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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Last Monday night’s
school board meeting was
packed beyond stand-
ing-room only — people
lined the long hallway
outside the meeting room.

Most were there to sup-
port former Wakulla High
student Molly Jones, now
a senior at Florida State,
as she spoke to the school
board members about
school safety.

“Our schools are under
attack in America,” Jones
said.

Jones basically made
three points: that the
school board should de-
clare the safety of stu-
dents, teachers and staff
as the No. 1 priority; to
address weaknesses in
school security, especial-
ly dealing with access;
and have an independent
third party specializing
in school safety to review
and make recommenda-
tions about current and
planned facilities.

Isabella Taff, a junior
at Wakulla High School,

Hall of Fame players for the Palace Saloon flag football team in the 197

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

They were the foot-
ball powerhouse of their
day.

From 1971 to 1985,
they won eight state
championships and
four runnersup.

In 15 years, they
weren’t No. 1 or No. 2
four times when the
season ended.

They were the Pal-
ace Saloon flag foot-
ball team. And they are
holding a reunion on
April 29th at the home
of J.D. Jones, who was
quarterback of Palace
Saloon during those
years when he was also
coaching Wakulla High
School football to two
state titles.

On a recent after-
noon, Jones and fellow
players Steve Link and
David Chapman gath-
ered to reminisce about
those years.

All three of the men
—Jones, Link and Chap-
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Questions about school security

Former student Molly Jones asks about ensuring student safety; district and partners talk about what they’ve done

heriff Billy Jones and district School Safety

Director Jim Griner discuss steps taken to protect schools. Below, School Resource Officers and Guardians line the wall.

said her youth pastor had
asked a group of about
200 students if they felt
safe at school. No one
said yes, she said.
District personnel were
aware that Jones planned
to speak on school secu-
rity — she had a Facebook
post about it urging peo-

ple to attend the school
board meeting in sup-
port. In response, the
district’s School Safety
& Risk Management Di-
rector Jim Griner spoke
on what has been done
locally for security: cam-
eras, fencing, swipecard
technology, new radios,

Chapman was center and J.D. Jones was quarterback.

Palace Saloon team reunion set

Palace Saloon players in the late 1970s: ].D. Jones is 11, Link is 8, Chapma is 18. Mike

0s and ‘80s: Steve Link, who was receiver, David

D
threat assessments.
Griner noted that, after
the Parkland shooting in
2018, Sheriff Jared Miller
and Superintendent of
Schools Bobby Pearce
met and agreed to have a
School Resource Officer
at every school; later,
they added Guardians,

Hockstein, 33, was team coach and manager of the Palace Saloon bar.

man — have been named
to the Flag Football Hall
of Fame, along with
seven other players.
In fact, the team itself
was so dominant in the
“70s and ‘80s that it has
been honored at the
Hall of Fame.

Jones joked that he
didn’t even know he
had been inducted into
the Flag Football Hall

of Fame until his son,
Tanner, coaching in
Perry at the time, was
looking something up
about flag football on
the internet and found
it — and then told his
dad.

The three laugh about
the number of FSU re-
ceivers who played for
the team, such as Mike
Shuman, who went on

to play for the San Fran-
cisco 49ers and played
in the Super Bowl in
1981. There was Jimmy
Everett, an FSU receiver
who played with Palace
Saloon on the one time
they went to the flag
football national cham-
pionship.

Jones recalled the

national championship
Turn to Page 7
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the red-shirted personnel
armed with rifles who pa-
trol campuses. “All they
do is look for a bad guy,”
Griner said.

Griner introduced all

Sheriff Miller and Su-
perintendent Pearce re-
mained committed to
school safety.

To the students in the
audience, Jones said:
“To hear you feel unsafe,
I'll lose sleep over that
tonight.” He noted his
children are students in
Wakulla and his wife is a
teacher.

Jones said the sher-
iff’s office is “passion-
ate about protecting our
(school) faculty and cit-
izens.”

Amy Bryan, the dis-
trict’s director of mental
health services, intro-
duced four of the dis-
trict’s five social workers
and talked about the
focus on being pro-active.
She said staff “look for
any kid struggling in any
area.”

Jonathan Flagg,
who teaches aviation at
Wakulla High School,
and focuses on teaching
students to fly drones,

said that students are
using the drones for ae-
rial surveillance of the

Turn to Page 7

the SROs and Guardians
who work the campuses.

Undersheriff Billy
Jones reiterated that

Three crashes
atone timeon
Hwy. 319

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Troopers with the Florida Highway Patrol re-
ported three crashes at one time recently on U.S.
Highway 319.

The crashes occurred on Wednesday, April 19,
around 6:30 a.m. on the highway south of Blox-
ham Cutoff.

According to the report from FHP, troopers were
responding to a crash call and stopped at a crash
and roadblock at Woodrich Road. The troopers
soon realized it was not the crash that had been
reported.

Another trooper responded to the original re-
ported traffic crash.

Meanwhile, while working that crash another
wreck happened when a vehicle tried to swerve
around an ambulance and struck a car in the
oncoming lane, and spun a stretcher into some
pedestrians on the scene.

The first wreck happened as northbound traffic
was stopped and an SUV driven by a 47-year-old
Crawfordville man failed to stop and hit a pickup
truck and a sedan. The driver was arrested for
DUI. The driver had no injuries. The drivers of the
pickup - a 55 year-old Crawfordville man — and
the driver of the sedan — a 28-year-old woman —
suffered minor injuries. A baby in the woman’s
car was not injured.

The second crash was also a driver colliding
with stopped traffic. In that accident, a 36-year-
old Crawfordville woman in an SUV collided with
a pickup truck driven by a 23-year-old Craw-
fordville man and a sedan drive by a 43-year-old
Crawfordville man. No injuries were reported to
any of the drivers.

In the third crash, a 39-year-old Crawfordville
man in a pickup truck was approaching the scene
of the first crash — with emergency vehicles stopped
in the roadway with lights activated, blocking the
northbound lane.

The man reportedly traveled into the south-
bound lane to bypass the emergency vehicles when
he colided with a southbound sedan, driven by a
16-year-old Crawfordville boy. The rear of the truck
struck an empty EMS stretcher, which was pushed
in the direction of multiple firefighters attending
to the driver in the first crash. A pedestrian, re-
ported as a 41-year-old man from Crawfordville,
was struck by some debris in the crash. Two other
pedestrians —a 26-year-old man and a 34-year-old
man, both from Tallahassee — were struck in the
legs by the stretcher, sustaining minor injuries.
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Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park
Lanceleat Coreopsis

By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER
and DAVID RODDENBERRY

Lanceleaf coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceola-
ta) is a spring-blooming wildflower with sun-
ny yellow flowers. The tips of its petals are
notched. A short-lived perennial, lanceleaf
coreopsis readily reseeds. It attracts butter-
flies, bees, and other pollinators. Birds eat the
seeds. Easy to grow, lanceleaf coreopsis typ-
ically reaches 1-2 feet tall in full to part sun
and moist to dry, sandy soil. This wildflower
is a terrific addition to butterfly gardens and
wildflower meadows. Insects, diseases, and
deer do it little harm. As its seeds resemble
ticks, lanceleaf tickseed is another common
name. Florida’s state wildflower is Coreopsis.
The state has a dozen native Coreopsis spe-
cies. Lanceleaf coreopsis grows in the wild in
the north half of Florida. Lanceleaf coreopsis
is blooming now in the northwest garden and
meadow at Sopchoppy Depot Park.

Butterflies and other pollinators are drawn to the flower.

Student of the Week

Penelope Watters, 5th grader at Rlversmk Elementary

Principal: Catherine Cutchen

Achievements/Reason for Nomination:

Penelope is an outstanding student. Even with
skipping kindergarten, she has maintained all A’s in
elementary school. She has an incredible work ethic
that helped her achieve a perfect score on the FSA.
She is one of our two Nalu house leaders. Penelope is
also extremely talented in the arts. She was the first
Wakulla County elementary school student to make
the All State Choir. Penelope loves attending church
and especially enjoys singing solos. Penelope is a
member of our Odyssey of the Mind team that scored
4th at state recently. All these acknowledgments are
great, but the most impressive quality is her charac-
ter. She is respectful, kind, reliable, generous, caring,
funny and responsible. ’m extremely proud to have
Penelope as a member of our Otter family.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A
DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK.

TORO.

TITAN® / TIMECUTTER®

Locally Owned and Operated

850878-0788

3922 Crawfordville Rd. & Operated
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NEW LICENCE PLATE
COMING SOON.

This new license plate fea-
tures the slogan “Don’t Tread

the Florida Veterans Foundation.

pre order then please complete the
and you will be placed on the waiting

Tax Collectors e

Wakulla CountysTax Collector

On Me” accompanied by a black coiled rattlesnake over
a yellow background. Funds from the plate will benefit

Currently this plate is not in stock as we are awaiting
arrival of the plates from the state. If you would like to

CRAWFORDVILLE

PHARMACY

FAST - FRIENDLY
A K|d8 AFFORDABLE PRICES

FLORIDA

DON'T TREAD ON ME

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes

CALL US TODAY

LOCATED BETWEEN

0 dollar purchase
list.

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT
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Carson Falk wins Bassmaster High School tourney

SPECIAL TO THE SUN

DAYTON, Tenn. —
A beautiful spring day
on famed Chickamauga
Lake became even better
for the Florida team of
Carson Falk and Trey
Blackmon III of Capital
City Bass Hunters. In
front of a large crowd,
the dynamic duo was
able weigh a five-bass
limit of 25 pounds, 3
ounces to best a huge
field of talented high
school anglers at the
2023 Strike King Bass-
master High School Se-
ries at Chickamauga
Lake presented by Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors.

Although it was an
eight-hour drive from the

Tallahassee, Fla., area,
the pair was able to find
water that looked and
fished similarly to Lake
Seminole, their home
lake.

“We started off on
a bed fish this morn-
ing that we figured was
around 4 1/2 pounds
but we eventually had
to leave it,” said 15-year-
old Falk. “We stayed in
the lower portion of the
lake all day because it
just set up perfectly for
what we’re best at. It had

clear water, stumps and

grass which is a perfect
combination.”

During practice, Falk
and Blackmon used large
swimbaits like the Mega-
bass Magdraft and Bass
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Carson Falk, left, and team member Trey Blackmon III, right, fishing as Capital City Bass
Hunters, with guide Brent Randall, center.

Mafia Daingerous. The
big bass would follow
the swimbaits out of the
grass and as soon as the
bass showed themselves,
the anglers would quick-
ly get the swimbaits back
into the boat and mark
a GPS waypoint in order
to return on tournament
day.

“They were eating
big crappie while also
spawning on those grass
flats,” Falk said. “We
used your typical grass
baits such as bladed
jigs to catch the fish that
previously followed our
big baits. The conditions
lined up perfectly and we
were able to fish with our
favorite baits and had a
blast.”

WAKULLA HIGH SCHOOL
PRESENTS

ROALD DAHL

atilda

THE MUSICAL

BOOK
DENNIS KELLY

ORCHESTRATIONS AND ADDITIONAL MUSIC
CHRIS NIGHTINGALE

MUSIC & LYRICS
TIM MINCHIN

Special to The Sun

Fourth and fifth grade students took the stage on

March 29th for Riversink’s Annual Speech Contest.
A variety of speech titles were presented including
“Natural Hair Styles,” “Wal-Mart vs Publix,” “Let’s
Go Exotic,” and “The Everglades.” Judges were im-
pressed by the outstanding quality of the speeches
this year! Speeches were judged by community mem-
bers Jo Ann Daniels, Katie Hart, and James Vernon.

Our top 4th grade speech was from contestant
Danney Trim with her speech on “Cowboys”. Second

‘Matilda’ at
Wakulla High

Special to The Sun

Join the Wakulla High School Theater program
for their presentation of Roald Dahl’s Matilda
the Musical.

Shows begin Friday, April 28th through Sun-
day, April 30th. The show time for Friday and
Saturday is at 6:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 p.m.
Admission is $5 for Students and $10 Adults.

place overall went to Andie McKee with her speech
on “Wakulla Springs State Park”. Our first-place
overall winner went to Penelope Watters with her
speech titled “Mirror Mirror on the Wall”. Riversink
Principal Catherine Cutchen said, “Once again, Riv-
ersink students were so impressive with incredible
speeches. Students did an exemplary job presenting
on a variety of topics with such amazing poise.”

Special thanks toWakulla County’s 4-H Agent Dr.
Rachel Pienta, Balloon Arch by Anne & Me Events,
and photography by Chelsea Barnes.

On the Horizon
Calendar of events for the week of April 27

Thursday, April 27

« The Rotary Club of Wakulla County meets at the TCC Wakulla
Center at 8:30 a.m.

o The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held at 7 p.m. at 475
Arran Road in Crawfordville, every Thursday. There will be con-
cessions and raffles.

« Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m.
Classes are $12, packages available at New Posh on 3079 Craw-
fordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@gmail.com or
text/call at (850) 528-5838.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at the American
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, April 28

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8 p.m. every Friday at
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Weekend Events

« Two big events this weekend: Stephen C. Smith Regatta at Shell
Point, and Rock the Dock fishing tournament in Panacea. Both
events are Saturday and Sunday.

Saturday, April 29

« Hazardous Waste Day will be held at the community center from
9a.m. to 1 p.m. or until capacity.

« Sopchoppy Opry at the historic Sopchoppy High School at 7
p-m. featuring Doug Jernigan. Tuckets are $15.

o Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community Center from 9 to 10 a.m.
All ability levels are welcome; please wear comfortable clothing.
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 850-228-9214.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at the American
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, May 1

« County commission meeting at 5 p.m. in the commission meet-
ing room.

o Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community Center from 9 to 10 a.m.
All ability levels are welcome; please wear comfortable clothing.
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 850-228-9214.

o The Wakulla Respite Program is available weekly for anyone
with memory impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake
Ellen Baptist Church.

« Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe.
Classes are $12, packages available at New Posh on 3079 Craw-
fordville Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@gmail.com or
text/call at (850) 528-5838.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, May 2

o Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held every week at the Towles
House at 6:30 p.m.

« Yin Yoga at 10:30 a.m. and Flow Yoga at 6 p.m with Nellie. Class-
es are $12, packages available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville
Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call
at (850) 528-5838.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at the American
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, May 3

o Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community Center from 9 to 10 a.m.
All ability levels are welcome; please wear comfortable clothing.
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 850-228-9214.

« Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at the Wakulla Senior
Center.

« Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and at 6:30 p.m. at the
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

send Coetzees
to conference

The Wakulla County Garden Club is sponsor-
ing two local high school students to attend an
environmental conference on the University of
Florida campus in June. Jack and Joey Coetzee
will attend the SEEK Conference in Gainesville
with 30 other high school students from across
Florida. Jack and Joey live in Sopchoppy and
attend Wakulla High School.

The SEEK conference is a 4-day program of
talks, field trips, and hands-on activities about
Florida’s natural environment. Students enter-
ing grades 9-12 are eligible to attend. The con-
ference, organized by the Florida Federation of
Garden Clubs, focuses on environmental conser-
vation and stewardship. Participants also learn
about careers in the environmental sciences.

The garden club nominated the Coetzee sib-
lings to attend SEEK because of their volunteer
work at Sopchoppy Depot Park last summer.
Jack and Joey helped to maintain the park by
weeding, watering, removing invasive species,
and more. They also began the Flower of the
Week series in The Wakulla Sun.

FFGC interviewed and accepted both students
to the SEEK conference. WCGC will pay their
conference fees. “These fine young people will
represent Wakulla County well,” said Betsy Rud-
den, President of the Wakulla County Garden
Club. “We hope the conference is interesting,
enjoyable, and inspiring for them.”

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun

provides this Public Notice Section for all Public
Notices not published in the Legal Notice section
of the newspaper.

FLORIDA
vd PUBLIC NOTICES

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

REQUEST FOR MECHANICAL
ENGINEERING SERVICES

FOR SHADEVILLE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL HVAC RENOVATIONS
AND UPGRADES

The Wals lla County School Board is accepting
proposals for Mechanical Engineering Ser ces
to prov de planning, design and construction
administration for Shadevlle Elementary
School HVAC Renoa tions and Upgrades. All
those interested should submit {4) four copies
of the following: Resume, SF330 Form or
equivalent, list of references and qualifications
to Robert Pearce, Superintendent of Wakl lla
County Schools, P.O. Box 100, 69 Arran Road,
Crawfordv lle, Florida 32327 by 10:00 A.M. on
May 12, 2023.

April 12(27,203

FOLLOW THE SUN.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-

of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

LETTERSR OM REBR ERS

County’s spring protection is a sham

Editor, The Sun:

This letter is to express my opposi-
tion to the proposed rule change to re-
peal and replace the Wakulla Springs
protection.

No, I'm not going to waste words
trying to convince you that Wakulla
Springs is a world class gem, in dire
need of protection, or that our drink-
ing water and sea food depend on this
world class gem, because I believe
that your minds are made up and this
proposed change to the regulations is
a done deal. You have shown that,
with the exception of Chuck Hess,
you don’t care what citizens or others
think about your atrocious environ-
mental voting records, favoring de-
velopers and choking the county with
subdivisions.

You sit through the meetings of
irate citizens presenting valid infor-
mation on why you shouldn’t approve
them, and wait for their words to stop.
Then you trample on Wakulla Coun-
ty’s Comprehensive Plan and invari-

ably vote in the developer’s favor. More
than any other commission over the
past sixty years, your poor decisions
have choked the county with build-
ings and created traffic nightmares.
You’re squandering our tax money
on a golf course so you can spray it
with sewage, ignoring the fact that it
will likely contaminate the waters of
Spring Creek, increasing nitrates that
are harmful to marine life and may
cause red tides.

Of course you'll deny it, and claim
that your minds are open and that
you’re not marionettes dangling on
the strings of your puppet masters,
so prove me wrong. Vote against Da-
vid Edward’s bogus proposed rule
change to repeal and replace the ex-
isting Wakulla Springs protection.
His proposal protects nothing but the
profits of the oil company by actually
reducing the legal protections that we
already have.

Jack Rudloe
Panacea

Story shows airport used as intended

Editor, The Sun:

RE: “Emergency Landing at Air-
port” (Published April 20, 2023)
That’s a great story of how the air-
port is being used as it was intended:
for light aircraft. The deed of grant for
the property stipulated just that and

in 1963 light aircraft was defined as
6,0001bs. Folks, just stick to that and
we will have no problems! May use
of the airport by and for light aircraft
continue unimpeded or misdirected.

L. James Parham
Ochlockonee Bay

Antiques Show and Tell is set

Wakulla County Historical Soci-
ety’s 6th Annual Show and Tell will be
held Tuesday, May 9, at 4:30 p.m. at
the Wakulla County Public Library.

Back by popular demand! Our an-
nual Show & Tell program! This is
a great opportunity for those of you
lucky enough to have a long family
history in this part of Florida to bring
in and show off those items handed
down from earlier generations — and
for the rest of us to see and learn
about and admire them! Members

and guests are invited to display and
talk about their items related to North
Florida or Wakulla County history.
Display tables will be set up for at-
tendees to view your artifacts.

Bring those antique books, but-
tons, tokens, bottles or any object of
historical value you've been storing in
the closet, share your stories about
them and enjoy viewing the artifacts
of other collectors!

Call the Museum to reserve table
space at 850-926-1110.

Harriet Rich, center, with friends from the senior center.

Happy birthday to Harriet Rich

Harriet Rich celebrated her 88th birthday last week and friends at the senior
center surprised her with a birthday cake. Harriet is a longtime supporter of
the newspaper and we’d like to wish her a happy birthday!
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Ordinance written to allow gas station

Editor, The Sun:

An open letter to the Wakulla Coun-
ty Commission:

Let’s be honest here, it’s clear that
Ordinance 94-28 was rewritten with
the intention of allowing a gas station at
Bloxham Cutoff. Trying to suggest oth-
erwise is simply a desperate attempt to
deceive the people of our community.
The new “Wakulla Springs Protection
Regulations” section may sound im-
pressive, but let’s not be fooled by the
fancy wording. The reality is that the
ordinance simply establishes some ba-
sic regulations to prevent the introduc-
tion of hazardous substances into the
surface groundwaters and our Spring.
These regulations are nothing new,
and they are certainly not enough to
justify the introduction of a gas station
near Wakulla Springs. The Stormwater
Management System Design Plan and
Storage Tank Design Criteria Require-
ments may sound impressive, but they
are simply standard requirements that
are already in place for any regulated
business. In short, this ordinance does
not provide adequate protection for
Wakulla Springs, and it is insulting to
suggest otherwise.

Why are there no setbacks required
in this ordinance? Surely the “experts”
are aware of Chip’s Hole on the “sub-
ject” property. And the WKPP cave div-
ers just proved with a dye trace and
an exploration that water flows from
Chip’s Hole at Bloxham Cutoff straight
to the Wakulla Spring in just seven
days. A gas station/ carwash will be
using and storing hazardous chemi-
cals or substances that could negative-
ly impact the water quality in Wakulla
County and the surrounding commu-
nities.

To my knowledge, at least 13 coun-
ties in Florida have adopted setback
requirements to protect springs. These
counties include Alachua, Citrus, Her-
nando, Leon, Marion, Pasco, Seminole,
Volusia, Gilchrist, Columbia, Suwan-
nee, Hamilton, and Lafayette counties.
The setback distances vary depending
on the specific county and the magni-
tude of the spring, as well as the specif-
ic activity being regulated. Generally,
setback distances can range from 50
feet to 200 feet or more. For example:

Alachua County has a Springs Pro-
tection Code that requires setbacks for
certain activities within a specified dis-
tance of a spring or spring vent. Fer-
tilizer application is prohibited within
200 feet of a spring or spring vent. Gas
stations with car washes are required
to be located at least 1,000 feet from
the spring or spring recharge area.

Boulder County, Colorado: Gas sta-
tions with car washes are required to
be located at least 500 feet away from
water supply wells.

Brisbane, Australia: Gas stations
with car washes are required to be
located at least 150 meters from a
groundwater source or aquifer.

Canterbury, New Zealand: Gas sta-
tions with car washes are required to
be located at least 200 meters from a
groundwater source.

Leon County has a Springs Protec-
tion Code that requires setbacks for
certain activities within a specified dis-
tance of a spring or spring vent. Fer-

tilizer application is prohibited within
75 feet of a first-magnitude spring and
50 feet of a second-magnitude spring.
The county also has setbacks for septic
systems, stormwater ponds, and other
activities that could potentially impact
groundwater quality and quantity. Gas
stations with car washes are required
to be located at least 500 feet away
from first-magnitude springs.

Setbacks are important to protect
Wakulla Spring because they provide a
buffer zone around Chip’s Hole, locat-
ed at Bloxham, that can help to filter
out toxins, and pollutants and prevent
contamination. This buffer zone can
help to protect the quality and quanti-
ty of the water that flows into Wakulla
Spring, as well as the ecosystem that
depends on it.

So, if the intention of the ordinance
is to prevent the introduction of haz-
ardous or toxic substances into sur-
face or groundwaters, then why are
setbacks not being implemented?

Why does the Proposed Ordinance
dedicate one-third of its content to new
installations of Underground or Abo-
veground Storage Tanks for Regulated
Substances, without considering the
existence of an already mapped sub-
merged cave system?

Shouldn’t the Proposed Ordinance
include provisions for “Sensitive Karst
Areas” particularly land areas above or
in close proximity to the mapped sub-
merged cave system, and prohibit new
underground or aboveground storage
tanks in those areas?

What is the reason for the Proposed
Ordinance’s lack of critical language
for Environmental Management Plans
and Karst Management Plans, and
shouldn’t such plans be included in
the ordinance?

Why is there a lack of attention paid
to the mounting science and data on
the country’s longest underwater cave
system in the areas where growth is
occurring, and what is the impact of
treating all development with a status
quo approach?

What was the consultation process
for karst topography, and were any
state agencies or relevant scientists
consulted? Why does the Proposed
Ordinance fail to acknowledge that
Wakulla County, Florida is located
in the unique Woodville Karst Plain?
What is the reason for the Proposed
Ordinance not referencing the Wakulla
County Aquifer Vulnerability Assess-
ment which is a requirement in the
Wakulla County Comprehensive Plan?

Where does it address how people
would be impacted by the potential
danger posed by a gas station car wash
in the area of the Chip’s Hole Cave Sys-
tem and the Wakulla Cave System?

In my opinion, the actions of the au-
thors and staff who created this docu-
ment are disingenuous and it is con-
cerning. Their actions could put the
health and safety of our drinking water
and the people who live here at risk. In
my opinion, the county has a respon-
sibility to prioritize the protection of its
citizens over anything else, including
the interests of an oil company. The
fact that this may not be the case is
worrying.

Sue Damon
Crawfordville

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https:/ /floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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Wakulla Station News

By VERNA BROCK

I have been really loving the
Springtime weather we’re experienc-
ing! Everything is greening up, Ed’s
veggie garden is producing, and I
have so many weeds, I don’t have
nearly enough time to do everything
I need to do. My Southern Magno-
lia trees are blooming, and the fra-
grance fills the air. Ahh, BLISS!

Ed had the opportunity to visit
his sister, Joanne, this past week, in

Melbourne Beach. They had a love-
ly visit, but it reminded him, once
again, why we live in Wakulla Coun-
ty. The traffic and congestion is un-
believable.

It has been a busy sports season
for our grandchildren, with partic-
ipation in soccer, softball, volley-
ball, and baseball. What a wealth
of fun and competition for us alll It
gladdens the hearts of parents and
grandparents everywhere to cheer
on our aspiring athletes.

For any interested folks reading
this, the Community Traffic Safe-
ty Committee is meeting on Tues-
day, May 9th at 11 a.m. sharp, at
the Wakulla County Public Library.
If you have any concerns, especial-
ly about the speed limit in Wakulla
Station, you are welcome to attend.

Please continue to lift Faye Swee-
ney and the Mosely family in your
prayers. Sweet baby Sebastian
continues to grow at Shands, but
he also continues to await a heart
transplant. The Sloan-Peacock fam-
ily needs our prayerful support as
they grieve the loss of their baby girl,

Emersyn Mae. Prayers are also re-
quested for Sue Thornton Austen, as
well as her Mom.

During their visit, in celebration of
a milestone birthday for Sue, Covid
struck. After having a great week to-
gether, Sue tested positive, and her
mom cut her visit short by a week.
Not surprisingly, Mrs. Thorton has
also tested positive. Both ladies are
doing well, having had their vac-
cines and boosters, and are using
Paxlovid to support their immune
systems.

Obviously, your prayers are wel-
come!

Library News — April 27

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Thursday, April 27

Tech Learning Lab — 3D Doo-
dle Pens! Spm

Friends of the Library Gen-
eral Meeting 6pm
Friday, April 28

Quilting Guild 9:30am
Saturday, April 29

NWF Health Network-Fos-
ter/Adoption Class 9am

WCPL Presents: Star Wars
Day 3-6pm

Monday, May 1

No Programs Today
Tuesday, May 2

Crafting Group 9:30am

Book Bunch 10am

Memoir Writing 10am

LEGO Club 6pm

Wakulla County Democratic
Executive Committee 6pm
Wednesday, May 3

Book Babies 10am

Wakulla County Coalition
for Youth Meeting 12:30pm

Knitting Group 4pm
Thursday, May 4

Tech Learning Lab — Virtual
Reality! Spm

The  Flowers
Committee 6:15pm

The Parks HOA 6:30pm

BOD/ACC

WCPL PRESENTS:
STAR WARS DAY

Join us for our annual Star Wars
Day celebration! Journey through
our walk-through experience where
you will have a chance to battle
storm troopers, complete the Kessel
Run, and escape the Sarlac as well

as create a craft to take home, test
your trivia skills, and enjoy some
themed snacks. Keep an eye out
for some of your favorite characters
as welll Costumes strongly encour-
aged! Saturday, April 29th at 3pm
at the library.

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

e Saturday, May 27th for Memo-
rial Day

e Tuesday, July 4th for Indepen-
dence Day

* Saturday, September 2nd for
Labor Day

Sherift’s Report

Activity reported for the week of
April 14 to 20:

FRIDAY, APRIL 14

¢ Richard Collins reported a Com-
cast account opened in his name.
The account had an outstanding bal-
ance of over $800. Collins was un-
able to provide any possible suspects
in this case. The case has been sent
to detectives for further investigation.
Deputy Shayne Broxie investigated.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15

e Jody Dyer reported two weap-
ons being stolen from his residence.
The weapons had been present prior
to his home being cleaned by a ser-
vice and on this date, he discovered
the weapons missing. A suspect has
been identified and one of the two

missing weapons was entered into
NCIC / FCIC as stolen. This case has
been sent to detectives for further in-
vestigation. Deputy Ernesto Trujillo
investigated.

MONDAY, APRIL 17

¢ A traffic stop was conducted on
a vehicle for faulty equipment. The
driver was identified as Eddy O’Neil
Hartsfield. Hartsfield did not pos-
sess a valid driver’s license and had
four prior convictions. Hartsfield was
placed under arrest and transported
to the Wakulla County jail. Deputy
Todd Kent investigated.

e A traffic stop was conducted on
a vehicle for a seatbelt violation. The
driver was identified as Angela Wil-
liams. Williams was discovered to be
wanted out of Taylor County. Fur-
ther investigation revealed Williams

did not possess a valid license and
was in possession of narcotics. Also
discovered were forged checks inside
the vehicle. Detectives were notified
and responded to the scene. Williams
was placed under arrest and trans-
ported to the jail facility for the war-
rant, driving while license suspended
or revoked, and possession of narcot-
ics. The forged checks remain under
investigation by Wakulla County de-
tectives. Deputy Anthony Paul inves-
tigated.

TUESDAY, APRIL 18

e Deputy Edwin Grove responded
to the lobby in reference to a theft.
The victim, Mary Barber reported
hiring a cleaning crew from Talla-
hassee to clean her home. She said
she discovered she was missing three
rings worth $1,020 after the cleaning
crew left. This case has been sent to
detectives for further investigation.

¢ A traffic stop was conducted on a

vehicle for a stop sign violation. The
driver was identified as Joseph Mc-
Guire. Further investigation revealed
he had marijuana in his possession.
The marijuana had a pre-package
weight of 32.5 grams. McGuire was
placed under arrest and transported
to the jail facility. Deputy Todd Kent
investigated.

* Deputy James Williams respond-
ed to a home on Dickson Street in
Sopchoppy in reference to theft of
medication. The victim was hospital-
ized for several days and upon arriv-
ing home she discovered her medica-
tions gone and a desk had been rifled
through. The investigation revealed
that entry was made through a pre-
viously broken window of the home.
This case has been sent to detectives
for further investigation.

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100, or call 911 for
emergencies.

$15,000 raised for St. Jude

By LYNDA KINSEY
Of The Sun

Team Cone Distributing hosted a smoked Ribs
& Boston Butts fundraiser at English Financial
on Friday, April 21 to raise funds for St. Jude

Children’s Hospital.

The event was led by Kenny Kinsey of Cone with
the help of Sheriff Jared Miller and Dale Evans of
the Sheriff’s Office, English Financial, and Miller
Tree Service along with a team of volunteers.

Pre-orders were placed over the past month and
236 Butts and 256 ribs were purchased locally
from Mack’s Meats who extended them a very
good deal for the fundraising event.
given a spice rub marinade before being smoked

starting on Thursday.

The smokers were brought in by Cone Distrib-
uting, Residential Elevators, Centennial Bank

and Ryan Laird.

all the orders.

According to Kim Boyer of Cone 70% of the sales
were directly from Wakulla County and sales were

up 30% from last year.

They were

The volunteers worked in shifts on Thursday
and throughout the night, and into Friday to fill

The Cone crew of North Florida have a little
fun and friendly competition going in house with
their office in Ocala which also holds this fund-
raiser — they think they surpassed Ocala this year
bringing in nearly $15,000.

Raffle tickets were being sold with the chance
to win a Yeti Coolers and the winners were Justin
Ward and Lindsey Barfield.

Kenny Kinsey working a grill on Friday
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HOME ON THE RANGE

.38 Chief's Special or 9mm Equalizer?

By MARJ LAW

Newbie isn’t exact-
ly a newbie anymore.
She has shot a rimfire
.22. Now that she’s shot
a S&W Victory, she’s
ready to branch out
to a centerfire hand-
gun. What should she
choose as her next gun?
It needs to be for de-
fense. Anne’s hubby
wants her to have the
S&W .38 Caliber Chief’s
Special. He bought this
snub-nosed gun from a
friend.

“It has great stopping
power,” he tells her.
“Easiest gun to own.
Easy to load. Point and
shoot. Never jam. Piece
a cake.”

“Oh, great,” I say to
Joe. “Another guy telling
a somewhat newbie to
shoot a .38.”

“Why not?” he replies.

“Well, for one, the
trigger is a bear in dou-
ble action.”

“Doesn’t bother me!”
he smirks and looks at
his large hands.

“It sure bothers me.
And another thing. The
recoil is hard. If Anne
can manage to pull the
trigger, she’ll have the
dickens of a time han-
dling the recoil. And
what if she has to shoot
a second time? The re-
coil will have the gun
pointing in the air and
she’ll have to take the
time to aim again.”

“Marj, the recoil
doesn’t bother me.” Is
he the tiniest bit smug?

“We’re not talking
about you: sturdy guy

with big hands. We’re
talking about a person
who has shot a .22 and
is moving to a higher
caliber gun. How is she
going to feel about the
.38? Maybe she’d rather
shoot my 9mm Equal-
izer.”

“We’re going to dis-
agree on this one. I like
my Chief’s Special. It’s
all metal. But anyway,
what else does Anne’s
hubby like about it?”

“He says it’s easier to
load than a semi-auto-
matic. Okay, I think it
is too.”

“Yep. He’s right.”

“He says it’s more re-
liable than a semi. Will
never jam.”

“That’s only some-
what true,” Joe begins.
“If she keeps it in her
purse and has the same
Kleenex and broken
wrappers and other junk
you carry in your purse,
these things could get
caught up in the .38 and
cause a malfunction.”
(Of course, he’s being
a little extreme.) “What
else did he say?”

“Anne’s hubby said it
is easier to use because
you just point and shoot.
It’s more simple than a
semi. And yes, I do know
there is more of a learn-
ing curve to a semi. But
does he figure she’s too
stupid to spend a few
more minutes learning
the semi?”

“Nah,” Joe replies.
“She can learn, no
sweat.”

“He also said the
158-grain bullet has
more potential to cause
damage than the 9mm
caliber rounds. And it
may, but I bet the recoil
is even stronger with
such a heavy bullet.
When I shoot your Chief,
I like to use the light-
er weight Wadcutters.
They don’t produce as
much kick. Most mature
people don’t want much
recoil.”

“Anne’s hubby also
said the .38 is easy to
load,” he remarks.

SEA PANSY

(Renilla mulleri)
A sea pansy is a soft coral colony of polyps

adapted for living in turbulent water. The colony
can independently inflate/deflate the anchoring
stalk or plumed top. When conditions are calm the
colony inflates so all the polyps can feed on
plankton. If currents are strong, the top deflates,
and the stalk inflates, to avoid being swept away. If
attacked, the the top inflates, the stalk deflates and
it catchs a current to float away. Sea Pansy's are
bioluminescent, glowing softly geenish at night.
Eukarya, Animalia, Cnidaria, Pennatulacea, Sessiliflora, Renillidae

men Marine Laboratory

HU

www.gulfspecimen.org

MASI(S FiNs| &I SNORKEL'S?

(}mam

SMCAMERASI&YH QUSINGSH

&-

l\/’lﬂ

WAKULLADIVING.com

SIDEMOUNT UNITsIS§MORED

C:Qﬂté?’

sso745 8208

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE

Smith & Wesson Smith & Wesson
.38 Chief’s Special 9mm Equalizer
Point & shoot Licht tri
Easy to load I.g nggt:'_-r
Heavy trigger Light recoil
¥ g_ Holds 10, 13 & 15 rounds
Heavy recoil

Holds 5 rounds

“Yes, he did say that.
And I'd have to agree.
Then again, loading a
semi’s magazine is not
rocket science. Those
UpLulas have made load-
ing semis very easy. And
consider this: the Chief
only holds 5 rounds!”

He replies: “I like my
Chief. One shot is all I
need for Mr. Bad. Might
need another if he has
a friend. Or if I miss on
the first shot,” he says
smugly as if that’s very
unlikely.

“Since Anne hasn’t
had a lot of experience,
what about those 5
shots? Does she think
they are sufficient? If
not, how long will it take
her to reload the gun?
Will she tell Mr. Bad:
‘Oopsie! Give me a sec to
reload’? I don’t think so.”

“So, why don’t you tell
me all the reasons you
think Anne should pre-
fer the 9mm Equalizer?”
Joe challenges.

“Let’s start with trig-
ger pull. It’s about a
4-pound pull. Really
light. I'll bet she’d be
happy to practice with
the 9. That .38 is no fun
to practice with in dou-
ble action. It has about
a 10-pound trigger pull.
Big difference. If she
doesn’t want to practice,
then how good will her

aim be?

And those five rounds
in the .38? Gimme a
break. The Equalizer
comes with three, count
‘em, three magazines.
They hold 10, 13 and
15 rounds. If Anne has
a choice, does she want
five rounds, or does
she want the security
of knowing she has 15
rounds? C’'mon. That’s
a no-brainer.

And loading those
rounds? Pop a round
into the UpLula and
press it in the magazine.
Once you get the hang
of them, UpLulas are so
easy to use.

And recoil? You can
hardly compare the 2
guns. A semi’s slide ab-
sorbs a bunch of the
recoil, so in most cases
the semi has less kick
than a revolver. Who
wants recoil?

What if you want to
carry your gun? The
round cylinder of the
revolver makes it less
concealable than the
semi. Anne is petite. She
doesn’t want a bulge
imprinting under her
t-shirt or stuffed inside
the waistband of her
pants. Or even in her
purse.

Carrying a semi? Put
that small semi into a

sticky holster and stuffit
in your pants. It'll stay in
place and it won’t dig a
red mark into your skin.

And power?

ding to ammotogo.
com, “The standard
pressure for the .38 Spe-
cial is roughly 17,000
pounds-per-square-
inch (psi). However, the
9mm Luger has internal
pressures of 35,000 psi.
It’s this higher internal
pressure, the result of
expansive propellant
design and testing that
makes the smaller 9mm
(round) more powerful.”

According to outdoor-
life.com: ‘The 9mm is
the king of the hill when
it comes to handgun
loads. ... It’s reliable,
low recoiling, and ex-
tremely accurate, not to
mention affordable and
attainable.’

The article goes on
to say: ‘Personally, I
see no reason to look
anywhere other than
9mm for self-defense
purposes.’

[ agree. I'd put a 9mm
round into my small
concealable Equalizer
and shoot it any day over
that .38 revolver. It’s
more fun to shoot a gun
that has a light trigger
and low recoil.

I'm a pretty good shot,
but I like the security

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob Thomp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park, took this
photo of Anhinga in a tree.

of knowing I have 15
rounds instead of 5 if
self-defense becomes a
necessity.

My friend Kate has
shot some before, but
not much. I ask her to
shoot both the 9mm
Equalizer and Joe’s
Chief’s Special .38.

She finds the Equaliz-
er to have an easy trigger
pull and she thinks the
trigger travel is quite
short.

“How is the recoil?”
I ask.

“It’s fun to shoot,” she
replies. “The kick is very
light.”

“And what do you
think of the .38?” I won-
der.

“It has beautiful red-
wood grips. But to be
able to shoot it without
cocking the hammer, I
had to use both index
fingers to pull the trig-
ger. That’s a really hard
pull! I think the difficult
trigger would turn off a
newbie. The .38 is heavy
and cumbersome and
has a heavy recoil.”

So, would I advise
Anne to choose my
9mm Equalizer over the
Chief’s Special .38 re-
volver?

No.

A few years ago, 2 ma-
ture women came to the
Wakulla County Sheriff’s
Office range. They both
brought .38 revolvers.

We discussed safety
rules, grip, stance and
aim. [ waited to see how
they reacted.

Both hit the targets
with no difficulty. They
were happy.

Yes, [ vastly prefer the
9mm handgun as did my
friend Kate. However,
the best gun for Anne is
the one she shoots the
best, likes the best, and
finds the most comfort-
able.

That’s the gun for her.

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who
has become an avid
shooter in retirement.
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a peek into life on and under the water

Local writers share their experiences
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Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports

By Carolyn Brown Treadon

Underwater
Wakulla

By Rusty Miller

Last week, we ad-
dressed several safety tips
for tubing this upcoming
season. Another favorite
water activity in our area
is Jet Skiing.

This past week, new
providers were all sharing
the story of a father and
his daughter who were
jet skiing on Lake Thono-
tosassa when their jet ski
sank. Thankfully, both
were wearing life jack-
ets, although the father
shared his was not prop-
erly fitting. After about an
hour of treading water,
the pair was rescued by
good Samaritans and a
local sheriff.

The pair had told
someone where they were
going, and when they
did not return on time,
concern was raised. This
story thankfully has a
good ending.

When you are going out
on a jet ski, it is important
to practice safe riding to
make sure you have a
good day out on the wa-
ter. Discover Boating has
the following tips.

e Familiarize yourself
with the owners’ manual
and all safety warnings,

Coast Guard Station
Panama City
Coast Guard Station
Yankeetown
Coast Guard Auxiliary

Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)

#% Boating Emergencies '~

..........................

..........................................
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(352) 447-6900
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(850) 942-7500
...................... (850) 284-1166

paying particular atten-
tion to the operation of
the jet jump.

e Never attempt to
board when the engine is
running and keep loose
clothing and long hair
clear of the pump intake.

* As with any type of
boating, thoroughly un-
derstand boating laws
and the rules of the road.
Many states impose
stricter age restrictions
on personal watercraft
use. Check local boating
laws for the specifics in
your area.

Most states also re-
quire minors who wish
to operate a PWC to com-
plete a boating education
course to obtain a Boater

Card or Certificate.

e Different size PWC
have different passenger
and weight capacities;
exceeding either could
negatively affect the han-
dling of the craft.

eFamiliarize yourself
with the handlebar steer-
ing, throttle control and
safety lanyard. Never op-
erate a PWC without the
safety lanyard attached
to both craft and driver’s
wrist or life jacket. Re-
move the lanyard whenev-
er the craft is unattended
to prevent unauthorized
use.

e Driver and passen-
gers should always wear
a Coast Guard-approved
life jacket.

* Eyewear will block
the force of wind and
water spray that could
impair vision.

* Gloves and footwear
offer welcome additional
grip and traction.

To learn more about
any one of these and more
check out https://www.
discoverboating.com/re-
sources/personal-water-
craft-safety-and-you

Thanks to Sherrie, we
will always remember safe
boating is no accident!

Please contact us for
more information about
our safe boating classes
or learning more about
getting involved in the
Auxiliary, check out our
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Facebook
@ Apalachee Bay Flotilla
12 or contact our Flotil-
la Commander Phil Hill
at pnkkhill2000@yahoo.
com

If you would like to
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please
contact Steve Hults, Staff
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

School security

From Front Page

campus - checking the
gates, rooftops, any sus-
picious characters on
campus.

And since the school
board had voted earlier
to award the contract for
designing the new front
of Wakulla High School
to Clemons Rutherford
Architects, the architect
for the project, Greg Kel-
ly, added his voice to it,

noting he has worked on
most of the new special
facilities projects over the
past 30 years.

Kelly added that he
lives in Wakulla County,
his kids went to school
here and now his three
grandkids are here.

The Wakulla High
School project is to tear
down the old part of the
original 1967 building -
and rebuild it. Kelly said
the new building will be

more secure: one entry,
with traffic coming into
the school going through
that one way in.

And parking would be
directed to one area, so
everybody coming into the
school is flowing to the
one entry.

School board member
Cale Langston said he
felt good to have someone
with grandchildren in lo-
cal schools designing for
safety.

School board chair
Melisa Taylor reiterated
the district’s commitment

to safety for all students,
teachers and staff.
Superintendent Pearce
noted that, after the re-
cent Nashville shooting
at a faith-based school,
he anticipated the Florida
Legislature would take
steps to require more
security for private and
faith-based schools in
the state, such as Guard-
ians and fencing. Pearce
said he especially felt the
state would create safety
regulations for private
schools that get state
money through student

Palace Saloon

From Front Page

game in which Everett,
who wasn’t usually a hot
dog, caught a pass and
started celebrating before
he reached the end zone,
spiking the ball at the 5. It
was right at the end of the
game and Palace Saloon
lost by a score of either
13-7 or 12-7 - enough
that if Everett had scored
that touchdown, they
would have won.

The team had an ev-

er-changing roster over
those 15 years and, in
addition to Jones, in-
cluded some Wakulla
players: Ferrell Barwick,
L.B. Brooks, Pete Murray,
Jack Thomas, Buddy To-
maini, and Bobby Walsh.

The three laugh recall-
ing a play called the “pick
split” — “highly illegal,”
they all chortle — designed
by FSU assistant coach
Bill Crutchfield, who was
later an assistant coach
for the Atlanta Falcons.

They used it on the goal
line — and they agreed the
play could not be stopped
as defensive backs were
picked by one receiver as
the other broke into the
open.

Link laughs and adds
there was that one time
on the pick split where the
defensive back knocked
his teeth out on the play.
“I picked my teeth up off
the field and went to the
doctor,” he says.

Link shows his broken
nose, a broken pointer
finger - injuries picked up
on the flag football field.

Chapman, who played
center (which is an eligi-
ble receiver in flag foot-
ball), said at one point in a
game, he looked down the
line and there were four
FSU receivers, and in the
backfield was Jones, who
played for Troy in college.
“And here I am,” Chap-
man says, “five-foot-sev-
en, 115 pounds. I didn’t
even play high school
football.”

Jones estimates 50 to
100 people will show up
for the team reunion.

“There’s gonna be a lot
of lies told,” he says.

The Chippewa.

I hope everyone has been enjoying some of this
warm weather for diving in our beautiful Gulf.

I stated in my last article that we had our first
open water in the Gulf on April 16th and it was
great to get back on the dive boat with a great class
to go diving.

I would like to tell you about another wreck that I
have dived but it is basically for advanced divers but
a great wreck to dive —it’s called the USS Chippewa.

The Chippewa sits at the bottom in approxi-
mately 100 feet of water and is about 12 miles
off Panama City Beach. She sits upright on the
sandy bottom. Now a little about her history and
her dimensions.

The Chippewa was a Navajo-class fleet tug con-
structed during World War II. Her purpose was to
aid ships, usually by towing, on the high seas or
in combat or post-combat areas plus other duties
she might be assigned. She served in the Atlan-
tic Ocean. The Chippewa was built as AT-69 on
June 26, 1942 in Charleston, South Carolina and
launched July 25, 1942.

Her operations in World War II: she crossed the
Atlantic from Norfolk to Casablanca to lay buoys
there between May 4,1943 and June 9th, returning
to Boston June 26th. Two days later she went to
Norfolk for overhaul and on July 19th she began her
towing duty between Bermuda and Jacksonville.

Then in 1944 she became a salvage vessel and
went from the Caribbean Sea to Trinidad, British
West Indies. In 1945 she made her last towing
passage on December 28th with the SS War Bon-
net in tow.

The Chippewa was decommissioned on Nov. 15,
1960 and on August 17th she was returned to the
Navy to be prepared to be sunk as an artificial reef.
The Chippewa was sunk on Feb. 8, 1990 by a net-
work of 37 explosive charges, where she continues
to serve the Panama City area as an artificial reef
to this day.

I can remember the first dive I did on her in 1991
and the impressive looking ship as you go down the
anchor line, then you see her ghostly figure coming
up to you from the bottom.

It honestly gave me cold chills to see history still
serving today.

I am hoping to go dive her again this summer
with my advanced students. She is an amazing
dive as long as the currents and visibility are good.

I hope you will come diving with me on the
Chippewa this summer. Just remember you have
to have your advanced certification card and a dive
computer to make this dive with me. Until then
keep making bubbles.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999
IANTD side mount OW #224715
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By SHERYL H. BOLDT

We pray for God to
open doors of opportu-
nity. But what if that
hope-filled, potential-
ly life-changing door
slams shut? Or worse,
what if the door opens

widely for one of our
competitors instead?
Anxious moments.
Sleepless nights. Long
days. We experience
these when we dream
and pray with expec-
tation that we’ll land
that dream job — as do
all the other people who
are vying for that same
title or opportunity.
Can we compete with-
out becoming greedy,
ugly and mean-spirit-
ed? With our maxed-out
emotions and adrena-
line-pumping hearts, is
it possible to succeed in
a competitive environ-
ment while maintain-
ing a Christ-honoring

posture?

When we focus on
our desire and ambi-
tion, we can easily lose
sight of God’s will. We
become so driven to
improve our image and
prestige that we fail to
value the hopes and
needs of our rivals.

Big doors can be-
come big diversions if,
in our excitement, we
lose part of ourselves
— often the part we like
most. The part that
reflects the God Who
cares about others and
their goals and dreams.
We can end up sacrific-
ing the part of ourselves
that trusts our wise

heavenly Father’s love
for us.

Perhaps Proverbs
3:5-6 (ESV) can keep
our thoughts, motiva-
tions and emotions on
the right path: “Trust
in the LORD with all
your heart, and do
not lean on your own
understanding. In all
your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make
straight your paths.”

How will you, Spirit-
ed Achiever, handle it
when the next door you
think is yours opens
for someone else? I'm
a competitive person
too, so I often struggle
with this. Thankfully,

Waiting for that dream opportunity?

my heavenly Father un-
derstands me well and
knows how to help me
be the person He knows
I want to be. The person
who chooses to trust
Him with everything.
Let’s trust our wise,
compassionate heaven-
ly Father to bless whom
He wishes, when He
wishes, as He wishes.
Think how much less
stress we could have if
we did this. How much
less jealousy. How
much less frustration.
The next time that
big, beautiful door be-
comes someone else’s
opportunity, let’s rest
in knowing that, in

www.thewakullasun.com

God’s perfect timing,
our turn will come. And
while we’re waiting,
let’s continue to work
hard to improve our
skills.

Peace. Rest. Fruitful
days. These could be
ours if we apply this
week’s verse whenever
we’re walking (or crawl-
ing) through a closed-
door season.

Sheryl H. Boldt is
a sales executive for
Wave 94 and author
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net.
Connect with her at
SherylHBoldt. Wave94(@
gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

Some days, staying in
comfortable sweats and
a baggy T-shirt seems
like a good idea - the
kind of day where your
favorite chair and a re-
mote is the best place
to be. However, certain
days will lead one far
from the comfort of the
living room to the rooms
of life that are anything
but comfortable. I have

noticed that some rooms
are void of people, and
still, I do not feel alone.
Then there are those
rooms, when filled to
capacity, loneliness is
overwhelming.

I recently longed for
those baggy sweats
when [ stepped through
the door of a waiting
room and watched a
loved one go through the
next door leading to a
surgical unit. Finding a
seat in the corner, I re-
alized the area was wall-
to-wall people. Plugging
in my headphones, I felt
the tug of aloneness on
my spirit and contem-
plated the others, won-
dering if they thought it
lonely also. I am amazed
at how slowly the min-
utes go by when I pray

A room of peace

for God to increase my
faith and bring healing

beyond that recently
closed door.
There is something

about a mother’s heart
that wishes to take all
the uncertainties away
from their child regard-
less of their age. Max Lu-
cado said, “Faith is not
the belief that God will
do what you want. Faith
is the belief that God
will do what is right.” I
struggle the most with
the “God will do what is
right” part of that quote.
I know God sees from a
much larger view than
my limited human vi-
sion, and my desires are
not always His plan. This
leaves me anxious in a
crowded, lonely room as
I pray for peace.

Anxiety is taught to
us through the world’s
perspective.  Yet the
scripture teaches us to
trust the Lord from the
bottom of our hearts and
not to try to figure things
out alone. If we listen to
God’s voice in everything
we do and everywhere
we go, He will keep us on
the right path. (Proverbs
3:5-6). In the uneasiness
of life, we are to pray to
God. His peace tran-
scends all understand-
ing of man, guarding
our hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus (Philippi-
ans 4:6-7). This is much
easier said than done.

Regardless of where
we are or the situation
at hand, God is not far
from His children. Ac-
cording to the Psalmist,

we are the apple of His
eye, and when we seek
Him, He will be found.
Have you ever wondered
why Jesus walked the
streets of Judea, Jeru-
salem, and Samaria in-
stead of remaining in the
Synagogues or Heaven?
He wanted to be where
the people needed Him,
the calming force in their
storms. He healed blind
eyes, deaf ears, lame
feet, and broken hearts.
He invites us to His liv-
ing room to be healed.
Jesus could have
taken the high road;
however, He chose the
broken one to help us
on our journey. He met
Calvary’s pain, pray-
ing not His will but the
will of the Father to be
done. You are not alone

in the room of life. I do
not know your battles
or what lies beyond the
doors you are facing. I
know Jesus has a room
of peace prepared for
you.

John 14:1,2,3b “Do
not let your hearts be
troubled. You believe in
God[a]; believe also in
me. My Father’s house
has many rooms; if that
were not so, would I have
told you that I am going
there to prepare a place
for you? I will come back
and take you to be with
me that you also may be
where [ am.

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchoppy
United Methodist Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

By JAMES SNYDER

In December of
last year, our second
great-grandchild en-
tered our family. Our
first great-grandchild
was a boy, and this one
is a girl.

Like all our children,
grandchildren and
great-grandson, this
great-granddaughter
was a blessing to our
family. If only children
would stay young for
the rest of their life! I
have learned that the
thing is to enjoy them
while they are young.

Being retired, we have
more time to spend with
our grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
I'm sure this is one of
the great blessings that
our Heavenly Father
bestows upon us.

Because the mother
of this great-grandchild,
our granddaughter, is a
working nurse, she went
back to work following
her maternity leave.
That being the case, the
grandma (mother) and
great-grandma daycare
operation kicked in.

These relationships
get confusing, and I try
to keep them separated.
Still, the grandmother,

'The princess hath thus spoken

our daughter, is also
a working nurse and
therefore does not have
that much time for the
daycare operation.

The great-grand-
mother, which is the
Matriarch-Hierarchy,
has more time for the
daycare operation. That
means the great-grand-
daughter is in our home
quite often during the
week.

I was pretty pleased
with this arrangement
and was glad to have
a little great-grand-
daughter in our home
as much as possible. Of
course, you can never
have too many of these
little great-granddaugh-
ters.

After a few weeks [
began to understand
life as it is; I assumed
things, but not always
understanding, how
they came into being.

At our family
gathering, the new
great-granddaughter
was there and we were
having our family din-
ner. Then something
began to happen that
at first, I did not quite
understand, but later
began to comprehend
the whole issue in a
different light.

The little great-grand-
daughter was sleeping
in her bassinet in one of
our bedrooms. We were
chatting around the ta-
ble, and then suddenly,
we heard it.

Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa,
Waa.

Being a man, I didn’t
quite understand what

Sopchoppy  Sunday School |
United

9:45 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

that noise was about.
All of the ladies around
the table got up and
marched back to the
bedroom with the little
baby crying.

In a few moments,
they all came out, and
one was holding the
baby while the rest
were following. They all
gathered in the living
room, and I watched as
they passed the baby
around, and everybody
had a chance to hold
her.

It wasn’t long be-
fore that little Princess
stopped crying. And if
I saw that right, if not
smiling, at least she
was snickering. At first,
I did not quite under-
stand what that was all
about.

That was just the
beginning.

Whenever The Gra-
cious Mistress of the
Parsonage babysat the
great-grandbaby, I no-
ticed a similar routine.

The great-grand-
mother got the
great-grandbaby set-
tled down, fed her, then

quietly take her back,
and put her in the bas-
sinet in the bedroom.
She fell asleep, and the
great-grandmother tip-
toed out of the bedroom
and went to the kitchen
to resume her work.

Then came that fa-
miliar sound from the
bedroom.

Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa,
Waa.

Before the second
“Waa” got out, the
great-grandmother
turned her back on
the kitchen and scoot-
ed back into the bed-
room to bow before the
great-granddaughter.

As she brought the
little baby out, the baby
looked at me and gave
me one of her snickers.
I am not sure, but I
think she winked at me.
Just do not let this get
back to the great-grand-
mother.

So the great-grand-
mother cared for the
baby, rocked it, and did
everything babies need
at that stage of life.

She finally went to
sleep, and The Gracious
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Mistress of the Parson-
age took the baby back
to its bassinet to sleep
for a little while.

When she came back,
[ was tempted, but I did
not yield to that tempta-
tion, to ask her what all
that crying was about. [
was tempted, but I did
not yield to that temp-
tation, to tell her what
I thought was going on.

It did not take long
for the little Princess to
do it all over again.

Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa,
Waa.

Again, the
great-grandmother
dropped what she was
doing and went back,
got the baby out of the
bassinet, brought her
out, and fixed up a
bottle for her lunch. So
all the time, the little
baby was smiling and
giggling and then look-
ing at me and winked;
it seemed that way, at
least from my perspec-
tive.

What I saw was the
little Princess taking

charge of her environ-
ment. How someone
that young could know
how to manipulate her
environment is well be-
yond me. I should take
a few notes from her.

As I was pondering
this situation I could
not help but think of
what that wise old man,
Solomon, said in, Prov-
erbs 22:6, “Train up
a child in the way he
should go: and when he
is old, he will not depart
from it.”

That wise old man
understood that what
a child becomes is a re-
sult of training. Too of-
ten the child dominates
the training chair which
predicts what happens
when that child is old.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala, FL with
the Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025,
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmail.com, website
www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.
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Dr. Lisa Ann (Watkins) Liseno

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the
passing of our wonderful and beautiful daugh-
ter and sister Dr. Lisa Ann (Watkins) Liseno, 54,
who passed away on March 12, 2023, after a fall
in her home in Crawfordville, Fla.

She was born on May 1, 1968, in Sturgeon
Bay, Wis., to Norm and Mabel Watkins.

Lisa was wickedly smart, funny, strong-willed,
fiercely assertive in the face of injustice and cared
deeply about others. She truly lit up the lives of
all who had the good fortune to meet her and
made friends everywhere she went. She loved
swimming; great books and music; and her pet
cats, George and Weezee.

She overcame a lot of adversity. She was strick-
en with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis when she
was 8 and battled it her entire life. While it se-
verely limited her mobility and caused her a lot of
pain, it couldn’t touch her spirit and didn’t affect
her glowing personality or her determination.

She got her bachelor’s degree from Carroll Col-
lege (now Carroll University) in Waukesha, Wis.,
with a double major in journalism and philoso-
phy. She earned her master’s degree in philos-
ophy from Northern Illinois University and her
doctorate in philosophy from Florida State Uni-
versity.

She was a faculty member at Florida State for
more than 15 years and was most recently as-
sistant dean at Florida State’s Graduate School,
director of the Program for Instructional Excel-
lence and the Fellows Society, and faculty advi-
sor for the Diversity and Inclusion in Research
and Teaching Organization.

She was preceded in death by her husband,
John Liseno. They were married in September
2007 in Sturgeon Bay. Lisa served as vice presi-
dent of John the Painter, the commercial paint-
ing business John started in Tallahassee, while
she also worked at FSU. She ran the business for
a few years after John passed away in January
2014 after a long battle with pulmonary fibrosis

and a lung transplant. The two were inseparable
and shared many adventures riding John’s Har-
ley-Davidson. They were clearly the loves of each
other’s lives.

Lisa is survived by her parents, Norm and
Mabel Watkins; her brothers, Dan (Sherry) Wat-
kins and Steve (Kelly Leon) Watkins; sister Robin
(Nick) Watkins-Mitchell; nephews Elliot Watkins
and lan Mitchell; nieces Cheyenne Watkins and
Jasmine Mitchell; and numerous cousins, aunts
and uncles.

A memorial service will be held May 20 in
Crawfordville at the United Methodist Church at
11 a.m. with luncheon to follow.

Donations in lieu of flowers can be made to
https:/ /everloved.com/life-of/lisa-liseno/ to be
used for an FSU scholarship foundation in Lisa’s
name, or to the Arthritis Foundation (https://
www.arthritis.org/donate) in her memory.

Skip Young with Family Funeral Home is as-
sisting the family with arrangements.

DEATH NOTICES

« Harold Robert Burse, 90, of Crawfordville, died April 20, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.familythc.com

o Curtis Clarence Hooker, 22, of Crawfordville, died April 12, 2023.

» Ouida McGill, 74, of Crawfordville, died April 21, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.familyfhc.com

» Ronald G. Vice, 83, of Carrabelle, died April 24, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com

Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familythc.com

Sherlock Springs hosts vendors

There was a steady
stream of visitors at
Sherlock Springs’
Yard Sale Extrava-
ganza over the week-
end at the old eques-
trian center at the
old camp. Vendors
reported doing good
business. (Photos by
Lynda Kinsey)

Sherlock Springs owner Rich Abrams mans a booth on Saturday, April 22.
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Glenda and Archie Simmons of Daddy’s Smokehouse food truck.
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Weekly Roundup: Entering the home stretch

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Gov.
Ron DeSantis this week
signed one of his prior-
ities and turned up the
heat in his feud with
Mickey Mouse, as the
Legislature enters the
home stretch of the 2023
session.

=DeSantis signed a bill
Thursday that eliminated
a requirement for unani-
mous jury recommenda-
tions before judges can
impose death sentences,
with the change taking
effect immediately. The
House voted 80-30 to
pass the bill last week,
after it was approved by
the Senate in a 29-10
vote on March 30.

The bill (SB 450)
emerged after Nikolas
Cruz last year received
a life sentence in the
2018 shooting deaths
of 17 people at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland. The
life sentence came after
a jury did not did not
unanimously recommend
death.

The new law will allow
death sentences to be
imposed after recom-
mendations from eight
of 12 jurors. In touting
the legislation, DeSantis
pointed to Cruz avoiding
the death penalty.

“I'm proud to sign leg-
islation that will prevent
families from having to
endure what the Park-
land families have and
ensure proper justice will
be served in the state of
Florida,” the governor
said.

The measure rep-
resents a change only
to sentencing and leaves
what is known as the
“guilt phase” of murder
cases untouched. Ju-
ries will still have to be
unanimous in finding

defendants guilty before
sentencing would begin.

Opponents of the mea-
sure have questioned
its constitutionality and
cited a history of Florida
Death Row inmates being
exonerated after evidence
emerged in their cases.

Sen. Darryl Rouson,
D-St. Petersburg, argued
last month that “unanim-
ity is the right balance
when death is the final
penalty.”

“It’s hard to reverse an
execution, and I think the
current state of the law is
sufficient,” Rouson said.

Lawmakers approved
the unanimous-jury re-
quirement in 2017 in
response to rulings by the
Florida Supreme Court
and the U.S. Supreme
Court. The Florida Su-
preme Court reversed
course in 2020 and said
unanimous jury recom-
mendations were not
needed, but the unani-
mous requirement stayed
in state law.

COMING DOWN THE
PIKE

Another significant
death-penalty change
could be coming after
the Senate this week
passed a bill (HB 1297)
that would allow death
sentences for people who
commit sexual batteries
on children under age 12.

DeSantis has backed
the change as specu-
lation builds that he is
gearing up for a 2024
presidential run.

But the bill is at odds
with legal precedent
from the U.S. Supreme
Court and Florida Su-
preme Court, which have
blocked executing rap-
ists. The U.S. Supreme
Court in 2008 issued a
key ruling known as Ken-
nedy v. Louisiana.

Supporters of the bill

hope it could be a vehicle
to get the high courts to
reconsider. Senate spon-
sor Jonathan Martin, a
Fort Myers Republican
who is a former prosecu-
tor, pointed to the Flor-
ida Supreme Court and
the U.S. Supreme Court
becoming more conserva-
tive after appointments in
recent years.

“We have a completely
different (U.S.) Supreme
Court makeup,” Martin
told senators. “We have
a completely different
Florida Supreme Court
makeup than when Ken-
nedy v. Louisiana was
issued. I know everybody
in this room hopes that
nobody is put to death
for this crime. Because if
someone is put to death
for this crime, it means
that a poor innocent child
was raped.”

The bill passed this
week says the 2008 U.S.
Supreme Court decision
and a 1981 Florida Su-
preme Court decision
were “wrongly decided.”

Lawmakers also teed
up a bill for DeSantis that
targets investment strat-
egies that the governor
deemed “woke.”

The bill (HB 3) would
prohibit consideration
of “environmental, social
and governance,” or ESG,
standards in investing
government money. It
was a major priority of
House Speaker Paul Ren-
ner, R-Palm Coast.

Republicans across
the country have criti-
cized ESG as an “agen-
da-driven” effort against
investments in fossil fu-
els, arms manufacturers
and prisons.

But the bill’s oppo-
nents said it would cost
the state money and
hinder investment deci-
sion-making.

“Remember, the people
that we’re trying to attack

are not in the business of
losing money and giving it
away,” Sen. Jason Pizzo,
D-Hollywood, said during
debate over the bill.

Meanwhile, lawmakers
gave final approval this
week to a proposed con-
stitutional amendment
that seeks to shift to hold-
ing partisan school-board
elections.

The proposal (HJR 31)
will go on the 2024 bal-
lot and, if approved by
voters, would do away
with a requirement that
school-board candidates
run without party labels.
Partisan elections could
begin in 2026.

Similar measures have
been considered by the
Legislature in the past,
but this year’s version
came after DeSantis took
the rare step in 2022 of
endorsing dozens of con-
servative school-board
candidates in the non-
partisan races. Many of
those candidates went on
to win and in some cases
flipped boards to conser-
vative majorities.

DISNEY FIGHT
REIGNITED

Proposals intended
to nullify development
agreements involving the
Walt Disney Co. began
moving in the Legisla-
ture this week, as the rift
between DeSantis and
the entertainment giant
deepens.

The House State Af-
fairs Committee and the
Senate Rules Committee
approved amendments
to broader development
bills (HB 439 and SB
1604) that would over-
ride agreements Disney
reached with outgoing
board members of the
former Reedy Creek Im-
provement District. The
bills are ready to go to the
full House and Senate.

Lawmakers in Febru-
ary gave DeSantis power
to appoint a new board
for the district, which has
long played a vital role for
Disney.

Under the bills, special
districts would be barred
from complying with de-
velopment agreements
executed three months or
less before new laws take
effect that change how
district board members
are selected.

STORY OF THE
WEEK: Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis on Thursday signed a

-~ HARRISON

bill eliminating a require-
ment for unanimous jury
recommendations before
judges can impose death
sentences.

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK: “There is no stat-
ute of limitations on this
crime (for victims). There
is no end. It’s always with
you.” — Senate Minori-
ty Leader Lauren Book,
D-Davie, on her support
for a measure that would
allow the death penalty
for people who commit
sexual batteries on chil-
dren.
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BAIL BONDS

850-926-2299

Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center
www.wakullabailbonds.com

BRIAN C.

ENGLISH

Financial Products Ch F C“’
/ Services HIGHEST STANDARD
OF KNOWLEDGE & TRUST
Investments RETIEMENT
. INCOME
Life Insurance Chartered CERTIFIED

Financial Consultant® PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
401(k) Rollovers |nation is issued by The American College after acquiring
C S ® specialized knowledge on advanced re-
926-7487 A L tirement and estate planning strategies.
Securities prd ucts n d d ¥ so y services b fered thra jj Pa k Ae nue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA,

SIPC. Guardian, its ies, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affiliated
with the Flp idR etirement Sy tem. 205- 620E XP5/T

DROP Rollovers

Geru[c[ Brown P[‘nfoguil[pa

e Eveuts  Beack Porbuaits
e Special Occasions
| e Musiciun =

50-545-4281=

IdBrownPhoto@Gmail.



Page 10 — THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, April 27, 2023

\

NEWSPAPER
EDUCATION
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USE THE NEWS

1. Poetry Sharing

April is National Poet-
ry Month, and this week
the nation will wrap up
its celebrations for 2023.
The celebrations can
be big events or small,
planned events or infor-
mal gatherings, events in
schools or events in the
community. In the tiny
town of Harrisville, New
Hampshire, poetry lovers
simply put up a sign on
the bulletin board of the
local general store, invit-
ing residents to a “Poetry
Sharing” at the town li-
brary. The hand-written
invitation on the sign
was a kind of poem it-
self. “O words so dear,
/ Come here! / Come
near! ... Tis time to gath-
er with words! / Yes! Tis
daring / A poetry shar-
ing!” The sign concluded
with a Who and Why that
could apply to all of Po-
etry Month — “Who: You
and Friends. Why: Good
for the Heart.” As a class,
discuss poems you have
read and liked and what
things inspire people to
write poetry (or raps, or
rhymes, or songs). Then
use the newspaper or In-
ternet to find a story or
photo that could inspire
you to write a poem.
Write a short poem
based on what you find
and read it at a “Poetry
Sharing” with your class-
mates.

Goals: Demonstrating
understanding of figura-
tive language; applying
knowledge of language
to understand how lan-
guage functions in differ-
ent contexts.

2. An Eagle Dad

It’s often said that
some people have a nat-
ural instinct for being a
parent. So, apparently,
do some eagles. Meet
Murphy, a 31-year-old
male bald eagle living at
a bird sanctuary in Val-
ley Park, Missouri. For
weeks, Murphy had been
trying to hatch an egg in
a nest he had built in his
pen — not realizing the
“egg” was actually a rock.
Male eagles help females
hatch eggs in the wild,
so it was not surprising
Murphy was trying. Ex-
cept he never had done
it before. Then fate gave
Murphy a real chance to
be a dad. A baby eaglet
was brought to the sanc-
tuary after falling from a
nest, the New York Times
newspaper reported. At
first handlers kept the
eaglet in a cage in Mur-
phy’s pen so they could
get to know each other.
Then they let the eaglet
out, and Murphy took
to fatherhood almost
immediately. When giv-
en a large fish, Murphy
tore it apart and started
feeding the eaglet, just
as he would in a natu-
ral nest. Eventually, the
gray, fuzzy eaglet will be
released into the wild,
but for now it’s getting
great care from Dad.
Spring and summer are
the times of year wild
animals and birds have
babies and start rais-
ing their families. In the
newspaper or online,
find and closely read a

story about a wild ani-
mal or bird that is do-
ing this. Use what you
read to write a letter to a
friend, telling what chal-
lenges the wildlife par-
ents face to successfully
raise their babies.

Goals: Producing clear
and coherent writing in
which the development,
organization and style
are appropriate to the
task; citing specific tex-
tual evidence when writ-
ing or speaking to sup-
port conclusions.

3. ‘Super Bloom’

It’'s often said that
“April showers bring May
flowers,” but they have
had to change the words
this spring in the state of
California. In that state
WINTER showers — and
snowstorms and bliz-
zards — have brought an
amazing display of APRIL
flowers. Unusually heavy
rain and snow this win-
ter have produced a “Su-
per Bloom” of wildflowers
in hills and valleys and
deserts from the Sier-
ra Nevada mountains
to the shores of the Pa-
cific Ocean. The bloom
has “painted” thousands
of acres with reds and
purples and yellows and

blues and attracted thou-
sands and thousands of
visitors. “Super Blooms”
don’t happen every year,
and there is no telling
when the next will occur.
In the meantime, “This is
how we feed our souls,”
said one California sci-
entist. Last weekend,
America observed Earth
Day, a holiday when peo-
ple celebrate the beauty
of nature and the envi-
ronment. In the news-
paper or online, find and
study photos of beautiful
places, birds or animals
in nature. Use photos
you find to create an art
collage (KOLE-ahj) show-
ing different ways nature
is beautiful. Give your
artwork a title and share
with the class.

Goals: Integrating in-
formation presented in
different media or for-
mats to develop a coher-
ent understanding of a
topic; conducting short
research projects that
build knowledge about a
topic.

4. 50 Flights on Mars!

When the Ingenuity
helicopter made its first
flight on the planet Mars,
it made history as the
first aircraft ever flown

www.thewakullasun.com

School distribution
sponsored by

on another planet. In the
two years since then the
little four-pound chopper
has done things its in-
ventors never imagined.
This month, Ingenuity
(IN-jen-OO-it-ee) suc-
cessfully completed a re-
cord-breaking 50th flight
on the planet that is next
out from Earth in our so-
lar system. Since arriving
on Mars with the Perse-
verance rover in Febru-
ary 2021, Ingenuity has
flown for more than 89
minutes and 7.1 miles,
CNN News reports. Amer-
ica’s NASA space agency
originally planned just
five flights for Ingenuity,
but the helicopter has
proved tougher and more
valuable than scientists
had believed possible.
After its first flights, its
role has expanded to be
a partner and scout for
the journeys of the rover
Perseverance, checking
out places that rovers
can’t go or helping plot
safe paths to new des-
tinations. NASA is now
planning to send two
more helicopters to Mars
on future space flights.
When scientists invented
the Ingenuity helicopter,
they put it together us-
ing parts and cameras
from smartphones that
anyone could buy in a
store. In the newspaper
or online, find and close-

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

A
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ly read a story about an-
other new invention or
product. Use what you
read to write a paragraph
telling what materials or
parts were needed for the
invention and how they
were put together.

Goals: Writing infor-
mative/explanatory texts
to examine a topic and
convey ideas and infor-
mation clearly; citing
specific textual evidence
when writing.

5. Shipwreck Mystery

Shipwrecks reveal a
lot about the past, be-
cause water preserves
artifacts that give a
glimpse of life in earli-
er times. On the bor-
der between the United
States and Canada in the
northern Midwest, sci-
entists may have solved
a 100-year-old mystery
with the discovery of a
pair of shipwrecks on
the bottom of Lake Su-
perior. The shipwrecks
were from a fleet of lum-
ber vessels that sank in
a violent, surprise storm
in November 1914. From
the day the ships went
down, historians have
been trying to determine
exactly where the vessels
sank — and why. This
month, the historical so-
ciety in Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula  announced

that it had found two of
the fleet’s three boats
using a remote under-
water research robot, the
New York Times report-
ed. The steamboat C.F.
Curtis was found some
500 feet below the sur-
face, and the schooner
barge Selden E. Marvin
was found about 600
feet below. The two ships
were discovered 25 miles
off the shore in an area
known as the “Grave-
yard of the Great Lakes.”
More than 200 vessels
are known to have sunk
in the “Graveyard” area.
Shipwrecks can reveal
a lot about life in the
past. What could ships
of today reveal in the fu-
ture? In the newspaper
or online, find and study
stories and photos in-
volving vacation cruise
ships from today. Use
what you find to write
a short paper detailing
what future historians
might conclude about to-
day’s luxury lifestyles by
studying the contents of
cruise ships. Share with
the class and discuss.

Goals: Producing clear
and coherent writing in
which the development,
organization and style
are appropriate to the
task; citing specific tex-
tual evidence when writ-
ing or speaking to sup-
port conclusions.

YOUTH SFPORTS CAN PROVIDE
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY THAT HELFS
REDUCE RATES OF THIS.

ALIS3dO —HAMSNY

What’s the Difference?

There are four differences between Picture A
and Picture B. Can you find them all?
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THIS DAY IN...

HISTORY

* 1607: THE VIRGINIA
COMPANY COLONISTS
MAKE LANDFALL AT
CAPE HENRY.

* 1603: THOUSANDS

OF METEOR FRAGMENTS
FALL FROM THE SKIES
OF LAIGLE, FRANCE.

*1962: THE BRITISH
SPACE PROGRAMME
LAUNCHES ITS FIRST
SATELLITE, THE ARIEL 1.

FORWARD

attacking player
in various sports

ENGLISH: Net

FRENGEH: Filet

s,

SPANISH: Red

ITALIAN: Rete

GERMAN: Netz

YOUTH SPORTS PARTICIFANTS
SHOULD WEAR THE PROFPER SAFETY
GEAR, SUCH AS EYE
PROTECTION, TO
AVOID INJURIES.

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?

11Yd 432203 ‘AAMSNY
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LETTER WRITING WORD SEARCH

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

ADDRESS
CARD
COMPUTER
CORRESPONDENCE
DISCOVERY
DRAFT
EMAIL
ENVELOPE
FILES
LETTER
MEANING
MESSAGE
PENCIL
PENMANSHIP
PENPAL
PLUME
POSTAGE
SCROLL
SEALED
SECRET
SHEET
STATIONERY
TEXT
WORDS
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CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS

1. It’s all over the beach
5. A cirque

8. Corpuscle count
(abbr.)

11. Influential report
author

13. Satisfaction

14. Recurring only at
long intervals

15. Islamic calendar
month

16. Neither

17. Gelatinous sub-
stance

18. American electronic
music producer

20. Old computer sys-
tem

21. Professional organi-
zation

22. Malaria mosquitoes
25. Not composed of
matter

30. It’s in the ocean

31. Peytons little brother
32. French commune
33. Eyelashes

38. Equal (prefix)

41. Quality of little or
no rain

43. One who beheads
45. Sung to

48. Influential punk artist
49. Amount of time

50. Polio vaccine devel-
oper

55. Abba __, Israeli
politician

56. Job

57. Flat-bottomed
sailboat

59. Japanese wooden
clog

60. Folk singer DiFran-
co

61. FL city

62. Naturally occurring
solid

63. Language of indige-
nous Asian people

64. Dark brown

CLUES DOWN

1. Soviet Socialist Re-
public

2. Zoroastrian concept
of holy fire

3. Venomous snake
genus

4. Uninteresting

5. Straightforwardness
6. Expression of wild
excitement

7. Arrange in order

8. East Indian cereal

1 2

grass
9. Hillsides

10. Bird beak covering
12. Baseball stat

14. Edge of a surfboard
19. Wrapping accessory
23. Express approval
24. Deduce

25. Similar

26. Born of

27. Automobile

28. Obliged to repay
29. Live in

34. Influential journal-
ist Tarbell

35. Set aflame

36. O] trial judge

37. Scottish town

39. African nation

40. Egg-shaped wind
instrument

41. Mimic

42. Frees

44. In slow tempo

45. Sword

46. Related on the
mother’s side

47. Mars crater

48. Plant of the lily
family

51. Suitable in the cir-
cumstances

52. Hillside

53. Metrical foot

54. Amazon river trib-
utary

58. Adult male human

11

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to Lyme disease.
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Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To

solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it
gets to solve the puzzle!

Guess Whe?

| am a pop singer born in Michigan
on April 27, 1988. | started
performing as part of music groups
in 2011, and by 2014 | was named
an artist to watch. I’'m known for my
flute-playing abilities and body-

positive stance.
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UP TO 20 WORDS

PER
COL

Q ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD Q INCH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com
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850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327 ‘

<

sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

Crum’s Home Detail RIVER PLANTATION
Chris Crum COMMUNITY YARD SALE
850-694-4832 Sat., April 29 - 8-2p.m.

Patio furniture, Kayak equip-
ment, washer/dryer, plants
— reasonably priced, furniture,
dishes, Oak dining table w/6

Pressure & soft washing, roof
& gutter cleaning, concrete

Follow us on |§j
MM43237

S\unrays Spa

Relax Revive Rejuvenate
= _

Land
Clearing

Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

850-933-8505

FREE ESTIMATES

Spears Engines & Tires

Est. 1978

Some work on Shoes and tack

FOR SALE

LEATHER REPAIR / chairs, bakers rack, bunk beds,
REFURBISH hospital bed, double futon frame,
850-766-4562 portable dishwasher & more.

John Allcorn Leather

COMMUNITY YARD SALE:
Wakulla Circle, Ochlockonee
Bay, across from Tropical Trad-
er. Thurs., Fri. & Sat.,

May 4 & 5, 9-6 + May 6, 9-5.

Bags, Belts, Holsters

Also — Custom Products

Raw Wildflower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps
All Locally Produced
850-926-2658
www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at
baileysbeesonline

Spring Special
Mention this ad -Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

e Small Engine Repair ¢ Automotive Repairs
e Tire Sales & Service ¢ Carport & Portable Building Sales

850-926-2338

3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

9“&

AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION & HEAT

‘Wakulla Lawn ‘Ranger

Gene ‘Darby
850-251-9122
Mowing - Edging - Trimming

Sidewalk/Driveways
‘Pressurewashing

Services
Commercial * Residential * Fast and Reliable Scheduling
A & W Services Heating & Air is
The Authority on HVAC Repairs,
m' Maintenance,
Installation and Upgrades!
ﬁf;'x 1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tullahassee, FL 32303
Ower 60 years combined experience * Lic. # CAC1815061

CRAWEFORDVILLE

PHARMACY

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946

Pharmicists

Hiren & Purvi Patel —
Monday — Friday 9a.m. — 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

Signature Painting

of Wakulla, [nc.

850-247-9925 )
Residential Painting |

* Rooms « Walls + Power Washing ]
* Ceilings * Cabinets * Trim & More é

Licensed & Insured - Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

COMMERCIAL & REleENTlAL
Woob ¢« VINYL ¢« CHAIN LINK ¢ ALUMINUM

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
> Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Certlfled
- Arborist

20Years
Experience

TRIMMING THMBERS

TREE REMOVAL &
STUMP GRINDING

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Ben Burns

850.591.8351

Bonnle@BonmetheLlfeCoaCh com d

SERVICES YARD SALE HELP WANTED RENTALS

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers.
Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY'S — MEDART
(850)926-4353

g

WofoRerReally

Now Hiring!| | “Specializing in
Wakulla Wakulla County”
Correctional
Institution Sonya
. Hall
Starting salary Broker
$41,600 to $44,200 | (850 235 o0
Benefits Package = $22,500
Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com Real Estate Sales,
N Listings & Rental
ig Bend Hé‘spme Management
ice licensed sin. Storage
Unit Rentals
itrect paltient care vcl)luntelers 8x10 - $66.65
0 provide companionship
and respite services in 10x12 - $98.90

Wakulla County.
ou are interested in lear

Karen
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 567-8279

il Karen@wakullarealty.com

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

E-EDITIONS

[m] AR []
: .H

NOW HIRING
REPORTER

The Wakulla Sun is
seeking a fulltime general
assignment reporter. The

Wakulla Sun is an inde-
pendently owned weekly
newspaper in Crawfordville
with a circulation of 2,000
that also publishes a free

SCAN ME

monthly tabloid with a
circulation of 16,000. for an
SUBMIT RESUME TO electronic
William Snowden, .
editor and publisher edition of The
of the Sun, at
. Wakulla Sun

editor@thewakullasun.com.

A Subscription to...

aw%«a@w

For One Year Subscription,
Use This Convenient Form!

Mail To:

The Wakulla Sun
12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

$35 — Wakulla County
$50 — Out Of County
$60 — Out Of State
Mail subscription to:

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL




www.thewakullasun.com

BASEBALL

War Eagles win 2 of 3
to improve to 13-9

By KEITH ANDERSON
WHS Baseball Coach

The War Eagles won
2 of 3 games this past
week to improve to 13-9
on the season.

The WarEagle Varsi-
ty baseball team lost a
close one up at North
Florida Christian last
Tuesday evening. The
War Eagles carried a
5-3 lead into the bottom
of the 7th inning, but
North Florida strung
two groundball base
hits together to tie the
game up, then end the
game in walkoff fash-
ion.

Starter Leaston
Spears threw well for
WHS, scattering 3 hits
and 3 strikeouts in his
outing through 4 in-
nings. Hayden Wright
went 2 innings giving
up no hits, but allowed
the winning runs on
with an out in the sev-
enth before Gavin Estep
came in to close. Estep
quickly struck a hitter
out for the 2nd out,
but then as luck would
have it, two seeing eye

groundballs made it
through the infield to
tie and win the game
6-5 for North Florida.
Parker Lawhon led the
hitters going 3-3. Colby
Zinser, Josiah Pierini,
Reid Joyner, Garrett
Veltkamp, and Michael
Hurley all had hits in
the game.

The War Eagles trav-
eled to Bozeman High
School to take on the
Buck who are ranked
No. 2 in the state in
their classification.

Starter Gavin Estep
dominated from start
to finish striking out
3 with no walks in the
2-hit shut out. He only
needed 70 pitches to
throw the complete
game and the Bucks
only managed 3 base-
runners who never got
past first base.

The War Eagles
racked up 9 hits. Mi-
chael Hurley led the hit-
ters going 3-3. Parker
Lawhon was 2-3, Colby
Zinser was 2-4, and
Sam Bruce also had a
single. The big blow of
the game came when
second baseman Reid
Joyner hit a towering
3 run homerun to the
leftcenter gap to seal
the 5-0 lead.

On Friday the War
Eagles hosted Flor-
ida State University
High School. War Eagle

starter Reid Joyner was
removed in the middle
of the first inning due to
shoulder soreness.

Down a run, Jesse
Nazworth came in the
ball game and pitched
the next 4 innings and
a third innings with a
solid relief appearance
scattering 6 hits and
giving up only 1 run.
Sophomore submariner
Hayden Wright came
on in relief of Nazworth
to throw 2 shutout in-
nings giving up O hits
striking out three. The
War Eagles went to the
7th down 2-1. Michael
Hurley led off with a
single. Parker Lawhon
sacrifice bunted him
over to second. Colby
Zinser singled the tying
run in and moved up to
second on the throw.
That brough Freshman
Sam Bruce to the plate.
He hit a sharp single
through the middle to
score Zinser in walkoff
fashion for thewin 3-2.
Hayden Wright received
the win on the mound.
The War Eagles racked
up 9 hits on the eve-
ning. Colby Zinser, Sam
Bruce, and Micael Hur-
ley all had 2 hits each.

Brady Crum, Reid
Joyner, and Josiah
Pierini all chipped in a
hit apiece.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Your local source for news.

ﬂ @TheWakullaSun
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PLOUFFE.JACOB(@GMAIL.COM

Call Jacob today and let him
“Help you find your way home...”

u @TheWakullaSun
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WE ARE
HIRING

WES

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOLS

W
CommTTED 1O SUCCESs

IT TECHNICIAN

STARTING SALARY: $35,580
FULL BENEFITS PACKAGE
HANDS ON TRAINING

We are Hiring Now!

FINANCE ASSISTANT
STARTING SALARY: $42,554

FULL BENEFITS PACKAGE
HANDS ON TRAINING

850-445-3521

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOLS

%o £0 10 SUCCESS

JACOB PLOUFFE REALTOR

Growing up on the water and in the woods, as well as managing a 50-year-old family owned bait and tackle store opens a lot
of doors when it comes to real estate. It allowed Jacob to be able to meet many members of the community, learn the strengths
and weaknesses of the local market and establish ties with local business owners. His knowledge and contacts will help people
seamlessly navigate the housing market.

He also has a heart for service. He chose a career path as a firefighter and EMT to help fulfill his desire to serve others. Finding a
family their perfect home as stress-free as possible is one more way to service others! You can find Jacob with his family, hunting, fishing,
or playing a round of cornhole. His reputation as a go-getter and trusted member of this community precedes itself. Whether it’s
buying land to build your dream house on or buying a beachfront property to relax at, he realizes the importance of any transaction
and will strive to make it as stress free as possible. Give him a call to help make your dreams reality.
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Wak-Color Run held to promote su1c1de awareness

After being cancelled twice due to bad weather, the
third time was a charm for the Wakulla Color Run, §
held by the Wakulla County Health Department to i
promote suicide awareness. On Saturday, April 21,
dozens of runners went from TCC Wakulla down
Ochlockonee Street past Hudson Park to Cedar

Avenue and around the loop at the Extension Office [
- getting showered with colored chalk.

PHOTOS BY
GERALD BROWN

CONGRATULATE
THE CLASS OF 2023

Senior Photos, Awards
and more.

Call (850) 962-8019

Advertising Deadline: May 12,
Publication Date: May 25
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Full Color
As Available

Sponsor Line..........$25
Eighth Page..............$50...$25
Quarter Page.........$100.. $50
Half Page................ $200... $75
Full Page.................$300... $75
Back Page..............$500

1/2 Back Page....$300
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PHOTO BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Runners, volunteers and health department staff all throw color to celebrate the end of the run.

Wakulla Health Department Director Tonya Hobby with Haley Carlton, who organized
the Color Run, and volunteers Logan Stallings and Michelle Leigh Henderson.

Some friends are like gold...
Some birthdays are too!
We want to celebrate both blessings with you.

PLEASE JOIN US IN CELEBRATING

CLAXTON VAUSE’S NlNETlETH

Saturday, May 6
from 2:00-4: oo’ PM

Sopchoppy H|stor|c
\Gymnasmm

159 Yellow Jacket Avenue,
Sopchoppy

o

No gifts please.

Please
Recycle

<o





