
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

A Crawfordv i l le 
man, James Crum, 
33, has been charged 
with allegedly trav-
eling to Alabama to 
have sex with a 6 or 
7-year-old child.

Crum was arrested 
in early December on 
the charges in Dale 
County, Ala.

The child’s moth-
er, Laura Edens, 29, 
was also arrested 
and charged and fac-
es charges of human 
trafficking.

A family member 
said that Edens was  

trafficking the child, 
who the family mem-
ber said is on the au-
tism spectrum and 
has Downs syndrome.

The Dale Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office 
thanked the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office 
and Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforce-
ment for assistance. 
I t  appears WCSO 
and FDLE executed 
a search warrant on 
Crum’s home in Craw-
fordville and seized 
some evidence in early 
December.

The Dale County 
Sheriff’s Office re-
ceived information 
from the Daleville, 
Ala., Department of 
Public Safety about 
the sexual abuse of a 
child and that prompt-
ed the investigation.

Crum is charged 
with traveling to meet 

a minor for unlawful 
sex acts, two counts 
of rape, two counts of 
sexual abuse of a child 
less than 12 years of 
age, and possession 
of child pornography.

Edens is charged 
with first-degree sod-
omy, two counts of 
sexual abuse of a child 
less than 12 years of 
age, and possession 
of child pornography.

The FBI is report-
edly involved in the 
case fueling specula-
tion that there could 
be additional charges 
from other jurisidic-
tions as well.

Worm Gruntin’ 
Festival is 
Saturday

Legion Taylor 
named Sunshine 

State Scholar

J a m e s  C r u m  o f  C r a w f o r d v i l l e  a l l e g e d l y  t r a v e l e d  t o  Al a b a m a  t o  h a v e  s e x  w i t h  c h i l d

1 7 6 - a c r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  n e a r  Pa r k  a n d  Br o o k f o r e s t  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  

� e 176-acre tract, above, with an extra 
parcel that residents worry is for access 
to Appaloosa Road. � e  circular lots at 

bottom are the Park subdivision. Turn to Page 6

S OPC HOPPY

“It’s a New Day”$ 1  
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Ou r 2 nd Y ear 1 4 th  I s s u e
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     & Operated
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School
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Staff Report

The 21st annual Worm Gruntin’ Festival in 
Sopchoppy is Saturday. 

The day kicks off with 1.4 mile Wiggle Worm 
Fun Run through Sopchoppy at 8 a.m. Regis-
tration begins at 7 a.m.

Opening remarks at 9 a.m. and vendors open.
The worm gruntin’ contest for kids 12 and 

younger will be held from 10:30 to 11:30, with 
a demonstration at 10:15. Kids need to sign up 
for the contest between 9:15 and 10:15.

There’s live music throughout the day. 
The festival concludes with the Worm Grunt-

ers’ Ball from 5:15 to 9 p.m.

Special to The Sun

Legion Taylor, a junior at Wakulla High 
School, has been selected as WHS’ 2022 
Sunshine State Scholar. 

He is one of only 103 juniors statewide to 
earn this award.

Each of Florida’s 
schoo l  d i s t r i c ts 
se lec t  the i r  top 
11th-grade student 
in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineer-
ing or Mathemat-
ics (STEM). Each 
scholar, along with 
their parents, will 
travel to Orlando 
for an extraordinary 
program designed 
to bring together 
scholars from around the state, connect 
them with employers that specialize in the 
STEM fields, and create a networking op-
portunity between the scholars and schools 
from Florida’s College and State University 
System.

The two-day program honors each scholar 
for their significant academic accomplish-
ments and celebrates the potential they 
represent for their communities and state. 
In addition to the honor the scholars receive 
from the Commissioner of Education, the 
Senior Chancellor and representatives from 
Florida’s colleges and universities meet with 
the students to discuss higher education 
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Lo w  C o u n t r y  
B o i l  i s  h e l d

Local man arrested for child rape 

Controversial development OK’d

Legion Taylor

James Crum

On Sunday, Panacea Waterfronts held a 
little di� erent event for the kids before 
Easter at Woolley Park – instead of a tra-
ditional Easter egg hunt, it was more of a 
Trunk-or-Treat type of event, where kids 
stopped by and got eggs. � ey also had 
fun playing in bubbles, above. Clerk of 
Courts Greg James was one of those giv-
ing out Easter eggs. (Photos by Gerald 
Brown)

EA S TER  C ELEB R A TION  IN  PA N A C EA

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

County commissioners voted 3-2 
to approve a comp plan change on 
176 acres from agricultural to Rural 
2 zoning, which would allow one 
home per acre with central water 
and sewer.

At the commission meeting on 
Monday, neighbors were voiceferous 
in their objections to the change, 
expressing concerns about pollution 
impacts on the aquifer and Wakulla 
Springs, traffic, wildlife – and espe-
cially the loss of their rural lifestyle.

Developer Robby Miller, president 
of Golden Construction, which is 
developing the project, has not indi-
cated his intentions or the specifics 
of the project. But it’s early in the 

process for Miller to show his plan.
As Commission Chair Ralph 

Thomas expressed to the residents 
in the audience before the meeting, 
what was before the commission to 
vote on was a very specific change 
of comp plan zoning. And Thomas 
checked off what the vote was not 
about: it’s not about trees, it’s not 
about the number of homes on the 
property, it’s not about septic tanks 
or sewer, not about how the land will 
be accessed or if it’s going through 
another neighborhood.

Commissioner Chuck Hess of-
fered his own clarification, saying 
it’s about the right to develop this  
piece of property. He stressed: “We 
can always turn this down.”

Thomas answered that the ques-
tion boiled down to a farm or homes.

A dozen residents spoke on the 
issue, most speaking adamantly 
against the change. Unusually, two 
of the speakers were sitting members 
of the planning commission – An-
drew Riddle and Chad Hanson. The 
planning commission voted against 
the comp plan change earlier in the 
process. 

Hanson urged commissioners to 
consider the impact on additional 
nitrates from the development on 
the aquifer.

Riddle, who chairs the planning 
commission and voted against the 
measure there, commented that 
“This is a travesty” – saying that it 
wasn’t clear what Miller’s plans are 
since there has yet to be a site plan. 
“It could be 170 homes, it could be 

PM
Thunderstorms
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Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Please 
Recycle

Ryan Nobles, 2nd grader at Medart Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Stan Ward

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: 
Ryan is the biggest helper to her teacher 
and classmates. She always follows school 
rules, is kind and smart. Her teacher Ms. 
Briggs says she can always count on a 
smile and hug from Ryan every morning!  

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

Red buckeye attracts hummingbirds, bees and butterfl ies.

Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Wild White Indigo
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 

and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Red buckeye (Aesculus pavia) is prized 
for its spring display of upright clusters 
of red flowers that attract hummingbirds, 
bees, and butterflies. A slow-grower, red 
buckeye seldom exceeds 25 ft tall and 10-20 
feet wide. Found in upland hardwood for-
ests, it prefers partial shade in moist well-
drained soil. This small native tree makes 
a striking specimen in a naturalized area 
or wildlife garden. Its interesting palmate 
leaves droop handsomely. Each large brown 
seed has a whitish scar said to give it the 
appearance of a deer’s eye, hence the name 
“buckeye.” Native Americans crushed the 
seeds and put them in water to stun fish for 
capture. The seeds are toxic if eaten. Some-
times called firecracker plant, red buckeye 
is blooming now along the woodland at Sop-
choppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

NEW LICENCE PLATE 
COMING SOON. 

This new license plate fea-
tures the slogan “Don’t Tread 
On Me” accompanied by a black coiled rattlesnake over 
a yellow bac ground. unds from t e plate will bene it 
the Florida Veterans Foundation. 
Currently this plate is not in stock as we are awaiting 

arrival of the plates from the state. If you would like to 
pre order then please complete the 0 dollar purchase 
and you will be placed on the waiting list.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

Sandra Steward MA 58344

850-745-6422
info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville
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opportunities avail-
able to them in Flor-
ida. This includes 
workshops for college 
applications and in-
formational sessions 
on college funding for 
students and their 
parents! The 2022-
23 Sunshine State 
Scholars program will 
be held April 13 to 
April 15 in Orlando.

Legion was chosen 
by a WHS commit-
tee for his outstand-
ing academic record, 
his interest in math 
and science, plus his 
impressive ACT and 
Advanced Placement 
(AP) scores. After 

graduating, he plans 
to attend a post-sec-
ondary institution, 
like Florida State or 
the University of Flor-
ida.

Taylor, who showed 
an early affinity for 
math and science, 
began high school 
courses in middle 
school. Currently en-
rolled in the tough-
est math and science 
courses at WHS, Le-
gion is studying Ad-
vanced Placement 
Calculus and Envi-
ronmental Science, 
alongside dual enroll-
ment courses Intro to 
Lit and British Liter-
ature. Additionally, 
he has excelled as a 

member of Wakulla 
High’s Engineering 
academy.

Susan Bistrican, 
Legion’s dual en-
rollment instructor 
through Tallahassee 
Community College, 
calls him a “power-
house of a student 
who simultaneously 
maintains his humil-
ity.”  She says of his 
work ethic, “He com-
pletes all his work 
with thoughtful and 
thorough consider-
ation, but he also 
really cares about 
what he is learning, 
regardless of grades.”

A  w e l l - r o u n d -
ed student, Taylor 
is a member of the 

Wakulla High School 
Brain Brawl team and 
a weekly volunteer at 
the Wakulla County 
Public Library. 

Taylor is the son 
of William and Karen 
Taylor. 

“As one of our own 
who attended both 
Shadeville and Riv-
ersink Elementary, 
Riversprings Mid-
dle School, and now 
Wakulla High School, 
we are so proud of ev-
erything that Legion 
has accomplished 
and continue to look 
forward to following 
his success in his 
chosen field,” said 
Superintendent Bob-
by Pearce.

Brianna Ly, the class of 2023 salutatorian, and Haley 
Taylor, the class valedictiorian, with checks on Tuesday.

3 earn certi�cation, license

Legion Taylor is Sunshine State Scholar

Special to The Sun

On Tuesday, April 11, 
the Wakulla County His-
torical Society will pres-
ent the third program in 
a series on Old General 
Stores. This program will 
be held at 4:30 p.m. at 
the Wakulla County Pub-
lic Library, 4330 Craw-
fordville Hwy, Crawford-
ville. The public is invited 
to attend.

Stores we will feature 
this month will include: 
Vause’s Store in Pana-
cea presented by Jeanie 
Vause Crum and Eugene 
Vause; Mac’s Store in Me-
dart presented by Murray 
McLaughlin; and Alexan-
der’s Store located half-
way between Shadeville 
and Crawfordville pre-
sented by Calvin Pearce. 
This promises to be an-
other really good program 

that everyone will enjoy.
After we hear about 

these three stores, we 
will have a time for peo-
ple in the audience to 
share a memory or two 
about any old general 
store in Wakulla County, 
especially those stores we 
have not already heard 
about in previous pro-
grams. 

This series on Old Gen-
eral Stores has been very 

interesting and everyone 
has really enjoyed re-
membering these times 
when locally owned gen-
eral stores were in every 
community.  

Mark your calendar 
and make plans to attend 
and learn more about 
Wakulla County’s histo-
ry. For more information 
call 850-926-1110.

Special to The Sun
 
On March 29, 2023, 

three people in the 
Property Appraiser’s 
office earned addition-
al designations. These 
designations are the 
culmination of hun-
dreds of hours of train-
ing and experience.

The Florida Depart-
ment of Revenue (DOR) 
designated Ed Brimner 
as a Certified Property 
Appraiser and Chuck 
Turner as a Certified 
Florida Evaluator. Jeff 

Stafford completed the 
training to become a 
Licensed Appraiser 
Trainee in the State of 
Florida.  Mr. Stafford 
is also training to be-
come a Certified Flori-
da Evaluator.

Ed Brimner encour-
ages every person in 
the office to contin-
ue their professional 
education so service 
to Wakulla County 
citizens can continue 
to improve. DOR has 
several designations 
available for property 
appraiser employees 
after they complete 
required training and 
the required time on 
the job.

PU BLI C  NOTI C ES:  
F o r o u r readers’  co n v en ien ce,  The W ak u lla S u n  

pro v ides this P u blic N o tice S ectio n  f o r all P u blic 
N o tices n o t pu blished in  the L eg al N o tice sectio n  

o f  the n ew spaper.

Shell Point 
man catches 
big red�sh

Rotary gives 
checks to 

Honor Court
The Rotary Club of Wakulla donated checks 

for all 20 members of the Wakulla High School 
Class of 2023 Honor Court last week.

The $100 checks are offered as a clothing 
allowance so that members have a nice outfit 
to the Honor Court Banquet.

Rotary Club has done this over the past sev-
eral years in an effort to support those members 
of the Honor Court who may not have enough 
money for new shoes or other item of clothing 
for the Honor Court Banquet. 

Reuben Cochran of Shell Point resident 
caught this 33-inch redfish on March 29.

Program on general stores continues

The Sun is your local source for news.

THE C I TY OF  ST. M ARK S 
C HANGE OF  HOU RS OF  

OPERATI ON EF F EC TI V E

P ur sui t to c ity com m ission vot e on M arch 
9, 2023, t he S t M arks  C ity H all w ill be 

clos ed on M onda y’ s starting:

M onda y, April 3, 2023 
he ity of t ar s office hours ill be:
Tue sday- F riday 9: 00 am  – 12: 00 pm  &  

1: 00 pm  – 4: 30 pm

C ity of  S t M arks
788 P or t L eon D rive
S t M arks  F L   32355

850- 925- 6224 
March 30, April 6, 2023

BASEBALL

War Eagles improve to 7-7

By KEITH ANDERSON
WHS Baseball Coach

The Wakulla War 
Eagles Varsity Base-
ball team won 2 of 3 
games this week to 
improve to 7-7 on the 
year.

The War Eagles took 
a tough loss against 
North Florida Chris-
tian on Wednesday. 
Wakulla took a 6-3 
lead into the 6th in-
ning, but couldn’t hold 
the Eagles from taking 
the lead. The War Ea-
gles bounced back in 
the seventh leaving the 
tying run at the plate 
to lose with a final 
score of 12-8. 

Star ter  Leaston 

Spears gave a strong 
outing throwing 5 in-
nings giving up 2 hits 
and 3 runs with 4 
strikeouts. Hayden 
Wright, Owen Klees, 
and Jesse Nazworth 
each pitched in relief. 

The War Eagles 
swung the bat well, 
pounding out 11 hits 
to NFC’s 8 hits. Brady 
Crum kept his hot bat 
going having a 4-4 
day. Garrett Veltkamp 
and Reid Joyner had 
2 hits a piece. Josi-
ah Pierini and Parker 
Lawhon also added a 
hit. Colby Zinser had 
a 2 run triple with 3 
RBIs on the day.

T h e  W a r  E a -
gles bounced back 
on Thursday with a 
big win over a 10-3 
Blountstown team. 

The War Eagles once 
again brought out the 
bats with 14 hits and 
eventually won the 
game 16-6. Freshman 
Owen Klees led the of-

fensive onslaught with 
a perfect 4-4 day with 
3 RBIs. 

Garrett Veltkamp, 
Leaston Spears, Reid 
Joyner ,  and Sam 
Bruce each had 2 hits. 
Parker Lawhon and 
Colby Zinser had a hit 
a piece. Josiah Pierini 
had 4 RBIs on the day. 
Starting pitcher Gavin 
Estep threw 4 and 2/3 
innings scattering 6 
hits and 3 strikeouts. 

Sophomore Hayden 
Wright came on in 
relief throwing 1 and 
a third innings giving 
up only 1 run with 2 
strikeouts. 

Brady Crum had an 
outstanding game be-
hind the plate throw-
ing out 3 runners. 

On Friday, March 
31st, the War Eagles 
traveled to Florida 
High for their third 
game in 3 days and 
it proved to be a good 
one. The War Eagles 
won a close one 6-5 

behind a solid per-
formance by starting 
pitcher Reid Joyner. 
He took the War Ea-
gles into the 5th in-
ning, giving up only 3 
hits and striking out 3. 

Hayden Wright was 
outstanding in relief 
finishing the game 
surrendering 2 hits 
and 1 run while strik-
ing out 2. 

Garrett Veltkamp 
drove in what would 
prove to be the win-
ning run. Brady Crum 
had a hit and an RBI. 
Owen Klees had 2 hits. 
Parker Lawhon, Colby 
Zinser, Reid Joyner, 
and Garrett Veltkamp 
all had singles. 

The game ended in 
dramatic fashion in 
the bottom of the 7th 
when the tying run-
ner tried to steal sec-
ond and Brady Crum’s 
throw was on the mon-
ey to nail the base 
stealer.

Ed Brimner, Je� Sta�ord 
and Chuck Turner of 

the property appraiser’s 
o�ce.
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“It’s A New Day!”

LETTER S FR OM  R EA DER S

Editor, The Sun:

I’m responding to Mr. Robert Fran-
co’s Letter to the Editor of March 6th. 
2023 of the excellent Wakulla Sun 
newspaper. I thank him for what he 
had to say and he is correct in every 
regard. 

First off, I want to say that we have 
finally got our act together. I would ad-
vise county authorities to gather their 
legal eagles because a storm is about 
to erupt. This time it will not be a 
slanted view of the happenings at the 
Wakulla County Airport on May 2nd, 
2019, specifically my part in that hap-
pening for which I had nothing to do 
with other than to take injury photos 
of the victim, Randall John Dick. 

I have been studying this entire so-
called investigation of the strangula-
tion, abandonment and unbelievably, 
interrogation by the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office detective division, of 
my good friend Randall John Dick. 
He was strangled yet he was treated 
as the criminal. He was strangled to 
unconsciousness to within 1 to 3 sec-
onds of his life by Steven Paul Fults. 
He was dragged from his truck, stran-
gled, and left for dead on the hot and 
gravel-strewn asphalt of early May 
2019, in front of his own hangar.  The 
WCSO officials who signed off on the 
most ridiculous, malfeasance-rid-
dled, and incompetent investigation in 
Florida history should be ashamed of 
themselves. 

As for me, I am publishing, in book 
form, the entire travesty of justice and 
the crime of evidence tampering per-
petrated by the WCSO on this case. I 
keep delaying as more details are ex-
amined but I expect publication in late 
May to mid-June. The title, which I’ve 
changed several times, will be “43:41”. 
Those numbers represent the total 
investigative time as set by a WCSO 
911 dispatcher. Now, imagine if your 
son, daughter, wife, brother etc. had 
been strangled and left for dead by our 
county airport manager, would you 
be upset? I have to think that upset 
would be an utter understatement to 
you.

Mr. Fults, from his March through 
Georgia at Lake Ellen, with an ongoing 
lawsuit against the county over it, is 
still the airport manager. Their Man of 
Tight Grip is a walking disaster area. 
Two Commissioners, Chuck Hess and 
Mike Stewart, in late 2019, and not 
long after the strangulation, recom-
mended his firing to County Adminis-
trator David Edwards. No dice.

Mr. Fults’ slash, burn, finagle, 
and strangle managerial policy at the 
Wakulla County Airport, was also 
recommended to be fired by our own 
County Attorney Heather Encinosa in 
December of 2022. This was possibly 
over the Lake Ellen fence dispute, still 
ongoing. Attorney Encinosa’s counsel 
to Administrator David Edwards to 
fire Fults was also denied.

What exactly is this unholy alliance 
between Edwards and Fults? Most im-
portantly, what is that shady-seeming 
association between the two, costing 
the taxpayers of Wakulla County? 
Commissioner Ralph Thomas, in a 
text with State Rep. Jason Shoaf, stat-
ed “Fults is costing the county a lot of 

money.” Whose money? The taxpayer? 
Of course, yet the association contin-
ues.

As for Mr. Franco, the rotor down-
wash from an Osprey aircraft at hover 
is 95 mph. That’s a Cat 2 hurricane. 
That aircraft has no business at the 
airport and neither does the 17,000 
pounds of a Polish-built Sky Truck 
aircraft. They rut up the runway and 
perform dangerous takeoffs for which 
I and two others witnessed. The peo-
ple and homes on Surf Road do realize 
they are in danger but their letters etc. 
have had no effect on stopping any of 
this unnecessary activity.  The mil-
itary is scared of my 18-inch plastic 
drone. 

Fults who flies Remote Control air-
craft, almost the size of a real aircraft, 
in the middle of the runway, filed a 
complaint with the WCSO. It was given 
a case number. It was because of my 
drone hovering near his favorite mili-
tary pals in their Sky Truck. He stated 
that he had to shut down the airport. 
Are you kidding me, Mr. Fults? My 
drone, at a 50-foot GPS hover, could 
sit there for years and nobody would 
hit it. I never heard anything from 
WCSO about my case number and 
just recently found out about this re-
port. Thank you for ignoring it WCSO. 
You’ve done something correctly.

The military does not own or con-
tribute monetarily to our airport Fults. 
This practice activity of our military 
can be performed elsewhere. It can 
also be simulated at their own facil-
ities. Using heavy, complex aircraft 
to practice in a civilian environment 
surrounded by homes, children, etc. 
is very much not a good idea and can 
eventually result in a crash to homes 
with deaths. Not only do you not know 
what you’re doing, Fults, but your un-
necessary accommodation with your 
pals could also get innocent people 
killed. 

I have nothing against the military. 
My brother was a retired Lt. Colonel 
in the U.S. Air Force. My service was 
3 tours in South Vietnam as a Na-
vy-trained salvage diver. We recov-
ered bodies and pieces of bodies in the 
most dangerous rivers in the world. 
The Saigon, Mekong and their tribu-
taries. 

It overwhelms me that a strangu-
lation to near-death occurred and 
nothing, absolutely nothing, was done 
about it. My input and my photo proof 
of this serious crime and near tragedy 
was even ridiculed by former detective 
Ross Hasty. State investigator Chris 
Lee was shown my photos taken with-
in five minutes after my arrival at the 
hangar. After viewing my photos and 
speaking with us personally, investi-
gator Lee stated two things. “That was 
malfeasance on the part of the Wakul-
la County Sheriff’s Office” and “The 
marks on your back, prove you were 
drug.” Would he admit that in court? 
He’s an honest guy but I highly doubt 
he’d muddy the waters in his close as-
sociation with WCSO.

Stay tuned to the Wakulla Sun, Mr. 
Franco. The storm is on the horizon.

Bill Catalina
Crawfordville

Airport Accounting and importance of statistics

Calendar of events for the week of April 6
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By GREG JAMES

Hello from the Clerk’s 
Office! Have you ever read 
the County’s annual com-
prehensive financial re-
port (ACFR)? Yeah, I didn’t 
think so since last year 
(FY20-21) it was 314 pages 
long! 

You might ask why we 
write such a long report 
about the finances of the 
County every year if no one 
ever reads it! Well, there 
are a number of reasons 
including:

• The Florida Statutes 
require this comprehensive 
annual report.

• The Governmental Ac-
counting Standards Board 
(GASB) require an annual 
comprehensive report.

• ndustry experts ac-
tually read these annual 
reports. The reports help 
credit lenders, bond coun-
sel, grant agencies and 
others ascertain the finan-
cial condition of the Coun-
ty.

Each year we summa-
rize the lengthy annual re-
port into a shorter version 
call the “Popular Annual 
Financial Report” (PAFR). 
It can be downloaded  at 
wakullaclerk.org/coun-
ty-financial-reports/ under 
the same title, “Popular 
Annual Financial Report”. 
This report summariz-
es 314 pages of financial 
information into 27 pag-
es – still a long read! This 
report summarizes boring 
financial reports into easy-
to-read pie charts and bar 
graphs. We also use these 
types of charts extensive-
ly in our annual Revenue 
Monitoring Report, annual 
Investment report, annu-
al Debt report and others. 
These reports can be found 
at the same link mentioned 

above.
Statistics have become 

an increasingly important 
part of our accounting de-
partment. With the help of 
statistical methods, we are 
able to better understand 
and better explain finan-
cial information. This in 
turn helps us provide more 
accurate advice and the 
County make better finan-
cial decisions. Statistics 
allow accountants to look 
at financial data in a dif-
ferent way. By using statis-
tical data, we can analyze 
the data to identify trends, 
patterns, and relationships 
that would otherwise be 
difficult to detect. This can 
help us make predictions 
about future financial per-
formance and make more 
informed decisions. 

For example, we can 
use statistical methods 
to analyze past financial 
data to identify trends in 
revenues as well as Coun-
ty spending. This can help 
the County forecast future 
revenues and expenses 
and plan accordingly. Sim-
ilarly, we can use statisti-
cal methods to analyze fi-
nancial data from different 
departments and find out 
how efficient each depart-
ment is. We can also use 
statistical methods to an-
alyze financial data from 
different counties around 
the State for comparison. 
This can help the County 
better understand the dif-
ferences between counties 
and identify opportunities 
for growth or to do things a 
little differently. Moreover, 
statistical methods can be 
used to evaluate the per-
formance of financial in-
struments. This helps us 
identify which investments 
are performing well and 
which ones are not. This 
can be used to make deci-
sions about where to invest 
or what financial instru-
ments to buy or sell. Over-
all, the use of statistics in 
accounting is becoming 
increasingly important. By 
utilizing statistical meth-
ods, we can better under-
stand financial data and 
use this information to 
make more informed de-
cisions. This can help us 

provide better advice and 
make better decisions for 
our citizens.

This year we will begin 
using another form of sta-
tistics – financial ratios. 
Financial ratios are used 
to compare different finan-
cial figures. This includes 
comparing different types 
of income and expenses, 
comparing how much debt 
we have, and comparing 
the profitability of various 
funds. By analyzing finan-
cial ratios, we can iden-
tify where the County is 
strong and where it needs 
to improve. For example, 
the debt-to-equity ratio 
is used to measure how 
much debt a county has 
compared to its equity. A 
higher debt-to-equity ratio 
indicates that a county is 
more leveraged and may be 
at greater risk of a financial 
crisis. Analyzing this ratio 
can also help us make bet-
ter decisions about invest-
ments or financing. 

Other financial ratios 
include liquidity ratios 
such as the current ratio, 
quick ratio, and fund bal-
ance ratio; solvency ratios 
such as the operating ratio 
and long-term liability ra-
tio; debt service ratios such 
as the debt-to-equity ratio 
and debt service coverage 
ratio; and demographic ra-
tios (based on per capita) 
such as the revenue per 
capita ratio and the ex-
penses per capita ratios. 
These ratios, together, can 
be used to measure the fi-
nancial health of a county. 
By analyzing these ratios, 
we can identify potential 
problems and take correc-
tive action early. 

These financial ratios 
will be monitored monthly, 
reported to County man-
agement monthly and pub-
lished as part of our annu-
al PAFR report each year. 

As always, if you have 
any questions about our fi-
nancial reporting or Coun-
ty finances, please call me 
(850-926-0325) or our ac-
counting and finance de-
partment (850-926-0349).

Greg James is Wakulla 
County Clerk of Court and 
Comptroller.

FROM THE CLERK OF COURTS
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ RAY GRAY

“ Th e  f o o d  i s  
w o n d e r f u l ,  b u t  I  
t h i n k  i t ’ s  s e e i n g  

e v e r y o n e . ”

C ARL THOM AS

“ Se e i n g  a l l  t h e  
f r i e n d s  a n d  

f a m i l y . ”

Po l l e d  a t  t h e  w a k u l l a  c h a m b e r  l o w  c o u n t r y  b o i l :

DOLLY M I TC HELL
PARK S &  F AC I LI TI ES

his is my fi rst. 
Th e  l an d s c ap e  
at  t h e  f ar m  an d  
t h e  s m e l l  of  t h e  

f ood .”

“T h e  f ood  an d  t h e  
at m os p h e r e . S e e i n g s o 
m an y p e op l e  f r om  t h e  
c om m u n i t y an d  p e op l e  
you  h avn ’ t  s e e n  s i n c e  

h i gh  s c h ool .”

JE SSI E YARBROU GH

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

C HU C K  TU RNER
PROPERTY APPRAI SER’ S 

OF F I C E

“T h e  s h r i m p ”

What is your favorite thing about the low country boil?

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

I am seriously revelling in Spring 
right now. I tend to waffle between 
Spring and Autumn as to which season 
is my favorite, and right now Spring is 
winning. My dead- looking garden has 
erupted into a lush, green jungle, and 
tender buds are finally free from the 
threat of frost (I hope!).

 The fragrance of jasmine and mag-
nolias fill the dusky, evening air, along 
with the scent of what I call “green”. 
Everything is fresh and refreshed, and 
just plain wonderful. It just doesn’t last 
long enough.

Happily, it all coincides with Easter 
and Passover, when we celebrate resur-
rection and liberation.

 The soul can’t help but smile ev-
eryday as we approach the cumu-
lation of Lent and the Risen Lord, all 
while watching the world renew itself in 
amazing beauty and life. 

On April 6th, the Wakulla U.M.C. will 
host a contemplative Maundy Thursday 
service at 6 p.m., with communion and 
fellowship. On Easter Sunday morning 
there will be a 7 a.m. Sonrise service 
followed by a covered-dish breakfast in 
the fellowship hall. There  will also be 
a 10 a.m. service in the sanctuary fol-
lowing breakfast. Everyone is invited to 

join us for this celebration. I hope you 
can make it!

I continue my campaign to con-
vince FDOT to reduce the speed limits 
in Wakulla Station. In early May, my 
neighbors and I are attending a meet-
ing to ask, again, for a reconsideration 
of our request to reduce limits to 35 
and 45 mph, instead of the current 
45 and 55 mph. Before the road was 
re-paved, the limit was 35 mph all the 
way to Jerry’s Bait ‘n Tackle, and folks 
still drove too fast. Now, it’s insane how 
fast some people speed through OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD.

My grateful thanks to everyone who 
has held my family prayer and love 
during this difficult time. My dad joined 
my mother on the March 25th, just a 
few weeks short of his 91st birthday. 

What an amazing 70-plus years  they 
shared, may they rise in glory.

Please continue to remember the 
Carter family in your prayers, as well 
as the Allen family, the Kendrick fami-
ly, the Sloane-Peacock family, and the 
Turner family. Little Sebastian Mosely 
continues to await a heart transplant 
at Shands, and his parents covet your 
prayers for him and their family during 
this stressful time.

Traveling mercies are requested as 
the Odyssey of the Mind contestants  
prepare to drive to Orlando for the 
State competition. Wakulla County is 
sending several teams to compete, and 
this will be an excellent learning experi-
ence for all of our students. I can’t wait 
to hear all about their adventures.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Christ’s ressurection guarantees 
victory over death for all believers. 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26 Now is Christ 
risen from the dead , and become the 
first fruits of them that slept. For since 
by man came death by man came also 
the ressurection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.

1Corinthians 15:45 So it is written, 
the first man Adam was made a living 
soul, the last man was made a quick-
ening spirit.

Our bodies bear the functionality of 
a corrupt physical world. But one day 
we will be healed, restored and trans-
formed.

So we value the physical body to-
day ministering with compassion to 
the physical needs of others. We are 

reminded that one day we will experi-
ence the perfect and incorruptible, and 
we can share this hope with those who 
suffer today.

1Corinthians 15:50 Now this I say, 
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the Kingdom of God, neither 
doth corruption inherit corruption.

There are many opinions about the 
afterlife in ouor fallen world. People are 
seeking answers in all kinds of wrong 
places. As believers, we have the op-
portunity to offer words of truth and 
hope to hungry souls. This Holy Week, 

pray that God gives you opportunity to 
share the risen Christ with someone 
who needs to hear it. 

Take time to call or reach out to 
someone who grieves the death of a 
loved one.

Have a blessed Easter and know that 
the suffering of Christ secures victory 
over sin.

Our prayers and concern goes out to 
all the sick and shut-in, those in hospi-
tals, nursing homes, prison, the home-
less, and everyone in need of help.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Activity reported for the week of 
March 24 to 30:

FRIDAY, MARCH 24

• mily Giddens reported William 
Porter broke her cell phone. Giddens 
stated Porter believed she was tak-
ing his picture while smoking drugs. 
Giddens stated Porter grabbed the 
phone and bent it until the phone 
broke. Contact was made with Por-
ter who stated he accidently stepped 
on the phone while exiting the resi-
dence. Due to conflicting statements 
on how the phone was damaged, a 
report was written for informational 
purposes. Deputy Dakota Haddock 
investigated.

SATURDAY, MARCH 25

• Ryan Conner called to report he 
found an unexploded ordinance in 
the forest near Lost Creek. Lt. Steve 
Smith responded and determined 
the device to a 105mm round from 
around World War II. The scene was 
turned over to the Fire Marshal and 
the ordinance was disposed of.

• Deputy Stripling responded to 
364 Floyd Gray Road in reference to 
the report of criminal mischief. The 
complainant stated someone drove 
into her yard and did donuts. She 
pointed out damage on the rear of 
her car that might have been caused 
by flying debris. S

SUNDAY, MARCH 26

• Deputy Grove responded to 1584 
Old Woodville Road in reference to 
the report of someone disturbing a 
church service. Upon arrival Donna 

Noltee advised, she and her long-time 
friend John Reinhart had an argu-
ment at the church. Noltee said she 
asked Reinhart to return the phone 
she let him use. After an extensive 
investigation, Reinhart was arrested 
for theft.

• Deputy Don e some respond-
ed to Hunters Trace in reference to 
the theft of two dirt bikes. The vic-
tim reported his KTM-300 and Hon-
da 150cc motorcycles were taken of 
shed between March 24 and March 
26. This case has been sent to detec-
tives for further investigation. 

• Deputy Dakota Haddock con-
ducted a traffic stop on Spring Creek 
Highway for faulty equipment. Dep-
uty Haddock determined the driv-
er to have a suspended license and 
the driver was placed under arrest. 
During an inventory of the vehicle 
for tow, a small amount of marijua-
na and paraphernalia was seized for 
destruction.

MONDAY, MARCH 27

• Joshua ngle reported being in 
an altercation at the Stop & Save at 
1497 Bloxham Cutoff. Engle advised 
while getting petitions signed by pa-
trons coming into the store, a un-
known white male approached him 
and started punching him in his face. 
An additional white male exited the 
vehicle and appeared to be headed 
towards him and the unknown sub-
ject. Seeing this, Engle attempted to 
defend himself using a machete from 
his backpack. The two male subjects 
left the scene prior to deputies arriv-
ing. Video footage of this incident is 
available and has been obtained by 
investigators. This case has been 

sent to detectives for further inves-
tigation. Deputy Rudolph Hinson in-
vestigated.

TUESDAY, MARCH 28

• Deputy Arturo Cordoba respond-
ed to 2160 Crawfordville Hwy., in ref-
erence to a theft complaint. Upon ar-
rival Deputy Cordoba made contact 
with Gene Ricks, who advised some-
one went into his truck and stole a 
pouch containing his medication and 
some cash. This case has been sent 
to detectives for further investigation. 

• Sgt. Ronald Mitchell responded 
to Windsong Circle in reference to a 
stolen firearm complaint. Upon ar-
rival Sgt. Mitchell made contact with 
John Jay, who advised he had mis-
placed his Glock 19 and now believes 
someone might have stolen it. Jay 
advised it has been 3 weeks since he 
had last seen the firearm. The fire-
arm was entered into NCIC/FCIC as 
stolen. This case has been sent to de-
tectives for further investigation. 

• Deputy endrick Gavin conduct-
ed a traffic stop at Coastal Hwy. and 
Hwy. 319. The driver, Denny David-
son, did not have a valid driver’s li-
cense. Davidson had one prior charge 
of driving while license suspended or 
revoked (DWLSR). Davidson was ar-
rested and transported to the Wakul-
la County Jail.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29 

• Deputy Heather Will responded 
to the lobby of the Sheriff’s Office 
in reference to a theft. Upon arrival 
Deputy Will made contact with Hel-
en Reese, who stated part of her wa-
ter pump from her new construction 
home was stolen. Helen stated she 
obtained images of the unknown sus-
pect and provided them for evidence. 

This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation.

• Deputy Michelle Stripling re-
sponded to Bream Fountain Road in 
reference to a report of a battery. The 
victim reported being dragged out of 
a vehicle by her neck. The suspect, 
Francis Chmielewski left the scene 
prior to Deputy Stripling’s arrival. 
He was located by Deputy Jake Scott 
near St. Marks and placed under ar-
rest for battery.

THURSDAY, MARCH 24

• Deputy Todd ent conducted 
a traffic stop on a vehicle for faulty 
equipment. The driver and sole occu-
pant was identified as Tony Roberts. 
Further investigation revealed Rob-
erts did not possess a valid driver’s 
license. Roberts was placed under 
arrest and transported to the jail. 

• A sub ect identified as Brandon 
Dawson was discovered attempting 
to pass a worthless check at a local 
bank. Dawson was located in the lob-
by of the bank by deputies. Dawson 
was taken into custody and trans-
ported to the jail. Deputy William 
Bennet and James Williams investi-
gated.

• Deputies responded to Dux in 
reference to a physical altercation. 
Upon arrival deputies made contact 
with David Michael Gibson in the 
parking lot. Gibson was highly intox-
icated and belligerent. The bartender 
completed a sworn affidavit stating 
Gibson refused to leave when asked 
to do so. She said when the bouncer 
tried to force Gibson out the door he 
resisted. Gibson was subsequently 
arrested for Disorderly Intoxication. 

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report
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From Front Page

90,” he said. “There is a 
process. We need to fol-
low the process.”

One objection heard 
repeatedly is that a 2-acre 
parcel on Appaloosa Road 
would be used as an 
access point to the new 
development – which res-
idents of that area com-
plained would change 
their rural area into a 
“suburb.”

One resident, Cliff 
Hancock, who lives in 
that area, said he would 
remove all objections if 
the commission could tell 

him there was no possi-
bility of that happening. 
(Miller has not presented 
his site or plat plans, so 
there is not yet any indi-
cation of how the land will 
be accessed.)

Ultimately, Hess and 
Commiss ioner  Mike 
Kemp voted against the 
change. Kemp noted he 
supported an earlier ver-
sion that would have seen 
one home per two acres – 
but the state rejected that 
because the development 
would have been on sep-
tic tanks – and the state 
is spending tens of mil-
lions of dollars in Wakulla 

County to remove septic 
tanks. Miller then came 
back with the current 
proposal to commit to wa-
ter and sewer and paved 
roads in exchange for the 
higher density.

Kemp drew the line 
at the higher density, 
though. “I just cannot 
support this particular is-
sue,” he said, which drew 
applause from the crowd.

Hess checked off a list 
of eight reasons not to 
vote for the change in-
cluding that neighbors 
oppose it because they 
would lose their rural life-
style; the number of cars 
it would add to neigh-
borhood streets;  and 
the planning commission 

turned it down.
Thomas and com-

missioners Fred Nichols 
and Quincee Messer-
smith voted for it, which 
seemed to stun some in 
the crowd. 

A subsequent item, 
to approve a developer’s 
agreement in which Miller 
agreed to provide central 
water and sewer  for the 
project also passed 3-2.

Hess complained about 
the project and access to 
the property, and Mess-
ersmith asked Hess if he 
had asked Miller about 
his plans for the property.

“No,” Hess said.
“Thank you,” Messer-

smith answered.

Controversial development

By MARJ LAW

Joe and I are at Bass 
Pro, looking at 9mm 
ammunition.

“Hey, aren’t you the 
little lady who writes 
for the paper about 
guns?” asks a guy who 
has been perusing the 
same shelves.

“Well, yes, thank 
you,” I reply, not quite 
certain how to respond.

“Finding 9mm bul-
lets?” he asks.

“Yep.” Looks like 
we’re both pricing am-
munition.

“Can’t do any better 
than these 115-grain 
bullets,” he advises, 
pulling a box away 
from the rest.

“You prefer 115s for 
your gun?” I ask.

“Can’t do wrong with 
them. They’re the best.”

“Why?” I wonder.
“Ever notice that if 

you can’t find any other 
bullets, you can usu-
ally find the 115-grain 
ones?” he asks. “That’s 
because people want 
them. Stores know to 
stock the best bullets.”

As he goes off, Joe 
and I pick up boxes of 
115-grain, 124-grain 
and 147-grain rounds. 
The different num-
bers are the weight of 
the bullet within the 
round. The round is 
composed of two visible 
parts: a casing, which 
is often brass, and a 
projectile, which is the 
bullet. 

Today, we plan to 

shoot two guns, com-
paring how well they 
do with different am-
munition.

When we reach the 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office range, we 
sign in at the desk.

“What are you shoot-
ing today?” asks one 
of our friends who is a 
deputy there.

“We’re shooting the 
Springfield XDM com-
petition model with a 5 
1/4-inch barrel against 
a Heckler and Koch 
VP9 match gun with a 
6-inch barrel. We want 
to see which ammuni-
tion the guns prefer.”

“It will depend on 
the gun,” he advises. 
“While some guns like 
one weight of ammuni-
tion, other guns shoot 
a tighter grouping with 
another weight.”

We’ve noticed this. 
Joe has a P226 Sig Sau-
er which he says does 
best with 147-grain 
rounds. A couple years 
ago, we had shot a few 
handguns. Those all 
had seemed to shoot 
best with 124-grain 
rounds. But that was 
a while ago and we’re 
ready to try again. Will 
both guns prefer the 
124s?

To compare the XDM 
and the VP9, we agree 
to shoot four rounds 
each of the three differ-

ent weights.
Let me just state that 

the XDM has a red dot 
on it. The VP9 has the 
original sights. Joe as-
sures me that this will 
not affect the compar-
ison.

“The accuracy of the 
weight of the bullets 
has to do with barrel, 
barrel length and the 
rifling; not sights. Ac-
curacy with or without 
sights depends on the 
shooter. Not the gun.”

We put up three 
sticky-back targets and 
begin with the XDM. 

Joe shoots his four 
115 rounds into the 
right-hand target. Then 
I shoot my four into the 
same target.

The  r i ght  targe t 
(115s) has scattered 
holes: none near the 
bullseye. One round 
has even hit the circle 
above the target we’ve 
placed! Three holes 
are tight at about 11 
o’clock, and the other 
three are clearly visible 
against the black tar-
get. If we were afraid for 
our lives and shooting 
at Mr. Bad, yes, these 
would be good shots. 
But for target shooting? 
Not the best.

Now we’ve loaded 
the XDM with 124s 
and we’re aiming at the 
middle target. Better 
shooting!

One bullseye and 
six shots in the 8 and 
9 rings. Where the 8th 
shot went, well, who 
knows? Must have 
been an “oops” shot. 
With control, however, 
the 124-grain bullets 
have a nice grouping 
close to the center of 
the target. 

You can see five ob-
vious holes in the 7, 
8, and 9 rings of the 
left-hand target where 
we used 147-grain bul-
lets. Less easy to see 
are three holes on the 
outer perimeter. While 
these holes were less 
scattered than on the 
115 target, the results 
are much better on the 
124 target than on this 
one.

The XDM likes the 
124 grains best.

Does the VP9 prefer 
them too?

We call Cold! and 
walk down to the tar-
gets. Instead of putting 
up new ones (those 
sticky back targets get 
kind of expensive), we 
put black dots over the 
holes we’ve made.

Back with a Hot! 
range, we load the VP9 
with 8 rounds: 4 for Joe 
and 4 for me.

With some imagina-
tion, you could argue 
that one bullet touch-
es the x-ring on the 
115 target. Barely. 6 

other bullets have hit 
the target. If you look 
closely, 2 of the hits are 
doubles. The last one 
did make the x-ring. 
But not on the correct 
target. It’s on the big 
white x of the center 
backing!

n the 124 target in 
the high center, seven 
hits are scattered with-
in the 7, 8 and 9 rings. 
The last hit is at about 
11:00 on the perimeter 
of the target.

Last, the left target 
is for the 147 rounds. 
Two of the hits are in 
the center of the x-ring. 
One other is very close. 
The other 6 are on the 
target. The low one, at 
about 6:00, was prob-
ably an “oops.” What 
appears to be a clus-
ter of 3 hits above the 
x-ring is actually 2: the 
black dot we covered 
a previous hole with 
was pushed off the tar-
get. Those are really 2 
shots. 

Bottom line is, the 
VP9 does better with 
the heavier 147-grain 
bullet. Groupings are 
tighter than with the 
other rounds.

“Well, Joe, is it the 
shooter or is it the gun 
that makes a difference 
in what round is best 
for a particular hand-
gun?” I wonder.

“The overall toler-
ance of the barrel and 
its rifling makes a dif-
ference in how a gun 
handles the different 
rounds. Since we both 
found certain rounds 
to work better in each 
gun, then the answer 
doesn’t lie with the 
shooter. It lies with how 
the gun shoots a partic-
ular round,” he replies.

“In each case, if we 
had to shoot at some-
one coming to harm 
us,” I’m thinking, “then 
any of the rounds would 
be adequate. Except for 
one instance, they all 
hit within the 63/4” 
target.

But, if we’re going 
for straight accuracy, 
the Springfield XDM 
seems to prefer the 
124-grain bullets while 
the VP9 does better 
with 147-grain bullets. 
Humph. Looks like I’ll 
be buying both 124 and 
147s.

Unless, of course, 
they’re hard to find. 
Or significantly more 
expensive. 

Then, I’d go to the 
115s.”

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

The right 9mm round for your handgun

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com
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MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

DeSantis signs gun bill
News Service of Florida

Gov. Ron DeSantis on Monday 
signed a measure that will allow 
Floridians to carry guns without 
concealed-weapons licenses. 

The Republican-controlled 
Senate gave final approval to the 
measure (HB 543) on Thursday, 
about a week after the House 
passed it. 

The bill will do away with a 
decades-old licensing process, 
which has included requiring that 
people undergo firearms training 
and background screening to 
carry concealed weapons. The 

bill will require people carrying 
concealed firearms to have valid 
identification and “display such 
identification upon demand by a 
law enforcement officer.” 

The measure also includes var-
ious changes designed to bolster 
school safety, including provid-
ing additional money for school 
hardening. 

The governor signed the pro-
posal without holding a media 
appearance. 

Sen. Jay Collins, a Tampa Re-
publican who sponsored the bill, 
called it “monumental.” Collins 
said in a tweet, “You don’t need 
a permission slip from the gov-

ernment to exercise your consti-
tutional rights. We are restoring 
the Second Amendment here in 
the Free State of Florida.” 

Democrats criticized the bill 
signing and have contended the 
measure would make Floridi-
ans less safe. “Permitless carry 
increases the risk of both inten-
tional violence and unintentional 
shootings, with the facts clearly 
showing an increase of fatalities 
and gun crimes in the dozens of 
states that have passed similar 
laws,” Sen. Shevrin Jones, D-Mi-
ami Gardens, said in a statement 
Monday. 
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The National Safe 
Boating Council provid-
ed many great resources. 
The one shared today is 
about using your engine 
cut of switch. 

Boats and jet skis are 
equipped with this safety 
feature to help ensure 
the safety of everyone on 
board. It is typically a lan-
yard that can be clipped 
to your life jacket or worn 
around your wrist. 

It is a very disconcert-
ing feeling to see your 
boat speed away from 
you after you have fallen 
overboard. In addition, 
using the engine cut-off 
switch reduces the risk 
of a propeller strike by 
stopping the engine in the 
event the operator falls 
overboard or there is an 
emergency. It allows he 
operator to gain control of 
the vessel more quickly.

Using the engine cut 
off switch is also the law! 
Operators of recreational 
vessels less than 26 feet 
in length are required 
to use an engine cut-
off switch (ECOS) and 
associated ECOS link 
(ECOSL) as of April 1, 
2021, as the U.S. Coast 
Guard implements a law 
passed by Congress.

Do your part to help 

make our waterways saf-
er for all!

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 

website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown Treadon

The National Safe 
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 
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Best fishing days this month
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C i t y  o f  St .  M a r k s

St .  Te r e s a ,  Tu r k e y  Pt .Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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April 6
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April 13
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April 20
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7 : 2 3 AM 1 : 1 3 AM

7 : 5 7 AM 2 : 0 0 AM

8 : 3 6 AM 2 : 5 1 AM

9 : 2 1 AM 3 : 4 6 AM

1 2 : 1 3 AM 4 : 4 5 AM

1 : 1 6 AM 5 : 4 6 AM

7 : 5 6 PM 1 2 : 5 1 PM

8 : 5 7 PM 1 : 3 6 PM

1 0 : 0 0 PM 2 : 2 5 PM

1 1 : 0 7 PM 3 : 1 8 PM

- - - - 4 : 1 5 PM
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1 1 : 1 7 AM 6 : 1 7 PM
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1 0 0 %

9 8 %

9 4 %

8 8 %

8 0 %

7 1 %

6 0 % Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park, took this 

photo of a Least Bittern.

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun

www.TheWakullaSun.com

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Enhanced certification.

Let’s look at how you can enhance your scuba 
skills beyond your Open Water certification. Var-
ious agencies have different ideas on what you 
need to further you’re under water experience. The 
basic progression from open water certification is 
to the advanced level. 

The advanced certification gives you the oppor-
tunity to continue on with what you have learned 
from your open water cert. It may sound intim-
idating but it’s not, it gives you the opportunity 
to get more diving and enhance your knowledge 
and skills. 

For the advanced certification you are required 
to be 15 years or older, open water certified / Jr. 
Open water 10-14 accompanied by a parent or 
guardian.

  In the advanced course you will be required to 
make (6) dives, (3) required dives; (1) navigation 
(use of a compass under water), (1) night dive, and 
(1) deep dive (below 80 feet) not to exceed 130 feet. 

 Now the other (3) dives that are given (my 
personal favorites); (1) boat diving, (1) intro in 
to wreck diving (no penetration), and (1) Eco or 
under water marine life observation. There are a 
few more to choose from but I would like to touch 
on the required dives.

The deep dive; that sounds scary but it’s not 
if you are properly trained on what to look for as 
you descend into the abyss. When you took your 
open water I hope your instructor really focused 
on the physics and physiological aspect of diving. 
The physics help you deal with the pressures at 
the various depths and the physiological deals 
with your body’s reaction to those pressures at 
different depths. When you’re dealing with 4-5 
atmospheres below it sounds scary but in all 
honesty you really don’t notice any change in 
pressure (once you have gone deeper than 70-80 
feet your ears will generally clear on their own), 
the thing you need to watch for is the narcosis. 
The way I train my advance students to keep most 
of the effects of narcosis away is to do simple math 
problems once they get past 60 feet.

Before you are aware of it you’re at 100-130 feet 
and then you need to monitor your gas, bottom 
time, and O2 levels (if you’re using 32% Nitrox). 
It’s that simple and fun especially if you go to PCB 
and dive the Accokeek or the twin tugs, both are 
in 110 feet of water. 

You can also go diving on several of the bridge 
spans that used to be the old Hathaway Bridge 
that connected Panama City Beach to the main-
land. Several of those are in 80-100 feet of water.

Intro into wreck diving; this one is especially 
fun because of the various types of wrecks that 
are available in the Gulf around Panama City. 
With this specialty you will have the opportunity 
to see the parts of a large boat that is sitting at the 
bottom of the ocean like you’ve not seen before. 
My advice is to look online and go to one of the 
several dive shops websites in PCB and go on the 
“Florida Panhandle Shipwreck Trail. It consists of 
12 unique shipwrecks along Florida’s Panhandle. 

Until then leave nothing but bubbles.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999

Russell Miller is away this week. This is a 
repeat of a column that originally appeared in 
April 2022.
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Walking in newness of life

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Most of us struggle 
with a sin area that 
seems nearly impossi-
ble to resist. The devil 
is mean like that. He 

cackles when we walk 
into his snare, believing 
there’s no way we can 
experience the victory 
Christ provided.

But Satan’s delight 
turns to horror when he 
sees us walking in the 
power that is provided to 
us through Christ’s res-
urrection: “We were bur-
ied therefore with him 
by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life” 
(Romans 6:4 ESV).

What recurring sin 

or bad habit do you 
consistently give into? 
What behavior is holding 
you down with shame, 
leaving you to wonder 
whether you’ll ever pre-
vail over it? Perhaps 
you’ve reached the point 
that you dare not speak 
with God about it any-
more. But you desper-
ately need His forgive-
ness. You desperately 
want His help to over-
come it.

What if we chose to 
turn Satan’s delight 
to horror on a regu-
lar basis? Rather than 
spending less time with 

Christ because we’re so 
ashamed, how powerful 
it would be if we spent 
more time, going deeper 
with Him and His Word. 
A closer relationship 
with our Savior will help 
us become more sensi-
tive to His Spirit so that 
we’re able to choose to 
die to sinful behavior, in-
cluding those behaviors 
we tend to justify.

With this in mind, 
what sins are we going 
to die to so that we can 
become the person we 
pray to be?

Imagine how different-
ly we would live our lives 

if we actually viewed our-
selves as being buried 
with Christ in baptism 
(being dead to our old 
ways). During this Eas-
ter Season, picture your-
self walking in newness 
of life—living a life that 
triumphs over sin and 
shame.

Let’s pray. 
Risen Savior, remind 

me to never avoid speak-
ing with You, especially 
when I need You the 
most. Don’t let me forget 
how much I need Your 
grace when I’m tempt-
ed—or when I’m filled 
with shame because I’ve 

yielded to the tempta-
tion. Help me, Lord, to 
share Your fierce hatred 
for sin and anything 
that steals my heart 
from You. Then, let me 
witness Your tremen-
dous love, mercy and 
compassion, and expe-
rience Your life-changing 
resurrection power every 
day. Amen.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the 
blog, www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect 
with her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n
C a th ol ic C h urch

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745- 8359

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Church Briefs
• Workshop on abortion to be held by 
Mount Olive #2

Mount Olive Primitive Baptist will have 
a workshop on the facts about abortion on 
Saturday, April 15, at 10 a.m. The church 
is located at 8 Spring Creek Highway in 
Crawfordville.

• Seventh-day Adventists to hold 
special presentations

Special Presentations on “Beyond the Grave”  
this weekend at Crawfordville Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church , located at 107 Shadeville Road 
in  Crawfordville:  at 7 p.m. on Friday,  April 
7  “Praise”; at 10:45 a.m. on  Saturday,  April 8  
“Prayer” with a special luncheon following ser-
vice; and also Saturday at 7 p.m., “Proclaim.” All 
are welcome.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By CHERYL CRUCE

The little kitchen 
nook of our home has 
become a favored gath-
ering place for guests. 
A piece of carved wood 
spelling out the word 
family is carefully placed 
on a shelf above the 
kitchen window. Its bril-
liant white coloring set 
against a purple back-
ground grabs the eye of 
visitors who enter the 
room. This morning over 
a cup of coffee, my mind 
wanders, contemplating 

the meaning of family.
My growing years 

were blessed with lov-
ing parents who taught 
me the value of family. 
To say we were perfect 
would be untrue; with 
seven children, we had 
our share of conflicts. 
George Bernard Shaw 
said, “If you cannot get 
rid of the family skele-
ton, you might as well 
teach it to dance.” Every-
one in my family learned 
to dance at a young age. 
However, despite our 
struggles, we remain de-
voted to one another.

As social structures 
change, so does the defi-
nition of family. Wheth-
er we agree or disagree 
with the characteriza-
tion, the fact remains 
that family is built on 
love and understand-
ing. Today’s family may 

be grandparents raising 
grandchildren. A fam-
ily could consist of a 
single mom or a single 
dad trying to balance 
life while caring for their 
young ones. There are 
two-mom and two-dad 
households, multi-racial 
households, and fami-
lies built from the halls 
of foster care and adop-
tion. Adopting a child is 
a beautiful process my 
family has experienced 
many times. 

Reflecting on our spir-
itual side, each of us is 
adopted into the family 
of God through the love, 
death, and resurrection 
of Jesus (Ephesians 1:4-
5). I am amazed at the 
manner of love God be-
stows on His children, 
for we are His children 
made in His image. His 
greatest desire is to grow 

us to love one another as 
He has loved us (1 John 
3:1-2). Regardless of 
how we may define our 
earthly family, He chose 
us before the foundation 
of the world to be holy 
and blameless through 
Him in love. 

Scripture teaches the 
beauty of God’s family 
through devotion, trag-
edy, and restoration in 
the Book of Ruth. After 
the tragic loss of her 
husband and sons, Nao-
mi told her daughters-
in-law to return to their 
own families. However, 
in a commitment of love, 
Ruth remained with 
Naomi saying, “where 
you lodge, I will lodge. 
Your people shall be my 
people, and your God, 
my God” (Ruth 1:16). 
For Ruth and Naomi, 
the family became struc-

tured by their faith and 
dedication to God and 
each other. 

The teaching of the 
faith-structured fam-
ily continued through 
the words of Jesus 
when someone said to 
Him that His mother 
and siblings were out-
side the place where He 
was teaching. Jesus re-
sponded that His family 
would be those who did 
the will of the Father 
(Matthew 12:48-50). He 
was not refuting the bi-
ological family and the 
need to love one another 
but reaching beyond the 
restraints of the phys-
ical man to bring us to 
a spiritual love for each 
other. 

Regardless of where 
you are, the love of 
Christ can bind us to-
gether like no other. I 

urge you today to find 
a Body of Christ (a fel-
lowship of believers) 
and become a part of a 
family more remarkable 
than you can ever imag-
ine. We are all created in 
the image of our Father. 
Our faith in God can 
cause our dry bones to 
live again (Ezekiel 37), to 
rejoice and dance before 
Him. Let us be the fami-
ly He has called us to be.                                                                                                                                             

Psalm 103:17 But 
from everlasting to ever-
lasting the LORD’s love 
is with those who fear 
him, and his righteous-
ness with their chil-
dren’s children. 

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

I like the old saying, 
“Just when you think 
it can’t get any worse, 
it does.”

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
and I will be watching 
the news, and a story 
of some devastation 
somewhere in the world 
will come on.

When this happens, 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage will 
say, “What a wacky 
world we live in.” And 
if anybody knows about 
wacky, it is she. After 
all, she married me.

Watching the news 
the other night, a sim-
ilar story was being 
reported, and I looked 
at my wife and said, 

“What a wacky world 
we live in.” I paused 
for a moment and then 
said, “It’s not the world 
I grew up in.” Then I 
laughed.

“Whatever made you 
think you have grown 
up?”

After she said that to 
me, I pondered for quite 
a few days on what 
does it actually mean 
to grow up? And, most 
importantly of all, does 
anybody ever grow up?

As we watched the 
news one night, she 
said, “What a wacky 
world we live in.” At 
that point, I replied, 
“Maybe it’s so wacky 
because people haven’t 
grown up yet.”

She went on a tirade 
explaining why most 
people have not grown 
up yet. I tried to listen 
carefully and take a few 
notes, but none made 
sense.

I couldn’t keep it any 
longer, so I asked her, 
“What do you think I 
need to do to grow up?”

“Well,” she started, 
“you should stop acting 

like a silly person.”
I chuckled and said, 

“But what if I’m not 
acting?”

“So, if you are not 
acting, you are the sil-
liest person I have ever 
known.”

According to her, 
you can’t be silly and 
grown-up at the same 
time.

“The next thing you 
need to do is stop think-
ing every situation is a 
joke.”

Pondering this, I’m 
not sure I will ever grow 
up if that is true. I see 
a joke where The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage sees some-
thing serious. She’s 
much more grown-up 
than I ever will be.

“There is a positive 
side to this wacky world 
of ours.” The Gracious 
Mistress of the Par-
sonage looked at me 
smiling. Then she con-
tinued, “If the world 
weren’t as wacky as it 
is, people would see 
that you’re wacky.”

After all of this, I 
wonder if it’s worth 

growing up. What good 
does it do to grow up 
when those people 
around you aren’t? 
Maybe wacky is not 
that bad.

On the bright side, 
I’m going to try.

I couldn’t help but 
think of one of the 
strangest stories about 
David in 1 Samuel 21, 
“And he [David] changed 
his behaviour before 
them, and feigned him-
self mad in their hands, 
and scrabbled on the 
doors of the gate, and 
let his spittle fall down 
upon his beard. Then 
said Achish unto his 
servants, Lo, ye see the 
man is mad: wherefore 
then have ye brought 
him to me? Have I need 
of mad men, that ye 
have brought this fellow 
to play the mad man 
in my presence? Shall 
this fellow come into my 
house?”

David used “wacky” 
to his advantage. That 
worked for him and af-
ter giving some thought, 
maybe that could work 
for my advantage. Of 

course, David was act-
ing and I probably am 
not.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress 

of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmai l .com,  websi te 
www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.

What a wacky world we live in
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WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR

The meaning of family
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Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Casey Lee Dabney, 40, of Crawfordville, died April 2, 2023.

• Brandon Wayne Dukes, 37, of Crawfordville, died March 27, 2023.

• Karen Bell Gray, 76, of Tallahassee, died March 29, 2023. 

• Bobby Hill Sr., 89, of Crawfordville, died March 31, 2023. 

• Evelyn Hill, 79, of Crawfordville, died April 1, 2023.

• Gerald Albert Schweinsberg, 73, of Crawfordville, died April 2, 2023. 

• Patricia L. Thompson, 61, of Crawfordville, died March 27, 2023. 

All of the deaths reported by Family Funeral Home at Havey-Young Chapel, 850-
926-5919, www.family�c.com.

By TRACY RENEE LEE

Grief and loss can be 
overwhelming. The pain, 
sadness, and loneliness 
that come with them 
can make it difficult to 
think clearly, feel well, 
enjoy usual activities, 
and move forward. There 
are, however, things you 
can do to help yourself 
heal and take your mind 
off of the pain. A few 
suggestions would be to 
take an ibuprofen, start 
a project, or help some-
one else out.

Stress links the emo-
tional and physical as-
pects of grief.

The systems in the 
body that process phys-
ical and emotional stress 
overlap, and emotional 
stress can activate the 
nervous system as easily 
as physical threats can.

When stress becomes 
chron i c ,  inc reased 
adrenaline and blood 
pressure can contribute 
to chronic medical con-
ditions. 

Research shows that 
emotional pain and 
physical pain activate 
the same regions of the 

brain.
Indications are that 

this link allows pain-re-
lieving medication, such 
as acetaminophen, to 
ease emotional pain. 

Two weeks ago, I sug-
gested to an acquain-
tance of mine that he 
take ibuprofen to relieve 
the pain he was suffer-
ing after the recent loss 
of his wife. The emo-
tional pain was linking 
up with physical pain, 
and between the two, he 
needed relief. Since emo-
tional pain and physical 
pain activate the same 
regions of the brain, ac-
etaminophen or ibupro-
fen should work to help 
relieve both issues. He 
took the medication and 
felt much better. (This is 
not presented as medical 
advice, merely an exam-
ple of what worked for 
my friend.)

The following week, 
my acquaintance no-
tified me that he had 
suffered a terrible week 
of emotional anguish. In 
cleaning his home, he 
happened upon a box of 
photos of his wife that 
he had never seen be-
fore, and the pain of her 
death crushed him all 
over again. He felt badly 
that he had never before 
seen the photos to tell 
her how beautiful she 
was in them and regret 
overwhelmed him.

I suggested to him 
that he use the photos 

for something wonder-
ful rather than lament 
over them, or hide them 
away. The discovery of 
these photos could be 
used to decorate his 
home or possibly used 
as Christmas cards for 
her siblings, nieces, and 
nephews. As he had nev-
er before seen the pho-
tos, the probability that 
others hadn’t seen them 
either was high. Sharing 
them would bring joy to 
the rest of her family, 
and the photos could be 
used for remembering 
her during holiday cele-
brations.

PICTURES

Once a loved one has 
been lost, pictures of the 
decedent become very 
important.

Photos preserve mem-
ories and remind survi-
vors of the special rela-
tionship shared with the 
deceased.

They help alleviate the 
survivor’s fear of forget-
ting and allow him/her 
to adapt their thoughts 
of the decedent into 
memories.

A very kind gesture 
upon the death of a loved 
one is to scan pictures 
of which you might be 
in possession and offer 
them to the survivors. 

My final suggestion to 
him was that he begin a 
service project, or engage 
in a hobby or talent. He 

felt that he was not ready 
to engage with others, 
so service seemed to be 
off the table for a while. 
He was, however, open 
to working on a hobby 
or talent. After some 
thought, he narrowed it 
down to a talent/project.

A project can be any-
thing that helps you 
to express your grief 
and focus on something 
else. It can be something 
practical, like creating 
a memorial for a loved 
one or volunteering your 
time and efforts (in their 
memory) to a good cause. 
Or it can be something 
creative, like writing a 
song or poem, painting 
a picture, or crafting 
something special. My 
acquaintance decided 
that it would be a good 
time to clear out some 
of his storage items (the 
project) so that he could 
get to his drum set (the 
talent.)

Taking on a project 
can provide a sense of 
purpose and accom-
plishment. It can help 
you to grapple with your 
grief in a productive way 
and provide a healthy 
distraction from the 
pain. It can also be a way 
to honor the memory of 
your loved one, as you 
are using their passing 
as a motivation to do 
something meaningful.

After clearing out his 
clutter, my acquain-
tance found his drum 

set and moved it back 
into his home. He has 
begun practicing his 
talent and sharing it 
with others. He reports 
back to me that clearing 
out his storage build-
ing has helped him feel 
as though he has done 
something constructive, 
and that practicing his 
drums has helped him 
feel great relief.

HOBBIES

Hobbies occupy the 
mind and hands.

They  engage  our 
brains and keep them 
in good health.

Hobbies create a sense 
of accomplishment.

They propel us toward 
a healthier and happier 
grief recovery. (Mourning 
Lights, 2022)

A hobby or talent can 
help by giving you a place 
to focus your thoughts 
and energies rather than 
being occupied 24 hours 
each day with sorrow 
and anguish. It is; how-
ever, important to re-
member that grief is a 
process and there is no 
set timeline for healing. 
You should never feel 
pressured to complete 
a project or to move on 
quickly. Take your time 
and focus on what you 
need to do to take care 
of yourself.

If you are feeling over-
whelmed or need help 
getting started, reach 

out to a counselor or 
therapist for support. 
They can help you cre-
ate an action plan for 
your project and provide 
guidance and resources.

Grief is a difficult 
thing to go through, 
but a project can help 
you cope with the pain 
and find meaning in the 
midst of it. So, don’t be 
afraid to get started, and 
take recovery one step at 
a time..

My name is Tracy Re-
nee Lee. I am a Certified 
Grief Counselor (GC-C), 
Funeral Director (FDIC), 
published author, syn-
dicated columnist, Pod-
caster, and founder of 
the “Mikey Joe Children’s 
Memorial” and Heaven 
Sent, Corp. I write books, 
weekly bereavement arti-
cles, Podcasts, and Grief 
BRIEFs related to under-
standing and coping with 
grief. I am the American 
Funeral Director of the 
Year Runner-Up and re-
cipient of the BBB’s In-
tegrity Award.

It is my life’s work to 
comfort the bereaved 
and help them live on.

For additional en-
couragement, please 
v i s i t  my  podcas t 
“Deadline” on Spotify 
and follow me on Insta-
gram at “Deadline_Tra-
cyLee.”

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Florida, long dubbed 
the “gunshine state,” 
is one stroke of Gov. 
Ron DeSantis’ pen away 
from allowing people to 
carry guns without con-
cealed-weapons licenses.

The Senate on Thurs-
day gave final approval 
to a measure (HB 543) 
that would allow people 
to carry concealed weap-
ons without having to 
meet requirements such 
as firearms training and 
background screening. 
The House approved the 
bill last week, and De-
Santis has pledged to 
sign it.

Under the measure, 
people carrying con-
cealed firearms would 
be required to have valid 
identification and be able 
to “display such identifi-
cation upon demand by a 
law enforcement officer.”

Sen. Jay Collins, a 
Tampa Republican who 
sponsored the measure, 
echoed many support-
ers in saying that it is 
designed to prevent Flo-
ridians from having to 
get a “permission slip” to 
carry guns.

D e m o c r a t s  h a v e 
slammed the bill as hav-
ing the potential to make 
Floridians less safe. Sen. 
Victor Torres, D-Orlan-
do, drew on his experi-
ence as a former police 
officer in pushing against 
the removal of the train-
ing requirements.

“As a former law-en-
forcement (officer) for 20 

years in New York City, I 
had the privilege of car-
rying a weapon on me, a 
gun,” Torres said. “But 
I was trained, over and 
over and over and over 
and over. Why? The afety 
of the public.”

But several Repub-
lican senators touted 
parts of the bill that seek 
to bolster school-safety, 
including a provision 
that would allow private 
schools to participate 
in a controversial pro-
gram that allows armed 
“guardians” on campus-
es. The bill also would 
provide money for school 
hardening.

Many supporters la-
beled the measure a 
“constitutional carry” 
bill, in reference to Sec-
ond Amendment con-
stitutional rights. But 
as the bill has moved 
through the legislative 
process, a debate sim-
mered about whether 
the “constitutional carry” 
label is a good fit for the 
proposal — with some 
gun-rights advocates arg

PARENTAL RIGHTS, 
EXPANDED

At the midpoint of the 
60-day legislative ses-
sion, Republican law-
makers, who have super-
majorities in the House 
and Senate, appear set 
to keep their foot on the 
gas as the chambers 
continue racing through 
high-profile bills.

The House on Friday 
took a step toward ex-
panding a controversial 
2022 law that prohibits 

instruction about sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity in early grades, 
by approving a bill that 
would broaden the pro-
hibition to pre-kinder-
garten through eighth 
grade.

The measure (HB 
1069) would expand 
the law formally titled 
Parental Rights in Ed-
ucation, which critics 
disparagingly labeled the 
“don’t say gay” measure. 
The law currently bars 
instruction on sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity in kindergarten 
through third grade.

The wide-ranging bill 
also seeks to restrict 
the way teachers and 
students can use their 
preferred pronouns in 
schools, and bolsters 
a process for people to 
object to instructional 
materials and school-li-
brary books.

Rep. Chase Tramont, 
R-Port Orange, said the 
bill is “pro-family, it is 
pro-teacher, it is pro-ed-
ucation.”

“It is pro-family be-
cause it takes some of 
the most-sensitive and 
personal issues and dis-
cussions and it keeps 
them in the homes where 
it is the responsibility of 
the parent to determine 
the manner in which, 
and frankly the timing 
in which, some of these 
issues and conversations 
should be taking place,” 
Tramont said.

But Democrats blast-
ed the effort to expand 
the 2022 law.

“Look, the LGBTQ 

community isn’t going 
away, trans people ar-
en’t going away. What 
has gone away, that I 
pray comes back, is hu-
man decency,” Rep. An-
gie Nixn, D-Jacksonville, 
said.

Rep. Marie Woodson, 
D-Hollywood, argued 
that the “expansion of 
the original ‘don’t say 
gay’ bill will continue to 
cause confusion, fear 
and even more problems 
than we had with the 
original bill.”

TENURE TROUBLE?

The state university 
system’s Board of Gov-
ernors on Wednesday 
gave final approval to a 
regulation that would 
require faculty members 
to undergo post-tenure 
reviews every five years, 
amid heavy opposition 
from critics who argued 
it could lead to a “down-
ward trend in morale” on 
campus.

The regulation, which 
stems from a 2022 high-
er-education law, has 
generated controversy 
as opponents contend 
that review processes 
already exist — and that 
the review revamp sends 
the wrong message to 
faculty.

The United Faculty 
of Florida union has 
fiercely objected to the 
tenure-review changes. 
Union President Andrew 
Gothard, who is a Florida 
Atlantic University pro-
fessor, said the new reg-
ulation will turn tenure 
into a “five-year revolving 

contract.”
State university sys-

tem Chancellor Ray Ro-
drigues, a former Repub-
lican state senator who 
took the helm of the sys-
tem in September, was 
a sponsor of the mea-
sure that led to the new 
tenure-review process. 
Rodrigues acknowledged 
that every institution in 
Florida has post-tenure 
review, but defended the 
new regulation.

“We’ve got more than 
25 years of data, and 
we know that adopting 
post-tenure review did 
not stop people — highly 
talented faculty mem-
bers — from coming to 
the state of Florida,” 
Rodrigues said.

S T O R Y  O F  T H E 
WEEK: The Florida Sen-
ate this week gave final 
approval to a bill that 
would allow people to 
carry guns without con-
cealed-weapons licenses, 
sending the issue to Gov. 
Ron DeSantis.

QUOTE  OF  THE 
WEEK:  “The Second 
Amendment of the Con-
stitution gives its people 
the right to keep and 
bear arms. It doesn’t 
say, ‘if you have a per-
mit,’ it doesn’t say ‘if 
you’ve gone through 
training,’ it doesn’t say 
‘if you’ve done a back-
ground check.’” — Sen. 
Jim Boyd, R-Bradenton.

When anguish threatens well-being

Weekly Roundup: Locked and loaded
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WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. ‘Planetary Pa-
rade’

For people who love 
the night sky, it is a 
thrill to see planets 
along with stars and 
the Earth’s moon. For 
the next several weeks, 
star gazers will get 
to see not one or two 
planets, but five lined 
up with the moon just 
after sunset. The un-
usual arrangement is 
called a “planetary pa-
rade” and will feature 
Mercury, Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter and Uranus, 
CNN News reports. The 
parade will be visible 
looking west just after 
sunset in most of the 
United States. Astron-
omers say much of it 
should be visible to 
the naked eye, even in 
urban areas that have 
significant light pol-
lution from buildings. 
Viewed from the Earth, 
the celestial objects 
will appear in a diag-
onal line, from top to 
bottom in this order: 
Mars, the moon, Ura-
nus, Venus, Jupiter 
and Mercury. The eas-
iest planet to spot will 
be Venus, which is of-
ten referred to as the 
“evening star” because 
it’s the brightest object 
in the night sky after 
the moon. The second 
easiest planet to see 
will be Mars, because 
of its red color. Ameri-
ca’s NASA space agen-
cy is always looking to 
learn more about the 
planets in our solar 
system, and planets 
elsewhere in space. In 
the newspaper or on-
line, find and close-
ly read a story about 
something NASA has 
learned recently about 
a planet. Use what you 
read to write a letter 
to a friend telling what 
has been learned and 
why that is important 
to scientists.

Goals: Producing 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organiza-
tion and style are ap-
propriate to the task; 
applying knowledge 
of language to under-
stand how language 
functions in different 
contexts.

2. ‘Potcake’ Pups

It’s a safe bet that 
when people go away 
on vacation, they don’t 
plan on coming home 
with a puppy. Unless 
they happen to be trav-
eling to the Turks and 
Caicos Islands in the 
Atlantic Ocean south-
east of the U.S. state 
of Florida. There, they 
may meet a “Potcake 
Puppy,” get to take it 
walking on a beach, 
fall in love and feel they 
just have to give it a 
home. That makes the 
Potcake Place K9 Res-
cue shelter very happy. 
Potcake Place rescues 
stray and abandoned 
dogs that roam the 
streets of the islands, 
the Washington Post 
newspaper reports. 
The dogs are called 
“potcakes” because 
residents put out cook-

ing pots caked with 
leftover food to give the 
dogs something to eat. 
Most are mixed breeds, 
and they have become 
a tourist attraction for 
visitors who come to 
the islands to enjoy 
beaches and shore at-
tractions. Sometimes 
lines stretch down 
the street with people 
wanting to take a pup-
py for a beach walk. 
Even if tourists don’t 
take a puppy home, 
they help the puppies 
get adopted by social-
izing them and helping 
them get comfortable 
with people. “Not ev-
eryone can do every-
thing,” says the found-
er of Potcake Place. 
“But everyone can do 
something.” Individu-
als and organizations 
like Potcake Place do 
many things to help 
animals. And they of-
ten need the support of 
others to do it. In the 
newspaper or online, 
find and closely read 
a story about a person 
or organization helping 
animals. Use what you 
read to write a letter 
to the editor, describ-

ing what the person or 
group is doing and how 
they could benefit from 
the help of others.

Goals: Writing in-
formative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly; 
citing specific textual 
evidence when writing; 
engaging effectively in 
a range of collaborative 
discussions.

3. Hair-Freezing 
Experience

The nation of Cana-
da is America’s colder 
neighbor to the north, 
and they have a lot 
of winter traditions 
there. There is hockey, 
of course, and skiing, 
and outdoor skating, 
and sledding and then 
… hair-freezing. Yes, 
hair-freezing is a real 
tradition at the Eclipse 
Nordic Hot Springs 
attraction in the far-
north Yukon Territory 
next to the U.S. state of 
Alaska. People jump in 
the natural hot springs 
pools and then fling 
their heads into the 
freezing winter air to 

create wild designs and 
formations (click here). 
They quickly snap pic-
tures while their hair 
is frozen and compete 
to see who can cre-
ate the craziest look, 
the Washington Post 
reported. For maxi-
mum effect, the tem-
perature must be at 
least 4 degrees below 
zero Fahrenheit for the 
hair to freeze quickly 
in weird shapes. This 
winter, however, the 
tradition was limit-
ed by warm tempera-
tures caused by global 
warming. There were 
not enough days when 
the Yukon temperature 
was low enough to get 
the quick-freeze effect, 
and fewer people en-
tered the hair-freezing 
competition. “Unfortu-
nately, the contest is 
very dependent on the 
weather,” the general 
manager of the Springs 
said. Many places have 
unusual or odd tradi-
tions or competitions. 
In the newspaper or 
online, find and closely 
read a story about one 
of them. Use what you 
read to write a humor-
ous, rhyming poem de-
scribing the tradition 
and why people like 

it. Read poems aloud, 
with feeling!

Goals: Demonstrat-
ing understanding of 
figurative language; 
reading prose and po-
etry orally with accu-
racy, appropriate rate 
and expression on suc-
cessive readings.

4. Snow in August?

The state of Cali-
fornia has been suf-
fering for years from 
heat, lack of rain, and 
long dry periods that 
increase the risk of 
wildfires. This winter, 
however, California got 
tremendous amounts 
of rain and snow, and 
that is causing celebra-
tion all over the state. 
Especially happy are 
people who love to go 
skiing and snowboard-
ing, because moun-
tain areas have gotten 
record or near-record 
amounts of snow. That 
has caused a “snow-
pack” so deep that ski 
resorts say they will be 
able to stay open be-
yond the Fourth of July 
and well into the sum-
mer, CNN News report-
ed. Mammoth Moun-
tain, a resort located 
in the Eastern Sierra 

mountains, came with-
in 5 inches of breaking 
its snowfall record of 
668 inches (an amaz-
ing 56 feet!) and could 
offer skiing and snow-
boarding “into August 
this season,” a spokes-
person said. The heavy 
rain and snow in Cali-
fornia created unusual 
problems and challeng-
es for many communi-
ties. In the newspaper 
or online, find and 
closely read a story 
about another place 
where winter weather 
caused problems. Use 
what you read to write 
and design a “How To” 
handbook, telling peo-
ple how to stay safe 
when they experience 
this kind of winter 
weather. Choose pho-
tos from the newspaper 
or Internet to illustrate 
your handbook. Share 
with the class.

Goals: Using draw-
ings or visual displays 
when appropriate to 
enhance the develop-
ment of main ideas or 
points; producing clear 
and coherent writing 
in which the develop-
ment, organization and 
style are appropriate to 
the task.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Colas
7. Single-celled animals
13. �e rear car of a 
train
14. Endangered
16. It cools your home
17. Helper
19. “�e First State”
20. More aged
22. Partner to cheese
23. Type of wrap
25. From a distance
26. Satis�es
28. “Dallas Buyers’ Club” 
actor Jared
29. God of battle (Scan-
dinavian)
30. Cooking utensil
31. Soviet Socialist Re-
public
33. Able to perform
34. Big man on campus
36. Second epoch of the 
Tertiary period
38. Porticos
40. Alban and Peter are 
two
41. Gets up
43. Humble request for 
help
44. One-thousandth of 
an inch (abbr.)

45. Unhappy
47. Hint or indication
48. A way to plead
51. Digits
53. Broadway actress 
Daisy
55. Jewish calendar month
56. Author Gore __
58. Peacock network
59. White poplar
60. Promotional mate-
rial
61. A period of calm
64. Take too much
65. Emit energy
67. Something you can 
take
69. Mended with yarn
70. Inconsistent

CLUES DOWN
1. Calm down
2. One quintillion bytes 
(abbr.)
3. One who pretends
4. Hang glide
5. Distinctive practice
6. Mariner
7. Peaks
8. Queens ballplayer
9. Geological times
10. Twofold
11. Atomic #13

12. Tranquillizing
13. Metric weight unit
15. Indicates
18. Unwanted rodent
21. Partly cooked with 
hot water
24. One who can be 
recommended
26. Resembles a bag or 
pouch
27. Midway between 
south and southeast
30. Sets up for a photo
32. California white oak
35. More (Spanish)
37. A�er B
38. Decorated tea urn
39. Island
42. Car mechanics group
43. Wordplay joke
46. Cut a rug
47. Prickly plant
49. Speech in praise of a 
deceased person
50. European buzzard
52. In�uential linguist
54. West African lan-
guages
55. Siskel’s partner
57. Skinny
59. Oblong pulpit
62. Consumed
63. Small, mischievous 
sprite
66. Powerful lawyer
68. Indicates position

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip
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Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

NOTICE OF SALE

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

HAIR IT IS BOOTH RENTAL 
SPACE AVAILABLE

Large Separate Room. Great for 
Esthetician, Message Therapist, 

etc. - Crawfordville Location
Suzanne  850-445-8704

MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE
Sat., April 15 – 8 until

935 MLK Rd. ,  Crawfordville
Antiques, Décor, Guy Stuff, 

house wares. 
CANCEL IF RAIN

FOR SALE

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946
Hiren & Purvi Patel – Pharmicists

Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDBOOTH RENTAL

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850)926-4353

Hardwood desk w/hutch, $500 
Samsung 43” Smart TV Like 
new Model # UN43MU6300F 

$300. FIRM; Funai 32” Smart TV 
model # 32PFL4664/F7A $75. 
FIRM; Bass Trombone Mute 

Denis Wick London $75. OBO. 
850-745-8691

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

NOW HIRING 
REPORTER
The Wakulla Sun is 

seeking a fulltime general 
assignment reporter. The 
Wakulla Sun is an inde-
pendently owned weekly 

newspaper in Crawfordville 
with a circulation of 2,000  
that also publishes a free 

monthly tabloid with a 
circulation of 16,000. 

SUBMIT RESUME TO 
William Snowden, 

editor and publisher 
of the Sun, at 

editor@thewakullasun.com.

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

VENDORS NEEDED

YARD SALE

WELCOME
YARD SALE VENDORS

Set up at Sherlock Springs
& sell your items here. 

April 22 – 8:30am -4:00pm
Call Kathy 850-274-0512

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

SERVICES

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

2655-B CRAWFORDVILLE HWY.
W AK U LLAR EALT Y .C O M

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage Unit Rentals     

8x10 - $66.65
10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

CELEBRATING 
36 YEARS

RENTALS

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

N OT I C E  OF P U B L I C  S A L E  
FLORIDA STAUTE 83.805 SELF STORAGE 

STORAGE SALE  
DATE 4-29-23 at 10:00A.M. 

STORAGE FACILITY NAME AND ADDRESS  
SHIELDS MARINA, INC, 95 Riverside Dr. St. Marks 

FL 32355 ( Wakulla County)
1980 HUNTER VIN# HUN70895M80D-30

TENANT-DONALD W. MCCOY
 1984 CRUISER CHATEAU V VIN# CRS3357BC484

TENANT-RANDALL MCRANIE
1985 BAYLINER VIN# BLZ A31EKL485

TENANT - KEVAN ANDREWS
OWNER – PAMALA DAMARE & BARTON DAMARE

1995 BASS TRA VIN # BUJ07229C595
TENAT – GEORGE DUNN

OWNER – THAD D. MATHEWS
1975 IRWIN VIN# X YM260220775

TENANT – LLOYD MASON
April 6, & April 13, 2023
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Adam Pfeifer running the 1600m.

Destinee Avery in the 100m Hurdle.

Holden Stroud, throwing shotput.

Quarterback Haden Klees is named the district Player of the Year

WMS track team is 
having great year

By SAMANTHA ISAACS
WMS Coach

The Wakulla Middle 
School Wildcats are tru-
ly showing up to show 
off this year. Following 
an astounding season 
of success in 2022 with 
9 FLYRA State Quali-
fied athletes and 8 new 
school records, the new 
group of Wildcat Track 
& Field athletes are ris-
ing to that challenge.

Wakul la  t rave led 
to FSUS to attend the 
2023 Sunshine Track 
Officials Middle School 
Invitational meet on 
Saturday. Come rain 
or shine (and there was 
both!), the athletes were 
ready to compete.

Coming out of the 
gate strong in the field 
events, we saw 8th grad-
er Makiya Cash qual-
ify for the 2nd year in 
a row on Triple Jump 
with a beautiful jump 
of 30’8.7”, she placed 
3rd overall, and also 
brought in 2nd place 
on the Long Jump with 
a 13’7” leap. Destinee 
Avery followed right be-
hind in 3rd place. Arian-
na Manning and London 
Waymon placing 5th 
and 8th, respectively, 
in the girls Triple Jump. 
On the boys pit, 8th 
graders Jaylen Jones, 
Adam Pfeifer, and David 
Whitaker took in the top 
10 spots. Jaylen in 1st 
with an impressive 18’7” 
jump. David coming in 
7th and Adam in 10th 
place overall. Following 
with the Triple Jump 
was Jaylen Jones in 4th 
and David Whitaker in 
5th, Anthony Vargas not 
far behind placing 11th.

Seeing some impres-
sive distances at the 
sand pit was nothing 
compared to the throw-
ing cage where Jacob 
Kinsey brought in 6th 
and 7th place in the 
Shotput and Discus 
with throws of 35 and 
86-feet, respectively. 
For our girls, 8th grad-
er Sian Garrett brough 
home 4th in shot put 

while Madison Varnes 
(8th grade) came 2nd 
and 4th in Discus and 
Shotput. Madison is the 
new record holder for 
WMS in the Discus with 
a throw of 74’5”. Heav-
en Taylor, a seasoned 
thrower, placed 4th and 
8th in the Discus and 
Shotput.

Our running events 
started in the cool breeze 
and light showers of the 
day, but we finished 
strong in the sunshine!

• Danny Godbolt – 
8th grade, placing 4th 
in the 100m dash at 
12seconds

• Trace Callaghan – 
6th grade, placed 6th 
in the 100m dash at 
12.3seconds

• Jayden Jean – 8th 
grade, placed 7th in the 
200m in 26seconds

• Adam Pfeifer – 8th 
grade, placed 6th in the 
1mi at 5:42

• Corbin Ferreira – 
8th grade, placed 6th in 
the 3200m in 14:10

• Aries Travis – 8th 
grade, placed 8th in the 
200m Hurdles in 32.27

• Arianna Manning 
– 8th grade, placed 7th 
in the 100m dash in 
13.96seconds

• Destinee Avery – 8th 
grade, placed 8th in the 
100m Hurdle in 21.68 
seconds

• London Waymon – 
8th grade, placed 7th 
in the 200m Hurdle in 
37sec flat

“We have some amaz-
ing talent in our 8th 
grade group and it’s 
definitely going to be 
hard to let these guys 
go, just as it was for 
last years group. I see 
the potential in our 6th 
and 7th grade athletes 
though and I sincerely 
hope they all come back 
next season and show 
us what they have,” says 
Coach Isaacs, “I’m just 
really proud of the work 
these kids have put in 
and the work they con-
tinue to do. I’m watch-
ing the 6th graders to 
see if they are paying 
attention, because this 

will be them one day. 
It will be their names 
on the boards and on 
the awards. There are 
lessons about hard-
work, determination, 
goal-setting, and effort 
being silently taught on 
the track and I want to 
encourage anyone who 
comes out to set their 
bar high.”

State Qualified Ath-
letes this year include:

Trace Callaghan – 
4x100 Relay Team

Makiya Cash – Shot 
put and Triple Jump

Danny Godbol t  – 
4x100 Relay and Long 
Jump

Brandon Hayes – 
4x100 Relay

Jayden Jean – Triple 
Jump and Long Jump

Jaylen Jones – Triple 
Jump and High Jump

Aries Travis – 4x100 
Relay

David Whitaker – Tri-
ple Jump

New school records 
are now held by

Madison Varnes – 
Discus – 74’5”

D Godbolt, B Hayes, J 
Jean, A Vargas – 4x400m 
Relay – 4:01.9sec

See the Wildcats in 
action for yourself on 
Wednesday, April 5th 
at Wakulla High as they 
compete to hold on to 
the title of Big Bend 
Champions!

* O�ers vary by model and discount is o� MSRP, manufacturer’s suggested retail price.  O�er valid for accounts in 
good standing; see dealer for details. Purchase requirement before taxes, fees, and other discounts and must be 
made in a single transaction.

ONLY AT:

OPEN HOUSE
1-Day Special Wednesday April 12th

20% OFF
GrandStand® Stand-Ons 
& Z Master® Zero Turns

Family Owned 
& Operated

MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
LEETRAILERSTORO.COM
LEETRAILERSALES.NET

3922 CRAWFORDVILLE RD. TALLAHASSEE, FL 32305   850 878-0788 

100% of the proceeds will go directly to St Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN. THIS WILL BE THE ONLY ONE FOR THIS YEAR. 
Team Cone is partnering up with Wakulla County Sheriff’s Of�ce, Millers Tree Service and English Financial for another rib and butt sale.
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Chamber’s Low Country Boil draws big crowd

Hundreds of people packed the arena at 3Y for the Chamber’s 12th annual Low Country Boil on Saturday. 

Chamber Executive Director Heather Bryan with her clip-
board making sure things run right.

Ray Gray, Melanie Brown and Sheri� Jared Miller.

Mary Wallace and Shirley Howard.

Tina and Ed Brimner on the dance �oor.

Don and Elaine Gary, above, and one of the three 
eighty-gallon syrup kettles used to cook up three di�erent 
recipes: one with seafood, one with sausage only, and one 

vegetarian version.

On the �oor doing a line dance.

Guitarist Brian of the band Salt Rock plays.

People serve up helpings of the boil that included cray�sh 
and shrimp, with sausage, potatoes and corn.

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN




