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Local teacher 
arrested on sex 
charge in Leon

Jury awards 
$3M in lawsuit

Man struck by 
lightning

D rone instruc tor J onathan Flag g  is 
c harg ed with v ideo v oyeurism for 
alleg edly p hotog rap hing  woman in 
dressing  room at Tallahassee store

County v otes to g o 
forward with new 
sp ring s p rotec tion 

ordinanc e
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Partly CloudySunny

Saturday

Sunrise 6:50 AM
Sunset 8:18 PM

Sunrise 6:51 AM
Sunset 8:17 PM

Sunrise 6:52 AM
Sunset 8:16 PM

Hi: 84º Lo: 67º   12%Hi: 82º Lo: 61º   5%Hi: 81º Lo: 58º   5%
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FridayThursday

A curious manatee at Wakulla Springs checks out Cal Jamison on the bow of a boat doing 
the Florida Springs Initiative weekly water testing. Jamison was testing water clarity.

Speakers at ‘Rivers Beneath Us,’ a program on the 
vulnerability of the local underground caverns: Jad 

Kabbani, who spoke of the economic impact, Dr. Chris 
Werner of Woodville Karst Plain Project and Tom 

Greenhalgh, an hydrology expert at FSU.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Wakulla High School teacher Jonathan Flagg, 
who instructed students on aviation and flying 
drones, was arrested by the Leon County Sheriff’s 
Office on Wednesday, April 26, and charged with 
video voyeurism, which is a felony sex offense.
According to the 

Leon County Sheriff’s 
Office, in mid-March 
a woman at a Target 
store in Tallahassee 
reported that she was 
in the dressing room 
and someone reached 
under the stall with a 
cell phone and pho-
tographed her. Based 
on surveillance video, 
deputies interviewed 
Flagg at his home and seized his phone for evidence.
Flagg later turned himself in at the Leon County 

Jail.
The district immediately suspended Flagg with 

pay and prohibited him from coming on campus.
It’s typical for a district employee charged with 

a felony sex offense to be suspended and then 
put the matter of terminating the employee to the 
school board.
Asked for comment, Superintendent of Schools 

Bobby Pearce released a statement that read: 
“Johnathon Flagg, a Wakulla District employee, 
has been arrested in Leon County for a non-school 
related offense. He has been placed on Adminis-
trative leave until the next School Board meeting 
where further action may be recommended to the 
School Board.”

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

On Dec. 6, 2018, at around 5:30 in the morn-
ing, Stephen Berry was driving north on Woodville 
Highway on his way to work at Wakulla Correctional 
Institute. He crashed into the back of a Waste Pro 
garbage truck and was killed.
Last week, after a four-day trial, a six-person 

jury awarded Berry’s estate, which includes his 
now 6-year-old son, $3 million in damages. The jury 
found Waste Pro was 60% at fault for the wreck and 
Berry, who was driving 62 mph in a 55 mph zone, 
was 40% at fault.
It appears to be the largest jury verdict awarded 

in a civil lawsuit in Wakulla County.
Berry’s estate was represented in the case by 

attorney Allen McConnaughhay of the Tallahassee 
law firm of Fonvielle Lewis Messer & McConnaugh-
hay. McConnaughhay contended the Waste Pro 
garbage truck was blocking the road and its brake 
lights didn’t work.
Waste Pro was represented by Tampa attorney 

William Smoak, who noted the truck had its yellow 
flashers on, as required by law.
Wakulla Circuit Judge Layne Smith presided 

over the trial. 

STAFF REPORT

A man was reportedly struck by lightning 
during the heavy storm on Thursday, April 27, 
according to the Wakulla Sheriff’s Office.
The call came in around 4:20 at the Kangaroo 

gas station on Coastal Highway. When first re-
sponders arrived, the man was alert and declined 
medical attention or transport to the hospital.
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Jonathan Flagg

Protecting the water

� e annual Stephen C. 
Smith Regatta, a fund-
raiser for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, was 
held over the weekend 
at Shell Point Beach. 
(Photos by Gerald 
Brown)

S TEPHEN  S M ITH R EG A TTA  A T S HELL POIN T

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Wakulla county com-
missioners voted 4-1 
on Monday night with 
public hearings on a new 
ordinance intended to 
create stricter regulation 
on development within 
the Springs Protection 
Area.
Commissioner Chuck 

Hess cast the lone dis-
senting vote, apparently 
in the belief that the pro-
posed ordinance wasn’t 
strict enough.
A number of citizens 

spoke on the ordinance – 
but most were comment-
ing on the gas station 
proposal that drew con-
troversy last year and 
was subsequently with-
drawn. The Southwest 
Georgia Oil Company 
had proposed building a 
gas station on property 
at the corner of Bloxham 
Cutoff and U.S. Highway 
319. That project has 
not been resubmitted.
Divers with the Wood-

ville Karst Plain Project 
determined in January 
that an underground 
cavern runs under a 
portion of that prop-
erty, which connects 
the Chip’s Hole sink to 
Wakulla Springs.
The proposed ordi-

nance would update 
the current ordinance, 
which was approved in 
1994, and would require 
more site-specific stud-
ies – such as three 30-
foot ground borings for 
each 5,000 square feet, 
rather than one 15-foot 

boring for the area.
Tom Lewis, a geologist 

with the Terracon Con-
sultants, which advised 
the county on the chang-
es, said it would give 
county officials greater 
knowledge on the geolo-
gy of an area. 
The ordinance would 

also require a third-par-
ty review of geologic data 
submitted by a devel-
oper.
Somer Pell, director 

of the county Planning 
Department, noted that 
the soil samples could 
be used to determine 
whether underground 
storage tanks would be 
allowed, or if the coun-
ty would require abo-
veground tanks.
There has been much 

talk – in Letters to the 
Editor, social media 
posts and letters to the 
county – about requiring 
some sort of setback 
from underground cav-
erns.
County Administrator 

David Edwards said at 
the meeting that set-

backs was the original 
idea, “but we can’t get 
there.” While WKPP’s 
maps generally show 
where the caves are, 
they don’t show exact 
location – so there’s no 
way to know where to 
setback from. Edwards 
said that, until a survey-
or can set out markers 
delineating where the 
cavern is – as they do 
in marking a surface 
wetland or mean high 

water – there is no legal 
boundary to set back 
from.
As Pell put it at the 

meeting: “The data is not 
certifiable where we can 
establish a setback.”
Two points did draw 

support from commis-
sioners: the lack of defi-
nition in the ordinance 
of “overburden”  and 
“confining layer” which 
was pointed out by a 

Partly Cloudy
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Audrey DeBorde, 1st grader at Crawfordville Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Alena Crawford

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: 
Aubrey DeBorde is a star student in Mrs. 
Johnson’s 1st grade class. She recently 
reached 100 books and has made amazing 
progress on Star Reading. She is an extreme-
ly hard worker and a great helper in the 
classroom. She is also a wonderful friend to 
those in her class. 

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

Th i s  i r i s  g r o w s  i n  m a r s h e s ,  s w a m p s  a n d  a l o n g  p o n d s .

Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Southern Blue Flag Iris
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 
and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Southern blue flag iris (Iris virginica) is 
a native iris with large, elegant, pale blue 
to deep purple flowers. This wetland wild-
flower with sword-like leaves grows 2-4 
feet tall in full sun. Southern blue flag 
iris grows in marshes, swamps, and along 
ponds in northern Florida. It is an ideal 
plant for rain gardens, water gardens, re-
tention ponds, and drainage ditches. How-
ever, it can tolerate normal garden soils 
with regular watering. Deer resistance is 
high. Though visited by butterflies seeking 
nectar, it is pollinated by bumblebees and 
long-horned bees. The dark purple lines 
near the flower center are nectar guides, 
visual cues that help pollinators find nec-
tar and pollen faster. The Southern blue 
flag iris is blooming now near the pond at 
Sopchoppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 2006. 
More than $1 million has been raised through the 

sale of Florida Realtors “Support Homeowner-
ship for All” specialty license plates, which help 
fund affordable housing programs across Flori-
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to 
teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a 
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All” 
license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go 
toward marketing the plate.

Enacted: 07/01/2014.
The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida 

Sheriffs Association  to develop and provide import-
ant training for members of local s�eriff ǯs ofϐices as 
well as deputies across the state.

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As-
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67 
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R AW F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

ZERO-TURN MOWERS
TITAN® / TIMECUTTER®

LEETRAILERSALES.NET   LEETRAILERSTORO.COM

3922 Crawfordville Rd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32305 

8 5 0  8 7 8 - 0 7 8 8
Locally Owned and Operated • S ALES  • P ARTS  • REP AI RS

Same Location
for 41 Years

Family Owned 
& Operated

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville
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Medart School 
of Music to hold 
student recital

Spencer Smith 
playing in PGA 
Championship

SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Mrs. Johnson’s fifth 
grade classes at River-
sink Elementary School 
have been learning about 
different ways to help the 
monarch butterfly in our 
area. 
The monarch butterfly 

is an endangered spe-
cies, and its migration 
is seen in the local area. 
Learning about the phe-
nomenon of the monarch 
butterfly’s migration was 
also an opportunity for 
the students to develop 
environmental aware-
ness. 
Through the support 

of the National Science 
Foundation Career Grant 
#2142908  and professor 
Dr. Amal Ibourk from 
FSU, the students were 
able to participate in 
lessons that taught them 
about how monarch mi-
gration is affected by the 
rising global tempera-
tures over time, which 

have led to habitat loss 
for the monarch but-
terflies such as the de-
crease in the amounts 
of Milkweed and Salt 
Bush along our Florida 
Coastline.
Fifth grade students 

used the web-based in-

quiry science environ-
ment (WISE) developed 
at the University of Cal-
ifornia - Berkeley (with 
support from NSF) as a 
supplement to under-
stand how solar radiation 
from the sun heats the 
Earth, and how green-

house gasses like carbon 
dioxide and methane can 
impact the energy cycle 
when they trap more heat 
in the atmosphere.  
By the end of the unit, 

fifth graders were able 
to identify ways that hu-
mans can positively im-

pact their environment 
such as reducing food 
waste, decreasing ener-
gy usage, and planting 
plants to help native spe-
cies. 
Penelope Watters, a 

student in Mrs. John-
son’s class stated, “The 
unit was so interesting! I 
loved getting to learn so 
many new things about 
butterflies and how to 
help their numbers go 
up! I hope we can put this 
knowledge to good use.” 
Natalie Drye added, 

“The most enjoyable 
thing about the butterfly 
unit was learning about 
how they migrate to Mex-
ico and about how they 
reproduce.”
 As a culminating 

project, the FSU Envi-
ronmental Service Pro-
gram, Mrs. Johnson, Dr. 
Amal Ibourk, and Syre-
na Young (Dr. Ibourk’s 
research student) came 
to school on a Satur-
day morning and built 

a community garden at 
the school. The garden 
includes flowering plants 
for butterflies to get nec-
tar, such as zinnias, 
milkweed for monarch 
larva to feed on, and blue 
porter weeds which pro-
mote pollinators such as 
monarchs.
The students are very 

excited to be making a 
positive impact and are 
watering the garden every 
day during recess. They 
are helping the monarch 
population thrive by pro-
viding a habitat right at 
the elementary school. 
This allows students to 
see themselves as do-
ing science in ways that 
make a difference in their 
school. It also has given 
them a new connection 
to the monarch, an ap-
preciation and concern 
for the natural world but 
also a feeling of hope and 
interconnectedness with 
the world around them.

Special to The Sun

1st Place 6th grade: Tara Cook COAST Charter 
School “With or Without a Mom.”
1st Place 4th/5th grade: Penelope Watters River-

sink Elementary School “Mirror, Mirror on the Wall.”

2nd Place 4th/5th grade: Josephine Gooch 
Shadeville Elementary “Camping is the Best Family 
Vacation!”
3rd Place 4th/5th grade: Jettsen Medley COAST 

Charter School “Why I Hate Florida.”

4-H Speech Contest winners

The Medart School of Music will be having 
their Spring recitals on Saturday, May 6, at the 
Ochlockonee Bay United Methodist Church lo-
cated at 2780 Surf Road. 
There will be two performances. One at 11 a.m. 

and one at 2 p.m. Come and enjoy a variety of 
music performed on a variety of instruments by 
these young musicians! 
Students who attend the music school are 

Logan Bramblett, Matthew Hamel, Dylan Hamel, 
Rayna Hamel, McKenna Sanders, Taylor Cook, 
Trenton Wells, Addison Wells, Logan Hand, 
Ruari Robinson, Sabian Jett, Lauretta Comp-
ton, Laila Francis, Legion Taylor, Ronin Taylor, 
Noble Holloway, Gunner Roe, Ariel Roe, Isaiah 
Laughton, Eliana Howard, Bay Sanders, Carter 
Dunn, Gary Diskerud, Fabiola Larregui, Isabella 
Larregui, Nina Fox, Latesha Monroe, Chandler 
Bechtel, Aubrey Recks, Alexis Porter, Charlie 
Moss, Ella Yost, Emily Chen, Grayson Van Vliet, 
Lulu Fenenbock, ryson Sanders, Brooks Loper, 
Riley Solano, Zoe Norris, Isabella Maskell, Kara 
Maskell, Emily Lloyd, Brooks Baker, Brooklyn 
Ruggless, Jewel Morgan, Sebastian Diez-Gomez, 
Isabella Laughlin, Joe Miller, Liam Miller, Walk-
er Roberts, Gabriele Kent, Bently Wilson, Ryan 
Ladwig, Gabi Morales, Blaiden Ward, Jace Perez, 
Madalyn Carraway, Cameron Stevens, Christo-
pher Raker, Lily Bridges, Teddy Herb, Michael 
Albanese, Elizabeth Albanese, Alanna Womble, 
Anna Prather, Marlene Meeks, Mollie Robinson, 
and Debbie Carter. 

Former Wakulla War Eagle Spencer Smith is 
playing in the PGA professional championship 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, with a chance to 
qualify for the U.S. Open in June. Smith is one 
of 312 golfers competing. 
A 2010 Wakulla high School graduate, Smith 

is currently a golf professional in Jackson Hole,  
Wyoming. 

Mrs. Johnson’s ��h grade class at Riversink with plants for monarchs to feed on.

Class at Riversink aims to help monarch butter ies

Calendar of events for the week of May 4
On the Horizon

�ursday, May 4

• ćF 3PUBSZ $MVC PG 8BLVMMB $PVOUZ NFFUT BU UIF 5$$ 8BLVMMB 
$FOUFS BU ���� B�N�
• ćF 7'8 "VYJMJBSZ #JOHP /JHIU XJMM CF IFME BU � Q�N� BU ��� 
"SSBO 3PBE JO $SBXGPSEWJMMF
 FWFSZ ćVSTEBZ� ćFSF XJMM CF DPO-
DFTTJPOT BOE SBĒFT�
• )BUIB :PHB XJUI ;PF BU � B�N� BOE :JO :PHB XJUI /FMMJF BU � Q�N� 
$MBTTFT BSF ���
 QBDLBHFT BWBJMBCMF BU /FX 1PTI PO ���� $SBX-
GPSEWJMMF )XZ� 1MFBTF 3471 FNBJM BU OFXQPTI����!HNBJM�DPN PS 
UFYU�DBMM BU 	���
 ���������
• "MDPIPMJDT "OPOZNPVT NFFUT BU ���� Q�N� BU UIF "NFSJDBO 
-FHJPO
 �� 0DIMPDLPOFF 4U�

Friday, May 5

• $*/$0 %& .":0
• "MDPIPMJDT "OPOZNPVT NFFUT BU OPPO BOE � Q�N� FWFSZ 'SJEBZ BU 
UIF "NFSJDBO -FHJPO
 �� 0DIMPDLPOFF 4U�

Saturday, May 6

• ,&/56$,: %&3#: %":
• *OUSP UP 5BJ $IJ IFME BU UIF $PNNVOJUZ $FOUFS GSPN � UP �� B�N� 
"MM BCJMJUZ MFWFMT BSF XFMDPNF� QMFBTF XFBS DPNGPSUBCMF DMPUIJOH� 
'PS RVFTUJPOT DBMM 3JDI PS 5FSSJ #VTINBO BU �������������
• "MDPIPMJDT "OPOZNPVT NFFUT BU ���� Q�N� BU UIF "NFSJDBO 
-FHJPO
 �� 0DIMPDLPOFF 4U�

Monday, May 8

• 1MBOOJOH DPNNJTTJPO NFFUT BU � Q�N� JO UIF DPNNJTTJPO NFFU-
JOH SPPN�
• 4PQDIPQQZ $JUZ $PNNJTTJPO NFFUT BU $JUZ )BMM BU ����� Q�N�
• *OUSP UP 5BJ $IJ IFME BU UIF $PNNVOJUZ $FOUFS GSPN � UP �� B�N� 

"MM BCJMJUZ MFWFMT BSF XFMDPNF� QMFBTF XFBS DPNGPSUBCMF DMPUIJOH� 
'PS RVFTUJPOT DBMM 3JDI PS 5FSSJ #VTINBO BU �������������
• ćF 8BLVMMB 3FTQJUF 1SPHSBN JT BWBJMBCMF XFFLMZ GPS BOZPOF 
XJUI NFNPSZ JNQBJSNFOU BU OP DPTU GSPN � B�N� UP � Q�N� BU -BLF 
&MMFO #BQUJTU $IVSDI�
• )BUIB :PHB BU � B�N� BOE 3FTUPSBUJWF :PHB BU � Q�N� XJUI ;PF� 
$MBTTFT BSF ���
 QBDLBHFT BWBJMBCMF BU /FX 1PTI PO ���� $SBX-
GPSEWJMMF )XZ� 1MFBTF 3471 FNBJM BU OFXQPTI����!HNBJM�DPN PS 
UFYU�DBMM BU 	���
 ���������
• "MDPIPMJDT "OPOZNPVT NFFUT BU � Q�N� BOE � Q�N� BU UIF "NFSJ-
DBO -FHJPO
 �� 0DIMPDLPOFF 4U�

Tuesday, May 9

• )JTUPSJDBM 4PDJFUZ 4IPX � 5FMM JT BU UIF QVCMJD MJCSBSZ BU ���� Q�N� 
• 4PQDIPQQZ $PNNVOJUZ %JOOFS JT IFME FWFSZ XFFL BU UIF 5PXMFT 
)PVTF BU ���� Q�N� 
• 0OF�DFOU 4BMFT 5BY $PNNJUUFF NFFUT JO UIF DPVOUZ BENJOJTUSB-
UJPO DPOGFSFODF SPPN BU � Q�N�
• :JO :PHB BU ����� B�N� BOE 'MPX :PHB BU � Q�N XJUI /FMMJF� $MBTT-
FT BSF ���
 QBDLBHFT BWBJMBCMF BU /FX 1PTI PO ���� $SBXGPSEWJMMF 
)XZ� 1MFBTF 3471 FNBJM BU OFXQPTI����!HNBJM�DPN PS UFYU�DBMM 
BU 	���
 ���������
• "MDPIPMJDT "OPOZNPVT NFFUT BU ���� Q�N� BU UIF "NFSJDBO 
-FHJPO
 �� 0DIMPDLPOFF 4U�

Wednesday, May 10

• *OUSP UP 5BJ $IJ IFME BU UIF $PNNVOJUZ $FOUFS GSPN � UP �� B�N� 
"MM BCJMJUZ MFWFMT BSF XFMDPNF� QMFBTF XFBS DPNGPSUBCMF DMPUIJOH� 
'PS RVFTUJPOT DBMM 3JDI PS 5FSSJ #VTINBO BU �������������
• -JOF %BODF DMBTT XJMM CF IFME BU � Q�N� BU UIF 8BLVMMB 4FOJPS 
$FOUFS�
• "MDPIPMJDT "OPOZNPVT NFFUT BU OPPO BOE BU ���� Q�N� BU UIF 
"NFSJDBO -FHJPO
 �� 0DIMPDLPOFF 4U�



Page 4 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, May 4, 2023 www.thewakullasun.com
THE FIRST AMENDMENT
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of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Something on your mind? 
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.
com; or mail it or drop it by the o�  ce at 12 Arran Road, 

Crawfordville FL 32327.

LETTER S FR OM  R EAD ER S

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reQorters on the street
• More MocaM news aboVt oVr coN-

munity
• More MocaM content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

By ROBERT SEIDLER

I was facing imminent death….
I often drive a 1946 Willys Jeep it 

was the first year civilians could pur-
chase one. At 14 I had the original Wil-
lys/Ford Jeep that the military used I 
was gifted it by my father in 1966 as a 
way he thought to keep me out of his 
hair and maybe learn something too. It 
was my first car and a good choice be-
cause we lived by woods and dirt roads 
a Jeep can be happy with.
It only had low range so 30 mph 

was the top speed and I was lucky for 
that fact. It also had no brakes and the 
frame was rusted through in one place 
and overall it was worn down but till 
had enough fun left in it to cause end-
less adventures and plenty of trouble.
That first Jeep was a masterpiece 

of simple engineering, a large Erector 
set for a 14 year old desperate always 
to understand how things worked. It 
offered no electronics or convenienc-
es the seats didn’t even adjust. It was 
manual everything and clawed the 
earths surface like a mole claws un-
derground.
I learned all about how it worked 

and what made it go. I learned what it 
could and could not do.
I learned how to repair it, how to keep 

it running on its last few breaths. I wa-
ter proofed it for fording lakes, creeks 
and mud holes. It would go places new 
Jeeps could not even though it looked 
like a loose bucket of rusty bolts.
I enhanced its good qualities and 

avoided its bad ones. I learned a lot 
about traction and objects in motion. 
Dad paid 75 bucks for it and now 
about 10 old Jeeps later those lessons 
continue at 70.
Top safe speed in a flat fender Jeep 

is 45 mph. Sure they will do 60 maybe 
65 but trust me 45 IS top safe speed.
All the old Jeeps offer Jeep death 

wobble to their drivers as an option. 
Hit just the right bump in the road and 
death wobble begins and robs your 
hands of the wheel then things can get 
nasty. At 45 or below you can regain 
control…trust me.
I was on Surf Road recently cruis-

ing 45 mph, my personally added seat-
belt was on and I had not a care in the 
world. Cool air was buffering my nat-
ural pleasures, windshield was open. 
That was an early cooling option on 
CJ2As only, an opening windshield! 
Not a care in the world until…
I noticed a guy on a zero turn mower 

on the bike trail, sunglasses, full ear 
protection he was coming towards me 
safely on the trail I was in the road I 
saw zero risks.
Suddenly he turned left directly in 

my path, he was to me a Japanese 
Kamikaze zero turn mower pilot…he 
never looked he just turned. I had no 
time to even move my feet this was a 
steering and hands job now where luck 
would be the main component followed 
by that 14 year old kids brain archive 
of Jeep survival skills.
The following 5 seconds would be 

aMM aVtoNatic. MZ brain saw onMZ two 
options: running him directly over 
or flipping the Jeep and sliding and 
rolling it. Rolling one of these is cer-
tain death, there is no rollbar or crash 
crush protection. Being tossed out in a 
crash was the original safety option, it 

was another bad Jeep option of those 
times. There were only two crash type 
options, just two, no others. This was 
dire, extremely dire and I knew it.
I chose the slide and rollover option 

versus turning the guy into a messy 
road-killed mammal just like all the 
others I see when I bike the trail. I also 
knew I had a slim chance of survival 
while he had none.
There however is this third option 

the one we can’t imagine the one de-
fined by the less than awesome power 
of the flap of a butterflies wing. Bud-
dhism and Zen talks of this but I have 
never experienced it this directly be-
fore.
I hit the mower, the Jeep went up 

on two wheels, did all types of maneu-
vering all ruled and regulated by the 
laws of physics, I was bounced, tossed, 
turned, spun and released to still.

MZ first thoVght was * LiMMeE the 
Nower gVZ. MZ seconE thoVght was 
I must have killed the mower guy be-
cause I didn’t flip the Jeep.
As the Jeep spun around I saw him 

on the mower in the road alive.
The third option. The butterfly had 

acted.
I will never understand what exactly 

happened or do I need to.
I do have to remember there are al-

ways options in life we can’t imagine 
both good and bad. Options that take 
us on new often seemingly impossible 
journeys.
We both met over on the bike trail 

and talked, he thanked me for saving 
his life by almost losing mine. He ad-
mitted he never looked and that my 
quick actions resulted in another day 
for him.
The Jeep hit the front of his mow-

er and missed him by about a foot. 
The resulting hit sent the Jeep on two 
wheels and into a spin.
Any tiny changes in timing, speed 

or impact areas would have resulted in 
major changes in outcomes all of them 
probably worse, much worse.
The third option and the power of 

tiny forces around us.
We were both lucky and for a mo-

ment I was a proud 14 year old again 
with a Jeep just doing what I did test-
ing limits and pushing natural laws to 
their limits.
Thanks Dad for the Jeep! And more 

than that the seatbelt did save my life 
this is a for certain. I didn’t always 
wear it because I didn’t have to by law. 
But now it’s an always thing. Will most 
likely add a rollbar too, very most like-
ly.

Robert Seidler lives in Sopchoppy.

Editor, The Sun:

"n OQen -etter to 4teve FVMts, Man-
ager Wakulla Airport

Steve:

Yes, it is understood that the defini-
tion of light aircraft has been changed 
to 12,500lbs, by whomever and for 
whatever reason,… insurance classi-
fication perhaps?
As it pertains to the 1963 deed 

from (Fenton) Jones to Wakulla (for 
the land to be used as an airport), the 
current day definition is immaterial.
That is, changes over time should 

not be confused with the instant sub-
ject. Contracts are entered into and 
enforced based upon meetings of the 
minds. That which prevails in the 
Jones to Wakulla deed was the meet-
ing of the minds at the time of its ex-
ecution.

• -ight aircraft was sQecifieE in the 
1963 deed,

• -ight aircraft as of ���� was 

6,000 pounds as has been clearly de-
fined in the Encyclopedia of Aviation 
and by The George Smathers Library 
of the University of Florida,

• Heirs of Fenton +ones have rati-
fied that understanding.
You asked a decade ago if we could 

come up with something that would 
be acceptable to each. After all of the 
wasted time, effort, money and most 
regretfully relationships, the 6,000lb 
limitation remains the answer.
Newer aircraft are being manu-

factured lighter and to be more ef-
ficient,… just as are automobiles. 
Larger aircraft under the 6,000lb 
threshold will likely be using the air-
port in full compliance with the spirit 
and letter of the land grant from Jones 
to Wakulla,… fine!
Let’s move-on in harmony at the 

6,000lb limitation.

Jim
 

L. James Parham
Ochlockonee Bay

Editor, The Sun:

The Spring Night of Joy, formerly 
known as the Special Needs Prom, will 
be held at Wakulla Springs Lodge on 
4atVrEaZ, MaZ ��. 
We are seeking funds to make this 

night possible. With donations, we are 
able to keep this event free for attend-

ees and their guest.
This year will be our first year back 

since 2019! Deadline for donations 
is MaZ �. "MM Eonations go right bacL 
into this event. 
For more information, contact:  
 

Mary Wallace
(850) 228-5667

Debate over de� ning ‘light aircra� ’

A third option... with Eugene the Jeep

Antiques Show and Tell is set

Night of Joy at Wakulla Springs

Eugene the Jeep in his natural habitat.

Editor’s Note

Wakulla County Historical Soci-
ety’s 6th Annual Show and Tell will be 
heME TVesEaZ, MaZ �, at ���� Q.N. at 
the Wakulla County Public Library.
Back by popular demand! Our an-

nual Show & Tell program! This is 
a great opportunity for those of you 
lucky enough to have a long family 
history in this part of Florida to bring 
in and show off those items handed 
down from earlier generations – and 
for the rest of us to see and learn 
aboVt anE aENire theN� MeNbers 

and guests are invited to display and 
talk about their items related to North 
Florida or Wakulla County history.   
Display tables will be set up for at-
tendees to view your artifacts.
Bring those antique books, but-

tons, tokens, bottles or any object of 
historical value you’ve been storing in 
the closet, share your stories about 
them and enjoy viewing the artifacts 
of other collectors!

CaMM the MVseVN to reserve tabMe 
space at 850-926-1110.

A Letter to the Editor two weeks 
ago (“Emergency landing at airport”)  
about the Wakulla Airport being used 
for an emergency landing  by the pilot 
of a Cessna C-150 having engine trou-
ble after refueling at Apalachicola, re-
solving issues and then continuing a 
planned flight to Deland, then prompt-
ed a letter from Surf Road resident 
Jim Parham last week (“Story shows 
airport used as intended”) that the use 
of the airport by a light aircraft, which 
he defined as 6,000 pounds.

"irQort Manager 4teve FVMts sent 
an email to Parham – copying the Sun 
editor – asking him to cite his source 
of light aircraft being defined as 6,000 
pounds. Fults contends FAA regula-
tions define light aircraft as 12,500 
pounds or less. Parham has made the 
claim before in presentations before 
the county commission over the air-
port issue.
As background, Parham has been 

adamant in his concern about heavy 
aircraft, especially Blackhawk heli-
copters, using the grass strip.  
Parham submitted the following re-

sponse as an open letter to Fults:
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ SU SAN PAY NE  TU R NE R
PR IME  ME R ID IAN B ANK

“I  op ened a c hec king 
ac c ount at 16. My 

p arents  had op ened a 
savi ngs  ac c ount for me 
though  when I was 3 

or 4 after gr anddaddy 
sold a c ow and gave  

me the money.”

D E V IN STAR NE S
PR IME  ME R ID IAN B ANK

“ I was 16, I had just 
b oug ht a c ar. B efore 

that I had b een 
stashing  money 

away in my p arents’  
ac c ount. ”

Polled at Prime Meridian’ s Client Ap p rec iation D ay E v ent:

TAR A C. SAND E R S
PR IME  ME R ID IAN B ANK

“I  was 14 years old. 
My mom op ened 

up  a b ank ac c ount 
for me along w ith 

a J.C . Penny c redit 
c ard ac c ount.”

“I  was p rob ab ly 
ab out 14. It was 
a national b ank, 
later I switc hed 
to a loc al b ank.”

STU AR T CH AND R O NNE T
PR IME  ME R ID IAN B ANK

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

G E NE  LAMB E R T
FLO R ID A FAR M B U R E AU

“ I was 20. I was 
in the military, 

when you’ re in the 
military you really 
have  no money.”

How old were you when you opened your first bank account?

Prime Meridian Bank holds customer appreciation day

Library News – May 4
UPCOMING EVENTS!
Thursday, May 4
 Tech Learning Lab – Virtual 
Reality! 5pm
 The Flowers BOD/ACC Com-
mittee 6:15pm
Friday, May 5
 Quilting Guild 9:30am
Saturday, May 6
 Florida Healthy Start TEAM 
Dad Program 9am
 Coast Guard Auxiliary Train-
ing 9:30am

Monday, May 8
 Library Advisory Board Meet-
ing 10am
Wilderness Coast Public Libraries 
Board Meeting 10am
 Wakulla Christian Coalition 
6pm
Tuesday, May 9
 Book Bunch 10am
 Memoir Writing 10am
 Community Traffic Safety 
Team 11am
 Wakulla County Historical 

Society 4pm
 Tobacco Free FL Stop Smok-
ing Class 5:30pm
Wednesday, May 10
 Book Babies 10am
 Wakulla County Garden 
Club 12pm
 Knitting Group 4pm
Thursday, May 11
 Tech Learning Lab – 3D 
Printers! 5pm
 Wakulla Amateur Radio Club 
7pm

STAR WARS DAY

Thank you so much to all of those 

who attended our annual Star Wars 
celebration!  We hope that you had 
as much fun as we did!  Special 
thanks to the Friends of the Wakulla 
County Public Library, Mike’s Paint 
& Body, and Edward Clark Jr. and 
friends for making this event so spe-
cial.  Join us again next year on May 
4th, 2024!  May the force be with 
you!

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

• 4atVrEaZ, MaZ ��th for MeNo-
rial Day

• TVesEaZ, +VMZ �th for *nEeQen-
dence Day

COMMUNITY NEWS

FOLLOW THE SUN. Your local source 
for news.

Susan Payne Turner and Gene Lambert. David Harvey, Gail Campbell and Mike Musachio. Tara Sanders and Eileen Bramblett.

Activity reported for the week of 
April 21 to 27:

FRIDAY, APRIL 21

• " traffic stoQ was conEVcteE on 
a vehicle for excessive speed. The 
driver was identified as William Tim-
Nons. *n QMain sight on the Qassenger 
side was a glass smoking pipe. Fur-
ther investigation revealed Timmons 
had several smoking pipes to include 
one homemade manufactured smok-
ing device. Timmons also had a fire-
arm in his possession. Timmons was 
placed under arrest and transported 
to the jail. Deputy Heather Will in-
vestigated.

• MichaeM MVrraZ was observeE 
driving a vehicle. Murray is known 
by Deputy Dakota Haddock to not 
possess a valid license. During the 
stop a small amount of marijuana 
and a grinder was located. Murray 
was issued a citation for Driving 
While License Suspended or Revoked 
(DWLSR). The paraphernalia and 
marijuana were collected for destruc-
tion.

• &MiKah HarveZ reQorteE a theft 
from Miracle Deliverance Center. 
Harvey took the church van to be 

serviced and discovered the cata-
lytic converters had been removed. 
Harvey was unsure of how much it 
would cost to have them replaced. An 
affidavit for prosecution was signed. 
This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. Deputy 
Todd Kent investigated.

SATURDAY, APRIL 22

• #rittanZ Harris reQorteE a bVr-
glary to her home and shed while she 
was away from home. Taken were 
multiple tools, several televisions, a 
deep freezer, along with multiple oth-
er items. Harris reported damage to 
the back door and shed door. Har-
ris valued all the property at approx-
imately $5,000. This case has been 
sent to detectives for further inves-
tigation. Deputy Heather Will inves-
tigated.

• DeQVtZ +aLe 4cott conEVcteE 
a traffic stoQ on a bMacL *nfinitZ for 
no tag attached. During the stop the 
driver Justin Davis was found in pos-
session of a small amount of meth-
amphetamine. Davis was arrest-
ed and transported to the Wakulla 
County Jail without further incident. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23

• " traffic stoQ was conEVcteE on a 
vehicle for expired tag. Contact was 
made with driver Misty Cumby and 
her passengers Casey Snodgrass and 
Justin Chadwell. During the stop 
Snodgrass was discovered to have 
meth in his possession. Also, a small 
amount of marijuana was discovered 
and a smoking bong which belonged 
to Chadwell. Snodgrass was placed 
under arrest and transported to the 
jail facility. The marijuana and bong 
were collected and turned in for de-
struction. Deputy Dakota Haddock 
investigated.

• DeQVtZ +aLe 4cott conEVcteE a 
traffic stop on a black Dodge truck for 
no tail lights. The driver was found 
to have prior convictions for DWLSR 
from the state of Delaware. The driv-
er Brandon Warburton was arrest-
ed and transported to the Wakulla 
County Jail without incident.

MONDAY, APRIL 24 

• &Mizabeth -eNLe reQorteE two 
accounts opened in her name. An 
account with Chase and an account 
with Berkley was opened recently. 
Lemke was not out any money. The 
accounts have been frozen to prevent 
further use. Sgt. Mike Alexander in-

vestigated.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26

• (eorge WeZNoVth reQorteE 
someone counterfeiting 13 checks 
with his information and passing 
them as legit. The total amount of 
loss so far is more than $19,000. 
This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. Deputy Don 
Newsome investigated.

• DeQVtZ DaLota HaEEocL con-
ducted a traffic stop for no tag at-
tached on Old Shell Point Road. The 
driver, Carl Waynick, fled on foot, 
leading Deputy Haddock on a short 
foot pursuit. Deputy Haddock, how-
ever, apprehended Waynick within 
50 yards of the vehicle. Aaron Swain, 
the passenger in the vehicle, was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant 
out of Georgia. Waynick was arrest-
ed and charged with DWLSR, pos-
session of methamphetamine, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, and 
resisting arrest, as well as an active 
warrant out of Leon County. Both 
subjects were transported to the 
Wakulla County Jail. 
 
Report suspicious or illegal activ-

ity at 850-745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

Prime Meridian Bank held a customer appreciation day on Wednesday, April 24, and served up a lunch of hamburgers, hot dogs, and Bradley’s sausage dogs 
o�  the grill. An estimated 300 people were served. (Photos by Lynda Kinsey.)
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.

By MARJ LAW

“I bought the Ruger 
Mark IV 22/45, almost 
like your Ruger!” An-
nie says happily. “Ex-
cept you have the Mark 
III and your gun is all 
stainless. Mine has that 
easy way to break down, 
and mine is blued in-
stead of stainless. Can’t 
wait to shoot it! It’s my 
birthday present to my-
self!”
“Great! So will you 

join us at the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
range on Wednesday 
morning around 10?” I 
ask. “And did you find 
.22 LR rounds?”
“Sure did! They came 

in this nifty box. And, 
get this, they fit in the 
pocket of my new gun 
bag!”
“You bought the bag 

already!”
“Yes! You said never 

carry around a ‘naked 
gun,’ so the nice guy at 
the gun shop showed 
me this really cool bag. 
On one side, it has a 
bunch of little pouches 
for my magazines. On 
the other side, it has 
two pockets that are 
large enough to put in 
a few boxes of ammo. 
The middle is a zippered 
pouch for the gun. It’s 
got lots of padding.”
“So, now you have 

your gun, magazines 
and ammunition. What 
kind of ‘eyes’ did you 
end up buying?” 
“Oh yes. Eyes,” Annie 

thinks for a moment. 
“You said I should look 
for antsy eyes. I forgot 

what antsy eyes 
are.”
“ A N S I  e y e s 

stands for Ameri-
can National Stan-
dards Inst i tute. 
This is a non-profit 
organization which 
prov ides  sa fe ty 
standards for your 
glasses.”
“Aren’t all glass-

es safe?” she won-
ders.
“I’m sure most 

glasses are safe. 
However ,  these 
glasses can with-
stand the impact if 
a hot casing were to 
shoot out of a gun 
toward your eyes.”
“Don’t the cas-

ings shoot out side-
ways?”
“For the most 

part, yes. But we 
don’t take a chance 
with our eyes.”
“I get it,” she says. 

“Well, I think a pair of 
those glasses will fit 
inside the case with my 
gun.”
“Maybe, but what 

about your ‘ears?’”
“Ears?” she ques-

tions. “Oh, yes. I’ll need 
to get those too. You 
showed me severa l 
kinds, but the ones I like 
best are ear-muffs with 
the ability to reduce 
sharp sounds and still 
allow me to hear people 
talk. You always want 
to know if someone calls 
the range ‘hot’ or ‘cold.’”
“Those’ll be good. Did 

you buy them? And your 
eyes?”
“Well, no. In the ex-

citement of getting my 
first gun, I totally forgot 
eyes and ears. Is this 
going to cost a fortune? 
I’ve spent a lot already!”
“The safety glasses 

can be very inexpensive. 
Maybe between $5 and 
$10. You can find them 
at gun shops, but also at 
department stores and 
hardware stores. Safety 
glasses are easy to find.”
“And what  about 

those ear-muffs? Are 
they cheap too?” she 

asks hopefully.
“Unfortunately, no. If 

you want the kind that 
dampens loud noises, 
but still allows you to 
hear people speaking, 
they run maybe $40 
to $250. There’s quite 
a wide range of prices, 
but you can find a good 
pair somewhere in the 
lower end.”
“I hadn’t quite fac-

tored in the price of 
eyes and ears,” Annie 
says ruefully. “But since 
they’re necessary…”
“When you have them, 

how will you bring them 
to the range?” I ask her.
“Oh, I’ll put them in 

my gun bag!” she says, 
then thinks. “Wait a 
minute. They won’t fit 
in that bag. It’s plenty 
big enough for my gun, 
magazines and ammo, 
but there really isn’t 
room for eyes and ears, 
too. Well, I can just car-
ry them in my car,” she 
decides.
“Will you be putting 

your targets in your car 
too?” 
“Oh. Targets. Yes, I 

guess they’ll go in the 
car too.”
“Since you wanted to 

save money on targets, 
you’re going to use pa-

per targets, right?”
“Yes. They are so 

much cheaper. And I 
can even print them out 
using my computer and 
printer!”
“How are you going 

to attach them to the 
range’s backboards?”
“Oh. I’ll need a sta-

pler. Dad has one.”
“And staples!”
“Dad has those too. 

I’ll borrow his.”
 “That’s kind of a lot 

of stuff to be rattling 
around in your car. Have 
you a bag that will carry 
your eyes, ears, targets, 
stapler and staples?”
Annie thinks for a 

moment.
“If I throw them all in 

a bag, the targets will 
get bent out of shape. 
And the staples might 
slide out if the bag tips 
over!”
“They might,” I agree. 

“And what about those 
little binoculars you 
bought so you can see 
the holes in the targets 
better?”
“Yes, they really do 

work. I’ll put those in 
the bag too.” She has 
another thought.
“Last time we went to 

the range, dew was all 
over the shooting bench. 

You had a microfiber 
cloth and you wiped off 
the wood. I want to put 
one in my bag too.”
“Wait a minute!” she 

continues. “We cleaned 
the shooting residue off 
our hands with dispos-
able wipes. They were in 
your bag too. And, not 
to be nosy, but I saw 
a small first aid kit in 
there. And a jackknife. 
And a multi-tool. And a 
small pack of Kleenex. 
You sure do keep a lot 
of stuff in your bag. Your 
UpLula is there too, but 
I don’t need one for my 
Ruger. But, bug spray? 
That’s not a bad idea. 
Paper and pen? Well, 
I’ll probably use my cell 
phone for any notes 
or phone numbers of 
people I’ll meet at the 
range.”
She closes her eyes, 

remembering.
“Okay, you always 

carry extra baggies of 
those foam-type ear 
cushions. I think those 
are if someone forgets 
their hearing protection. 
That’s probably why 
you’re carrying another 
two sets of eyes too. Oh, 
and you put your range 
membership card in 
that outside pocket.”

Annie looks sur-
prised.
“Wait a minute. 

That’s a bigger bag 
than my gun bag, 
and you’re not even 
carrying your gun 
in it! Your big bag 
has a pocket on 
one side for targets. 
Safety glasses are 
on the other side. 
You put staples in 
a pocket on one 
end, and opposite, 
there’s a pouch for 
your bottled water. 
All that other stuff I 
saw, it was in your 
big bag! Why don’t 
you put your gun, 
magazines and am-
munition in there 
too?”
“This bigger bag 

is called a range 
bag. It’s meant to 
hold all the acces-

sories I need for a few 
hours of shooting.”
“Again, why isn’t your 

gun in there? Isn’t it 
simpler to carry it all in 
one bag?”
“Okay, Annie. Shall 

we toss your new, blued 
Ruger in with the stapler 
and the multitool?”
“No!” Annie’s horri-

fied. “They might scrape 
the finish on my new, 
expensive gun!”
“That’s why I carry 

two bags. A gun bag for 
my gun and ammo, and 
the range bag for every-
thing else. Besides, a big 
bag with all my stuff in 
it would be pretty heavy. 
I’d much rather carry 
two lighter bags. Why 
don’t you think of all the 
things you’d put in your 
range bag, and find one 
that suits your needs?”
“I’m going to start 

looking around for my 
own range bag,” Annie 
grins. 
“Now my parents will 

know what to get me for 
my birthday!”

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

Just the right bag

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR

AAAIRIRIRIRLLLINEINEINE

BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park, took this 

photo of a Great Egret taking � ight.
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Members of Flotilla 
12 had the honor of 
attending the Tall Ship 
gathering in Pensacola 
to provide security. 
Representing our Flo-
tilla were Bob Asztalos, 
Norma Hill and Phil 
Hill. Also on patrol was 
Curtis Cantrell from 
the flotilla in Pensac-
ola.
While on patrol, the 

crew received a call for 
a vessel taking on wa-
ter. When the crew ar-
rived on scene, thank-
fully, the active-duty 
Coast Guard were also 
on scene and were able 
to render assistance. 
Th r oughou t  t h e 

event, the Auxiliary 
monitored the water 
to ensure other boat-
ers maintained a safe 
distance from the tall 
ships. Patrons were 
able to tour the ships 
and explore the venue. 

A great time was had 
by all in attendance. 
Thanks to Sherrie, 

we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no 
accident!

Please contact us 
for more information 
about our safe boat-
ing classes or learning 
more about getting in-
volved in the Auxiliary, 
check out our website 
at www.uscgaux.net 
follow us on Facebook 
@ Apalachee Bay Flo-
tilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander 
Phil Hill at pnkkh-
ill2000@yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, 
Staff Officer for Vessel 
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

Flotilla 12 members at Station Pensacola.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination
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Moon Illumination
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Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

The Vamar

I hope everybody had a safe weekend. I know 
there probably not much spearfishing or fishing 
for that matter because of the heavy rain on Sat-
urday and the very strong winds on Sunday. My 
new scuba class doesn’t begin until May 6th and 
7th. The open water dives won’t occur until May 
20th and 21st. So I’m going to carry on with the 
“Florida Panhandle Ship Wreck Trail.” These are 
some great historical wrecks that are unique to 
northwest Florida.
I’m going to tell you about a shipwreck that I 

personally have never dived before; it’s called the 
“Vamar.” So let’s get started. 
The Vamar was built in 1919-1920 as a gun 

boat for the royal navy and named the HMS 
Kilmarnock. From 1920-1923 as the S.S. Kilmar-
nock. Then in 1926 it was registered Canadian. 
In 1928 it was sold to a private firm and renamed 
the Chelsea. Here is an interesting historical fact 
that in 1930 it was acquired by Rear-Admiral 
Richard Byrd for his journey to Antarctica where 
he renamed the ship Eleanor Bolling to honor his 
mother, Eleanor Bolling Byrd. Due to the rough 
seas the crew named her Evermore Rolling.
In 1933 the Vamar shipping company bought 

her and renamed her Vamar; then in 1941 the ship 
was sold to Bolivar-Atlantic Navigation Company, 
registered in Panama. 
On March 21, 1942 after leaving Port St. Joe  

carrying a load of lumber to Cuba, Vamar ran 
aground, capsized and sank in 25 feet of water 
off of Mexico Beach. There where rumors that the 
ship was sabotaged, but after an investigation that 
was never proven to be the case.
I got my information about the Vamar from 

Wikipedia. 
I personally have never heard of the Vamar until 

I started looking in detail on the Panhandle Wreck 
Trail Website. There are quite a few historical 
wrecks that you can dive in the Panhandle area. 
I need to remind boaters that have fishermen 

onboard that if you are fishing on any of these 
historical classified wrecks and a dive boat comes 
with divers that you have to pull your anchor and 
move, this is a state law.
Here is some information you might want to 

know if you choose to dive the Vamar:
She was sunken March 21, 1942; she sits at a 

depth of 25 feet.
She is 170 feet long; her beam is 30 feet wide.
Her coordinates are 29 degrees 53.941’ north 

and 085 degrees 27.806’ west.
She seems like an interesting dive but I would 

imagine being in such shallow water that the vis-
ibility would be questionable during most of the 
dive season. 
During the drier part of the summer I bet the 

visibility would probably be pretty good. 
If you go to the Panhandle ship wreck site it has 

video of the wreck being dived. 
Until next week keep making bubbles.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999
 IANTD side mount OW #224715

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

From FWC

Th is  r epor t  r ep -
resents some events 
the FWC handled over 
April 14 to 20. It does 
not include all actions 
taken by the Division of 
Law Enforcement.

WAKULLA COUNTY

• Officer M. Fernbach 
was on patrol in Oyster 
Bay and observed a 
vessel with three indi-
viduals fishing. He con-
ducted a resource and 
boating inspection and 
found the captain to be 
in possession of four 
redfish. The captain 
was issued a misde-
meanor citation for over 
the bag limit of redfish.

• Officer D. Travis was 
patrolling off Shadeville 
Highway and heard a 
subject using an arti-
ficial turkey caller. The 
officer identified him-
self as he approached 
the subject, who was 
dressed in camouflage 
and in possession of a 
shotgun. Officer Tra-
vis could see the sub-
ject had placed bait 20 
yards from the location 
he had been hunting. 
The subject was issued 

a misdemeanor citation 
for hunting turkey over 
bait within 100 yards.

• Officer M. Fernbach 
and S. Gray were on pa-
trol in Oyster Bay. While 
approaching a vessel 
with three individuals 
fishing, a subject threw 
a redfish into the water 
from the port side of the 
vessel. A resource and 
boating inspection were 
initiated. The subject 
admitted to throwing 
the undersized redfish 
into the water as well 
as catching the fish 
earlier. The subject was 
issued a misdemeanor 
citation for possession 
of the undersized red-
fish.

RESCUES

• Officer M. Fernbach, 
S. Gray and Lieutenant 
S. Olson responded to 
a search and rescue in 
Wakulla Springs State 
Park. Three adults with 
a baby were lost on a 
trail. The subjects were 
not in distress but were 
lost and without water. 
A park ranger and Of-
ficer Fernbach located 
the group and Lieu-
tenant Olson ensured 
they did not require 

medical attention.

FRANKLIN COUNTY

• Officer Hartzog was 
patrolling Apalachicola 
Bay and conducted a 
resource inspection on 
two recreational an-
glers. During the inspec-
tion, the individuals 
were observed to be in 
possession of an under-
sized red drum, black 
drum, and sheepshead. 
Appropriate citations 
were issued.

• Officer Hartzog was 
patrolling Apalachicola 
Bay and conducted a 
resource and boating 
safety inspection on two 
recreational anglers. 
During the inspection, 
the individuals were 
observed to be in pos-
session of excess of 
their daily bag limit of 
red drum and an un-
dersized flounder. Ap-
propriate citations were 
issued.

JACKSON COUNTY

Officers Fowler and 
Touchton received in-
formation about a sub-
ject killing over the bag 
limit of wild turkeys. 
A short interview and 

investigation resulted 
in a full confession of 
the suspect killing three 
wild turkeys during 
the spring season (the 
season and possession 
limit for spring turkey 
season is two). He was 
cited appropriately.

RESCUE
Gulf County

• FWC officers in co-
ordination with Gulf 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
St. Joseph Peninsula 
State Park, and South-
ern Gulf County Fire 
and Rescue searched 
for an elderly, diabetic 
woman who went miss-
ing from Cape San Blas. 
FWC Officers searched 
by vessel, vehicle, and 
ATV while maintaining 
close communication 
with family members 
and all search parties. 
The elderly woman was 
found the next day dis-
oriented, sunburnt, fa-
tigued, and with low 
blood sugar. She was 
reunited with family at 
St. Joe State Park and 
treated by Gulf County 
EMS before being trans-
ported to the hospital 
for further treatment.

FWC Law Enforcement Report
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What kind of America do you want for your children?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Like many of you, I 
wonder if I’m living with 
the right focus in the un-
predictable times we’re 
living in. Sometimes I 
question how to handle 
my fear, anger and sad-

ness for the America my 
children and grandchil-
dren will inherit.
This year’s National 

Day of Prayer theme, 
“Pray Fervently in Righ-
teousness and Avail 
Much,” is based on the 
second portion of James 
5:16: “The effective, fer-
vent prayer of a righ-
teous man avails much” 
(NIV).
Rather than suc-

cumbing to despair and 
resentment over the 
state of our country, I 
choose to pray. Many 
of you are praying too. 
Today, I’m asking God 
to help us pray with 
even more fervency for 

America.
When I pray for God 

to guide our political 
leaders, I gain a sense 
of peace. Praying fo-
cuses me and directs 
my heart, thoughts and 
emotions. It calms my 
days and nights. How 
could I continue if I 
didn’t talk to God about 
all that concerns me? 
And there is much that 
concerns me. 
If we love our coun-

try, we must pray for 
those who lead it. The 
Bible doesn’t tell us to 
pray only for the leaders 
we like, but to pray for 
“all in high positions” 
(1 Timothy 2:2). If you 

don’t know what to pray, 
ask God to show you 
how to intercede for our 
national, local, and spir-
itual leaders; and our 
first responders and law 
enforcement officers. 
In light of the chaos 

and discord ravaging 
our nation, we also need 
to pray for each other 
at home, at work and in 
our communities. God 
loves it when we pray 
for those we consider 
enemies. Interceding 
for those who offend us 
is part of what it means 
to trust God in trying 
circumstances. 
It’s difficult to live 

and work in a hostile 

world, which is why 
we as Christ-followers 
must live and love differ-
ently. Praying can help 
us grow in our love for 
those with whom we dis-
agree and pave the way 
toward transforming our 
communities.
When we pray, we 

honor our Creator. 
Praying helps us ma-
ture in our faith. Our 
confidence grows as we 
see there is absolutely 
nothing too difficult for 
Almighty God – even 
in these unpredictable 
times.
What do you foresee 

for America’s future? Is 
this the kind of Amer-

ica you want for your 
children and grandchil-
dren?  
Praying fervently for 

each other and for our 
leaders avails (accom-
plishes) much. It could 
even unite us as a na-
tion. The more we pray 
as a unified nation, the 
better we (and future 
generations) can face 
whatever the future 
holds.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n
C a th ol ic C h urch

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745- 8359

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n
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Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
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Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
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Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By CHERYL CRUCE

Summer months as a 
child found us living in 
our beach house on the 
Gulf shores of Cedar Is-
land, Florida. During the 
week, we were allowed 
to explore the beaches 
or hang out at the surf 
hut with the pinball ma-
chines and jukebox. Our 
weekends were spent 
fishing, crabbing, and 
gathering scallops for 
our evening meals. Life 

was summertime full. 
The winter months 

found us trading our 
bathing suits and flip-
flops for jeans and ten-
nis shoes as we returned 
inland. Mom and Dad 
continued to find ways 
to keep the family fun 
alive with new adven-
tures woven around our 
school years. Campsites 
crowded us into a fam-
ily tent at night, and 
morning awakened us 
to the sound of nature 
in a crisp fall setting. I 
can still smell the scent 
of campfires, brewed 
coffee, and fresh cat-
fish frying over an open 
flame. And I can still feel 
the excitement of explo-
ration with each family 
excursion. 
As we grew in size 

(not number), the tent 

became overly crowded 
with elbows and knees. 
Our parents purchased 
an old school bus, turn-
ing it into a motor home 
that carried kids and 
animals alike. The bus, 
always ready for travel, 
housed a galley kitch-
en, dining table, sleep-
er sofa, bunk beds, and 
closet space. Many of 
those trips brought us to 
Wakulla County, where 
we camped on the banks 
of the Sopchoppy River. 
Moving to Wakulla 

County has allowed me 
to visit the banks of that 
great river and wade 
in its cooling waters. 
Watching the river’s cur-
rent and hearing the fa-
miliar sounds of nature, 
my soul felt at rest. I was 
home. Not the home of 
my youth but the home 

of my journey. Author 
Pierce Brown writes, 
“Home isn’t where you’re 
from, it’s where you find 
light when all grows 
dark.” If life is full circle, 
my circle is complete; I 
have found light here.
Scripture teaches us 

that God’s goodness 
and mercy follows us 
throughout our lives 
(Psalm 23:6). Did you 
know that in Hebrew, 
the word “follows” is “ji-
rdepuni”? It means to 
chase after or to pursue.  
It is not merely walking 
after us but actively pur-
suing and chasing after 
us to give us the good 
things in this life. He 
creates days of great joy 
for His children, just like 
my childhood memories. 
Our God does not 

wish for us to dwell in 

darkness but to find a 
home in the light of His 
love. He understands 
the indescribable wea-
riness of this world, for 
His Son walked in it. 
He knows our eyes are 
never satisfied nor our 
ears content (Ecclesias-
tes 1:8). We are always 
seeking a gratification 
that can only be satis-
fied through Him. Jesus 
is the fulfillment we are 
searching for. Following 
Him will not lead us into 
darkness but into a light 
of life (John 8:12). His 
Word will remain a lamp 
unto our feet and a light 
unto our path (Psalm 
119:105) if we choose to 
walk after Him. 
Our Heavenly Father 

has a way of completing 
the circle of our tempo-
rary lives. We can re-

main in our memories, 
good or bad, never grow-
ing beyond yesterday, or 
we can trust His leading 
and discover the new 
adventures He has be-
fore us. And occasional-
ly, we might find that He 
gives us glimpses of old 
familiar places, like riv-
erbanks, reminding us 
that He has been pres-
ent every step of the way.                                                                                                                                             
  Isaiah 32:18 My peo-
ple will live in peaceful 
dwelling places, secure 
homes, and undisturbed 
places of rest.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

When it comes to 
words, everybody has 
their own definition.
Someone says one 

word and another per-
son thinks it’s altogeth-
er something else.
For example, when 

someone says vegeta-
ble, The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
thinks broccoli. On the 
other side of the dinner 
table, I think carrot 
cake. We have never 
been able to come to-
gether on this word.
I often get in trouble 

when at a restaurant. 
The waitress comes to 
take our order, then 
looks at me and asks 
what vegetable I want-
ed. I reply, “I’ll have 
carrot cake for my veg-
etable today.”
I then smile, knowing 

I was in deep trouble.
The waitress smiled 

back at me and said, 
“Okay, sir.” Then went 
back to process our 
order.
When  the  o rde r 

came, there on my plate 
was the vegetable of the 

day, a slice of carrot 
cake. I tipped that wait-
ress rather generously. 
I love it when a plan 
comes together.
Our most significant 

contention is the word 
“mess.”
As far as I know, The 

Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage is an ex-
pert in defining a mess. 
I’m an expert when it 
comes to creating a 
mess.
She has everything 

well organized and in 
its proper place.
All you have to do is 

walk into her craft room 
and you will discover 
what a well-organized 
room looks like. She 
has everything in its 
place and knows ex-
actly where to go when 
she needs something. 
I could never work in 
that environment.
If you walk into my 

office, you will find the 
epitome of what a mess 
looks like. If I can’t cre-
ate a mess, it doesn’t 
exist.
My wife is anti-mess 

and hates mess with 
a passion, and often I 
find her sneaking into 
my office trying to or-
ganize my mess.
Last week I was work-

ing on a project, and I 
needed something, so I 
went where I saw it last. 
Unfortunately, it was 
not there, and I could 
not find it. I was in a 
panic mode because I 

needed that for what I 
was working on.
As I was searching 

through my office, The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage stepped 
in and said, “What are 
you looking for?”
I said, “It’s nothing 

you would know any-
thing about.” I contin-
ued searching.
She pers isted in 

knowing what I was 
looking for; finally, I 
gave in and told her 
what I was looking for.
“Oh, that,” she said, 

“it’s right over here.” 
She walked over to one 
of the bookcases, pulled 
it out and handed it to 
me. I just looked at her, 
not knowing how to 
respond.
What she needs to 

understand is that my 
mess is an organized 
mess to my standards. 
Just because it isn’t 
organized as she would 
like doesn’t mean it’s 
not organized in some 
fashion.
My definition of mess 

is “Making Everything 

Self-Sufficient.”
I had a crazy thought, 

which is nothing new 
for me, to show her 
how important it is for 
people not to interfere 
with their space and 
leave their mess alone.
I found out about a 

project she was work-
ing on, and some ideas 
began dancing in my 
head. One question 
took the bow: What if? 
She had to go away 

for the day with one of 
our daughters and do 
some shopping, so this 
was the right time to 
exercise my plan.
I went into her craft 

room and stood quietly 
for a few minutes to get 
the dizziness out of my 
head. Then, once that 
left, I began looking 
around to see how to 
set up my plan.
I saw a project on 

her desk that she was 
working on at the time.
Then I began picking 

up a few things from 
the table and put them 
in places she would not 
think of looking. It took 

me a while to work it all 
out, but I was diligent 
in my plan.
The next day after 

breakfast, we went to 
our rooms to work on 
our projects.
I was so eager to hear 

what would happen in 
The Craft Room. I heard 
some rustling around 
and heard someone in 
that room taking some 
profound sighs. Then I 
heard her say, “Where 
did I put that?”
I was so excited to 

hear my plan coming 
together. I went to her 
craft room, and look-
ing in I said, “My dear, 
what are you looking 
for?”
She said something 

to the effect that I would 
not know anything 
about that. I persisted, 
and finally, she told 
me what she was look-
ing for, and with a big 
smile, I said, “Oh, that’s 
right over here.” So I 
picked it up, brought 

it back, and laid it on 
her desk.
I smiled at her, but 

my smile was not recip-
rocated in any degree. 
It’s nice when a mess 
comes together.
Thinking about this, 

I was reminded of what 
David said in Psalm 
119:11, “Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against 
thee.”
Words are important 

and the most import-
ant word is the word of 
God. Hiding God’s word 
in my heart will always 
lead me in the right di-
rection and bring me to 
that place of blessing.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmai l .com,  websi te 
www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.

It’s not a mess unless I do it

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR

Places of rest
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Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Thomas Lee Chaboudy, 82, of Tallahassee, died Aril 6, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

• Leon Laverne Driscoll, 78, of Crawfordville, died April 25, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Donald William Harrison, 67, of Sopchoppy, died April 24, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

• Howard H. Hobby, 84, of Crawfordville, died April 29, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Mary E. Langkam, 92, of Tallahassee, died April 28, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

• Tommy Dean Litton, 61, of Youngstown, died April 24, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Betty June Harvey Myers, 92, of Crawfordville, died April 29, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Jerry Eugene Schultz, 79, of Crawfordville, died April 30, 2023.
Family Funeral at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com
 
• Steve  N. Stephens Jr., 79, of Crawfordville, died on April 27, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
The festering feud be-
tween Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis and Disney shifted 
to the courts this week, 
in a move the governor 
slammed as “political” 
and “without merit.”
Mostly silent on the 

issue for the past year, 
Walt Disney Parks and 
Resorts on Wednes-
day filed a federal law-
suit arguing its First 
Amendment rights were 
violated and business 
harmed by a “relent-
less campaign” of ret-
ribution orchestrated 
by DeSantis and other 
officials.
The 77-page lawsuit 

alleged the governor 
and his allies targeted 
the entertainment gi-
ant over its opposition 
to a controversial 2022 
law. The legislation — 
named “Parental Rights 
in Education” by sup-
porters and given the 
moniker “don’t say gay” 
by critics — restricts in-
struction about sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity in schools.
The legal challenge 

came after a series of 
changes that included 
replacing the Reedy 
Creek Improvement 
District board. Disney 
for decades had effec-
tively controlled the dis-
trict, which gave it pow-
er over issues such as 
land use, fire protection 
and sewer services that 
are typically handled by 
local governments.
Lawmakers in Febru-

ary approved a measure 
that renamed the Reedy 
Creek district as the 
Central Florida Tourism 
Oversight District and 
gave DeSantis power 

to appoint the district’s 
board. The Legislature 
and the new board have 
acted to nullify devel-
opment agreements 
involving Disney that 
were approved by the 
former Reedy Creek 
board.
Disney contended in 

the lawsuit that it has 
made repeated efforts to 
de-escalate the dispute, 
and that the company 
had no choice but to 
fight back in court amid 
what it characterized 
as a bid by DeSantis to 
“weaponize government 
power.”
“Disney finds itself in 

this regrettable position 
because it expressed a 
viewpoint the governor 
and his allies did not 
like,” the lawsuit said. 
“Disney wishes that 
things could have been 
resolved a different way. 
But Disney also knows 
that it is fortunate to 
have the resources to 
take a stand against 
the state’s retaliation 
— a stand smaller busi-
nesses and individuals 
might not be able to 
take when the state 
comes after them for 
expressing their own 
views.”
The governor ad-

dressed the issue during 
a press conference in Is-
rael on Thursday.
“I think it’s political,” 

DeSantis said. “I think 
they filed (the lawsuit) 
in Tallahassee for a 
reason, because they’re 
trying to generate some 
district-court decision. 
But we’re very confident 
on the law.”
The governor also 

said the special district 
allowed Disney to be 
treated differently than 
Universal, SeaWorld 
and other theme parks, 

and now “they’re upset 
because they’re actual-
ly having to live by the 
same rules as every-
body else.”
“They don’t want to 

have to pay the same 
taxes as everybody 
else,” he added. “And 
they want to be able 
to control things with-
out proper oversight, 
whereas every other 
Floridian has to have 
this type of oversight, 
all Florida businesses. 
So, it’s a little bit much 
to be complaining about 
that.”

ALL ABOARD!

Republican lawmak-
ers are remaining firmly 
in DeSantis’ corner as 
the fight with Disney 
roils.
Membe r s  o f  t h e 

GOP-controlled Senate 
Fiscal Policy Commit-
tee on Tuesday made 
changes to a transpor-
tation bill (SB 1250) 
that would require Dis-
ney’s iconic monorail 
system to face periodic 
state inspections.
The change, in part, 

would apply Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion safety standards to 
monorail lines that con-
nect Walt Disney World 
resorts and parks. The 
plan would require au-
dits and compliance 
reports to be conducted 
every three years and 
an annual onsite eval-
uation.
Disney and other 

large theme parks con-
duct their own safety 
inspections because of 
a carve-out from over-
sight by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services.
In debate over the 

bill Tuesday, Sen. Lin-

da Stewart, D-Orlando, 
said the state actions 
against Disney have 
amounted to retribu-
tion.
“Every time I come 

here, there is a new 
amendment that is 
added that retaliates 
against Disney,” Stew-
art said. “I think, final-
ly, they have figured 
that out. They have no 
other option. They are 
out of options. They 
can’t be nice.”
But Senate Transpor-

tation Chairman Nick 
DiCeglie, an Indian 
Rocks Beach Republi-
can who is sponsoring 
the bill, said state over-
sight should include the 
system handling a large 
number of tourists each 
day.

COMING IN FOR A 
LANDING

As conference com-
mittees continued piec-
ing together parts of 
the 2023-2024 budget, 
Senate President Kath-
leen Passidomo said the 
game plan is to get the 
entire spending pack-
age done by Friday or 
Saturday.
That l ikely would 

start the clock on a 
required 72-hour “cool-
ing off” period early 
next week, with a final 
vote in time to end the 
legislative session as 
scheduled May 5.
“One thing people 

don’t realize is that then 
(after the package is 
done) our staff has to 
read it all. Make sure 
there are no typos,” 
Passidomo, R-Naples, 
told reporters Wednes-
day. “It’s going to take 
24 hours, maybe 30 
hours. So, my goal, my 
hope would be that we 

get the final document 
typed, or whatever, 
printed on the desk by 
Monday night, Tuesday 
morning. That gets us 
to vote Friday (May 5).”

STORY OF  THE 
WEEK: Mostly silent 
on the issue for the past 
year, Walt Disney Parks 
and Resorts on Wednes-
day filed a federal law-
suit arguing its First 
Amendment rights were 
violated and business 
harmed by a “relentless 

campaign” of retribu-
tion orchestrated by 
Gov. Ron DeSantis and 
other officials.

QUOTE OF THE 
WEEK: “In America, 
the government cannot 
punish you for speaking 
your mind.” — Walt Dis-
ney Parks and Resorts, 
in a lawsuit challenging 
actions by Gov. Ron De-
Santis and other state 
officials.

Weekly Roundup: DeSantis vs. the Mouse moves to courthouse
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Andrew C. “Andy” Bechtel, 35, 
of Crawfordville, died unexpectedly 
Thursday April 27, 2023 at his home. 
Andy had lived in Crawfordville for 

the past 22 years, he was a self em-
ployed painter and worked with Lost 
Creek Concrete also. Andy was a mem-
ber of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Crawfordville. 
Survivors include his mother Patti 

Schipper, father Richard Bechtel and 
his wife Lisa; the mother of his children 
and his partner Brandy Woodward; his 
two children, Chandler and Makayla 

Bechtel; two brothers, Ahrend Bechtel 
and his wife Rachel, Nicholas Reno; two 
sisters, Stephanie Wrigley and her hus-
band Brian, and Kathryn Reno; ma-
ternal grandfather, George Schipper; 
paternal grandmother Donna Bechtel; 
and additional grandparents Richard 
and Charlene Reno; and many nieces 
and nephews and extended Woodward 
family of Wakulla. 
Celebration service information will 

soon be announced. 
Skip and Trey Young along with Kim-

berly and Paula are assisting the fam-
ily. Family Funeral Home at Harvey 
Young Chapel. 

Andrew C. ‘Andy’ Bechtel

From Front Page

couple of speakers. Mi-
chael Key of Wakulla 
Springs Alliance brought 
up the issue of expanding 
the Springs Protection 
Zone to include more of 
the watershed – he noted  
the board had expanded 
the zone in 2008, but 
it still incorporates less 
than half of the vulner-
able land  in the basin.
Several board mem-

bers indicated their sup-

port for expanding the 
area, but the logistics 
of the expansion were 
viewed as problemmatic – 
they agreed to go forward 
with the new regulations 
and add the expansion 
later.
Commission Chair 

Ralph Thomas, at vari-
ous times in the meeting, 
commented that there’s 
no good place for an oil 
spill – that all of Wakulla 
County is vulnerable. 
He also pointed out that 

there are 668 gas stations 
in the larger springs ba-
sin, which includes all 
of Leon County. He also 
noted there is a 500-gal-
lon fuel tank at the Lodge 
at Wakulla Springs that 
is about 100 feet from 
the vent.
Several people asked 

for a workshop: Pete Scal-
co, former head of Wakul-
la Springs State Park, 
told commissioners they 
were “this close” to a good 
ordinance. “We could do 
better,” he said.
Commissioner Hess 

brought up the idea of a 

workshop, but the board 
indicated they wanted 
to move quickly and not 
create more delays.
After the vote and most 

of the audience had left, 
Edwards expressed con-
cern about some citizens 
comments on social me-
dia and elsewhere, be-
moaned the “conspiracy 
theories” being generated 
about county staff.
A week earlier, three of 

the county commission-
ers – Hess, Mike Kemp 
and Fred Nichols – had 
attended “Rivers Beneath 
Us,” a program at TCC 

Wakulla sponsored by the 
Wakulla Springs Alliance 
about the vulnerability 
of the karst system and 
its interconnectedness. 
(Commissioner Thomas 
said he watched the pro-
gram online.)
Dr. Chris Werner of 

WKPP talked about cave 
exploration and the 45 
miles of caves that have 
been mapped. He noted it 
is the longest underwater 
cave system in the U.S. 
he also stressed that the 
system has an “unprec-
edented connectedness 
that should not be under-

estimated.”
Tom Greenhalgh, a ge-

ologist at FSU, noted that 
the system is very vulner-
able to contamination.
On Thursday morn-

ing at Wakulla Springs, 
where the volunteers for 
Florida Springs Iniative 
take their weekly mea-
surements of the water 
quality – the river was 
green, the nitrate level 
continued to be high, 
0.45 milligrams per liter,  
but down from .52 mg/L 
a year earlier. The goal 
is to get the water to .35 
mg/L.

Protecting the water
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1. Sniffing for the Vi-
rus

Dogs have a sense 
of smell that is 10,000 
to 100,000 times more 
sensitive than that of 
humans. Their noses 
have up to 300-million 
smell detectors com-
pared to just 6-mil-
lion for humans, and 
the part of a dog’s 
brain that is devoted 
to smells is about 40 
times greater than the 
same part in humans. 
That enables dogs to 
use their nose to track 
people and animals, 
detect drugs and ex-
plosives and even de-
termine if a person has 
cancer or an infectious 
disease. In the state of 
California, for exam-
ple, dogs have been 
trained to detect the 
coronavirus in stu-
dents, and they have 
proved 90 percent ac-
curate, according to a 
new study. The dogs 
detected the presence 
of the virus by sniff-
ing the feet of 3,500 
students in 27 schools 
across California last 
year, according to the 
study. The researchers 
found that the dogs ac-
curately alerted their 
handlers to 85 infec-
tions and ruled out 
3,411 infections for an 
accuracy rate of more 
than 90 percent, CNN 
News reported. Only 
the students identified 
by the dogs as positive 
were given nose tests 
for the virus — re-
ducing the number of 
nose tests by about 85 
percent. “What would 
you rather have?” the 
lead researcher said. 
“A swab in your nose 
or something that just 
maybe tickles your 
ankle?” Animals can 
be trained to do many 
things to help people. 
In the newspaper or 
online, find and closely 
read a story about one 
such animal. Use what 
you read to brainstorm 
an idea for a movie on 
the skills this animal 
has learned. Write an 
outline for your movie, 
including images you 
would use. Then write 
the first scene. For 
added fun, pick a ce-
lebrity to narrate your 
movie and explain 
your choice to family 
and friends.
Goals: Writing nar-

ratives to develop real 
or imagined experi-
ences or events; con-
ducting short research 
projects that build 
knowledge about a 
topic.

2. Fossil Finder

The great thing 
about fossil-hunting 
is that anyone can do 
it — young people, old 
people, students and 
adults. And you don’t 
need special training. 
In the European na-
tion of Wales recently, 
a 9-year-old boy walk-
ing on a beach with 
his dad discovered a 
200-million-year-old 
fossil that dates back 
to the time of the dino-
saurs. The fossil dis-

covered by Eli Morris 
was a rare ammonite, 
a spiral-shaped shell-
fish that is a relative of 
snails, clams and oys-
ters. Eli discovered the 
fossil while walking 
on the Llantwit Major 
beach, which is located 
on the Bristol Channel 
below rocky cliffs. “I 
was just sitting here 
and looked up and 
thought ‘Oh my God, 
that’s big!’” Eli told the 
BBC News service. The 
Welsh boy’s find excit-
ed fossil experts be-
cause it is a rare dis-
covery for that area. It 
also is “especially pret-
ty” because its inner 
chambers have been 
filled in with the min-
eral quartz over mil-
lions of years. Eli will 
add it to his collection 
of other fossils he has 
found on outings with 
his dad. “It’s just cool,” 
to make fossil discov-
eries he said — but 
not as cool as his oth-
er dream. Like many 
9-year-olds in Wales, 
he’d like to be a profes-
sional soccer player. 
Kids, teens and adults 
often are in the news 

for making unusual or 
interesting discoveries. 
In the newspaper or 
online, find and close-
ly read a story about 
someone making a dis-
covery. Use what you 
read to write a letter 
to a friend describing 
what was discovered, 
how it was discovered 
and why it was inter-
esting, important or 
unusual. Share with 
the class and discuss 
interesting discoveries 
you have made with 
family or friends.
Goals: Writing in-

formative/explanato-
ry texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas 
and information clear-
ly; citing specific tex-
tual evidence when 
writing.

3. NBA Playoffs

The NBA playoffs are 
under way, and fans 
all over the country are 
watching to see which 
team will win the 
championship for pro-
fessional basketball. 
Every year there are 
surprises, upsets and 
amazing performances 

that weren’t predicted 
before the playoffs be-
gan. In the first round 
alone this year, there 
were significant upsets 
in the Eastern Confer-
ence, and one of them 
was huge. In the first 
round of the Eastern 
playoffs, the Number 
8 ranked Miami Heat 
stunned the Number 
1 ranked Milwaukee 
Bucks, to win their 
playoff series 4 games 
to 1. In another up-
set, the Number 5 New 
York Knicks defeated 
the Number 4 Cleve-
land Cavaliers, also 
by 4 games to 1. In 
the newspaper or on-
line, closely read sto-
ries about NBA playoff 
games this week. Were 
there upset winners in 
any of the games? Did 
any players have spec-
tacular performanc-
es or make unusual 
plays? Use what you 
read to write a sports 
column highlighting 
two or three perfor-
mances that were un-
usual, unexpected or 
especially exciting. Try 
to capture the excite-
ment in your writing 
by using active verbs 
and colorful adjectives. 
Share with the class.
Goals: Identifying 

multiple language con-
ventions and using 
them; applying knowl-
edge of language to un-
derstand how language 
functions in different 
contexts; producing 
clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development, organi-
zation and style are ap-
propriate to the task.

4. For the Birds!

If you like to play 
dress-up, there’s a job 
for you at a zoo in the 
European nation of 
England. The Black-
pool Zoo is looking 
for people who would 
be willing to dress up 
as eagles, hawks and 
other birds of prey to 
scare seagulls away 
from outdoor dining 
areas. The “seagull 
deterrents” would flap 
their wings and move 
about to clear dining 
areas of the seabirds 
that are known for 
stealing fries, burgers 
and sandwiches right 
off the trays and ta-
bles of visitors. “It goes 
without saying that we 
love all animals,” the 
zoo said when adver-
tising the job. “… How-
ever, the seagulls are 
proving to be … a nui-

sance when it comes 
to trying to steal food.” 
The zoo said ideal can-
didates should be vis-
itor focused, friendly, 
energetic, flexible, out-
going and “need to be 
comfortable wearing 
a bird costume,” UPI 
News reported. Em-
ployees dressed in cos-
tumes can help busi-
nesses in a variety of 
ways. They can scare 
away birds or animals, 
call attention to busi-
ness locations or serve 
as mascots for teams 
or schools. In the 
newspaper or online, 
find and closely read 
a story about a team, 
business or organiza-
tion that could bene-
fit from an employee 
dressed in costume. 
Use what you read to 
write a job description 
for a job requiring a 
costume, what the cos-
tume would look like 
and how an employee 
wearing this costume 
would benefit the busi-
ness or organization.
Goals: Reading 

closely what a text says 
explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from 
it; citing specific textu-
al evidence when writ-
ing or speaking to sup-
port conclusions.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Dull and �at
6. Baking measurement 
(abbr.)
9. Education-based groups
13. Not behind
14. Runners run them
15. Japanese ankle sock
16. Grave
17. Japanese industrial city
18. People of southern 
Ghana
19. Particular designs
21. Device �tted to some-
thing
22. Infections
23. Pirates’ preferred 
alcohol
24. Expression of sympa-
thy
25. Rock guitarist’s tool
28. Neither
29. Ancient city of Egypt
31. You __ what you sow
33. Ruined
36. Narrations
38. Body art (slang)
39. Fencing sword
41. Apartment buildings
44. Type of missile
45. Fathers
46. Extremely high fre-
quency
48. Type of school
49. Incorrect letters

51. Two-year-old sheep
52. Nasty manner
54. One who accepts a bet
56. Indian prince
60. Asian country
61. Rhythmic patterns in 
Indian music
62. “Uncle Buck” actress 
Ho�mann
63. Detailed criteria
64. Son of Shem
65. Talked wildly
66. Discount
67. Not good
68. Growing out

CLUES DOWN
1. Actor Damon
2. A call used to greet 
someone
3. Part-time employee
4. Emaciation
5. “Westworld” actor 
Harris
6. Gains possession of
7. Relaxing spaces
8. 23rd star in a constel-
lation
9. Northern grouse
10. Monetary unit of Ban-
gladesh
11. Manila hemp
12. Unites muscle to bone
14. Makes deep cuts in

17. 18-year period be-
tween eclipses
20. Member of a people 
inhabiting southern Benin
21. Synthetic rubbers
23. Unwelcome rodent
25. Expression of creative 
skill
26. Some is red
27. Seems less in impres-
sive
29. Harry Kane’s team
30. Gland secretion
32. Action of feeling 
sorrow
34. Disallow
35. Deceptive movement
37. More dried-up
40. Crimson
42. Actress Ryan
43. Adherents of a main 
branch of Islam
47. Accomplished Ameri-
can president
49. Side of a landform fac-
ing an advancing glacier
50. Sheep breed
52. Appetizer
53. Broadway actress 
Daisy
55. In�uential �lm critic
56. NY Giants ownership 
family
57. Type of script
58. Assist
59. London park
61. Bar bill
65. In reply indicator

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, 
Installation and Upgrades! 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946
Hiren & Purvi Patel – Pharmicists

Monday – Friday 9a.m. – 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

COMMUNITY YARD SALE:  
Wakulla Circle, Ochlockonee 

Bay, across from Tropical Trad-
er. Thurs., Fri. & Sat.,

 May 4 & 5, 9-6 • May 6, 9-5.

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

E-EDITIONS

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition of � e 
Wakulla Sun

NOW HIRING 
REPORTER
The Wakulla Sun is 

seeking a fulltime general 
assignment reporter. The 
Wakulla Sun is an inde-
pendently owned weekly 

newspaper in Crawfordville 
with a circulation of 2,000  
that also publishes a free 

monthly tabloid with a 
circulation of 16,000. 

SUBMIT RESUME TO 
William Snowden, 

editor and publisher 
of the Sun, at 

editor@thewakullasun.com.

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 
to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

YARD SALE

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS
Crum’s Home Detail

Chris Crum
850-694-4832

Pressure & soft washing, roof 
& gutter cleaning, concrete 

sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

SERVICES

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

Sandra Steward MA 58344

850-745-6422
info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certified Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com
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Story & Photos By 
LINDA ANN 
McDONALD

Sun Correspondent
 

On Saturday, April 
29, the Wakulla Coun-
ty Public Library was 
transformed into a Star 
Wars fan-based walk- 
through exper ience 
which provided out of 
this galaxy fun for both 
children and adults.
Each guest at the 

event was equipped with 
a Galactic Passport and 
a Mission to create a 
Grogu sidekick and de-
liver him safely to Jedi 
Training. Successful 
completion of six sepa-
rate stations within the 
library earned the pass-
port-holder a stamp for 
each stop. 
Activities at the sta-

tions included creating 
and feeding a Grogu, 
crawling through escape 
tunnels, a Kessel Run 
to escape the Empire’s 
remaining forces, Star 
Wars trivia, escaping 
Sarlacc tentacles while 
avoiding laser lights, 

lava fields and thermal 
detonators. Decoding a 
message or puzzle com-
pleted the Jedi Training.
Battling storm troop-

ers, themed snacks at 
the Friends of the Li-
brary Cantina and Star 
Wars costumes were 
also included in the 
fun. Music from the 

Star Wars films played 
throughout the library 
and characters such as 
the Mandalorian, Hans 
Solo and Princess Leia, 
and Darth Vader – to 
name a few – were pres-
ent to meet and take 
pictures.
Liron Sahar, a volun-

teer at the event said, “It 

is a great turn out and I 
am glad the rain did not 
stop folks from coming.”
Mikey Wil lkins, a 

youth visitor to the 
event said, “The obsta-
cle course was adven-
turous, and I had a lot 
of fun.”
Marquette Cowley of 

Wakulla County Public 

Library said, “This is 
totally awesome.”
Read Like a Hero 

Foundation was pro-
moted at the event. 

Librarian Rebecca Sahar leads the decoding station.

Library Director Robyn Hurst as Princess Leia.

Louis and Esparanza Boyso brought R2D2.

Azi Bridgewater is quizzed by the trivia master.

Demetrius Felix, Tyler McKenzie, with the Mandalorian and Obi Wan instructing young 
Jedis on their training.

Star Wars Day at the library

Senior Photos, Awards 
and more. 

Call (850) 962-8019
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CERTIFIED GENERAL CONTRACTOR
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Thank you and much 
appreciation to our 

sponsors & participants! 

Life
  Walk
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 June & July Programs
WAKULLA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

TUESDAY BOOK BUNCH 10:00-11:00AM
�is program is for 2 1/2 to preschool & includes stories,

music & take home crafts that go with the summer theme.

TUESDAY ROYAL READERS 2:00 - 3:00PM
�is program is for children in grades K-2, features

stories & crafts or activities focused around the summer theme.

LEGO CLUB 1st & 3rd TUESDAY  4:00-5:30PM
Lego Club is designed to provide kids with an enjoyable

activity that stimulates & develops spatial intelligence. �ey
will build whatever leaps into their imaginations!

Book Babies Wednesday 10:00-11:00AM
An interactive summer themed story time &

playgroup designed for infants, toddlers and their caregivers.

MYTHICAL READERS Wednesday 2:00-3:00PM
�is program is for children in grades 3-5, features

books and activities focused around a central theme.

WEDNESDAY STEAM
STEAM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math. 

Kids will learn through hands on fun and building.  All ages

Programs are free thanks to the Friends of the Wakulla County Library
4330 Crawfordville Highway

Crawfordville, FL 32327
(850) 926-7415

www.wakullalibrary.org
Questions? Email: rsahar@mywakulla.com

Tuesday JUNE 6         
Book Bunch 10:00-11:00 AM 
Royal Readers 2:00-3:00 PM 
LEGO Club 4:00-5:30 PM

Wednesday JUNE 7                  
Book Babies 10:00– 11:00 AM 

Mythical Readers 2:00-3:00 PM
Friday

JUNE 9         
*�erapy dogs will be here tomorrow 9 (Saturday)10AM-12PM

Tuesday June 13
Book Bunch 10:00-11:00 AM 
Royal Readers 2:00-3:00 PM

Wednesday JUNE 14
Book Babies 10:00– 11:00 AM 

Mythical Readers 2:00-3:00 PM
�ursday JUNE 15

STEAM 4:00-5:00PM 
�e Doc Magic Show 7:00 PM @ �e Library

Tuesday JUNE 20
Book Bunch 10:00-11:00 AM 
Royal Readers 2:00-3:00 PM 
LEGO Club 4:00-5:30 PM 

Bits N  Pieces Puppets 7:00 PM @ �e Community Center
Wednesday JUNE 21

Book Babies 10:00– 11:00 AM 
Mythical Readers 2:00-3:00 PM

Tuesday JUNE 27
Book Bunch 10:00-11:00 AM 
Royal Readers 2:00-3:00 PM

It’s time to relax and have some needed downtime.  Wakulla County Coalition for Youth is proud to sponsor this Summer 
Camps section. Recognizing that young people seek to find their place in the wider world through many ways and means, the 
community hopes the following Summer Camp listings hit the intended mark with many Wakulla youth. 

The Summer Camp schedule is brought 
to you by the Wakulla County 

Coalition for Youth and The Wakulla Sun.

*See LIBRARY KEY under June

Wakulla County Public Library
Tuesday JULY 11

Book Bunch 10:00-11:00 AM 
Royal Readers 2:00-3:00 PM 

BJ’s Party House 7:00 PM @ �e Community Center
Wednesday JULY 12

Book Babies 10:00– 11:00 AM 
Mythical Readers 2:00-3:00 PM

�ursday JULY 13
STEAM 4:00-5:00PM

Friday JULY 14
*�erapy dogs will be here SATURDAY 10AM-12PM

Tuesday JULY 18
    Book Bunch 10:00-11:00 AM 

Royal Readers 2:00-3:00 PM 
LEGO Club 4:00-5:30 PM 

Phil Meyer Magic 7:00 PM @ �e Community Center

Wednesday JULY 19
Book Babies 10:00– 11:00 AM 

Mythical Readers 2:00-3:00 PM

Tuesday JULY 25
Book Bunch 10:00-11:00 AM 
Royal Readers 2:00-3:00 PM 

Animal Tales 7:00 PM @ �e Community Center

Wednesday JULY 26
Book Babies 10:00– 11:00 AM 

Mythical Readers 2:00-3:00 PM 

�ursday JULY 27 
STEAM 4:00-5:00PM

Friday JULY 28            
An Evening At Hogwarts 6:00-8:00PM @ �e Library

WAKULLA COUNTY 4-H
UF IFAS Extension
University of Florida

Camp Location : Wakulla County Extension O¨ce
84 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville FL 32327

We accept youth entering ©rst grade to eighth grade for  most of the camps
4-H Camps operate Monday - �ursday 8:30 to 4:30

CAMPS are 9a.m. to 4p.m.
Early drop oª at 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. - Late pick up from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

available for additional fees. 
TO REGISTER GO TO:

http://sfyl.ifas.u«.edu/wakulla/
If you have any problems or questions with registration, please contact 

Christy Pearson 850-901-7092 email: christinepearson@u«.edu

ANIMAL ADVENTURE WEEK
JULY 10 - JULY 13

Age: 5 - 13 Cost: $200. per child
Activities will explore all diªerent types of animals. Campers will learn 

about the classi©cation of animals, animal habitats, migration, and wildlife 
ecology. Educational opportunities for all ages. Live animals present 

throughout the week. Please list any animal allergies. 

FARM ADVENTURE WEEK
JULY 17 - JULY 20

Age: 5-13  Cost $200. per child
Programming will center on where food comes from, livestock, and diªerent 

types of farming. Activities will center around products local to Florida. 
Campers will be introduced to the 4-H Agricultural Judging competition 
curriculum. 4-H Agricultural Judging contest is held annually at North 

Florida Fair. Animals will be discussed as food. 

TARGET SPORTS WEEK
JULY 24 - JULY 27

Age: 8 - 13 Cost : $250 per child
Campers will be introduced to the sports of archery and air ri«e. Activities 
will focus on learning hand and eye coordination, proper techniques and 

improving self-con©dence. 
Contact Christy Pearson, Wakulla County 4-H Program Assistance for any 

questions.  850-901-7092 christinepearson@u«.edu
An equal Opportunity Institution

4-H SPECIALTY CAMPS 
KITCHEN CREATION CAMP

JULY 5-7 10 am -3 pm
Age: 10-12  Cost : $100. per child

Wakulla Extension O¨ce - Instructor - Samantha Kennedy
skennedy@u«.edu - (850) 926-3931 ext. 1

Online registration will be required at 4honline.com ©rst before making 
payments. https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in

AUGUST
WAKULLA COUNTY 4-H

UF IFAS Extension
University of Florida

Camp Location : Wakulla County Extension O¨ce
84 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville FL 32327

We accept youth entering ©rst grade to eighth grade for  most of the camps

4-H SPECIALTY CAMPS
SEW MUCH FUN CAMP
AUGUST 1 - 4  10am-3pm

Age: 8-12  Cost: $75 
skennedy@u«.edu - (850) 926-3931 ext. 1

Online registration will be required at 4honline.com ©rst before making 
payments. https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in

Wednesday JUNE 28
Book Babies 10:00– 11:00 AM 

Mythical Readers 2:00-3:00 PM
�ursday JUNE 29

STEAM 4:00-5:00PM

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH – CRAWFORDVILLE

TWIST & TURNS 
JUNE 22 - JUNE 30

9am - Noon
Address- 3086 Crawfordville Highway 

Phone- 850-926-7896

GULF SPECIMEN AQUATIC ADVENTURES
SUMMER CAMP

https://gulfspecimen.org/
Members $190 - Non-Members $200.

Week 1-  JUNE 12 - JUNE 16
NATURES HOME - HABITATS

8:30 - 4:30 
Ages 6 - 10

Week 2 JUNE 26 - JUNE 30 
PRESERVING OUR SEAS - CONSERVATION

8:30 - 4:30 
Ages 6 - 10

WAKULLA COUNTY 4-H
UF IFAS Extension
University of Florida

Camp Location : Wakulla County Extension O¨ce
84 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville FL 32327

We accept youth entering ©rst grade to eighth grade for  most of the camps
4-H Camps operate Monday - �ursday 8:30 to 4:30

CAMPS are 9a.m. to 4p.m.
Early drop oª at 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. - Late pick up from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

available for additional fees. 
TO REGISTER GO TO:

http://sfyl.ifas.u«.edu/wakulla/
If you have any problems or questions with registration, please contact 

Christy Pearson 850-901-7092 email: christinepearson@u«.edu

CRAFTY CREATION WEEK
JUNE 12 - JUNE 15

AGES: 5-13 Cost $200. per child
A full week of arts and crafts. Activities will focus on creativity, imagination, 
and self expression. Crafts will be designed to improve ©ne motor skills and 

teach basic crafting techniques with various media. All artist welcome.

FUN WITH FOOD WEEK 
JUNE 19 - JUNE  22

Ages: 5-13 Cost: $200. per child
Activities will focus on basic cooking skills and nutrition. Campers 8 years 
and over will have the opportunity to learn grilling techniques and will be 
introduced to the 4-H Food Challenge contest curriculum.  Family and 

Consumer Science agent, Samantha Kennedy will help guide the week of 
cooking activities. * please note that meats, fruits, spices, herbs, nuts, soy and 

milk will be used in these activities. 

PLANTS, BEES & TREES WEEK
JUNE 26 -  JUNE 29

Ages: 5-13 Cost: $200. per child
Activities will focus on learning about plants,trees, and their importance to 
the environment and economy.  Campers will learn about herbs, vegetables, 
and basic plant identi©cation.  * please note that plants, peanuts, herbs, bees, 

and honey will be used in activities

SPECIALTY CAMP  2023 WAKULLA 
4-H TEEN LEADERSHIP CERT CAMP

JUNE 12 - JUNE 16 
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Age: 12-18 Cost: $100  per youth
Instructors: Dr. Rachel Pienta & Samantha Kennedy in partnership  with 

WCSO Emergency Management
Wakulla County Extension Facility - 84 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville

JULY
GULF SPECIMEN AQUATIC ADVENTURES

SUMMER CAMP
https://gulfspecimen.org/

Week 3 -JULY 10 - JULY 14
CREATURES of the BLUE - MARINE ANIMALS

8:30 - 4:30 
Ages 6 - 10

Brought to you by the 
Wakulla County 

Coalition for Youth

Please note: most camps require reservations 
Camps �ll up fast!

The total camp would be a total of 3 weeks, every other 
week. Each week, the child will be able to re-register if 

the guardian chooses to, but the pay listed on 
the fl yer is just for a single week. 

The ages, time, and website are on the fl yer. 
The guardian can go to our website to fi nd the registra-

tion form and method of payment. 
Registration deadlines are as follows:

Week 1: June 8th • Week 2: June 22nd • Week 3: July 6th 
 

BASEBALL

War Eagles end regular season at 15-10

By KEITH ANDERSON
WHS Baseball Coach

The War  Eag les 
wrapped up the reg-
ular season this past 
week winning 2 out of 
3 games to end with a 
record of 15-10 going 
into the district tour-

nament. 
The  War  Eag les 

hosted Liberty County 
on Monday, April 24th 
winning 7-2 to improve 
to 14-9 on the year. 
S ta r t e r  Leas ton 

Spears had another 
solid outing throwing 
6 and a third innings 
scattering 4 hits giv-
ing up 1 earned run 
and striking out 8. 
Hayden Wright closed 
out the game giving up 
no runs or hits in the 
frame. 
On the offensive 

side, catcher Brady 

Crum led with a 3-4 
day including 2 dou-
bles. Owen Klees, Reid 
Joyner and Colby Zins-
er were both 2-3 with 
Joyner adding a triple.
On Tuesday, April 

25, the War Eagles 
hosted Bay High from 
Panama City winning 
12-2. Starter Jesse 
Nazworth threw a com-
plete game giving up 4 
hits and 1 earned run 
in the 5 inning affair. 
WHS racked up 11 

hits on the day at the 
plate. Colby Zinser 
and Josiah Pierini led 

the offense both tally-
ing a 3-3 day with each 
chipping in a double a 
piece. Michael Hurley 
went 2-3, and Sam 
Bruce, Brady Crum, 
and Owen Klees all 
had hits. 
C o l b y  Z i n s e r 

reached a milestone 
in the game producing 
his 100th career hit in 
his 3 years on Varsity. 
In the past 20 years, 
only three players – 
Kyle Marks, Camer-
on Graves, and Ryan 
Smith – have reached 
100 career hits. 

The  War  Eag les 
traveled to 6A Chiles 
High on Friday, April 
28,to battle the Tim-
berwolves. A three run 
first inning for Chiles 
would prove to be the 
difference in the con-
test with WHS losing 
4-1. 
Chiles only had 1 

earned run and took 
advantage of some de-
fensive miscues from 
the War Eagles. Start-
er Gavin Estep gave 
up only 1 earned run 
on 4 hits striking out 
2. Reliever Hayden 

Wright posted another 
solid appearance shut-
ting down the Timber-
wolves shutting them 
out for 3 and 2/3 in-
nings giving up 1 hit 
and striking out 3. 
Owen Klees threw 1 
shutout inning giving 
up no hits and striking 
out 2. 
Hits were at a premi-

um with Wakulla only 
gathering 2 hits on the 
day. Owen Klees had a 
single and drove in a 
run and Brady Wilson 
also tallied a single.




