
By RIDDHI PATEL
Reporter

Panacea has truly 
become home for Mark 
Mitchell and his wife 
Maureen, and though 
they recently retired 
from the organization, 
they have spent years 
working with local 
non-profit organization 
Panacea Waterfronts 
Florida Partnership to 
support their commu-
nity.

In the early 2000s, 
the Mitchells bought an 
ice plant on Hwy 98 in 
Panacea. They owned 
the plant for about 10 
years, initially commut-
ing from Tallahassee.  
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The Mitchells

Mark and Maureen Mitchell at their home in Panacea.
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Mark and Maureen Mitchell were committed to Panacea Waterfronts and improving the community

(850) 926-4466 MV-79758
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   OWNED 
  & OPERATED CrawfordvilleAuto.com

2170 Crawfordville Hwy • Crawfordville, FL 32327
1/4 Mile South of Walmart® & Across from Goodwill

Mon–Fri 7:30–6

IRELLI

EXPIRES 07/03/22. Not valid with other promotions or offers. 
Valid only at Crawfordville Auto & Tire. Must have coupon.

CRAWFORDVILLE AUTO & TIRE

FREE
Brake Inspection

Most Cars & Light Trucks

CRAWFORDVILLE AUTO & TIRE

EXPIRES 07/03/22. Not valid with other promotions or o�ers. 
Valid only at Crawfordville Auto & Tire. Must have coupon.

A/C SERVICE SPECIAL!

•Evacuation and Recharge 
•Freon is $15 per lb.

Plus Freon

$4995
We want to create 

a worry-free car care 
experience for you.

FULL-SERVICE 
 AUTO REPAIR

Crawfordville Auto Repair & Tires • Crawfordville Auto Repair & Tires • Crawfordville Auto Repair & Tires • Crawfordville
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Expanded space for furniture in 
adjacent building. 

We have a variety of always 
changing new & used items:

Fishing Supplies, Kitchen Items, 
Gift Items, Movies, CDs, Tools, 
Knives, Tasers, Knickknacks, 
Sheets, Toys, Games, Pop-its, 
Clothes, Shoes, Purses, Baby 
Items, Jewelry, Belt Buckles, 

Furniture, and more...

Ray’sRay’sRay’s
Thrift Store

9 A.M - 6 P.M.  
Monday - Saturday

27-A&B Azalea Dr. 
(behind Pizza Hut and CVS)

850-745-6906
facebook.com/raysthriftstore

Not your Typical Thrift Store!

Legal Background and Service:     
Currently serving as General Counsel and Assistant 

Second Judicial Circuit which includes Wakulla County 

Since 1992 serving as an Assistant State Attorney, 

helping to keep our community safe by prosecut-

ing those who have committed crimes.

• Over 100 jury trials in both the criminal and civil     

divisions of the court. 

EDDIE EVANS:
 PROVEN EXPERIENCE AND SERVICE

Email: EvansForJudge22@gmail.com
Social: Facebook.com/Eddie Evans for Wakulla Judge
Website: www.EddieEvansForWakullaJudge.com

Paid by Eddie Evans for Wakulla County Judge, Group One.

•

 

Served 20 years on the Sopchoppy City Council. Also, served as a member of 
the Sopchoppy Volunteer Fire Department. Currently serving as a deacon in his 
church.

•

 

30 year member of the Florida Bar, as well as a 

member of the Bar of the Supreme Court of the   

United States, and the Bar of the United States   
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The Wakulla Sun Monthly is a free paper delivered to every address in Wakulla County. 
The Wakulla Sun is a new, locally owned weekly newspaper. Copies are available at boxes around 
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The Sun Monthly is published monthly by The Wakulla Sun at 12 Arran Rd., Crawfordville FL 32327.  
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By GREG GAST
 

This is one of life’s 
great truths, but once 
we truly know that life 
is difficult – once we 
truly understand and 
accept it – then life is 
no longer difficult. 

Because once it is 
accepted, the fact that 
life is difficult no lon-
ger matters.

In my private prac-
tice I see that most 
people don’t see this 
truth that life is diffi-

cult.  
Most people moan 

more or less incessant-
ly about the enormity 
of their problems, their 
burdens, and their dif-
ficulties in life, as if life 
should be easy. 

Life is a series of 
problems. The ques-
tion is do we want to 
moan about them or 
solve them?  

Discipline (Think-
ing) is the basic toll 
required to solve life’s 
problems. Without it 
you can’t solve any-
thing in life. 

With some discipline 
you can only solve 
some problems. With 
total discipline you can 
solve all problems. 

Life is difficult be-
cause you have to 
confront and process 
problems and this is 
often painful. 

Life is an endless se-
ries of problems and is 

always full of pain and 
joy. 

Yet it is this pro-
cess of dealing with the 
problems of life that 
gives life its meaning. 

If we never suffer we 
would never learn. It 
helps us to grow. 

Ben Franklin said 
it best, “Those things 
that hurt, instruct.” 

The wiser of us learn 
not to dread but actu-
ally welcome problems 
and the pain of those 
problems because they 
profit from them.

Unfortunately, most 
of us are not so wise.  
Fearing the pain in-
volved most attempt to 
avoid problems. 

We procrastinate, 
hoping they will go 
away. 

We ignore, forget, or 
pretend they don’t ex-
ist. 

We attempt to get 
out of them rather than 

suffer through them. 
This tendency to 

avoid problems and 
emotional suffering is 
the primary basis of all 
human mental illness. 

Some people go to 
extraordinary lengths 
to avoid their problems 
and sufferings looking 
for an easy way out. 
They build elaborate 
fantasies in which to 
live, sometimes to the 
exclusion of reality. 

If we are to be more 
mentally healthy we 
must all learn the ne-
cessity of suffering and 
the value thereof. 

Discipline is the 
ability to experience 
the pain of problems 
constructively. 

Here are the tools:
1. Delay of Grati-

fication: It is the pro-
cess of scheduling the 
pain and pleasure of 
life in such a way as 
to enhance the plea-

sure by meeting and 
experiencing the pain 
first and getting it over 
with. It is the only de-
cent way to live.

2. Acceptance of 
Responsibility: You 
have to accept respon-
sibility for a problem 
before you can solve it. 
You can’t say, ”It’s not 
my problem” or hope 
someone else will solve 
it for you. You have to 
say it is my problem 
and it’s up to me to 
solve it.

3. Dedication to the 
Truth: The self-disci-
pline of truth requires 
far less energy than the 
energy required for se-
cretiveness. The more 
honest one is, the eas-
ier it is to continue be-
ing honest, just as the 
more lies one has told, 
the more necessary it 
is to lie again

4. Balancing: For 
one to have flexibili-

ty and judgment one 
needs balance. The 
less reactive one will 
be. The less anxious, 
guilt ridden, and inse-
cure you will be. It re-
quires “giving up.” It is 
giving up a part of our-
selves so we can ne-
gotiate the curves and 
corners of our lives. 
Personality traits, pat-
terns of behavior, and 
ideologies even whole 
life styles. 

Let me know what 
you think…

  
Send your questions 

to Real Life Counsel-
ing, 3295 Crawfordville 
Hwy., suite #4, Craw-
fordville FL 32327 in 
care of Gregory E. Gast, 
MS, LMHC, NCC. Your 
name will be changed 
and the answer to your 
question will appear in 
an upcoming issue of 
The Wakulla Sun. 

Real life is difficult

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the 
Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

Knowledge and Experience for all of your Real Estate needs!
Need advice about selling or buying? Just call or text – no obligation!

Lionel (850) 284-6961 
lionel7769@gmail.com

Marianne (850) 212-1415 
mad7769@gmail.com

Marianne & Lionel Dazevedo

We are often asked 
What Insurance 
Company We Recommend.
Here are Some Things I would 
Consider when Choosing. 3140 Coastal Hwy., Medart

850-926-6181
Forget About ALL the Advertising! You have been brainwashed with what’s on TV! You’re not 
in good hands. None are good neighbors. They are not on your side. None take better care of 
veterans than others. Some cute lizards lie… And On and On!
The estimates you will get from sending in pictures is not how you want Your Vehicle Repaired! 
Trust me. Dealing with insurance companies is a little like dealing with Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde. The people you deal with in claims are not always the smiling faces that take your money 
each month. So when choosing consider this:
1. LIABILITY! You need enough to cover YOU! Some new vehicles cost over $60,000!                        Hit 

one or two vehicles with only $10,000 worth of liability and you’re in trouble, big time!
2. A $500 deductible may as well be $10,000 if you don’t have it, or can’t get it after a wreck.
3. All insurance companies try and use cheaper used or  Aftermarket (AM) parts to repair 

Your  Vehicle after a wreck… Yes, all of them! They have written it  into your policy with 
misleading statements like “Like Kind & Quality” (LKQ). Or they will guarantee the repairs if 
you agree to use them. If you don’t agree, YOU pay extra! UNLESS you have an Original 
Equipment Manufacturers  (OEM)  ENDORSEMENT on your policy. If you have a  newer 
vehicle and your company will not give you an OEM endorsement, find another company! 
New Aftermarket, is NOT the same as New OEM. Don’t be fooled!

4. Make sure you have rental coverage and you know how it will work if you need it!
     How much is your share? Is there a dollar limit? Is it only for 30 days? A lot of newer vehicles 

have Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS). ADAS systems can often take longer 
than 30 days to repair properly!

Regardless of which insurance company you choose, this information should make a bad 
situation better the first time you need it and not a learning experience for the second time. 

AFTER ALL - ISN’T THAT WHY WE BUY INSURANCE IN THE FIRST PLACE?
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Wednesday, June 1

•The Wakulla County Chamber of Commerce Lunch and 
Learn will be held at the Wakulla County Extension Office 
meeting room from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The educational lun-
cheon will be led by the Wakulla County Fire Rescue - Pre-
vention Division. RSVP by May 25 by calling (850) 926-1848 
or emailing Petra@wakullacountychamber.com.
• An Intermediate Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the senior center.

Thursday, June 2

• A Women’s Discussion moderated by Nikki Barnes and 
Marva Preston will be held at 6:30 p.m. at Palaver Tree The-
ater.

Friday, June 3

• Emancipation Days Event - Sit In Outside Movie Fest: 
A Drive-In Movie Night featuring the movie “Coming to 
America”(1988) will be held at 8 p.m. at Palaver Tree Theater. 
It will be $10 per car.

Saturday, June 4

• The Wakulla Master Gardener Volunteers will hold a Sum-
mer Plant Sale from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Wakulla County 
Extension Office (84 Cedar Avenue). The sale will feature a 
wide variety of ornamental plants (40+) including Blanket 
Flower, Black-eyed Susan, Gingers, Rose of Sharon, and a 
number of different perennial salvias.
Sorry, no vegetables will be available at this time. For ques-
tions, please contact the Wakulla County Extension Office at 
850-926-3931.

Monday, June 6

• The Wakulla Respite Program will be available for anyone 
with a memory impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• The Wakulla Caregiver Support Group will meet at Lake 
Ellen Baptist Church at 12:30 p.m.
• The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners will 
conduct a workshop at 3:30 p.m. at the Commission Cham-
bers to discuss design standards for recreational vehicle 
parks.

• The Board of County Commissioner’s meeting will be held 
in the Commission Chambers at 5 p.m.

Tuesday, June 7

• The Wakulla County Parks Advisory Committee will hold a 
public meeting at 4 p.m. at the Wakulla County Community 
Center, Wakulla Room.

Wednesday, June 8

• An Intermediate Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the senior center.

Thursday, June 9

• The St. Marks City Commission meeting will be held at St. 
Marks City Hall at 6 p.m.
• A Teen Discussion moderated by Jesse Ransom Jr. will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. at The Arcade Room and Teen Center.

Saturday, June 11

• The Salvation Army Saltwater Fishing Tournament will be 
held at Shields Marina in St. Marks.
• The Wakulla Caregiver Support Group will meet at the 
Wakulla County Public Library at 10:00 a.m.

Monday, June 13

• The Wakulla Respite Program will be available for anyone 
with a memory impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• The Sopchoppy City Commission meeting will be held at 
Sopchoppy City Hall at 6:30 p.m.
• The Wakulla County Planning Commission meeting will be 
held in the Commission Chambers at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, June 15

• An Intermediate Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the senior center.

Thursday, June 16

• The Wakulla Chamber of Commerce and Carrabelle Cham-
ber of Commerce will hold a Mix and Mingle event from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Crooked River Grill in Carrabelle. You 
can RSVP with either Chamber of Commerce by June 10.
• The Wakulla County Cancer Support Group will meet in 
the Education Center of the Crawfordville United Methodist 
Church at 7 p.m. This group meeting is for men and wom-
en, regardless of the type of cancer. Spouses, caregivers, and 
friends are welcome. For more information, call 850-926-
6050.

Sunday, June 19
• Juneteenth
• Father’s Day

Monday, June 20

• The Wakulla Respite Program will be available for anyone 
with a memory impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners will 
conduct a workshop at 3:30 p.m. at the Commission Cham-
bers to discuss the Wakulla County Broadband Feasibility 
Study.
•The Board of County Commissioner’s meeting will be held 
in Commission Chambers at 5 p.m.
• The Wakulla County School Board meeting will be held in 
room 106 at the WCSB District Office at 5:45 p.m.

Wednesday, June 22

• An Intermediate Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the senior center.

Friday, June 24

• The Gage Pitman Memorial Rockin’ Reds Fishing Tourna-
ment will begin at Woolley Park in Panacea with a mandato-
ry captain’s meeting. Late registration will be from 5 to 7 p.m. 
The tournament will be June 24-26.

Saturday, June 25

• The Gage Pitman Memorial Rockin’ Reds Fishing Tourna-
ment will held at Woolley Park in Panacea, and the official 
weigh-in station will be from 2 to 5 p.m. The tournament will 
be June 24-26.

Sunday, June 26

• The Gage Pitman Memorial Rockin’ Reds Fishing Tourna-
ment will held at Woolley Park in Panacea, and the official 
weigh-in station will be from 1 to 4 p.m. The tournament will 
be June 24-26.

Monday, June 27

• The Wakulla Respite Program will be available for anyone 
with a memory impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.

Wednesday, June 29

• An Intermediate Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the senior center.

On the Horizon – A monthly calendar 

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifi ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 850-926-6111 • 850-694-3333
Competitive Rates • County Resident • Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals (Including Mobile Homes) • Leon/Wakulla Native
• 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, 

Gadsden, Jefferson & 
Franklin Counties

By JOANN SANDERS

If you’ve ever had 
the misfortune of 
losing a pet, then 
you know what a dis-
tressing experience 

that can be. 
At Wakulla Animal 

Services, we’re here 
to help! A large part 
of our mission is to 
help reunite lost pets 
with their owners, so 
contacting us is an 
important first step 
when you begin your 
search. 

Every animal that 
finds its way to the 
shelter is immediate-
ly scanned for a mi-
crochip, then placed 
in a 5-day stray hold 
while we attempt to 
locate the owner. 

In the event your 

pet is missing, it’s a 
good idea to physi-
cally visit the animal 
shelter and have a 
look around. 

Alternatively, you 
may call the office 
directly, or send a 
message with a pho-
to of your pet to our 
Facebook page. 

Remember, the 
shelter is a busy 
place, so continue to 
check back with us 
for as long as your 
pet is missing! 

In addition to the 
animal shelter, there 
are several local 

Facebook pages that 
have proven invalu-
able in reuniting lost 
pets with their own-
ers, namely “Wakulla 
Pets,” “Wakulla Pets 
Community,” and 
“Wakulla/Leon Miss-
ing and Found Pets.”

Stray pets are 
found every day 
and posted in these 
groups so please be 
sure to utilize so-
cial media in your 
search. 

Finally, you should 
post flyers bearing a 
description of your 
pet at the main en-

trance and exit of 
your neighborhood. 
This is a good way 
to reach those peo-
ple who aren’t online 
but may have seen or 
found your missing 
pet. 

Of course, the 
single best way to 
ensure the safe-
ty of your pet is to 
make sure he’s mi-
crochipped and/or 
wearing a collar with 
your phone number 
before it goes miss-
ing. 

Having your phone 
number on your 

dog’s collar is the 
best way for animal 
control, a neighbor, 
or a passerby to re-
turn your dog to you 
if they should run 
away or get lost. 

Wakulla Animal 
Services is always 
ready to assist you 
in the event you have 
an animal issue or 
emergency. 

You can reach us 
at 850-926-0902. 
Shelter hours are 
Tuesday-Friday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

At the shelter, we try to reunite lost pets with owners
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By JOHN SHUFF and 
SANDI McDANIEL

Peggy Mackin 
passed from our 
world on May 10, 
after being blessed 
by our lord with 87 
years of life. 

She was born and 
raised in East Green-

bush, New York and 
graduated from St. 
Johns Academy. 

Peggy was a emer-
itus board member 
for the Wakulla Se-
nior Citizen Coun-
cil. Peggy had been a 
member of the board 
for as long as any 
of us could remem-
ber and was Chair-
person of the Board 
during the planning 
and construction of 
the Wakulla Trace 
apartments located 
right next door to our 
Senior Center.

Peggy was also 
Chairperson of the 
Senior Citizens 
Council while the 
Center was being 

built. I recall working 
with her during the 
construction of the 
building, as I was the 
general contractor.

 Peggy wasn’t only 
involved with our se-
nior citizens activi-
ties, she was also a 
founding member of 
Habitat for Human-
ity in Wakulla and 
started the Re-Store 
on Shadeville High-
way that raises mon-
ey to help build the 
houses that has al-
lowed so many fami-
lies to get a roof over 
their heads. 

She was a prolif-
ic ticket seller for all 
charitable events. 
Retired Sheriff Da-

vid Harvey has been 
quoted as saying 
that “Peggy could 
sell a dead horse – if 
you saw Peggy com-
ing you needed to get 
your wallet out.”

One Habitat mem-
ber mentioned to 
me that Habitat for 
Humanity would 
not have been here 
in Wakulla without 
Peggy as the driving 
force. 

Habitat for Hu-
manity has built 
one house per year 
for many years, and 
Peggy supervised 
each and every one. 
Peggy’s goal wasn’t 
just to turn the keys 
to the home over to a 

new owner she tried 
to help them under-
stand what it took to 

maintain that home 
and how to man-
age their finances. 
She didn’t just build 
houses, she also 
built homes.

Peggy was also very 
active in her church 
at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Catholic 
Church where she 
served as president 
of the Lady’s Circle 
and the Parish Coun-
cil, again, always or-
ganizing her friends 
to help other people.

Peggy was one of 
those rare people 
that create the fabric 
that changes a mere 
name on the map 
into a community. 

A tribute to Peggy Mackin

Peggy Mackin was a long-
time board member of the 

Senior Citizens Council 
and a founder  of Habitat 
for Humanity in Wakulla 

and its ReStore.

RV RESORT
S W I M M I N G   P O O L
Fami l y  Membersh ip

$100 Month l y
$500 Annua l

850-926-4653
3874 Coasta l  Highway

Crawfordv i l l e

By ED BRIMNER

The June 1st es-
timates of taxable 
values required 
by Florida Statute 
200.065(8), have 
been issued today to 
all taxing authorities 
for Wakulla County. 

These estimates 
are based upon mar-
ket conditions as of 
Jan. 1, 2022, as re-
quired by law and 
provide taxing au-
thorities with infor-
mation they need to 
develop their bud-
gets.

Taxable values 
in Wakulla County 
have increased over 
14%. These estimat-
ed increases to tax-
able value over the 
last year are a result 
of increased prices of 
property in 2021. 

In addition, there 
has been completion 
of commercial proj-
ects and hundreds of 
new homes built and 
sold in 2021.

Your property ap-
praiser’s office will 
continue to refine 
the 2022 proper-
ty values until ap-
proximately July 1st 
when we complete 
the 2022 preliminary 

assessment roll. 
Following the com-

pletion of the assess-
ment roll, our office 
will submit “Official 
Certificates of Tax-
able Values” to all 
taxing authorities 
for their use in de-
termining tax levies 
and rates through 
the public hearing 
process.

Once again, tax-
able values continue 
to move upward, as 
they have over the 
last several years. 

Developers con-
tinue to build new 
homes, prices con-
tinue to increase, 
and sales are hot – 
all of which contrib-
ute to our estimated 
county taxable in-
creases. 

I am unaware of a 
county that has not 
seen a significant in-
crease of their tax-
able values this year. 

It’s important to 
note that while mar-
ket values continue 
to increase signifi-
cantly in many areas 
of the county, the 
“Save Our Homes” 
cap and “Florida 
Amendment One” 
cap will continue to 
moderate the im-
pact to taxpayers as-
sessed values from 
rising market values.

 For 2022, as-
sessed values of 
most continuous 
homesteads es-
tablished in 2021 
or earlier without 

changes, additions 
or improvement to 
the property will be 
capped at 3%.

The gross sum es-
timates provided be-
low do not present 
final numbers.  

Additional details 
on 2022 tax roll val-
ues will be provid-
ed on the July 1st 
certification. The 
real estate and con-
struction industry 
together with tour-
ism, small business 
and agriculture, all 
play a vital role in 
the recovery of our 
local economy and 
the future growth of 
our tax base. 

For the county, 

school board, and 
St. Marks, the 2022 
estimated Taxable 
Values are:

• Wakulla Coun-
ty Board of Coun-

ty Commissioners 
$1,771,232,024

• W a k u l l a 
County School Board 
$2,076,938,134

• St. Marks 

$32,881,364

Ed Brimner is 
Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser.

Estimate of taxable value released
FROM THE PROPERTY APPRAISER’S OFFICE

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Fwma.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

we always need dona-
tions of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food
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Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208Wakulladiving.com
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BC BC BC BC 

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

By SAMANTHA 
KENNEDY

Extension Director

Atlantic hurricane 
season officially begins 
June 1 and experts are 
already predicting a 
busy season. The time 
to prepare for a hurri-
cane is now, before the 
storm is on its way. 
Waiting too long could 
mean not being able 
to secure the neces-
sary supplies needed 
to survive and recover 
from a storm. And with 
the ongoing challeng-
es in the supply chain 
across the country, 
preparing early could 
make a huge differ-
ence.

There are a lot of 
things to think about 
after a disaster and 
it can be overwhelm-
ing. The first priority 
should always be basic 
necessities: food, wa-
ter, and shelter. Make 
sure any structure is 
safe enough for habita-
tion.  If the structure’s 
integrity is compro-
mised, seek alternate 
living arrangements.

Heed all boil water 
notices, if applicable. 
If boiling water is not 
possible, stick to using 
clean, bottled water for 
drinking, food prepa-
ration, and personal 
hygiene. Do not as-
sume that because the 
food in the refrigerator 
is cool to the touch, 
that it is safe to eat.  
Perishable food must 

be kept at or below 
40 degrees Fahrenheit 
to be considered safe. 
If it is uncertain as to 
whether that tempera-
ture was maintained 
while the power was 
out, the food should 
be discarded. Definite-
ly discard any perish-
able food after a power 
outage longer than 4 
hours.

Be careful when as-
sessing damage after 
the storm. Wear stur-
dy shoes and avoid 
wading through flood-
waters. Wear a hat, 
sunglasses, and sun-
screen when out in 
the sun. Drink plen-
ty of clean water and 
maintain energy lev-
els with small, nutri-
ent-dense meals and 
snacks. Damaged tree 
limbs may continue to 
fall after the storm, so 
take heed of potential 
falling debris. Stand-
ing water can harbor 
snakes, fire ants, and 
other potentially dan-
gerous critters, so take 
proper precautions at 
or around puddles or 
floodwater.

Use tools such as 
chainsaws and genera-
tors correctly and prac-
tice proper safety pre-
cautions.  Do not run 
a generator inside and 
store gas cans a safe 
distance from both the 
generator and the liv-
ing space. Allow others 
more skilled with us-
ing a chainsaw to help 
with debris collection 
and removal. If dealing 
with large amounts of 
mold, be sure to wear 
protective clothing and 
the proper respiratory 
mask to avoid contact 
with spores.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
many dishonest people 
take advantage of sit-
uations such as nat-
ural disasters to prey 

on those in need. Be-
ware of people offering 
to help with repairs 
quickly and/or for an 
extraordinarily low 
price. Only hire repu-
table licensed contrac-
tors, even if that means 
having to wait for ser-
vices. The Florida De-
partment of Business 
and Professional Regu-
lation maintains a list 
of licensed contractors 
in the state of Florida. 
The Better Business 
Bureau provides rat-
ings for a variety of 
businesses, including 

contractors. Use these 
resources as a guide to 
finding the right con-
tractor.

Contact insurance 
companies as soon 
as possible after the 
storm to get the claims 
process rolling. Have 
the policy on hand 
when the call is made 
to make the process 
easier. It would be 
helpful to document 
any damage and have 
those photos avail-
able to share with 
the insurance agent 
or claims adjuster.  

Post-disaster is an ex-
tremely busy time for 
insurance companies, 
so be as cooperative 
and patient as possible 
during the process.

Disaster recovery is 
a very stressful time 
for everyone, often 
leading to confusion, 
anger, and helpless-
ness. Reach out to ex-
isting support systems 
such as family, friends, 
churches, or other 
groups for emotional 
support. Practice self-
care, such as regular 
meals and breaks. Es-

tablish a new normal 
routine and stick to it, 
especially for children. 
Most importantly, be 
kind to yourself and 
others during this dif-
ficult time.

The University of 
Florida/IFAS Exten-
sion Service is a local 
resource for post-di-
saster education and 
assistance. For more 
information, please 
contact Samantha Ken-
nedy, Wakulla County 
Extension Director, at 
(850) 926-3931.

Prepare now for disaster recovery
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One of the essential items in any emergency preparedness plan is to ensure there is plenty of clean water for drinking, 
hygiene, and food prep.



Page 6 – SUN MONTHLY, June, 2022 

By ERIK 
LOVESTRAND

Well, the answer to 
this question should 
be obvious, right? 

However, when we 
take a closer look at 
these interesting crea-
tures, the first impres-
sion created by their 
frightful name will 
likely evaporate com-
pletely. 

First, scorpions are 
considered venomous, 
rather than poisonous 
(I know, a technical-
ity). They have many 
predators that eat 
them with no ill effect 
so they are not poi-
sonous. 

Anything that has 
the ability to deliver a 
toxin by means of in-
jection is classified as 
venomous. 

Next, the name is 
a true misnomer be-
cause the group of 
animals referred to as 
blue-tailed scorpions 
are actually a type of 
lizard called a skink.

Scincidae is just 
one of the 16 families 
of lizards worldwide 
but it contains some 
of the most beautiful 
species of reptiles. 

Florida is blessed 
(yes, blessed) with at 
least seven species of 
skinks, with one be-
ing divided into five 
sub-species. Three of 
these sub-species of 

the mole skink have 
“protected” status un-
der state or federal 
laws.

Several of our na-
tive skinks in Wakulla 
County are challeng-
ing to identify at first 
glance, particularly 
during their younger 
years. 

The five-lined, 
southeastern five-
lined and broadhead 
skink are all striped 
and have blue tails as 
youngsters, hence the 
origin of the frighten-
ing title for this article. 
According to folklore, 
these animals have 
the ability to deliver 
a painful sting with 
their tail. 

Well, as a lifelong 
reptile enthusiast, I 
have had the experi-
ence of catching many 
young, blue-tailed 

skinks without any 
stings.

Now, back to the 
question of whether or 
not these blue-tailed 
skinks are poisonous. 

From everything 
that I have read, there 
is no scientific evi-
dence that skinks are 
inherently toxic when 
eaten by other ani-
mals. 

It is theorized that 
they could potential-
ly harbor Salmonel-
la bacteria but I have 
never heard of a doc-
umented case of this 
either. 

Many people hold 
the belief that when 
a skink is eaten by 
a dog or cat it caus-
es the animal to hold 
its head cocked and 
wander off to one side 
when walking. Veteri-
narians refer to these 

symptoms as vestibu-
lar syndrome and of-
ten cannot diagnose a 
cause. 

Vestibular syn-
drome is related to 
the inner ear or the 
parts of the brain that 
control balance and 
a sense of orientation 
to gravity. Our family 
witnessed this once 
with a beagle that 
we had and it lasted 
for several weeks but 
gradually improved to 
the point of normalcy. 

We did not witness 
her eating a skink, 
although she could 
have. 

However, there are 
many other more like-
ly causes for this be-
havior including inner 
ear infections, cysts 
or tumors, head trau-
ma, parasites, etc. I 
suspect that inner ear 

issues are a common 
cause.

The largest spe-
cies of skink in the 
Southeastern U.S. 
is the broadhead (or 
broad-headed) skink, 
reaching lengths of 
nearly 13 inches. 
When mature, these 
skinks lose the blue 
tail and most of their 
striping to become a 
tannish brown. 

Males are larger 
than females and have 
a reddish color on the 
head, which intensi-
fies during the breed-
ing season.

If you want to iden-
tify this species as a 
juvenile, you will need 
to look at the scales 
on the underside of 
the tail to separate it 
from the two species 
of five-lined skinks 
that inhabit our area.

The central row of 
scales will be signifi-
cantly wider than the 
other rows on either 
side. 

Broadheads have 
powerful jaws and 
will bite if harassed. 
If you want to see 
two males engaged 
in epic combat, give 
a watch to the You-
Tube video at https://
www.youtube.com/
w a t c h ? v = Z 8 q b e x -
nZWew. 

Their stamina is 
truly amazing and 
they definitely come 
out with some battle 
scars. 

Erik Lovestrand is a 
UF/IFAS regional Sea 
Grant agent in Wakul-
la, Franklin and Gulf 
counties.

Are blue-tailed scorpions poisonous?

(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm •  Sat. 8am - 4pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 6/30/22

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Synthetic Oil Change

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$8 Per Additional Quarts Offered

$69.99

$5 OFF$5 OFF

ROTELLA® T-6 A/C 
Service

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

A large male broadhead skink displaying bright breeding season color on its head.
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By BRIAN ENGLISH

Retirement can mean 
the beginning of a new 
life. Here are a few com-
mon dangers to avoid. 

Retirement planning 
is a tricky process, one 
that requires careful 
planning and patience. 
But even if you have a 
retirement plan with 
a clear set of financial 

and lifestyle goals, it’s 
important to be aware 
of several common mis-
steps that many fall vic-
tim to. 

1 - Underestimating 
the costs of health care

As health care costs 
continue to rise dra-
matically, employers are 
shifting more weight of 
the costs onto their em-
ployees. More companies 
are beginning to drop re-
tired workers from their 
health plans, and mil-
lions of Americans have 
no form of coverage at 
all. 

Consequently, a com-
mon mistake made in 
retirement is a lack of 
preparation for the fi-
nancial impact of health 
expenditures. One of the 
most overlooked and 

most expensive costs is 
long-term health care, 
which can be devas-
tating to your financial 
goals. Long-term care 
insurance can provide 
some safeguards, and 
purchasing it early on 
can help lower its costs. 

2 - Misjudging how 
long you or your spouse 
will live

Many underestimate 
the amount of assets 
that could be needed 
to last throughout their 
lifetimes. As medical 
technology improves 
and life expectancy in-
creases, the odds are 
good that you or your 
spouse will live past age 
90. So, it’s vital that you 
are prepared to live lon-
ger. 

3 - Presuming you’ll 
work a long time

Your generation is fa-
mous for working long, 
hard hours to get ahead, 
and most baby boomers 
believe that they’ll be 
working long into retire-
ment. But that assump-
tion can be one of the 
biggest retirement mis-
takes you make. 

Census Bureau sta-
tistics indicate the av-
erage age of retirement 
in America is now 63.  
According to the 2019 
Retirement Confidence 
Survey by Greenwald & 
Associates and the Em-
ployee Benefit Research 
Institute, just 13 percent 
of workers expect to re-
tire before age 60, but 38 
percent of retirees report 
retiring that early. Nine-
teen percent of workers 

plan to retire between 60 
and 64; 33 percent of re-
tirees retired in that age 
range.   Even if you want 
to work as long as you 
can, it may not always 
be possible because of 
circumstances such as 
poor health or disability, 
so it’s vital that you plan 
and save for such a sce-
nario. 

Working with a finan-
cial professional and 
having the proper plan-
ning in place are essen-
tial keys to a successful 
retirement. It’s also im-
portant to keep an eye 
on health care costs and 
stay informed on issues 
that will affect your re-
tirement. By focusing 
on the long term and 
being aware of common 
pitfalls, you can be pre-
pared to make your re-
tirement the best years 

of your life.

Brian can be reached 
at 850-926-7487.

Securities offered 
through Securities Amer-
ica, Inc., member FIN-
RA/SIPC and advisory 
services offered through 
Securities America Advi-
sors, Inc., Brian C. En-
glish, Representative. 
English Financial Group 
and Securities America 
are unaffiliated. Written 
by Securities America 
for distribution by Bri-
an English.  Securities 
America and its advisors 
do not provide tax ad-
vice. Please consult with 
your tax professional re-
garding your individual 
tax situation.

Three major retirement hazards to avoid

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

14 Medallion Lane
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

5125 Woodlane Circle Tallahassee, FL 32303

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, Maintenance, 

Installation and Upgrades! 
Our skilled technicians can get an older model running 
smoothly again. We can also replace your old unit for a 

New, Upgraded, More Ef� cient Model! 

Whatever your HVAC needs, call A & W Services 
Heating & Air now for expertise you can count on.

(850) 504-6053

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience

servicesA&W
AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Lic. # CAC1815061

Ross E. Tucker
Licensed Insurance Agent

850-926-2200
www.tuckerlifehealth.com

Medicare Solutions

from

Medicare Plans

Authorized to Offer

Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the federal Medicare program. This 
is a solicitation of insurance. 
THESE PLANS HAVE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, EXCLUSIONS AND LIMITATIONS. FOR COSTS AND 
COMPLETE DETAILS (INCLUDING OUTLINES OF COVERAGE), CALL LICENSED INSURANCE AGENT 
ROSS TUCkER

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Have a Challenge?

Are You Stuck?

Fear of Change?

I can Help!
Call me for an initial “no fee” chat!

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

When I took office as 
Sheriff in 2017 one of 
the central platforms 
I established for my 
administration was 
transparency. One of 
the ways that I helped 
further that goal was 
bringing back the 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office Citizens 
Academy. 

Since my taking of-
fice WCSO held at 

least one academy ev-
ery year until Covid 
hit. I’m excited to an-
nounce that we are fi-
nally able to restart the 
WCSO Citizens Acade-
my again. I wanted to 
take some time this 
month to talk about 
the Citizens Academy 
and what all it entails. 

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office is a 
multiweek course that 
provides those who 
attend with an inside 
look at the Sheriff’s Of-
fice. 

Over the course of 
the class those who at-
tend are given a guid-
ed tour of the Wakulla 
County Jail, get an up-
close look at our com-
munications and Road 
Patrol equipment, 
work with the Wakulla 
County CSI crew, and 
get to go through some 
realistic training sce-

narios. 
My staff and I try 

to provide as many 
hands-on and active 
events as possible 
during the course. Ev-
ery academy is a little 
bit different, however 
in the past students 
have gotten to walk 
through replica crime 
scenes and utilize the 
WCSO “shoot house” 
with simunition guns. 
Attendees will also re-
ceive loads of informa-
tion regarding what 
it takes to run WCSO 
day-to-day, and an 
in-depth look into the 
criminal justice sys-
tem. 

Beyond giving citi-
zens hands-on experi-
ences and information 
about the working of 
the Sheriff’s Office, the 
Citizens Academy al-
lows me and my staff 
an opportunity to bet-

ter get to know the citi-
zens of our great coun-
ty. 

The first and last 
night of the Academy 
end with a group din-
ner, where WCSO staff, 
students, and myself 
have the chance to sit 
and fellowship with 
one another. We do 
this because while it is 
important that citizens 
understand what goes 
on behind the scenes 
at WCSO, it is vital for 
them to know the indi-
viduals who make up 
this office. 

Being able to build 
relationships with cit-
izens and them with 
us is my greatest goal 
of the Citizens Acade-
my. We’ve had former 
students of the class 
go on to become certi-
fied and work with us, 
and hopefully everyone 
who attends will be-

come an ambassador 
for the Wakulla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and 
law enforcement.

This year’s Citizens 
Academy will begin 
on June 7th and will 
be held every Tuesday 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
until July 19th. If you 
have any questions or 
are interested in at-
tending this or any 
future Citizen’s Acade-
my classes WCSO may 
hold, please contact 
Lt. Jeffrey Yarbrough 
at jyarbrough@wcso.
org.

As always please do 
not hesitate to call if 
there is anything that 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office can do 
for you, and please al-
ways report suspicious 
or illegal activity, 850-
745-7100.

Your Sheriff,
Jared F. Miller

Jared Miller is 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff.

Sheriff’s office will resume Citizens Academy
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Heather 
Benton
AVP/Associate  
Relationship Manager
Prime Meridian Bank
NMLS# 1528131 

Heather 

Crawfordville  |  Tallahassee  |  Lakeland  |  TryMyBank.com  |  850.926.4320 NMLS# 393620 

Prime Meridian Bank 
is a true community 
bank run by a team 
you know and trust. 
Enjoy state-of-the-art 
banking coupled with 
personal service and 
hometown values.

5-STAR RATING
BauerFinancial.com

You can support The 
Wakulla Sun with a tax-de-
ductible donation to help 
The Wakulla Sun cover the 
stories that matter to you.  

By donating, you help us 
keep citizens informed, hold 
officials accountable and 
cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will 
equip our newsroom to bet-
ter serve you and all our 
readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the 

street
• More local news about 

our community
• More local content on 

the environment and local 

businesses
A little bit goes a long way. 

With your help, we can keep 
the presses running through 
hard times. 

We would very much ap-
preciate your contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT 

DONATING

How does my donation 
get to my local newspaper?

Donations are processed 

through the Florida Com-
munity News Fund and then 
sent to the newspaper you 
select.

Are donations tax deduct-
ible?

Yes, donations are tax 
deductible to the full extent 
of the law.

The Florida Community 
News Fund is a program 
administered by the Florida 
Press Foundation, tax ID 
#59-2449377, a 501(c)3 or-
ganization.

The Florida Press Founda-
tion is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt 
organization with its princi-
pal place of business in Flor-

ida. The Florida Press Foun-
dation is registered to solicit 
charitable contributions in 
Florida. Financial and oth-
er information about the 
Florida Press Foundation’s 
purpose, programs and ac-
tivities can be obtained by 
visiting https://floridapress-
foundation.org or by writing 
to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, 
Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 
32301.

A copy of the official reg-
istration (ch63336) and fi-
nancial information may be 
obtained from the Division 
Of Consumer Services by 
calling 1-800-HELP-FLA 

(1-800-435-7352) toll-free 
within the state or by vis-
iting https://www.Fdacs.
Gov/consumer-resources/
charities and selecting the 
check-a-charity search fea-
ture. Registration does not 
imply endorsement, approv-
al, or recommendation by 
the state.

What payment types do 
you accept?

We accept donations by 
card or check. If by check, 
payment must be made to 
the Florida Press Foundation 
and designate you want the 
donation to go to The Wakul-
la Sun.

HELP SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
You can make a tax-deductible donation to support The Wakulla Sun
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From Front Page

In 2005, they had 
their Panacea home 
built near Dickerson 
Bay. “We get to see ev-
ery boat that comes in 
and out of our marina,” 
says Mitchell. He and 
Maureen say they feel 
that Panacea is a beau-
tiful part of Wakulla 
County. She says, “It’s 
a jewel.”

They raised two sons, 
Mark Jr. who is mar-
ried to Heather; and 
Matt who is married 
to Amy; and they have 
three granddaughters 
Jaynie, Elise, and Mad-
die. They say their kids 
and grandkids come 
down to Panacea often 
to enjoy all the com-
munity has to offer, 
especially activities like 
boating and fishing. 

“They love Panacea 
as much as we do,” 
says Maureen.

Soon after moving to 
Panacea, Eloise Crum 
talked Mitchell into 
joining Panacea Water-
fronts – an organization 
that has spearheaded 
numerous programs 
and events in Pana-
cea, including many 
that specifically work 
to benefit local kids. 
Eventually, Mitchell 
was invited to become 
a member, and he later 
spent eight years as the 
chairman of Panacea 
Waterfronts. After she 
retired, Maureen also 
officially joined the or-
ganization.

“Panacea  Water -
fronts is amazing,” says 
Mitchell, adding that 
the organization and 
the people who make it 
up have a lot of heart.

Some of the many 
Panacea Waterfronts 
programs that Mitch-
ell highlighted include 

events for holidays like 
Christmas,  Easter, 
and Halloween. The 
group also hosts fishing 
tournaments includ-
ing Rock the Dock, as 
well as a kid’s fishing 
tournament which has 
been on hold for a cou-
ple years, and Rockin’ 
Reds. 

Panacea Waterfronts 
has pulled out all the 
stops for their family 
events – there’s been 
thousands of Easter 
eggs scattered through-
out Woolley Park, pa-
rades filled with bright 
and colorful lights, vis-
its from Santa, a heli-
copter at the Easter egg 
hunt, and more.

The Rock the Dock 
Fishing Tournament 
has been a particularly 
significant event for 
Panacea Waterfronts. 
Mitchell said the tour-
nament, which he and 
the late Paige Killeen 
began, has been their 
main fundraiser for 
years. 

He continued by say-
ing that many of the 
events the organization 
has planned for kids 
and families have been 
funded by money raised 
through Rock the Dock.

“It’s an amazing eco-
nomic driver,”  Mitch-
ell said of the fishing 
tournament. Beyond 
fundraising, he adds, 
the goal of Rock the 
Dock is “to bring people 
to Panacea who don’t 
live here.” 

Maureen says that 
people visit and then 
they come back. Mark 
finds this to be some-
thing special about the 
tournament, and he 
notes that there are 
times when he has seen 
over 3,000 people at-
tend the event.

The Mitchells say 

that one Panacea Wa-
terfronts contribution 
that they are most 
proud of is the annual 
scholarship the orga-
nization has provided 
to students from Pan-
acea who choose to at-
tend Tallahassee Com-
munity College (TCC). 
As with much of what 
Panacea Waterfronts 
does, the scholarship 
was funded through 
Rock the Dock. It took 
$100,000 to endow the 
scholarship through 
TCC. 

Today, the scholar-
ship annually funds 
one Panacea student’s 
full tuition at TCC and 
provides a stipend for 
books. 

“We just think its 
important for the kids 
in Panacea to know 
they’re believed in,” 
says Maureen. “Don’t 
hold back – people are 
pulling for you.”

Mitchell says the or-
ganization also spon-
sored scholarships to 
boatbuilding summer 
camps offered by the 
Big Bend Maritime Cen-
ter and helped with the 
afterschool program of-
fered by Wakulla Coun-
ty 4-H at the Panacea 
Community Center. 

Maureen says the or-
ganization was initially 
heavily involved with 
the afterschool program 
through activities like 
tutoring and homework 
help, and by providing 
local youth with a hot 
meal later in the eve-
ning. 

“There was a real 
need,” she says.

In addition to events, 
scholarships, and pro-
grams, Panacea Wa-
terfronts has focused 
on some community 
projects as well. 

Mitchell says that 
one such project was 
the fixing of the com-
mercial dock at Rock 

Landing. The project 
was initiated by the 
organization and fund-
ed through a grant. 
According to Mitchell, 
it will benefit the local 
commercial fishing in-
dustry.

Another project is 
the community gar-
den. Maureen says they 
have a core group of 

volunteers who work 
to maintain the gar-
den, which is  also 
open during Panacea’s 
monthly Saturday com-
munity market.

“Enjoy the abun-
dance of nature that 
surrounds you,” says 
Mi tche l l .  Maureen 
adds, “Appreciate it 
and learn from it.”

She says Panacea 
Waterfronts is an or-
ganization filled with 
people who have lived 
in Panacea their whole 
lives and those who 
moved to the area lat-
er in life. She says its 
great to see the old 
families and the new-
comers come together 
for the community. “Its 
great to hear the stories 
of the people who have 
lived in Panacea for a 
long time.”

She and Mitchell 
would recommend the 
organization to those 
interested in contribut-
ing to the Panacea com-
munity including local 
youth and maritime in-
dustries. He adds that 
Sherrie Posey Miller 
would be a great person 
to speak to regarding 
more information about 
the organization.

A couple months 
ago, the Mitchells re-
tired from Panacea Wa-
terfronts. “It was just 
time,” says Mitchell. 
“We don’t know how 
to do anything half-
way – we’re all in, or 
not in.” They hope to 
travel, spend more time 
with family, and con-
tinue their work with 
the community garden. 
About Panacea Water-
fronts, Maureen says, 
“We appreciate the time 
we’ve spent there.””

The Mitchells

Student boatbuilders with a kayak built at the Big Bend 
Maritime Center in Panacea. The Panacea Waterfronts 

organization pays scholarships for young people to be able 
to attend the summer boat building camp. 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

LEETRAILERSALES.NET    LEETRAILERSTORO.COM

3922 CRAWFORDVILLE RD. 
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32305

Same Location
for 41 Years

Family Owned 
& Operated

Same Location
for 41 Years

Family Owned 
& Operated

• Full Wrapped C-Channel Tongue
• 2-5/16” A-Frame Coupler (10K Models)
• Adjustable 2-5/16” A-Frame Coupler (14K Models)
• Adjustable 4-Bolt Pintle Eye Coupler (16K Models)
• 7-Way RV-Style Molded Plug
• Breakaway Switch with Battery
• Setback 7K Drop Leg Jack (10K)
• 2’ Beavertail • Safety Chains
• HD 4” Channel Stand-Up Ramps
• Spring-Assist Ramps with Adjustable Support Legs
• HD Reinforced Tread Plate Fenders
• HD Slipper Spring Axles 
    (14K & 16K Models)
• Brakes on Both Axles
• Powder Coat Finish • All LED Lights
• Pressure Treated 2” x 6” Decking
• (4) 1/2” D-Rings (10K & 14K Models)
• (4) 5/8” D-Rings (16K Models)
• Stake Pockets and Rub Rail
• Spare Tire Carrier
• Limited 3-Year Warranty
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But Your Footprints
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By GREG JAMES

Hello from the 
Clerk’s Office! I’m 
often asked what 
keeps me up at 
night. One of the big 
concerns I have is 
protecting our coun-
ty’s records. June of-
ficially kicks off the 
Hurricane Season 
and many different 
organizations, pub-
lic and private, are 
starting their prepa-
ration stages for get-
ting through and/
or recovering from a 
disaster. 

Have you start-
ed your preparation 
yet? 

Although there are 
a number of differ-
ent types of events 
that can cause a di-
saster through out 
the year, we all know 
that hurricanes or 
fire are probably the 
biggest risk we face!

What risks does 
the Clerk’s Office face 
if a disaster struck? 
We divide our risk 
into two main asset 
categories – physical 
and intangible (in-
tellectual and elec-
tronic). The physi-
cal risks primarily 
include damage to 

the courthouse it-
self. The dangers are 
1) not being able to 
open for business, 
serve the public or 
hold court proceed-
ings for an extended 
period of time and 2) 
loss of property such 
as computers, desks 
and furniture and 
paper records. The 
intangible risks pri-
marily include dam-
age to our computer 
servers that hold our 
various software and 
all of the electronic 
images and records 
for Finance & Ac-
counting, Clerk to 
Board, Official Re-
cords and Court Re-
cords. 

As we all under-
stand, physical 
items, while expen-
sive, can be replaced. 
We can build anoth-
er courthouse, we 
can buy more com-
puters, desks and 
furniture. But the re-
cords…they can’t be 
replaced, can they? I 
can assure you these 
dangers keep me up 
at night sometimes! 
But all good recovery 
plans start with ear-
ly preparation so we 
mitigate these risks 
with lots of prepara-
tion and planning. 
Let me describe 
what the Clerk’s Of-
fice has done and is 
doing to prepare for 
such an event.

For the physical 
risks related to the 
building and phys-
ical assets such as 
computers, desks 

and furniture, the 
County provides for 
insurance coverages 
for the loss of items 
that can be repaired 
or replaced. The only 
time in recent his-
tory the Courthouse 
has had to use an 
alternate location 
was when the Court-
house was being ren-
ovated back in 2010 
and this was a sched-
uled event. Besides 
insurance coverag-
es, having alternate 
location agreements 
with other organi-
zations is important 
in case the building 
is out of service for 
an extended period 
of time. The Coun-
ty has also taken a 
number of steps to 
install safety sys-
tems (security and 
fire suppression) 
into the Courthouse.

The most chal-
lenging danger is our 
paper records! Once 
destroyed, those re-
cords can’t be re-
placed. Our solu-
tion? Make electronic 
copies! Several years 
ago, the Clerk’s Of-
fice took steps to 
make the electronic 
record the official re-
cord and not to rely 
on the paper record. 
First, you can make 
multiple electronic 
copies much cheap-
er than paper copies 
and second, the elec-
tronic storage of re-
cords doesn’t take up 
much, if any, phys-
ical space! Starting 
several years ago, 

all four main depart-
ments of the Clerk’s 
Office went electron-
ic – Finance & Ac-
counting, Clerk to 
Board, Official Re-
cords, and Courts all 
maintain electronic 
records as the offi-
cial record. The good 
news is that we no 
longer create a pa-
per record (there are 
very few exceptions) 
that has to be stored 
in boxes, looked up 
manually and pro-
tected from the ele-
ments!

What about all 
those paper records 
from many years ago 
you might ask? Well, 
we do still have a lot 
of paper records in 
storage. The goal has 
been and continues 
to be to digitize all of 
those paper records. 
We have been scan-
ning these paper re-
cords into an elec-
tronic record in all 
of our departments 
for many years now. 
As you can imagine, 
that has taken some 
time and we still ar-
en’t quite finished 
yet. It is not as sim-
ple as scanning a 
bunch of documents. 
We have to index 
and name those re-
cords so they can be 
found. Those records 
have to be imported 
or scanned into our 
various software so 
they can be retrieved 
in a logical manner. 
And, finally, some 
records have to be 
redacted of confi-

dential and sensitive 
information before 
they can be made 
available online. 

This leads to the 
second type of risk 
– the intangible as-
sets. Since all of 
these electronic re-
cords are stored on 
a computer server 
(we have several), 
those records can be 
destroyed too if the 
server is damaged or 
becomes corrupted. 
How do we mitigate 
this risk? In a num-
ber of ways. First, 
have you ever heard 
the saying “don’t put 
all your eggs into one 
basket”? Well, we 
don’t put all of our 
records onto just one 
computer. Finance & 
Accounting records 
are saved to a sepa-
rate server from all 
of the other records. 
Official Records are 
saved to a separate 
server, Court re-
cords are saved to a 
separate server, and 
so on. If a particular 
server is damaged 
then we only have 
to concern ourselves 
with restoring one 
part of the electronic 
record.

Second, we back 
up our electronic re-
cords… lots and lots 
of back up records. 
This is accomplished 
in two ways. First, 
our servers make 
copies of our re-
cords many, many 
times per day. Sec-
ond, these copies are 
stored “in the cloud” 

(just another physi-
cal server in anoth-
er location). We pay 
for a service that 
provides electronic 
storage of all of our 
records in three lo-
cations that I can-
not disclose – one on 
the east coast, one 
in the central states, 
and one on the west 
coast. If our servers 
are ever destroyed 
(knock on wood!), we 
are able to restore 
our records from 
these electronic cop-
ies.

What happens 
to the paper record 
once electronic cop-
ies are made? Doc-
uments that are not 
considered to be of 
historical value are 
destroyed (generally 
by shredding). This 
saves lots of valu-
able space. Docu-
ments that are of 
historical value are 
kept regardless of 
how many electron-
ic copies are made. 
Those documents 
are stored in a safe 
location within the 
Courthouse vaults 
and covered with 
additional protec-
tion during storm 
events. I would en-
courage you to stop 
by the Courthouse 
for a visit to see the 
many historical doc-
uments we are pre-
serving!

Greg James is 
Wakulla County 
Clerk of Courts and 
Comptroller.

Protecting county records from disaster
FROM THE CLERK OF COURTS

• Sales • Rentals • Storage Unit Rentals

(850)926-5084
2655-B Crawfordville Hwy • PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

• Sales • Rentals • Storage 

2655-B Crawfordville Hwy • PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

Unit Rentals

Karen Williams 
(850) 567-8279

Sonya Hall 
(850) 528-0857www.WakullaRealty.com 

Lic. Real Estate 
Broker and Associates

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun
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Septeemmmber 10, 2022September 10, 2022
WWaakkuullllllaa EEnnvviirroonnnmmmmeeennnttaall IInnssttiittuutteeWakulla Environmental Institute 
170 Preservation Way,170 Preservation Way,
Crawfoofof rdville, FL. 32327Crawfordville, FL. 32327
9AM - 12PM9AM - 12PM 

With Guest Speakers From The Jason Foundation!With Guest Speakers From The Jason Foundation!With Guest Speakers From The Jason Foundation!With Guest Speakers From The Jason Foundation!With Guest Speakers From The Jason Foundation!   
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By ALLEN GERRELL

In 1843, the ex-
isting St. Marks 
light house as we 
know it was built. 
In 1939, Mark Boyd, 
renowned historian 
of this area wrote in 
the Florida Histor-
ical Quarterly that 
the St. Marks light 
house was built from 
stones taken from 
the old fort at the 
junction of the St. 
Marks and Wakulla 
River. This he had 
taken from word of 
mouth from the Ladd 
brothers who lived in 
St. Marks at the time 
of his writing. Today 
this is written on a 
plaque erected at 
the St. Marks light 
house.

But! Was it true?
In 1856, it took an 

act of Congress and a 
President’s signature 
to tear down the old 
Spanish fort at the 
junction of the St. 
Marks and Wakul-
la rivers. It was torn 
down to build a Ma-
rine Hospital for the 
sick sailors which 
at that time were 
coming in from all 
over the world. The 
general population 
wanted to quaran-
tine the sailors away 
from them. 

By 1857, the Ma-
rine Hospital was 
complete and at that 
time there were over 
50,000 bales of cot-
ton a year being ex-
ported from the St. 
Marks port. 

Add on top of that 
the fact that the 
Spanish Fort was 
occupied during 
the 1840s. The In-
dian War was still 
on going. A tavern 
was at the junction 
of the rivers, with 
several people liv-
ing in the old fort, 
with wharves up and 
down the river front.  

Would they have 
let someone tear 
down their house 
to construct a light-
house? 

The location of St. 
Marks as we know it 
was just coming in to 
use with the comple-
tion of the railroad in 
1836. So, the town 
had not fully moved 
to the new location 

in 1840. An 1840 
survey found in Cur-
tis Shields’ truck af-
ter he passed away 
showed extensive 
population of the fort 
site during 1840.

Examination of 
the old records do 
not state where the 
stones for the light 
house came from, so 
Mark Boyd took the 
word of the locals to 
be the truth. 

But as I stated, 
the old fort was still 
standing in 1850 
when the locals went 
to build a hospital 
for the sailors. So 
where did the stone 
for the light house 
come from?

In 1783 when the 
British took posses-
sion of the Florida 
Territory and came 
to St. Marks, they 
found across the 
Wakulla River from 
the Spanish fort, 
a stone tower that 
had been built by 
the Spanish for pro-
tection of the stone 
workers who quar-
ried the rocks from 

the ground there. 
They left a very 

detailed description 
of this tower in their 
records stating the 
tower was 26 feet by 
26 feet and 45 feet 
tall. The upper floors 
were decaying by the 
time the British took 
possession of the 
territory and they 
found no use for it 
during their stay. 

An 1840’s map 
shows the old tower 
still on the location 
of the quarry site 
across the river from 
the Spanish fort with 
a road leading right 
to the site. This road 
had been construct-
ed by the Spanish in 
1639 when they were 
quarrying the rock 
and portions of the 
quarry and road can 
still be seen today if 
you know where to 
look. 

The St. Marks 
light house was built 
in 1843, and after 
the 1840 map there 
is no record of any-
thing being in that 
area until the Civ-

il War when a Con-
federate Battery oc-
cupied it for a short 
time in 1862.

Today the area is 
part of the National 
Wildlife Refuge iso-
lated and very dense 
in forest. 

Unless you know 
where to look and 
what you are looking 
for, you can miss the 
gapping square holes 
cut into the ground 
by the quarry works. 
These holes today 
are full of years of 
mud and vegeta-
tion that have taken 
them over. No sign 
of any tower existing 
can be found today. 
There is no founda-
tion, just nothing 
but the holes in the 
ground.

It has been my 
theory for years 
that the St. Marks 
light house was con-
structed from the 
stone taken from 
the fort at the junc-
tion of the St. Marks 
and Wakulla rivers 
just like Mark Boyd 
wrote, but not the 

Spanish fort where 
the Marine hospi-
tal was construct-
ed, but from the old 
Spanish tower that 
was across the river. 

The foundation 
cannot be found to-
day and the records 
show that the size 
of the tower and the 
size of the light house 
frame were close in 
size, and with a road 
already construct-
ed to the tower site 
it would not have 
taken much to get 
these stones to the 
light house area and 
reconstruct them 
as they had laid for 
centuries up the St. 
Marks River. This 
light house that the 
Spanish construct-
ed in 1639 to protect 
their workers while 
quarrying stone 
could be seen for 
miles at sea because 
it was white, stick-
ing up above all the 
tree line in the area, 
the same as the light 
house does today. 

So why destroy a 
perfectly good occu-

pied fort, when you 
already have an ex-
isting light house 
not in use that could 
be moved closer to 
the coast and recon-
structed as we know 
it today.

This Spanish tow-
er constructed in 
1639 would have 
been the first light 
house constructed 
in the United States, 
and with second and 
third floors with peo-
ple living on them, 
lights would have 
to be used at night 
making it a light 
house with open 
windows toward the 
coast that could be 
seen for miles at sea. 
These open windows 
also helped keep the 
mosquito population 
from invading their 
dwelling.

There were two 
stones erected at 
the fort’s site by the 
Spanish, one with 
the inscription that 
construction began 
in 1639. These were 
found being used as 
steps on the tavern 
at the junction of 
the rivers by Richard 
Keith Call in 1836 
and taken to his 
house where they 
remained until af-
ter his death, when 
they were purchased 
by Railroad tycoon 
Henry Flagler and 
incorporated into his 
house in Fort Lau-
derdale, where they 
still are today. 

I have found very 
few records to back 
up my light house 
theory, but only 
common sense tells 
me it would have 
been done this way.

This story is in-
cluded in the writ-
ings of Allen Gerrell’s 
“The Civil War and 
St. Marks” submitted 
with his permission 
by the Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society. 
Mr. Gerrell’s writ-
ings are available to 
view at the Wakulla 
County Museum at 
24 High Drive, Craw-
fordville, Florida. 
The Museum is open 
Thursday and Friday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

A theory about the St. Marks Lighthouse
FROM THE WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

An excerpt from Allen Gerrell’s book ‘The Civil War and St. Marks’

George Washington Sully watercolor painting of Fort St. Marks circa 1830, prior to the town moving upriver 
to its current location. Courtesy of the Archives and West Florida History Center, University of West Florida.

George Washington Sully was born in Norfolk, 
Virginia, in October 1816. He was the fifth child 
and third son of Ann Hendree Sully and Chester 
Sully, a cotton merchant who was the brother of 
the noted portraitist Thomas Sully. In the 1820s, 
Sully and his family moved to Florida, which had 
just been acquired by the United States from 
Spain. 

Sully’s first known watercolors – views of Ber-
muda and other islands – were possibly done as 
the family moved from Virginia to Florida in 1829. 
From 1829 to 1833 the Sully family lived in the 
Florida panhandle, probably at Magnolia, a vil-
lage on the St. Marks River just south of Tallahas-
see, which was permanently abandoned during 
the Seminole War. Sully may have served in that 
war in 1833.

A note on G.W. Sully
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Christmas 
        After Dark        After Dark
Cocktail Party Fundraiser

The Senior Center will be transformed into a 

Winter Wonderland

July 22, 2022    

Wakulla Senior Center
33 Michael Drive, Crawfordville

Scan 
QR Code 

for details

All Proceeds Benefi t Wakulla Senior Citizens

Thank you to our sponsors

Contact:
Wakulla Senior Citizens Council 
850-926-7145

Tickets: $60
Sponsorships 

        Available

6 PM - 
      9 PM

Christmas Themed Event        Live Music        
Celebrity Servers       Auction        Raffl es        

Food by: Social Catering
Celebrity Servers       Auction        Raffl es        Celebrity Servers       Auction        Raffl es        
Christmas Themed Event        Live Music        

Thank you to our sponsorsThank you to our sponsors
850-926-7145850-926-7145

AIR

CON

offfWakulla, LLC

WAKULLA TITLE CO. INC.
P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 • (850) 926-3934 • FAX (850) 926-1852

Locally Owned & Operated

John and Petra Shuff
Jim Davis, CPA

Al Pasini, MPA, CAEOn the River in St. Marks

Shields 
Marina
Shields 
MarinaMarina
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Presents

Lost Creek band
Featuring an evening of  Classic Country, 

bluegrass & Gospel Music
Call (850) 962-3711 for tickets $15

sponsored by : sHs alumni

tickets

available 

at the
door

Saturday, June 25 • 7 p.m.
Historic sopchoppy High school auditorium

SopchoppyOpry.com

Scrapbook with botanical samples is donated

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Crawfordville resi-
dent Stephen Fentriss 
donated a scrapbook 
with botanical samples, 
newspaper articles, a 
pass to the Vatican 
gardens, plus an Ital-
ian almanac from 1849 
during a visit to the 
country.

The scrapbook was 
donated last month to 
the University of Flor-
ida’s Museum of Natu-
ral History, which was 
especially interested in 
the botanical samples 
pressed in the book.

Alan Franck, the col-
lection manager of the 
museum, traveled to 
Crawfordville to take 
possession of the scrap-
book. He called it a 

“valuable resource” for 
researchers.

The scrapbook was 
the property of Mary 
Ashfield, a distant rela-
tive, and it passed down 
to his grandmother.

“I remember being 
shown this scrapbook 
by my grandmother 
about 1960,” he said, 
“and it has been passed 
down to me.”

Ashfield ’s travels 
were inspired by a trav-
el writer she followed in 
a New York newspaper. 
Her travels included 
Italy, visiting Vatican 
City in Rome. Through-
out her travels she col-
lected samples of plants 
and put the pressed 
flowers and leaves in 
her scrapbook.

Mary Ashfield’s scrapbook covered the years 1799 to 1889 and included samples from her travels to Europe

Arlene Vause of the historical society with Patty and Stephen Fentriss, Alan Franck of the University of Florida’s 
Museum of Natural History, and historical society treasurer Debra Jay.

Above, a page from the scrapbook with samples taken from 
a European trip in 1849.

A visit to Rome in 1848 included this pass to visit the 
Vatican’s Pontificial Garden.

Samples gathered in California in 1831.

“Your Old Fashion Country Store”

Sopchoppy 
Grocery

7:30 am - 10 am          |    11 am - 2 pm

Breakfast 
& LunchHot Bar

We offer tender mouthwatering 
choice cuts of quality meats.

7:30 am- 7:00 pm

(850) 962-2231(850) 962-2231

Monday - Friday

Store Hours
Monday - Saturday

We Process Deer & Wild Game!

60 Rose St., Sopchoppy FL
In the Heart of 
Downtown Sopchoppy
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Be prepared, get connected, stay engaged

Available at The Wakulla Sun, 12 Arran Road on the courthouse 
square or call us at (850) 962-8024 to get a copy.

And save the Chamber’s handy list of emergency contacts in this Monthly

Attend Wakulla Preparedness Expo on June 25th

JENNIFER NAGY
Wakulla County Director of 

Emergency Management

2022 Disaster Survival Guide 

The Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Office Division 
of Emergency Management, in coordination with 
The Wakulla Sun, is proud to provide you with this 
year’s All Hazards Disaster Survival Guide. 

Our Mission is to foster the growth of a resilient 
community that can adapt and stand strong in the 
face of any disaster that may come our way. 

The road to resilience is paved with education and 
engagement. While we recognize that every house-
hold is different and requires a unique plan to ad-
dress its individual challenges. We also realize that 
we can’t accomplish the mission of having a strong 
and resilient community without the involvement 
of our local businesses, faith-based organizations, 
volunteer agencies, and citizens. We believe this 
mission can be broken down into steps that can be 
implemented and accomplished at every level from 
the individual citizen to the local business. 

If we are all prepared, connected, and engaged 
our community will be more resilient to disaster. 
Resilience starts with individual preparedness and 
our hope is that you will use this guide to help us 
accomplish the mission.

Be Prepared

Do you know what hazards our community is 
vulnerable to? Whether you are new to the coun-
ty or have lived here for many years as a citizen it’s 
important that you understand your risk, develop a 
plan that meets the individual needs of your family, 
and take action when necessary. 

You will find valuable resources in this guide to 
help you do just that. Our community is vulnerable 
to tropical cyclones, storm surge, wild fires, severe 
weather, floods, pandemics, and man-made disas-
ters but your specific vulnerability may differ slight-
ly based on where your home or business is located. 

It’s important to create a flexible plan that can be 
implemented in a variety of situations and address-
es both what to do if you shelter in place as well as 
what you will do if you need to evacuate. Your plan 
should consider the dietary, medical, and mobility 
needs of each member of your house hold. Don’t 
forget to include any household pets in your plan. 

It’s also important to build a disaster kit that can 
be utilized regardless of if you decide to stay or go. 
The first step is to choose a container that works for 
you. It can be a five-gallon bucket with a lid, a back-
pack or a plastic tote – the key is to make sure it 
works for your lifestyle and can be taken with you if 
you have to evacuate. 

Your kit should have enough supplies to sustain 
you for a minimum of seven days. When an evacu-
ation is ordered, citizens will be expected to know 
their zone and comply immediately. Have a plan for 

where you will go. Shelters are designed for safety, 
not comfort. Accommodations are extremely basic. 
If you choose to stay in a local shelter, be prepared 
to sleep on the floor of a common area. Snacks and 
water will be provided, but we recommend that you 
bring a sleeping bag or blanket, a pillow, snacks and 
all prescription medications. If you have special di-
etary needs, you will need to bring you own prod-
ucts to cover that need. 

If you or a family member has a special medi-
cal need (electricity dependent, oxygen dependent, 
etc.) they should contact the Emergency Manage-
ment Office for information on our Special Needs 
registry at (850) 745-7200.

If shelters are open in Wakulla County a pet-ac-
cessible shelter will be available. If you need to bring 
a pet, please bring an appropriate pet carrier, and 
any required food and medication. Pets cannot be 
left at the shelter without their owner. Your pets 
will be housed in a separate area from the people 
and you will need to be prepared to look after their 
needs. 

Get Connected

Do you know where to go for reliable local in-
formation and instructions? The internet can be a 
valuable tool but sometimes it feels like information 
overload and it can be hard to find accurate infor-

mation that you can count on. How to get and stay 
connected to the right information to help you and 
your family make important plans and decisions is 
a really big deal. There are several good resources 
available that you can turn to for everything from 
a summer thunderstorm warning to evacuation or-
ders and instructions. 

The Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Office now has an 
app that can be downloaded to your smart phone. 
The app is available for download on the Apple 
App Store and the Google Play Store by searching 
“Wakulla County Sheriff, FL” The app gives users 
quick access to information being released by WCSO 
as well as features like shelter locations, evacuation 
information, and a portal to report damages after a 
disaster. 

You can also follow the Wakulla County Sheriff ’s 
Office on Facebook. 

In addition to these resources when severe 
weather, a tropical storm or a hurricane threatens 
our area, you can stay informed by following the 
National Weather Service Tallahassee, The National 
Hurricane Center, and local news broadcasts. 

When conditions require evacuations, you will 
receive information via local news networks on ra-
dio and television, EAS broadcasts over Weather ra-
dios, and via our Alert Wakulla notification system. 

Wakulla County currently utilizes Alert Wakul-
la to provide emergency notifications. You must 
sign up for this service for both landlines and cell 
phones. You can sign up for the service at www.
wcso.org/emergency-management/alert-wakulla/

Stay Engaged

Community members and businesses must be 
active and engaged in making their community a 
safe place to live, work, and play. We all have a role 
to play and something to contribute. 

Please consider volunteering with a local non-
profit organization, or contact Wakulla County 
Emergency Management at (850) 745-7200 for ad-
ditional volunteer opportunities. 

When disaster strikes local officials, first respond-
ers, and community partners will work around the 
clock to keep our community safe. We are all com-
mitted to the safety of our citizens and will continue 
to work together to face the challenges that future 
disasters may hold. 

Our local businesses and members of our com-
munity are vital partners in preparedness, response 
and recovery. We again urge you to be prepared, 
stay connected, and be engaged we know we are 
stronger together.  

#WakullaResilient 

In lieu of Build a Bucket, this year we will be holding our first Wakulla County 
Preparedness Expo on Saturday, June 25th from 9 a.m. to noon at Hudson Park. The 
concept is an educational event for all ages where our partners can set up a table/
tent and showcase how their organization fits into disaster preparedness, response, 

and recovery. There will be hands-on activities and a touch-a-truck component.
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Camille Duke, Broker 
BK3323552

850-692-9449
www.JeepGirlRealty.com

Dreaming of owning a home but 
denied because of bad credit, 

1099 job, self-employed?

Let us help you with our 
path to home ownership program.  

”Our Mission is to 
Transform Lives Through 

Affordable Housing to 
Empower Families and 
Individuals to Enjoy the 

American Dream of Home 
Ownership”

Affordable 
Housing Network

MEMBER
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Temperaments
6. Bunde____: the 
German federal 
council
10. Mild Dutch 
cheese
14. Brief indulgence 
of your impulses
15. Have the skill to 
do something
16. Queen of Sparta
17. A.K.A. Lord Ver-
ulam
20. Basics
21. The top point 
22. Force used in 
pushing
25. Surprise attack 
killer
30. Cambodian 
monetary unit
31. London radio 
station
32. Dry plaster fresco
33. Did go
34. Look up to
36. Physicist Georg 
Simon __
37. Anacronym for 
speed
39. Optical Storage 
and Retrieval
41. Direct something 
at an object
43. Popular bagel 
seed topping
47. Matchstick games
50. Hans __: German 
biochemist
52. Wrapped package 
(abbr.)
53. Japanese socks

54. Attacked
56. Special animal 
lineages
58. Equal, prefix
59. Groom____: 
wedding attendants
60. 1966 J. Goldman 
play
68. Swiss river
69. Large burrowing 
rodent of S. Am.
70. Classic film di-
rector Frank
71. Dutch colonist
72. Ooze
73. Perceived sound

CLUES DOWN
  1. Manuscripts 
(abbr.)
  2. ___e Taylor from 
Mayberry
  3. Bobby __, NHL 
champ
  4. No show losses
  5. Bosnian ethnic 
group
  6. Without (French)
  7. Corpuscle count 
(abbr.)
  8. 4th Caliph of 
Islam
  9. Exams
10. Glide by
11. Calendar month 
(abbr.)
12. Much ___ About 
Nothing
13. Adult male
18. Behave in a cer-
tain manner
19. Diagonals

22. Engineering 
company
23. Go quickly
24. Rechristens
25. Defensive nuclear 
weapon
26. __ fi (slang)
27. Slags
28. I (German)
29. __ de plume
31. “10” star initials
34. Mimic
35. Eggs of female 
fish
38. St. Francis of __

40. Insect head ap-
pendages
41. Alias
42. Tax collector
44. One point east of 
due south
45. Determine the 
sum of
46. Millilitre
48. Megabaud (abbr.)
49. Female sibling
51. Utensil to remove 
water from a boat
55. Coils
56. Yuppie status car

57. The German state
59. Finger click
60. The bill in a 
restaurant
61. Vietnamese cur-
rency unit
62. Before
63. No (Scottish)
64. Water in the solid 
state
65. Yearly tonnage 
(abbr.)
66. Stray
67. Radioactivity 
unit

CROSSWORD

Puzzle Place
Sudoku Puzzle #2
LEVEL: Easy

Answer
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A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850) 926-4353

Posey’s Steam Room & Oyster Bar 
is seeking CASHIERS/HOSTESS-

ES/KITCHEN/BUS HELP.
Full/Part time SERVERS 

Must apply in person at 1506 
Coastal Highway, Panacea

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

In search of mature roommate 
for retired female. 

Must work full-time days and 
good credit. Non-smoker. MBR 
w/bath, walk-in closet. Fully fur-

nished; Access to laundry/kitchen. 
$950/mo. Text 850-339-9695

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof & 
gutter cleaning, concrete seal-
ing, and dryer duct cleaning.

SHELDON’S 
MOBILE WELDING SVC.
American Welding Society 

Certifi ed Welder
FREE QUOTES

Excellent References.
850-459-4091 

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

HELP WANTEDWANTEDFOR SALE

SERVICES

SERVICES

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming
Light Pressure Washing Palm Tree 

TrimmingMove in – Move out  Cleaning

Great Prices - Great Work
Licensed & Insured

Please 
Recycle

By AL HARTMAN

Hope all is well 
with you as the sum-
mer months are com-
ing. 

The water is warm-
ing up and the fish 
are on the move. The 
winds this year on 

the Gulf shallows 
have been a blustery 
ordeal. 

I haven’t seen a 
calm day so far this 
year. 

The fish gods must 
know I’m there as the 
winds start when we 
pull up. 

Sea trout and red-
fish are in the shal-
lows close to shore. 
Best time is early 
morning. It is usual-
ly calm for a while at 
that time of day. Live 
shrimp, gulp and 
gigs are working well. 

Live shrimp, cast 
out and slowly re-
trieve.

Gulps and jigs add 
a popper cork and 

make plenty of noise. 
Silver or gold 

spoons trigger some 
nice hits on big reds 
and large gator trout.

Offshore grouper, 
seabass, trigger fish 
and snapper of many 
types are hitting live 
and cut bait. Espe-
cially the black sea 
bass. 

Some anglers are 
doing well casting or 
trolling minnow type 
lures close to the 
bottom. It is only go-
ing to get better from 
here.

Researchers have 
been feeding mana-
tees lettuce in a effort 
to save them from 
starving to death. 

The death toll on 
them has been very 
high due to the loss 
of the seagrass man-
atees eat. 

Hope they can 
make a difference!

Most hunting sea-
sons have ended 
until next fall, but 
did you know many 
Wildlife Management 
Areas have spring, 
summer and fall hog 
hunts? 

Some of the chang-
es for hog hunting 
are no hunting li-
cense required. No 
size limit and no bag 
limit. 

Go to MyFWC.com 
for the locations and 
dates. Statewide it is 

365 days a year.
 HPAI, “Highly 

Pathogenic Avian In-
fluenza” has hit Flor-
ida. This new strain 
of bird flu has hit 
the eagle population 
hard this year killing 
23 so far. 

But eagles make 
up just a fraction of 
the bird cases. The 
bird flu as I told you 
about earlier has 
killed millions of do-
mestic chickens and 
turkeys. That’s what 
has made the price 
of eggs go up. Farm-
ers had to kill entire 
flocks.

The bird flu at-
tacks almost any 
bird in the U.S. 

HPAI cases re-
ported in Florida as 
of May 6 is several 
thousand birds so 
far and is likely to get 
worse. 

If you see a sick or 
dying bird, don’t pick 
it up. Call FWC or 
U.S. Wildlife depart-
ment. A human can 
get the disease, but 
it is very rare and of 
low risk.

So we got Covid 
and the critters have 
their problems. Man-
atees, turtles, birds 
and the bees are 
joining in.

Happy hunting an 
fishing! And take a 
Young’un. 

Al Hartman, aka The Old Pro – News and updates

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600

Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack 

Also – Custom Products

CALLING ALL GOD’S 
CHILDREN… HELP WANTED 

for End Time Revival
Trying to organize a Revival for 
Healing among God’s church 
and Healing for our nation.

Call for details:
850-926-2677

URGENT
HELP 

NEEDED

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

A Free Press 
Your Key To 

Freedom



Page 20 – SUN MONTHLY, June, 2022 

“IT ALL STARTS WITH A CONVERSATION”

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Brian C. English, Representative, English Finan-
cial Group and Securities America are unaffi liated.

Financial Products/ Services
Life Insurance

DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Investments

Social Security Planning
Retirement Planning

Estate Planning 
Roth IRAs / IRAs

403(b)s

“When would you like to start?”

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

“Change is inevitable. Growth is Optional.”
-John C. Maxwell

Financial Growth only happens 
when it’s intentional!

(850) 926-7487
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