
By SAROJANIE SAMLAL
Special to The Sun

Special  Olympics 
County  Games re -
turned to the Wakulla 
High School track on 
Friday, Feb. 24th. 

It was the first time 
since 2018 that ele-
mentary school athletes 
had the opportunity 
to compete. In 2019, 
the games had to be 
cancelled due to light-
ning. The pandemic 
and school closures 
followed, and although 
high school athletes be-
came involved in 2022, 
the long-awaited re-
turn of our elementary 
school athletes finally 
occurred this year. 

Parents, students, 
supporters, district 
staff, and administra-
tors all turned out to 
cheer on the athletes 
on this unusually hot 

Spring day.
The opening cere-

mony was led by the 
WHS Color Guard and 
mascots; the athletes 
were cheered on as they 

paraded around the 
track. There was an ex-
ceptional performance 
of the National Anthem 
by Jennifer Monroe, a 
parent of one of the ath-

letes. The Pledge and 
Special Olympics Oath 
were solemnly recited.

“Let me win, but if 
I cannot win, let me 
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City amends base 
 ood e e ation  

citing emergency 

A ll ag es of athletes were ab le to c omp ete in this year’ s g ames at Wakulla H ig h Sc hool

A lso, c ity c ommission ap p rov es g oing  
to four-day workweek at City H all 

b eg inning  in A p ril

B rad and Troy Phillip s, who fac ed c harg es in Wakulla, are sentenc ed for the 2 0 2 1  murder of a D ec atur County, G a. dep uty

McGru�  the Crime Dog marches with Special Olympics athletes and supporters on the 
track at Wakulla High School at the recent event.

Turn to Page 5

C ITY OF S T.  M A R KS

“It’s a New Day”$ 1  
On e  Se c t i o n

Ou r  2 n d  Y e a r  1 1 t h  Is s u e
Th u r s d a y ,  Ma r c h  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3

Locally Owned 
     & Operated

Brad Phillips, le� , and Troy Phillips. � e mugshots are 
from their Wakulla arrest a month before they murdered a 

deputy sheri�  in Georgia.

1 96852 36013 0

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

ThunderstormsSunny AM Thunderstorms

Saturday

Sunrise 7:44 AM
Sunset 7:47 PM

Sunrise 7:45 AM
Sunset 7:47 PM

Sunrise 7:46 AM
Sunset 7:46 PM

Hi: 65º Lo: 43º   81%Hi: 76º Lo: 61º   70%Hi: 70º Lo: 59º   4%

WeatherSTEMWAKULLA

FridayThursday

By RIDDHI PATEL
Correspondent

An emergency ordinance was adopted by the 
St Marks City Commission last week to amend 
two sections of a flood ordinance adopted in Sep-
tember 2022, immediately adjusting lowest floor 
elevation requirements from 2 feet above base 
flood elevation to 1 foot above base flood elevation. 

The city commission took the action at their 
meeting on Thursday, March 9.

Ordinance sections titled “Non-elevated acces-
sory structures” and “Amendments to the Florida 
Building Code, Residential” were amended.

The emergency ordinance noted that “Wakul-
la County and other surrounding communities 
enforce the standard 1 foot above the base flood 
elevation,” and that the ordinance should be ad-
opted as “it is immediately necessary to ensure 
compliance and consistency in the application of 
the National Flood Insurance Program.”

The emergency ordinance worked to ensure 
compliance and consistency in enforcement stan-
dards as the city evaluates pending construction 
and property improvement applications that may 
be impacted by the flood ordinance.

City attorney Ron Mowrey advised the city com-
mission that they must declare that an emergency 
exists, waive the advertising requirements and 
have a two-thirds majority vote in order to adopt 
the emergency ordinance. The city commission 
unanimously voted in favor of declaring that an 
emergency exists, waiving advertising require-
ments, and adopting the ordinance.

In other news, St. Marks Mayor Paul Sheddan 
proposed the idea of City Hall being closed on 
Mondays effective April 3 – creating a four-day 
workweek for city employees who work at city hall. 
He noted that City Hall employees have expressed 
that they are OK with the change.

Residents questioned how the proposed change 
would impact city hall hours of operation and pay 
scales for city employees. Sheddan noted that 
daily hours and employee pay scales would be 
adjusted accordingly. He said maintenance crew 
schedules would remain as is – the new sched-
ule would only apply to those who work directly 
at city hall like city manager Zoe Mansfield and 
administrative assistant Ethel Jefferson.

After a discussion between commissioners and 
residents, the city commission unanimously voted 
to adopt a four-day workweek for city hall staff 
starting April 3. 

Mowrey and Jefferson noted that the change 
will need to be advertised in advance of the ef-
fective date.
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Wa k u l l a  
Wo n d e r f u l

ecia  y ics return

rothers et i e or i in  a co

Local photographer Neil Hostnick was out 
shooting photographs this week and shared this 

dramatic picture of two bald eagles perched on 
the limbs of a dead cedar tree. (Neil Hostnick)

WA KU LLA  LIFE

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Two brothers were 
sentenced to life in pris-
on last month for the 
murder of a Decatur 
County, Ga., deputy 
sheriff – Capt. Justin 
Bedwell.

Brothers Brad and 
Troy Phillips, who are 
wel l-known to area 
law enforcement, were 
found guilty of the mur-
ders in a state court in 
Bainbridge, Ga., last 
month.

Brad Phillips, 43, 
was sentenced to life in 
prison plus 55 years, 
and Troy Phillips, 42, 
was sentenced to life in 
prison plus 30 years. 
Both were sentenced for 
the February 2021 mur-
der of Capt. Bedwell.

According to testimo-
ny at the trial, Bedwell 
was shot and killed 
while trying to make a 
traffic stop on the truck 
the two brothers were 
riding in.

Brad Phillips testi-
fied at his brother’s 
sentencing on Feb. 15 
that he was high on 
meth and steroids and 
didn’t want to go back 
to jail when deputies in 
Seminole County, Ga. 
tried to pull over the 
truck for speeding. He 
told his brother Troy to 
keep driving. 

He started shooting 
at officers as Troy drove 
the truck at speeds up 
to 90 mph. An attempt-
ed Precision Immo-
bilization Technique 
(PIT) was attempted by 
a deputy to stop the 

truck but the manuev-
er caused the deputy’s 
vehicle to lose a wheel. 
The brothers then went 
to a home in Decatur 
County to shoot a  per-
son there and shot up 
the home and forced 
their way inside.

Capt. Bedwell was re-
sponding to a call at the 
house when the broth-
ers shot and killed him. 
They then took his vest 
off of him, apparently 
in an effort to get more 
ammunition.

The  p rosecu t i on 

showed videos made 
by Troy Phillips a cou-
ple of days before the 
shooting rampage in 
which he threatened to 
kill police, claiming they 
had been following and 
antagonizing him for 
years.

A month before the 
murder of the deputy 
in Georgia, the broth-
ers picked up charges 
in Wakulla County for 
possession of a firearm 
by a convicted felon. 

A Wakulla deputy 
was investigating a call 
for a suspicious vehi-
cle parked on Mashes 
Sands Road for several 
hours. The deputy dis-
covered Troy and Brad 
Phillips in a truck with 
an 18-year-old Panacea 
girl. 

Troy Phillips’ driver 

license was cancelled 
because of five convic-
tions for driving with a 
suspended license and 
four DUIs. He was taken 
into custody for driving 
while license suspended 
or revoked. A search of 
the vehicle turned up 
ammunition and a le-
ver-action rifle. 

Both brothers, who 
are convicted felons, 
were charged with pos-
session of firearm by 
a convicted felon. The 
girl was not taken into 
custody.

In felony court on 
March 8 before Wakul-
la Circuit Judge Layne 
Smith,Chief Prosecu-
tor Jon Fuchs dropped 
the Wakulla charges 
against Troy Phillips, 
citing the life sentence 
he received in Georgia.
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David Whitaker, 8th grader at Wakulla Middle
Student of the Week

Principal: Simeon Nelson

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: 
David is an 8th grader at Wakulla Middle 
School. He is a fantastic student and athlete. 
David is an honor roll student and is taking high 
school credit courses at WMS. He is a teacher’s 
assistant and peer counselor. In addition to 
working hard in the classroom, David is a mem-
ber of the WMS football, basketball, and track 
teams. On the track team, David quali� ed for 
the state competition in the triple-jump both 
this season and last. A� er school, David plays 
basketball for USA Elite on their travel team. 
He also runs track for Tallahassee Zoom. David 
has a great attitude and works hard both in the 
classroom and on the � eld. He is a true example 
of Wildcat Pride!

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

The fl owers attract hummingbirds, butterfl ies and bees.

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Eastern Bluestar
By LYNN ARTZ and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Eastern bluestar (Amsonia tabernae-
montana) is a native perennial with lovely 
clusters of light-blue flowers in early spring. 
Its tubular flowers flare to a star-shape at 
the rim. The flowers attract long-tongued 
insects such as carpenter bees, butter-
flies, and hummingbird moths. They also 
attract hummingbirds. Deer and rabbits 
avoid this plant. Also called blue dogbane, 
it forms dense multi-stemmed clumps 1-3 
feet tall and wide. Eastern bluestar thrives 
in full sun to part shade in moist, loamy soil. 
Once established, it is drought tolerant. In 
autumn, the narrow, willow-shaped leaves 
turn golden. Eastern bluestar is an excellent 
addition to a butterfly nectar garden. In the 
wild, it grows in moist, open woods in the 
Panhandle and Big Bend. Eastern bluestar 
is blooming now in the wildflower meadow 
at the south end of Sopchoppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

NEW LICENCE PLATE 
COMING SOON. 

This new license plate fea-
tures the slogan “Don’t Tread 
On Me” accompanied by a black coiled rattlesnake over 
a yellow bac ground. unds from t e plate will bene it 
the Florida Veterans Foundation. 
Currently this plate is not in stock as we are awaiting 

arrival of the plates from the state. If you would like to 
pre order then please complete the 0 dollar purchase 
and you will be placed on the waiting list.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

Give ME a CALL!
Let ME Help YOU Find a Place to Call HOME!

Serving Tallahassee, Crawfordville, 
Havana, Quincy, Monticello, 
Wacissa and surrounding counties!

Tiff any Hartsfi eld
850-566-6656
“Your Big Bend 

Realtor”

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

Sopchoppy Worm Gruntin’ Festival
Kicks Off with the 

W I G G L E   W O R M   F U N   R U N
Saturday, April 8

RunSignup.com
Click on “Find a Race” button – upper right

Type in  “Sopchoppy”  in Search field

� e Worms are Wi� ling

Sandra Steward MA 58344

850-745-6422
info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237
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PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN

County commissioner Quincee Messersmith serves up birthday cake in the shape of 
“180” – as in 180 years old.

Some of the organizers of Wakulla Wonderful along with 4-H’ers and three of this year’s 
Miss Wakulla winners.

Hot Tamale perform with some audience participation.

Wakulla County sta�ers Kinsey Miller and Elizabeth 
Hughes talk with 4-H members.

Shirley Howard and Amy Drexler of End of the Rainbow 
Events get their picture taken with a ‘unicorn.’ 

A view from the steps of the old Courthouse.

Sheri� Jared Miller speaks with several young 
people at the festival.

Retired Clerk of Courts Brent �urmond gave 
historic tours of the old wooden Courthouse.

Some Wakulla 4-H members at the county commission meeting on 
Monday, March 6, when the board voted to approve a resolution declar-

ing it Wakulla Wonderful Week in Wakulla County. 

Festival attendees visiting food trucks parked along High 
Drive at the courthouse.

WILLIAM SNOWDEN

LYNDA KINSEY

PU B LIC NO TICE S:  
F o r o u r readers’  co n v en ien ce,  The W ak u lla S u n  

pro v ides this P u blic N o tice S ectio n  f o r all P u blic 
N o tices n o t pu blished in  the L eg al N o tice sectio n  

o f  the n ew spaper.

Wakulla Wonderful celebrates founding of 
Wakulla County on March 11, 1843

BID # 2 2 / 2 3 -0 3
REQ U EST FOR Q U ALIFICATIONS 

FOR ARCHITECTU RAL/ ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR W AK U LLA HIGH SCHOOL 

ADDITIONS,  REMODELING &  RENOVATIONS 
CRAW FORDVILLE,  FLORIDA

March 9, 16, 23, 2023

I.   INTRODU CTION
 The Wakulla County S ch ool Board is req uesting  w ritten 

qualifications from qualified architectural firms to provide 
rofessional ervices for the esign hase for Wakulla 
igh chool Additions, emodeling and enovations.

. t is the chool Board’s intention to employ the irm to 
provide overall ro ect esign, Cost Benefit tudies 
if needed, nformation Management, cope of Work, 
echnical and Construction Administration ervices 

during the Construction.

. Q U ALIFICATION INSTRU CTIONS AND GENERAL 
INFORMATION

 ualification ubmissions:  ubmit four  copies of a 
written proposal n o  l a t e r  t h a n  1 0 : 0 0  A. M.   Ap r i l  7 ,  2 0 2 3  t o :   

 W a k u l l a  Co u n t y  Sc h o o l  Bo a r d
 6 9  Ar r a n  Ro a d
 Cr a w f o r d v i l l e ,  Fl o r i d a  3 2 3 2 7

ualifications must be responsive to the requirements and 
questions of the equest for ualifications.

eservations: he Wakulla County chool Board reserves 
the right to re ect any and all proposals, to negotiate changes 
in the new scope of work or services to be provided, and to 
otherwise waive any technicalities or informalities.
Method of election:  ualifications will be reviewed by 
the Wakulla County chool Board which will recommend 
a ranking of firms to the Wakulla County chool Board.  

resentations may or may not be required.  pon acceptance 
of the recommendation, negotiations will be entered.

lease respond by including but not limiting your response 
to the following:
1. Company name and length of time in business.
2. Company location.
3. Availability of time to start and complete pro ect.

. nsurance carrier and applicable coverage errors and 
omissions .

5. ualifications of staff to be utili ed on this pro ect with 
names, resumes, length of time with firm and previous 
clients served.  E perience must be with the submitting 
firm.

6. ist pecial acilities Construction Account CA  
pro ects within the last ten 10  years with chool Board 
contact person and phone numbers.

revious e perience with Wakulla County chool Board
E perience working on an occupied high school campus.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.   equest for information shall 
be in writing  refer all written request to Mike Barwick, at 
Michael.Barwick wcsb.us
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

The Wakulla Sun is published weekly at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327
or ad rti s ng l as  call ynda at 850- 6 -801
or d tor al l as  call ll am at 850- 6 -80

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/@TheWakullaSun
TWITTER: www.twitter.com/@TheWakullaSun Jessi Smith

DISTRIBUTON

u scr ti ons to e akulla un 
In Count   $ 5 r   $20  o  ut o  Count   $50 r   $ 0  o  

ut o  tate  $ 0 r   $ 5  o

Editor/Publisher: 
William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT: 
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Circulation: 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

LETTER S FR OM  R EAD ER S

Editor, The Sun:

We all cringed reading or learning 
about the Biden’s administration in-
ability to deal with a ChiCom balloon. 
An OB-GYN clinic had more “stones” 
than the clowns on Philadelphia Ave.

Well, we have that here in Wakulla 
County. The strife of the airstrip issues 
is not abating. The strife is like an af-
fliction, the longer it festers, the more 
difficult the remedy. The County’s 
BOCC exhibits great appetite to kick 
the can down the road. In fact, at the 
next election cycle, each one of them 
should run on the motto “we kick cans 
down the road”

It is a wonderment that the coun-
ty can move at exhilarating speed on 
some issues yet demonstrate grave 
pondering and musings for other is-
sues. Any governmental body should 
exert leadership and provide results 
for the betterment of the community. 
Kicking the can down the road is sim-
pler, but it is not the right thing to do. 
We, the citizenry deserve better and we 
should demand better leadership and 
performance.

All one has to do is ponder why the 
County is “reluctant or unable” to dis-
miss a volunteer. Really? The BOCC is 
intimidated by a volunteer? The “Pan-
acea Int’l Airport” issue can be easily 
settled if the BOCC, (A) terminate the 
volunteer or manager position and, 
(B) enforce the 6,000LB aircraft rule. 
These are simple, low-cost actions 
which would eliminate ill-will and sat-
isfy all parties. The military doesn’t 
need to land at the airstrip because 
they can train “remoteness” at Moody 
AFB, Eglin AFB, Avon Park or Camp 
Blanding. The residents of Tarpines 
HOA can utilize the airstrip because, if 
I’m not mistaken, none of their private 

toys are twin-engines aircraft which 
would not exceed the 6,000 pound 
limit in an egregious fashion. Surfies 
(residents of Surf Road) do not desire 
to have conflict. But I don’t want to 
subsidize their toys or be buzzed by an 
Osprey or Blackhawk. 

Wakulla BOCC needs to do two 
things to satisfy all parties:

• A e t e A  y te   
FAA directories of the limit of 6,000 
pounds and no military aircraft per-
mitted unless an emergency declared 
by the Governor or President.

• te t e o u teer po t o  
Let the airstrip be self-managed by the 
HOA in accordance with the rules of 
the Trust and Wakulla County ordi-
nances.

If the HOA does not desire to abide 
by the County’s terms, then the Coun-
ty should walk away and allow the 
acreage to be utilized for other pur-
poses. Am certain the tax base would 
be improved by having anything other 
than an airstrip.

The aforementioned steps would 
be far more economical and would 
produce the results we all are seek-
ing. Its time the BOCC did their job. 
Emulating the Biden administration’s 
performance with a balloon is NOT 
leadership nor candidacy for Profiles 
in Courage.

Otherwise, let’s brief the Sierra 
Club, let them get involved (they love 
this type of stuff) and things can get re-
ally complicated. At the end of the day, 
there is not ever going to be a Panacea 
International Airport! The BOCC are 
legally obligated to abide by the Trust.

Either way, its time to settle this is-
sue.

Robert Franco
Surf Road 

Editor, The Sun:

Circuit Court – Appeals Court – 
Florida Supreme Court – DUE PRO-
CESS DENIED IN ALL THREE.

Art 4, Sec 9 Florida Constitution 
states:

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vattion Commissison: 

“The commission shall exercise 
the regulatory and executive powers 
of the state with respect to wild an-
imal life and freshwater aquatic life 
and shall also exercise regulatory and 
executive powers of the state with re-
spect to marine life.”   “The commis-
sion shall establish procedures to 
ensure ADEQUATE DUE PROCESS 
in the exercise of its regulatory and 
executive functions.”

Current FLA administrative code 
68-1.008 states:

Due process procedures as to rules 
promulgated under the F.W.C.’s con-
stitutional authority, there are ade-
quate judicial remedies to adjudicate 
such rules and provide due process of 
law.

The Florida legislators and the gov-
ernor made a huge mistake in 1999, 
and we have paid a tremendous price 
for 24 years. NO DUE PROCESS!

November 1998 – Florida voters 
created the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission.

July 1999 – Legislature Chapter 
99-245 “An act relating to the Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion”.  They added one entry in FS 
370.025 (4). “Pursuant to S9, Art IV 
of the State Constitution, the com-
mission has full constitutional rule 
making authority.”   

July 1999 – Article 12 Sec 23 – “ 
The Jurisdiction of the marine fish-
eries commission (MFC) transferred 
to the commission.  Shall not be ex-
panded except as provided by general 
law.    Note—When 370.025 (4) was 
authorized, Art12 Sec23 was not in 
effect.  The legislature did not have 
the authority to expand the F.W.C.’s 
authority!  

2005- HJR1581 House Joint Reso-
lution the Legislature had discovered 
overreach in 370.025 (4) and began 
attempting to correct their mistake 
by placing them back on the ballot – 
“elimination of constitutional author-
ity of Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, regulation pursuant to 
law”. HJR1581 did not receive enough 
support and failed.

2005 – FWC/FWRI/Fishermen 
conducted a joint scientific fishing 
net study and found that the two-inch 
mesh rule had a 98% bycatch rate 
(waste), to 2% marketable fish.  The 

F.W.C. claimed that the environment 
can overcome the 98% bycatch!

Since 2005, the FWC have refused 
to change the rule that their own 
tests proved is unnecessarily killing 
and wasting 98% of net caught fish!... 
All under an amendment whose “sole 
purpose,” aka “Single Subject,” was 
to prevent exactly what the FWC rule 
continues to cause. -

2006 – A case filed in Leon Coun-
ty before Circuit Court Judge Janet 
Farris found the FWC’s constitutional 
authority prevents the courts, Leg-
islation, Governor and citizens from 
questioning their wisdom, which 
means NO DUE PROCESS! 

January 2007 – The 1st D.C.A. 
upheld Judge Farris’ order.  1st DCA 
Chief Judge Edwin Browning Jr. dis-
sented, saying this was a denial of 
due process and went further stating 
that, “This court is preparing a fertile 
field for the growth of imperious agen-
cies, with all the mischief it entails.”

July 2007 – CSHB 7173 The Flori-
da Legislation removed the wronfully 
worded FS 370.025(4) and required 
the FWC to publish its due process 
procedures verbatim rather than by 
reference.  In addition to recognizing 
the lack of due process in the passed 
bill, the legislature added several sug-
gestions how the FWC could go about 
creating it. The Legsilature’s advice 
was completely ignored, as well as the 
Legislative mandate to publish their 
CONSTITUTIONAL DUE PROCESS 
VERBATIAM!

2007 the FWC marine statutes 
were under MFC statutes chapter 
370.

2008 – the FWC statutes were 
published in chapter FS 379.   FS 
379.2401 replaced FS 370.025, this 
time without the “full constitution-
al rulemaking authority” that was 
wrongfully given in 1999. 

The ballot summary or Constitu-
tion Revision Commission minutes 
did not tell the voters that an impe-
rious commission was being creat-
ed. If this is the case, the voters were 
tricked and lied to.

We charge that in 1999, the Gover-
nor and legislature made a mistake in 
creating FS 370.025(4), causing citi-
zens to lose their due process.

We will be at the Capitol on Wednes-
day, March 22, asking the Governor 
and Legislature help us regain consti-
tutional due process.

Please join us at the Capitol on 
March 22.

Ronald F. Crum
Fishing for Freedom Inc.

P.O. Box 91, Panacea FL 32346                                     

Time to resolve airport issueCapitol protest set over due process

Calendar of upcoming events for the week of March 16
On the Horizon

� ursday, March 16

• Because of spring break closure of TCC 
Wakulla, the Rotary Club of Wakulla County 
meets this week at the old Courthouse at 8:30 
a.m.
• Th e UF/IFAS Extension Wakulla County 
Master Gardeners 2023 Spring Seed Library 
Kick Off  will be held from 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Wakulla County Library. Free seeds will be 
provided and Master Gardeners will be avail-
able to answer questions. For more informa-
tion, contact Khadejah Scott at 850-926-3931 
or khadejahscott@ufl .edu.
• Th e Wakulla County Cancer Support Group 
will meet in the Education Center of the Craw-
fordville United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. 
Th is group meeting is for men and women, 
regardless of the type of cancer. Spouses, 
caregivers, and friends are welcome. For more 
information, call 850-926-6050.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held 
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville, 
every Th ursday. Th ere will be concessions and 
raffl  es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga 
with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages 
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, March 17

• St. Patrick’s Day. Wear green.
• A St. Marks Beautifi cation Work Day will be 
scheduled for 9:30 a.m. at St. Marks City  Hall. 
Bottled water will be provided; bring your own 
shovel and work gloves. In case of rain, the 
planting day will be held on March 24. Contact 
Ethel Jeff erson at 850-925-6224 or cityofst.
marks@comcast.net for more information.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8 
p.m. every Friday at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonees St.

Saturday, March 18

• Th e St. Patrick’s Day parade and celebration 
will be held in Azalea Park. Th e parade begins 
at 10 a.m.
• Wakulla County Horseman’s Association 
show will be held at 1757 Lawhon Mill Road. 
All shows start at 11 a.m. and the Jackpot starts 
at 12 noon. Entry Fees are $25 for Jackpot; 
exhibitions are $3; club classes are $6 for mem-
bers and $8 for nonmembers. Membership is 
$25 for single and $40 for family.
• Healthy Dreamers of Wakulla meeting, Th e 
Green Connection, will be held at 3 p.m. at 
Palaver Tree Th eater.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are 

welcome; please wear comfortable clothing. 
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 
850-228-9214.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, March 20

• SPRING BREAK FOR STUDENTS IN 
WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOLS.
• Th e Wakulla County Board of County Com-
missioners will meet at 5 p.m. in the Commis-
sion Chambers.
• Th e American Legion Post 114 will be meet-
ing at the Wakulla County Public Library at 
6:30 p.m.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are 
welcome; please wear comfortable clothing. 
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 
850-228-9214.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program will be avail-
able for anyone with memory impairment at 
no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen 
Baptist Church.
• Hatha yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative Yoga 
at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are $12, packages 
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Tuesday, March 21

• Th e Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida Native 
Plant Society will hold their monthly meeting 
at the Wakulla County Public Library at 6:30 
p.m. A program on the Ecology of Northern 
Florida Forests will be presented by Chuck 
Hess. Meetings are free and open to the public.
• Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held every 
week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Yin Yoga at 10:30 a.m. and Flow Yoga at 
6 p.m with Nellie. Classes are $12, packages 
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, March 22

• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are 
welcome; please wear comfortable clothing. 
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 
850-228-9214.
• A Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the Wakulla Senior Center.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

“Seeing Florida Heritage through 
Archaeology” will be presented by not-
ed anthropologist, Dr. Uzi Baram on 
Thursday, March 16 at 7 p.m. 

The program is hosted by Friends 
of Wakulla Springs State Park with 
funding for this program provided by 
Florida Humanities and sponsored in 
part by the State of Florida, Florida 

Department of State, Division of Arts 
and Culture, and the Florida Council 
on Arts and Culture. 

Register online at the Friends web-
site, WakullaSprings.org to receive 
Zoom program link to attend this and 
other upcoming free programs in the 
virtual series.

Program on archaeology at Wakulla Springs
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ R ICK  SCO TT
ST. MA R K S PO  WD E R

“ A ll of the Tarz an 
mov ies. H e liv ed 

b ehind a c hurc h I 
attended in Titusv ille, 

We c ould hear him 
doing  his c all.”

G R E G  J A ME S
CLE R K  O F CO U R T

“ Creature From 
The B lac k 

Lag oon, that 
would b e my 

fav orite.”

Polled at Wakulla County’ s 1 8 0 th B irthday Party:

J A R E D  MILLE R
SH E R IFF

“T arz an.  I gr ew 
up  jump ing of f of 
the third tower, 
doing  ips like I 

was Tarz an.”

“I  enjoyed The 
Creature From 

The B lac k 
Lagoon .”

D O NA LD  G R E G G
R E TIR E D  TE A CH E R /CO A CH

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

LE IG H  A NNE  B A TT
B A R INE A U  H E A TING  &  A IR

“T he Tarz an 
movi es.”

What’s your favorite movie that was made in Wakulla County?

Katrina Cromwell is certi� ed internal auditor

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

Special to The Sun

Wakulla County Clerk of Court and 
Comptroller Greg James announced 
that Katrina Cromwell, CPA, CIA, the 
Internal Audit Director for the Comp-
troller has become a Certified Internal 
Auditor (CIA).

The Internal Audit Department for 
the Comptroller was officially formed 
in March 2022 by James. Cromwell 
was originally hired at the Comptrol-
ler’s office in July 2018 and became 
an important part of the Account-
ing & Finance Department. Crom-
well brought with her a vast set of 
knowledge, skills and abilities since 
she worked as an external auditor 
with two audit firms. Cromwell was 
licensed as a Certified Public Accoun-

tant in February 2018 
and is only the third 
CPA to work for the 
Comptroller’s office. 

After only a few years 
in the Accounting & 
Finance Department, 
Cromwell was hired as 
the new Internal Audit 
Director in March 2022.

Just one year lat-
er in February 2023, 
Cromwell passed the 
CIA exam and becomes 
the first CIA employed by the Comp-
troller’s office. Her office is guided 
by the professional standards of the 
Institute of Internal Auditor’s (IIA) 
International Professional Practices 
Framework, commonly referred to 

as the “Red Book” as 
well as the professional 
standards of the Unit-
ed States Government 
Accountability Office’s 
(GAO) Government Au-
diting Standards, com-
monly referred to as the 
“Yellow Book.”

“Katrina understands 
the importance of for-
mal certifications and 
the impact it can have 
on one’s view or percep-

tion of the professionalism and work 
output of the Internal Audit Depart-
ment,” said James. “Normally, the 
CIA exam is a series of three exams 
that is taken over a period of time due 
to the difficult nature of each one. 

Since Katrina was already a CPA, the 
Institute for Internal Auditors permit-
ted Katrina to take the ‘CIA Challenge 
Exam’ that encompasses all of the ex-
ams at once which is a very difficult 
challenge. The exam that Katrina took 
only has a 40% pass rate so Katrina’s 
passing grade on the first attempt is 
very impressive but I never doubted 
that she would pass!”

Cromwell is already showing the 
value of the Internal Audit Depart-
ment, has completed two reports and 
is in the process of audit work on 
several others. Visit https://wakul-
laclerk.org/internal-audit/ to learn 
more about this Internal Audit De-
partment, our Fraud Hotline, and the 
reports of the Internal Audit Depart-
ment.

By VERNA BROCK

Ed and I had such a good time at 
Wakulla Wonderful this past Satur-
day! We saw so many good friends, 
old friends, and even made some 
new friends. I especially enjoyed the 
historical displays, at the Historical 
Society’s Museum at the Old Jail, 
at the Wakulla County Courthouse, 
and at the Old Courthouse (now the 
Chamber of Commerce’s headquar-
ters).

While there, I learned that Janie 
Thurmond’s many-times great 
grandfather, Rev. Enoch Giles ,was 
a circuit-riding Methodist minister 
who preached at both the Methodist 
Church in Medart and at the Wakul-
la Station Methodist Church. I sus-
pect he was also a preacher at all 
the other Methodist churches in the 
circuit which included Sopchoppy, 

St, Marks, Woodville, and probably 
several more. It is a small world in-
deed.

The old wooden courthouse is the 
last of its kind in the state of Flori-
da, and that makes it of great signif-
icance. If you get the chance, be sure 
to visit this treasure, and check out 
the special display celebrating the 
history of Wakulla County’s schools. 
I guarantee you will learn something 
new about your community.

I had the privilege of being the 
very first librarian to work in that 
great old building in its iteration as 
the Wakulla County Public Library. 
Together with Bobby Stephens and 
Ervin Jackson, and County Com-
missioner John Pigott, I worked to 
bring our library into the State Li-
brary System.  To begin with, the li-
brary had been a branch of the Leon 
County Library (along with Jefferson 

County!), and was housed in a small 
storefront on Crawfordville Hwy., di-
rectly across from the “new” Court-
house.

The Board of County Commis-
sioners balked at giving Leon Coun-
ty funds to run their library (imagine 
that!), and decided to end that ar-
rangement and move the collection 
to the old courthouse. Bobby and 
Ervin were hired to provide services, 
under the guidance of a young media 
specialist from Shadeville Elemen-
tary School. How fortuitous for me, 
with a freshly-minted MS in Library 
Science, to move to Wakulla Station 
looking for a job! I went inquiring, 
one thing led to another, and I even-
tually wrote the state library grant 
that got me hired. 

This coming Saturday, March 
18th, is the 10th Annual Woodville 
Founders Day Festival. It is free and 
open to the public, from 9 a.m.  to 4 
p.m. at the J. Lewis Hall Recreation 
Park. This is an important fundrais-

er for the Woodville Volunteer Fire 
Department, and there will be more 
than 40 vendors, and food trucks, 
as well as a celebration of the his-
tory of Woodville and North Florida.

Come see the half scale model of 
the Confederate submersible, The 
Hunley, Native American drummers 
and dancers, a beautiful Galicenos 
heritage breed horse, Confederate 
and Union reenactors (Finley’s Bri-
gade and the Colored Troops), per-
formances by Theater With A Mis-
sion and Ernest and Sarah Toole, 
and so much more! Be sure to come 
out and enjoy this day of family fun.

Please continue to keep the family 
of Allen Hobbs in your prayers, as 
well as Faye Sweeney, the family of 
Hugh Taylor, the Carter family, Se-
bastian Mosley, the family of Emer-
syn Mae Sloane-Peacock, Louis Her-
nandez, and the Kendrick family.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

It’s been a little over three years 
since the pandemic began – it 
changed a lot of things in our lives, 
in our homes, schools, on our jobs, 
in the chuch, our community. The 
list goes on.

How did it affect your life? 
Many people lost their family mem-

bers, loved ones and friends during 
Covid. 

Church doors closed, and many 
churches were having fellowship ser-
vice on the telephone and Zoom. 

The home became the work place. 
Family members spent more time to-
gether. And more prayers were prayed.

We cannot forget about Covid. It 
caused many deaths. Most everyone 
has known someone who died from 
Covid. Some of the doctors said Covid 
could be spread before a person is 
symptomatic. 

With mandates lifted, I feel wearing 
masks is a personal decision. Getting 
a booster may not keep you from con-
tracting Covid, but it can help prevent 
severe illness. 

It’s also important to get an annual 
flu vaccination. 

Keep washing your hands, drinking 
lots of water, and all the things that 
keep one healthy.

During the 40 weekdays from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter, Lent is observed 
by many Christians as a time of fasting 
and praying – humble in sharing the 

love of Christ with others, putting Him 
first. 

Matthew 23:12, “For those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled and those 
who humble themselves will be exalt-
ed.”

Rely more on God through your 
prayer and fasting.

Our prayers and concern goes out to 
all the sick and shut-in, those in hospi-
tals, nursing homes, prison, the home-
less – all in need of prayer everywhere.

Keep the family of George Crump in 
your prayers. Let us love one another. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Special Olympics returns
From Front Page

be brave in the attempt,” epitomizes 
the goal of every Special Olympics 
athlete. There were various track 
and field events and Bocce, a favorite 
of many of the athletes. Next year, 
cornhole will be added as another 
competition event.

This year the background support 
for the event changed. Although 
Sharon Scherbarth is still at the 
forefront in organizing the county 
games, she now has the support 
from Lindsay Jones, Manager of the 
Special Olympics Florida Develop-
mental Sports Programs, in the Pan-
handle area. At the elementary level, 

students and their Unified Partners 
are a part of the Little ELITES, an 
entry-level sports program.  The goal 
of Little ELITES is to introduce young 
children to a variety of sports and to 
keep them and their families engaged 
in the Special Olympics Florida sup-
port network for life.  The secondary 
group is called the Rising Stars. With 
the help of the new program, these 
teams are provided with equipment 
for training, an optional curriculum, 

t-shirts and ribbons for events like 
the county games, all at no charge. 

Special thanks go out to Sodexo, 
who provided lunch to all athletes, 
district staff who helped with the 
running of the event, volunteers who 
worked tirelessly in the heat, and 
all who attended and supported the 
athletes.

Katrina Cromwell
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BIRDING AT THE REFUGE

Slow start to spring migration
By DON MORROW

I was on the outer 
levee at St. Marks Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge 
when I saw a North-
ern Flicker sitting on 
the bare remains of 
an old cedar tree that 
stuck up out of the 
salt marsh. It was an 
odd place to find an 
ant-eating woodpeck-
er. As I watched, it 
took off and flew West. 
It will likely move up 
some coastal river val-
ley and work its way 
North, another mi-
grant heading home.

Spring Migration 
starts s lowly,  but 
360,000 birds have al-
ready migrated across 
the refuge this month. 

Most kept going, but 
a few stopped to rest 
and some were sum-
mer residents coming 
back. 

Come April, migra-
tion will be a sizzling 
affair with a half mil-
lion birds moving on 

nights with favorable 
winds. By the time 
migration is over in 
June, almost 10 mil-
lion birds will have 
crossed the refuge. 

Spring migration in 
early March can be 
a subtle affair. It is 
mostly birds sneak-
ing out or sneaking 
through with only a 
few new visible arriv-
als. 

Winter birds are 
mostly nocturnal mi-
grants and leave in the 
night with no fanfare. 
It’s easy to see that 
the ducks are gone. It 
can be harder to notice 
that you’re not seeing 
Orange-crowned War-
blers anymore.

Then, there are the 
bird species that are 
resident at the ref-
uge, but that also mi-
grate through, many 
of which are March 
migrants. Separating 
them from the locals 
can be a problem. 

The Common Yel-

lowthroats and Os-
p r e y s  t h a t  p a s s 
through the refuge in 
March look just like 
our resident birds. If 
you see more on some 
days, it is only a guess 
whether they’re mi-
grants or just a conse-
quence of birding luck.

Behavior sometimes 
helps you see which 
birds are migrants. 

Migrant Anhingas 
stopping to feed in a 
wetland are indistin-
guishable from the ref-
uge’s local Anhingas. 

A flock of Anhingas 
circling overhead are 
migrants using the 
rising air of a ther-
mal to gain altitude. 
They will effortlessly 
glide downwind, slow-
ly losing altitude and, 
then, look for another 
thermal and repeat the 
process. It is a slow 
but efficient way to mi-
grate that is employed 
by raptors, vultures 
and storks.

As March progress-

es, migration will be-
come more apparent 
as most of our sum-
mer birds return. 

We will soon be see-
ing Prothonotary War-
blers, Red-eyed Vireos 
and Acadian Flycatch-
ers. 

They fo l low leaf 
out, which tracks the 
availability of new-
ly-emerged insects. 

By April, migration 
will become obvious as 
the major rush occurs 
and Scarlet Tanagers, 
Balt imore Orioles, 
Blackpoll Warblers 
and Cape May War-
blers come through.

Spring migration 
at St. Marks National 
Wildlife Refuge will 
occur, with or without 
you, but come down 
anyway and bear wit-
ness to an annually 
recurring miracle.

Don Morrow can be 
contacted at donaldc-
morrow@gmail.com.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

A friend at the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
range is confused.

“A guy told me I need 
more clips for my Sig 
Sauer P238 380,” she 
said. “Why do I need 
clips? Don’t I need mag-
azines?”

“Yes,” I reply. “You do 
need magazines for your 
Sig. Some people have 
used the word ‘clip’ as 
interchangeable with a 
‘magazine.’ They are not 
the same thing.”

AMMOTOGO says: 
“The magazine holds the 
cartridges, stores them, 
and feeds them into the 
chamber of the firearm. 
A clip is simply a stor-
age device you use to 
load ammunition into the 
magazine of a firearm.”

Basically, then, those 
of us using semi-auto-
matic handguns will be 
using magazines. And 
therefore, her Sig P238 
uses magazines. 

“OK, tell me something 
else,” she asks. “A guy 
corrected me when I said 
I wanted a box of bullets. 
He said I want rounds 
or cartridges. Which do 
I want?”

When you look at your 
piece of ammunition, you 
see something that has 
a casing, and has some 
sort of a “nose.” These 
two parts form a round 
or cartridge. The nose 
part is the projectile, or 
the bullet that flies out 
of the gun towards your 
target. The metal casing 
will fly out of your ejec-
tion port to the ground. 
Therefore, the bullet is a 
part of a round and the 
casing is the other part. 
You do want to pick up 

rounds or cartridges for 
your gun.

“I will remember to ask 
for a box of rounds and 
I’ll buy an extra maga-
zine, not a clip, for my 
Sig.

“But I still have ques-
tions. I need 9mm bull 
– no, I mean rounds – 
for my new 9mm Glock. 
Which 9mm rounds? The 
shelves at the gun store 
have 9s, but they say: 
9x17, 9x18, and 9x19 
rounds. They also have 
words like Luger, Para-
bellum and NATO. This is 
confusing. What does my 
9mm Glock want?”

“The 9x17 is  a lso 
known as the .380 ACP. 
It’s also called a 9mm 
Short, Kurz or Corto. The 
diameter of the casing is 
almost but not exactly 
the same as the 9mm 
round and the casing is 
shorter. Diameter is im-
portant because rounds 
won’t feed properly into 
the gun. It’s confusing, 
but use the .380 in your 
Sig P238. 

“The 9x18 is a Sovi-
et-designed round used 
primarily in a gun called 
the Makarov. You can-
not use it in your Glock 
because although the 
diameter of the casing 
is almost the same, it is 
1/10th of a millimeter 
fatter, and the casing’s 
length is again different. 
It is not compatible with 
loading and feeding your 
round. “

Most 9mm handguns 
sold here in the U.S. use 
9x19 rounds. They also 
go by the name Luger 
and Parabellum. A “hot-
ter” round is the NATO 
round. Your gun must be 
able to handle this more 
powerful military round, 
or the higher pressure 
could damage your gun. 

“This means you want 
9mm Luger or Parabel-
lum for your Glock.”

“OK. Now I want to 
know about  naming 
different guns. Why do 
they call some like a .22, 
others like a 9mm and 
others like a .40-caliber 
gun? Why don’t they all 
say either millimeter or 
caliber?”

“Yes, that is confusing. 

9mm handguns stem 
from guns first made in 
Europe. Europe uses 
the metric system: hence 
9mm. Somehow, that 
didn’t change when the 
guns came here. 

If you see a .45-cali-
ber handgun, it was first 
made in America. The .45 
is .45 inches diameter of 
the bullet. Remember, 
the bullet is the projec-
tile, not the entire round 
and not the casing.”

“It’s a good thing a 
.22 is a .22,” she says. 
“Then you only have to 
purchase .22 rounds.”

“What if your gun is a 
.22 Magnum?” I ask.

“What’s a .22 Mag-
num?” she wonders.

“It’s a round with a 
longer casing and it’s 
more powerful than your 
.22.”

“Geez. One more thing 
to know.” She looks a 
bit disgusted. “And why 

don’t they name calibers 
like 9, 10, 11, 12 and 
13?”

“That sure would seem 
easier. However, like we 
said before, some of the 
guns were manufactured 
in different countries 
and they use the metric 
system. Just because the 
guns have come to Amer-
ica or they are now being 
made here, the original 
appellation still stands.”

“Oh. I’ve heard of the 
.22 and the .25. Is a 
.25-cal iber handgun 
stronger and better than 
a .22?”

I debate in my mind.
“Yes, a .25 will have a 

little more powder and be 
a bit more powerful.”

“Then why do so many 
of my friends have .22s?”

“.22s are fine learner 
guns. They have much 
less recoil or ‘kick’ than 
others. If you’re not wor-
ried about recoil, you’ll 
spend your energies on 

learning your grip, how to 
aim, and how to squeeze 
and not yank the trigger. 

“A .25 also has a light 
recoil ,  but have you 
looked at the price of .25 
ammunition? It’s a lot 
higher than the .22 am-
munition. Some guns of 
different calibers are not 
sold a lot here. Because 
ammunition is made in 
large quantities, manu-
facturers can price the 
most-used ammunition 
at lower cost. You prob-
ably don’t want to buy 
a gun that is of an odd 
caliber. You’ll pay more 
for ammo and you might 
not even be able to find 
ammo for it very readily.”

“So what semi-auto-
matic handguns sell the 
most often in America?”

“Most people buy .22s, 
.380s, 9s, .38s, 10s, .40s 
and .45s.”

“Which are best for 
newbies?”

“Newbies find .22s, 
.380s, and 9s the easiest 
to handle.” 

“My boyfriend says I 
should get a .45 because 
it has more ‘take-down’ 
power,” she says.

“Yes, he’s right,” I 
agree. “However, since 
you are carrying your 
gun in your purse, and 
.45-caliber rounds are 
large and require more 
space, would you really 
want to carry the gun 
in your purse? Also, the 
.45 has a much much 
stronger recoil than ei-
ther your .380 or your 
9mm. Have you tried out 
anyone’s .45?”

“Yes. I tried a Spring-
field .45. It was kinda 
small but… wow! What a 
kick! My boyfriend likes 
it a lot.”

“Would you practice 
with it at the range? 
Would  you be  hap-
py shooting it over and 
over?”

“Heck, no!”
“ W e l l ,  s i n c e  y o u 

wouldn’t practice with 
it, would you be able to 
hit Mr. Bad if he were 
to come at one of your 
children?”

“Noooo.”
“Then do you need a 

.45?”
“Hmm. No.”
“I did try my girl-

friend’s .38,” she offers. 
“It had a snub nose and 
fit in her purse but what 
an awful kick! Sally’s 
boyfriend put in some-
thing called ‘Wadcutters,’ 
which made the recoil 
easier, but I still don’t 
like the amount of kick.”

“If you ever would like 
a higher-caliber gun, 
then try one out. If you 
feel you can practice with 
it and can afford another 
gun, then go for it!”

“Can you handle your 
Sig .380 and your Glock?”

“Sure. I like going to 
the WCSO range and 
shooting paper targets.”

“Then you do have the 
best gun for you,” I reas-
sure her. 

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

Part 4: Confusing terms for semi-automatics

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR

AAAIRIRIRIRLLLINEINEINE

BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION
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This past weekend, 
there was a news story 
about a kayaker rescued 
in Mobile Bay. They had 
gone out and overturned 
in rough seas. Not wear-
ing a lifejacket, they only 
had a cooler and cell 
phone to call for help. 

Thankfully, the dis-
patcher who answered 
the 911 call was able to 
use the county technolo-
gy to get a rough location 
and the kayaker was able 
to describe visually what 
they could see. After the 
volunteer fire chief and 
Coast Guard arrived on 
scene, they were able to 
work with the dispatch to 
locate the boater. 

The chief relayed that 
at one point, they were 
within 50 yards of the 
kayaker, and could not 
see them due to water 
conditions. By that time, 
the cooler had sank and 
the individual was tread-
ing water. This story had 

a great outcome, the kay-
aker was unharmed.

It serves as an import-
ant reminder on the im-
portance of wearing a life 
jacket, practicing self-res-
cue if you capsize, kayak-
ing with others, watching 
the weather and filing 
a float plan. Consider 
taking a water resistant 
hand-held VHF radio. It is 
good practice to also have 
a vessel identification 
sticker, available from the 
USCG Auxiliary, on your 

kayaks. This will help 
if your kayak is found 
without you. Authorities 
can contact you to deter-
mine if it is an emergency 
situation. If so, a float 
plan will help narrow the 
search. 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 

or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net, follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com. 

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

F or tides at the follow ing  p oints add to 
D og  I sland L isting s:

 H ig h Tide L ow  Tide
Carrab elle 2 8  M in.  2 5  M in.
A p alac hic ola 1  H r. ,  5 3  M in.  2  H rs. ,  3 8  M in.
Cat P oint 1  H r. ,  1 3  M in.  2  H rs. ,  3 1  M in.
L ow er A nc horag e 1  H r. ,  3 6  M in.  2  H rs. ,  3  M in.
West P ass 1  H r. ,  2 6  M in.  2  H rs. ,  3 9  M in.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Diving on the USS Accokeek

Hello Wakulla,
Last article I gave you a little history on one of 

the many wrecks that are around Panama City 
Beach, so I want to carry on with this article with 
some more history on another one of my favorite 
wrecks to dive on. 

The USS Accokeek, from here on in this article 
I will refer to it as the big A. I’m getting this infor-
mation from the article in the Florida Panhandle 
Dive Trail. The big A is 143 feet long and 33 feet 
wide across the beam. It sits in 100 feet of water 
approximately 12-14 miles off of PCB. 

The wheelhouse top is approximately 57 feet 
down, the bow is 77 feet, the secondary deck is 
81 feet, and the stern deck is 85 feet deep. This 
can be dived with an open water certification but 
you are limited to the wheel house portion. It cer-
tainly meets the criteria for advanced certification 
and beyond.

I have made many dives on this wreck over the 
years and I am amazed as to how many different 
species of fish make this their home.

Let’s talk about a little background of the Big A. 
• e  A  u    rt  ree  o  

July 9, 2000. 
• e  A o ee  tr e e  t e o e   

fleet tug. 
• t  u t   e  A e  er 

reer in Orange, Texas, and then was deployed to 
work around the world for 26 years.

• e to e  e  p  ro  t e o  
of Okinawa, traveled the Panama Canal, and 
assisted navy vessels ranging from cruisers to 
submarines along the east coast, Lake Michigan, 
and as far away as the Labrador and the south 
Atlantic. 

•   t  tur e  o er to t e y D e 
School in Panama City for salvage and ordinance 
training. 

Her exciting life was not yet over. After being 
repeatedly sunk and refloated, the veteran tug was 
packed with explosive charges and sunk where 
she now rests in 100 feet of water for the last time. 

When the water has a visibility of 60-80 feet it 
is a very awesome site to dive and explore.

Thanks to the Florida Panhandle Dive Trail she 
will remain in the history books and the hearts of 
many divers from now on.

I know personally I have taken hundreds of 
advanced student divers on this beautiful wreck 
and not one of them has had a complaint and 
they come back on their own to dive this exciting 
wreck many times over the years, and some have 
brought their older kids to go diving on her.

Like I said earlier in this article, you should 
have at least your advanced as a bare minimum 
to even go on this wreck.

Thank you for letting me share this with you. 
Until next week keep making bubbles.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999  

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park last week,  

took this photo of a dogwood bloom.

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.
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www.TheWakullaSun.com
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Do we understand why Jesus was crucified?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Dur ing  my  h i gh 
school years, I thought 
I’d automatically go to 
heaven because of my 
religious affiliation. I 

didn’t fully understand 
how the gospel message 
applied to me. 

As a freshman in 
college, I met people 
who became some of 
my best friends. They 
invited me to attend 
campus prayer meet-
ings with them. I loved 
what I heard, but I still 
didn’t get it. 

It wasn’t until several 
years later, as a new 
mom living in married 
student housing, that I 
finally got it. 

My breakthrough 
happened one morning 
as I leaned over to wipe 

breakfast crumbs from 
our small table. Mem-
ories of conversations 
and sermons drifted 
through my head. I 
stopped cleaning for a 
moment and straight-
ened up. “Oh! That’s 
what that means!” 

At last, I understood 
the significance of Je-
sus’ death and resur-
rection … for me.

As I continued to 
clean (which my hus-
band thought was a 
miracle in itself), the 
Scriptures I’d heard for 
years now made sense. I 
didn’t understand then 

what was happening, 
but now I realize the 
Holy Spirit was helping 
me comprehend what 
had been eluding me all 
those years.

One verse I recalled 
was John 3:16 (ESV): 
“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should 
not perish but have 
eternal life.” 

Until that morning, 
I had taken the whole 
“Jesus’ death thing” 
for granted. Although 
I knew He died on the 
cross, I never under-

stood why. Finally, I 
knew. 

He did it because He 
loved me. 

My heart filled with 
gratitude as I realized 
the extent to which 
my Savior was willing 
to sacrifice so I could 
live with Him forever 
in heaven. (I’ll go into 
more detail about this 
point next week.)

That moment began 
my journey of falling 
completely and joyous-
ly in love with God. I 
couldn’t wait to get to 
know this God more—
this God Who loved me 

so much that He gave 
His only Son for me. 

What about you? If 
you’ve never gone from 
knowing that Jesus 
was crucified to under-
standing why He was 
crucified, please email 
me. I’d love to have that 
conversation with you. 

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net. 
Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745- 8359

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By CHERYL CRUCE

There are some morn-
ings when being still is 
an impossibility. As a 
busy person (by nature 
or nurture), spending 
a day doing nothing 
feels like insanity. Even 
if I settle my routine 
down to a grinding halt, 
my mind constantly 
thinks of the next task 
to be completed. Don’t 
get me wrong, I enjoy 
slow-paced days of ex-
periencing new sights, 
sounds, and surround-

ings of a long-await-
ed vacation. However, 
even on little getaways, 
there are reminders of 
upcoming tasks some-
where in the recesses of 
my mind that refuse to 
shut down. 

From the moment the 
morning alarm starts 
the day to the turning off 
of the lights in the eve-
ning, there is an aware-
ness of the clock’s tick-
ing. Time has a way of 
increasing speed. In my 
youth, time appeared 
relentlessly slow. Even 
so, the moment I looked 
into the eyes of my first-
born, time became a 
rollercoaster of twists 
and turns that height-
ened its momentum. 

Those newborn eyes 
are now 40 years old. 
Where did the time go? 
The proverbial snowball 
has topped the hill and 

is rolling fast into the 
busyness of life.

I have learned that 
the “hustle and bustle” 
is not a character flaw 
but a way of society. So-
ciety teaches us to be 
busy; wisdom teaches 
us soul-rest. Wisdom 
also teaches that God 
has prepared a time for 
everything under the 
sun (Ecclesiastes 3). We 
may fill our days with a 
hectic schedule, yet ulti-
mately, the time belongs 
to God. Only in God can 
we find the balance be-
tween the building and 
the much-needed rest of 
mind, body, and spirit. 

Wisdom taught me 
well on the front porch 
of a house that had fall-
en prey to time. I was 
sent to the home for 
wound care as a home 
health worker. Before 
I could attend to his 

needs, he insisted I sit 
for a while. The bro-
ken boards and weath-
er-beaten walls did not 
disturb his demeanor. 
He began speaking of 
his youth and moving 
to the city. He talked 
about working three 
jobs to get ahead. Then 
he said, “At 90, here I 
am, the house where I 
was born. Slow down, 
stop rushing through 
life, and enjoy the time 
given.” He had learned 
the meaning of soul-
rest. He was sharing his 
wisdom. 

The Prophet Elijah 
learned of God’s soul-
rest in 1st Kings 19. 
Elijah had been busy 
for the Lord, carry-
ing the people through 
drought and famine. 
He had stood against 
the false prophets on 
Mount Carmel and had 

been obedient to the 
Lord, who proved vic-
torious. However, in a 
fleeting moment, Eli-
jah looked to self and 
became overwhelmed, 
causing him to flee to 
the wilderness. Even-
tually, God sent him 
to Mount Horeb, where 
Elijah hid in a cave. The 
winds blew, the fires 
burned, and the earth 
quaked against the 
mountain. Nonetheless, 
God’s voice was heard 
in the stillness when all 
the noise faded. Elijah 
found rest and resto-
ration in God.

Isn’t it time to si-
lence the noise of the 
world? Like Elijah, 
our restoration will be 
found when we look to 
the Lord, for only He 
can quiet what burns 
against us. “Our rest 
lies in looking to the 

Lord and not to our-
selves (Watchman Nee).” 
As people who follow af-
ter God, we need to find 
our rest in Him, patient-
ly waiting for His timing 
(Psalm 37:7). Our solace 
is found in His resting 
place, His Sabbath, for 
it is He who sets the 
time in motion, and He 
who controls the ticking 
of the clock. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 God 
has made everything 
beautiful in its time. He 
has also set eternity in 
the human heart, yet 
no one can fathom what 
God has done from be-
ginning to end.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

Nothing calms me 
down more than a mys-
tery when I have a busy 
week.

The other afternoon I 
got caught up and faced 
some rather stressful 
situations. The remedy 
to all of this would be to 
watch one of those mys-
tery movies.

One was playing that 
afternoon, so I decided 
to rearrange my sched-
ule, enjoy the afternoon 
watching that mystery 
movie with a nice hot 
cup of coffee, and maybe 
adding an Apple Fritter 
to it makes it even more 
restful.

As I began watching 
this mystery, the first 
part is always the mur-
der. So who was it that 
committed this murder? 
That is the detective’s job 
to find out the murderer.

As these mystery mov-
ies begin, I like to guess 
who the real murderer is. 
I am usually wrong but 
don’t tell anybody, espe-
cially The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage.

Getting involved in 
the story, the detectives 
brought in one suspect 

they believed committed 
the crime.

I was getting involved 
when I heard someone 
walk into the living room 
– it was The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age. She looked at the TV, 
then back at me and said 
very firmly, “He is not the 
murderer. The wife is the 
one who murdered her 
husband.” 

Then she  turned 
around and returned to 
her kitchen work.

I chuckled a little be-
cause how would she 
know who the murderer 
was at this point in the 
movie?

Watching this, the de-
tectives finally concluded 
that the subject they 
were interviewing was 
not the one who did the 
murder.

Then they came up 
with another suspect, 
and as they were in-
terviewing him, a head 
popped into the living 
room. It was The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. “He’s not the 
guilty one; the wife killed 
her husband; trust me 
on this.”

Of course, if anybody 
knows what wives are ca-
pable of, it would be her.

I knew she was wrong 
about the wife killing 
her husband. They had 
interviewed this wife, 
who had a good alibi; the 
detectives crossed her off 
the suspect list.

They brought in sev-
eral more suspects, and 

they were all cleared as 
far as the crime. Final-
ly, they got to the place 
where no other suspects 
were in view.

Suddenly, someone 
appeared as a suspect 
that they did not see 
before.

The more they inter-
viewed him, the more it 
seemed like he was the 
murderer.

Watching it, I began to 
agree that they finally got 
their murderer. All they 
had to do was collect the 
evidence needed to con-
vict him.

Just then, a head 
popped into the living 
room. “He did not do the 
killing,” she said very 
emphatically. “As I said 
before, the wife killed her 
husband.”

I did not know how 
she came up with that 
because she was working 
in the kitchen, and I was 
watching the television. 
So how could she know 
things about the mystery 
I didn’t know? 

“You’re wrong,” I said 
to her, “all the evidence 

points to this one they 
just arrested. No other 
person has his evidence.”

She poked her head 
back in, and I said, “The 
wife is not in the picture 
right now. She could not 
have done the crime.”

With one of her smiles, 
she replied, “Trust me. 
The wife did it. If I’m 
right, I’ll bet you lunch 
at my favorite restaurant 
tomorrow.”

Could I pass up some-
thing like that? All the 
evidence pointed to that 
person, and none to the 
wife.

“I will take you up 
on that bet, and I can’t 
wait to have lunch at 
my favorite restaurant 
tomorrow.”

Walking back into the 
kitchen, I could hear her 
chuckling. I had never 
known her to be wrong 
like this, and I was pre-
paring myself for a grand 
celebration at my favorite 
restaurant tomorrow for 
lunch. This will be the 
first time I have ever won 
a bet against her. I must 
jot this down and record 

it because it may never 
happen again.

Returning to the mys-
tery movie, suddenly, 
everything began to 
change. The man they 
thought did the crime 
had an airtight alibi, 
then the unthinkable 
happened.

The wife’s alibi began 
to break down as the de-
tectives re-examined the 
evidence; they saw it dif-
ferently, to their surprise.

As it turned out, all 
the evidence revealed 
the wife killed her hus-
band, and she was the 
murderer.

I heard some chuck-
ling from the kitchen area 
and wasn’t going to ask 
what was happening. I 
knew exactly what was 
going on.

At lunch the next day, 
all The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage could 
do was smile as she read 
through the menu and 
placed her order with the 
waitress.

I’ve never known her to 
order so much for lunch.

Driving home from the 
restaurant, I happen to 
think of a verse of Scrip-
ture found in Matthew 
11:28-30. “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me; for I 
am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”

If I want real rest from 
my labors, it will only 
come from my relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. 
Nothing can compromise 
that rest.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

Nothing like a mystery to calm my nerves

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR

The ticking of the clock
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Glenn Dwain Strickland, 67, 
of Crawfordville, passed away 
on March 8, 2023, at home 
surrounded by the love of his 
life and mother of his children; 
his daughter, Ashley; and her 
childhood best friend, Allison. 

Glenn, fondly known as 
Opossum, by his classmates 
and childhood friends, was 
born to Lona and Roland 
Strickland, on March 21, 
1955, in Tallahassee, and was 
raised in Panacea by his moth-
er, Lona and stepfather, Cecil 
Nichols. 

Glenn was a talented athlete 
who loved playing baseball and 
softball during high school. Af-
ter graduating high school, he 
joined the U.S. Army. He was 
stationed in Fort Lewis, Wash-
ington for one year and finished 
his last three years in Sch-
weinfurt, Germany. After being 

honorably discharged from the 
military, Glenn worked as an 
industrial electrician for more 
than 30 years. 

Glenn is survived by the 
love of his life, Betty Jones; 
and seven children, Ashley 
Brantley (Rich); Donnie Strick-
land (Jennifer); Sherry Dudley 
(Shane); Stephanie Perrin-Rich 
(Garrett); Donna Welch (Tom-
my); Rhonda Oakes (David); 
and Glenn Whaley. He is also 
survived by his brother, Rody 
Strickland (Brenda); three 
nephews; 17 grandchildren; 
and 11 great-grandchildren. 

Glenn was predeceased by 
his parents, Lona and Cecil 
Nichols and Roland Strickland 
Sr.; his brother, Larry Jack 
Strickland; and his sister, 
Judy Smith. 

Aside from watching FSU 
football and baseball, Glenn 

was most passionate about his 
family. He loved his children 
and grandchildren fiercely. He 
always showed up for his chil-
dren and grandchildren – if it 
was important to them, then it 
was important to him. His big 
smile and even bigger presence 
will truly be missed. 

Glenn’s family received 
friends and family on Monday, 
March 13, 2023, at Family Fu-
neral Home, from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. The funeral service was 
held on Tuesday, March 14, 
2023, at 10 a.m. The service 
was held at Panacea Full Gos-
pel Church in Panacea, with a 
graveside service to follow at 
Panacea Cemetery. 

Skip and Trey Young with 
Paula and Kimberly are assist-
ing the family. Family Funeral 
Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 
850-926-5919 Familyfhc.comGlenn Dwain Strickland

Obituaries

By TRACY RENEE LEE

This past week has 
been a difficult one for 
me. I lost my sister-in-
law and a dear friend to 
breast cancer. 

Breast cancer is a 
horrid disease because 
it attacks the entire 
body. Both my sister-
in-law and my dear 
friend saw cancer jump 
throughout the different 
areas of their bodies. 

It may have started 
as breast cancer, but 
by the time all was said 
and done, they each had 
bone, liver, brain, and 
all other sorts of can-
cer within their bodies. 
Cancer attacked them 
from head to toe. It is an 
unfair disease because 
no matter what you do, 
it seems that it gets 
the better of you in the 
end, and your family is 
forced to say goodbye.

I have seen people 
recover from cancer, 

even breast cancer, but 
I have also noticed that 
cancer seems to return 
after some time. It is 
relentless, and I won-
der why medical and 
research professionals 
aren’t able to eradicate 
it. 

It seems as though 
cancer is the plague of 
modern-day living.

As a certified grief 
counselor, I find that 
personal losses can 
somet imes  become 
overwhelming. Although 
I specialize in helping 
others through the 
worst experience of life, 
that of losing their most 
precious loved ones, los-
ing my loved ones is not 
any less painful. I sup-
port and counsel others 
on recovery techniques, 
and suddenly, I am the 
one needing guidance. 

Although I know what 
I should be doing to help 
myself, I, like many of 
my clients, must reach 
deep into my soul to mo-
tivate myself out of my 
pain and anguish. I am 
ashamed and question 
my capabilities when I 
wonder if I might need 
the counseling I render 
to others from a col-
league. 

Why would I not be 

able to apply my own 
medicine? After all, I 
know what needs to be 
done.

I understand that 
this is a ridiculous way 
to feel, but realistically, 
the confusion of grief 
causes many of us to 
question our capabili-
ties and sanity. When 
one is a grief counsel-
or, one is not immune 
to such thoughts and 
confusion.

Grief counselors are 
equally subject to the 
anguish suffered upon 
the loss of significant 
loved ones, as are their 
clients. The same inse-
curities of aloneness, 
loss of income, fear, and 
broken identity loom 
over our hearts, pres-
suring and pushing us 
toward prolonged and 
complicated scenarios. 
Our need for encour-
agement, guidance, and 
social support is just as 
necessary and effective 
as they are for our cli-
ents.

Grief counselors are 
often exposed to their 
client’s most complex 
and intense emotions. In 
listening, assisting, and 
guiding others through 
their difficulties, grief 
counselors may experi-

ence an emotional toll. 
It can become difficult 
to remain impartial and 
professional when wit-
nessing such intense 
emotions. Even when 
they are not personally 
experiencing grief, grief 
counselors may experi-
ence a kind of “second-
ary grief,” whereby they 
absorb and feel the pain 
and sadness of their 
clients. Compounding 
this with personal grief 
and a grief counselor 
may find themselves in 
treacherous waters.

In some cases, grief 
counselors may also 
experience guilt or feel 
responsible when their 
clients are unable to 
find closure or recover 
from their grief. This 
can cause a sense of 
helplessness and pow-
erlessness. These feel-
ings can be challenging 
for a grief counselor to 
manage. It is vital for 
grief counselors to re-
member that they can 
only suggest and assist 
their clients in recovery 
techniques and that, 
ultimately, their clients 
are responsible for ap-
plying these techniques 
and genuinely seeking 
and nurturing their own 
recovery.

As it can be challeng-
ing for grief counselors 
to help others when they 
are in the midst of their 
own pain and sadness, 
it is crucial for them to 
set aside time to take 
care of themselves and 
process their grief. This 
can involve talking to a 
therapist or colleague, 
engaging in self-care 
activities such as jour-
naling or meditation, or 
taking time to be alone.

For grief counselors, 
our work is rewarding 
and fulfilling; howev-
er, it can also be emo-
tionally draining and 
heartbreaking. It is vital 
for us to recognize the 
signs of burnout and 
take proper steps to pre-
vent it. This can include 
setting boundaries with 
clients, taking regular 
breaks, and seeking 
emotional and social 
support from friends 
and family.

Grief counselors are 
an important part of 
society. We provide 
essential support and 
guidance to those who 
are grieving. However, 
we must remember that 
we, too, can experience 
grief and sadness. It is 
imperative that we take 
steps to ensure that we 

are taking care of our-
selves. Taking the time 
to process our grief, 
setting boundaries, and 
engaging in self-care 
activities can help us 
(grief counselors) stay 
healthy and motivated 
in our work.

My name is Tracy Re-
nee Lee. I am a Certified 
Grief Counselor (GC-C), 
Funeral Director (FDIC), 
published author, syn-
dicated columnist, Pod-
caster, and founder of 
the “Mikey Joe Chil-
dren’s Memorial” and 
Heaven Sent, Corp. I 
write books, weekly be-
reavement articles, Pod-
casts, and Grief BRIEFs 
related to understanding 
and coping with grief. I 
am the American Funer-
al Director of the Year 
Runner-Up and recipient 
of the BBB’s Integrity 
Award.

It is my life’s work to 
comfort the bereaved 
and help them live on.

For additional en-
couragement, please 
v i s i t  my  podcas t 
“Deadline” on Spoti-
fy and follow me on 
Instagram at “Dead-
line_TracyLee.”

Special to The Sun
 
Big Bend Hospice 

would like to thank 
T r i n i t y  E p i s c o p a l 
Church, Apalachicola 
for hosting a successful 
nutritional drink drive 
for our patients! 

Their  2023 dr ive 
raised over 300 bottles 
of Nutritional drinks for 
BBH patients! 

Terminally ill indi-
viduals don’t consume 
food and drink in the 
same manner they al-
ways have; a decrease 
in appetite and thirst 
is a natural progression 
of the body slowing 
down. That’s why part-
nerships with places 
like Trinity Episcopal 
Church of Apalachic-

ola are so important, 
their support allows 
our patients experienc-
ing nausea or difficulty 
swallowing to contin-
ue receiving important 
nutrients, helping to 
sustain them through 
the end of life.

If you would like to 
partner with Big Bend 
Hospice or learn more 
about how to get in-
volved, please contact 
Kara Walker at km-
walker@bigbendhos-
pice.org.

Some of the nutri-
tional drinks donated 
to Big Bend Hospice 
by Trinity Episcopal 

Church in  Apala-
chicola.

Hospice thanks church for donation

When grief counselors grieve

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

S e c u r i t i e s  p r od u c t s  an d  ad vi s or y s e r v i c e s  of f e r e d  t h r ou gh  P ar k  A ve n u e  S e c u r i t i e s  L L C  (P A S ), m e m b e r  F I N R A , 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
w i t h  t h e  F l or i d a R e t i r e m e n t  S ys t e m . 2015- 6207 E X P  5/ 17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
WeseleyWeasel101

BEREAVEMENT COLUMN

FOLLOW THE SUN.
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School distribution 
sponsored by

USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. Women Illustrators

Women’s Histo-
ry Month is celebrat-
ed all through March, 
and this year’s theme 
is “Celebrating Women 
Who Tell Our Stories.” 
Women tell stories in 
many ways — by writ-
ing books, poems and 
songs, for example, or 
by making movies and 
TV shows. They also 
tell stories in pictures, 
as illustrators and 
artists for children’s 
books. The illustrations 
these artists create add 
to the mood, emotions 
and meaning of sto-
ries — and sometimes 
tell stories without 
any words at all! Molly 
Bang’s “The Grey Lady 
and the Strawberry 
Snatcher” is one book 
like that, as are “Good 
Night, Gorilla” by Peg-
gy Rathmann, “Flash-
light” by Lizi Boyd and 
“Good Dog, Carl” by 
Alexandra Day. Other 
illustrators add mean-
ing to poems, as Su-
san Jeffers did with 
“Stopping by Woods on 
a Snowy Evening” and 
Ekua Holmes did for 
“Out of Wonder: Poems 
Celebrating Poets.” Still 
others interpret famil-
iar stories and issues, 
such as Beatrix Pot-
ter, who illustrated the 
Peter Rabbit tales, Mi-
chaela Goade, who won 
prizes for the Native 
American story “We Are 
Water Protectors” and 
Faith Ringgold, who il-
lustrated “Tar Beach,” 
a story about summer 
life in the city. As a 
class, discuss favor-
ite “picture books” you 
have read and enjoyed. 
Then find a story that 
interests you in the 
newspaper or online. 
Pretend you are an art-
ist and illustrate this 
story for children your 
age or younger. Share 
with the class.

Goals: Using draw-
ings or visual displays 
when appropriate to 
enhance the develop-
ment of main ideas or 
points; engaging effec-
tively in a range of col-
laborative discussions.

2. 5th Grade Music 
Star

Kids often make up 
tunes in their heads 
when they are playing 
by themselves or do-
ing other tasks. Some-
times they even may 
write them down. A 
10-year-old from the 
state of Pennsylvania 
did that recently, and 
she has become an In-
ternet star as a result. 
Olive Wallace wrote the 
music when she didn’t 
feel like doing her fifth 
grade homework. Be-
cause she takes violin 
lessons, she knew a 
little about written mu-
sic, so she wrote out the 
notes as they might ap-
pear on a music sheet. 
She wanted it to sound 
mysterious like some-
thing from the Middle 
Ages 700 to 1,300 years 
ago. When she played it 
after school, she didn’t 
think it was that good, 
so she set it aside. Her 

mom, however, wanted 
to know what it would 
sound like with adult 
musicians playing and 
posted it on the TikTok 
website. The Internet 
quickly went crazy for 
Olive’s music, with peo-
ple playing it on violin, 
clarinet, guitar, harp, 
trumpet, flute, saxo-
phone, cello and viola. 
It even was adapted 
for a string orchestra, 
a version that Olive 
loved, according to the 
Washington Post news-
paper. Olive named the 
song “For Greatness 
We Bring,” and more 
than 6-million peo-
ple checked it out on-
line. Students often do 
things that adults and 
other students think 
are great. In the news-
paper or online find 
and closely read a story 
about a young student 
doing something great. 
Write the word GREAT-
NESS down the side of 
a sheet of paper. Use 
each letter to start a 
phrase describing why 
this student’s achieve-
ment was great or spe-
cial.

Goals: Organizing 

data using lists, con-
crete objects, pictures, 
tallies, tables, charts, 
diagrams and graphs; 
conducting short re-
search projects that 
build knowledge about 
a topic.

3. Brother for Brother

In last month’s Su-
per Bowl, Travis and 
Jason Kelce made his-
tory as the first broth-
ers ever to play against 
each other in the Na-
tional Football League’s 
championship game. 
This month brothers 
Brett and Nick Ritchie 
made history in the Na-
tional Hockey League 
— by being traded for 
each other. The Ritchie 
brothers were part of 
a four-player trade 
between the Calgary 
Flames and the Arizona 
Coyotes. The Flames 
traded Brett Ritchie 
and Connor Mack-
ey to the Coyotes for 
Nick Ritchie and Troy 
Stecher, the teams an-
nounced just before 
the NHL trade dead-
line. The deal marked 
the first time ever that 

brothers were involved 
in the same trade, ac-
cording to the NHL. 
While both brothers 
are forwards, they are 
known more for their 
physical play than 
their scoring, Sports 
Illustrated magazine 
reported. Nick Ritchie 
has produced 21 points 
in 58 games this year 
compared to Brett’s 
eight points in 34 
games. The 29-year-old 
Brett Ritchie had been 
with the Flames since 
2020, while 27-year-
old Nick had been with 
Arizona since 2021. 
Brothers, sisters or a 
combination of the two 
often have interest-
ing or unusual experi-
ences together. In the 
newspaper or online, 
find and closely read 
a story about siblings 
who have experienced 
something unusual 
with each other. Pre-
tend you are a report-
er and write out three 
questions you would 
ask the siblings about 
how they felt about 
their experience to-
gether and how it hap-
pened.

Goals: Producing 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 

development, organiza-
tion and style are ap-
propriate to the task; 
citing textual or visual 
evidence when writing 
or speaking to support 
conclusions.

4. Pizza Acrobatics

Pizza can be a fun 
and exciting food to 
eat, but did you know 
it can also be a fun 
and exciting sport to 
watch? Really. The 
sport is pizza acro-
batics, and it features 
talented pizza makers 
tossing pizza dough 
high into the air and 
performing acrobat-
ic tricks with it. Some 
competitors slide piz-
zas through their legs, 
across their shoulders 
and around their backs 
like a basketball. Some 
even keep two piz-
zas in the air at once, 
the Washington Post 
newspaper reports. 
While many pizza mak-
ers toss dough into 
the air in their shops, 
competitors in piz-
za acrobatics perform 
three-minute routines 
accompanied by music 
in front of live crowds. 
“Tricks that you see a 
Harlem Globetrotter 

do with a basketball, 
we do with a pizza,” 
said Tony Gemignani, 
a seven-time world 
champion for pizza ac-
robatics. The sport, 
which is sometimes 
called pizza freestyle 
or pizza tossing, re-
quires focus, strength, 
stamina, showmanship 
and coordination. And 
there’s always the abil-
ity to perform under 
pressure. “You’ve got to 
pull it off,” Gemignani 
says. Many people de-
velop unusual skills. 
In the newspaper or 
online, find and close-
ly read a story about a 
person who has done 
this. Use what you 
read to brainstorm an 
idea for a creative sto-
ry based on something 
that could happen to 
someone with this skill. 
Your stories may be 
funny or serious. Write 
the opening scene and 
share with the class.

Goals: Writing nar-
ratives to develop real 
or imagined experienc-
es or events; reading 
closely what a text says 
explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from 
it.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Belonging to a thing
4. Pass or go by
10. Partner to cheese
11. Subjects
12. U.S. State (abbr.)
14. Bits per inch
15. Forest-dwelling 
deer
16. Illinois city
18. A salt or ester of 
acetic acid
22. Wholly un-
harmed
23. Cuddled
24. Bane
26. Global invest-
ment bank (abbr.)
27. Oh my gosh!
28. Arrive
30. Famed Spanish 
artist
31. Home of “Front-
line”
34. Group of quill 
feathers
36. Keyboard key
37. Army training 
group

39. Detail
40. Pole with �at 
blade
41. Football play
42. Makes unhappy
48. Island in Hawaii
50. Back in business
51. Of an individual
52. Painful chest 
condition
53. Tropical Ameri-
can monkey
54. Matchstick game
55. For instance
56. Even again
58. Popular beverage
59. Evaluate
60. Time units 
(abbr.)

CLUES DOWN
1. Stain one’s hands
2. Nocturnal hoofed 
animals
3. Back condition
4. Popular movie 
alien
5. City of Angels
6. Peaks

7. Infantry weapons
8. Le�
9. Atomic #99
12. Told a good yarn
13. Vale
17. Resistance unit
19. Aquatic plant
20. Bluish greens
21. About some 
Norse poems
25. Reinforces
29. Egyptian mytho-
logical goddess
31. Supportive ma-
terial
32. Subatomic par-
ticle
33. Expired bread
35. Cereal grain
38. Goes against
41. Walkie __
43. One who does 
not accept
44. Beliefs
45. Indicates near
46. Brazilian NBA 
star
47. Grab quickly
49. Romantic poet
56. College dorm 
worker
57. Set of data

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

See Hazordous Waste Ad 
on page 15

VENDORS NEEDED
WELCOME

YARD SALE VENDORS
Set up at Sherlock Springs

& sell your items here. 
April 22 – 8:30am -4:00pm
Call Kathy 850-274-0512

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/CYCLESAFETY

READ THE ROAD.  
AND YOU WON’T NEED AS MANY NEW PARTS.

MOTORCYCLE CRASHES DON’T ALWAYS INVOLVE ANOTHER 

VEHICLE. SLICK SURFACES AND ROAD DEBRIS CAN LEAD TO 

BROKEN BIKES, AND BROKEN BONES. RIDE AT A SPEED THAT 

GIVES YOU TIME TO REACT. CHECK OUR WEBSITE BELOW 

FOR MORE CYCLE SAFETY TIPS.

ot a .org ort hoi n f o.org

3881_AAOS_PSA_MotorcycleSafety_WSJ_5.35x10.5.indd   1 12/2/14   12:20 PM

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

SERVICES

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

G o o d F e n c e s G o o d N e i g h b o r s . c o m

Al l  o f  y o u r  f e n c i n g  
n e e d s  a n d  m o r e …Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@ G o o d F e n c e s G o o d N e i g h b o r s . c o m

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946
Hiren & Purvi Patel – Pharmicists

Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

E-EDITIONS

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

2655-B CRAWFORDVILLE HWY.
W AK U LLAREALTY . C O M

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage Unit Rentals     

8x10 - $66.65
10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

RENTALS

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

EMPLOY MENT    
OPPORTU NITY

4 -H Su m m e r       
Pr o g r a m  Te a c h i n g  

As s i s t a n t s
(Re - Ad v e r t i s e m e n t )

The Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners is seek-
ing qualified applicants for si  
6  part-time non-benefitted  -  
ummer rogram eaching As-

sistants w ithin the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners.   P ositions are 
based out of the / A  E ten-
sion Office. 

tarting salary is 12.00 per hour. 
o apply, send a Wakulla County 

employment application to u-
man esources, .O. Bo  1263, 
Crawfordville,  32326. ee 
www.mywakulla.com  for addi-
tional responsibilities and require-
ments. Veteran’s preference will 
be given to qualified applicants. 
Wakulla County is an AA/EE. his 
advertisement will remain open 
until filled.       March 16, 23, 2023

EMPLOY MENT    
OPPORTU NITY

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT

The Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners is seek-
ing qualified applicants for a full-
time A dministrativ e A ssistant in 
the Wakulla County A dministra-
tion office for the County Board 
of County Commissioners.  This 
position comes with a robust ben-
efits package.

S tarting  salary is $ 2 9 , 1 2 0 . 0 0  a 
year. Applications may be ob-
tained by visiting our website at 
www.mywakulla.com. Veteran’s 
preference will be given to qual-
ified applicants. Wakulla County 
is an Affirmative Action/Equal Op-
portunity Employer. Applications 
must be received by March 28, 
2023, at 5:00 p.m.

March 16, 23, 2023

EMPLOY MENT    
OPPORTU NITY
An i m a l  Co n t r o l  

Officer 
Department of  
Public Safety

RE-ADVERTISEMENT
The Wakulla County Board 
of County Commissioners is 
seeking qualified applicants for 
a full -time, Animal Control Offi-
cer.  osition includes overtime 
opportunities and on call pay. 

tarting salary is 2 ,120.00- 
31,200.00 annually, depend-

ing on e perience and comes 
with a robust benefits package.  

efer to  www.mywakulla.com 
for additional information.  Must 
b e a resident of Wakulla County 
to qualify. 
Veteran’s preference will be 
given to qualified applicants. 
Wakulla County is an A A / E O E  
employer. Applications must be 
received on or before 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 28, 2023.

March 16, 23, 2023

EMPLOY MENT    
OPPORTU NITY
Ro a d  &  Br i d g e  
Te c h n i c i a n  II

READVERTISEMENT
The Wakulla County Board 
of County Commissioners is 
seeking qualified applicants 
for a full-time R oad &  Bridg e 
echnician  in the oad  

Bridg e D ivi sion.   R efer to w w w .
mywakulla.com for additional 
qualifications.   O E:  C -B 

river’s icense is required.  

osition includes overtime 
opportunities and on call pay. 
ncludes a robust benefit pack-
ag e w ith a starting  salary of 
$ 3 3 , 2 8 0 . 0 0  annually.  S end a 
Wakulla County employment 
application to uman esourc-
es, .O. Bo  1263, Crawford-
ville,  32326. Veteran’s pref-
erence will be given to qualified 
applicants. Wakulla County is 
an AA/EOE. revious appli-
cants are still being considered, 
please do not reapply. Applica-
tions must be received on or 
before 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 28, 2023.

March 16, 23, 2023

FLEET MECHANIC
ROAD AND 

BRIDGE               
DEPARTMENT

(RE-ADVERTISEMENT)
The Wakulla County Board 
of County Commissioners is 
seeking qualified applicants for 
a full-time benefitted position of 

leet Mechanic in the oad  
Bridge epartment. 

osition includes overtime 
opportunities and on call pay. 

enerous benefit package with 
starting salary of 3 ,81 .20 a 
year. or additional information 
visit www.mywakulla.com. rug 
screening is required. Veteran’s 
preference will be given to qual-
ified applicants. Wakulla Coun-
ty is an AA/EOE.  Applications 
must be received by 5:00 p.m., 
Wednesday March 28, 2023.

March 16, 23, 2023

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food 

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food
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�e winners from Crawfordville Elementary School. Winners from Riversink Elementary School.

Quarterback Haden Klees is named the district Player of the Year

BASEBALL

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

At le�, essay contest winner Kaylie Kosec of Riversprings 
with her $100 prize money, along with Violet Sexton and 
Ronin Taylor. Above, 2nd place winner Charlotte Bertera 

with her prize money.

War Eagles have tough week, fall to 3-4

Optimist essay contest winners

Optimist poster contest winners

By KEITH ANDERSON
WHS Baseball Coach

T h e  W a r  E a g l e s 
moved to 3-4 on the year 
with three tough losses 

to Brookwood, Leon and 
Thomasville High this 
past week.

Wakulla traveled to 
Brookwood School in 
Thomasville on Tues-
day, March 7. The War 
Eagles lost a close one 
3-2. 

S t a r t e r  L e a s t o n 
Spears threw 5 strong 
innings taking a 1-1 
game into the 6th. Jes-
se Nazworth and Reid 
Joyner each threw well 
in the effort, but the 

Warriors walked it off 
in the 7th inning on a 
swinging bunt infield 
single to beat the War 
Eagles by a run. 

Parker Lawhon, Colby 
Zinser, Brady Crum, 
Josiah Pierini, Reid 
Joyner, and Sam Bruce 
all had a hit in the affair.

T h e  W a r  E a g l e s 
turned right around and 
traveled to play a strong 
Leon team on Wednes-
day, March 8, losing 
another close one 5-3. 

The War Eagles load-
ed the bases a couple 
times, but could not get 
the timely hit to push 
them across. 

Starter Gavin Estep 
struck out 4, going 4 
innings, giving up 1 
earned run. 

F r e s h m e n  O w e n 
Klees came in in the 
fifth finishing the game 
only giving up 1 earned 
run also. 

P a r k e r  L a w h o n , 
Leaston Spears, and 

Michael Hurley added 
hits for the War Eagles.

On Friday, March 
10th, the War Eagles 
traveled back to Thom-
asville to play the 2022 
state runner up Bull-
dogs of Thomasville 
High School. 

Thomasville got out 
of the gate swinging the 
bat well scoring 5 runs 
in the first 2 innings. 
Starter Reid Joyner gave 
a valiant effort making 
it 2 and 1/3 innings. 

Reliever Hayden Wright 
came on in relief giving 
up only 1 hit in 2 1/3 in-
nings and striking out 3. 

Colby Zinser closed in 
the sixth with a score-
less inning also. 

Thomasv i l l e  was 
strong on the hill giv-
ing up only 4 hits to 
the War Eagles on the 
night with Colby Zinser, 
Brady Crum, Gavin Es-
tep, and Sam Bruce re-
cording hits for Wakulla 
High. 

Special to The Sun

The Wakulla Coastal 
Optimist Club held its 
annual essay contest in 
February. Students in 
middle and high school 
were invited to partici-
pate. 

The theme for this 
year’s essay was “Who 
is an everyday hero that 
brings out the optimist 
in you?” The essay had 
to be between 700 and 
800 words in length. 

Th is  year ’ s  w in-
ners were 1st place 
- Kaylie Kosec, River-
springs Middle School, 
2nd place – Charlotte 
Bertera, Wakulla Mid-
dle School, 3rd place 
– Ronin Taylor, River-
springs Middle School 
and 4th place – Violet 
Sexton, Riversprings 
Middle School. 

All the student win-
ners received medal-
lions and ribbons. In 
addition, the students 
won cash awards.

Kaylie Kosec won 
$100 for 1st place. 

Charlotte Bertera 
won $75. 

Ronin Taylor won 

$50 and Violet Sexton 
won $25. 

Optimist sponsor     
Jo Ann Daniels said the 
essays were very inter-

esting and well-written. 
The Coastal Optimist 

Club encourages stu-
dents to participate in 
academic challenges. 

The topic for the es-
say contest comes out 
each October on the 
Optimist International 
website as does the 

topic for the Oratorical 
contest which will take 
place on March 30th.  

Special to The Sun

“Don’t Get Caught in 
the Web of Drugs” was 
this year’s Optimist 
Club Poster Contest 
theme. 

Students were invit-

ed to create a poster 
which illustrated the 
topic. Crayons, colored 
pencils and markers 
were used on white 
poster board. Only free-
hand drawings were 
allowed. 

Judges looked for 
colorful, easy to read 
art that focused on the 
theme. 

First place was won 
by Briley Rowan from 
Crawfordville Elemen-
tary School. 

Second place went 
to Emily Costigan from 
Riversink Elementary. 

The third place win-
ner was Anna Bell Ben-
nett, also from River-
sink Elementary. 

Julie Sanders from 

Crawfordville Elemen-
tary and Tinsley Miller 
from Riversink both 
won Honorable Men-
tion. 

Briley Rowan’s first 
place poster has been 
sent on to the District 

Level competition. All 
the students received 
ribbons and medal-
l ions. The Wakulla 
Coastal Optimist Club 
congratulates these en-
thusiastic artists and 
their teacher sponsors.

Activity reported for 
the week of March 3 to 
March 9:

MONDAY, MARCH 6

• Deputy Arturo Cor-
doba responded to 979 
Woodville Hwy, in refer-
ence to a found wallet. 
Upon arrival Deputy Cor-
doba made contact with 
the clerk at the store. The 
clerk stated a customer 
turned in a wallet they 
found unattended at the 

store. Deputy Cordoba 
placed the wallet in to 
evidence for safekeeping, 
until the owner can be lo-
cated.

TUESDAY, MARCH 7

Randall Dick reported 
the theft of his chainsaw. 
The chainsaw is a Stihl 
with a 20” bar valued at 
$400.00. The chainsaw 
was entered into NCIC/
FCIC as stolen. A possible 
suspect in this case has 

been identified. Deputy 
Dakota Haddock investi-
gated.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8

Chris Huebner report-
ed finding narcotics and 
paraphernalia under a 
tree while cleaning the 
area around the storage 
units in St. Marks. The 
items were collected by 
deputies and turned in 
for destruction. Deputy 
Carla Skelly responded.

Deputy Arturo Cor-
doba responded to Mc-
Donald’s in reference 

to a battery complaint. 
Upon arrival Dep. Cor-
doba made contact with 
the victim who was an 
employee of the restau-
rant. The victim advised 
a coworker had hit her in 
the face the day previous 
and now she would like to 
pursue charges. This case 
has been forwarded back 
to Road Patrol deputies 
for further investigation. 

 
Report suspicious or 

illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report



Page 14 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, March 16, 2023 www.thewakullasun.com

By LYNDA KINSEY
of The Sun

Kay Cannon of the 
Moose Lodge in Panacea 
presented an idea to 
the Ladies of the Moose 
about a fun way to raise 
money and to offer a 

little different type of 
entertainment for the 
community. 

Seven years later the 
Mystery Theater and 
Dinner Show is still 
growing. In recent years 
they have added an ad-
ditional night with three 
evenings of a sold out 
house for their  “A Roy-
al Wedding at Windex 
Castle” performed on 
Feb. 18, 19 & 25 at the 
Lodge with Cannon as 
coordinator, Herb Don-
aldson of Palaver Tree 
Theater directed the 
performance, and many 
of the Moose members 
spent many hours get-
ting into character for 
the show.

The cast included 
Sally Gandy as Queen 
Beatrice Windex; Glo-
ria Rowley as Duchess 
Scarlett Isabella Calvert; 
Janice Salgado as Bar-
oness Margaret Windex 
St. John; Gale Passini-

er as Lady Charlotte 
Amalie Calvert; Paul 
Peters as Lord Calvert; 
Pam Thomas as Lady 
Amelia Merlot Windex; 
Denise Crawford as 
Lady Elizabeth Windex; 
Tracey Guy as Princess 
Cabernet Windex; Tyler 
Patrick as Samuel Ad-
ams Calvert; Shannon 
Weston as Lady Fergie 
Liscious; Liz Blais as 
Ivanka Mariemoff; Ar-
thur Hart as Sir Arthur 
Snacksalot; and Kathy 
Igou as Phoebe Bouffet.

Prime Meridian Bank 
was the premier Spon-
sor along with dona-
tions from Skip Young 
of the Family Funeral 
Home.

Proceeds were do-
nated to Palaver Tree 
Theater and the Wakul-
la High School Drama 
Department. 

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN

Moose murder mystery

Sponsored by : SHS Alumni

Tickets

available 

at the
door

Saturday, March 25 • 7 p.m.
Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

SopchoppyOpry.com

Call (850) 962-3711 for Tickets $15

Presents an evening with
WAYNE MARTIN 

& COUNTRY GOLD

� e “happy” couple Princess Cabernet Windex played by Tracey Guy and 
Samuel Adams Calvert played by Tyler Patrick.

Sir Arthur Snacksalot aka Arthur Hart casting shady hints about other cast 
members.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT!

WAKULLA TITLE CO. INC.
P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 • (850) 926-3934 • FAX (850) 926-1852

LEETRAILERSALES.NET   LEETRAILERSTORO.COM

3922 Crawfordville Rd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32305 

850 878-0788
Locally Owned and Operated • SALES • PARTS • REPAIRS

THEY’RE HERE!More Models, More Possibilities

Aluma Advantage

866-415-3285 AlumaKLM.com

Aluminum Trailers

Same Location
for 41 Years

Family Owned 
& Operated
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850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

HOUSEHOLD 

HAZARDOUS 

WASTE
“NOT ALL TRASH IS 

      CREATED EQUAL”

Saturday, April 29, 2023 
Wakulla Community Center • 9am-1pm 

or until capacity is met

318 Shadeville Rd., Crawfordville 
For Wakulla County Residential Households 
and Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators Only

(CESQG’s will be charged for disposal and must register by calling 850-926-7616 by April 21)

No need to wait for Amnesty Day, 
dispose of oil and e-scrap at the landfill now 

VISIT KWCB.ORG FOR 
MORE INFORMATION OR CALL 745-7111

Bulk Waste Service
1. Residential bulk items will be picked up on normal trash routes. Citizens do not have to schedule with Waste Pro. For residential bulk pick-up, place the items out with 

your trash can.
2. Waste Pro asks citizens to place out only 1-2 bulky items per week (not to exceed 2 yards (approximate size of a refrigerator)., as space on the trucks is limited.
3. Metal items still must be scheduled through Waste Pro, 850-926-7010.
4. Waste Pro still does not service yard waste or anything that is considered construction debris.
5. If residential bulk items are not picked up within three days of your regularly scheduled trash day, and no notice as to why has been given, contact the Wakulla County 

Public Works Department at 850-926-7616

The Landfi ll will accept the following items on Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 8-5 & Saturdays 8-3. • OIL – FREE DISPOSAL * E-scrap - FREE DISPOSAL * Recyclable Material – FREE DISPOSAL 
Tires - $10 off  rim, $15 on rim (NO BIG TIRES) * TIRES WILL NOT BE TAKEN AT THIS AMNESTY DAY • Free Curbside Bulk Pickup on 1st and 3rd Saturdays. • Call 926-7010 to schedule ahead of time. (up to 2 cubic feet) 

No Latex Paint * No Household Alkaline Batteries * No Oil * No Household Trash • Free disposal of oil at the landfi ll 
• Paint will be limited to 5 gallons per resident (Latex can be dried and put in trash) • Small electronics can be donated to Goodwill or deposited in your trash. 

• Household alkaline batteries need to be placed in a container and placed in your trash (i.e. milk jug, plastic bottle, etc.) 

What to bring to Household Hazardous Waste Day... 
Bring your household cleaners - such as oven cleaners, wood/metal cleaner or polishers, toilet bowl cleaners, disinfectants, drain openers. 
Automotive products - such as additives, solvents, refrigerants, starter fl uid, body putty, anti-freeze, gasoline, diesel, kerosene. 
Home Improvement Products - such as non-latex paints, paint thinner, paint stripper/remover, adhesives. 
Lawn & Garden Products - such as recyclable batteries (automotive batteries, lithium-ion batteries, button cell batteries, phone batteries, 
nickel batteries, battery packs, power tool batteries), herbicides, pesticides, fungicides, wood preserver. 
Miscellaneous Hazardous Items - such as nail polish remover, fl uorescents, photo developing chemicals, pool chemicals, aerosols/compressed 
gas, reactive materials. Televisions will be accepted at this time, but NO OLD TUBE TVs. 
Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce will be accepting presciptions and ammunition. Please note that they will not be taking sharps.

a
Wilderness Survival Class!

Topics include: fire making, shelter, tools, 
orienteering, water collection and more!

Saturday 25 March 2023
9:00 am- 3:00 pm

2426 Bloxham Cut Off Road 32327
Ages 10 and up (parents must accompany 

children under 16)

$35.00 per person/$60.00 couple

For more information call 850 294-9949

Free give aways! 
Hands on activities!

Cook your own lunch!

Mail a check addressed to:
Forke Conservation to 

PO Box 297, Crawfordville Fl 32326
Checks must be received by 22 March 2023
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If you would like to be a sponsor, please give us a call! 
Lion Buddy (850) 926-3473 • Lion Marc (850) 296-5555

 THANK You to Our

SPONSORS
AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

(850) 926-7487
G UARD ~ P LAN ~ I NVEST

Callaway Auto and Truck Repair
Tony 
& Linda 
Minichiello

Grace Embraced Ministries

  Crawfordville

 HOME 
CENTER

Locally Owned 
& Operated

Engineering & 
Construction
Engineering & 
Construction

Shepard Accounting
& Tax Service

M&L
Plumbing, Inc.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

CFC 1429327

WAKULLA TITLE CO. INC.
P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 • (850) 926-3934 • FAX (850) 926-1852

Joe Morgan

See any 
Lions Club 
member 

for tickets

20th
Annual

20th
Annual

St. Patrick’s Day FestivalSt. Patrick’s Day FestivalParadeParade
and

LOTS OF FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT 
AND VENDORS GALORE!
FOOD, ART, CRAFTS, CIVIC & INFORMATIONAL BOOTHS

Grand Marshal
Senator Corey Simon

Sponsored by 
the Crawfordville Lions Club Azalea Park, Crawfordville

Drawings throughout the dayDrawings throughout the day

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County 
Tax Collector

Wakulla Inn 
& Suites

FOOD N’ FILL #2

Shepard AccountingShepard Accounting

SAT. MARCH 18 2023

MORNING ACTIVITIES
9:30 am .....Parade Line-up
10 am ........PARADE 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 11AM - 3PM
PRESENTED BY ROCKULLA MUSIC STUDIO
& PERFORMANCE BY STUDIO 88

Tallahassee~Leon
Credit Union

A Division of Central Credit Union of Florida




