
Unprecedented 
surge in court 

fi lings

CorrectionWakulla Title

After G ov . D eSantis sig ns tort reform 
b ill, c ourts around the state – inc luding  
Wakulla – are ov erwhelmed with c ases

B ills in the Leg islature c ould potentially b an some hemp and CB D  produc ts

A graph from the Florida Clerks and Comptrollers 
showing the surge in lawsuits statewide

Sailor Chris Voith of Atlanta at last year’s Stephen Smith 
Regatta at Shell Point.
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A front page story in the March 30th issue, 
“County sued over radio contract,” referred to 
Wakulla County’s advisor on the radio con-
tract, Tusa Consulting Service, and Nick Tusa.

While Tusa Consulting is the county’s con-
sultant on the project, Nick Tusa sold the 
company to John Dean Hart in October 2021  
and he is not involved in the Wakulla  County 
project.

We regret the error.
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School
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Sunrise 7:11 AM
Sunset 8:04 PM
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Sunset 8:04 PM

Sunrise 7:13 AM
Sunset 8:03 PM
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Vito Knowles, owner of Extract Shak in Crawfordville, with some hemp products that 
would be banned under the bills. He claims hemp extracts help anxiety and relieve pain.

Aulora Whatley, Savanah Hollington, Brian Plant, Jan Colvin, Trease Wright and Charles Davis.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Courts all over Florida were inundated with 
cases filed after the Legislature passed a tort 
reform bill that was quickly signed into law by 
Gov. Ron DeSantis.

T h a t  i n c l u d e d 
courts in Wakulla 
County.

Clerk of  Courts 
Greg James report-
ed his office received 
more than 512 circuit 
cases (which are cases 
for damages of more 
than $30,000), and 
an additional 47 small 
claims cases. 

The bulk of those 
cases were from attor-
neys seeking to pre-
serve their cases ahead of the bill becoming law.

“It has greatly increased our workload,” Clerk 
James said.

The Legislature passed HB 837 – Civil Reme-
dies on Thursday, March 23, and signed into law 
by DeSantis on Friday, March 24. It took effect 
immediately upon the Governor’s signature and 
contains new legal restrictions for certain civil 
lawsuits. It revamps attorney fees, the timeframe 
for filing negligence lawsuits, “bad faith” cases 
against insurers, premises liability, and com-
parison of fault.

In anticipation of enactment, there was an 
unprecedented surge in civil filings through the 
Florida Courts E-Filing Portal with Clerk’s offices 
across the state. 

James praised his deputy clerks for process-
ing the surge of cases.

Special to The Sun

For the past 49 years, the 
Stephen C. Smith Memorial 
Regatta (www.smithregatta.
com) has been held at Shell 
Point Beach for the benefit of 
the American Cancer Society 
in memory of Stephen Smith, 
a local sailor who died from a 
rare form of leukemia at the 

age of 29. 
This year, April 28-30, this 

home-grown family friendly 
event is celebrating its 50th 
birthday and has set an au-
dacious fundraising goal of 
$50,000! Come sail, watch, 
eat lunch at the Regatta grill 
and participate in the Sunday 
afternoon live auction! 

The Regatta draws more 

than 200 registered partici-
pants (sailors & guests) with 
hundreds more spectators 
from all over the southeast. 
The event includes races for 
PHRF yachts, catamarans 
such as Hobie Cats, smaller 
day sailors including Sun-
fish, and windsurfers which 
are the most numerous and 
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Wo r m  G r u n t i n ’  
i n  S o p c h o p p y

Clerk of Courts Greg James

50 years of Stephen Smith Regatta

State looks at hemp

Wakulla Title celebrated 40 years in busi-
ness on � ursday, April 6. Owner Brian 
Plant and a friend started the business 
and opened in the Dubreja building. � e 
friend preferred building surf boards and 
moved to St. Augustine. Plant credited 
having a great sta�  with his success in 
business. (Photos by Lynda Kinsey)

WA KU LLA  TITLE C ELEB R A TES  4 0  YEA R S

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Vito Knowles, owner 
of ExtractShak in Craw-
fordville, which sells 
CBD and hemp prod-
ucts, said he expected 
some sort of state regu-
lation – but current bills 
pending in the Legisla-
ture “would regulate us 
out of business.”

Knowles is referring 
to HB 1475 and SB 
1676. The House bill 
limits 5 mg of THC in 
a single product and 
a total of 50 mg per 
package.

The Senate Bill has 
tighter regulations: it 
is proposed at .5 mg of 
THC per product or 2 
mg per package.

THC is a naturally 
occurring compound 
in marijuana that pro-
duces a high. Hemp 
contains lower levels of 
THC and was allowed to 
be developed under the 
2018 farm bill – but it 
can’t contain more than 
.3% THC. 

But ways have been 

developed to isolate nat-
urally occurring  within 
hemp – such as Delta-8, 
Delta-9, Delta-10 and 
now Delta-11 – which 
contain THC, and then 
concentrate it and put 
it in gummies and other 
products. 

While Delta-8 and 
other extracts have not 

been evaluated by the 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration, Knowles cred-
its the products with 
helping people deal with 
anxiety and pain.

The Legislature, act-
ing on the issue as a 
child protection matter, 
has proposed prohib-
iting sales to anyone 

under 21 and saying 
the packaging must not 
be attractive to children 
– which are proposals 
Knowles say he and oth-
er CBD stores support.

He claims that what 
is really pushing the bill 
are the big marijuana 
dispensaries that see 

Partly Cloudy
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Adalyn Moore, 8th grader at Riversprings Middle School
Student of the Week

Principal: Joshua Sandgren

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: 
Adalyn Moore is an 8th grader at Riv-
ersprings Middle School. Adalyn is a 
defense player on the Lady Bears Soccer 
team, and plays for the Lady Bears Vol-
leyball team. When she isn’t represent-
ing her school in sports, she is a defense 
player on the ASG travel soccer team. 
Adalyn is a hard-working student keep-
ing AB honor Roll. Adalyn’s favorite part 
about being at RMS is socializing with 
friends. RMS is a better school because of 
students like Adalyn! Go Bears!

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

Lu r e d  b y  n e c t a r ,  i n s e c t s  e n t e r  t h e  p i t c h e r  a n d  a r e  d i g e s t e d .

Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Hooded Pitcher Plant
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 

and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

The intriguing hooded pitcher plant (Sar-
racenia minor) is blooming now in the Apala-
chicola National Forest and in the bog garden 
at Sopchoppy Depot Park. The yellow-green, 
upside-down flowers are mildly fragrant. The 
leaves form hollow green cones with curved 
hoods. Lured by nectar, insects crawl into 
these pitchers and cannot escape. Flying in-
sects are confused by “windows” on the back 
of the hood that look like exits. Trapped in-
sects are digested, compensating for poor 
soils. This carnivorous plant grows in boggy 
areas in the coastal southeastern U.S.  Hood-
ed pitcher plants are threatened in Florida. 
NEVER harvest these plants from the wild. 
Carnivorous plant nurseryman Kenny Coo-
gan will speak about and sell hooded pitcher 
plants at the Sarracenia Chapter meeting at 
the Wakulla Library on April 18 at 6:30 p.m.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

NEW LICENCE PLATE 
COMING SOON. 

This new license plate fea-
tures the slogan “Don’t Tread 
On Me” accompanied by a black coiled rattlesnake over 
a yellow bac ground. unds from t e plate will bene it 
the Florida Veterans Foundation. 
Currently this plate is not in stock as we are awaiting 

arrival of the plates from the state. If you would like to 
pre order then please complete the 0 dollar purchase 
and you will be placed on the waiting list.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

ZERO-TURN MOWERS
TITAN® / TIMECUTTER®

LEETRAILERSALES.NET   LEETRAILERSTORO.COM

3922 Crawfordville Rd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32305 

8 5 0  8 7 8 - 0 7 8 8
Locally Owned and Operated • S ALES  • P ARTS  • REP AI RS

Same Location
for 41 Years

Family Owned 
& Operated

Sandra Steward MA 58344

850-745-6422
info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville
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Groundbreaking

Medart Elementary teachers with 4-H Agent Rachel Pienta.

A groundbreaking ceremony was held in Alligator Point 
on Saturday for a new Alligator Point/St. Teresa Vol-

unteer Fire Station. Among the speakers was Franklin 
County Sheri� A. J. Smith, above, and at right with vol-

unteer �re�ghter Paul Parker. (Photos by Gerald Brown)

Optimist Club

Submitted By KAITLYN 
SHEFFIELD

of Wakulla Farm Bureau
and RACHEL PIENTA 

of UF/IFAS Wakulla Extension

This spring, Wakulla 4-H and 
Wakulla Farm Bureau have partnered 
to grow the scholastic embryology pro-
gram in Wakulla County. 

This year, seven classrooms in three 
elementary schools are experiencing 
embryology. Incubators are placed in 
participating classrooms and youth 
learn about the developmental stages 
that happen before the chicken hatch-
es. After hatching, the chicks become 
celebrity classroom guests for about 
a week before starting new lives on 
a local farm. Wakulla 4-H started an 
equipment lending program with local 
schools three years ago. 

In 2023, Wakulla Farm Bureau 
provided an incubator, brooding equip-
ment, and a 4-H embryology education 
book to each school to supplement the 
4-H lending program. In addition to the 
equipment partnership, Wakulla 4-H 
partners with local farmers to provide 
fertilized eggs for incubation. 

This year’s embryology farm partner 

is the Thornton family, who also have 
two children enrolled in 4-H programs. 

Embryology is a 4-H School Enrich-
ment Project supported by the Univer-
sity of Florida Cooperative Extension 

Service and your local County Exten-
sion Service. 4-H Embryology teaches 
students about elements of agricultur-
al and biological science. Through this 
program, students hatch chicks in the 

classroom and witness the day-by-day 
development process with activities 
such as egg candling. 

Classroom educators have the 
opportunity to use additional online 
4-H curriculum resources located at 
https://florida4h.ifas.ufl.edu/4-h-em-
bryology/. Wakulla 4-H agent Rachel 
Pienta serves as a local resource for 
educators to connect schools with 
opportunities to extend classroom 
learning through STEM activities such 
as the Embryology program and Project 
Learning Tree. 

For youth who want to raise chick-
ens at home, Wakulla 4-H offers an 
actual Chick Chain project that runs 
from October through March. This 
project requires youth to raise chicks 
while learning elements of poultry 
science. 

The experience culminates with a 
Poultry Show and Skill-a-Thon. For 
more information about Wakulla 4-H 
clubs, summer camps, and school 
enrichment programs, please visit us 
online at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/
wakulla/4-h-youth-development/ or 
stop by our Crawfordville office at 84 
Cedar Avenue in Crawfordville. 

Special to The Sun

Fifth grade students at 
Medart Elementary had a 
“Battle of the Brains” on 
Friday, March 31st. Two 
teams went head-to-head 
in a competition that 
required them to answer 
questions on a variety 
of topics ranging from 
science to sports. Team 
B was the winning team 
with a final score of 170. 

Team B members 
were Lila Carroll, Siris 
McKenzie, Ruby Metzler, 
Adalee Revell and Tanner 
Wright. Top scorer on 
Team B was Siris McK-
enzie. Team A was close 

with a final score of 153. 
Team A  members 

were Julian Colson, Lai-
la Grove, Landon Jones, 
Maia Michalski, and Lon-
don Thornton. Top scorer 
for Team A was Maia 
Michalski. Siris McK-
enzie was also the Top 
All-Around Scorer for the 
competition. 

Teams were chosen by 
tallying the top scores on 
a trivia quiz taken by all 
5th grade students. The 
top 10 high scorers were 
then put on two teams, 
with four students and 
one alternate on each 
team. 

Medart  5th grade 

t eachers  S tephan ie 
DiLorenzo, Michele Law-
hon, Shelley Spence and 
Diane Driggers helped 
prepare both teams for 
the big event. The Wakul-
la Coastal Optimist Club 
hosts this annual event 
that is held at all ele-
mentary schools in the 
county.  Representing 
the Optimist Club at Fri-
day’s event were JoAnn 
Daniels, Tim Roach and 
Diana Sellers. In addi-
tion to moderating the 
competition, they pre-
sented both teams and 
top scorers with special 
medals honoring their 
accomplishments.

Special to The Sun

Academic Team stu-
dents from Riversprings 
M idd l e  Schoo l  and 
Wakulla Middle School 
held their annual Brain 
Brawl competition. The 
students compete in a 
Jeopardy style contest in 
which they answer toss 
-up questions to earn 
points for their team. A 
correct answer allows the 
team to work together to 

answer bonus questions. 
The topics can be many 
categories such as sci-
ence, literature, math, 
current events, art and 
history. 

The winning River-
springs team members 
were Captain Ronin Tay-
lor, Matthew Thaxton, 
Max McCord, Jacob Per-
ry, Daniel Allen and Em-
ily Zak. 

The Wakulla Middle 
School Team members 

were Gus Barwick, Bobby 
Myhre, Tyler Ripstein and 
Captain Collin Ryan. 

The highest scorer for 
Wakulla Middle was gold 
ribbon winner Bobby 
Myhre. 

Scoring the most points 
on the Riversprings team 
and also earning the red, 
white and blue ribbon 
for highest scorer in the 
competition was Matthew 
Thaxton.

PU B LIC NO TICE S: 
F o r o u r readers’  co n v en ien ce,  The W ak u lla S u n  

pro v ides this P u blic N o tice S ectio n  f o r all P u blic 
N o tices n o t pu blished in  the L eg al N o tice sectio n  

o f  the n ew spaper.

Farm Bureau and 4-H partner on school enrichment

Brain Brawl at Medart

Middle School Brain Brawl

W AK ULLA COUNTY  SCH OOL BOAR D

April 13, 20, 27, 2023

R EQ UEST FOR  M ECH ANICAL 
ENG INEER ING  SER V ICES

FOR  SH AD EV ILLE ELEM ENTAR Y  
SCH OOL H V AC R ENOV ATIONS 

AND  UPG R AD ES
The Waku lla Cou nty S chool B oard is accepting 
proposals for Mechanical E ngineering S ervi ces 
to provi de planning, design and constru ction 
adm inistration for S hadevi lle E lem entary 
S chool HV AC R enova tions and U pgrades. All 
those interested shou ld su bm it { 4 )  fou r copies 
of the following: R esu m e, S F330  Form  or 
equivalent, list of references and qualifications 
to R obert Pearce, S u perintendent of Waku lla 
Cou nty S chools, P.O . B ox 10 0 , 69 Arran R oad, 
Crawfordvi lle, Florida 32327  by 10 :0 0  A.M. on 
May 12, 20 23.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions
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AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

LETTER S FR OM  R EAD ER S

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Editor, The Sun:

The Wakulla Community Theater 
committee would like to thank the fol-
lowing folks for helping make our Feb. 
11 Variety Show Fundraiser a great 
success! 

First, a huge thank you to all of our 
performers, people aged 10 to 70, who 
gave of their time and talent to help 
raise funds for our theater. You were 
all amazing!

Thank you to Sally Wheeler for cre-
ating our new WCT logo. It is so eye 
-catching and we’ve received many 
compliments on it. Thank you to Amy 
Parker for designing and creating our 
tickets, flyer and programs.

Thank you to Kyla Parker for being 
“the girl behind the curtain!” Thank 
you to Lynn and Scott Rossow, Mary 
Katherine and Jay Westmark, and 
Andy Sutton, for taking care of so 
many, many things we could never list 
them all. 

Thank you to Jason Westmark and 
Kru Howard for helping us clean up 
at the end of the night. Thank you 
to John and Diana Hays for the food 
tent, and Joy Arrington for her dona-
tion of the display easels.

A giant thank you to Mike Sherlock, 
Scott Rossow and Rody Strickland for 
taking care of the sound and lights, 
one of the most difficult jobs of all!  
You guys rock!

Thank you to Capital City Bank and 
McIver Flooring for helping fill the the-
ater by selling 150 tickets.

Thank you to all of the individu-
als and businesses that donated door 
prizes – The Shack, Breakfast Station, 
Brent and Anne Thurmond/Panacea 

Chocolates, Diane Perez and Arte’ 
Me ico, Sand and Soul, Civic Brew-
ery, Laurie’s Eye Candy, and Riverside 
Café’.

We would like to thank the Wakulla 
Sun and the Wakulla News for all their 
support through advertising specials 
and publishing our informational ar-
ticles. They have done a wonderful job 
getting the word out to the community 
on behalf of Wakulla Community The-
ater.

Special thanks to the Sopchoppy 
Opry, Wakulla County School Board, 
Mike Barwick, Cole Wells and the his-
toric Sopchoppy High School Facilities 
Crew.

Thank you to Just Fruits and Exot-
ics for the loan of the absolutely gor-
geous ferns.

A huge thank you to Desmond Ma -
well, the host with the most, for being 
the best MC ever

Special thanks to those of you that 
have become WCT sponsors. Your do-
nations and support of our program 
means more than you will ever know. 
To those interested, it is not too late to 
become a sponsor for the 2023 WCT 
theater season.

And finally, we appreciate you, the 
members of the community for all of 
the love and support we felt that night. 
Thank you for coming out in 100% 
rain and cheering our performers on!!

Nancy Commander & Mina Sutton
Directors

Wakulla Community Theater
www.wakullatheater.com

Editor, The Sun:

Hi neighbors, I am writing to call 
your attention to the Talquin Electric 
Cooperative annual election. If you 
are like me, you received your ballot 
in the mail a few days ago. In it, aside 
from electing trustees to the coopera-
tive, they are also proposing amend-
ments to their bylaws. I am not writ-
ing to tell anyone how to vote, but I 
am writing to tell you why I will be 
voting “NO” to their proposed bylaws 
amendment. In their amendments, 
they propose adding a new Article XI 
entitled “Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion” to their bylaws. This provision 
provides in relevant part: ”The Par-
ties agree that any disputes to arbi-
trate must be brought in an individ-
ual capacity and not as a plaintiff or 
class member in any purported class 
or representative capacity... It is the 
intention and agreement of the Par-
ties not to arbitrate class actions or 
to have consolidated arbitration pro-
ceedings.”

The “Summary of Proposed Amend-
ments” included with the ballot pro-
vides their rationale for proposing this 
provision in the amendment. I would 
encourage you to read it and read it 
carefully. Consider what the impact 
would be to you if you and several of 
your neighbors were injured, harmed, 
or negatively impacted in some way 
by Talquin’s provision of services of 
water or electricity, or lack thereof, to 
your home by their own negligence or 
failure to comply with quality control 
regulations or standards. I person-
ally do not find their rationale com-
pelling or factually accurate. They 
claim that there are “no restrictions 
on class action litigation” in state or 
federal court. And that “[t]his forces 
the Cooperative to expend significant 
resources on litigation, regardless of 
whether the claims are meritorious.” 
They say the proposed amendment 
seeks to protect the Cooperative’s re-
sources. I take issue with all these 
claims. But first I would point out 
that the perception of whether a claim 
is meritorious depends on what side 
of the suit the party is on. In federal 
court any proposed class action suit 
must satisfy the requirements of Fed-
eral Rule of Civil Procedure 23. I won’t 
bore you with all the specifics but suf-
fice it to say that a court must deter-
mine if all the requirements for bring-
ing a class action have been met, and 
only then may the court certify the 
class action in order to proceed. Flor-
ida state court class actions are gov-
erned by Florida Rule of Civil Proce-
dure 1.220, which has requirements 
similar to the federal rule, and also 
requires a court to determine wheth-
er a claim may or may not proceed 
as a class action. Practical consider-
ations, efficiency considerations, and 
other factors are weighed by a judge 
in reaching that decision. Among the 
requirements that must be met are 
that the suit alleges a question of fact 
or law common to all members of the 
class. Once a court decides to allow 
a class action to proceed, the claim 
cannot be voluntarily dismissed by 
the parties without court approval. 

Perhaps it is worth asking Talquin, 
just how much money has it spent 
defending against class action law-
suits? How many cases have there 
been? What were their outcomes? 
How many were dismissed for being 
non-meritorious? Is there a recent 
phenomena that prompted the need 
for this amendment now?

But aside from that, and more im-
portantly, this would eliminate the 
ability of a group of homeowners or a 
homeowners association, on behalf of 
homeowners, to arbitrate any claims 
multiple residents may have against 
Talquin in a single class arbitra-
tion. That does not sound feasible or 
cost-effective to me. The amendment 
pits the single homeowner to do bat-
tle with Talquin all alone even if over 
a hundred or a thousand residents 
have the same injury or complaint. 
That would include all claims no mat-
ter how meritorious they are.

That is not what I call “protecting 
resources” of the cooperative. In my 
opinion, this would put the individu-
al consumer in the weakest possible 
position to pursue any claim against 
Talquin should the need arise. That 
may be in the best interest of protect-
ing Talquin from legal claims brought 
against them by their consumers, but 
I fail to see how it would be in the best 
interest of their consumers – espe-
cially if it involves multiple claims of 
the same harm to a large number of 
consumers for the same reason. One 
of the most common types of class 
actions are consumer related com-
plaints. Does it really save resources, 
or make sense, to force multiple con-
sumers with the same exact problem 
or complaint to individually arbitrate 
the same issue they all share, one at 
a time rather than all at once?

But that is not the last of it. To go 
even further, the last sentence of the 
amendment to Article XI purports to 
waive your right to a trial by jury in 
a court of law against Talquin. No 
thank you! I will not be voting to waive 
my right to anything. That is not to 
say that I believe it is even possible 
to waive an individual’s right to jury 
trial in this manner.

One other thing, I don’t know any 
of these people (the incumbents) 
seeking reelection, but the fact that 
they are recommending this gives me 
pause to vote for any of them. I have 
always thought that if you only have 
one option to vote for, you should have 
the right to vote “No” on that single 
option. An “election” with no choice is 
neither a vote nor an election. Your 
vote simply does not matter in those 
types of “elections.” 

If it is one thing we don’t need any 
more of, it is “elections” where your 
vote doesn’t matter.

David De La Paz, Esq.
Crawfordville

De La Paz specialized in Constitution-
al Law, Judicial Process and Govern-
mental Public Policy, and was a staff 
director for the Florida House of Repre-
sentatives for several years in commit-
tees with oversight over the judiciary, 
and criminal and civil justice matters.

Editor, The Sun:

Dear Attorney General Ashley 
Moody,

 
Seeing that we haven’t had “ade-

quate due process” to take the FWC 
to court for 25 years, no matter how 
egregious their rule, I have three 
questions.

1. Since the Governor is the head 
of the Executive Branch, does he have 
the power to veto an FWC “rule?” 

2. Can the governor compel the 
FWC to establish the adequate due 
process that the FWC refused to es-
tablish after the Legislature instruct-
ed them to do so?

3. Finally, at what point are you go-
ing to hold the FWC accountable for 
their refusal to establish “adequate 
due process?” Per Art. IV, Sect 9. Fla. 
Const. 

I started fighting this battle at age 
43 and I am now 67 years old. If you 
THINK the legislature doesn’t realize 
the problem, look at the inner word-
ings on HJR 7173, which was signed 
into law in June 2007. I worked with 
the Senators and Representatives on 
that bill that passed 155-1. As you 
know, you recently fought against the 
Supreme Court reviewing Art. 12, Sect 
23, and guess what? As a direct result, 

there are groups that realize there is 
no “due process” at the FWC, whose 
attorneys have been in constant con-
tact with me for the last year, creat-
ing petition drives that directly name 
Executive Branch officials, including 
the governor and FWC officials for 
lawsuits. The titles proposed for their 
amendments will easily win over Flor-
ida voters, but destroy this state. ALL 
because our “free state” refuses to en-
force the constitution as written, vot-
ed on and guaranteed. 

As 1st Chief Judge Edwin Brown-
ing Jr. stated in another of our cases:  
“If agencies are not required to justify 
their alleged rational basis at an ev-
identiary hearing when that basis is 
refuted, as here, this court is prepar-
ing a fertile field for the growth of im-
perious agencies, with all of the mis-
chief it entails.”

Thank you for considering citizens 
that have not had “adequate due pro-
cess” for 24 years. There is 100 times 
more proof than in this email. We 
don’t want to go to Federal Court, but 
if we have to, what we have is irrefut-
able. 

 
David Grix

President
Fishing For Freedom Inc.

� anks for support of variety show Why I’m voting no on Talquin bylaws

Seeking due process at FWC
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ JA N CO LV IN
WAK U LLA TITLE

“ I worked for 
Chic ag o Title 

Insuranc e 
Co. in Fort 

Lauderdale.”

LISA G R INE R
FAR M B U R E AU

“ I was 
g raduating  

hig h sc hool.”

Polled at Wakulla Title Company’ s  40th Anniv ersary Party &   Celeb ration:

MAR Y  WALLACE
CAPITAL CITY  H O ME  LO ANS

“B rac e yourself 
world, here 

c omes a 
teenage r.”

“R epub lic an 
Leader 

Pro Tem” ( in the 
state Senate) .

FR ANK  ME SSE R SMITH
TR Y ING  TO  R E TIR E

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

JO H N SH U FF
PR O PE R TY  MANAG E R

“I n 1983 we started 
Tupelo Construc tion 

in the old G owdy 
b uilding. I  got  my 

G eneral Contrac tors 
Lic ense that year.”

What were you doing 40 years ago?

Library News – April 13
UPCOMING EVENTS!

Thursday, April 13
 No Programs Today
Friday, April 14
 Quilting Guild 9:30am
Saturday, April 15
 TMH READ Therapy Dogs 
10am
Monday, April 17
 American Legion 6:30pm
Tuesday, April 18
 Crafting Group 9:30am

 Book Bunch 10am
 Memoir Writing 10am
 Lego Club 4pm
 Republican Women’s Group 
5:30pm
 Sarracenia Chapter of the 
Native Plant Society 6:30pm
Wednesday, April 19
 Book Babies 10am
 Knitting Group 4pm
Thursday, April 20
 Veteran’s Meet-up 11am
 Tech Learning Lab – Robots! 

5pm
 The Farm and Gardens HOA 
Annual Meeting 6:30pm
 Wakulla Amateur Radio 
Club 7pm

WCPL PRESENTS: 
STAR WARS DAY

Join us for our annual Star Wars 
Day celebration! Journey through 
our walk-through experience where 
you will have a chance to battle 
storm troopers, complete the Kessel 
Run, and escape the Sarlac as well 
as create a craft to take home, test 
your trivia skills, and enjoy some 

themed snacks. Keep an eye out 
for some of your favorite characters 
as well! Costumes strongly encour-
aged! Saturday, April 29th at 3pm 
at the library.

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

• Saturday, May 27th for Memo-
rial Day

• Tuesday, July 4th for Indepen-
dence Day

• Saturday, September 2nd for 
Labor Day

COMMUNITY NEWS

Your local source for news.

Activity reported for the week of 
March 31 to April 6:

FRIDAY, MARCH 31

• Gary Bundy reported being in a 
verbal altercation with his neighbor 
Nic Kalicki over his wife getting tan-
gled up in his dog’s leash. The alter-
cation occurred on Thursday, March 
30, but it was only reported a day lat-
er. One party stated there was chest 
bumping but the statements were 
conflicting, and no witnesses could 
be located. Deputy Arturo Cordoba 
investigated.

• Lorrie Keillor reported fraudulent 
use of her credit card. Four separate 
charges for a total over $300. Keil-
lor made contact with her credit card 
company and had the card cancelled. 
Keillor named a possible suspect in 
this case. This case has been sent to 
detectives for further investigation. 
Deputy Dustin Matthews investigat-
ed.

MONDAY, APRIL 3

• Travis Carter reported sever-

al tools and equipment being stolen 
along with his son’s Xbox. A possi-
ble suspect has been identified. This 
case has been sent to detectives for 
further investigation.

TUESDAY, APRIL 4

• Deputy Heather Will conducted 
a traffic stop on a vehicle Paul Brad-
shaw was driving. Bradshaw was 
found to not possess a valid driver’s 
license. Bradshaw also had a small 
amount of marijuana and parapher-
nalia in his possession. Bradshaw 
was issued a citation for driving 
while license suspended or revoked 
(DWLSR). The marijuana and para-
phernalia were collected and turned 
in for destruction. 

• Kyle Burdeshaw reported his ve-
hicle had been burglarized. Taken 
was an assortment of tools and tool-
box valued at approximately $200. 
Additionally, the door handle had 
been torn off, which was valued at 
$200 for replacement. This case has 
been sent to detectives for further in-
vestigation. Deputy Heather Will in-
vestigated.

• Kenneth Faircloth reported being 
stabbed by a friend during an alter-
cation and the subject had fled the 
scene. On arrival contact was made 
with Faircloth who had blood on his 
right ear. When asked what occurred, 
he stated Byron McCranie had beat 
him up but he had not been stabbed 
anywhere. Faircloth advised he did 
not wish to pursue the matter any 
further and signed a non-prosecu-
tion affidavit. He refused to be pho-
tographed and would not complete a 
sworn statement. Contact was made 
with McCranie who stated he had 
not seen Faircloth since around 4:30 
p.m. Deputy Zac Monroe investigat-
ed.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5

• A clerk for Coastal Market report-
ed a gas drive-off. The driver of a Ford 
van failed to pay for $80.84 in fuel. 
The clerk could not provide further 
information on the van or the driver. 
This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. Deputy Ru-
dolph Hinson investigated.

THURSDAY, APRIL 6

• Richard Shays reported unknown 
suspects entered a residence under 

construction.  The suspect removed 
the copper wiring from the residence 
causing damage to the walls and cut-
ting the wires to the A/C unit. The 
value of the theft and damage was 
greater than $8,000. This case has 
been sent to detectives for further in-
vestigation. 

• Brenda King reported an un-
known suspect used her bank card to 
make three charges in Tallahassee. 
The charges were disputed, and Cap-
ital City Bank is investigating. This 
case has been sent to detectives for 
further investigation. Deputy Dustin 
Matthews investigated.

• Taylor Hussey reported a tempo-
rary license plate that was issued to 
her being used by an unknown per-
son. Hussey began receiving an in-
voice from toll enforcement that she 
owed $45.91 in fees. Hussey stated 
she turned the temporary tag into Up 
Rite Auto sales when she picked up 
her tag. This case has been sent to 
detectives for further investigation. 
Deputy Carla Skelly investigated.

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

Calendar of events for the week of April 13
On the Horizon

� ursday, April 13

• St. Marks City Commission meets at City 
Hall at 6 p.m.
• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla County meets 
this week at the TCC Wakulla Center at 8:30 
a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be 
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Th ursday. Th ere will be 
concessions and raffl  es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin 
Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, April 14

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
8 p.m. every Friday at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, April 15

• Horseman’s Association Show at noon at 
the Equestrian Park.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability lev-
els are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, April 16

• Th e County Commission meets at 5 p.m. 
in the Commission Chambers.
• Th e Wakulla County School Board meets 
in the administration offi  ce at 5:45 p.m.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability lev-
els are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is available 
weekly for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 

Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative 
Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, April 18

• Th e Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida 
Native Plant Society will hold their month-
ly meeting on Tuesday, April 18, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Wakulla Co. Public Library. 
Th e program will feature Kenny Coogan 
as he shares his vast knowledge of growing 
carnivorous plants.  He will have native  
carnivorous plants for sale along with his 
book: “Florida’s Carnivorous Plants”.  A 
Zoom link for the presentation will be avail-
able—request it at Sarracenia.nps@gmail.
com.   Meetings are always free and open to 
the public.
• Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Yin Yoga at 10:30 a.m. and Flow Yoga at 6 
p.m with Nellie. Classes are $12, packages 
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawford-

ville Hwy. Please RSVP email at new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, April 19

• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability lev-
els are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the Wakulla Senior Center.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
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From Front Page

the CBD stores as com-
petition. 

“The bill is confusing, 

but at the end of the 
day, it’s intended to put 
us out of business,” he 
says, adding: It would 
eliminate 189,000 jobs 

and close 10,000 small 
businesses.

Knowles said when 
he f irst  started the 
store selling only CBD 
products his sales were 
$1,000 a day. With the 
development of Delta-8 

and other derivatives, 
his sales have more than 
doubled to $2,500 a day.

Under the bill, he 
would be forced to go 
back to selling only the 
CBD isolate.

State looks at hemp

By MARJ LAW

“I really think I’d like 
a wheel gun,” Newbie 
says to me.

“A real gun?” I’m not 
understanding her.

“No, a wheel gun. 
One with the round 
thingie in the middle.”

“Oh, yes. A wheel 
gun. A revolver.”

“That’s it! I want a 
revolver. You just put 
your bullets in the 
holes and point and 
shoot. The gun is so 
easy to use and it never 
jams.”

“Okay. You want a 
gun that’s super easy 
to use.”

“Yes! There’s too 
much to learn with that 
other kind.”

“ Y o u  m e a n  a 
semi-automatic?”

“Yes. That one. You 
have to put bullets 
in a magazine, then 
the magazine into the 
handle. How do you get 
the bullets in there? 
How do you know if 
the magazine’s in all 
the way? 

Then you have to pull 
the top of the gun back. 
How do you know if 
you’re strong enough? 
What if the gun jams? 
How do you fix it? And 
there’s all these levers 
and buttons on the side 
of the gun. I think it’s 
just too complicated to 
start out on a semi-au-
tomatic.”

“Okay, so let’s look 
at a revolver.”

“Sure. But not a .22. 

Jim said a .22 is just a 
peashooter. He says I 
have to have at least a 
.380 if I’m going to use 
it for self-defense.”

“So, let’s look at the 
Taurus .22 magnum 
revolver.”

“But that’s a .22!”
“It is. However, a .22 

magnum has about the 
same stopping power 
as the .380. You can 
see that the round is a 
lot longer than the .22 
long rifle round. This 
Taurus 942 is an 8 shot 
revolver. Most revolvers 
hold 5 or 6 shots, but 
this one holds 8. Let’s 
look at it.

I’m pushing this but-
ton, which is called the 
cylinder release button. 
Now we can move the 
cylinder to the side 
and notice that all the 
chambers are empty. 
Whenever you handle a 
gun, first always make 
sure you know if the 
gun is loaded or not.”

“I see all the holes 
are empty.”

“Now, I’m going to 
pass you the gun, al-
ways pointing the muz-
zle in a safe direction.”

“Why bother? We 
both know there isn’t 
any ammunition in the 
gun!”

“Because terrible 
things can happen. 
You’d think that on 
the set of the movie 
Rust, there couldn’t 
be a problem with a 
firearm. The set had 
an armorer, a first as-
sistant director, an am-
munitions supplier and 
a prop master. The 
actor, who was also the 
producer, shot off the 
gun, killing a person 
on the set. He should 
never have handled a 
gun because he didn’t 
know how to make sure 
it was a safe gun. If it’s 
in your hands, it’s your 
responsibility. All those 
people should have ver-
ified, but no one made 

positive certain that 
there were no active 
rounds in the gun.”

“Yeah. I sure heard 
about that movie. Okay. 
I’ve looked at every 
chamber and they’re all 
empty.”

I hand her the gun.
“Wow! It’s heavier 

than I thought it would 
be!” she exclaims.

“The gun is all metal. 
This is good because 
when you shoot, the 
mass of the gun will ab-
sorb a whole lot of the 
recoil. The Taurus 942 
weighs 23.60 ounces.”

“It’s too heavy for 
my purse, but maybe I 
could wear it in a hol-
ster on my belt.”

“Yes, it’s probably 
too heavy to lug in your 
purse, but it’s still quite 
a small gun at 4.64” 
high and 1.34” wide. 
With its 3” barrel, the 
total length is 7.6” long. 
A lot of people will find 
it carryable. Others will 
keep it by their bedside 
or in their car. Some 
will do all 3.”

“Tell me. What is 
good about this Tau-
rus?”

“Sportsman Out-
doors Superstore says 
it is: ‘lightweight. Low 
recoil. Exceptionally re-
liable. The all-new Tau-

rus 942 is an 8-shot 
22WMR revolver that’s 
ideal for concealed car-
ry, recreational shoot-
ing and skills training.’

Gun digest says of 
the Taurus:

‘Beyond the weight, 
part of that in-hand 
appeal is the ergonom-
ic rubber grip, which 
seats well in my large, 
glove-sized hands.  The 
weight and the grip 
make it a sound-han-
dling iron.’

It goes on to say: 
‘With no slide to rack, 
you can practice on 
easy repeat until your 
finger starts to blister.’”

“I like the rubber 
grip,” she says. “It fits 
my small hands. I like 
that it doesn’t have 
buttons and doodads to 
learn about, too.”

We are at the Wakul-
la County Sherif f ’s 
Office (WCSO) range. 
Since everyone at the 
pistol range has agreed 
that it is “cold,” we are 
able to walk downrange 
and put up our target.

We return. 
The shooters all agree 

now that the range is 
“hot.” We can put on 
hearing and sight pro-
tection and cross the 
red line on the floor 
which indicates that we 

are now on a hot range. 
At this point, we can 

put our guns on the 
shooting bench, load 
them, and shoot at 
our targets. Before we 
shoot, we discuss safe-
ty rules listed on the 
sheriff’s large sign. We 
talk about stance and 
grip, too.

“We will shoot this 
gun in what we call 
single and double ac-
tion,” I tell her. “In 
double action, we pull 
the trigger and the gun 
goes off. The trigger 
both cocks the ham-
mer and releases it so 
the gun fires. However, 
the trigger pull can be 
kinda strong in double 
action, so first we will 
shoot in single action. 
We will cock the ham-
mer ourselves, then all 
the trigger does is re-
lease the hammer and 
the gun fires. When 
you give the trigger less 
work to do, it is much 
easier to shoot the gun.

Let’s try it. First put 
your thumb on the 
hammer and pull it all 
the way back.”

“That’s a little hard,” 
she says.

“Now we aim. Line up 
the rear sight’s empty 
square with the front 
sight. When the front 

sight appears to fill 
in the top of the rear 
sight’s empty square, 
you’re ready to shoot 
at your target. Squeeze 
the trigger: don’t yank 
it.”

S h e  a i m s .  S h e 
squeezes the trigger. 

Blam!
She turns to me and 

grins.
“That wasn’t hard 

at all! I didn’t even feel 
much kick! Can we do 
it again?”

After several more 
shots, while paying at-
tention to stance and 
grip, we shoot in double 
action.

“This time, all you 
will do is pull the trig-
ger,” I explain. “Be pre-
pared that your finger 
will have to work hard-
er because you’re not 
cocking the gun first.”

She aims. She pulls 
at the trigger. 

“Huh,” she says. “I’m 
going to have to pull 
harder.”

She does. Blam!
“It sure is a lot easier 

in single action,” she 
says. “But, if Mr. Bad 
had broken into my 
house and was coming 
after me, I know adren-
aline will help me pull 
that trigger!”

“That’s right. But in 
the meantime, you can 
practice shooting in 
single action. This will 
help you to remember 
your good stance, grip, 
and aim. The Taurus 
942 .22 magnum is a 
great gun to learn on 
and it is a lot more 
powerful than a .22 
long rifle round.

Gun Digest sums up 
the Taurus: “The Model 
942 from Taurus is a 
compact, quality, rim-
fire revolver at a price 
that can’t be beat. It 
could play a role in a 
self-defense kit or as a 
kit gun in the moun-
tains or on the water. 
But, more than any-

A Wheel Gun: the Taurus 942 .22 Magnum

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR
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MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park, took this 

photo of a juvenile alligator sunning itself.
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This week, we are 
celebrating the life of 
one of our members, 
Chuck Hickman.  Chuck 
crossed the bar on 22 
March 2023. 

After joining the USCG 
Auxiliary in 2006, Chuck 
offered his time, talent 
and great sense of hu-
mor to our Flotilla and 
members of the com-
munity. 

During his service he 
qualified as boat crew, 
RBS visitor, Vessel Ex-
aminer, Instructor, TCT 
Facilitator, AUXSCE In-
structor (search, coordi-
nation, execution).  He 
served as a Flotilla Staff 
Officer for Communica-
tions, Public Affairs, Pro-
gram Visitor and Vessel 
Examinations and as a 
Division Staff Officer for 
Program Visotor. 

He became AUXOP in 
2021, the year he retired 
after over 15 years of 
dedicated service.  He 
was awarded the Aux-
iliary VE/MDV Service 
Award, CG Meritorious 
Team Commendation, 
the Sustained Service 
Award, the Auxiliary 
RBS Insignia, the CG 
Unit Commendation, the 
Auxiliary Achievement 
Award, the Auxiliary PE 
Service Award, and qual-

ified for the DHS Out-
standing Unit Award. 

In 2010, He offered 
his vessel, My Gail, as a 

facility.  It was used on 
many maritime observa-
tion missions through-
out Apalachee Bay for 

many years.
Fair winds and follow-

ing seas Chuck, thank 
you for your service. 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.usc-
gaux.net follow us on 
FaceBook @ Apalachee 
Bay Flotilla 12 or contact 
our Flotilla Command-
er Phil Hill at pnkkh-
ill2000@yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, 
Staff Officer for Vessel 
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

Chuck Hickman joined the Coast Guard Auxiliary in 2006. 
He passed away on March 22.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 
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Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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April 13
New

April 20
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4:57PM ----
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Moon rise/setSun rise/set
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7:10AM
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3:49AM
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49%

37%

27%

17%

9%

4%

1% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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From Front Page

arguably the most colorful par-
ticipants in the Regatta.

The windsurfing fleet will be 
competing in multiple races 
Saturday and a long-distance 
race Sunday morning. Catama-
rans and one design day sailors, 
and small and large (22 feet 
and over) monohulls will race 
over their own courses on Sat-
urday. The public is invited to 
view the races on Saturday and 
Sunday. Eat your lunch on the 
beach – food will be available for 
purchase at the Regatta Grille!

THE AUCTION

Thousands of dollars’ worth 
of donated items, from jewelry 
to sailboats will be auctioned 
at approximately 2 pm on Sun-
day afternoon. Everyone has a 
great time as our auctioneers 
describe the items and ask for 
bids. You can pick up some 
great deals while contributing! 
We encourage generous offers 

since all the proceeds will ben-
efit residents in the Big Bend 
area. There is also an early on-
line auction from April 12-26, 
2023 and items can be pre-
viewed at (www.smithregatta.
com). Just look for the Auction 
tab at the top of the page. 

AN AMERICAN CANCER 
SOCIETY (ACS) BENEFIT

In addition to the many pa-
tient services provided to chil-
dren and adults, the American 
Cancer Society funds research 
and public education, which are 
vital in the effort against this 
stealthy killer. The ACS receives 
no government funding, relying 
exclusively on the generous 
support of private donations. 
Thanks to our MANY wonderful 
supporters and volunteers, over 
the last five years the Stephen 
C. Smith Memorial Regatta 
Foundation, Inc. contributed 
over $115,000 to the ACS, most 
of which stayed in Wakulla, 
Leon, Jefferson, Gadsden, Mad-

ison, Taylor and other Big Bend 
Counties, providing services to 
our area residents. 

Contributions may be made 
by donating items for the auc-
tion, in-kind merchandise to 
support the event, or negotiable 
funds. To join our team or to 
donate auction items, contact 
an event chairman www.smi-
thregatta.com/foundation.cfm.

Can’t make the Regatta but 
would still like to help? Then 
donate directly by going to 
http://www.smithregatta.com/
donate/  Thank you!

THE FOUNDATION

The Stephen C. Smith Memo-
rial Regatta Foundation, Inc. is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
that conducts the regatta annu-
ally. The 2023 event organizers 
are the Shell Point Sailboard 
Club (SPSC), the American Can-
cer Society (ACS), the Apalachee 
Bay Yacht Club (ABYC) as well 
as numerous businesses and 
individuals. 

50 years of Stephen Smith Regatta

Underwater    WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

Fires in Diving

Kona Divers on the Big Island of Hawaii, just 
down the street by an hour, had a very serious fire 
on Friday. Fortunately, the fire was contained to the 
upstairs of the store, as they had just installed an 
Oxygen blending facility downstairs. The oxygen cyl-
inders would have been of great concern had the fire 
reached the fill station. Fire in diving is always a big 
concern. We know about the challenge with a house 
fire melting aluminum cylinder not fully filled. They 
explode before the burst disk pressure is reached, 
sending shrapnel throughout the building. Kona 
Divers had plenty of them downstairs too.

For starters, oxygen used to make Nitrox, or while 
filling oxygen cylinders, creates an elevated risk of 
fire in a number of ways. If the cylinder contains 
hydrocarbons left over from a compressor using non 
oxygen comparable lubricants, a fire can combust 
with the heat of compression and a spark. Partial 
pressure filling tanks to make Nitrox, results from 
first pumping 100% oxygen into the cylinder before 
topping it off with air. Worst would be when 100% 
oxygen is pumped directly into a cylinder, not ren-
dered oxygen clean with a nontoxic, degreasing agent. 
A Nitrox facility in the Florida Keys exploded when 
one of their flasks, being pumped with oxygen, sent 
the entire stack flying everywhere, including across 
the canal and into yachts parked across the canal.

When hoses or fill valves are not made oxygen 
clean, they too can burn under the right conditions. 
When the fire happens in the hose, we call it flashing. 
Take a Q-tip and push it into the hose and see if you 
can pull out a black residue. All fill whips should be 
flushed with a degreaser like Crystal Green every few 
years just to be sure.

Many years ago, an oxygen cylinder was dropped 
while being filled, resulting in a curse, a clank noise, 
a whoosh noise and a bang explosion, killing the fill 
station operator and setting the store on fire. Cus-
tomers were also injured. The company never fully 
recovered. Handling pure oxygen is risky. Cylinder 
pressures above 500 psi elevate the risk of a fire with 
higher pressure. The industry recommends not filling 
cylinders over 3000 psi, very slowly (not faster that 
100 psi per minute) and cautiously. Containment is 
highly recommended.

Rebreathers are subject to the risk of fires. One of 
the cylinders on a rebreather is full of pure oxygen. 
That gas must flow through a regulator before be-
ing fed into the breathing loop. Fires have occurred 
when a simple interlocking o-ring was replaced, ac-
cidentally lubricated with silicone (very fire-prone in 
the presence of pure oxygen). The damage included 
melting the regulator, the tank valve and burns to the 
owner. A similar fire occurred when the tank valve 
was serviced by a technician unfamiliar with oxygen 
safety who lubricated it with silicone grease. The fill 
station operator had a similar explosive fire experi-
ence. On a boat in the Red Sea, a group of rebreather 
divers were assembling their rigs when a diver forgot 
to open his oxygen cylinder before putting the rig on 
his back. When he remembered, he reached back and 
flipped it on quickly. The regulator burst into flames, 
prompting the diver to swing the rig off his back and 
on to the deck of this wooded boat. Everyone then 
jumped overboard, all but one person leaving their 
rigs on the boat. The sea was flat calm, so everyone 
watched their expensive rebreathers burn up as res-
cue boats converged. Someone got a great picture.

Every year someone burns a compressor up ex-
plosively while blending Nitrox. We did once, when 
the monitoring oxygen sensor failed and resulted 
in too high an oxygen content for the design of the 
compressor. The resulting bang exploded the safety 
pressure relief devices, turned the oxygen compati-
ble oil in the crank case black, and scared all of us! 
Fortunately no further injury or damage happened, 
but we never used that compressor again. Fires in 
diving are ever present!

From the Underwater Wakulla archives.
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Are your friends good for you?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Are  you  hang ing 
out with someone (or 
a crowd of someones) 
that isn’t good for you? 
If you’re having trouble 
answering this question, 

perhaps a different one 
would give you some 
perspective: How would 
you feel if your children 
grew up to be just like 
the people you choose to 
spend time with?

If you continue to 
hang out with these peo-
ple (or a similar type), 
what kind of person will 
you be a year from now? 
Five years from now? 
Will their influence help 
you become a better 
individual, spouse or 
parent? If you continue 
to spend time with these 
people, will it help you 
be effective at work, a 
blessing in your church 

or a leader in your com-
munity?

Psalm 1:1 (ESV) talks 
about avoiding ungodly 
influence: “Blessed is the 
man who walks not in 
the counsel of the wick-
ed, nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits in the 
seat of scoffers.”

Do you want to em-
ulate the people you 
spend most of your time 
with? Or are they simply 
a means to momentarily 
escape from life’s pres-
sures—at the expense of 
your integrity? Do they 
support your convictions 
and goals, or do they 
mock and ridicule what 

you know to be true and 
good? 

Sometimes friends 
may offer wrong advice, 
even though they have 
good intentions. They 
might help you make 
up a story to tell your 
boss that covers up the 
real reason you missed 
work, or encourage you 
to comfort yourself with 
an unwholesome activ-
ity. If we’re not careful, 
during a weak moment, 
any of us can give in to 
ungodly counsel. 

Poor influence can 
be subtle. The more we 
listen to dishonorable 
advice and take part 

in harmful activities, 
the more our thinking 
becomes clouded. The 
next thing we know, our 
desires and goals de-
rail. Rather than feeling 
blessed, as our verse 
mentions, we feel regret 
and disappointment. Not 
only about the way our 
life is going but also in 
ourselves.

This doesn’t have to 
be the end of our sto-
ry. Beginning today, 
with God’s help, we can 
choose better friends. If 
this is an area you need 
help with, consider be-
friending someone you 
respect at church. Or 

become a volunteer at 
Habitat for Humanity or 
some other worthwhile 
organization. 

By spending t ime 
with people you admire, 
you’ll form solid, healthy 
friendships with peo-
ple you’d be proud to 
emulate—and pleased 
to have your children 
emulate.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the 
blog, www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect 
with her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n
C a th ol ic C h urch

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745- 8359

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Church Briefs
• Workshop on abortion to be held by 
Mount Olive #2

Mount Olive Primitive Baptist will have 
a workshop on the facts about abortion on 
Saturday, April 15, at 10 a.m. The church 
is located at 8 Spring Creek Highway in 
Crawfordville.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By CHERYL CRUCE

My earliest memories 
of Sunday are of ruffled 
dresses and shiny black 
patent leather shoes 
with a side buckle. Mom 
and Dad would spend 
the morning tending 
to their brood of young 
ones and setting a ta-
ble of cheese grits and 
homemade biscuits for 
breakfast. Amazingly, 
our parents were im-
peccably dressed as we 
loaded up in the 1965 
Comet and drove to the 

church a short distance 
from home. 

Lakeside Baptist 
Church consistently 
glistened with the look 
of fresh white paint. The 
stately old oaks that 
shaded the parking lot 
welcomed members and 
visitors alike. Each of us 
would make our way to 
the Sunday school class-
es until it was time for 
services in the sanctu-
ary. The sanctuary was 
reverent and whisper 
quiet as friends greeted 
each other and families 
gathered together. The 
piano and the voices 
raised in song filled the 
building with a melody 
of joy. 

Lakeside was my 
childhood church, the 
place where I learned of 
faith. I still have the Bi-
ble they presented to me 

in 1968. There is some-
thing special about those 
memories that linger in 
the recesses of my being, 
continuing to teach me. 
Today, when I see young 
ones in church, I won-
der what memories they 
will gather from their 
childhood church. Will 
their memories sustain 
their faith in the years to 
come? 

Recently, our young 
people came forward for 
a youth moment during 
services. After we shared 
a few moments speaking 
from the scripture, they 
returned to the congre-
gation to be with their 
families. However, one 
precious child asked if 
she could stay a little 
longer. She remained by 
my side during the joys 
and concerns of the peo-
ple. Then we sat on the 

step behind the altar as 
we prayed for the needs 
of the people. After this, 
she happily rejoined her 
family. 

Scripture teaches us 
we are to raise a child in 
faith so that when they 
are old, they will remain 
in faith (Proverbs 22:6). 
We are also taught that 
we are not to anger or 
provoke our children to 
anger but raise them 
in love and the knowl-
edge of God (Ephesians 
6:4). Even so, we see a 
continuous trend of the 
absence of children and 
young families in our 
churches today. Our 
faith is more than tra-
dition; it is our heritage. 
It is to be nurtured and 
passed down to our chil-
dren.

There are so many 
theories tossed around 

about the downfall of 
society, and many of 
these may be correct. 
Nonetheless, at the core 
of each is the lack of in-
structions and faith we 
have neglected to give to 
our children. Our chil-
dren are our legacy; our 
responsibility is to teach 
them the ways of scrip-
ture so their faith will be 
unshakable. 

I often recall pic-
ture-perfect days of my 
youth when we went to 
church, even though I 
am sure they were any-
thing but perfect. Our 
memories have a way 
of letting go of those 
unpleasantries of life. I 
know Sunday mornings 
will always be the most 
challenging morning 
as you get your family 
ready for church. Some-
thing will break, break-

fast will burn, or some 
shirt will need pressing; 
that is the nature of the 
beast. Charles Swindoll 
said, “Each day of our 
lives, we make deposits 
in the memory banks of 
our children.” What de-
posits are we making to-
day? Are we raising our 
children in faith?

Psalm 127:3-5 Chil-
dren are a heritage from 
the Lord, offspring a 
reward from him. Like 
arrows in the hands of 
a warrior, are children 
born in one’s youth. 
Blessed is the man 
whose quiver is full of 
them. 

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

Whenever a week goes 
by without any hitch-
es, I have learned that 
something somewhere 
is wrong.

I  have l ived long 
enough to realize that 
problems are a part of 
life. Most of mine were 
created by me. I guess 
I’m a great creator in 
that regard. I don’t think 
there is any reward for 
that kind of creativity.

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage is ex-
ceptionally educated in 
this area of my mistakes. 
She could receive the 
Nobel Peace Prize. She 
can recognize one of my 
mistakes two days before 
it even happens. I don’t 

know how she does that 
and probably never will 
find out.

Whenever I screw 
something up, she al-
ways responds, “Have 
you lost your marbles?”

One morning last 
week, I got up before 
The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage and went 
out and got my coffee, 
I saw the kitties out on 
the porch looking in, so 
I opened the door, and 
they came marching in. 
What a great time they 
had together. As I was 
going to feed them, I 
heard a familiar voice 
down the hallway, “Have 
you lost your marbles? 
Get those cats out of 
here.”

Of course, I didn’t 
have to get the cats out 
because they ran for fear 
when they saw her com-
ing down the hallway. I 
just stood there looking 
at the floor, trying to find 
my missing marbles.

If I had more appre-
ciation for my marbles, 
maybe, just maybe, I 
would not be getting in 

as much trouble with 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Her 
obsession with marbles 
is beyond my ability to 
comprehend.

If I still have one or 
two marbles left maybe 
I could figure out how I 
can get back at her.

We had a doctor’s ap-
pointment last week, so 
she drove her Sissy Van, 
and I sat over on the 
passenger side. It’s hard 
for me to get in and out 
of that Sissy Van, but it 
saves me gas money for 
my truck.

As we were going down 
the street, I looked at 
her and said, “Have you 
lost your marbles? You 
missed the street we 
were supposed to turn 
on.”

Inside I was laughing 
hilariously, but she did 
not share in that. She 
just looked at me and 
flashed one of her quirky 
smiles.

I sure do like it when 
a plan comes together.

One morning this 
week, I got up rather late 

and walked out to the liv-
ing room in my pajamas. 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage looked 
at me and said, “Have 
you lost your marbles? 
We have a breakfast ap-
pointment in about 10 
minutes across town.”

I had no idea, or at 
least I forgot about it, 
and maybe she was right; 
I did lose my marbles on 
this one.

I was thinking recently 
about how my life would 
change if I had all the 
marbles I lost. So what 
would my life be like at 
that point?

The other day as she 
was coming in the front 
door from a shopping trip 
I said to her, “Have you 
lost your marbles?”

Looking at me strange-
ly, she said, “What are 
you talking about?”

Smiling back at her, 
I said, “Nothing, I just 
wanted to know if you 
had all your marbles 
together.”

She didn’t think that 
was funny and scowled 
at me and took the shop-

ping bag into the kitchen.
If anybody has mar-

bles, I think she does. So 
my question is simply, 
what is she doing with 
all those marbles?

I think I have one or 
two marbles left, and I 
was thinking of a plan for 
her birthday. I’ve been 
putting a lot of thought 
into it, and I’m almost 
done with the thinking 
aspect and about ready 
to put it all together.

I was in Wal-Mart the 
other day, and walking 
down one of the aisles, I 
saw something that got 
my attention. There on 
the shelf were bags of 
marbles. It was the first 
time I ever saw marbles 
for sale. When I saw 
them, it gave me an idea. 
So I bought a bag of 
marbles.

This year I plan to give 
her a special birthday 
gift. It will be a box filled 
with marbles, wrapped 
in red paper with a lovely 
bow on the top.

When she opens it, I 
expect she will say, “Have 
you lost your marbles?”

I will respond, “No, 
my dear, I found your 
marbles.”

I could not help but 
think of a Bible verse 
in Isaiah 55:8-9, “For 
my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.”

God has never lost His 
“marbles.” God shares 
His thoughts with us in 
the word of God.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

Has anyone seen my marbles?

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR

Raise them in faith
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Willard (Will) Jerome Swanson was reunited 
with his beloved Alice on the morning of March 
25th, 2023, after a separation of 10 weeks. 

Born in his parents’ home in Pierson, Florida, 
nearly 91 years ago, he never failed to tell friends 
and family of the blessed life he lived. He was the 

youngest of five children, and is predeceased by his 
father Stanley Carl Adolpus Swanson, his mother, 
Lula Marion Ashcraft Anderson, his brother Ed-
ward, and his sisters Mary Orr, Anna Anderson, 
Verna Kingery, and great-grandson Price Schaub.

He grew up in a very different Florida, and mar-
velled at the life he lived, first as a high school 
senior who lied about his age to join the Nation-
al Guard with his friends, then following his older 
brother Edward as a Naval recruit after gradua-
tion. While stationed in San Diego, Will proposed 
to Alice, and they were married at the North Is-
land Chapel there. Eventually Will left the Navy to 
join the U.S. Air Force, and he was based at Mc-
Dill AFB, where children Verna and Richard were 
born. Eventually, he joined the U.S. Coast Guard 
and completed his military career of 22 years with 
them.

That career took him to Morocco and post-war 
Japan, to Iceland, to lighthouses and strawber-
ry fields in Michigan, to Cape May, N.J. and the 
U.S.S. Unimac, a sub-chaser keeping tabs on the 
Russians along the East Coast, to his retirement 
in his beloved Florida. Settling in Eau Gallie (Mel-
bourne), he finally got to attend college on the GI 
Bill, earning an elementary education degree from 
UCF. 

Along with Alice, he was an active member of 
St.Paul’s United Methodist Church, and was a 
proud Mason. He was well-known among gener-
ations of neighborhood children as someone who 
fixed their bicycles and always kept a supply of 
bike parts on hand for that purpose. He never met 
a child or an animal he didn’t care about, and be-
lieved in the brotherhood of all mankind.

Will is survived by his children, Verna Brock 
(Ed), Wakulla Station; Richard Swanson (Kent); 
Chicago; and Kim Schuab (Dennis), Lake Leela-
nau. MI;  grandchildren Alan Brock, St. Pete; Anna 
Simmons (Josh) and  Eden Rodgers (Brian) Craw-
fordville; Emma Smith (Matt) Grand Ridge, Katie 
Jo Gill (Nathan), St. Claire, MI; Dean Schaub (Ame-
lia)  Lake Leelanau; Derek Schaub (Olivia), Interlo-
chen, MI;  Dylan Schaub (Jordyn) Interlochen, MI ; 
and Dustin Schaub, Suttons Bay, MI. He also has 
nineteen great-grandchildren: Brennan and Avery 
Simmons; Harrison and Harper Rodgers; Brooke, 
Lana and Kara Smith; Gracie Gill; Carson, Liam, 
Izibelle, and Penelope Schaub; Elijah and Easton 
Schaub; and Navy Schuab.

A memorial service will be held at the National 
Cemetery in Tallahassee, on Friday, April 28th, at 
noon, to be followed by a gathering and refresh-
ments at the Piney Z clubhouse.

Willard ‘Will’ Jerome Swanson

Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Rena Denise Cooley, 60, of Crawfordville, died April 
5, 2023.

• Juanita L. Moore, 83, of Crawfordville died Friday 
April 7, 2023.

All of the deaths are reported by Family Funeral Home 
at Havey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.familyf-
hc.com.

By TRACY RENEE LEE

The death of a loved 
one is never easy and 
for many, it can be one 
of the most difficult and 
emotionally taxing expe-
riences of life. The loss of 
a family member, friend, 
or even a pet can be 
particularly difficult to 
cope with and can have 
a dramatic impact on 
our ability to focus and 
perform in the workplace. 

As such, it is import-
ant to acknowledge and 
understand the grieving 
process and to provide 
support to those in the 
workplace who are strug-
gling with bereavement.

GRIEF BRIEF 172

Work I - Performance

One’s work perfor-
mance usually suffers 
when one is grief-strick-

en.
This is normal, and 

one should see their usu-
al level of accuracy and 
accomplishment return 
as healing takes place.

Unfortunately, not all 
workplaces understand 
the length and depth 
one might suffer during 
recovery.

One may be a highly 
functioning person with 
minimal loss experience.

In such a situation, 
a high functioning indi-
vidual might temporarily 
suffer inaccuracy and 
dysfunctionality.

This can prove frus-
trating for the survivor 
and his/her workplace.

If this is the case, one 
might ask a co-worker, 
or an assistant, to assist 
temporarily by scanning 
one’s work for any dis-
crepancies.

As one works through 
grief recovery, one’s level 
of work should return to 
a normal performance 
and accuracy level. 

The death of a loved 
one is a difficult experi-
ence for anyone, but for 
those in the workplace, it 
can be particularly hard 
to manage and to main-
tain a satisfactory level 

of work performance. It 
is important to remem-
ber that bereavement 
is an emotional process 
and that reactions to 
the loss of a loved one 
can be unpredictable 
and varied. People are 
likely to experience a 
range of emotions such 
as sadness, guilt, anger, 
and even relief. It is also 
important to remember 
that everyone grieves 
differently and that there 
is no one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to managing work 
performance during be-
reavement.

When it comes to man-
aging work performance 
during bereavement, it is 
important to be mindful 
of the grieving process 
and to provide support 
as needed. Employers 
should be understand-
ing and accommodating 
to employees who are 
dealing with a loss and 
should provide a safe 
work environment in 
which employees can 
openly express their feel-
ings. Furthermore, em-
ployers should be willing 
to offer flexible working 
arrangements, such as 
part-time hours or re-
mote working, in order to 
allow employees to man-

age their commitments 
and to take time off when 
needed.

It is at this time that 
employers and employees 
alike, should be aware of 
workload. One should 
consider lightening the 
workload temporarily or 
until the employee feels 
fit to return to their usual 
amount of assignments 
and tasks. During early 
onset of bereavement, 
employees may be pre-
occupied with their loss 
and may find that their 
attention is less focused. 
If bereavement is not 
adequately addressed, 
complicated or prolonged 
grief may become a re-
ality.
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Workload II

The recently bereaved 
may find they stare into 
space, make mistakes, 
and feel shortly fused.

This can be a difficult 
time to return to a full 
workload.

If you are required, 
or find it necessary, to 
return to work soon af-
ter your loss, you might 
consider proofing your 
efforts before calling a 

project complete.
Over time, you should 

see your work perfor-
mance return to your 
usual level of accom-
plishment.

Employees should also 
be encouraged to take 
advantage of any avail-
able resources such as 
counseling services or 
bereavement leave. It is 
important to remember 
that grief is not a lin-
ear process and that it 
can take time to work 
through the emotions 
that come with a loss. 
Taking time to focus on 
self-care, such as engag-
ing in activities that help 
to reduce stress or tak-
ing time to process the 
loss, can be beneficial for 
both mental and physical 
health.

Grieving the loss of a 
loved one can be a dif-
ficult and emotionally 
draining experience, and 
it can have a significant 
impact on work perfor-
mance. It is important 
to acknowledge and un-
derstand the grieving 
process and to provide 
support and understand-
ing to those in the work-
place who are struggling 
with bereavement. By 

providing flexible work-
ing arrangements, access 
to resources, and a safe 
space to express feelings, 
employers can create 
an environment that is 
supportive and under-
standing of those dealing 
with a loss.

My name is Tracy Re-
nee Lee. I am a Certified 
Grief Counselor (GC-C), 
Funeral Director (FDIC), 
published author, syn-
dicated columnist, Pod-
caster, and founder of 
the “Mikey Joe Children’s 
Memorial” and Heaven 
Sent, Corp. I write books, 
weekly bereavement arti-
cles, Podcasts, and Grief 
BRIEFs related to under-
standing and coping with 
grief. I am the American 
Funeral Director of the 
Year Runner-Up and re-
cipient of the BBB’s Integ-
rity Award.

It is my life’s work to 
comfort the bereaved and 
help them live on.

For additional en-
couragement, please 
visit my podcast “Dead-
line” on Spotify and fol-
low me on Instagram at 
“Deadline_TracyLee.”

Discussion of  Jody 
Kilgore’s murder

How to manage work performance during bereavement

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

S e c u r i t i e s  p r od u c t s  an d  ad vi s or y s e r v i c e s  of f e r e d  t h r ou gh  P ar k  A ve n u e  S e c u r i t i e s  L L C  (P A S ), m e m b e r  F I N R A , 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
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RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
WeseleyWeasel101

BEREAVEMENT COLUMN

Who killed Jody Kilgore? The unsolved mur-
der of lifelong resident  Jody Kilgore was the 
topic of discussion at Palaver Tree Theater on 
Friday, April 7. Kilgore was found dead at his 
home in 2014, having been stabbed to death. 
Palaver Tree’s Herb Donaldson hosted the pro-
gram on progress the Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office is making to solve the crime and bring 
Jody’s killer to justice. At right, Herb Donald-
son, Sheriff Jared Miller, Gladys Kilgore (Jody’s 
mom), and Detective Lt. Brett Surace.  Contact 
the sheriff’s office at 850-745-7100 if you have 
any information on this case. (Photo by Gerald 
Brown)
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1. To the Moon!

With the Artemis 
II space program, the 
United States is mak-
ing plans to fly astro-
nauts back to the moon 
for the first time in 50 
years. Last week Ameri-
ca’s NASA space agency 
announced the four as-
tronauts who will make 
up the first crew of an 
Artemis moon mission 
in November 2024. The 
crew will include three 
American astronauts 
and an astronaut from 
the Canadian Space 
Agency of the neighbor-
ing nation of Canada. 
Commander of the crew 
will be G. Reid Wiseman, 
47, a captain in the U.S. 
Navy who previously 
served as NASA’s chief 
astronaut and spent 165 
days in orbit aboard the 
International Space Sta-
tion in 2014. Pilot of the 
mission will be Victor J. 
Glover, Jr., 46, the first 
Black man assigned as 
a crew member on the 
space station who spent 
168 days on the orbiter 
and participated in four 
spacewalks. Mission 
specialists on the flight 
will be NASA astronaut 
Christina Koch and Jer-
emy Hansen of the Ca-
nadian Space Agency. 
Koch, 44, holds the re-
cord for the longest sin-
gle spaceflight by a wom-
an — 328 days — and 
performed the first three 
all-women spacewalks 
with astronaut Jessica 
Meir in 2019 and 2020. 
Hansen, 47, is a fight-
er pilot and one of four 
active Canadian astro-
nauts. He will be mak-
ing his first space flight 
as part of the Artemis II 
mission. The Artemis II 
mission to the moon re-
quires a lot of planning 
by the NASA space agen-
cy. Other activities also 
require careful planning. 
In the newspaper or on-
line, find and closely 
read a story about an 
event or activity that 
interests you. Pretend 
you are a planner for 
this event. Write out five 
things that need to be 
carefully planned in ad-
vance for the event to be 
successful.

Goals: Producing 
clear and coherent writ-
ing in which the develop-
ment, organization and 
style are appropriate to 
the task; citing specific 
textual evidence when 
writing or speaking to 
support conclusions.

2. Special Lullaby

When children are 
frightened or upset, mu-
sic often can help them 
calm down and feel bet-
ter. That’s why mothers 
around the world sing 
lullaby songs to their 
children to help them 
relax at bedtime. In the 
Middle East nation of 
Syria, a special lullaby is 
being used to help chil-
dren deal with the fear 
and stress of living in a 
country at war. Life in 
Syria has been disrupt-
ed by a civil war within 
the nation since 2011, 
and children have had 
to grow up hearing the 
sounds of bombs, gun-

shots, warplanes and 
soldiers fighting with 
each other. On top of 
that, a huge earthquake 
hit Syria in February, 
destroying many neigh-
borhoods and towns. To 
help children deal with 
the stress of all these 
events, Syrian radio 
stations have started 
broadcasting the spe-
cial lullaby “Close Your 
Eyes” every evening to 
help children across the 
country fall asleep. The 
lullaby was written and 
recorded by Syrian sing-
er Ghaliaa Chaker as 
part of the Frequencies 
of Peace lullaby project, 
CNN News reports. The 
24-year-old singer re-
corded the lullaby in the 
Arabic language spoken 
in Syria. It is broadcast 
every night at 8 p.m. so 
that it can be heard in 
homes, neighborhoods 
and refugee camps from 
radios and from speak-
ers mounted on top of 
cars and trucks. Music 
can help children calm 
down and feel better 
when they are frightened 
or upset. In the news-
paper or online, find 
and closely read a story 
about a situation that 
could make children up-

set in some way. Choose 
a song you know or like 
that you think would 
calm the children in 
the situation and make 
them feel better. Write 
a paragraph telling why 
you chose this song and 
how it would help.

Goals: Writing opin-
ion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point 
of view with reasons and 
information; reading 
closely what a text says 
explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from it.

3. Deep, Deep Fish

The world’s oceans 
are home to 20,000 spe-
cies of fish, and they 
come in all shapes, siz-
es and colors. They 
also live in drastical-
ly different depths and 
temperatures. Off the 
coast of the Asian na-
tion of Japan, scientists 
recently took videos of 
fish living deeper in the 
Pacific Ocean than ever 
seen before. A team of 
scientists captured vid-
eo of a young snailfish 
swimming near the bot-
tom of an ocean trench 
more than 27,000 feet (5 
miles) below the surface, 
CNN News reported. 

Previously, the deepest 
snailfish ever spotted in 
the Pacific was at 25,000 
feet. In addition to set-
ting a record for filming, 
the scientists captured 
two snailfish at a deeper 
depth than ever before 
in the Pacific Ocean. The 
two fish were captured 
at a depth of more than 
26,000 feet, the first 
time any fish had been 
captured in the Pacific 
below that depth. While 
snailfish also live in 
shallower water, young 
fish in the species stay 
as deep as possible to 
avoid being eaten by big-
ger predators. The world 
record holder for depth 
among fish is a species 
of cusk-eel observed and 
collected in the Puerto 
Rico Trench in the Atlan-
tic Ocean at a depth of 
27,455 feet. In the news-
paper or online, find 
and closely read a story 
about a discovery such 
as this. Use what you 
read to design a poster 
or artwork showing what 
was discovered, how it 
was discovered and why 
that is important to sci-
entists and other people.

Goals: Using drawings 
or visual displays when 
appropriate to enhance 
the development of main 
ideas or points; produc-
ing clear and coherent 

writing in which the de-
velopment, organization 
and style are appropriate 
to the task.

5. A Giant Egg 
Tradition

The European na-
tion of France is known 
for its cooking feats and 
achievements. But every 
year around the Easter 
holiday, a small town 
there does something 
that is a tradition like no 
other. The town of Bes-
sières collects 15,000 
eggs, cracks them into a 
giant frying pan and cre-
ates an enormous om-
elet to feed to residents 
and visitors gathered in 
the town square. All for 
free. The giant omelet is 
the featured attraction 
of a yearly festival es-
tablished by a local food 
organization that calls 
itself, not surprisingly, 
the World Brotherhood 
of the Knights of the Gi-
ant Omelet. The festival, 
which celebrates its 50th 
anniversary this year, 
features a parade and 
musical performances 
along with the omelet 
and attracts visitors 
from all over the world. It 
is quite a show. At 6 a.m. 
on the Monday after Eas-
ter, chefs start cracking 
eggs and mixing them 

with giant amounts of 
salt, pepper and French 
herbs, the Washington 
Post newspaper reports. 
Then a dozen gallons of 
duck fat is placed in a 
13-foot frying pan that 
weighs more than a ton 
and has a handle made 
from a telephone pole. 
The omelet is cooked 
over a wood bonfire and 
then served with French 
bread to those who have 
gathered. “It’s a story of 
friendship,” the presi-
dent of the omelet broth-
erhood said. “It’s a story 
of sharing.” Many com-
munities have spring 
traditions like the omelet 
festival in the town of 
Bessières. In the news-
paper or online, find and 
closely read stories about 
a spring festival in your 
community or state. Use 
what you read to write a 
letter to a friend, inviting 
him or her to attend the 
festival with you. Be sure 
to list the attractions in-
cluded in the festival and 
how they would be fun to 
do together.

Goals: Writing in-
formative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and in-
formation clearly; citing 
specific textual evidence 
when writing.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Atomic mass unit
4. Criticize mightily
7. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr.)
10. Stand in for
11. Everyone has one
12. Brew
13. Rectify
15. Popular Dodge 
truck model
16. Beef or chicken 
intestine
19. Satisfy
21. Of a particular 
people or localized 
region
23. Movements in 
quick tempos
24. Able to pay one’s 
debts
25. Fleshy bird beak 
covering
26. Dueling sword
27. Helps
30. Court is in it
34. Touch lightly
35. Airborne (abbr.)
36. Of one
41. Baked good
45. Jai __, sport
46. About aviation

47. Low oval mound
50. Rugged mountain 
ranges
54. Compel to do 
something
55. A way to carve
56. Sao __, city in 
Brazil
57. Mustachioed actor 
Elliott
59. American Idol 
runner-up Clay
60. A way to soak
61. Car mechanics 
group
62. Born of
63. Time zone
64. Sea eagle
65. Even’s opposite

CLUES DOWN
1. Sharp mountain 
ridge
2. �in, �brous carti-
lages
3. Provides new details
4. Muscular weaknesses
5. Ottoman military 
title
6. Banes
7. Horse-riding seats
8. Arms of a shirt

9. Narrow path along a 
road edge
13. Viper
14. Dis�gure
17. Variety of Chinese 
language
18. Portray in a show
20. Wrongful act
22. No (slang)
27. State of agitation
28. __ Diego
29. One point east of 
due south
31. 007’s creator
32. �e NBA’s Toppin
33. Midway between 
north and northeast
37. Examples
38. __ Gould, actor
39. �e habitat of wild 
animals
40. Artful subtlety
41. In�elders
42. Keep under control
43. Herb
44. Distressed
47. A way to go down
48. Type of acid
49. Take by force
51. Collected fallen 
leaves
52. Shout of welcome 
or farewell
53. Monetary unit
58. Swiss river

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

NOTICE OF SALE

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

HAIR IT IS BOOTH RENTAL 
SPACE AVAILABLE

Large Separate Room. Great for 
Esthetician, Message Therapist, 

etc. - Crawfordville Location
Suzanne  850-445-8704

MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE
Sat., April 15 – 8 until

935 MLK Rd. ,  Crawfordville
Antiques, Décor, Guy Stuff, 

house wares. 
CANCEL IF RAIN

Fri. & Sat. April 14 & 15
8:30-until

25 Starling Trace, Crawfordville. 
Collectible dolls, 8 piece German 
Walnut Shrunk – glass cabinets 

w/bar., crystal glassware, vintage 
twin bed, tools…a house full!!!

FOR SALE

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946
Hiren & Purvi Patel – Pharmicists

Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDBOOTH RENTAL

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850)926-4353

Hardwood desk w/hutch, $500 
Samsung 43” Smart TV Like 
new Model # UN43MU6300F 

$300. FIRM; Funai 32” Smart TV 
model # 32PFL4664/F7A $75. 
FIRM; Bass Trombone Mute 

Denis Wick London $75. OBO. 
850-745-8691

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

NOW HIRING 
REPORTER
The Wakulla Sun is 

seeking a fulltime general 
assignment reporter. The 
Wakulla Sun is an inde-
pendently owned weekly 

newspaper in Crawfordville 
with a circulation of 2,000  
that also publishes a free 

monthly tabloid with a 
circulation of 16,000. 

SUBMIT RESUME TO 
William Snowden, 

editor and publisher 
of the Sun, at 

editor@thewakullasun.com.

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

VENDORS NEEDED

YARD SALE

MOVING SALE

WELCOME
YARD SALE VENDORS

Set up at Sherlock Springs
& sell your items here. 

April 22 – 8:30am -4:00pm
Call Kathy 850-274-0512

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

SERVICES

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
FLORIDA STAUTE 83.805 SELF STORAGE 

STORAGE SALE  
DATE 4-29-23 at 10:00A.M. 

STORAGE FACILITY NAME AND ADDRESS  
SHIELDS MARINA, INC, 95 Riverside Dr. St. Marks 

FL 32355 ( Wakulla County)
1980 HUNTER VIN# HUN70895M80D-30

TENANT-DONALD W. MCCOY
 1984 CRUISER CHATEAU V VIN# CRS3357BC484

TENANT-RANDALL MCRANIE
1985 BAYLINER VIN# BLZ A31EKL485

TENANT - KEVAN ANDREWS
OWNER – PAMALA DAMARE & BARTON DAMARE

1995 BASS TRA VIN # BUJ07229C595
TENAT – GEORGE DUNN

OWNER – THAD D. MATHEWS
1975 IRWIN VIN# X YM260220775

TENANT – LLOYD MASON
April 6, & April 13, 2023
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By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Florida’s elections in 
2020 and 2022 were 
heralded as smooth-sail-
ing affairs, but that isn’t 
stopping lawmakers from 
going back to the drawing 
board and looking at re-
vamping elections laws.

As lawmakers crossed 
the midway point of the 
2023 legislative session 
this week, a bill began 
moving in the Florida 
Senate that would make 
wide-ranging changes in 
elections laws, including 
putting new restrictions 
on voter-registration or-
ganizations, creating a 
new crime for harassing 
elections workers and re-
laxing campaign-finance 
reporting rules.

The elections package 
(SPB 7050) got a green 
light Tuesday from the 
Republican-controlled 
Senate Ethics and Elec-
tions Committee in a par-
ty-line vote. The 98-page 
bill was released a day 
earlier, which led Demo-
crats on the committee to 
question what they called 
a rush in taking it up.

When asked why the 
bill hadn’t been vetted 
earlier, committee Chair-
man Danny Burgess, 
R-Zephyrhills, attributed 
the delay to “prudence,” 
adding that lawmakers 
have plenty of time to 
scrutinize the measure 
during the second half 
of the 60-day session.
Calling the proposal “very 
technical and mechani-
cal,” Burgess said the bill 
addresses changes in 43 
sections of elections laws.

“Collectively, I think 
that enhanced our re-
sponsibility to try to get 
it right. … So making 
sure all those machina-
tions are working is really 
important, and I think 
prudence is kind of the 
operating word,” Burgess 
said.

But Sen. Tina Polsky, 
D-Boca Raton, pushed 

back.
“This process was real-

ly pretty awful. If this bill 
was so benign, we would 
have seen it a lot earlier,” 
she said.

The bill deals with 
what Burgess described 
as “issues that arise” with 
third-party groups that 
register voters.

The groups currently 
have to register with the 
state. But under the pro-
posal, they would have 
to re-register after every 
general election. The bill 
also would require the 
groups to provide receipts 
to people filling out vot-
er-registration applica-
tions and would shorten 
a timeframe from 14 days 
to 10 days for the groups 
to deliver voter-registra-
tion applications to elec-
tions officials.

The proposal could 
lead to third-degree fel-
ony charges if people 
collect voter-registra-
tion applications for the 
groups and keep personal 
information about voters.

Brad Ashwell, state 
director of All Voting is 
Local Action, told the 
Senate panel that chang-
es proposed in the bill 
would have a “chilling 
effect” on registration 
organizations.

“These organizations 
are providing a service to 
the community. Instead 
of further penalizing and 
discouraging them, per-
haps you could focus on 
creating more obligations 
for the state to register 
voters,” Ashwell said.

ABORTION CHANGES 
MOVE FORWARD

In what would be a 
monumental change, 
the Senate on Monday 
passed a proposal aimed 
at preventing abortions 
after six weeks of preg-
nancy.

The Republican-con-
trolled Senate voted 26-
13 to approve the bill (SB 
300), which will go to the 
House, where it is expect-

ed to pass. It comes after 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
last year overturned the 
landmark Roe v. Wade 
abortion-rights ruling 
and left abortion deci-
sions to the states.

The bill spurred heavy 
debate on the Senate 
floor, while protesters in 
the Senate gallery inter-
rupted the proceedings 
several times by shouting 
in opposition.

Bill sponsor Erin Grall, 
R-Vero Beach, said the 
bill supports a “culture of 
life” and that fetal heart-
beats can be detected at 

six weeks of pregnancy.
“We have to rely on sci-

ence, and what we know 
is that there is a heart-
beat, there is a human 
life that exists, and we 
are either going to stand 
for life or not,” Grall said. 
“And this life deserves 
protecting.”

But Democrats said 
the bill would effectively 
ban abortion in Florida, 
in part because many 
women don’t know they 
are pregnant at six weeks.

Senate Minority Lead-
er Lauren Book, D-Plan-
tation, said the Senate 

was choosing to force an 
“extremist agenda” and 
described the issue as 
a war.

“We must all take up 
the fight, because this 
was never about life,” 
Book said. “It is and it 
always has been about 
control.”

S T O R Y  O F  T H E 
WEEK: Midway through 
the 2023 legislative ses-
sion, Republican law-
makers Tuesday began 
advancing a sweeping 
elections package that 
would impose further 

restrictions on voter-reg-
istration groups, create a 
new crime for harassing 
elections workers and 
relax campaign-finance 
reporting rules.

QUOTE  OF  THE 
WEEK: “Every change 
I’ve seen in my five years 
in the Legislature has 
been intentional to hurt 
one party over the other, 
so there’s just not a lot of 
trust here.” — Sen. Tina 
Polsky, D-Boca Raton, on 
a new elections package.

� e Riversprings Middle School baseball team were conference runners-up this year.

Quarterback Haden Klees is named the district Player of the Year

RMS baseball is conference runner-up
By KYLE MARKS

RMS Coach

Riversprings Middle School baseball finished 
the year battling Suwannee for the top spot in this 
year’s conference. Suwannee would eventually pull 
away late to win back-to-back championships and 
an undefeated season. 

RMS finishes the year at 13-6, their only losses 
in March coming from Suwannee.

The Bears’ success this year came from the 
leadership they had on the mound. Kendal Wimes, 
Brent Wells, Brody Johnson, Landon Phillips, and 
Jayce Hoffman were the leaders on the mound 
with a combined 1.716 era. Johnson led the team 
in with a .792 era. Wimes led the team with 5 wins 
while Johnson and Wells each earned 3. The Bears’ 
offense was led by Wells who hit .409 and crossed 
the plate 15 times.

The baseball team says goodbye to four vocal, 
8th grade leaders: Brent Wells, Brody Johnson, 
Landon Lawrence and Wesson Stanley.

“I would like to thank these boys for leading 
this team vocally, physically, and spiritually this 
season,” said Coach Marks. “Your leadership and 
grit will be missed. Thank you to their parents, 
grandparents, and family for the time and effort 
they poured into this baseball program.” 

100% of the proceeds will go directly to St Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN. THIS WILL BE THE ONLY ONE FOR THIS YEAR. 
Team Cone is partnering up with Wakulla County Sheriff’s Of�ce, Millers Tree Service and English Financial for another rib and butt sale.

War Eagles win 2 of 3 games

By KEITH ANDERSON
WHS Baseball Coach

The War Eagles won 
2 out of 3 games to im-

prove their record to 9-8 
this week.

Wakulla High School 
started the week again 
in dramatic fashion 
beating Leon (11-4) 11-
10 at home. Leon came 
in as the number 2 
ranked team in the area. 

The War Eagles got 
a stellar performance 
from rel iever Jesse 
Nazworth. He came in 
to start the 2nd inning 
down with the War Ea-

gles down 6-0 to throw 3 
shutout innings against 
the Lions and got the 
win on the mound strik-
ing out 4 with 0 walks. 

Gavin Estep came on 
to relieve Nazworth in 
the 5th to preserve the 
win throwing 3 solid 
innings also. Second 
baseman Reid Joyner 
led the offense going 3-4 
with a double. Josiah 
Pierini, Brady Crum, 
Michael Hurley, Parker 

Lawhon, Colby Zinser (2 
RBIs), and Owen Klees 
also added a hit and an 
RBI. 

The second game of 
the week, the War Ea-
gles dropped a game 
to Madison County 11-
3. Madison County’s 
ace kept the Wakulla 
bats down only allowing 
three hits on the night. 

Parker Lawhon, Col-
by Zinser, and Owen 
Klees each scattered a 

singles in the contest. 
Brady Crum added 2 
RBIs. Reliver Garrett 
Veltkamp had a strong 
appearance pitching 
the last 3 innings of the 
game allowing only 2 
hits and striking out 7, 
while walking 1.

On Friday, April 7th, 
the War Eagles traveled 
to district foe Godby. 
The War Eagles bats 
came back alive pound-
ing 13 hits, winning 

14-1. 
Starting pitcher Jesse 

Nazworth threw 4 in-
nings, giving up only 1 
hit striking out 4. Reid 
Joyner was 2-2, Josiah 
Pierini was 2-4 with 
a double, and Colby 
Zinser was 2-3 with 2 
doubles and 3 RBI’s. 
Hayden Wright, Parker 
Lawhon, Michael Hur-
ley, Owen Klees, and 
Sam Bruce all had a hit 
a piece. 

Weekly Roundup: Back to the elections drawing board
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Sopchoppy’s Worm Gruntin’ Festival Drew BIG Crowds

Lara Edwards crowned Worm Gruntin’ Queen with her Sopchoppy court. Shamyhia Gavin won the $1,000 Worm Gruntin’ Scholarship.

� e kids try their hand at gruntin’ for worms.

Worm grunter Snap Revell, le�  and above, shows the art of grunting worms.

A daddy-daughter team.

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN

Senior Photos, Awards 
and more. 
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