
Staff Report

The staff of The Wakulla 
Sun have more than 80 years 
of combined experience with 
newspapers.

Here’s who we are:

WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor and publisher Wil-
liam Snowden started in jour-
nalism nearly 40 years ago as 
a reporter for the Marietta, 
Ga., Daily Journal. He lat-
er worked for the Tallahas-
see Democrat, Capital City 
magazine, and the Gadsden 
County Times before joining 
The Wakulla News. He was 
with that paper for 26 years, 
serving as editor and general 
manager for the last 10 or so 
years.

Snowden has won numer-
ous awards for in-depth and 
investigative reporting. He is 
also a playwright with plays 
produced off-Broadway, re-
gionally and in Europe.

He is a member and former 
president of the Rotary Club of 
Wakulla, serves as secretary 
of Big Bend Hospice’s Wakulla 
Advisory Council, and is a 
member of the Wakulla Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce.

He is married to Meredith 
Woodrum Snowden and they 
have three adult daughters 
and two grandchildren.

LYNDA KINSEY

Sales representative Lynda 
Kinsey has been involved in 
sales and marketing for her 
whole career. She started 
with marketing at Wakulla 
Springs Lodge back when it 
was owned by Ed Ball han-
dling special events. That 
experience in hospitality lat-
er came in handy when she 
joined the Wakulla News as 
office manager and later as 
sales representative. She 
was also staff photographer, 

and was a contributor to the 
Working Waterfronts project 
focusing on local fishermen. 
She left the paper after 33 
years.

In her spare time, Lynda 
loves yard and estate sales 
and finding bargains. She 
has volunteered with Florida 
Wild Mammal Association 
and Habitat for Humanity, 
and has supported numerous 
other local organizations.

Lynda’s paramour of 18 
years is Thomas Owen. She 
has an adult daughter, Ashley 
Kinsey, who lives in suburban 
Washington, D.C. 

ERIC STANTON

Wakulla native Eric Stan-
ton is the newspaper’s graphic 
artist and handles IT and 
production matters. He’s a 
graduate of Wakulla High 
School, attended Tallahassee 
Community College before 
joining The Wakulla News  
as graphic artist almost 20 
years ago.

In his spare time, he is an 
avid scuba diver, loves kayak-
ing, and being outdoors. 

He has done volunteer work 
for Florida Wild Mammal As-
sociation, Gulf Specimen Ma-
rine Lab, the Wakulla County 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
COAST Charter School.

RIDDHI PATEL

Riddhi Patel was valedicto-
rian of Wakulla High School 
in 2018. She graduated from 
Florida State University in 
2021 with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Cell and Molecular 
Neuroscience. She joined The 
Wakulla News as a correspon-
dent in May 2021.

In 2019, she was Global 
Scholar through FSU and 
worked with the non-profit 
Light of Hope Youth Initiative 
in Kenya. 

She is the reporter for The 
Wakulla Sun.

Very soon you can sup-
port The Wakulla Sun with 
a tax-deductible donation to 
help us cover the stories that 
matter to you.  

By donating, you help us 
keep citizens informed, hold 
officials accountable and 
cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will 
equip our newsroom to bet-
ter serve you and all our 
readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the 

street
• More local news about 

our community
• More local content on 

the environment and local 

businesses
A little bit goes a long way. 

With your help, we can keep 
the presses running through 
hard times. 

We would very much ap-
preciate your contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher

The Wakulla Sun

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT 

DONATING

How does my donation 
get to my local newspaper?

Donations are processed 

through the Florida Com-
munity News Fund and then 
sent to the newspaper you 
select.

Are donations tax de-
ductible?

Yes, donations are tax 
deductible to the full extent 
of the law.

The Florida Community 
News Fund is a program 
administered by the Florida 
Press Foundation, tax ID 
#59-2449377, a 501(c)3 or-
ganization.

The Florida Press Founda-
tion is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt 
organization with its princi-
pal place of business in Flor-

ida. The Florida Press Foun-
dation is registered to solicit 
charitable contributions in 
Florida. Financial and oth-
er information about the 
Florida Press Foundation’s 
purpose, programs and ac-
tivities can be obtained by 
visiting https://floridapress-
foundation.org or by writing 
to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, 
Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 
32301.

A copy of the official reg-
istration (ch63336) and fi-
nancial information may be 
obtained from the Division 
Of Consumer Services by 
calling 1-800-HELP-FLA 

(1-800-435-7352) toll-free 
within the state or by vis-
iting https://www.Fdacs.
Gov/consumer-resources/
charities and selecting the 
check-a-charity search fea-
ture. Registration does not 
imply endorsement, approv-
al, or recommendation by 
the state.

What payment types do 
you accept?

We accept donations by 
card or check. If by check, 
payment must be made to 
the Florida Press Foundation 
and designate you want the 
donation to go to The Wakul-
la Sun.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

This is the first issue of The 
Wakulla Sun, a new newspaper 
with a mission to cover Wakulla 
County.

Our goal, simply, is to report  
local news and events fairly and 
accurately, to produce a news-
paper locally without interference 
from a corporate parent.

Community journalism is the 
backbone of what we do, report-

ing on the people and places in 
Wakulla. We look forward to pro-
viding you, the reader, with mean-
ingful, trustworthy journalism.

We will be a staunch defender of 
free speech and the public’s right 
to know. We are the community’s 
watchdog over the governments 
that serve us. We are the cata-
lyst to initiate positive change for 
the betterment of the community 
and will be the No. 1 information 
provider in Wakulla County.

We trust and believe in the pow-

er of our readers. Without you, we 
wouldn’t be here.

We welcome our readers to 
share insight, feedback and news 
tips. Send us a Letter to the Ed-
itor. 

Also, a sincere thank you to all 
of those who have offered your 
support and encouragement as 
we’ve undertaken this. 

If you’re in Crawfordville, stop 
by our office at 12 Arran Road – 
the old Mowrey Law Office with 
the awnings – and say hello. 

Meet the staff of your local newspaper
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Stuart Mauney is charged with the Dec. 12 killing of man found in roadway

By RIDDHI PATEL
Reporter

The War Eagle Career 
Academy will be a partner-
ship between Wakulla County 
Schools and Lively Technical 
College aimed at expanding 
access to career and technical 
education (CTE) programs for 
local students.

A $20 million grant award-
ed by Triumph Gulf Coast on 
Thursday, Feb. 10 to Wakul-
la County Schools will go 
towards the creation of a 
career academy directly on 
the Wakulla High School 
campus. The academy will 
include the expansion of CTE 
programs, certifications, and 
post-secondary opportunities 
through a partnership with 
Lively Technical College in 
Tallahassee.

The grant money distrib-
uted by Triumph Gulf Coast 
is money from BP intended 
to help mitigate damages to 
the coastal Florida counties, 
including Wakulla, affected by 
the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 

oil spill.
Wakulla High School stu-

dents have had access to a 
handful of CTE programs and 
industry certifications over 
the years including opportu-
nities to receive certifications 
in Autodesk through the en-
gineering academy and certi-
fications in ServSafe through 
the culinary program. 

Such  programs have 
touched a variety of indus-
tries including healthcare, 

hospitality, and technology. 
Some of the programs have 
also included partnerships 
with Lively to offer career fo-
cused dual enrollment cours-
es on the Wakulla High School 
campus. 

Wakulla Assistant Super-
intendent Sunny Chancy 
said the career academy will 
“expand on our career dual 
enrollment that we already 
have in place” and will “offer 
more certifications and get 
them ready for the workforce.”

Potential new CTE pro-
grams or extensions to exist-
ing programs the academy will 
offer include coding, artificial 
intelligence, information tech-
nology, cloud computing, dig-
ital design, banking/finance/
investments, and automotive/
diesel/marine technology.

These programs will be 
linked with additional oppor-
tunities for students to receive 
industry certifications. Those 
opportunities will include the 
ability to receive CompTIA, 
AWS (Amazon Web Services), 
and other certifications. Many 

of these programs and certi-
fications will be stacked so 
that students can build on 
their skills and achieve foun-
dational, intermediate, and 
advanced certifications in 
their chosen industry.

“It provides our students 
with certifications that they 
can use immediately upon 
graduation,” said Wakulla Su-
perintendent Bobby Pearce. 
“With help from Lively and 
Triumph Gulf Coast, Wakul-
la will be able to continue 
its push to provide options 
for our students as they exit 
our system, our adults, and 
continue our reputation of 
excellence.”

Whether academy students 
choose to pursue further 
post-secondary education 
in the industry they chose 
in high school, immediately 
enter the workforce based on 
their certifications, or choose 
a completely different path, 
the career academy will aim 
to prepare students with the 
certifications, transferable 
skills, and career planning 

they may need.
Beyond industry certifica-

tion, the academy will also 
work to help students build 
skills that will transfer be-
tween industries and allow 
them to succeed in which-
ever path they choose. Job 
placement, career planning, 
and on-the-job training will 
also be available through the 
academy and its programs 
– allowing students to be 
better prepared to enter the 
workforce.

The grant application notes 
that the goal of the academy 
is to “fill gaps” in “high-skill, 
high-wage, in-demand jobs,” 
and ultimately the hope is to 
expand the post-secondary 
options and opportunities 
available to local students.

According to a statement 
released by Wakulla Coun-
ty Schools, “The Academy 
classes will be open to K-12 
students during the school 
day, K-12 and adult students 
during the summer, and adult 
students in the evenings.”

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Detectives with the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested Stuart Earl 
Mauney, 66, on Friday, Feb. 
18 for the December mur-
der of a man on Purify Bay 
Road. 

The name of the murder 
victim is not being released 
by the sheriff’s office after 
the victim’s family invoked 
Marsy’s Law, the recently 
approved state constitution-
al amendment intended to 
protect crime victims. 

Back on Dec. 12, a citizen 
found a deceased male lying 
on the dirt portion of Puri-
fy Bay Road, just south of 
the kiosk at the entrance to 
the St. Marks Wildlife Ref-
uge, and reported it to the 
sheriff’s office at 1:22 p.m. 
Deputies responded and se-
cured the scene. Two large 
standard poodles were run-
ning throughout the area, 

which was later determined 
to be significant. The in-
vestigation was assigned to 
detectives of the sheriff’s 
Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion. 

The man who discovered 
the body in the road told The 
Wakulla Sun that he was out 
that day driving down Puri-
fy Bay Road and saw several 
trucks and a group of men 
dressed in hunting clothes. 
After he turned around at 
the end of the run and came 
back by the spot, there was 
a body in the road. He was 
on the scene when deputies 
arrived and said the dead 
man appeared to have been 
shot three times. 

That area of the refuge 
is hunted for general gun, 
mobility impaired, archery, 
and small game hunts. The 
mobility impaired hunt took 
place Dec. 11-13, and was 
to be followed by the general 
gun hunt Dec. 17-19, 2021. 

The murder victim was an 

authorized hunter for the 
upcoming general gun hunt, 
so he was permitted to scout 
the area ahead of time.

Detectives determined 
the murder victim died from 
gunshot wounds. Among 
the items collected from the 
scene were tire and shoe im-
pressions, the victim’s cell 
phone, and multiple spent 
shell casings. A search of 

the victim’s cell phone re-
vealed that on that day, at 
1:06 p.m., it was used to 
photograph the license plate 
on the rear of a red Ford 
F-150 pickup truck regis-
tered to Mauney. 

Detectives interviewed a 
hunter who stated that on 
Dec. 12, he spoke with a man 
walking two large poodles in 
the refuge. The hunter said 
he then drove to the kiosk 
on Purify Bay Road and had 
a conversation with the vic-
tim. According to the hunt-
er, the man with the poodles 
arrived in a red Ford F-150 
pickup, parked, and walked 
over to the kiosk. When pre-
sented with photographic 
lineups, the hunter identi-
fied Mauney and the murder 
victim as the two men at the 
kiosk. The hunter stated he 
left Mauney and the victim 
at the kiosk between 1 and 
1:15 p.m.

On Dec. 12, a search 
warrant was executed at 

Mauney’s residence, located 
about 1.5 miles from where 
the victim had been found. 
Among other items, detec-
tives seized Mauney’s red 
Ford F-150 pickup truck, 
his cell phone, and a pair of 
shoes with a tread pattern 
consistent with those found 
at the crime scene. 

A search of Mauney’s cell 
phone revealed a photo of 
a box of the same caliber, 
brand and type ammunition 
as the spent shell casings 
found at the crime scene.

On Feb. 16, detectives 
were informed that the 
FDLE Crime Lab had linked 
Mauney’s pickup truck tires 
and a shoe seized from his 
residence to impressions 
found at the crime scene.

On Feb. 18, detectives 
obtained an arrest warrant 
charging Mauney with sec-
ond degree murder. Mauney 
was arrested and booked 
into the Wakulla County 
Jail.

Triumph Gulf Coast grant will expand career and technical education programs at Wakulla High School

20 TOP STUDENTS

Turn to Page 9

Man arrested in Purify Bay Road murder
DECEMBER MURDER

$20 million for additional career programs

Stuart Mauney

WAKULLA HONOR COURT

Wakulla High School announces the 
2021-22 Honor Court students, led by Vale-
dictorian Stephen Hartwein and Salutatori-
an Samantha Piotrowski.

The Honor Court for the graduating 
Class of 2022 is Stephen Henley Hartwein, 
Samantha Paige Piotrowski, Clara Marie 
Alford, Victoria Michelle Beck, Bailee Mad-
ison Bendeck, Ryan Daniel Brabham, Vic-
toria Leigh Dichio, Gabriella Marie Jacobs, 
Ryan Van Ly, Annika Michele Matlock,  
Genevieve Kate Montgomery, Kaitlyn Em-
maRee Newell, Allie Alida Nutting, Casey 
Adam Paarlberg, Tristan Dale Silcox, Lily 

Marie Stolk,  Kanoa Montgomery Tucker, 
Natalie Jean Whaley, Marina Huanle Whit-
sell, and Isaac Hwan Yu. 

The Honor Court Banquet will take place 
this spring and will include dinner at Wakul-
la Springs Lodge for students and a presen-
tation at Wakulla High School auditorium to 
follow. The presentation will feature speech-
es by teachers of the honoree’s choice. “To 
maintain such a high level of academic rigor 
with high honors is a great accomplishment 
and speaks to these students’ perseverance 
and commitment to excellence,” said Super-
intendent Bobby Pearce. Salutatorian Samantha Piotrowski and Valedictorian,Stephen Hartwein.

Superintendent Bobby Pearce
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Colby Sparkman’s election lawsuit argued
Circuit Judge Ron Flury weighs a decision after both sides motion for summary judgment

Will allow Sunday alcohol sales at local taproom after a 4-1 vote

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Ron Flury heard arguments 
in a zoom call from attorneys 
in Colby Sparkman’s lawsuit 
against the Wakulla County 
Canvassing Board on Mon-
day, Feb. 7.

Sparkman was a candi-
date for Wakulla County 
property appraiser in August 
2020 who lost the race by 
three votes to candidate Ed 
Brimner.

At the crux of the case are 
12 ballots that were reject-
ed by the canvassing board 
because of a lack of a signa-
ture or the signature did not 
match the elector’s signature 
on file.

One voter did cure her 
ballot but then asked, after 
learning of the close margin, 
that her vote not be count-
ed. The voter, Debra Russell, 
was a former employee of the 
property appraiser’s office 

under Donnie Sparkman, 
Colby Sparkman’s father. 
Russell had sued the office 
alleging sexual harassment 
by a deputy property ap-
praiser, and was later fired.

Russell asked that her 
vote not be counted because, 
given the razor-thin margin, 
it would be obvious how she 
voted.

Mark Herron, the attor-
ney for Sparkman, asked the 
judge to order that Russell’s 
ballot be counted and that 
the other 11 voters be given 
an opportunity to cure their 
ballots.

Attorneys Leonard Collins, 
representing Brimner, and 
Wayne Malaney, represent-
ing the canvassing board, 
contended errors were made 
with the election – but con-
tended there was no fraud 
and no effort to help one can-
didate or another. 

“There was no corruption, 
fraud or misconduct that 
subverted the will of the peo-

ple,” Collins told the judge. 
He also stressed that there 

were actually 53 ballots with 
problems, but that the su-
pervisor of elections office 
worked with voters to fix 
problems on 41 of those bal-
lots.  

Malaney noted that “20 
percent of voters chose not 
to respond for whatever rea-
son.”

Judge Flury did not indi-
cate how he will rule, only 

saying he is taking the argu-
ments under advisement. He 
asked for proposed orders to 
be submitted to him by Feb. 
18.

Much of the controversy in 
the case arises from Spark-
man being told not to contact 
any of the 12 voters with the 
rejected ballots. He asked for 
and was given the names of 
the voters and acknowledged 
in deposition that he had 
called one, but couldn’t re-
member who it was. 

A voter called County Ad-
ministrator David Edwards 
with concerns about Spark-
man calling voters, and Ed-
wards called two canvassing 
board members – County 
Judge Jill Walker, and Coun-
ty Commissioner Quincee 
Messersmith. Both said the 
issue would be brought be-
fore the canvassing board 
and then-Supervisor of Elec-
tions Buddy Wells.

Edwards walked over to 
Wells’ office and confronted 

the supervisor “cussing and 
raising Cain,” according to 
Wells’ deposition. 

Wells said he overreact-
ed to Edwards’ concerns 
by instructing then-Deputy 
Supervisor of Elections Joe 
Morgan to call Sparkman 
and order him not to call vot-
ers. 

It was later acknowledged 
by Wells that that was a mis-
take, that Sparkman was en-
titled to call voters to alert 
them to problems with their 
ballot if he wanted to.

The election night had 
more drama when Sparkman 
was initially declared the 
election winner before Wells 
realized that a number of pre-
cincts had not been counted 
in the race. After those votes 
were tallied, Brimner was 
declared the victor by four 
votes. 

After a recount by the can-
vassing board a few days lat-
er, the margin was narrowed 
to three votes for Brimner. 

City to amend alcohol sale regulations

Colby Sparkman was a candidate 
for property appraiser in the 2020 
election.

By RIDDHI PATEL
Reporter

The Sopchoppy City Com-
mission voted 4-1 at their 
February meeting in favor 
of adopting an ordinance 
amending two sections of 
the code about the sale of 
on-premises alcohol con-
sumption.

The Sopchoppy ordinance 
on alcohol had stated that 
alcohol sold for on-premises 
consumption could only be 
sold from Monday through 
Thursday from 4 to 9 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday 
from noon to 10 p.m. It also 
specified that “taprooms” 
could only sell the beers and 
malt beverages they brewed.

Back in December, the 
owner of Civic Brewing, El-
liot Seidler, asked if the city 
would allow him to sell wine 
from a distributor and if the 
hours he can sell could be 
extended. He hoped to be 
able to open earlier during 
the week and open for a few 
hours on Sunday.

An ordinance was pro-
posed to amend the hours 
of sale and additional re-
quirements sections of the 
alcoholic beverages chap-
ter of the code, and public 
hearings for the ordinance 
were held at the January 
and February commission 
meetings. 

The final ordinance 
amended the permitted 
hours of sale to be Mon-
day through Thursday from 
noon to 9 p.m., Friday and 
Saturday from noon to 10 
p.m., and Sunday from 1 
to 6 p.m. It also amended 
the additional requirements 
section to allow “taprooms” 
to sell wine.

Opinions on the ordi-
nance at the second public 
hearing at the Feb. 15 city 
commission meeting varied 
among members. 

Sopchoppy City Commis-
sioners Fred McClendon, 
Richard Harden, and Roger 
McKenzie were all concerned 
about the permission to sell 
alcohol for on-premises 
consumption on Sunday – 
asking if selling on Sunday 

was a necessity.
Seidler said that the abil-

ity to sell on Sunday would 
positively impact the brew-
ery’s success because in-
creased beach-going traffic 
on that day would mean 
more potential customers.

Harden and McKenzie 
mentioned the outpour-
ing of community concerns 
about the brewery prior to 

its opening, and it was not-
ed that Sunday was left off 
the table during those dis-
cussions. 

“I think its an injustice to 
Civic Brewery to not let him 
run a responsible business 
– a local business – and let 
him profit off of that while 
the Chevron station is sell-
ing cases of beer all day 
throughout Sunday when 

all Elliot wants to do is go 
1 to 6 (o’clock),” said Sop-
choppy Mayor Lara Edwards 
in response to the concerns 
about Sunday sales.

McClendon spoke about 
how Sopchoppy is a qui-
et town, and he wondered 
where the line should be 
drawn in such situations.

While Seidler was ready 
to compromise again at this 

meeting to see if to-go or-
ders would be permissible 
as it would work similarly to 
the beer sales at the Chev-
ron and Dollar General, City 
Commissioner Nathan Lew-
is added another layer to 
the discussion.

“We gave Elliot an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate what 
his relationship to the com-
munity was going to be,” 

Lewis said, adding that the 
relationship was positive 
and that he had not heard 
any complaints about Civic 
Brewery’s alcohol sales. 

Lewis said the ordinance 
should be approved includ-
ing permitting Sunday sales 
at establishments like Civic 
Brewery considering that 
the city is not complete-
ly dry on Sundays and the 

lack of major complaints 
about the Sunday issue at 
the previous hearing for the 
ordinance.

With some commission-
ers on the fence about how 
to vote, the floor was opened 
to any community members 
who wanted to share their 
view on the issue.

“I support Elliot in every-
thing he does – it’s quaint, 

it’s cute, it’s safe,” said Sop-
choppy resident Nancy Paul. 
She added that the brewery 
has responsible business 
practices related to its al-
cohol sales while cans and 
bottles bought at the Chev-
ron or Dollar General often 
end up as litter.

No other community 
members spoke in favor of 
or against the ordinance.

While Harden was still 
unsure of Sunday sales in 
breweries, he did note that 
at the previous hearing he 
asked for Seidler’s original-
ly requested start of sale 
time of noon on Sundays 
to be moved later, and that 
Seidler fulfilled the request 
by changing the requested 
opening time to 1 p.m. 

Lewis made a motion to 
approve the ordinance, and 
the motion was seconded 
by Edwards. Harden and 
McKenzie voted in favor 
of adopting the ordinance 
while McClendon cast the 
lone dissenting vote. 

In another matter, City 
Commissioners Nathan 
Lewis and Richard Harden 
both announced they would 
be stepping down from the 
city commission because of 
Florida Retirement System 
(FRS) rules.

Currently, FRS requires  
that anyone who retires 
from a state job cannot 
work or volunteer for an-
other FRS affiliated position 
within a year of retirement. 
Retirement benefits cannot 
be received during months 
an FRS retiree works for or 
volunteers with an FRS-par-
ticipating employer during 
the one-year re-employment 
limitation period.

Commissioner Lewis will 
resign at the end of Feb-
ruary and Commissioner 
Harden will resign at the 
end of March. 

The city commission will 
be looking to appoint quali-
fied candidates to the com-
mission in their places for 
terms that will end in 2024.

SOPCHOPPY CITY COMMISSION

Sopchoppy City Clerk Ashley Schilling recently 
earned the Master Municipal Clerk certification 
which is the highest designation granted by the In-
ternational Institute for Municipal Clerks. Jackie 
Lawhon, a past president of the Florida Association 
of City Clerks and the former Sopchoppy city clerk, 

presented Schilling with a plaque and pin to com-
memorate the designation.From left to right, city 
commissioners Roger McKenzie, Fred McClendon, 
Richard Harden, Jackie Lawhon, Ashley Schilling, 
Nathan Lewis and Mayor Lara Edwards. (Photo by 
Riddhi Patel)

SOPCHOPPY CLERK

Ashley Schilling is designated as Master Municipal Clerk

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun
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“It’s A New Day!”

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

I didn’t set out to start a 
newspaper, but I didn’t like 
the changes that the corpo-
rate owner intended to make 
with the newspaper I had 
been with for 26 years.

First came the staff re-
ductions: two positions were 
cut, including an inside sales 
person/receptionist who had 
been with the paper for 5 
years.

Then came the loss of lo-
cal control – ads and pages 
would no longer be built at 
the newspaper but at a “hub” 
out of state. The design of 
pages would now be a tem-
plate for cookie-cutter design 
for the dozens of newspapers 
being built. 

Three times I offered to buy 
the newspaper – I wanted to 
keep it a local, community 
paper. Three times I was told 
no.

So I turned in my resigna-
tion before Christmas with no 
idea what I was going to do 
next. 

On a Monday after the hol-
idays, the first person I told 
I was leaving and why asked 
if I had thought about start-
ing my own newspaper. I 
proceeded to tell him all the 
reasons that wouldn’t work. 
The worst of it was that I felt I 
needed to resign from all the 
organizations I was involved 
in – Rotary Club, where I had 
been appointed president a 
second time to fill the term 
of the former president who 
stepped down for personal 
reasons; plus Big Bend Hos-
pice’s local advisory board, 
and the Wakulla Wonderful 
committee planning the cel-
ebration of Wakulla County’s 
founding with a festival on 
March 12. To me, the pros-
pect of giving up that commu-
nity involvement was heart-
breaking but I felt I needed to 
walk away from it.

I told other people, they 
gave me the same response: 
Why don’t you start your own 
paper? I told them why it 
wouldn’t work. By Thursday 
of that week, I was telling yet 
another person why I couldn’t 
and something reached a tip-
ping point. True, there would 
be very significant hurdles 
to overcome. You’d be start-
ing from nothing and trying 

to assemble all the systems 
and processes to generate a 
paper.

But these were solveable 
problems. 

(I’m not using any names 
in this, but the first person I 
told and the person who made 
me wonder if maybe it could 
work are next-door neighbors 
with each other. In a conver-
sation over the fence, the two 
of them actually worked out 
their roles in the story.)

When I got home that eve-
ning, I told Meredith, my 
wife, that I was thinking 
about starting a newspaper. 
She was hesitant. She was 
fully supportive of buying an 
established newspaper – but 
starting a new one?

But it was better than 
some of my earlier ideas, one 
of which was to go to racing 
school.

“To do what?” she asked.
“Be a race driver.”
(Long silence. Throat clear-

ing, then:) “Have you thought 
of anything else?”

Though I wasn’t fully com-
mitted to it, I began to think 
of what would need to hap-
pen to start a new business.

I began to tell people I was 
thinking about starting a pa-
per. The reaction was always 
supportive. People were excit-
ed.

 And what really pushed it 
over the line were those peo-

ple who offered financial sup-
port. I didn’t take it, but the 
fact that people were willing 
to put up money to back the 
paper made me believe that it 
really could work.

(Soon, we will be set up to 
accept tax-deductible dona-
tions to support community 
journalism through the Flori-
da Community News Fund, a 
501(c)3 operated by the Flori-
da Press Foundation.)

In private conversations,  
the other members of the 
newspaper staff – salesper-
son Lynda Kinsey and graph-
ic artist Eric Stanton – said if 
I started a paper, they would 
join. We began referring to it 
as “our” paper.

They both submitted their 
resignations to come here. 
And I want to acknowledge 
what a giant leap of faith that 
was for both of them – Lyn-
da had been with that news-
paper for 33 years, Eric for 
nearly 20. Both gave up a 
steady paycheck and benefits 
to step out into this venture. 
I believe both did it because 
they are sincerely committed 
to community journalism, 
and what a local newspaper 
is supposed to be.

I have thanked both of 
them for jumping off this cliff 
with me.

I want to thank Meredith 
for her support of this ven-
ture.

There’s a lot of other peo-
ple to thank – everyone I talk-
ed to in the community who 
offered support and encour-
agement. 

Thanks to the advertisers 
in this issue. 

Thanks to Al Pasini, a good 
friend and Rotarian, who was 
the official first subscriber 
to The Wakulla Sun. Thanks 
to all of you who have sub-
scribed.

Thanks to Riddhi for join-
ing us. And Jessi.

Thanks to the columnists 
who contributed.

Thanks to those people 
who helped us get the busi-
ness started. 

And thank you to our read-
ers. Without you, none of this 
means anything.

We hope to earn your trust 
and keep it. Though we will 
inevitably make mistakes, we 
will own up to them and cor-
rect the record. 

This is your newspaper. 
It is local. It is sold, de-

signed and built by local peo-
ple. 

If you have a problem or a 
news tip or just want to chat, 
call me. We don’t have land-
lines yet, but my cell phone 
is (850) 566-2232. Or stop by 
the office, 12 Arran Road.

William Snowden is the 
editor and publisher of The 
Wakulla Sun.  

By JOE MORGAN
Supervisor of Elections 

Thank you, Wakulla 
County, for the opportu-
nity to serve you as your 
Supervisor of Elections. 

Here are a few ques-
tions for you...Are you 
election ready? Do you 
know when the primary 
election will be held this 
year? 

Simply put, if an elec-
tion was held tomorrow 
are you ready to cast a 
ballot? We are fast ap-
proaching the primary 
election season so here 
are a few dates to re-

member... Early voting 
will begin on August 
13th thru August 20th 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Election Day will be 
on August 23rd from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.

Here are a few ques-
tions you can ask your-
self to be prepared for 
the upcoming primary 
election. Are you regis-
tered to vote? Are you in 
the party you want to be 
in? Will you want a vote 
by mail ballot or are you 
already set to receive a 
vote by mail ballot? Do 
you know where your 
precinct location is? 
These are just a few of 
the questions that come 
up during an election 
cycle. This is how you 
become election ready.

Have you thought of 
running for office? Here 
is a list of local offices 
up for election. County 
Judge, County Commis-
sion District 2, County 

Commission District 4, 
School Board District 1, 
School Board District 3, 
School Board District 5, 
Soil & Water District 2, 
Soil & Water District 3, 
and Soil & Water Dis-
trict 4.

If you are unsure of 
any of the above infor-
mation you can contact 
our office at 850-926-
7575 or you can email us 
at www.wakullacounty-
soe@wakullaelectionfl.
gov. We appreciate the 
opportunity to serve you 
and will do our best to 
help in any way possible 
to make the voting pro-
cess as easy as possible. 

You can also like 
our Facebook page at 
Wakulla County Super-
visor of Elections for up-
dates. We look forward 
to serving you.

Joe Morgan is Wakul-
la County Supervisor of 
Elections.

Are you election ready? Wakulla Wonderful 
celebration is set for March 12

By RACHEL PIENTA
4-H Agent

The Wakulla Wonder-
ful event is back! In 2019, 
4–H led the first ever and 
now annual celebration of 
Wakulla County’s birth-
day, the day the coun-
ty was founded, March 
11, 1843. The first cele-
bration was held on the 
courthouse lawn, with 
live music, a food ven-
dor, birthday cake, and a 
proclamation reading by 
4–H members.

Plans for 2020 ex-
panded to a street festival 
behind the courthouse. 
Plans were canceled by 
Covid two days before the 
event.

In 2021, Wakulla 4-H 
celebrated Wakulla Won-
derful with the Walk 
Across Wakulla program 
and a proclamation read-
ing at the county com-
mission meeting.

For 2022, we are 
bringing back the street 
festival birthday party 
and incorporating the 
Walk Across Wakulla 
program into the festiv-
ities leading up to and 
during the event. There 
is still time to walk with 
us, register at this link or 
call the Wakulla Coun-
ty Extension Office at 
850-926-3931 https://
blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/wakul-
laco/2022/01/31/walk-
across-wakulla-with-us/. 

On Saturday, March 
12, from 3 to 8 pm, 
Wakulla 4-H invites the 
community to join us 
at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Courthouse square 
on High Road for a free 
celebration of Wakulla’s 
founding and community 
history. Weather permit-
ting, the celebration will 
be in the closed road and 
parking lot areas.

Wakulla County has a 
rich and extensive histo-

ry dating back 12,000+ 
years! Wakulla County 
was formed on March 
11, 1843 by an act of the 
Florida Legislature as the 
23rd county of Florida. In 
recognition of Wakulla’s 
founding, Wakulla 4-H 
has asked the Board of 
County Commissioners 
to declare March 6 – 12, 
2022 as Wakulla Won-
derful Week in Wakulla 
County.

The objective of 
Wakulla Wonderful Week 
is to share a message of 
recognition and celebra-
tion of Wakulla’s 179th 
birthday. This week sets 
aside time to reflect on 
the wonderful county we 
live in and the benefits we 
enjoy living here. 

The event will feature 
live music, historical 
tours and an illustrated 
history walk, vendors, 
and more. “Walk Across 
Wakulla” participants will 
be recognized during the 
event. Participants may 
choose from a self-guided 
historical timeline exhibit 
experience, narrated his-
torical tours of the Old 
Courthouse (current-
ly used by the Wakulla 
Chamber of Commerce), 
the Old Jail (current-
ly houses the Historical 
Society), and the histori-
cal timeline exhibit. Tour 
narrations provided by 
Wakulla Historical Soci-
ety member Brent Thur-
mond. 

Entertainment will 
be provided by perform-
ers from Rockulla and 
the Coon Bottom Creek 
Band. Wakulla County’s 
birthday cake will be pro-
vided by Kast Net and the 
cake will be cut at 3:20 
p.m. Cake slices are free 
while supplies last.

Event Schedule:
3 p.m. Event Begins 

with Wakulla Wonderful 
Week Proclamation Read-
ing & Welcome.

3:10 p.m. Walk Across 
Wakulla participants will 
be awarded race medal-
lions for completing 32 
miles.

3:20 p.m. Birthday 
Cake Cutting.

3:30 p.m. Historical 
Tours begin.

3:35 p.m. Rockulla 

musical performances 
begin.

6 p.m. Coon Bottom 
Creek Band performs. 

7:55 p.m. Event clos-
ing and final remarks. 

The best way to enjoy 
this event is to bring your 
family and outdoor chairs 
to sit in front of the stage. 
Enjoy the vendors and the 
tours. Purchase meals 
from the food trucks. Set-
tle in for a relaxing eve-
ning outdoors and enjoy 
the live music with your 
neighbors.

Special thanks are 
due to all the Wakulla 
Wonderful partners, vol-
unteers, and commit-
tee members. This event 
would not be possible 
without support from The 
Wakulla Sun, the Wakul-
la Library, Friends of the 
Library, Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office, Lamar 
Advertising, the Wakulla 
County Historical Soci-
ety, the Wakulla County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
UF/IFAS Wakulla Coun-
ty Extension, the Wakul-
la County Clerk of Court, 
and the Wakulla Board 
of County Commission-
ers. Thank you to Jason 
and Jessica Revell for the 
stage and to David Pien-
ta for providing technical 
sound support. 

Community and civic 
organizations are invited 
to participate in the cel-
ebration. Please contact 
Dr. Rachel Pienta at 850-
926-3931 or r.pienta@
ufl.edu for registration in-
formation. Local vendors 
who offer Wakulla-made 
items may also apply to 
be included in the event. 
Space is limited. Food 
truck vendors may also 
apply to participate. All 
organizations and ven-
dors must submit regis-
tration forms by March 
1. Forms are available at 
the Wakulla Extension 
office located at 84 Cedar 
Avenue, Crawfordville, 
Florida. 

 
For more information 

about Wakulla Wonderful 
Week or other Wakulla 
4-H and Extension pro-
grams, please call 850-
926-3931 or visit sfyl.ifas.
ufl.edu/wakulla/4-h/.

How we got here: The start of The Wakulla Sun

Something on your mind? Email Letters to the Editor to 
editor@thewakullasun.com or drop it by the office at 12 Arran 

Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.
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< Heard on the Street > 

 “ ROBERT MANNING
EVENT COORDINATOR

“The camaraderie,  
the unity of this 
community. ”

JENNIE V. JONES
WAKULLA CHRISTIAN COALITION

“The ruralness of it! 
But we are growing 
so much right now. I 
want to add that the 
Christian Coalition 

is going on 20 years.” 

Polled at the Wakulla Christian Coalition’s Black History Parade:

BOSSIE HAWKINS 
WAKULLA CHRISTIAN COALITION

“I like the rural 
feel of it.”

“I like the unity 
and togetherness. 
And, in times of 

need - United We 
Stand!”

SHIRLEY HOWARD
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

KENNY MANNING
EVENT COORDINATOR

“The love from the 
citizens and the 

agencies. The sheriff’s 
office, the school board, 
the health department,  
and so many more, lots 

of unity.”

What’s your favorite thing about Wakulla County?

Wakulla Station News

Senior Citizens News

Library News

By VERNA BROCK

Welcome to the newest 
journalistic kid on the block, 
The Wakulla Sun! I am very 
excited to see my friend, Bill 
Snowden, stepping out to 
fill the local news gap with a 
brand new venture that is all 
about Wakulla County.

Without a doubt, our cit-
izens can generate enough 
local news to fill the pages 
of this ambitious enterprise. 
I decided to offer my modest 
literary skills writing weekly 
columns all about the Wakul-
la Station area, for the first 
time in years. Old timers will 
recall I wrote this column 
many years ago, covering all 
manner of news, happy and 
sad.

I invite you to contact me 
with upcoming events, hap-
penings, and news you wish 
to share with your neighbors. 
My phone number is 850-

421-3730; my email is ver-
nalsbrock@gmail.com. Please 
give me your news and infor-
mation by noon each Monday.

Currently, I can tell you 
that the Woodville Founders 
Day Festival is planned for 
Saturday, March 12th, at the 
J. Lewis Hall Ball Fields, from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is both 
a fundraiser for the Woodville 
VFD and a celebration of the 
amazing history of Woodville. 
There are already 54 vendors 
signed up with fun, beautiful 
and useful items for sale. We 
will also have a wide variety of 
performers, re-enactors and 
demonstrators sharing every-
thing from quilting to black-
smithing, to a rare Galicenos 
heritage breed horse. Be sure 
to plan to come out and join 
the fun!

Later in the evening of the 
12th, you are invited to join 
us for the annual Wakul-
la Wonderful celebration in 

Crawfordville. Beginning at 3 
p.m., there will be food, enter-
tainment and displays for the 
entire family. 

If your church is planning 
special activities for the Eas-
ter/Lenten season, be sure to 
let me know so I can let our 
neighbors plan. The Wakul-
la United Methodist Church 
has already made plans for 
Ash Wednesday service, Palm 
Sunday, a combined Maun-
dy Thursday/Good Friday 
service, and a glorious cele-
bration of Christ’s Resurrec-
tion on Easter Sunday. Ash 
Wednesday service will be 
on March 2nd, at 6:30 p.m. 
and all are welcome to join 
us. Details for further Easter 
services will be forthcoming 
soon.

Surely many of you have 
noticed the building frenzy 
happening across the coun-
ty. Directly across the Wood-
ville Hwy. from my home is a 

brand new subdivision that 
will eventually have nearly 
80 new homes. I am pleased 
that the county and the de-
veloper are ensuring each 
home will have a “high per-
forming” septic system, since 
this side of the county rests 
directly over the karst system 
and the Wakulla Springs wa-
ter basin. But I am concerned 
about the prospect of gas, oil, 
fertilizer and pesticide runoff 
that could pollute the Florida 
Aquifer.

I have asked FDOT to re-ex-
amine the speed limits along 
this stretch of the Woodville 
Hwy., since it is 45 mph at 
the traffic signal, increasing 
to 55 mph at the subdivision, 
which clearly is inappropri-
ate for the traffic that will 
soon traverse the road.  If you 
share my concerns, let me 
know.

For the most part folks wel-
come growth in the county, 

but want it to be well-planned 
and an asset for our citizens. 

With that, I am pleased to 
welcome Forgotten Coast An-
imal Clinic to the neighbor-
hood. Drs. Julia Whited and 
Cassie Manuel opened their 
doors in 2020, giving the 
northeast side of the county 
a convenient and profession-
al option for pet care. Having 
known Dr. Whited long before 
she became a vet, and Dr. 
Manuel since she practiced 
in Monticello, I was really ex-
cited to have them practicing 
practically on my doorstep 
(sure beats driving to Monti-
cello)! We are very fortunate to 
have several excellent options 
to choose from in Wakulla 
County, and this recent addi-
tion is very welcome.

Remember, if you have 
news you want to share, let 
me know! I look forward to 
hearing from you.

By JOHN SHUFF
and SANDI McDANIEL

The Wakulla Senior 
Citizens Council has 
been busy formulating 
our plans for 2022.

First off though, we 
would like to congratu-
late the Wakulla Sun for 
“rising” to the challenge 
of starting a new busi-
ness and we wish them 
well!

Last year, we were 
focused on getting our 
legs back under our-
selves financially and 
better understanding 
the challenges we faced. 
We feel we overcame 
those challenges with 
our first ever finan-
cial audit, successful 

fund raising, learning 
to deal with Covid, and 
now looking forward to 
the New Year. We have 
grown from being open 
4 days a week to 5, and 
also have live music on 
Tuesdays and Fridays 
instead of just Fridays. 
We look forward to add-
ing new activities soon!

We are actively plan-
ning for a change to the 
old “Christmas in July” 
event to a “Christmas 
after Dark” event on 
July 22nd from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter. Please save the date 
as our team puts the 
finishing touches on the 
event.

We also are in the be-
ginning stages of a long 

journey working with 
the National Council on 
Aging to get our center 
accredited for the first 
time. We expect this 
initiative to take up to 
two years to complete, 
but the destination will 
be worth the journey. 
Very few centers are 
nationally accredited 
with the benefits being 
a deeper understanding 
of programs that work 
best for our seniors, 
national and regional 
recognition, increased 
credibility when apply-
ing for grants, and we 
hope, even better “buy 
in” from our local do-
nor base the citizens of 
Wakulla County.

We are also starting 

up a new committee for 
fund raising, separate 
from traditionally be-
ing part of the events 
committee. We will be 
exploring ways to raise 
funds through social 
media events like “Giv-
ing Tuesday” and other 
options like voluntary 
payroll contributions, 
etc. All senior organi-
zations are funded with 
the expectation that 
local fundraising will 
be used to top off their 
budgets.

So this looks to be 
another transformative 
year for our Center and 
we look forward, with 
your help, to another 
excellent year!

The Wakulla Senior 

Citizens Council is prob-
ably the most complex 
non-profit 501(c)3 or-
ganization in the coun-
ty. We have 29 employ-
ees, large before- and 
after-school programs, 
adminster the local 
transportation system, 

provide the Meals on 
Wheels program, and 
do in home healthcare 
besides the more visible 
functions at the Center. 

If you meet up with 
one of our volunteer 
board members thank 
them for their service!

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Thursday, February 24
  Kids Coding 5pm
  Friends of the Library General 
Meeting 6pm
  Wakulla Democratic Executive 
Committee 6pm
Friday, February 25
  Quilting Guild 9:30am 
  Virtual Reality Coding 4:30pm
Saturday, February 26
  Book Club 10:30am
Monday, February 28
  No Programs Today
Tuesday, March 1
  Book Bunch 10am
  Lego Club 4pm
Wednesday, March 2
  Book Babies 10am
  Wakulla Feeding Wakulla 2pm
  Knitting Group 4pm
  Public Library Artemis Pro-

gram 5pm
Thursday, March 3
   Kids Coding Signup 5pm

NEW BOOK CLUB!
Join others interested in 

reading about history! The first 
selection will be W.E.B. DuBois’ 
classic book on the Reconstruc-
tion era in American History: 
“Black Reconstruction in Ameri-
ca” (published in 1935). DuBois, 
a historian, sociologist, and civ-
il rights activist, was the first 
black person to earn a doctorate 
from Harvard. Born in Massa-
chusetts in 1868, he became a 
professor of history at Atlanta 
University. The discussion lead-
er for this book will be Dr. Aure-
lia Aubert, Ph.D. The Book Club 
will meet on Saturdays from 

10:30 am to 12 noon beginning 
Feb. 26. For more information 
contact Andrea Carter at (850) 
926-3164.

DR. SEUSS’S BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION

Join us as we celebrate the 
quirky man himself – Dr. Se-
uss! Beginning at 6pm we will 
have games, photo ops, themed 
snacks, and end the silly fun 
with a showing of the Lorax. 
6pm March 4th. 

VETERANS MEETUP
Veterans who served in any 

branch of the Armed Forces are 
invited to a casual meetup for 
coffee, donuts, and conversa-
tion. Adults only. Third Thurs-
day of each month at 11am.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Providing Insurance & 
Financial Services

Agent Bus: 850 745 2148 
23 Azalea Drive Unit A, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Kiersten Smith 

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Rotary Valentine’s Parade and Festival on Feb. 12

Black History Parade on Feb. 19

Heather Bryan tosses necklaces from the Wakulla Public Library’s Mardi Gras float.

Little Salem Primitive Baptist Church Youth Department walk in the parade. The float for Spirit & Truth Christian Fellowship.

The Wakulla High School Dance Team.After the parade, visitors at Hudson Park.

The Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Office float.

Tiger Rock Martial Arts sudents show off their skills.School Board members Joann Daniels and Verna Brock with Superintendent Bobby Pearce.

Major Ray Johnson, United Way’s Beth Phillips, Sheriff 
Jared Miller, and United Way’s Sara Dow.

Rotarians Al Pasini and Kiersten Smith, above, at the club’s ‘Kissing Booth’ 
– which gave out Hershey’s kisses, not smooches.

Wakulla Sun editor William Snowden, left, was the honorary Grand Mar-
shal of the parade and rode in Bob Hartsfield’s 1955 Chevy truck.

PHOTOS BY RIDDHI PATEL 
EXCEPT SNOWDEN PHOTO BY RACHEL PIENTA

PHOTOS BY RIDDHI PATEL 
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Obituaries

Heather 
Benton
AVP/Associate  
Relationship Manager
Prime Meridian Bank
NMLS# 1528131 

Crawfordville  |  Tallahassee  |  Lakeland  |  TryMyBank.com  |  850.926.4320 NMLS# 393620 

Prime Meridian Bank 
is a true community 
bank run by a team 
you know and trust. 
Enjoy state-of-the-art 
banking coupled with 
personal service and 
hometown values.

5-STAR RATING
BauerFinancial.com

The power of transforming love

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Soon we’ll enter an-
other election season. 
If history repeats itself, 
the opposing side will 
post on social media ev-

ery disgraceful moment 
their “enemy” ever did. 
It’s distressing seeing 
our political leaders’ 
worst moments tele-
vised.

Every minute of ev-
ery day, there’s no es-
caping inquiring minds.

As wonderful as I am 
(tongue in cheek, for 
sure), I’m glad there 
isn’t a camera or Smart-
phone recording my 
every word and action.

Yet God hears and 
sees everything I do, 
every minute of every 
day. If I allow myself 
to think about this too 

much, I feel ashamed.
The point of this 

week’s column is not to 
comment on our candi-
dates’ poor behavior – or 
the grave consequences 
of their actions. Rather, 
I hope to encourage us 
to remember that we all 
need a Savior.

“But God shows his 
love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Ro-
mans 5:8 ESV). The Re-
deemer Himself – while 
we were in our shame-
ful, sinful state – died 
for us.

The closer we come 

to Christ, the more we 
recognize how utterly 
wretched we are and 
how much we need a 
Savior. Yet, God, in 
His mercy, sees us as 
endearing and worthy 
of love. 

It is this mercy and 
love that transforms us. 

If we feel we’re not 
as bad as the one who 
sits on death row, or 
someone who got sus-
pended from school, or 
a politician exposed for 
saying or doing despi-
cable acts, perhaps we 
need to read Luke 18. 

Observe the humil-

ity of the tax collector 
when he recognized his 
own faults and stood 
“far off, [and] would not 
even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sin-
ner!’” (verse 13, ESV). 

We. All. Sin. 
The sooner we go to 

our heavenly Father 
to confess our sin and 
ask for forgiveness, the 
sooner we’ll experience 
His mercy and transfor-
mational power.

As we allow God to 
continue His work in 
us, we’ll become people 

of integrity and enjoy 
the benefits of a good 
reputation. And with 
humble and grateful 
hearts, we’ll be less 
likely to point fingers 
on social media – and 
more likely to pray for 
those who are stum-
bling. 

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author of 
the blog, www.Today-
CanBe-Different.net. 
You can reach her at 
SherylHBoldt.wave94@
gmail.com.

James “Jimmy” P. Laird, 78, of Craw-
fordville, passed away Feb. 14, 2022. 

He was born Oct.18, 1943 to the late 
Bill C. and Clora Mae Laird. He had 
lived in Crawfordville his entire life, 
where he loved being outdoors, wheth-
er hunting, fishing, camping, he en-

joyed every minute of it. He retired from 
the City of Tallahassee after 32 years of 
employment.

He is survived by his wife of 60 years, 
Gail Patricia Laird; two sons, James 
Perry Jr. (wife Colleen), Ronald Lesley 
Laird; four sisters, Louise Henderson 
(Mike), Loretta Lawrence (Alton), Mar-
ion Robert (Delbert), and Cathy Rob-
erts; brother, Tony Laird (Mary Ann); 
two grandsons, Clif and Josh Laird; 
two great-granddaughters; and many 
friends.

He was predeceased by his father, 
Bill C. Laird Sr.; his mother Clora Mae 
Laird; two sisters, Olean Reeves and 
Ethelle Robinson; and brother Bill C. 
Laird Jr.

Graveside funeral services were held 
Friday, Feb. 18, 2022, at 2 p.m. at the 
New Light Church Cemetery in Craw-
fordville. 

Skip & Trey Young are assisting the 
family. Family Funeral Home at Harvey 
Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyf-
hc.com

Henry “Buddy” Wayne Vause, 80, 
of Crawfordville, passed away Feb. 
15, 2022. 

He was a native and life-time res-
ident of Wakulla County. He worked 
in construction, building homes for 

several years and then he taught 
carpentry at Wakulla High School 
for 28 years. He also served 4 years 
as a Wakulla County Commissioner, 
during that time the Hudson Park Pa-
vilion was built. He was a member at 
Whiddon Lake Baptist Church. 

Survivors include his wife, Gay 
Vause; children, Billy Raker (Jenni-
fer), Connie Sanders (Billy Rae), Juan 
Key (Debbie), and Keith Key (Michele); 
sisters, Ethel “Red” Vause and Raye 
Wright; brother, D.R. Vause (Dalyn-
da); seven grandchildren and several 
great-grandchildren. 

The family received friends Satur-
day, Feb.19, 2022, from 10 to 11 a.m. 
at Family Funeral Home at Harvey 
Young Chapel and the Funeral Ser-
vice was held at 11 a.m. Burial fol-
lowed at the Whiddon Lake Cemetery. 

Skip & Trey Young are assisting 
the family. Family Funeral Home at 
Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 
Familyfhc.com

James ‘Jimmy’ P. LairdHenry ‘Buddy’ Wayne Vause

DEATH NOTICES
• Norman “Normie” Geske, 79, St. Teresa, died Feb. 13, 2022.Family Funeral Home at Harvey 
Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com
• William Franklin Hatton Jr., 68, of Sopchoppy, died Feb. 15, 2022. Family Funeral Home at Har-
vey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com

• John Walter Hitron, 77, of Carrabelle, died Feb. 11, 2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young 
Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com
• Kathleen “Kitty” L. Strickland, 88, of Crawfordville, died Feb. 13, 2022. Family Funeral Home at 
Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com
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When Caring Counts, 
You Can Count on Us!

WAKULLA’S LOCALLY 
OWNED FUNERAL HOME

850-926-5919
3106 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Funeral Home & Cremation Services

Family

I have proudly served the Citizens of Wakulla County for 
more than 40 years. Helping people is my passion, and 
we,  at Family Funeral Home and Crematory, are honored 
to serve families when they need us the most. I know how 
important it is for our community to support locally owned 
businesses. I want to personally welcome The Wakulla 
Sun to Crawfordville and wish them much success in their 
endeavor to report on local news and events to the people 
here in our county. 

FREE Signature Bedding Bundle With the Purchase of a Legends Signature Mattress

$200 OFF Stanhope
Mattress Sets FREE Stanhope

Bedding Bundle
2 Stanhope Pillows and a Mattress Protector 
(Flat & Power  Twin XL-1 Pillow)

BEDDING
BUNDLES!

Sleep as if you’re in a Preidential Suite!
FREE
2 Signature Pillows and a Mattress Protector (Flat & Power  Twin XL-1 Pillow)

Just Right FINANCING*   Credit Options That Fit Your Life.

Offer valid January 25, 2022 – February 28, 2022  *Certain restrictions and exclusions apply. Applicants must meet all State and Federal requirements 
and State age requirements. Offer not available to applicants in default on a Badcock account, or in an active bankruptcy, In store or on line. 

2591 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville FL   Badcock.com   850-926–2281   9AM - 6PM on Mon-Fri • 9AM - 4PM on Sat

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
LEETRAILERSALES.NET

Family Owned 
& Operated

Same Location 
for 41 years

3922 CRAWFORDVILLE RD. TALLAHASSEE, FL 32305
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From Page 2

Overall, the academy will 
improve accessibility to CTE 
programs and certifications 
for local students of all ages. 
Through school choice, acad-
emy programs may also be 
available on a limited basis to 
students from surrounding 
counties as well.

The programs implement-
ed through the War Eagle 
Career Academy will be of-
fered at no cost to enrolled 
students. This, along with 
the academy being located 
at the high school, increases 
the accessibility of career and 
technical education for local 
students.

Industry certifications of-
ten correlate with higher 
earning potential, and as 
career academy students 

enter the workforce, they will 
be able to reap these bene-
fits without having incurred 
any cost for the education 
received.

“It gives our kids an op-
portunity to accelerate them-
selves further outright upon 
the point that they leave us,” 
said Pearce.

According to the final 
grant application for the 
project, the career academy 
will benefit students, their 
families, and the community 
as a whole when it comes to 
income.

Students and their families 
will not have to spend part of 
their household income for 
the certifications and the 
certifications will increase 
the likelihood of higher pay-
ing jobs for students exiting 
the academy. For those rea-

sons, the median household 
income for Wakulla will be 
expected to increase in the 
long run due to the creation 
and implementation of the 
War Eagle Career Academy.

The Triumph Gulf Coast 
grant funding will allow for 
the construction of the acad-
emy and the initial imple-
mentation of the expanded 
CTE programs. 

Pearce said the academy 
will be constructed as “an 
addition onto the rear of 
Wakulla High School.” He 
continued by saying it will be 
near and possibly connected 
to the bus garage – which 
was recently renovated to 
house automotive and HVAC 
programs.

The career academy and 
programs will be maintained 
by Wakulla County Schools 

and Lively Technical College. 
As mentioned in the final 
grant application, the school 
district plans for the acad-
emy to be sustainable long 
term through state funding 
allocated based on student 
enrollment numbers – en-
rollment that they expect will 
increase annually.

According to Pearce, fund-
ing to do major construction 
projects like what will be 
required for Wakulla’s CTE 
academy is often a major 
roadblock for small rural dis-
tricts like Wakulla. Chancy 
has been the driving force 
behind this project, and her 
efforts combined with the 
efforts of everyone in the 
Wakulla Superintendent’s 
office and the Triumph grant 
funding have made this proj-
ect, which has been a goal for 

over five years, a possibility.
Though no official opening 

date has been set for the War 
Eagle Career Academy, the 
Triumph grant will allow for 
Wakulla County Schools to 
immediately move forward 
with the project.

The War Eagle Career 
Academy is expected to have 
a significant positive impact 
on local students and their 
families, the community at 
large, and potentially even 
the surrounding counties.

In their grant application, 
the school district shared 
that Wakulla County Schools 
and Lively Technical College 
“are focused on promoting 
talent and innovation to its 
community and students.”  

Chancy said, “The main 
goal is to serve our students 
and our community.” 

$20 million for additional career programs

BEER
WINE

ICE
 Play   
 Here
    FL
 Lottery

Lottery

Beer

Fine Wine

Liquor

....and 
much more!

Barn’sSpirits
Fine Wine & Liquor

Best Liquor and Wine seLection in WakuLLa!
1306 Coastal Hwy, Panacea, FL 32346   850-713-0181

Open 7 Days 
Stop on your way to the Gulf

1970  Woodville Hwy, 
Crawfordville,
FL, 32327  
Corner of Woodville Hwy. & Coastal Hwy. 98 
On your way to St. Marks Refuge, Wakulla & St. Marks Rivers.

Barn’sLiquor
Open 7 Days 

850-817-0055

We 
Deliver

www.Barns-Spirits.com
Online Ordering & Pickup.

We Welcome

Congratulations to The Team!

Happy Birthday 
Wakulla County

Please contact Quincee Messersmith 
at 850-933-8371

Wakulla Wonderful Week, March 6 - 12, 2022, seeks to send a message of 
recognition and celebration of Wakulla’s 179th birthday. This week will allow 
time to reflect on the wonderful county we live in and the benefits we have 
living here. Wakulla 4-H serves the purpose of educating our citizens and youth, 
inspiring growth in everyone and pledging our heads to clearer thinking, our 
hearts to greater loyalty, our hands to larger service, and our health to better 
living so that our citizens can make Wakulla County eren more wonderful.

As We Anticipate the Celebration 
of Wakulla County’s 179th Birthday

Friday, March 12, 2022 from 3pm - 8pm 

Looking Forward to Hearing from you as we Celebrate our County’s 
Birthday and all the Great Reasons we all Call Wakulla County Home. 

Wonderfullee Wakulla ~ Quincee Messersmith

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY
Benny Lovel

March 11

on the Courthouse Lawn, along High Street
23 High Dr. Crawfordville

and extending to our other historical surroundings, 
I would love to take this opportunity to hear from persons who 
have the most Birthday candles in our county, and invite you to 

come join us for this festive event.

Wakulla 4-H cordially invites the Board of County Commissioners, 
all Elected officials, our business community and all citizens to join 

Wakulla 4-H for a celebration of Wakulla County.Protected Under
18 U.S.C. 707
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Next Level Service…
Guaranteed!

Big Enough to Serve You. 
Small Enough to Care!

Waypoint Properties Provides 
Full-Service Property Management

It is our pleasure to offer a full-service, hassle free management program to our owners and our 
tenants! We pride ourselves on the landlords we represent and the quality rental properties they 
offer. Our staff helps match duplexes, townhomes, and single-family homes with reliable tenants. 
We believe communication is key to success. By bridging the gap between tenant and landlord, we 
help properties thrive and achieve long-term growth. And we’re ready to help you!

At Waypoint Property Management, we offer:
•  Specialized marketing, leasing, and management of rental homes.
• Initiate tenant screening. This includes: Credit, Background, Employment verification 

and previous rental verification.
• Coordinate any and all maintenance.
• Handle 1099 filing for our owners & offer e-filing options.
• Allow access to owners & tenants on our online portal to make paying and receiving 

rent an easy process.
• Move-in/Move-out Inspections along with quarterly inspections.

AND MUCH MORE! 
We would love the opportunity to earn your investment property 

and help you make the most of your investment.

(850) 926-9100
3004 Crawfordville Hwy. Crawfordville, FL 32327

www.WPTProperties.com

Congratulations to The Wakulla Sun
on your first issue!

Here’s to many more!

(850) 926-9100
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School distribution 
sponsored by

For Black History Month: The Florida Black Heritage Trail

Celebrating 
Newspapers in 

Education Week

In 1990, the Florida legislature created the Study Commission on African-American History in Florida 
to increase public awareness of African Americans contributions to the state. The commission was asked 
to recommend methods to establish a “Heritage Trail” to identify sites, buildings and other points of inter-
est in black history that should be preserved and promoted as tourist attractions.

The first edition of the Florida Black Heritage Trail, published in 1991, was a product of the commis-
sion, the Florida Division of Historical Resources and the many citizens who assisted in developing the 
book. The Florida Black Heritage Trail is a microcosm of African-American landmarks and legacies that 
exist in various Florida locations.

Released in May 2007, this third edition of the Florida Black Heritage Trail was produced by VISIT 
FLORIDA, the Florida Department of State and the Florida African American Heritage Preservation Net-
work. It features 64 colorful pages highlighting historic African-American sites from Pensacola to Key 
West and like the previous editions includes profiles and biographical sketches of many distinguished and 
accomplished African-American Floridians.

By JODI PUSHKIN 
President Florida Press Educational Services

Florida Press Educational Services (FPES) is proud 
to commemorate Newspaper in Education Week 
2022 and encourages teachers, parents and students 
to read the newspaper daily in school and at home to 
enrich their lives. FPES and its member Newspaper 
in Education programs join in celebrating Newspa-
per in Education Week the first full school week in 
March.

This annual event is a fantastic opportunity for 
publishers and marketing, news, circulation and ad-
vertising directors to learn the importance of News-
paper in Education (NIE) programs, too.

Since the 1800s, NIE programs have been imple-
mented by newspapers to engage young readers in 
their local news and communities. Engaging young 
readers is paramount for a newspaper’s longevity. 
Newspapers are paramount for the future of a pros-
perous and well-educated society.

Reading every day is imperative for all people, 
especially children. Reading increases vocabulary, 
writing skills and knowledge of the world around us. 
What better way to increase knowledge about the 
world than by reading the local newspaper?

Did you know that more than 60 percent of people 
with high exposure to newspapers in childhood are 
regular readers of newspapers as adults, according 
to a study conducted for the News Media Alliance, 
former Newspaper Association of America Foun-
dation? That percentage is significant because sta-
tistically people who read the newspaper daily are 
more engaged citizens. Engaged citizens participate 
in their communities by voting and practicing good 
citizenship.

The goal of NIE programs is to create a generation 
of critical readers, engaged citizens and consumers. 
John F. Kennedy said, “Our progress as a nation can 
be no swifter than our progress in education. The hu-
man mind is our fundamental resource.” The goal of 
NIE is to engage and develop that resource.

The No. 1 reason to use newspapers in education 
at school and at home is the newspaper provides 
readers with a living textbook. The newspaper is an 
opportunity and a resource for students to practice 
higher-order comprehension skills. It is the job of NIE 
programs across the Florida to not only provide that 
resource, but also to encourage active teacher and 
student engagement of resource.

Using newspapers as a teaching tool can improve 
reading skills and student performance on stan-
dardize tests. In addition, reading the newspaper at 
school and home helps young people learn about the 
world around them.

Teachers utilize newspaper activities to promote 
learning, support Florida Standard benchmarks and 
expectations, plus have fun interpreting photos, ad-
vertisements, cartoons and headlines.

Newspapers add dynamic dimensions to all sub-
jects, from Language Arts to business to science and 
everything in between.

NIE programs around Florida partner local busi-
nesses and government organizations to promote 
community engagement, awareness and encourage 
real-world education lessons that combine educa-
tional marketing goals of the businesses with the 
needs of the schools.

To learn more about Florida’s NIE programs, visit 
the Florida Press Educational Services (FPES) web-
site at fpesnie.org.

Jodi Pushkin is the President of Florida Press Edu-
cational Services. She is the manager for the Tampa 
Bay Times Newspaper in Education program. 

Trinity Wesleyan Methodist Church Key West, Florida

Ritz Theater, Davis and State Streets, Jacksonville, Florida.

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

THE OLD PRO

By MARJ LAW

We’re at the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
range one fine Wednes-
day morning. 

Anna is a newbie. She 
comes to me.

“I’m having trouble 
jacking the slide,” she 
complains. “Can you 
help me?”

“What are you shoot-
ing?”

“My Sig Sauer P320 
compact 9mm,” she re-
plies.

“That doesn’t sound 
too bad,” I say encour-
agingly. “What’s the 
problem?”

“Well, my husband 
Henry showed me how 
to do it,” she explains. 
“You hold the gun just 
below chest high. He 
said to hold it with my 
right hand, since I’m 
right-handed.”

“Sounds good so far.”
“OK. Now, this is what 

I ’m supposed to do. 
Keeping my index fin-
ger off the trigger, and 
pointing the gun in a 
safe direction, I grip the 
back of the slide with 
my left hand’s thumb 
and index finger.”

She shows me. So far, 
so good.

“Henry says to push 
my right hand towards 
the left, and push the 
left hand towards the 
right. This is supposed 
to move the slide back-
wards. If the gun locks 
back, then I push down 
the slide release button 
and the slide zips for-
ward.”

“Great! What’s the 
prob?”

“Well, I can’t push it 
all the way back. And, 
another thing, he says 

to push the slide back, 
and if it doesn’t lock, 
let it zip forward on its 
own.”

“And?”
“Well, I can’t do that, 

either. I’m pushing hard 
with both hands (in op-
posite directions), but I 
can’t seem to push hard 
enough.”

“What does Henry say 
to that?”

“He demonstrates 
again. He says to me: 
‘Anna Banana, you’re 
a hundred (mumble 
mumble)-pound weak-
ling. With your birdie 
bones, maybe you just 
can’t do it.’ So he racks 
the slide over and over 
to show me how easy it 
is for him.

“I can’t do it that way. 
I’ve got a major prob-
lem with arthritis. My 
arms and wrists are 
not very strong. He’s 
got a hundred pounds 
on me and he still lifts 
weights. What’s easy for 
him is not easy for me. 
He thinks I really can’t 
learn how manage my 
handgun.”

She’s right. A lot of 
guys are bigger and 
stronger than women. 
They really don’t un-
derstand how it is to be 
small-boned and not so 
strong. 

I’ve heard her Sig is a 
great gun. 

“May I?” 
She understands I’m 

asking to check out her 
Sig. 

“Of course!” she nods 
toward her gun on the 
shooting bench.

I pick it up and pull 
the slide back. It is a 
little stiff. I sure can 
understand her pre-
dicament. The slide is 
somewhat difficult, but 
I think she can over-
come it.

“As for learning,” I tell 
her. “Henry thinks you 
can’t learn this? Today, 
you brought your un-
loaded Sig to the range 
in a sack. Your ammu-
nition was in another 
pouch. We saw how you 
waited for Alice to call 
the range ‘hot’ before 
you brought your gun 
and ammo to the shoot-

ing bench. 
“You put on eye and 

ear protection when you 
heard the word ‘hot.’

“You did a great job 
in keeping the muzzle 
pointing downrange. 
You kept your finger 
off the trigger. You’ve 
learned a lot, even be-
fore shooting!”

Anna looks happier 
for a moment. Then she 
looks defeated.

“That doesn’t do me 
any good if I can’t jack 
the slide.”

“Then let’s try it the 
Easy Way,” I suggest. 

“The Easy Way?” she 
asks.

“Yes. Often when your 
arms and wrists aren’t 
strong enough for the 
task, you can use your 
shoulder muscles in-
stead.”

“How do I do that?” 
she wonders.

“First, take your gun 
in your shooting hand 
again. Point downrange, 
again with your finger 
along the side of the 
frame, but this time 
point it at about a 45’ 
angle to the ground.”

“Like this?”
“Right! Take your left 

hand and put your left 
index finger and your 
thumb on those heavy 

serrations on the back 
of the slide. 

In this motion, you 
will be pushing the gun 
with your right hand.”

She pushes her arm 
forward.

“Like this?”
“Yes. Now, holding the 

gun firmly, push your 
right arm forward and 
at the same time, pull 
your left arm backwards 
towards your body. It’s 
a push/pull movement. 
Pay attention to your 
shoulders. When you 
rock them as you push/
pull, you are using your 
shoulder muscles.”

“Do I have to lock my 

elbows?”
“Your arms will be 

mostly straight, but you 
don’t have to lock your 
elbows. Think about 
your shoulders as you 
push and pull.”

“It’s like patting your 
head and rubbing your 
tummy at the same 
time,” she grins.

“Let’s see you do it! 
Push right, pull left. 
Think shoulders.”

She rocks her shoul-
ders, then stands and 
thinks for a moment. 
She nods. She pushes 
and pulls.

“Oh my goodness! The 
slide locked back! It 
worked!” She turns her 
head towards me.

“Now, how do I get the 
slide to move forwards 
again?”

“Where’s your slide 
release button?”

Keeping the muzzle 
downrange, she looks at 
the side of the gun.

“It’s this one, right?”
“You got i t .  Push 

down, and the slide will 
return forward.”

“I did it! I did do it! 
By myself!” She is really 
happy. “In the past, I’ve 
been able to shoot, but 
Henry racked the slide 
for me. Yay!”

She aims her Sig, 
aligning the front dot 
sight with the back 2 
dots. 

Smack! Right on the 
center red circle of her 
target.

“Super shooting! Are 
you ready to empty the 
rest of the ammunition 
in your magazine?”

“No,” says Anna. “I’m 
going to wait until the 
range is ‘cold.’ Then I’ll 
take this target down 
and put up a fresh one. I 
want Henry to see this.”

We practice for an 
hour or so, then pack 
up. Anna is all smiles. 
As she moves her bags 
to her trunk, I hear her 
sing:

“I am woman. Hear 
me roar!”

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County  Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

By AL HARTMAN

 Hope you all had a 
good Valentines Day. 
The weather is sure do-
ing its own thing. Shiv-
ering mornings and rain 
off and on. This has 
been one of the longest 
winters in a long time. 
We even had some snow 
flurries in some spots. 

Fishing has been 
touchy. Biting one day 
and not the next. Se-
atrout and Redfish have 
gone way up rivers and 
streams looking for 
warmer waters in deep 
holes. I don’t know how 
that works. Seems to me 
the deep water would be 
colder. 

There are a few being 
caught offshore, but not 
too many. I fished the 
other day and couldn’t 
buy a fish of any kind. 

Another thing that 
puzzles me is the crabs. 
I have blue and stone 
crab traps out and it’s 
been very strange. There 
seems to be none at all. 
The last three times I 
checked my traps I’ve 
gotten none. And some 
of the traps still have 
bait in them. But I’ve 
seen on Facebook and in 
the Tallahassee Demo-
crat that big stone crabs 
are being caught off-
shore in deep water. 
Is that to find warmer 
water? I do not know.

 Most hunting sea-
sons have come to a 
close except small game 
which runs until March 
6. Rabbits, wild hog, 
raccoons, opossum, 
skunks, nutrias, bea-
vers and coyotes may be 
taken year round. 

There is a bag limit on 
rabbits of 12 a day and 
a possession of 24. No 
limits on the others. 

Turkey season starts 
March 19 and runs un-
til April 24. There is a 
possession limit of two 
turkeys a day and two 
for the entire season.

Duck hunting was 
way down in the number 
of ducks this year. May-
be because of the brutal 
winter up north they left 
early. At the pond next 
to the St. Marks Light 
there were no big num-
bers as years before.

 Speaking of coyotes! 
They are running all 
over Wakulla County. 
They are in people’s 
yards  and  even  in 
towns. They can cause 
a lot of damage killing 
small game, rabbits, 
small dogs, young deer 
and cats. They are not 
afraid to go in your yard. 
Don’t let small dogs or 
cats out after dark. And 
sometimes even during 
daylight if you are not 
visible to them. Coyotes 
will even root through 
your trash looking for 
easy meals. 

If you noticed, a lot 
of farmers and ranchers 
have donkeys in with 
their cattle. Donkeys 
will kill coyotes and 
chase panthers and wild 
dogs. If unprotected, 
coyotes will kill calves.

We have wild dogs, 

but I don’t think they 
are as bad as they were. 
Coyotes kill a lot of them 
too. And just to add to 
our problem, feral cats. 
Cats that have been left 
to fend for themselves. 
That is a statewide prob-
lem. There are enough 
wild cats in the U.S. to 
overfill the Super Bowl. 
That is a lot of cats. 

Coyotes can’t keep 
their numbers down 
because they are very 
agile, cunning and climb 
trees. I read the other 
day scientists say wild 
cats have killed 33% of 
the wild bird population 
in the U.S. If you are 
going to have a cat have 
it neutered and keep it 
in the house.

Speaking of cats! The 
Florida Panther and 
cougars are making a 
comeback. There’s more 
in Florida than the re-
searchers are counting. 
We have had them in 
Gadsden County since 
the beginning of time. 
Cougars are now in 
most eastern states. 

In Sopchoppy, a friend 
of mine’s grandfather 

had a panther on film 
in his yard. In Frank-
lin County, panthers 
are running around in 
downtown Carrabelle. I 
almost hit one in broad 
daylight!

Well stay warm and 

don’t forget to sign up 
with MyFWC.com. It is 
worth your time. 

Take  a  young ’un 
hunting or fishing. You’ll 
both be glad you did.

Racking the slide the easy way

 Predators and Season Updates
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This following infor-
mation comes from Paul 
Barnard with U.S. Coast 
Guard Heartland Safe 
Boating and is part 1 
of 2:

Many of you may 
have heard that fire ex-
tinguisher regulations 
are changing. The good 
news is that the changes 
are very minor. The bad 
news is that it can be 
confusing if you let it. 
I did this write-up with 
pics to try to take the 
mystery out of it. You 
will probably need to 
lay eyes on YOUR fire 
extinguisher for this to 
make sense.

FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
REGULATIONS ARE 

CHANGING

Effective April 20, 
2022, recreational boat-
ers will be subject to new 
fire extinguisher regula-
tions. This has the po-
tential to be confusing, 
so I’ll unpack it for you! I 
won’t delve into the spe-
cifics of what is chang-
ing, but rather I’ll focus 
on presenting, in lay 
language, how boaters 
can easily comply with 
the new requirements. 

For the purpose of 
this conversation, there 
are two kinds of porta-
ble fire extinguishers. 
There are disposable 
extinguishers and re-
chargeable/serviceable 
extinguishers. It is im-

portant to know which 
kind you have, or which 
kind you are buying. All 
extinguishers must be 
USCG approved as indi-
cated by the label.

Rechargeable extin-
guishers can be iden-

tified by the label. The 
label will have language 
as such: “After Use: Re-
charge…” (Image 1). It 
will also have a year of 
manufacture near the 
UL label (Image 4). These 
extinguishers need to be 

serviced/inspected by a 
National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) certi-
fied technician annually, 
and will need a current 
service tag on them. 

Disposable portable 
extinguishers can be 

identified by a year of 
manufacture stamped 
on the bottom (Image 
2) and by the language 
“discard…” (Image 3) 
on the label. Disposable 
extinguishers expire and 
must be replaced within 
12 years of the year of 
manufacture.

Both disposable and 
rechargeable ext in-
guishers must be kept 
in good and serviceable 
condition to meet the 
requirements.

Good and serviceable 
means that the gauge 
reads in the green/
charged zone, the pull 
pin is in place, the han-
dle isn’t damaged, the 
nozzle is clear of ob-
structions and there is 
no obvious damage or 
corrosion to the bottle. 

Check back next week 
for the second part of 
this article. 

Thanks to Sherrie, 
we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no 
accident!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.usc-
gaux.net follow us on 
FaceBook @ Apalachee 
Bay Flotilla 12 or con-
tact our Flotilla Com-
mander Phil Hill at pnk-
khill2000@yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, 
Staff Officer for Vessel 
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination
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Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination
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Mar. 10
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Mar. 18
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Mar. 25
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Mar. 2
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2:46AM 6:51AM

3:51AM 7:54AM

4:48AM 8:56AM

5:34AM 9:55AM

6:12AM 10:50AM

6:44AM 11:16PM

11:02AM 6:20PM

March 2–18
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0% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.

Feb. 24 - Mar. 2

Th

Fr

Sa

Su

Mo

Tu

We

Th

Fr

Sa

Su

Mo

Tu

We

Th

Fr

Sa

Su

Mo

Tu

We

Th

Fr

Sa

Su

Mo

Tu

We

Th

Fr

Sa

Su

Mo

Tu

We

Th

Fr

Sa

Su

Mo

Tu

We

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/DIVINGSAFETY asia-spinalinjury.orgcsrs.org orthoinfo.org

EACH YEAR, HUNDREDS OF YOUNG 
PEOPLE ARE PARALYZED FROM NECK 
AND SPINE INJURIES CAUSED BY 
DIVING HEAD FIRST INTO SHALLOW 
LAKES AND POOLS. DON’T LET KIDS 
DIVE IN—UNLESS YOU KNOW WHAT’S 
BELOW. CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
MORE DIVING SAFETY TIPS.

ONE SHALLOW 
DIVE CAN 

WRECK A NECK.
PERMANENTLY.

3881_AAOS_PSA_DivingSafety_Mag_6.875x4.625.indd   1 12/5/14   12:58 PM
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Quantitative fact
5. Capital of Norway
9. Son of Lynceus
13. White crested parrots
15. Mother of Hermes
16. Beyond expectations
18. Office of Public Information
19. Loony
20. The center of a city
21. Prev. Br. penny
23. Legislator
27. NFL star & actor Alex K __
30. Randomness
31. Tip of Aleutian Islands
34. Canadian swimming
medalist Joanne M __
36. Covered a house exterior
37. Cajan pea
38. Wives of Rajas
40. Chern. analysis counter-
weight
41. Olive oil fatty acid
43. Shanghai silver unit
44. 8th Jewish month
45. Toiletry scent
4 7. Indian groom
49. Latticework for vines
50. My Fair Lady racetrack
54. Eggs
55. Military leader (abbr.)
58. 1/100 Macao pataca
59. Famous Greeley quote
63. German river
64. Anathemise
65. Green (French)
66. Wm. the Conquerror’s
burial city
67. Colored

CLUES DOWN
1. Ice cream utensil
2. Hairpiece
3. Lactogenic hormone: prol _ _
4. Referee declares

5. __ Von Bismarck, Iron
Chancellor
6. New York art district
7. A cut of meat
8. CIA predecessor
9. Quantities
10. Atrocities
11. Garlic
12. Showing sorrow
14. In following order
17. At what time
22. White vegetable
23. World baseball finale

24. Presently
25. Classical music for the stage
26. Albert Pinkham __ , US
painter
28. Swiss river
29. Writing tablets
31. Take into one’s family
32. Teeto _ : abstainer
33. Not here
35. __ log: not digital
39. Skilled in deception
42. A drain under a road
46. Missing soldiers

48. Chili con __ , Mexican dish
51. P&G soap
52. Elliptic
53. Distinguished by a specif-
ic color
55. S shaped profile moulding
56. Be apathetic or dazed
57. stein: town in Lower Austria
59. LOOO billion electron volts
60. A lyric poem
61. A local twitching esp in 
the face
62. Greatest common divisor

A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Travis Bozeman, own-
er of Blackfoot Roofing & 
Construction, felt a per-
sonal inclination to help 
when a post showed 
up on the local Wakul-
la Citizens Facebook 
Group seeking help for 
our local VFW post.

The post read: “Dear 
Wakulla Citizens & 
Wakulla Citizens Page 
our local VFW Post 4538 
needs your help. Help 
support your local com-
bat veterans. We are in 
need of a new roof on 
our building. It is look-
ing rough!....”

Travis, a veteran him-
self and a former Ma-
rine, felt a familiar “call 
to duty” when he saw 
this post and immedi-
ately jumped into ac-
tion. Throwing his hat 
into the ring, Travis of-
fered to donate the per-
mit for the new roof, any 
and all labor, and match 
any donations raised for 
the VFW’s new roof!

Blackfoot Roofing 
partnered with Certain-
Teed to offset the costs 
of the new roof for the 
Wakulla VFW post. 
The community and lo-
cal residents were also 
there to support the 
VFW to get the new roof 
put in place for the vet-
erans. 

When the project was 
complete, the final num-
ber of donations from 
Blackfoot Roofing, and 
CertainTeed, totaled 
just over $11,000!

“Projects like this are 
what we live for. We tru-
ly enjoy impacting our 
Wakulla County com-
munity in positive ways 
and we appreciate the 
opportunity to continue 
to give back. Your pa-
tronage to our Roofing 
Business allows us the 
benefit to give back to 
the people around us,” 
declared Travis. “And 
obviously a huge Thank 
you to our veterans, 
past, present, and fu-
ture. We are honored to 
be able to give back.”

Blackfoot Roofing 
helps VFW

The VFW Post with a new roof. 

2655-B Crawfordville Hwy.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

Posey’s Steam Room & Oyster 
Bar is seeking CASHIERS/
HOSTESSES/BUS HELP.

Full/Part time SERVERS  Must 
apply in person at 1506 Coastal 

Highway, Panacea

Crawfordville 
Duct Cleaning, LLC

850-210-8528 
Prevent dryer fires with an 

annual dryer vent/duct cleaning 
service!

Notice Under Fictitious Name Law Pursuant to
Section 865.09, Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Hot Water Publishing desires to engage 
in business under the fictitious name of: The Wakulla Sun.

Located in Wakulla County in the State of Florida.
Hot Water Publishing intends to register the said name with the Division of 

Corporations of the Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida. 
Dated at Tallahassee, Florida this 16th day of February 2022.

This advertisement also appeared in the Tallahassee Democrat 
on February 21, 2022.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-570-9944 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

RENTALSHELP WANTED

SERVICES

LEGALS

CROSSWORD

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Please 
Recycle
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Petra Myrick REALTOR®

850-251-8940 Cell 
petemyrick55@gmail.com

850-926-9100 Office • 850-926-9154 Fax
www.wptproperties.com

Dod Walker, Realtor
Knowledgeable, Experienced, Trusted

850-509-5301

Frances Casey Lowe,P.A.

Providing 

ESTATE PLANNING, 
PROBATE, 

CORPORATE 
DEVELOPMENT &

REAL ESTATE MATTERS

68 A Feli Way Crawfordville, FL 32327
Please Contact us at : 850-926-8245

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Wakulla Extension

Online shopping is 
more popular than ever. 
While its popularity has 
been steadily trending 
upwards over the last 
decade or so, the Covid 
pandemic has really 
caused online shop-
ping’s prevalence to 
spike. With more people 
working from home and 
fewer people travelling, 
the convenience of or-
dering items and having 
them delivered to your 
home with just a few 
mouse clicks has really 
changed the way many 
people complete their 
common, everyday er-
rands.

Even as the pandemic 
eases and more people 
begin to resume their 
pre-pandemic activities, 
online shopping contin-
ues to thrive. Howev-

er, along with the ease 
of online shopping – 
which includes ordering 
from websites as well 
as through mobile apps 
– comes an increased 
risk of consumer-based 
crimes such as identi-
ty theft and phishing 
scams.

The top three ways 
cybercrooks target on-
line shoppers are by 
intercepting insecure 
transactions, creating 
fraudulent websites and 
emails (phishing), and 
grabbing data from the 
hard drives of vulnerable 
computers.

But you can protect 
yourself. Here are a few 
ways to make sure you 
are keeping your data 
as safe as possible when 
shopping online.

Use a credit card. 
While this advice may 
seem counterintuitive 
for some people – after 

all, are we not told to 
limit credit card use? – it 
is so much easier to dis-
pute fraudulent charges 
on a credit card than on 
a debit card. There are 
more consumer protec-
tions for credit card pur-
chases than debit card 
purchases. Also, fraudu-
lent debit card purchas-
es can easily leave your 
account balance deplet-
ed, which may cause 
overdrafts and other 
problems.

Make sure your data 
is being encrypted. Only 
purchase items from 
websites whose URL (the 

website address) begins 
with “https” instead of 
just “http.” Secure web-
sites also have a small 
padlock icon either next 
to the web address at 
the top of the page or in 
the bottom corner of the 
page. The placement of 
the icon varies by web 
browser, but each brows-
er should put the icon in 
the same place for all se-
cure pages. If the icon is 
in an odd place for your 
web browser, it may be a 
fraudulent website.

Be careful with shop-
ping apps. Mobile apps 
make online shopping 

even easier, since you 
can purchase items from 
just about anywhere with 
a device you hold in the 
palm of your hand. But 
before purchasing any-
thing through an app, be 
sure the app describes 
how your data will be 
used and how it will be 
secured. There is no le-
gal liability with money 
stored in a shopping app 
or on a gift card. In other 
words, unless otherwise 
stated, you are com-
pletely responsible for all 
charges made through a 
shopping app.

Check your state-
ments. The best way 
to recognize fraudulent 
charges is to periodical-
ly check your credit card 
and bank statements. At 
least once a month (more 

often is even better), look 
at each statement and 
see if there is anything 
that seems odd or unfa-
miliar to you. If you find 
something, contact the 
credit card company or 
bank immediately to ex-
plore your options.

These are just a few 
ways you can help keep 
your data safe from cy-
berthieves. It is perfectly 
okay to enjoy the conve-
nience of online shop-
ping, but please just do 
it safely.

For more information 
about this and other 
consumer topics, please 
call Samantha Kennedy, 
Family and Consumer 
Sciences agent, at (850) 
926-3931.

Don’t sacrifice 
safety for 

convenience

Online shopping can be fun and convenient. 
By taking a few safety precautions, you can 
help protect your data from cybercriminals.
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Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

(850) 926-7487
“IT ALL STARTS WITH A CONVERSATION”

THANK YOU
WAKULLA ROTARY CLUB 

FOR ALL YOU DO!

Congratulations 
William Snowden!

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and advisory services offered through Securities America  Advisors, Inc. Brian C. 
English, Representative, English Financial Group and Securities America are unaffiliated.
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