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Brad Harvey has
put property in
wife's name

Former property appraiser, facing
trial on fraud charges, deeded home
and other property to his current wife

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Former Wakulla
County Property Ap-
praiser Brad Harvey,
who is set for criminal
trial in late July on
fraud charges, put
his home and a tract
of land in his cur-
rent wife’s name in
November, public re-
cords show.

Harvey deeded his
home and five acres
on Quarry Springs
Drive and a 40-acre
tract of property to his
wife, Dorothy Dione Grimes, on Nov. 8. Harvey
now has no Wakulla property in his name.

A corrective deed was filed in the Clerk of
Courts Records Division on May 2, with Harvey
and Grimes deeding the property to Grimes.

A satisfaction of mortgage was filed in Janu-
ary of this year on a 2018 loan of $110,000 on
the home. An earlier mortgage from 2013 for
$185,000 on the home, was satisfied in August
2021, according to Records. There is no other
mortgage on the property, meaning it is free
and clear.

During two years in office as property ap-
praiser, Harvey allegedly overpaid himself more
than $200,000 in salary overpayments and
personal expenses. His salary at the time was
close to $110,000.

It’s not clear if Harvey was having his name
removed from the property to avoid having
liens placed on it for restitution and fines in
the criminal case.

The state Commission on Ethics has already
ordered Harvey to pay a civil penalty of $40,000
in addition to $209,000 in restitution to Wakulla
County for his ethics violations.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant
State Attorney Andrew Deneen, who is re-
portedly seeking prison time for Harvey if he
is convicted. Reportedly, a plea offer from the
state that included three years in prison was
rejected by Harvey.

Harvey is represented in the case by Talla-
hassee attorney Shelly Thomas.

Brad Harvey

Memorial Day
Observations
are set

Ceremony to be held at the
courthouse at 10 a.m., and then a
celebration at VFW Post 4538

Staff Report

On Monday, May 29, the Wakulla County
Board of County Commissioners will observe Me-
morial Day at an opening ceremony at 10 a.m. on
the grounds of the Wakulla County Courthouse.
This Memorial Day Ceremony is dedicated to the
lasting memory and sacred honor of the brave
American servicemen and servicewomen who gave
their lives in our country’s defense.

“It is important that we pay tribute to those who
dedicated their lives to ensuring our nation’s free-
dom,” said Winston Murphy, Veterans Services
Officer, “Please join us on May 29, 2023, to honor
our fallen soldiers, veterans, and their families.”

This year’s ceremony will include Keynote
Speaker Commissioner Fred Nichols and the
Wakulla Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 4538,
who will perform the laying of the wreath.

After the ceremony at the courthouse, VFW
will hold a community celebration at 11:30 a.m.
with a cake walk, silent auction, barbecue, and
hamburgers and hot dogs, plus door prizes, a DJ,
games and vendors.

VFW Post 4538 is located at 475 Arran Road.

CITY OF ST. MARKS

Utility rates likely to rise

Facing a shortfall in its utility payments, residents could see 50% increase

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Facing dire financial
conditions, the City of
St. Marks is looking at
a sharp increase in util-
ity rates — at a meeting
last week, city commis-
sioners discussed an
increase of as much as
50%.

The average total for
monthly utilities for res-
idential is around $84 a
month. What city com-
missioners are looking
at would increase the
monthly bill to $115 or
$120 a month for resi-
dential customers.

The problem is that
the city’s utility budget
is subsidized by general
revenues. As Mayor Paul
Sheddan told residents
at a meeting on Thurs-
day, May 18, the city’s
accountant has warned
that if drastic action

is not taken, the city
could be bankrupt and
unincorporated in 5 to
7 years.

At a previous meeting,
the city commission cut
staff to a four-day work-
week to save money. At
the May meeting, they
did the first reading on
an ordinance to have
the city stop paying for
replacement of grinder
pumps — another money
saving measure.

In June, they will dis-
cuss a utility rate in-
crease.

One citizen called out
at the meeting that the
city will need a bigger
meeting room for that
discussion.

The city is having a
study done to look at
the feasibility of the rate
increase.

Mayor Sheddan told
citizens that the accoun-
tant has warned the city

that there is no way to
cut enough to balance
the budget.

The goal, city commis-
sioners and staff agreed,
is to have the utility sys-
tem pay for itself.

Ryder Rudd, a lob-
byist and husband of
City Commission Sha-
ron Rudd, commented
that the way out of the
financial problems “is
going to hurt. Gonna
be a lot of people in the
community who are go-
ing to be upset about it.”

The problems contin-
ued to deepen as City
Manager Zoe Mansfield
announced that blowers
at the wastewater treat-
ment plant went out and
will cost $53,000 to re-
place. And the city needs
to pay another $15,000
for work on one of the
sewer lift stations.

Resident Billy Bishop
suggested the city devel-

op a plan on the cost of
replacing the city’s sewer
system, and pursuing
state grants to pay for it.

Ultimately, the way
out for the city may be to
have the county govern-
ment take over its sewer
system as it expands its
service area.

Sheddan indicated
the county is doing a
feasibility study on an
East Wakulla sewer sys-
tem — referring to east of
the Wakulla River.

In another matter, St.
Marks Waterfronts Flor-
ida committee is moving
forward with planning
fireworks for the Fourth
of July celebration.

Shadrach Hines of
Waterfronts also not-
ed that a community
market is planned for
Saturday, May 27, with
15 vendors planning to
be at the event. It is set
for 9 a.m. to noon.

Local photographer Neil Hostnick sent us this photo of these day lilies dewed with rain drops with a note that read,

“Morning wake-up, coffee and a camera, ‘Breakfast of Champions

»»

NEW BUSINESS

Only good vibes at the Chill Spot

A family-friendly place where people can relax and enjoy games

By LINDA ANN
McDONALD

Correspondent

Need a place to relax,
unwind and enjoy the
breeze of the coast? Does
the idea of an establish-
ment with a family friend-
ly atmosphere where live
music, bingo, corn-hole
tournaments and kara-
oke sound like your kind
of groove? Then the Chill
Spot is a place for you to
enjoy.

Tiffany and Bob Harts-
field opened their estab-
lishment located at 3123
Spring Creek Highway
on April 21, with a “Back
Door Guests are Best” at-
titude. With a large open
porch on the backside of
the establishment, you
will feel “right at home.”

“We wanted to make
a place where everybody

Tiffaliy Hartsfi

can come and enjoy them-
selves without the worry of
bringing the family to an
‘adults only’ atmosphere,”
said Tiffany Hartsfield.
“We offer crayons and
coloring books, face paint-

. :"-—!r-——-':-i'-’_g" . R =
eld at her new business, the Chill Spot.

ing and sno-cones for the
kids.” she added.

Inside the bar area is
a large, decorated wood
bar made by Bob Harts-
field and friends. Vintage
furniture and lighting

fixtures picked out by Tif-
fany Hartsfield makes the
place feel warm, quaint
and cozy.

Katie Lindsey, a visitor
to the establishment said,
“I love to come here, I feel
included and the activities
available for both the kids
and adults are fun.”

“I wanted to come and
see the new hot place
in town,” said Michael
Hedden. He and his wife
Crystal were outside on
the porch enjoying games.

When asked how she
came up with the Chill
Spot idea, Tiffany said,
“We were originally going
to rent the place out for
office space, but we talked
with the Rotary and their
channels, and we decided
to open up a bar out here
near the coast with a chill
kind of vibe.”
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FI f the Week at Sopch Depot Park
MICHAEL COLLINS ower ol the Yveek at Sopchoppy LJepot far

Home Energy Consultant Southern Magn()lia

954.732.0768

michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER
and DAVID RODDENBERRY

goadtsolar.com The stately southern magnolia (Magno-

lia grandiflora) is one of our most beautiful
native trees. Large, fragrant, creamy white,
flowers adorn evergreen foliage in early sum-
mer. The flowers produce conelike seedpods
with large red seeds. Beetles pollinate the
flowers, and quail, turkey, opossums, and
other wildlife eat the fruits. Southern mag-
unt] B _ - nolia grows in a pyramidal shape to about 80
850-926-5592 . 2y A _ feet tall and 30-40 feet wide. Lower branch-
Sales & Service s b A eiad es often bend to the ground, hiding fallen
: " leaves. Southern magnolia prefers moist soil
in part to full sun. It can be a striking spec-
imen or create a dense screen. Sopchoppy
Depot Park has one large southern magno-
lia in the center green with younger trees in
the woodlands. A dwarf cultivar called “Little
Gem” graces the entrance. They are bloom-
Magnolia flowers are pollinated by beetles. ing now at Sopchoppy Depot Park.

V., Crawfordwlle

. Ownea & e;a;td by Gary Limbaugh'Lic# CAC1814.;04. i . Iﬂ.:
' . Student of the Week
ay L

Chandler Bechtel — 4th Grade, Medart Elementary

Principal: Stan Ward

Congratulations to Chandler Bechtel,
Medart Elementary School’s Student of the
Week: Chandler is a dedicated student who
always gives 100% at everything he does. He
has a positive attitude and is a role model for
his peers.

 11:00 - 3:00
__)850-962-8079
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Memorial Day

1st Annual
Community Celebration

diin us in honoring
the service of
Our Military Heroes

ENACTED: 2006.

More than $1 million has been raised through the
sale of Florida Realtors “Support Homeowner-

ship for All” specialty license plates, which help @ W[a\
fund affordable housing programs across Flori- - ca! ke on
. . . . » Support Homeownership ForAll o Vct‘
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to \‘e“\t Ans
teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a S‘ ﬁ\ﬁ
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All” ef
license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go “ “\\\D)\“:‘g ]
toward marketing the plate. ‘M,gs )
ot Ouse

Enacted: 07/01/2014.

The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida
Sheriffs Association to develop and provide import-
ant training for members of local sheriff’s offices as
well as deputies across the state.

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As- || .."thg'ggc?;'ﬁg';"
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67 =
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

Wak laCh y Memp ial
VEW Pe t 8
45 Arran Rd
Crawfo dvlle,FL3 3 7
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Graduation is Thursday, May 25 at 8 p.m.

Wakulla High
School Class of 2023
Graduation is sched-
uled for Thursday,
May 25 at 8 p.m. at
J.D. Jones Stadium.

(If canceled due to

inclement weather,
graduation will be at
the stadium at 9 a.m.
Friday, May 26. The
superintendent will

determine.)

* Parking opens at

5:45 p.m.

e Stadium seating
gate opens at 6:45

p.m.

e Seniors will re-
ceive 10 tickets at

graduation practice.

* All spectators
must have a wrist
band ticket to enter
for graduation

e NOISE MAK-
ERS, LARGE SIGNS,
COOLERS OR

LARGE BAGS
NOT ALLOWED.

* Disability seating
areas are located on
south side of bleach-
ers on both visitors
and home side.

RE * SPECTATORS
ARE NOT ALLOWED
ON THE FIELD BE-
FORE, DURING, OR
AFTER THE CERE-
MONY.

Two Wakulla law officers honored

Sheriff Donnie Crum receives Lifetime Achievement Award, Major Ray Johnson named to Hall of Fame

Staff Report

Wakulla law enforce-
ment officers Donnie
Crum and Ray Johnson
were honored at Talla-
hassee Community Col-
lege’s Heroes in Public
Safety Celebration Ban-
quet recently.

Former Wakulla
Sheriff Donnie Crum
was presented with a
Lifetime Achievement
Award; and Major Ray
Johnson was named to
the Hall of Fame.

RAY JOHNSON

Mayor Johnson began
serving the citizens of
Wakulla County as a
member of the sheriff’s
office in June 1994. He
has served for 29 years
and counting, working
in almost every divi-
sion and position at the
WCSO.

Johnson has been
both a corrections and
road patrol deputy,
worked serving civil pa-
pers, and served as jail
administrator, but it was
his time as a School Re-
source Officer for which
he is best known.

Johnson began work-

ing in the school system
in 1996 and would re-
main an SRO for more
than 13 years, during
which he served at multi-
ple schools and touched
the lives of thousands of
students.

Johnson is a Class
Ten Commanders Acad-
emy graduate and sits
on several local boards,
including Wakulla Well-
ness Task Force, Oper-
ation Wakulla, Kiwanis
Club, and Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful.

He currently serves
as a major over WCSO’s
Community and Youth
Services Unit, oversee-
ing the WCSO’s active
role at community func-
tions.

From his first day on
the job, he has never
stopped serving the citi-
zens of Wakulla County.

DONNIE CRUM

Born and raised in
Wakulla County, Don-
nie Crum graduated in
the last class of Sop-
choppy High School in
1968. He went on to
attend law enforcement
classes at the Lively Law
Enforcement Academy

Above, former Wakulla
Sheriff Donnie Crum with
current Sheriff Jared Miller
and retired Sheriff David
Harvey. At right, Major Ray
Johnson.

and attended Gulf Coast
Junior College.

He began his law
enforcement career in
1973 with the Sheriff’s
Auxiliary. He then spent
the next 35 years dili-
gently working his way
through the ranks of the
Wakulla County Sher-

iff’s Office. He worked
as a special agent with

the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement in

By COLEMAN WELLS
WHS School

Wakulla High School
recently orchestrated
an extraordinary Emer-
gency Management
Simulation, bringing
together the school’s
Medical Academy stu-
dents and local emer-
gency services in a col-
laborative exercise.

This hands-on event
aimed to provide stu-
dents with practical
experience in managing
a “Building Collapse”
scenario, while also
fostering partnerships
between educational in-
stitutions and the com-
munity. To make the
exercise more realis-
tic, volunteer students
from the Cosmetology
Program and Theater
Department contribut-
ed by creating lifelike
injuries using makeup
and props. This allowed
the Medical Academy
students to practice
their skills in assessing
and treating various
types of injuries under
realistic conditions.

To further enrich the
simulation, Wakulla
County Fire Depart-

=

ment, Wakulla County
Sheriff’s Office, and
TMH Survival Flight he-
licopter rescue actively
participated by lend-
ing their expertise and
equipment. These local
emergency services not
only provided invalu-
able knowledge but also
made their equipment
accessible to the stu-
dents, allowing them to
familiarize themselves
with the tools used in
intense emergencies.
Throughout the simu-
lation, the volunteers
from each department
generously dedicated
their time and attention
to ensure that every
student effectively nav-
igated their assigned
scenarios. By patiently
guiding the students,
the emergency ser-
vices professionals en-
sured that the students
gained practical expe-
rience and developed
the skills necessary to
become future medical
professionals.

The collaboration be-
tween Wakulla High
School’s Medical Acade-
my and local emergency
services is a testament
to the school’s commit-

ment to creating im-
mersive learning envi-
ronments. By providing
students with oppor-
tunities to work along-
side professionals in
realistic scenarios, the
school enables them
to gain real-life experi-
ence while fostering a
sense of community in-
volvement. Events like
the Emergency Man-
agement Simulation
not only contribute to
the student’s academ-
ic growth but also in-
spire them to pursue
careers in the medical
field and emergency
services. The hands-on
experience and men-
torship received from
the professionals in-
volved leave a lasting
impact on the students,
encouraging them to
make a positive dif-
ference in their future
professions.

Wakulla High School
takes immense pride in
facilitating these mean-
ingful collaborations
and providing its stu-
dents with practical
learning experiences.
By partnering with lo-
cal departments, the
school ensures that

Students of the Wakulla
High’s Medical Academy got
experience with a medical
emergency with a build-
ing collapse scenario that
included work with TMH’s
Survival Flight helicopter, as
well as Wakulla Fire-Rescue
and the Wakulla County
Sherift’s Office.

cy simulation at Wakulla High

students receive a com-
prehensive education
that extends beyond
textbooks and class-
rooms. As the students
who participated in the
Emergency Manage-
ment Simulation con-
tinue their educational
journey, they will car-
ry the knowledge and
skills acquired during
this exercise with them.
Wakulla High School
remains dedicated to
nurturing the talents
and aspirations of its
students, preparing
them to excel as future
medical professionals
and contributing mem-
bers of society.

The successful col-
laboration between the
Medical Academy, local
emergency services,
and volunteer students
demonstrates the power
of community engage-
ment in shaping the
educational experience.
It serves as a shining
example for other in-
stitutions, highlighting
the benefits of hands-
on learning and the
significance of forging
partnerships within the
community.

position of major, then
Undersheriff of Wakulla
County. The pinnacle of
his career came when
he was appointed Sheriff
twice: the first as In-
terim Sheriff by former
Gov. Charlie Crist and
then as Sheriff by former
Gov. Rick Scottin 2011,
where he served until
his retirement in 2013.
Crum attended the
Florida Criminal Jus-
tice Executive Institute
and became certified in
the Investigation and
Prosecution of Jamaican
Gangs. He was a proud
member of the Florida
Sheriff’s Association,
the Florida Intelligence
Unit, and a founding
member of the extreme-
ly successful Big Bend
Narcotics Task Force.
Over the course of 38
years, he worked under-
cover with local, state
and federal agencies, in-
cluding the Florida Ma-
rine Patrol, U.S. Coast
Guard, Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, and the
U.S. Attorney’s Office
resulting in the seizure
of drugs and money to-
taling millions of dollars
and the prosecution of
hundreds of offenders.

domestic narcotics op-
erations between 1985
and 1989 before return-
ing home to assume the

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun

provides this Public Notice Section for all Public
Notices not published in the Legal Notice section
of the newspaper.

FLORIDA
7 PUBLIC NOTICES

ORIDAPUBLICNOTICES.COM

REQUEST FOR BIDS

PROJECT: Historic Sopchoppy School
Restoration and Repairs

OWNER: Wakulla County Schools
TO: Construction Manager
ISSUE DATE: May 11,18 & 25,2023
GRANT NO: 23.H.SC.100.036
ARCHITECT: MLD Architects

Notice is hereby gie n that Wak lla County Schools will
accept sealed bids until 2:00 P.M. Est. (local time), on U ne 8,
2023, for Pre-Qualified General Contractors for the historical
presera tion restoration to the Historic Sopchoppy School.

Wala lla County Schools desires to hire a Construction
Manager to oe rsee the Construction Administration for the
construction activ ties funded by the Florida Department of
State, Div sion of Historical Presera tion to consult on the
restoration actiiv ties ensuring compliance with the Secretary
of Interior’s Standards for Historic Properties. All repairs and
maintenance practices will utiliz the Secretary of the Interior
Standards for Historic Properties. Construction Manager
selection will be to the lowest responsive, qualified bidder.
Copies of the description of work may be obtained from Mrs.
Donna Chatham or Mr. Michael Barwick at 850-926-0065
during normal work ng hours.

At 2:00P.M. EST (local time), on U ne 8, 2023 the bids will be
opened and read aloud. All bids must be in a sealed ene lope
reflecting on the outside thereof the proposer’s name and
“Historic Sopchoppy School Restoration and Repairs Project
to be opened on U ne 8, 2023.

Wals lla County Schools shall be the sole judge of bids and
the resulting negotiated agreement that is in its best interest
and its decision shall be final.

Any bidder failing to mark outside of the ene lope, as set
for herein, may not be entitled to hae their bid considered.

All bids should be addressed as follows:
Wakulla County Schools
Attn: Robert Pearce, Superintendent
P .0. Box 100, 69 Arran Road
Crawfordville, Florida 32327

Wakulla County Schools is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action,
and Drug Free Workplace Employer.

May 1JR203

Your local
source for
news.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

LETTERS R OM READERS

FWMA launches membership drive

Editor, The Sun:

The Florida Wild Mammal Asso-
ciation (FWMA) recently launched
its annual Membership Drive and
we, the FWMA Board and staff, are
inviting all Wakulla Citizens to join
us in this worthy endeavor. For 29
years the FWMA has been providing
a community service to Wakulla and
its surrounding counties through the
rescue, rehabilitation and release of
orphaned and injured birds and ani-
mals. In 2022 alone, over 1,700 birds
and animals were received by our
facility. Every bird or animal taken
in has its own unique story: hit by
a vehicle, injured by another animal,
stuck in a fence, or displaced by clear
cutting or a storm. Whatever the
case, most arrive in shock and some
with horrific injuries. And now it is
BABY Season! Currently, 50 baby
opossums have been orphaned and
are being fed and nurtured for future
release. Also dozens of baby birds,
rabbits, squirrels, and raccoons are
receiving care! The nursery is full!

The care provided by FWMA comes
with a heavy price. And while we re-
ceive some grant funding, we receive
no federal, state, or county funds. We
are totally dependent on our fund-
raising efforts and membership dona-
tions to provide this level of care. To
facilitate these efforts, we are urging

all citizens to join us by making an
annual donation of $25, $50, $100,
$250 or any amount you choose. Do-
nations can be mailed to FWMA P.O.
Box 9, Panacea, FL 32346 or 198
Edgar Poole Road, Crawfordville, FL
32327. These donations will allow us
to continue this community service
by providing the special care needed
to prepare the rescues for their re-
turn to the wild and best chance at
survival.

FWMA has many exciting plans for
its future. In 2024, we are hoping to
establish a Wildlife Educational and
Learning Center at the facility site so
that Wakulla’s youth, and those of
surrounding counties, can view first
hand the work of the association,
meet the staff and volunteers, learn
how to be a responsible steward for
our wildlife, and observe the birds
and animals receiving our care.

To that end, please consider join-
ing us in helping to keep Wakulla
progressing, while maintaining and
protecting a precious resource- its
abundant wildlife.

I look forward to welcoming any
and all who choose to join the efforts
of this outstanding and worthy asso-
ciation.

Jane Christie Tillman
Member, FWMA Board

‘Vote in Honor of a Veteran’ on May 26

Special to The Sun

Joe Morgan, Supervisor of Elec-
tions for Wakulla County, is an-
nouncing the launch of his “Vote
in Honor of a Veteran” program on
Friday, May 26.

This program recognizes the ser-
vice and dedication of the men and
women who are or have served in
our armed forces by encouraging
voters to cast their ballot in the
names of those who fight to defend
our liberty and to protect our right
to vote. “Our purest form of de-
mocracy was defended so we could
be afforded the freedom to cast a
ballot,” said Supervisor Morgan.

Veterans, friends and family
members of veterans who wish
to participate will complete and
submit a photograph and a short
biography on a Vote in Honor of
a Veteran biography form that
will be available May 26th on the

Supervisor of

Elections website www.Wakul-
laVotes.gov. More information
on submitting the photograph
and biography is available on the
website.

A wall in the Wakulla County
Elections office has been desig-
nated as our Vote in Honor of a
Veteran wall, and the veteran’s
photographs will be proudly dis-
played. All biographies will be kept
in a book inside the elections office
for interested citizens to view.

“We are honored to launch this
program in recognition of those
that have defended, and who are
still defending, our freedoms,” said
Supervisor Morgan.

Voters with questions are en-
couraged to contact the Supervi-
sor of Elections Office by email at
wakullacountysoe@wakullavotes.
gov, or by phone at 850.926.7575,
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Something on your mind?
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.

com; or mail it or drop it by the office at 12 Arran Road,
Crawfordville FL 32327.
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Praise for Sopchoppy’s Depot Park

An email chain on the butterfly habitat

Editor, The Sun:
Hi All!

After tonight’s presentation to the
Sarracenia Chapter of FNPS, Sally Jue
(co-founder of the Hairstreak Chapter
of NABA) made a point of telling me
how much she and Dean appreciate
what we’ve done at Sopchoppy Depot
Park.

She commented on how many nec-
tar and larval plants we've provided for
numerous butterfly species and noted
that “thought went into it.”

Sally also mentioned how nice it is
for people who want to see Juniper
Hairstreak butterflies (Callophrys gry-
neus) to be able to come to Depot Park
to see them (because of the red cedar
trees we've planted around the periph-
ery).

She asked me to share this praise

with all of you.

Feel free to share her kind words
with others.

Thank you!

Lynn & the Depot Park Team

That is wonderful and it does look
beautiful up there!
Thank you all.

Lara Edwards
Mayor
City of Sopchoppy

And the gardens become more beau-
tiful as each season passes. (Flower
emoji)

Betsy Rudden

On the Horizon
Calendar of events for the week of May 25

Thursday, May 25

« Wakulla High School Graduation is at J.D.
Jones Stadium beginning at 8 p.m.

« The Rotary Club of Wakulla County meets at
the TCC Wakulla Center at 8:30 a.m.

o The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville,
every Thursday. There will be concessions and
raffles.

« Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga
with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville
Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, May 26

+ Celebration of Harold Thurmond’s 90th
birthday will be held at the Crawfordville
Women’s Club, 64 Ochlockonee St. in Craw-
fordville, from 4 to 6:30 p.m.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8
p.m. every Friday at the American Legion, 54
Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, May 27

« Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are
welcome; please wear comfortable clothing.
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at
850-228-9214.

« Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, May 29

« MEMORIAL DAY - Government offices and
many businesses will be closed in observance.
« Memorial Day Observance will be held on
the courthouse grounds beginning at 10 a.m.

« VEW Memorial Day Celebration will be held
at Post 4538, 475 Arran Road, a cake walk,

silent auction, barbecue, and hamburgers
and hot dogs, plus door prizes, a D], games
and vendors.

« Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are
welcome; please wear comfortable clothing.
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at
850-228-9214.

« The Wakulla Respite Program is available
weekly for anyone with memory impairment
at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen
Baptist Church.

« Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative Yoga
at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are $12, packages
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville
Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. and 8
p-m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee
St.

Tuesday, May 23

« Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held every
week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m.

« Yin Yoga at 10:30 a.m. and Flow Yoga at 6
p-m. with Nellie. Classes are $12, packages
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville
Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, May 24

« Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community
Center from 9 to 10 a.m. All ability levels are
welcome; please wear comfortable clothing.
For questions call Rich or Terri Bushman at
850-228-9214.

« Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at the
Wakulla Senior Center.

+ Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and at
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https://floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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Wakulla Station News

By VERNA BROCK

[ am so excited for the Wakulla High
School fast-pitch softball team. After a
lot of hard work, these talented young
ladies are headed for Clermont, to bat-
tle for their State championship! This
is especially cool, since their Coach,
Sally Jones Wheeler, was the catcher
for the last Wakulla War Eagle team to
go to State. She caught for my daugh-

ter, pitcher Eden Brock Rodgers, so all
our fingers and toes are crossed for a
War Eagle victory this time.

We are also pretty stoked that the
Lady Noles are headed to their super
regional playoffs, and hoping for a re-
peat performance being National Col-
legel Fast-pitch Softball Champions.
Hoping for a big, big victory for FSU!

This Fall-ish weather is much ap-
preciated, waking up to refreshing,

cool mornings and dewy green grass.
I realize we will all be spoiled when
North Florida summer truly arrives.
But my roses are loving it for now. I
am “liking” all the flower and garden
posts my friends are sharing on Face-
book right now.

Sad news from this weekend, as my
friend Lorrie Gallamore lost her father
this past Sunday. Mr. James Hodges
is now walking in Light with the Lord.
Please keep his wife, Ms. Vernie, his
daughters, and grandchildren in your
prayers.

Also in need of prayer is Sarah
Hamilton and her family, as well as
the Howard Hobby family, the Vickery
family, the Kendrick family, the Car-
ter families, the Turner family, and the
Hobbs family.

Faye Sweeney also continues to
need our prayerful support.

Good news about baby Sebastian!
He was extubated this past weekend,
and hopefully will be receiving a new
heart soon. Your prayers are deeply
coveted for his heart surgery and re-
covery.

Buckhorn News

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Mothers were honored on their
special day at our church: Mother
Vera Green was crowned as Moth-
er of the Year, and oldest church
mother.

Sister Charlotte Green was in-
stalled as a junior church mother.

All mothers were presented with a
rose of their liking. It was a blessed
day for everyone.

Visitors for Mother’s Day were
Callie, Elder Enda Gavin, Wanda,
Windy Beard, Warn Parschell, Pas-
tor Steve Jackson, Elder Andrew

Morris, Mother Doris Rosier, Dea-
coness Loretta Dialty, and other
family and friends.

On Sunday, we will focus on Pen-
tecost Sunday, recounting the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecostin Acts 1-2. In doing so will
encourage Christian to realize bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit is still avail-
able to all followers of Christ. And it
also reminds believers in Christ that
baptism in the spirit is important for
public witness of Jesus Christ.

The baptism in the spirit results
in changed lives, lives that are be-

coming more consistent with the life
of Jesus, who lived in the power of
the spirit.

The promise is unto you and to
your children and all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call.

To talk to some Christians about
witnessing is to stir up feelings of
fear and doubt. If all we have to go
on is our own ability and effort and
understanding, then we have every
reason to be fearful and doubt our-
selves.

Jesus promised his disciples that
we would be given the Holy Spirit
to be effective witnesses of Christ,
there is no need to fear.

On the day of Pentecost, those
who were filled with God’s spirit

spoke in unknown languages as the
spirit enabled them. This was one of
the signs that these Christian fol-
lowers had been changed. We have
the visible signs that we have been
filled with the Holy Spirit — these
signs are evidence of a changed life,
one that is appealing to others who
are without Christ.

On this week, encourage one an-
other to be filled with and rely on the
power of the spirit to be witnesses of
Christ.

Our prayers and concern goes out
to all the sick and shut-in, those in
hospitals, nursing homes, prison,
the homeless, those in need of help
everywhere. Let us pray for each
other.

Library News — May 25

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Thursday, May 25

Friends of the Library General
Meeting 6pm
Friday, May 26

Quilting Guild 9:30am
Saturday, May 27

Library Closed
Monday, May 29

No Programs Today
Tuesday, May 30

Memoir Writing 10am
Wednesday, May 31

Alzheimer’s Brain Bus 10am

Knitting Group 4pm
Thursday, June 1

The Flowers BOD/ACC Com-

mittee 6:15pm
The Park HOA 6:30pm

WCPL PRESENTS: SUMMER
READING 2023 - IMAGINE YOUR
STORY!

Join Mrs. Rebecca and Mrs. Patty
for a FREE summer of fun for children
& families starting June 6th! During
Summer Reading, WCPL offers week-
ly age-specific programs designed to
encourage a life-long love of reading.
Wondering what programs are ap-
propriate for your kiddos? Here’s the
breakdown:

* Book Bunch: This program for tod-

dlers aged 2 1/2 to preschool includes
stories, music, & crafts. Tuesdays at
10am.

* Royal Readers: This program for
children in grades K-2, features stories
and crafts. Tuesdays at 2pm.

* Book Babies: This program is an
interactive story time and playgroup
designed for infants, young toddlers,
and their caregivers. Wednesdays at
10am.

* Mythical Readers: This program for
children in grades 3-5, features books
and activities focused around a central
theme. Wednesdays at 2pm.

o STEAM: STEAM stands for Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Math. Kids in this programs will
learn through hands on fun and build-
ing! Open to all ages. See schedule for

MLAST RIGION

AMASREL FL

show date.

Sopchoppy Opry
is Saturday

Glenda Sue Bradley and Southbound Band will
join the Purvis Brothers & Encore II Saturday,
May 27 at 7 p.m. in the Sopchoppy Opry’s annual
Memorial Day tribute show in historic Sopchoppy
School Auditorium! This special show will include
patriotic music, an honor guard presentation by the
Wakulla High School NROTC Cadets, Taps’and a
poetic recitation, all to honor the memory of those
who have given their lives in the preservation of our
freedom. Tickets for the show may be acquired by
calling (850) 962-3711 or purchased at the door.
The Opry ticket office and cafe open at 5:30 pm on

L

THANKS

to Our Readers!

Your subscription helps

dates and times.

e LEGO Club: LEGO Club is de-
signed to provide kids with an enjoy-
able activity that stimulates & develops
spatial intelligence. They will be able to
create whatever leaps into their imag-
inations! Open to all ages. 1st & 3rd
Tuesdays at 4pm.

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

e Saturday, May 27th for Memorial
Day

e Tuesday, July 4th for Indepen-
dence Day

e Saturday, September 2nd for La-
bor Day

[am/
- e TheWakullasun.com
Thursday

SN

support the future
of journalism.
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HOME ON THE RANGE

learn that striker guns

Comparison of 4 Heckler & Koch handguns

By MARJ LAW

Joe is very set on ham-
mer-fired guns. I prefer
striker-fired guns.

In my humble opin-
ion, striker-fired guns
are softer shooting, have
less recoil, and are gen-
erally more comfortable
to shoot.

Joe says a ham-
mer-fired gun in single
action has a crisp and
lighter trigger pull. He
began shooting in the
service with a hammer
gun. That’s familiar to
him. Not that he’s an old
fogie or anything (!), but
you’re not going to change
his mind that striker-fired
guns might be equal to
hammer-fired guns.

Of course, he’s old-fash-
ioned and wrong, wrong,
wrong.

We’re going to go to the
Wakulla County Sheriff’s
Office range, taking my
striker-fired H&K VP9
Match gun and his ham-
mer-fired H&K P30L. They
are both 9mm handguns.

We'll rate them for ac-
curacy, trigger pull diffi-
culty, trigger pull travel,
recoil, grip, and ease of
racking the slide. On a 1-5
scale, an easy trigger pull
will get a 1 and a difficult
pull will get a 5. The same
with travel, recoil, grip
and slide racking ease.

And just to add to the
fun, we’ve borrowed an
H&K VP40, which is an-
other striker-fired gun,
and an H&K 45: a ham-
mer gun.

So, we have two H&K
striker guns and two H&K
hammer guns.

Poor Joe is about to

are best.
First, let’s get the deets
out of the way.

H&K VP9 Match: (strik-
er)

Length: 8.78”

Height: 6.5”

Barrel: 5.51”

Weight: 24.16 ounces
(no magazine)

Trigger Pull: 5 pounds,
12.5 ounces

H&K P30L: (hammer)

Length: 7.72”

Height: 5.43”

Barrel: 4.45”

Weight: 27.51 ounces
(no magazine)

Trigger Pull: 4 pounds,
4.5 ounces

H&K VP40: (striker)

Length: 7.34”

Height: 5.45”

Barrel: 4.09”

Weight: 28.93 ounces
(no magazine)

Trigger Pull: 5 pounds,
13 ounces

H&K 45 (hammer)

Length: 8.03

Height: 5.91

Barrel: 4.46

Weight: 31.2 ounces
(with magazine)

Trigger Pull: 5 pounds,
9 ounces

Trigger pull is based on
using our Lyman Digital
Scale. Joe pulls the trig-
ger 3 times each, and the
scale averages the pulls.
This will vary with other
guns, based on factors like
the age of the gun, how
much it has been broken
in and on the individual
gun itself.

We’re using 5.5” Shoot
N See targets. Hopefully,
no shot will miss the tar-
gets at 7 yards. Joe will
shoot 5 rounds with each
gun. I will shoot 3 rounds
each.

We begin with my 9mm
Match.

Joe shoots first. His
target holes show all 5
rounds, but grouping isn’t
as tight as I'd like. He rates
trigger pull, travel, kick,
and grip with 1s. Very
easy. He gives the slide

LEATHERBACK SEA TURTLE

(Dermochelys coriace)
The largest of all reptiles except crocodilians,
leatherbacks can reach 2000 lbs, swim 22 mph and
dive to 4200 ft. Unlike other turtles, leatherbacks
have no bony shell. They have an oiley skin
covering its carapace. They swim in all oceans,
staying warm even in cold water by sleeping only
15 minutes a day and having a thick insulating fat
layer. They eat only jellyfish and can be sickened
if they ingest floating plastic bags by mistake.
Eukaryria, Anamaﬁa, Chordata, Reptilia, Testunides Dermachelvidae,

ﬁs;ﬁdmen Marine Laboratory

www.gulfspecimen.org
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difficulty as a 2. Not hard.

I shoot next. My shots
are all on the target, but
again, there are no tight
groupings. I find trigger
pull and kick a 2.5. Not
hard but not easy. Trigger
travel, recoil and slide all
rate a 2. Pretty easy.

It’s my striker-fired gun
and we shoot OK, but not
especially well.

Next, we shoot Joe’s
hammer-fired P30OL. It’s
also a 9mm handgun. We
are shooting it in single
action only.

Joe finds it easy to
shoot and gives all ratings
a 2, except for racking the
slide. He gives that a 2.5.
All his shots hit within the
5.5” target.

I give trigger, travel,
kick and slide difficulty all
2s. Easy. The grip is really
nice and it gets a 1.

Problem is: my shots
are all smack in the x-ring.
Go figure. And with Joe’s
hammer gun yet.

He’s smirking. He
doesn’t care that my
grouping is so good. He’s
smug because I shoot his
hammer gun better than
my striker gun. Sigh.

The next gun will re-
deem my preference. It’s
the H&K VP40: a strik-

VP9 Match
Striker

H&K
VP40
Striker

Hard day for striker-fired guns

er-fired gun.

Joe shoots first while I
sit on the bench.

Blam!

The bench shakes and
the report is loud. The
Federal .40’s concussion
and crack are supersonic,
traveling at about 1,000
feet per second (fps). Imag-
ine: 1,122 fps is the speed
of sound!

Joe gives trigger pull a
2, and its travel and grip
a 1. He says the kick is
a firm 2.5, and the slide
difficulty a 3. The .40 has
a strong slide pull.

I'm a bit concerned after
feeling the seat under me
vibrate with Joe’s shoot-
ing. How much more diffi-
cult with this gun be, even
though it’s a striker-fired
gun?

Yes, it is definitely more
challenging to shoot. To
me, trigger pull is 2.5
while trigger travel is a
short 1.5. Kick is surely a
3: quite a hard recoil. The
grip is okay, but pulling
the slide back is a bear at
3.5. It’s more than I like.
Wouldn’t want to do it
many times in a day.

The HK 45 is next. After
shooting the .40, I'm pre-
paring for an even more
difficult gun. Besides, this

H&K P30L
Hammer

H&K 45
Hammer

one is another hammer
gun. And it’s a .45.

Joe shoots first. Cock-
ing the hammer so it’s
in single action, he finds
trigger pull is easy and
it gets a 1. Travel is 1.5.
Recoil is 3.

Aha. Ithought so: it has
to be a pretty strong recoil,
even for Joe. And racking
the slide? Joe gives it a
3.5. Even racking the slide
is a challenge.

OK. I'm ready. Paying
attention to breathing,
stance and grip, I shoot
the .45.

Yes, even in single ac-
tion, trigger is a 2.5, but
travel is short at 1.5. Kick,
though, kick is as I expect.
While Joe gives it a 3, I
give it a 3.5. Since a 5 is
the strongest recoil, 3.5 is
pretty darn strong too.

I don’t mind the grip,
but pulling the slide? It
gets a 4 out of the possible
5. Hard.

The .45 is a difficult gun
for me; even in single ac-
tion. But my target? Those
darn bullets all hit in the
10-ring. How did that hap-
pen? And why, even with
the robust recoil, did I not
feel the crack and concus-
sion of the .40?

Joe says the .45 has the

heaviest Magtech bullet
at 230 grains. It’s sub-
sonic at only 837 feet per
second, compared to the
much faster .40’s bullet.

Darn. For some reason,
Joe’s P30L 9mm hammer
gun is easier for me to
shoot than my VP9 striker
gun, and I hit the target
much better with it. Hm.

I'm also more accurate
with the hammer-fired .45
than with the striker-fired
.40. Even with better ac-
curacy, the .45 isn’t much
fun to handle due to hard
recoil and really formida-
ble slide.

“The proof is in the
targets,” says Joe smugly.

Yes, he prefers ham-
mer-fired guns and he
thinks today’s shooting
reflects that hammer-fired
guns are best.

But there are oth-
er striker-fired guns out
there. And striker-fired
guns, in my opinion, are
softer shooting and have
less recoil.

Maybe the hammer
guns just got lucky today.

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who has
become an avid shooter in
retirement.
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" Retired Wakulla Sp;‘ings State Park Rzllnger Bob
Thompson, on his weekly wildlife survey at the
i parklast week, snapped this photo of an Anhinga
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a peek into life on and under the water

Local writers share their experiences
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Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports

By Carolyn Brown Treadon

Underwater
Wakulla

By Rusty Miller

Thank you to Wade
Thank you to Phil Hill
for the following infor-
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Boating Emergencies %

the dock. Paddle craft
owners, a pre-under-
way can be useful for

May dive.

I just got back late from Panama City Beach

mation. o you also. Driving to | yesterday evening around 11:30 p.m., [ had a good
This week is National | Coast Guard Station your launch site, then ]s;ize class thi}sl w;eket;)d so we hla;i t(;1 spéit i;c{ into twg
Safe Boating Week (20 . finding you forgot your oat trips. The first boat trip left the dock aroun
Moy 56 Miy)! (20 1 Panama City ...... e — (850) 234-4228 oo 8 you OTBOt Y oUT | R0 T eoplo D hat ip and on the
The origins of the Coast Guard Station trating. Being on the afternoon trip we had 13 people. The boat is only
week can be traced | Yankeetown .........oieiinsisninnns (352) 447-6900 | water should be fun. | allowed 15 max besides the captain and one dive
back to a member of the | Cpast Guard Auxiliary Let these two pieces of | master.

US Coast Guard Auxil-
iary persuading the
town of Amesbury, MA
to issue an “Auxiliary
Day” proclamation in
June of 1949. In 1957,
USCG Auxiliary leader-
ship launched the first
nationwide observance
of safe boating week.
June was used as the
kickoff date for NSBW
for years, but in 1993
the Coast Guard was
persuaded to designate
the first full week be-
fore Memorial Day in
May as NSBW. During
the week, safe boating
practices are promoted.

This week we will
discuss two pieces of
paperwork to make you
much safer on the wa-
ter. The first will help
locate you if problems
occur on the water. A
float plan is basical-
ly an outline of your
planned day on the wa-
ter, which is given to a
friend, family member,
or marina manager.
There are five essential
pieces of information
that should be includ-
ed in a float plan: A de-
scription of your vessel;
The numbers of pas-

Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12) ...

(850) 942-7500
...................... (850) 284-1166

float plan before you
depart, in case of an
emergency, your float
plan can be given to
the authorities to help
start their search. If
by some chance your
plans change, be sure
to update your point
of contact so they’re
aware. It’s always a
good idea to file a float
plan regardless of what
kind of boating you’ll
be doing. From recre-
ational day boaters,
kayakers, jet skiers,
stand-up paddleboard-
ers, long-distance
cruisers and overnight-
ers, a float plan can
provide you and your
loved ones with that
extra peace of mind.
When creating your
float plan, remember
that the more details
you include the better.
When providing a de-
scription of your vessel,
be sure to include the
manufacturer, color,
size, engine informa-
tion, VIN (vessel iden-

The second piece of
paperwork is a pre-un-
derway checklist. A
vessel pre-departure
checklist is essential
to ensure you have all
the items needed before
your trip. It can also
give you step by step
instructions to make
sure you complete all
tasks before getting on
the water. You can tai-
lor the pre-underway
list to meet your spe-
cific needs. If you pull
your boat from home,
you can have a section
outlining your load list
such as cooler with
water, fishing poles,
electronic gear stored
in the garage. You can
have a section to check
lights, chains, tires, ex-
tra fuel tank, and boat
straps. At the dock, you
can have a list of steps
to install or check your
drain plug, unstrap
your boat straps, un-
plug your lights before
backing into the water.
You can construct your

paper help keep your
joy! Next week discus-
sion of life jackets and
their value. Stay safe
and have fun!

Thanks to Sherrie,
we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no
accident! Check back
next week for more safe
boating tips!!

Please contact us
for more information
about our safe boat-
ing classes or learning
more about getting in-
volved in the Auxiliary,
check out our website
at www.uscgaux.net
follow us on FaceBook
@ Apalachee Bay Flo-
tilla 12 or contact our
Flotilla Commander
Phil Hill at pnkkh-
i112000@yahoo.com

If you would like to
learn more about vessel
safety checks, please
contact Steve Hults,
Staff Officer for Vessel
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard
Auxiliary is the uni-
formed civilian volun-

Lets talk about the morning dive. We got to the
dive shop at 7:30 a.m. and got all the legal paper-
work signed, we met over at the boat at 8 a.m. We got
the tanks loaded onto the boat and signed the boat
roster. Every student and my divemasters got our
gear set up and checked. Once the gear was checked
the Captain gave his safety briefing he headed out
of the dock. While on the way out to the channel,
the boat divemaster gave his briefing.

It took about 30 minutes to get to the dive site
which was the Dan Safety Barge. The dive is a 62
foot dive to the bottom so its perfect for open water
students. The conditions of the water where almost
perfect with no real waves or current at the surface.
The bottom visibility was only about 20 feet with
little or no current. The surface water temperature
was about 79 degrees but once you got past 40 feet
the temperature was 74 degrees.

One of my students was a 10-year-old young lady
and [ was really apprehensive because she had trou-
ble clearing her ears in the pool and in the jetties on
Saturday, I had her and her dad go in last in front
of me in case any issues came up with her ears not
clearing. She was also a little afraid but she did her
giant stride behind her dad then I quickly jumped
in behind her. As I followed her down I noticed she
seemed to have little or no problem clearing her
ears and we got to the barge without any problems.

We swam around the wreck until her gas hit
1000psi then they headed back up the anchor line,
did their 3 minute safety stop and climbed back on
the boat.

The second dive we stayed at the same site but
this time after she got her gear on all she said was,
“Come on, dad - let’s get into the water!” She was
very excited.

[ will finish the dives for Sunday next week. I can
tell you one of my divemasters made his bones on
that dive.

Until then keep making bubbles.

sengers on-board; Your tiﬁgation pumber), and pre-underway list in a teer component of the Russell Miller
projected route and registration number. way that works for you. US. Coast Guard and NAUI #59999
You can also include This can help eliminate IANTD #224715

destination; Up-to-date
contact information;
Date and time detail-
ing your planned out-
ing—including depar-
ture and return times.
By handing over your

the names, genders,
and age information
on all your passengers,
as well as details about
your departure marina
or boat launch.

that sinking feeling
when you reach in your
pocket and realize the
drain plug is there and
your boat is squatting
in the water next to

supports the Coast
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxilia-
ry was created by Con-
gressin 1939. For more
information, please visit
wwuw.cgaux.org.

officer addressed the violation accordingly.
* Officers Hartzog and Forbes were patrolling

FWC Law Enforcement Report

From FWC

This report represents some events the FWC han-
dled over May 5-11. (There were no cases reported
for Wakulla County.)

FRANKLIN COUNTY

* Officer Hartzog was conducting patrol on Alliga-
tor Drive and observed an individual fishing from a
canoe in Alligator Harbor. Officer Hartzog conducted
surveillance on the individual and observed him
catch and harvest multiple red drum. Officer Hart-
zog met the individual at a dock when he completed
fishing to conduct a resource inspection. During
the inspection, the individual was observed to be in
possession of excess daily bag limit of red drum. The

Highway 65 and observed an individual fishing from
the bridge over Cash Creek. Hartzog and Forbes
contacted the individual to conduct a resource in-
spection, but the individual denied he was fishing.
The officers observed another individual beneath the
bridge and three more in the wooded area adjacent
to the creek, but hey attempted to dump their catch
into the creek and flee. Officer Hartzog began a foot
pursuit on the individuals. Two of them circled back
to the roadway and were detained by Officer Forbes.
Officer Hartzog continued his foot pursuit on the
third individual who continued down the creek bank
and into the marsh. Officer Hartzog apprehended the
third individual. All three individuals were arrested
and charged accordingly.
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Teachmg the next generation to pray for America

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

What would happen if
we taught our children
and grandchildren to
pray for our nation?

How different might
our future generations

be if more of us earnest-
ly prayed for those who
serve in our armed forc-
es? Think of how glorious
our intercession could be
for America — and for the
nations who benefit from
her influence.

Conversely, imagine
where our country would
be today if no one ever
prayed for our nation
and our military and
their families. Or if we
neglected our Gold Star
families (families of fallen
service members).

We owe a great debt
to those who are serving
and have served. Without
them, we’d be vulnerable

to our adversaries and
suffer unthinkable terror
and bondage like some
nations are experiencing.

We want our children
and grandchildren (and
their children and grand-
children) not only to live
in a free country, but
to understand the cost
of freedom and to never
take our great (albeit
imperfect) country for
granted.

Earlier this month, we
prayed for our nation as
we celebrated the Nation-
al Day of Prayer. Now, on
Memorial Day, we honor
those who have died
defending our country.

What better way to honor
them than by continuing
to pray for America, es-
pecially for our military?

Let’s place the protec-
tion of our armed forces
high on our prayer list.
Let’s also intercede for
the soldiers’ families —
especially those who can
never welcome their sol-
diers back home.

I’'m thankful God
blessed me with people
who modeled prayer as
a way of life. Because of
their example, I endeav-
ored to model the same
to my children. If we
teach our younger gen-
erations well, perhaps

they’ll learn to respect
our nation’s leaders
and our military. Maybe
they’ll be more likely to
honor our flag and better
appreciate our Gold Star
families.

Paul, in 1 Timothy 2:1-
2,urges us to pray for all
people: “First of all, then,
[urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be
made for all people, for
kings and all who are
in high positions, that
we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and
dignified in every way.”

If we commit to inter-
cede for America, espe-

cially for our leaders and
our armed forces — and
teach future generations
to do the same — we could
become a country whose
values God can bless.
Do our country and its
leaders really need our
prayers? Would our mil-
itary and their families
notice if we were to in-
tercede on their behalf?
What do you think?

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
sales executive for Wave
94 and author of the
blog, www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect
with her at SherylHBoldLt.
Wave94(@gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

In the early morning,
I often sit in the up-
stairs loft of our home.
My husband and I have
turned this area into a
private haven. Nestled
at the top of the stairs,
we often listen to mu-
sic while discussing our
day. It is a quiet little
nook perfect for morn-
ing devotions and being
still before God.

This morning the sun

is filtering through the
window, shining on the
peace lily that adorns
a corner of the room.
I marvel at this plant
and its resiliency. The
proverbial green thumb
skips a generation in
my family, resting on
the hands of my dad
and my two daugh-
ters. Nonetheless, this
plant has survived three
years in the loft under
my care.

The plant is common-
ly known as a “Peace
lily.” However, due to
its survival status, I
have renamed this fan-
tastic piece of greenery
“faith lily.” Surprising-
ly, these lovely flowers
are not lilies! The part
of the peace lily we call
the flower is a spadix. It
encompasses a long line

Peace lilies

of tiny blooms shrouded
by a spathe. The spathe
is a leaf that has faded
from green to white, en-
hancing the beauty of
the flower.

The lily teaches me
about my faith. Some
mornings, [ notice the
leaves of my faith lily
wilting. When given wa-
ter, the leaves lift up-
ward in gratitude for the
drink.

Other times I see the
foliage turning dark,
and the absence of new
growth is quite evident.
When this happens, I
move it closer to the
window to receive the
nourishment needed
from the sunlight.

As a pastor, I will ad-
mit that my spirit feels
wilted sometimes. Life
happens. There is the

sudden loss of a loved
one or an unexpected
report from a doctor.
Work has busied, caus-
ing one-day to slip into
two days, becoming
three, and time is gone
before the next breath
can be taken. My spir-
it drops because I have
forgotten the vessel of
living water that brings
me life. I overslept, and
my morning devotion
fell to the wayside as I
hurried from the loft to
the front door to begin
my day.

How is it that I ne-
glect the words of my
Lord because of the
busy world around me?

In John 6:35, Je-
sus referred to Himself
as the living water. He
said, “Drink from Me,
and you will never thirst

again.”

I fill my vessel with
prayer, devotion, and
the Word of God many
mornings. But there
are mornings when the
world crowds in, and I
neglect the well of life,
causing my spirit to run
dry. Then I see it, a text
from a friend with liv-
ing water. A reminder
that they have prayed
for me, covering me, of-
fering me a drink from
their cup.

And like the leaves of
the “peace lily,” my spir-
it is lifted as the grace of
God encompasses me.

Jesus is the living
water. As children of
God, we need the water
to be uplifted. We also
need the light of the Son
to grow and flower for
the Kingdom.

Today if your vessel
is filled with His grace,
find a friend that is
thirsty. Offer them a
drink from your cup.
Encourage those miss-
ing from your fellowship
to return to the Son’s
light. Be a willing ves-
sel for the Lord. And if
by chance you thirst for
water and Son shine,
find that friend who
prays for you.

Galatians 6:9 Let us
not become weary in
doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap
a harvest if we do not
give up.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist
Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

By JAMES SNYDER

I had a frightening
experience the other
day. I know I must be
getting old because
things that never fright-
ened me before now
frighten me. I also see
things I never saw be-
fore.

Going into the bath-
room one morning, I
looked in the mirror,
and my grandfather
looked back at me. I al-
most passed out. With
great haste, I left the
bathroom, rushed to
the living room, and
sat down to think a
little bit. What just hap-
pened?

I hadn’t thought of
my grandfather for a
long time, and now here
I am, looking at myself
in the mirror and see-
ing my grandfather. Oh
boy. How did he get in
my mirror?

I knew my grandfa-
ther was old, at least
from my perspective
when I knew him. One
thing I remember about
him was how much he
complained about his
bones. You could hear
his knees crack when-
ever he would get up

These old bones of mine

from a chair. I never
could understand that.

At the time, I thought
he was putting on a
show. I never had my
bones crack, nor did
they ever hurt. So, I
thought my dear old
grandfather was trying
to get pity from us, so I
lavished it on as much
as possible. I tried to
come to the end of his
joke, but he died before
it ended.

The last two years
that I knew him, he
walked around with
a cane. I thought he
was just doing that
for dressing. I thought
he was acting like Bat
Masterson; “He wore a
cane and derby hat.”

Several times, 1
asked him where his
“derby hat” was. He
just looked at me as
though he had no idea
what I was saying. So,
being the grandson that
I was, I went on with
his ploy.

Not until recently did
I discover that this was
not a ploy; rather, he
had aching and creak-
ing bones.

It seems that I have
inherited his creaking
bones. Now [ know what
he was going through
back then, and it wasn’t
a ploy.

It seems every day,
I find a new bone to
creak. I will never know
how my grandfather
handled those creaking
bones at his age, but
I'm starting to find out.
I guess I should’ve tak-

Sopchoppy  Sunday School |
United
Methodist
Church

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

9:45 a.m.
Worship ' a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

en him more seriously
back then.

I have no idea how
many bones I have in
my body, but I am dis-
covering new bones
that are starting to
creak daily. I didn’t
know I had so many
bones.

After thinking about
my grandfather and his
creaking bones, [ went
back into the bathroom
to chat with him, but
instead of him being in
the mirror, there I was.
I am my grandfather!

My grandfather was
69 years old when he
passed, and I am, let’s
say, a little past that
age.

Instead of inheriting
creaking bones from my
grandfather, I would
rather have inherited
$1 million. But life is as
it is. I don’t know how
long I have yet before
my old bag of bones ex-
hausts itself. Till then, I
will creak and crack my
bones every day, just
like my grandfather.

That may be why
people have rather

short memories when
they get older. Boy,
would I like to forget
these creaking bones
of mine. When I think I
have it all worked out,
another bone pops and
then starts creaking.

I don’t know how
close I am to getting a
cane, but it just might
be in the near future.

Of course, having a
cane would be more
helpful when walking
down the street to pro-
tect me from some idiot
who wants to rob me.
So I've been thinking
about that.

If it were just creak-
ing bones, I wouldn’t
be too concerned. But
looking in the mirror
this morning caused
me to see that old age
is really ugly. I have
more wrinkles than I
can count on my face.
Where do those wrin-
kles come from? What
are they there, and how
do I get rid of them?

I should start count-
ing my wrinkles every
morning to ensure [
have the same amount

First Bagﬂ?t(
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from the day before.
Of course, there must
be some good to these
wrinkles, or I wouldn’t
have so many.

I think I have become
the standard for old age
with my musical bones
and flourishing wrin-
kles. I sure could use
some advice from my
grandfather about this
situation.

With that in mind, I
went to The Gracious
Mistress of the Par-
sonage and told her I
thought I needed to go
to a body shop to see if
I could get a new body.
“Do you have any rec-
ommendations?”

She looked at me
up and down and then
said, “Just remember,
it’ll cost you an arm
and a leg.” And then
she laughed as though
it was funny.

I wasn’t laughing on
the inside.

Later that day, I
checked my Bible for
verses dealing with

bones, but I had never
thought of these verses
before.

Psalms 51:8, “Make
me to hear joy and glad-
ness; that the bones
which thou hast broken
may rejoice.”

Psalms 34:20, “He
keepeth all his bones:
not one of them is bro-
ken.”

I am a proponent of
joy, but I never thought
of bones being associ-
ated with joy. As I get
older, I am discovering
just how important my
bones are. From now
on, whenever one of my
bones creaks, I will re-
joice to know that God
keeps all my bones.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala, FL with
the Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025,
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmail.com, website
www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.
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DEATH NOTICES

« Da’mya “Kane” Lockhart, 22, of Tallahassee, died May 15, 2023.

« Benny M. Lovel, 93, of Crawfordville, died May 22, 2023.

« Robert Joseph Ochala, 88, of Alligator Point. Died May 19, 2023.

o Peggy Porter, of Tallahassee, died May 17,

2023.

« Joyce Marlene Stoller, 86, of Crawfordville, died May 15, 2023.

» Mark Zilberberg, 83, of Crawfordville, died April 30, 2023.

All of the deaths reported and handled by Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young

Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.familythc.com.

Sherift’s Report

Activity reported for the week of May
12 to 18:

FRIDAY, MAY 12

e Steve Baird reported fraudulent
checks being cashed. Three checks
made out to various vendors from
the Board of County Commissioners
where forged and cashed. The total
loss is approximately $1,650. A poten-
tial suspect has been identified. This
case has been sent to detectives for
further investigation. Deputy Heather
Will investigated.

* Deputy Kory Smith responded to
R.L. McDonald Road in reference to
an ongoing problem with the neigh-
bor’s dogs. Upon arrival Deputy Smith
made contact with Clark Davis, who
said his neighbor’s dogs keep coming
over to his property and fighting with
his dogs. The dogs are causing damage
to Davis’ fence. Davis asked for the in-
cident be documented. Deputy Smith
also made contact with Animal Control
and made him aware of the problem.

SATURDAY, MAY 13

* Joseph Belvein reported the theft
of a set of loading ramps from his ve-
hicle while parked outside the Subway
restaurant on Crawfordville Highway.
Belvein stated he saw the ramps prior
to going inside and once he returned
they were gone. The ramps were val-
ued at $500. Contact was made with
the restaurant manager and she ad-
vised she was in Tallahassee at the
time, but would attempt to recover

video footage once she returns back to
the restaurant later in the week. This
case has been sent to detectives for
further investigation. Deputy Kendrick
Gavin investigated.

* Daryn Wilkins reported having
Ethan Osborn on video recording bur-
glarizing his residence. Upon contact,
Daryn was able to provide video foot-
age of Osborn taking several bottles of
alcohol from his residence and bring-
ing the alcohol back after finding out it
was nothing but water. Ethan was lo-
cated at his residence and placed un-
der arrest for burglary. Deputy Dustin
Matthew investigated.

SUNDAY, MAY 14

* Walmart Loss Prevention staff re-
ported an unknown black male pass-
ing the last point of sale with a Razor
Electric Dirt Bike valued at $266.60.
The male returned into the store and
loaded a grocery cart with two televi-
sions. Upon attempting to pass the
last point of sale a second time, staff
approached the suspect. The male
left the cart inside and walked away
headed towards Crawfordville High-
way. Contact was made with a female
believed to be working with the sus-
pect, as she was in a large group of in-
dividuals at Publix. The female stated
she knew the male was traveling with
the group but she didn’t know who he
was. Walmart was able to provide vid-
eo of the incident as well as a complete
list of items taken by the suspect. This
case has been sent to detectives for
further investigation. Deputy Kendrick

Gavin investigated.
MONDAY, MAY 15

* A traffic stop was conducted on a
vehicle for failure to maintain a single
lane. Contact was made with the driver
and sole occupant identified as Shasta
Crews. Further investigation revealed
Crews had a small amount of meth in
her possession. Crews was placed un-
der and transported to the jail facility.
Deputy Dakota Haddock investigated.

TUESDAY, MAY 16

* Deputy Michelle Stripling respond-
ed to Kangaroo Shell Point Gas and
Grill at 4766 Coastal Hwy, in reference
to someone passing a fake $100 bill.
Recorded video showed the suspect
purchasing gas and other items and
receiving change for the fake bill. A
possible suspect in this case has been
identified. This case has been sent to
detectives for further investigation.

* Garrett Morgan reported riding his
Polaris side by side on May 15 in the
Apalachicola National Forest off of FH
13 near the power line. Morgan stated
the machine broke a belt and he left it
off a trail in the woods. Morgan had a
family member go to pick it up, howev-
er it was discovered missing. Deputies
canvassed the area in which Morgan
stated he left the machine, but yielded
negative results. This case has been
sent to detectives for further investiga-
tion. Deputy Heather Will investigated.

e Justin Wright reported the theft
of his oyster cages. Wright stated they
had been stored at Gull Island in Oys-
ter Bay which is a private island family.
Wright discovered 26 cages were miss-
ing and valued them at approximately

$5,200. This case has been sent to de-
tectives for further investigation. Dep-
uty Anthony Paul investigated.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17

e April Clifton reported Jordan Gar-
ber entering her yard and sitting a
chair. Garber was observed starting a
fire in the firepit and then refused to
leave the property. Clifton called the
Wakulla County Sheriff’'s Office and
Gerber was given a trespass warning
for the property. Garber still refused to
leave and he was placed under arrest
by deputies. Garber resisted arrest by
attempting to holding onto a chair and
then failing to comply with lawful or-
ders. Garber was eventually Tasered
and then complied with commands.
Upon arrival at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Jail, a glass pipe used for smoking
narcotics was found hidden on Gar-
ber’s person. Garber was ultimately
charged with trespass after warning,
resisting arrest, and introduction of
contraband into a controlled facility.
Deputy Ernesto Trujillo investigated.

THURSDAY, MAY 18

* Kimberly Ogren reported her boat
trailer tag lost or stolen. Ogren last
saw the tag affixed to the trailer about
6 months ago when she transport-
ed the boat from Coral Gables to her
friend’s property in Sopchoppy. Ogren
was issued a report number for DMV
purposes. Lt. Vickie Mitchell investi-
gated.

Report suspicious or illegal activity
at 850-745-7100, or call 911 for emer-
gencies.

Weekly Roundup: Protecting kids or promoting hate?

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE —
Gov. Ron DeSantis this
week stood at a lectern
with a placard declaring
“let kids be kids” as he
signed a suite of bills
targeting LGBTQ issues
— something the organi-
zation Equality Florida
branded as the gover-
nor’s “slate of hate.”

Among the legislation
signed by DeSantis at a
Tampa Christian school
Wednesday were bills
that will prohibit or limit
medical care for trans-
gender people, prevent
minors from attending
drag shows and impose
restrictions on which
bathrooms trans people
can use.

“I think this is some-
thing that we just made
the decision as a state
and me as governor to
just say we’re protecting
kids. We’re protecting
kids. And we’re going to
protect kids when it’s
popular. We’ll protect
kids, even when you
take some incoming as
aresult of maybe offend-
ing some ideologies or
some agendas out there,
but that’s fine,” the gov-
ernor said.

One of the measures
signed by DeSantis is
aimed at prohibiting
doctors from prescrib-
ing puberty blockers
or hormones or using
surgery to treat children
diagnosed with gender
dysphoria (SB 254) —
building on rules recent-
ly adopted by the state’s
medical boards.

DeSantis said the new
law, under which doc-
tors could face third-de-
gree felony charges for
violating the prohibition
on care for young peo-
ple, will “permanently

outlaw the mutilation of
minors.”

Joe Saunders, po-
litical director of the
LGBTQ advocacy group
Equality Florida, swiftly
condemned DeSantis’
action on the legislation
as part of an “all-out at-
tack on freedom.”

A former Democrat-
ic state representative
who is running for a
South Florida state
Senate seat, Saunders
called the package of
bills passed by the Re-
publican-controlled Leg-
islature and signed by
DeSantis the largest
slate of anti-LGBTQ bills
in the state’s history.

Jennifer Solomon, the
mother of a transgender
student who participat-
ed in a press conference
with reporters organized
by Saunders’ group,
called the LGBTQ-fo-
cused measures “ex-
tremely scary.”

“We have families that
are leaving the state be-
cause they cannot prop-
erly parent their child,”
Solomon, the president
of PFLAG Miami, said.

Also signed by DeSan-
tis Wednesday was a bill
(HB 1069) that expands
a controversial 2022 law
restricting instruction
on sexual orientation
and gender identity in
schools.

Last year’s law pro-
hibits such lessons in
kindergarten through
third-grade. It was for-
mally given the title Pa-
rental Rights in Educa-
tion by supporters, but
disparagingly given the
moniker “don’t say gay”
by critics.

The measure signed
by DeSantis this week
broadens the restric-
tions to pre-kindergarten
through eighth grade.
It also limits the way

teachers and students
can use their preferred
pronouns in schools,
preventing teachers and
other school employees
from telling students
their preferred pronouns
and barring educators
from asking students
about their preferred
pronouns.

DISNEY DOLDRUMS

The rift between the
Walt Disney Company
and DeSantis, sparked
last year by the com-
pany’s entertainment
giant’s opposition to the
“parental rights” law,
continued to deepen this
week.

The company on
Thursday scrapped
plans to build a nearly
$1 billion office com-
plex and relocate 2,000
California-based cast
members to Florida. The
ditched plans came after
Disney earlier this year
announced reorganiza-
tion plans to cut costs
by $5.5 billion, includ-
ing $3 billion related to
content spending, as it
faces a growing legal and
ideological clash with
the governor.

Josh D’Amaro, Dis-
ney’s theme park and
consumer products
chairman, told cast
members that “chang-
ing business conditions”
spurred the decision to
cancel the planned 1.8
million-square-foot Lake
Nona corporate complex
outside Orlando.

Walt Disney World
Resort President Jeff
Vahle in a letter to com-
munity leaders said the
company continues to
plan on investing $17
billion into the region
over the next 10 years,
creating 13,000 new
jobs.

Meanwhile, Disney
CEO Bob Iger and De-
Santis, who reportedly
is preparing to launch a
2024 run for president,
continue to escalate the
dust-up.

During the company’s
second-quarter earnings
call last week, Iger said
questions about risks to
Disney’s future should
be directed toward the
state.

“Does the state want
us to invest more, em-
ploy more people and
pay more taxes or not?”
Iger replied when asked
how investors should
view the short- and long-
term impacts of DeSan-
tis’ clash with Disney.

In an interview with
The American Conser-
vative released Monday,
DeSantis characterized
the company as being
held hostage by “a cabal
of people who will go
berserk if they don’t get
their way.”

Democrats, however,
were quick to blame
DeSantis for Thursday’s
announcement.

“Florida just lost
2,000 jobs and millions
in additional revenue
because of Ron DeSan-
tis’ unhinged personal
vendetta against Dis-
ney,” Florida Democratic
Party Chairwoman Nikki
Fried said in a state-
ment.

HEADING WEST

DeSantis on Tues-
day said Florida “stands
ready” and will send
Florida National Guard
troops and law-enforce-
ment officers to Texas to
help with border control.

The governor’s office
said in a news release
Tuesday afternoon that
800 members of the
Florida National Guard,

along with Florida High-
way Patrol troopers,
Florida Department of
Law Enforcement offi-
cers and Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission offi-
cers were available and
ready to deploy within
24 hours.

During a media ap-
pearance Tuesday, De-
Santis criticized the
Biden administration’s
handling of immigration
issues and said he had
offered personnel, boats
and planes to assist Tex-
as with migrants trying
to come into the country.

“We’re staying on
them (the Biden admin-
istration), the state of
Florida is, because it’s
a really important issue
to actually have sover-
eignty in our country
and have the rule of law
upheld,” DeSantis said
at a bill-signing event in
Lighthouse Point.

STORY OF THE

WEEK: With LGBTQ ad-
vocates decrying it as a
“slate of hate,” Gov. Ron
DeSantis on Wednesday
signed a suite of bills
that will prohibit or limit
medical care for trans-
gender people, prevent
minors from attending
drag shows and impose
restrictions on which
bathrooms trans people
can use.

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK: “These actions
will fan the flames of ha-
tred and bigotry and ho-
mophobia and transpho-
bia in our state. Many in
the community, I think,
are really struggling to
comprehend what it will
mean but we know those
impacts, those harms,
will be real and, we fear,
tragic.” — Nathan Brue-
mmer, a transgender
man who is the presi-
dent of the LGBTQ Dem-
ocratic Caucus

BRIAN C. ENGLISH
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1. Summer Travel

This upcoming week-
end is Memorial Day
weekend — the unoffi-
cial start of the summer
travel season in the U.S.
Summer is the busiest
time for travel in the
U.S., because kids are
out of school and fami-
lies go on vacation. And
this year could be es-
pecially busy, travel ex-
perts say. Families who
put off traveling during
the coronavirus epi-
demic are making plans
to head out again for
vacation destinations.
“This summer travel
season could be one for
the record books,” said
a spokesman for the
AAA Travel organiza-
tion. “More Americans
are planning trips and
[planning] them earlier.”
The four-day Memori-
al Day weekend will see
millions of travelers on
the road or in airports.
Car trips are expected
to be up 6 percent over
last year, with more than
37-million  Americans
driving to their destina-
tions, CNN News reports.
At airports, it’s likely to
be busier than it was in
2019 before the corona-
virus epidemic. Air travel
is expected to be up by
11 percent over last year,
with 3.4-million people
expected to fly over the
holiday weekend. That
figure exceeds 2019 lev-
els by 5.4 percent — or
170,000 more air travel-
ers — and the weekend
could be the busiest at
airports overall since
2005. Where would you
like to go if you could
travel this summer? In
the newspaper or online,
find and study stories,
ads and photos of plac-
es you could visit. Pick
one and design a travel
ad for the newspaper or
Internet telling why peo-
ple would enjoy a visit to
this place. Give your ad
an eye-catching headline
and share with the class.

Goals: Conducting
short research projects
that build knowledge
about a topic; integrat-
ing information present-
ed in different media or
formats to develop a co-
herent understanding of
a topic; using drawings
or visual displays when
appropriate to enhance
the development of main
ideas or points.

2. Dust Devil Rescue

Dust devils are swirl-
ing, mini-tornadoes that
pick up dust and spin it
in the air. They are usu-
ally harmless and don’t
last long, but they can
be scary to people who
get caught in them. One
person who got caught
recently was a 7-year-
old catcher playing a
youth baseball game in
Florida. Bauer Zoya was
catching for the Ponte
Vedra Sharks in a game
in the city of Jackson-
ville when a swirling
cone of dust formed right
at home plate, UPI News
reported. Bauer held up
his hands to shield his
face, but couldn’t find
his way out of the whirl-
wind. That’s when um-

pire Aidan Wiles stepped
in. Wiles, who is 17,
rushed into the dust dev-
il, scooped up Bauer and
carried him to safety and
fresh air. Though Bauer
said he “couldn’t breathe
that much” when he was
caught in the dust dev-
il, he continued catch-
ing the game after his
dad poured water on his
face to get the dust out
of his eyes. “At first [ was
freaked out myself until
I saw him trapped in it,”
Wiles told the First Coast
News TV station. “So, I
decided to run in there
and grab him out of it.”
Dust devils (also known
as “dirt devils”) form
when a pocket of hot air
near a flat surface rises
quickly through cooler
air above it, forming an
updraft. If conditions are
just right, the updraft
may begin to swirl in a
circle. Dust devils are
just one way weather ac-
tivities make news in the
summer. In the news-
paper or online, find
and closely read a story
about another weather
event making news. Use
what you read to write a

letter to the editor telling
how to stay safe in this
type of event.

Goals: Producing
clear and coherent writ-
ing in which the develop-
ment, organization and
style are appropriate to
the task; citing specific
textual evidence when
writing or speaking to
support conclusions.

3. Under the Sea

In the cartoon movie
“The Little Mermaid,” the
crab Sebastian sings to
the mermaid Ariel that
“under the sea ... un-
der the sea ... Darling
it’s better down where
it’s wetter... take it from
me!” A scientist from the
state of Florida would
certainly agree with that
bit of watery advice. Jo-
seph Dituri of the Uni-
versity of South Florida
has just broken the re-
cord for most days in a
row living in an under-
water habitat. Dituri,
who is a biomedical en-
gineer, broke the record
by living more than 73
days in a steel and glass
“undersea lodge” 30 feet

www.thewakullasun.com
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below the surface of a la-
goon in Key Largo, Flor-
ida, UPI and CNN News
report. And Dituri isn’t
done. He says he won’t
resurface until he reach-
es 100 days under water
on June 9. Dituri, who
calls himself “Dr. Deep
Sea,” took on the chal-
lenge of living under wa-
ter to research how well
humans can survive in
an isolated, confined
environment, according
to his website. When he
resurfaces, he will un-
dergo “an in-depth ex-
amination by a team of
medical doctors to learn
more about how the
body reacts to such an
environment,” he said.
“My goal from Day 1 has
been to inspire ... scien-
tists around the globe
who study life under-
sea and how the human
body functions when in
extreme environments,”
Dituri wrote online. Peo-
ple often do unusual
things to challenge them-
selves or learn about the
world. In the newspaper
or online, find and close-
ly read a story about
someone who has done
this. Use what you read
to make a chart list-
ing skills and character

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

A
commrrrep 1O SUCCESS

qualities a person would
need to meet this chal-
lenge. Finish by using a
marker or highlighter to
indicate which of these
skills and qualities you
have. Share lists with
the class and discuss.

Goals: Organizing
data using lists, concrete
objects, pictures, tallies,
tables, charts, diagrams
and graphs; conducting
short research projects
that build knowledge
about a topic.

4. Firefighting Goats

With lack of rain and
deadly heat in many
parts of the world,
wildfires have become
a greater and greater
threat in many countries.
In the South American
nation of Chile, officials
are trying a four-legged
approach to reduce the
risks. More precise-
ly, they are employing
goats to eat the under-
growth that feeds fires
when they break out in
forests, the Washington
Post newspaper reports.
A program called Bue-
na Cabra (which means
“Good Goat” in English)
trucks up to 150 goats
at a time to forest ar-

eas to remove brambles
and other bushes that
burn in wildfires and al-
low them to spread. The
brush becomes dead-
ly fuel when it dries
out in the hot summer
months. Because Chile
is located in the Earth’s
southern hemisphere, it
is summer there when
it is winter in the Unit-
ed States. The Chilean
summer was particular-
ly brutal this year, with
heat waves and drought
causing fires in Febru-
ary that destroyed more
than a million acres of
forest. Animals can often
be trained to do things
that help people. In the
newspaper or online,
find and closely read a
story about an animal
that has been trained
this way. Use what you
read to write a thank-
you note to the animal
from a person who has
been helped. Draw a
picture to go with your
note, if you like.

Goals: Writing opin-
ion pieces on topics or
texts, supporting a point
of view with reasons and
information,; reading
closely what a text says
explicitly and to make
logical inferences from it.

TRUE OR FALSE?
EATING TOGETHER AS A
FAMILY CAN REDUCE THE

LIKELIHOOD KIDS DEVELOF
CERTAIN HEALTH ISSUES.

ANAL HIMSNY

What’s the Difference?

There are four differences between Picture A
and Picture B. Can you find them all?
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THIS DAY IN...

HISTORY

*1669: BOSTON
UNIVERSITY IS
CHARTERED BY THE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS.

*1917: SEVERAL
POWERFUL TORNADOES
RIP THROUGH ILLINOIS.

* 1967: THE BEATLES
RELEASE “S5GT. PEFPER'S
LONELY HEARTS CLUB
BAND.

FAMILIAL

relating to
or occurring
in families

e

ENGLISH: Father
SPANISH: Padre
ITALIAN: Padre
FRENECH: Pére

GERMAN: vater

FAMILIES MAY INCLUDE MANY
DIFFERENT PEOFLE. AS
LONG AS THERE

()

CONSIDERED

FAMILY.

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?

317adnd NI 133HM 3NId ‘AIMSNY




www.thewakullasun.com

THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, May 25, 2023 — Page 11A

mX=Zo0oWv9v=22—-A-<rr=E=r<rHIxITorwno
comcoun-—HCcCoxOouvmrHO=Z20OrMrxxo==x
O UVNVO=2THUOZ=Z0XZ0O0>PHO>P<WV>H
ZITmmruoIT=2ITM=2<VUToHZXOOMAXD

HIMroO—-—4XoOoO<oOo<OXoOoCCITwW>>»W<
NANOVIT>P—-TV>POMNMNTUV=ETVOXR<HMP-I
AHUUOHM>IXr>»unxdxmMmuouomMmo<cc=
mo>0OWOTUOMOOXN=Z2-- - MOXToHOTr
= OO0 0nNNWWUv9OoOxXRWMA<<ITPrTUVTOTUTWLVLPCOH

VT < MMOO<<NO-MHMMCr2XO0OXXZ2
AE2E<=EIIMCOIMMNCK<<<TUT=EH>»WO
N=20NZ2V0OHTUIU<I=EoO<M<<0NLANADTH
cCcor|<<T'THunnacm-oxrTm<<unnIToom==2

- >mMmununcm>dxmMm=EMmM-ro<<ooOmomo

>mMmMm-I-_T 0O xXANVNUDI<rP<Crumvun-l—--

==V CH-r~xxor=2=20=2Z2N0>»070TX0V>

OCxXxIr=Zoononon0nNn0xIT-o0=EHXC<O<<UOMmM

- mMmMCcC=2Z20U-T N0 CWWIUV=2WTVTOOUOC

TOSSED SALAD WORD SEARGH

<2odMmMrmo992r THHEMHFOOXYI9-I>0NVYO

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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WORDS

APPLES
ARUGULA
AVOCADO

BEANS
BEETS
BERRIES

CELERY

CHICKEN
CHICKPEA
CROUTONS

KALE
LETTUCE
NUTS
OIL
OLIVES
ONION

PEPPERS

RADISHES
SEEDS

SPINACH

SPROUTS

TOMATO
VINEGAR

CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS

1. Wear away by fric-
tion

7. Insecticide

10. Elicited a secret
vote

12. Beef

13. Disagreement

14. _ Crawford, su-
permodel

15. Jeweled headdress
16. Digits

17. Trillion hertz

18. Snap up

19. Classical portico
21. Residue after burn-
ing

22. Large integers

27. Free agent

28. Where ballplayers
work

33. Blood type

34. Scottish city

36. Google certifica-
tion (abbr.)

37. Serbian monetary
unit

38. Make a sudden
surprise attack on

39. Wood or metal
bolt

40. Relaxing attire

41. Famed neurologist
44, Dullish brown
fabrics

45. Member of ancient
Jewish sect

48. Grifhith, Rooney
49. Lawmakers

50. Government law-
yers

51. The arch of the
foot

CLUES DOWN

1. Nonflowering
aquatic plant

2. Britpop rockers

3. National capital

4. Consumed

5. The habitat of wild
animals

6. Sun up in New York
7. Cygnus star

8. Male parents

9. Talk to you (abbr.)
10. A place to clean
oneself

11. Southwestern US
state

12. South Korean idol
singer

14. Pirate

17. Pituitary hormone
(abbr.)

18. Mistake

20. Promotions

23. Prepares

24. Partner to flowed
25. State lawyer

26. Patti Hearst’s cap-
tors

29. Pound

30. Electronic data
processing

31. Sports player

32. Treats with con-
tempt

35. Apprehend

36. Excessively talk-
ative

38. Highways

40. Ribosomal ribonu-
cleic acid

41. College organiza-
tion for males

42. Any customary
observance or practice
43. Employee stock
ownership plan

44. Male parent

45. The 23rd letter of
the Greek alphabet
46. Female bird

47. Autonomic ner-
vous system

2

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to hamburgers.
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Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear

only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it
gets to solve the puzzle!

Guess Whe?

| am an actor born in Ireland on
May 25, 1976. | was interested in
acting since seeing a stage production
of “A Clockwork Orange.” I've
starred in a number of movies, but my
role on a television show about a
street gang from the late 1800s made
me a household name.

TFFO=E=CFOUMNEACTWUWLWD>D=ZFOTH

Aydampy uvyyp)y

oo UVNCHFAXOVHKEHIJdZ0 0O W JWweee >

2O AMEAONODVURFVMEFOZD WK

WA>O0O>DXXxH=UVUFITOVDLDLDVOLOUZ2JTO

cTVNXAooOoOxLVZaoaZZJdJ0xJdJ-Daon=

O FFWVNJAdD>SaS> TN OOFRFWWL<T

OWMilIA O>0U Jdi-W=E W WD W<t -

SAOMSUY

S2UONITOV>ULUTUFWLWDUVHA>PFJOO

HOOUOWN>W»>»OU==I>aoHAOAXx=2VUVo0o=uv

>2Xx

DUHIIOD WK =

om=tH=a > >

dnyojay ‘somsuy

=2Xxoz2oH=Zowunoceou

=S X JuUuHWMFOU>OoOOLOWW >Aa un
HODa<woaOoA d>FFunnXxoopmunmo=
S0 U0UEAQUWEFZax0o00O0WAAOMNMA <O W
=SODOD>auWwaouUed g il HOOQA HX
TF-dH>XOA=ZALUVUVOSSOA ST AOV
XLWUEHUAALSZWITZ2ZDUOVNJdWWT
T20xdJoZZ2o0oHN JdJnNnaxoDkFF0noOUD
O JUOIHLJLSD JAdE Ad>D 20 mM020x W

HSN><OHSIU



Page 12A — THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, May 25, 2023

www.thewakullasun.com

CLASSIFIEDS MARKET

HOME OF THE $:3

UP TO 20 WORDS

LASSIFIED AD DISPLAY ADS

Q ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD Q INCH

- PER
COL

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

Signature Painting

of Wakulla, [nc.
850-247-9925

Residential Painting

* Rooms « Walls + Power Washing ]
« Ceilings * Cabinets * Trim & More

Licensed & Insured - Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Woob ¢« VINYL ¢« CHAIN LINK ¢ ALUMINUM

( T
GoodFencesGoodNelghbors com
| |

* MASSAGE - FACIALS

* BODY TREATMENTS
www.sunraysspa.com

N

ﬁ Crawfordville FL 32327
850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Sunrays SpPa Follow us on i _

Easy Online Scheduling
Relax Revive Figjuvenate MM43237

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

20Years
Experience

TRIMMING THMBERS

TREE REMOVAL &
STUMP GRINDING

Ben Burns FREE Estimates
850.591.8351 Licensed & Insured

. Certified
- Arborist

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
s Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425

GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION & HEAT

P

Services

Commercial * Residential * Fast and Reliable Scheduling
A & W Services Heating & Air is
The Authority on HVAC Repairs,

Maintenance,

m, Installation and Upgrades!

i :gf;: 1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303
F Ower 60 years combined experience * Lic. # CAC1815061

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978
Spring Special
Mention this ad -Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

e Small Engine Repair ¢ Automotive Repairs
e Tire Sales & Service « Carport & Portable Building Sales

850-926-2338

3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Land
Clearing

Driveways
Ponds

Site Work
Demolition

850-933-8505 .

FREE ESTIMATES

CRAWFORDVILLE

PHARMACY

2650 Crawfordville Highway, Ste 1
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-962-8946

Hiren & Purvi Patel —

Pharmicists

Monday — Friday 9a.m. — 6:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m. to 1p.m.

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum
850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof
& gutter cleaning, concrete
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

LEATHER REPAIR /
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

FOR SALE

Raw Wildflower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps
All Locally Produced
850-926-2658
www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at
baileysbeesonline

L1
Please
Recycle

=

A
Wk ey
“Specializing in
Wakulla County”

Sonya
Hall

Broker

. (850) 926-5084

Sonya@wakullarealty.com

e

Real Estate Sales,
Listings & Rental
Management
Storage
Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

Karen
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 567-8279

\ Karen@wakullarealty.com

B —~—mis

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

TERRENCE BRITTEN

Sales Manager

needs.
You need options. We have them.

team! I this sounds life vou, lets tall!

VWe're also loofing for agents and managers to join

919.452.1847 » terrence.britten@securitynational.com

No matter vour situation, we have produets that can help with vour end of life

Secur lt\ Natwnal

W O W W

Contact Terrence for a quote today!

ECONOMY

ENT

4.59%

=N 850-421-2277
Monday-Friday 8:00-5:30
Saturday 8:00-2:00

http://www.economyautoandtruck.com
572 Woodville Hwy. 1 Mile N of Wakulla Station

IRE ¢

IN STOCK INVENTORY
VETERANS

OFF

READ THE

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers.
Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY'S — MEDART
(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla
Correctional
Institution
Starting salary
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711

www.fldocjobs.com

|g Bend Hospice is seeking

direct patient care volunteers

. to provide companionship

and respite services in
Wakulla County.

ou are interested in learl

Vecteezy.com

SERVICES RENTALS HELP WANTED

le O akscubtn

L

NOW HIRING
REPORTER

The Wakulla Sun is
seeking a fulltime general
assignment reporter. The

Wakulla Sun is an inde-
pendently owned weekly
newspaper in Crawfordville
with a circulation of 2,000
that also publishes a free
monthly tabloid with a
circulation of 16,000.

SUBMIT RESUME TO
William Snowden,
editor and publisher
of the Sun, at
editor@thewakullasun.com.

‘Wakulla Lawn ‘Ranger

Gene ‘Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing - Edging - Trimming

Sidewalk/Driveways
‘Pressurewashing

ile G oach__

b 850\570"'820.1 I

MAD-"“"

“AND YOU WON’T NEED AS MANY NEW PARTS.

MOTORCYCLE CRASHES DON’T ALWAYS INVOLVE ANOTHER
VEHICLE. SLICK SURFACES AND ROAD DEBRIS CAN LEAD TO
BROKEN BIKES, AND BROKEN BONES. RIDE AT A SPEED THAT
GIVES YOU TIME TO REACT. CHECK OUR WEBSITE BELOW
FOR MORE CYCLE SAFETY TIPS. p—

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/CYCLESAFETY

ORTHOPAEDIC
——TRAUMA —
- ASSOCIATION

ota.org

AACS

| AMERICAN A(“AI DEMY OF

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEONS,

orthoinfo.org
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Shark Pitch comeptltlon held at Wakulla High School

Story & PHotos By
LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

It was Shark Week at
Wakulla High School for
Teacher Christina Deibler
and her Entrepreneurship
students. Afterwards, an
Entrepreneurship Awards
Ceremony was held in the
Culinary Room on Friday
night, May 12, 2023.

Students created their
own fictitious business
outfits and “pitched” their
ideas to the local spon-
sors and business own-
er “sharks” of Wakulla
County for feedback and
advice.

Comparable to the
television show, ‘Shark
Tank’ where the show
features a panel of in-
vestors called “sharks,”
who decide whether to
invest as entrepreneurs
make business presen-
tations on their company
or product. The sharks
often find weaknesses
and faults in an entrepre-
neur’s product, business
model or valuation of their
company.

As an event kickoff, the
students were equipped
with “Fast Pitch Deck In-
structions” as guidelines
as to what was expected
of them and to elaborate
on how the judging will be
based upon.

Some of the standards
the students had to up-
hold as part of the contest
-the business “Pitch” was
a presentation created
by students judged on 5
areas:

e Problem/Opportuni-
ty- student explains why
this problem that has not
been solved by others in
the market

e Value Proposition,
Primary data that shows
customers would buy
this as a solution to their
problem

* Underlying Magic,
student uses evidence
to support solution to
problem

e Target Market, Ex-
plores multiple perspec-
tives as both the entrepre-
neur and customer

¢ Cost Structure- Accu-
rately lists their variable
and fixed expenses for

i

First Place went to ’Jellyfish Catering’ McKenzie LeVeen and Ivi McIntyre, with teacher Christina Diebler.

this business.

The Winners of Shark
Week’s First Place went to
‘Jellyfish Catering’— McK-
enzie LeVeen and Ivi McIn-
tyre, Second Place went
to Tray Keep’s business
owners Chez Dyke, Grace
Gevawer, Jayden Litch-
field and Kylynn Wright.
The Smart School Book
came in 3rd for Jaden Mc-
Bratney and Sierra Boggs,
Fourth Place went home
with EZ Garden’s Hunter
Barton, Samuel Bruce,
and Evelyn McCoy.

When asked by the
Sharks, “Why did you
choose Jellyfish Cater-
ing?” The team responded
with, “Wakulla High is by
the coast, and the name
had a nice ring.” They also
told the Sharks, “When
we make more profit as a
catering business, we can
become more like Door
Dash. With our approach,
we love small businesses
and it would help them in
the long run to help us.”

Teacher Christina Die-
bler explained, “I want
parents to see how inno-
vative and creative their
kids are and open their
eyes to future pathways
that may or may not in-
clude the 4-year college
path. As for our local
business owners, I hope

Keynote Speaker was Daniel Williams of Network for Teach-
ing Entrepreneurship.

Wakulla High alumni Landon Turner of Backwoods Mafia
gave an inspirational speech.

they see the potential on classroom, I feel it’s im-

and rejection alongside
sweet success.

In the beginning of
Shark Week, Diebler said,
“I'had to hear the grumble
and groans of students
in the beginning, but
then something changed;
the moment they realize
they can do it, everything
shifts. It is that ‘a-ha’
moment.”

Diebler encouraged
students: “When you
come across a problem,
find out what the problem
is about first — it may be
about something out-
side the problem, don’t
be afraid to try, don’t be
afraid of people judging
you, and don’t be afraid
to fail, you will only learn
from it.”

Local Shark and Wakul-
la High School graduate
Landon Turner of Back-
woods Mafia delivered an
empowerment speech and
shared how he started
selling T-shirts out of his
truck at Wakulla High

School as he pursued a
business in which he is
passionate about. “Even
though Covid about killed
my business, I thought of
a different way to bounce
back- keep thinking out-
side the box.”

Daniel Williams of Net-
work for Teaching Entre-
preneurship (NFTE) also
delivered an encouraging
speech and motivated
students to “GO FOR IT”
no matter what.

Mark Milligan of F4
Tech said, “This amazed
me: A high school teach-
ing this at the high school
level, I wish they had this
curriculum when [ was in
high school.”

“Although our daugh-
ter Virginia Gunter did
not place in the top 4, we
are here to support the
great program that al-
lows students to have this
type of opportunity it is a
wonderful program with
a hands-on aspect,” said
Dina and Chris Gunter.

Virginia added,
“Through this experience,
I learned how to problem
solve and I keep trying
until I find success.”

Food for the Awards
Ceremony was provided
by Ms. Phillips and the
Wakulla Culinary Arts,
and keepsake water bottle
to represent sustainability
awards were produced by
Wakulla Engineering.

Awards Ceremony
Sponsors include Pat-
rick Barineau of Bari-
neau’s Heating and Air,
Christine Marlow of White
Rose Construction, Shark
Pitch Sponsors include
Chuck Adcock and Mi-
chael Poucher of Florida
State Credit Union, Guest
Speakers include Landon
Turner of Backwoods Ma-
fia and Mark Milligan of
F4 Tech. Keynote Speak-
er was Daniel Williams
of Network for Teaching
Entrepreneurship (NFTE).

= L

our high school students
and encourages them to
stay involved with these
students by means of
employment possibilities
and building job/work
relationships.”

Diebler added, “In my

portant to teach life skills
such as creative problem
solving, team building and
collaborating, communi-
cation skills, the ability
to take risks, hard work
yields positive benefits,
the emotions of failure
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RMS Symphonic Band competes

By MOLLIE ROBINSON
Wakulla Schools

On April 15th, Riversprings Middle School’s
Symphonic Band had the honor of participating
at the 2nd Annual FAMU Wind Band Festival.
The Festival showcased high school and middle
school talent from Florida and Georgia. RMS was
invited to FAMU’s Festival based on their supe-
rior showing at the District 3 Music Performance
Assessment (MPA) in March. The band performed
on stage at Lee Hall Auditorium in front of judges
from FAMU as well as judges from other places
such as Michigan State University. After their
performance the students had a clinic with Dr.
Rebecca Phillips, director of bands at Colorado
State University.

The Symphonic Band performed “Newcastle
March” and “Two Scottish Dances,” by Johnnie
Vinson, “Suo Gan” by Larry Clark and finally
“Rampage” by Todd Stalter. This year’s band
is composed of 27 seventh and eighth graders,

under the direction of 2nd year director Matthew
Spindler. Mr. Spindler was a recent FAMU music
alumnus and was excited to show off his students
to his previous professors. When talking about his
students, Mr. Spindler stated, “The RMS Band
Students have worked so hard this year with re-
ceiving straight superiors rating from the Florida
Bandmaster Associations District Music Perfor-
mance Assessment. That is the highest possible
rating. We have also had 10 students represent
RMS at the All-District Band, an audition-based
ensemble. Along with 46 students participating
in Solo and Ensemble. As the Band Director at
Riversprings Middle, I am so proud of the band
students. I am excited to see what we can accom-
plish next year. ©

The Symphonic band, as well as the Jazz, Con-
cert and Beginning bands, finished off their per-
formance season with an End of the Year concert
and BBQ Dinner on May 2nd.

The future certainly looks bright for the River-
springs Middle music program.

RMS Marine

Specializing in All of your
Commercial Fishing & Crabbing Needs
850-926-3114 - 800-726-3104

3026 Coastal Hwy, Crawfordyville FL
RMSMarineSupply.com

ave it...
If we don’t t\‘N o et it!

A

A Wakulla Wild Animal Rescue
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP?

We always need donations of these items:
* Bleach

* Pa per towels

* Pedigree wet &
dry dog food

® Friskies wet &

® Fruit cocktail dry cat food

® Birdseed & nuts
Florida Wild

Mammal Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
FNX/NAN.org

363-2351
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War Eagles fly high at spring exhibition

'The Wakulla War Eagles played the Leon Lions and Chiles Timberwolves in a spring game
at Gene Cox Stadium on Thursday, May 18. A half was played against each team.

Against Leon, the War Eagles dominated 26-8.  Against Chiles, tougher game, but Wakulla 14-7.
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Running back Marquez Johnson breaks into the open. Quarterback Haden Klees uses his legs for a score.

Pass to receiver Samron Brinson for a score. Head Coach Scott Klees talks strategy during a timeout.

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN

Join us in Celebrating
| HAROLD THURMOND
~ TURNING 90

CONGRATULATIONS
MR. THURMOND

for all your contributions to our Community
and your family! I‘

v

Crawfordville Women's Club ~
64 Ochlockonee St, Crawforduville, FL

Drop by 4-6:30 pm
‘O Friday.May26 |
1 Mailing address
for cards:
f_’)307 Frank Jones Rd.
Crawfordville FL
32327
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Army veteran :
Teacher \Ne ¢ Church deacon
Scoutmaster 15 : /= Prayer warrior
Principal - Wakulla High & Shadeville Elementary | Lay speaker
LOVG, Church music director Clerk of court
. . School administrator Missionary
PopPop, Meme, Uncle Justin, Aunt Shelbt, Sunday school teacher World traveler
Started Redimobile preschool program Mentor to many.

Juliet, Jack, Uncle Marshall, Aunt Lauren and Brooks Started adult Education program | Father grandfather and greatigrandfather
‘Started adult Education program = =) ‘

Friend






