
By CHARITY TUMBLESON
Reporter

David and Judy Jones 
created Toymakers of 
Franklin County to 
make wooden toys for 
sick and underprivileged 
children. 

Their toys reach the 
communities of Frank-
lin, Wakulla, Gulf and 
surrounding counties. 

“We just donated 
900 toys in the last two 
weeks to various orga-
nizations around. Some 
going to Africa, some go-
ing to Quincy, Florida,” 
David says. 

Most of their toys are 
made for underprivi-
leged children as part of 
their mission, “but we 
won’t ever not give a kid 
a toy,” David says. 

David and Judy also, 
give the toys to the local 
Carrabelle church that 
in turn sends the toys 
out through the Good 
Samaritans group.

This all started when 
David became inspired 
by another group from 
Hudson, Florida known 
as the Toymakers – a 
four-person operation 
established in 1982. 
They gave David and 
Judy a pamphlet on how 
to get started making 
the toys. 

“I met him 17 years 
ago, we had come to a 
little shop, and the more 
I got to know him they 
invited me down to see 
what they were doing, 
and I said to myself I’m 
going to do this some-
day.’ It took me until I 
turned 72 to start it,” 
David says.

Judy adds:  “All of this 
is volunteer work but 
there’s actually only two, 
my husband and anoth-
er guy, and they do all 
of the cutting, sanding, 
and painting and get it 
to the decoration part. 
Then I decorate and I 
have three ladies that 
help me decorate,” Judy 
says. 

“And I hate to say the 
word ‘I’, except for the 
decorating but there re-
ally is no we... I’m here 
40, 50 (hours a week),” 
David says. 

The first part of the 
lengthy process is with 
a vinyl machine to make 
stickers to draw an out-
line on the wood. They 
also make their own ax-
les out of 53-foot dowels 
and paint them different 
colors.

Everything that goes 
into the wooden toys 
is handmade. The only 

thing in their toyshop 
they don’t make is the 
wheels that go on the 
toy. David buys 6,500 
wheels at a time. 

The process involves 
taking 288 wheels and 
putting them on a tray 
and spraying them with 
paint then letting them 
dry and flipping them for 
another coat. 

Once they cut the 
wood from the hand-
drawn outline, it goes 
through a sanding pro-
cess. The toy gets sand-
ed three times and gets 
rounded to ensure there 
are no rough edges that 
the children could get 
hurt on. 

“I’ve painted every toy 
that we’ve done,” Da-
vid says. “It’s probably 
6,000 toys now in two 
years. Everyone, except 
(Judy) helped me paint 
in the beginning but she 
had to start doing this 

because we didn’t have 
anyone to help us.”

The toy gets paint-
ed four times and gets 
hand-sanded three 
times with 600-grit pa-
per. 

“That’s how they fin-
ish a car – with the 600 
grit. Then I paint them 
again,” David says. 

The entire process of 
making one of the toys is 
a 32-step process, with 
50 toys at a time. 

“You’ve got to really 
like it, it’s not for every-
one,” David says. 

But they are always 
looking for volunteers. 
Even though they dont 
get to see the kids when 
they receive the toys, 
“It’s all for them,” David 
and Judy say. If you 
would be interested in 
volunteer work with the 
Toymakers of Franklin 
County give a call to 
(850)-755-3149.

Special to The Sun

The Triumph Gulf 
Coast Board has commit-
ted over $127 million for 
economic transformation 
projects in 2022 across 
the eight-county region 
disproportionally affected 
by the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Spill. Triumph funds 
committed since 2017 
now total $425 million.  
Triumph grants focus 
on increasing household 
income across the re-
gion through targeted 
workforce training and 
industrial building and 
site readiness projects 
that result in competitive 
high-wage job creation.

“Because  o f  T r i -
umph Gulf Coast, the 
eight-county region is 
realizing positive growth 
with the extraordinary 
opportunities from these 
transformational proj-
ects.  Triumph staff has 
been working tirelessly to 
help guide the applicants 
through our process and 
providing the necessary 
oversight to ensure abso-
lute compliance.  These 

projects have already 
made an impact on our 
economic recovery and di-
versification, and the Tri-
umph Gulf Coast board is 
excited to provide funding 
to make more transforma-
tional projects a reality,” 
said Chair David Bear.

Local projects in Wakul-
la include an $11,038,669 
request from the Wakulla 
County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners for a 
new emergency commu-
nications system to be 
used by Wakulla County 
Fire and Rescue, Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Emergency Management 
Services, Wakulla Coun-
ty School District and 
Wakulla County Public 
Works. The grant funds 
will be used to purchase 
and install the system, 
train personnel and en-
sure it is operational.

Wakulla’s existing 
emergency communica-
tions system is at risk of 
not meeting the demands 
of the current population 
and is not able to meet 
the demands of new or 
expanding businesses 

or individuals seeking to 
relocate to Wakulla. A 
new system will provide 
emergency and disaster 
response that can meet 
increased population and 
business growth and be 
upgraded when needed.

Other projects include:
• Bay: The Triumph 

Board voted to move 
ahead with two Bay Dis-
trict Schools requests 
including an $8,075,000 
grant for the construc-
tion and implementation 
of the Triumph Training 
Center at Arnold High 
School. The training cen-
ter will expand career and 
technical education (CTE) 
in Bay County to meet 
regional workforce needs.

• Escambia: The Tri-
umph Board moved 
forward the Escambia 
Board of County Com-
missioners’ request for 
up to $14,200,000 for site 
readiness at industrial 
sites located at the OLF-8 
development. The project 
will create a minimum 
of 338 high-wage jobs 
paying at least 115% of 
the Escambia-Santa Rosa 

MSA average wage.
• Okaloosa: North-

west Florida State College 
(NWFSC) was awarded 
$21,787,560, the largest 
grant ever received by 
NWFSC. The funds will 
double capacity in the 
nursing and health sci-
ence program and invest 
in virtual reality simula-
tion training.

Triumph’s December 
2022 Semi-Annual Re-
port to the Governor and 
Legislature is available for 
viewing at www.myflori-
datriumph.com/about/
reports.

The Triumph Gulf 
Coast Board of Directors 
is appointed by the Gov-
ernor, Chief Financial 
Officer, Attorney General, 
and presiding officers of 
the Legislature. The ap-
pointees to the Triumph 
Board are Chair - David 
Bear, Vice Chair – Collier 
Merrill, Treasure - Reyn-
olds Henderson, Bryan 
Corr, Sr., David Hum-
phreys, Jay Trumbull, 
Sr., and Leslie Weiss. All 
meetings of the Board are 
public.
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Staff Report

The body of a man was reportedly discov-
ered over Christmas weekend in St. Marks 
near Riverside Drive.

The Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office would 
not release details, but said the matter was 
still under active investigation. It was con-
firmed that no foul play was suspected in 
the death at this time.

It’s common for the sheriff’s office to in-
vestigate unattended deaths as homicides 
until the cause of death is confirmed.

An autopsy is pending.  

Staff Report

The Sopchoppy Market usually held the 
second week of the 
month, will not be 
held in January or 
February, organizer 
Winky Jenkins-Rice 
announced.

The market with 
i ts  homecraf ted 
goods is  sched-
uled to resume in 
March.

Staff Report

State Representative Jason Shoaf, Chair 
of the Wakulla County Legislative Delega-
tion, announced that the annual legislative 
delegation hearing 
has been sched-
uled for Monday, 
January 30th 4:00 
p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
The hearing will be 
held at the Wakulla 
County Commis-
sion Chambers at 
29 Arran Rd, Craw-
fordville, FL 32327.

The legislative 
delegation holds a 
public hearing each 
year to afford local 
officials, members 
of the public, and 
other interested 
parties the opportu-
nity to present leg-
islative proposals or 
express opinions on 
state issues. 

T h e  W a k u l l a 
County legislative 
delegation includes 
Sen. Cory Simon 
(R-Tallahassee) and Rep. Jason Shoaf 
(R-Port St. Joe).  The regular Session of the 
Florida Legislature will convene on Tuesday, 
March 7th in Tallahassee. 

For additional information or to be placed 
on the agenda for the hearing, contact Rep-
resentative Shoaf’s office at 850-295-5680 
or email leann.bunton@myfloridahouse.gov.  
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By COACH SAMANTHA 
ISAACS and COACH JA-

ZONTE HICKS
Special to The Sun

That’s a wrap for 
the 2022 WMS Basket-
ball season, and what 
an outstanding sea-
son it was for Wakulla 
Middle School’s Lady 
Wildcats! This year the 
team was headed up by 
Coach Jazonte Hicks 
and Samantha Isaacs, 
with a strong 12-mem-
ber team. The Wildcats 
closed out their regular 
season 11-2. The girls 
qualified to compete in 
the conference tourna-
ment and found victo-
ry in their first round 
but ended their sea-
son with a loss against 
Crossroads Academy. 

The team saw tre-
mendous strengths 
from each athlete. The 
team consisted of 8th 
graders Destinee Av-
ery, Za’Yieah Daw-
kins, Emily Kucklick, 

Makiya Cash, Amiya 
Varnado, Amariyah 
Donaldson, Shakaylee 
McCormick, and Sha-

nia Ransom. Zariyah 
Eglton, Myla McCarty 
represented the 7th 
graders, while Paityn 

Dailey and Kyleigh 
Bradley were the 6th 
grade additions.

Amiya brought in 

over 105 points through 
the season, followed by 
Myla with over 80. Am-
ariyah racked up over 

60 and Makiya with 
over 35. Each player 
contributed immensely 
to the team’s success 
on and off the court. 
Our athletes are held 
to high standards ac-
ademically and as rep-
resentatives in their 
school and communi-
ty, and all of the girls 
have risen up to be 
those examples to their 
peers. This team has 
experienced exception-
al growth this year, 
which is only possible 
through hard-work and 
team building. These 
girls set goals and put 
in the sweat-equity to 
see them through.

Congratulations on 
your season 8th grad-
ers, you will be missed. 
We know that you are 
capable of amazing 
things and can’t wait to 
see you on the courts 
in the future. 

Way to go, Wildcats.

Staff Report

Wakulla War Eagle 
kicker Chase Linville 
was named the 2022 
All-Big Bend Specialist 
Player of the Year.

Linville, a senior, 
averaged 59.4 yards 
on kickoffs and 36.1 
yards on punts. He was 
6-7 on field goals and 
hit a long of 47-yards. 
He was 30-32 on ex-
tra points with the two 
misses being blocked.

Also named to the 
All-Big Bend First 
Team were quarterback 
Haden Klees, a junior, 
who in 8 games played, 
was 117-187 for 1,948 
passing yards, with 20 
TDs, averaging 243.5 
yards per game.

Second team offense 
included running back 
Xavier Blake, a senior, 
who had 163 carries 
for 1,228 yards, with 
an average of 123 
yards per game; he had 

a long run of 83 yards 
and scored 8 TDs.

Receiver Samron 
Brinson, a sophomore, 
was also named to 
second team offense. 
His stats included 37 
catches for 707 yards, 
13 TDs.

Sophomore Jeremi-
ah Thomas was named 
to the second-team 
offense and defense. 
On offense, he had 33 
catches for 739 yards 
and 6 TDs. He also car-

ried the ball 21 times 
for 122 yards and 2 
TDs. As a kick return-
er, he had 136 yards. 
On defense, he had 84 
tackles, 39 solo, 35 as-
sists, and 3 intercep-
tions.

First team All-Big 
Bend Defense includ-
ed defensive lineman 
Todd Williams, a se-
nior, who had 73 tack-
les, including 48 solo, 
35 assists, 4 tackles 
for loss, 13 sacks, 1 

fumble recovery, and 2 
blocked punts.

On second team 
defense was junior 
Tanner Lanier, a line-
backer, who had 1008 
tackles, 53 solo, 55 as-
sists, and 5 sacks.

Cody Walker was 
named Honorable 
Mention defense. The 
senior had 54 tack-
les, 46 solo, 8 assists, 
5 tackles for loss, 2 
sacks and a blocked 
field goal.Chase Linville

Photographer Ken 
Fields was at the Cheez-

It Bowl on Thursday, 
Dec. 29 and shared his 
pictures of FSU’s 35-32 
win over Oklahoma. At 
near right, quarterback 

Jordan Travis scram-
bles. He was named 

game MVP. At far right,  
tight end Markeston 

Douglas after scoring a 
touchdown, celebrating 

with receiver Johnny 
Wilson. 

WMS Girls Basketball season finishes at 11-2

Kicker Chase Linville named All-Big Bend Specialist of Year

FSU wins Cheez-It Bowl, 35-32, over Oklahoma

Sheriff ’s Report
Activity reported for 

Dec. 23-29.

FRIDAY, DEC. 23

• Terrence Kimbrell 
reported that unknown 
persons entered a con-
struction site located on 
Woodville Highway. The 
suspects removed rolls 
of copper wire as well as 
tools and other items. 
The scene was processed 
by WCSO Crime Scene 
Investigation. The sto-
len items are valued at 
$1,500. This case has 
been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. 
Deputy Arturo Cordoba 
investigated.

• David Keliiheleua re-
ported his trailer tag as 
stolen. Keliiheleua ad-
vised he had the tag at-
tached with four heavy 
duty zip ties. Due to the 
zip ties, he does not be-
lieve it could have fallen 

off. The Florida tag was 
entered NCIC/FCIC as 
stolen. Keliiheleua was 
provided with the doc-
umentation to obtain a 
new tag. Deputy Carla 
Skelly investigated. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 25

• Janette Bobblett re-
ported an unknown fe-
male was present in her 
residence. Bobblett ad-
vised she and her hus-
band were not home but 
had viewed the suspect 
via a home security sys-
tem. Deputies respond-
ed and located Windy 
Sparks inside of the 
residence. Sparks was 
arrested for trespass-
ing and transported to 
the jail without incident. 
Deputy Ernesto Trujillo 
responded. 

• Adam Platt reported 
the well pump caught 
fire and destroyed the 

well house. Platt advised 
he had been having is-
sues with the well trip-
ping the breaker. Platt 
estimated the damage at 
approximately $30,000. 
No foul play is suspected 
at this time. Deputy Car-
la Skelly investigated.

MONDAY, DEC. 26

• Deputy Heather 
Will conducted a traffic 
stop on a car for speed-
ing. During the stop 
the driver gave permis-
sion to search the vehi-
cle. During the search 
an illegal vape pen was 
discovered along with 
miscellaneous. drug par-
aphernalia. The driver, 
Jacob Marin, was placed 
under arrest and trans-
ported to the jail without 
incident. 

• Bobby Robison re-
ported a fire at his 
residence. The house 

was fully engulfed and 
deemed a total loss. Ro-
bison stated he had re-
cently moved and there 
were only some personal 
belongings inside. Fire 
Rescue personnel ad-
vised the probable cause 
of the fire was from a 
tree falling on the pow-
erline connected to the 
house. Deputy Michelle 
Stripling investigated. 

TUESDAY, DEC. 27

• Hank Platt report-
ed the theft of his leaf 
blower. The blower is de-
scribed as an orange and 
black Husqvarna valued 
at $350. Platt did not 
wish to pursue criminal 
charges. Deputy Aman-
da Marsh investigated.

• Kevin Martinez was 
stopped for a faulty head-
light. Upon running his 
license, it was suspend-
ed for failure to appear 
in Traffic Court. Mar-
tinez was subsequent-
ly arrested for driving 

while license suspened 
or revoked (DWLSR) with 
knowledge. Deputy An-
thony Paul investigated.

• Sgt. Steven Parfitt 
responded to a house 
fire. Upon fire personnel 
extinguishing the fire 
it determined the was a 
grease fire in the kitch-
en. The owner was noti-
fied and advised he only 
had liability insurance. 
The tenants were offered 
assistance through Red 
Cross.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28

• Darrell Colvin re-
ported that, during the 
night, someone damaged 
a hose bib and garden 
hose at his residence. 
The water line was at-
tached to a 4x4 post. The 
post was busted off and 
the water hose had been 
pulled away from the 
original site. It appeared 
that a vehicle might have 
struck the line caus-
ing the damage. Deputy 

Kory Smith investigated.

THURSDAY, DEC. 29

• A traffic stop was 
conducted for speeding 
on Highway 98. The ve-
hicle operator Matthew 
Dillon was arrested for 
possession of cannabis, 
Oxycodone, and psilo-
cybin mushrooms. A 
firearm was seized, and 
Dillon was arrested and 
transported without inci-
dent. Deputy Kory Smith 
investigated.

• John Taylor report-
ed an unknown person 
entered his shed and re-
moved a concrete saw. 
The saw was valued at 
$2,300. This case has 
been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. 
Deputy Colton Sheridan 
investigated.

Please remember to 
always report suspicious 
or illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

SPORTS
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Historian Dale Cox to 
speak on Jan. 10

Lions Club welcomes 
new members

Nov. 28 was an exciting night at 
the Sopchoppy Lions Club meeting. 
Lion Warren Harden led the induc-
tion ceremony for new members Sue 
Hess, Jill Rudd and Glenn Rudd. The 
new members are sponsored by Lions 

Barbara and Frank Mingledorff. 
Sopchoppy Lions Club meetings 

are open to everyone on the fourth 
Monday of each month at the historic 
Sopchoppy School from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m.

Historian Dale Cox

Casey Fletcher Cindy Pandol� 

Employee, teachers of month for December
By DANIEL LILLY
Of the School Board

Casey Fletcher of 
Riversink Elementa-
ry School is December 
Teacher of the Month.

Casey Fletcher of 
Riversink Elementa-
ry School is December 
Teacher of the Month. 
Fletcher is currently a 
fifth grade teacher at 
Riversink and has pre-
viously taught second 
and first grade students. 
Fletcher shared “While 
attending Flagler Col-
lege, my classroom man-
agement teacher was 
Jackie High, then prin-
cipal of Riversink Ele-
mentary School. During 
class she always spoke 
so highly of not only her 
school, but of all Wakul-
la County Schools. That 
year I applied for a po-
sition as a paraprofes-
sional and I have been 
at Riversink ever since.” 
Fletcher continued, “I 
love to teach, but I also 
love to learn- and teach-
ing offers plenty of op-
portunities for learning. 
Whether it’s researching 
a topic related to student 
interests, exploring new 
ideas on student engage-
ment, or just trying to 
figure out what a-new 

slang words means that 
I heard from a student, 
I learn something new 
daily.”

Principal Catherine 
Cutchen said the follow-
ing of Fletcher, “Casey 
Fletcher is an innovative, 
creative teacher. She un-
derstands how to break 
down the standards 
and implement those 
standards in the most 
relevant manner possi-
ble. She reaches out to 
other schools to collab-
orate and ensures her 
students are getting the 
best version of her ev-
ery day. Casey is always 
upfront but profession-
al. She researches best 
practices, implements 
them, and then shares 
them with her peers. Ca-
sey is a teacher coach 
that provides profession-
al development to her 
peers. Overall, Casey is 
EPIC!”

Melissa Martin is De-
cember Teacher of the 
Month. She current-
ly serves all district 
schools as assistive 
technology specialist. 
Martin has taught mid-
dle school Science and 
English/language arts 
at Wakulla Middle as 
well as third and fifth 
grade at Riversink Ele-

mentary. 

Martin shared “I abso-
lutely love working with 
teachers and students 
one-on-one to problem 
solve. Being a part of the 
collaboration that oc-
curs when a teacher and 
I can put our minds to-
gether to solve a problem 
just makes me LOVE my 
job. When the student is 
able to provide input and 
ideas, it makes it all the 
more amazing. And the 
cherry on top is seeing 
the plan implemented 
and we see success - it 
doesn’t get any better 
than that for me! This is 
the best part of my job!”

Belinda McElroy her 
supervisor, spoke highly 
of Martin, “Melissa Mar-
tin was a phenomenal 
classroom teacher. She 

was innovative, engag-
ing and highly success-
ful. She was involved in 
Odyssey of the Mind and 
even participated in the 
NASA Education Pro-
gram. When she applied 
for our RLATS position, 
I couldn’t believe our 
luck. She has brought 
the same drive, excel-
lent work ethic and a 
positive attitude to the 
RLATS position. Melis-
sa is a problem solver. 
She makes herself ac-
cessible to teachers and 
students. She works 
with them to find the 
right Assistive Technol-
ogy and then trains the 
teachers and students in 
how to use it to meet the 
students’ needs. She is 
a continual learner, but 
she also takes that extra 
step and educates her 

colleagues on whatever 
she has learned. She has 
provided trainings for 
our teachers and para-
professionals and send 
out monthly newsletters 
to keep them up to date 
on technology tools that 
are free and available for 
students through Mic-
rosoft 365. Melissa and 
her husband also coach 
the WHS Cross Country 
team. She is a big pro-
ponent of physical fit-
ness, and she has even 
managed to get me start-
ed walking a couple of 
mornings each week at 
Azalea park. We are very 
blessed to have Melissa 
Martin on our Itinerant 
Team.”

Cindy Pandolfi of 
Shadeville Elementa-
ry School is Decem-
ber Employee of the 
Month.

Cindy Pandolfi of 
Shadeville Elementa-
ry School is December 
Employee of the Month. 
Pandolfi has been at 
Shadeville Elementary 
School since 1989 as 
a paraprofessional and 
then in 2007 became 
school secretary. She is 
a graduate of Wakulla 
High and shared that the 
position at Shadeville 

came at the perfect time. 
“Every day can be 

amusing. It’s true, kids 
say the darndest things. 
From a Kindergartener 
saying that her endome-
triosis was hurting her, 
to ‘I think I swallowed 
my tooth, I can’t find 
it.’ Sometimes they just 
want to share stories. 
Some can be very inter-
esting. Every day is an 
adventure,” says Pandol-
fi.

Principal Timothy 
Wheeler shared the fol-
lowing, “Ms. Cindy is one 
of the hardest working 
people I know, she is an 
integral part of Shadeville 
Elementary School. Not 
only does she help man-
age the office, the par-
ents, the teachers, and 
staff, but she also helps 
with all the unknown 
circumstances that may 
happen throughout a 
school day. She is one 
of the BEST. multitask-
ers I have ever seen. She 
makes a point to get to 
know all the students 
and their families creat-
ing a wonderful rapport, 
and therefore Shadeville 
Elementary School feels 
like one large family. 
Shadeville Elementary 
School would not be the 
same without her.” 

Obituaries

Special to The Sun

The Wakulla County 
Historical Society pro-
gram will feature his-
torian Dale Cox with a 
talk on his book, “The 
Fort at Prospect Bluff: 
The British Post on the 
Apalachicola and the 
Battle of Negro Fort.” 

The program will be 
held at the Wakulla 
County Public Library 
on Tuesday, Jan 10, at 
4:30 p.m., The public 
is invited at no cost. 
Dale will be available to 
sign the books before 
and after his talk. This 
will be his last book 
tour for a while as he is 
taking a break to work 
on research for future 
books. 

The research for 
this book has spanned 
most of Cox’s life with 
numerous discoveries 
in the last few years. 
“New evidence chang-
es what we knew about 
the British Post,” said 
Cox.

“The book has years 
of research, transla-
tion, and physical la-
bor in it,” said Rachael 
Conrad Cox, General 
Manager of Old Kitch-
en Books. “This book 
makes history because 

it gives you informa-
tion no one knew be-
fore now.”

Dale Cox is an 
award-winning writer 
and historian who lives 
near the quaint little 
community of Two Egg, 
Florida. He is the au-
thor of 19 books that 
tell history straight 
from the sources and 
bring stories to life. 
Retired from the New 
York Times Broadcast-
ing Group, Cox is now 
the historian for the 
new “off the beaten 
path” tourism channel, 
Two Egg TV. Cox is a 
descendant of Ameri-
can frontiersman Dan-
iel Boone as well as 
the Creek Indian chief 

Efau Emathla. He is a 
philanthropist donat-
ing time and efforts to 
preservation through 
coordinating commem-
orative events, record-
ing research, and plac-
ing historical markers. 
A volunteer with His-
torical Societies and 
Florida State Parks, 
he is inspiring many to 
help preserve ecologi-
cal and heritage trea-
sures for generations 
to come.

All of Dale’s books 
can be purchased at 
the Historical Society, 
24 High Drive, Craw-
fordville, or at the 
program. For more in-
formation, please call 
850-926-1110.

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Providing Insurance & 
Financial Services

Agent Bus: 850 745 2148 
23 Azalea Drive Unit A, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Kiersten Smith 

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Please 
Recycle

DEATH NOTICES
• Adair E. Akers, 104, of Tallahassee, died on Dec. 31, 2022. 
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel

• Russell Lee Congleton, 61, of Crawfordville, died Dec. 25, 
2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-
926-5919 Family� c.com

• William Louis Eichler, 89, of Crawfordville, died Dec. 30, 
2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-
926-5919 Family� c.com

• David Ray Elsperman, 67, of Crawfordville, died Dec. 30, 
2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-
926-5919 Family� c.com

• Ellanore Rojean Goater, 79, of Crawfordville, died Jan. 1, 
2023.Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-
926-5919 Family� c.com

• Sheila Nadine Hampton, 68, of Crawfordville, died Dec. 

28, 2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 
850-926-5919 Family� c.com

• Wayne Norman Jones, 52, of St. Marks, died Dec. 27, 
2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-
926-5919 Family� c.com

• Marion  H. Maag, 98, of Tallahassee, died Dec. 29, 2022. 
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-
5919 Family� c.com

• Flavey L. Mathers, 89, of Crawfordville, died Dec. 25, 
2022. Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-
926-5919 Family� c.com

• Myra L. Smith, 56, of Crawfordville, died Dec. 29, 2022.  
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel 850-926-
5919, www.family� c.com

• Alice Faye Th rockmorton, 83, of Crawfordville, died Dec. 
25, 2022.  Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel 
850-926-5919, www.family� c.com 
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NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

A look back at 2022 for � e Wakulla Sun:

What a year for the Sun
We held our ribbon-cutting and open house in April and had a huge turn-out! � ere was beer and wine and fresh-

shucked oysters from Rob Olin at Estuary Oysters. � ere were all kinds of � nger-foods and cheeses. It was a terri� c time 
and we enjoyed socializing with our advertisers, readers and supporters.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

I didn’t set out to start a 
newspaper, but I didn’t like 
the changes that the corpo-
rate owner intended to make 
with the newspaper I had 
been with for 26 years.

First came the staff re-
ductions: two positions were 
cut, including an inside sales 
person/receptionist who had 
been with the paper for 5 
years.

Then came the loss of lo-
cal control – ads and pages 
would no longer be built at 
the newspaper but at a “hub” 
out of state. The design of 
pages would now be a tem-
plate for cookie-cutter design 
for the dozens of newspapers 
being built. 

Three times I offered to buy 
the newspaper – I wanted to 
keep it a local, community 
paper. Three times I was told 
no.

So I turned in my resigna-
tion before Christmas with no 
idea what I was going to do 
next. 

On a Monday after the hol-
idays, the first person I told 
I was leaving and why asked 
if I had thought about start-
ing my own newspaper. I 
proceeded to tell him all the 
reasons that wouldn’t work. 
The worst of it was that I felt I 
needed to resign from all the 
organizations I was involved 
in – Rotary Club, where I had 
been appointed president a 
second time to fill the term 
of the former president who 
stepped down for personal 
reasons; plus Big Bend Hos-
pice’s local advisory board, 
and the Wakulla Wonderful 
committee planning the cel-
ebration of Wakulla County’s 
founding with a festival on 
March 12. To me, the pros-
pect of giving up that commu-
nity involvement was heart-
breaking but I felt I needed to 
walk away from it.

I told other people, they 
gave me the same response: 
Why don’t you start your own 
paper? I told them why it 
wouldn’t work. By Thursday 
of that week, I was telling yet 
another person why I couldn’t 
and something reached a tip-
ping point. True, there would 
be very significant hurdles 
to overcome. You’d be start-
ing from nothing and trying 

to assemble all the systems 
and processes to generate a 
paper.

But these were solveable 
problems. 

(I’m not using any names 
in this, but the first person I 
told and the person who made 
me wonder if maybe it could 
work are next-door neighbors 
with each other. In a conver-
sation over the fence, the two 
of them actually worked out 
their roles in the story.)

When I got home that eve-
ning, I told Meredith, my 
wife, that I was thinking 
about starting a newspaper. 
She was hesitant. She was 
fully supportive of buying an 
established newspaper – but 
starting a new one?

But it was better than 
some of my earlier ideas, one 
of which was to go to racing 
school.

“To do what?” she asked.
“Be a race driver.”
(Long silence. Throat clear-

ing, then:) “Have you thought 
of anything else?”

Though I wasn’t fully com-
mitted to it, I began to think 
of what would need to hap-
pen to start a new business.

I began to tell people I was 
thinking about starting a pa-
per. The reaction was always 
supportive. People were excit-
ed.

 And what really pushed it 
over the line were those peo-

ple who offered financial sup-
port. I didn’t take it, but the 
fact that people were willing 
to put up money to back the 
paper made me believe that it 
really could work.

(Soon, we will be set up to 
accept tax-deductible dona-
tions to support community 
journalism through the Flori-
da Community News Fund, a 
501(c)3 operated by the Flori-
da Press Foundation.)

In private conversations, 
the other members of the 
newspaper staff – salesper-
son Lynda Kinsey and graph-
ic artist Eric Stanton – said if 
I started a paper, they would 
join. We began referring to it 
as “our” paper.

They both submitted their 
resignations to come here. 
And I want to acknowledge 
what a giant leap of faith that 
was for both of them – Lyn-
da had been with that news-
paper for 33 years, Eric for 
nearly 20. Both gave up a 
steady paycheck and benefits 
to step out into this venture. 
I believe both did it because 
they are sincerely committed 
to community journalism, 
and what a local newspaper 
is supposed to be.

I have thanked both of 
them for jumping off this cliff 
with me.

I want to thank Meredith 
for her support of this ven-
ture.

There’s a lot of other peo-
ple to thank – everyone I talk-
ed to in the community who 
offered support and encour-
agement. 

Thanks to the advertisers 
in this issue. 

Thanks to Al Pasini, a good 
friend and Rotarian, who was 
the official first subscriber 
to The Wakulla Sun. Thanks 
to all of you who have sub-
scribed.

Thanks to Riddhi for join-
ing us. And Jessi.

Thanks to the columnists 
who contributed.

Thanks to those people 
who helped us get the busi-
ness started. 

And thank you to our read-
ers. Without you, none of this 
means anything.

We hope to earn your trust 
and keep it. Though we will 
inevitably make mistakes, we 
will own up to them and cor-
rect the record. 

This is your newspaper. 
It is local. It is sold, de-

signed and built by local peo-
ple. 

If you have a problem or a 
news tip or just want to chat, 
call me. We don’t have land-
lines yet, but my cell phone 
is (850) 566-2232. Or stop by 
the office, 12 Arran Road.

William Snowden is the 
editor and publisher of The 
Wakulla Sun. 

How we got here: The start of The Wakulla Sun
From the fi rst issue of The Wakulla Sun on Feb. 24:

� e � rst issue of � e Wakulla Sun on the press at the printer in Jacksonville.

William Snowden was grand marshall of the Rotary Valen-
tine Parade and rode in Bob Harts� eld’s hot rod truck.

� e founding group: Riddhi Patel, Lynda Kinsey, Meredith 
and Willliam Snowden, Krystal Sheppard, Eric Stanton.
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ JEREMY KUMOR

“No, you should 
try to improve 
yourself every 

day.”

WAYNE MORGAN 
RETIRED UNION WELDER

“Yes -they are 
like rules, they 
are made to be 

broken.” 

Polled at the Quick Stop in Crawfordville

POLLY NICHOLS
SPECIAL TOUCH CLEANING

“Of course I 
do, and I break 

them as quick as 
I make them.”

“I do, yes! 
One is to 

exercise more.”

KRISTIANNA DAVIS
ACCOUNTANT

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

KEVIN PRATER
STATE OF FLORIDA

“I used to – now, 
at the new year I 
pray a new year’s 

prayer.”

Do you make New Year’s resolutions?

Buckhorn News
By ETHEL SKIPPER

Happy New Year!
We have two faces: one looking into the past, the other looking into the future.
Welcome in the new year with a traditional new year’s dish and luck will follow 

you all year long. Many people enjoyed the same meal dating back to the 1800s 
with black-eyed peas and meat – usually pork, bacon or ham. The meal can in-
clude collard greens and cornbread. Some people have a tradition of eating it at 

midnight on New Year’s Eve and make their resolutions for the new year.
The symbolic importance of the new year’s dish is to bring good fortune to the 

new year. The black-eyed peas represent coins. Collard greens represent dollars 
or cash. Tomatoes if included represent health.

The custom is to eat all the black-eyed peas on your plate but three.
We wish you a happy new year!

Our prayers and concern goes out to all the sick and shut-in, those in hospi-
tals, nursing homes, prison, the homeless – all in need of help everywhere. Let us 
pray that all people will be born again: John 10:10: “I am come that they might 
have life.”

THE WAKULLA SUN

COMMUNITY NEWS

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Wakulla Station News
By VERNA BROCK

Happy New Year, everyone! We had our traditional dinner of pork, greens, 
black-eyed peas, rice and tomato gravy, which coincidentally is my favorite 
meal, to start the year off right. Yum-yum!

How AWESOME was it, to see Coach Norvell and the Seminoles win their 
bowl game? I was especially pleased, in that two of my sons-in-laws and 
my two grandsons were able to attend the game and have a fantastic family 
bonding time. Go Noles!

Please keep the families of Donna Kendrick, Irene Payne, R.H. Carter, 
Don and Sheryl Grimes and my family in your prayers, as we all adjust to 

life without some of our nearest and dearest loved ones. It makes a differ-
ence to know there are folks supporting us in prayer.

New Year’s day was a Sunday, and Church was such a great way to begin 
2023. Surrounded by church family, and partaking of communion in con-
templation of God’s great love for his creation. Amen and AMEN!

I am still trying to recover from the ricocheting weather we’ve had lately. 
Thanks, Mother Nature, for killing half my yard. I have dead leaves and 
sticks, or green slime, everywhere I look. But everything will eventually 
bounce back (I hope) or be gone. Is it too much to hope the freeze eradicated 
my nemesis, the dreaded Spanish Needle? It is the DEVIL! I spend half my 
time in the garden pulling it up before it goes to seed.

Here’s hoping each and everyone of us has a safe and prosperous year to 
come, and that we always remember to celebrate the richness of our bless-
ings. 

Calendar of upcoming events for the week of Jan. 5
On the Horizon

� ursday, January 5

• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla County meets at 
the TCC Wakulla Center at 8:30 a.m.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga 
with Nellie at 6 p.m. Packages available for $12 
at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. Please 
RSVP email at newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held 
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville. 
Th ere will be concessions and raffl  es.

Friday, January 6

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8 
p.m. every Friday at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonees St.

Saturday, January 6

• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community Center 
from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are welcome; 
please wear comfortable clothing. For questions 
call Rich or Terri Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• Panacea Farmers Market held next to the Pan-
acea FireStation  from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Local 
vendors will be selling homemade and home-
grown items and food vendors will be there.
• Wakulla County Fire Rescue Push-In Cer-
emony at the Wakulla County Fire Rescue 
Department at 9 a.m. At the ceremony, the new 
engine will receive a ceremonial fi rst wash down 
and then be pushed into the station by Wakulla 
County offi  cials and staff .
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Sunday, January 7
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 10 a.m. 
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Monday, January 9

• Th e Wakulla County Planning Commission 
meets in the Commission Chambers at 6 p.m.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community Center 
from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are welcome; 
please wear comfortable clothing. For questions 
call Rich or Terri Bushman at 850-228-9214.

• Th e Wakulla Respite Program will be available 
for anyone with memory impairment at no 
cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church.
• Rise and Shine with Lacey at 6 a.m. Hatha 
yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and at 6 p.m. Pack-
ages available for $12 at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838.
• Th e Sopchoppy City Commission meeting will 
be held at Sopchoppy City Hall at 6:30 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Tuesday, January 10

• Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held every 
week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla County Parks Advisory Commit-
tee will hold a public meeting at 4 p.m. at the 
Community Center.
• Yin Yoga with Nellie at 10:30 a.m. and Flow 
Yoga at 6 p.m. Packages available for $12 at New 
Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP 
email at newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call 
at (850) 528-5838.
• Th e Wakulla County Charter Review Com-
mission will hold a public meeting at the Com-
munity Center at 6:40 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, January 11

• Th e Wakulla County Code Enforcement board 
meeting will be held in the Commission Cham-
bers at 5:30 p.m.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community Center 
from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are welcome; 
please wear comfortable clothing. For questions 
call Rich or Terri Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• A Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center.
• Th e Wakulla County Garden Club will be 
meeting at the Wakulla County Public Library 
hosting presentations and workshops about 
gardening in Wakulla soil at 12 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Free Trees! 18th 
Annual

CRAWFORDVILLE

ARBOR 
DAY

From Courthouse (Arran Rd.), drive north on Ochlockonee St.,
 pass Hudson Park on right, turn left onto Cedar Ave., 
 follow signs, turn right onto circle drive at Extension Offi ce.

84 Cedar Avenue 
Wakulla County Extension Offi ce

Rain or Shine

Drive-Thru Giveaway
 2 Trees per Vehicle

Saturday, January 21st

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

with Florida Wildlife Federation, Just Fruits & Exotics, The Wakulla News & The Wakulla Sun.

Hundreds of young trees 
(in pots) will be given away!

Parsley Haw, Arrowwood Viburnum, 
   Hop Tree, Yellow Poplar, Red Maple,
 Sand Live Oak, Overcup Oak,
  Dahoon Holly, Chinquapin, & more.

Wakulla County Garden Club, Florida Forest Service,
Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society,

UF/IFAS Extension & Master Gardeners, & National Wildlife Federation
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

After a couple months of 
weekly trips to the range, 
you lock back the slide 
and look into the cham-
ber. That ramp thing that 
used to be a shiny slope of 
metal is now black. Oops. 
Yep. It’s shooting residue. 
The gun is dirty and beg-
ging to be cleaned, but 
first it’s necessary to learn 
how to fieldstrip the gun 
and then reassemble it.

You’ve been dreading 
this day. If you’ve taken 
one gun apart, does that 
mean you can take them 
all apart? 

Well, no. Darn it.
But all is not lost! Quite 

a few handguns are fairly 
easy to take apart.

I really like the ease of 
taking apart the Smith & 
Wesson Shield EZ .380 
and 9mm handguns. 
The new Sig Sauer P365 
X-Comp also breaks down 
in a similar fashion as do 
the Heckler & Koch VP 
series, the FN 509, the Sig 
P320 and the Springfield 
XD series. 

Today, let’s take apart 
the S&W M&P .380 Shield 
EZ. Why? 

Because this is an easy 
gun to handle and a lot of 
people have purchased it. 
The slide pulls back with-
out requiring too much 
strength. Trigger pull is 
light and trigger travel is 
not long. Recoil is light 
as well. You can buy this 
handgun with or without 
a safety. The grip is fairly 
small, but if you have 
small hands, you’ll prob-
ably not find your pinky 
finger dangling beneath 

the grip. 
First, read your man-

ual. If you haven’t field-
stripped a gun before, it 
might not make a whole 
lot of sense to you just 
now, but it’s a start. Since 
I’m right-handed, I’ll ex-
plain it as a right-handed 
person. 

No t i c e  the  heavy 
grooves cut into the top 
rear of the slide. Holding 
the gun in your left hand 
with your finger off the 
trigger, grab those grooves 
with your right thumb and 
index finger. Pull the slide 
all the way towards you 
until the slide lock rises 
and the slide locks back. 
Look into the chamber. 

Is there any round in 
the chamber? No? Great! 
Now press the magazine 
release button so the mag-
azine will slide out of the 
grip. When there’s no 
magazine and no round 
in the chamber, you can 
be sure the gun will not 
fire. No matter what gun 
you fieldstrip, you want 
to make sure it is empty 
before you take it apart.

In front of the slide 
lock is a lever. This is the 
takedown lever. It has a 
bunch of thin grooves. 
Place a thumb on those 
grooves and press down-
ward until the lever is at 
a 90-degree angle to its 
original position.

Hold the slide with your 
left hand and the grip with 
your right. Take your right 
thumb and depress the 
slide lock. At the same 
time, guide the slide for-
ward with your left hand. 
Do not press the grip safe-
ty as you do this. Guide 
the slide assembly forward 
until it comes away from 
the lower part of the gun.

Presto! Now you have 
an upper part and a lower 
part!

Put the lower aside. 
Take the slide and turn it 
upside down.

See the spring? This 
is the recoil spring and 
you’re about to take it out. 
While covering the spring 
with your left hand, gently 
squeeze it where it meets 

the barrel block. It comes 
out easily, but you cover it 
with your left hand just so 
it doesn’t jump and land 
on the floor. 

Reach in and lift the 
barrel block (with its bar-
rel) out of the slide as-
sembly. In front of you are 
the barrel, recoil spring 
and the slide. These three 
parts comprise the slide 
assembly. 

Congratulations! You 
have fieldstripped your 
gun successfully! 

Now you can refer to 
your manual and find all 
the areas of the gun that 
need to be cleaned and lu-
bricated. That’s an article 
for next time. Basically, I 
allow another half hour 
to do the job. I’ll tell you 
my favorite items to have 
on hand when cleaning a 
gun. After several clean-
ings, you’ll find products 

you like the best. What-
ever you use, have them 
ready ahead of time. You’ll 
thank yourself!

To put the gun back to-
gether, hold the barrel by 
its barrel block and lower 
it into the slide frame.

Pick up the spring. 
Which side goes in first? 
Notice that one end has 
2 flat sides and 2 curved 
sides. Place the opposite 
end into the hole in the 
slide that is above the 
barrel.

You will match one of 
the two curved sides of 
the other end into the 
curved indentation of the 
barrel block. Squeezing 
the spring gently, fit this 
curved side into the barrel 
block’s curved indenta-
tion. Ha! Now all 3 parts 
of the slide are together 
again!

Holding the lower in 

your right hand, notice 
grooves in both the upper 
and the lower. Align them 
and move the upper into 
the grooves of the low-
er. Push the slide all the 
way until you can engage 
the slice lock with your 
thumb. 

One small trick to put-
ting the slide back on this 
.380 is that you Not push 
on the grip safety at the 
same time. As you’re fit-
ting the 2 pieces together, 
it seems natural to hold 
the gun by the grip, de-
pressing that safety.

Don’t do it! If you do, 
you’ll find you can’t get 
the slide on all the way. 
So, change the way you’re 
holding the gun and don’t 
push on that grip safety.

See? Now it works.
Before we go, and while 

the slide is still locked 
back, it’s time to return 

the take down lever to 
its original position. Just 
take your thumb and flip 
it upwards until it is paral-
lel to the slide once more.

Release the slide lock. 
Did you do everything 
correctly? To check, point 
the gun in a safe direction 
and pull the trigger. Yes, 
even when you know the 
gun is empty, stay in the 
habit of pointing it away 
from anyone when you 
squeeze a trigger. Now, 
did you hear the click of 
the trigger? 

You did it! Fieldstrip-
ping these guns is not so 
difficult after all. 

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County  Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

Fieldstripping the M&P .380 Shield EZ

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208Wakulladiving.com

CCCCylindersylindersylindersylindersylinders

sssssssspear
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BC BC BC BC 

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park last week, 
snapped this photo of a yellow-crowned night heron.
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We would like to wish 
everyone a very happy 
new year! It has been 
said that yesterday has 
passed, and tomorrow 
is not guaranteed, so we 
must live in today.

There are many things 
you can do to help make 
each day you go out on 
the water more safe. You 
can be prepared for the 
unexpected and know the 
steps to take should an 
emergency happen.

One of the best pro-
active things you can do 
is participate in a Vessel 
Safety Check. Vessels 
passing safety checks 
are awarded a U.S. Coast 
Guard / Auxiliary Decal 
that informs the Coast 
Guard / Auxiliary, Harbor 
Patrol, Sheriff, Police and 
other boating law-enforce-
ment & safety agency’s 
that your boat was in full 
compliance with all Feder-
al and State boating laws 
during a safety check for 
that year. Best of all every 

Vessel Safety Check is 
100% Free of charge!

The items checked in-
clude:

• Life Jackets
• Registration and 

numbering
• Navigation lights
• Ventilation
• Distress signals 

(flares, horn, etc.)
• Battery cover and 

connections
All of these items are 

currently required by state 
and federal laws and, if 
missing or non-operating, 

can result in a citation if 
your vessel is inspected by 
the Coast Guard or other 
law enforcement agencies.

It is the mission of this 
program is to minimize 
the loss of life, personal 
injury, property dam-
age and environmental 
impact associated with 
the use of recreational 
boats, through preventive 
means.

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 

Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember safe 
boating is no accident!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on FaceBook 
@ Apalachee Bay Flotilla 
12 or contact our Flotil-
la Commander Phil Hill 
at pnkkhill2000@yahoo.
com.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component of 
the U.S. Coast Guard and 
supports the Coast Guard 
in nearly all mission areas. 
The Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
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Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination
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Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

It’s a new year.

It’s 2023 and I hope you had a great Christmas 
and a good start for the New Year. 

I had a sore develop on the bottom of my left 
stump so I had to stay out of the water so any bac-
teria would not get the wound infected. That means 
I have not been able to finish my side mount class. 
The good news is the wound is almost healed up 
and hopefully I will be back to my class in a couple 
weeks. I will continue to give you the results of my 
side mount training as I continue with the class.

So it’s 2023 and that means a new diving season 
will begin for most of us in February and March. 
Here in North Florida most of us dive all year long. 
We have several springs within 2 to 2 1/2 hours to 
dive in. With the ocean water temperature at 62-
64 degrees some still dive there. For me this time 
of year signals a new beginning to our dive season 
and scuba training. 

Starting in January I will be taking advanced 
students through the rescue diving course. This is a 
specialty course designed to give a diver some basic 
CPR, first aid, and how to help a diver who might be 
experiencing some degree of difficulty in the water.

The rescue dive student has to endure 15 hours 
of PowerPoints without falling asleep. I covered some 
of this in an article earlier this year. These are very 
important classroom instructions because we cover 
the various types of issues they might encounter 
when they go diving. In the class room part we 
cover Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 6:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St. CPR, AED use and 
basic first aid.

Then we have the water training: we spend all 
day in the springs and this is where it gets fun 
only if you’re the instructor or assistant instructor. 
Most instructors give the basics of rescue that only 
covers enough to get the rescue diver in trouble at 
best. When I teach my rescue open water the res-
cue student will have a good physical knowledge of 
how to rescue a much panicked diver and be able to 
recover a diver that has drowned at the bottom and 
start rescue breathing at the surface all the while 
swimming to the edge or boat.

Unless you have had an experience with a pan-
icked scuba diver it’s  a very interesting experience 
and if you try to rescue a panicked diver without 
the proper training, you too will become a victim 
and most likely both of you will drown. I am doing a 
rescue class in January 2023 because I want divers 
to feel comfortable and trained in the event their 
skills are needed to help a fellow diver. 

The classroom portion is four evenings for about 
three hours each evening and on the forth evening 
there will be the CPR, AED, and first aid portion. 
This part of the class I will have an outside trainer 
come in so they will get a cert card that is good for 
two years.

The physical or water portion of the training will 
be on the Saturday at a spring. This open water 
training will be a great and even possibly a little 
scary for the student but it is in a very controlled 
environment. We actually have a great time and the 
student is a little more aware of the surroundings 
in the water when they are diving for fun.

Remember this is not a license to go looking for 
an issue but it should help them notice what’s going 
on around them. 

Enjoy the New Year that is before you and please 
continue to train more than open water, your life or 
someone else’s life may depend on it.

Keep making bubbles.

FOLLOW THE SUN. Your local source 
for news.

From FWC News

Harvest of red grouper and 
lane snapper will reopen in Gulf 
state waters on Jan. 1, 2023, 
after early season closures. 

The FWC is committed to 
collecting critical recreational 
harvest fishing data to inform 
management of popular reef 
fish, including red grouper. The 
State Reef Fish Survey provides 
the FWC with a clearer pic-

ture of stock health, so please 
make sure you are signed up as 
a State Reef Fish Angler. This 
designation is required for rec-
reational anglers and spear-
fishers who intend to fish for or 
harvest certain reef fish species 
from a private vessel in Florida. 
To learn more about the State 
Reef Fish Survey, visit MyFWC.
com/SRFS.

For more information on rec-
reational regulations for red 

grouper, visit MyFWC.com/Ma-
rine and click on “Recreational 
Regulations,” “Reef Fish” and 
then “Grouper.  For more in-
formation on recreational lane 
snapper regulations, visit My-
FWC.com/Marine and click 
on “Recreational Regulations,” 
“Reef Fish” and then “Snapper.” 
You can also download the Fish 
Rules App to keep up to date 
on current fishing regulations 
while on the water.

From FWC News

Recreational harvest of gag 
grouper and gray triggerfish 
closes in Gulf state waters on 
Jan. 1, 2023. Recreational har-
vest of gag grouper for all Gulf 
state waters, excluding Monroe 
County, will open on Sept. 1, 
2023. This modification of the 
Gulf gag grouper recreation-
al season was approved by the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission (FWC) at 
its July 2022 meeting in order 
to reduce overfishing and im-
prove gag grouper abundance. 
Recreational harvest of gray 

triggerfish in Gulf state waters 
will open on March 1, 2023.

The FWC is committed to 
collecting critical recreational 
harvest fishing data to inform 
management of popular reef 
fish, including gag grouper. The 
State Reef Fish Survey provides 
the FWC with a clearer pic-
ture of stock health, so please 
make sure you are signed up as 
a State Reef Fish Angler. This 
designation is required for rec-
reational anglers and spear-
fishers who intend to fish for or 
harvest certain reef fish species 
from a private vessel in Florida. 
To learn more about the State 

Reef Fish Survey, visit MyFWC.
com/SRFS.

For more information on rec-
reational grouper regulations, 
visit MyFWC.com/Marine and 
click on “Recreational Regu-
lations,” “Reef Fish” and then 
“Grouper.” For more informa-
tion on recreational gray trig-
gerfish regulations, visit MyF-
WC.com/Marine and click on 
“Recreational Regulations,” 
“Reef Fish” and then “Trigger-
fish.” You can also download 
the Fish Rules App to keep up 
to date on current recreational 
regulations while on the water.

Red grouper, lane snapper opened Jan. 1

Gag grouper, trigger� sh closed Jan. 1
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Special to The Sun

The First Pentecostal Church of Crawfordville will 
be having an old fashioned nightly revival beginning 
Monday, Jan. 9th at 7:30 p.m. This revival will be 
nightly until God says stop! Jimmy Griggs Sr. will 
be the evangelist for these services. Come join us 
on Sunday, Jan. 8th at 10:30 a.m. for the kick-off 
service! 

The church is located at 5 Crescent Way in Craw-
fordville.

Church to hold revival

When procrastination stresses you out

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Do any of these sce-
narios describe you or 
your day?

You’re stressed be-

cause your assignment 
is due at the end of the 
week. 

You know you’d get 
more done at work—
if you were more disci-
plined with your time.

You sigh deeply at 
the breakfast and lunch 
dishes, including the pot 
you need to cook dinner, 
still stacked in the kitch-
en sink.

Your face flushes with 
embarrassment as you 
sign in your kids late 
at school (again), which 
means you’ll also be late 
for work (again).

The knot in your stom-
ach grows bigger as the 
list of family and friends 
you haven’t kept in touch 
with grows longer and 
longer.

How do these kinds of 
scenarios affect your life? 

Because I’ve struggled 
with procrastination, I 
understand. You’re tired 
of ending every day more 
and more stressed be-
cause of the time you’ve 
wasted. Most of all, you 
desire to feel God’s plea-
sure instead of hoping 
deep down He’ll not give 
up on you, even though 

you’re ready to give up on 
yourself.

Clearly, beating our-
selves up for our I’ll-do-
it-tomorrow ways only 
makes it worse. But how 
do we conquer the life-
time habits of putting 
things off and mismanag-
ing our time? How do we 
gain the will to do so and 
the commitment to stick 
with it? 

Though I’ve improved 
over the years (thank 
You, God!), I still have 
room to grow. One thing 
that has helped me was 
learning to value each 

day and asking God to 
help me feel excited about 
what I could accomplish 
before going to bed each 
night.

If you can relate to 
what I’m saying, per-
haps this familiar verse 
could help you develop a 
more positive and hopeful 
mindset: “This is the day 
that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad 
in it” (Psalm 118:24 ESV).

What if we seize the 
day and make the most 
of each one throughout 
this new year?

Imagine how it will 

change us (including how 
we feel about ourselves) 
if we begin, right now, to 
rejoice in the miracle and 
possibilities of each day. 
Including the one we’re 
living right now. 

The day created by the 
One Who will never ever 
give up on us. 

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

A resolution of the spirit

By CHERYL CRUCE

Happy New Year! The 
clock chimed at mid-
night as fireworks lit 
the night sky. The old 
year faded into the his-
tory book of life, and a 
fresh new year has be-
gun. Festivities such as 
birthdays, anniversa-
ries, and vacation des-
tinations are marked on 
a new calendar with an-
ticipation of future cele-
brations. And the cycle 
of life continues. We are 

another day older. We 
are another year older. 
But are we another year 
wiser?

I am not one for mak-
ing New Year’s resolu-
tions. I struggle with 
staying committed to 
my promise. More often 
than not, I will fall head-
first into a landslide of 
disappointment. I want 
to say I will exercise 
more, be kinder, and 
break old habits. These 
are excellent aspirations 
to reach for. However, I 
need more than a one-
day commitment. Some-
thing has to change 
within my person before 
I can support a shift to-
ward a better me. 

Anyone who wants 
to succeed in life’s res-
olutions must have a 
strong beginning. When 
Plato said, “The begin-

ning is the most import-
ant part of the work,” 
he spoke the truth. We 
must carefully map out 
our new start, strength-
ening ourselves for 
the journey. Our com-
mitments cannot be 
surface deep without 
much thought of our 
being strong enough 
to follow through. Our 
pledges must be more 
than words spoken in 
a fleeting moment of 
time. Without careful 
planning, the one-day 
resolution becomes a 
failure. Regardless, the 
New Year is a time of 
new beginnings and vi-
sion. 

Did you know Jesus 
talked about resolu-
tions? Not necessarily 
declarations for a new 
year but for a new life. 
Jesus shared the wis-

dom of old garments and 
old wineskins. He said 
you do not tear a new 
garment to patch an old 
one because the fabric 
will not match, and the 
new garment will also be 
ruined. Similarly, if you 
pour the new wine into 
the old wineskin, the old 
skin will burst, and the 
new wine will spill (Luke 
5:37). So, it is with us 
that we might resolve to 
receive the garment of 
righteousness and the 
wine of His spirit, whole 
and complete in Him. 

What vision do you 
have for your life? Is it 
a new promotion, los-
ing weight, or exercising 
more?  Is it to be a stron-
ger person, physically 
or spiritually stronger? 
Whatever the course, 
begin with a new wine-
skin; wear His garment. 

Remember, the begin-
ning is most important. 
Success comes when 
we follow the One who 
strengthens us. Did you 
know that a righteous 
man can falter and fall, 
but he will rise again? 
Those who do not con-
tinue in God’s word fall 
into calamity, never to 
rise again. (Proverbs 
24:16).  

The New Year is not 
the only day of commit-
ment. Every morning 
when we open our eyes, 
we are given a fresh start 
to become the new wine-
skin, to receive the new 
wine of grace. Follow the 
teachings of our Lord 
and allow Him to set 
the way for you. To rise 
again in His will. The 
Psalmist writes, “Thy 
word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light unto my 

path (Psalm 119:105).” 
Allow the light of Heaven 
to illuminate and guide 
your steps every day. 

Philippians 3:12-15 
Not that I have already 
obtained this or am al-
ready perfect, but I press 
on to make it my own 
because Christ Jesus 
has made me his own. 
Brothers, I do not con-
sider that I have made it 
my own. But one thing 
I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and strain-
ing forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus. 

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

Christmas is the best 
time of the year, espe-
cially when it involves 
family. It’s the one time 
of the year that families 
get together to celebrate 
together.

Of course, at least from 
my perspective, it is also 
the most hectic time of 
the year. 

This year, we had a spe-
cial new family member, 
our second great-grand-
child, born a week before 
Christmas.

As you might imagine, 
that little one was the 
center of attention. Ev-
erybody had to hold the 
little one at least once.

I could see the little 
one had absolutely no 
idea what was happen-
ing. Although these were 
wonderful memories for 
us, that little one will 
never remember this time 
together. But there will be 
other times, I assure you.

One daughter was tak-
ing pictures of just about 
everyone, which is im-
portant. The one picture 
she took, and I probably 
was the only one who 
understood, was between 
The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage and that 
little great-granddaugh-
ter.

The beauty of that pic-
ture was there was the 
oldest and the youngest 
person in our family to-
gether. Don’t let her know 
that I said this because 
I may not get any older.

It was a fun time, and 
when it was all over, ev-
erybody went home, even 
the family’s newest mem-
ber. The mother of the 
new baby had to spend a 
lot of time wrestling her 
from the great-grand-
mother.

Later that night, my 
wife and I sat together 
reflecting on our family 
get-together.

Sighing deeply, I said, 
“It sure has been a great 
year, hasn’t it?”

Thinking deeply, which 
is the beginning of trou-
ble, my wife said, “It was 
a great year.” Then, after 
more deep thought, she 
continued, “But the New 
Year is going to be so 
much better.”

Not learning from the 
past, I replied, “What’s so 
new about the new year?”

She looked at me as 
though she had never 
seen me before, and with 
one of her sarcastic tones, 
she said, “It’s a new year, 
and everything is going to 
be new.”

“What do you think 
is going to be new about 
this coming New Year?” I 
responded.

“Everything will be new 
this coming year, and I 
can’t wait to see all the 
new stuff.”

Pausing for a moment, 
she then said, “Last year, 
we didn’t even know at 
this time that we were go-

ing to have a great-grand-
daughter. She is new in 
our family.”

Well, she had me on 
that one for sure. Maybe 
she was expecting anoth-
er new great-grandchild 
this coming year. So I 
didn’t pursue that.

“So,” I said rather 
slowly, “what will be new 
this coming year?”

“Everything is going to 
be new this coming year.” 
She said with a smile 
dancing on her face.

“Except for a new fami-
ly member,” I said to her, 
“everything this next year 
is going to be the same.”

She could not let me 
get away with that and 
said most vehemently, 
“Everything is going to be 
new. Trust me.”

I had her just about 
where I wanted her and 
was very careful in my 
next steps.

“So, tell me, how many 
months will there be this 
coming year?”

Looking at me, she 
smirked and said, “There 
will be 12 months this 
coming year. What are 
you talking about?”

“Well,” I stuttered a 

little, “weren’t there 12 
months this past year? 
This next year we will 
have the same 12 months 
as we had last year.”

Looking at me, she 
said, “I think you’re get-
ting a little goofy here.”

“And,” I pursued a lit-
tle more, “how many days 
of the week will there be 
in this new year? Will 
there be any more than 
last year?”

She stared at me, not 
knowing what to say.

“Also, there will still 
be 24 hours in every 
day. That’s not going to 
change either.”

I paused for a moment 
and then said, “When is 
your birthday this coming 
year?”

She told me and said, 
“It’s the same as it was 
the last year, you silly 
boy.”

“Oh,” I said rath-
er thoughtfully, “your 
birthday this year is the 
same as last year, so your 
birthday isn’t new this 
year.”

“But,” she replied, “I 
will be a year older.”

Looking at her I re-
plied, “Weren’t you a year 

older this year?”
Finally, she began to 

understand what I was 
saying, and looking at me 
very quizzically, she said, 
“You sure have a stupid 
way of looking at things, 
don’t you?”

Then she said some-
thing rather startling, “I 
guess you are right in 
this.”

Well, I was rather 
stunned because that 
was new.

Pondering this conver-
sation I was reminded of 
what wise old Solomon 
said. “The thing that hath 
been, it is that which 

shall be; and that which 
is done is that which shall 
be done: and there is no 
new thing under the sun” 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9).

The secret to a happy 
life is enjoying what I 
have right now.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

The misconception of a new year

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR
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WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. Hello, 2023

It’s a new year, and 
people all over the 
world are looking to 
make a fresh start, im-
prove their habits or 
set new goals. They of-
ten do this by making 
new year’s resolutions 
in which they write out 
the things they want to 
achieve. The word “res-
olution” comes from the 
word “resolve,” which 
means to decide firmly 
on a course of action. 
As a class, discuss res-
olutions you would like 
to make to improve 
your habits or achieve 
goals in the new year. 
Then search the news-
paper or Internet for 
people in the news who 
might want to make 
new year’s resolutions. 
Pick three and write out 
a resolution each might 
want to make — and 
why. Finish by writing 
out a resolution you 
would like to make and 
explain how you can 
make it come true.

Goals: Responding 
thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives, summa-
rizing points of agree-
ment and disagree-
ment; producing clear 
and coherent writing in 
which the development, 
organization and style 
are appropriate to the 
task.

2. History Every Day

American history is 
not just something that 
is celebrated on the 
Fourth of July. Web-
sites like OnThisDay.
com show that inter-
esting and important 
things have happened 
almost every day in our 
history (click here). Just 
this week, for example, 
two famous people from 
American history were 
born — Betsy Ross and 
Paul Revere. And they 
were born on the same 
day — January 1 — in 
different years. Bet-
sy Ross, who is said 
to have sewn the first 
American flag, was born 
on January 1, 1752 in 
Gloucester City, New 
Jersey and later lived in 
Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, where the Decla-
ration of Independence 
was signed. Paul Revere 
was born the same day 
in 1735 in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts and is fa-
mous for his “midnight 
ride” warning that “the 
British are coming” at 
the start of America’s 
War of Independence. 
As Revere and Ross 
demonstrated, history 
is made every day in the 
United States and oth-
er nations. As we start 
a new year, team with 
a partner and use the 
newspaper or Internet 
to read a story about an 
event that could be re-
membered in the future 
as important to history. 
Use what you read to 
write a paragraph tell-
ing why you think this 
event is important and 
could be remembered.

Goals: Writing in-
formative/explanato-
ry texts to examine a 

topic and convey ideas 
and information clearly; 
citing specific textual 
evidence when writing 
or speaking to support 
conclusions.

3. Lego Love

For more than 70 
years, Lego brick sets 
have been hugely popu-
lar with kids and adults 
all over the world. More 
than 600-BILLION piec-
es have been sold in 
different combinations, 
and they have inspired 
people to do some un-
usual things. They in-
spired Russell Cassevah 
to set two world records 
walking barefoot over 
paths of Legos (ouch!). 
And now they have in-
spired him to use Lego 
sets to cheer up chil-
dren in hospitals across 
the United States, the 
Washington Post news-
paper reports. Cassev-
ah has established an 
organization called the 
Little Bricks Charity, 
and each year he uses 
donations to give away 
more than $120,000 

worth of Lego sets to 
kids being treated at 
29 children’s hospitals 
nationwide. Cassev-
ah, a 38-year-old who 
has loved Legos since 
he was 4, sometimes 
builds with patients af-
ter delivering their Lego 
sets. “When I build with 
kids, my goal is to cre-
ate fun memories and 
give them a voice and 
let them talk,” he said. 
More than anything, 
he adds, they “laugh 
and have fun.” Peo-
ple do many different 
things to help children 
or families in need. In 
the newspaper or online 
find and closely read a 
story about children or 
a family that could use 
some help. Use what 
you read to write a let-
ter to the editor tell-
ing what kind of help 
is needed and how the 
community could pro-
vide it.

Goals: Writing opin-
ion pieces on topics 
or texts, supporting a 
point of view with rea-
sons and information; 

reading closely what a 
text says explicitly and 
to make logical infer-
ences from it.

4. High Flying Career

In the United States 
and around the world, 
older adults are living 
longer and more ac-
tive lives. Consider the 
case of Bette Nash. At 
86 years old, she is the 
longest serving airline 
flight attendant in the 
world. Nash, who took 
her first flight as a teen-
ager in the 1950s, has 
been flying and serving 
passengers for more 
than 65 years, the Mod-
ern Met news site re-
ports. She started her 
career in 1957 as an at-
tendant for Eastern Air-
lines, which eventually 
became American Air-
lines. Nash still flies for 
American, and as a se-
nior attendant she has 
been able to choose her 
preferred route from 
New York City, to Wash-
ington, DC to Boston, 
Massachusetts. She 
likes to have that route 
because it allows her to 
be home every night to 
care for her adult son, 

who has a disability. 
She has no plans to 
stop flying “as long as 
I have my health.” “It’s 
just been the perfect 
career path,” she says. 
“It’s given my love of 
people an outlet, and I 
like to think I’ve given 
good service to others.” 
Many careers provide 
opportunities for people 
who enjoy working with 
other people or the pub-
lic. In the newspaper or 
online, find and closely 
read a story about one 
such career. Use what 
you read to write a let-
ter to a friend telling 
what skills and person-
ality traits are needed 
to be successful in this 
career. Which of these 
skills do you have?

Goals: Conducting 
short research projects 
that build knowledge 
about a topic; produc-
ing clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organiza-
tion and style are ap-
propriate to the task.

5. The Year in Pic-
tures

It’s often said that a 

picture is worth 1,000 
words. What that 
means is that pictures 
communicate and con-
nect with people in a 
way that words do not. 
They SHOW how peo-
ple feel in situations 
that are both painful 
and wonderful and they 
provide proof of prob-
lems that need to be 
solved. In December 
or January each year, 
newspapers and web-
sites look back at the 
previous 12 months to 
give viewers a look at 
“The Year in Pictures.” 
In the newspaper or on-
line, find and study a 
“Year in Pictures” fea-
ture. Choose one photo 
from the feature or find 
a photo from today’s 
news that tells a power-
ful story. Write a para-
graph explaining how 
the picture tells a story 
more effectively than 
words could do alone. 
Share with the class 
and discuss.

Goals: Reading close-
ly what written and vi-
sual texts say and mak-
ing logical inferences 
from them.
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A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, January 5, 2023 – Page 11

CLERK POSITION OPEN FOR 
SHIELDS MARINA 

Flex hours, Good benefi ts, Com-
petitive Salary & Great environ-
ment and working conditions.  

If interested, send a resume to 
pcmarks@comcast.net or call 

850-925-6223.  
(Do not apply at marina.)

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850)926-4353

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE

2655-B Crawfordville Hwy.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

RENTALS

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

27-A&B Azalea Dr. 
(behind Pizza Hut and CVS)

850-745-6906
facebook.com/raysthriftstore

Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s
Thrift Store
Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s 9:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M.  

Monday - Saturday

Not your Typical Thrift Store!
NEW SHIPMENT!

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

CLUES 
ACROSS
1. Basics
4. Swiss river
7. Constrictor 
snake
8. Building 
occupied by 
monks
10. Discount
12. Deal a blow 
to
13. Relating to 
the ear
14. � yrotropin
16. Loud, un-
pleasant noise
17. Large intes-
tines
19. Move with a 
curving trajec-
tory
20. Witnesses
21. You need 
both to live
25. Dash

26. Network
27. Dig
29. C. European 
river
30. Supplement 
with di�  culty
31. Corporate 
executive
32. Carroll 
O’Connor’s on-
screen wife
39. No variation
41. Airborne 
(abbr.)
42. “Heidi” au-
thor
43. A�  rmative
44. Pie _ __ 
mode
45. W. Asian 
country
46. Grotesque or 
bizarre
48. Delicacy (ar-
chaic)
49. Textile

50. Denial
51. Electronic 
data processing
52. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Engulf
2. Waterside 
hotel
3. Printed cot-
ton fabric
4. Defensive nu-
clear weapon
5. One who fol-
lows the rules
6. Lace up once 
more
8. Fire byprod-
uct
9. Hankerings
11. Outer
14. One-time 
aerospace � rm
15. Seafood
18. Commercial

19. Epoxy hard-
ener (abbr.)
20. Samoan 
monetary unit
22. Type of 
gland
23. Arrest
24. Check
27. Past partici-
ple of be
28. Alias
29. A major di-
vision of geolog-
ical time
31. Kids pro-
gramming 
channel (abbr.)
32. Joked
33. Helps little 
� rms
34. Roman nu-
meral 50
35. Impressive 
in size or scope
36. Domineer-
ing leader
37. A person 
who delivers a 
speech
38. One a� er 89
39. Young hawk
40. � e scene 
of any event or 
action
44. A team’s best 
pitcher
47. Integrated 
data processing

CROSSWORD 

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946
Hiren & Purvi Patel – Pharmicists

Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

EMPLOYMENT    
OPPORTUNITY
Animal Control 

Officer 
Department of  
Public Safety

RE-ADVERTISEMENT
The Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners is seek-
ing qualified applicants for a full 
-time, Animal Control Officer.  
Starting salary is $13-$14 an 
hour, depending on experience 
and comes with a robust ben-
efits package.  Refer to  www.
mywakulla.com for additional 
information.  Must be a resident 
of Wakulla County to qualify. 

Veteran’s preference will be 
given to qualified applicants. 
Wakulla County is an AA/EOE 
employer. Applications must be 
received on or before 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023.

Dec., 22, 29, Jan., 5

EMPLOYMENT    
OPPORTUNITY

BUILDING        
TECHNICIAN I

The Wakulla County Board 
of County Commissioners is 
seeking qualified applicants for 
the position of Building Techni-
cian I.  This is a full time, bene-
fited position, which is primarily 
responsible for assisting with 
front desk operations, including 
but not limited to the receiving, 
reviewing, and processing per-
mit applications for the Building 
Department.   

For more information visit www.
mywakulla.com Veteran’s Pref-
erence will be given to qualified 
applicants.  Wakulla County is 
an AA/EOE.  Starting salary is 
$14.30 an hour. The application 
closing date for this position is 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
at 5:00 p.m.

Dec., 22, 29, Jan., 5

EMPLOYMENT    
OPPORTUNITY

FLEET MECHANIC
ROAD AND 

BRIDGE               
DEPARTMENT

The Wakulla County Board 
of County Commissioners is 
seeking qualified applicants for 
a full-time benefitted position of 
Fleet Mechanic in the Road & 
Bridge Department.  

Generous benefit package with 
starting salary of $16.00 per 
hour. For additional information 
visit www.mywakulla.com. Drug 
screening is required. Veteran’s 
preference will be given to qual-
ified applicants. Wakulla Coun-
ty is an AA/EOE.  Applications 
must be received by 5:00 p.m., 
Wednesday January 11, 2023.

Dec., 22, 29, Jan., 5Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925
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Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Wiregrass
By LYNN ARTZ and SANDY TEDDER 

Wiregrass (Aristida stricta) is a densely 
tufted, native bunchgrass. It’s the dominant 
groundcover in longleaf pine grasslands 
that once covered the southeast. Wiregrass 
grows up to 2 feet tall. Longer flower stalks 
bear tiny, brown flowers in fall. (See pho-
to) Also called pineland threeawn, it feeds 
gopher tortoises. Songbirds and quail eat 
the seeds. The plants provide cover for 
birds, reptiles, and small mammals. Wire-
grass is usually used in restoration but can 
keep wildflowers upright in a home garden 
or serve as a border. Do not plant near a 
house as it is highly flammable. This helps 
lightning generate the low-intensity ground 
fires that maintain the longleaf pine-grass-
land ecosystem. Wiregrass is growing in the 
meadow and the northwest garden at Sop-
choppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

~NOW OPEN~

850-962-8079

Six different � avors of GREAT Margarita!
GREAT Food…GREAT people…GREAT Fun!

We don’t want ALL the Business – but we want YOUR Business
2000 Crawfordville Hwy. – Across from Wal Mart • Sun. – Thurs. 11-9 • Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

We’re 
Making Crawfordville 

      GREAT Again!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ISSUED IN 2008. 
HORSE COUNTRY – Annual use fee is dis-

tributed to PCMI Properties, Inc., to fund 
programs involved in the rehabilitation 
of at-risk youth to provide educational 
materials, athletic equipment, transpor-
tation, food, medical services, counseling, scholarships, and other direct ad-
ministrative and program expenses.

REDESIGNED 2015. 
Protect our Oceans – Annual use 

fee - a portion of the yearly plate 
registration supports the Guy Har-
vey Ocean Foundation (GHOF).

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

Your local source for news

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

HELP SUPPORT 
COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
You can support The Wakulla Sun with a tax-de-

ductible donation to help us cover the stories that 
matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citizens informed, 
hold officials accountable and cover the most im-
portant topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our newsroom to 
better serve you and all our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our community
• More local content on the environment and 

local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your help, we 

can keep the presses running through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your contribu-

tion.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is a 501(c)3 
tax-exempt organization with its principal place of 
business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is registered to 
solicit charitable contributions in Florida. Finan-
cial and other information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and activities can 
be obtained by visiting https://floridapressfounda-
tion.org or by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, Tallahassee 
FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or check. If by 
check, payment must be made to the Florida Press 
Foundation and write in the check memo line that  
you want the donation to go to The Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation at 336 East 
College Avenue, Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
eddition 
of this
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