
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Florida Com-
mission on Ethics has 
issued an order for for-
mer Wakulla Coun-
ty Property Appraiser 
Brad Harvey who mis-
used his position to rov-
erpay himself in excess 
of his statutory salary, 
misused the office cred-
it card to make per-
sonal purchases, and 
underreported income 
on his 2017 and 2018 
financial disclosures. 

The ethics commis-
sion, at their meeting 
on Jan. 27, ordered 
Harvey to pay a civ-

il penalty of $40,000, 
restitution to Wakulla 
County in the amount 
of $209,236.30, pub-
lic censure and rep-
rimand, and removal 
from public office was 
recommended.

(The commiss ion 
made a finding in Octo-
ber 2021 finding proba-
ble cause for the ethics 
violations.)

Harvey is still facing 
felony criminal charges 
for embezzlement, and 
he has requested a tri-
al. A case management 
hearing is set for May 4.

Harvey was removed 
from office by Gov. 
Ron DeSantis back in 

2020 after the crimi-
nal charges were filed 
against Harvey that 

he overpaid himself 
more than $176,000 
and spent $27,000 on 
personal expenses on 
the office credit card.

Harvey is represent-
ed in the case by Talla-
hassee attorney Shelly 
Thomas. The case is 
being prosecuted by As-
sistant State Attorney 
Andrew Deneen.

The case was initially 
under Wakulla Chief 
Prosecutor Brian Miller, 
but he recused himself 
citing that both he and 
Harvey were members 
of the Rotary Club of 
Wakulla. The investiga-
tion into finances of the 
proprerty appraiser’s 

office were initiated af-
ter the Rotary Club be-
came concerned about 
missing money from a 
gun raffle fundraiser 
– and Harvey was the 
club treasurer. (Miller 
has since been elected 
Wakulla County judge.)

A whistleblower in 
the property apprais-
er’s office reported to 
law enforcement sus-
picions that Harvey 
was overpaying himself 
and misusing the office 
credit card.

The newspaper was 
aware of the suspicions 
of financial impropri-
eties and, along with 
another interested par-

ty, began making public 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.

Asked by the news-
paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 
received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed to 
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A mission to test au-
tonomous underwater 
vehicle (AUV) SUNFISH 
was carried out over 
the past two weeks at 
Wakulla Springs State 
Park. 

The expedition team, 
led by Dr. Robert Bal-
lard and Dr. William 
Stone, conducted tests 
at both Wakulla Spring 
and Sally Ward Spring 
between Feb. 1 and 
Feb. 15 while staying 
at the historic Wakulla 
Springs Lodge. 

The expedition team 
was composed of ex-
plorers, scientists, engi-
neers, divers, and more 
from Ocean Exploration 
Trust, SUNFISH, Inc., 
and Karst Underwater 
Research. 

The SUNFISH test-
ing mission at Wakulla 
Spring and Sally Ward 
for the purpose of au-
tonomously exploring 
and mapping under-
water caves is a part of 

a larger project Ballard 
is pursuing. Ballard, 
who is known for his 
work in underwater ar-
chaeology including the 
discovery and explora-
tion of the RMS Titanic 
wreck, mentioned that 
he is currently working 
on a larger research 
program called “Walk-
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Human remains 
found in the 

refuge

School bus 
wreck leads to 
minor injuries

Valentine Festival 
cancelled

The Ethics Commission orders the former property appraiser to pay restitution and fi ne; criminal charges still pending

Explorer Dr. Robert Ballard is trying out a cave mapping vehicle at Wakulla Springs

Former Property Ap-
praiser Brad Harvey
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� e underwater vehicle SUNFISH. Dr. Robert Ballard, below le� , and Dr. William Stone.

Staff Report

Human remains were reported found in the 
St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge on Thursday, 
Feb. 9, in the area known as the Cathedral of 
the Palms, according to the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The sheriff’s office reported that a citizen 
called to report finding the remains at about 1:15 
p.m. Detectives confirmed that the remains were 
indeed human and began a death investigation. 

Currently detectives are working to confirm 
the identity of the deceased individual and make 
notification to next of kin as necessary. 

Due to the nature of the investigation, the 
sheriff’s office said that further details will not be 
released, unless necessary for the investigation, 
until the case has been closed.

Staff Report

A Wakulla County school bus with 60 children 
on board hit a stop sign on Trice Lane last week, 
causing a side window at the back of the bus to 
shatter, according to the Florida Highway Patrol.

According to FHP, the shattered glass struck 
one child causing a minor cut to his finger. There 
were no other injuries reported.

The accident occurred on Monday, Feb. 6. 
The accident was at Amelia Drive as the driver 
attempted to turn on to Trice Lane.

Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce said 
of the wreck that the bus driver misjudged the 
turn and sideswiped the stop sign at the corner.  

Jim Griner, the district’s safety officer, report-
ed that, after the wreck, nine children on the bus 
were taken by their parents for medical checks. 
Griner did not know of any additional injuries 
being reported. 

Staff Report

The annual Rotary Club Valentine Festival, 
which had been set for Saturday, Feb. 11, was 
cancelled on the eve of the event due to expected 
severe weather.

The event will not be rescheduled. The club 
will be in contact with vendors to refund money 
paid for booths.  
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Petra Shuff is 
celebrated

JUDICIAL INVESTITURE

Exploring with SUNFISH

Brad Harvey ordered to pay $249,000 

County Judge Brian Miller is sworn-in
Wakulla Circuit Judge J. Layne Smith adminis-

ters the oath of o�  ce to new Wakulla County Judge 
Brian Miller as Miller’s wife and daughter, Kelly and 

Elliot, look on, at a judicial investiture ceremony on 
Friday, Feb. 10. More photos appear on Page 14. 
(Photo by William Snowden)
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Ben Kucklick, 5th Grade at Medart Elementary School
Student of the Week

Principal- Stan Ward

Achievements/Reason for Nomina-
tion: 
Ben is a hard-working student who 
always tries his best. He is a kind stu-
dent who enjoys helping his peers and 
teachers. Ben’s teacher, Mrs. Diloren-
zo, says what she admires most about 
Ben is his perseverance.  

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A 
DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

Flatwoods plum can grow to 20 feet tall.

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Flatwoods Plum
By LYNN ARTZ and SANDY TEDDER 

Flatwoods plum (Prunus umbellata) 
is a small tree with showy white flowers 
in spring. Native to north and central 
Florida, it grows in a variety of soils in 
full to part sun but does best in moist 
soil with afternoon shade. Flatwoods 
plum can grow to 20 feet tall with a 15-
foot spread. Its cloud of flowers attracts 
native bees. The caterpillars of eastern 
tiger swallowtail butterflies feed on the 
leaves. Birds eat the dark purple fruit in 
the fall. Flatwoods plum is also known 
as hog plum due to its past use as live-
stock food. Though edible for humans, 
the fruit is best used for jelly. Several 
flatwoods plums are growing near the 
pond at Sopchoppy Depot Park. At least 
one is in bloom.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

NEW LICENCE PLATE 
COMING SOON. 

This new license plate fea-
tures the slogan “Don’t Tread 
On Me” accompanied by a black coiled rattlesnake over 
a yellow background. Funds from the plate will bene�it 
the Florida Veterans Foundation. 
Currently this plate is not in stock as we are awaiting 

arrival of the plates from the state. If you would like to 
pre order then please complete the 0 dollar purchase 
and you will be placed on the waiting list.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

Give ME a CALL!
Let ME Help YOU Find a Place to Call HOME!

Serving Tallahassee, Crawfordville, 
Havana, Quincy, Monticello, 
Wacissa and surrounding counties!

Tiff any Hartsfi eld
850-566-6656
“Your Big Bend 

Realtor”

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

850-933-8505

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Free 
Estimates
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think he was still en-
titled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.

Harvey’s statutory 
salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased to 
$107,500 the next year 
and again to $108,336 
in 2018.

Harvey had done pay-
roll and other office fi-
nancials as chief deputy 
under former appraiser 
Donnie Sparkman, but 
Harvey continued those 
duties when he took 
over the office, with no 
oversight.

The county auditing 
firm did not uncover 
the problems until after 

Harvey was removed 
from office.

Records indicate that 
among the personal ex-
penses Harvey charged 
to the office were expen-
sive off-road tires and 
other improvements 
on his personal truck; 
and more than $3,000 
for a family cruise to 
celebrate his daughter’s 
high school graduation.

When Ed Brimner 
took office as property 
appraiser two years ago, 
he handed off much of 
the financial work of his 
office to Clerk of Courts 
and County Comptrol-
ler Greg James, noting 
at the time that it would 
give more transparency 
and public confidence 
to his office.

WCT’s variety show a success

Brad Harvey

Special to The Sun
 
If you missed the 

Wakulla Community 
Theater Variety Show 
Saturday, Feb.11th, 
then you definitely 
missed out! This was an 
old-fashioned variety 
show held at the His-
toric Sopchoppy High 
School auditorium. 

Master of Ceremo-
nies Desmond Maxwell 
not only announced 
the acts, but enter-
tained the audience 
with his wit and charm. 
Desmond, a graduate 
of Wakulla High, was 
a successful member 
of the Wakulla High 
Drama and Tallahas-
see Community College 
theater programs. 

Leah McManus’ orig-
inal pieces, delivered 
with her gorgeous voice, 
about empty nesters 
and “hot flashes,” creat-
ed humorous moments. 
Frank Messersmith and 
Andy Harper were abso-
lute audience favorites. 
They perform during 
the week at the Senior 
Center and had a defi-
nite crowd of fans. Tony 
Chapman, a member 
of the Brand Brothers 
Band entertained with 
guitar, saxophone and 
flute! His covers of “On 
and On” (a Stephen 
Bishop tune) and “Cry 
to Me” (Solomon Burke) 
were spot on. Brandon 
Autrey’s original num-
bers, “Better Off With 

a Beer” and “Lost at 
Sea” shows why he is 
such a Wakulla County 
favorite. On the piano, 
Tanner Pafford wowed 
the crowd with his ver-
sion of The Commo-
dores “Easy.” Later in 
the show, he sang a Cee 
Winans tune, “Alabas-
ter Box” center stage. 
His voice brought goose 
bumps to theater goers. 

Ventriloquist Lori 
White, who used to 
speak professionally, 
brought her friend, “Vic-
toria” to have a word (or 
two, or three) with the 
capacity crowd. Lori 
and Victoria also sang 
songs to the audience 
and led the attendees 
in crowd favorites.

Dry humor was pro-
vided by Mark Rich-
ards. Mark entertained 
the audience with his 
thoughts on unusual 
phrases, differences 
between Boston (or as 
he said, “BAASTIN”) 
and Wakulla County, 
and living down here 
in the south. He has 
been here six months 
and summed it up by 
exclaiming how grateful 
he is to now call Wakul-
la County “home.” 

Rockulla Music Stu-
dio owner Kevin An-
drews played the guitar 
for two of his students 
to perform. Luna Mar-
tinez performed “Plastic 
Jesus” from Cool Hand 
Luke, and Emmalee 
Knutson followed with 

a Patsy Cline favorite, 
“Walking After Mid-
night.”  Rockulla will 
return as one of the 
opening acts when WCT 
hosts Nashville band, 
“Highway Natives.” 

The country rock 
band, with roots in 
Wakulla, will perform 
a benefit concert for the 
community theater on 
Feb. 24th. Brandon Au-
trey will also be a part 
of the Feb. 24 show at 
the Historic Sopchoppy 
auditorium.

Studio 88 performed 
one of the dance num-
bers from their trip 
to New York City over 
the holidays. Dancing 
to “The Most Wonder-
ful Time of the Year” 
were three gorgeous 
and talented young la-
dies, Katelyn Babcock, 
Kaleigh Largent and 
Kailea Schneider, led 
by their teacher, Miss 
Lauren. 

The Wakulla High 
School Drama Troupe 
performed two pieces 
from their spring show, 
“Matilda the Musical.” 
Lynley Kendrick starred 
in “My House” and Riley 
Carraway was featured 
in “All I Know I Learned 
From Telly.” The show 
will be April 27-30 at 
Wakulla High School. 
What a treat it was to 
watch this preview.  

A sure-fire crowd 
pleaser was the Pan-
handle Lindy Hoppers. 
Emily Westmark, Dani 

Brown, Roxie Smith, 
and Alex Morrison have 
been swing-dancing to-
gether for three years. 
Though some mem-
bers presently live in 
Pensacola, the group 
gets together to attend 
swing dance confer-
ences throughout the 
southeast. It was a de-
light to watch their un-
bounded energy!

DJ Butch and Solo 
Cupp wrapped up the 
night with the original 
piece “Take Me Home.” 
What a way to end the 
show!

Heard from one au-
dience member was, 
”What a great way to 
celebrate Valentines 
with my sweetie!” Also 
overheard was how 
much audience mem-
bers hope this becomes 
a yearly event. 

After such a success-
ful evening, show orga-
nizers Mina Sutton and 
Nancy Commander will 
be strongly considering 
doing just that! 

Thank you to the per-
formers, organizers and 
crew, and all those who 
braved the weather and 
came out in support of 
Wakulla Community 
Theater. 

Plans are already in 
the works for a summer 
play and fall musical, 
and with your contin-
ued support we know 
we can make our plans 
a reality!

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides this Public Notice Section for all Public 

Notices not published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

Ashlyn Speigner

Published Feb. 9, 16, 23, 2023

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AT RISK SERVICES
Project Name:     WAKULLA WAR EAGLE CAREER ACADEMY   

Project Location:     3237 COASTAL HWY, CRAWFORDVILLE, FLORIDA 32327 

Bid Number:     21/22-02      

The Wakulla County School Board, Department of Facilities and Construction, requests 
qualifications from construction management at risk firms to provide services for this proj-
ect. Construction budget estimate for this project is  $16,000,000.00 . Construction start is 
TBA  Applicant must be a licensed general contractor in the State of Florida at the time 
of application. Further, if a corporation, the applicant must be registered by the Department 
of State, Division of Corporations, to operate in the State of Florida at the time of application. 

The selection will be made in accordance with Section 287.055 Florida Statutes, the School 
Board Policies, SREF rules and procedures and criteria which may be obtained from  Mi-
chael Barwick  at the address and phone number below. 

Firms interested in being considered for this project may attend a Pre-request for Qualifi-
cation meeting at the Board Room at the Superintendent’s Office on February 16, 2023 
@ 3:00 p.m. Request for Qualification Procedures may be picked up prior to meeting 
at the Wakulla County School Board/Facilities Office from Donna Chatham located at 
126 High Drive, Crawfordville, Florida 32327. In addition, interested firms must submit an 
application with the following information. 
1. A letter of interest detailing the firm’s qualification to meet the above referenced selection 
criteria.

2. An Experience Questionnaire as referenced in RFQ, which may be obtained at the Pre-re-
quest for Qualification meeting from Michael Barwick, phone number (850) 926-0065.

3. The vender must provide a current Florida Professional Registration Certificate for a Flor-
ida General Contractor License. 

Submit 4 copies of your application to the Wakulla County School Board, Robert Pearce, 
Superintendent. 69 Arran Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327. Deadline date is March 14, 
2023 at 2:00p.m. The results of this selection will be posted at the Superintendent’s Office 
69 Arran Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327, during regular business hours starting April 17, 
2023. Any protest on the selection must be made within 72 hours. Contract negotiation and 
award will proceed with the selected firm.

Ashlyn Speigner 
named to President’s 

List at Florida 
Gateway College

Girls weightlifting team places 3rd in district competition

Staff Report

Ashlyn Speigner was named to the President’s 
List for Fall 2022  at Florida Gateway College 
in Lake City. That represents a 4.0 grade point 
average while earning 12 credits. 

She is the daughter of Brian Speigner and 
Nancy Speigner of Crawfordville. 

Ashlyn is a 2022 graduate of Wakulla High 
School. She earned a scholarship to FGC for 
cross country.

The President’s List is the highest academic 
distinction offered to FGC students prior to grad-
uation. Students on the President’s List have 
displayed the motivation and talent to achieve 
academic excellence.

By WINIFRED JONES
Coach

On Jan.  27,  the 
Wakulla High School 
Girls Weightlifting team 
traveled to Panama City 
Arnold to compete in 
the District Champion-
ship weightlifting meet.  
As a team WHS placed 
3rd overall.  Riley Davis 
and Makenna Schissler 
both placed 1st in their 
weight class securing 
them a spot in the Re-
gionals on Wednesday 
February 1st in St. Au-
gustine.  The top six 
totals received a medal. 
The number one lifter 
in each weight class 
was guaranteed a spot 
in the Regional meet 
and the 5 totals below 
number one were put 
into a pool to determine 
if they made it into the 
Regional meet. 

DISTRICT MEDAL-
IST

Name W e i g h t 
Class Total Place

Makenna Schissler 

129 245 1st
Riley Davis         

154 275 1st
Sara Chambers 

154 275 2nd
Vanessa Forman 

129 225 3rd
Sydney Peddicord 

183 280 3rd
Kaylee Walker 

183 255 4th
Kaydee Taylor 

Unl 275 4th
Ashlely Winkler 

119 190 5th
Kathryn Taff 

139 200 6th

REGIONAL MEDAL-
IST

The following athletes 
qualified for Regionals.  
Makenna Schissler, Ri-
ley Davis, Sara Cham-

bers, Vanessa Forman, 
Sydney  Peddicord , 
Kalyee Walker, Ashley 
Winkler, and Kaydee 
Taylor. 

Sydney Peddicord 
183 285 4th

Makenna Schissler 
129 245 6th

The number one lift-
er in the Region is guar-
anteed a spot in the 
State meet and the 9 
totals under that lift-
er are put into a pool 
with the other three 
regions to determine 
State Qualifiers.

Sydney Peddicord 
qualified to the State 
Tournament on Febru-
ary 18th, 2023.  

This  year ’s  team 
worked extremely hard 
to get where they are 
and we had a very suc-
cessful season.  I have 
enjoyed watching these 
young ladies put in the 
work it takes to ad-
vance to the next level 
and to reach new goals 
each week in competi-
tions. 

BID #22/23-02
Wakulla County School Board

Request for Architectural Services

February 16, 23, March 2, 2023

For 

THE SPECIAL CATEGORY GRANT FOR THE 
PROJECT OF SOPCHOPPY HIGH SCHOOL

The Wakulla County School Board is accepting proposals 
for Architectural Services for The Special Category Grant 
Project of Sopchoppy High School. All those interested 
should submit four (4) copies of the following:  Resume, 
forms 254, SF 330 and a list of references and qualifications 
to Robert Pearce, Superintendent of Wakulla County 
Schools, P.O. Box 100, 69 Arran Road, Crawfordville, Florida 
32327 by 10:00 a.m., on March 17, 2023.  Contact person 
is Michael Barwick, Director of Facilities and Maintenance at 
(850) 926-0065.
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“It’s A New Day!”

By RACHEL S. PIENTA
4-H Director

The Wakulla Wonder-
ful event is back!  On Sat-
urday, March 11, from 
11 am to 4 PM, Wakulla 
4-H invites the Board of 
County Commissioners, 
all elected county offi-
cials, our business com-
munity and all citizens to 
join Wakulla 4-H at the 
Wakulla County Court-
house square on High 
Road for a celebration 
of Wakulla’s founding 
and community history. 
Weather permitting, the 
celebration will be in the 
closed road and parking 
lot areas.

Wakulla 4-H, along 
with community part-

ners, invites everyone to 
come to this free birth-
day celebration that cel-
ebrates the history of 
Wakulla County.  The 
2023 event will feature a 
historical timeline, tours 
of the old county jail and 
old courthouse, vendors, 
live music, a birthday 
cake, food trucks, and 
an interactive “Passport 
to Wakulla Adventures” 
activity for the first 100 
youth on the day of the 
event.  Walkers who 
complete the 32 mile 
Walk Across Wakulla 
Challenge will be recog-
nized at the event with 
a race-style medal! Reg-
ister here https://forms.
gle/ufCF1PgtiG7xpaEi7. 

History of the Event
In 2019, 4–H led 

the first ever and now 
annual celebration of 
Wakulla County’s birth-
day, the day the coun-
ty was founded, March 
11, 1843. The first cele-
bration was held on the 
courthouse lawn, with 
live music, a food ven-
dor, birthday cake, and 

a proclamation reading 
by 4–H members. Our 
plans for 2020 expand-
ed to a street festival 
behind the courthouse. 
Plans were canceled by 
COVID 2 days before the 
event. In 2021, we cele-
brated Wakulla Wonder-
ful with the Walk Across 
Wakulla program and a 
proclamation reading at 
the county commission 
meeting. In 2022, we 
brought back the street 
festival birthday party 
and incorporated Walk 
Across Wakulla into the 
festivities leading up to 
and during the event.

4-H and Wakulla 
Wonderful: Ways to be 
Involved

How will 4–H be in-
volved? 4–H are the 
hosts of the event. Youth 
are actively involved in 
planning and will have 
the opportunity to do one 
or more of the following 
roles:

1- be part of a 4–H 
booth/display about 
their club

2 – read a section of 

the Proclamation on 
stage during the event

3 – play another role 
on stage with chance 
drawings and recogni-
tions

4 – dress in costume 
that represents a specif-
ic time period and play a 
role with the history walk 
timeline OR be an event 
host at an assigned sta-
tion

180 Years of Wonder-
ful: Celebrating Wakul-
la’s History

Wakulla County has a 
rich and extensive histo-
ry dating back 12,000+ 
years! Wakulla County 
was formed on March 
11, 1843 by an act of the 
Florida Legislature as the 
23rd county of Florida. 
In recognition of Wakul-
la’s history, Wakulla 4-H 
will ask the Board of 
County Commissioners 
to declare March 6-11, 
2023 as Wakulla Won-
derful Week in Wakulla 
County.

Wakulla Wonderful 
Week seeks to send a 
message of recognition 

and celebration of Wakul-
la’s 180th birthday. This 
week will allow time to 
reflect on the wonderful 
county we live in and the 
benefits we have living 
here. Wakulla 4-H serves 
the purpose of educating 
our citizens and youth, 
inspiring growth in ev-
eryone and pledging our 
heads to clearer think-
ing, our hearts to great-
er loyalty, our hands to 
larger service, and our 
health to better living 
so that our citizens can 
make Wakulla County 
even more wonderful.

The event will feature 
live music, historical 
tours and an illustrated 
history walk, vendors, 
and more. “Walk Across 
Wakulla” participants 
will be recognized during 
the event.

Special thanks is due 
to all the Wakulla Won-
derful partners, volun-
teers, and committee 
members. This event 
would not be possible 
without support from 
Wakulla Sun, the Wakul-

la Library, Friends of the 
Library, Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office, Lamar 
Advertising, the Wakulla 
County Historical Soci-
ety, the Wakulla County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
UF/IFAS Wakulla Coun-
ty Extension, the Wakul-
la County Clerk of Court, 
Visit Wakulla, Rockulla, 
and the Wakulla Board 
of County Commission-
ers.

How to Get Involved
Community and civic 

organizations are invited 
to participate in the cel-
ebration. Please contact 
Dr. Rachel Pienta at 850-
926-3931 or r.pienta@
ufl.edu for registration 
information. Local ven-
dors who offer Wakul-
la-made items may also 
apply to be included in 
the event. Space is lim-
ited. Food truck vendors 
may also apply to partic-
ipate.

Dr. Rachel Sutz Pien-
ta is director of Wakulla 
4-H.

Editor, The Sun:

The Wakulla Community Theater 
(WCT) would like to invite everyone 
to come out on Friday, Feb. 24, and 
enjoy the sounds of Nashville’s own 
Highway Natives at the Historic Old 
Sopchoppy Auditorium, located at 164 
Yellow Jacket Avenue in Sopchoppy.

The event is a fundraiser for WCT, 
an organization founded in 1991 with 
the purpose of providing musical and 
theatrical performances to the resi-
dents of Wakulla County and the sur-
rounding area. Under the hard work 
and direction of Mina Sutton and Nan-
cy Commander, the WCT is gearing up 
again with plans to bring more qual-
ity musical and acting performances 
to Wakulla County! In an effort to give 
back, Highway Natives will donate all 
ticket proceeds from the show to the 
theater group.

Highway Natives are a 5-piece band 
out of Nashville. They have played in 
Wakulla and Leon counties before as 
the band has local ties. Jordan Mill-

er – guitarist, vocalist, and one of 
the founding members – is a Wakul-
la County native. The band has a 
Southern rock sound and mainly per-
forms original music with some covers 
thrown in.

Food trucks will be on the premis-
es starting at 5pm, and the doors will 
open for the event at 6pm. Rockulla 
and Brandon Autrey will kick things 
off at 6:30pm, with Highway Natives 
beginning at 8pm.

Advance tickets ($15) can be pur-
chased at McIver Flooring or The 
Waulla Sun, both located in Crawford-
ville, or online at highwaynatives.com. 
Tickets purchased the day of the show 
will be $20. 

Thanks in advance for coming out 
and supporting Wakulla Community 
Theater!

Mina Sutton
Nancy Commander

Wakulla Community Theater
www.wakullatheater.com

Highway Natives to perform Feb. 24

Wakulla Wonderful celebration returns on March 11

Calendar of upcoming events for the week of Feb. 16
On the Horizon

� ursday, February 16

• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla County 
meets at the TCC Wakulla Center at 8:30 
a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere will 
be concessions and raffl  es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin 
Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.
• Th e Wakulla County Cancer Support 
Group will meet in the Education Center 
of the Crawfordville United Methodist 
Church at 7 p.m. Th is group meeting is for 
men and women, regardless of the type of 
cancer. Spouses, caregivers, and friends 
are welcome. For more information, call 
850-926-6050.

Friday, February 17

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonees St.
• Th e Annual Arthur Lee Andrews 
Scholarship Gala will be held at Sherlock 
Springs at 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 18

• Th e annual African American Heritage 
Parade and Celebration will be held in 
Azalea Park beginning at 10 a.m.
• Th e annual Friends of Wakulla County 
Public Library Mardi Gras Fundraiser Ball 
will be held from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
• A Murder Mystery Dinner Show will be 
held at the Wakulla Moose Lodge in Pana-
cea at 6 p.m. Tickets are $45 and proceeds 
will benefi t Palaver Tree Th eater and the 
Wakulla High School Drama Club.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels 
are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.
• Small Business Saturday at Azalea Park 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
• Wakulla County Horseman’s Association 
show will be held held at 1757 Lawhon 
Mill Road. All shows start at 11 a.m. and 
the Jackpot starts at 12 noon. Entry Fees 
are $25 for Jackpot; exhibitions are $3; 
club classes are $6 for members and $8 for 
nonmembers. Membership is $25 for single 
and $40 for family.

Sunday, February 19

• A Murder Mystery Dinner Show will be 
held at the Wakulla Moose Lodge in Pana-
cea at 3 p.m. Tickets are $45 and proceeds 
will benefi t Palaver Tree Th eater and the 

Wakulla High School Drama Club.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 10 a.m. 
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, February 20

• President’s Day – Banks and government 
offi  ces will be closed.
• Th e American Legion Post 114 will be 
meeting at the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels 
are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program will be 
available for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• Hatha yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative 
Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, February 21

• Th e Wakulla County Board of County 
Commissioners will meet at 5 p.m. in the 
Commission Chambers.
• Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Yin Yoga at 10:30 a.m. and Flow Yoga at 6 
p.m with Nellie. Classes are $12, packages 
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. Please RSVP email at new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.
• Th e Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida 
Native Plant Society will hold their month-
ly meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the Wakulla 
County Public Library. Th e program will 
be presented by Amy Conyers, park man-
ager for Wakulla Springs State Park.  She 
will discuss the vision for recent additions 
to park lands.   A Zoom link for the pre-
sentation will also be available—request it 
at Sarracenia.nps@gmail.com.  Meetings 
are free and open to the public. Come early 
for refreshments.

Wednesday, February 22

• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels 
are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• A Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. 
at the Wakulla Senior Center.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ JOSE SOTO
FLORIDA FRAMING GROUP

“Crunchy, it has 
a better taste.”

MICHAEL CLANAHAN
RETIRED SR. 

BRIDGE INSPECTOR

“Smooth, because 
that’s like my life.”

Polled at Crawfordville Quick Stop:

DUSTIN MCKINNEY
WASTE PRO

“Crunchy, I just 
like foods that 

have a crunch.”

“I have actually 
hated peanut butter 

all of my life, this 
year I have found 
that I do like the 

smooth.”

TALEEA HICKS
CRAWFORDVILLE ELEMENTARY

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

JASON F.
HEALTH CARE

“Smooth peanut 
butter, all day 

long.”

Smooth or crunchy?

Talquin Youth Tour set for 2023

Wakulla Station News

Library News – Feb. 16

By ASHLEY RODRIGUEZ
of Wakulla Schools

This year, Caitlin Hall, Christo-
pher Peak, and Legion Taylor will be 
representing Wakulla High School 

in the annual Talquin Youth Tour. 
This tour gives its 24 participants 

the opportunity to learn about coop-
erative business models as well as 
Florida’s Legislative process. Stu-
dents will visit Florida’s Capitol, the 

House of Representative’s chambers 
and even a session in the Supreme 
Court. 

During the process, four students 
will be selected to represent Talquin 
in Washington, D.C. for the National 

Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion Youth Tour this summer. 

Good luck to the Wakulla High 
School participants!

By VERNA BROCK

Friends, I have a very important re-
quest for prayer. Last week I had the 
privilege of meeting a young mother 
while waiting at the doctor’s office to 
have my laryngitis treated. Her name 
is Heather Mosely, who shared that 
she has a beautiful four month-old 
son, Sebastian. 

Sebastian is currently awaiting 
a heart transplant at Shands, and 
cannot leave as he requires a special 
device to keep his blood circulating. 
Obviously, this is a frightening and 
stressful situation for her entire fam-
ily. She has two older children, and 
she and her husband take turns 
staying in Gainesville with Sebas-
tian, while maintaining as normal a 
homelife for Sebastian’s two siblings 
as possible.

I asked to pray with her, as well 
as put a prayer request in this ar-
ticle, and she was eager for me to 
do so. I am also searching for any 
kind of support group for parents 
and families who have similar expe-
riences. If anyone knows of such a 
group please contact me right away 
(850.212.3131), and I will relay the 
info to Heather. 

I know how overwhelming a di-
agnosis of this kind can be, having 
had a granddaughter who was diag-
nosed with bone cancer a few years 
ago. She is doing wonderfully well 
now, thanks to the medical miracles 
available to us nowadays. But prayer 
was also a huge part of the process 
also. So please, lift this family up so 
they can feel the love and support we 
want them to know.

Also in need of prayer is Miss Nor-

ma Woodcock, who completed her 
move to central Florida. Louis Her-
nandez also needs our prayers, as 
does Pam Adams, Pastor Steve Mont-
gomery, Cathy McCollum, and Faye 
Sweeney. 

I am sad to report that Mr. Ernest 
Newberry has died at age 96. He and 
his wife Betty were a precious part of 
our church family until Covid made 
its debut three years ago. Please 
keep Miss Betty and her family in 
your prayers during this sad time. 
Mr. Ernest will be sadly missed.

There are two festivals coming up 
in March, and both are actively seek-
ing vendors. 

First, Wakulla Wonderful is invit-
ing any Wakulla participants who 
have arts and crafts, as well as ser-
vices, to join them on Saturday, 
March 11th. There is no vendor fee 

required to participate. Contact the 
Wakulla Extension Office if you’re in-
terested in participating in this cele-
bration of Wakulla County!

The second is the Woodville 
Founders Day Festival, on Saturday, 
March 18th. The vendor fee is $25, 
and every penny goes to the Wood-
ville Volunteer Fire Department for 
equipment costs. They serve both 
Leon and Wakulla counties, and 
do an amazing job saving lives and 
property. All interested participants 
can inquire further by contacting me 
(see phone number above) or by go-
ing to the webpage at http://www-
woodvillevfd.com to pre-register.

Ed and Eden had a fun time watch-
ing FSU Softball this past weekend. 
Eden’s former catcher from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Boo Gillette de 
Oliveira, is the coach for Purdue Soft-
ball, so it was especially fun to visit, 
despite the worst kind of weather to 
sit through. 

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Thursday, February 16
 Veteran’s Meetup 11am
 The Parks HOA Covenant Re-
view 6:30pm
 Wakulla Amateur Radio Club 
7pm
Friday February 17
 Quilting Guild 9:30am
Saturday, February 18
 Library Closed
Monday, February 20
 American Legion 6:30pm
Tuesday, February 21
 Book Bunch 10am
 Memoir Writing 10am
 Dungeons & Dragons 2pm
 Lego Club 4pm
 Republican Women’s Group 
5:30pm
 Tobacco Free FL Stop Smok-
ing Class 5:30pm
 Sarracenia Chapter of the Na-
tive Plant Society 6:30pm
Wednesday, February 22
 Book Babies 10am
 Knitting Group 4pm
 Virtual Reality Coding Sign 
Up 5pm
 Library After Hours Speaker 
Series 6:30pm

Thursday, February 23
 Understanding File Manage-
ment 9am
 Microsoft Excel: Beyond the 
Basics 11:30am
 Best FREE Online Sources for 
Genealogy 2pm
 Advanced Kids Coding Sign 
Up 5pm
 Friends of the Library Gener-
al Meeting 6pm
 Wakulla Democratic Execu-
tive Committee 6pm

AFTER HOURS SPEAKER SERIES

All programs will take place at the 
Library at 6:30 p.m.

• Monday, February 13th – Mi-
chelle Hearn, Senior Curator for the 
Museum of Florida History, presents 
“The Florida Highwaymen – African 
American Landscape Painters”

• Wednesday, February 22nd – Mi-
chelle Hearn, Senior Curator for the 
Museum of Florida History, presents 
“Civil Rights in the Sunshine State”

TECHNOLOGY CLASSES!

Our technology classes are FREE 
and open to all Wakulla County 
residents. REGISTRATION IS RE-
QUIRED. Please call 850-926-7415 
to register. All classes are taught by 
instructor Deanna Ramsey.

• Understanding File Management 
(Windows Users) Thursdays, Febru-
ary 23 & March 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30th 
from 9-11am (Six-Part Class)

• Microsoft Excel Beyond the Ba-
sics - Thursdays, February 23 & 
March 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30th from 
11:30am – 1:30pm (Six-Part Class)

• Best FREE Online Resources for 
Genealogy – Thursdays, February 23 
& March 2 & 9 from 2-4pm (Three-
Part Class)

ANNUAL MARDI GRAS 
FUNDRAISER BALL

The Annual Friends of the Library 
Mardi Gras Fundraiser Ball will take 
place on Saturday, Feb. 18, from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Community Center. This year’s 
ball will feature catering by Harry’s 
Seafood, live music provided by the 
Thursday Night Music Club, and 
amazing cocktails served up by the 
Yard Bar. 

Tickets are $50 per person and ta-
bles are available for sponsorship at 
different funding levels. Special Date 

Night two top tables which will in-
clude prime seating, a bottle of cham-
pagne, and two souvenir champagne 
flutes will be available for $150. 

Tickets and tables can be pur-
chased at the Wakulla County Public 
Library via cash or check.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE AND 
COMMUNITY PARTNER FAIR

Join us for a day of fun and learn 
all about your library! Explore the 
library, get a library card, meet the 
staff, enjoy refreshments, get your 
face painted, play some games, make 
a craft, and so much more! Also, 
don’t miss the opportunity to meet 
some of our other Community Part-
ners and learn about all of the activ-
ities and services they have to offer. 
Saturday, March 4, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Interested in setting up a table 
or booth as a Community Partner? 
Email rdrummond@mywakulla.com 
for more information.

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

• Saturday, February 18th, for 
President’s Day

• Friday, April 7th and Saturday, 
April 8th for Easter

COMMUNITY NEWS

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun

www.TheWakullaSun.com
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Habitat birding at the refuge
By DON MORROW

Northern and Loui-
s iana Waterthrush-
es are similar-looking, 
ground-dwelling war-
blers with brown backs, 
streaked breasts and 
prominent superciliums. 
Waterthrushes breed 
from Georgia to Alaska 
and pass through St. 
Marks National Wildlife 
Refuge on migration to 
and from their wintering 
grounds in the Carib-
bean, Central America, 
Colombia and Venezue-
la. They have distinctive 
tail-wagging walks and 
are found along the edges 
of streams and ponds, 
searching for insects and 
larvae.

Many years ago, I was 
birding with my friend 
John Hintermister when 
we saw a waterthrush 
bobbing along the edge 
of a wetland depression 
on the Tower Pond Trail 
at the refuge. For years 
afterward, whenever we 
were looking for warblers 
during migration and 
passed that depression, 
John would stop to look 
for waterthrushes ex-
plaining that, “They like 
that spot. You always 

see them there.” Twenty 
years later, we finally saw 
a waterthrush in the de-
pression again and John 
exclaimed, “See! I told you 
they liked that spot.”

Now, waterthrushes 
can live for about 10 
years, but most don’t 
last that long. The water-
thrush that we saw after a 
20-year hiatus was likely 
the great-great grandson 
of the waterthrush in the 
earlier sighting. It wasn’t 
there because it liked that 
spot. That spot was good 
habitat for waterthrushes 
and the kind of place that 
waterthrushes seek out 
for foraging.

John’s strategy of look-
ing where he had seen 
a species before and ex-
pecting to see it again is 
how most of us bird. It’s 
sometimes called habitat 
birding. 

Birds are most like-
ly found in their pre-
ferred habitat. You go 
to the Helispot with its 
low wet grassland to find 
LeConte’s and Henslow’s 
Sparrows. Common Gold-
eneye are in the mouth 
of the St. Marks River, 
diving for shellfish. Dun-
lin are on the mudflats 
of Tower Pond at high 

tide and Red-cockaded 
Woodpeckers are in the 
pine woods. 

Once you know a spe-
cies habitat, it is easier 
to find it.

Going beyond habitat 
and knowing a bird’s mi-
crohabitat can even help 
in identification. Least 
Sandpipers like to forage 
on mud or sand, while 
Western Sandpipers like 
to keep their feet wet and 
are usually found in shal-
low water.

On the short-term, 
habitat birding is a 
good strategy, but hab-
itats evolve over time. 
St. Marks refuge staff 
manage the water lev-
els on Stony Bayou and 
Tower Pond in order to 
maintain them as habitat 
for breeding and winter-
ing shorebirds. Without 
mowing at the Helispot, 
encroachment by shrubs 
and trees would render it 
useless as sparrow habi-
tat and controlled burns 
are necessary to maintain 
the health of the refuge’s 
pine forests.

Some things are be-
yond the refuge’s control. 
A slowly warming climate 
has led to Canada Geese 
short-stopping, shorten-

ing their migration path 
and wintering further 
North. Although, occa-
sionally sighted at the 
refuge in winter, they 
used to occur here in the 
thousands. The habitat is 
still there, but the birds 
are gone. A slow progres-
sion towards lower duck 
numbers at St. Marks 
may indicate that other 
waterfowl species are also 
beginning to short-stop.

The winter duck sea-
son is drawing to a close 
at St. Marks and it will 
soon be time for Spring 
migration birding. Loui-
siana Waterthrush, the 
more Southerly nesting 
of the two waterthrush 
species, is an early mi-
grant and I look for it at 
the refuge in early March. 

My friend John is gone 
now. Cancer took him 
a few years ago, but I’ll 
remember him when I 
walk past that wetland 
depression and I’ll stop 
to scan its edge to see if 
I can find a waterthrush.

They like that spot. 
You always see them 
there.

Don Morrow can be 
contacted at donaldcmor-
row@gmail.com.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

Which is better: a 
striker-fired or a ham-
mer-fired handgun?

A long or a longer bar-
rel?

Today, Joe and our 
friend Rick will be com-
paring two 10mm hand-
guns: the striker-fired 
Smith & Wesson M&P 
2.0 and the hammer-fired 
Iver Johnson Eagle XL 
1911.

You know that Joe is 
not-too-secretly rooting 
for the Iver. He still, in 
his heart, prefers the 
1911s he trained with 
during his stint in the 
Navy. 

“You can’t beat a 1911 
trigger,” he pronounces. 

However, in a some-
what half-hearted at-
tempt to sound fair he 
adds: “The proof is in the 
operation.”

He has to have some 
give here because a cou-
ple years ago, Santa 
Claus brought him to the 
dark side by presenting 
him with a striker-fired 
Sig Sauer P320. He likes 
it. A lot. 

He says of the Sig: 
“The grip is very good. 
It’s quite accurate. The 
trigger is smooth,” he be-
gins, and I know what’s 
coming. 

“It’s not quite a 1911 
trigger, but it’s good.”

High praise from a 
1911 fan. So, I expect 
he’s going to favor that 
1911 Iver Johnson ham-
mer gun over the strik-
er-fired Smith. Let’s see.

I am, though, afraid 
that my favored strik-
er-fired Smith might lose 
out here because it has a 

4.6-inch barrel and the 
Iver has a 6-inch barrel. 
That’s quite a difference, 
and I think that almost 
inch-and-a-half will give 
Iver the edge.

Iver is heavier. A lot 
heavier. You’d wonder at 
this because Iver holds 8 
rounds while Smith holds 
a whopping 15 rounds. 
But Iver is made of steel 
and Smith has a polymer 
frame. Steel is heavy. Iver 
weighs in at 46 ounces 
and Smith at 29 ounces.

Accuracy?
While you might find 

carrying Smith a lot eas-
ier because it’s so much 
lighter, you might prefer 
Iver because its solid 
heaviness sits deeply in 
your hands and helps 
prevent muzzle rise. 
That’s so good for accu-
racy.

Both guns have two 
white dot sights in the 
rear and 1 in the front. 
Sights on the Smith are 
a lot larger. I like big fat 
white dot sights.

Smith comes with four 
different backstraps to 
conform the grip into 
your hand. And texture? 
Stippling on the grip is 
really high. No amount 
of Florida sweat is going 
to slip this grip from your 
hands.

Tyler Freel, writing in 
Outdoor Life, says of the 
Smith: “Shooting a 10mm 
well has everything to do 
with recoil management. 
The factory profile and 
texturing of the grip on 
this pistol do an excellent 
job facilitating a secure 
grip. The smooth round-
ed contour of the front 
of the grip and relatively 
thin trigger guard allowed 
for a close-to-bore-ax-
is, tight grip. Recoil on 
10mm pistols is sharp, 
and a comfortable solid 
grip aids with speed, ac-
curacy, and confidence.”

He goes on to add: “it 
was the most comfortable 
un-modified 10mm that 
I’ve shot.”

Iver’s grips? Well, we 
found a site called Es-
merelda on the internet. 
She has some of the pret-
tiest grips you’ve ever 

seen. Iver now sports 
Desert Ironwood grips. 
They’re smooth and gor-
geous. Does the smooth-
ness mean your hands 
will slip? Not with the 
weight of this gun!

A few years ago, I was 
in the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s range office and 
heard, Blam! I jumped! 
What is that awful rack-
et? Opening the door, 
I saw Joe shooting the 
Iver. Blam! He shot again. 
Horrors. He’s going to 
want me to shoot that 
10mm monster!

Sure enough. “Marj, 
ready to shoot this gun?”

Drat. Iver’s weight set-
tled in my hand. I ad-
justed my earplugs and 
ear muffs (wearing both), 
take a breath, let it out, 
and take aim.

Blam! Lots of noise, 
but the gun stays nicely 
in my hands. Shocking-
ly easy. That’s why I’m 
surprised when Joe takes 
out the Lyman scale to 
measure trigger pull and 
comes up with 7 pounds, 
12 ounces. It feels so 
much less.

The Smith’s trigger pull 
comes out to 5 pounds, 
11 ounces. 

“The Iver has that great 
1911 trigger.” I just knew 
Joe was going to say that. 
But I have to admit that 
the Smith, though having 
a lighter trigger pull, trav-
els squishily all the way 

to the wall. Then it breaks 
with an easy crack.

Jon Wayne Taylor, 
writing of the Smith, 
says: “I was interest-
ed, but didn’t think I 
would be impressed. I 
was wrong.” He adds: “It 
fits the hand well, and 
soaks up recoil for fast 
follow-up shots with the 
heaviest loads…

“How much do I like 
this gun? I sold my Delta 
Elite and bought this 
T&E model instead. It’s 
certainly my favorite of 
the polymer framed 10s.”

Dr. John Woods, in All 
Outdoor says of the Iver: 
“The Eagle XL has one of 
the easiest slide cycles I 
have ever experienced. It 
was smooth, even, and 
easy to manipulate.

It would be an impos-
ing defensive weapon… 
Shooting at 10 feet, the 
accuracy was exceptional 
in my opinion. This is one 
fine shooting 1911. It is 
definitely a keeper.”

Now Joe and Rick are 
going to a range. I am 
particularly interested in 
hearing how these 2 guns 
handle light and heavier 
loads. We bring 180 and 
200-grain 10mm loads 
and will shoot two rounds 
of each for handleability 
and accuracy.

Rick shoots the Smith 
with 180-grain loads first.

“Wow. The grip texture 
is pretty strong!” he notes 

right away.
Bang! Bang! The report 

is loud. Rick’s shots hit 
the small metal target 
from 35 yards away. He 
walks back to us, grin-
ning.

“Smooth! Accurate!” he 
says. “But it does have a 
pretty strong kick! On a 
scale of 1-5, with 1 being 
the lightest kick and 5 
the worst kick, I’d give re-
coil on the Smith a solid 
3. My palm’s a little pink 
from the stippling and 
the recoil. 

“I’d give the trigger a 
2 out of a possible 5. It’s 
fairly light. But there’s 
some travel. I’d give travel 
a 3.

“The slide is still pret-
ty stiff. Guess it’s partly 
because the gun is new. 
I’ll give jacking the slide 
a 3.5.”

H e  s h o o t s  t h e 
200-grain load next.

“Who-ee! That thing 
comes back at you! With 
the heavier load, I’ll give 
the kick a 4 out of a pos-
sible 5.” His hand is even 
pinker now.

Joe says that’s be-
cause of the low bore 
axis of the barrel, which 
makes the gun come 
straight back at you.

He shoots next. Joe 
finds the recoil to be con-
siderably less and gives 
it a 1.5. He had shot the 
gun a bit earlier and is 
prepared for the recoil.

Then he shoots the 
heavier 200-grain load. 
Joe is feeling a lot more 
recoil with this load and 
gives recoil a 3.5 as op-
posed to Rick’s 4. With 
this heavy load, both 
guys agree that the Smith 
has a very sturdy kick.

Iver is next, and Rick 
shoots the 180-grain 
rounds in it.

Bang! 
“Nice!” he exclaims 

happily. He finds trigger 
pull and travel to be quite 
short and gives both a 
1.5. He finds the recoil to 
be light as well, and gives 
a 2 for kick.

J o e  s h o o t s  t h e 
180-grain load. He gives 
trigger pull a 1.5 and 
travel a 1. He figures the 
kick at a 1.

Later, Joe shoots the 
200-grain rounds and 
gives the Iver a 2.5 for 
recoil. Clearly, in both 
the Smith and the Iver, 
there’s a lot of difference 
in shooting the heavier 
load over the 180-grain 
target load.

“If the gun fairy drops 
down out of the sky and 
says you get to keep one 
of these guns, which 
would it be?” I ask Joe.

“If I were going hunt-
ing, I’d take Iver. The 
longer barrel imparts 
more energy to the round. 
It has a higher bore axis 
for more muzzle flip, but 
the weight of the gun 
holds it quite steady. I 
like the feel of the gun in 
my hand.

On the other hand, 
if I were to carry one of 
these 2 guns, I’d carry 
the Smith. It’s a whole 
lot lighter and shorter to 
make it easier to carry. It 
holds 15 rounds, which is 
a lot more than Iver’s 8 
rounds. The bigger white 
dot sights make it easier 
to align them to the tar-
get. For carry, I’d take the 
Smith.”

It’s quite clear to me.
Joe wants both guns.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County  Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

10mm: S&W M&P 2.0 or Iver Johnson Eagle XL?
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The following infor-
mation comes from Jim 
McGraw at the U.S. Coast 
Guard Heartland Safe 
Boating group.

THE ACHILLES’ HEEL 
OF 

INFLATABLE PFDS

Inflatable Personal Flo-
tation Devices are great! 
They are comfortable to 
wear and they provide 
very effective flotation. 
They are popular with 
professionals on the wa-
ter such as law enforce-
ment and harbor pilots. 
However, they require 
maintenance. I consid-
er the need for regular 
maintenance to be the 
critical weakness (Achil-
les’ Heel) of inflatable 
PFDs.

Winter is an excel-
lent opportunity to main-
tain your inflatable PFD. 
Since inflatable PFDs 
vary in the details of their 
design, it is critical that 
you follow the manu-
facturer’s maintenance 
instructions. If you have 
misplaced the owner’s 
manual, check the PFD 
itself for written mainte-
nance instructions. Elec-
tronic copies of owner’s 
manuals can often be 

found at the manufac-
turer’s web site under the 
“support” topic.

Who should do the 
maintenance? The best 
person to do the mainte-
nance is the person who 
will be wearing the PFD. 
Performing this main-
tenance increases the 
likelihood that the wearer 
knows how to use the 
inflatable PFD effectively.

In general, the mainte-
nance process is:

• Inspect the device for 
damage. Beware of dam-
age to the belts, buckles, 
or fabric. Unfold the PFD 
to inspect the bladder.

• Verify the inflation 
mechanism is charged 
and within its expiration 
date (if any).

• Perform a bladder 
leak test by inflating the 

vest orally. Typically, the 
process is to leave the 
bladder inflated overnight 
and then check to see if it 
has lost air.

• While the vest is un-
packed inspect the sur-
vival/signaling equip-
ment packed in the PFD. 
If there is none… consider 
adding a flat whistle, and 
a light designed for in-
stallation on an inflatable 
PFD.

• Re-pack the PFD. 
Verify that the manual 
activation handle is ac-
cessible!

• Note the maintenance 
on the record attached to 
the PFD.

Now that you have 
dealt with the inflatable 
PFD’s Achilles’ Heel, ex-
ploit its advantages and 
wear it whenever you 

are underway! Check 
back next week for more 
information on inflatable 
PFDs.

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com .

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination
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Moon Illumination
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City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Side mount practice in the pool.

Good news, I was able to get into the pool with my 
side mount gear on Sunday. The bad news is it was 
really cold outside. The outside temperature was 46 
degrees and the wind was blowing steady about 20 
miles per hour so it made it even colder. I will say 
that once you get into the pool it warmed up very 
quickly. The water temp in the pool is 82 degrees. 
Once I got my 5mil wetsuit on, then I had to get my 
harness set up and put on, I was ready to quickly get 
into the pool. Over the last couple of weeks I made 
some adjustments to my harness so it would make 
it easier to attach my tanks by moving a couple of 
attachment points away from my sides. I also added 
a couple of double-ended clips to the bungee straps 
that run under my arms to bring the top of the tank 
closer to my upper body.

For those of you who use side mount systems you 
know what I’m talking about but for the rest of you 
the best setup of a side mount system is to bring the 
tanks as close to your sides as possible. Once I got 
the tanks attached and the bungees around the tank 
valve it fit almost perfectly. My instructor asked me 
to go to the bottom and make sure everything fit me 
comfortably and it did.

She then told me to swim around and just to get 
used to the way things felt. I wasn’t as graceful as my 
instructor but I was moving forward. I was digging it 
the whole time but I did notice that I still wanted to 
go head down and that my buttock wanted to go up. 
I surfaced and my instructor said to move the weight 
that is on the inside back of the harness down to the 
lowest weight pocket and try it again. It worked great. 
My body leveled out horizontally and this time when I 
would frog kick I went straight ahead with no feeling 
of being head down, I was awesome. I also noticed 
that when your body is in the horizontal position that 
it doesn’t require as much effort to move smoothly 
thru the water.

Now it was time to really test my wings and swim 
a circuit around the pool without stopping to make 
any adjustments. To most of you swimming around 
is not difficult but consider I really only have my right 
foot doing most of the work and my left stump just 
trying to act like a rudder. It was the turning part 
that was very difficult. My instructor noticed that 
when I would want to turn I would flutter my left or 
right hand to move me in the direction I wanted to 
go. I surfaced and she said I needed to not gold fish 
turn, if you watch a gold fish they use their little front 
mounted fins to turn with. She knows my limits with 
my left stump so she gave me several suggestions to 
try and the one that really worked well was to over 
frog kick with my right foot then use my left one as 
a big rudder instead of trying to frog kick with it and 
it actually worked. I think with more practice it will 
become more natural.

We went to the shallow end of the pool and she 
said it’s time to try to unhook the bottom of my right 
tank and swim with it extended out in front of me. 
The first time I tried it was with an 80 cubic foot 
aluminum tank that had a 5lb lead weight attached 
to the bottom of it at Peacock 2 and it was a disas-
ter. The difference is now I have a 50 cubic foot steel 
tank plus my weighting and balance is much better. 
I was mildly successful this time - by that I mean I 
was able to actually swim forward and keep my body 
level and fairly horizontal, I still need to practice that 
skill more to make it comfortable for me.

All in all it was a much better session with the side 
mount rig than when I first started. My instructor was 
very happy for me and gave me some suggestions on 
adding some more D rings in various locations on my 
harness to aid in my adjustments. It’s like all new 
skills and equipment– you get it set to your liking 
and the rest is technique.

Keep making bubbles. 
Russell Miller NAUI #59999

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park last week,  

took this photo of three white ibis in a tree.



Page 8 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, February 16, 2023 www.thewakullasun.com

More discipline. Less shame

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

I love pasta, especial-
ly with marinara sauce 
and meatballs. I also 
love watching mystery 
programs on TV. If the 
government banned ex-
ercising for all people 

with the initials “SHB,” 
I’d be okay with that. 
And frankly, there have 
been times (especially 
when I’m tired) when I 
wanted to read a good 
piece of fiction rather 
than my Bible. 

But how would I look 
and feel if I ate only spa-
ghetti and meatballs? 
What would come of 
my life if I spent all day 
watching TV? What 
would happen to me 
(and to you) if we didn’t 
do what was necessary 
to stay physically and 
spiritually strong?

In Romans 6, the 
apostle Paul writes 
about breaking free 

from the bondage of sin. 
Sometimes, however, 
the behavior we struggle 
with isn’t necessarily a 
sin. Instead, we wrestle 
with “small” choices that 
hinder us and damage 
our relationships. 

Over  t ime,  these 
seemingly harmless 
choices can snowball 
into larger and more 
grievous behavior.

The message of Ro-
mans 6, especially verse 
21 can help us with 
the decisions we make 
each day: “But then 
what benefit (return) did 
you get from the things 
of which you are now 
ashamed? [None] for the 

end of those things is 
death” (AMPC).

Think for a moment 
about the decisions we 
make. Is the payoff (or 
return) we reap from 
our imprudent choices 
really worth the cost? 
What price are we willing 
to pay for squandering 
our health, time and 
finances? How much 
shame are we willing 
to endure when we use 
words or behave in ways 
that offend those around 
us, not to mention God?

How much lower will 
our quality of life, our 
sense of well-being, even 
our view of ourselves 
be if we don’t reconsid-

er our behavior? How 
many dreams, relation-
ships, or investments 
will we sacrifice? 

Imagine what your life 
would look like without 
the negative behaviors. 
Think how different it 
would be if you practiced 
more self-control. Is the 
mental image enough 
to motivate you to read 
Romans 6 and apply its 
truth every day for the 
next week? 

As we strengthen our-
selves in God’s Word, 
we’ll make wiser choic-
es and exercise more 
restraint. Each time we 
resist a second helping 
of pasta and turn off the 

TV, not only will we step 
toward a more fulfilling 
life, we’ll gain more con-
fidence in our ability to 
yield to God’s grace. 

God’s grace working 
in us will help us over-
come bad habits, build 
character and stop sin-
ful behavior. It will en-
able us to live a life with 
more discipline and less 
shame.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By CHERYL CRUCE

The gentle rains that 
fell to the earth began 
on Thursday and last-
ed through the week-
end. The skies have fi-
nally cleared, and the 
sun is peaking through 
the clouds drying the 
ground on a chilly Sun-
day afternoon. I am 
amazed at the cleans-
ing power of a gentle 
rain. The grass and foli-
age appear bright green 
and refreshed. The 
showers have washed 
away the pollen as al-

lergy meds are placed 
in the medicine cabinet 
until the next battle of 
floral sensitivity rises. 

Aside from our phys-
ical need for cleansing 
waters, there is also a 
spiritual recognition of 
the liquid substance. 
The cleansing strength 
of water is observed in 
Genesis 6 when God 
looks upon the earth 
and grieves at man’s 
broken, sinful na-
ture. In a moment of 
grief, God decides to 
destroy His creation 
with a flood. However, 
God sees Noah’s righ-
teousness and stays 
His hand of complete 
devastation because of 
grace. As the flood wa-
ters covered the earth, 
that which was griev-
ous to God was washed 
away, and righteous-
ness remained safe in 

the Ark. 
The cleansing waters 

of our Lord flooded the 
scene again in Exodus 
14 when the Children 
of Israel were being 
set free from Egyptian 
bondage. Four hundred 
years of oppression had 
thwarted Israel’s desire 
to worship God. Hear-
ing the prayers of Isra-
el, God moved to set the 
people free. Once Israel 
miraculously crossed 
the Red Sea on dry land, 
the waters poured in 
upon the enemy. Four 
hundred years of perse-
cution and cruelty were 
swept away with one 
command from God. 

The stories of The 
Flood and The Red 
Sea crossing are Old 
Testament images of 
baptism. In the New 
Testament, we read of 
baptism beginning in 

the Book of Matthew 
with the baptism of Je-
sus. As John the Bap-
tizer plunged Jesus be-
neath the waters of the 
Jordan, the fulfillment 
of all righteousness was 
lifted to the heavens. 

I stepped into the wa-
ters of baptism yester-
day with two precious 
souls who came with 
a desire to follow the 
Lord. I wish I could ex-
plain the moment’s joy 
as each was plunged 
beneath the frigid wa-
ters, but I cannot. I can 
tell you it was one of the 
most joyous moments 
of my spiritual life. It is 
not as if they were held 
in bondage for centu-
ries and needed to be 
set free. Nor were they 
individuals who could 
be grievous to God or 
man. In every sense of 
the word, they are the 

epitome of innocence, 
yet they came to be 
cleansed by the fulfill-
ment of righteousness. 

I wish I could ex-
plain to you the joy on 
the faces of a congre-
gation ready to receive 
and nurture these new 
believers, but I can-
not. A fresh wind blows 
throughout our sanctu-
ary as people gather to 
receive God’s cleansing 
reign. Grief and un-
certainties of the soul 
are being showered be-
neath His living waters, 
inviting us into a new 
life of His fulfillment, 
for we are His children. 

I do not know what 
sea of impossibilities 
lay ahead, but I know 
God will help you cross 
over. His promises are 
before you; your ene-
my is gone. Did you not 
know you are the apple 

of His eye, and He will 
keep you always (Psalm 
17:8)? Find a moment 
to come to the Father 
and enter the waters 
while the invitation re-
mains open. Step into 
the righteousness of 
Jesus and experience 
His fulfillment. Al-
low His gentle reign to 
flood your soul. Know 
that you are invited to 
a sanctuary of believ-
ers experiencing a fresh 
wind of His spirit.

John 1:12 ESV But 
to all who did receive 
him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the 
right to become chil-
dren of God.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

This month The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Par-
sonage and I celebrate 
the 52nd anniversary of 
our engagement. In Au-
gust, it’ll be the 52nd an-
niversary of our wedding.

I can’t believe we 
have been together for 
52 years. But, alas, here 
it is.

I first met her in Sep-
tember of 1970 when 
I went to Bible college. 
Knowing that God was 
calling me to be a pastor, 
I understood that I would 
need a wife to help me in 
this ministry.

N o t  b e i n g  w o m -
an-wise, and no dating 
experience: I thought a 
date was simply a dried-
up prune.

Not knowing what to 
do, I simply put it in 
God’s hands. Before I 
went to this Bible college, 
my prayer was, “Heaven-
ly Father, make the first 
young lady I meet when 
I go to school be the wife 
you have chosen for me.”

It sounds ridiculous, 
but not being wom-
an-wise, it was my best 
choice.

My parents took me 
up to New York, where 
the college was, as we 
drove into the men’s 
dorm driveway a young 
lady was coming out. 
This young lady had her 
hair rolled up in tomato 
cans which was rather 
usual at that time.

When I saw her walk 
out, I quickly prayed, 
“Not yet, Father. My feet 
have not touched the 
ground.”

I think God was chuck-
ling. For some reason, I 
was never able to get 
away from her because it 
was a very small college, 
and everybody knew ev-
erybody.

N o t  b e i n g  w o m -
an-wise, I did not know 
how to conduct myself in 
such a situation.

In December, we were 
on some date, and she 
happened to say, or so 
I thought she happened 
to say it, “Wouldn’t it be 
nice to get married?”

Again, my not being 
woman-wise did not al-
low me to understand 
what was going on. I 
simply replied to her, “I 
think it would be great 
to get married.”

Foolish me, I thought 
that was the end of the 
conversation.

The  nex t  day  in 
school, as I walked down 
the hallway, everybody 
looked at me, smiled, 
and said, “Congratula-
tions.” So I smiled back 
and thanked them.

I had no idea what I 
was being congratulated 
on, I thought perhaps I 
finally passed a test in 
school.

After a while, I stopped 
somebody congratulat-
ing me and asked what 
he was congratulating 
me for.

Laughing, he said, 
“Oh, you silly boy. I’m 
congratulating you on 
your upcoming wed-
ding.” Then he walked 
away.

I stood in the hallway 
for a moment, trying to 
process what he had just 
told me. 

Later that afternoon, I 
met her in the cafeteria, 
she looked at me, smiled, 
and said, “I’ve told ev-
erybody, and everybody 
is happy for us. Isn’t it 
wonderful?”

I then realized I was 
the last one in the college 
that knew I was getting 
married.

God was the first one 
to know who I was going 
to marry, and I was the 

last one to know. That is 
chapter 1 in woman-wise 
psychology.

According to tradition 
back then, the next step 
was to get permission 
from her father to marry 
his daughter. So you 
understand I was rather 
nervous along this line 
because I had never met 
her father or mother.

Before the engage-
ment, we traveled back 
to visit her family. It 
was then that I met her 
father.

I took him aside and 
said, “Sir, I would like to 
ask your permission for 
your daughter’s hand in 
marriage.”

He looked at me with 
a rather strange look and 
said, “No.”

At this point, my flab-
ber just got gasted, and I 
didn’t know what to say.

He looked at  me 
strangely and said, 
“Young man, you take 
my entire daughter or 
none of her. Not just her 
hand.”

At this point, I realized 
I was also not father-in-
law-wise. That was well 
beyond my pay scale. My 
heart sank, and I did not 
know the next step.

Looking at me, her 
father finally broke down 
laughing. I had no idea 
what he was laughing 
about.

“Of course, you can 
have my daughter’s hand 
in marriage as long as 
you take the rest of her.”

I tried to laugh as best 
I could but had no idea 
what was happening in 
the world. If this is what I 
was marrying into, it will 
be a long voyage.

As we were driving 
back to school, the fu-
ture Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage looked 
at me and said, “Well, 
what do you think of my 
family?”

I just smiled back at 
her and she said, “Wel-
come to my family.”

I smiled and thought 
about my favorite life 
verse from the Bible.

Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust 
in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understand-
ing. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths.”

This verse has guided 
me throughout my entire 
life, especially in the area 
of marriage. Either I can 
lean on my own under-
standing, or, I can trust 
in the Lord with all my 
heart. If I’m going to go 
down the right path only 
God can lead me.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

Another celebration in the bank

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR

A gentle reign
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Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Henry Cliff ord Curtis, 69, of Crawfordville, died Feb. 7, 2023. Family Fu-
neral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family� c.com

• Shellie G. Rowell Jr.,  of Carrabelle, died on Feb. 8, 2023. Family Funeral 
Home at Harvey-Young Chapel 850-926-5919, www.family� c.com

From Front Page

-ing with the Ancients.” 
Through the program, 

which is sponsored by 
the Office of Naval Re-
search and National 
Geographic, Ballard is 
focused on tracing hu-
man migration along 
coastal routes. His the-
ory was that some of the 
first Native Americans 
“walked the shoreline” 
while migrating across 
North America thou-
sands of years ago - 
a theory that has led 
him and his team to 
old caves that are sub-
merged, some of which 
are around 400 ft below 
sea level.

Ballard noted that 
some of the caves he is 
now seeking to study 
are too deep for divers 

to reach and safely ex-
plore. Expedition leader 
Jason Fahy said one 
purpose of AUVs like 
SUNFISH is to “push 
past human capability.”

According to the mis-
sion director for this 
testing, SUNFISH Chief 
Technology Officer Kris-
tof Richmond, the AUV 
is capable of moving 360 
degrees and of thinking 
for itself. He noted that 
the AUV is equipped 
with thrusters, camer-
as, lights, and sonar. 
SUNFISH Field Oper-
ations Manager Vickie 
Siegel said that during 
the early phases of test-
ing the AUV in unstruc-
tured underwater caves, 
it is also sent into the 
caves with three lines - 
a communication line, 
a fiberoptic tether, and 

a closed-circuit televi-
sion camera. The lines 
help individuals on the 
ground stay connected 
to the AUV. 

Fahy noted that the 
features of the AUV al-
low it to both map caves 
using sonar and acous-
tics, and map caves 
through the collection 
of images. At a spe-
cial presentation held 
immediately prior to 
the Friends of Wakulla 
Springs monthly board 
meeting on Wednesday, 
Feb. 1, SUNFISH devel-
oper Stone said, “the 
vehicle here is acquiring 
data from the environ-
ment by itself, and then 
it reacts to that and car-
ries out high-level ob-
jectives that we give it.” 
In an interview, Ballard 
said that the SUNFISH 
AUV has the ability to 
create “precise, three-di-
mensional maps.”

According to Ballard, 
the SUNFISH team 
chose Wakulla Springs 
for this phase of testing 
and mapping. He noted 
that the cave system 
here is interesting in its 
own right. Ultimately, 
the goal is to gain confi-
dence in the reliability of 
SUNFISH to explore and 
map underwater caves 
– hopefully at deeper 
depths.

As SUNFISH is ex-
pensive technology, Bal-
lard’s goal at Wakulla 
Springs was to test it in 
underwater caves that 
can be reached by divers 
in case of any issues 
that may occur during 
the mission. He referred 
to this as “practicing in 
a cave that divers can 
reach, so I can put it in a 
cave divers can’t reach.” 

Testing at Wakulla 
Springs was conducted 
in two parts. For the 

first week, the team fo-
cused on mapping the 
Wakulla Spring cave 
using SUNFISH. Due to 
limited visibility, these 
tests focused on using 
SUNFISH’s sonar capa-
bilities to map the cave. 
By Feb 8, the team had 
completed their tests 
and mapping at the 
Wakulla Spring cave, 
and they were starting 
their tests at Sally Ward 
Spring.

Sally Ward was in-
cluded as a testing and 
mapping site because 
the water was more clear 
– thus visibility was bet-
ter for the divers and 
AUV. Fahy noted that 
the focus at Sally Ward 
was SUNFISH’s ability 
to map Sally Ward’s 
cube room using the 
images that it takes. 
The ultimate goal for 
underwater cave map-
ping using the AUV is 

to combine sonar map-
ping with the collected 
images to create a more 
complete three-dimen-
sional map of the cave 
systems.

Fahy said that after 
mapping is completed, 
the team hopes to leave 
behind a product at the 
Wakulla Springs Lodge 
that will allow visitors to 
visualize and experience 
parts of the local cave 
system in a more im-
mersive way. The team 
will be continuing their 
research on this project 
with the ultimate goal of 
mapping deeper caves 
using the AUV.

For more information 
you can find a recording 
of Ballard and Stone’s 
special presentation on 
the Wakulla Springs 
YouTube channel.

SUNFISH

Activity reported for 
the week of Feb. 3 to 
10:

FRIDAY, FEB. 3

• Deputy Arturo Cor-
doba responded to Dana 
Drive in reference to a 
fraud complaint. Upon 
arrival Deputy Cordoba 
made contact with Pa-
tricia Suderman, who 
advised her husband 
Patrick lost his debit 
card yesterday and now 
there have been several 
unauthorized charges 
made on their account. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation.

• Harry Raker report-
ed the right flap on a 
window air condition-
ing  unit was pulled 
back at his rental 
property. The flap was 
pulled back as if it was 
snatched from the win-
dow. Raker advised it 
would take $150 to fix 
the window unit flap. 
No other damage was 
observed to have been 
done to the residence. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy 
Todd Kent investigated.

• Robert Watford re-
ported his 2007 Suzu-
ki dirt bike being sto-
len. Watford stated he 
last saw his dirt bike 
at his residence a week 
ago. The dirt bike was 
not operational due to 
stale fuel in the tank. 

The dirt bike was being 
stored unsecured in an 
open area besides an 
outdoor shed. Estimat-
ed value of the dirt bike 
is $1,800. There are no 
known suspects at the 
time of this report. The 
dirt bike was entered 
into NCIC/FCIC as sto-
len. This case has been 
sent to detectives for 
further investigation. 
Deputy Todd Kent in-
vestigated.

SATURDAY, FEB. 4

• Walmart Asset Pro-
tection reported an un-
known male had passed 
the last point of sale 
with a Walmart cart 
filled with unpaid store 
merchandise. Deputies 
were able to arrive prior 
to the male loading the 
items in a vehicle. Lt 
David Pienta attempted 
to stop the suspect but 
he failed to follow com-
mands and was subse-
quently Tasered. The 
suspect James Henry 
Robinson was taken 
into custody after be-
ing cleared by Wakul-
la County Fire Rescue. 
Total number of items 
stolen was 84 with a 
value of $915.12. Rob-
inson was charged with 
Retail theft, possession 
of counterfeit currency, 
and resisting arrest. 

MONDAY, FEB. 6

• Timothy Keays re-

ported fraudulent ac-
tivity on his bank ac-
count. Keays stated 
on Feb. 4 a charge of 
$103.88 was made at 
Walmart via online. 
Keays stated he didn’t 
authorize the charge 
nor does he know who 
is responsible. This 
case has been sent to 
detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy 
Dakota Haddock inves-
tigated.

• Deputy Edwin 
Grove responded to Ot-

ter Creek Road in refer-
ence to a theft. James 
Lamar Harvey reported 
his tool box was taken 
from his porch. He es-
timated the tools and 
box would cost $500 to 
replace. Several possi-
ble suspects have been 
identified in the case. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8

• John Davis report-

ed his medication was 
sent from the Veterans 
Administration and it 
failed to arrive by the 
normal delivery date. 
Deputy Arturo Cordoba 
responded and investi-
gated. 

• Dustin Smith re-
ported leaving his Sthil 
800x Backpack Blower 
out near the mailbox 
while he was cleaning 
the yard. Smith forgot 
about the blower and 
left the property upon 
job completion. Smith 
advised he drove for 
about five miles and 
remembered he left 
his blower. Once he 
returned to collect his 
blower from out by the 
mailbox, the blower 
was gone. The blower 
was entered into NCIC 
/ FCIC with the provid-
ed serial number and 
the value was listed as 
$650. This case has 
been sent to detectives 
for further investiga-
tion. Deputy Dustin 
Matthews investigated.

• The manager of 
the Dollar General on 
Shadeville Highway re-
ported an unknown 
white male being in-
toxicated in the store. 
The male took the key 

to the store restroom 
outside with him which 
prompted the contact. 
The male became ar-
gumentative and inco-
herent with the man-
ager when she asked 
for the restroom key. 
While deputies were 
enroute, the male left 
the store driving west 
on Shadeville to Cajer 
Posey Road. Deputies 
located the white 2023 
GMC traveling on Ca-
jer Posey using the de-
scription given by the 
manager. A traffic stop 
was initiated on the ve-
hicle in the area of Nine 
Gables Lane and con-
tact was made with the 
driver and sole occu-
pant Markham Swish-
er. A DUI investigation 
was conducted and 
Swisher refused to par-
ticipate in field sobri-
ety exercises. Based on 
the evidence observed 
by deputies on scene, 
Swisher was arrested 
for DUI and transported 
to the Wakulla Coun-
ty Jail. Deputy Dustin 
Matthews investigated. 

 
Report suspicious or 

illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 
for emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Providing Insurance & 
Financial Services

Agent Bus: 850 745 2148 
23 Azalea Drive Unit A, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Kiersten Smith 

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Two FHP wrecks 
in Wakulla in 

two days
Staff Report

Two crashes involving two Florida Highway 
Patrol vehicles were reported – one on Saturday, 
Feb. 11, and another on Sunday, Feb. 12.

In the first wreck, on Saturday, at about 8:20 
a.m., a FHP Charger was traveling northbound 
on U.S. Highway 319 near Whitlock Way, which 
is north of Crawfordville and south of Bloxham 
Cutoff. The trooper, a 29-year-old female, went 
to make a U-turn and  the car behind her, an 
SUV driven by a 19-year-old Sopchoppy man, 
ran into the back of the Charger.

The trooper suffered serious injuries and was 
transported to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital. 
The road was shut down for 4 hours.

The wreck on Sunday was on 319 near Blox-
ham Cutoff, and a trooper was slowing for a red 
light and was rear-ended by a distracted driver 
behind him. The trooper was only identified as 
a 27-year-old male. The other driver was report-
ed as a 26-year-old female from Crawfordville 
driving an SUV.

Neither reported any injuries.

Sponsored by : SHS Alumni

Ticketsavailable at the door

Saturday, February 25 • 7 p.m.
Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

SopchoppyOpry.com

Call (850) 962-3711 for Tickets $15

Presents
ANNA WESCOAT & 
THE ALL GIRLS BAND 
FEATURING
KAY KAYE, GLENDA BRADLEY & CINDY CARTER

FOLLOW THE SUN.
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School distribution 
sponsored by

Front Page Talking Points:
Congress hears calls for return of free hot meals for all students, re-

gardless of family income

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

Some students’ fam-
ilies are affected by 
the end of a pandem-
ic-era federal program 
that provided free caf-
eteria meals. Families 
now have to pay if they 
don’t qualify for break-
fast and lunch because 
of income level. The 
School Nutrition As-
sociation said in Jan-
uary that 96 percent 
of schools it surveyed 
were facing an increase 
in unpaid meal debt 
because government 
grants for free meals 
to all students ended 
in the 2022-23 school 
year. (Schools often 
feed every student any-
way, requiring them to 
pay later and creating 
a debt parents may 
struggle to repay. Some 
children stop getting 
hot food or a full meal.)

The nutrition group, 

a nonprofit in Arling-
ton, Va., and others 
are urging Congress 
to bring back no-cost 
meals for all students. 
“We’re very worried that 
at the end of the year, a 
lot of schools will have 
significant amounts of 
unpaid meal debt that 
they need to pay off,” 
an association spokes-
woman says, “and that 
could cut into educa-
tion funds. . . . We want 
to make sure every 
student has equal ac-
cess to healthy school 
meals.” Congress ear-
lier OK’d an extra 40 
cents per lunch and 
15 cents per breakfast 
for every school meal 
served this school year, 
but those funds expire 
July 1. Community 
organizations, social 
media influencers and 
national nonprofits are 

trying to help fill the 
void with donations.

Republicans in Con-
gress oppose perma-
nently extending uni-
versal free cafeteria 
meals, arguing that 
only the neediest fam-
ilies should be eligible. 
A handful of states are 
stepping in. California 
and Maine use bud-

get surpluses to start 
permanent universal 
school meal programs. 
Temporary extensions 
run through June 
in Vermont, Nevada, 
Massachusetts and 
Pennsylvania (break-
fast only). “Free school 
meals are critical to 
child development,” 
says Erin McAleer, 

head of Project Bread, 
an East Boston non-
profit. In Minnesota, 
Gov. Tim Walz recently 
urged legislators to ap-
prove money for break-
fasts and lunches at all 
public schools. Colo-
rado will tax wealthier 
residents to generate 
$100 million for free 
meals — a program 
overwhelmingly ap-
proved by voters in No-
vember.

National group says: 
“A family that’s go-

ing through a medi-
cal crisis or just had 
a rent increase and is 
still struggling to make 
ends meet, they might 
not qualify for meal 
benefits, but they’re 
still having a hard time 
putting food on the 
table.” – Diane Pratt-
Heavner, media rela-

tions director, School 
Nutrition Association

State lawmaker says: 
“We have a budget 

surplus and we know 
we can do this. No child 
in Minnesota should 
be going hungry.” – 
Rep. Sydney Jordan, a 
Democrat

Professor says: 
“Expanding the 

school meals program 
to all kids, regardless of 
their families’ income, 
leads to improvements 
for kids and families. 
Math test scores go 
up, exclusionary disci-
pline – basically out-of-
school suspensions – 
go down and the use of 
food bank services also 
falls.” – Krista Ruffini, 
Georgetown University 
economist

1. Read education coverage of any kind and 
tell something you learn.

2. Briefly summarize news about another 
basic need, such as housing, clothing or trans-
portation.

3. Now share a fact from any article about 
your age group.

Front Page Action Points:



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, February 16, 2023 – Page 11

A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!
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notice to creditors

notice oF sALe
crum’s Home detail

Chris Crum
850-694-4832

Pressure & soft washing, roof 
& gutter cleaning, concrete 

sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

serVices

serVices

Raw Wildflower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

estAte sALe
Sat., Feb 18th  -   9a.m. to 2 p.m.

Nic nacs, kitchen itemsm 
clothes, some furniture, books, 
cd’s, cassettes, old bibles, all 

kinds if stuff!! 
22 Covington Circle.

For sALe

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

27-A&B Azalea Dr. 
(behind Pizza Hut and CVS)

850-745-6906
facebook.com/raysthriftstore

Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s
Thrift Store
Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’sRay’s 9:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M.  

Monday - Saturday

Not your Typical Thrift Store!
NEW SHIPMENT!

LeAtHer rePAir / 
reFUrBisH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

CLUES ACROSS
1. River in Tuscany
5. A way to repre-
sent
8. Rocker’s guitar
12. Civil Rights 
group
14. Brew
15. Scratch
16. W. Asian coun-
try
18. The Eye Net-
work
19. Clarified butter
20. Part of the Cas-
cade Range
21. Downwind
22. A way to steer
23. Loop
26. Not ingested
30. Swampy conif-
erous forest
31. Musician
32. Signing
33. Containing iron
34. Part of a theo-
rem or proof
39. Veterans battle-
ground (slang)
42. Of enormous 
proportions

44. Italian city
46. Come before
47. Balm
49. Undergarments
50. Male parent
51. Ropes
56. Ear part
57. Investment 
vehicle
58. Dictator
59. Cain and __
60. A type of code
61. Border river 
along India and 
Nepal
62. It’s what’s for 
dinner
63. Consume
64. Christian __, 
designer

CLUES DOWN
1. Cuckoos
2. Skin issue

3. City in central 
Japan
4. Sorrels
5. Twinned dia-
mond
6. Canadian prov-
ince
7. Monetary units
8. Head honcho
9. Goddess of wis-
dom
10. Part of a play
11. Get rid of
13. Applicant
17. Bowling alleys 
have many
24. Explosive
25. “The Say Hey 
Kid”
26. Ultrahigh fre-
quency
27. No (Scottish)
28. Make a mistake
29. Credit card 
term

35. Keyboard key
36. Woman 
(French)
37. In the middle of
38. Score perfectly
40. Coat a metal 
with an oxide coat
41. Deadly disease
42. A place to dock 
a boat (abbr.)
43. Belch
44. Member of U.S. 
Navy
45. “In __”: sepa-
rate from others
47. Examine exten-
sively
48. Adjust
49. Tattle
52. Actor Pitt
53. Gulls
54. Within
55. Exceptionally 
talented 
performer

Crossword ____________

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946
Hiren & Purvi Patel – Pharmicists

Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925

HeLP wAnted
now HirinG!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

FOR SALE
• 110 Individually 

wrapped Freedom Plus 
XL 48”to 60” 

protective underwear. 
• (2 ) New in box hide-
away bed rails that fit 

most beds.
• New Drive Rollator 

300lb. capacity.
• New ANTOP antenna 
at 400V 85 mile HD w/

VIZIO 24” TV w/remote. 
Used 1 mo.

• Like new mobility 
scooter electric 9 mile 

range, pride w/new drive 
on metal ramp. 

48” never used. CAT 2 or 
3 adaptable hitch.

Other new healthcare 
equipment available.

850-544-8472

2655-B CRAWFORDVILLE HWY.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage Unit Rentals     

8x10 - $66.65
10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

rentALs

Feb. 9, 16, 2023

TWS NTC RONNIE HAMILTON

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
CASE NO. 22-CPA-85

IN RE: ESTATE OF
RONNIE LYNWOOD HAMILTON,
           Deceased. 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE ABOVE ESTATE: 

You are hereby notified that an Order of formal administration has been entered in the es-
tate of RONNIE LYNWOOD HAMILTON deceased, Case Number 2022-CPA-85 by the Circuit 
Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawford-
ville Highway, Crawfordville, Florida 32327. The total cash value of the estate is estimated to 
be $1,500.00, and that there is no known persons or entities to whom it has been assigned 
by such order. 

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTIFIED THAT: 
All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands against dece-

dent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served within three months after the date of 
the first publication of this notice must file their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 
THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and persons having claims or demands against the es-
tate of the decedent must file their claims with this Court WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DEMANDS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED. 

Personal Representative:
/s/ GINA LEE HAMILTON 

Attorney for Personal Representative:
/s/RONALD A. MOWREY
Florida Bar ID #0122006
rmowrey@mowreylaw.com
MOWREY LAW FIRM, P.A.
515 North Adams Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
(850)222-9482 Telephone
(850)561-6867 Facsimile

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is given pursuant to Florida Self-Storage Facility Act, Florida 
Statutes, Chapter 83, Part IV that Wakulla Realty will hold a sale by 
sealed bid on March 9th, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. at 2655 Crawfordville 
Hwy. of the contents of Mini-Warehouse containing personal property 
of: Lindsey Perez Unit D8, Felis White Unit A2 & E7. Before the sale 
date of March 9th, 2023 the owner may redeem their property by pay-
ment of the outstanding balance and coast by mailing it to P.O. Box 
535 Crawfordville Fl. 32326 or by paying in personat 10 Cedar Avenue, 
Crawfordville, Fl. Feb. 16, 23, 2023
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Petra Shuff, retired executive director of the Chamber, gets a hug from Mary Wallace on the porch at Sherlock Springs. John Shuff in the background.

Current Chamber executive director Heather Bryan with Terry Hillier of Wakulla Sign 
Company and the plaque for Petra Shuff that features a brick from the old courthouse, 

with Chamber President Amy Geiger. 

Petra Shuff, center, at the retirement party and dinner at Sherlock Springs, which was 
attended by about 65 people.

Scott Gaby, left, was president of the 
Chamber in 2007 when Petra was hired. 

Above, the cake served at the party.

Former Chamber President Greg James with a weathervane presented to Petra Shuff by 
him and Chamber treasurer Jessica Revell and member Sharol Brown. 

Petra Shuff celebrated for Chamber work
Story & Photos By

WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Petra Shuff, who re-
tired at the first of the 
year as executive di-
rector of the Wakulla 
Chamber of Commerce, 
was given a surprise par-
ty at Sherlock Springs 

on Tuesday, Feb. 7.
The theme of the par-

ty was travel, as Petra 
wants to travel during 
her retirement. 

Scott Gaby was Cham-
ber president back in 
2007 and hired Petra. 

Gaby joked that there 
didn’t seem to be a lot 

of egos in the Chamber 
now, but back in his 
day there were a lot of 
big egos.

Current  Chamber 
President Amy Geiger 
spoke of Petra’s impact 
on the Chamber during 
her time.

“Your presence in the 

Chamber office will be 
deeply missed,” Geiger 
said.

Geiger presented Petra 
with an award made by 
Terry Hillier of Wakulla 
Sign Company that fea-
tured a brick from the 
courthouse walk.

County Commissioner 

Quincee Messersmith re-
membered when she first 
met Petra years ago at 
a PAWS meeting at Bay 
Leaf Market.

Greg James, Jessica 
Revell and Sharol Brown 
presented Petra with a 
weathervane that resem-
bles the one on top of the 

old Courthouse.
Mary Wallace not-

ed that she and Petra 
started the networking 
luncheons and events. 
She passed a beer stein 
around for the crowd to 
fill with dollars for travel 
money for Petra and her 
husband John.

Quarterback Haden Klees is named the district Player of the Year

850-962-8079

Six different � avors of GREAT Margarita!
GREAT Food…GREAT people…GREAT Fun!

We don’t want ALL the Business – but we want YOUR Business
2000 Crawfordville Hwy. – Across from Wal Mart • Sun. – Thurs. 11-9 • Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

1.    Fajitas .......................................................11.50 
Chicken or steak with rice, beans, lettuce,

  sour cream, guacamole, pico de gallo & tortillas.
2.    Speedy Gonzales ..................................... 7.50
 Enchilada, taco, rice & beans.
3.    Burrito, Tostada, & Taco ...................... 8.29
4.    Burrito, Enchilada, & Taco .................. 8.99
5.    Beef Tostada, Tamal, & Rice ................ 8.20
6.    Burrito, Rice, & Beans ........................... 7.50
7.    Taco, Rice, & Beans ................................ 7.50
8.    Burrito, Chile con Carne, & Rice ........ 8.50
9.    Burrito, Flauta, & Taco ......................... 8.99
10.  Chile Pablano, Guacamole
        Salad, & Beans ........................................ 8.99
11.  Burrito with Enchilada Sauce, 
 Taco, & Tamal .......................................... 8.50
12.  Burrito Supreme .................................... 8.50
 Bean & Beef Burrito, topped with Cheese & Salsa.
  Served with Lettuce, guacamole, & sour cream.
13.  Two Enchiladas, Rice & Beans ........... 9.25
14.  Quesadilla, Rice, & Beans .................... 7.50
15.  San Marcos Salad................................... 7.50
 Lettuce, ground beef or chicken, cheese, 
 guacamole, sour cream, & tomatoes in a crispy shell.
16.  Your Choice of Eggs ............................... 9.25
 Huevos rancheros, eggs, with chorizo or 
 Mexican style, served with rice, beans and tortilla.
17.  Chimichanga ........................................... 7.50
 Beef or chicken chimichanga, topped with cheese dip,
 served with lettuce, guacamole, sour cream, & tomatoes.

18.   Burrito, Enchilada, Tostada, 
 & Taco .....................................................10.25
19.   Quesadilla, Tostada, & Taco .............. 8.50
20.   Chile Poblano, Flauta, and Taco ...... 8.99
21.   Quesadilla Suprema ............................ 8.99
 Beef or chicken, topped with lettuce, guacamole, 
 sour cream, & tomatoes
22.   Tostada, Chile Poblano, 
 & Flauta .................................................... 8.50
23.   Grilled Chicken Salad ........................10.25
 Grilled Chicken Breast. Served on a bed of lettuce, 
 & shredded cheese with pico de gallo
24.   Steak Burrito ........................................10.25
 Served with rice, beans, lettuce, guacamole, 
 sour cream, pico de gallo.
25.   Grilled Chicken Breast ......................10.25
 Served with rice or fries.
26.   Taco Salad ............................................... 8.50
 Steak or grilled chicken, with lettuce, guacamole, tomatoes, 
 sour cream, & cheese in a crispy shell.
27.   Chicken Fingers & Fries ...................... 9.99
28.   Carnitas ..................................................10.25
 Fried pork chunks with onions, and Mexican pieces. 
 Serviced with rice, beans, & tortillas.
29.   Chilaquiles
 Served with rice and beans, or two eggs.
Go to : https://www.toasttab.com/sanmarcoscrawfordville/v3
To see kids menu, Salads, Veggeteriano, sides and full menu! 

Lunch Specials • Monday – Friday 11:00 – 3:00 p.m. Indoor & Outdoor seating 
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

A standing-room only 
crowd was on hand at 
the Wakulla County 
Courthouse on Friday, 
Feb. 10 for the investi-
ture ceremony for new 
Wakulla County Judge 
Brian Miller.

More than a dozen 
circuit and county judg-
es attended, including 
retired Wakulla Coun-
ty Judge Jill Walker, 
current Wakulla Cir-
cuit Judge Layne Smith 
and Circuit Judge Ron 
Flury, who had the 
Wakulla assignment 
for the past few years 
and also served as chief 
prosecutor in Wakulla 
before that. 

Miller was serving 
as Wakulla chief pros-
ecutor when he was 
elected county judge in 
November.

In her comments, 

Judge Walker,  who 
served 32 years as 
Wakulla County judge, 
noted her conversations 
with Miller about his 
philosophy as a pros-
ecutor and she said 
Miller replied that he 
wanted all defendants 

to feel they were treated 
fairly.

Judge Flury not-
ed that Judge Walker 
had been teaching or 
mentoring other judges 
throughout her long 
career. 

Saying Wakulla vot-

ers faced a win-win sit-
uation with the judicial 
candidates in the elec-
tion between Miller and 
Eddie Evans, both good 
lawyers and both excep-
tionally good-hearted 
people, Flury said.

“How you’ve treated 

people in the past is the 
primary reason you’re 
here,” Flury told Miller.

Miller thanked his 
parents, his wife and 
daughter, and family. 
He thanked the judges 
in attendance, especial-
ly Judge Walker.

“I can only  hope to 
continue the high stan-
dard you set,” he told 
Walker, adding: “Thank 
you for your service.”

A reception was held 
at Wakulla Springs 
Lodge after the investi-
ture ceremony.

Chief Judge Jonathan Sjostrom presides as retired Wakulla County Judge Jill Walker addresses the crowd.

Major Ray Johnson, Undersheri�  Billy Jones, Judge Brian Miller and Sheri�  Jared Miller.

Former Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury, who was also 
chief prosecutor in Wakulla for several years, o� ers Miller 

advice on being a judge.

Circuit Judge Layne Smith with Judge Brian Miller and 
Judge Smith’s judicial assistant Deanna Gravius at the 

reception at Wakulla Springs a� er the ceremony.

Brian Miller sworn-in as Wakulla County judge

LEE TRAILER SALES 
3922 Crawfordville Road 

Tallahassee, FL 32305 
 850.878.0788  leetrailersales@comcast.net 

www.leetrailersales.net

• Pierced I-Beam Frame
• Cross-Trac™ Bracing
• I-Beam Goosenec
• Breakaway Switch with Battery
• Dual-HD 12k Jacks with Toolbox
• 10' Hydraulic Beavertail
• HD Slipper Spring Axles
• 48" Axle Spread
• Oil Filled Hubs

• Radial Tires
• Powder Coat Finish
• Pressure Treated 2" x 6" Decking
• Diamond Plate Deck Over Wheels
• (10) 5/8" D-Rings
• Chain Spools
• Stake Pockets and Rub Rail
• Spare Tire Carrier
• Side Steps

• Underbody Side Mount Control Box
• All LED Lights
• Deep Cycle Battery
• Battery Charger, 110V
• HD 5" Bore Twin Lift Cylinder in Beavertail
• Power-Up, Power-Down Hydraulics
• Limited 3-Year Warranty

HEAVY DUTY LOW PROFILE HYDRAULIC BEAVERTAIL DECKOVER RTAIL DECKOVER 
• Pierced I-Beam Frame
• Cross-Trac™ Bracing
• I-Beam Goosenec

• Radial Tires
• Powder Coat F
• Pressure Treated 2" x 6" Decking

HEAVY DUTY LOW PROFILE HYDR

THEY’RE HERE!
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