
By DANIEL LILLY
Wakulla Schools

Wakulla County Com-
missioners of Wakul-
la County Schools re-
cently announced the 
2023 Wakulla County 
School-Level Teachers 
of the Year. Teachers 
were presented with 
gifts and cheered on 
by their students and 
colleagues as each was 
visited by Superinten-
dent Bobby Pearce and 
Assistant Superinten-
dent Sunny Chancy. 

The eight Teachers 
of the Year for 2023 
are Lesley Jamison rep-
resenting the District 
Office; Kelly Tomberlin 
for Crawfordville Ele-
mentary; Shari Smith 
for Medart Elementa-
ry; Kristen Cason for 
Riversink Elementa-
ry; Marsha Dixon for 
Shadeville Elementary; 
William Taylor for Riv-
ersprings Middle; Lind-
sey Perez for Wakulla 
Middle; and Krissy San-
chez for Wakulla High 
School.

Les ley  Jamison 
o f  Wakul la County 
Schools has 11 years 
of teaching experience 
and has been in her 
current role for two. 
Jamison holds a bache-
lor’s degree, is currently 
pursuing a Master’s in 
Educational Leadership 
and is certified in En-
glish grades 6-12 with 
Reading endorsement.

Mrs. Jamison has 
been a Kagan Coach, 
Teacher Coach, and 

SAC Chair as well as 
school-level teacher of 
the year during 2018-
2019 at Riversprings 
Middle School.

Kelly Tomberlin of 
Crawfordville Elemen-
tary is currently As-
sociate Dean and has 
10 years of teaching 
experience in Florida 
while this is her first 
year in her current po-
sition. Tomberlin holds 
a bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education 
from Flagler College 
and is both ESOL and 
Reading endorsed.

Tomberlin current-
ly serves as a TEACH 
trainer and is Chair-
person for Crawfordville 
Elementary’s Booster-
thon.

Shari Smith teaches 

first-grade at Medart 
Elementary School. 
She has 14 years of 
teaching experience, 
using her Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Flagler 
College, and maintains 
endorsements in Read-
ing, Gifted, and ESOL 
(English for Speakers of 
Other Languages).

Smith demonstrates 
leadership as Stu-
dent Council Sponsor, 
Teacher Coach, and as 
a Mentor Teacher at 
Medart Elementary.

Kristen Cason of 
Riversink Elementary 
has been teaching for 
29 years, with 19 years 
teaching experience in 
Florida and is currently 
teaching 1st grade. Ca-
son holds a bachelor’s 
degree in ESE and a 

Master’s in Elementary 
Education with an em-
phasis on reading.

C a s o n  h e l p s  b y 
demonstrating leader-
ship at Riversink El-
ementary as a Team 
Lead, Mentor Teacher, 
and Wellness Coach. 

Marsha Dixon has 
been with Shadeville 
Elementary as a fourth-
grade teacher for 9 
years and this is her 
10th year teaching. 
Dixon holds a Bach-
elor’s in Elementary 
Education from Flagler 
College. She is both 
Reading and ESOL en-
dorsed.

Dixon is currently 
Team Lead for the fourth 
grade, is the Sunshine 
Committee Lead, and 
was Shadeville’s Teach-

er of the Month Janu-
ary 2021.

William Taylor is 
currently a 7th teacher 
at Riversprings Mid-
dle School. He has 22 
years of teaching ex-
perience and has been 
in his current posi-
tion at Wakulla County 
Schools during that 
time. Taylor holds a 
Bachelor’s in History 
and Social Science Ed-
ucation from Florida 
State University. 

Taylor is currently 
a Lead Teacher and 
Teacher Coach and has 
previously served as a 
Mentor Teacher for the 
Bears.

Lindsey Perez  of 
Wakulla Middle School 
has 11 years of teach-
ing experience and is 

currently teaching 6th 
grade. Perez holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in Ele-
mentary Education and 
is both Reading and 
ESOL endorsed.

Perez leads at Wakul-
la Middle School, she is 
a Teacher Coach, Men-
tor Teacher, and was 
an FLDOE High Impact 
Teacher in both 2016 
and 2017 

Krissy Sanchez is 
in her sixth year as 
Wakulla High School’s 
Theatre  inst ructor 
and her eleventh-year 
t each ing .  Sanchez 
holds a Bachelor’s in 
Theatre and is certified 
in Theatre Education 
and Pre-K through 3rd 
Grade as well.

Sanchez leads and 
enriches at Wakulla 
High School. She is Dra-
matis Personae Troupe 
S p o n s o r ,  W a k u l l a 
County Coalition of the 
Arts President, and Dis-
trict One Thespians 
Scholarship Chair.

These eight teachers 
serve as candidates for 
Wakulla County’s 2023 
District Teacher of the 
Year. A qualified panel 
of judges from outside 
of our district rates a 
written packet and an 
interview from each 
teacher. 

The selected 2023 
Wakulla County Dis-
trict Teacher of the Year 
then competes with 
the other 71 districts’ 
Teachers of the Year for 
the Florida Teacher of 
the Year award in the 
summer. 

Sheri�  Jared Miller presents a plaque to Judge Jill Walker at a retirement party Monday. 
� e sheri�  noted he started work as a courthouse baili�  as a college student.

Family Funeral hosted the service that supported Big Bend Hospice: Kimberly Crum, 
Skip Young, Paula Johnson, and Renee’ Garrett.

Judge Walker is surprised as she walks into the courtroom 
to � nd a crowd of people, including about a dozen sitting 

and retired judges and other people she’s worked with. 

Kathy Lawhon and friends from First Baptist Church of 
Crawfordville sing Christmas carols at the service.

Pastor Samuel Hayes of Mount Olive P.B. and his wife 
performed acapella.
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A surprise retirement 
party was held on Mon-
day, Dec. 19, for Wakulla 
County Judge Jill Walk-
er, who is retiring at the 
end of the month after 
32 years on the bench. 
The judge was stunned: 
she thought she was 
coming to the courtroom 
to announce the winner 
of decorated office doors 
in the courthouse to 
find about a dozen cir-
cuit and county judges, 
clerk’s staff, and numer-
ous elected officials ap-
plauding her. Walker got 
tearful as she noted the 
end of her time on the 
bench is rapidly nearing. 

– William Snowden  

A Tree of Remem-
brance service support-
ing Big Bend Hospice 
was held on Thurs-
day, Dec. 15 at Family 
Funeral Home’s Har-
vey-Young Chapel. The 
service is in support of 
those who, as the holi-
day season approach-
es, have lost friends or 
family members. Pastor 
Keith Wallace of Lake 
Ellen Baptist spoke of 
the work done by Big 
Bend Hospice, and per-
formers sang Christ-
mas carols and other 
songs of the season, 
including Pastor David 
Fell of First Baptist and 
wife Deborah. 

– William Snowden  

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School
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School-level Teachers of Year named

Superintendent Bobby Pearce and Assistant Superintendent Sunny Chancy with school-level teachers of the year, clock-
wise from top le� : Perez, Sanchez, Smith, Tomberlin,  Jamison, Taylor, Dixon and Cason.

and holiday greetings
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CLERK POSITION OPEN FOR 
SHIELDS MARINA 

Flex hours, Good benefits, Com-
petitive Salary & Great environ-
ment and working conditions.  

If interested, send a resume to 
pcmarks@comcast.net or call 

850-925-6223.  
(Do not apply at marina.)

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850)926-4353

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

Raw Wildflower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE

2655-B CRAWFORDVILLE HWY.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

RENTALS

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

27-A&B Azalea Dr. 
(behind Pizza Hut and CVS)

850-745-6906
facebook.com/raysthriftstore

Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s
Thrift Store
Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s 9:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M.  

Monday - Saturday

Not your Typical Thrift Store!
NEW SHIPMENT!

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

CLUES ACROSS
1. Chinese Muslim 
group
5. Alternative 
name
10. Resounds
12. Supporter
14. Furnishes anew
16. Beloved Holly-
wood alien
18. Supervises 
flying
19. Ballplayer’s 
tool
20. Coarse edible 
red seaweed
22. Former CIA
23. Basketball 
player
25. Travel necessi-
ties
26. Honey producer
27. Military analy-
sis (abbr.)
28. Diego, Francis-
co, Anselmo
30. Mental sharp-
ness and inven-
tiveness

31. Popular Easter 
meal
33. Man (Spanish)
35. __ de la __
37. Counter-
weights
38. Made a harsh, 
grating noise
40. Monetary unit
41. Commercials
42. Cool!
44. Partner to 
cheese
45. Expression of 
creative skill
48. Unit of angle
50. Transported
52. N. American 
people of Kansas
53. Computer 
game character 
Max
55. Moved swiftly
56. Everyone has 
one
57. Tin
58. A mole is one
63. Nocturnal 
hoofed animals

65. Oppositional 
to
66. Monetary units
67. Not on time

CLUES DOWN
1. Hogshead 
(abbr.)
2. Misery resulting 
from affliction
3. Defunction Eu-
ropean group
4. Line on a map
5. Becomes less 
intense
6. Back muscle
7. Frosted
8. Ethiopian town
9. Midway be-
tween south and 
east
10. Wipe from the 
record
11. In a continu-
ous way
13. Breathe
15. Cleaning de-
vice
17. Male organ

18. Tab on a key 
ring
21. Criminals
23. Taxi
24. Cheer of en-
couragement
27. Wartime 
American escort 
carrier
29. Polish river
32. Current unit
34. Life form
35. Painful con-
tractions
36. Glowing
39. Press against 
lightly
40. Melancholic
43. Something you 
can be under
44. Of the mind
46. E. Indian cereal 
grass
47. Couple
49. Sharpshoot
51. A baglike 
structure in a plant 
or animal
54. __ Blyton, chil-
dren’s author
59. Human gene
60. Data mining 
methodology 
(abbr.)
61. Examines ani-
mals
62. Mineral
64. Cools your 
home

Crossword 

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946
Hiren & Purvi Patel – Pharmicists

Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

EMPLOYMENT    
OPPORTUNITY
Animal Control 

Officer 
Department of  
Public Safety

RE-ADVERTISEMENT
The Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners is seek-
ing qualified applicants for a full 
-time, Animal Control Officer.  
Starting salary is $13-$14 an 
hour, depending on experience 
and comes with a robust ben-
efits package.  Refer to  www.
mywakulla.com for additional 
information.  Must be a resident 
of Wakulla County to qualify. 

Veteran’s preference will be 
given to qualified applicants. 
Wakulla County is an AA/EOE 
employer. Applications must be 
received on or before 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023.

Dec., 22, 29, Jan., 5

EMPLOYMENT    
OPPORTUNITY

BUILDING        
TECHNICIAN I

The Wakulla County Board 
of County Commissioners is 
seeking qualified applicants for 
the position of Building Techni-
cian I.  This is a full time, bene-
fited position, which is primarily 
responsible for assisting with 
front desk operations, including 
but not limited to the receiving, 
reviewing, and processing per-
mit applications for the Building 
Department.   

For more information visit www.
mywakulla.com Veteran’s Pref-
erence will be given to qualified 
applicants.  Wakulla County is 
an AA/EOE.  Starting salary is 
$14.30 an hour. The application 
closing date for this position is 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
at 5:00 p.m.

Dec., 22, 29, Jan., 5

EMPLOYMENT    
OPPORTUNITY

FLEET MECHANIC
ROAD AND 

BRIDGE               
DEPARTMENT

The Wakulla County Board 
of County Commissioners is 
seeking qualified applicants for 
a full-time benefitted position of 
Fleet Mechanic in the Road & 
Bridge Department.  

Generous benefit package with 
starting salary of $16.00 per 
hour. For additional information 
visit www.mywakulla.com. Drug 
screening is required. Veteran’s 
preference will be given to qual-
ified applicants. Wakulla Coun-
ty is an AA/EOE.  Applications 
must be received by 5:00 p.m., 
Wednesday January 11, 2023.

Dec., 22, 29, Jan., 5
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Wakulla GOP selects new leaders

Depot Park offers seed depot

Special to The Sun
 
The Wakulla Republican Executive 

Committee selected a new slate of 
officers which included Chair Mike 
Watkins and Vice-Chair Beatriz (Bibi) 
Ramos. In addition, the Committee 
re-elected Treasurer Rick Parks and 
Secretary Rebecca (Becky) Green. The 
new officer terms were effective imme-
diately and will run through December 
2024. 

The Wakulla Republican Executive 
Committee congratulates Chair Mike 
Watkins on his appointment. “It is 
an honor to be Wakulla Republican 
Chair at this time in Florida. We have 
been blessed with great success and 
leadership locally and statewide”, said 
Watkins. “Wakullians believe in the 
Free State of Florida and we are willing 
to do the work to keep it that way.”

Mike Watkins is an 8th generation 
Floridian and resident of Wakulla 
County and has served the panhan-

dle in leadership roles for the past 31 
years working on pro-family efforts to 
improve school safety, reduce opioid 
and methamphetamine addiction, and 
protect abused children.

Outgoing Chair Marcia Mathis said, 
“Wakulla County continues to appre-
ciate a large Republican majority. We 
experienced our largest Republican 
voter turnout in the 2022 November 
Election, and for the first time ever all 
Republicans were elected in our local 
offices. While we have accomplished 
a lot we have more to accomplish be-
tween now and the 2024 Presidential 
Election, and I know this new slate of 
officers will continue the momentum 
and help elect Republican candidates.”

Wakulla County Supervisor of Elec-
tions reports 11,829 registered Repub-
lican voters at www.wakullaelection.
com. More than 70% of all voters in 
Wakulla County participated in the 
General Election on Nov. 8, 2022.

By BETTY RUTTEN
Special to The Sun

 
When you have a city park with over 

120 species of native wildflowers, ardent 
harvesters of wildflower seeds, and a 
growing need to educate the public 
about the importance of native plants, 
what do you do? Give the seeds away, 
of course! 

A team of enthusiastic volunteers at 
Sopchoppy Depot Park saw these fac-
tors as an opportunity to install a Seed 
Depot. Designed and created by Flori-
da Native Plant Society member of the 
Sarracenia Chapter Robert Speed, this 
sturdy wooden structure with its metal 
roof stands 5 feet tall and is a permanent 
installation designed to resemble the 
Sopchoppy (Train) Depot located directly 
across from the park on the other side 
of Rose Street.

The inner compartment houses wild-
flower seeds harvested from the Depot 
Park gardens as well as from park 
volunteers’ home gardens. The inner 
side of the door features a changeable 
message board under plexiglass. Initially 
designed to display the park map and 

highlight the benefits of planting native 
wildflowers, it can be updated to draw 
attention to upcoming bloom times. 

One side of each seed packet in the 
Seed Depot features the plant’s sci-
entific and common names as well as 
a unique QR-code which links to the 
Florida Native Plant Society website 
and other reliable sources for extensive 
details on growing conditions, habit, etc. 
The other side of the seed packet pro-
vides information about the Sarracenia 
Chapter of the FNPS, including meeting 
time, date, location, email address and 
URLs. The QR-codes also are featured on 
each species’ plant identification signs 
throughout the gardens. By download-
ing a free QR-scanner app, visitors to 
the park can use their smart phones to 
scan the QR codes on the plant ID signs 
and conduct an informative self-guided 
tour. The inner compartment also pro-
vides space for distribution of Florida 
Native Plant Society and Florida Wild-
flower Foundation brochures on how to 
grow native wildflowers; how to attract 
birds, bees and beneficial insects to your 
garden; and other topics of interest to 
wildflower lovers

Cole Wells, Lt. Tom Kilbourn, Angie Kilbourn, and Callie Quigg at the Opry.

Sophia Stolk, Lion Christie Holland, Claire Blackwell, P J Brazier, Cole Hatcher and 
Lion Arlene Vause. 

Mike Watkins Beatriz Ramos Rick Parks Rebecca Green

Special to The Sun

On December 10th, Sopchoppy 
Opry held is 23rd Annual Christmas 
Special. There were many fans in at-
tendance at the sold-out show, some 
of whom came all the way from Nome, 
Alaska to watch. A special honor was 
given to Lt. Tom Kilbourn during the 
intermission to celebrate his retire-
ment and 12 years of service to the 
Opry. Lt. Kilbourn has worked in law 
enforcement for the past 45 years and 
has always been committed to the 
betterment of his community. 

Sopchoppy Opry managers Jesse 
Quigg and his sister-in-law, Callie 
Quigg, hosted The Purvis Brothers 
and Encore II Band. The band played 
country and Christmas that everyone 
enjoyed. The next performance will 
be on Jan. 28, 2023, at 7 p.m. where 
they will host the South Bound Band. 
Season tickets have gone on sale for 
the 2023 year, please come see us 
down at 164 Yellow Jacket Ave. at the 
Sopchoppy School for great food and 
great music. You can also visit us at 
www.sopchoppyopry.com for more in-
formation or call us at 850-962-3711. 

Special to The Sun

Four Wakulla Middle School stu-
dents were recognized as winners of 
the Sopchoppy Lions Club 2022 Peace 
Poster Contest. Lions Clubs around 
the world sponsor the annual art 
contest where students create posters 

to display what world peace means to 
them. This year’s theme was “Lead 
With Compassion.”

Congratulations to 1st place - Cole 
Hatcher, 2nd place - P J Brazier, 3rd 
place - Claire Blackwell, 4th place- 
Sophia Stolk. 

Officer honored at Opry

Peace Poster winners

Glenda Rae Phelps, 85, died Friday 
Dec. 16, 2022, at Eden Springs Nurs-
ing Home. 

Glenda Rae was born in Panama 
City and grew up in Sopchoppy where 
she loved living an easy paced life. 

Glenda is preceded in death by her 
parents Florence & Gwynn McAllister, 
her beloved grandparents Joe and Cal-
lie Langston, her first husband Her-
man Eudell Blackman Jr. (“Buddy”) 
who passed away in 1967 and her 
husband of nearly 40 years, Jack Car-
mel Phelps Sr. who died in September 
2012. She was also preceded in death 
by her eldest son, Douglas Mize Black-

man who died in October 2021.
Glenda Rae is survived by her son, 

David Neil Blackman (Melissa); her 
brother, Shelton McAllister “Sonny” 
(Shellee McAllister); her daughter-
in-law Teri Blackman (late Douglas 
Blackman); son, Jack C. Phelps Jr. 
(Eva); her grandchildren Josh Phelps, 
Shawn Phelps, Krista Blackman, and 
Evan Blackman. She also leaves two 
great-grandchildren, Isabella and 
Madison.  She will be missed by many 
cousins, family members and friends.

Glenda went to Andrew Jackson 
High School in Jacksonville. She en-
joyed working at the Florida Highway 
Patrol on the Homicide Investigation 
team in Tallahassee; she also enjoyed 
her tenure with Johnston Memorial 
Hospital in Abingdon, Va. Her favorite 
occupation was that of wife, mother, 
grandmother, and “Honeymine.”

A Celebration of Life Memorial Ser-
vice will be held at 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 21, 2022, at Sopchoppy 
Southern Baptist Church, 117 Curtis 
Mill Road, Sopchoppy FL 32358. Visi-
tation will be held just prior to the ser-
vice at 10:30 a.m. Pastor David Allen 
will officiate.

Skip and Trey Young along with 
Paula and Kimberly are assisting the 
family. Family Funeral Home at Harvey 
Young Chapel, 850-926-5919 Familyf-
hc.com.

Alice M. Swanson died at age 88, on 
Dec. 17, 2022, after a valiant fight with 
Parkinson’s Disease. Alice was the first 
baby born on January 1st in Waycross 
Ga. in 1934. Her family eventually set-
tled in Baldwin, Fla. when she was 7 
years old.

After graduating high School she 
married the love of her life, Willard Je-
rome Swanson, joining him in San Di-
ego, Calif., where he was serving in the 
U.S. Navy. They became the parents of 
two children, Verna Lynne and Rich-
ard Alan. Due to the peripatetic nature 
of military life, Alice contented herself 
with homemaking and service to her 
church and community. She was a life-
long member of the United Methodist 
Church, devout Christian, and espe-
cially loved teaching 2nd grade Sunday 
School and vacation Bible School.

After Will retired from the Coast 
Guard, the family moved to Melbourne 
Fla. where he and Alice resided for 50 

years. While there, Alice fulfilled a life-
long dream of attending college, earn-
ing her associate’s degree from Brevard 
Community. Due to health concerns, 
Will and Alice relocated to Tallahassee 
in 2020, to be near family.

She and Will had a daily routine for 
years, while in Melbourne, of meeting 
with a large group of friends and fam-
ily for breakfast at McDonalds. The 
group was ever expanding, due to the 
welcoming and fun nature of this long 
standing social enterprise.

Alice was predeceased by her par-
ents, Ira R. and Verda Mae Mangum 
Harrison; her brothers, Theodore, Ray, 
and Richard Harrison and sister Ruth 
Harrison Ingram. 

She is survived by her husband of 
nearly 71 years, Will Swanson; children 
Verna Lynne S. Brock (Ed) of Wakul-
la Station and Richard Alan (Kent) of 
Chicago; her brother Jack E. (Sally) 
of Fernandina Beach; grandchildren 
E. Alan Brock of St.Petersburg; Anna 
Brock Simmons (Josh); Eden Marie 
Rodgers (Brian), both of Crawfordville; 
and Mary Emma Smith (Matt) of Grand 
Ridge; grandchildren Brennan and Av-
ery Simmons; Harrison and Harper 
Rodgers; and Brooke, Lana and Kara 
Smith; as well as many beloved nieces 
and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date, after the holidays. The fam-
ily requests donations be made to Big 
Bend Hospice in lieu of flowers. 

Skip and Trey Young, of Family Fu-
neral Home, are assisting the family 
with arrangements (850-926-5919; 
skip@familyfhc.com).

Glenda Rae Phelps Alice M. Swanson

Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Nellie M. Rutledge, 98, of Crawfordville, died December 19, 2022.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com

• Shelia Byrne May, 67, of Crawfordville, died Dec. 18, 2022.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel. 850-926-5919, www.familyfhc.com
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Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon wrote a letter to 
the editor of New York’s Sun, and the quick response 
was printed as an unsigned editorial Sept. 21, 1897. 
The work of veteran newsman Francis Pharcellus 
Church has since become history’s most reprinted 
newspaper editorial, appearing in part or whole in 
dozens of languages in books, movies, and other ed-
itorials, and on posters and stamps

DEAR EDITOR: I am 8 years old.
Some of my little friends say there is no Santa 

Claus.
Papa says, ‘If you see it in THE SUN it’s so.’
Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?

VIRGINIA O’HANLON.

VIRGINIA, your little friends are wrong. They 
have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical 
age. They do not believe except they see. They think 
that nothing can be which is not comprehensible 
by their little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether 

they be men’s or children’s, are little. In this great 
universe of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in 
his intellect, as compared with the boundless world 
about him, as measured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He ex-
ists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion 
exist, and you know that they abound and give to 
your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how drea-
ry would be the world if there were no Santa Claus. 
It would be as dreary as if there were no VIRGINI-
AS. There would be no childlike faith then, no po-
etry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. 
We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and 
sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills 
the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not 
believe in fairies! You might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve 
to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what would that prove? 

Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that 
there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in the 
world are those that neither children nor men can 
see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are not 
there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the won-
ders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what 
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering 
the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor 
even the united strength of all the strongest men 
that ever lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, 
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain 
and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory 
beyond. Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA, in all this world 
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he 
lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, 
nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will 
continue to make glad the heart of childhood.

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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“It’s A New Day!”

Yes, Virginia – there is a Santa Claus

Article doesn’t describe Big Bend Hospice 

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is a 
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with its 
principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that  
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Editor, The Sun:

The article about Mr. Carter was 
especially well done (not that I’d 
expect anything less!).  Among oth-
er things, it helped me to know and 
understand him more complete-
ly.  We had a “serious discussion” 

about 4 years ago that also did not 
go well.

In contrast to that of another 
publication, the front page of the 
Sun is clean, bright and unclut-
tered.  Keep up the good work!

 Kitty Culkin

Editor, The Sun:

Dear Community Partners, 
ProPublica and The New Yorker re-

cently published an article, How Hos-
pice Became a For-Profit Hustle, out-
lining multiple instances of fraud and 
malfeasance targeting the Medicare 
hospice benefit. The story illustrates 
how patient care can suffer when lack-
luster providers are able to manipu-
late the original intent and purpose of 
the benefit. We at Big Bend Hospice, 
along with our colleagues at the Na-
tional Partnership for Healthcare and 
Hospice Innovation (NPHI), are sad-
dened by these practices and welcome 
a much-needed conversation around 
the incentives driving bad actors into 
end-of-life care. However, the activity 
described in this piece does not reflect 
the care we provide or the mission that 
we’ve dedicated ourselves to advanc-
ing. 

Big Bend Hospice is a commu-
nity-based, independently owned, 
non-profit, end-of-life care provider. 
We have served this community for 40 
years and have always been guided by 
our mission to deliver high-quality care 
to anyone at any time, all to ensure 
patients and their families experience 
dignified and respectful care in their 
most challenging moments. Unfortu-
nately, there is a growing problem of 
fraudulent and harmful practices by 
some providers. These practices must 
be identified and eliminated wherever 
possible. However, the practices out-
lined in the article are not indicative 
of Big Bend Hospice. Instead, we seek 
to deliver the full interdisciplinary hos-
pice care model while striving to re-
spect the choices, wishes, and desires 
of our patients and their families.

Big Bend Hospice provides the full 
hospice experience, including services 
above and beyond those required by 
the benefit. In 2021, we cared for over 
2,091 beneficiaries and their families, 
provided $230K in charitable care, and 
tapped into 15,781 volunteer hours - 
all to ensure each person in our com-
munity had access to the care they 
needed.

Recent survey research, commis-
sioned by NPHI and conducted by 
SIR and Emergence Creative entitled, 
Views and Experiences of Aging & 
End-of-Life Care in the US, shows that 
only 31% of people trust the healthcare 
system. The research found, however, 
that hospice stands out as a care that 
patients and their families still trust 
and value. We know that trust is fragile 
and earned over time. Big Bend Hos-
pice is committed to maintaining your 
trust through continued exemplary 
service to our community.

We look forward to continuing to 
work with our colleagues and partners 
at the local, state, and national levels 
to ensure that opportunities for fraud 
and abuse in hospice are eliminated. 
All the while, we intend to continue 
serving as an example of what hospice 
can and should be for those in need.

We thank you for your continued 
support and wish you all the best. 

Bill Wertman, CEO
Big Bend Hospice

Editor’s Note: In full disclosure, The 
Wakulla Sun has supported Big Bend 
Hospice with discounted or free ad-
vertising and the newspaper’s editor 
serves on the BBH Advisory Council 
for Wakulla.

Article on R.H. Carter was well done

LETTERS FROM READERS

Calendar of upcoming events for the week of Dec. 22
On the Horizon

� ursday, December 22
• Christmas with Aaron & Friends – mix, 
mingle & dance with live music at Palaver 
Tree Th eater, 50 Shadeville Road. at 7 p.m. 
$25 per person.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin 
Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m.  at New Posh, 3709 
Crawfordville Hwy. Packages available for 
$12. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night 
will be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville. Th ere will be concessions and 
raffl  es.

Saturday, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE

Sunday, December 25
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Monday, December 26
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 

Center from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. All ability levels 
are welcome; wear comfortable clothing. Any 
questions can be directed to Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• Hatha yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and at 6 p.m. 
Packages available for $12 at New Posh, 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838.

Tuesday, December 27
• Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m.
• Yin Yoga with Nellie at 10:30 a.m. and Flow 
Yoga at 6 p.m. Packages available for $12 at 
New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. Please 
RSVP email at newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, December 28
• A Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the Wakulla Senior Center.

Buckhorn News
By ETHEL SKIPPER

The good news of Christmas is 
about the birth of Jesus the Messiah, 
the son of God. It is also about family – 
husband and wife, father and mother, 
ordained by God.

God sent His son Jesus to live with 
godly parents who were to committed 
to live in a manner pleasing to God. 
Although there are no perfect families, 
let us do what we can to encourage 
and help one another live close to God’ 
ideal for the family. 

God blesses the family that lives by 
His word. For every relationship there 
are responsibilities in the Scripture 
outlined for our learning. It is good to 
know that God does have a plan and 
purpose for the family in a world where 
family has tended to be redefined.

God created the family. He knows 
what makes a healthy marriage and 
family. The church must return to 
God’s word and His plan for the family.

The good news of the season is it 
brings families together at a time they 
can sit at the dinner table and eat to-
gether. I was reminded of last Christ-
mas 2021 and the conversation was 

not about the food. There was a need 
to talk about the family. 

Christmas brings a Christ-like spir-
it, everyone is called to proclaim the 
Gospel in both word and deed.

John 3:16 For God so loved the 
world that He gave his only begotten 
son that whosever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life.

The people God used for introduc-
ing His son into the world were all sin-
cerely devoted to God. God uses people 
who are devoted to Him to accomplish 
His purpose in the world.

To be used by God for His glory in 
service to Jesus Christ and in Christ-
like ministry to others, it is essential 
that we be sincerely devoted to God.

Our prayers and concern goes out 
to all the sick and shut-in, those in 
hospitals, nursing homes, prison, the 
homeless –those that lost loved ones 
and family members.

Our Sopchoppy area was hit by a 
tornado last week. Our prayers go out 
to the Lawhon family. 

And let us thank God for his son Je-
sus and bless his name.
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ MARY FLETCHER
RETIRED

“Miracle on 34th 
Street.”

SANTA 
TOY MAKER

“A Christmas 
Story.” 

Polled at Azalea Park Small Business Saturday Event with 87 Booths

JOHANNA REAMS
COORDINATOR OF SMALL 

BUSINESS SATURDAY

“The Grinch.” “National 
Lampoon’s 
Christmas 
Vacation.”

NIKKI STEVENSON
FACE PAINTER/ARTIST

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

JAY JAY MORGAN
JAY JAY’S PEANUTS & 

NOVELTIES

“Frosty The 
Snowman and 

It’s A Wonderful 
Life.”

What is your favorite Christmas movie?

Sheri� ’s Report

Library News – Dec. 22

Sheriff’s Report for 
Dec. 9-15.

FRIDAY, DEC. 9

• Deputy Ernesto Tru-
jillo responded to the 
area of 159 Landfill Rd. 
In reference to an exca-
vator on fire. Upon arriv-
al Deputy Trujillo made 
contact with the Head of 
Wakulla Road & Bridge, 
Mike King, who said the 
Caterpillar Excavator 
was a total loss. King 
advised the estimated 
value of the machine 
was over $300,000. 
Wakulla Fire & EMS ad-
vised there was no foul 
play suspected. 

• During a traffic stop 
conducted for tag at-
tached not assigned, 
Gabriel Tilley and Dylan 
Gil were allegedly found 
to be in possession of 

marijuana, metham-
phetamine, and oth-
er narcotic equipment. 
Both subjects were ar-
rested and transported 
to WCSO Jail without 
incident. Deputy Dylan 
Causseaux investigated. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 10

• Brian Milam re-
ported the theft of one 
of his game cameras. 
The camera sent a last 
photo to his phone as it 
was being taken. A pos-
sible suspect has been 
identified. This case has 
been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. 
Deputy Arturo Cordoba 
investigated. 

• A manager of Winn 
Dixie reported a theft 
from the store. Deputies 
responded to the area 
attempting to locate a 

male subject who ran 
from the store with un-
paid merchandise. The 
subject reportedly fled 
with approximately $60 
in steaks. This case has 
been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. 
Deputy Rudolph Hinson 
investigated.

MONDAY, DEC. 12

• Lt Gibby Gibson re-
sponded to Stuart Cove 
reference a stolen tag. 
Contact was made with 
John Towles, who said 
he received multiple un-
paid traffic tolls in New 
York City. Towles stated 
the tag went missing in 
2018 during Hurricane 
Michael. John was pro-
vided a stolen tag form. 
The tag was placed into 
FCIC/NCIC as stolen.

• Deputy Heather 
Will responded to Koch 
Street reference a theft. 
Contact was made with 

Cathy Pemberton, who 
said someone had stolen 
the 75-gallon fresh and 
grey water tank off of 
her RV. The water tank 
is valued at $375. A pos-
sible suspect has been 
identified in this case. 

• Deputy Anthony 
Paul responded to a ve-
hicle fire at Beechwood 
and Maple Dr. The vehi-
cle, a 1997 Jeep Chero-
kee, was deemed to be a 
total loss. No foul play is 
suspected in the case.

TUESDAY, DEC. 13

• Deputy Michelle 
Stripling responded to 
Walden Road in refer-
ence to a theft of a cell 
phone. Upon arrival 
Barbra Walden advised 
she had left her cell 
phone in her car while 
she was not at home. 
Walden said when she 
got home her cell phone 
was missing. Walden 
was able to identify two 
possible suspects. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 15

• Deputy Kory Smith 
responded to Bettywood 
Circle in reference to a 
possible structure fire. 
Upon arrival Depu-
ty Smith made contact 
with Margaret Cope, 
who said the hot water 
heater on her camper 
caught on fire. Cope ad-
vised she was able to ex-
tinguish the fire with a 
water hose. Wakulla Fire 
& EMS arrived on scene 
and advised there were 
no signs of foul play. 

• Deputy Kory Smith 
responded to Rail Lane 
in reference to a possi-
ble disturbance. Upon 
arrival Deputy Smith 
made contact with Julie 
Merritt, who said some 
subjects pulled up in the 
yard and started throw-
ing things and yelling. 
Upon further investi-
gation one of the sub-
jects, Chrystal Lapine, 
was found to have active 
warrants out Georgia. 
Lapine was taken into 
custody and transported 

to the Wakulla County 
Jail.

• Lila Porter report-
ed being the victim of a 
fraud. She was contacted 
by a male who identified 
himself as Jose, work-
ing for DirectTV. Porter 
provided Jose with her 
credit card number after 
being advised she would 
receive $25 off her next 
bill. Shortly after the call 
was disconnected Porter 
began receiving similar 
calls. Porter advised she 
realized she had been 
scammed. Porter made 
contact with her credit 
card company, and she 
was advised at the time 
of this report no charges 
have been made against 
her credit card. The card 
was locked and a new 
card will be sent to Por-
ter. Deputy Dustin Mat-
thews investigated.

Please remember to 
always report suspicious 
or illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Thursday, December 22
Entry Level Radio Technician Class 
5:30pm
Friends of the Library General Meet-
ing 6pm
Wakulla Democratic Executive Com-
mittee 6:30pm
Friday, December 23
 CLOSED
Saturday, December 24

 CLOSED
Monday, December 26
No Programs Today
Tuesday, December 27
No Programs Today
Wednesday, December 28
Knitting Group 4pm
Thursday, December 29
Entry Level Radio Technician Class 
5:30pm
Friday, December 30

 CLOSED
Saturday, December 31
 CLOSED

 
IT’S YOUR LIFE!

Memoir writing class coming in 
January!

AFTER HOURS SPEAKER SERIES

The Wakulla County Public Library 
is seeking speakers for a new program 
series.  This will be an evening, adult 
program.  We are seeking speakers on 

topics such as science, nature, his-
tory, health, safety, finance, the hu-
manities, etc.  If you are interested 
in speaking at one of these evening 
programs, please fill out our interest 
questionnaire at https://forms.gle/
Rt4B95toyWpp5Gys8.

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

• Friday, December 23rd and Sat-
urday, December 24th for Christmas 

• Friday, December 30th and Sat-
urday, December 31st for New Year’s

COMMUNITY NEWS

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Providing Insurance & 
Financial Services

Agent Bus: 850 745 2148 
23 Azalea Drive Unit A, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Kiersten Smith 

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Wakulla Station News
By VERNA BROCK

Christmas is quickly approaching, 
with all of its traditions and joy. Ha-
nukkah is in full swing, and Kwan-
zaa will begin on December 26th. 
This is such a happy season, filled 
with introspection and  celebration. 
I hope each and every reader has a 
time to reflect on the passing year, 
while looking forward to the promise 
of the new one. 

There are so many hymns, old 
and new, that move our spirits, but 
a favorite of mine is “It Came Upon 
A Midnight Clear” with its message 
of peace and hope. One of the last 

verses says,” When peace shall o’er 
all the earth, its ancient splendors 
fling, and the whole world give back 
the song, which now the angels sing” 
conjures a worthy vision of what and 
who we as people can become. May 
our coming year be filled with peace 
for people everywhere.

We at the Wakulla United Method-
ist church will be having a Christmas 
Eve service this coming Saturday, at 
6 p.m. Everyone is welcome to join 
us for this celebration of the birth of 
Jesus.

Please keep our dear friend Sher-
yl Grimes in your prayers, as well as 
her family, as she is transitioning 

from this realm to the next. Also in 
need of our prayers are the families 
of Mike Carter, R.H. Carter, and Lucy 
West as they face their first Christ-
mas without their beloved family 
members. Linda Dunwoody and Sue 
Austin continue to need prayer as 
they deal with serious and chronic 
conditions.

On a sad note, my Mamacita left 
this earthly plane late last Saturday 
evening, after a long, and character-
istically fierce, battle with Parkin-
son’s disease. Alice Swanson was the 
feistiest, bravest person I have ever 
known, and I have always done my 
best to be as fearless as the example 
she set. The stories I could share! 

Despite barely weighing 85 
pounds, standing all of 4 feet, 81/2 

inches tall in her bare feet (Heaven 
forbid you leave off that half inch!) 
she would rush in where angels 
feared to trod. No one ever intimidat-
ed her, or backed her down. Shake-
speare has a line in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, “And though she be 
but little, she is fierce...” which de-
scribes Alice perfectly.

Because of her diminutive size, 
medical diagnoses often came back 
“borderline this” or “borderline that”. 
She finally said we should put  “Here 
lies Alice, she is only borderline 
dead.” on her tombstone. I swear, I 
am tempted to do it. May she rise in 
Glory.

My family and I appreciate your 
prayers during this time, as we ad-
just to life without Alice in it.
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

If there’s another gun 
show in Tallahassee, you 
know Joe and I will be 
there. Not that we need 
to. Our friends are super 
generous and let us bor-
row their handguns. But 
it’s always interesting and 
informative, especially if 
we avoid coming home 
with anything.

So, we’re plastering our 
noses to the cases, and 
Joe calls: “Marj, there’s a 
Sig Sauer P365 you need 
to see.”

“Joe. We’ve had a 365. 
You thought it had too 
short a grip. Then we 
tried out the 365L. The 
365L did have a longer 
grip, and you liked the 
feel of that one. Finally, 
we got our hands on the 
365 SAS. The SAS model 
was cool because all the 
levers were indented into 
the gun, so nothing would 
snag on your pocket or 
in your purse. We ended 
up not liking the SAS be-
cause it was so difficult 
to break down. Those 
indentations, which were 
supposed to make the 
gun better caused it to be 
more difficult to use after 
all. So, no, Joe. We don’t 
need another 365!”

“Marj, you got to see 
this. It’s different.”

Grumble grumble. 
Okay, so it’s another 

Sig Sauer 365. So what?
I pick it up. The grip fits 

really nicely. I like it. Joe 
likes it. A lot.

“Is this the only grip 
size?” I ask. 

“No. This P365XCA-9-
COMP comes with three 
different-sized back-

straps,” the seller says. 
“This is the medium-sized 
one.”

I have a small hand. 
Joe’s is a lot larger. The 
365’s beavertail sinks 
right into the soft skin 
between thumb and in-
dex finger. The beavertail 
and the weight of the gun 
make your hand ride nice 
and high on the grip. Good 
for control and accuracy. 
Indentations for thumb 
and area below the index 
finger further make this 
grip extremely comfort-
able.

“Yes, okay. It fits nicely 
into my hand. Give me a 
better selling point.” Gun 
lust and a good grip are 
not nearly enough reason 
to covet another handgun.

“It’s a small carry gun.”
“You have a small carry 

gun.” I’m not impressed 
with that argument.

“It’s a 9mm handgun.”
“You have a 9mm hand-

gun!”
“It holds 17 rounds. 

Seventeen!” he repeats to 
keep my attention.

“Sure.” Do we believe 
that?

He pops out the mag-
azine. This tiny gun with 
the narrow grip top really 
does hold 17 rounds. Re-
ally. It’s double-stacked 
in a zig-zag pattern which 
allows for that narrow top.

Hmm. I look at the 
sights. Holding my hand 
over the rear sights, I see 
they glow. Tritium. The 
front sight is tritium also, 
but it has a bright green 
circle around it. These are 
called “XRAY3 day/night 
sights. Easy to acquire a 
fast sight picture.

“Now, that’s pretty cool. 
But you don’t like strik-
er-fired guns.”

“I do like Sigs. The 
P320 is an excellent gun. 
It’s striker-fired too. Be-
sides, most Sigs are ham-
mer-fired. Sig is a great 
company, whether their 
guns are hammer or strik-
er-fired.

And see how small this 
is? It’s only 5.2-inches tall. 
With an overall length of 
6.6 inches, its barrel is 
3.1 inches. At 1.1 inches 

wide and at 21.5 ounces, 
yes, it’s a good carry gun. 

Did you notice the flat 
trigger? I like flat triggers.

Check out the two large 
oval shaped ports on the 
top of the slide. Sig calls 
this an integrated com-
pensator. It’s supposed 
to reduce the muzzle flip 
and make it so follow-up 
shots are faster and more 
accurate. 

And while you’re look-
ing at the slide, see the 
two screws in front of the 
rear sights? These un-
screw and a rectangular 
plate comes off so you 
can mount a red dot sight. 
Sig calls this an ‘updated 
optics mounting system.’ 
Yep. I like this gun.”

Drat! I can tell this gun 
is coming home with us. 
As luck would have it, 
Joe just happened to have 
brought along a gun he’s 
been trying to trade. The 
seller is happy to make 

a deal.
“What’s the first thing 

we do with a new gun?” 
Joe asks me when we re-
turn home.

“Duh. Clean it. But how 
hard is it to break down?” 
I ask. People often don’t 
take into account field-
stripping their guns. Some 
are a real bother.

He shows me by locking 
the slide back. Then he 
moves the takedown lever 
90 degrees. After that, he 
moves the slide off the 
lower. Easy. That’s good.

Once it’s cleaned, we’re 
off to the range.

It’s always good to have 
a gun feel right in your 
hands; it’s another thing 
to shoot it well. This is 
why people always say: 
“try before you buy.”

So, does Joe regret this 
admitted impulse buy?

We rate guns on a 1-5 
scale. When we give a “1” 
it means it is easy and we 

like it. When we give a “5” 
it means it is difficult and 
we do not like it.

Joe shoots first.
“Okay, Joe. How is the 

trigger pull? Is it hard to 
pull back?”

“No. It’s not the easiest, 
but it’s easy. I’ll give it a 2,” 
says Joe.

“How far did the trigger 
travel before the gun went 
off?”

“I’ll give travel a 2 as 
well. Not far.”

“How much recoil?” 
Most people want to know 
how much kick to expect.

“I’ll give that a 2 as well. 
The kick isn’t bad at all.”

“And how do you like 
the grip?”

“Now that I’ve put the 
large backstrap on, I give 
it a 1. It feels just right.”

With my smaller frame, 
I expect different results.

However, even with the 
large backstrap, I still like 
the feel of the grip.

I aim and squeeze the 
trigger.

Blam!
Joe’s right about that 

trigger pull. It’s an easy 
2. So is the trigger travel. 
Kick is a 2 as well. And, 
even though I’d prefer 
the small backstrap, that 
bigger grip is really good.

What’s this new P365 
good for?

As Graham Baates says 
on The Truth About Guns: 
“I know most folks carry a 
small subcompact or mi-
cro-compact gun, but take 
a larger gun to training 
courses IF they even train 
at all. The P365 XMACRO 
is comfortable enough for 
training while still slim 
enough to use as a carry 
gun.”

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

While at that gun show...

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.
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Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
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2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
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Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

A couple of photos this week from retired Wakulla Springs 
State Park Ranger Bob � ompson, on his weekly wildlife 

survey at the park last week, an American Coot, above, and 
an alligator, below.
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Thank you to Bob Asz-
talos for the following 
article.   

The staff of the Florida 
Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs Clifford Chester 
Sims State Veterans Nurs-
ing Home threw a great 
100 year birthday party 
for Jean Strickland.  Jean 
served in the U.S. Coast 
Guard in World War II. 
Thanks to Coast Guards-
men from the Eastern 
Shipbuilding Group of 
Panama City, Stations 
Panama City and Destin, 
and the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary for making her 
day special. Mike Fitz-
gerald and Bob Asztalos 
represented the Auxiliary.  
In total, there were about 
15 Coastguardsmen in 
uniform

Jean grew up on the 
west coast and served in 
the United States Coast 
Guard during WWII as a 
telephone operator. 

Here is some back-
ground on the SPAR pro-
gram.  Jean was really a 
trendsetter based on this 
history.  There were only 
20,000 SPARS so I bet she 
is one of only a few left. 

The Women’s Reserve 
of the U. S. Coast Guard 

Reserve program (officially 
nicknamed the “SPARs”), 
was first established 
in 1942.  LCDR Doro-
thy Stratton transferred 
from the Navy WAVES 
to serve as the director 
of the SPARs.  A total of 
978 women officers and 
11,868 enlisted wom-
en served in the SPARs 
during World War II.

YN3 Dorothy Tuttle 
became the first SPAR 
enlistee when she enlisted 
in the Coast Guard Wom-
en’s Reserve on December 
7, 1942.

SPAR Harriet Radlay 
(later Winter) became the 
first female Quartermas-
ter in either the WAVEs 
or the SPARs.

ENS Vera Hammer-

schlag became the first 
female commanding offi-
cer of a LORAN monitor-
ing station on February 
24, 1944, when she took 
command of Unit 21 at 
Chatham, Massachusetts.

Christine Valdez, a na-
tive of Utah, enlisted in 
the SPARS on 8 Nov 1943 
and is the first known 
Hispanic female serv-
ing in Coast Guard uni-
form.  She served the Se-
attle SPAR Barracks as a 
Pharmacist Mate 3C. The 
Coast Guard permanently 
opened active duty enlist-
ments to women in 1974.

In 1945 the first five 
African-American females 
entered the SPARs: Olivia 
Hooker, D. Winifred Byrd, 
Julia Mosley, Yvonne 

Cumberbatch, and Aileen 
Cooke.

In 1945 SPAR Marjorie 
Bell Stewart was award-
ed the Silver Lifesaving 
Medal by CAPT Dorothy 
Stratton, becoming the 
first SPAR to receive the 
award. 

The Women’s Reserve 
of the U. S. Coast Guard 
Reserve (SPARs) was inac-
tivated on July 25, 1947.

Happy Birthday to 
Jean!

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember safe 
boating is no accident!

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.t.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component of 
the U.S. Coast Guard and 
supports the Coast Guard 
in nearly all mission areas. 
The Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

Jean Strickland, who 
served in the U.S. Coast 
Guard during World War 
II, is presented with re-

gonition of service at her 
100th birthday, above; 
and with members of 

Coast Guard, left.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 
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City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Side mount diving (continued)

When the spring cleared my instructor and I went 
to the surface and had a little talk about how I feel 
with the different gear on and commended me on 
my buoyancy. We then discussed my fin use and 
how the typical flutter kick is not a good means of 
propulsion especially when it comes to diving in a 
high silt area such as a cavern or cave and she went 
on to say that I should not use it when in open wa-
ter including the ocean. It is a lot of wasted energy 
for very little forward motion. So she explained to 
me the proper technique of the frog kick. Here is 
where the entertainment started at least for her. She 
demonstrated the frog kick and then I attempted to 
do the same but with no good results. Like many 
other divers I have always used the flutter kick 
because that’s all I was ever taught, I mean when I 
was very young I was inspired by the TV show called 
Sea Hunt starring Lloyd Bridges as Mike Nelson and 
they used the flutter kick so that’s how I was trained 
in fact anyone who learned to dive back then and 
even today uses the flutter kick.

Needless to say I was struggling with it. The 
hardest part for me is keeping my knees bent at 
a 90 degree up angle while keeping my body in a 
horizontal position. There were times when I would 
get the right combination and propel myself a good 
distance under water. Unfortunately those were few 
and far between. 

So I spent hours under water trying to get it right. 
When she saw how frustrated I was getting with 
myself we went to the surface to talk. At the surface 
she would give me the positive of what I was doing 
and go through again what I needed to work on. 
Because of my frustration in me and disappoint-
ment she wanted to show me another skill I would 
need and that is the ability to unhook the rear clip 
of one of my tanks and swing it forward and hold it 
in front of me like you would an underwater scooter 
and swim then reattach it back on the harness. She 
demonstrated it, swam a ways then hooked it back 
on her harness. She made it look so effortless and 
smooth. My brain said piece of cake but forgot to 
remind me that she has been diving side mounts 
for 26 years (mistake).

Now it was my turn, she said not to worry about 
my frog kick but to stay away from the bottom and 
try it with my normal kicking. I descend and took my 
left tank bottom clip off the harness while swimming; 
I need to tell you it was going fine to this point. After 
I unhooked it and started to lift the tank in front 
of me that’s when it went crazy and I mean crazy. 

A little physics here that when you remove half of 
the weight and try to put it in front of you the other 
half of the weight will take over and since the other 
tank with the extra 5lb block lead weight is solely 
on my left side I rolled to my left uncontrollably and 
not only did I revert back but so far back I let the 
other tank go and started to dog paddle my way to 
the surface. 

By the way my tank I let go was still clipped to 
the top D ring of my harness so at no time were 
any tanks harmed or lost but I looked and felt like 
a complete idiot. My instructor had to help me back 
to the surface and swim over to the rock ledge.

After we laughed for a few minutes she said for 
me to try it at the surface while swimming, it worked 
a little better only because I had inflated my rig 
and the air on my left side helped hold me more 
horizontal. 

We kept trying to get my frog kick and position 
a little more and then it was getting late so we un-
hooked the tanks and headed back to our vehicles. 
We spent 7 and half hours in the water that day. 
There’s more to come in Emerald Springs the next 
day. 

Keep the bubbles flowing.
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Say yes to God

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

The angel appeared, 
and then he was gone 
– but his brightness lin-
gered. Mary would re-
member His unexpected 

announcement forever: 
“Behold, you will con-
ceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. He 
will be great and will 
be called the Son of the 
Most High” (Luke 1:31-
32 ESV).

Wow! Mary, a young 
virgin, probably around 
15 years old, would con-
ceive by the Holy Spirit 
and give birth to the Son 
of God! 

W i t h  o n e  b e -
yond-imaginable visita-
tion, Mary’s life catapult-
ed in a new direction. 
Even with questions 

and uncertainties swirl-
ing in her head, Mary 
answered Gabriel (and 
God): “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let 
it be to me according to 
your word” (Luke 1:38 
ESV).

Such an inspiring re-
sponse. 

But what if Mary had 
responded differently 
and said, “I’m humbled 
by your offer, Gabriel, 
but I’d rather not”? Who 
would’ve blamed her for 
wanting a life free from 
scandal and the un-
known? Or one with an 
easier, more predictable 

path?
If Mary had rejected 

Gabriel’s message, how 
would her refusal have 
affected her life, Joseph’s 
life, and the lives of fu-
ture generations? 

Let’s bring it closer to 
home: How often do we 
say no when we sense 
God leading us in a dif-
ferent direction? When 
He wants to do the unex-
pected, beyond-imagin-
able in (and for) us? How 
often do we allow our 
own agendas or fear to 
rob us of what could be 
an amazing life-changing 
moment? Not to mention 

the full repercussions of 
how these choices might 
affect the lives of future 
generations.

Instead of saying no, 
ponder what God might 
do each time you say 
yes.

What if, the next time 
we feel God guiding us 
in a new direction, we 
respond with faith like 
Mary’s? A faith that re-
fuses to focus on the 
“Hows?” and “What ifs?” 
The type of faith that 
understands who we are 
– servants of the Lord. 
And Who we serve – our 
Creator, the Almighty 

God, the King of kings.
Let’s ask God to give 

us the faith to trust His 
wisdom so we, too, will 
say, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let 
it be to me according to 
your word.” Then we can 
experience everything He 
has planned for us.

His beyond-imagin-
able plan. 

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the 
blog, www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect 
with her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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If we only believe

By CHERYL CRUCE

It is the Christmas 
season, and a winter 
chill has decided to greet 
the deep south with a 
blanket of frost. Afghans 
decorate couches and 
recliners for warmth as 
fireplaces push back 
the cold. Children are 
excited about the jolly 
ole elf who magically de-
livers the best toys un-
derneath the Christmas 
tree. 

Christmas is a time 

of excitement and good 
cheer. As a child, I 
would watch my Mom 
put together a silver 
Christmas tree, each 
limb fitted into place 
and decorated with red 
balls. As a final touch, 
a red, green, yellow, and 
blue light rotated be-
neath the tree, reflecting 
the colors of the sea-
son. Butterflies would 
churn in my stomach 
as I awaited the magi-
cal morning when the 
gifts would appear. I 
remember lying in my 
bed, unable to sleep, as 
I listened for the sound 
of reindeer on the roof-
top. I am amazed at how 
quickly my childhood 
passed by. 

The silver Christmas 
tree with rotating light 
remains an essential 

decoration in my home 
today. It is a childhood 
memory I have held 
onto. The red orna-
ments faded over the 
years and have been re-
placed with newer ones. 
The meaning of Christ-
mas has also changed. 
I no longer listen for the 
reindeer hooves on my 
rooftop. Nonetheless, I 
still have the desire to 
receive that special gift 
underneath the tree. I 
have grown through the 
years of telling my chil-
dren that Santa Claus 
would soon be here. I 
used to enjoy the ex-
citement in their eyes 
as they found it hard to 
sleep. I miss those days 
with them; however, I 
enjoy watching them 
share the magic with my 
grandchildren. 

So goes the seasons 
of life; it changes so 
quickly. I would love to 
have one more Christ-
mas with my mom and 
dad or one more day 
with my children under-
foot. Yet we cannot go 
back to yesterday. We 
can look forward to to-
morrow, to a time when 
all longing will cease. In 
the scripture, we learn 
of a time when King Da-
vid and Bethsheba lost a 
child. King David knew 
he could not bring his 
son back to this world; 
David’s response to his 
grief was to prepare his 
heart for the day when 
all longing would end (2 
Samuel 12:14-3). 

In this lies our hope 
as well, the preparation 
of our hearts. We cel-
ebrate Christmas with 

a tree, gifts, and good 
cheer. However, the 
most incredible gift giv-
en was laid in a man-
ger made of stone. King 
David could not bring 
his son back to life, yet 
generations later, a son 
would be born, bringing 
eternal life to all who 
believe. When we cele-
brate the birth of Jesus, 
we celebrate the end 
of all longing. We cele-
brate a kingdom where 
all sadness and grief 
subside. We observe an 
eternal life where the 
hope, peace, joy, and 
love of advent are end-
less. Christmas is a time 
of preparing our hearts 
to meet those that have 
gone before us. 

Jesus, the baby, born 
at Christmas, grew to 
be a man who became 

a great teacher, spend-
ing three years of His 
life sharing the Kingdom 
of God. The seasons of 
His life changed as well. 
His life, death, and res-
urrection prepares us 
for eternal life if we only 
believe. And that is the 
constant that remains 
every Christmas season. 

Isaiah 9:6 For unto 
us a Child is born, Unto 
us a Son is given; And 
the government will be 
upon His shoulder. And 
His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

Quite frankly, I do not 
believe in luck in any 
degree. Once in a while, 
I will say it, but I don’t 
believe it. Luck has no 
place in my wallet.

Sometimes things 
happen that you can’t 
plan for, which turns 
out to be rather good. 
Luck has nothing to do 
with it.

This past week my 
granddaughter went to 
the hospital on a Tues-
day morning to have her 
first baby.

The day was busy for 
me. On the other side 
of town, I visited some-
body in the hospital. I 
stopped at my bank to 
do a little bit of busi-
ness. I also had to pick 
up some office-supplies.

I stopped – don’t let 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage know 
– and got a cup of coffee 
and a delicious Apple 

Fritter. So while munch-
ing on this forbidden 
fruit, I looked at my 
watch and saw that 
it was a little after 3 
o’clock.

I thought I might 
have time to stop at the 
hospital and check on 
my granddaughter to 
see how she was doing.

I didn’t have to think 
very long along this line, 
and as I pulled out of 
my Apple Fritter palace, 
I decided to go to the 
hospital on the other 
side of town.

The traffic was terri-
ble at 3 o’clock in the 
afternoon, and I almost 
decided to go home. 
But, “as luck would 
have it,” I decided to 
continue to the hospital.

Arriving at the hos-
pital, the parking lot 
was so full that it took 
me some time to find a 
parking space. Finally, 
I found a place and 
parked my vehicle and 
headed for the hospital.

I would never say 
this out loud, but some-
times these hospitals 
are almost like psych 
wards. At the front desk 
I introduced myself and 
asked where my grand-
daughter was. They told 
me the floor and room 
number.

I went to the elevator 
and saw a sign that 
said, “Do not enter if 
flashing.” I’m not quite 
sure, but I can’t remem-
ber the last time I did 
any flashing. So very 
cautiously, I got into the 
elevator. Thankfully, I 
was alone.

But how many 4th 
floors can a hospital 
have? I was to go to the 
fourth floor, and they 
gave me the room num-
ber. So I went there, 
and when I walked in, I 
almost dropped over. In 
the bed was a man who 
looked like he was 125 
years old and had every 
physical problem in the 
book. So I gasped and 
then went back to the 
nurse’s desk in panic.

I found out this hos-
pital has two 4th floors, 
and, “as luck would 
have it,” I was on the 
wrong 4th floor.

I had to go down the 
hallway, turn to my 
right, then turn to my 
left and I will find a door 
that would lead me to 
where I wanted to go.

I finally got up to the 
nurse’s desk and asked 

where my granddaugh-
ter would be. Right be-
hind me was a hallway, 
and her room was the 
seventh one on the left.

I knocked on the door 
in full preparation that 
I had the wrong room. 
I was invited in, and 
“as luck would have 
it,” I was at the right 
place, and there was my 
granddaughter.

The new father-to-be 
and his mother were 
there beside her. I joined 
them, and we had a very 
pleasant conversation. I 
thought I would be there 
for 10, maybe 15 min-
utes, and then I would 
leave and go home. It 
was around 4 o’clock, 
so I planned to go home 
for supper.

As the conversa-
tion developed, she 
was ready to have the 
baby anytime. “As luck 
would have it,” I would 
be there and see our 
great-granddaughter 
before my wife would be 
there. She planned to 
be there on Wednesday 
when the baby was due.

The nurse came in, 
and we went out to the 

waiting room to wait for 
the good news.

I  now know why 
they call it the “waiting 
room.” All you can do in 
that room is wait, wait, 
wait. My waiting was 
weighing heavy upon 
my patience.

Over two hours later, 
we received notification 
that she had the baby 
and we could go in.

As we walked down 
the hall to the room, we 
were stopped, and it was 
the wrong baby. There-
fore, we had to go back 
to the “waiting room” 
and wait some more.

Finally, we got an-
other call, and it was 
the right one this time, 
and we went in and 
saw the new baby, my 
great-granddaughter. 
Of all the babies I’ve 
seen, this has to be one 
of the most beautiful.

We all had the priv-
ilege of holding this 
baby, and I was elated 
when it was my turn. I 
now could go home and 
rub this in The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-

age’s face. I got to hold 
our great-granddaugh-
ter before she did. I 
certainly will remember 
this for the rest of my 
life.

Wal lowing in my 
delight about my new 
great-granddaughter I 
could not help but think 
of what Solomon said 
in Proverbs 17:6, “Chil-
dren’s children are the 
crown of old men; and 
the glory of children are 
their fathers.”

Whenever I feel sorry 
for myself because I’m 
getting old, and getting 
old does have a negative 
side, there is the pos-
itive side. If I was not 
as old as I am, I would 
never have seen my 
great-granddaughter.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmai l .com,  websi te 
www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.

As luck would have it

FOLLOW THE SUN.

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR NEWS.

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, December 22, 2022 – Page 9

A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!
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Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts
• Pedigree 

wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

• Dawn dish 
soap

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

OOOOONNONOONO
anklin Countiesanklin Counties

~NOW OPEN~

850-962-8079

Six different � avors of GREAT Margarita!
GREAT Food…GREAT people…GREAT Fun!

We don’t want ALL the Business – but we want YOUR Business
2000 Crawfordville Hwy. – Across from Wal Mart • Sun. – Thurs. 11-9 • Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

We’re 
Making Crawfordville 

      GREAT Again!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 2006. 
More than $1 million has been raised through the 

sale of Florida Realtors “Support Homeowner-
ship for All” specialty license plates, which help 
fund affordable housing programs across Flori-
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to 
teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a 
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All” 
license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go 
toward marketing the plate.

Enacted: 07/01/2014.
The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida 

Sheriffs Association  to develop and provide import-
ant training for members of local sheriff ’s of�ices as 
well as deputies across the state.

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As-
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67 
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925

Tiff any Hartsfi eldTiff any Hartsfi eldTiff any Hartsfi eld
850-566-6656

GOLDEN PROPERTIES
& INVESTMENTS, LLC“Your Big Bend Realtor”

CONTACT ME TO GET STARTED

TiffanyLHarts� eld@gmail.com

LET’S
FIND
A
HOME
TO HANG
YOUR STOCKINGS

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Yaupon Holly
By LYNN ARTZ and SANDY TEDDER 

Yaupon holly (Ilex vomitoria) is one of three 
native hollies at Sopchoppy Depot Park. This 
large, evergreen shrub (or small tree) has 
small, fragrant, white flowers that attract 
bees and butterflies in spring. Yaupon holly 
is most dramatic in the fall and winter when 
female plants sport bright red “berries.” Birds 
eat the fruit and nest in the dense branch-
es. The small, evergreen leaves are not prickly 
like other hollies, and feed the caterpillars of 
Henry’s Elfin butterflies. Yaupon holly grows 
10-25 feet high, does well in varied conditions, 
and tolerates both drought and salt spray. 
Prune this versatile plant into a specimen 
tree or use to create a dense hedge, screen, or 
windbreak. Yaupon hollies form the east and 
west borders of the northern gardens at Sop-
choppy Depot Park.

Izabella Murphy, 3rd grader at Medart Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Stan Wad

Izzy is one of our most helpful Mustangs, especially 
in music class. She is a great leader for classmates 
and encourages others with kind words. We are very 
proud to call Izzy a Medart Mustang!

PK-12
Tutoring / 
Test Prep 

Center
850-745-8036

1626 Ste C Crawfordville Hwy

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT 
SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 
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Section B

and holiday greetings

Dear Santa,

You are so nice. How good have I been? Grandma says I have 
been the best little boy. If I have been a good boy this year, 
could you please get me these things for Christmas? 

A trampoline
A pull up bar (for exercise)!
A book about the military people

Please consider my request.
Warmly,
Martin Valencia
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Here are some of the Letters to 
Santa received this year from the 
Courthouse mailbox.  Thanks to 
Santa’s elf for sharing.

William Snowden, Editor/Publisher
Eric Stanton, Production Manager/IT
Lynda Kinsey, Sales & Marketing
Charity Tumbleson, Reporter
Krystal Sheppard, Circulation
Jessie Smith, Delivery

From Our Family to Yours!

& Happy New Year
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Dear Santa,

This is Makena writing for Alana 
because she’s 3. What Alana 
could like is any toy. She likes 
cocomeron and Minnie Mouse.
From Alana
Thanks

Dear Santa,

For Christmas I would like two things, a black kitten and a 
few new books, please. I’m not sure I’m on the good list this 
year, but I’ve been trying my best to get on it. 
P.S. Some lipgloss would be nice too :)
Sincerly, Aubrey (Bre) Martinez (Heart)

Dear Santa,

Hope you’re feeling well and how’s Mrs. Claus? This year, I 
think that I was good. If I was good this year, can I at least 
have some of these things? One or more sketchbooks, more 
pencils, a laptop if possible, and some horror books which you 
can decide what kinds of hoorror books. That’s all I would like 
for Christmas this year, please. 
Sincerely, James
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“Let us help you 

     find Your Way 

         Home…”
“Let us help you 

     find Your Way 

         Home…”
(850) 926-9100

3004 Crawfordville Hwy. Crawfordville, FL 32327
www.WPTProperties.com

Happy Holidays From Our Family To Yours

“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 

Happy Holidays From Our Family To YoursHappy Holidays From Our Family To Yours

“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
“Let us help you 
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LEETRAILERSALES.NET
LEETRAILERSTORO.COM

3922 Crawfordville Rd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32305 SAME LOCATION 

FOR 41 YEARS 850 878-0788
Locally Owned and OperatedSALES • PARTS • REPAIRS

Family Owned 
& Operated

We Wish Everyone A Merry Christmas!
*select makes and models*select makes and models

Come check out our End of the Year Inventory Reduction Sale*

Dear Santa,

My name is Jalynn.... I am 4 years old. I have been a very good girl this 
year. I started Pre-K at Medart Elementary and my teacher say I am doing 
very well. I would like a monster truck,  green head phones, an LOL 
doll, pink ride-on Jeep, a Toy Story 4 forky action figure, and a toy story 
bullseye action figure.
Love, Jalynn

Dear Santa,

I have been pretty good this year. And would like to get a lot of chocolate. 
And a lot of fidgets. I would like a new bike and I would like it to be blue. 
I would also like cat treats and dog treats for Shadooo (cat) and Lilly (dog)

Dear Santa,

Do you lilke cotton candy? I wonder if 
you know the Easter Bunny. You are very 
handsome, Rudolph.
I don’t know if I have been good this year 
but I tried my best and laughed a lot.
For Christmas, my dad would like a boat, 
and so would I, so we can go fishing. I 
would also like a Snorlaz decorative pillow, 
art supplies, bath bomb or candle making 
kits, and a tablet.
I’m trying to get along with my brothers 
better, I promise. Thank you, Santa.
Leah 
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PARENTS, PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM N THE REVERSE SIDE FOR YOUR C ILD 

TO RECEIVE AN EMAIL FROM SANTA, "' \ . . ) 
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& A Happy New Year to All!!

Merry Christmas   
                and

Happy Holidays
from the Wakulla County School Board 

Robert Pearce, Cale Langston, Laura Lawhon, Melisa Taylor, 
Joshua Brown, Eddie Hand
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From Everyone at The Wakulla County Clerk’s Of� ce 

Stan and the gang wish you a

We look forward to  
     seeing you all soon!

We’ll be here during the Holidays 
with all your favorites! Open from 11 a.m. -9 p.m.

(weather permitting)

Any further south and you’re all wet!

Very Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year and God Bless

850 925-5668
St. Marks

Thank You 
for 27 Years

Come visit us 
and dine under our 

HUGE CHICKEE HUT

from the Wakulla County Constitutional Offi cers
Lisa Craze, Tax Collector; Greg James, Clerk of the Court; Jill Walker, County Judge; Ed Brimner, Property 

Appraiser; Joe Morgan, Supervisor of Elections; Jared Miller, Sheriff; 
Bobby Pearce, Superintendent of Schools (not pictured).

 Happy NewYear! Happy  Happy NewNew Happy  Happy NewNewNewNew Happy & Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy  Happy NewNewNewNewNewNewNewNewNewNewNewNewNewYear!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year!Year! Happy New Happy New&&&&&&&& Happy & Happy &&&&&New&New&&&&New&New&New&New& Happy & Happy &
Merry Christmas

Lisa Craze 
and Staff

Wakulla 
County Tax 
Collector’s 
Office

   Merry    
 Christmas Christmas

and  Happy New Year!

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

Dear Santa,

I would like a remote control voice 
control robot dog. Because I want a 
dog when I gorw up so this whel be 
good prates. Thank you, 
from Teagan 

Dear Santa, 

My name is Roslyn Lee. I am 6 
years old, these are the things I 
want for chrismas
1. the wholl cleshin of doorables
2. a phone
3. mine plush 5
4. mine series-2
5. BenBen cat plush pillow set 3
6. Chrismas-plush-cute and soft 
Rockey the Racoon
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Frances Casey Lowe,P.A.

Lowe Title Services
Real Estate Closings  

 Title Services

As always, client service 
is our top priority!

May Your 
Holidays be 

filled with Peace 
and Joy!!

68-A Feli Way 
Crawfordville 32327    

850-926-8245

from 
sheriff Miller 
and the 
Wakulla 
County 
Sheriff’s 
Offi ce

Wishing 
you a Happy
Holiday Season

Front Row L to R Flynn Ridley, Alyssa King, Lorett a Arnett , Mike Musachio,
Middle Row L to R Linda Hensley, Jeff  Staff ord, Lawana Willis
Back Row L to R Chuck Turner, Robbie Owens, Ed Brimner, 
 Nannett e Watt s, Peyton Bennett 

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS!

ED BRIMNER
CERTIFIED GENERAL APPRAISER, RZ3797

We o� er a variety of 
services including:

Property Management 
Rentals, Sales 

New constructions
On site notary

& Happy New Year

See listings on our website 
www.DebbieLewisRealty.com

1596 Crawfordville Hwy Unit B, 
Crawfordville, Fl. 32327

850-445-3832
or 850-445-1044
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FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun

SCAN ME for electronic 
editions of

Thank you for your 
Friendship and 

Support

God Bless 
America

   850-926-4677
Our current store address is 28 McCallister Road

www.mikesfeedstore.com / Find us on facebook / twitter / instagram

facebook.com/mikesfeeds • twitter.com/mikesfeedstore • instagram.com/mikesfeedstore

  BRANDEN   ~    MIKE   ~   MIKE

& Happy New Year

    THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

     I was walking down the street in my neighbor-
hood today,
And saw all the Christmas lights that were there on 
display
Gleaming thru the window panes, yet the Christmas 
tree’s all
seemed so plain.

Santa’s, reindeer’s and snowman’s I see,
but no Jesus, No Mary, No Joseph
No Nativity.

No cheer, no joy, just coldness on my walk
I looked up with sadness, and said
Jesus we need to talk.

My Lord said, they have forgotten me,
And went about the worlds way,
The children seek a santa,
And the parents fail to pray.

I felt so much brokenness, my heart was in despair,
It’s my Lords birthday,
And no one seems to care.

Christmas is now profaned,
Thru covetousness, greed and gain
wreaths on the door, toys galore!
spoiled children screaming for more!

I want, I want, I want echoes all around!
Christmas tree’s full of presents
but no love to be found!

The least of these, with all the need
your eyes to blind to see!
why won’t you make a difference,
And put yourself under the tree?

The greatest gift, that God did give
You won’t find on a shelf
Nor given out by a santa,
or receive from an elf.

It’s not in silver wrapping paper
It won’t fit in a box any size, large or small
but it is the best gift
desired of them all!

It’s a gift, that is forever, a life without end
Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior
The payment of your sins.

Go and tell it everywhere! to all who will receive,
First you must believe,
Jesus the reason,
We have the Christmas tree.

As I finished my walk, and headed back
Thinking of this world and me,
Knowing I’m a branch
That’s growing from Jesus tree

Thanking God for my CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
His blessed gift to me

Tony Duncan
-All glory to Jesus

Unto us a son is born
Hallelujah!

(formerly published in” Love And Luminaries” 
The International Library of Poetry)

CelinaEvelyn Joe Jason

To All A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year!To All A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year!
Wishing you the gift of love, the gift of peace and 

the gift of happiness during this time of
Wishing you the gift of love, the gift of peace and 

the gift of happiness during this time of
Wishing you the gift of love, the gift of peace and 

the gift of happiness during this time of Celebration

Wakulla County Supervisor of Elections Office

Chuck 
Hess

Quincee 
Messersmith

Ralph 
Thomas

Mike 
Kemp

Fred 
Nichols II

JASON SHOAF
FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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HyperRangeHyperRange

Gear Up for 

Standard eBike survival eBike

the holidays

HyperRange

retrofit kit for

any ebike

TM

$200 off 

when you 

buy 2!

TM

go farther 

with 
HyperRangeTM

OSOcycles.com | 872 Coastal Highway, Panacea, FL 32346 | (850) 701-9400 

Call for Special Holiday Pricing!

(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm •  Sat. 8am - 4pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 12/31/22

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF

We Sell
& Install

TIRES
Carry 

Most Major
Brands

Gift Cards Available

7:00 PM

AT 7:00 PM
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