
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

County Commissioner Randy Merritt is on the 
state Ethics Commission agenda for Sept. 9 to en-
ter a stipulate to resolve an ethics complaint that 
he didn’t properly report a land sale on his finan-
cial disclosure. As part of the stupulation, he will 
pay a $1,000 fine.

According to the 
ethics report, in 2018, 
Merritt’s financial dis-
closure reported a land 
sale to Mike Pafford of 
28 acres on Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Road for 
some $197,000. The 
actual sale price was 
$540,000.

Merritt told The Sun 
that the $197,000 fig-
ure was one he got from his CPA about the profit 
on the sale. He said he brought the issue to the 
ethics investigator’s attention – and immediately 
filed a corrected disclosure.

“It wasn’t intentional,” Merritt said.
Another allegation of voting with a conflict of 

interest was dismissed.
Merritt voted in October 2016 to approve the 

final plat for the Gardens of Saralan phase II, 
which was developed by Pafford Properties. 

Merritt, an engineer, provided engineering ser-
vices for Pafford on the homes.

A couple of years earlier, Merritt had sought 
an opinion from the ethics commission’s gener-
al counsel on whether he could vote on such is-
sues or if it constituted a conflict of interest. The 
counsel’s answer was as long as Merritt wasn’t 
employed by, or have a contract with the develop-
er, it didn’t rise to the level of a conflict.

Merritt said he does not have a contract with 
Pafford, though he does view him as a client.

The ethics commission determined the answer 
created an ambiguity and dismissed the charge.

The approval of final plats is purely ministerial 
and county commissioners cannot vote not to ap-
prove a final plat if it has met all the conditions.

Merritt commented that this case and some 
other legal matters are what convinced him not to 
seek reelection after 12 years on the county com-
mission. 

He added that he feels his reputation will be 
tarnished as “a corrupt politician” when all he did 
was make an inadvertent mistake on a form.

He said he might speak in his own defense 
when the ethics commisison meets on Spt. 9.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla Eco-
nomic Development 
Council honored Robert 
Parrish and the Parrish 
Group for work bringing 
Publix to Crawfordville.

Due to a prior com-
mitment, Parrish was 
unable to attend the 
event, held on Thurs-
day, Aug. 25 at Sher-
lock Springs. But Par-
rish Group staffer Fred 
Cook stressed how 
many meetings Parrish 
had with Publix offi-
cials.

“A lot of meetings,” 
Cook said.

Cook also praised 
County Administrator 
David Edwards for his 
support of the project.

Cook said Parrish 
prioritized the type of 
development the com-
munity needed most.

Future projects in-
clude “much-needed 
medical services in 
Wakulla County,” he 

said.
In some impromp-

tu comments,  EDC 
member John Shuff 
said the Wakulla has 
been “chasing Publix 
for a long time.” And 
he stressed how rare it 

is that Publix builds a 
new store on anything 
less than a four lane 
road.

“This is special ,” 
Shuff said.

The new Crawford-
ville Publix is on a 
stretch of Crawfordville 
Highway that is slated 
to be widened to a four 
lane sometime in the 
future, but currently is 
two lanes with a center 
turn lane.

The award was pre-
sented by EDC mem-
bers Steve Cushman 
and Jessica Revell. In 
his comments, Cush-
man also acknowl-
edged the contribution 
of the late builder Gene 
Cutchin, who was a 
partner with Parrish on 

PH
O

TO
S

 B
Y 

W
IL

LI
A

M
 S

N
O

W
D

E
N

PH
O

TO
S

 B
Y 

C
H

A
R

IT
Y 

TU
M

B
LE

S
O

N

Randy Merritt  
to resolve ethics 

complaint

Sopchoppy is seeing new businesses

The company that brought Publix to Crawfordville is honored for its work 
by Wakulla’s Economic Development Council

Civic Brewing, Sopchoppy Bakehouse + Coffee, and Sand and Soul Designs are in historic old buildings

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Wakulla EDC won a marketing award from the Florida 
EDC for its website, wakullaedc.com.

Turn to Page 12

Turn to Page 6

“It’s a New Day”$1 
One Section

Our 1st Year, 28th Issue
Thursday, September 1, 2022
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  & Operated

Members of the Wakulla EDC with sta�  of the Parrish Group at the awards ceremony on � ursday.
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

Friday Saturday
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Elliot Seidler celebrated the one-year anniversary of Civic Brewing back in June.

By CHARITY TUMBLESON
Reporter

In downtown Sop-
choppy along Rose Ave-
nue and at the intersec-
tion at Municipal Street, 
the rural history of the 
community is reflected 
through its historic ar-
chitecture, with some of 
the buildings more than 
100 years old. 

The  buildings were 
part of the beginning of 
Sopchoppy and continue 
to be part of the future 
with new businesses 
that have moved in.

 Wakulla’s first ever 
brewery, Civic Brewing 
Co., resides in a build-
ing on Municipal Street 
that was built in 1912. 
It used to serve as the 
town pharmacy. Civic 
celebrated its first anni-
versary in June.

Elliot Seidler, the 
owner and a native of 

Sopchoppy, first got into 
the brewery craft from 
his sister, Taylor Seidler. 

“She was the creative 
director for the biggest 
beer mag in the states,” 
Seidler said. “She took 
me to my first beer festi-
val, so she’s the one that 
really got me into it.” 

Seidler describes his 
brewery as “Relaxed and 
chill. People bring their 
kids here, and we have 
bingo night on Wednes-
days. It’s a really relaxed 
environment, and that’s 
what we’re going for, 
somewhere where you 
can just hang out and 
chat with people.”

Seidler says business 
is going well, and he 
has received lots of local 
support, with over half 
of his customers being 
local residents. 

The brewery also gets 
people from out of town, 
“people staying in camp-

grounds or just driving 
through. We get a lot of 
people from up north 
and out west, it’s pretty 
neat,” he says.

Looking  into  the 
brewery’s future, Se-

idler says, “Who knows? 
Especially with the eco-
nomic climate we’re in, 
as long as I keep the tap-
room open and the lights 
on, I’m happy. Maybe 
eventually do another 

tap room somewhere, 
but for now, I’m happy 
where I’m at.”

Seidler can’t wait for 
the upcoming business 
in Sopchoppy, a bake-
house and coffeeshop, 

to open, saying, “I drink 
a lot of coffee, so just 
being able to walk over 
and grab a pastry and 
a coffee, I’ll be stoked 
about it.”

The future home of 
the Sopchoppy Bake-
house + Coffee shop was 
established in 2021 with 
the purchase of the old 
bank in downtown Sop-
choppy directly next to 
the Civic Brewery. The 
building was also built 
in 1912. 

The owners, Carolyn 
Lulu and Joey Morgan, 
along with their three 
children,  Nolan, Addie, 
and Hunter. 

Carolyn Lulu says, 
“Every bit of our journey 
is a family affair.”

The Morgan family, 
native to Wakulla, lived 
in Sopchoppy for five 
years before moving out 
of state, 
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War Eagles beat 
Chiles in overtime

FSU wins its 
opener, 47-7

Robert Parrish Group 
named EDC Champion 

Randy Merritt
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Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Cucumberleaf Dune Sunflower
By JOEY & JACK COETZEE

Cucumberleaf dune sunflower (Helianthus 
debilis subsp. cucumerifolius) is an attractive, 
long-blooming sunflower native to Wakulla 
County and the Gulf coast. It grows on beach 
dunes and disturbed sandy areas. It’s an excellent 
plant for coastal homeowners because of its tol-
erance for salts in the soil and high levels of salt 
spray. Once established, it tolerates drought. Cu-
cumberleaf dune sunflowers are pollinated main-
ly by bees, and birds prefer their small seeds over 
other sunflowers. Cucumberleaf dune sunflower 
is one of 3 dune sunflowers native to Florida. 
East coast dune sunflower (Helianthus debilis 
subsp. debilis) grows along the Atlantic coast. 
West coast dune sunflower (Helianthus debilis 
subsp. vestitus) grows from Pinellas to Lee coun-
ties. Gardeners should plant only the subspecies 
native to their region to prevent hybridizing. 
Cucumberleaf dune sunflower is named so, be-
cause its leaves resemble those of cucumbers. It 
is plentiful in the upland gardens at Sopchoppy 
Depot Park.

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Fwma.org

363-2351

A Wakulla 
Wild Animal 

Rescue
WOULD 

YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?
 we always need 

donations of 
these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels 
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts 
• Pedigree wet & 
 dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 
 dry cat food
• Dawn dish liquid

3922 Crawfordville Rd. Tallahassee, FL 32305 
LEETRAILERSALES.NET   LEETRAILERSTORO.COM

SAME LOCATION 
FOR 41 YEARS 850-878-0788Locally Owned and Operated

SALES • PARTS • REPAIRS

AAAAAAAA

SALES SALES 

Count on it.

FROM START TO FINISH.

MOWERS 
MADE FOR 
MORE.

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

Live the Dream: 
Enacted: 07/01/2004.
The “Live the Dream” plate is to be 
distributed by the Dream Foundation, Inc.
When you purchase a “Live the Dream” 

specialty plate above, a percentage of the proceeds go to Sickle Cell 
Association of Florida (to distribute to sickle cell chapters throughout Florida)

Red, White and Blue Bikers 
Care: Enacted: 10/01/2003.
Purchase the red, white and blue 
Bikers Care tag, you will help 
thousands of citizens by funding 

programs to prevent blindness and provide support for Floridians 
with disabilities.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

FOR SALE

� is Golden Construction 
New Construction Home will 
be situated on 0.10 Acre lot!!

� is 2 story home includes:
4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths w/ Half 

Bath Downstairs/ Large Tiled 
Walk-in Shower & Much More!!

“Your Big Bend 
Realtor”

Tiff any Hartsfi eld
850-566-6656
Listed by Yours Truly

The Hummingbird Plan
4BD/2.5BA • 1,505 sq. ft.

32 Dustin Lane, Crawfordville, FL

Listed at $245,000

Ross E. Tucker
Licensed Insurance Agent

850-926-2200

Medicare Solutions

from

Medicare Plans

Authorized to Offer

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the federal Medicare 
program. This is a solicitation of insurance. 
THESE PLANS HAVE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, EXCLUSIONS AND LIMITATIONS. FOR 
COSTS AND COMPLETE DETAILS (INCLUDING OUTLINES OF COVERAGE), CALL LICENSED 
INSURANCE AGENT ROSS TUCkER
We do not offer every plan available in your area. Please contact medicare.gov
or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options. 

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on 

HVAC Repairs, Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

Commercial • Residential
Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Carol Ann Williams

Shut your eyes, Breath Again, look out, 
stretch your eyes, look out to the horizon. 
This beachfront Lot comes with a House 
across the street and an unfurnished 
Bungalow & an extra wide beautifully 
planted tract of land, a double shop, 
circular driveway, and is fenced for your 
pets.
$699,900 REDUCED TO $599,900

0PEN HOUSE
This Saturday, September 3rd, 2022

11:00AM – 4:00PM,  
3057 E. Hwy 98, east of the 

St. James Bay Golf Course, Franklin Co.

House on north side of the road and Gulf Front 
lot on the south side of the Road. 

Reduced to $599,900!

850-566-9293
carolannw@Coastalgems.com 

CoastalGems.com

Est. 2000

Broker/Owner

0PEN HOUSE 
ST. JAMES ISLAND PARk

MLS# 310897
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Photos of Deputy Ward Kromer directing tra�  c at the 
high school in a downpour earned a shout out from Sheri�  
Jared Miller on Facebook and  garnered more than 1,500 
likes. � e post read: “Sheri�  Miller wants to give a shout 
out to Deputy Ward Kromer. Deputy Kromer currently 
is assigned to the WCSO School Resource O�  cer unit. 
Deputy Kromer assists every afternoon at the high school 

with helping to get WHS students safely out of the park-
ing lot and onto the roadway. Today while performing 
this task Deputy Kromer got caught in a downpour and 
stayed faithful to his duties to ensure students and parents 
where able to get on the road safely.  Good Job Deputy 
Kromer and thank you for your dedication to the citizens 
of Wakulla County.

From Front Page

the Publix project.
“This place would not 

be what it is today if 
Gene had never driven 

a nail,” Cushman said. 
EDC member Amy 

Geiger spoke on the 
achievements of the 
council over the past 
year, and the work done  

by Economic Devel-
opment Coordinators 
Beth Chichetti and Ju-
lie Dennis.

Those accomplish-
ments included win-

ning a marketing award 
for the council’s web-
site, wakullaedc.com, 
from the Florida EDC.

Gulf Specimen releases a rehabbed turtle

Please 
Recycle

Robert Parrish Group receives EDC award

By CHARITY TUMBLESON
Reporter

The Gulf Specimen 
Marine Lab released 
Scuttle the turtle on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24 at 
Alligator Point Beach. 

Scuttle is a juvenile 
Kemp’s ridley turtle. 

Kemp’s ridley turtles 
are the rarest and most 
endangered sea turtle 
species on the planet. 

The GSML sea turtle 
program focuses on re-
habilitating sea turtles, 
with the Kemp’s ridley 
being one of their most 
common rescues. The 
program sees more of 
these turtles than any 
other sea turtle pro-
gram.

Scuttle was caught by 
a fisherman on July 1st 
at the Eastpoint fishing 
pier and was hooked in 
the jaw. GSML removed 
the hook and monitored 
Scuttle until the turtle 
was ready to be released 
back into the ocean.

Before releasing 
Scuttle, Cypress Rud-
loe, the Managing Di-

rector of GSML, gave 
a special thanks to his 
staff and to the Alligator 
Point Sea Turtle Patrol 

Team that attended the 
turtle’s release. 

“Us, along with AP-
STP, are all heavily 

done by funding by the 
general public giving 
donations, and by vol-
unteering,” Rudloe said. 

“A lot of these programs 
don’t have federal fund-
ing or state funding, it’s 
all done by the actual 

drive of the people that 
are dedicated, passion-
ate, and that really care 
about animals.”

Michelle Darpel, the 
director of APSTP, gave 
thanks to her team of 
30 people, who patrol 
Alligator Point for nest-
ing marine sea turtles 
and hatchlings every 
day. 

Darpel announced 
that this was their 
“third best season” hav-
ing counted over 32 
nests. 

“Ten of them have al-
ready hatched success-
fully, and we will have 
hatchlings through 
Alligator Point, now 
through mid-October,” 
Darpel said.

Rudloe then passed 
Scuttle over to Kylee 
Lindsey, a team mem-
ber for GSML, and she 
walked Scuttle to the 
ocean and released the 
turtle back into the 
ocean. 

As Scuttle swam into 
the ocean, the crowd 
cheered the turtle on.

Scuttle the turtle was released at Alligator Point last week a� er spending a month being cared for at Gulf Specimen Ma-
rine Lab. � e turtle had been hooked in the jaw at a � shing pier in Eastpoint in July.

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208Wakulladiving.com
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Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Providing Insurance & 
Financial Services

Agent Bus: 850 745 2148 
23 Azalea Drive Unit A, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Kiersten Smith 

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Activity reported for 
the week of Aug. 19 to 25:

FRIDAY, AUG. 19

• Deputy Arturo Cor-
doba responded to the 
front lobby of the Sheriff’s 
Office in reference to a 
walk-in complaint. Upon 
arriving Deputy Cordoba 
made contact with Mor-
ton Horn, who advised he 
believes he was swindled 
out of $7,800 from an 
internet scam. This case 
has been forwarded to 
detectives for further in-
vestigation

• Lee Riley reported 
the burglary of a shed 
located on family proper-
ty. Riley advised nothing 
was taken, but the door 
frame was damaged. Ri-
ley signed an affidavit for 
prosecution. This case 
has been sent to detec-
tives for further inves-
tigation. Deputy Carla 
Skelly investigated.

MONDAY, AUG. 22

• Virginia Moses re-
ported a Derringer .22 
missing from her resi-
dence. Moses met a male 
subject on social media 
who referred to himself 
as “Jake.” She invited 
him to her residence on 
Aug. 21 and at one point 
she excused herself to go 
to the restroom. When 
she returned Jake was      
longer there. She later 
noticed her Derringer 
missing from the coffee 
table in the living room. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy 
Jeremy Creel investigat-

ed.
• Aaron Beckstead was 

arrested after a traffic 
stop for driving a vehi-
cle without working tail-
lights. During the stop it 
was learned that Beck-
stead had a revoked driv-
er’s license. Beckstead 
was found to have mul-
tiple prior convictions for 
driving while license sus-
pended or revoked and 
was subsequently arrest-
ed and transported to the 
Wakulla County Jail. Sgt. 
Ronald Mitchell investi-
gated. 

TUESDAY, AUG. 23

• A pharmacist for 

Publix reported a fraud-
ulent prescription. A call 
was received on Aug. 22 
requesting a prescription 
be filled for Promethazine 
with codeine and Pen VK 
(Penicillin with Potassi-
um) 500mg. The phar-
macist noted all called 
in prescriptions have to 
be verified with the phy-
sician’s office. The phar-
macist made contact with 
Dr. Carlos Campos office 
and was advised they do 
not have a patient by the 
name on the prescription. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. Lt. Vicki 
Mitchell investigated.

• Donald Morgan re-

ported an unknown per-
son fired a firearm in the 
direction of his residence. 
The projectile was recov-
ered in a cabinet after it 
entered through a win-
dow. WCSO Crime Scene 
responded and assisted 
in processing the scene. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy 
William Bennett investi-
gated.

WEDNESDAY, 
AUG. 24

• Deputy Andrea Farm-
er responded to Rocky’s 
in reference a firearm 
found in the bathroom. 

Upon arrival, Depu-
ty Farmer made con-
tact with the clerk, who 
turned over a Smith & 
Wesson .380-caliber pis-
tol. Deputy Farmer was 
able to identify the owner 
and make contact with 
them. They advised they 
had left it in the restroom 
by accident. The gun was 
placed into evidence until 
the owner can pick it up.

• Deputy Arturo Cor-
doba responded to the 
front lobby of the Sheriff’s 
Office in reference to a 
walk-in complaint. Upon 
arrival Deputy Cordoba 
made contact with Tina 
Rich, who said a compa-
ny in New York was using 

her Social Security num-
ber and now the Internal 
Revenue Service is telling 
her she owes them mon-
ey. This case has been 
forwarded to detectives 
for further investigation.

• Marcus Smith report-
ed being in a disturbance 
with his neighbor, John-
ny Heubi. Smith stated 
they were in a verbal dis-
pute over his dogs bark-
ing when Heubi grabbed 
him by the neck and stat-
ed he would kill him and 
the dogs. Smith stated 
he pushed Heubi away 
when he began to swing 
a tire iron at him. Smith 
stated Heubi went inside 
and retrieved a firearm. 
Smith stated Heubi came 
back outside and bran-
dished a revolver stating 
he would kill him if he 
came back on his proper-
ty. Heubi was placed un-
der arrest and transport-
ed to the Wakulla County 
Jail without incident. 
Deputy Kendrick Gavin 
investigated.

THURSDAY, AUG. 25

• Deputy Andrea 
Farmer responded to the 
intersection of County 
Line Road and Ashley 
Hall Road in reference to 
someone dumping sev-
eral items at the inter-
section. Upon further in-
vestigation a suspect has 
been identified in this 
case. This case has been 
forwarded to detectives 
for further investigation. 

 
Please remember to 

always report suspicious 
or illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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“It’s A New Day!”

Remembering my grandfather who 
was a Rotarian

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Rotary Club 
of Wakulla has a 
new part of the 
meeting where we 
do a Rotary Min-
ute – basically to 
tell members some-
thing about the his-
tory of Rotary Inter-
national. I drew the 
task for last week 
and I decided to 
talk about where I 
first learned about 
Rotary – from my 
grandfather, A.C. 
Jhonson.

(Not a typo: the 
family spelled it 
Jhonson and family 
lore held that when 
my great-grandfa-
ther, came through 
Ellis Island, his 
Danish accent 
was so bad that 
the name was put 
down as Jhonson.)

My grandfather 
owned three Jit-
ney Jungle grocery 

stores and 13 Jit-
ney Junior conve-
nience stores in the 
Tallahassee area. 
His No. 1 store was 
on Monroe Street 
between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues 
where Liberty Bar 
is now. At the point 
he finally retired, 
his last conve-
nience store was on 
Lafayette Street off 
Apalachee Parkway 
and became  the  
Video 21.

(I “worked” at 
that Lafayette 
Street store some-
times during sum-
mer vacation as a 
little kid – bagging 
groceries or scoop-
ing ice from the ice 
machine – and he 
“paid” me in honey-
buns and Yoohoos.) 

He was also a 
member of the Tal-
lahassee Rotary 
Club. 

I remember as 
kid sitting in his 
chair and reading 
his newspapers 
and U.S. News and 
World Report – and 
his Rotarian maga-
zine.

I remember him 
telling me that Ro-
tary is an organi-
zation of business-

men (at that time, 
it was a men-only 
club) who sponsor 
projects all over 
the world – like 
the club’s premier 
project of eradicat-
ing polio worldwide 
with vaccinations.

When I came to 
Wakulla to work at 
the newspaper 26 
or 27 years ago, I 
remember telling 
my grandfather 
that I had been to 
Sopchoppy Grocery 
and it reminded 
me so much of his 
last store. There 
was a produce dis-
play unit that real-
ly made me think of 
that store.

He laughed.
“It should,” he 

said. “They bought 
my fixtures when I 
closed.”  

Sometimes when 
I’m in Sopchoppy, 
I like to go in the 
grocery and see 
that old display fix-
ture. It takes me 
back to memories 
of my grandfather 
and his store.

William Snowden 
is editor and pub-
lisher of The Wakul-
la Sun. 

Something on your mind? 
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com 

or drop it by the o�  ce at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

LETTERS FROM READERS

Steve Fults is a friend of Gulf Specimen

You can support The Wakulla 
Sun with a tax-deductible dona-
tion to help us cover the stories 
that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep 
citizens informed, hold officials ac-
countable and cover the most im-
portant topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip 
our newsroom to better serve you 
and all our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our 

community
• More local content on the en-

vironment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With 

your help, we can keep the presses 
running through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate 
your contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Founda-
tion is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt orga-
nization with its principal place of 
business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation 
is registered to solicit charitable 
contributions in Florida. Financial 
and other information about the 
Florida Press Foundation’s pur-
pose, programs and activities can 
be obtained by visiting https://
floridapressfoundation.org or by 
writing to Florida Press Founda-
tion at 336 East College Avenue, 
Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card 
or check. If by check, payment 
must be made to the Florida Press 
Foundation and write in the check 
memo line that  you want the do-
nation to go to The Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Founda-
tion at 336 East College Avenue, 
Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301

HELP SUPPORT COMMUNITY 
JOURNALISM

Editor, The Sun:

I want to publically thank Steve 
Fults for all the support and help 
he’s given to Gulf Specimen Marine 
Lab and Aquarium over the past de-
cades. While Wakulla County gov-
ernment officials try to cast him as 
a villain over the airport and Lake 
Ellen, he had been nothing but a 
benefit to us, and the tens of thou-
sands of children, their parents and 
teachers who visit our aquarium 
each year. 

Most recently Steve helped build 
my turtle clock, which now sits on 
the roof of our Anne Rudloe Memo-
rial Environmental Education class-
room. A large fiberglass sea turtle 
now rotates within a clock facing 
during daylight not on human time, 
but on turtle time. It is a represen-
tation of my book, “Time of the Tur-
tle” that I published in 1979 which 
helped shape sea turtle conservation 
and played a part in the enactment 
of the U.S. Endangered Species Act.

Fourteen years ago, Steve Fults 
made another major contribution. 
He helped us build our “Monsters 
from the Deep” display that featured 
a number of preserved sea creatures 
like the giant sea roach, embryon-
ic sawfish, and scaly giant barna-
cles that were trawled up from the 
two hundred fathoms off the Desoto 
Canyon, the royal red shrimp fish-
ing ground. 

Using his unique design and ma-
chine shop skills, Steve converted 
six boat trailer winches into rotat-
ing bases that supported the spec-
imen jars, enabling visitors to turn 
them with a hand crank and see the 
creatures from all angles. Zoologists 
in museums have been preserving 
specimens in bottles for over 400 

years in formalin, but until now, as 
far as I know, no one has put them 
on a rotating display. 

Children love cranking the han-
dles, and seeing the illuminated jars 
turn through illuminated portholes.

Gulf Specimen has just received 
a $25,000 grant from the Florida’s 
Department of State’s Division of 
Cultural Affairs to build our new 
Panacea Picklearium, which will 
have more unique creatures on dis-
play using the same technology that 
Steve developed. 

I wish him well in his fight against 
the forces of the darkness of the de-
velopment-crazed government of 
Wakulla County, who have never 
been a friend of Gulf Specimen, and 
have tried repeatedly over the years 
to close it down. 

The county commission is too 
busy granting subdivision after sub-
division with no infrastructure to 
accommodate it which will destroy 
our wetlands, fisheries and rural 
way of life. 

Likewise, the Triumph Gulf Coast 
has spurned our efforts and wasted 
our time by dangling the possibility 
of funding before us, which they had 
no intention of ever granting. 

Still I am hopeful of change with 
a new member from Wakulla County 
being added to their board. But it is 
through the efforts and support of 
people like Steve Fults and the hun-
dreds of our members, the schools 
that visit us, and the scientific and 
educational institutions that pur-
chase our specimens that Gulf Spec-
imen Marine Lab and Aquarium has 
continued to survive and grow.

Jack Rudloe
President

Gulf Specimen Marine Lab

Calendar of upcoming events for the week of Sept. 1
On the Horizon

� ursday, September 1

• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held 
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville. 
Th ere will be concessions and raffl  es.

Friday, September 2

• Th e Wakulla War Eagles travel to Havana to 
take on the Gadsden County Jaguars at 7:30 
p.m.

Monday, September 5

• LABOR DAY HOLIDAY – Schools, banks 
and government offi  ces will be closed.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program will be avail-
able for anyone with memory impairment at 
no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen 
Baptist Church.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver Support Group will 
meet at Lake Ellen Baptist Church at 12:30 
p.m.

Tuesday, September 6

• Th e county commission holds its regular 
meeting (delayed one day for Labor Day) in 

the commission chambers at 5 p.m.
•Th e Wakulla County One Cent Tax Com-
mittee will hold a public meeting to make 
recommendations to the county commission 
regarding use of the infrastructure surtax 
proceeds at the BOCC conference room 3093 
at 2 p.m.

Wednesday, September 7

• A Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the Wakulla Senior Center.
• Th e Wakulla BOCC will have a public 
ceremony celebrating the offi  cial reopen of 
Th e Rock Landing Floating Dock & Boating 
Facility in Panacea at 10 a.m.

� ursday, September 8

• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held 
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville. 
Th ere will be concessions and raffl  es.
• Sopchoppy Depot Committee meets at the 
Depot at 4:30 p.m.
• Th e St. Marks City Commission meets at 
St.Marks City Hall at 6 p.m.

A view of one of my grandfather’s Jitney Jungle grocery stores. In this promotional pho-
to showing o�  a display of Heinz pickles, my grandfather, A.C. Jhonson, is in the middle 

without a tie.

FLORIDA ARCHIVES
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ NIRAJ PATEL
BARNS SPIRITS/LIQUORS

“Filling the two 
stores up for 

Wakulla to enjoy.”

KAY GAY CANNON
J&K ROCKS

“Hang out on the 
water with friends 

and family.” 

Polled at the Wakulla Chamber Luncheon at The Lodge at Wakulla Springs

RON COPELAND
OYSTER RADIO

“This year we 
will be leaving for 

a trip to Italy.”
“Time spent with 
family & Friends 
and enjoying the 

community we live 
in.”

BRYAN BAIR
RIVERTOWN COMMUNITY 

CHURCH, LEAD PASTOR

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

KHADEJAH SCOTT

“This year I will 
be at the beach 
catching some 

sun at St. George 
Island.”

What are your plans for Labor Day? 

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

Library News – Sept.  1

By VERNA BROCK

Do I have great news for Wakulla 
County! For the very first time ever, 
Florida 4-H will be represented at 
the National Cooking Competition 
in Texas, and those young 4-Hers 
representing the Sunshine State are 
Wakulla’s very own Noah Pearson, 
Cayle Rogers, and Brooklyn Green. 
This is a genuine REALLY BIG DEAL! 
In order to be chosen for this honor, 
the team prepared a demonstration 
of disaster cooking (as in hurricanes, 
etc.!). They are also emergency disas-
ter response trained, so their sub-
ject matter seemed like a no-brain-
er. When they get to Dallas they will 
be given an unknown assignment to 
complete for competition.

This team will be in a whirlwind of 
fundraising mode, to garner $3,000 
by Oct. 2. If you can possibly help 
support them, their chaperones, and 
extension staff make it to Dallas, 
contact the Wakulla Extension office 
to donate. Every penny counts!

I’d also like to congratulate Va-
nessa Elderkin on winning the tail-
gate barbecue competition. What an 
accomplishment! Cooking-4-Life is 
clearly one of the more popular clubs 
Wakulla 4-H offers, along with shoot-
ing sports (archery, shotgun/skeet, 
and air rifle). We have opportunities 
for gardening, marine science, chick-
en club (poultry science), outdoor ad-
venture, and a crafty creators club. 
We are seeking adult leaders for a 

skateboard club as well as a horse 
club ...no, you do not need to own 
a horse! If you have any interest in 
any of these clubs, or new club ideas, 
please contact the Extension Office!

September is nearly upon us, 
and the Wakulla United Methodist 
Church is planning to resume our 
first-Sunday pot-luck dinners this 
Sunday, following Communion Ser-
vice at 10 a.m. I am also starting a 
Sunday School class for elementa-
ry-age kids, Sundays at 9 a.m. There 
is also a Bible study/Sunday School 
class for adults at 9. Hope you can 
join us for fellowship!

Don’t forget to save the date for 
Sunday, Oct. 2. The Wakulla UMC 

will be celebrating its first annual 
Homecoming since Covid, and it’s a 
biggie! We are marking the 25th Anni-
versary of the groundbreaking for our 
log cabin sanctuary. Though hardly 
seeming possible, this landmark an-
niversary is upon us in a few short 
weeks and we invite all our friends 
and family to join us for this joyous 
occasion. District Superintendent  
Wayne Wiatt will be our featured 
speaker,  Communion will be served, 
and there will be an old-fashioned 
dinner on the grounds following the 
service. Hope  you can make it!

Well, the primary election has 
come and gone, and congratulations 
to the winning candidates!  Some are 

still looking at run-offs and general 
elections coming up, so please think 
about taking time to vote. The pri-
mary turnout was pitiful! Candidates 
work hard to win your vote, putting 
their heart and soul into their cam-
paigns. Remember, voting is as much 
a responsibility as a privilege...don’t 
waste your vote.

I was able to join a wonderful cel-
ebration for Kavita Samlal recently, 
as she has completed law school and 
taken the Bar Exam. She is prepar-
ing to begin Library School at FSU, 
to pursue her ambition of being a 
law librarian. Several of her teachers 
from Shadeville School were there, as 
well as many friends, neighbors and 
family. Kudos to big brother Nick for 
managing to keep this soiree top se-
cret, even as he planned the event! 
Kavita was completely surprised, and 
we feted her in style. Congratulations 
again, Kavita, on all of your accom-
plishments. You sure do Wakulla 
proud.

It is so good to have Faye Sweeney 
home from her adventuring to Texas 
and Alaska. Now THAT is a trip! She 
had a marvelous time with family, 
and enjoyed the cooler climes of our 
northernmost State.

Please remember to pray for Sheryl 
Grimes and her family in their time of 
sorrow; Linda Dunwoody continues 
to need our prayers, as does Robert 
Russ and Ouida Vick as they heal 
from illness.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Glorify the living God, who is active 
in the affairs of mankind. The worship 
continues by exploring what it means 
to glorify God, and why He is worthy of 
the glory we give in our songs of praise 
and worship.

When the church glorifies God, it 
sends a message to the world that the 
God we serve provides us with things 

that the idols of this world can nev-
er give. Our God can provide us with 
peace in the storms, victories in the 
battles, and joy in the morning, and ev-
erlasting life.

Psalm 115:1 “Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s 
sake. But our God is in the heavens: he 
hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.”

That does not mean he is not present 

everywhere. He has all authority to do 
what He pleased. No one can limit what 
God does.

We are mindful to glorify the Lord. 
As a result of what He has done for us. 
We fear the Lord, trust in the Lord, He 
is our help and shield. The Lord has 
been mindful of us, He will bless us, 
He will help us through hard times. 
He will bless them that fear Him, small 
and great. You are blessed of the Lord 
which made heaven and earth. Jesus 
demonstrated his power over creation 
by walking on water and commanding 

the wind and waves to be still.
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 “Let us glo-

rify God with your body. Know ye not 
that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own.” 

We wish a happy birthday to the fol-
lowing in September: Xavier Ash 9/1, 
Ezella Rosier 9/3, Sierra Beard 9/8, 
Hally Richardson 9/10, Janie Andrew 
9/11, Leroy Wood 9/13. Crystal Green 
9/19, and Nathaniel Smith 9/25. 

Thursday, September 1
Kids Coding 5pm
Friday, September 2
Quilting Guild 9:30am
Virtual Reality Coding 4:30pm
Saturday, September 3
Library Closed
Monday, September 5
No Programs Today
Tuesday, September 6
Forgotten Coast Homeschool Co-op 
9:15am
Book Bunch 10am
LEGO Club 4pm
Wednesday, September 7
Book Babies 10am
Wakulla County Coalition for Youth 
12:30pm
Thursday, September 8
Kids Coding 5pm

Friends of the Library Board Meet-
ing 6pm
Wakulla Democratic Executive 
Committee 6pm

NEW EBOOKS, EAUDIOBOOKS, 
AND EMAGAZINES AVAILABLE

Thanks to a new agreement be-
tween Wilderness Coast Public Li-
braries and the Panhandle Library 
Access Network our access to eB-
ooks, eAudiobooks, and now eMag-
azines has increased tremendously. 
Our cardholders now have access 
to 25,407 eBooks, 11,920 eAudio-
books, and 4,277 eMagazines via 
OverDrive and the Libby App! You 
can access these items via a smart 
phone, tablet, Kindle, or desk-

top computer or laptop. Need help 
learning how, just ask! Also, access 
for our patrons to Universal Class 
remains available via Libby. Over 
600 classes are available covering 
a wide range of subject including 
Cryptozoology, How to Live with a 
Teenager 101, Projects Manage-
ment, Leadership, Accounts Receiv-
able Management, Customer Ser-
vice, Word, and Excel. 

FALL CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

Our children’s programs are back 
up and running at full speed after 
a short break following the Sum-
mer Reading Program. Kids of all 
ages can join us for Lego Club on 
the first and third Tuesday of each 
month, where we provide the Legos 
and you provide the imagination.  
Mrs. Heather’s Book Bunch, a pro-

gram for preschool aged children 
with stories and music, is every 
Tuesday at 10am and her Book Ba-
bies group, an interactive story time 
and playgroup for infants, toddlers, 
and caregivers, is every Wednesday 
at 10am. Lots of tech learning will 
be going on with Mrs. Rebecca this 
fall! Sign up for her Advanced Cod-
ing Class, will be October 6th @5pm 
and for her new 3D Printing class 
on October 7th at 4:30pm. Mrs. Re-
becca will also be having an open 
Tech Learning Lab on December 
8th & 15th and an open 3D Doodle 
class September 13th and 27th.  For 
more information about kid’s tech 
classes, email rsahar@mywakulla.
com or call 850-926-7415 and ask 
for Rebecca. Drive-In Bingo at the 
Community Center will be back at 
6pm September 23rd, October 21st, 
and December 9th. 

4-H members Noah Pearson, Cayle Rogers, and Brooklyn Green  are going to Dallas for a 
national cooking competition. � e three are seen here with 4-H Director Rachel Pienta.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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BIRDING AT THE REFUGE

By DON MORROW

I was waiting, listening 
to a distant Barred Owl, 
when the automatic gate 
at St. Marks National 
Wildlife Refuge chugged 
to life at 6 a.m. on this 
Thursday morning. With 
the refuge officially open, 
I drove down to the Light-
house under a low cloud 
layer that was block-
ing the morning light. It 
seemed very dark.

The tide was going out 
and had left me with a 
narrow strip of beach to 
walk. Lightning flickered 
indistinctly overhead as I 
tripped on unseen roots 
in the darkness and in-
haled a mosquito, which 
caused a major respira-
tory crisis accompanied 
by hacking and the mut-
tering of various impre-
cations. By the time I had 
finished my half-mile 
walk out to the edge of 
Sand Cove, it was light 
enough to see texture 
in the clouds above me 
and the Eastern horizon 
had begun to turn a dull 
red. A thin break in the 
clouds revealed a patch 
of pale blue sky. Within 
it, the thinnest crescent 
moon smiled down on 
the morning.

Black Skimmers were 
barking as they flew 
low over the Gulf wa-
ters and Clapper Rails 
were grunting from the 

marshes to the North.  
The dropping tide had 
exposed a mudflat on 
the far end of the cove. I 
watched as birds flew in 
to land on it: skimmers, 
Laughing Gulls, willets, 
a Spotted Sandpiper, 
several Marbled Godwits 
and a pair of Reddish 
Egrets.

I waited until sunrise 
and then began to walk 
back. A large noisy flock 
of skimmers flew past 
me, joining the ones on 
the mudflat.

I  was out to look 
for migratory warblers 
along the coastal berm. I 
found Prairie and Yellow 
Warblers and a single 
Common Yellowthroat 
as I walked back to the 
lighthouse. The Wolfber-
ry thickets and Cedars 
along the beach can be 
very productive during 
Fall migration. Earlier in 
the week, I had found a 
Northern Waterthrush.

Lighthouse Pond was 
a mass of avian activ-
ity. There were close 
to 200 waders, mostly 
Snowy, Tricolored and 
Great Egrets, but also 
a few Little Blue Her-
ons and a dozen Rose-
ate Spoonbills. A mixed 
flock of Forster’s Terns 
and Black Skimmers 
was hunting the pond 
and a quartet of Blue-
winged Teal were feeding 
in the shallows. There 

were shorebirds on the 
pond, too; Willets, Great-
er Yellowlegs and a single 
American Avocet. 

Change is coming to 
the refuge. Some of it is 

the normal progression 
of the seasons. Migra-
tion is picking up and 
golden asters have begun 
to bloom. Sweetbay’s 
red-berried fruits are 

ripening fast. I watched 
a Downy Woodpecker, 
Eastern Kingbirds and 
Brown-headed Nut-
hatches feeding on them 
along Lighthouse Road. 

There are admin-
istrative changes too. 
As part of the annual 
pool maintenance cycle, 
Stony Bayou I is being 
filled and the Tower Pond 
gates have been opened 
allowing it to become 
tidal. The long-running 
American Flamingo was 
still foraging along the 
edge of Stony Bayou this 
morning, but with rising 
water levels it may soon 
relocate to another pond, 
likely Mounds Pool III. 
Shorebirds will shift to 
Tower Pond for the win-
ter. Look for them  there 
at high tide. 

Lighthouse tours are 
happening at the refuge 
again and there are plans 
for the resumption of 
the Monarch Festival on 
October 22nd. The Na-
ture Store at the Visitors 
Center is now open on 
most weekends and after 
a two-and-a-half-year 
break, it looks like the 
St. Marks Wildlife Tours 
may start up again in Oc-
tober. Check the Friends 
of St. Marks website at 
www.stmarksrefuge.org 
for updates and details. 

Change is a constant 
at the refuge.  Come 
down and enjoy it, but 
try not to inhale the mos-
quitos..

Don Morrow can be 
reached at  donaldcmor-
row@gmail.com.

Migration is picking up as the season progresses

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

“Half an inch longer?” 
Tony snorts. “Half an inch 
won’t make a difference. 
Even a full inch won’t 
make a difference. And 
a Kimber is a super fine 
gun. The Kimber will win 
over a Rock Island or even 
a longer-barreled Auto 
Ordnance.

“So, if we have three 
.45 caliber handguns, 
and one has a 3.5 inch 
barrel, the next has 4 
inch and the last has 5 
inch, they will all shoot in 
a similar manner?” I ask.

“Yep. Give ‘em to me, 
and I’ll show you. Who 
else wants to shoot three 
.45s?” he asks. “In fact, 
to confirm what I’ve just 
said, I won’t even shoot. 
Henry, Sam, Rose and 
Joe can shoot each gun. 
The Kimber will shoot 
best. It’s just a better 
handgun.”

Tony knows best. He 
always knows best.

It’s Wednesday, and 
we’re at the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office  
range, like we are most 
Wednesdays. We try to 
be here at 10 a.m. each 
Wednesday so we can 
shoot with friends. We 
also like to help out new-
comers at the range to 
learn to be safe and to 
assist with any questions. 
Newbies like this range 
because there’s always 
a deputy available, and 

the WCSO range has a 
reputation for being a safe 
place to shoot and also 
the membership comes at 
a very reasonable price at 
$75 for husband and wife 
and also their children 
under 18 who live with 
them.

Henry just moved here. 
This is his first time at 
the WCSO range. Henry’s 
a mature, big-boned guy 
and he has shot a lot 
before. Sam is tall, and is 
much younger than the 
rest of us. Rose has shot 
often here at the range 
and she’s willing to try 
them out, too. And Joe, 
well, Joe has his favorite 
of the three guns. I pretty 
much know which gun 
will get the best marks 
from him.

Today we are shooting 
a Rock Island 1911 A1CS 
handgun with a 3.5 inch 
barrel. The next gun is a 
4-inch Kimber Eclipse Pro 
II and the last is a 5-inch 
Auto Ordnance Thomp-
son Custom 1911. All are 
.45s.

The Rock Island’s usu-
al magazine holds seven 
rounds, but today it has 
a longer magazine holding 
eight rounds. It weighs 2 
pounds, 6 ounces and is 
5.1 inches tall. It’s heavy 
for its small barrel size.

The Kimber Eclipse Pro 
weighs 2 pounds, 3 ounc-
es and is 5.25 inches tall. 
Except for barrel length, 
you can see it’s about the 
same weight and height 
as the Rock Island. The 
Kimber’s magazine holds 
eight rounds.

The Auto Ordnance is 
the third handgun. Its 
barrel is 5 inches long. It 
weighs 2 pounds, 5 ounc-
es and is 5.25 inches tall. 
All three guns are simi-
lar in weight and height, 
but have different barrel 
lengths.

We are going to rate the 
three guns for trigger pull, 

trigger pull length, kick, 
and grip. On a 1-5 scale, 
1 means they like it and it 
is easy and 5 means they 
hate it and it is difficult.

Henry is up first. He 
plants his feet, breathes 
out and aims the Rock 
Island. This gun has the 
shortest barrel. He finds 
the trigger easy. Trigger 
gets a 1 for easy and a 2 
for trigger pull travel. Re-
coil gets a 2 as well. He’s 
steady as he shoots. He 
says the Rock Island feels 
good in his hands.

He gives the Kimber’s 
trigger pull a 1 for diffi-
culty and a 1 for travel. He 
likes the trigger pull. But 
the kick? He says it kicks 
hard and gives it a 3 for 
the heavy kick.

Last, he tries the Auto 
Ordnance. Again, he likes 
the trigger. He gives the 
recoil a 2. It’s a sturdy 
kick. He likes the way this 
gun fits in his hands. He 
has no trouble hitting the 
target.

Sam doesn’t like the 

trigger on the Rock Island 
very well and he gives it 
a 5 for recoil. That’s the 
highest number in our 
rating system. He likes 
the grip and says it fits in 
his hand.

Sam thinks trigger pull 
on the Kimber is nice, but 
gives it a 2 for difficulty 
and travel. He gives it a 3 
for kick, saying it doesn’t 
kick as hard as the Rock 
Island, but it’s still a firm 
kick. He does like how it 
fits in his hands, saying 
that the bigger grip is 
more comfortable. He also 
likes the grip’s stippling.

He likes the Auto Ord-
nance and gives it best 
points for trigger difficulty 
and travel. He finds it to 
have less kick than either 
the Rock Island or the 
Kimber.

Rose shoots next. She 
gives the trigger pull and 
travel of the Rock Island a 
2. Not hard. Even though 
she likes the grip, and is 
able to hold the gun firm-

ly, she finds the recoil very 
hard and gives it a 5.

She likes the trigger 
of the Kimber and gives 
it great marks. However, 
she still finds the recoil to 
be hard and gives recoil a 
4. She likes it better than 
the Rock Island because 
she is able to get a good 
grip on it.

She likes the Auto Ord-
nance. She likes the trig-
ger and the grip, but the 
recoil to her is hard and 
she gives recoil a 3. She 
says it’s a sweet gun, feels 
good, and shoots well.

Joe likes all three guns. 
He does give the Rock Is-
land a 2 for both kick and 
grip. He says it’s small 
and light and a bit harder 
to control.

The targets show tight-
est groupings with the 
Auto Ordnance. 

All 3 find recoil on Rock 
Island to be strongest. 
Except for Joe, they find 
Kimber to have a sturdy 
recoil as well. They all 
do well with the Auto 

Ordnance, giving it best 
marks for smooth recoil.

I don’t count Joe’s 
scores, because I know 
how much he likes the 
Kimber. I feel his lik-
ing will skew the com-
parisons. However, now 
Tony isn’t so certain that 
there’s no difference in 
how a gun shoots with a 
longer barrel. Adding up 
points for recoil, the Kim-
ber beats Rock Island and 
the Auto Ordnance beats 
the Kimber.

Of course, barrel length 
is never the only factor on 
how well a gun shoots. 
Mass and grip make a dif-
ference. Sights and sight 
radius make a difference 
too. Just knowing a gun 
is a Kimber makes a huge 
difference to many. I know 
it does to Joe. And there’s 
that personal preference. 
Sometimes it’s just diffi-
cult to say what makes 
you like one gun over 
another.

I like comparing these 
three guns because they 
are all about the same 
weight and height. They 
are all the same caliber.

Tony has seen that all 
three people shoot better 
with the Kimber than the 
Rock Island. Is it the stip-
pling or the grip? Is this 
because of barrel length? 
Is there a predisposed 
liking for the brand of 
Kimber? 

Tony then picks up 
the Kimber and shoots. 
He does the same for the 
Rock Island. 

“Hm,” he says. Then 
he shoots the Auto Ord-
nance. “Hm,” he says 
again.

“Do you want to sell the 
Auto Ordnance?” he asks.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County  Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

Barrel length in three .45s

WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � ompson, on a wildlife survey at the 
park, snapped this photo of a white ibis.
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Find a fawn? 
Leave it there

From FWC News

White-tailed deer fawning is in full swing in the 
Florida Panhandle. Sometimes people assume a 
fawn they find by itself has been abandoned, and 
they try to “rescue” it. But instead of trying to res-
cue it, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission advises that you leave it alone.

During the first few weeks of a fawn’s life, a doe 
will hide her offspring then move to a safe distance 
to prevent her scent from attracting predators to the 
young animal’s hiding spot. She’ll return often to 
nurse and care for the fawn. While hidden, the baby 
deer might lie motionless as a survival mechanism 
to deter prey. But sometimes people mistakenly 
think a fawn’s lack of movement means it’s sick or 
injured, prompting them to remove the animal to 
get it help.

If you find a fawn that you think is abandoned, 
do not touch it, pick it up or remove it from its nat-
ural environment. Instead, leave it alone and quietly 
move away from the area. 

For more information, visit MyFWC.com/wildlife-
habitats and under “Learn More about Florida Wild-
life” click “Species Profiles” click “White-Tailed Deer.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

A father and son are 
very lucky to have a tale 
to tell. While out lobster 
fishing their engine be-
came entangled in a 
line, causing a malfunc-
tion. After the current 
pushed the boat into 
rocks, it quickly began 
taking on water and the 
two hung onto a cooler 
to stay afloat. One of 
the two had a life jacket 
and the other a life ring. 
Thankfully the incident 
was witnessed, and help 
was not far away.

This incident high-
lights the importance 
of not only wearing 
life jackets, but also 
planning ahead for the 
“what if” you have to 
abandon your boat. 

Part of your pre-un-
derway check should 
include knowing where 
all the life jackets are 
located and sizing them 
to fit all on board. Re-
view your boat’s safety 
procedures. 

If your boat begins to 
take on water or anoth-
er emergency escalates, 

make sure everyone 
puts on a life jacket im-
mediately. Call for help 
and give your current 
location and number of 
persons. If you have to 
go into the water, try to 
stay with your boat if it 
is safe to do so. Climb 
on the hull if the boat 
capsizes. It is much 
easier to find you if you 
are close to the boat. 

People should stay 
together and hold onto 
other items that can 
assist in flotation such 
as a cooler. If you have 
ever been tubing or ski-
ing in our waters, you 
know how hard it can 

be to see someone in 
the water! Anything you 
can do to make yourself 
more visible helps! This 
is why bright colored life 
jackets are best. 

A ditch bag can be 
helpful to quickly take 
any visual distress sig-
nals with you. These 
can assist in locating 
you if used properly. 
Be sure to know how 
and when to use them 
before you get into an 
emergency situation. 

Thanks to Sherrie, 
we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no 
accident!! 

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out 
our website at www.us-
cgaux.net follow us on 
FaceBook @ Apalachee 
Bay Flotilla 12 or con-
tact our Flotilla Com-
mander Phil Hill at pnk-
khill2000@yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, 
Staff Officer for Vessel 
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.m 

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. 
For more information, 
please visit www.cgaux.
org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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MinorTimes Major Times
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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88% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Endless Summer.

I took my students to Panama City Beach on Friday 
to do their open water class. We went to the jetties in 
St. Andrews Park to what we refer to as the kiddy pool 
to start our skills. The water was clear enough and 
the temperature was warm enough so we submerged 
and started their skills. When we finished the first 
dive I noticed there were a few small moon Jellyfish 
swimming around but I didn’t think much about it.

We did about a half hour surface interval, got 
geared up and made the walk back to the water. When 
we entered the water we noticed a few more jellyfish 
were there so we submerged and headed toward the 
rock wall. By the time we got there the jellies were 
everywhere over our heads. The decision was made 
to try to make it out of the water by swimming un-
derneath the swarm of jellies toward the beach and 
hoped we didn’t get stung too much. My students and 
I got separated a little bit but I managed to push the 
jellies away enough to stand up and see their bubbles 
heading to the beach just to the left of me.

I stood up and was about 30 feet from the shore 
and I was completely surrounded by moon jellies that 
ranged from 12 inches to 16 inches in diameter. A 
gentleman on shore who had a paddleboard threw 
me his paddle and I gently brushed a path so I could 
walk to shore (no jellyfish were harmed doing this).

Once I got on shore I looked and my students also 
made it to shore and they were walking towards me. 
I looked in the water and it looked like every jellyfish 
in the Gulf decided to come into the jetties that day, it 
was covered up so thick there was not a space to get 
back into the water so we called it a day. The interest-
ing thing was that the jellyfish normally don’t really 
show up in that magnitude until mid-September.

The next day we met at the Dive Locker to sign the 
paperwork before we headed to the dive boat Narcosis 
for our last two dives. We loaded the tanks on the 
boat and the Captain gave his briefing then we headed 
off to dive the Red Sea wreck. The water was almost 
flat glass as we anchored the boat. The dive master 
gave us the water report and said the acorn jellies are 
near the surface and the moon jellies are around the 
wreck but the area is big enough that they won’t be 
an issue for us. He was correct that we didn’t have 
an issue with any of the moon jellies on the dive.

After the first dive we moved to the bridge spans 
#12 and the dive master tied off the anchor chain at 
the top of the spans, it was the same report on the 
jellies. One of my students and I went in the water last 
and she had a small issue with clearing her ears but 
she was able to get them clear and on the way down 
I could see that a lot of big moon jellies were hanging 
around the top of the spans right where we were go-
ing. I did notice that while we where descending to the 
top of the spans that the jellies were swimming their 
way to the bottom, there are really two reasons they 
do that; one is that there are sea turtles in the area; 
two there is a low pressure storm front moving in and 
they don’t want to get shredded on the wreck. While 
we were swimming around the top of the spans we 
noticed the light was fading, it was only noon so that 
meant a storm was coming over head. My student 
and I started our assent up the anchor rope, when 
we made our 3 minute safety stop we headed for the 
stern of the boat and sure enough it was raining, the 
water was getting rougher so we climbed the ladder 
and made it safely on the boat.

The main point to this is being very aware of your 
surroundings especially when you are under water. 
Watch for the light around you to fade if there is a 
storm coming and if all the creatures suddenly dis-
appear. 

Keep an eye out for sudden changes that might 
occur. 

By the way, none of my students or me suffered 
any jellyfish stings on either day.  Your local source for news.
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God knows the real us

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

How does it make 
you feel that God knows 
everything you do and 
think? Everything.

Depending on how 
you’re behaving, you’ll 
either be relieved or terri-
fied to read Psalm 139:2 
(ESV): “You know when 
I sit down and when I 
rise up; you discern my 
thoughts from afar.”

Yet David, the psalm-
ist, wasn’t satisfied that 
God knew his behavior 
and thoughts. He asked 
Him to go deeper – not 
to discover something 
God didn’t already know 
was there, but to reveal 
it to David. He prayed, 
“Search me, O God, and 
know my heart!” (v. 23). 

Would you be willing to 
let God search and know 
your heart? And then re-
veal it to you? 

Be assured that what-
ever God sees in our 
hearts, it doesn’t change 
how He feels about us. 
Even when He sees us at 
our worst moments, de-
spite our shame and em-
barrassment, our heaven-
ly Father loves us. 

What would become of 
us if, during our seasons 
of moral decline, God 
stopped loving us and 
decided we weren’t worth 
His time and attention? 

God knows everything 
about us – much more 
than we know about our-
selves. He knows what 
makes us tick and what 
drives us to do the things 
we do. He sees right 
through our denial and 
the games we play. Al-
mighty God knows the 
dad, mom, wife, sister, 
brother, friend, employ-
er, employee we’d rather 
be. As a good and loving 
Father, He’ll do whatever 
it takes to get us to our 
desired place as we serve 
Him in our different roles.

Let’s meditate on this 

week’s verses throughout 
the day, every day for one 
full week. And at the end 
of each day, genuinely 
pray the meaning of the 
verses to say something 
like: 

Heavenly Father, I’m 
thankful that You care 
about everything I do and 
think each day. Search 
me and know my heart, 
because sometimes I can 
become deceived about 
life, love and even about 
You and Your direction 
for me. Show me when-
ever I head in the wrong 
direction in my behavior 

and with my thoughts. 
Guide me back to You 
and Your ways. Amen.

Then perhaps, rather 
than being apprehensive 
about God’s watchful eye 
on us, we’ll rejoice that 
He knows our every move 
and thought.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDiffer-
ent.net. Connect with her 
at SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.

DEATH NOTICES
• Clyde E. Preston, 71, of Crawfordville, died Aug. 28, 
2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel
850-926-5919, www.familyfhc.com

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Lewis A. (Buddy) Abbott
Lewis A. (Buddy) Abbott, 79, 

of Crawfordville, passed away 
on Aug. 26, 2022.

He was born in Thomasville, 
Georgia on March 10, 1943, and 
his family relocated to Tallahas-
see when he was about 10 years 
old. He was a member of Thom-
asville Road Baptist Church.

He loved playing baseball and 
football in school. He attended 
Leon High School and played 
football for the Leon Lions. Im-
mediately after high school, he 
and several friends joined the 
United States Marine Corps 
Reserve (USMCR), and trained 
at Camp Lejeune, North Car-
olina. There was a close bond 
formed between them and they 
remained lifelong friends. After 

several years of service, he re-
ceived an Honorable Discharge.

During his lifetime, he was 
the Operations Manager of Fore-
most Dairies in Tallahassee, 
learned to be a brick mason, 
was a Wakulla County Build-
ing Inspector, and then became 
a building contractor. He was 
known for the well-construct-
ed houses he built, and for the 
beautiful fireplaces he created. 
If you got a Buddy Abbott lime-
stone fireplace in your house, it 
was a work of art to be proud of.

He was predeceased by his 
father and mother, W.C. and 
Elmeta Brooks Abbott; and two 
brothers, Donnie Abbott and 
John Abbott.

He is survived by his child-
hood sweetheart and wife of 58 
years, Ann Coe Abbott and his 
children, Lewis (Bud) Abbott Jr. 
(Connie), and Michele Abbott 
Norman (Darrell); eight grand-
children; and 10 great-grand-
children; a brother, Bob Abbott 
(Pam) and one sister, Nancy 
Abbott Calhoun; his brother-
in-law, Tom (Patty) Coe and a 
sister-in-law, Ruth Baggett. He 
also leaves behind many, many, 
nieces and nephews.

Buddy was blessed to have 
tremendous family support car-
ing for him. His immediate fam-
ily would also like to give special 
thanks to his nephew Daniel 

Abbott and his wife, Wendy for 
the loving care they gave him 
during his illness.

Buddy loved his wife and chil-
dren with all his heart. There 
was nothing he enjoyed more 
than spending time and having 
fun with his family. His many 
grandchildren were the light of 
his life. He also considered his 
close friends as family as well.

His hobbies included playing 
golf, fishing and hunting. He 
enjoyed working in the yard and 
building projects around the 
house.

A Memorial Service in his 
honor will be held on Thurs-
day, Sept. 1, 2022, at 6 p.m., at 
Family Funeral Home in Harvey 
Young Chapel. The family will 
receive friends one hour prior to 
service, 5 to 6 p.m. The funeral 
home is located at 3106 Craw-
fordville Highway. (850-926-
5919).

Skip and Trey Young are as-
sisting the family with arrange-
ments.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations in his mem-
ory be made to Big Bend Hos-
pice, 1723 Mahan Center Blvd. 
Tallahassee FL 32308 (850-878-
5310), the Florida Baptist Chil-
dren’s Homes, P.O. Box 8190, 
Lakeland FL 33802-9963 or a 
charity of your choice.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

The grand finale

By CHERYL CRUCE

It arrived in the mail 
this week. After 10 years 
of study, I finally re-
ceived the diploma that 
is the stamp of all my 
studies. Oh, there was 
the graduation day when 
faculty, family, and 
friends celebrated my 
walk across the stage to 
receive the empty folder. 
A folder that was embel-
lished with the gold let-
tering “Asbury Theologi-

cal Seminary.” 
I believed the walk to 

be the grand finale of my 
years of study. My hus-
band, Joey, was there. 
He had left a note on my 
chair sharing his love 
and stating his pride 
in my accomplishment. 
Our children and grand-
children were there to 
celebrate. I heard their 
cheers as I crossed the 
stage. I had a picture 
of my Mom and Dad 
tucked away in the 
sleeve of my robe. I felt it 
essential for them to be 
there, even though they 
are in Heaven. My faith 
began with their teach-
ings. 

I reflect on my jour-
ney and remember the 
long nights of writing 
papers and reading 
assignments. I think 

about the endless cups 
of coffee and bowls of 
ramen noodles that be-
came a primary source 
of sustenance during 
crunch times. So often, 
I pushed aside family 
outings to complete my 
studies. Countless times 
my 5-year-old grand-
son, Malakai, would sit 
on my shoulders while 
I sat at the computer; 
his time would not be 
slighted. I passed Greek, 
Hebrew, and Exegetical 
study classes as part of 
the 96-hour degree.

I persevered for the 
grand finale day when I 
would walk that stage. 
Nonetheless, today, I 
see the walk was not 
the completion. It was 
only the beginning. To-
day I hold the diploma 
with all the rights this 

piece of paper entitles 
me to – a Master of Di-
vinity. A Master’s degree 
says I have studied and 
passed all the learning 
requirements.  A sheet 
of paper that says I have 
studied and shone my-
self approved. And yet 
today, I realize the finale 
is still yet to come. 

Each step of my travel 
has become an encour-
agement for the next. 2 
Timothy 2:15 teaches us 
to work hard to present 
ourselves to God, receiv-
ing His approval, not 
man’s. Steps along the 
way teach us not to be 
ashamed, to study and 
understand His word 
of truth. Then we are 
to take what we know 
and share it with others. 
2 Timothy 3:16 reads 
that God breathes out 

the scripture for teach-
ing and training in righ-
teousness. Graduation 
is only the beginning of 
God’s work in my life. 
Today His work moves 
me outward into the 
community in which I 
live. 

If I were to compare 
my graduation to a fire-
works show, I would be 
only a sparkler in the 
hands of the Creator. 
My graduation day and 
the diploma would be 
the barrage of multi-col-
ored explosives that 
light up the night sky. 
The teaching of others 
about the grace of our 
Lord Jesus would be the 
echoing sounds rever-
berating through the at-
mosphere, stirring one’s 
soul. 

We all walk the stage 

of life. The grand finale 
is the accumulation of 
who we are in Christ and 
the approval of the God 
who created us. More 
than a bombardment of 
lights, our grand fina-
le will echo the words, 
“enter in thy good and 
faithful servant” on life’s 
graduation day. But for 
now, there is work to do. 
We must share the Word 
of Truth regarding sal-
vation, so others will not 
miss the pinnacle of the 
life to come, the grand 
finale that crosses the 
stage of life to stand in 
the presence of God.  

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 

SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH THE 
FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/CYCLESAFETY

READ THE ROAD.  
AND YOU WON’T NEED AS MANY NEW PARTS.

MOTORCYCLE CRASHES DON’T ALWAYS INVOLVE ANOTHER 
VEHICLE. SLICK SURFACES AND ROAD DEBRIS CAN LEAD TO 
BROKEN BIKES, AND BROKEN BONES. RIDE AT A SPEED THAT 
GIVES YOU TIME TO REACT. CHECK OUR WEBSITE BELOW 
FOR MORE CYCLE SAFETY TIPS.

ota.org orthoinfo.org

3881_AAOS_PSA_MotorcycleSafety_Mag_6.875x4.625.indd   1 12/2/14   12:09 PM
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Taxi
 4. Cattle disease 
(abbr.)
 7. Before the pres-
ent
 8. � ey burn in a 
grill
10. Enough (archa-
ic)
12. “A Doll’s House” 
playwright
13. Long loop of 
cloth worn around 
the waist
14. Napoleonic 
Wars battle
16. Chinese sur-
name
17. Fragrant essen-
tial oil
19. Follows sigma
20. Model
21. A place with 
many dining op-
tions
25. BBQ dish
26. Corn comes on 
it
27. A sheep in its 
second year
29. Triad
30. � ey __
31. Actor DiCaprio
32. TV’s “Edith 
Bunker”
39. Sustenance
41. Man who be-
haves dishonorably
42. Cause a loud, 
harsh sound
43. A way to take in 
liquids
44. Gene type
45. � e Miami mas-
cot is one
46. Excessive � uid 

accumulation in 
tissues
48. Casino machine
49. Contains cerium
50. Something with 
a letter-like shape
51. Handwoven 
Scandinavian rug
52. Legendary ac-
tress Ruby

CLUES DOWN
 1. Conqueror
 2. Kin relation
 3. Increases the 
value of
 4. Pack
 5. Popular nut
 6. Dogs’ enemies
 8. Former OSS
 9. Unpleasant per-
son
11. Come again?

14. Beverage con-
tainer
15. Rock formation
18. Dorm o�  cial
19. � e bill in a 
restaurant
20. Type of jug
22. Importance re-
quiring swi�  action
23. Out� t
24. Small Eurasian 
deer
27. Weight used in 
China
28. A major division 
of geological time
29. Popular bever-
age
31. Con� ned condi-
tion (abbr.)
32. Practical joking
33. Pouchlike struc-
ture

34. Pound
35. Lilly and Man-
ning are two
36. Stopped discuss-
ing
37. Baltimore ball-
player
38. Candymaker
39. One thousandth 
of a second (abbr.)
40. Northern sea 
duck
44. Partner to 
cheese
47. Cannot be 
found

2655-B Crawfordville Hwy.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850)926-4353

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

VENDORS NEEDED

SERVICES

CROSSWORD

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertised herein in 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national 
origin, or any intention to make such 

preference, limitation or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly accept any 

advertising which is in violation of the law.

Methodist Women’s
Fall Bazaar Sat., Oct. 8th

Crawfordville United Methodist 
Church, 176 Ochlockonee St. 
Vendors reserve your space.

Deadline  9/15/22. 
Call 850-545-6956 

ROOM for RENT
$600. Dep., $600/mo

share utilities. Access to kitchen 
& W/D. No smoking, drinking, 

parties. Near Walmart. 
850-567-0484

ElsieMeade056@Gmail.com

FOR SALE

FOR RENTRENTALS

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing needs and more…

Good Fences ....
Good Neighbors
Good Fences ....
Good Neighbors LLC

Licenced 
& Insured

(850) 926-9455

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • STUMP GRINDING

Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....Good Fences ....
Good NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood NeighborsGood Neighbors

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene Darby

- Mowing - Edging 
- Trimming

- Light Pressure 
Washing

Palm Tree 
TrimmingMove in – Move out  Cleaning

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-251-9122

27-A&B Azalea Dr. 
(behind Pizza Hut and CVS)

850-745-6906
facebook.com/raysthriftstore

Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s
Thrift Store
Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s 9:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M.  

Monday - Saturday

Not your Typical Thrift Store!
NEW SHIPMENT!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 

dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 

dry cat food
• Dawn Dish Soap

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

MUSICIAN / SINGERS
NEEDED

Drummer / Writer needs Musicians / 
Singers to Record Original Music.

• Rock • Country • Blues 
• Island • Ballads

Bring your instruments

Everyone Welcome!
Call Steve (850) 210-9595
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COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. Moon Landing 
Targets

America’s NASA 
space agency is mak-
ing plans to land as-
tronauts on the Earth’s 
moon, possibly as soon 
as three years from 
now. This month, NASA 
took a big step toward 
a moon landing by an-
nouncing where as-
tronauts could touch 
down. NASA officials 
said they had select-
ed 13 possible regions 
near the moon’s South 
Pole that would be good 
targets for a landing. 
The locations were cho-
sen because they would 
be excellent places for a 
moonwalk and for col-
lecting scientific sam-
ples of water-based ice, 
the Washington Post 
newspaper reported. 
The South Pole loca-
tions are “a long way” 
from the places near 
the moon’s equator 
where American astro-
nauts landed 50 years 
ago as part of the Apollo 
program. The new pro-
gram is called Artemis, 
and its first flight will 
launch August 29 when 
NASA sends a capsule 
without astronauts on 
board into orbit around 
the moon. In ancient 
Greek mythology Arte-
mis was the twin sister 
of Apollo. Sending as-
tronauts to the moon 
requires a great deal of 
planning. With a part-
ner, use the newspaper 
and Internet to find and 
read stories about NA-
SA’s first Artemis flight. 
Prepare an oral report 
on something NASA had 
to plan for and what 
plans it made. Use pho-
tos from the newspaper 
or Internet to illustrate 
your report.

Goal: Citing specific 
textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to 
support conclusions; 
conducting short re-
search projects that 
build knowledge about 
a topic.

2. New Dino Discov-
ery

From the United 
States to countries on 
the continent of Eu-
rope, severe heat and 
lack of rain have caused 
lakes, rivers and oth-
er waterways to shrink 
or dry up this summer. 
In many places the re-
ceding waters have re-
vealed secrets that have 
long been hidden. At a 
park in the U.S. state of 
Texas, scientists were 
thrilled to discover that 
the hidden secrets in-
cluded dinosaur tracks 
made 113-million years 
ago! The tracks at the 
Dinosaur Valley State 
Park were discovered 
in a riverbed that had 
dried out due to intense 
heat this summer. They 
were made by two spe-
cies: a meat-eater called 
A c r o c a n t h o s a u r u s 
(AK-ro-KAN-tho-SOR-
us) and a plant eater 
known as Sauroposei-
don (SOR-o-po-SY-don). 
Acrocanthosaurus was 
a fierce predator that 
walked on two legs like 

T. rex and grew 15 feet 
high, nearly 40 feet long 
and weighed 7 tons. It 
had sharp teeth, strong 
back legs and a “sail” 
along its spine that 
could expand to make 
it look larger. Sauro-
poseidon was a huge 
plant-eater, growing up 
to 60 feet tall and 100 
feet long and weighing 
44 tons as an adult. The 
footprints of the Sauro-
poseidon measure more 
than two feet across. 
Discoveries of dinosaur 
footprints and fossils 
give scientists informa-
tion about where and 
how dinosaurs lived. 
In the newspaper or 
online, find and close-
ly read a story about a 
dinosaur discovery. Use 
what you read to write a 
letter to a friend, telling 
what new information 
this discovery gave sci-
entists about this spe-
cies or other dinosaurs.

Goal: Producing clear 
and coherent writing in 
which the development, 
organization and style 
are appropriate to the 

task; reading closely 
what a text says explic-
itly and to make logical 
inferences from it.

3. Royal Students

Every year when 
school starts, students 
gain new classmates 
when children trans-
fer from other schools. 
New students come 
from all kinds of fami-
lies and backgrounds, 
but what if they includ-
ed two princes and a 
princess? That is what 
is happening this fall at 
the Lambrook School in 
the European nation of 
England 25 miles from 
the city of London. The 
new students are the 
children of England’s 
Prince William and 
his wife Catherine, the 
duchess of Cambridge. 
William and Catherine 
have announced they 
are moving their chil-
dren — Prince George, 
Princess Charlotte and 
Prince Louis — out of 
London to the private 
Lambrook School to give 
them a more “normal” 

family life, CNN News 
reported. The children 
of England’s royal fam-
ily had been attending 
a London school near 
their parents’ home 
at Kensington Palace. 
They will now live in 
Adelaide Cottage, a 
four-bedroom house on 
the grounds of Windsor 
Castle, the main home 
to England’s Queen 
Elizabeth II. Catherine’s 
family live in the same 
county. Prince George 
is 9, Princess Charlotte 
is 7 and Prince Lou-
is is 4. In America and 
around the world, stu-
dents are going back 
to school. In the news-
paper or online, find 
and closely read a story 
about something new 
that students will ex-
perience at their school 
this fall. Write a para-
graph describing that 
new experience and 
how it will affect stu-
dents’ lives. Write a sec-
ond paragraph describ-
ing something new that 
you will experience at 
school this fall. Share 
with family and friends.

Goal: Writing infor-
mat ive/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly; cit-
ing specific textual evi-
dence when writing.

4. Swish, It’s Good!

Basketball coaches 
are always urging play-
ers to “practice your 
free throws” because 
making foul shots can 
be the difference be-
tween winning and los-
ing. Coaches would love 
to have had Tom Steu-
ry on their team. Steu-
ry, who is 82 and lives 
in Washington State 
on the West Coast, has 
been practicing free 
throws for more than 20 
years — and he’s gotten 
really good at it. On his 
82nd, birthday Stuery 
made his one-millionth 
free throw, complet-
ing a 17-year quest to 
top that milestone, UPI 
News reports. Steury, 
who lives in the city of 
Eastside, says he spent 
about 2,500 hours in 
the gym to log all those 

free throws, and made 
about 94 percent of his 
shots. He shot about 
100 free throws every 
day he spent in the 
gym, and at one point 
he made 222 shots in 
a row, according to re-
cords he kept. Athletes 
practice many things 
to get better at their 
sports. In the newspa-
per or online, find and 
closely read a story 
about an athlete you 
like. Use what you read 
to write a short sports 
story outlining some-
thing the athlete is 
practicing — or needs 
to practice — to get bet-
ter. Be sure to include 
details showing how the 
athlete is practicing to 
improve.

Goal: Reading closely 
what a text says explic-
itly and to make logical 
inferences from it; pro-
ducing clear and coher-
ent writing in which the 
development, organiza-
tion and style are ap-
propriate to the task.
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Wakulla War Eagle JV Team

2 Jeremiah Washington 3 Jordan Barnes 5 Christopher Smith 7 Avion Thomas 8 Heath Milligan

9 Wyatt Brown 11 Kayden Johnson 15 Layton Lawhon 17 Jakari Ward 18 Joshua Simmons

20 Dallas Fringer 21 Joseph McClure 22 Marvin Johnson 23 Derek Davis 25 Marshaun Jackson

26 Eli Miller 28 Jeremiah Simmons 30 Sion Ransom 32 Jehoiada Prather 33 Peyton Singletary

40 Gavin Mitchell 44 Nate Cooksey 45 Paul Cooksey 48 Javonta Harris 50 Mason Blair

51 Matthew Chastain 54 Robert Williams 55 Hunter Weeks 56 Hunter Wells 57 Alex Akins

58 Noah Vernon 59 Jacob Suber 60 Kelvin Melton 61 Colton McKenzie 67 Landyn Kirkland

69 Sam Wright 75 Wyatt Folsom

Because of a technical issue, we were unable to 
include the JV players photos in last week’s Foot-
ball section, so we’re running them this week.

– Editor
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Lawrance Toafili was one of three 100-yard rushers in Saturday’s win over Duquesne.

The Morgan family: Carolyn Lulu and Joey Morgan, along 
with their three children,  Nolan, Addie, and Hunter.

FSU dominates Duquesne in opener, 47-7

By BOB FERRANTE
Editor The Osceola

Florida State showed 
its offensive identity — 
running the ball at will 
— and dominated an 
FCS program. Now, the 
easy part of the schedule 
is over — and the real 
action moves on to the 
Big Easy.

The Seminoles ran 
for 406 yards and had 
a trio of 100-yard rush-
ers in Treshaun Ward, 
Lawrance Toafili and 
Trey Benson to open 
the season with a vic-
tory for the first time 
since 2016, dominat-
ing Duquesne 47-7 in a 
lightning-delayed game 
on Saturday night. It is 
believed to be the first 
time FSU has had three 
100-yard rushers in a 
game in program history. 
FSU last surpassed 400 
rushing yards in 2016, 
when Dalvin Cook and 
Jacques Patrick led the 
team to 478 yards at 
South Florida.

“This was the first 
glimpse of the 2022 Flor-
ida State football team 
and I’m proud of our 
players,” FSU coach Mike 
Norvell said. “It definitely 
wasn’t a perfect game. 
A lot of guys played, got 
opportunities. There was 
some good, some bad, 
things that we’re going to 
have to continue to grow 
upon. But the experience 
and the approach is what 
I’m really pleased about. 
… I thought we showed 
as a fast and physical 
football team.”

Treshaun Ward (14 

carries, career-high 127 
yards), Lawrance Toafili 
(13 carries, 101 yards) 
and Trey Benson (11 
carries, 105 yards) led 
the ground attack, which 
featured six touchdowns. 
Ward had two TD runs 
for the first time in his 
FSU career, and Benson 
had a 41-yard TD on a 
debut night in which 
he frequently racked up 
yards after contact.

The Seminoles accu-
mulated 200 rushing 
yards in the first half 
alone. FSU scored on 
eight of its 10 drives. 
One exception was Tate 

Rodemaker’s fourth-
down interception in the 
third quarter that gave 
Duquesne a short field 
and the final drive of the 
game was a three-and-
out that ended in a punt.

Travis, Toafili and 
Ward had TD runs as 
FSU led 20-0 after 15 
minutes. The only blem-
ish early was a failed two-
point pass play as Wyatt 
Rector’s pass to Pres-
ton Daniel was knocked 
away.

Kentron Poitier had 
four receptions for 84 
yards, both of which 
are career-highs. Mycah 

Pittman also had four 
catches for 44 yards. 
Johnny Wilson hauled 
in a 51-yard grab that 
set up a touchdown but 
then was in the injury 
tent before later coming 
out with a taped up right 
foot/ankle.

FSU has now scored 
on 39 straight red-zone 
trips, a streak that in-
cluded a 7 for 7 night 
on Saturday. The 2013 
Seminoles hold the ACC 
record with 48 straight 
red zone conversions.

The Seminoles were 
able to play second- and 
third-teamers as well as 

a number of young play-
ers. Freshman Rodney 
Hill had nine carries for 
55 yards and a touch-
down. Linebacker Omar 
Graham Jr. also had four 
tackles, while defensive 
tackle Joshua Farmer 
had three tackles.

FSU’s defense forced 
eight punts. Duquesne 
was held to 164 total 
yards, the lowest by an 
FSU opponent since Bos-
ton College had 146 in 
November 2016.

The Seminoles had five 
pass break-ups, includ-
ing two by safety Jammie 
Robinson.

Jared Verse had FSU’s 
first sack on a third-
and-long play late in the 
third quarter, halting a 
Duquesne drive. It was 
Verse’s first sack at FSU.

FSU improved to 12-1 
all-time in August. The 
game was delayed by 
lightning and began at 
about 6:30 p.m.

INJURY UPDATES

Norvell did not give an 
update on Johnny Wil-
son’s injury. Defensive 
backs Omarion Cooper 
and Travis Jay did not 
play. Norvell indicated 
that he thought Cooper 
would be available as the 
team returns to practice 
ahead of LSU.

Darius Washington 
started in place of Mau-
rice Smith but suffered 
an injury. Dillan Gibbons 
slid over to play center 
for a chunk of the second 
quarter.

FIRST STARTS AT 
FSU

Markeston Douglas, 
Derrick McLendon and 
Ward made their first 
starts. Six transfers also 
made their first starts: 
right guard D’Mitri Em-
manuel, right tackle 
Bless Harris, Johnny Wil-
son, Pittman, Bethune 
and Verse.

UP NEXT

Florida State plays 
LSU at New Orleans on 
Sunday, Sept. 4 (7:30 
p.m. on ABC).

Subscribe to TheOs-
ceola.com for coverage 
of FSU sports, recruit-
ing, prospects and fo-
rums.

WAR EAGLES
FOOTBALL

All games live
on 94.1 FM,

Wave94.com and
our free apps for

Apple and Android
Tune in after every game for the 
Total Care Dental Coach’s Show!

IS ON THE AIR

PHOTO BY KEN FIELDS

From Front Page

“However, moving 
away only solidified our 
love for Sopchoppy and 
the realization that ap-
parently we can’t live 
anywhere else,” she said. 
“We are currently build-
ing our home in Sop-
choppy and ready to 
bring our family back to 
where we started. Sop-
choppy is quaint, quiet, 
and has an old calming 
charm. It’s a small re-
prieve from the chaotic 
world that isn’t so far 
away. We can visit any-
where, but there’s no-
where else to call home.” 

Carolyn Lulu grew up 
in a family with Italian 
roots, and her grandpar-
ents owned a bakery.

 “Baking, in general, is 
something I’ve had a love 
for early on,” she says.

 In 2010 she began 
baking and catering  
weddings and events. 
“It’s been a passion ever 
since to own my own 
business.” 

Her husband, Joey, 
has a business degree 
and an interest in coffee 
and roasting. “In 2021, 
we purchased our future 
shop and merged our 
ideas to create Sopchop-
py Bakehouse + Coffee 
Co. We’ve known for a 
long time this is what we 
were meant to do. Our 
hearts lie in Sopchoppy, 
and there’s just no other 
place to take root.”

There isn’t an offi-
cial opening date for the 
shop, but renovations 
are taking place. 

“With a building as 
old as ours, the renova-
tions seem endless, but 
progress is being made. 
Up until this point, all of 
our projects have been 

completed solely by Joey, 
myself, and our little 
apprentices. It’s truly a 
labor of love and some-
thing we will be proud 
of.” 

Currently, they al-
ready provide locally 
roasted craft coffee by 
the bag for delivery by 
communicating through 
Facebook.

“ W e  a r e  W a k u l -
la County’s first coffee 
roaster and cannot wait 
to have an official place 
for our community to 
gather,” she says. “Hap-
piness is the main in-
fluence of what drives 
us. We wanted to have 
a business doing some-
thing that made us hap-
py and would be fami-
ly-oriented, being that we 
have small children and 
they are part of the deal.” 

For the future of busi-
ness growth in Sopchop-
py, Carolyn says, “It’s 
hard to say what the fu-
ture holds in Sopchoppy 
for future businesses. 
I’d like to see more local 
places but always keep 
our small-town vibe. 
That’s what makes us 
unique from the rest 
of the ever-so-growing 
world. We already have 
a couple of charming 
businesses, Civic Brew-
ery and Sand and Soul 
Boutique. If all we offer 
is a brewery, a cute bou-
tique, and some coffee 
and sweets, I’d say it’s 
worth the drive! I mean, 
anything else is just a 
bonus!” 

The Sand and Soul 
Designs boutique, owned 
by Andrea Cayson, is a 
historical building more 
than 123 years old. The 
shop is next to the Sop-
choppy Grocery and the 
two stores are connect-

ed through a hallway. 
Cayson has owned the 
shop for five years. 

“When I came in here, 
it didn’t look like this,” 
says Cayson. “We built 
a wall, and we painted 
over all the trim work. 
When I came in with my 
husband, it had four-foot 
cobwebs hanging every-
where. It was full of junk. 
It was awful.” 

Having a vision for the 
store Cayson and her 
husband transformed it 
into a completely differ-
ent space. “It’s got really 
good bones,” she says.

I t s  been  r epor t -
ed that the Sand and 
Soul shop may have a 
“soul” – there’s talk of 
a ghost. When Cayson 
started coming into the 
shop, she began notic-
ing things being moved 
around. “So I thought 
my husband was doing 
it. I asked him, are you 
moving my stuff around 

in my shop? He goes, 
I didn’t move anything 
around your shop.” 

Cayson came in one 
day and found a heavy 
sign made out of ply-
wood perfectly placed on 
the couch in the shop. 
“So if it had fallen, it 
would have been heavy 
and hit the floor, and 
it wouldn’t have been 
perfectly placed on the 
couch,” she says.

“I feel like it’s a ‘she’ 
because of how deli-
cately she moves things 
around,” she says. “And 
the crazy thing is when I 
went to rent this build-
ing, back when I was 
going to open my shop, I 
had no idea that this was 
my great aunt and her 
husband’s shop. They 
had this built and had 
a post office and grocery 
store in this little bit.”

Not only has the ghost 
caught the attention of 
Cayson, but there have 

been many incidents 
with her sister, mother, 
and the employees of 
Sopchoppy Grocery.

“There was somebody 
that had this shop before 
me that the ladies at 
the store told me, that 
the girl ran through the 
thing out of their door 
screaming. She never 
would come back and 
work here, and she final-
ly told them that she had 
seen the ghost,” Cayson 
says.

“She’s here, and there 
might be other ones. My 
mom would go through 
my shop to the grocery 
store when she came 
here. Several times she 
would go, ‘Do you hear 
little kids singing?’ and I 
said no, and she told me, 
‘Every time I go in here, I 
hear kids singing.”

Cayson says she 
doesn’t feel scared of 
this ghost. “It’s part of 

the store.”
 Outside of owning 

Sand and Souls, Cayson 
is a member of Discov-
er Sopchoppy, which 
host monthly community 
markets and festivals. 
Cayson is excited about 
the upcoming Depot Fes-
tival on Sept. 17. 

“We’re excited about 
that, and then we’ll have 
the oyster mullet festival 
in November and the 
Santa one in Christmas. 
And then SPIA (Sop-
choppy Preservation and 
Improvement Associa-
tion) turned over Worm 
Gruntin’ (Festival) to us. 
They didn’t want to do it 
anymore, but they want-
ed the tradition to be car-
ried on to keep it like it 
was as much as possible, 
so they asked us to take 
it over, so we’re excited 
about that. Just keeping 
it going here in  this little 
town.”

Sopchoppy businesses
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

It was a heartstopper 
of a game as the Chiles 
Timberwolves scored with 
10 seconds on the clock 
to tie it and send it to 
overtime and the Wakulla 
War Eagles would win it 
on a 2-point play.

Wakulla Head Coach 
Scott Klees never hes-
itated to call going for 
2, saying his team was 
tired and the Chiles run-
ning back, Tre’avis Jones, 
showed he was extremely 
talented.

While the Wakulla de-
fense did a good job of 
containing him, Klees 
was worried about what 
Jones could do in over-
time.

Klees also noted that 
there was a missed as-
signment on the 2-point 
play – a missed block –  as 
quarterback Haden Klees 
was under pressure and 
somehow avoided a sack 
and got the ball out to an 
uncovered Xavier Blake 
on a screen.

On the night, Klees 
was 8 of 14 passing for 
160 yards and two touch-
downs. Plus he used his 
legs, rusing eight times 
for 68 yards.

Blake had a great 
game rushing for 202 
yards and a touchdown. 
He had two long runs for 
touchdowns – 60 and 70 
yards – called back on 
penalties that would have 
put him over 300 yards.

Receiver Samron Brin-
son had five catches for 
104 yards and two touch-
downs, including a div-
ing catch in overtime to 
score.

On the defensive side 
of the ball, defensive line-

man Cody Walker had 
nine tackles. Keshawn 
Dawkins had 10 tackles – 
six solo and four assists. 
And Jeremiah Thomas 
had 11 tackles – seven 
solo and four assists.

Klees said he was 
proud of the way the 
team played. “They could 
have hung their head, 
but the kids just fought 
and fought.”

There are things to 
work on after the first 
game and Klees is hope-
ful that the team keeps 
improving.

“I just want to say 
how proud I am of our 
team for how hard they 

fought and how hard they 
played.

GAME RECAP

Chiles took the open-
ing kickoff and started 
at the 25.

Wakulla defense stops 
Chiles, force a punt. First 
play on offense, turnover 
to Chiles. Pass by Tim-
berwolves is intercepted 
by Jeremiah Simmons 
at 9 to give Wakulla the 
ball back.

But Chiles forces a 
punt. and they take over 
at the Wakulla 40. Hold-
ing call by Chiles puts 
them back at midfield, 

then a big run down to 5  
gives Timberwolves 1st 
and goal.

Chiles on the board 
first with a field goal. It’s 
3-0 with 3:28 left in 1Q.

Pass from QB Haden 
Klees to receiver Samron 
Brinson falls incomplete. 
Coach Klees calls the ex-
act same play for a touch-
down. PAT good. Wakulla 
up 7-3 over Chiles with 
31 seconds left in 1Q.

On the next series, 
Chiles drive stalls be-
cause of penalties - at-
tempt a 47-yard field goal 
that drifts wide right. War 
Eagles take over at their 
20 with less than 8 min-
utes left in half.

RB Xavier Blake for a 
long run and horse collar 
penalty adds 15, down to 
Chiles 29.

Wakulla goes for it on 

4th down and 4, pass, 
ball batted down. Chiles 
takes over on downs

Xavier Blake breaks 
a 55-yard run for a TD 
but it’s coming back on 
a holding call.Wakulla 
forced to punt.

Chiles 3 and out. 
Punt. Wakulla takes or-
der around their own 30 
with 56 seconds left in 
the half.

Xavier Blake takes it 
80 yards for a score. Ex-
tra point good. Wakulla 
up 14-3 over Chiles with 
34 seconds to halftime

Chiles moves the ball 
down to the Wakulla 30 
and with 2 seconds left 
in the half attempt a 47-
yard field goal. False start 
puts them back 5 yards. 
Kick is long enough but 
drifts left.

Halftime: Wakulla 14, 

Chiles 3.
Third quarter was 

scoreless – and the 
Wakulla defense had a 
big stop with Chiles hav-
ing a 4th and 5 at the 
Wakulla 10.

In the fourth, Chiles 
RB breaks into open and 
scores a touchdown. PAT 
good. Wakulla lead cut to 
14-10.             

Big runs by Blake 
and Klees - War Eagles 
are into Chiles territo-
ry. Shoestring tackle of 
Bradley Kelly by Chiles 
saved a touchdown.

4th and 5 inside Chil-
es 20 with 2:51 left and 
Wakulla lines up to go 
for it. Timeout. Linville in 
try 35 yard field goal. It’s 
good. Wakulla up 17-10.

Kickoff into the end 
zone. Chiles at the 20 
with 2:43 left.

Pass complete to mid-
field for Chiles. Less than 
a minute left. Pass bro-
ken up by Wakulla de-
fender. Then a sack by 
Todd Williams but there 
is a flag for facemask.

Touchdown pass by 
Chiles with  10 seconds 
left. Extra point ties it 
at 17.

In overtime, each team 
gets the ball at the 10 
yard line with four downs. 
Chiles won the toss and 
took possession first.

Chiles rush to 5. Next 
play touchdown. Extra 
point good. Chiles up 
24-17. 

Haden Klees to the 3. 
Next play Blake is met 
in the backfield. Next 
Wakulla lines up to draw 
off the defense, they don’t 
jump. Timeout.

S a m r o n  B r i n s o n 
makes a diving catch for 
a touchdown. Wakulla 
goes for 2 and the win 
- Klees screen pass for 
Blake for the score.

Wakulla wins in over-
time, 25-24, over Chiles.

NEXT UP: GADSDEN

The Gadsden Jaguars 
have a phenomenal de-
fense, Klees said. They 
are athletic and large. 
“You thought Chiles was 
big, Gadsden is gigantic. 
They have some unbelie-
veable athletes.” Among 
those are an extremely 
fast, very talented run-
ning back and an offen-
sive lineman who is an 
FSU commit.

“Where they’re special 
is defense,” Klees said. 
“They have 11 guys who 
get to the ball.”

850-926-9100
WPTPROPERTIES.COM

“Let Waypoint Properties help 
you find your way home...”

This week’s game:

War Eagles win in overtime, 25-24

PHOTOS BY KEN FIELDS

Friday,  Sept. 2 at 7:30 p.m.
Wakulla War Eagles travel to Havana to 

play the Gadsden Jaguars

War Eagle receiver Samron Brinson makes a diving catch for a touchdown in overtime. Wakulla would go for a 2-point 
conversion and score on a screen pass to Xavier Blake for the 25-24 win over Chiles. Blake, below, breaks one.

Brought to you by:

COACH
Scott Klees

from the Coach
Scouting report: Gadsden has phenomenal defense, very 
athletic, with big players. Talented running back.

Keys to victory: Special Teams battle will be the di� erence, 
and turnovers.

Last week: War Eagles showed intensity and perserverance 
against Chiles. � ere’s a lot still to work on, but players showed 
a lot of heart in the win. 

3  Y

3  Y
Coaches Corner
brought to you by

3youtdoorequipmentcrawfordville.stihldealer.net

850- 926- 3300   
2219 Crawfordville HWY. Crawfordville   

LET’S MOW DOWN THE COMPETITION

SAMRON BRINSON
Catches for 104 yards, 

2 touchdowns

XAVIER BLAKE
Ran for 202 yards, TD,  

2-point play

CODY WALKER
9 tackles for the de-

fensive lineman

CHASE LINVILLE
Kicked field goal, 3 of 
4 kickoffs in endzone

O� enseMVP Defense Special Teams

27-A&B Azalea Dr. 
(behind Pizza Hut and CVS)

850-745-6906
facebook.com/raysthriftstore

Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s
Thrift Store
Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s 9:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M.  

Monday - Saturday

Not your Typical Thrift Store!
GO WAR EAGLES!

DOD WALKER
Realtor

850-509-5301 Cell
DOD@WPTPROPERTIES.COM
WWW.WPTPROPERTIES.COM

Proud sponsor 
of players of 
the week.
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Camille Duke, Broker 
BK3323552

850-692-9449
www.JeepGirlRealty.com

Dreaming of owning a home but 
denied because of bad credit, 

1099 job, self-employed?

Let us help you with our 
path to home ownership program.  

”Our Mission is to Transform 
Lives Through Affordable 

Housing to Empower Families 
and Individuals to Enjoy the 

American Dream of Home 
Ownership”

Affordable 
Housing Network

MEMBER

The Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

wakullarotary@yahoo.com

Purchase online or 
at the Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road

 

Featuring local bingo personalities 
KEVIN STORY &  SHIRLEY HOWARD

Purch

INN STORY & SHIRLEY HOWA

Saturday, September 10th, 2022
5-11pm
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