
By RIDDHI PATEL
Correspondent

After approximately 
three years on a Tal-
lahassee  Memor ia l 
HealthCare billboard, 
Humpty Dumpty has 
found a new home on 
a wall at the Wakulla 
County Public Library. 

Librarian Linda Oaks 
said that TMH wanted 
to change its billboard 
prior to the pandemic, 
but the change did not 
occur until January of 
this year. Lamar Adver-
tising, which manages 
the billboard on Thom-
asville Road and 7th 
Avenue in Tallahassee, 
shared with TMH the 
Wakulla library’s in-
terest in being Humpty 
Dumpty’s new home. 
As Humpty Dumpty is a 
literary character, TMH 
agreed that the library 

would be a great place 
for him to be.

Lamar, including 
Oaks’ husband Chad 

and the company’s Tal-
lahassee General Man-
ager Danny Funder-
burg, were instrumen-

tal in efforts to bring 
Humpty Dumpty to the 
library. Company staff 

Judge Smith 
receives jurist 

awards

Body in refuge 
is on  rmed as 

missing Leon man

H e’ s now sitting  on a wall at the lib rary after b eing  donated b y TMH

Connor Brown Jae Thaxton with Coach Pafford

Most of the members of the Wakulla wrestling team at the FHSAA state tournament.

Kohl Pippin

Humpty Dumpty was used on a billboard for the hospital. Danny Funderburg, Chuck 
Hess, Chad Oaks, Linda Oaks, Rebeccah Lutz, Robyn Hurst, Rebecca Sahar, Quincee 

Messersmith, Tonya Hobby, Andrew Riddle, and Kinsey Miller.
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

ThunderstormsPartly Cloudy Partly Coudy

Saturday

Sunrise 7:52 AM
Sunset 6:43 PM

Sunrise 6:53 AM
Sunset 6:42 PM

Sunrise 6:54 AM
Sunset 6:42 PM

Hi: 77º Lo: 52º   15%Hi: 78º Lo: 56º   66%Hi: 75º Lo: 61º   1%
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Special to The Sun

Judge J. Layne Smith, who serves as the Cir-
cuit Judge for Wakulla County, has received two 
prestigious honors.

First, the American Judges Association, a 
national organization of trial judges, bestowed 
on Judge Smith its 
2022 award for judi-
cial courage.

Second, the local 
chapter of the Amer-
ican Board of Trial 
Advocates recognized 
Judge Smith as its 
2022 Trial Judge of 
the Year.

When asked about 
these honors, Judge 
Smith said,  “Both 
awards came out of 
the blue. I am hum-
bled, blessed, and 
grateful for the opportunity to serve the people. 
I love and respect the law and my job.”

Staff Report

The Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office sent out 
a press release last week confirming that the 
human remains found in the St. Marks National 
Wildlife Refuge on Feb. 9 were positively iden-
tified as the missing individual Sean Reddish. 

Reddish was reported missing out of Leon 
County in September 2022. The cause and man-
ner of death for Reddish are still being investigat-
ed. So far the investigation has not revealed any 
evidence of foul play, and there is no indication 
of any further threat to the community at large.

Reddish was last seen at Rocky’s in Medart 
and his car was found on Spring Creek Highway. 
A search in September with dogs found nothing.

Last month, a hiker near the Cathedral of 
Palms in the refuge came across human remains.

The WCSO is handling the death investigation.

Pa ge 14

S p a g h e t t i  Di n n e r  
f u n d r a i s e r

Humpty Dumpty 

Three Wakulla wrestlers place at state

Circuit Judge Layne Smith

� e 2023 Honor Court was announced on 
Feb. 23 and it includes: Valedictorian Haley Tay-
lor, Salutatorian Brianna Ly, Teona Splitt, Haley 
Bruce, Olivia Vaughn, David Marr, Ada Rye, Hai-
ley Sandberg, Ruby Sexton, Cameron Sheppard, 

Chase Morgan, Taylor Good, Shannon Sandow, 
Ava Mercer, Trisa He� ren, Brianna Wesley, and 
Lily Jedziniak. Not pictured: Parker Pollock, 
� omas Creel, Dawn Moody. (Photo by Krystal 
Sheppard)

HON OR  C OU R T

Story & Photos
By WALT JACOBS

Special to The Sun

Three Wakulla wrestlers placed at the 
state tournament this past weekend: Connor 
Brown, a senior, placed 7th in the 106 pound 
division, Jae T Thaxton, a senior, placed 7th 
in the 145 pound division; and Kohl Pippin, a 
junior, placed 8th in the 220 pound division.

Selection for the state tournament was de-
termined by the 1A Regional results, with the 
top 4 wrestlers in each division advancing to 
the Florida High School Athletic Association 
State Wrestling Championship:

• onnor Brown  Senior  lbs  nd
• Anthony ondo  Sophomore   lbs  rd
• Da id ulley Junior   lbs  nd
• aleb rr Senior  lbs  th
• Brady Jackson reshman  lbs  rd
• Jae  ha ton Senior  lbs  st
• ate Jacobs Sophomore  lbs  nd
• Kohl Pippin Junior   lbs  nd

Final Season Records*
Per rack restlin  and Kabra restlin

• onnor Brown       
• Anthony ondo      
• Da id ulley  
• aleb rr 
• Brady Jackson 
• Jae  ha ton 
• ate Jacobs 
• Kohl Pippin 

Wakulla High School’s top scholars for 2023
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Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

Or � ll out the form on page 11 and send it to 
12 Arran Rd. Crawfordville with a check for payment.

David ‘Lee’ McGehee, 2nd grader at Riversink Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Catherine Cutchen

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: 
Lee is a kind, well behaved Otter. You can always 
count on Lee to have a huge smile and sweet 
word to share. Lee is a super citizen with top 
notch academics. He loves spending time with 
his sister because she shares her game pad. He 
enjoys time with his parents and is especially 
proud when his daddy wears his dressy police 
shirt.  Lee is an avid gamer but assures me that 
he only plays on the weekend so he can focus 
on school during the school week. Lee is always 
respectful, responsible, and ready to learn. 

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

The fl owers attract hummingbirds, butterfl ies and bees.

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Walter’s viburnum
By LYNN ARTZ and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Walter’s viburnum (Viburnum obovatum) 
delights in early spring when covered with 
dainty white flowers. This underused ev-
ergreen shrub or small tree makes a great 
accent plant or a border/screening plant. 
Wildlife seek shelter and nest in its dense 
foliage and feed on the small fruits that turn 
from red to black. Pollinators visit the spring 
blooms. Caterpillars of spring azure butter-
flies feed on the small leaves. Walter’s vibur-
num thrives in full sun to part shade over 
most of Florida. It adapts to a wide range 
of conditions and is hurricane wind resis-
tant. In the wild, it grows in moist woods, 
at the edge of swamps, and along streams. 
Walter’s viburnum is blooming now in the 
front gardens near Rose Street at Sopchop-
py Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Office
SPECIALTY TAGS

NEW LICENCE PLATE 
COMING SOON. 

This new license plate fea-
tures the slogan “Don’t Tread 
On Me” accompanied by a black coiled rattlesnake over 
a yellow bac ground. unds from t e plate will bene it 
the Florida Veterans Foundation. 
Currently this plate is not in stock as we are awaiting 

arrival of the plates from the state. If you would like to 
pre order then please complete the 0 dollar purchase 
and you will be placed on the waiting list.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

Give ME a CALL!
Let ME Help YOU Find a Place to Call HOME!

Serving Tallahassee, Crawfordville, 
Havana, Quincy, Monticello, 
Wacissa and surrounding counties!

Tiff any Hartsfi eld
850-566-6656
“Your Big Bend 

Realtor”

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this
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PU B LIC NO TICE S:  
F o r o u r readers’  co n v en ien ce,  The W ak u lla S u n  pro v ides this P u blic N o tice S ectio n  f o r all P u blic 

N o tices n o t pu blished in  the L eg al N o tice sectio n  o f  the n ew spaper.

FOLLOW 
THE SUN.

Your local 
source for 

news.

EMPLOY MENT OPPORTUNITY
NOW HIRING

IMMEDIATE OPENING!  
Road and Bridg e Fleet Mechanic
Competitive Pay, Excellent Benefits, Exciting 

and S u pportive  Work E nvi ronm ent. 
Jo in ou r team  NOW.

Additional info and applications can be found at 
www.MyW aku lla.com  

Apply by 5 pm Wednesday March 15, 2023
eteran’s preference will be given to qualified 

applicants. 
Wakulla County is an AA E E.

March Monthly, 2, 9, 2023

By HEATHER BRYAN
Of the Chamber

 
From the Chamber 

Desk:

What an extraordinary 
month February has 
been for the Chamber, 
in membership renewals, 
events, and watching 
some of our goals already 
take shape for the year! 

We added new mem-
bers since this article last 
month, The UPS Store, 
Rock Grinderz, Corbin 
Systems, Capelouto Ter-
mite and Pest Control, 
Wildwood Golf and RV 
Resort, Courtney Wahl 
Photography LLC, Bud-
da’s Bayside Haven LLC. 
This brings our total to 
20 new members so far 
this year! We have had 3 
Ribbon Cuttings/Grand 
Openings in February - 
St. Joe Gas Company, 
Timber and Tides Real 
Estate, and English Fi-
nancial Group.  

On Feb. 7th we cel-
ebrated Petra Shuff at 
her retirement dinner at 
The Lodge at Sherlock 
Springs. The dinner was 
travel themed and had 
table decorations from 

her favorite and bucket 
list destinations. Sur-
rounded by her family, 
friends and colleagues 
she was celebrated with 
speeches reminiscing on 
years past, accomplish-
ments and well wishes 
for the future. She re-
ceived gifts from attend-
ees among them being a 
mullet weather vane, her 
favorite foods prepared 
by Mrs. Thu of the Kast 
Net and a stein full of 
cash. 

I know she felt loved 
and appreciated that 
night. I have worked 
very closely with Petra 
since Nov. 7th. She is an 
incredible act to follow, 
it puts me at ease know-
ing I’ve been trained by 
the master herself. We 
both have learned a lot 
in this transition of her 
retirement and my career 
change. There were days 
we laughed until tears 
working together, in my 
book that makes for a 
wonderful work environ-
ment. 

After 16 years she has 
done so much in her 
tenure at the Chamber 
and for our community. 
I have gained a friend 

and mentor in Petra, and 
I will forever be grateful 
for her patience, perse-
verance, and presents.  

Our second Member 
Networking Luncheon 
this year had an incred-
ible turn out of 75 at-
tendees! The luncheon 
was held at Wakulla 
Environmental Institute 
and lunch was catered 
by Hamaknockers BBQ. 
Thank you to all who at-
tended and to everyone 
who made the luncheon 
possible.

Things to look forward 
to in March and the be-
ginning of April:

• arch st  he Se-
nior Center’s Fundraiser 
Dinner

• arch th  he 
Wakulla Wonderful Cel-
ebration

 • arch th  th 
and arch th  th 
 ulf Specimen arine 

Lab Aquatic Adventures
• arch   akulla 

County Horseman’s As-
sociation Show

• arch nd  ham-
ber Member Networking 
Luncheon

• arch th  Pan-
acea Beer and Oyster 
Festival

• April st  th An-
nual Low Country Boil 
Fundraiser

• April th  ibbon 
Cutting for Jimmy John’s 

On the Chamber web-
site you can find times 
and locations for these 
events: https://wakul-
lacountychamber.com/
event/

As always, a list of 
our members, services 
and products they pro-
vide is on our website at 
https://wakullacoun-
tychamber.com/. Our 
2022 Wakulla Co. Cham-
ber Business Directory 
was released in May and 
is available at several 
Chamber businesses 
and at the Chamber of-
fice. Call the Chamber 
office at   
or send an email to info@
wakullacountychamber.
com to get your paper or 
electronic copy today. We 
also want to thank all of 
our sponsors who made 
the directory possible 
this year.

Heather Bryan is Ex-
ecutive Director of the 
Wakulla County Cham-
ber of Commerce.

By HEATHER BRYAN
Of the Chamber

 
What a great turn 

out for our second 
Member Networking 
Luncheon of the year 
on Feb. 22! 

We had 75 attend-
ees for our February 
2023 luncheon in the 
beautiful Wakulla En-
vironmental Institute. 
Hamaknockers BBQ 
catered a wonderful 
lunch of barbecue, 
slaw, baked beans, 
mac and cheese, and 
brownies for dessert.

We had two of our 
new members pres-
ent. Corbin Systems, 
LLC Security, Alarms, 
Cameras & Low Volt-

age  Sys tems and 
Courtney Wahl Pho-
tography LLC both in-
troduced themselves 
and said a few things 
about their business.

There were 23 items 
donated for the raffle! 
Donated by Mary with 
Capital City Home 
Loans, Wakulla Coun-
ty  n lish inan-
cial Group, Bill with 
Rapid Press, Oyster 
Radio, The Wakulla 
Sun, Revell Tractor 
Worx & Land Ser-
vices, Shepard Ac-
counting & Tax Ser-
vice, Shannon with 
Smith, Thompson, 
Shaw, Colón & Pow-
er, Jeanie with Ca-
reerSource Capital 

Region, Hamaknock-
ers BBQ, Shepherd 
Spring Animal Hospi-
tal, Amy Geiger and 
Renee Millender with 
Capital City Bank, 
Hydra Engineering & 
Construction, LLC, 
Wakulla Title Com-
pany, Inc., Sand and 
Soul Designs, Quin-
cee  Messersmith , 
and Bob Ballard with 
Wakulla Environmen-
tal Institute.

Thank you to every-
one who participated 
and to all who made 
this luncheon possi-
ble.

Our next Member 
Networking Luncheon 
will be March 22nd.

Ethel Je�erson and Zoe Mans�eld of St. Marks, aka Vanna 1 and Vanna 2, with lunch MC 
Mary Wallace, who wore a T-shirt that said Game Show Host, with Audrey Frazier drawing 

cards for prizes at the luncheon.

CHAMBER NEWS

Hamaknockers serves lunch at WEI

From the Chamber Director’s Desk

THE CITY OF ST. MARKS WILL 
HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS

COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 9, 2023 AT 5:55 PM
MARCH 9, 2023 AT 6:00 PM

LOCATION: 788 PORT LEON DRIVE, 
ST. MARKS FL  32355

The City of St. Marks located at 788 Port Leon 
Drive, 9 AM to 4:30 PM M/F; Phone (850) 925-6224. 
Persons needing special access considerations 
should call the City Office at least 24 hours before 
the date for scheduling purposes. The Board Office 
may be contacted at (850) 925-6224 March 9, 2023

March 9, 2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING:
The FLDOE Special Facility Pre-Application 
Review Committee Meeting will convene 
on Friday, March 17, 2023 at 9:00a.m. at the 
Wakulla County School District Board Room. 
The address is 69 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327. The committee will discuss the 
proposed special facility project to rebuild the 
front half of Wakulla High School.

BID #22/23-03
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

FOR ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR WAKULLA HIGH SCHOOL 

ADDITIONS, REMODELING & RENOVATIONS 
CRAWFORDVILLE, FLORIDA

March 9, 16, 23, 2023

I.  INTRODUCTION
 The Waku lla Cou nty S chool B oard is req u esting written 

qualifications from qualified architectural firms to provide 
Professional Services for the Design Phase for Wakulla 
High School Additions, Remodeling and Renovations.

II. It is the School Board’s intention to employ the Firm to 
provide overall Project Design, Cost Benefit Studies 
if needed, Information Management, Scope of Work, 
Technical and Construction Administration Services 
during the Construction.

III. QUALIFICATION INSTRUCTIONS AND GENERAL 
INFORMATION

 Qualification Submissions:  Submit four (4) copies of a 
written proposal no later than 10:00 A.M.  April 7, 2023 to:  

 Wakulla County School Board
 69 Arran Road
 Crawfordville, Florida 32327
Qualifications must be responsive to the requirements and 
questions of the Request for Qualifications.
Reservations: The Wakulla County School Board reserves 
the right to reject any and all proposals, to negotiate changes 
in the new scope of work or services to be provided, and to 
otherwise waive any technicalities or informalities.
Method of Selection:  Qualifications will be reviewed by 
the Wakulla County School Board which will recommend 
a ranking of firms to the Wakulla County School Board.  
Presentations may or may not be required.  Upon acceptance 
of the recommendation, negotiations will be entered.
Please respond by including but not limiting your response 
to the following:
1. Company name and length of time in business.
2. Company location.
3. Availability of time to start and complete project.
4. Insurance carrier and applicable coverage (errors and 

omissions).
5. Qualifications of staff to be utilized on this project with 

names, resumes, length of time with firm and previous 
clients served.  Experience must be with the submitting 
firm.

6. List Special Facilities Construction Account (SFCA) 
projects within the last ten (10) years with School Board 
contact person and phone numbers.

Previous experience with Wakulla County School Board
Experience working on an occupied high school campus.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.  Request for information shall 
be in writing – refer all written request to Mike Barwick, at 
Michael.Barwick@wcsb.us

NEED HELP
IF you were in my line

At Wal-mart
June 28, 2022

and saw 
the ACCIDENT 
with My HAND
on register #2

PLEASE CALL ME
Ms. SHARYN

850-408-5141



Page 4 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, March 9, 2023 www.thewakullasun.com
THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

The Wakulla Sun is published weekly at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327
or ad rti s ng l as  call ynda at 850- 6 -801
or d tor al l as  call ll am at 850- 6 -80

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/@TheWakullaSun
TWITTER: www.twitter.com/@TheWakullaSun Jessi Smith

DISTRIBUTON

u scr ti ons to e akulla un 
In Count   $ 5 r   $20  o  ut o  Count   $50 r   $ 0  o  

ut o  tate  $ 0 r   $ 5  o

Editor/Publisher: 
William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT: 
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Circulation: 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

LETTER S FR OM  R EAD ER S

Exhibit on history of schools in Wakulla

Kevin Andrews of Rockulla with students onstage at the Highway Natives show.

Editor, The Sun:

Back in April 2022, I wrote a critical 
letter regarding who do school boards 
represent. The letter was very critical 
of a potential candidate listing their 
virtues of their candidacy. Yet, the 
candidate failed to to detail any advo-
cacy for the property tax payer. I still 
stand by the letter.

Since April 2022, we have all wit-
nessed the effects of rogue school 
boards who abuse their role and hide 
many aspects of education from par-
ents. This is the slippery slope of the 
community not being engaged and 
the property tax payer not having an 
advocate on school boards. When the 
voting and tax paying citizens delegate 
accountability, school boards become 
mere parrots and/or cheerleaders for 
the superintendent and/or adminis-
trators. 

When we, the community, dele-
gate accountability, bad things will 
happen. To reverse bad decisions or 
trends, school boards and school ad-
ministrators will tell the public to butt 
out. Check out the mess in Northern 
Virginia where local school boards are 
effectively telling parents and tax pay-
ers, they have no right to know what 
is going on. Essentially, those local 
school boards have transitioned from 
education to indoctrination.

Rural school boards tend to be re-
sponsive. However, we must be dili-
gent and insist best value. Instead of 
tax hikes, whether sales tax hikes or 
property tax hikes, where can costs be 

trimmed? We must be watchful that 
each school mirrors our values and 
excel in basic education. What bene-
fit is there to society if a child receives 
an inaccurate history education yet 
cannot communicate properly nor can 
they perform basic math?

And the parents- when you go to a 
public school to discuss concerns, are 
you dressed appropriately to discuss 
business or are you in flannel pajamas 
and fuzzy slippers? How can anyone 
take you seriously if you’re dressed as 
if you just woke up?

Lastly, Wakulla schools have a 
shortage of teachers. Perhaps creative 
solutions should be assessed. A school 
board member proposed assessing 
the possibility of importing qualified 
teachers on an H1B visa program. 
These teachers excel at math and the 
sciences, whereas as a society we are 
anemic. I am certain there would be 
expressed concerns of “lack of history” 
or “they’re not Americans”. These con-
cerns would be true. However, these 
imported and highly qualified teachers 
would be math and science instructors 
which transcend cultural or societal 
distinctions.

In summary, we must enable our 
schools to enhance the educational 
process and return the investment to 
our broader community. This can only 
be accomplished by us, the communi-
ty, being engaged and the property tax 
payer insisting on advocacy.

Robert Franco
Ochlockonee Bay

Editor, The Sun:

What began as the 
GF&A trail in 1991 from 
Sopchoppy to Tallahas-
see birthed fully this week 
wearing different clothes 
and a longer stride the 
day after Valentine’s Day.  
The Coastal trail, a part 
of the Capitol to the Sea 
trail system from Sop-
choppy to Tallahassee, 
was completed. 

The last concrete was 
poured and in a ceremo-
ny not much unlike when 
the East and West coast railroads met 
in Promontory, Utah May 10th, 1869 
and joined the east and west coasts 
forever by rail, we joined our commu-
nity together by trails.

The coastal trail is part of a trail net-
work funded by monies that are fierce-
ly competitive, and can only be used 
on trails.

I call it the trail of irony, or the tale 
of irony. After many attempted abor-
tions and sterilizations, good overcame 
bat sh@# crazy for once.

I could write it all up as it happened 
but nobody would ever believe it. 

Final trimmings are underway and 
already many many riders are popu-

lating the one and only towns in the 
world, Sopchoppy and Panacea. Its 50 
miles and is for everyone on foot, cy-
cle, with dog, kid, wheelchair or fishing 
rods. There are 2 Redfish holes along 
the trail—you have got to find them 
yourselves. 

Thanks and persistence are due 
many people including our coun-
ty commissioners about 50 of them. 
CRTPA, FDOT, Sun Trails. As well as 
many now deceased people and others 
hoping to recover in nursing homes 
to finally use the trail. 32 years in the 
making but worth the wait.

Robert Seidler
Sopchoppy

Friends of Wakulla Springs State 
Park is pleased to offer a spring speak-
er series with fascinating monthly pro-
grams, featuring a tapestry of Florida 
history which highlights archaeology, 
stories of pirates and revolutionary 
rogues, and a look at World War II in 
Florida. 

The first program, “Seeing Florida 
Heritage through Archaeology” will be 
presented by noted anthropologist, 
Dr. Uzi Baram on Thursday, March 16 
at 7 p.m. The history of Florida is cap-
tivating, and archaeology helps us to 
understand the heritage beneath the 
ground and to appreciate what people 
have achieved. We invite you to join 

us for a unique look spanning the last 
five centuries including colonial sites, 
utopian settlements, minority com-
munities, and modern cities.

The program is hosted by Friends 
of Wakulla Springs State Park with 
funding for this program provided by 
Florida Humanities and sponsored in 
part by the State of Florida, Florida 
Department of State, Division of Arts 
and Culture, and the Florida Council 
on Arts and Culture. 

Register online at the Friends web-
site, WakullaSprings.org to receive 
Zoom program link to attend this and 
other upcoming free programs in the 
virtual series.

The Wakulla County Historical So-
ciety will continue the series on Old 
General Stores on Tuesday, March 14 
at the Wakulla County Public Library 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. The public is 
invited to attend.

Stores we will feature this month 
include Rehwinkel’s Store in Craw-
fordville presented by Brian Rehwinkel 
and Mark Hudson; N. W. Ward & Son 
Store in Medart presented by Janie 
Ward Thurmond; Pigott’s Store in Me-

dart presented by Linda Pigott Stalvey; 
and Raker’s Store at Shadeville pre-
sented by Mike Begley. 

Mark your calendar and make plans 
to come and learn more about Wakul-
la County’s history and take a stroll 
down memory lane for all of you who 
remember these stores. We all love to 
remember the “Good Ole’ Days.”

For more information, please call 
850-926-1110.

Program on archaeology at Wakulla Springs

Program on local general stores

Taxpayers must be engaged with schools

Coastal Trail is complete

Work on the Coastal Trail.

The Wakulla County Historical Society is preparing an exhibit on the history 
of schools in Wakulla County, to be housed in the Old Courthouse and open to 
the public beginning Saturday, March 11 at the Wakulla Wonderful Festival. 
The society wishes to collect and exhibit yearbooks for each of the three former 
high schools in the county: Crawfordville, Shadeville and Sopchoppy, as well 
as Wakulla High School and Wakulla Middle School. Anyone who wishes to 
donate a yearbook to the exhibit may do so by contacting the historical society 
at (850) 926-1110 and leaving a message or dropping the yearbook off at the 
Museum at the Old Jail, or at the Old Courthouse. The Society encourages the 
public to visit the exhibit and contribute information and documents. 

Highway Natives show was big fundraiser for WCT
From WCT

Feb. 24 was a great 
night to be at the Sop-
choppy Auditorium. 
Wakulla Community 
Theater hosted three 
spectacular musical acts 
and the entertainment 
was absolutely amazing! 

The evening began 
with two food trucks, 
Pineapple AC2 and The 
Ark, serving up delicious 
meals to theater goers. 
Food trucks have become 
very popular in Wakul-
la and these vendors 
showed why! The meals 
were absolutely scrump-
tious!

Rockulla kicked off 
the musical night, six 
different local students 
setting the stage for the 
audience with wonderful 
performances. Thirteen 
year old Claire Black-
well, set the bar high 
with her cover of “Wild-
flowers and Wildhorses.” 
Another 13 year old, De-

layna Stewart, moved the 
crowd with her bluesy 
“Ain’t No Sunshine When 
She’s Gone.” “Tennessee 
Orange” was heartfully 
sang by 11-year-old Car-
ly Kirkland. Her brother, 
13 year old Arliss Kirk-
land had the crowd clap-
ping along with, “This 
Is How We Roll” that he 
performed with a soulful 
voice beyond his years. 
Seventeen year old Mada-
lyn Stewart sang “House 
of the Rising Sun” show-
casing her enormous 
range. Patricia Baker, of 
Medart School of Music, 
was the guest flutist. Fin-
ishing up the Rockulla 
set, was 14 year old Luna 
Reyes with her powerful 
version of “Rhiannon.” 
All students were accom-
panied by their teacher, 
Kevin Andrews, on the 
guitar. 

Next up was a Wakulla 
County favorite, Brandon 
Autrey, who performed 
both originals and cov-

er songs. After wowing 
the crowd on his own, 
Brandon was joined by 
members of Highway Na-
tives as he performed two 
originals, “Lost At Sea” 
and “Texas and Me”, the 
latter being a song he co-
wrote with Jordan Miller. 
It was obvious from the 
crowd’s cheers that they 
thoroughly enjoyed Bran-
don’s set!

Highway Natives 
rocked the next two hours 
with original songs, in-

cluding soulful “Lincoln 
County Line,” “Hayes-
ville,” and “The Lens.” 
Other Country themed 
songs like “When I Drink 
Whiskey,” “A Bullet With 
My Name,” and “Cold 
Feet” were thoroughly en-
joyed. More originals and 
a few covers were thrown 
in, with one of the biggest 
hits of the night being the 
guest appearance of Jor-
dan Miller’s grandfather, 
Stan Tucker, playing the 
banjo and singing, “Man 

of Constant Sorrow” with 
Highway Natives as back 
up. 

Highway Natives, an 
up-and-coming band on 
the Nashville scene, has 
a well deserved reputa-
tion for “giving back.” 
They have donated mon-
ey to school music pro-
grams and, fortunately 
for Wakulla County, they 
gave of their time and tal-
ent to help raise funds for 
the Wakulla Community 
Theater. 

Special thanks to 
Wakulla County School 
Board for use of the fa-
cilities; Pineapple AC2 
and The Ark for delicious 
meals; Rockulla and 
Kevin Andrews, Patri-
cia Baker, and Brandon 
Autrey for their partici-
pation and time given to 
help raise funds for WCT;  
Just Fruits for the loan of 
the gorgeous ferns; McIv-
er Flooring, The Wakulla 
Sun and Amy Geiger for 
ticket sales; Ray and Mel-
anie Gray for helping with 
clean-up; The Shack, The 
Breakfast Station, Civic 
Brewery, Riverside Café, 
Lori White, and Neil Host-
nick for the door prizes; 
and lastly, the Highway 
Natives – Brandon, Matt, 
Jordan, Artie, Arthur, 
Bobby and JW – for giv-
ing of your time and tal-
ent to not only help the 
theater, but provide a fun 
night of entertainment for 
Wakulla County! 

You guys rock!
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ E LI FE NE NB O CK
JA M-B O W-SK I

“P rob ab ly my 
dad, he was a 

gu itarist. I gr ew 
up  listening t o all 
their old vi nyl. ”

CH R IS MO R G A N
PINE  TA R

“ My p arents, 
The B eac h B oys, 

The B eatles, 
Willie Nelson, 

and more.”

Polled music ians at Palav er Tree’ s &  D irt Cov ered Produc tion’ s Conc ert

PH ILLIP K E ND R ICK
PINE  TA R  

“M y mom’ s 
love  for the The 
B eatles and my 
dad’ s for R oy 

O rb ison.”

“I  fell in love  with 
hip  hop , then 
slowly move d 

toward c ountry 
music .”

JO H N G ILB E R T
D IR T CO V E R E D  PR O D U CTIO NS

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

A LA U ND R E  J E FFE R SO N
A U STIN LO G A N CA D E NCE

“T he drum line in 
hig h sc hool, I think, 

insp ired me, and 
I was just always 

around music  
gr owing u p . ”

What inspired your love for music?

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

Library News – March 9

By VERNA BROCK

Ed and I have lived on our small 
slice of paradise in Wakulla Sta-
tion for nearly 46 years. A long time 
ago, I wrote a column for a different 
newspaper, and folks would call me 
with their news to share. Now, in the 
age of social media, there is no need 
to reach out to a columnist to share 
all our stories.

However, over the years, I have 
been given so many wonderful sto-
ries by my neighbors who lived here 
far longer than I. So expect to see 
the occasional tale of Old Wakulla. 
Whenever someone started telling 
me about the old days, I ate it up 

with a spoon. Not to mention, I now 
have stories from my own “old days.”

Last Sunday, we had a great 
Communion service followed by a 
delicious  potluck dinner. As young  
Sam Jose said, these Methodist la-
dies sure can cook! We are looking 
forward to celebrating Easter sea-
son this year, after a long year of 
loss and illness in the community. 
Even though Spring seems to have 
sprung a few weeks early, it sure is 
beautiful. Fingers crossed we don’t 
have any hard freezes or frosts.

This Saturday we celebrate 
Wakulla Wonderful in Crawfordville, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be 
vendors, food, music, history, and 

fun activities for kids of all ages. 
Come on out and enjoy the good 
times!

The Woodville Founders Day Fes-
tival is fast approaching, on March 
18th, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. It is 
a fundraiser for the amazing Wood-
ville VFD, as well as a celebration of 
the history of Woodville and North 
Florida. There will be a vendor fair, 
food trucks, reenactors, a half-size 
model of the Confederate subma-
rine  Hunley, Theater With a Mis-
sion, musicians, a heritage breed 
horse, Murph the blacksmith, and 
much more. We continue to accept 
vendors, and the vendor fee is $25 
which goes directly to the WVFD. 
Please don’t miss out on this awe-
some day of family fun.

I learned this weekend of the 

passing of Hugh Taylor, after  a 
hard-fought battle with lung is-
sues. I counted Hugh among my 
most rugged-individualistic friends, 
whose fierce convictions were never 
in doubt. Please keep his children 
and his beloved wife Mary in your 
prayers during this time of sorrow. 

Still in need of our prayers for 
health and comfort are Louis Her-
nandez, Faye Sweeney, Pam Adams, 
Gloria Dock, five month old Sebas-
tian Mosley and his family as he 
awaits a heart transplant at Shands, 
Shelby Sloan and Hunter Peacock 
as they mourn their sweet infant 
daughter Emersyn Mae, the Carter 
family, the Kendrick family, and so 
many more who have lost loved ones 
or struggle with illness.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Another door closed in our comu-
nity –  a shock to many of the older 
people who depended on Sopchoppy 
IGA store. 

You would always feel right at 
home when you walked in the door. 
There was someone there to help 
you. When you finished shopping, 
your food was always carried to your 
vehicle.

I was in the store a few days ago 
and there were a couple of people 
stopped in and said they were visiting 
all the parks in Florida. They wanted 
to know where the next closest IGA. 
The people were so warm and kind.

I know many of the old-timers like 
myself will feel like we have lost a 
part of the community. We have al-
ways had a grocery store. 

Our blessings and wishes for good 
luck go out to Dewayne and Beth and 

their family and workers for serving 
the people for more than 30 years. 
They said they would miss the cus-
tomers – they were like family.

One thing I liked about the Sop-
choppy Grocery was Mr. Dewayne 
made everyone feel special. 

When I would call and ask for spe-
cial packages of meat, he was always 
happy to do it.  

St. John Primitive Baptist Church in 
Medart holds church services the first 
and third Sunday at 11 a.m. 

And St. Paul P.B. Church holds ser-
vices the second and fourth Sunday at 

11 a.m.
They invite you to fellowship. Pastor 

is Elder Raymond Sander Jr.
Everyone is welcome.

We wish a happy birthday to 
Damashiai Kendrick and Kayden 
Washington on March 13.

Our prayers and concern goes out to 
all the sick and shut-in, those in hospi-
tals, nursing homes, prison, the home-
less – all in need of prayer everywhere. 

UPCOMING EVENTS!

Thursday, March 9
 Understanding File Manage-
ment 9am
 Microsoft Excel: Beyond the 
Basics 11:30am
 Best FREE Online Sources 
for Genealogy 2pm
 Advanced Kids Coding 5pm
Friday March 10

 

Quilting Guild 9:30am
Saturday, March 11
 Zeta Phi Zeta 9am
Monday, March 13
 Wakulla Christian Coalition 
6pm
Tuesday, March 14
 Book Bunch 10am
 Memoir Writing 10am
 Wakulla County Historical 

Society 4pm
 Tobacco Free Florida Stop 
Smoking Class 5:30pm
Wednesday, March 15
 Book Babies 10am
 Knitting Group 4pm
 Virtual Reality Coding 5pm
Thursday, March 16
 Understanding File Manage-
ment 9am
 Veterans Meetup 11am
 Microsoft Excel: Beyond the 
Basics 11:30am
 Advanced Kids Coding 5pm

 Wakulla Amateur Radio 
Club 7pm

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

• riday  April th and Saturday  
April 8th for Easter

• Saturday  ay th for emo
rial Day

• uesday  July th for ndepen
dence Day

• Saturday  September nd for 
Labor Day

COMMUNITY NEWS

Humpty Dumpty sits on a wall
From Front Page

took the large figure of Humpty 
Dumpty off the billboard and trans-
ported him to the library; eventually, 
installing him on a handmade wall in 
front of the library building.

The red brick wall that Humpty 
Dumpty currently sits atop was 
built by Chad, the vinyl wrapping 
was done by Lamar, and the lumber 
was donated by Gulf Coast Lumber 
& Supply. 

Oaks noted that the Humpty 
Dumpty art installation was a “full 
donation” from the statue of Humpty 
Dumpty by TMH to the installation 
by Lamar and the lumber by Gulf 
Coast.

“We are thrilled to have him here,” 
said Oaks.

Marketing and Communications 
Director at TMH, Rebeccah Lutz, said 
that TMH is pleased that Humpty 

Dumpty found a place at a library, 
and that they hope that he helps to 
inspire a love of reading for kids. 
“I can’t think of a better place for 
Humpty,” she said. TMH is planning 
to provide a plaque to the library that 
will be attached to the wall on the 
Humpty Dumpty installation.

In addition to Humpty Dumpty, 
the library has also added a wall 
installation showcasing books se-
lected by library staff. Oaks said that 
Library Director Robyn Hurst asked 
library staff to choose some books 
from within the library. Each book 
was photocopied, and a compilation 
of the books was printed on vinyl 
billboard wrapping. The final cre-
ation was installed by Chad Oaks of 
Lamar. Oaks noted that the library 
may eventually choose to change 
the vinyl and image periodically to 
fit different themes like Mardi Gras.  Rebeccah Lutz of TMH, library sta�  Linda Oaks, Robyn Hurst, and Rebecca Sahar, and 

Andrew Riddle of Friends of the Library. 
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BIRDING AT THE REFUGE

Has the � amingo headed home?
By DON MORROW

The American Flamin-
go that has been a visi-
tor at the St. Marks Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge is 
not currently being seen. 
The last eBird report on 
this bird was from Feb. 
22nd, when it was seen 

on Lighthouse Pool at the 
refuge.

It was first sighted on 
Oct. 31, 2018 following 
Hurricane Michael, and 
has been present on the 
refuge for four periods 
(see below). The gaps 
between these sightings 
have been as long as six 

months and as short as 
two months.

From October 2018 to  
June 2019.

From  December 2019 
to June 2020.

From October 2020 to 
March 2022.

And from May 2022 to  
February 2023.

Has this bird finally 
decided to head home or 
has it just wandered off 
for Spring Break?

Don Morrow can be 
contacted at donaldcmor-
row@gmail.com.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

In the last two issues, 
we’ve addressed thoughts 
for Newbie when he/she 
is planning to purchase 
a new semi-automatic 
handgun. Let’s talk about 
more things to consider.

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY

Just like in shoes, it’s 
smart to “try before you 
buy.” You’ll never know 
how strong the recoil is 
until you shoot the gun. 

You find a range that 
rents handguns and try 
out the gun you’ve re-
searched and think you’ll 
like. Sure enough, you do 
like it. You head to the 
local gun shop and make 
your informed purchase.

Bringing your unloaded 
gun in a zipped pouch, 
and a couple boxes of 
ammunition in a separate 
bag in the trunk of your 
car, you’re on your way 
to the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office range. You 
have eyes and ears and 
a big pile of Shoot-n-See 
targets in a separate black 
range bag. You thought to 
add a multi-tool, first aid 
kit, bunch of Kleenexes, 
an UpLula and of course, 
Chapstick.

This time, you’re toting 
your very first handgun.

While the range is cold, 
you and others put up 
your targets. Then every-
one agrees that the range 
is now hot, so you bring 
your gun in its case to the 
shooting bench. Pulling 
rounds from their box, 
you load the magazine 
using the UpLula.

You’re so excited. Try-
ing to remember what 
you’ve learned, you push 
the magazine into the grip. 
You pull back the slide. 

Funny, this is harder to do 
than when you rented the 
same brand and caliber of 
the gun earlier.

You line up the two 
back dots to the front dot. 
You take a breath and let 
it go. You squeeze that 
trigger. The trigger has 
quite a bit more pull to it 
than you remember.

Finally, the gun goes 
off! Blam!

But what happened to 
that much easier gun you 
rented previously? This 
gun doesn’t act the same 
at all! What happened to 
“try before you buy?”

New handguns require 
a “break-in” period. This 
can mean you’ll need 
to shoot from 200-500 
rounds through the gun to 
have it broken in. During 
this time, you’ll find the 
slide becomes more re-
laxed and the trigger be-
comes smoother. Break-
ing in changes the way 
your gun handles. For the 
better.

New handgun owners 
need a break in period as 
well. Gripping your gun 
firmly, placing your feet 
firmly, tilting your body 
slightly forward, and re-
membering to breathe, 
letting go and relaxing 
are a few ideas that take 
a while to assimilate. 

Be patient with yourself 
and your new handgun.

AMMUNITION

But wait! Wait!
Before you purchase 

that handgun you think 
you want, did you con-
sider the price of ammu-
nition? When you practice 
at the range a few times 
every month, the price of 
ammunition will build up.

Every gun needs am-
munition, so what’s the 
big deal?

Price and findability of 
ammunition can make a 
difference in your choice of 
gun. To make a compari-
son, I looked up prices for 
.22 Long Rifle, .32 ACP, 
9mm and .38 Special on 
one web site.

A box of Blazer Brass 
9mm FMJ (full metal jack-
ets) runs at $19.99 for 50 
rounds. That’s about 40 
cents a round.

A box of Blazer Brass 

.38 Special FMJs costs 
$30.99 or 62 cent a round.

Get this: a box of 
500 Blazer .22s sells for 
$39.99, which comes to 
only 8 cents a round!

But a box of Blazer 32 
ACP FMJ rounds is $33.99 
or 68 cents a round.

Ammo for some guns 
can be difficult to find, 
or it can be expensive. 
Over time, this matters. 
While the .25 and the .32 
handguns are often easy 
to shoot, they are less 
popular and can have 
ammunition that is a lot 
more expensive than other 
easy-shooting guns. That 
is, if you can find the am-
munition in the first place. 

When you’ve chosen a 
gun you like, make sure 
the ammunition is avail-

able in almost all places, 
and that it is not signifi-
cantly higher priced than 
other ammunition.

TARGETS

How cheap are you? 
How good is your eye-
sight?

If you are cheap, cheap, 
cheap, you can take a 
Sharpie marker and make 
a black dot circle on a 
piece of paper and sta-
ple or duct-tape it to the 
WCSO target’s backboard. 
Then aim for the dot.

If you’re not quite so 
cheap, you can make dots 
on paper plates and attach 
them to the backboard.

You can print targets 
from your computer.

Big people-sized silhou-

ettes are available. They’re 
printed on heavy paper so 
they’re sturdy. Of course, 
their cost is more than a 
piece of paper.

My favorite targets 
are the Shoot-n-See or 
Dirty Bird targets. You 
can find them in vari-
ous-sized circles with red 
centers. The neat thing 
about these is, when your 
round hits them, a splat-
ter of contrasting color 
shows exactly where you 
hit. Sure, you can see 
your paper target 21 feet 
away, but you can see 
the color-changing ones 
a lot better. And it doesn’t 
hurt your ego to see you’ve 
made noticeable holes. 
Especially when you hit a 
bullseye!

Some targets have pic-

tures of little creatures 
like ducks and rabbits. 
Some targets have games 
like Battleship, where you 
can compete with other 
shooters to sink ships.

The fancier the target, 
the more you’ll spend. I 
prefer the expensive col-
or-changing targets. 1 
or 2 can last during our 
Wednesday morning ses-
sion. They come with dots 
to plug up the holes you’ve 
made, so you can get more 
use out of each target.

IN SUM…

Summing it up, you 
should always “try before 
you buy.” The gun you 
actually purchase may 
shoot a little differently, 
especially at first, but it 
will break in after a couple 
hundred rounds. I believe 
this is the best way to 
find the gun that’s best 
for you you’ve done your 
research.

Make sure you can find 
and afford ammunition 
before you purchase your 
handgun.

Choose the target you 
like the best and can af-
ford. Some of these are 
available for purchase at 
the WCSO range in case 
you forgot to put them in 
your range bag.

If you’d like more sug-
gestions for ideas to con-
sider before buying your 
first handgun, check 
the last 2 issues of The 
Wakulla Sun.

Buying a handgun is a 
big deal. You’ll consider a 
lot of aspects before you 
settle on one. Stay tuned 
for Parts 4, 5 and 6 in The 
Wakulla Sun’s next three 
issues.

More facts that matter buying a gun, Part 3

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR

AAAIRIRIRIRLLLINEINEINE

BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park last week, 

snapped this photo of an alligator.
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Many thanks to Tim 
Ashley and Mike Casey 
for the images and Nor-
ma and Phil Hill for the 
following information!

This past Saturday, 
Flotil la 12 held our 
monthly meeting at the 
boat ramp in St. Marks. 
Following the meeting, 
members participated in 
operations training. Bob 
Asztalos led members in 
the proper use of visual 
distress signals. Follow-
ing, members partici-
pated in a pre-underway 
check for the scheduled 
safety patrol. 

Bob Asztalos, Norma 
Hill, Phil Hill, Steve Hults 
and Joe Storey set out for 
a safety patrol. Joe Storey 
has officially had his boat 
approved as a vessel! The 
crew went out to the light-

house before returning 
back in the channel. The 
seas became increasingly 
rougher further out. We 
hope this is the first of 
many safety patrols this 
season.  

While at the Fort and 
while on patrol, mem-
bers were able to observe 
the National Guard also 
training in the area.  

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

� ree photos of Flotilla 12 members Bob Asztalos, 
Norma Hill, Phil Hill, Steve Hults and Joe Storey set out 
for a safety patrol on Saturday; and the photo at le�  of 

members training with safety devices. 

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
First

March 28
Full

April 6
Last

March 14
New

March 21

March 1–7, 21–31

9
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13

14
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7:23AM 12:50AM

7:51AM 1:32AM

8:22AM 2:16AM

8:56AM 3:03AM

9:36AM 3:54AM

12:13AM 4:50AM

1:19AM 5:50AM

8:05PM 1:10PM

9:04PM 1:53PM

10:04PM 2:39PM

---- 3:28PM

---- 4:22PM

10:24AM 5:20PM

11:21AM 6:21PM

9
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6:53AM
6:41PM

8:50PM
8:08AM

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set
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Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

6:52AM
6:41PM

9:49PM
8:36AM

6:51AM
6:42PM

10:49PM
9:07AM

6:50AM
6:43PM

----
9:41AM

6:48AM
6:43PM

11:53PM
10:21AM

6:47AM
6:44PM

12:58AM
11:09AM

6:46AM
6:44PM

2:04AM
12:06PM

96%

92%

85%

77%

67%

56%

45% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Diving on the Black Bart

Hello Wakulla
Spring has mostly been here for the last few 

weeks as the temperatures get into the 80s and 
lows in the 60s and the ocean temperature is 
quickly climbing to the low to mid-70s, as of this 
morning it is 72 degrees. 

Hopefully it will be at least 78-80 degrees by 
mid- to end of April. I can feel the excitement 
starting to grow in the area of scuba diving. I have 
had several folks sign up for scuba classes at the 
shop and a lot of phone calls inquiring about our 
dive classes. I have been telling everyone who asks 
about classes and where the open water portion 
of the class will be and my answer is it looks like 
we might be able to do one of the open water ses-
sions in the ocean at the end of April. Last year 
we didn’t go to the ocean until mid-May.

This brings me to another item and that is  
where we go to for the ocean part of our class? 
That’s a good question. I generally take my stu-
dents to Panama City Beach and we go a little 
offshore to one of the many dive sites they have 
there. 

The particular dive site I’m going to talk about 
today is the Black Bart. Let’s look at a little history 
behind the ship and the man it was named after. 
The ship Black Bart was originally named the 
“Volcano del Gulfo” and it was used as a supply 
vessel in the oil fields.

The ship was decommissioned and sunk in the 
Gulf of Mexico just off PCB on July 27, 1993 and 
was given the name of the Black Bart, after Capt. 
Charles Bartholomew. The Black Bart is 185 feet 
long and is in 78 feet of water. The cargo deck is 
71-feet deep while the foredeck is 65 feet, the pi-
lot house deck is 57 feet deep but the pilot house 
itself was taken off by a bad storm and now lies 
upside down on the ocean floor next to the Bart. 

Believe me that when it was intact it was a 
great open water swim through. I have dived that 
wreck since it was sunk and it’s still a fun dive 
especially at night.

Let’s look a little about the man it was named af-
ter – Capt. Charles Bartholomew, This information 
was written from his obituary in the Washington 
Post on November 27, 1990.

Capt. Charles A. Bartholomew was age 50, and 
the director of ocean engineering for the U.S. Navy 
and supervisor of its salvage and diving opera-
tions. He died Nov. 15th, during a diving recer-
tification exercise in the Gulf of Mexico 40 miles 
southwest of Panama City. He was a Navy diver 
for 22 years, and disappeared from sight in 200 
feet of water. His body was recovered on Nov. 17th.

He was assigned to Washington since 1985. 
Capt. Bartholomew, known as Black Bart, headed 
the recovery efforts after the explosion of the space 
shuttle Challenger on the boat “Volcano del Gulfo” 
known as the Black Bart. 

Capt. Bartholomew also headed the clean up in 
Alaska of the Exxon Valdez oil spill. During that 
time the Navy recovered more than half of the oil 
spilled. 

Capt. Bartholomew had a very long career in 
the Navy and helped recover 18 more ships and 
several aircraft.

He truly was all-Navy and deserves our respect 
and admiration for a Navy man. 

We will be taking several trips to dive the Black 
Bart in PCB this diving season so come aboard 
and dive history in the Gulf of Mexico.

Keep making bubbles.
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Something different in your relationship with God

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

“Are you ready?” I 
called to my roommate 
from the second floor.

“Yeah … just give me 
another minute,” Mar-

lene answered.
I looked over the rail-

ing and saw her sitting 
on the couch with her 
Bible open. She stood, 
then leaned over to read 
a little bit more. She 
simply couldn’t tear her-
self away.

What I saw that day 
was a beautiful picture 
of a child of God lin-
gering in her Father’s 
presence. This memory 
continues to inspire me 
today.

Do you regularly enjoy 
talking with and listen-
ing to your heavenly Fa-
ther? Of course, if we’re 

honest, not every quiet 
time (moments spent 
praying and reading our 
Bibles) is magical. There 
are times when we’re not 
really “feeling it,” and it 
seems as if we’re talking 
to ourselves.

If we persevere in our 
quest to know God and 
“the wonders of His Per-
son” (Philippians 3:10 
AMPC), however, we’ll 
experience days when 
it will be hard to tear 
ourselves away from His 
presence. We’ll long for 
another look into His 
Word. Just one more 
glimpse into His per-

sonality, His heart, His 
ways.

But perhaps you don’t 
really care that much 
about God – and frank-
ly, you’re not so sure 
He cares about you. 
Or maybe, until now, 
you’ve had an I-pray-
when-I-need-something 
relationship with God. 

But now you want 
something different, 
especially during this 
Lenten season.

If you don’t have a de-
sire for God, but would 
like to, let this be your 
first (or next) prayer: 
“God, help me want to 

know You. Amen.” 
Then, pray it again 

the next day. 
You may discover that 

each day you sincerely 
and thoughtfully pray 
this simple prayer, you‘ll 
sense a growing desire 
to know God as your 
heavenly Father. As you 
continue to do this, you 
may sense God’s near-
ness (His presence). The 
more you feel His near-
ness, the more you’ll ex-
perience a peace you’ve 
never felt before. 

Allow yourself to get 
to know God a bit more 
each day. Try reading 

the Bible (the book of 
John is a good place 
to start). Take a few 
minutes to think about 
what you read and talk 
to God about what’s on 
your heart. Discover 
how much your heaven-
ly Father loves you.

Then linger in His 
presence just a little 
while longer.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By CHERYL CRUCE

Late one evening, my 
daughter, my grand-
sons, and I were driving 
home from a mini va-
cation. Our return trip 
would be considerably 
longer than planned. I 
am notorious for taking 
detours to see the sites 
in small-town America. 
The architecture of old 
churches and store-
fronts has always fas-
cinated me, especial-
ly those that line the 
coastline of the Gulf of 

Mexico. 
Seeing the sites of 

the small fishing towns 
and communities along 
the way, we soon lost 
track of time. Eventual-
ly, I turned left, heading 
away from the coast and 
toward what I believed 
to be home. This was 
before the navigation 
systems on our dash-
board. Rural Ameri-
ca also left us needing 
phone service for Map 
Quest. The road had us 
traveling miles in pitch 
darkness without any 
sign of life. 

Thankfully my 
daughter had settled 
her two boys comfort-
ably in the backseat. It 
was getting late; they 
were sleeping soundly, 
we were out of coffee, 
and we were lost in the 
darkness of the night. 

Any attempt to call 

the family for directions 
failed due to the lack of 
cell service. We were left 
to drive until we found 
civilization. 

Eventually, we began 
to see a glow of light 
indicating a town or 
highway exchange. Al-
though we were still far 
away, we continued to-
ward the hope that lay 
before us. Regardless of 
how far away the lights 
seemed, they continued 
to bring promise to our 
darkness. 

Light is more than 
hope to an exhausted 
traveler. It gives us a 
sense of time, direction, 
and well-being. The an-
cient world used a sun-
dial to mark time. The 
sun rises in the east 
and sets in the west; 
therefore, we gain in-
sight into our travels. 
Early explorers depend-

ed upon the stars to 
navigate direction. 

Light in different in-
tervals and strengths is 
frequently used to treat 
emotional and physi-
cal ailments. Scripture 
teaches Jesus is the 
Light that heals the 
soul of man.

Life is a journey with 
many paths. Some av-
enues will be a path of 
joy and laughter. Oth-
er routes will carry us 
to grief and discomfort. 
Some are our choos-
ing, and others are life’s 
natural course. 

Nevertheless, God 
has promised His Word 
would be a lamp for our 
feet and a light unto our 
path (Psalm 119:105). 
Our present world may 
be dark. However, we 
can look to the horizon 
for His light. The choice 
is ours to go toward His 

lamp or to remain in the 
darkness. 

That night my daugh-
ter and I made a choice. 
We would continue to-
ward that faint glow in 
the night sky. The clos-
er we got, the bright-
er it became. We were 
weary from our travels 
but found hope in the 
light and soon found 
our resting place. It is 
the same with our Lord. 
Jesus said. He is the 
world’s Light; following 
Jesus, we will not walk 
in darkness but in the 
Light of life (John 8:12). 

Choose to trust your 
path to the One who 
created you. 

In the beginning, the 
light may appear dim; 
nonetheless, the closer 
you draw to His pres-
ence, the brighter His 
light becomes. His ra-
diance is like the sun 

shining bright for you. 
His light exudes from 
His hands with a bril-
liance that can bright-
en the darkest days. 
The Light of the Lord is 
powerful and all-con-
suming; we cannot hide 
from His glory (Habak-
kuk 3:4). Let Him illu-
minate your path today. 

Psalm 139 11-12 If I 
say, “Surely the dark-
ness will hide me, and 
the light become night 
around me,” even the 
darkness will not be 
dark to you; the night 
will shine like the day, 
for darkness is as light 
to you.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

When it comes to mu-
sic, I am an amateur in 
many regards. I signed 
up for a violin class in 
first grade and took 
lessons. After about a 
month, the teacher met 
with my parents and 
begged them to pull me 
from that class.

He said, “Out of deep 
respect for music, this 
boy should not play the 
violin.”

I can’t think of any-
body in my immediate 
family that plays any 
instrument or has any 
skill in music. I thought 
I would be the first one, 
but I wasn’t.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage is 
a different story. Many 
people on her side of 
the family are involved 
in music, and her father 
was a great piano player 
and could play the piano 
with no music set before 
him.

Also, his daughter 
plays the piano, organ, 
flute, and harp. As long 
as I’ve been a pastor, she 
has played the piano in 
all our church services. 
She is very gifted along 

that line, and I’m so 
happy.

I confess that I am not 
musically inclined, and 
I am unanimous in that 
opinion.

It’s not that I don’t 
like music; I cannot rep-
licate it with these vocal 
cords that God gave me. 
So I guess His plan was 
for me not to sing.

Music is very relaxing 
for me, and even though 
I cannot sing, I can lis-
ten to music with great 
appreciation.

The one thing that 
bugs me is early in the 
morning, whether it’s 
television or radio, I hear 
a song and can’t get it 
out of my head. All day, 
that music buzzes in my 
head, and I can’t get it 
to stop.

We took a trip not 
long ago, and The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage drove her 
Sissy Van, while I sat 
in the passenger side. 
For some reason a song 
got in my head, I can’t 
remember which one, 
but I heard it over and 
over again.

I heard it so many 
times that I began to 
sing that song under my 
breath, which was not 
a very good thing to do.

I have a way of hum-
ming and singing a song 
simultaneously, coming 
out naturally.

As I got to singing, 
suddenly, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage pulled over, 

stopped her van, looked 
at me, and said, “Are 
you having some kind of 
spasm?” She looked very 
serious as she said it.

I looked at her seri-
ously, having no idea 
what he was talking 
about.

“You’re not sick, are 
you?”

I began to understand 
her alarm, and I cau-
tiously said, “I’m okay; I 
was just singing.”

“Oh my,” she said, “it 
sounded like you were 
on your last road trip to 
death.”

I don’t know where 
that came from.

She then encouraged 
me not to hum or sing 
along the way.

I didn’t realize I was 
singing out loud. I 
thought it was just in 
my head. But being the 
kind of husband I am, I 
kept my mouth shut for 
the rest of the trip.

The only place I sing 
is in the shower because 
there’s nobody there, 
and nobody can hear 
me, and I can do my 

thing.
The other day as I 

was showering, I did 
not realize The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age was within hearing 
distance. I try to take a 
shower when she’s not 
home and cannot hear 
me. There’s a reason for 
that.

As soon as I got into 
my shower a song began 
to rumble in my head, 
and within a few sec-
onds, I started singing. 
Boy, was I singing and 
enjoying every note.

Suddenly, I heard a 
rapid knock on the bath-
room door and my wife 
saying, “Are you okay? 
You didn’t fall in the 
shower, did you? Do you 
need any help?”

At first, I couldn’t fig-
ure out what was hap-
pening when it dawned 
on me that I was singing 
and she was hearing.

Oh “No, my dear,” I 
said quite loudly, “I was 
just singing.”

I heard a profound 
sigh on the other side of 
the bathroom door, and 

heard her say, “Don’t 
scare me like that again.”

I do try to control my 
singing and keep it from 
crossing my lips.

Music does have a 
way of controlling me. 
Some music makes me 
sad, and some makes 
me glad. The problem is 
music that’s in my head 
controls me in some 
way.

I go into a store, and 
they’re playing music, 
and come out of that 
store with the music 
playing in my head, and 
I’m humming along the 
way. Driving home in 
my truck alone, I sing 
as loudly as possible, 
knowing nobody can 
hear me. But, of course, 
sometimes I forget to 
stop and walk into the 
house singing, and you 
can only guess the kind 
of trouble it presents to 
me.

If only I could remem-
ber to keep my thoughts 
especially those musical 

thoughts in my head 
and far away from my 
tongue I would have a 
happier life.

Thinking about this 
all little I was reminded 
of what King Solomon 
said in Proverbs 29:11, 
“A fool uttereth all his 
mind: but a wise man 
keepeth it in till after-
wards.”

That wise old man 
knew what  he was 
talking about. I know 
there’s a time to speak 
but there’s also a time 
to keep quiet. For me 
it’s a challenge to differ-
entiate between the two. 
The quieter I am the less 
difficulties I encounter..

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmai l . com,  webs i te 
www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.

Who’s been �ddling with my mind?
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Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Carol Erhard, 85, of Carrabelle, died March 3, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Fami-
ly�c.com
 
• Jeff F. Brown, 65, of St. Marks, died March 4, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Fami-
ly�c.com

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Florida’s Legislature 
will be serving up a 
smorgasbord of issues 
during the upcoming 
60-day regular session 
that begins on Tues-
day.

Gov. Ron DeSantis 
has said many times 
that Florida is the 
place where “woke goes 
to die” and passage of 
laws to stop it tops the 
agenda for the Repub-
lican supermajority in 
2023.

With the support 
of Senate President 
Kathleen Passidomo, 
R-Naples, and House 
Speaker Paul Renner, 
R-Palm Coast, DeSan-
tis announced a law 
proposal that will ban 
state and local govern-
ments from making 
financial and invest-
ment decisions based 
on “socially responsi-
ble” investing practic-
es.

Environmental, so-
cial and corporate gov-
ernance is a threat to 
the American econo-
my, according to De-
Santis. The legislation 
prohibits big banks, 
trusts and other finan-
cial institutions from 
using ESG consider-
ations and prohibits 
discriminating against 

customers for their so-
cial, religious or politi-
cal beliefs.

The use of so-called 
social credit scores will 
also be prohibited and 
banks will be prohib-
ited from engaging in 
corporate activism.

Colleges and univer-
sities are also having 
funding cut if they en-
gage in “woke” ideology 
practices within their 
faculties. Diversity, 
equity and inclusion 
efforts at state institu-
tions, will be defunded 
under House Bill 999.

Further, faculty 
members can be re-
viewed based on their 
performance at any 
time, and certain ma-
jors which focus on 

race and gender, will 
be eliminated from 
college and university 
course selections.

School vouchers will 
also be a top priority 
for the Legislature, and 
HB 1 will make all Flor-
ida students eligible for 
education savings ac-
counts. The accounts 
can be used for private 
tuition or homeschool-

ing resources. Those 
who oppose the bill are 
concerned that money 
will be stripped from 
the public school sys-
tem.

In a statement to The 
Center Square, former 
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, 
who first launched ef-
forts to expand school 
choice almost three 

decades ago, said that 
every child has a right 
to an education, de-
spite their background 
or circumstances.

“Florida stands on 
the monumental verge 
of restoring the origi-
nal intent of publicly 
funding education —
by funding individual 
students — so each 
child can reach their 
God-given potential,” 
Bush said. “HB 1 is a 
forward thinking and 
important move to-
ward ensuring Florida 
remains the nation’s 
leader in student-cen-
tered solutions.

“I applaud Speaker 
Renner and the Florida 
House for their vision 
and leadership in cre-
ating this unmatched 
opportunity for Florida 
students and families.”

In late 2022, Speak-
er Renner announced 
that Florida will soon 

become a “constitu-
tional carry” state, 
meaning Floridians will 
no longer be required 
to go through training 
on firearm handling, 
nor will they require a 
permit to have one.

Supporters argue 
that there should be as 
little government inter-
ference with a person’s 
Second Amendment 
rights as possible and 
the Legislature and 
Gov. DeSantis agree.

Tax cuts and tax 
holidays are a huge 
part of 2023, after De-
Santis announced his 
“Framework for Free-
dom” budget, which 
gives back $1.5 billion 
to Florida taxpayers 
through toll reliefs and 
sales tax relief, some 
permanent, on every-
day items, including 
baby diapers, clothing, 
equipment and baby 
food.

Activity reported for 
the week of Feb. 24 to 
March 2:

FRIDAY, FEB. 24

• Kirk Day reported 
two firearms were tak-
en from his home. Day 
described both weap-
ons as 22 caliber but 
was unable to provide 
any serial numbers. 
Day was able to pro-
vide a possible suspect 
in this case. This case 
has been sent to detec-
tives for further investi-
gation. Deputy Dakota 
Haddock investigated. 

• Alice Bradshaw re-
ported the storm door 
on the front of her res-
idence on Rehwinkel 
Road was broken. She 
said she left for work 
at 8 a.m. and when she 

returned around 6 p.m. 
she discovered her door 
shattered. Alice pointed 
out other damage that 
may have been done 
the same day as well. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. Sgt Ste-
ven Parfitt investigated.

SATURDAY, FEB. 25

• Brent Lawhon was 
observed operating a 
vehicle on Pinecrest 
Drive even though he 
did not possess a valid 
license. Further inves-
tigation revealed Law-
hon’s license had been 
suspended since 2015. 
While conducting an 
inventory search of the 
vehicle a firearm and 
narcotics were found. 
Lawhon was found to be 

a convicted felon. Law-
hon was placed under 
arrest and transported 
to the jail facility with 
out further incident. 
Deputy Dakota Had-
dock investigated. 

• Deana Barwick was 
arrested after she failed 
to leave Dux bar, af-
ter repeated requests 
by staff. Deputy Edwin 
Grove responded and 
also requested Barwick 
to leave the establish-
ment. Barwick failed to 
leave on her own and 
was taken into custody 
for trespass after warn-
ing. 

SUNDAY, FEB. 26

• A traffic stop was 
conducted on a vehicle 
for faulty equipment. 
The driver and sole oc-
cupant was identified as 
Vonda Svendsen, who 
was discovered to have 

a suspended driver’s 
license with two prior 
convictions. Svendsen 
was placed under arrest 
and transported to the 
jail facility without in-
cident. Deputy William 
Bennett investigated. 

• Sabrina Brinkley 
reported a female sus-
pect drove into her 
yard and almost hit her 
children. Brinkley stat-
ed she confronted the 
female and said, “You 
almost hit my kids” 
and the female replied, 
“Yep, I did.” Brinkley 
stated the female then 
proceeded to do donuts 
in her yard and left the 
area. Deputies attempt-
ed to locate the suspect 
but were unsuccessful 
in doing so. This case 
has been sent to detec-
tives for further investi-
gation. Deputy Michelle 
Stripling investigated.

MONDAY, FEB. 27

• Jamie Pederson 
reported her Lifetime 
Tamarack Angler Kay-
ak stolen. Pederson 
advised no one had 
permission to use the 
kayak and no one 
should have been on 
her property. The esti-
mated value of the Kay-
ak was $404.45. There 
are no known suspects 
at this time. This case 
has been sent to detec-
tives for further inves-
tigation. Deputy Kend-
rick Gavin investigated.

TUESDAY, FEB. 28

• An unknown com-
plainant found an Ap-
ple iPad 9th Generation 
tablet in the area of Ar-
ran Road. The iPad was 
dropped off in the front 
lobby of sheriff’s office 
with a note attached. 

The iPad was submit-
ted into Property & Ev-
idence section for safe 
keeping. Major Fredrick 
Johnson investigated.

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 1

• A traffic stop was 
conducted on a vehicle 
for faulty equipment. 
The driver and sole oc-
cupant was identified 
as Joseph Brown, who 
was discovered to have 
18 prior convictions 
for DWLSR. During a 
search of the car two 
small bags of cocaine 
were discovered. Brown 
was placed under arrest 
and transported to the 
jail. Deputy Anthony 
Paul investigated. 
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Calendar of upcoming events for the week of March 9
On the Horizon

Thursday, March 9

• The Rotary Club of Wakulla County 
meets at the TCC Wakulla Center at 8:30 
a.m.
• The St. Marks City Commission meets at 
city hall at 6 p.m. 
• The Sopchoppy Depot Committee meets 
at the Depot, 34 Railroad Ave, at 5 p.m.
• The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Thursday. There will 
be concessions and ra�es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin 
Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Friday, March 10

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonees St.

Saturday, March 11

• Wakulla Wonderful, a celebration of the 
founding of Wakulla County on March 
11, 1843 sponsored by Wakulla 4-H, will 
be held on the courthouse square from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be vendors, food 
trucks and more.

• The Sopchoppy Community Market will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Sopchop-
py Depot Park.
• Seat at the Table: The Recorder - A doc-
umentary screening and discussion will be 
held at 3 p.m. at Palaver Tree Theater.
• The 2023 Wakulla Ducks Unlimited Ban-
quet will be held at the 3Y Ranch at 6 p.m. 
For more information contact wakulladu@
gmail.com or 850 -510-4897.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels 
are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Sunday, March 12

• DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS. 
Set your clocks forward one hour.

Monday, March 13

• The Wakulla County School Board meets 
at 5:45 p.m. in the school administration 
building.
• The Wakulla County Planning Commis-
sion meets at 6 p.m. in the Commission 
Chambers.
• The Sopchoppy City Commission meets 
at city hall at 6:30 p.m.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels 
are welcome; please wear comfortable 

clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• The Wakulla Respite Program will be 
available for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• Hatha yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative 
Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, March 14

• Wakulla Historical Society series on local 
general stores continues at the public li-
brary at 4:30 p.m. with a presentation this 
month on Rehwinkel’s Store in Crawford-
ville; N. W. Ward & Son Store in Medart; 
Pigott’s Store in Medart; and Raker’s Store 
at Shadeville.

• Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Yin Yoga at 10:30 a.m. and Flow Yoga 
at 6 p.m with Nellie. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Wednesday, March 15

• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels 
are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• A Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. 
at the Wakulla Senior Center.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.
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School distribution 
sponsored by

USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. Women 
Storytellers

March is Nation-
al Women’s History 
Month, a time when 
America honors the 
achievements, suc-
cesses and contribu-
tions of women. This 
year creative women 
are getting special at-
tention, because the 
theme for the month 
is “Celebrating Wom-
en Who Tell Our Sto-
ries.” Throughout 
history, women have 
been great storytellers, 
and they have written 
some of the most pop-
ular children’s books. 
Famous female chil-
dren’s authors include 
Judy Blume, who 
wrote books like “Su-
perfudge” and “Tales 
of a Fourth Grade 
Nothing,” Madeleine 
L’Engle, who wrote “A 
Wrinkle in Time,” ac-
tress Lupita Nyong’o, 
who wrote “Sulwe,” 
Pam Muñoz Ryan, 
who wrote “Esperanza 
Rising” and LaTashia 
M. Perry, who wrote 
“Hair Like Mine.” Not 
to mention early chil-
dren’s writers Margaret 
Wise Brown, who wrote 
“Goodnight Moon,” and 
Marguerite Henry, who 
wrote the “Misty” horse 
stories. As a class dis-
cuss books you have 
read and liked that 
were written by women 
authors. Then use the 
newspaper and Inter-
net to find reviews and 
stories about books be-
ing written by women 
for students your age 
today. Use what you 
read as a model to write 
a review of a book by a 
woman that you have 
read and liked. Tell 
what you liked about 
the book and how it 
made you feel. Be sure 
to include details to 
support your opinions.

Goals: Writing opin-
ion pieces on topics 
or texts, supporting a 
point of view with rea-
sons and information; 
reading closely what a 
text says explicitly and 
to make logical infer-
ences from it.

2. Toys for Support

When natural di-
sasters occur, people 
from around the world 
look for ways to help 
children, families and 
other victims. That 
has been happening 
in the Middle East na-
tions of Turkey and 
Syria after two dead-
ly earthquakes struck 
last month. One of the 
most unusual displays 
of support took place 
at a soccer match in 
the Turkish city of Is-
tanbul. In the first pe-
riod of the match, fans 
threw thousands and 
thousands of colorful 
stuffed animals onto 
the field to be given 
to children affected by 
the quakes, the Wash-
ington Post newspaper 
reported. The show of 
support came 4 min-
utes 17 seconds into 
the match — marking 
the exact time the first 

earthquake hit at 4:17 
a.m. Among the stuffed 
animals donated for 
the children were spar-
kly unicorns, teddy 
bears, fluffy rabbits, 
monkeys, elephants 
and fish, plus scarves 
and hats to keep kids 
warm in the cold win-
ter weather. Many of 
the plush toys carried 
a message in the Turk-
ish language meaning 
“This toy is for you, my 
friend.” With a part-
ner, find and closely 
read a story about the 
Turkish earthquake or 
another natural disas-
ter. Use what you read 
to brainstorm a way 
your school, class or 
community could raise 
money to help children 
and families affected 
by the disaster. Think 
creatively in plan-
ning your fund-rais-
ing event, and write a 
paragraph explaining 
how it would work.

Goals: Writing in-
formative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly; 
citing specific textual 

evidence when writing 
or speaking to support 
conclusions.

3. Daylight Saving 
Time

It’s time to “spring 
forward” again. On 
Sunday most of the na-
tion will switch over to 
Daylight Saving Time, 
which gives kids and 
families longer hours 
of daylight in the eve-
ning. Daylight Saving 
Time requires that ev-
eryone set their clocks 
forward by one hour, 
so that what used to be 
6 o’clock is now 7, and 
what used to be 7 is 
now 8. As a result, it is 
as light at 8 o’clock as 
it was at 7 before the 
change. Daylight Sav-
ing Time was first used 
in the United States 
in 1918 to allow peo-
ple — especially farm-
ers — to make “better 
use of daylight.” Today 
it makes outdoor activ-
ities like riding bikes 
or playing sports pos-
sible into the evening 
hours. Some people 
would like to make 
Daylight Saving Time 

permanent year round, 
and last year the U.S. 
Senate approved a 
measure to do that. It 
was never passed by 
the U.S. House, howev-
er, or signed by Presi-
dent Biden. It has been 
re-introduced in the 
Senate this year, but 
its fate is not known. 
As a class, discuss 
ways you and your 
family take advantage 
of evening daylight. 
Then brainstorm an 
idea for an animat-
ed movie showing you 
and your friends en-
joying some of these 
activities. Write an 
outline for your movie 
and draw the opening 
scene in cartoon style. 
Share and discuss with 
the class.

Goals: Using draw-
ings or visual displays 
when appropriate to 
enhance the develop-
ment of main ideas or 
points; engaging effec-
tively in a range of col-
laborative discussions.

4. What a Disney Fan

Since Disneyland 
opened in California in 
1955, it has had mil-
lions and millions of 

visitors. But no visitor 
in nearly 70 years has 
been quite like Jeff Re-
itz, a 50-year-old man 
who grew up in near-
by Huntington Beach 
and still lives near the 
theme park. For more 
than eight years he 
visited Disneyland ev-
ery day, amassing an 
amazing 2,995 consec-
utive visits. He had to 
stop when Disneyland 
closed due to the coro-
navirus in March 2020, 
leaving him five vis-
its short of his goal of 
3,000. Even though he 
didn’t reach that mark, 
however, he has gained 
a measure of fame for 
all those visits. The 
Guinness World Re-
cords organization has 
recognized him as the 
world record holder for 
consecutive visits to 
the park. Reitz started 
his streak when he was 
out of work and friends 
gave him a gift pass 
in January 2012. He 
liked having a place to 
go for fun while looking 
for a new job. When he 
got one, he continued 
visiting after work at a 
Veterans Affairs Medi-
cal Center. He usually 
stayed between three 
and five hours and said 

he never “did a toe-tap 
in the gate” and turn 
around and leave. “I 
was doing it because I 
was having fun, and I 
enjoyed being there,” 
he told the Washing-
ton Post. “… It was 
kind of like going to the 
gym or going to happy 
hour after work.” Jeff 
Reitz loved Disneyland 
so much he wanted to 
go there over and over. 
In the newspaper or 
online, find and study 
stories and photos of 
a place you would like 
to visit over and over 
if you could. Use what 
you read to write a let-
ter to a friend telling 
what appeals to you 
about this place and 
why you would like to 
visit multiple times. In-
clude the benefits you 
get by seeing some-
thing more than once.

Goals: Producing 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organiza-
tion and style are ap-
propriate to the task; 
citing textual or visual 
evidence when writing 
or speaking to support 
conclusions.
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A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!
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NOTICE OF SALE

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

SERVICES
Raw Wildflower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

G o o d F e n c e s G o o d N e i g h b o r s .c o m

Al l  o f  y o u r  f e n c i n g  
n e e d s  a n d  m o r e …Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@ G o o d F e n c e s G o o d N e i g h b o r s .c o m

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

CLUES ACROSS
1. Half-conscious 
states
8. Unnatural
13. Deep regret
14. Rogue
15. Taken without 
permission
19. An alternative
20. A�er B
21. Partner to 
�owed
22. Weekday
23. Body part
24. World’s longest 
river
25. One of the 
Greats
26. Make clean
30. C. Canada in-
digenous peoples
31. Japanese sea-
port
32. Most un-
clothed
33. Small grouper 

�sh
34. Soluble ribo-
nucleic acid
35. Distinguishing 
sound
38. French realist 
painter
39. Popular beer 
brand
40. Views
44. God depicted 
as a bull
45. Relieve
46. Residue a�er 
burning
47. Habitation
48. Poe’s middle 
name
49. Japanese title
50. TV series in-
stallation (abbr.)
51. Beloved coun-
try singer
55. Single unit
57. Genuine
58. Develop

59. Traveled 
through the snow

CLUES DOWN
1. Clues
2. Do again
3. Current unit
4. Neither
5. Corporate exec 
(abbr.)
6. Second sight
7. �e absence of 
mental stress
8. Supplemented 
with di�culty
9. Stop for good
10. College dorm 
worker
11. Bones
12. Most super-
natural
16. Spanish island
17. Unlimited
18. Where golfers 
begin
22. No charge

25. Print errors
27. Professional 
drivers
28. Kiss box set
29. Short, �ne 
�bers
30. Administers 
punishment
32. Czech city
34. Normal or 
sound powers of 
mind
35. �e academic 
world
36. Crustacean
37. Currency
38. Pastoral peo-
ple of Tanzania or 
Kenya
40. Cloth spread 
over a co�n
41. Grouped to-
gether
42. On land
43. Glistened
45. A type of ex-
tension
48. One who as-
sists
51. College sports 
conference
52. Zero
53. Midway be-
tween northeast 
and east
54. Type of screen
56. �e 13th letter 
of the Greek al-
phabet

CROSSWORD ______________________

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946
Hiren & Purvi Patel – Pharmicists

Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

E-EDITIONS

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

2655-B CRAWFORDVILLE HWY.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage Unit Rentals     

8x10 - $66.65
10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

RENTALS

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is given pursuant to Florida Self-Storage Facility Act, Florida 
Statutes, Chapter 83, Part IV that Wakulla Realty will hold a sale by 
sealed bid on March 23rd, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. at 2655 Crawfordville 
Hwy. of the contents of Mini-Warehouse containing personal property 
of: Fayah Gormely Unit B6 & Joy Fetter unit E8. Before the sale date 
of March 23rd, 2023 the owner may redeem their property by pay-
ment of the outstanding balance and cost by mailing it to P.O. Box 535 
Crawfordville Fl. 32326 or by paying in person at 10 Cedar Avenue, 
Crawfordville, Fl. Mar. 2, 9, 2023

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Please 
Recycle

A Free 
Press 
Your 

Key To 
Freedom



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, March 9, 2023 – Page 13

Blues Meets Girl is another local favorite with Mr. Down-
child on guitar and harmonica and Kasimira on vocals. More than 400 people attended the �rst Pine Tree Church Music Festival, put on by Dirt Covered 

Productions, held at �e Palaver Tree �eater on Saturday, March 4, featuring a wide variety of bands, 
playing inside and outside.

Dylan McClure with Hollow Memories was the headliner for the �rst Pine Tree Church Music Festival on the outdoor 
stage at the Palaver Tree �eater on Saturday March 4.

From the J.C. Band –John Smith and Chilli Montalvo classic country singer-songwriters 
with their original music.  

Local favorites Clark and McQueen with Jen Clark and Doug McQueen play a set at the 
indoor stage Saturday at the Pine Tree Church Music Festival.

Weekend music festival held at Palaver Tree

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN

Quarterback Haden Klees is named the district Player of the Year

BASEBALL

(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm •  Sat. 8am - 4pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 03/31/23

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF

We Sell
& Install

TIRES
Carry 

Most Major
Brands

Senior Colby Zinser takes a big swing against Godby in the season opener last week.  He went 3-for-3 with 3 doubles on 
Friday against Bainbridge in a 12-2 win.

War Eagles improve to 3-1

By KEITH ANDERSON
WHS Baseball Coach

The Wakulla War Ea-
gles moved to 3-1 over-
all, splitting a pair of 
games this past week. 
On February 28th, the 
War Eagles traveled to 
Lincoln. Wakulla had 
high hopes of continu-

ing their winning streak, 
but a Trojan left hander 
kept the War Eagles 
bats down throwing a 
shutout. WHS man-
aged to barell several 
balls up but could only 
muster one hit on the 
evening from junior 
centerfielder Parker 
Lawhon. WHS starter 
sophomore Gavin Es-
tep threw 2 innings. 
Hayden Wright, Jesse 
Nazworth, and Garrett 
Veltkamp all threw in-
nings in relief. Lincoln 
not only pitched well, 
but also swung the bats 
well racking up 12 hits 

on the evening.

On Friday, March 
3rd, the War Eagles 
traveled over to Blount-
stown to take on Bain-
bridge High School at 
the neutral site. The 
War Eagles bounced 
back nicely avenging 
the loss to Lincoln by 
beating Bainbridge 12-
2. Senior starter Reid 
Joyner threw 2 innings 
to get the win in the 
five inning affair giving 
up 3 hits and striking 
out two. Junior Leaston 
Spears came on in relief 
striking out 5 in 3 in-

nings of work giving up 
no hits or runs in his 
appearance. 

The War Eagles got a 
stellar night at the plate 
from Colby Zinser who 
went 3-3 with 3 dou-
bles. Joseph Pierini was 
2-2 and Brady Crum 
added a double. Sam 
Bruce and Reid Joyner 
each had a hit a piece.  
Sophomores Garrett 
Veltkamp and Hayden 
Wright each belted sin-
gle both going 1-1 and 
Wrights single was in 
walkoff fashion for the 
mercy rule in the fifth 
inning.   

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville
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Donna Clark, Al Pasini, and Tonya Hobby.

Becky and Greg Gast

Quincee Messersmith, Megan Smith, and Mary Wallace.Ray Gray looks over the silent auction items.Celebrity server Ralph �omas with Dallas Marshall.

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Sheri� Miller’s table – they made more than $2,000 in donations.

Celebrity servers for the fundraiser included, back row, county commissioners Fred Nichols, Quincee Messersmith, and Mike Kemp; Missy Rudd Gainer, Property Appraiser Ed Brimner, 
Clerk of Courts Greg James and Supervisor of Elections Joe Morgan. Front row, Sheri� Jared Miller, School Board Member Eddie Hand, Paul Parker, and Commissioner Ralph �omas.

Senior Center spaghetti dinner fundraiser




