
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Shoreline Foundation Inc., the Pembroke Park-
based marine engineering and construction firm 
that appears to be out $195,000 for partial pay-
ment for work done for Wakulla County, has a 
history of past lawsuits related to its work.

The company disclosed those issues to the 
county when submitting its bid for the work re-
building the Mashes Sands pier.

A criminal investigation is underway regard-

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Last year, facing per-
sonnel losses as local 
sheriff’s deputies left for 
higher paying law en-
forcement jobs, the coun-
ty commission agreed to 
raise starting pay for road 
deputies from $31,000 to 
$37,500.

After Gov. Ron De-
Santis announced plans 
to raise starting salaries 
for state law enforcement 
officers – such as state 
troopers and game offi-
cers – to $50,000, Wakul-

la Sheriff Jared Miller 
and other sheriffs around 
the state asked for help 
to get pay increases for 
deputies.

At a county budget 
hearing on Monday, May 
16, Sheriff Miller told 
county commission-
ers that Gov. DeSantis 
committed to financial 
support of $653,200 for 
Wakulla County to raise 
the starting salary for a 
road deputy to $45,000 
and pay increases for all 
law enforcement officers. 
The starting salary for 
corrections officers would 

be boosted to $41,500, 
but there is no state mon-
ey for pay raises for high-

er ranking COs.
Sheriff Miller also told 

commissioners that his 
budget request for next 
year includes eight more 
road deputies – an addi-
tion of one per shift.

“It’s not a want, it’s a 
need,” Miller told com-
missioners, noting that 
the sheriff’s office has 
seen a 37% increase in 
calls since he came in 
office.

Wakulla Fire-Rescue 
Chief Louis Lamarche is 
also asking for an 11% 
increase in his budget, 
including the addition 

of another full-time fire-
fighter in Crawfordville 
and a flex position in 
Medart. 

Chief Lamarche not-
ed that personnel are 
strained at fire depart-
ments nationally, and 
that he is rarely at full 
strength on shifts and 
has had to rely on man-
datory overtime to cover 
shifts.

Overall, the county is 
looking at a total budget 
for next year of more than 
$173 million. The bulk of 
that is grant funding for  
infrastructure improve-

ment projects – especially 
expanded capacity at the 
Otter Creek Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant and 
septic-to-sewer projects 
in Wakulla and Magnolia 
Gardens.

A new fund is being 
created for the upcoming 
budget for the costs of 
renovating the Wildwood 
Golf Course, which the 
county bought for $1.4 
million to use it to spray 
treated effluent from the 
Otter Creek plant.

The golf course is set 
to close on June 1, and 
to re-open in July 2023.  
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$45,000 for road deputies to start, and Sheriff Jared Miller wants to add another eight deputies
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for company’s work on Mashes 
Sands pier is reportedly missing

Deputies to get a pay raise
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Former Wakulla Sheriff David Harvey was inducted in 
the Florida Law Enforcement Of� cers Hall of Fame on 
Saturday, May 21, at the Capitol. Harvey, holding the 
recognition plaque along with his wife, Rhonda, was 
also joined by his brother, Bruce Harvey, and sister Beth 
Taff and FDLE Acting Commissioner Mark Glass. Harvey 
began his law enforcement career as a probation of� cer 
in 1972, and was elected Wakulla Sheriff in 1976 when 
he was 26 years old. He helped found the Florida Sher-

iff’s Risk Management Fund in 1978 and, after he retired 
as sheriff 35 years later, he served as executive director 
of the risk management fund, which now is worth more 
than $500 million. Harvey was joined at the Capitol 
by numerous current and former Wakulla deputies 
and staff. Harvey is the second Wakulla lawman to be 
inducted into the Hall of Fame, joining former Game Of� -
cer and Wakulla deputy Paul Hoover, who was inducted 
posthumously in 2019. (Photo by William Snowden)

Editor’s note
Last week’s front page story “Did the county lose 

$195,000?” did not include a comment from County Ad-
ministrator David Edwards. � e story reported sources say-
ing Edwards was opposed to a criminal investigation into 
the matter. A� er the story was published, Edwards said that 
he had been pushing for a criminal investigation by the Bro-
ward County Sheri� ’s O�  ce, FDLE or FBI. He added that 
he could produce � ve county sta� ers who were on the call 
to support his claim.

Sheri�  Jared Miller

Thursday

David Harvey inducted in 
Law Enforcement Hall of Fame

Cadence Dow is headed to disc golf championship

By Riddhi Patel
Reporter

Riversprings Middle 
School sixth-grader Ca-
dence Dow began play-
ing disc golf casually 
about two years ago, 
competitively a year 
ago, and now she is set 
to make her second ap-
pearance at the PDGA 
Junior Disc Golf World 
Championships in July 
in Peoria, Illinois.

Dow’s introduction 
to disc golf came from 
her dad, Brian. “My 
dad got introduced to 
it from his friend, and I 
asked him to teach me,” 
said Dow. She said that 
it seemed like a good 
father-daughter activ-
ity. With Dow’s mom 
beginning to play the 
sport a few weeks ago, it 

has become an activity 
the entire family enjoys 
together.

Though disc  go l f 
does not  current ly 
have a huge presence 
in Wakulla, Dow and 
her family do hope it 
expands to the area. 

Brian said there were 
plans to have a disc 
golf course at the com-
munity center, but that 
those plans have been 

on hold. “Most people 
could get to the level 
where it is fun,” he said. 
Dow added that the 
sport does not have to 

be super athletic, that 
it’s fun, and that it’s 
good for unwinding. 

Dow and her dad 
described disc golf as 

being similar to golf, 
except that instead of 
trying to sink a golf 
ball into a hole you are 
trying to get a disc into 
a basket. Dow said, 
like a tee in golf, there 
is a concrete rectan-
gle called a tee pad 
from which the first 
shot must be made. 
There are different discs 
that are used based on 
the type of shot being 
attempted; the discs 
include drivers, up-
shots, and putters. A 
full round is usually be-
tween 18 and 24 holes 
(baskets).

Brian said they most-
ly play on the week-
end at disc golf courses 
in Tallahassee – Tom 
Brown Park, Jack Mc-
Lean Park, and Buck 

The Riversprings middle schooler will travel to Peoria, Illinois to compete in the junior division

Cadence Dow, above, will 
compete in the junior disc 

golf championship in Peoria, 
Illinois in July.  
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Powderpu�  Mimosa
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By JOEY & JACK COETZEE

� e sunshine or powderpu�  mimosa (Mimosa strigil-
losa) is a long-lived native plant with rosy-pink � owers 
and small, evergreen leaves. � e � owers resemble pom 
poms, and the leaves look like ferns. � is plant feeds 
the caterpillars of the little sulphur butter� y (Eurema 
lisa). It can be grown as a groundcover, can replace 
grass in lawns with light tra�  c, and can be mowed. 
However, this plant wants to spread. If you don’t want 
that, keep it trimmed or use barriers to keep it hemmed 
in. In Sopchoppy Depot Park, sunshine mimosa is con-
� ned to the entrance planter. � is native groundcov-
er is not related to the non-native mimosa or silk tree 
(Albizia julibrissin) that is invasive and harms native 
ecosystems.

Prime Meridian 
shows customer 

appreciation

Prime Meridian’s Lew Moore and Bank President Sammie 
Dixon.

Jan Sanders of the sheri� ’s o�  ce with Sheri�  Jared Miller 
and Chuck Turner of the property appraiser’s o�  ce.

Prime Meridian employees grilling hamburgers, hot dogs 
and Bradley’s sausage on May 11.

Niraj Patel, John Shu� , Petra Shu� , Nannette Watts, 
Robbie Owens, and Ed Brimner.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County Tax Collectors Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

Issued in 2007
PROTECT FLORIDA 
SPRINGS:
 Annual use fee is 
distributed to the 
Wildlife Foundation 
of Florida, Inc. for 
education programs, 
conservation and 
springs research.

Issued in 1998
PROTECT WILD 
DOLPHINS: 
Annual use fees shall 
be distributed to 
the Harbor Branch 
O c e a n o g r a p h i c 
Institution, Inc., to fund 
research of the Florida 
Bottlenose Dolphin.

$20 - $30 additional to cost of tag.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES 
A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

Flower of the Week
at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Aryana Berardi, 8th grader at Riversprings Middle
Student of the Week

Principal:  Joshua Sandgren

Reason for Nomination: Ary-
ana is an A/B Honor Roll stu-
dent.  She will end her middle 
school career having earned 5 
high school credits.  She is ac-
tive in the AVID program at 
RMS.  She is a respectful, kind, 
and hard-working student who 
is helpful to peers and a joy to 
have in class.

Frances Casey Lowe,P.A.

Providing 

ESTATE PLANNING, 
PROBATE, 

CORPORATE 
DEVELOPMENT &

REAL ESTATE MATTERS

68 A Feli Way Crawfordville, FL 32327
Please Contact us at : 850-926-8245

Give ME a CALL!
Let ME Help YOU Find a Place to Call HOME!

Serving Tallahassee, Crawfordville, 
Havana, Quincy, Monticello, 
Wacissa and surrounding counties!

Tiff any Hartsfi eld
850-566-6656
“Your Big Bend 

Realtor”

PK-12
Tutoring 
Center850-745-8036

1626 Ste C Crawfordville Hwy

Great SavinGS for 
aLL Your Scuba DivinG neeDS!

2784 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
850745-8208WakuLLaDivinG.com

Thursday May 26Th Through sunday May 29Th • 9aM - 6PM
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Man in prison for death of Paul Hoover is dead 
BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

Jarvis Strickland, 
who was sentenced to 
25 years in prison for 
the hit-and-run crash 
that killed beloved 
Wakulla track coach 
Paul Hoover back in 
May 2017, has died at 
Lake Butler Correction-
al Institute.

Strickland, 42, died 
May 20, almost five 
years to the day that 
Hoover was killed 
while out for an eve-
ning run on the GF&A 
and Strickland struck 
Hoover as he crossed 
Springhill Road, just 

across the county line 
in Leon County.

Strickland was re-
portedly intoxicated 
and driving in excess of 
87 mph.

Back in March, 
Strickland pleaded to 
charges of vehicular 
homicide, leaving the 
scene of an accident 
with death, arson, and 
tampering with evi-
dence. After hitting and 
killing Hoover, Strick-
land took his car into 
the woods and set it 
afire so it couldn’t be 
identified.

Strickland had got-
ten a diagnosis of termi-
nal colon cancer before  

the case was to go to tri-
al, and he appeared in 
court in March with his 
head shaved, unable 
to stand and frequent-
ly putting his head on 

the defense table as he 
complained about pain. 

He did express re-
morse to Hoover’s fami-

ly for his actions.
Hoover was 66 when 

he was killed. He was a 
retired Game and Fish 
officer who was posthu-
mously inducted into 
the Law Enforcement 
Hall of Fame. He had 
worked as track and 
cross country coach at 
Wakulla High School 
for several years and 
earned a reputation as 
a patient and encour-
aging coach. Whole 
families were drawn 
into running because 
of Hoover’s guidance. 

The track field at 
Wakulla High School 
has since been named 
for him.

After retiring from 
Game and Fish, Hoover 
also worked as a part-
t ime bai l i f f  at  the 
Wakulla County Court-
house, assigned to 
Wakulla County Judge 
Jill Walker.

On his last day at 
the courthouse, before 
he was killed, Hoover 
clipped his bailiff’s tie 
to the blinds in the 
bailiff’s office and it is 
still there in his hon-
or. Allen Dees, who 
has retired as a bai-
liff, clipped his tie to 
the blinds along with 
Hoover’s in what is be-
coming a courthouse 
tradition.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

It took a jury about 10 
minutes to return a guilty 
verdict against Paul 
Schultz, a former wildlife 
officer who went to trial 
on Wednesday, May 18, 
for misdemeanor DUI.

Schultz was charged 
in April 2020 after a du-

ally pickup had run over 
a mailbox and was stuck 
in a ditch at the corner 
of Hines and King Bee 
streets. 

Florida Highway Patrol 
Trooper Stanley Wilson 
testified that Schultz ap-
peared to be intoxicated, 
and had mood swings 
that shifted between be-
ing all right and being 

agitated and cocky. An 
empty bottle of Fireball 
was found in the back-
seat. Schultz refused a 
field sobriety test.

Tallahassee attorney 
Paul Villeneuve, who 
represented Schultz, at-
tempted to argue that the 
truck was inoperable and 
therefore it couldn’t be 
DUI.

The case was prose-
cuted by assistant state 
attorney Eli Bentley.

Wakulla County Judge 
Jill Walker sentenced 
Schultz to nine months 
probation, 30 days sher-
iff’s work camp, 50 hours 
community service, and 
write a letter of apology to 
deputies and the trooper 
in the case.

Comp plan change draws controversy
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

County commission-
ers voted 4-1 to approve 
a comp plan amendment 
on 176 acres just south 
of The Park subdivision 
that could see construc-
tion of 88 homes.

The comp plan 
change was requested 
by Golden Construc-
tion, which is owned 
by Robby Miller. Wade 
Brown, of Edwin Brown 
& Co., which represent-
ed Golden Construc-
tion at the commission 
meeting on Monday, 
May 16, communicat-
ed that Miller said he 
would not be consid-
ering construction of 
homes on the site for at 

least two years.
Brown said the 

homes and development 
would be very nice.

The issue drew sharp 
criticism from County 
Commissioner Chuck 
Hess, who cast the lone 
no vote and complained 
the land is not suitable 
for septic tanks and 
there is no access to 
sewer.

Hess said the county 
is proposing spending 
$6 million to sewer The 
Park, which would be a 
waste of taxpayers dol-
lars because, he said, 
“we’re gonna spend to 
take off septic tanks 
and then put them right 
next door.” The money 
is being spent to sewer 
areas to protect Wakul-

la Springs from septic 
tank leaks.

County Commission-
er Randy Merritt said 
he failed to see the logic 
of paying for sewer for 
homes with two acre 
lots.

Citizens in the neigh-
boring Rakers Ranch-
ettes complained that 
the development would 
change the nature of 
their neighborhood.

County Commission-
er Ralph Thomas said 
the data he’s seen in-
dicates water quality 
at Wakulla Springs has 
been improving.

At the end of the 
meeting, after the vote 
to approve the change 
was already taken, for-
mer Wakulla Springs 

Ambassador Cal Jami-
son, who does week-
ly water testing at the 
springs, said the water 
quality there is not im-
proving. “In the past 
two years, the water at 
Wakulla Springs did not 
meet state drinking wa-
ter standards,” he said.

Jamison also said 
the underground cave 
system in which water 
flows between Wakul-
la Springs and Spring 
Creek likely runs under 
the site.

Citizen David Damon 
was adamant in his crit-
icism of commissioners, 
complaining “It’s going 
off the rails here!” and 
“Why do you give every-
thing away to the devel-
opers?”

There was a discus-
sion about an effective 
passive septic system 
that basically includes 
wood chips. 

Hess suggested that 
it should be done on the 
property, and Merritt 
noted that the coun-
ty was prohibited from 
creating conditions for 
approval of the change. 

Brown relayed to the 
board that Miller would 
consider it, but wouldn’t 
commit to it that night.

Earlier in the meet-
ing, commissioners vot-
ed down, 4-1, a study 
for impact fees, saying 
it was too expensive for 
the amount of money it 
would produce.

Commissioner Mer-
ritt said he wasn’t pre-

pared to spend $70,000 
to $100,000 to get 
$50,000.

Hess cast the lone 
vote for the study. Com-
missioner Mike Kemp 
indicated he does sup-
port some sort of impact 
fees that would benefit 
the recreation park and 
library, but said he felt 
the study itself to justify 
the impact fees was too 
expensive.

At one point, as Hess 
and Thomas, on op-
posite sides of impact 
fees, made arguments 
and counter arguments, 
Merritt interjected: “Re-
member the point of de-
bate is to change some-
body’s mind and I don’t 
think that’s going to 
happen here.”

Former FWC officer guilty of DUIPUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla 
Sun provides this Public Notice Section for 

all Public Notices not published in the Legal 
Notice section of the newspaper.

Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) Wakulla County BOCC Announces the 
Anticipated Availability of Funds for the Wakulla County State Housing 
Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Funds for the State Fiscal Year 2022/2023.

 
The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners anticipates receiving $356,000 in funding for State Fiscal Year 
2022/2023 (which excludes administration costs), State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) program to be used for 
the following Local Housing Assistance Plan strategies: Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation, Demolition/Replacement, and 
Homebuyer Purchase Assistance. Please note that funding for rehabilitation or replacement will only be used to support 
existing housing.  The strategies are as follows: 

•  Homebuyer Purchase Assistance Strategy 
The purpose of this strategy is to provide down payment assistance and principal reduction to first-time 
homebuyers that are eligible under the SHIP guidelines. The maximum amount of SHIP funds that may be 
awarded per unit is $15,000. Potential homebuyers will be required to qualify for a mortgage through a financial 
institution. Up to $15,000 may be applied towards securing the home. Homebuyers may not have claimed 
homestead exemption in the last three years. Funds will be awarded on a first come, first ready-to- close basis. 
Funding for this category is very limited. 

•  Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation/Replacement Strategy 
The purpose of this strategy is to provide repairs or improvements needed for safe and sanitary rehabilitation or 
replacement and/or correction of code violations. The maximum amount of SHIP funds that may be awarded per 
unit is $35,000 for Rehabilitation or $100,000 for Replacement. The decision on whether the house is to be 
considered for replacement or rehabilitation will be made by Wakulla County. The homeowner must claim 
homestead exemption and the home must be occupied by the owner to be considered for rehabilitation or 
replacement. Applicants are limited to assistance once every (10) years. Applications will be considered as 
directed by the Local Housing Assistance Plan.  

All interested persons will need to initially apply or re-apply. SHIP Applications will be available beginning 
Thursday, May 26, 2022 between the hours of 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, EST, Monday thru Friday by calling Tara 
Reynolds, Government Services Group, an Anser Advisory Company at (850) 681-3717 or via online at 
www.mywakulla.com. Applications can be picked up at the following address: 

Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners  
3093 Crawfordville Highway 

Crawfordville, Florida  
 

Applications must be returned by mail to the following address: 
Government Services Group, an Anser Advisory Company 

1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250 
Tallahassee, FL 32308 

 
All applications will be considered on a first come/first qualified basis using the LHAP priorities regarding funding strategy 
goals and limitations.  Funding priority for all categories will be persons with special needs as defined by 420.0004 
Florida Statutes. Awards for all strategies is subject to availability of funds. Questions regarding the SHIP program and 
application process should be directed to Tara Reynolds, Government Services Group, an Anser Advisory Company at (850) 
681- 3717. 

 

  A FAIR HOUSING/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/HANDICAP ACCESS JURISDICTION 

May 26, 2022

Paul Hoover Jarvis Strickland

The 176-acre parcel with planned 88 homes is in the Wakulla Springs Basin Area

NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO APPLY FOR 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE
Panacea Area Water System, Inc. is complying with 
requirements of 7CFR 1780.19(a) by publishing 
this notice of intent to apply for a SEARCH/
Predevelopment Planning Grant from the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service.

This project will consist of a planning grant to 
make improvements to the Panacea Area Water, Inc. 
existing water system, which will serve Panacea, 
Wakulla County, Florida.

Panacea Area Water System, Inc.

Tim Jordan, President

If you have any questions, call Ingrid Matlock, 
Operator/Office Manager at (850) 984-5301

May 26, 2022

2022 PRIMARY ELECTION

CANVASSING BOARD 
MEETING NOTICE

The Wakulla County Canvassing Board will 
meet in the Wakulla County Supervisor of 
Elections office at 3115-B Crawfordville Hwy, 
Crawfordville, Florida on the following date. 
All candidates, citizens, and press are invited to 
attend. This is a canvassing board orientation only.

Canvassing Board Orientation:
Friday, June 03, 2022, 10:00 – 11:00 am

Joe Morgan, MFCEP
Supervisor of Elections

Wakulla County
850-926-7575

W

AKULLA COUNTY

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIO
N

S

May 26, 2022



Page 4 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, May 26, 2022 
THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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“It’s A New Day!”

By WILLIAM 
SNOWDEN

I went to the Wakul-
la Historical Society’s 
program a couple of 
weeks ago at the pub-
lic library in which 
local historian Ed-
die Page presented a 
program on Wakul-
la legislator George 
Nesmith and how he 
saved Wakulla Coun-
ty in the 1940s.

During World War 
II, the race tracks 
were shut down. The 
state shared race tax 
revenues with the 
counties  – which all 
split the money even-
ly. Page noted that 
the big counties hat-
ed that, and small 
counties like Wakulla 
became overly depen-
dent on the revenues.

Of the $3 million in 
race track revenues, 
Wakulla’s share of 
some $31,000 ac-
counted for near-
ly one-third of the 
county budget. With-
out that money, the 
county would not be 
able to operate.

An audit of Wakul-
la’s finances for 1939, 
‘40 and ‘41 showed 
“chaotic budgeting 
and recordkeeping,” 
Page said.

The state’s solu-
tion to this? Have 
Leon County absorb 
Wakulla.

At that time, 
Wakulla was the 10th 
smallest county in 
the state with a pop-
ulation of 5,463 resi-
dents. It was also the 
only county with a 
wooden courthouse 
still in use, Page said.

Gov. Spessard Hol-
land proposed an 
emergency cigarette 
tax of 3 cents a pack, 
with an exemption for 
servicemen. 

Nesmith proposed, 

and got support from 
some powerful legis-
lators, to allow slot 
machines in Wakulla, 
Page said. Slots had 
been legal in Florida 
in 1935 but was re-
pealed in 1937.

Leon County’s Sen-
ator LeRoy Collins 
referred to those two 
years of legal slot ma-
chines as two years of 
“moral poison,” Page 
said.

Still, Nesmith had 
published in 1943 
a Notice of Intent of 
seek legislation to 
make slots machines 
legal in Wakulla 
County. 

The governor 
threatened a veto of 
the slots bill, but an 
advisor warned him 
that Nesmith was 
such a likeable fellow 
amongst legislators 
that he could get the 
bill passed.

As something of a 
compromise, a com-
panion bill to the ciga-
rette tax for minimum 
revenues to support 
the small counties.

Both bills passed 
the legislature and 
Gov. Holland signed 
the bills, averting fi-
nancial catastrophe 
for Wakulla – and 
quite likely the very 
existence of the coun-
ty.

Nesmith served in 
the House represent-
ing Wakulla County 
from 1943 to 1951. 

According to Page, 
Nesmith said, “If 
Wakulla County ever 
faces financial prob-
lems again, it will 
take more than a 
drunk with a slot ma-
chine bill.”

As a footnote, Page 

noted that the small 
counties wielded out-
size power in state 
politics because the 
legislature had not 
been redrawn since 
the 1885 constitution, 
when the population 
was located more in 
the rural northern 
counties. South Flor-
ida had exploded with 
growth, but the power 
stayed in the smaller 
counties.

That ended with 
the 1967 constitu-
tion, ending eight de-
cades of small county 
control, Page said.

At the end of the 
program, retired 
Clerk of Courts Har-
old Thurmond not-
ed that he had come 
to Wakulla County 
around 1968 with 
his wife Janie to be 
an educator. (She is 
a native of Wakulla 
from, as she puts it, 
“suburban Medart.”) 
Thurmond was run-
ning an adult litera-
cy program and said 
Nesmith appeared 
at a meeting and ad-
mitted to him that he 
couldn’t read. 

Thurmond found 
him a tutor.

William Snowden 
is the editor of The 
Wakulla Sun. 

Eddie Page’s great program 
on George Nesmith

Something on your mind? 
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com or 
drop it by the o�  ce at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

LETTERS

More notes to � e Wakulla Sun
• Thanks for making 
it local again!
– David Helton

• My father, Elliot Mi-
nor, was the South 
Georgia correspon-
dent for the Associ-
ated Press  until his 
retirement in 2007. 
He died much too 
soon in 2013. When I 

read about you start-
ing The Wakulla Sun 
local newspaper, it 
made me think of him 
and I know he would 
have thought that you 
doing so was the cool-
est thing. I know you 
would have received 
a visit or phone call 
from him trying to 
volunteer to assist in 

any way he could.
    Please sign me up 
for a subscription to 
your new Wakulla 
Sun local newspaper! 
We wish you great 
success!
– Evelyn Reid

• Congratulations on 
the new newspaper!
– Margie Kessler

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you.  

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT DONATING

How does my donation get to my 
local newspaper?

Donations are processed through 
the Florida Community News Fund and 
then sent to the newspaper you select.

Are donations tax deductible?
Yes, donations are tax deductible to 

the full extent of the law.

The Florida Community News Fund 
is a program administered by the 
Florida Press Foundation, tax ID #59-
2449377, a 501(c)3 organization.

The Florida Press Foundation is a 
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Flor-
ida. The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

A copy of the official registration 
(ch63336) and financial information 
may be obtained from the Division 
Of Consumer Services by calling 
1-800-HELP-FLA (1-800-435-7352) 
toll-free within the state or by visiting 
https://www.Fdacs.Gov/consum-
er-resources/charities and selecting 
the check-a-charity search feature. 
Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation 
by the state.

What payment types do you ac-
cept?

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and designate you want the donation 
to go to The Wakulla Sun.

HELP SUPPORT 
COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Cal Jamison talks with local historian Eddie Page a� er a 
program on how Wakulla legislator George Nesmith, top, 

in 1943, saved the county.

Calendar of the week’s events
On the Horizon

� ursday, May 26

• A Men’s Discussion moderated by 
Chuck Hobbs will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
at Palaver Tree � eater. 

Friday, May 27

• Th e Wakulla County Veterans Ser-
vices O�  ce will conduct a workshop to 
discuss Veteran Benefi ts and available 
resources at the Panacea Community 
Center at 3 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla High School graduation 
ceremony will begin at 8 p.m.
• Emancipation Days Event - Sit In 
Outside Movie Fest: A Drive-In Movie 
Night featuring the movie “Soul”(2020) 
will be held at 8 p.m. at Palaver Tree 
Th eater. It will be $10 per car.

Sunday, May 29

• Emancipation Days Event - Southern 
Soul Sunday: Local DJ Bubba King 
will spin classic “old skool” jams. Th e 
event will be held from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at Palaver Tree � eater. � e event is 
donation-based.

Monday, May 30

• Memorial Day Observation will be 
held on the courthouse grounds at 10 
a.m.

• Th e Wakulla Respite Program will be 
available for anyone with a memory 
impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.

Wednesday, June 1

•Th e Wakulla County Chamber of 
Commerce Lunch and Learn will be 
held at the Wakulla County Extension 
Offi  ce meeting room from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. � e educational luncheon will be 
led by the Wakulla County Fire Rescue 
- Prevention Division. RSVP by May 25 
by calling (850) 926-1848 or emailing 
Petra@wakullacountychamber.com.
• An Intermediate Line Dance class will 
be held at 1 p.m. at the senior center.

� ursday, June 2

• A Women’s Discussion moderated 
by Nikki Barnes and Marva Preston 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. at Palaver Tree 
� eater.

Friday, June 3

• Emancipation Days Event - Sit In 
Outside Movie Fest: A Drive-In Movie 
Night featuring the movie “Coming to 
America”(1988) will be held at 8 p.m. at 
Palaver Tree Th eater. It will be $10 per 
car.
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ JARED CORBETT
CONTRACTOR

“Mostly spend 
time with 
friends.”

JASON WELCH
WCSB IT

“We remember 
all the service 

members present 
and past. We are a 
military family.” 

Polled at the Quick Stop in Crawfordville.

DAVID CHADWELL 
WAKULLA RESIDENT

“We mix it  up 
every year. I 
don’t like the 

mundane, I love a 
good plot twist!”

“I don’t really have 
one. I have served and 
lost friends, so I may 
have a beer for those 
buddies and others 
who have served.”

ZHANE PAUL
LOST CREEK CONCRETE

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

LYDIA LLOYD
ALDI SUPERMARKET

“Potato Salad is 
a requirement, 

with red skinned 
potatoes. Deviled 

eggs are good too!”

What is your Memorial Day tradition?

Sheri� ’s Report Buckhorn News

Library News

Activity reported for 
the week of May 13 to 19:

SATURDAY, MAY 14

• Deputy Andrea 
Farmer responded to 
Woodville Hwy, in ref-
erence to a missing fire-
arm. Upon arrival Depu-
ty Farmer made contact 
with Courtney Brown 
and her boyfriend Cody 
Daugherty. Brown said 
that sometime in the past 
two weeks someone had 
stolen Daugherty’s 1911 
.45 caliber pistol from her 
residence. This case has 
been forwarded to detec-
tives for further investi-
gation. 

MONDAY, MAY 16

• Deputy Wade Wright 
and Dylan Causseaux 
conducted a traffic stop 
on a vehicle for an at-
tached tag stolen out of 
Leon County. Upon con-
tact with the occupants, 
the smell of marijuana 
emitted from inside the 
vehicle. The individuals 
inside the vehicle were 
identified as September 
Ferrell, Noah Gelabert, 
Brianna Winston, Anto-
nio Choice, and La Darirs 
Edwards. During the in-
vestigation it was learned 
the driver Antonio Choice 
did not possess a valid 
driver’s license. During 
a search of the vehicle, 
124.9 grams of marijua-
na, 70 ml of Prometha-
zine liquid codeine, and 
28 commercially labeled 
marijuana/THC packag-
es along with the vacuum 
sealing machine were lo-

cated inside the vehicle. 
Multiple smoking pipes 
were also located inside 
the vehicle. Once at the 
jail, a small baggie con-
taining cocaine was al-
legedly located on Choice. 
Edwards was arrested for 
the marijuana and other 
additional charges.

• Deputy Michelle 
Stripling responded to 
Brooks Road in reference 
a stolen skid steer. Upon 
arrival, contact was made 
with the victim, Joshua 
Martin, who said he last 
saw the equipment on 
Sunday, May 15 around 
noon. Vehicle tracks 
were located near the 
area the skid steer was 
last seen. Detectives and 
Crime Scene responded 
to assist in the investiga-
tion. The equipment was 
placed into FCIC/NCIC 
as stolen. This case has 
been sent to detectives 
for further investigation.

• Deputy Tiffany Spears 
responded to a business 
on Crawfordville Highway 
in reference a burglary. 
Upon arrival, contact was 
made with victim Monica 
Morris, who said when 
she arrived at her storage 
unit today, she noticed a 
lock she had not placed 
on the unit door. She was 
last at her storage unit on 
March 2. Morris stated a 
wooden coffee table and a 
42-inch Samsung TV was 
stolen out of the storage 
unit. This case has been 
sent to detectives for fur-
ther investigation.

• Deputy Dakota Had-
dock responded to Wal-
Mart in reference a theft 
already occurred. Asset 

Protection staff provided 
surveillance footage and 
required documentation 
of the theft. The provid-
ed receipt showed a total 
amount of $132.93 worth 
of stolen merchandise. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. 

TUESDAY, MAY 17

• Sgt. Edward Webb 
responded to 15 Oak 
Street reference a theft 
which had already oc-
curred. Upon arrival, Sgt. 
Webb made contact with 
Anne Bond, who advised 
she made a $13,000 de-
posit to Versatile Roofing 
Solutions for a new roof. 
The contractor Riley Mill-
er cashed the check but 
never started the work. 
She has not been able to 
make any contact with 
Miller since providing 
the check. This case has 
been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. 

• Deputy William 
Bennett responded to 
Walmart in reference to  
a theft. Assets Protection 
staff provided surveil-
lance video of the theft. 
A total of $76.09 in items 
were stolen from Wal-
mart. This case has been 
sent to detectives for fur-
ther investigation.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18

• Deputy Kory Smith 
responded to Kicka-
poo Road in reference to 
someone stealing some 
flooring. Upon arrival 
Deputy Smith made con-
tact with John Trum-

bull, who said when he 
arrived at the residence, 
he observed some boxes 
of flooring were missing. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation.

• Justin Thames re-
ported observing an un-
known subject on his 
hunting lease via motion 
alert cameras. Thames 
stated the subject was 
present on the property 
and rummaging around 
his campers and under 
the shelters. Deputies re-
sponded and located the 
suspect Nicholas Clay-
ton. Thames was in At-
lanta however he wished 
to pursue charges. Clay-
ton was placed under ar-
rest and transported to 
the jail facility. Sgt Mike 
Alexander investigated.

THURSDAY, MAY 19

• Deputy Arturo Cor-
doba responded to the 
front lobby of the Sher-
iff’s Office, in reference 
to a walk-in complaint. 
Upon arrival Deputy Cor-
doba made contact with 
Mekhi Scott. Mr. Scott 
advised on May 17, 2022 
he was at 318 Shadeville 
Rd (Community Center) 
playing basketball and 
when he left, he could not 
find his wallet and has 
been unable to locate it 
since.

 
Please remember to 

always report suspicious 
or illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

By ETHEL SKIPPER

We got a call from someone who refused to 
give their name but had a very important ques-
tion: They wanted to know where is Buckhorn 
and how do I get there?

I was without words for a moment.
I went to Buckhorn School, there was a 

Buckhorn Cafe, a theatre where on Sunday 
nights you could go to the movies. On the 20th 
of May, family members from Buckhorn and 
area communities all could come together and 
have a picnic and other activities for youth and 
adults. Buckhorn once had a grocery store, car 
lot, pool hall, beauty salon, and much more. 
The churches have always been the highlight 
of the Buckhorn community.

Those of us who are church leaders are re-
quired and in position to encourage and guide 
others in their Christian life to walk with Je-
sus Christ. Let us pray for each other, learn 
to forgive each other. We have a responsibility 
to each other and to God (Matthew 6:14-15) 
“For if you forgive other people when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also for-
give you. But if you do not forgive others their 
sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

Our prayers go out to the Grimette and 
Hines family in the passing of our loved one 
Jackie Grimette. Let us remember those in the 
hospitals, nursing homes, prisons, and every-
one in need of prayer.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Providing Insurance & 
Financial Services

Agent Bus: 850 745 2148 
23 Azalea Drive Unit A, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Kiersten Smith 

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Thursday, May 26
Tech Learning Lab 4:30pm
Friends of the Library General 

Meeting 6pm
Wakulla Democratic Executive 

Committee 6pm 
Friday, May 27
Quilting Guild 9:30am
Saturday, May 28
Library Closed
Monday, May 30
No Programs Today
Tuesday, May 31
No Programs Today
Wednesday, June 1
Wakulla County Coalition for 

Youth 12:30pm
Thursday, June 2
No Programs Today

Summer Reading 2022: Read 
Beyond the Beaten Path

Our summer reading theme 
this year is “Read Beyond the 
Beaten Path!” Summer reading 
will run from June 7th to July 
29th, 2022. Weekly programs will 
consist of:

Book Bunch - for ages 2 1/2 
to preschool - Tuesdays at 10am

Compass Readers - for grades 
K-2 - Tuesdays at 2:30pm

Lego Club - for all ages - 1st 
& 3rd Tuesdays of the Month at 
4pm

Book Babies - for infants and 
toddlers - Wednesdays at 10am

Adventure Readers - grades 
3-5 - Wednesdays at 2:30pm

Tech Learning Lab - Fridays at 
5pm

Be on the lookout for more in-
formation about Thursday eve-
ning performers as well!

Registration for programs is 
not required, however, to track 
your reading and earn prizes, 
including a chance to win the 
Grand Prize of a Kid’s Kindle Fire 
with headphones and a S’mo-
res kit, register using Beanstack 
here: https://wakullalibrary.
beanstack.org/reader365.

Upcoming Holiday Closings
• Saturday, May 28th for Me-

morial Day
• Saturday, July 2nd for Inde-

pendence Day
• Saturday, September 3rd for 

Labor Day
• Friday, November 11th and 

Saturday, November 12th for 
Veteran’s Day

• Thursday, November 24th 
to Saturday, November 26th for 
Thanksgiving

• Friday, December 23rd and 
Saturday, December 24th for 
Christmas 

COMMUNITY NEWS

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.
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War Eagle welders dominate competition
Special to The Sun

 
On Friday, May 6, 2022, a select 

group of welders from Wakulla High 
School’s Welding Academy dominated 
Lively Tech’s Inaugural High School 
Welding Competition at Lively Tech’s 
campus in Tallahassee. 

The six students who competed, 
Robert Creel, Ian Durocher, Joseph 
Rotruck, Kyler Smith, Sheldon Smith, 
and Emily Taylor, were selected by 
Instructor Roscoe Grant for their 
welding skill and talent. 

The students contended against 
three other welding programs in the 
North Florida area – Rickards High 
School, Godby High School, and 
Franklin County High School. Our 
Wakulla War Eagles swept the compe-
tition earning 2nd, 3rd, and 5th place 
overall, along with students earning 
placement in individual categories. 

Sheldon Smith placed 2nd in the 
competition overall, showing tremen-

dous skill in uphill and 3G. Sheldon, 
as a rising junior, already holds 
welding certifications in stick, and 
flux core mig. Sheldon was proud to 
place second and win the top prize – a 
welding machine and tool bag. He is 
already looking forward to next year’s 
competition with the aspiration of 
bringing home first place. 

Ian Durocher, a graduating senior, 
placed 3rd overall and won a Victor 
torch set and a tool bag filled with 
top-of-the-line welding tools. Ian is 
a certified welder in stick and flux 
core mig. 

Ian said, “Mr. Grant always tells us 
if you like what you do, you’ll never 
work a day in your life, and I like to 
weld. I joined the academy my Junior 
year and honestly it has changed the 
course of my life.” He and Joseph 
Rotruck, also a graduating senior, 
both have job offers from Eastern Ship 
Building in Panama City Beach lined 
up post-graduation. 

Kyler Smith, a rising junior, placed 
1st in Torch beating out students from 
Rickards and Franklin County. Kyler 
is also certified in stick and flux core 
mig and felt that this type of compe-
tition was a good learning experience 
for him. He also looks forward to par-
ticipating again next year. 

Robert Creel, a rising senior, won 
5th place overall and looks forward 
to competing next year, especially to 
meet with the various recruiters from 
reputable welding businesses, such 
as Airgas, Turbine Weld, Inc., Hurst 
Boiler and Welding, and Eastern Ship 
Building who were present at this 
year’s event. Robert is certified in stick 
and flux core mig. 

Emily Taylor rounded out the group 
of War Eagles. She is a rising junior 
and currently certified in stick and 
flux core mig. For the competition she 
participated in welding a 3G plate. 
She drew out the blueprints and then 
cut them with a torch. 

Emily said, “I signed up for welding 
under the pressure of my friend who 
didn’t want to be one of the only girls 
in the program, but I have found a 
new skill and career path I want to 
pursue. I am thankful for Mr. Grant 
and for opportunities like this compe-
tition to work on my skill.”

Wakulla High School Principal 
Michele Falk believes our students’ 
success throughout our CTE program 
is attributed to the dedication of in-
structors like Mr. Grant. 

“Our students come in with the 
hope of learning a new skill or trade, 
and under the guidance of our in-
structors combined with the student’s 
hard work, they not only leave WHS 
with a new skill but many, like the 
students in this competition, leave 
with jobs and careers already secured 
postgraduation,” said Falk. “This is 
a tremendous accomplishment not 
only for our school, but for Wakulla 
County.”

Superintendent Bobby Pearce and School Board member 
Joann Daniels accept Triumph Award back in April.

Breonne Murray

Gina Mitchell

Special to The Sun

The Triumph Gulf 
Coast Board awarded 
Wakulla County School 
Board the Triumph Hori-
zon Award for outstand-
ing innovation and at-
tainment in Career Tech 
Education back in April. 

At that meeting, the 
Triumph Board voted 
unanimously to award 
a $20 million grant to 
WCSB to create the War 
Eagle Career Academy, 
a free-standing facility 
that will embed Career 
Tech Education train-
ing in the curriculum for 
students in rural Wakul-
la and Franklin counties 
in partnership with Live-

ly Technical College.
After the 2010 Gulf 

Horizon oil spill, Tri-
umph was created using 

BP monies to support 
projects in those coun-
ties most affected by the 
spill, including Wakulla.

Special to The Sun

Breonne Murray will 
head to Alabama this 
summer for an immer-
sive, three-week field 
study of the modern 
Civil Rights Movement. 
“Stony the Road We 
Trod: Exploring Ala-
bama’s Civil Rights Leg-
acy” is a teaching insti-
tute presented by the 
National Endowment for 
the Humanities and the 
Alabama Humanities 
Alliance. The program, 
which will run July 10-
30, selects no more 
than 30 educators from 
across the nation for this 
opportunity each year. 

Murray has taught 
at Wakulla High School 
for 5 years and is the 
current Wakulla High 

School Teacher of the 
Year. She holds a Bach-
elor of Science in Math-
ematics and is certified 
in Mathematics (6-12), 
as well as Engineering & 
Technology (6-12). This 
is her third year as the 
Wakulla High School 
Engineering instructor. 
In her role as a career 
and technical education 
instructor, Murray holds 
certifications for Intro-
duction to Engineering, 
Principle of Engineering, 
Engineering Design and 
Development, Word-
Press Certified Editor, 
and Autodesk Inventor 
Industry Certification. 
Murray leads and en-
riches at Wakulla High 
School. She stays in-
volved on campus by 
organizing the annual 

Civil Rights Tour and 
Committee which works 
extensively with a group 
of 25+ students each 
school year to bring 
awareness to African 
American History. Since 

taking over the position 
of Black History Studies 
Coordinator at the high 
school, the school has 
experienced its highest 
turn out for the annu-
al Black History Month 
Program. 

“Participating in this 
teaching institute will 
expand my knowledge 
of the Civil Rights Move-
ment which allows me to 
create student focused 
activities year-round.,” 
Murray says. 

The opportunity will 
enable Murray to learn 
how events in Alabama 
impacted not just the 
South and the nation, 
but the world. Birming-
ham will serve as the 
host city for the insti-
tute, with field research 
taking place in Selma, 

Montgomery and Tus-
kegee – all key “bat-
tleground” sites in the 
struggle for human and 
civil rights. 

The ultimate goal of 
Stony the Road is to 
equip teachers with first-
hand experiences and 
primary resources that 
they can use to bring 
the civil rights era to 
life in their classrooms 
and schools. Educators 
will also learn to better 
engage their students 
in conversations about 
that era’s legacy today. 

“The power of this 
experience comes from 
getting to walk the same 
ground where these 
life-altering events took 
place, where the prom-
ises of the U.S. Consti-
tution became a greater 

reality for more Ameri-
cans,” says Dr. Martha 
Bouyer, an Alabama 
Humanities Fellow and 
project developer and di-
rector for the “Stony the 
Road We Trod . . . :” Ex-
ploring Alabama’s Civil 
Rights Legacy Institute. 

Indeed, Murray will 
have the chance to inter-
act with iconic leaders 
and foot soldiers of the 
civil rights movement 
and talk with scholars 
who are experts in the 
field. She will also trav-
el to key sites of memory 
and preservation, and 
review archival film foot-
age and primary sourc-
es as she develops new 
curricular plans to bring 
back to Wakulla County 
Schools. 

Special to The Sun

A bittersweet week-
end for the Wakulla 
Wildcats as they made 
their long-awaited jour-
ney to the FLYRA State 
Championships.

Events began Sat-
urday morning at 8am 
with Makiya Cash com-
peting in the shotput, 
pulling in 6th place 
finish in her flight and 
26th overall. 

Boys Triple Jump 
wrapped up with a 
strong finish: Jordan 
Barnes placed 37th, 
Dax Dichio came in 
10th in his flight and 
31st overall, Derek Da-
vis achieved 1st place in 
his flight and 11th over-
all with an incredible 
36’7” jump! Brett Mc-

Millan placed 2nd in his 
flight and 13th overall, 
also with a 36’7” jump. 
Andrew Nelson pulled 
up 2nd in his flight 
and at 14th place over-
all with 36’6.75” on his 
jump.

While the boys Tri-
ple Jump was moving 
along, Andrew Nelson 
was jogging back and 
forth to participate in 
the MS Boys High Jump 
event. Andrew set his 
personal best and broke 
his standing record at 
WMS with a spectacu-
lar jump clearing 5’6” 
and finishing 6th place 
overall, earning a medal 
at the FLYRA Champi-
onship!

The meet moved 
along as we stood side-
line for the boys Long 

Jump to watch Andrew 
Nelson once more. An-
drew took his 3 at-
tempts and came in 
11th place overall with 
an 18’ 5.75” jump.

In the lane next to 
Andrew, Ember Odom 
and Makiya Cash were 
warming up for the 
girls Triple Jump. Ma-
kiya placed 34th overall 
and Ember coming in at 
28th. Makiya’s qualify-
ing jump also broke the 
school record previous-
ly set by Ember. These 
girls have really leaned 
on each other through 
this season, with Em-
ber truly showing lead-
ership skills by helping 
a younger athlete reach 
her potential. 

The final event of 
our day was the boys 

4x100m relay. Barnes, 
Davis, McMillan, and 
Nelson took their place 
on the track and readied 
themselves for the fight 
of the career as they 
raced the top teams in 
the state. At the ready, 
go, Davis took off at an 
incredible speed giv-
ing our team an im-
pressive head start. A 
clean handoff to McMil-
lan and we maintained 
neck and neck with 2nd 
place. McMillan gets the 
baton off to Barnes who 
keeps up the momen-
tum and a beautiful 
handoff to Nelson who 
brought it all the way to 
the finish line in under 
50sec! The boys broke 
their previous record, 
coming in at 47.67sec 
and found themselves 

earning the title of the 
9th fastest relay team in 
the state of Florida. 

The event wrapped 
up and the Wildcats 
prepared to return 
home and with a big 
sigh, Coach Fergu-
son said, “Boys, I’m so 
proud of you. And I’m 
going to miss you.” A 
truly sweet and sad mo-
ment as both coaches 
realized their time with 
these athletes has come 
to a close.

Coach Ferguson and 
Coach Isaacs would 
like to thank the team 
sponsors for their mon-
etary support: InVisual 
Creative Services, RBN 
Construction, B&W 
Land Clearing, Lever-
age Payment Solutions, 
Holiday Campground, 

Gulf Coast Eleva-
tors, Odom Surveying, 
WCSO and Sheriff Mill-
er and Treasured Kus-
toms, Mr. & Mrs. Si-
las and Pam Morgan, 
Frank and Mary Dichio, 
Lindsey Cole, and Quin-
cee Messersmith. 

Thank you to our 
principal, Mr. Simeon 
Nelson, for being all in. 
Thank you to our ath-
letic director Mr. Bill 
Peck for all of his guid-
ance.  

Wildcats, go be 
great War Eagles. Your 
school, your fami-
ly, your friends, your 
community… they are 
proud of you. We’ll be 
watching! 

Until next season, 
thank you Wakulla, for 
all of your support.

Special to The Sun

Gina Mitchell is River-
sink Elementary School’s 
May Employee of the 
Month. She has been 
at Riversink Elementa-
ry as school secretary 
since 2008 after moving 
to Wakulla County and 
working at Wakulla Mid-
dle School from 2002 as 
school secretary, data 
entry, and para-profes-
sional.

When asked what was 
most enjoyable about 
her job, Mitchell not-
ed: “I like to come into 
work a few minutes ear-
ly and talk to everyone 
as we start our day. We 
enjoy talking about our 
grand babies, families, 

etc. I also like being able 
to work with everyone, 
parents, students, ad-
ministration, faculty, 
and staff... I am really 
looking forward to things 
returning to normal next 
school year because the 
festival is one of my fa-

vorite times of the year. 
We are busy and the stu-
dents love it. During this 
time, we have volunteers 
in the building working 
alongside and it’s a great 
time for all.”

Principal Catherine 
Cutchen said, “Gina is 
the backbone of River-
sink Elementary School. 
I’m excited about her 
advancement to Princi-
pal Secretary. Gina wel-
comes families with a 
smile. She is an excellent 
gatekeeper. Gina knows 
just about every job in 
the office and is willing 
to support other schools 
when needed. Gina has 
an incredible wealth of 
knowledge with ESE, RTI 
and student enrollment.”

Triumph Award presented to 
Wakulla School Board

Breonne Murray accepted to prestigious summer institute

WMS excels at state track meet

Gina Mitchell is Riversink 
Employee of the Month
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Obituaries

Honoring the fallen on Memorial Day

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Your loved one is 
serving in the military 
to protect our free-
doms. What milestones 
are you looking for-
ward to celebrating 
with them when they 
finally return home? 

Are  you  exc i t ed 
about throwing a party 
for your spouse’s next 
birthday – and the next 
50 birthdays? Sitting in 
the front row at your 
child’s wedding? Hold-
ing your brother’s or 
sister’s first (or fourth) 
newborn? Giving and 
receiving a huge hug 
when your dear one 
returns home? 

In the last couple 
of years, thousands 
of families of service 
members have wait-
ed for their husband, 
wife, son, daughter, 
sister or brother to 
come home. But in-
stead of receiving a big 

hug from their loved 
one, they received their 
flag-draped casket. 

Dreams of celebrat-
ing those joy-fi l led 
milestones are buried 
forever.

I appreciate the so-
lemnity of Memorial 
Day. Imagine the cour-
age it took for our sol-
diers to endure count-
less weeks, sometimes 
years, of raw terror, 
wondering what the 
future would bring.

And their families, 
convinced there was no 
worse feeling than not 
knowing if their loved 
ones were all right, re-
alized how wrong they 

were when they heard 
that dreaded knock on 
the door. These newest 
members of the Gold 
Star family (families 
of fallen service mem-
bers) would gratefully 
trade the “not knowing” 
for the awful certainty 
they now face every 
single day.

Where would the 
United States of Amer-
ica be if our brave men 
and women hadn’t 
fought so valiantly – 
some even to the point 
of death? God speaks 
highly of those who 
lay down their lives for 
others: “Greater love 
has no one than this, 

that someone lay down 
his life for his friends” 
(John 15:13 ESV).

I f  your fr iend or 
loved one died while 
serving our country, I 
pray we, as a nation, 
will be found worthy of 
the huge price you and 
your fallen soldier paid. 

To the rest of us, I 
ask: 

Do we, as a nation, 
appreciate our service 
members’ sacrifices – 
and the sacrifices of 
their families? 

I’d like to think so. 
But on this Memori-
al Day weekend, let’s 
make sure we do. I 
know I’m not alone 

in saying that I wish 
I would’ve prayed for 
America as much as I 
pray for her now. 

Therefore, as a way 
to honor the fallen, let’s 
unite as a nation to in-
tercede for our leaders 
– in our government, 
churches and homes 
– so we can actually 
be the United States of 
America … under God. 

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net. 
Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.

Robert Irland Sirman, 86, of Smith 
Creek, passed away Monday, May 16, 
2022, just shy of his 87th birthday. He 
passed away surrounded by his family. 

Bob was born in St. Petersburg, Flor-
ida May 19th, 1935, he was an eight 
year veteran of the U.S. Naval Reserves.

He loved being outside working in 

his yard, and always working on differ-
ent projects. He was a loving husband, 
father and grandfather, and loved 
spending time with family and friends. 
Bob was retired after 31 years from the 
Department of Highway Safety and Mo-
tor Vehicles.

He is survived by his loving wife of 65 
years, Carol L. Sirman; his daughters, 
Linda Meredith (Bill), Becky Langston 
(Gary), Karen Hall (Brooks); grand-
children Greg Malstrom (Amy), Robby 
Langston, Missy Hermansen (Jasen), 
Bradon Hall (Tanja), Jenifer Shep-
herd (Matt), Kaley Michels (Stephen), 
great-grandchildren Joey Ford, Jacob 
Ford, Triston Stephson, Hannah Shep-
herd, Karter Hall, Matt Shepherd, Wes-
ley Langston, Julie Hermansen, Lance 
Langston, Toby Shepherd, Tucker Her-
mansen, Ethan Michels and Daphne 
Michels.

Bob was a dedicated member of the 
Mount Elon Baptist Church (Smith 
Creek) Sopchoppy.

Funeral services were held at 11 a.m. 
Friday, May 20, 2022, at Mount Elon 
Baptist Church and burial to followed 
at the Mount Elon Baptist Church 
Cemetery.

Susie Mozolic of Bevis Funeral Home 
is assisting the family with their ar-
rangements (www.bevisfh.com, 850-
385-2193).

Robert ‘Bob’ Sirman

DEATH NOTICES

• Charles “Charlie” George Friz, 73, of Crawfordville, died May 18, 2022.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com

• Larry Dewayne Hicks, 61, of Crawfordville, died May 22, 2022.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 www.familyf-
hc.com

• Jarvis Eugene “Jes” Strickland, 42, of Crawfordville, died May 20, 2022.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel. 850-926-5919, www.familyf-
hc.com

From Front Page

Lake are some locations 
they play. He and Dow 
said that disc golf has a 
huge presence in Talla-
hassee including being 
home to the Tallahassee 
Disc Golf Association. 
They said The Open at 
Tallahassee was even 
held and televised re-
cently at Tom Brown 
Park, and that it fea-
tured professional play-
ers. 

In addition to casually 
playing disc golf, Dow 
also competes at tour-
naments. She said she 
has competed in around 
13 tournaments, most of 
which are played locally 
or regionally in areas like 
Tallahassee, Bay Coun-
ty, Central Florida, and 
Dothan, Alabama.

Dow said she enjoys 
the disc golf experience 
including getting to 
know the people she 
plays with and being in 
a welcoming and encour-
aging environment. One 
of her most memorable 
accomplishments oc-
curred at a tournament 
called the Queen Bee 
Bash. The tournament 
included a putting chal-
lenge in which partici-
pants standing on one 
side of a pavilion had to 
putt a disc over the pa-
vilion and into a basket 
on the other side. Dow 
said she was one of two 
participants whose disc 
made it into the basket, 
and the only one to do so 
on the first try.

Last year, Dow was 
invited to attend Junior 
Worlds because she had 
competed in at least one 

tournament prior to the 
championships – Dow 
and her dad said she 
went for the experience. 
“Its going to be a differ-
ent experience this year 
to go and be competi-
tive,” she said, adding 
that she had to rack up a 
certain number of points 
at tournaments over the 
past year to be invited 
back. 

Based on her tourna-
ment performance, Dow 
was not only one of 24 
girls in her age division 
worldwide to be invited 
to this year’s champi-
onships, but she is also 
one of eight who will be 
competing. She said, “I 
am proud of myself, and 
thankful.” 

Dow attributes her 
success as a disc golf-
er to the amount she 
plays and practices, and 
also to the leg strength 
she gained from taking 
dance at a young age. 
She highlighted strength 
and accuracy as two 
important skills she has 
developed through disc 

golf. Brian said disc golf 
has helped Dow work on 
her perseverance. Dow 
said she is attempting 
to completes 100 putts 
a day using the practice 
basket in her backyard. 

“I want to be able to 
get my putting to where 
I could make 30-foot 
putts, no problem,” said 
Dow in regard to short-
term disc golf related 
goals. In the long term, 
Dow said she wants to 
become a professional 
disc golfer. “I know I 
have the capability to do 
it – I love the sport.”

Dow and her dad not-
ed that getting involved 
with disc golf is relatively 
easy and accessible. Bri-
an said that most cours-
es are free and in public 
parks, and Dow added 
that a starter set of discs 
can be found for around 
$20 and tutorial videos 
can be found online. 
They also said that more 
experienced players are 
often willing to help new 
players.

The 2022 PDGA Ju-
nior Disc Golf World 
Championships will be 
held July 12-16.

Shoreline Foundation

Disc golf

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Dustin Feddon • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Dustin Feddon • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday Mass 7:00 pm

1st Saturday: Confessions at 9:00 am
1st Saturday: Adoration Mass at 10:00 am
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Live Streaming - Sundays and Wednesdays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

From Front Page

ing the Electronic Fund 
Transfer from Wakulla 
County to Shoreline and 
is expected to be com-
pleted in the next week 
or so. The money is re-
portedly gone.

The Mashes Sands 
pier project is expected 
to be finished later in 
the summer.

Reportedly, another 
payment of $311,000 
from the county to the 
company was recovered 
by the bank.

Messages left at the 
company’s office were 
not returned by dead-
line.

According to court re-

cords, in 2018, the com-
pany was charged crim-
inally in federal court in 
Miami with submitting 
a fraudulent invoice in 
2015 for $375,062 while 
it was contracted to re-
place channel marker 
range lights for the U.S. 
Coast Guard. 

The company said 
that matter stemmed 
from an employee error 
at the time the bid was 
submitted.

Court records indi-
cate the criminal indict-
ment was later waived.

Also in 2018, the com-
pany admitted in federal 
court that it had ignored 
a requirement to survey 
and remove endangered 

coral while replacing 
channel marker range 
lights in the Port of Mi-
ami in 2014 and 2015.

Shoreline Founda-
tion came under federal 
scrutiny several times 
during a seawall re-
building project at the 
Port of Palm Beach after 
an employee fell into the 
interior of a barge and 
died from lack of oxygen 
in May 2013. The Oc-
cupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
cited the company with 
five violations in connec-
tion with the death, then 
cited the company with 
33 violations following 
inspections at the site 
in December 2014 and 
January 2015.

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Fwma.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

we always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts
• Pedigree 

wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

• Dawn dish 
soap

Cadence Dow playing disc golf.
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HOME ON THE RANGE

BIRDING AT THE REFUGE

By DON MORROW

I turned off of U.S. 98 
onto Lighthouse Road at 
5:30 a.m., heading to St. 
Marks National Wildlife 
Refuge for a shorebird 
survey. I had time for 
several stops to listen 
for nightbirds – the gate 
doesn’t open until 6 am. 
A half moon intermit-
tently appeared between 
clouds; its light muted 
by a high fog layer. Fire-
flies were blinking. Pig 
and Leopard frogs were 
croaking.

Chuck-wills-widows 
are still calling. They will 
quiet down when they 
start feeding young. A 
pair of Screech Owls 
gave their ululating trill 
from somewhere out in 

the woods and by the 
time the sun rose, I was 
at the far end of Stony 
Bayou and had add-
ed Least Bittern, Wood 
Duck and Barred Owl 
to my list.

Shorebird popula-
tions at St. Marks peak 
in mid-winter and are 
at their low point in late 
June. Our shorebird 
numbers have dropped 
85% over the last two 
weeks as wintering birds 
have left and migrating 
species have finished 
moving through. Today, 
I had only 349 shore-
birds of 15 species. 
There were still a few 
late migrants: White-
rumped and Spotted 
Sandpiper, Whimbrel, 
Marbled Godwit and 

Red Knot. Semipalmat-
ed Sandpiper numbers 
are still strong, but they 
don’t usually drop until 
June.

There  were  l oca l 
breeders: Wilson’s Plo-
vers, Willets and a pair 
of Oystercatchers. The 
remaining birds includ-
ed species in which first 
year birds don’t migrate, 
like Semipalmated & 
Black-bellied Plover and 
Short-billed Dowitcher. 
Most of them were in 
non-breeding plumage.

It’s late May at the 
refuge. Beautyberry and 
Rose Mallow are bloom-
ing. There are clouds 
of dragonflies. Female 
Eastern Kingbirds are 
gathering thistle down 
to line their nests and 

the heat of summer is 
settling in for a long 
stay. It is an interesting 
year at the refuge.

Long-legged waders: 
herons, egrets and ibis, 
are scarce this summer. 
For years the big rook-
ery on East River Pool 
had provided a morning 
spectacle as hundreds 
of waders took flight, 
heading out to feed. The 
rookery is almost empty 
now, possibly a victim of 
several dry springs that 
dropped the water level 
on East River Pool. Wad-
ing bird rookeries need 
water for protection. The 
occasional nestling that 
falls in the water attracts 
gators, which keep nest 
predators like racoons 
at bay. The waders have 

moved off, but perhaps 
they will return.

Purple Gallinules are 
returning to Headquar-
ters Pond, where they 
used to be plentiful. 
Saltwater from Hur-
ricane Michael killed 
the White Waterlilies 
in the pond. Purple 
Gallinules spend most 
of their time walking 
on floating vegetation 
and had depended on 
the waterlilies floating 
leaves. Then, a strange 
thing happened. There 
had been a small patch 
of Sacred Lotus in the 
back of Headquarters 
Pond, which survived 
the hurricane and has 
now spread across the 
pond. Purple Gallinules 
have returned and are 

using the lotus’ floating 
leaves as platforms from 
which to feed.

Reddish Egrets and 
Roseate Spoonbills are 
showing up at the ref-
uge. They have South 
Florida populations that 
nest early and they are 
now dispersing North-
ward. They are most 
plentiful at the refuge 
in June.

Come down to St. 
Marks. There’s still a bit 
of shorebird migration 
to go, breeding birds 
to watch and always 
something interesting 
going on. 

Don Morrow can be 
contacted at donaldc-
morrow@gmail.com.

A shorebird survey

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun

By MARJ LAW

“You don’t wanna get 
a little girlie gun,” a big 
guy at the last gunshow 
in Tallahassee tells me.

“You need a gun with 
some heft. 

“You think a weenie 
.380’s going to give you 
less recoil? Well, let me 
tell you; it’s not. A heavi-
er gun’s got less recoil. 
Its mass absorbs recoil. 

“You think you want 
a bitty barrel? No way. 
That little purse gun 
won’t hit the broad side 
of a barn. Longer barrels 
make for more accurate 
shots. Their length gives 
more energy to your 
round. 

“And rifling? Longer 
barrels have more ri-
fling. Think of a football 
quarterback throwing 
a long pass. You prob-
ably wouldn’t notice, 
but when he passes, he 
sends that ball off with 
a twist. Twist makes a 
difference.

“Above the barrel, the 
distance between back 
and front sights is called 
‘sight radius.’ Longer 
the sight radius, the 
better your accuracy.

“And, even with your 
small hand, you won’t 
get a strong hold on that 
short grip. Weak hold? 
Bad shooting. Ferget it. 
Get a bigger gun. You 
don’t need it in your 
purse. Get a holster and 

put it in your pant band.
“Got it? Stop looking 

at little girlie guns. Get 
yourself a real gun.”

I nod, thinking “jerk.”
The newer better 

quality of .380 ammu-
nition has changed re-
spectability of smaller 
guns. A lot of shoot-
ers now prefer smaller 
handguns with smaller 
calibers. They appreci-
ate a light and smooth 
recoil. They shoot well.

So, last Wednesday 
at the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office range, 
five of us decide to bat-
tle two .380s: the very 
small Sig Sauer P238 
and the Smith & Wes-
son .380 Shield EZ. 

The Sig is significant-
ly smaller than the EZ. 
Will we find we shoot the 
EZ more accurately?

The EZ holds eight 
rounds (with one in the 
chamber). Overall, it’s 
6.7-inches long and 
weighs 18.5 ounces. 
Barrel length is 3.675 
inches. Yes, it’s small. 

But the Sig is even 
smaller.

Overall, the Sig is 5.5 
inches and weighs only 
15.2 ounces. Its barrel 
is 2.7 inches long. The 
Sig holds six rounds 
(again with one in the 
chamber.)

Let’s talk first about 
that EZ.

According to Jeremy 
S. in The Truth About 
Guns, “The easy to 
rack, easy to load, easy 
to shoot, easy to field-
strip M&P 380 Shield 
EZ is possibly the best 
semi-auto, centerfire 
pistol going for those 
who find operating pis-
tols difficult. It fits a 
need, fits a niche, and 
does it extremely well.”

I like to quote those 
on The Truth About 
Guns because I usually 

have similar findings.
However, I’d never 

suggest this gun is only 
good for those who find 
other handguns to be 
difficult in all these ar-
eas. Many people want 
to know they’ll have 
no difficulty shooting 
the gun that may save 
a life. And many of us, 
young and old alike, 
don’t have the need to 
“prove” ourselves with 
high caliber handguns. 
The gun you shoot best 
is the one you want to 
have in your hand if the 
worst happens.

Now, for the Sig.
According to Robert 

Farrago on The Truth 
About Guns: “While 
shooting the best-selling 
Ruger LCP is about as 
painful as an extremely 
vigorous high five, the 
more expensive Sig is 
one of the softest-shoot-
ing smallest .380 pistols 
made.” 

He goes on to say: 
“The P238 is a range toy 
in the best sense of that 
term: a gun you’ll play 
with to the point where 
shooting it well will be-
come second nature. 
And that means the gun 

may do you some good 
should you ever need to 
use it in a self-defense 
situation.”

Josh Wagner, also on 
The Truth About Guns 
agrees. “The micro-com-
pact Sig P238 Legion is 
probably the best single 
.380 ACP pistol made 
today.”

Remember, the Sig 
weighs almost 3 ounc-
es less than the EZ. 
It’s more than an inch 
less in length. Think 
those facts make little 
difference? Well, put 
one in your purse for a 
day, then put the oth-
er in your purse. Like 
the old cigarette ad, “A 
silly millimeter longer” 
made a difference for a 
smoker. A 1 inch length 
inch and 3 ounces more 
weight makes a differ-
ence in a purse. And in 
the holster under your 
pant band.

Another difference 
is in rounds. You can 
fit eight in the EZ and 
six in the Sig. Will this 
make the difference to 
you?

So, now at the WCSO 
range, five of us shoot 
three times each with 

the Sig on the left target 
and the EZ on the right 
target. Two are men. 
One of the men shoots 
only one at each target. 
These targets are 6 inch-
es across.

When you multiply 
four people with three 
shots each, and one 
person with one shot 
in each target, then the 
targets have the poten-
tial to have 13 holes in 
them.

In our defense, let me 
remind you these are 
only 6 inch targets. 

Notice there are five 
holes in the Sig target 
and seven holes in the 
EZ target.

Also, notice that four 
of the five Sig target 
holes are in close prox-
imity.

The EZ holes are more 
in number, but less in 
accuracy.

One woman likes the 
EZ better. She feels her 
hand gets a better hold 
on the longer grip of 
the EZ. Another woman 
says this Sig has a lot 
more recoil than her 
own similar handgun, 
as she compares it to 
the EZ. However, after 

shooting the Sig and 
the EZ, she brings out 
her own Sig and shoots 
it. She finds it has the 
same recoil as the Sig 
on the shooting bench.

One man feels he has 
better control also with 
the EZ grip, but he likes 
the sights on the Sig.

I don’t shoot as well 
as I’d like, but that Sig 
just sinks right down 
into my small hand. If 
I felt that way about 
the EZ, I’d carry it in 
my purse, but it’s the 
Sig that feels familiar. 
To me, it’s the Sig that 
shoots more accurately.

Is bigger better?
Looks like six of one 

and half a dozen of 
the other. I’d be hard 
pressed to make an an-
swer.

It all depends on 
which gun you shoot 
best and which one you 
like best.

Choose. The Sig or 
the EZ. It’s all good.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County  Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

Is the bigger gun better?
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We are approaching 
Memorial Day, the offi-
cial beginning of summer 
for many. In our area, 
this is evident when go-
ing out on the water and 
seeing the large num-
ber of boaters enjoying 
flats and rivers. Often, 
boaters bring their ca-
nine friends along for the 
fun! Thank you to Scott 
Hausmann for the assist 
in sharing Myla’s story!

A recent news event 
highlights the impor-
tance of monitoring our 
furry friends. A lucky 
dog named Myla was 
rescued by the U.S. 
Coast Guard after she 
was “lost overboard” in 
North Carolina’s Outer 
Banks. The owners put 
out a May Day call when 
Myla went overboard. A 
Coast Guard team was 
in the area and began 
searching. Two look-outs 
spotted her and were 
able to assist her into 
the boat. After hydration 
and much needed rest, 
Myla was reunited with 
her family. 

This story highlights 
the need for several 
things. If you are bring-
ing your pet on board, 
make sure they have a  
current identification 
tag. Dogs and cats can 
wear life jackets just 
like us! It can help save 
their lives as much as 
ours. Make sure your pet 
has access to fresh cool 

water, they can become 
dehydrated much quick-
er than us, especially in 
the heat and sun. Make 
sure they have a shady 
place to rest. 

For us, one of the 
leading causes for acci-
dents on holiday week-
ends is boating while 
intoxicated. Remember 
to drink responsibly and 
designate a driver. Ad-
ditionally, many boaters 
with limited or no expe-
rience on the water are 
out in heavier than usual 
traffic. When accidents 
do happen, the Coast 
Guard will often broad-
cast out of channel 16 a 
series of messages. They 
will either be securité, 
pan-pan, or mayday. 

Securité, (pronounced 
sea-cur-i-tay), is the 
safety signal. It is used to 
alert boaters to potential 
hazards or approaching 
inclement weather. 

Pan pan, (pronounced 
pahn-pahn) is used to 

relay urgent informa-
tion such as a person in 
the water or a boat has 
broken down in a dan-
gerous area. This is used 
then the danger is not 
life threatening. Other 
boaters are urged to keep 
a lookout and assist as 
they are able. 

Mayday is urgent and 
eminent danger. This is 
only used when lives are 
at risk and immediate 
assistance is needed. 
This is what helped save 
Myla!

If you find yourself 
in need of help, there is 
procedure to use when 
making a distress call. 
Using channel 16 on 
the VHF radio, repeat 
the phrase three times, 
“pan pan, pan pan, pan 
pan.” Identify your vessel 
by registration, type and 
color of the boat. Identify 
who is on board and the 
emergency. Then release 
the mic and wait for a 
response. 

Channel 16 is mon-
itored at all times and 
should not be used for 
routine conversation. 
Understanding these dif-
ferent calls for help can 
assist you in getting the 
help you need or allow 
you to assist others. 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net, follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12, or contact 
our Flotilla Command-
er Phil Hill at pnkkh-
ill2000@yahoo.com. 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, 
Staff Officer for Vessel 
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

From FWC News

Gov. Ron DeSantis 
issued a proclamation 
for Safe Boating Week in 
Florida. We are grateful 
for his recognition of this 
important week urging 
Floridians and visitors 
to boat safely while en-
joying Florida’s beautiful 
waterways. 

SAFE BOATING WEEK 
IN FLORIDA 

WHEREAS, Florida is 
the boating and fishing 
capital of the world, and 
recreational boating is a 
staple of the Sunshine 
State’s lifestyle, tourism, 
and economy; and 

WHEREAS, Florida 
has over 1,300 miles of 
coastline, 50,000 miles 
of rivers and streams, 

7,800 lakes, and 4,000 
square miles of estuaries 
for Floridians, visitors to 
our great state, and the 
wildlife that inhabit these 
areas to enjoy; and 

WHEREAS, Florida’s 
coastal waters are home 
to the greatest number 
of recreational boats and 
saltwater fishermen in 
the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Florida is 
committed to ensuring 
the safety of all residents 
and visitors to our great 
state; and 

WHEREAS, the Coast 
Guard estimates that hu-
man error accounts for 
most boating accidents 
and life jackets could 
prevent nearly 86 per-
cent of boating-related 
deaths; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Con-

servation Commission 
(FWC) protects Florid-
ians and our natural 
resources through law 
enforcement services - 
enforcing boating rules 
and regulations, coor-
dinating boating safety 
campaigns and educa-
tional programs, and 
managing public waters 
and access to them - for 
our waterways and coast-
al communities; and 

WHEREAS, the Flori-
da Department of High-
way Safety and Motor 
Vehicles issues boating 
licenses and temporary 
certificates for those who 
want to operate a boat 
and successfully com-
plete the boating safety 
education requirements; 
and 

WHEREAS, safe boat-
ing includes carrying 

lifesaving emergency dis-
tress and communica-
tions equipment, wearing 
life jackets, attending 
safe boating courses, 
participating in free boat 
safety checks, and stay-
ing sober when navigat-
ing; and 

WHEREAS, Safe Boat-
ing Week in Florida is 
an opportunity to bring 
awareness to life-saving 
tips and promote safe 
boating so Floridians and 
visitors can safely expe-
rience the beauty of our 
waterways in the Boating 
Capital of the World. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, 
Ron DeSantis, Governor 
of the State of Florida, do 
hereby extend greetings 
and best wishes to all ob-
serving May 21-27, 2022, 
as Safe Boating Week in 
Florida.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller
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City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac

Safe Boating Week Proclamation

Beginning of the scuba diving season.

We are in the beginning of the scuba diving 
season here and with the ocean temperatures 
getting warmer and the fish are really coming 
closer to shore it looks to be another great diving 
season. This brings me to a subject that should 
be a concern to all you divers out there, and that 
is your equipment.

On the equipment, if you haven’t gotten your 
regulators serviced in 2 or more seasons you 
might want to consider having them serviced now. 
It is your safety that is at risk if they fail while 
diving or at best they fail while you are on the dive 
boat before you enter the water. Either scenario 
is not a good one.

A lot of folks store their regulators curled up 
in a regulator bag for the winter and when they 
remove them they have a severe bend in the hos-
es. That is not good because it creates a weak 
point in the hose and can leak over time or have 
a catastrophic failure and burst. The regulator 
bag is only to be used as a travel bag for the 
regulators not a storage bag. You need to store 
your regulators hanging them by the first stage 
using a special hanger. The best hanger to use is 
a combo BCD/regulator hanger. Make sure you 
rinse off your regulators in fresh water carefully 
as not to get water into the yoke or din side so 
water cannot enter the high pressure area. Make 
sure the dust cap is covering the high pressure 
side of the regulator.

Your BCD will need to be checked before your 
dive by orally inflating it to make sure there are 
no issues with the inflator. After you inflate it 
then look to make sure there are no visible leaks 
around the over flow valve and bladder areas. 
Hook up your regulator to a tank and then con-
nect your LP line to your inflator to check the 
connection and make sure it locks it into the 
Schrader valve securely. 

Open the tank valve very slowly to energize your 
regulator, and then push the inflator button on 
your BC in short bursts to start to inflate it. The 
reason behind the short burst of air is to make 
sure the inflator button operates properly and 
doesn’t stick open. If it does stick open, quickly 
turn off your tank or simply disconnect your LP 
hose to stop the flow of air. If it does stick open 
then you need to get it serviced or replaced be-
fore you use it in the water. After your dive make 
sure to drain the water that gets in the BC then 
store your BC partially inflated to reduce the 
possibility of mold build up in the bladder. You 
should never store your BC without the bladder 
partially inflated.

Your mask is another piece of overlooked equip-
ment that you need to check. Look at the frame to 
make sure there are no visible cracks or any tears 
to the silicone skirt that goes against your face to 
make a proper seal. Look at the strap carefully 
to make sure there are no cracks on the surface. 
The best way to tell is to stretch the band, if you 
see little cracks then replace it.

Your fins should be checked for cracks on the 
surface of them, even silicon fins can show stress 
cracks and it’s usually around the foot pocket. 
Check the fin straps the same way you do the 
mask strap, stretch them to look for small cracks 
on the surface. If any cracks are revealed then 
replace both straps even if it’s just on one of them.

If you do these inspections regularly then you 
can save yourself a lot of grief on the dive boat 
later.

Remember that when you dive, only leave 
bubbles.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Portuguese nurses
5. Old Irish alphabet
9. School faculty
14. Nothing more than 
speci� ed
15. No longer present
16. One who avoids 
others
17. Spot on a radar screen
18. Causing to feel sure
20. What Bo Peep did
22. Fluid accumulation in 
tissues
23. Representational 
images
27. ___asty: 1980’s TV show
 28. Belongs to McEntire
 32. Oman town ___ Al 
Bayah
 33. Oral polio vaccine 
developer
 34. China clay
 36. Beetle amulet
 38. Bath linens
 39. Sock hops or proms
 40. Leavened rum cakes
 41. River between China 
and Russia
 42. Cosmos Bottling 
Corp. root beer
 43. Type of memory
 46. Feed to satisfaction
 49. Neon tropical � sh
 51. Mary Shelly creation
 55. Action in opposition 
 58. Ponderosity
 59. Stu� ed (French)
 60. Pressure unit
 61. Norse goddess who 
defeated � or
 62. Loses moisture
63. Small ornamental case
 64. Jim Beam and Wild 
Turkey
 
 CLUES DOWN
    1. Walked slowly

   2. Tonal pattern
   3. Originated
   4. Ninth month (alt. 
abbr.)
   5. Giant
   6. Leaver
   7. Genus of freshwater 
ducks
   8. Interlocks
   9. Turned on an axis
 10. Hoagies
 11. Tropical American 
cuckoo
 12. Wet spongy ground
 13. Germany
 19. Balaenoptera borealis
 21. Capital of Zimbabwe
 24. High in stature
 25. Warm region wading 
bird
 26. Food storage con-
tainer

 29. Amo____: one-celled 
organisms
 30. Napkin to protect 
clothing
 31. Article
 33.  Out that advances 
base runners
 34. Waterbucks
 35. Expects
 36. ____ntha Eggar: 
actress
 37. King of England 994 
- 1035
 38. Seaman
 39. Cony
 40. Degree in Arts and 
Sciences
 42. High legislative as-
sembly
 43. Am. jazz rock band 
Dan
 

44. Something of small 
importance
 45. Praying insect
 47. Cath_____: purging
 48. Make lacework
 50. Quintessence
 52. Rope fastening
 53. Beige
 54. Filippo __, Saint
 55. Rural Free Delivery 
(abbr.)
 56. Auricle
 57. ___ Lanka
 

A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

2655-B Crawfordville Hwy.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARSPosey’s Steam Room & Oyster 

Bar is seeking CASHIERS/
HOSTESSES/BUS HELP.
Full/Part time SERVERS  

Must apply in person at 1506 
Coastal Highway, Panacea 

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850)926-4353

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct 

cleaning.

Cissy Jones - Home Health
Cert. Med. Tech/Home Health Aid

Dementia/Alzheimers
All level of care – 20+ yrs. Exp.

Exc. References 
850-933-9162

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-570-9944 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

MEDICAL SERVICES

CROSSWORD
Please 
Recycle

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming
Light Pressure Washing Palm Tree 

TrimmingMove in – Move out  Cleaning

Great Prices - Great Work
Licensed & Insured

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600

Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints
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SOCCER ON-SITE AT  
WAKULLA COMMUNITY  

CENTER!
Tuesdays, starting June 7 to July 26.

Soccer Shots is an engaging children’s soccer program.  
Get your kids up and moving this summer. Join us on the field for new skills,  

healthy habits, character building and of course, FUN!

904-494-6499  |  director.tally@soccershots.com
soccershots.com

Mini (Ages 2 to 3) 
4:45 pm - 5:15 pm

Classic (Ages 4 to 5) 
5:15 pm - 6:00 pm

Premier (Ages 6 to 9) 
5:15 pm - 6:00 pm

Scan to Enroll!
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla War Eagles got in 
their spring game last week, playing 
the Chiles Timberwolves and Lincoln 
Trojans on Thursday, May 19 at Tal-
lahassee’s Gene Cox Stadium.

The War Eagles played Chiles first 
and it would have been scoreless if not 
for the Chiles kicker, who nailed a 41-
yard field goal and one from 46 yards.

The Wakulla offense is headed by 
junior Haden Klees at quarterback. 

Wakulla defensive end Todd Wil-

liams, listed at 6’3” and 240 pounds, 
looked unstoppable as he rushed the 
quarterback and disrupted the back-
field.

In the third game, Wakulla scored 
easily with running back Gabe Carter 
taking a short pass for a big gain, down 
to the 3. Klees handed off to running 
back Xavier Blake, who took it in from 
there. The extra point was missed.

Lincoln scored in the second quarter 
on a 65-yard pass. Klees threw a 40-
yard TD pass to Jeremiah Thomas.

Lincoln threw a Hail Mary that was 
caught at the 2 with seconds left and  
scored on the next play to win, 14-12. 

War Eagles play spring game vs. Chiles, Lincoln

Xavier Blake scores against Lincoln. Samron Brinson makes a �ngertip catch against Chiles.

Xavier Blake picks up some yardage against Chiles.

Defensive end Todd Williams goes for sack against Lincoln.

Camille Duke, Broker 
BK3323552

850-692-9449
www.JeepGirlRealty.com

Dreaming of owning a home but 
denied because of bad credit, 

1099 job, self-employed?

Let us help you with our 
path to home ownership program.  

”Our Mission is to Transform 
Lives Through Affordable 

Housing to Empower Families 
and Individuals to Enjoy the 

American Dream of Home 
Ownership”

Affordable 
Housing Network

MEMBER

Fri, 8/26 7 p.m. 
Chiles at Wakulla

Fri, 9/2 7:30 p.m. 
Gadsden County in 
Havana

Fri, 9/9 7 p.m. 
Munroe at Wakulla

Fri, 9/16 8 p.m. 
Blountstown in 
Blountstown

Fri, 9/23 7 p.m. 
Mosley in Lynn 
Haven 

Fri, 9/30 7 p.m. 
Rickards at 
Wakulla

Fri, 10/7 7p.m. 
St. John Paul II 
at Wakulla 

Fri, 10/14 7:30 p.m. 
Taylor County in 
Perry 

Fri, 10/28 7 p.m. 
Suwannee at 
Wakulla

War Eagle 2022 schedule
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