
By CHARITY TUMBLESON
Reporter

The Wakul la  Sun 
hosted a political forum 
at the Wakulla County 
Public Library on Thurs-
day, July 14. 

Two of the three candi-
dates running for county 
judge were present – Ed-
die Evans and Brian Mill-
er, while Rose Bronhard 
did not attend. (After the 
forum, Bronhard told 
The Sun that she did not 
receive the email notifi-
cation or reminder.)

Also present were 
candidates for school 
board district 1 – Eddie 
Hand, Gwendolyn Man-
ning-Staten and Dod 
Walker – and school 
board district 5 – JoAnn 
Daniels and Laura Law-
hon.

To start the forum, 
mode ra t o r  W i l l i am 
Snowden read off the 
duties of a county judge:  
County court judges 
have jurisdiction over 
misdemeanor criminal 
offenses, criminal/civil 
traffic offenses, munic-
ipal and county ordi-
nance violations, small 
claims, civil suits for 
less than $30,000(or 
$15,000 if filed before 
Dec. 31, 2019), home-
owners associations dis-
putes, landlord/tenant 
disputes, and simplified, 
uncontested divorces.

Q: Introduce your-
selves.

Evans currently serves 
as the general counsel at 
the state of attorney’s of-
fice with responsibilities 
in all six counties of the 
second judicial circuit in-

cluding Wakulla, Frank-
lin, Gadsden, Jefferson, 
Liberty, and Leon. Evans 
was born and raised in 
Sopchoppy and gradu-
ated from Florida state 
university college of law.

Miller, currently the 
chief prosecutor for 
Wakulla county, has 
held this position since 
2016. Miller was raised 
in Tallahassee but has 
deep roots in Wakul-
la. “While I grew up in 
Tallahassee, my family 
has been in Wakulla for 
many generations. My 
3-year-old daughter will 
be the seventh genera-
tion to live in Wakulla.”

 
What are your quali-

fications?

Having graduated 
from Florida State Uni-
versity College of Law 

magna cum laude, Miller 
was hired as a full-time 
prosecutor while still in 
law school in 2011. Less 
than a year after gradu-
ating from law school he 
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Sam McGrew running for commission

Candidates for county judge, school board share their opinions before the August primary

A video of the forum will be posted 
on our Facebook soon.

Candidate contributions & 
expenditures start on Page 10.

Candidates for county judge Eddie Evans and Brian Miller at the fo-
rum. The third candidate in the race, Rose Bronhard, did not attend.

Candidates appear at forum
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William Snowden asks a question of school board district 1 candidates Eddie Hand, Gwendolyn Manning-Staten, and 
Dod Walker, and district 5 candidates JoAnn Daniels and Laura Lawhon. 

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

Partly
Cloudy

Partly
Cloudy

Friday Saturday

Sunrise 6:49 AM
Sunset 8:37 PM

Sunrise 6:50 AM
Sunset 8:37 PM

Sunrise 6:51 AM
Sunset 8:36 PM

Hi: 89º Lo: 75º   40% Hi: 90º Lo: 74º   24% Hi: 92º Lo: 75º   15%

WeatherSTEMWAKULLA

1 96852 36013 0

Sam and Janice McGrew with their children, Khari, Natalie 
and Jessiah. 
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Thursday

School 
board 
forum

By CHARITY TUMBLESON
Reporter

Before the start of the 
forum with school board 
candidates, moderator 
William Snowden read 
the responsibilities of 
school boards – which is 
basically to set policies 
and approve budgets. 
In contrast, the super-
intendent is in charge of 
day-to-day operations of 
the district. 

It  was noted that 
some policy areas that 
school board members 
oversee include cur-
riculum, enrollment, 
facilities, and school 
calendar. Other areas 
include student safe-
ty, student discipline 
such as expulsions, and 
transportation. For Per-
sonnel, the school board 
is responsible for estab-
lishing and designations 
for positions to be filled, 
the qualifications, and 
adopting a salary sched-
ule. 

Introduce Yourself
Eddie Hand has been 

a resident of Crawford-
ville for 10 years. He is 
originally from Jackson 
County. He and his wife 
have three children in 
the school system, along 
with a 2-year-old lit-
tle girl. “We love where 
we’re at. I work at the 

By SAM McGREW
Special to The Sun

Samuel McGrew, one of Wakulla’s favorite sons, 
hung up his War Eagle, Seminole, and profes-
sional football cleats to raise a family here. Now, 
he’s lacing up his “running” shoes in the race for 
county commissioner. 

McGrew, a local business owner, youth mentor, 
and fifth-generation Wakulla resident, is running 
in District 4 under the slogan “Defend Wakulla.”

“As your county commissioner I will protect the 
citizens and the future of our children,” McGrew 
explains. “The time has come to play defense.” 

Alongside raising their children, McGrew and 
his wife Janice also run an affordable childcare 
center and youth nonprofit that serves hundreds 
of kids. 

Over the years, Samuel and Janice have had 
growing concerns about the direction of their 
county. McGrew notes that the County Commis-

sion:
● Continues to raise taxes 
● Holds meetings at 5 p.m. on Mondays, keep-

ings many working people out
● Considers building a massive gas station 

above a Wakulla Springs cave
● Has not guided new growth that protects ex-

isting communities
● Fails to protect our fishing industry from 

pollution
● Needs youth focused infrastructure and pro-

grams
“If we stand by and do nothing, our kids won’t 

get to inherit the strong, beautiful county that I’ve 
always called home,” McGrew says. 

McGrew credits Wakulla County as a “home 
filled with love, a church blessed with joy, and 
plenty of space to hunt, fish, and explore. It’s a 
place of strength, faith and hard work.”

He has gained much support from the local 

Small business owner, former professional athlete, and father of three runs in District 4

CANDIDATE ANNOUNCEMENT

Paid by Eddie Evans for Wakulla County Judge, Group One. www.EddieEvansForWakullaJudge.com

Legal Background and Service:
• General Counsel for the State Attorney’s Offi ce, Second 

Circuit, which includes Wakulla and the 5 surrounding 
counties. 

• Assistant State Attorney since 1992 keeping our community 
safe by prosecuting those who have committed crimes. 

• Chief prosecutor in Wakulla 1996-1998.  
• Over 100 jury trials in both the criminal and civil divisions of 

the court. 
• 30 year member of the Florida Bar. 
• Served 20 years on the Sopchoppy City Council. 
• Currently serving as a deacon in his church.PROVEN EXPERIENCE AND SERVICE

 On bullet point two, I think it should read “Assistant State Attorney since 
1992 keeping our community safe by prosecuting those who have commit-
ted crimes.”
Then add another bullet point, “Chief prosecutor in Wakulla 1996-1998.”  
(1998 is correct even though I originally had 1997.)

Khadejah Scott 
joins 

Wakulla Extension

See Page 3
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Judicial candidates speak at Wakulla Sun forum
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Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park
Starry Rosinweed

Sopchoppy Opry 
set for July 30

By JOEY & JACK COETZEE

Starry rosinweed (Silphium asteri-
cus) is a tall, showy, native wildflower 
that blooms from spring to fall. Its 
large, bright yellow flowerheads at-
tract many pollinators, including a 
variety of butterflies, and especially 
native bees. Starry rosinweed thrives 
in sunny locations in dry to moist, 
well-drained soil. It grows 2-5 feet 
tall. The name “rosinweed” comes 
its resinous sap. When dried, Native 
Americans used it as a breath-fresh-
ening chewing gum. Starry rosin-
weed is a one of the more prominent 
wildflowers in the upland gardens 
along Rose Street in Sopchoppy De-
pot Park.
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was promoted through 
the state attorney’s of-
fice and became Chief 
Prosecutor in Wakul-
la County less than 4 
years later. 

In Evan’s second 
year of law school, he 
entered the state attor-
ney’s office at Wakulla 
handling mostly mis-
demeanor cases at that 
time. After graduat-
ing from law school he 
worked at the Leon 
County office for a year. 
He also served as chief 
prosecutor in Wakulla 
for time, and laughed 
that current State At-
torney Jack Campbell 
started his law career 
as an intern under Ev-
ans in the Wakulla of-
fice. “I currently serve 
as the general counsel 
at the state attorney’s 
office which means I’m 
the lawyer for the of-
fice, and I also advise 
our younger lawyers. 
I’ve been at the state 
attorney’s office for 30 
years and I have expe-
rience in both civil and 
criminal cases. I’m the 
person in the office who 
deals with the death 
penalty cases and I 
currently manage all 
the defendants we have 
on death row.” 

Why do you want to 
be a county judge?

Mil ler  looks for-
ward to the future that 
Wakulla holds. “I’m 

also very involved in 
our present, so every 
single day when some-
thing happens I’m the 
one out there at the 
sheriff’s office, I’m the 
one talking to the peo-
ple in the community. 
I want to try to make 
sure everyone’s rights 
are respected and not 
just victims but also the 
defendants, so every-
one’s held accountable. 
I’m also deeply commit-
ted to our future, and I 
think you should have 
a judge to go along with 
the county. I’m 40 right 
now so that means I 
can serve you for quite 
a long time too, so as 
our county grows and 
develops I can grow 
and develop right along 
with everybody else and 
serve the people into 
the future.”

Evans seeks to be a 
county judge to make 
a difference in Wakulla 
using his past expe-
rience. “I want to be 
county judge because I 
think it is a position to 
be able to better serve 
the people in this com-
munity and it would 
also help me use the 
experience that I have 
gained over the years 
in order to do that. 
The life experience is 
something you can’t get 
except by living and do-
ing and that I think is a 
big portion in where a 
county judge can make 
a big difference, and 
where I would like to 

make a big difference.”
What is your judi-

cial philosophy?
“The easy answer is 

that you have to follow 
the law,” Miller says. 
“We can’t say how we 
will rule on a particular 
one so we cant tell you 
what we will do. What 
we will do is follow the 
law as it was written. I 
believe the law means 
what it says so I don’t 
get into varying degrees 
of what the means or 
anything else.”

Evans agreed that 
the law means what it 
says. “What I can say 
about judicial philos-
ophy is that when it 
boils down to it may 
sound a little tripe but 
it’s one of the things I 
think it was actually 
March Hare said in 
Alice In Wonderland 
‘Say what you mean 
and mean what you 
say that’s what you do 
when you’re interpret-
ing the law. You have 
to look and see what it 
says, in the context of 
what it says. The best 
way is if you read what 
the legislature wrote in 
the law and that’s what 
it means don’t try to 
add more to it or take 
away.” 

Why did you decide 
to go to law school?

“It almost feels like 
it was a calling,” Evans 
answered. “I enjoyed 
what the law was and I 
enjoy arguing, as most 

lawyers do, but it’s the 
analyzing of what the 
law means, and it’s a 
way to serve the com-
munity.”

“I wanted a different 
path I did not go to 
law school right after 
I graduated,” Miller 
said. “I actually have 
a degree in managing 
permission systems. 
So I wrote software for 
the state and federal 
government for four 
years before I realized 
that I’m not meant to 
sit at my computer all 
day long, I like to be 
out talking to people.” 
Miller said.

Judge Jill Walker 
was county judge for 
30 years. There is 
only one county judge 
in Wakulla. Is it good 
or bad for the commu-
nity to have a single 
judge hold the seat for 
so long? 

“Every six years peo-
ple have had the chance 
to run against her and 
no attorney did,” Miller 
said. “In the past 32 
years, the people of 
Wakulla County have 
trusted judge Walker to 
do her job as a judge.” 

Evans agreed with 
Miller that Judge Walk-
er holding the position 
for so long meant that 
she was doing a good 
job. “Someone staying 
there is a good thing 
if they’re doing a good 
job, it can be a horrible 
thing if they’re doing 

a very poor job but in 
Florida when it comes 
to trial bench the voters 
have a vote for it and 
they get to make that 
decision in the long 
run.” 

What judge or law-
yer in history do you 
admire?

Evans responded to 
U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Sca-
lia.  “When I was in 
law school was about 
the time Justice Scalia 
came onto the supreme 
court bench. Some peo-
ple love him some peo-
ple hate him but he 
was a brilliant person. 
Everyone understood 
what he said and why 
he said it.”

Miller agreed with 
the choice of Justice 
Scalia and added Su-
preme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas, say-
ing the two were both 
“true textualists.” 

“Just ice  Antonin 
Scalia and also Justice 
Clarence Thomas. I also 
admire the relation-
ship between Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg 
and Justice Scalia even 
though those two jus-
tices were diametrically 
opposed in almost all 
things, no two people 
were as close as they 
were as friends and 
that’s another thing 
that means a lot that 
even though they dis-
agree with each other 
they can still unite to-

gether as friends.” 

What  h istor ica l 
court decision do you 
believe has had the 
greatest impact on 
our society?

Miller responded it’s 
difficult to point to just 
one out of the 1,000 
cases that have come 
out. “I don’t know be-
cause look at the ones 
that overturned seg-
regation, educational 
rights, right to have 
a firearm, there’s not 
one case more import-
ant than to the people 
involved in that case. 
So it’s not so much as 
what case is important 
to me it’s the people 
that are going to go 
before me and having 
their case because to 
them their case is the 
most important one.”

Evans agreed with 
Miller that there has 
been a multitude of 
cases that were im-
pactful. “The most im-
portant case will be 
the one deciding before 
them at the time but 
historically if you’re 
looking at it, the one 
that I would say is most 
impactful is Marbury v. 
Madison, it is the case 
that made us look at 
the U.S Supreme court 
and all courts in mak-
ing big decisions that 
were all going to follow 
the law whether we like 
it or not.”

The Sopchoppy Opry will celebrate its  22nd an-
niversary Saturday, July 30 at 7 pm in historic 
Sopchoppy School Auditorium! Special musical 
guest will be Bobby Kennedy and Michelle Mil-
ligan, aka Baby Gray. South Bound, the Opry 
house band will be there too with a new show. 
Tickets are $15. Call 850-962-3711 to reserve 
seats. Tickets also available at the door.

3922 Crawfordville Rd. Tallahassee, FL 32305 
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prison, and I run the health services department at 
Wakulla CI up near Woodville and manage about 
160 employees.”

Gwendolyn Manning-Staten, a lifelong resident 
of Wakulla County who graduated from Wakulla 
High School in 1975. “I attended Florida State 
University, eventually transferred to Florida A&M 
where I’m a proud Rattler two times. But I love 
education and I think it is vital.”

Dod Walker is also a lifelong resident, graduated 
in 1980 from Wakulla high school. “My career as 
an educator has been primarily in Wakulla County 
for 30 years and I was a School Principal, School 
Assistant Principal, and the Guidance Counselor 
before becoming Assistant Principal. Also been 
the head of Adult Education in Wakulla County... 
I’m a Realtor in Wakulla now, so I know how we’re 
growing.”

JoAnn Daniels has spent her entire educational 
career here in the county. She attended Florida 
State University. Her children went to school here 
and she has two grandkids in the school system 
now. She was a teacher, assistant principal and 
principal in Wakulla schools. “I love working with 
our kids,” she said. “We have the best kids in 
Wakulla and I can tell you I worked with a lot of 
kids in Leon before I got a fulltime job here and 
there was no comparison. The kids down here are 
just so much sweeter.”

Laura Lawhon is a resident of Sopchoppy and 
is entering her 17th year teaching and has taken 
on many roles in the educational field. “Talking 
with parents, seeing how education has changed 
over the last 16 years, it’s changed a lot,” she said. 
“We have a lot more changes coming. Jobs are 
coming out now that haven’t even been thought 
of that our kids are not prepared for, and we need 
to kind of move in that direction.”

Are there specific goals you are looking to 
put in place if elected?

Staten expressed a need for better communi-
cation between the school board and the parents 
of Wakulla. “The immediate goal that I would like 
to implement is a better communication system 
between the school board and the schools with the 
parents of Wakulla County. Based on conversa-
tions that I’ve had and my research of the county 
system, our school has the systems in place, but 
there’s a lack of effective communication with 
different pockets of the community that is not 
being shared.” 

Walker’s primary goal is to see a push toward 
vocational education, adding that the district’s  
relationship with Lively Technical College has 
“really blossomed in the last few years.” 

Daniels agreed, saying: “By continuing to offer 
some of the unique programs that we are now 
experiencing at the high school level with our new 
War Eagle Career & Technical Academy is going 
to make a tremendous difference for our kids.” 
In addition to working on improving teachers’ 
salaries. “As some of you may know that we’ve 
had more money given and the Governor wants 
it set up for beginning teachers and that’s great, 
but we can’t afford to forget about the teachers 
that have been working there for us for a while.” 
Daniels also mentioned that school safety is one 
of her priorities. “There is so much going on we 
can’t afford to put it aside.”

Lawhon agreed with the issue of teachers’ sal-
aries and school safety. “My biggest push will be 
teacher retention,” she said, adding that Wakulla 
is having a hard time keeping teachers who are 
leaving for higher pay at neighboring districts. 
“It’s really hard to keep a teacher who has 15 or 
20 years experience that’s making the same pay 
as someone who’s coming in, especially if they’re 
able at the secondary level to pick up a coaching 
position or a supplemental position and your el-
ementary school teachers are not afforded those 
same options.” Another concern of Lawhon’s was 
how far behind students are due to Covid. “The 
other thing for me is closing achievement gaps due 
to Covid and a lot of online learning. I’m a teacher 
and I can tell you most students are one to a year 
and a half behind where they need to be.”

Hand recognized “School safety is number one.” 
Agreeing along that retaining teachers is another 
big issue. “Talking to teachers, some of the biggest 
concerns they have is that they don’t think their 

voice is heard. I want to make sure their voice is 
heard... I don’t have an education background, but 
that’s not a bad thing because I believe that not 
having an education background can give me the 
tools I need to have the teachers’ voices be heard. 
After all, they’re going to educate me.”

Half-cent sales tax is set on the November 
ballot. The money is to go towards capital 
outlay to replace aging HVAC systems in older 
schools; enhance the hardening of schools for 
active shooters, add more school guardians 
and surveillance; and replace older laptops 
for students. Do you support the referendum?

“I absolutely support the  half-cent sales tax,” 
Walker said. “Our schools were not designed to 
be one door in, one door out.... The recent safety 
issues have definitely caused us to rethink a lot 
of things about how we spend our money.” 

“The half-cent sales tax is going to enable us to 
help our schools a lot,” Daniels said. She noted at 
one point that “Some of our schools are a whole 
lot older and their air conditioning and heating 
systems are failing.” 

Lawhon said she opposed it, and questioned 
other spending by the school board – noting the 
district received $6 million in Covid relief to the 
district had $3 million taken off the top for HVAC 
repair. She also questioned the expenditure for 
the artificial turf football field, saying the money 
could have been spent for other costs.

Hand also supported the sales tax but said 
he “didn’t agree how the allocations were set up. 
But if it’s already on the ballot in November and 
already being advertised as what it’s for, then, in 
that case, I would say I do not support the sales 
tax.”

Staten said she opposed it, that the economy 
is not good right now. “We’re in a recession, gas 
is almost $6 a gallon... I know the things that 
have been listed would be very nice, and they’re 
probably very necessary to have, but I think we 
can find avenues of other revenue to bring in – i.e, 
more grant writing and other types of money that 
could be allocated. But I don’t think this is the 
right time for that half-cent sales tax.”

Do you support elected or appointed super-
intendent?

All candidates agreed that they support an 
elected superintendent.

There has been much controversy related 
to school boards recently such as transgender 
issues, mask-wearing, and critical race theory. 
What do you see as the school board’s role in 
navigating controversial issues?

“I believe that forums and opportunities like 
this, where you get to know your elected officials, 
are really important,” Lawhon said. “Standing 
strong in your beliefs and what you feel is best, 
but still being true to who you are and what you 
believe, remembering you’re a board of one out of 
five people, you’re not going to make all the deci-
sions, but you need to continue to make decisions 
that you feel are morally right for you.”  

“There are a lot of things coming out in the rest 
of the world that really won’t fly here in Wakulla,” 
Daniels said. “We have a much more conservative 
group of people here in Wakulla, and I think that 
as a board member, it’s my duty to be the person 
that represents our county and our way of life and 
the things that we believe in and what’s best for 
our children.”

Walker felt strongly about the subject, saying 
“One of the main reasons I want to be on the school 
board is to prevent some of the foolishness that 
has gone on in the rest of this world, and the rest 
of this country. Some of these school boards have 
gotten off the rails in many instances... I never 
want to offend other people or their feelings – 
however, men can’t have babies. I feel like an idiot 
just even having to say that. But today you have 
to say it and I hope that doesn’t offend anybody. 
But that’s just a biological fact.”

Staten voiced how important finding common 
ground is, in sharing Wakulla with all kinds of 
people. “There has to be diversity because there 
are all types of people. And if we’re such a great 
county, we should not be afraid to allow others to 
be a part of this county. So how we handle mask 
issues, gender issues, we have to come from the 
heart. I think a lot of time we think too political 

about these issues... We can’t all be conservative 
and we can’t all be liberals. But there’s somewhere 
in the middle that we all should be able to meet.”

Hand conveyed how his faith in God is how 
he faces everyday issues. “I go by the Bible. And 
if the Bible does not support what’s going on in 
this country, then the country is on the wrong 
path. So we have to go back to number one and 
the Bible is where we should start and we have 
to have faith that it’s going to work. It all starts 
with prayer too.”

A citizen expressed concern about the lack 
of interaction during the ‘citizens to be heard’ 
portion of school board meetings. What is your 
position on this?

Hand attended a school board meeting as a cit-
izen to be heard about not being allowed to walk 
his children to class on their first day because of 
Covid restrictions. “I found that the school board 
and especially the superintendent was very cold 
and I was very quickly shut down on the issue 
that I was bringing forth.” Hand felt that’s not the 
way a school board meeting should be and that 
citizens have a right to be heard.

Staten agreed with Hand’s statement that the 
people need more of a voice at the school board 
meetings and said, “I don’t know if there’s a way 
that we can revise that to have a more moderated 
meeting before the meeting or sometime afterward 
as a follow-up. But I think it would be good public 
relations if we try to be more open to the public.”

Walker expressed that a school board meeting 
is not the time to argue the point, that citizens 
to be heard is a time for citizens to make their 
grievances known and the school board members 
to take them into account going forward. “The 
school members all have emails that they can be 
contacted at. They all have telephones, there are 
offices and office hours. There are all the times to 
argue the point, but in that school board meeting, 
it just is not that time.”

Daniels said there is a misunderstanding about 
how citizens to be heard is handled. “The school 
board has 10 days prior to prepare for the meeting 
–  to investigate, to look up and get the facts. The 
citizens to be heard is a three-minute time period 
for people to come in and give their opinion about 
something. If you want to come in and talk about 
an issue and get a response from us, by law we’re 
allowed 10 days.” 

Lawhon said there is  lack of communication 
from the school board. She noted it’s a very in-
timidating situation to go to a lectern and address 
a panel. She noted it does often seem cold, and 
said she was at the meeting where Hand spoke 
and the response almost made her decide not to 
run for office.

Who was your favorite teacher and why?
Staten’s favorite teacher was Ruth Williains. 

“she taught me from first grade to third grade....  
She was just so nurturing...  I’ve had other good 
teachers, but she always stands out as the person 
who helped propel me into wanting to learn more.”

Walker’s favorite teacher was Bob Myhre. “He 
was my teacher, my football coach, my friend, my 
golf partner, and that was all before he hired me. 
That was right out of high school.”

Daniels’s favorite teacher was Dorothy Hoffman. 
“She was one of my Spanish teachers in college, 
and she was a little old lady. She had a smile from 
ear to ear, and she was so sweet. Even if you said 
something wrong, she would just sort of laugh and 
correct you. But you never felt bad about it. You 
always felt inspired to try harder.”

Lawhon’s favorite teacher was David Carraway, 
“He’s the reason that I became an educator and 
my all-time favorite teacher. I actually wanted 
him to marry my husband and me, but we had 
our pastor do it.”

Hand’s favorite teacher was Faye Parker. “She 
was my world history teacher in high school... 
One day in world history class she started skip-
ping around the classroom and she’d say, you’ll 
remember me skipping around the classroom, 
and what will that will remind you of? Of Russia 
and the warm water port. I don’t know what it has 
to do with each other, but I remember her doing 
that, and I still bring that up every time I see her.”

From Front Page

community. A retired 
Wakulla High School 
teacher comments, “Sam 
is running?” before grin-
ning and replying, “Good.”

In addition to tradition-
al campaigning, McGrew 
also rides throughout 
Wakulla County seeking 
input about its needs. He 
may be reached at (850) 
280-6706 in the evenings 
after work. He can also be 
found on Facebook where 
there is an online dona-
tion portal.

When asked if he had 
anything else to add, Mc-
Grew simply said, “Let’s 
defend Wakulla.”  

Khadejah Scott joins Wakulla Extension
Special to The Sun

 
The UF/IFAS Wakulla Coun-

ty Extension Office team are all 
excited to announce the arrival 
of our new Extension Agri-
culture, Horticulture Agent 
Khadejah Scott, who joined us 
on July 1.

Khadejah Scott is a crop 
scientist native to Memphis, 
Tennessee. Being raised in 
an urban area, she focuses 
on horticulture, agriculture, 
and environmental education 
for small and disadvantaged 
communities. 

Khadejah’s passion for com-
munity service prompted her to 
address food system issues in 
urban areas, improving com-

munity health and access to 
fresh foods. She has supported 
numerous neighborhood gar-
dens through her volunteer-
ism and active efforts to gain 
collective action within the 
agriculture community. 

Khadejah believes sustain-
able agriculture is an invest-
ment in tomorrow and a pow-
erful deterrent to poverty and 
food-related insecurity. She 
has experience in residential 
horticulture, crop produc-
tion, urban agriculture, and 
community engagement. Her 
professional endeavors include 
non-profit management, ed-
ucational programming, and 
project management.

Khadejah holds a Bachelor 

of Science in Agriculture from 
Austin Peay State University 
and a Master of Science in 
Plant and Soil Science from 
Alabama A&M University. 

She is equipped with the 
valuable skills needed to serve 
Wakulla and Franklin county 
programs. 

Wakulla and Franklin Coun-
ty Master Gardener Volunteers 
are excited with anticipation 
for Khadejah to teach them a 
whole new and wide range of 
education that will offer our 
counties positive, impactful 
enlightenment.  

When Khadejah is not work-
ing, she enjoys camping, swim-
ming, painting, and spending 
time with her dog.

McGrew

Khadejah Scott

School board candidates speak at Wakulla Sun forum
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“It’s A New Day!”

Forum went over well

Something on your mind? 
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com 

or drop it by the o�  ce at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

LETTERS FROM READERS

Fults lawsuit is county’s comeuppanceFranklin commissioner responds about 
Alligator Point issues

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you.  

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT DONATING

How does my donation get to my 
local newspaper?

Donations are processed through 
the Florida Community News Fund and 
then sent to the newspaper you select.

Are donations tax deductible?
Yes, donations are tax deductible to 

the full extent of the law.

The Florida Community News Fund 
is a program administered by the 
Florida Press Foundation, tax ID #59-
2449377, a 501(c)3 organization.

The Florida Press Foundation is a 
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Flor-
ida. The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

A copy of the official registration 
(ch63336) and financial information 
may be obtained from the Division 
Of Consumer Services by calling 
1-800-HELP-FLA (1-800-435-7352) 
toll-free within the state or by visiting 
https://www.Fdacs.Gov/consum-
er-resources/charities and selecting 
the check-a-charity search feature. 
Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation 
by the state.

What payment types do you ac-
cept?

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and designate you want the donation 
to go to The Wakulla Sun.

HELP SUPPORT 
COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Our candidate fo-
rum on Thursday 
evening seemed to 
go well.

Hosted by The 
Wakulla Sun, it was 
held at the public li-
brary and we heard 
from the five candi-
dates in contested 
races for the school 
board, and two of 
the three candidates 
for county judge.

I want to thank 

the candidates who 
attended – I think 
their answers to 
the questions gave 
them the opportuni-
ty to let voters know 
where they stand.

I also appreciate 
the larger-than-ex-
pected crowd that 
turned out. We kept 
dragging out chairs 
as more and more 
people arrived – next 
thing you know, it 
was a full room.

If this is an indica-
tion of the interest, 
when we organize 
the forum for county 
commission candi-
dates, we’re going to 
need a bigger room.

I also want to say 
thanks to Rachel Pi-
enta, who served as 
timekeeper at the 
forum, but did a 

lot more behind the 
scenes.

In fact, I saw Ra-
chel at the chamber 
event in Carrabelle 
and told her: “I’ve 
held forums for the 
past 10 or 15 years, 
but I don’t think I 
ever held one with-
out you.” 

Rachel laughed 
and agreed to help 
out with this one.

We met and dis-
cussed forum format 
and questions, and 
readers sent in more 
questions.

Thanks to every-
body who came out.

I hope you learned 
something about the 
candidates. 

William Snowden 
is editor of The 
Wakulla Sun.

Editor, The Sun:

County’s comeuppance; maybe!
Like Henry Kissinger said about 

the Iran/Iraq war; “It’s a war you 
wish both sides could lose.”

Regarding the article in the 
Wakulla Sun of Thursday, July 
14: in bold, front-page letters were 
“Steve Fults sues county.”  Through 
thick and thin our county officials 
have stood by their beloved volun-
teer airport manager, supporting 
him in every regard. This, even af-
ter strangling a good friend of mine 
nearly to death on private proper-
ty where he had no authority. Now 
that’s what I call loyalty. He’s driven 
the airport into ruin. It is and has 
for several years been defunct due 
to their golden boy’s lack of deco-
rum. In short, Fults ran everybody 
off. Prior to that he headed up a very 
dubious Airport Authority which fell 
on its face at the big house on the 
hill. Over 5,000 takeoffs and land-
ings projected for one year by Kim-
berly Horn. Ridiculous doesn’t quite 
cut it. 

Our brain trust, having no prob-
lem with an act that restricts proper 

breathing, now accuses him of im-
propriety for his purchase of land 
adjacent to the runway? Believe it or 
not, I have to side with Fults on this 
one. Jerry bagged 900 big ones at 
Rocky’s intersection, why not Steve? 
Kind of like what Hillary said, “At 
this point, what difference does it 
make?”

With the county’s former airport 
in ruins and a lawsuit ahead of 
them, I do wonder if their man-of-
steel will be anointed to head up our 
new county golf course. Don’t laugh, 
our county officials love for Fults 
knows no bounds, lawsuit or no. 
With a not-so-sterling record behind 
them, why do they feel a need to get 
into another item they know nothing 
about and drag us along with them? 
The ridiculousness will continue; at 
our expense I might add. 

People, please get out and vote! 
Some seats on the board need to be 
vacated and filled by good, honest, 
trustworthy citizens. It is very, very 
important.

Bill Catalina
Crawfordville

Editor, The Sun:

My response to a letter written 
by Steve Fling, published in the 
Opinion Section, July 14, 2022 
edition:

Relative to Mr. Fling’s comment 
about my property at Alligator 
Point: I have owned property on 
Gulf Shore Boulevard since 1983. 
I’m acutely aware of the effects of 
erosion. As a consequence of beach 
erosion, I pay less than $50 per 
year in property taxes for an erod-
ed, non-surveyable, non-build-
able parcel formally at 1025 Gulf-
shore Blvd., approximately THREE 
MILES EAST of the rebuilt road 
project mentioned below. I’ve com-
menced the process of turning 
over ownership of this property to 
Franklin County to avoid any per-
ception of conflict of interest.

The oyster hatchery re-zoning 
at Alligator Point, mentioned in 
Fling’s letter to the editor, was a 
non-issue because the petitioner 
withdrew the application before 
any county commission delibera-
tions took place. In retrospect, this 
was a good ending for this conten-
tious issue.

Addressing Fling’s concerns re-
garding Alligator Drive restoration, 
including the proposed re-nour-
ishment project: Although there 
is no federal or state requirement, 
Franklin County has initiated – 
and is committed to – protecting 
the shoreline of the newly rebuilt, 
fully federally funded project for 
Alligator Drive at Alligator Point. 
The repair project is 1,252 feet in 
length.  This roadway is the only 
east/west thoroughfare for traffic 
on the Point. It’s the single access 
for critical fire protection and oth-
er emergency responses. And it is 
the primary link for the water main 
serving the east and west part of 
the peninsula.

 Here is how the county did not 
spend your county tax dollars: The 
FEDERAL dollars that has fully 
paid 5.2 million for the restoration 
of this road, mandates that it be 
reconstructed at its original loca-
tion. Yes, unfortunately right on 
the beach! Mr. Fling stated that 
former Commissioner Sanders “got 
the road relocated.” I have no re-
cord of this. However, it would be 
a great idea if we could move this 
road. I consulted with federal and 
state officials about this, but they 
rejected the idea.

Here is another way the county 
did not spend your county tax dol-
lars: The design phase of the beach 
re-nourishment project to protect 
the road is fully STATE-funded. 
An indigenous (same) beach sand 

application will extend east and 
west one mile from the center of 
the restored road in order to buf-
fer wave action. The entire pen-
insula of Alligator Point will NOT 
be re-nourished. Just this rebuilt 
road area.

A by-product of this re-nourish-
ment application will be a beach 
produced in front of the 7 acres 
of land at the former KOA, owned 
by the county. This property is ad-
jacent to and west of the rebuilt 
road section. The state has shown 
a willingness to fund this project, 
(so we don’t spend your county tax 
dollars) but the state has made the 
stipulation that its creation of a 
public beach must be available for 
visitors coming to use that beach. 
This is the state’s commitment to 
tourism.  County planning staff is 
discussing building a 100-car me-
tered parking lot (with bathroom 
facilities) to help with traffic and 
public parking. Going forward, 
this project must be maintained.

As your commissioner, I’m 
working with residents of Alliga-
tor Point and my county staff, to 
consider creative, fair and bal-
anced funding sources to maintain 
this road protection and its pub-
lic beach benefit. To date, we have 
identified four tax funding options 
– and there may be others. I will 
sponsor a funding proposal from 
the Alligator Point residents to the 
County Board of Commissioners. 
Be assured, I will always work dil-
igently to keep any resulting taxes 
to a minimum.

When I was elected as your 
county commissioner in November 
2018, I resolved to make a differ-
ence in effecting positive change 
for our county. Since then, my re-
solve has only gotten stronger.

I work hard to be present, ac-
tively engaged and accessible for 
my District 2 constituents. I reg-
ularly attend meetings of The Alli-
gator Point St. Teresa Association, 
The Lanark Village Association and 
both volunteer fire departments, 
where I report the latest business 
of the county commission. The on-
going needs of District 2 folks are 
further enabled to the excellent 
working relationships I have devel-
oped with our county administra-
tive staff. 

I’m continuing my public service 
to District 2 and Franklin County, 
by running for a second term.

I am asking for your vote.

Bert. B. Boldt, II
Franklin County Commissioner, 

District 2
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ MICHAEL MUSACHIO
FIELD APPRAISER

“I go for the 
cheapest. I have 

two gas  cards 
I don’t use as 
much lately.”

HALEY BRIGHAM
STAY-AT-HOME MOM

“Yes I look at 
price, I have a 
huge truck.” 

Polled at Crawfordville Quick Stop:

DOUG STATES
PRO ROOFING

“I drive to 
Madison to work 
everyday so I try 
to fi nd the lowest 

price.”

“I go to 
Walmart!”

LELIA JOHNSON
NURSING

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

KARA FISHER
CENTENNIAL BANK

“I look for the 
lowest price and 
the lowest price 
is where I go.”

Do you go for the cheapest gas price or frequent your favorite gas station?

Wakulla Station News Buckhorn News

Library News – July 21-28

By VERNA BROCK

The Wakulla United Methodist Church is hosting a 
Back-To-School Blast on Saturday, Aug. 6th, starting 
at noon and going until 4 p.m.

There will be a water slide and inflatable obstacle 
course, sno-cones and cotton candy, as well as other 
activities. 

For the first 200 elementary-aged kids there will be 
a free backpack and school supplies for each. 

We are inviting folks in the community to join us 
for an afternoon of family fun, and hope everyone 
comes on out.

Believe it or not, this is barely three weeks away, 
so save the date!

We are also in the process of planning our next 
Church Homecoming, which will be the first Sunday 
in October. 

This will be the 25th Anniversary of our log-cab-
in sanctuary opening, and we hope the many people 
who contributed to its construction will set the date 
aside, and join us for the celebration.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

What have you left behind to follow Jesus? 
While we may not be called to leave our family, progession and property to physically fol-

low Jesus, his demands of us are no less.
He requires his disciples to relinquish all old ties to their lives in order to fully follow him.
Disciples must grow in their love for Christ and his people to live freely with the things of 

this world in order to follow him wholeheartedly. 
Jesus called on his first disciples to leave everything they knew and follow him. When we 

think about it, how do disciples of Jesus follow him today? What is required of them?
What is Jesus asking us to leave today to be a true follower of him. 
Jesus calls sinners to repent. He called Matthew sitting at the tax collector booth (Mat-

thew 9:9) 
Today Jesus is still calling. What has he called you to do? 
Think about it.

The Church of Christ Written in Heaven’s fifth Sunday Union meeting will be in Blount-
stown July 29-31 at True Holiness Church. Host Pastor is Dr. Edward L. Brigham. Union 
Director Elder Andrew Morris is from Buckhorn. 

Our prayers and concern goes out to all the sick and shut-in, those in the hospitals, nurs-
ing homes and prisons, and all who are in need of prayer everywhere.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Providing Insurance & 
Financial Services

Agent Bus: 850 745 2148 
23 Azalea Drive Unit A, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Kiersten Smith 

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Thursday, July 21
Veteran’s Meetup 11am
The Parks HOA Covenant Review 

Committee 6pm
Wakulla Amateur Radio Club 7pm
Summer Reading Performer Ani-

mal Tales @ the Community Center 
7pm

Friday, July 22
Garden with the Director 8am
Quilting Guild 9:30am
FSU Marine Lab Community Out-

reach Event 4pm
Instrumental Melodies 5pm
Saturday, July 23
No Programs Today
Monday, July 25
No Programs Today
Tuesday, July 26
The Parks HOA Covenant Review 

Committee 6pm
Wednesday, July 27
Big Bend Hospice Craft and Learn 

10am
Thursday, July 28
Friends of the Library General 

Meeting 6pm
Wakulla Democratic Executive 

Committee 6pm
Friday, July 29
An Evening at Hogwarts 6pm

SUMMER READING 2022: READ 
BEYOND THE BEATEN PATH

Thank you to everyone who took 
part in our 2022 Summer Reading 
Program! We hope that you had as 
much fun as we did. Please don’t for-
get that we have fun and interactive 
programs all year long! Look for the 

schedules here in the paper, on our 
Facebook page, and on our website!

FSU MARINE LAB COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH EVENT

Come and learn about current 
research on the Fenholloway River. 
Join the FSU Coastal and Marine 
Laboratory to gain information about 
the health of the Fenholloway Riv-
er, to learn about new research be-
ing done in the microscopic world of 
meiofauna and microplastics, and 
to express your opinion on research 
by answering surveys. For more in-
formation, email Katherine Henning 
at keh20c@fsu.edu. Sandwiches and 
refreshments will be provided for 
those who RSVP. RSVP at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/Wakul-
laPerry. 

AN EVENING AT HOGWARTS
Our annual celebration of all things 

Harry Potter is quickly approaching! 
Join us for An Evening at Hogwarts 
July 29th at 6pm as the entire library 
gets transformed into the School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry! Costumes 
strongly encouraged. Games, puz-
zles, characters and magical experi-
ences await! Please, please keep in 
mind that this is a walkthrough ex-
perience. Everyone doesn’t need to 
arrive at 6pm and you won’t miss out 
if you come later in the evening. We 
will be letting our last Hogwarts stu-
dents in at 8:45 pm. Our activities 
during this program are best enjoyed 
in small, family groups. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Calendar of upcoming events for the week of July 21
On the Horizon

Friday, July 22

• FSU Marine Lab will have a pre-
sentation on research on the health 
of the Fenholloway River at the 
Wakulla County Public Library at 4 
p.m.
• Th e Wakulla County Senior Citi-
zens Center Christmas Aft er Dark 
cocktail party fundraiser will be held 
at the Wakulla senior center from 6 
to 9 p.m.

Saturday, July 23
 
• Snakes alive program at 11 a.m. at 
the Wakulla Environmental Institute 
at 170 Preservation Way. All ages 
and families are welcome! Several 
live native snakes will be on exhib-
it at this special event. Tickets are 
available through EventBrite or just 
show up at the door.
 • Drive-thru backback giveaway at 
the Panaceaa Plaza from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m.

Monday, July 25

• Th e Wakulla Respite program will 
be available for anyone with mem-

ory impairment at no cost from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist 
church.
 • A local mitigation strategy-work-
ing group will be held at the Wakulla 
county Community Center at 9 a.m.
• Th e Recreational Advisory Com-
mittee meeting will be held at the 
Wakulla County Community Center 
at 4 p.m.

Wednesday, July 27

• An intermediate Line dance class 
will be held at 1 p.m. at the senior 
center.
• Th e Wakulla County Public Li-
brary will be hosting a Craft  and 
Learn event with Big Bend Hospice 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

� ursday, July 28

• Palaver Tree Th eater will hold a 
candidate forum starting at 6:30 
p.m.
• Wakulla County GOP will host a 
candidate meet-and-greet at Ange-
lo’s in Ochlockonee Bay at 6:30 p.m.

Event: Broadband Internet Workshop: 
Education, Dialogue and Possibilities 

for Improving Internet in Wakulla County
Organizer: Barnebey Planning & Development Lab 

at Florida State University 
Location: Riverside Cafe, 

69 Riverside Dr, St Marks, FL 32355
Date & Time: Saturday July 23, 2022, from 11am-1pm 
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By AL HARTMAN

Shortly before mid-
night on July 11, Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission 
(FWC) Officer Matthew 
Rubenstein was on pa-
trol in Big Cypress Na-
tional Preserve. That 
evening, he encountered 
a South Florida Water 
Management District 
python removal contrac-
tor, Alex McDuffie. Little 
did Officer Rubenstein 
know he would assist 
McDuffie with the re-

moval of a large number 
of invasive Burmese 
pythons from this sensi-
tive habitat later in the 
evening. 

McDuffie was in the 
process of catching and 
bagging a Burmese py-
thon hatchling from the 
area. The python ap-
peared to be freshly 
hatched, so they began 
searching the immediate 
area for more hatch-
lings. They found a fe-
male Burmese python 
on a nest containing 
23 unhatched eggs and 

18 additional python 
hatchlings. Nearby, they 
found a separate nest 
site but no snakes were 
present. All the snakes 
and unhatched eggs will 
be turned over to Big Cy-
press National Preserve.   

McDuffie reported to 
Officer Rubenstein that 
upon returning to the 
same site the following 
evening, he removed a 
second breeding female, 
which measured 17 feet, 
6 inches long. 

Under the leadership 
of Gov. Ron DeSantis, 

the FWC is partnering 
with the South Flori-
da Water Management 
District and the Fish & 
Wildlife Foundation of 
Florida for the 2022 Flor-
ida Python Challenge. 
On June 16, Governor 
DeSantis announced 
opening of registration 
for the 2022 Florida 
Python Challenge, an 
annual 10-day event will 
be held August 5-14. 

Visit FLPythonChal-
lenge.org to register for 
the competition, take the 
online training, register 

for optional in-person 
trainings, learn more 
about Burmese pythons 
and the unique Ever-
glades ecosystem, and 
find resources for plan-
ning your trip to south 
Florida to participate 
in the Florida Python 
Challenge.  

Participants in the 
2021 Florida Python 
Challenge® removed 
223 invasive Burmese 
pythons from the Ever-
glades, more than dou-
ble the number that 
were removed in 2020. 

Over 600 people from 
25 states registered to 
take part in the 10-day 
competition in 2021.  

In addition to python 
removal efforts on pub-
lic lands, pythons may 
be humanely killed on 
private lands at any time 
with landowner per-
mission — no permit or 
hunting license required 
— and the FWC encour-
ages people to remove 
and kill pythons from 
private lands whenever 
possible. 

2 Pythons, eggs, hatchlings removed from Big Cypress

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun

By MARJ LAW

Many of the people we 
see who visit the Wakul-
la County Sheriff’s Of-
fice range on Wednes-
days prefer handguns 
with low recoil.

 So, when Joe wants 
to compare four .40-cal-
iber handguns, I’m not 
too thrilled. I expect a 
.40-caliber to provide a 
really sturdy kick. Who 
wants of that?

I’d like to say: “I don’t 
wanna shoot .40s.” 
However, that would 
make me sound like 
a weenie, so instead I 
bargain: “How about 
we shoot three rounds 
each?” (That should 
appeal to his thrifty na-
ture as ammunition is 
expensive.)

“Two of the guns have 
hammers,” he says. 
“The other two are strik-
er-fired guns.”

To give you a little 
of our history, Joe has 
maintained that ham-
mer guns are the best. 
I prefer striker-fired 
guns because I think 
they shoot in a smooth-
er fashion. Joe knows 
that I’ve been wrong 
in my assumption. I 
was wrong until the day 
Santa brought him a Sig 
Sauer P320. The Sig is 
a striker-fired gun. It is 
modular and can turn 
from a 9mm, .357 Sig to 
a .40 S&W or a .45 ACP. 
It’s accurate, and shoots 
smoothly.

That’s why Joe isn’t 
so fiercely adamant 
against striker-fired 
guns anymore. But I 
know, in his heart, he 
still thinks hammer 
guns are better.

Now we are faced 
with two hammer guns: 
the Astra A-75 and the 
Springfield EMP. We 
also have the Heckler 
& Koch VP40 and the 
Smith & Wesson M&P 

Shield (not to be con-
fused with the S&W 
Shield EZ .380 or S&W 
Shield EZ 9mm, which 
are hammer fired hand-
guns).

Joe and I are shooting 
with Dollar. She’s up for 
most anything and is 
willing to shoot the .40s 
with us. We are rating 
the guns by how hard it 
is to pull the trigger and 
how long the trigger pull 
is. We are feeling the 
recoil and saying how 
well we like the grip. We 
also note how easy it is 
to rack the slide.

We are rating on a 1-5 
scale with 1 means it is 
easy and we like it and 
5 means it is difficult 
and we do not like it. 
Naturally, a 2 means we 
like it pretty well and a 4 
means we haven’t given 
it a 5, but we’re not fond 
of the gun.

We begin with the 
Astra A-75. I think Joe 
will give the Astra a high 
score because it was his 
own carry gun; a golden 
oldie he prefers over 
some of his new guns. 

He gives it a 2 for 
trigger pull difficulty 
and trigger pull length. 
Clearly, he likes the 
trigger.

Joe’s a pretty sturdy 
guy, yet he gives the 
Astra a 3 for the amount 
of recoil. He really likes 
the grip and gives that 
a 1. He finds his ability 
to rack the slide quite 
easy, and he gives that 
a 2

Bottom line, he likes 
the trigger, grip, and 
ease of racking the slide. 
He thinks the Astra has 
a firm kick. He turns 
the Astra over to me to 
shoot next.

I’m expecting this gun 
to be difficult to handle, 
but (oh no!) Joe’s right. 
About some things. The 
trigger is easy to pull 
and has a fairly short 
travel. Yes, the trigger 
is nice.

However, since I’m 
small-boned and not 
particularly strong, I’m 
thinking the recoil will 
be difficult. 

It is. I give it a 4 for a 
hard recoil. 

The grip is okay, even 
for a small hand. But 
the slide? Yikes. That 
slide is hard to rack!

The Astra is not for 
me. The slide is too tight 

and the kick is too hard.
Dollar isn’t fond of the 

Astra at all. She says the 
trigger pull is long and 
difficult. She doesn’t 
like either the recoil or 
the grip, thinking them 
hard to manage. She is 
able to handle the slide, 
but gives that a 3. 

Dollar and I don’t care 
for the Astra, but Joe 
does.

We move next to the 
Springfield EMP. This 
hammer gun has a nice 
trigger. All 3 of us give 
it a 2 for a soft trigger. 

Joe and I both give 
it a 3.5 for recoil. This 
guy has a very firm kick. 
Dollar agrees.

Joe and I also like 
its comfortable grip 
and give it a 1.5. Dollar 
doesn’t like the grip and 
gives it a 4.

As expected, Joe finds 
it easy to rack the slide, 
while Dollar and I do 
not. Joe has good grip 
control on the Spring-
field.

We a l l  agree  the 
Springfield’s trigger 
is nice and easy, but 
the kick is darn firm. I 
wouldn’t want to shoot 
this gun on a regular 
basis.

The next gun is strik-
er-fired: the H&K VP40. 
A while ago, Joe had a 
9mm H&K I appropriat-
ed for a while (ahem). It 
was a great shooter, so 
I expect to like the 40, 
even though it ought to 
have more recoil than 

the 9.
We all  expect the 

H&K’s easy trigger and 
are not disappointed.

Joe likes the recoil, 
and gives it a 2. He 
thinks it is fairly easy 
and I agree. Dollar finds 
the kick to be a bit more 
difficult. Joe and I like 
the grip, giving it a 1, 
while Dollar doesn’t like 
the grip at all and gives 
it a 4.

We vary on the ease 
of racking the slide. Joe 
gives it a 1.5 and Dol-
lar gives it a 3. Dollar 
doesn’t like the gun so 
well as Joe and I, but 
the 3 of us all note that 
the gun is smooth and 
accurate. Saying the 
gun is “accurate” means 
that we all get close to 
the bull’s-eye.

The last gun we try 
out is the Smith & Wes-
son M&P Shield. This is 
also a striker-fired gun.

I like the trigger and 
give both difficulty and 
travel to be a 2. Joe 
doesn’t care for either 
and gives the trigger a 3. 
Dollar really doesn’t like 
it and gives the trigger 
difficulty a 4 and the 
travel a 3. 

Joe and Dollar think 
this gun has a lot of re-
coil. They both give it a 
4 for a very firm kick. I 
think it’s a bit easier and 
give it a 3.

We all like the S&W’s 
grip. We give the grip 
a 2.

However…

Ease of racking the 
slide? Not much ease! 
Joe and I give it a 3 and 
Dollar gives it a 4. I had 
cleaned and greased the 
slide myself, but even 
with a good cleaning this 
slide is hard to manage.

Of the four hand-
guns, we all like the 
Heckler and Koch VP40 
the most. We like the 
smooth and shortish 
trigger pull and the least 
amount of recoil com-
pared to the other guns. 
We are all able to handle 
racking the slide, and 
we all hit the target close 
to the bull’s-eye.

If the gun fairy were 
to ask: “Okay, you lucky 
people. If I were to give 
you one of these four 
guns to carry as your 
own personal handgun, 
would you give up the 
one you currently have 
for one of these?”

“No,” says Dollar. “I 
love my .22!”

“I would,” says Joe. 
“I ’d carry the Astra 
again. Right now, I’m 
carrying the Sig P320 
just because it is small-
er and lighter. It has a 
polymer frame and holds 
15 rounds. The Astra, 
being metal, is heavier. 
It holds 7 rounds, but 
the fit to me is excellent 
and I shoot it well for 
concealed carry. But for 
target shooting, I like 
the H&K VP40.”

You can see that the 
three of us had var-
ied opinions of the four 

guns we shot that day. 
Liking a gun or its 

attributes is subjec-
tive and personal. Your 
views can depend on 
your physical size, age, 
or health. Your liking 
may depend on how it 
sits in your hand, how 
little recoil it has when 
you shoot, or how well 
you can see the white 
dot sights.

You might  pre fer 
hammer fired guns, like 
Joe does.

Of course, he could 
be wrong. 

As Jeremy S. says on 
The Truth About Guns: 
Striker Fired vs. Ham-
mer Fired Guns: What’s 
the Difference and is 
One Better? 

“At the end of the 
day, both hammer and 
striker serve the same 
function – to ignite a 
primer – and they can 
do it equally well. Rather 
than focusing on ham-
mer vs striker, most 
of us would be better 
served by focusing on 
how well we shoot a giv-
en [reliable] firearm and 
how good of a fit it is for 
our hands and our carry 
and use preferences.”

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County  Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

Testing four .40 caliber handguns
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Tim Ashley congratulated on 20 years service in 
the Auxiliary.

Bob Asztolas congratulated on 15 years service 
in the Auxiliary.

Auxiliarists gather at Riverside Cafe in St. 
Marks after working earlier to clean up the 

communications trailer at the refuge. 

This week, we had the 
opportunity to celebrate 
two members who have 
remained semper para-
tus in our flotilla. Thank 
you to Linda Olsen for the 
photos!

Flotilla commander 
Phil hill had the honor 
of presenting two special 
awards. Tim Ashley re-
ceived his 20-year service 
award and Bob Asztalos 
received his 15-year ser-
vice award!

Since joining the Auxil-
iary, both members have 
served in many capaci-
ties. Both have served in 
elected flotilla leadership, 
several flotilla staff officer 
positions, are qualified as 
crew and coxswain and 
served at the Division 
level. 

Throughout their time 
in the Auxiliary, they 
have exemplified the four 
cornerstone missions 

of public education, op-
erations, vessel exam-
ination, and fellowship. 
Bravo Zulu, Tim and Bob!

Following the flotilla 
meeting, several mem-
bers went to the St. 
Marks Wildlife Refuge to 
work on cleaning up the 
communications trailer. 
While there, a bald ea-
gle nest was spotted in 
a nearby tree – what a 
treat!

Following the work, 
members met up at Riv-
erside Café to enjoy good 
food and fellowship. 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 

Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com  

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.m 

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
First

Aug. 5
Full

Aug. 11
Last

Aug.19
New

July 28

12:43AM 6:53AM

1:15AM 7:38AM

1:49AM 8:25AM

2:29AM 9:13AM

3:12AM 10:03AM

4:00AM 10:53AM

4:53AM 11:19PM

2:11PM 7:16PM

July 28–31, August 1–11, 27–31
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5:55PM 10:28PM

6:46PM ----

7:32PM 11:44AM
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Moon rise/setSun rise/set

6:49AM
8:36PM

2:00AM
3:53PM

6:50AM
8:36PM

2:34AM
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4:45AM
7:31PM
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5:38AM
8:17PM

41%

32%

23%

15%

9%

5%

1% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Full face mask diving.

Hello Wakulla,
I ended last week’s article with the promise of 

telling you more about the full face mask diving 
equipment.

Scuba diving equipment has gone through many 
changes over the last 50-plus years. Most of it for 
the good and some not so good. 

As in all types of recreational sports and hob-
bies, scuba is no exception. 

I would like to focus on the two most important 
pieces of scuba diving equipment you will use, the 
mask and the regulator. I’m not going to list all of 
the different types of these pieces of equipment but 
I’m going to focus on the most modern styles that 
have really made an impact on the dive industry.

I would like to talk about the full face mask 
type of equipment that’s been available for the 
recreational side of scuba diving. We have seen 
the OTS style of face masks that were primarily 
used in search and recovery, light commercial, and 
some professional underwater film and video work. 

Well, as in all things diving, it started to move 
into the recreational side of diving. It started in 
the mid-90’s and now it is making resurgence in 
the 2000’s. 

Most of the facemasks where kind of ugly and 
have a weird looking second stage attached to 
the lower front of the mask. Then they decided to 
make the second stage look like a huge second 
stage placed just below the line of sight on the 
front of the mask.  

It’s the latter I would like to address in this 
article. An Italian company that has been around 
since the 1950’s and has been making full face 
mask since the late 90’s is called Ocean Reef. Now 
some of you might remember how you didn’t like 
the first masks when they came to market because 
they didn’t seem to look or perform the way they 
should have. 

Like any other scuba products, they too had to 
adapt to the ever changing demands of the divers. 
They came out with their Predator line that they 
thought would satisfy most divers but alas it still 
fell a little short of expectations. 

The beginning of 2021 they introduced a totally 
redesigned full face mask in Europe that took the 
full face mask industry by storm. They call it the 
Neptune 3, it’s been fully redesigned and looks 
nothing like a conventional full face mask. 

The bulky second stage has been built to where 
you don’t even realize it has one attached to it. It 
sets at the chin level giving you more space to see 
your field of view. 

It is very easy to use and it is a balanced and 
tuned second stage that breathing with the mask 
on your face is like you would normally breathe 
without it. 

 It truly is a work of art that functions better 
than I’ve seen in years. 

There are pluses and minuses to every piece 
of new equipment that you buy and use but this 
one has way more pluses. I will bring you a list of 
them in my next article.

– Russell Miller, NAUI instructor #59999
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Robert Roddenberry Jr. Gary Kent

Obituaries

Finding an enviable peace

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Despite your broken-
ness, wouldn’t you like 
to have peace that oth-
ers envy? Regardless 
of all the stuff going 
on in your marriage or 
your family, wouldn’t 
you like to experience 

peace that defies all 
understanding? 

Even with everything 
happening in our coun-
try and in the world, 
wouldn’t you love to 
have crazy-outrageous 
faith? 

Consider this ex-
ample: Think about 
the last high school 
or family reunion you 
attended. Wasn’t it fun 
to spend time with peo-
ple you hadn’t seen in 
years? Yet at the same 
time, perhaps you felt 
a little insecure – es-
pecially if you’ve been 
through some dark sea-
sons.

When we’re at an 
event l ike this, it ’s 

hard not to compare 
ourselves to others’ 
accomplishments and 
seemingly perfect lives. 
Or (especially for us 
ladies) to wonder how 
she managed to stay 
so skinny or look so 
young? 

But what if, during 
the years between our 
get-togethers, we al-
lowed God to transform 
our lives so our conver-
sation and perspective 
reflected so much joy 
and peace that others 
would want what we 
have? 

Think what kind of 
impression it would 
make, especially to 
those who were aware 

of the struggles we’ve 
experienced. Imagine 
those around us taking 
note of something more 
desirable than looks 
and success.

Phil ippians 4:6-7 
(ESV) says, “Do not 
be anxious about any-
thing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving 
let your requests be 
made known to God. 
And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all un-
derstanding, will guard 
your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.”

I’m not suggesting we 
show up at social events 
and begin preaching. 
I’m suggesting we live 

in such a way that our 
lives reflect our faith. 

When we practice 
going to our heavenly 
Father in every situa-
tion (with our hearts 
filled with gratitude for 
the generous love He 
has for us) something 
beautiful happens: Our 
countenance reflects 
the peace of God.

We aren’t pretending 
or giving the false im-
pression that our life 
is without pain, even 
sometimes devastating 
pain. On the contrary, 
we’re sharing truthfully 
from the perspective of 
someone who knows 
we’re not alone in our 
circumstances – be-

cause God loves us and 
is at work in our lives.

Perhaps, rather than 
worrying about being 
the most successful 
or the best looking, we 
can become the envy 
of all by developing a 
faith that brings with it 
a peace beyond under-
standing. 

A peace so great that 
others will want it too.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net. 
Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.

DEATH NOTICES
• Kathy J. Allen, 78, of Crawfordville, died 
July 16, 2022. Family Funeral Home at Har-
vey-Young Chapel 850-926-5919, www.familyf-
hc.com

• Beverly N. Howe, 78, of Carrabelle, died 
July 16, 2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey 
Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family� c.com

• Alma Christine Mixer, 82, of Crawfordville, 
died July 11, 2022. Family Funeral Home at 
Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family� c.
com

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday Mass 7:00 pm

1st Saturday: Confessions at 9:00 am
1st Saturday: Adoration Mass at 10:00 am
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Live Streaming - Sundays and Wednesdays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208Wakulladiving.com

CCCCylindersylindersylindersylindersylinders
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BC BC BC BC 

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

Activity reported for 
the week of July 8 to 14:

FRIDAY, JULY 8

• Deputy Colton Sher-
idan responded to 2170 
Crawfordville Hwy in 
reference to the report-
ed Assault. Upon arrival 
Deputy Sheridan spoke 
with the victim. She stat-
ed while driving on Craw-
fordville Highway a male 
in a green SUV pointed 
a gun at her. The victim 
was able to provide a de-
scription of the suspect 
as well as a possible lo-
cation for him. Contact 
was made with the sus-
pect who was identified 
as Robert Roddenberry 
Jr. at Crawfordville Auto 
and Tire. The suspect de-
clined to speak with dep-
uties, however during the 
investigation a firearm 
matching the description 
given by the victim was 
located by deputies in 
the suspects possession. 
Roddenberry Jr. was ar-
rested for Aggravated As-
sault and transported to 
the Wakulla County Jail.

• Deputy Kory Smith 
responded to an address 
on Coastal Highway in 
reference to a theft. Upon 
arrival the victim reported 
two kayaks had been tak-
en from under his house. 
The victim valued the 
two kayaks at $1,100.00. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation.

• Robert Screws report-
ed seeing a suspect bend 
the antenna on his truck. 
Screws stated when he 
checked his vehicle, his 
Yeti cooler was missing. 
Screws stated he did not 
see who took the cooler, 
but it was in truck when 
he arrived at the estab-
lishment. Screws valued 
the cooler at $500 and 
$20 for the antenna. A 
possible suspect has been 
identified in this case. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy Ed-
win Grove investigated.

SATURDAY, JULY 9

• Deputy Kory Smith 
responded to Rent-A-
Center on Crawfordville 
Highway in reference to 
a stolen tire. Upon arriv-
al Deputy Smith made 
contact with Lisa Blotsky. 
She advised sometime last 
night someone switched 
out the driver’s side rear 

tire or their delivery van 
with a flat tire. The tire 
and rims estimated val-
ue is $250. This case has 
been sent to detectives for 
further investigation.

• Deputies responded 
to Rocky’s reference a re-
tail theft. A clerk reported 
an unknown male entered 
the store and grabbed 
two 12-packs of Twisted 
Tea without paying. The 
subject was wearing blue 
swim trunks with yellow 
ducks on them with no 
shirt or shoes. Subject 
left northbound on Craw-
fordville Highway in an 
extended cab Chevy. A 
short time later a vehicle 
matching the description 
was observed on FR 365 
at Arran Road. The driver 
was wearing a blue bath-
ing suit with yellow ducks 
and was identified as Levi 
Barnes. He allegedly ad-
mitted to stealing the beer 
and was placed under 
arrest. The stolen items 
were returned to Rockies. 
Deputy Kendrick Gavin 
investigated.

MONDAY, JULY 11

• Deputy Michelle 
Stripling responded to 
Rochelsie Road in refer-
ence to a structure fire. 
The complainant advised 
he was asleep and woke 
up to the hallway filled 
with smoke. The resident  
attempted to put the fire 
out with a garden hose 
but failed. His phone died 
and he went next door 
to charge it. Once it was 
charged enough to call, 
he called 911. The fire 
was put out by Wakulla 
Fire & Rescue.

• Deputies respond-
ed to Centennial Bank 
reference a battery. The 
complainant stated a 
male had just struck one 
of the female employees. 
The suspect, Gary Kent, 
was refusing to leave the 
business. Kent eventually 
walked outside where he 
continued to argue with 
a male employee. Upon 

the arrival of deputies, 
contact was made with all 
parties involved. The vic-
tim stated Kent refused to 
leave her office, pushed 
the door back open on her 
and slapped her across 
the face. Video surveil-
lance was collected. Kent 
was placed into hand-
cuffs and transported to 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Deputy Scott Delbeato 
and Lt. Vicki Mitchell in-
vestigated.

• Deputy Dustin Mat-
thews conducted a traffic 
stop on a vehicle which 
resulted in finding ju-
veniles in possession of 
open alcoholic beverages 
and marijuana. The par-
ents of the juveniles were 
called and notified of this 
incident. The juveniles 
were released to their re-
spective parents upon 
their arrival. The vehi-
cle was towed because a 
licensed driver was not 
available to drive it from 
the scene.

TUESDAY, JULY 12

• Deputy Scott Delbea-
to responded to a home 
on Elizabeth Street in 
reference a theft. Contact 
was made with victim 
Keegan Mahoney, who 
stated an Amazon pack-
age addressed to him had 
not arrived at the address. 
Contact was made with 
U.S. Postal Service and 
were advised the package 
had been inadvertently 
delivered to another ad-
dress. Mahoney went to 
the reported mistaken 
address and located the 
open package in the trash 
can. Deputy Delbeato was 
unable to make contact 
with the suspect at the 
time of the report. This 
case has been sent to de-
tectives for further inves-
tigation.

Deputy William Ben-
nett responded to Rocky’s 
reference a theft. Contact 

was made with manager. 
The manager advised an 
employee had stolen ap-
proximately $250 from 
the store. The employee 
was not on scene at the 
time of the report but was 
identified to law enforce-
ment. This case has been 
sent to detectives for fur-
ther investigation. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13

•Deputy Colton Sher-
idan and Deputy Kory 
Smith responded to 1885 
Crawfordville Hwy in ref-
erence to a report of a 
theft of a tank and 90 
gallons of off-road diesel 
from a construction site. 
Upon further investiga-
tion deputies were able 
to track down the stolen 
property on Buck Miller 
Road. During their in-
teraction with the home-
owner, they were able to 
determine the two sus-
pects that were involved 
in the theft. Contact was 
made with Carl Waynick 
and Shane Duggar who 
were subsequently ar-
rested and transported to 
the Wakulla County Jail 
without incident. Wayn-
ick was also found to be 
in possession of metham-
phetamine.

THURSDAY, JULY 14

• Deputy Andrea Farm-
er responded to Allen 
Harvey Street in refer-
ence to a stolen vehicle 
complaint. Upon arriv-
al Deputy Farmer made 
contact with Jonathan 
Davis, who said sometime 
last night someone stole 
his work truck out of his 
driveway. Davis advised 
the vehicle was unlocked 
and the keys were left in 
the ignition. The same 
vehicle was later report-
ed fleeing from Capitol 
Police, as well. Deputies 
were later informed Talla-
hassee Police Department 
had recovered the vehicle 
on the northside of Talla-
hassee. A person of inter-
est has been identified in 
this case. This case has 
been sent to detectives for 
further investigation. 

Please remember to 
always report suspicious 
or illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

Candidates set in 
St. Marks races

Staff Report

Five candidates have qualifed to run for 
St. Marks City Commission.

For seat 1, incumbent Richard Chichetti 
was qualified and is being challenged by Dan 
Albers.

For seat 4, Paul Bell and Joe Crousore are 
running for the seat currently held by Ray 
Stokes, who is not running for re-election.

For seat 5, Ryder Rudd and Murray Stokes 
are running for the seat currently held by 
Gail Gilman, who is not seeking re-election.

The city is in the process of having its 
election calendar conform to the county’s – 
while qualifying for the city election was held 
throughout the month of July, the election is 
not until the General Election in November.

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints
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Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

CLUES ACROSS
1. Land a � sh
5. Clay
10. Dei� ed hero wor-
shiped as an avatar of 
Vishnu
14. Lake __, one of the 
Great
15. Monetary unit of 
Sierra Leone
16. Makes older
17. Liberal rights organi-
zation
18. Within (Pre� x)
19. San __, city in Cali-
fornia
20. Jacques-Louis David 
work
23. Recesses
24. Lower in esteem
25. Called together
28. Treat skins
30. In a way, utilizes
31. Sexually abused
36. Dark grayish-blue or 
purple
37. Ancient kingdom 
near Dead Sea
38. A counterbalance
39. Preen
40. A man whose behav-
ior is unprincipled
41. Terminate
42. Tin plate
44. Seaport in Italy
45. Oblong cream pu� 
49. Goal
50. O’Neill classic
57. Witches
58. Norway
59. Jai __, sport
60. Emerald Isle
61. Spirit in “� e Tem-
pest”
62. Account of incidents 
or events
63. Rank
64. Unhappily
65. __ Blyton, children’s 
author

CLUES DOWN
1. Ancient German
2. Entranceway
3. Single, or Indian
4. Social system devel-
oped in Europe in the 
8th century
5. Names
6. Hired
7. Barbarians
8. Japanese waist pouch
9. Plant organ
10. Muslim calendar 
month
11. A place of assembly 
for the people in ancient 
Greece
12. Plateaus
13. A sharp narrow ridge 
found in rugged moun-
tains
21. Seizing one
22. Hair on the head

25. George __, American 
utopian
26. Allege
27. Gulls
28. Bullfrog, for one
29. Vestment worn by 
priests
31. Indicate pain or dis-
comfort
32. Musical interval of 
two semitones
33. Afrikaans
34. Goidelic language of 
Ireland
35. � ese (old English)
37. Phone company
41. Military disguise
43. Playing � elds
44. Pleasantly
45. Anesthetic
46. Green algae common 
in freshwater lakes

47. On the up and up, 
slang
48. French river
49. Person of exceptional 
holiness
51. A short syllable (po-
etry)
52. Dry
53. Breed
54. Ardor
55. Anklebones
56. Went quickly

A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

2655-B Crawfordville Hwy.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

HELP WANTED

WANTED

SERVICES

SERVICES
CROSSWORD

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

50 Square Bales of Peanut Hay
DWJMGomer@Gmail.com

239-898-8355 

FOR SALE

RENTALS
Now Hiring!

Wakulla 
Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

Martin Thorne

850-567-8157

Precision carPentry 
& Home rePair

DANA HUNSLEY
850-756-9628

Quality Work – Excellent References
Master Finishing Carpenter/Tile Setter

blazingpaddles1984@gmail.com

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene Darby

- Mowing - Edging 
- Trimming

- Light Pressure 
Washing

Palm Tree 
TrimmingMove in – Move out  Cleaning

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-251-9122
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ROSEANNA BRONHARD
 

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/3: Roseanna Bronhard, Candidate
to Themselves, Loan, $100.00

Total Contributions $100.00

EXPENDITUREs

• $0.00
Total Expenditures $0.00

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/19: Roseanna Bronhard, Candi-
date
to Themselves, Loan, $2,150.00

Total Contributions $2,150.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/22: Lamar Advertising, Tallahas-
see, Ad, $2,191.00

Total Expenditures $2,191.00

EDDIE EVANS
 

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/1: Mary R Canova, Tallahassee, 
Nurse, $400.00
• 6/14: Owen McCaul, Tallahassee, 
Attorney, $500.00

Total Contributions $900.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/17: The Wakulla Sun, Crawford-
ville, advertise, $187.50
• 6/17: The Wakulla Sun, advertise, 
$2,100.00
• 6/14: Anedot, New Orleans, credit 
card fee, $20.30

Total Expenditures $2,307.80

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/22: Davisson Dunlap, Tallahassee, 
Attorney, $500.00
• 6/27: Mary Walsh, Crawordville, 
AssociatedServiceMgr, $200.00
• 6/25: Callie R Quigg, Crawfordville, 
Retired, $100.00
• 6/25: Duane Colvin, Sopchoppy, 
ElectricSysOperator, $500.00
• 6/30: Jack Campbell, Tallahassee, 
Attorney, $1,000.00

Total Contributions $2,300.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/21: Anedot Inc, New Orleans,cred-
it card fees, $20.30

Total Expenditures $20.30

BRIAN MIllER
 

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/2: Christopher Langston Jr., 
Crawfordville, Trucker, $50.00
• 6/2: Lindsey George, Crawfordville, 
Trucker, $50.00
• 6/6: Brent Sanders,  ***Protected 
Voter*** DeputySheriff, $500.00
• 6/14: Douglas Gove, Crawfordville, 
Sales, $100.00
• 6/16: Phil Smith, Tallahassee, At-
torney, $75.00
• 6/16: Ana Lee, St. Marks, Self-Em-
ployed, $100.00

Total Contributions $875.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/10: Wakulla Senior Citizens 
Crawfordville, Christmas After Dark, 
$1,120.00
• 6/15: Kimberly McCloy, Tallahassee, 
Social Media, $30.98
• 6/17: Wakulla Sun, Crawfordville, 
Advertising, $1,262.20

Total Expenditures $2,413.18

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/30: Jack Campbell, Tallahassee, 
StateAttorney, $1,000.00

Total Contributions $1,000.00

EXPENDITUREs

• $0.00
Total Expenditures $0.00

FRED NICHOlS
 

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/1: Robert Yopp, Crawfordville, 
Retired, $200.00
• 6/1: Chris Langston, Crawfordville, 
Cash, $50.00

Total Contributions $250.00

EXPENDITUREs

•  6/6: Happy DIY Shop LLC, Craw-
fordville, Shirts for campaign, $748.47
• 6/3: Gulf Coast Hardware, Craw-
fordville, Materials for signs, $77.04
• 6/13: Amazing Mail, Crawfordville, 
Flyers for campaign, $202.79

Total Expenditures $1,028.30

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• $0.00

Total Contributions $0.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/27: Walmart, Crawfordville, Sup-
plies for the 4th of July Parade float- 
decorations and candy, $144.03
• 6/27: Michaels, Tallahassee, Sup-
plies for the 4th of July parade float, 
$48.06
• 6/27: Dollar General, Crawfordville, 
Supplies for the 4th of July parade 
float- decorations and candy, $21.40
• 6/27: City of Sopchoppy, Sopchoppy 
4th of July Vendor fee, $25.00
• 6/18: The Wakulla Sun, Crawford-
ville, Campaign Ad for the newspaper, 
$150.00

JOHN QUINTON

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/6: Lana M Bean, Ocala, Individual, 
$25.00

Total Contributions $25.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/6: Walmart, Crawfordville, Phone, 
$91.22
• 6/15: UZ Marketing, Houston, cam-
paign signage, $871.04
• 6/17: UZ Marketing, Houston, Cam-
paign banners, $136.08
• 6/17: Straight Talk Wireless, Miami, 
campaign telephone service, $38.26

Total Expenditures $1,136.60

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 7/1: Christine Parkinson, Sopchop-
py, retired, $1,000.00
• 6/24: Carrie Hess, Crawfordville, 
retired, $500.00
• 6/24: Pamela Almond-Scalco, Craw-
fordville, retired, $100.00
• 6/21: Steven Stringfellow, Sopchop-
py, retired, $200.00
• 6/22: John Quinton, Crawfordville, 
Candidate to Themselves, $25.00
• 6/28: David Damon, Crawfordville, 
Construction, $100.00

Total Contributions $1,925.00

EXPENDITUREs

•  6/29: Sam’s Club, Melbourne, Pa-
rade supplies, $61.76
• 6/21: Anedot, New Orleans, user 
fee, $1.30
• 6/28: Anedot, user fee, $0.30

Total Expenditures $63.36

PATRICIA DySZER 
 

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• $0.00

Total Contributions $0.00

EXPENDITUREs

• $0.00
Total Expenditures $0.00

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• $0.00

Total Contributions $0.00

EXPENDITUREs

• $0.00
Total Expenditures $0.00

SAM McGREW 
 

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/16: Samuel G McGrew, Craw-
fordvillle,  Candidate to Themselves, 
$2,200.00

Total Contributions $2,200.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/16: The Wakulla Supervisor Of 
Elections, Qualifying Fee For Dis-
trict 4 County Commission Election, 
$2,164.44

Total Expenditures $2,164.44

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
•  6/21: Derrick Crum ***Protected 
Voter*** Pastor, $250.00
• 6/21: Big Island Construction, 
Monticello, Construction company, 
$500.00
• 6/22: Dreams Day Care Cen-
ter, Crawfordville,  Day Carecenter, 
$600.00

Total Contributions $1,350.00

EXPENDITUREs

•  6/22: Happy Diy Shop Llc, Craw-

fordville, Marketing Signs, $317.79
• 6/22: Uz Marketing, Houston, Mar-
keting Signs, $805.43
• 7/1: Fiverr, New York, Website,  
$158.25
Total Expenditures $1,281.47

QUINCEE MESSERSMITH 

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/7: Dana Brooks, Tallahassee, At-
torney, $1,000.00
• 6/8: Sam Geiger, Crawfordville, Gov-
ernmental Affairs, $100.00
• 6/8: Craig Vollertsen, Crawfordville, 
Retired, $100.00

Total Contributions $1,200.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/9: Anedot, Inc, Baton Rouge,Ser-
vice Charge, $48.90

Total Expenditures $48.90

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

 
• 6/23: Petra Shuff, Crawfordville, 
Individual, $100.00
• 6/23: Lindsey Zander, Tallahassee, 
Individual, $100.00
• 6/27: Charles O Hinson III, Talla-
hassee, Retired, $250.00
• 6/27: Phillip L Fleming, Crawford-
ville, Retired, $100.00
• 6/30: Panacea Storage LLC, Pana-
cea, Business, $500.00
• 6/30: Red Hills Land and Real-
ty, Ochlockonee Bay, Real Estate, 
$500.00
• 6/30: L. James Parham, Ochlock-
onee Bay, Appraiser, $500.00
• 6/30: Robert Estevez, Panacea, Com-
mercial Gaming Manager, $500.00

Total Contributions $2,550.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/25: Anedot, Inc, Baton Rouge, 
Service Charge, $8.60
• 6/28: The Wakulla Sun, advertising, 
$312.50
• 7/1: Anedot, Inc, Baton Rouge, Ser-
vice Charge, $20.30
Total Expenditures $341.40

School Board 
District 1
EDDIE HAND

REPORT JUNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONs

• $0.00.
Total Contributions $0.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/7: Lowe’s Home Improvement, Tal-
lahassee, Lumber for Signs, $310.46

Total Expenditures $310.46

REPORT JUNE 18-JUly 1
CONTRIBUTIONs

• 6/23: Eddie Hand, Crawfordville, 
Candidate to Themselves, $200.00

Total Contributions $200.00

EXPENDITUREs

• 6/24: Signs by Bri, Crawfordville, 
Rack Cards, $234.33

Total Expenditures $234.33

Contributions & Expenditures

County Judge

Totals reported by candidates through July 1
County Judge
• Roseanna Bronhard (NP) monetary $10,536.00 in-kind $0.00 expenditures 
$10,466.22
• Eddie Evans (NP) monetary $27,675.00 in-kind $1,453.41 expenditures 
$9,559.73
• Brian Miller (NP) monetary $20,325.80 in-kind $3,080.16 expenditures 
$11,969.45

County Commissioner District 2
• Fred Nichols (REP) monetary $6,630.00 in-kind $1,409.50 expenditures 
$4,344.83
• John Quinton (DEM) monetary $4,300.00 in-kind $0.00 expenditures 
$1,304.89

County Commissioner District 4
• Patricia Dyszer (WRITE-IN) monetary $0.00 in-kind $0.00 expenditures 
$0.00
• Samuel McGrew (DEM) monetary $3,550 in-kind $0.00 expenditures 
$3,448.91

• Quincee Messersmith (REP) monetary $5,180.00 in-kind $0.00 expendi-
tures $421.70

School Board District 1
•Eddie Hand (NP) monetary $2,280.00 in-kind $163.51 expenditures 
$2,117.62
• Gwendolyn Staten (NP) monetary $3,893.10 in-kind $0.00 expenditures 
$3,822.24
• Dod Walker (NP) monetary $8,150.00 in-kind $72.00 expenditures 
$2,766.46

School Board District 3
• Cale Langston (NP) monetary $100.00 in-kind $0.00 expenditures $45.24

School Board District 5
• JoAnn Daniels (NP) monetary $1,000.00 in-kind $0.00 expenditures $0.00
• Laura Lawhon (NP) monetary $4,300.00 in-kind $250.00 expenditures 
$3,799.23

Continued on next page

County 
Commission 

District 2 County 
Commission 

District 4
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Camille Duke, Broker 
BK3323552

850-692-9449
www.JeepGirlRealty.com

Dreaming of owning a home but 
denied because of bad credit, 

1099 job, self-employed?

Let us help you with our 
path to home ownership program.  

”Our Mission is to Transform 
Lives Through Affordable 

Housing to Empower Families 
and Individuals to Enjoy the 

American Dream of Home 
Ownership”

Affordable 
Housing Network

MEMBER

Contributions & Expenditures
GWENDOLYN STATEN

REpORT JuNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONS

• 6/1: LaDonna Hogue, Tallahassee, 
State Employee, $25.00
• 6/3: Annie M. Mills, Crawfordville, 
Retiree, $50.00
• 6/3: Bernice R. Hill, Tallahassee, 
Retiree, $50.00
• 6/8: Jacqueline M. Williams, Craw-
fordville, State Employee, $50.00
• 6/13: Carolyn M. Staten, Crawford-
ville, Retiree, $50.00
• 6/17: Gwendolyn Staten, Crawford-
ville, Candidate to Themselves, $20.00

Total Contributions $245.00

EXPENDITURES

• 6/10: Happy DIY Shop, Crawford-
ville, Printing of Yard Signs, $529.65

Total Expenditures $529.65

REpORT JuNE 18-JuLY 1
CONTRIBUTIONS

• 6/18: Bossie H. Hawkins, Tallahas-
see, Retired, $50.00
• 6/18: Archie M. Harris, Tallahassee, 
Retired, $100.00
• 6/24: Richard C. Harris Jr., Talla-
hassee, Retired, $50.00
• 6/24: Carolyn Harris, Tallahassee, 
Retired, $50.00

• 6/30: Shontee’ L. Staten, Pembroke 
Pines, Retired, $52.00

Total Contributions $302.00

EXPENDITURES

• 6/18: Sam’s Club, Tallahassee, Gas, 
$47.66
• 6/20: Wakulla Sun, Crawfordville, 
Advertisement, $150.00
• 6/22: Sam’s Club, Gas, $47.70
• 6/22: Wakulla Chamber Of Com-
merce, Crawfordville, Monthly Lun-
cheon, $15.00

Total Expenditures $260.36

DOD WALKER

REpORT JuNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONS

•$0.00
Total Contributions $0.00

EXPENDITURES

• $0.00
Total Expenditures $0.00

REpORT JuNE 18-JuLY 1
CONTRIBUTIONS

• 6/20: Jay Westmark, Sopchoppy, 
Retired, $250.00

Total Contributions $250.00

EXPENDITURES

• 6/20: Wakulla Sun, Crawfordville, 
Advertising, $193.13
• 7/1: Walmart, Crawfordville, Candy 
for parade, $53.48
• 6/28: Amazon.com, Decorations for 
parade float, $48.13

Total Expenditures $294.74

School Board 
District 5

JOANN DANIELS

REpORT JuNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONS

• $0.00
Total Contributions $0.00

EXPENDITURES

• $0.00
Total Expenditures $0.00

REpORT JuNE 18-JuLY 1
CONTRIBUTIONS

• $0.00
Total Contributions $0.00

EXPENDITURES

• $0.00
Total Expenditures $0.00

LAuRA LAWHON

REpORT JuNE 1-17
CONTRIBUTIONS

• $0.00
Total Contributions $0.00

EXPENDITURES

• 6/10: 4 Imprint, Oshkosh, WI, Can 
Holders, $310.20

Total Expenditures $310.20
Total Expenditures $0.00

REpORT JuNE 18-JuLY 1
CONTRIBUTIONS

• 6/27: Leslie Fearington, Tallahassee, 
Attorney, $100.00
• 6/27: Carey Lawhon, Sopchoppy, 
Individual, $10.00
• 6/27: Branda Lawhon, Sopchoppy, 
Individual, $10.00
• 6/27: William Tartt, Sopchoppy , 
PublicWorksDirector, $250.00

Total Contributions $370.00

EXPENDITURES

• 6/27: Walmart, Crawfordville, Pa-
rade Material, $89.33
• 6/27: Wakulla Sun, Crawfordville, 
Ads, $709.37
• 7/1: Sams, Tallahassee, Parade 
Candy, $170.53

Total Expenditures $969.23

From previous page

Charges reduced on bail bondsman
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

Charges against local 
bail bondsman John 
Johnson were recent-
ly reduced from fel-
ony battery on a law 
enforcement officer to 
misdemeanor for disor-
derly conduct.

Johnson was origi-
nally arrested in June 
after allegedly touch-
ing a deputy at Dux Li-

quors when they were 
called to the bar over an 
altercation.

Johnson and his girl-
friend were reportedly 
intoxicated and argu-
ing.

At one point, John-
son allegedly put his 
hand on a deputy’s 
chest. The officer in 
charge of the scene told 
Johnson not to touch 
the deputy again, and 
he responded, “What like this?” and put his 

hand across his chest 
again. He was immedi-
ately arrested.

Wakulla Chief Pros-
ecutor Brian Miller did 
not handle the case be-
cause he knows John-
son, so assigned it to 
another prosecutor in 
the office. 

After reviewing the 
facts of the case, the 
prosecutor elected to 
refile the charges as 
disorderly conduct.

John Johnson Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints
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FOR SALE

� is Golden Construction 
New Construction Home will 
be situated on 0.10 Acre lot!!

� is 2 story home includes:
4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths w/ Half 

Bath Downstairs/ Large Tiled 
Walk-in Shower & Much More!!

“Your Big Bend 
Realtor”

Tiff any Hartsfi eld
850-566-6656
Listed by Yours Truly

The Hummingbird Plan
4BD/2.5BA • 1,505 sq. ft.

32 Dustin Lane, Crawfordville, FL

Listed at $245,000

Tickets 
Available 

at the door!
Available Available 
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Miss 

 This 
Even

t!

Christmas 
        After Dark

Cocktail Party 
Fundraiser

 This 
Even

t!

The Senior Center will be transformed into a 

Winter Wonderland

July 22, 2022            After Dark        After Dark        After Dark
Cocktail Party Cocktail Party 

Wakulla Senior Center
33 Michael Drive, Crawfordville

All Proceeds Benefi t Wakulla Senior Citizens

LIVE AUCTIONS:
ONE WEEK STAY IN CONDO in PANAMA CITY 

2,300 sq. ft. 3BD/3BA - A $4,000 Value
FULL DAY FISHING TRIP Donated by Nelson Nichols

Thank you to our sponsors

Contact:
Wakulla Senior Citizens Council 
850-926-7145
Wakulla Senior Citizens Council Wakulla Senior Citizens Council 

Tickets: $60
Sponsorships 

        Available

Scan 
QR Code 

for details

6 PM - 
      9 PM

Thank you to our sponsorsThank you to our sponsors

AIR

CON

offfWakulla, LLC

WAKULLA TITLE CO. INC.
P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 • (850) 926-3934 • FAX (850) 926-1852 Locally Owned & Operated

John and 
Petra Shuff

 Nelson Nichols Fishing Charter
Jim Davis, CPA

Al Pasini, MPA, CAE

Christmas Themed Event        Live Music
Celebrity Servers       Auction        Raffl es & Games   

Food by: Social Catering
Celebrity Servers       Auction        Raffl es & Games   Celebrity Servers       Auction        Raffl es & Games   

Food by: Social CateringFood by: Social Catering
Celebrity Servers       Auction        Raffl es & Games   

Christmas Themed Event        Live Music

NORTH FLORIDA
MEDICAL

Please 
Recycle

Wakulla County Tax Collectors Office
SPECIALTY TAGS

Enacted: 07/01/2004.
Live the Dream:
The “Live the Dream” plate 
is to be distributed by the 
Dream Foundation, Inc.
When you purchase a “Live 
the Dream” specialty plate 
above, a percentage of the 
proceeds go to Sickle Cell 
Association of Florida (to 
distribute to sickle cell 
chapters throughout Florida)

Enacted: 10/01/2003.
Red, White and Blue 
Bikers Care: 
  Purchase the red, white 
and blue Bikers Care tag, 
you will help thousands 
of citizens by funding 
programs to prevent 
blindness and provide 
support for Floridians with 
disabilities.

$20 - $30 additional to cost of tag.
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