
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser 
Ed Brimner said this 
week that preliminary 
figures compiled by 
his office show a $500 
million increase in 
property values over 
the past year.
Numbers released 

June 1 to the school 
board for taxable val-
ues up from $2.05 bil-
lion last year to $2.54 
billion this year. 

The taxable value 
for Wakulla County 
government increased 

from $1.76 billion last 
year to $2.21 billion 
this year. 
(Different formulas 

are used to calculate 
the taxable values for 
the school board and 
county government. 
Basically, the school 
board gets the full tax-
able value.)
Brimner said the 

increase was due to 
three factors: new 
homes, the increased 
value of existing 
homes, but especially 
to an increase in the 

value of commercial 
properties.
Some of that, Brim-

ner said, was due to 
the property apprais-
er’s office not keeping 
up with higher priced  
sales of commercial 
property.
He noted one exam-

ple of a gas station in 
Wakulla Station that 
sold recently for $1.6 
million but its taxable 
value was still on the 
books at its 2016 as-
sessed value of some 
$300,000.

Story and Photos
By LINDA ANN McDONALD

Palaver Tree Theater in Crawfordville 
held a Book Signing for “I See You: A 
Glimpse of Wakulla County’s African 
American Community” written by Pala-
ver Tree founder Herb Donaldson and 
local photographer Gerald Brown. 
   The “I See You” photo journal is in-

tended for future generations of African 
Americans in Wakulla to learn about 
their heritage, history, and representa-
tion in both schools and politics. 
“These images would never have been 

captured without Gerald,” Donaldson 
said. The concept of the book was the 
answer to a question Brown had for 
Donaldson, “What are you going to do 
with all these photos?”
Also included in the book are historic 

photos of Buckhorn and the Buckhorn 
Masons.
A commonly used introduction in Afri-

ca, “I see you”- meaning, “I see myself in 
you” is practiced between Africans which 
is comparable to our local, “Hello, how 
are you?” – hence, the title of the book.

 Brown has been a photographer for 
many past events held at Palaver Tree 
and around the community. (Brown is 
also a photographer for The Wakulla 

Sun.) Donaldson pointed out that in the 
photos, Brown would always include 
African Americans who were visitors 
to community events, even when the 

number of black event goers were small 
– everyone was included in Brown’s 
pictures, another reason for the title of 
the book, “I See You.  Brown’s photos 
visually tell the audience that Brown 
“sees you’” – Brown “includes” everybody 
without any judgment.
 A book fair was held in addition to the 

book signing event.  For a $10 donation, 
a Palaver Tree tote was provided to the 
donor and for as many books as the tote 
could hold, the donor could bring home. 
Donaldson did not stop anyone from 

taking the tote load to the donor’s vehicle 
and coming back to the book fair for a 
second round of collecting books. 
“When kids get a book and they start 

dancing, it’s a good thing,” Donaldson 
said as a child was dancing as she was 
leaving with her new books.
Dasha and Tamika Rich, a mother/

daughter team visiting the event said, “I 
am an avid reader and I love books; you 
will never see me without a book. If there 
is a reason to read, I am there!”
Books were supplied by Tallahassee’s 

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Chapter and 
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Local memorial 
service set for 
Robyn Hurst

Herb Donalds on c ollaborated w i th photog rapher G erald Brow n on the book on loc al Af ri c an Ameri c an hi s tory

Property appraiser¶s preliminary fi gures shoZ maMor increase in commercial values 

She Zon acclaim for her creative 
proMects that dreZ patrons to the 
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Turn to Page 3

Turn to Page 2

FEA TU R E S TOR Y

“It’s a New Day”$1 
One Section

Our 2nd Year 23rd Issue
Thursday, June 8, 2023

Locally Owned 
     & Operated

1 96852 36013 0

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

Saturday

Sunrise 6:35 AM
Sunset 8:38 PM

Sunrise 6:35 AM
Sunset 8:37 PM

Sunrise 6:35 AM
Sunset 8:37 PM

Hi: 88º Lo: 71º   15%Hi: 88º Lo: 68º   38%Hi: 87º Lo: 70º   50%

WeatherSTEMWAKULLA

FridayThursday

Dasha Rich, Tamika Rich, Herb Donaldson, Gerald and Barbara Brown, and Robert and 
Kenny Manning.

Resident Sandra Sheets shared this photo of Pastor David Allen of Sopchoppy Southern Baptist Church who, at 3 p.m. 
on Memorial Day last week, went to the Armed Forces Memorial at Sopchoppy City Hall and played Taps. 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Robyn Hurst, who was library director of the 
Wakulla County Public Library for nearly 10 
years and died two weeks ago, will be remem-
bered with a local Celebration of Life to be held 
on Monday, June 12, at the Wakulla Commu-
nity Center from 4 to 6 p.m.
Initial reports indicate she took her own life 

on Sunday, May 21, at her home in Thomasville, 
Ga., although the matter is still under investi-
gation by law enforcement there.
A funeral was held in Thomasville on Monday, 

May 29, which would have also been her 45th 
birthday. Many Wakulla residents were unable 
to attend the funeral, prompting her friends to 
organize the local memorial service. 
Robyn was beloved by library patrons and 

staff for her creativity and love of nature. She 
started numerous popular events – including 
the Mardi Gras Ball, a fundraiser for the library.
“She could create anything out of card-

board and paper mâché,” said former librarian 
Heather Bryan, now director at the Chamber 
of Commerce.
She also brought in the chickens, which 

prompted “The Library With Chickens” T-shirts.
Library staff and friends put together a list 

of her accomplishments:
Beloved Wakulla County Public Librarian, 

Rotarian, Mother, Wife and Friend

SnoZden column
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DEP s a y s  n o  t o  
c o u n t y ’ s  s p r i n g
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Wakulla Property Appraiser 
Ed Brimner

‘I See You’ book is released

Mostly Sunny

Property values up $500M
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Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

‘I See You’ book signing

The wildfl ower is a nectar source for butterfl ies and bees.

Shelby Lynn Roney and Ruby Bodiford with their bag of books from book fair and 
then holding their favorite books they picked out at the Palaver Tree event.

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Black-Eyed Susan
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 
and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) is a 
sunny yellow wildflower with a dark center 
that is easy to grow and freely self-seeds. It 
grows 1-3 feet tall in full sun and tolerates 
dry soil. The stems are covered with bris-
tly hairs. Black-eyed Susan is an excellent 
nectar source for butterflies and bees. Its 
leaves feed the caterpillars of several but-
terflies. Small birds including goldfinches 
eat the seeds. Deer resistance is high. The 
cheerful blossoms of black-eyed Susan liv-
en up wildflower meadows and bouquets. 
Cut flowers last more than a week. Black-
eyed Susan is blooming now in the wild-
flower meadow at Sopchoppy Depot Park. 
Packets of seeds collected from the park’s 
black-eyed Susans are free for the taking at 
the Seed Depot, a miniature replica of the 
historic train depot.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 2006. 
More than $1 million has been raised through the 

sale of Florida Realtors “Support Homeowner-
ship for All” specialty license plates, which help 
fund affordable housing programs across Flori-
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to 
teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a 
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All” 
license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go 
toward marketing the plate.

Enacted: 07/01/2014.
The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida 

Sheriffs Association  to develop and provide import-
ant training for members of local s�eriff ǯs ofϐices as 
well as deputies across the state.

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As-
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67 
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

From Front Page 

brought to the event by locals 
Robert and Kenny Manning.
Donaldson’s future for the 

venue and classic theater itself 
is to highlight shows, photos 
and music focusing strictly on 
Wakulla County. 
Save the dates for a music 

event on June 17th with Aaron 
Hayden and band. The African 
Art Exhibit continues until June 
19th and upcoming events in-
clude Chomp and Stomp on 
July 22 from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
at Palaver Tree.  
Donaldson can be contacted 

at (850) 933-9133.
Over a year went into getting 

this book out in time for the Pa-
laver Tree Theater Emancipation 
Celebration.
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Robyn Hurst, center, when Tallahassee Memorial Hospital donated the Humpty Dump-
ty �gure used for a billboard adverisement that is now displayed in front of the library. 

Also in the photo, Rebecca Lutz of TMH, librarian Linda Oaks, librarian Rebecca 
Sahar, and Friends of the Library President Andrew Riddle.

Local memorial service set for Robyn Hurst

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE SUN

From Front Page

July 29, 2014 started 
all of her magic at the 
library. 
S h e  w a s  w e l l 

equipped to serve our 
community and serve 
she did!
Bachelors Degree
Humanities with a 

focus in art. 
Holder of two Mas-

ter’s Degrees: Business 
from Thomas Universi-
ty, and Information in 
Library Science from 
Valdosta State. 
Both of her sons are 

Eagle Scouts: Josh 
Hurst - Eagle Scout 
Project : Little Free Li-
braries around Wakulla 
County; and  Avery 
Hurst - Eagle Scout 
Project: Pergola at the 
library.
She was also the au-

thor of two children’s 
books.  
Rooms and/or spac-

es she transformed at 
the library and made 
available for patron 
use. 
The Children’s Room 
The Adult Reading 

Room 
The Friends of the 

Library Reading Room
The Library Escape 

Room 
The gardens out front
Added the Lobby 

Meeting Room
Some of the Signa-

ture Library Programs:
An Evening at Hog-

warts
Talk Like a Pirate 

Day
Take your Child to 

The Library Day
Dr. Suess’s Birthday
Star Wars
The Trick or Treat 

Story Walk
Holiday Story Time 

with Sheriff Miller
Day of The Dead
The Friends of the Li-

brary Mardi Gras Fund-

raiser Ball
Other Library Pro-

grams/Amenities: 
The Library of Things
T h e  P e rm a n a n t 

Installation of Story 
Boards in Azaela Park
The Mobile Library
- Started Curbside 

Service during Covid (it 
is still used today)
- Universal Class ac-

cess for all library card 
holders
- Access to 37,000 

eBooks through a Plan 
Grant
- Spearheaded the 

start-up of the Library 
Advisory Board
- Revived the Friends 

of the Library Group
In addition to the 

chickens, other Library 
animals  included Lola 
the bearded dragon, 
Nikodemus and Tem-
pelton the fancy rats, 
and the fish tank.

By KRYSTAL SHEPPARD
Staff Writer

Dancers from Studio 
88 Dance Productions 
of Crawfordville recently 
attended the VIP Dance 
Competition at the Osce-
ola Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Orlando, Florida.  
This was their final com-
petition of the season, 
and it was a long and 
exciting weekend filled 
with travel, costume 
changes, makeup, hair, 
performances, award 
ceremonies, laughter, 
and much excitement. 
Between their perfor-
mances the dancers had 
the opportunity to ob-
serve and support the 
talented dancers from 
other dance schools and 
dance studios as well. 
Studio 88 dancers 

from Mini, Little, Junior 
and Teen companies per-
formed over 20 different 
dances for the judges, 
including large group, 
small group, duos, trios 
and solos, and won mul-
tiple awards throughout 
the weekend. 
Studio 88’s Produc-

tion dance, which in-
corporated multiple 
costume changes and 
featured all dancers from 
Mini, Little, Junior and 
Teen companies was 
Hallow’s Eve. Their en-
ergetic and “haunting” 
performance received 
a Diamond, Entertain-
ment Award and 2nd in 
Production VIP List. 
Teen Company was 

on fire, with a stellar 
performance of Hit the 
Road Jack, a high energy 
jazz dance that received 
a Diamond, 1st in divi-
sion, 2nd teen MegaStar 
large group and 3rd on 
VIP list. 
Another favorite was 

little company’s adapta-
tion of the famous King 
of New York, or “Newsies” 
which earned Diamond, 
1st in division, 1st mini 
hot shot large group 
and a Judges Choice 
Award for “character 
and energy, and use 
of props.” The Wakulla 
Sun is honored to have 
been represented in this 
dance, as the dancers’ 
props included copies of 
The Wakulla Sun, and 
their adorable class pho-
toshoot took place with 
The Wakulla Sun build-
ing as their backdrop. 

Th e  many  o th e r 
award-winning perfor-
mances included: 
Oh So Quiet 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division  
• Costume Award 
• 3rd overall -ittle 

BigWig 
 
It’s Bitsy Teeny Weeny 

Yellow Polka Dot Bikini 
• Platinum and 3rd in 

division  
• �th Place .ini Hot 

Shots 
 
Somewhere Over The 

Rainbow 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division 
• �th place .ini Hot-

Shots 
 
Meet The Flintstones 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division  
• 1st in -ittle Big8ig 

Large Groups 
 

Route �� 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division 
• 1st in -ittle Big 8ig 

Duo/Trio 
 
Inspector Gadget 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division 
• +udges Choice ȅCre-

ative Cuties. So enter-
taining, adored chore-
ography and costuming”

• 2nd in .ini Bigwigs 
duo/trio 
 
Beautiful Sound 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division  
• 3rd Place .ini Hot-

Shot Duo/Trio 
 
Singing in the rain 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division 
• 1st in -ittle Big8ig 

SuperGroup 
 
Jump Jive n Wail 
• %iamond and 1st in 

division  
• 4tand out award 

(Technique and Execu-
tion) 

• 2nd place +unior 
MegaStar duo/trio 
 
Scooby 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division  
• �th .ini Hot4hot 
 
Legs 
• %iamond and 2nd in 

division  
•  E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

award 
• �th place +unior 

MegaStar small group 
• �th overall in .ega-

Star category 
 

Oh My God You Guys  
• Platinum and 1st in 

division 
• 2nd place Kr hotshot 

large group 
 
Shapeshifter 
• Platinum and 3rd in 

division 
• �th overall hotshot  
 
Us 
• Platinum and 2nd in 

division  
• �th overall hotshot 
 
I Enjoy Being a Girl 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division 
•  E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

award 
• 3rd overall hotshot  
 
I Wanna Dance With 

Somebody 
• %iamond and 2nd in 

division 
Judges Choice “In-

credible jazz solo. So 
much energy, radiating 
joy, connecting the song 
with movement and ex-
pression.” 
 
Cold Hearted 
• %iamond and 1st in 

division  
• �th overall teen 

MegaStar solo 
 
Sunday Kind of Love 
• Platinum and 1st in 

division  
• �th in senior .ega-

Star solos 
 
Sit Down You’re Rock-

ing the Boat 
• %iamond and 1st in 

division 
• 1st teen .ega4tar 

large group 
• 2nd on 7IP list 
 
Studio owner and 

dance instructor Lau-
ren Holley said “Our 
girls left VIP Dance with 
the biggest smiles! Being 
awarded several Judg-
es choice awards, Most 
Entertaining awards, 
Standout Award and ev-
ery dance earning a high 
overall score is the icing 
on the cake of our 2023 
competition season! Up 
next is recital and our 
Dollywood performance 
in Pigeon Forge!” 
The 11th annual Stu-

dio 88 dance recital is 
scheduled for June 17 
at Tallahassee Commu-
nity College. All dancers, 
both recreational and 
competitive, will light up 
the stage and show off 
all the new dances they 
have worked so hard on 
this season. There will 
be 3 different shows at 
10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m. 
and � p�m�  
Studio 88 is again 

offering summer dance 
classes beginning in 
July. Summer classes 
will include options for 
Ballet, Tap and Jazz 
for ages 18 months to 8 
years and Hip Hop for 
dancers � to 1� years 
old. 
Studio 88 Dance Pro-

ductions is a platinum 
award-winning dance 
studio that helps young 
dancers discover their 
full potential and devel-
op their love for dance. 
Contact the studio at 
	��0
�2�-�0�� or visit 
their website www.dan-
cestudio88.com for more 
information or to regis-
ter for summer dance 
classes. 

Studio 88 dancers shine at VIP Dance Competition
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AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

DEP says no to county’s springs protection eff orts 

WKPP divers Steve Cox and Blake Wilson in the Turner Sink cave system on Jan. 14. � e two divers found the tunnel 
that links Chip’s Hole, a sinkhole north of Bloxham Cuto�  near U.S. Highway 319, with Wakulla Springs.

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• .ore reporters on the street
• .ore local news about our com-

munity
• .ore local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

I had written a nice 
little column this week 
about the county’s efforts 
to pass a springs protec-
tion ordinance – some 
strict new regulations 
on protecting Wakulla’s 
underground caves from 
potential contamination 
from surface pollution.
It was an explainer col-

umn with some praise for 
elected officials and staff 
working in good faith 
to protect groundwater. 
And I took a few jabs at 
the Tallahassee Demo-
crat’s flub of a story that 
came out .onday�
But then came the 

bombshell at .onday 
night’s county commis-
sion meeting: County 
Administrator David Ed-
wards and County Attor-
ney Heather Encinosa 
told commissioners that 
at a meeting with officials 
from the state Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection they were told 
in no uncertain terms 
that DEP would not ap-
prove the county’s ordi-

nance.
Edwards and Encino-

sa had met with DEP offi-
cials and general counsel 
on Friday. 
“DEP would not ap-

prove any heightened 
regulation by Wakulla 
County,” Edwards told 
commissioners.
All five commissioners 

looked stunned. 
Commission Chair 

Ralph Thomas sought 
clarification: “So they’re 
going to deny the ordi-
nance as submitted?”
Edwards answered 

that DEP views the siting 
of underground tanks – 
meaning especially gas 
tanks – as its purview 
and it preempts any 
county regulation.
Encinosa reiterated 

that: DEP would not en-
tertain heightened regu-
lations.
Commissioner Chuck 

Hess looked disgusted 
and sighed out: “D-E-P. 
Don’t Expect Protection.”
Hess bemoaned that 

while every other coun-
ty in Florida has some 
level of confining soil to 
protect the underground 
water, Wakulla does not. 

.eaning anything 
spilled on the surface 
goes right through the 
sand and limestone into 
the water – into Wakulla 
Springs and the county’s 
drinking water.
The county had pro-

posed deeper soil bor-
ings for sites with under-
ground tanks, a second 

review of the developer’s 
report, monthly monitor-
ing, and more.

.any citi[ens have 
been urging even tight-
er regulations than the 
county had proposed in 
the ordinance – much of 
the debate was about set-
backs from known caves. 
Edwards had said at past 
meetings that setbacks 
were the original idea, 
but there is no way to 
have a surveyor put up 
red flags on private land 
that mark the extent of 
the caverns 200 feet be-
low ground. 
Earlier in the day, be-

fore commission meeting, 
I talLed to Casey .c,in-

lay of 8,PP who told me 
the group does map the 
location of the caves, and 
said he believes the accu-
racy is very good. “How-
ever, if we’re arguing 5 
or 10 feet here or there, 
I don’t understand that 
argument,” he said.
Instead, he said 

8,PPȂs Kob is to let peo-
ple know “there is a very 
large cave system here” 
on this property. 
All for naught.
At the start of the 

county commission 
meeting, citizen David 
Damon had been asking 
commissioners what the 
county would do to pre-
vent an underground gas 

tank being located over 
a cave. Turns out, they 
can’t do anything. 
In my original column, 

I wrote something about 
the challenge faced by 
the county in coming up 
with regulations to pro-
tect water was also an 
opportunity to do some-
thing that could poten-
tially be a model for other 
Florida counties.
Never mind.
It appears the com-

mission won’t choose to 
waste its time on a battle 
they can’t win.
As Edwards told them: 

DEP is a brick wall, and 
he’s crashed into enough 
of them to know the wall 

wins. 

And here, I can’t re-
sist: We all make mis-
takes  occasionally, but 
the Democrat’s big flub 
in the story was attrib-
uting a quote to “Heather 
Bryan, the county’s exec-
utive director” when they 
meant Heather Encinosa, 
the county attorney. 
Heather Bryan is the 

executive director of the 
Wakulla Chamber of 
Commerce and had noth-
ing to do with any of this.

William Snowden is ed-
itor and publisher of The 
Wakulla Sun.

Calendar of events for the week of June 8
On the Horizon

� ursday, June 8

• St. Marks City Commission meets 
at 6 p.m. at City Hall.
• • Th e Sopchoppy Depot Commit-
tee meeting will be held at the Depot, 
34 Railroad Avenue at 5 p.m.
• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla Coun-
ty meets at the TCC Wakulla Center 
at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night 
will be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran 
Road in Crawfordville, every Th urs-
day. Th ere will be concessions and 
raffl  es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. 
and Yin Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. 
Classes are $12, packages available 
at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. Please RSVP email at new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Friday, June 9

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 

noon and 8 p.m. every Friday at the 
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Saturday, June 10
 
• Panacea Farmers Market will be 
held in Downtown Panacea next to 
the Panacea fi re department from 9 
a.m. to noon. Local vendors will be 
selling homemade and homegrown 
items and food vendors will be there.
• Salvation Army’s 3rd Annual 
Saltwater Slam fi shing tournament 
at Shields Marina in St. Marks. To 
register, go to https://bit.ly/saltwa-
terslamsalvationarmy. For questions, 
please contact Brittany Christie at 
850-222-0304.
• Meet the Critters with Florida Wild 
Mammal Association at 30 Palms 
in St. Marks from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Photos with animals, bouncy house, 
food concessions. $10 donation at 
the door.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Com-
munity Center from 9 to 10 a.m. 

All ability levels are welcome; please 
wear comfortable clothing. For ques-
tions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 
850-228-9214.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Monday, June 12

• Planning commission meets in the 
commission boardroom at 6 p.m.
• City of Sopchoppy meets at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall.
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Com-
munity Center from 9 to 10 a.m. 
All ability levels are welcome; please 
wear comfortable clothing. For ques-
tions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 
850-228-9214.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is 
available weekly for anyone with 
memory impairment at no cost from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church.
• Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Re-
storative Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe. 
Classes are $12, packages available 
at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 

Hwy. Please RSVP email at new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, June 13
 
• Chamber Lunch and Learn: “What 
to do when disaster strikes – your 
claim duties” will be held at English 
Financial beginning at noon, hosted 
by Clay and Angie Bozeman of  
Guardian Public Adjusting. RSVP by 
calling 850-926-1848.
• Sopchoppy Community Dinner is 
held every week at the Towles House 
at 6:30 p.m. 
• Yin Yoga at 10:30 a.m. and Flow 
Yoga at 6 p.m. with Nellie. Classes are 
$12, packages available at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. Please 
RSVP email at newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, June 14

• 'LA( %A:
• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Com-
munity Center from 9 to 10 a.m. 
All ability levels are welcome; please 
wear comfortable clothing. For ques-
tions call Rich or Terri Bushman at 
850-228-9214.
• Line Dance class will be held at 1 
p.m. at the Wakulla Senior Center.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and at 6:30 p.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

� ursday, June 15

• Th e Wakulla County Cancer Sup-
port Group will meet in the Edu-
cation Center of the Crawfordville 
United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. 
Th is group meeting is for men and 
women, regardless of the type of can-
cer. Spouses, caregivers, and friends 
are welcome. For more information, 
call 850-926-6050.
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ HIAWATHA SCOTT III
BIGAAA PRESSURE WASHING

“S w eet Shoepeg 
c orn on the c ob 
and barbec ue 

ri bs .”

CHARLES TOLES
BIG BEND DISTRIBUTORS

“ Fi s h Tac os .”

P olled at Craw f ordv i lle Q ui c k Stop:

HEATHER HICK S
BEACH PIT – SERVER

“H ot w i ngs  and 
Margar i ta, have  

to have  them 
toge ther. Li f e on 
the beac h at St. 

G eorge .”

“S hri mp,  I li ke 
them boi led or 

f ri ed.”

BOBBY EV ANS
RETIRED HAIR DRESSER

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

STEP HANIE MANN
RETIRED

“ It has  to be 
s eaf ood, g rouper 

fi ngers are my 
f av ori te.”

What is your favorite summertime food?

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

Hello, June! School is out for the 
summer, and 4-H has a few openings 
for 4-H camp. Staff and volunteers 
are busy training, and spots are go-
ing fast. If you and your kids are 
interested, call the Wakulla County 
Extension office for more informa-
tion.
Also, there is a need for a new 

cooking club leader, since Saman-
tha Isaacs will be busy teaching and 
coaching at Wakulla Middle School 
this coming year. If you love to cook, 
and want to share that enthusiasm 
with eager young minds, consider 
volunteering with 4-H!
Recently, I have noticed a whole 

lot of social media buzz about the 
proposed reno/update of Wakulla 
High School. I thought it might be 
relevant  to share the perspective of 
a former school board member on 
the topic.
First, despite widespread con-

viction, this has NOTHING to do 
with football and preventing an in-
tra-county rivalry. It has EVERY-
THING to do with the State of Florida 
and its requirements that must be 
met in order to qualify for state mon-
ies to help pay for a new high school.
Florida law requires schools to be 

very overcrowded, well past full ca-
pacity, to be eligible for state fund-
ing. According to the FDOE, Wakulla 
High isn’t there yet, at all. In order to 

build a completely new facility, with 
all the amenities we have in Medart, 
costs could approach $80 million or 
more. Add to that the duplication of 
staff, teachers, programs and ser-
vices, and the costs become nearly 
insurmountable. Even with the addi-
tional tax revenue the county would 
need to assess, it would be a heavy 
load to lift.
Conversely, the original high 

school facility is well past its expira-
tion date and showing its age. Flor-
ida considers the new plan a fiscal-
ly sound one that will give Wakulla 
years of additional service. When our 
population does exceed the facility, 
we can qualify for state monies to 
provide a second high school.
Don’t forget our tax funding comes 

from one quarter of our actual coun-
ty land mass. Only one quarter of 

the county can actually be devel-
oped. Obviously, this limits the size 
of our population and our available 
tax revenues
So, unless we find a very wealthy 

philanthropist willing to underwrite 
the costs of a second high school, 
Wakulla County must continue to 
rely on the State of Florida for any 
new schools. Or taxpayers can agree 
to levy much higher ad valorem tax-
es.
Hope this helps to clarify the dis-

cussion.
Condolences to Clementine (Clem) 

Bunker, on the loss of her beloved 
sister. Please remember Clem and 
her family in your prayers, as well as 
Sebastian Mosely. Little Sebastian 
continues to grow stronger, which 
allows him to remain on the heart 
transplant waiting list.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

“As a young boy, I was encour-
aged to go into the service. I didn’t 
really have a reason. I just thought 
it would be something to do that 
would give me some benefits, and 
I would be able to help my mother, 
provide care for my older sister and 
brother. My stepfather had been 
killed when the sawmill in Sopchop-
py blew up. It was a very sad time in 
our community.
“I was one of those blessed to 

serve our country and return home. 
I was in the U.S. Navy.
“I went a lot of places and did a 

lot of things. When I got back home, 
things were a lot different.
“Being 94 years old, I still remem-

ber a lot about Navy life and serving 
our country.”
Memorial Day was celebrated 

with family and friends. It’s a time to 
remember those fallen soldiers and 
thank the Lord for those still stand-
ing.

Skipper Temple Church of Christ 
will celebrate its 35th anniversa-
ry on Sunday, June 11 at 3 p.m. 
Preacher will be Elder Willie L. Man-
ning and Spring Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church of Tallahasssee. We 
invite family and friends to the great 
celebration. Host pastor Ethel M. 
Skipper.

Zion Hill Primitive Baptist Church 
will be celebrating the pastor anni-
versary of Elder Ervin Donaldson on 
Sunday, June 11. Mother Dove Ros-
ier extends an invitation of welcome 
to everyone.

Happy birthday to Arienna Haw-

kins, Christian Skipper on June 4, 
Rodney N. Smith III on June 4, La-
trelle Skipper on June 9, John John-
son on June 20, Ethel M. Skipper on 
June 23, Willie Skipper Jr. on June 
25, Grasie Williams on June 27, 
Nelson Smith on June 28, and Ba-
kari Hines on June 13. 

Our prayers and concern goes out 
to all the sick and shut-in, those in 
hospitals, nursing homes, prison, 
the homeless, those who have lost 
loved ones and family members. Let 
us pray for the young people all over 
this world.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Activity reported for the week of 
May 26 to June 1:

FRIDAY, MAY 26

• Regina %eering reported that her 
debit card was lost after her hus-
band made a trip to the store. Upon 
contacting their bank to cancel the 
debit card, Deering was advised of a 
recent purchase for $246.31 at the 
Dollar General at Crawfordville High-
way and East Ivan Road. Contact was 
made with the Dollar General Store 
manager who advised she remembers 
the person who came into the store 
and used the card. Security footage 
is available of the incident. This case 
has been sent to detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy Dustin Mat-
thews investigated.

• 8almart Asset Protection report-
ed a man walking past the last point 
of sale with store merchandise with-
out paying. Contact was eventually 
made with the a white Honda Accord 
the subject was driving. Upon contact 
with the male subject who was identi-
fied as being Darrius Smith, the 40lb 
bag of dogfood which was described 
as stolen by Walmart staff was discov-
ered in the back seat compartment of 
the suspect’s car. Smith was detained 
and transported to the WCSO Jail Fa-
cility without incident. Deputy Kend-
rick Gavin investigated.

SATURDAY, MAY 27

• .ichael +ohnson reported his ve-
hicle being vandalized in the parking 
lot of Bridle Wood Apartments. Some-
one scratched a slur into the paint of 
his vehicle. Johnson was able to pro-
vide a possible suspect in this case. 
Due to no paint and body shops being 
open, an estimate of the cost of repair 
couldn’t be provided at the time of the 
report. This case has been sent to de-
tectives for further investigation. Dep-
uty Dustin Matthews investigated. 

• %avid 4eal reported his mailboY 
being damaged beyond repair. It ap-
peared someone had beaten the mail-
box with a bat. Seal’s mailbox was the 
only mailbox damaged on the street. 
He was able to provide a possible sus-
pect in this case. The mailbox was 
valued at $19.99. Deputy Rudolph 
Hinson investigated.

SUNDAY, MAY 28

• 5homas %arragh reported a bur-
glary to his deceased mother’s res-
idence. Darragh advised no one has 
resided at the residence for some 
time. Darragh last checked the resi-
dence over six months ago. Over 400 
Holiday Barbie Dolls in the original 
packaging were stolen. Each Bar-
bie was valued at between $100 and 
$300. This case has been sent to de-
tectives for further investigation. Dep-
uty Shayne Broxie investigated. 

• (arrett Edenfield was arrested for 

criminal mischief after he busted the 
rear window out of a 2023 Kia driv-
en by Anthony Huntsinger. Edenfield 
was transported to the Wakulla Jail 
without incident. Sgt. Michael Alex-
ander investigated. 

MONDAY, MAY 29

• Roger 8hite reported his tenant 
was stealing items from his rent-
al home. White stated some of the 
items had been posted on Facebook 
by the tenant. White is in the process 
of evicting the suspect. White went to 
check on the property and discovered 
the locks had been changed and he 
was no longer in contact with the sus-
pect. It is undetermined at this time 
what items were sold or removed from 
the home. This case has been sent to 
detectives for further investigation. 
Deputy Dakota Haddock investigated.

• A witness observed a subKect eY-
iting the woods carrying copper from 
the Hamptons Townhomes complex. 
The witness gave a description of the 
subject and his vehicle. The vehicle 
was soon located, and the driver, Rob-
ert Lombardi, was identified. Further 
investigation revealed Lombardi had 
allegedly burglarized several of the 
new townhomes and stolen copper 
from the construction sites. Lombardi 
was arrested and charged with Grand 
Theft, Criminal Mischief, Burglary, 
and driving while license suspended 
or revoked (DWLSR). Deputy Anthony 
Paul investigated. 

TUESDAY, MAY 30

• +ohn Bodiford reported his shed 
had caught fire. The shed was deemed 
a total loss. Bodiford stated he had 
miscellaneous tools and equipment 
in the shed valued at approximately 
$15,000. Fire and Rescue were un-
able to determine the source, but do 
not believe foul play was involved. 
Deputy Dakota Haddock investigated.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31

• BenKamin 4pivey was arrested 
for trespassing after he disrobed and 
got into the pool at the victim’s resi-
dence. The homeowner arrived back 
at their property and advised they 
did not know Spivey and he want-
ed him arrested. The victim’s young 
daughter had been in the residence 
observing Spivey during the incident. 
Spivey was arrested for trespassing 
and transported to the jail without in-
cident. Sgt. Michael Alexander inves-
tigated.

THURSDAY, JUNE 1

• Brittany 5imberlaLe reported two 
fishing poles missing from her back 
porch. Timberlake named a possible 
suspect in this case and advised the 
suspect is attempting to sell the fish-
ing poles to her boyfriend. This case 
has been sent to detectives for fur-
ther investigation. Deputy Michelle 
Stripling investigated.

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri  ’s Report
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

Recently, Joe and I 
compared four Heckler 
and Koch handguns. Two 
of them were striker-fired 
guns and two were ham-
mer-fired. Thank you to 
our friends who loan us 
guns so we can discuss 
them.
Now, my opinion is 

that the more mature 
people and mainly mil-
itary-trained men pre-
fer hammer guns. For 
some reason, Joe heartily 
agrees.
So, I put forth my case 

before the deputy at the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office range. Of course, 
he’s a bit mature too, but 
I’m sure he’s up to the 
more modern striker-fired 
guns and he’ll listen to 
reason.
He turns in his seat 

so we can see what he’s 
carrying. He grins.
Sure enough, he’s car-

rying a hammer-fired gun. 
Drat. And he’s laughing 
with Joe because I did, 
ahem, make the error of 
firmly stating that the old-
er guys like hammer-fired 
guns best.
Today we’re compar-

ing my new striker-fired 
Heckler & Koch VP9 with 
Joe’s hammer-fired H&K 
P30L. They are both 9mm 
handguns. We had tried 
a friend’s VP9 Match gun 
against that P30L a few 
weeks ago, and the P30L 
edged in front of the VP9 
Match gun.
Well, that was a fluke. 
Maybe the borrowed 

Match gun wasn’t sight-
ed in the best. Maybe the 
barrel wasn’t as good as it 

should have been. Maybe 
it was “cockpit error” and 
Joe and I just didn’t shoot 
it well that day. 
So now I have a new 

VP9. This one is mine. I’ve 
just cleaned and lubed 
it. Striker-fired. It’s going 
to beat out Joe’s ham-
mer-fired P30L. Which, he 
maintains, was personally 
worked over by Bruce 
Gray of Gray Guns. Bruce 
did some Teflon coating 
and some trigger work. 
According to Joe, Bruce is 
the Guru of Guns.
Yawn.
A cool thing about my 

striker-fired VP9 is that 
it comes with three back-
straps and three sets of 
grip side straps for the 
grip. I choose the smallest 
backstrap for my small 
hands.
“Do you want the small 

side straps too?” asks Joe, 
because he has just pulled 
the pin out holding them 
in place.
“No, the smaller side 

straps don’t have a palm 
swell, and I like to feel it in 
my hand,” I reply. We keep 
the medium side straps on 
the gun.
The VP9 feels good in 

my hand, and now it’s 
personalized for me.
We’re at the WCSO 

range and we’re ready to 
shoot. We agree to shoot-
five rounds from each gun. 
We’re using 124-grain re-
loaded 9mm rounds and 
are shooting at 5.5-inch 
targets.
I like Joe to shoot his 

P30L first. All his rounds 
hit on the target. No tight 
groupings, but hitting a 
target that small is pretty 
darn good.
Then he shoots my new 

VP9. The bullets hit the 
target.
But there’s a problem. 

The slide doesn’t lock 
back. Hm.
Next, it’s my turn to 

shoot his P30L. I hit the 
target with all five shots. 
Now, it’s time to take 

my new personalized VP9 
into my hands and shoot.
Blam! Nice.  Blam! 

Stovepipe!
Dump magazine. Pull 

slide to dump stovepipe 
and check chamber.
Magazine back in grip. 

Trigger pull. Blam! The 
casing stands up in the 
ejection port again. Stove-
pipe!
Drat. I drop the maga-

zine and then dump that 
errant casing.
“I do not think you 

limp-wristed the gun,” 
Joe says.
You know, we gals hate 

to even hear the term 
“limp-wristed.”
I grab the gun even 

tighter and shoot two 
more times. 
Ha! Two bullseyes. 
I’m feeling smug until 

I notice the slide isn’t 
locked back.
What???
“There seems to be a 

problem,” says Joe. “The 
slide should have locked 
back when the magazine 
was empty. It didn’t when 
you shot and when I shot.
 You shouldn’t have 

had stovepipes, either. 
I think I know what’s 
wrong. We’ll go to the 
range and try out a dif-
ferent 124-grain ammu-
nition. You’ve been using 
reloads. A better-quality 

name-brand ammunition 
might work better. Also, 
the gun might shoot better 
with heavier NATO rounds 
or 147-grain rounds. We’ll 
see.”
I’m not thrilled. My oth-

er two 9mm handguns 
use 124-grain reloads 
most of the time because, 
well, reloads are generally 
cheaper than most name-
brand rounds. A 9mm 
that’s picky about using 
reloads? Get with the pro-
gram, VP9.
Back at a range, Joe 

loads five rounds of those 
name-brand 124-grain 
rounds this time.
What do you know? All 

five rounds hit the target 
and the slide locks back.
I shoot next and the 

gun works just fine.
Joe’s pretty sure the 

gun prefers this name-
brand ammunition. To 
test his theory, he puts 
in some more of those re-
loads from the box we had 
used previously.
What do you know 

again? All five rounds he 
shoots cycle smoothly and 
the slide locks back.
Hm.
So, I take my five rounds 

and shoot that VP9. Those 
rounds hit the target and 
the slide locks back.
For now, it looks like 

the problem isn’t a pref-
erence for name-brand 
ammunition or heavier 
rounds.
Our friend Albert says 

he had discussed new gun 
behavior with George at 
NoShoe. He says George 
advised running 200 
rounds through a new gun 
before considering the gun 
has a real problem. 
We’ve heard this before, 

but we’ve been fortunate 
that the new guns we’ve 
owned or tested have cy-
cled well right out of the 
box. 
This doesn’t happen 

with every gun. Some 
handguns seem to require 
a 100 or 200 round break-
in period. 
If your handgun doesn’t 

act perfectly right away, 
try different things. 
You might want to ask 

someone knowledgeable 
to shoot your gun. You 
might want to load dif-
ferent grain ammunition. 
You might want to try 
name-brand ammuni-
tion instead of cheaper 

reloads. You might just 
patiently shoot your gun 
until you’ve shot a hun-
dred rounds or more.
Remember, if you get a 

stovepipe, keep the barrel 
pointed downrange. Do 
not pull the trigger a sec-
ond time. Drop the mag-
azine. Pull the slide back 
to inspect the chamber. If 
the chamber is clear, then 
reload your magazine, put 
it in the grip, pull back 
the slide and try shooting 
again. 
If this doesn’t work, you 

may need to clean and 
lubricate your gun. And 
you did clean and lubri-
cate your new gun before 
bringing it to the range, 
didn’t you?
Give your new gun a 

chance to behave.
Now, back to the ques-

tion of hammer-fired guns 
versus striker-fired guns. 
Which is best?
I’m sticking to my guns. 

Striker-fired that is.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

More striker vs. hammer guns and a new handgun

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR
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BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob 
� ompson, on his weekly wildlife survey at the 
park last week, snapped this photo of an osprey 

and chick in a nest overlooking the river.



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, June 8, 2023 – Page 7

The motto of  the 
Coast Guard is Semper 
Paratus, always ready. 
We hope that you will be 
semper paratus should 
we see the effects of a 
storm in our area!
To help you navi-

gate what preparedness 
means, think about 
what you would need 
to be safe if you did not 
have access to food, 
water or medicine for up 
to a week. Do you have 
enough water, non-per-
ishable food (can open-
er too), medicines, pet 
supplies, cash, flash-
lights and batteries, 
hygiene items and toilet 
paper? If you or some-
one with you got hurt, 
do you have a first aid 
kit? Wipes for the bath-
room and your hands 
will be needed so you do 
not waste water. If you 
have young children, be 
sure to have diapers, 
formula (if needed) and 
a special comfort toy/
blanket. A dry change of 
clothing for each mem-
ber of your family in a 
zip lock bag can be a 
welcome comfort if you 
are in flood prone areas. 
While all of this may 

seem unnecessary, it is 

better to be prepared 
and not need the sup-
plies than be without 
after a disaster. 
It is also important 

to know the difference 
between a watch and 
a warning. According 
to NOAA, in a Hurri-
cane Watch, hurricane 
conditions are possi-
ble within the specified 
coastal area. Because 
hurricane preparedness 
activities become diffi-
cult once winds reach 
tropical storm force, 
the hurricane watch 
is issued 48 hours in 
advance of the antic-
ipated onset of tropi-
cal-storm-force winds.
In a Hurricane Warn-

ing, hurricane condi-
tions are expected in 

the specified area of 
the warning. Because 
hurricane preparedness 
activities become diffi-
cult once winds reach 
tropical storm force, 
the hurricane warning 
is issued 36 hours in 
advance of the antic-
ipated onset of tropi-
cal-storm-force winds.
For Tropical Storm 

Watches and Warnings, 
take these alerts seri-
ously. Although Tropi-
cal Storms have lower 
wind speeds than hurri-
canes, they often bring 
life-threatening flooding 
and dangerous winds. 
Take precautions!
To assess your risk, 

visit NOAA at noaa.gov/
hurricane-prep

Thanks to Sherrie, 
we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no 
accident!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out 
our website at www.us-
cgaux.net follow us on 
FaceBook @ Apalachee 
Bay Flotilla 12 or con-
tact our Flotilla Com-
mander Phil Hill at pnk-
khill2000@yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, 
Staff Officer for Vessel 
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. 
For more information, 
please visit www.cgaux.
org.

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown Treadon

The motto of  the 
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumi nati on

Moon Illumi nati on

Moon Illumi nati on
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Moon Illumi nati on

Moon Illumi nati on

Moon Illumi nati on

Ci ty of  St. Marks

St. Teres a, Turkey P t.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
Fi rs t

June 26
Full

July 3
Las t

June 10
New

June 18

June 1 – 3, 1 8 – 30

8

9

1 0

1 1

1 2

1 3

1 4

1 1 :4 6 P M 4 :33AM

1 2:27AM 5:28 AM

1 :03AM 6 :1 8 AM

1 :35AM 7:06 AM

2:06 AM 7:52AM

2:37AM 8 :38 AM

3:08 AM 9 :25AM

1 0:26 AM 5:01 P M

1 1 :34 AM 5:53P M

1 2:4 1 P M 6 :4 2P M

1 :4 4 P M 7:29 P M

2:4 6 P M 8 :1 5P M

3:4 7P M 9 :01 P M

4 :50P M 9 :4 9 P M

8

9

1 0

1 1

1 2

1 3

1 4

6 :34 AM
8 :37P M

1 2:31 AM
1 1 :1 1 AM

Moon ri s e/ s etSun ri s e/ s et

Moon ri s e/ s etSun ri s e/ s et

Moon ri s e/ s etSun ri s e/ s et

Moon ri s e/ s etSun ri s e/ s et

Moon ri s e/ s etSun ri s e/ s et

Moon ri s e/ s etSun ri s e/ s et

Moon ri s e/ s etSun ri s e/ s et

6 :34 AM
8 :37P M

1 :1 2AM
1 2:1 9 P M

6 :34 AM
8 :37P M

1 :4 8 AM
1 :26 P M

6 :34 AM
8 :38 P M

2:20AM
2:29 P M

6 :34 AM
8 :38 P M

2:51 AM
3:31 P M

6 :34 AM
8 :39 P M

3:22AM
4 :32P M

6 :34 AM
8 :39 P M

3:53AM
5:35P M

76 %

6 5%

54 %

4 2%

32%

22%
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FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.

From FWC

Th is  repor t  r ep -
resents some events 
the FWC handled over 
May 19-25 in the North-
west region. (There were 
no cases reported for 
Wakulla County.) 

OFFSHORE PATROL

• 8hile conducting 
offshore patrol south of 
Franklin County, Offi-
cers Stallings, Hartzog 
and Nelson conducted 
a resource inspection 
of a recreational fishing 
vessel. During the in-
spection the occupants 
of the vessel told the 

officers they had not 
caught any fish. The 
officers discovered two 
large red snapper on 
board the vessel. Ap-
propriate action was 
taken regarding the 
violations.

• 8hile conducting 
offshore patrol south 
of Franklin County, 
Officers Hartzog and 
Nelson observed a ves-
sel displaying a dive 
flag. The vessel occu-
pants told the officers 
they speared several 
black grouper. The of-
ficers conducted a re-
source inspection and 
discovered the subjects 
had not speared any 

black grouper but had 
speared three gag grou-
per. Currently gag grou-
per is closed in state 
and federal waters. Two 
of the three gag grouper 
were also undersized. 
The officers took appro-
priate action to address 
the violations.

GULF COUNTY

• 8hile conducting 
a resource inspection, 
Officer Gerber discov-
ered whole stone crabs 
and claws in the sub-
ject’s vehicle. They were 
in possession of eight 
whole stone crabs and 
20 claws in total. Thir-

teen of the claws were 
undersized and the sea-
son was closed. The 
subject was cited for the 
violations. 

• 4enior 0fficer .� 
Webb was conducting 
boating safety and re-
source inspections on 
vessels returning from 
fishing at a local ramp. 
A vessel with no reg-
istration displayed re-
turned with two people 
on board. An inspection 
revealed the captain 
was in possession of 
a greater amberjack 
during closed season. 
A citation was issued 
to the captain of the 
vessel.

FWC Law Enforcement Report

Hello, Wakulla.

I hope everyone had a good Memorial Day week-
end. I had another open water class that weekend. 
The first couple of dives were in the jetties in St. 
Andrew Park in Panama City Beach. I like to get all 
the skills done there so the students will be ready 
when we go to the big water offshore a few miles. I 
would advise anyone that wants to spend the day 
at the jetties to get to the park at 8 a.m. central so 
you can get a good parking spot. When I got there 
at 7:30 a.m. the line was already backed up to the 
road before the gate.
The class went good with the normal weighting 

issues going from a fresh water pool to saltwater. 
Once we got the buoyancy right we were ready for 
the class to demonstrate their skills under water. 
We made a couple of dives to get them done, after-
wards we rinsed the gear in fresh water and loaded 
the vehicles. 
We decided to go to my favorite restaurant  “Dat 

Cajun Place” (shameless plug) on Thomas Drive. 
They have a bread pudding to die for.
The next day, Memorial Day, we met at the boat 

at 8 a.m. We got the gear and tanks on board then 
the Captain gave his welcome and safety briefing 
Then we got underway while the divemaster gave 
his briefing. It was about a 45 minute ride to the 
first dive site, the Red Sea. 
Once the divemaster went down to tie up the an-

chor rope he came back on the boat to give us the 
conditions around the wreck. The visibility was 70-
80 feet but there was a 3-5 knot current going bow 
to stern, there was a slight surface current of 2-3 
knots and 1-2 foot swells.We jumped in the water 
and began the descent to the wreck. Pulling down 
to the anchor rope on the swim line you could see 
the wreck from a couple feet under water.
The dive went well and it was time to get back 

on the boat for our 1-hour surface interval. After 
discussing with the captain, we decided to move to 
one of the bridge spans in the area. After the surface 
interval we geared up and jumped in the water to 
make our way down to the span. The visibility was 
about 10 feet less but still had the same current. 
My new divers swam around the span while I de-

scended to the bottom of 70 feet. I saw a couple of 
starfish and lots of bait fish swimming around me. 
At one point all the fish disappeared kind of like 

in finding Nemo, when I looked up and there was a 
5-6 foot sandbar shark that was stopped nose-to-
nose in front of me. We were both hovering about 
6 feet off the bottom. It was only a couple minutes 
but it was fascinating to see it so close. 
It was time for me to surface so I tapped it on the 

nose lightly with my knuckle and it left very quickly 
so that was my Shark Week moment. 
Keep making bubbles.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999

24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  



Page 8 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, June 8, 2023 www.thewakullasun.com

An often-overlooked consequence of unforgiveness

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

In the Bible, God tells 
us to forgive people who 
irritate us. In a former 
neighborhood, I lived 
near someone who had 
the reputation of belit-
tling others. Although I 

tried to be a good neigh-
bor and spend time with 
her, she seemed deter-
mined to live in her pain. 
One sleepless night, I 

wrestled with the memory 
of an event that happened 
a number of years ago. I 
tossed and turned for 
hours thinking of it. Like 
a rerun of a bad movie, 
her critical words and 
selfish behavior echoed 
in my head.
Tears rolled down my 

cheeks. The familiar (and 
hated) flush of anger filled 
my soul. I knew I had to 
make a choice: obey God 
and forgive my neigh-
bor, or obey Satan and 
give in to the destructive 

rage. I struggled between 
rehashing the hurtful 
encounters and recall-
ing Bible verses about 
forgiveness. Thankfully, 
after an hour or so, God 
won.
I stayed awake a little 

longer, joyously thanking 
God for loving me enough 
to give me the grace (and 
the will) to obey His Word, 
and then slept like a 
person in a My Pillow 
commercial.
However, even in my 

relief, I knew it wouldn’t 
be long before I’d be fight-
ing the same battle again, 
if not with her, then with 
someone else. Will I have 
the desire and strength to 

overcome the next time? 
Or will I allow my emo-
tions and will to dictate 
otherwise? 
When we’re tempted 

by corrupt emotions, we 
often forget about one of 
the worst consequences 
of giving into unforgive-
ness (or any sin, for that 
matter) – shame.
Even emotional sins 

like unforgiveness and 
bitterness destroy parts 
of our character. When 
we don’t forgive, we be-
have and speak in ways 
we’re not proud of. The 
shame that pours over 
us erodes away who we 
are and who we want to 
become. (I often wonder 

if perhaps this is why the 
neighbor I spoke about 
behaved the way she did. 
This thought makes me 
sad.)
How often have you 

embarrassed yourself 
– not to mention blown 
your witness (your rep-
utation as a Christ-fol-
lower) with your unloving 
behavior?
Perhaps praying Psalm 

25:2 (ESV) every morning 
(and as often as neces-
sary) will help: “O my 
God, in you I trust; let 
me not be put to shame; 
let not my enemies exult 
over me.”
Is your sin of unfor-

giveness worth the shame 

it brings? 
We glorify God when 

we allow His Spirit to 
help us walk obediently 
before Him. In contrast, 
the devil loves to hold our 
sins over us and celebrate 
our path to destruction. 
He tries to convince us 
that we can’t triumph 
over unforgiveness. But 
Satan is a liar. God’s pow-
er eclipses Satan’s. 
Every. Single. Time.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n
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Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
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850 745- 8359

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n
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Cremain spaces available.
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Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
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1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
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Facebook - Seas Parish
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United 
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Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By CHERYL CRUCE

For the most part, 
we all have one special 
guest we want to please, 
so we work to make ev-
erything perfect. It is not 
the guest who desires 
perfection, although the 
hostess insists that ev-
ery nook be immaculate. 
For my family, it was 
my Aunt Ann and Uncle 
Jack. Their visit always 
involved a deep cleaning 
ritual as Mom prepared 
the house for their stay. 

The extra chores in-
cluded young and old 
alike. The knick-knacks 
(too many to count) were 
taken from their shelves 
to be hand washed in 
hot soapy water, then 
dried and replaced in 
their freshly dusted 
resting place. Furniture 
would be cleansed with 
Murphy’s Oil Soap while 
the cushions aired in the 
sunshine. 
The kitchen and din-

ing rooms were the last 
areas to be scrubbed. 
The pantry would be or-
ganized, along with the 
pots and pans. Even-
tually, the Currier and 
Ives dishes were placed 
in the sink and thor-
oughly cleaned for our 
evening meals. These 
dishes were reserved for 
special occasions, such 
as the arrival of Aunt 

Ann and Uncle Jack. 
Everything looked fresh 
and clean when all was 
complete, including the 
family pets.
I remember the ex-

citement of seeing our 
aunt and uncle arrive for 
the week, although their 
visit meant extra work. 
Upon reflection, I now 
understand the reason 
behind the preparation. 
During those short vis-
its, Mom had time to re-
lax and enjoy her sister. 
Dad and Uncle Jack had 
time to fish and appreci-
ate each other’s compa-
ny. 
It has been said that 

life is a great teacher. 
Cleaning houses and 
special guests are as old 
as the scriptures them-
selves. In the gospel, we 
read of two sisters who 
were good friends with 

the Lord. One day as 
Jesus stopped in for an 
unexpected visit. Mar-
tha immediately began 
to busy herself with the 
housework and prepar-
ing a meal. In contrast, 
Mary decided to sit down 
and spend precious time 
with Jesus. As Martha 
hastily worked, she con-
fronted the decision of 
Mary. Jesus responded 
by saying that Mary had 
chosen the better. Mary 
was not distracted by 
the work but valued the 
time with her Lord (Luke 
10:38-42). 
It is so easy for us to 

get caught up with the 
things of this world and 
lose the “better of the 
moment.” The Psalmist 
wrote, “As the deer pants 
for streams of water, 
my soul longs for you.” 
(Psalm 42:1-2). Nothing 

can quench the thirst of 
one’s soul like the pres-
ence of God. Mary un-
derstood the need to be 
with Jesus; He would 
not take that time away 
from her. Jesus was 
Mary’s special guest.
Jesus is the special 

guest too. If we hear His 
voice and open the door, 
He will come inside and 
fellowship with us (Reve-
lation 3:20). Jesus is no 
more concerned with the 
dust on the table than 
my aunt was concerned 
with the dust on Mom’s 
table. My aunt wanted 
precious time with her 
sister. Jesus yearns for 
precious time with us. 
He has begun a work 
within us that He de-
sires to complete (Philip-
pians 1:6). 
Today, let the dust go; 

find “the better” in the 

presence of our Lord, al-
low Him to comfort you, 
and bring you into His 
salvation. Isn’t it time 
we open the door for our 
Lord? Our relationship 
with Jesus is not about 
being perfect but being 
perfected in His pres-
ence. 
“Your cry came to me 

at a favorable time when 
the doors of welcome 
were wide open. I helped 
you on a day when sal-
vation was being of-
fered.” God is ready to 
welcome you. Today he 
is ready to save you 2 
Corinthians 6:2 ESV.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

The one place in our 
humble residence I 
would prefer to avoid, 
especially in the morn-
ing, is my bathroom. 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage has 
her bathroom, and I 
have mine.
I make visiting my 

bathroom in the morn-
ing as quick as possi-
ble. As I walk into my 
bathroom, on the right 
side is that awful and 
terrible thing called the 
mirror. Whenever I look 
into it, some old man 
looks back at me and 
then smiles.
I have asked The Gra-

cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage if I could 
put a curtain in front 
of my mirror so that I 
would only see it when 
I had to.
She would laugh and 

say, “Oh, you silly boy, 
you need that mirror to 
help you look the best 
you can.”
Her mirror is a lot dif-

ferent from my mirror. 
My mirror shows some 
grumpy old guy, where-
as her mirror shows a 
charming young lady. 

I have offered to ex-
change mirrors, but she 
would not have any-
thing to do with that.
I ’m not very con-

cerned about how ugly I 
look. After all, ugly isn’t 
really that big of a deal.
In the pharmacy sec-

tion of Publix the other 
day, one of the workers 
came and asked me if I 
wanted some skincare 
products that were on 
sale. “It’ll sure make 
your face look a lot 
better.”
I declined her offer 

and left the store.
As I was thinking 

about this, it remind-
ed me of some of my 
good friends who are 
rather good-looking de-
spite their age. They 
spend much time and 
money keeping them-
selves looking young 
and beautiful.
I would rather use 

my money to buy Apple 
Fritters than any skin-
care products.
I have one friend, a 

very wonderful lady, 
whom I’ve known most 
of my life. One thing 
about this young lady 
is that she wants people 
to think she’s young 
and works tirelessly to 
keep looking young.
Her biggest concern 

is wrinkles, and she 
seems allergic to them.
I love my wrinkles be-

cause they are a prod-
uct of getting older. And 
I plan to get as old as 
I can.
But this young lady, 

I will not mention her 
name for obvious rea-
sons, seems quite al-
lergic to wrinkles. She 
has had several facelifts 
to make sure all of the 
wrinkles disappear. 
Whenever she sees a 
wrinkle, she has to stop 
whatever she’s doing 
and take care of it, no 
matter the cost.
I don’t see her often 

anymore, but whenever 
I do, I usually say some-
thing like, “Is that a new 
wrinkle on your face? I 
think it’s a wonderful 
wrinkle.”
She will laugh and 

then disappear into the 
bathroom in a few mo-
ments to check out that 
wrinkle. Sometime that 
week, she will be at her 
doctor getting rid of that 
wrinkle.
If I had all the money 

she has spent caring for 
her wrinkles, I would 
be wealthy and could 
afford all the Apple Frit-
ters I want.
That is why I’m very 

concerned about some 
of  my good-looking 

friends. I don’t know, 
and I have yet to ask 
any of them how much 
it costs to look as young 
and good-looking as 
they appear. It does 
not come without cost, 
I assure you.
I have not spent a 

single nickel dealing 
with my wrinkles, and 
have the wrinkles to 
prove it.
If I had the time and 

money my friends used 
to eliminate the wrin-
kles, I could retire in 
luxury.
Many try to show how 

young they look when-
ever we have a family 
get-together. They walk 
around smiling, hoping 
somebody will notice 
how young they look.
For some of them, 

when we plan to get to-
gether, it takes several 
weeks to prepare for 
that get-together. I can 
get together overnight 
and have no problems 
with that.
I try to contain my-

self, but it is tough 
when you have all my 

wrinkles. Whenever I 
meet one of those peo-
ple, and I know who 
they are, I always com-
pliment them on their 
good looks. They always 
smile back and thank 
me.
Then, out of nowhere, 

I sometimes say, “You 
don’t have as many 
wrinkles today as you 
did the last time I saw 
you.” I laugh, but they 
usually don’t join in.
I don’t know any of 

them that like me say-
ing that sort of thing, 
but that’s the cost of 
trying to look young 
when you’re old.
It must be a very hard 

job to stay young any-
more. On the other side 
of the mirror, I have an 
easy life of looking as 
old as possible. Every 
wrinkle on my face is an 
opportunity to celebrate 
that I’m still getting 
older.
In the Old Testament, 

Job had an issue with 

wrinkles. “And thou 
hast filled me with wrin-
kles, which is a witness 
against me: and my 
leanness rising up in 
me beareth witness to 
my face” (Job 16:8).
I can relate to Job, 

but then I remembered 
what the Apostle Paul 
said in Ephesians 5:27, 
“That he (Christ ) 

might present it to him-
self a glorious church, 
not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should 
be holy and without 
blemish.”
My life, even my wrin-

kles, is in the capable 
hands of God.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmai l . com,  websi te 
www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.

I feel sorry for my good-looking friends

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR

The special guest
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Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• James Blanton “Jim” Synder, 65, of Crawfordville, died on June 1, 2023. Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

By TRACY RENEE LEE

Last week, my broth-
er suffered a few days of 
intense grief. He recent-
ly lost his wife to cancer 
and the sadness seemed 
to be overtaking him.

SADNESS

Sadness is the most 
common feeling experi-
enced during bereave-
ment.
Persons who block 

sadness with excessive 
activity find that their 
sadness surfaces once 
they are exhausted.
Exhaustion renders 

one less able to over-

come the intensity of 
sadness. 

Since my sister-in-
law’s death, my broth-
er has immersed him-
self in work. He has 
embarked on a new 
business venture and 
is making and upload-
ing easy guitar lessons 
on YouTube. His new 
channel is EZ3Chord-
Country.
My brother has al-

ways been musical-
ly talented. Even as 
a child, he would tap 
everything in sight as 
though it were a set of 
drums. He plays gui-
tar, banjo, mandolin, 
bagpipes, accordion, 
piano, etc. I don’t know 
if he plays wind instru-
ments, but he plays per-
cussion too. His talent 
stems from our Cajun 
heritage. Each of our 
grandfathers, uncles, 
and cousins in South 
Louisiana plays multi-
ple instruments.

NATURAL PAIN

Grief is the natural 
pain associated with 
loss.
The adage, “No pain, 

no gain” applies well to 
grief.
The pain sustained 

upon the loss of a be-
loved person motivates 
us into action; action 
to overcome our fears, 
devastations, changes 
to our reality, sadness, 
loneliness, etc.
Even when grief be-

comes prolonged and 
intense, it remains a 
natural response to 
loss.
Although 10% to 15% 

of the world’s popula-
tion suffer problemat-
ic loss adaptation and 
experience elusive re-
covery, research proves 
that treatment for men-
tal health is far less ef-
fective for grief recovery 
than grief therapy. 
It is wonderful when 

your hobbies or talents 
become your work. At 
that point where they 
cross over, one is free 
to invest their time and 
efforts into constructive 
healing.

HOBBIES

Hobbies occupy the 
mind and hands.
They engage our 

brains and keep them 
in good health.
Hobbies create a 

sense of accomplish-
ment.
They propel us to-

ward a healthier and 
happier grief recovery. 
I  guarantee  you 

that my brother never 
thought that his talent 
and pleasure in music 
would be his go-to med-
icine for grief recovery. 
It is though, and for 
that I am grateful. Mu-
sic takes my brother to 
another place where he 
can experience joy. It 
helps him restructure 

his life without the in-
tense misery of search-
ing for relief. 
Of course, grief is still 

a painful experience for 
him, but his music gives 
him respite. On intense 
grief days, respite is a 
glorious gift.
His wife was also mu-

sical. Her degree was 
in Performing Arts with 
an emphasis on music; 
specifically piano. She 
was a great vocalist and 
pianist. There is music 
that my brother neces-
sarily avoids because it 
was the music that his 
wife played.

I am grateful that 
my brother has such 
an immense talent that 
offers him respite from 
intense grief days, and 
that will also assist in 
his recovery. I hope that 
if you have recently lost 
a close loved one, you 
will be able to identify 
a hobby or interest that 
will help you lighten the 

burden of grief and fa-
cilitate your recovery as 
well. Such gifts of relief 
are a God send..

My name is Tracy Re-
nee Lee. I am a Certified 
Grief Counselor (GC-C), 
Funeral Director (FDIC), 
published author, syn-
dicated columnist, Pod-
caster, and founder of 
the “Mikey Joe Chil-
dren’s Memorial” and 
Heaven Sent, Corp. I 
write books, weekly be-
reavement articles, Pod-
casts, and Grief BRIEFs 
related to understanding 
and coping with grief. I 
am the American Funer-
al Director of the Year 
Runner-Up and recipient 
of the BBB’s Integrity 
Award.

For additional en-
couragement, please 
v i s i t  my podcast 
“Deadline” on Spoti-
fy and follow me on 
Instagram at “Dead-
line_TracyLee.”

A respite from grief

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

S e c u r i t i e s  p r od u c t s  an d  ad vi s or y s e r v i c e s  of f e r e d  t h r ou gh  P ar k  A ve n u e  S e c u r i t i e s  L L C  (P A S ), m e m b e r  F I N R A , 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
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RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
WeseleyWeasel101

BEREAVEMENT COLUMN

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Measures signed this 
week by Gov. Ron De-
Santis  wi l l  shutter 
Florida’s business-re-
cruitment agency, allow 
cameras that could nab 
drivers illegally passing 
school buses and boost 
state oversight of the 
insurance industry.
The newly signed 

laws came out of the 
2023 legislative session 
and are set to take effect 
in July. DeSantis OK’d 
the bills as he traveled 
the country in his bid 
for president.
Supporters of the in-

surance bill (SB 7052), 
including House Speak-
er Paul Renner, R-Palm 
Coast, said it will in-
crease “accountability” 
in the industry.
“It not only empowers 

homeowners but also 
cultivates market-driv-
en competition, ulti-
mately leading to lower 
costs. By establishing 
clear standards, foster-
ing consumer trust and 
promoting fair prac-
tices, we can pave the 
way for a resilient and 
affordable insurance 
landscape that benefits 
homeowners and their 
communities,” Renner 
said in a statement after 
DeSantis signed the bill 
Wednesday.
The bill will ramp up 

regulations, including 
increasing fines that 

regulators can slap 
on insurers, requiring 
property insurers to 
use claims-handling 
manuals and requiring 
that rate filings reflect 
changes in laws aimed 
at helping insurers.
The bill came amid 

widespread problems 
in the property-insur-
ance market, and after 
lawmakers in recent 
months passed mea-
sures to help shield 
insurers from lawsuits.
DeSantis on Wednes-

day also signed a bill 
(HB 5) that will lead to 
the business-recruit-
ment agency Enterprise 
Florida going the way 
of the dinosaur, while 
shifting contracts and 
more than 20 programs 
to the Department of 
Economic Opportunity.
The Department of 

Economic Opportunity 
also will get a rebrand 
as the Department of 
Commerce.
A news release from 

DeSantis’ office de-
scribed the changes as 
an effort “to streamline 
and modernize Florida’s 
economic development 
agencies.”
The governor also 

announced that J. Alex 
Kelly, who has served as 
a deputy chief of staff to 
DeSantis, will lead the 
revamped Department 
of Commerce.
The commerce de-

partment will pick up 
20 positions and $10 
million a year as part of 

the shift.
Another  measure 

(SB 766) that got ink 
from the governor’s pen 
Wednesday will allow 
school districts to use 
cameras designed to 
capture images of driv-
ers who illegally pass 
school buses, potential-
ly leading to $225 fines.
The bill will allow 

districts to contract 
with companies to in-
stall cameras on school 
buses. Each camera will 
have to be capable of 
producing a recorded 
video and two or more 
still images document-
ing infractions. The law 
also will prevent the 
contractors from get-
ting paid based on the 
numbers of violations 
detected.
Districts will have 

to give notice to mo-
torists of plans to in-
stall cameras, includ-
ing by conducting 30-
day public-awareness 
campaigns. And if that 
doesn’t get the word 
out, drivers likely will 
spot “high-visibility re-
flective signage” on bus-
es with cameras.
The signs, in part, 

will have to say, “CAM-
ERA ENFORCED.”

FAMU FIGHT

A potential class-ac-
tion lawsuit alleging 
state discrimination 
against Florida A&M 
Univers i ty  appears 
poised to move forward.
But U.S. Distr ict 

Judge Robert Hinkle 
told plaintiffs’ attorneys 
during a roughly hour-
long hearing Thursday 

that they need to revise 
the case and provide 
more specific examples.
The lawsuit, filed in 

September on behalf 
of six FAMU students, 
contends the school 
— the only historically 
Black public university 
in the state — has faced 
discrimination in fund-
ing and programs.
Plaintiffs’ attorneys 

argue, in part, that 
decisions by the state 
violated the Equal Pro-
tection Clause of the 
U.S. Constitution and 
a federal anti-discrim-
ination law known as 
Title VI. One key issue 
in the case is wheth-
er state decisions are 
“traceable” to de jure 
segregation — segrega-
tion sanctioned by law.
During Thursday’s 

hearing, Hinkle asked 
numerous questions 
and told plaintiffs’ at-
torneys they need to 
rework the lawsuit.
“You need to take 

your best shot at al-
leging how something 
on the ground today 
is traceable to de jure 
segregation,” Hinkle 
told plaintiffs’ attorney 
Josh Dubin.
Hinkle also asked 

numerous questions 
about arguments raised 
by the state’s lawyers, 
who had filed a motion 
to dismiss the case. He 
questioned a contention 
that plaintiffs lacked 
“standing” to sue De-
Santis, the state uni-
versity system’s Board 
of Governors, the State 
Board of Education, 
state university sys-
tem Chancellor Ray Ro-

drigues and state Ed-
ucation Commissioner 
Manny Diaz Jr.
As an example of the 

state’s arguments, Ani-
ta Patel, a senior assis-
tant attorney general, 
said the Legislature, not 
the governor and other 
defendants, controlled 
funding decisions that 
affect the university. 
The Legislature is not a 
defendant in the case.
Hinkle indicated he 

might find a lack of 
standing to sue some 
defendants, such as 
DeSantis, but took is-
sue with the overall 
argument.
“If your argument is, 

‘We can run a segregat-
ed system and there’s 
nothing you can do 
about it,’ that won’t 
wash,” he said.
While Hinkle did not 

immediately issue a 
formal ruling on the 
motion to dismiss the 
case, he gave plaintiffs’ 
attorneys 30 days to file 
a revised lawsuit.

COME ON DOWN

Visit Florida staff 
members have crafted a 
tourism-marketing plan 
intended to combat in-
creased competition 
from states that in the 
past few years imposed 
tougher Covid-19 re-
strictions.
The plan comes as 

restrictions have been 
lifted nationally and 
eased internationally 
and as tourism-mar-
keting dollars are up 
$30 million in Florida’s 
proposed budget for the 
2023-2024 fiscal year.

The Visit Florida Mar-
keting Council rolled 
out plans Tuesday that, 
in part, would move up 
the start of winter and 
“families” advertising 
campaigns by a couple 
of months.
“We  have  moved 

these up to launch in 
October and March re-
spectively, which we feel 
will position us to enter 
the travel discussion 
earlier in the decision 
process and maximize 
our traveler visitation,” 
Brett Laiken, Visit Flor-
ida’s vice president of 
marketing, said during 
a conference call.
The marketing ef-

forts will continue to 
highlight beaches and 
theme parks, but also 
regional and outdoor 
activities.

STORY OF  THE 
WEEK: Gov. Ron De-
Santis this week signed 
a number of bills, in-
cluding measures to 
boost state oversight of 
the insurance industry 
and allow “infraction 
detection” systems on 
school buses.

QUOTE OF THE 
WEEK: “This could have 
been a really fantas-
tic opportunity for the 
trustees, for our interim 
president, to build rela-
tionships with the stu-
dents. And that just did 
not happen.” — Grace 
Keenan, the New Col-
lege of Florida Board of 
Trustees student mem-
ber, on the process of 
selecting the school’s 
new mascot, the Mighty 
Banyans.

Weekly Roundup: Getting inked
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USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. Review Rebuttal

Two weeks ago, 
“The Little Mermaid” 
became the latest 
Disney live-action re-
make to hit theaters. 
Since then, it’s made 
more money than the 
original 1989 film’s 
box office totals and 
star Halle Bailey has 
received worldwide 
praise for her portrayal 
of Ariel. Still, the mov-
ie, which faced contro-
versy since the casting 
was first announced, is 
still struggling against 
critics—some of whom 
may not have even seen 
the movie! It’s been the 
target of “rating bomb-
ing,” a tactic where 
people who haven’t 
seen the movie post 
negative reviews to try 
to keep others from 
seeing it. The popular 
television show and 
movie website IMDB 
added a disclaimer on 
“The Little Mermaid” 
page, saying there was 
unusual activity in 
the film’s reviews, and 
it had used a special 
weighted calculation to 
provide more accurate 
ratings—leading to the 
current score of a 7 out 
of 10. Try your hand at 
writing a movie review! 
Think of the last movie 
you watched whether 
it was in theaters or 
at home. Write a brief 
summary of the plot, 
then note what you 
liked and didn’t like 
about it. Think about 
the actors or voices, 
the scenery, whether 
you liked the way the 
story unfolded, and 
what you might have 
done differently if you 
were the one making 
it. Don’t forget to give 
it a score out of 10, 
with 10 being the best.

2. Surprising Find

Magellan, a deep-wa-
ter investigation com-
pany, recently com-
pleted a digital scan of 
the shipwreck of the 
Titanic, which sunk 
in 1912, and found 
something surprising. 
Among the wreckage, 
which is spread across 
three square miles of 
the ocean floor, was a 
gold necklace with a 
prehistoric shark tooth 
on it. The tooth was 
from a megalodon, a 
type of shark that lived 
23 million years ago 
and was closely related 
to today’s great white 
sharks. Scientists es-
timate megalodon were 
about 47 to 67 feet 
(or about two school 
buses) in length with 
strong jaws that were 
almost 6 feet wide. In 
fact, the name megal-
odon means “big tooth.” 
However, it’s hard to 
know exactly how big 
megalodons were be-
cause there’s very lit-
tle left of them: Like 
sharks, megalodons’ 
skeletons are mostly 
made of cartilage—like 
our noses—instead of 
bone, so their remains 
didn’t become fossils 
like those of dinosaurs 
and other prehistoric 
species. Pretend you 

are a museum curator 
who has received the 
megalodon tooth neck-
lace from the Titanic 
for display. Using the 
facts found here, write 
a description about 
its history so museum 
visitors know what it is 
and why it’s special.

3. Buckle Up

Ford is recalling 
176,000 of its Bronco 
SUVs made from 2021 
to 2023 after a study 
found that drivers in 
the front seats can 
have difficulty reach-
ing the metal portion 
of the belt to put it on. 
The National Highway 

Traffic and Safety Ad-
ministration estimates 
that almost 15,000 
lives were saved by 
seatbelts in the year 
2017 alone, and prop-
erly wearing one is the 
most important way to 
keep yourself safe in 
a car. While 49 of 50 
states have laws about 
wearing seatbelts, 
sometimes people still 
need a reminder. De-
sign a campaign to 
help remind adults to 
buckle up or to help 
kids learn the impor-
tance of seatbelt safety 
for the first time.

4. Summit Rescue

A sherpa guide from 
Nepal saved a Malay-
sian climber’s life on 
Mount Everest, carry-
ing and dragging him 
more than 1,900 feet 
down the mountain 
over six hours to an 
area where a helicop-
ter could reach them 
to take the climber 
to base camp. Mount 
Everest is the tallest 
mountain in the world 
above sea level and is 
part of the Himalayas 
mountain range be-
tween China and Ne-
pal. Sherpas are an 
ethnic group native 
to the Himalayas who 
help guide and support 
climbers on their jour-
neys. The area close to 
the mountain’s sum-
mit where the sherpa 
and his client found 

the climber is known 
for its extremely cold 
temperatures, where it 
can get to -22 degrees 
Fahrenheit or lower, 
and there is very lit-
tle oxygen to breathe. 
Write down some ques-
tions you would ask if 
you had the chance 
to interview the sher-
pa who rescued the 
climber for a news sto-
ry. Think about what 
you would like to know 
and what questions 
readers might have for 
him, too.

5. Downhill Dash

One of the strangest 
sports in the United 
Kingdom is the annu-
al cheese wheel race, 
where racers chase 
a 7-pound wheel of 

cheese down a steep 
hill. The winner gets 
to keep the cheese! 
Most racers usually 
end up sliding or roll-
ing down the 200-yard 
slope, and this year’s 
19-year-old winner of 
the women’s race was 
knocked out briefly on 
her way to the finish 
line. The cheese-roll-
ing race was first writ-
ten about in the early 
1800s, but the sport 
is believed to be even 
hundreds of years old-
er than that. Design 
your own sport that 
uses everyday objects; 
think about the rules, 
scoring, how many 
people can play, and 
don’t forget to give it a 
name!
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Flat tableland with 
steep edges
5. Where there’s __, 
there’s �re
10. Talked incessantly
12. Skill
14. Without shame
16. Where teens spend 
their days (abbr.)
18. Boxing’s GOAT
19. Used to anoint
20. Cluster cups
22. Footballer Newton
23. �ey make up a 
forest
25. Split pulses
26. Self
27. Post-o�ce box
28. Test for high school-
ers
30. Large, �ightless bird
31. Expectorated
33. Falsehood
35. Prickly, scrambling 
shrub
37. French river
38. Told on
40. Hillside
41. Peyton’s little brother
42. Soviet Socialist Re-
public
44. Cathedral city in 
Cambridgeshire
45. Witness

48. Brews
50. Yellowish-brown
52. Arctic explorers, 
abbr.
53. Mexican agave
55. A type of “cast”
56. Encourage
57. Atomic #52
58. Relating to position 
north of south of equator
63. Gadget whose name 
you forget
65. Another recording
66. Small blisters
67. Dark brown or black

CLUES DOWN
1. Licensed for Wall 
Street
2. “__ and �ow”
3. A very large body of 
water
4. Accumulate on the 
surface of
5. Central cores of the 
stem
6. Angry
7. Ceramic jar
8. Scraped a car
9. __ route
10. Soviet labor camp 
system
11. Strong hostilities
13. Vitamin of the B 
complex

15. Go quickly
17. Toast
18. A team’s best pitcher
21. A Philly culinary 
specialty
23. Small child
24. Unhappy
27. Trims away
29. Characterized by cry-
ing eyes
32. So� touch
34. American spy orga-
nization
35. A person’s chest
36. Came from behind 
to win
39. Fall back
40. Nellie __, journalist
43. Great places to kayak
44. Su�er patiently
46. Majestic bird
47. Electroencephalo-
graph
49. Organic compound 
used as an antiseptic
51. Objects connected to 
the web (abbr.)
54. Ship as cargo
59. �e bill in a restau-
rant
60. Upper-class young 
woman (abbr.)
61. Judge in OJ Simpson 
trial
62. One’s grandmother
64. Siberian river

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/CYCLESAFETY

READ THE ROAD.  
AND YOU WON’T NEED AS MANY NEW PARTS.

MOTORCYCLE CRASHES DON’T ALWAYS INVOLVE ANOTHER 

VEHICLE. SLICK SURFACES AND ROAD DEBRIS CAN LEAD TO 

BROKEN BIKES, AND BROKEN BONES. RIDE AT A SPEED THAT 

GIVES YOU TIME TO REACT. CHECK OUR WEBSITE BELOW 

FOR MORE CYCLE SAFETY TIPS.

ota.org orthoinfo.org

3881_AAOS_PSA_MotorcycleSafety_Mag_4.875x4.625.indd   1 12/2/14   12:09 PM

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

FICTITIOUS NAME NOTICE

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

NOW HIRING 
REPORTER
The Wakulla Sun is 

seeking a fulltime general 
assignment reporter. The 
Wakulla Sun is an inde-
pendently owned weekly 

newspaper in Crawfordville 
with a circulation of 2,000  
that also publishes a free 

monthly tabloid with a 
circulation of 16,000. 

SUBMIT RESUME TO 
William Snowden, 

editor and publisher 
of the Sun, at 

editor@thewakullasun.com.

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 
to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS
Crum’s Home Detail

Chris Crum
850-694-4832

Pressure & soft washing, roof 
& gutter cleaning, concrete 

sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

SERVICES

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certified Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

35% OFF   
E N T I R E   

IN-STOCK INVENTORY
V E T E R A N S 

45% OFF
850-421-2277

Monday–Friday 8:00–5:30 
Saturday 8:00–2:00 

http://www.economyautoandtruck.com
572 Woodville Hwy.  1 Mile N of Wakulla Station

FICTITIOUS NAME
N otice under Fictitious N ame Law, pursuant to Section 8 5 6.09 , Florida 
Statutes. N OTI CE I S HEREBY G I V EN  that the undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business under the fictitious name of

HARBOUR POINT MARINE RESORT
Located at 85 Harbour Point Drive, Crawfordville, FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on June 8, 2023
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Winning adult team, above, and junior team, below.

�e crowd at the Battleball tournament at the Medart Rec Park.

DJ Butch performing Christian music.

 Alvin Young of Grace Baptist Church.
�e Tartts – Jimbo, dad Leonard, son Trapper – and Tracy 

Alvarez making pulled pork sandwiches. 
Donnie Bennett with 10-team brackets for the Battleball 

tournament.

Allie Harris, JT Harris’ daughter, Vanessa Harris, his niece, 
with Ramsey Swanson, his great niece, all holding up a 

picture of JT. 

One-pitch tournament draws hundreds at Medart Rec Park
Story & PHotos By 

LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Friday, June 2nd, Bat-
tle 14 organized its latest 
and largest Battleball 
tournament at the Me-
dart Rec Park. 
The 10-bracket com-

petition was won by 
Adult division champi-
ons Reed Gamers and 
Jr. Champions Coastal 
28.  The game was or-
ganized to benefit Ja-
son ‘JT’ Harris who is 
diagnosed with cancer. 
Harris is a member of 
Grace Baptist Church, 
Crawfordville.
Battle 14 is a nonprof-

it organization founded 
by Donny Bennett. Bat-
tleBall 7 was the biggest 
field ever with 10 adult 
teams and four Junior. 
teams.
Battle 14 stands for 

testimonies of people 
that keep battling even 
in moments that you feel 
you can’t keep going. 
Al l ie  Harris,  JT’s 

niece, a participant in 
the event said, “This is 
a great way for the com-
munity to come together 
to support a local family 
during a difficult time. 
This Christian based 
event is awesome and 
God will bless this event 
and help all who need 
prayer and support and 
comfort.”
“This event will help 

the Harris family, a fam-
ily who is always out in 
the community helping 
others,” said MJ Stoffel, 
an event participant. 
“This is a way the com-
munity and my family 
can show their appre-
ciation for the Harris 
family. This is also a 
great way for those who 
do not know the family, 
who want to come out 
and have fun to help a 
family in need.” 
 JT Harris said, “I feel 

the power of God work-
ing through this (event). 
We are so grateful for 
the community coming 
together, I didn’t know 
that many people cared.
When I heard Donnie’s 
speech, it was so positive 

and awesome, I can’t get 
over all the pictures and 
messages shared with 
me. This event shows 
all the good things God 
can do.”
JT’s wife Crystal said, 

“I am blown away by this 
entire thing. When I was 
young, I was in and out 
of church, now I have 
a community that feels 
like a large family, peo-
ple I don’t even know. I 
do not have the words 
to express it all, but all I 
can say is that it is truly 
God working.
“I can promise,” she 

added, “if you have any 

doubts about a situa-
tion, God will show you 
and comfort you through 
faith that God’s got this. 
God is not on my shoul-
der; He is slapping me in 
the face with all that He 
can do with His power.”
Donnie Bennett said, 

“This event shows how a 
competition can bring a 
community together to 
help those in need. Ev-
ery bit of the event was 
volunteer work – every 
umpire, every athlete, 
DJ Butch.  we share 
and magnify the positive 
things.” 
“Battle 14 is stil l 

growing and still gaining 
traction and my goal is 
to make this a full-time 
ministry. This ministry 
is not about Donnie, 
it is blessing families 
through other families 
coming together.”
One -Pitch Tourna-

ment Rules:
1. Games will be 40 

minutes or 7 innings.
2. Up to 11 player line 

up, 9 on field
• Bring the players 

you want female or male
• Every female that 

crosses the plate is 2 
runs

• 2 HRs then an out

• Females have unlim-
ited HRs

• Run rule is 20 after 
3, 15 after 4, and 10 
after 5
3. Courtesy runners. 

Only a female can pitch 
run for another female to 
receive double run.
4. You get one pitch, 

NO EXTRA FOUL
• 3ft-10ft arch
• Ball must hit mat 

behind plate to be a 
strike

• Pitcher must be in 
circle
5. Ground rule double 

if the ball bounces over 
outfield fence

6. BattleCoins
• If your team turns a 

double play, they collect 
a BattleCoin

• You can only win or 
use one BattleCoin per 
inning.

• A BattleCoin can 
be used as an out or as 
an extra swing for any 
batter.

• If you use the Battle-
Coin for an out, it would 
be either the next batter 
up that inning or the 
batter starting the next 
inning that hits next.

• You can bet your 
BattleCoin for a homer-
un. You give the umire 
your BattleCoin, you 
get one pitch. Its either 
a homerun or an out, 
nothing else counts.

• You cannot use your 
BattleCoin to cancel an-
other team’s coin after 
the 5th inning.

• BattleCoins will run 
over.

BattleBall Junior 
Rules ages 8-14

There are only a few 
differences between the 
rules for the adults and 
juniors

• Females are not 2 
runs.

• Head coach will be 
all time pitcher for the 
team and doesn’t hit or 
field.

• Every player under 
11 years old on a team 
gets 1 run up to 5 runs 
to start the game.

The Battle Partners 
of God for this event 
included whole smoked 
Boston Butts and sand-
wich plates provided by 
JB’s Sopchoppy Sauce, 
DJ Butch, Wakulla 
Youth Baseball, Ashton 
Trucking, Dominos of 
Crawfordville, Howdy’s 
Rent A Toilet, American 
Threads USA, and indi-
vidual monthly donors 
and many volunteers.
BattleBall 8 is com-

ing soon. Donnie Ben-
nett can be reached at 
Battle.14@gmail.com or 
(850) 528-5019.

Battleball 7: ‘Hitting for Harris’
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For all the advancements in 
automotive safety, the most 

sophisticated safety devices are the 
ones already attached to the driver. 

America’s orthopaedic surgeons, 
in partnership with automakers, 

urge every driver to keep hands on 
the wheel and eyes on the road. Visit 

DecideToDrive.org.

Dedicated to the rescue & rehabliltation of injured and orphaned wild mammals and birds

Presents

MEET & GREET
The CRITTERS

June 10 
10 a.m.
-2 p.m.

Penelope  the Skunk
Doofy the Pelican

Moonlight the Owl
Echo the Turtle

Family Fun
Photo Op with the Critters

Bouncy House
Food Concessions

Educational & Membership Opportunities
$10 donation at the door 

 30 Old Palmetto Path, St. Marks
850 570 3908

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO FLORIDA WILD MAMMAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE CARE OF ORPHANED & INJURED ANIMALS.

ANIMAL CARE:

Pet Care/Sitting ______________________

Pet Grooming ________________________

Pet Supplies _________________________

Veterinarian __________________________

AUTOMOTIVE:

Auto Engine Repair ___________________

Auto Body Shops _____________________

Car & Truck Dealer ____________________

Oil Change ___________________________

FINANCIAL SERVICES:

Bank ________________________________

Credit Union _________________________

Mortgage Company ___________________

FOOD & BEVERAGE:

Liquor Store__________________________

Grocery _____________________________

Ice Cream/ Frozen Yogurt ______________

Bakery ______________________________

Butcher _____________________________

HEALTH & FITNESS:

Gym ________________________________

Massage Therapist____________________

Chiropractor _________________________

Fitness Instructor/Trainer ______________

HOME:

Builder ______________________________

Real Estate Company _________________

Individual Realtor _____________________

Title Company ________________________

Home Rental Co. _____________________

HOME-OUTDOORS:

Surveyor _____________________________

Lawn Care/Landscaping _______________

Nursery/Garden Center ________________

Tree Service __________________________

Pools/Pool Care ______________________

Home Improvement ___________________

SERVICES/REPAIR:

Flooring _____________________________

Plumbing ____________________________

Electrician ___________________________

A/C - Heating ________________________

Painter ______________________________

Home Cleaning Service ________________

Roofer _______________________________

Fencing _____________________________

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:

Accountant __________________________

Attorney _____________________________

Doctor ______________________________

Dentist ______________________________

Insurance Agent ______________________

PERSONAL SERVICES:

Barber Shop _________________________

Hair Salon ___________________________

Nail Care ____________________________

RETAIL:

Women’s Boutique ____________________

Clothing _____________________________

Gifts ________________________________

Hardware ____________________________

Seafood Market ______________________

MISC:

Kids Activities ________________________

Childcare ____________________________

Storage Centers ______________________

Dance Studios _______________________

Photographers _______________________

Hotel/Lodging ________________________

Local News Source ___________________

Local Band/Musician __________________

Local Artist __________________________

Non-Pro� t ___________________________

RECREATION:

Marina ______________________________

Fishing Charter _______________________

Bait & Tackle _________________________

Boat & Motor Repair __________________

Canoe/Kayak Rental __________________

Scuba _______________________________

RESTAURANT:

Atmosphere __________________________

Coffee _______________________________

Breakfast ____________________________

Lunch _______________________________

Dinner _______________________________

Service ______________________________

Entertainment ________________________

Seafood _____________________________

Grouper  _____________________________

Shrimp ______________________________

Mullet _______________________________

Steak _______________________________

Sandwich ____________________________

Barbecue ____________________________

Wings _______________________________

Burger _______________________________

Portions _____________________________

Pizza ________________________________

Soup ________________________________

Buffet _______________________________

Romantic Dinner ______________________

Fried Chicken ________________________

Readers’ Choice Categories:

Go to TheWakullaSun.com 
to complete the ballot. 
Limit one ballot entry 

per person.

Name______________________  Address____________________________  City___________________________ State___ Zip_______

Phone________________ Email___________________________ Age______  Are you a current subscriber to    ? qYes  qNo

Of� cial Rules
*Entries must have 15 of favorites � lled, all contact 
information � lled out and be entered on TheWakullaSun.
com or be handwritten on of� cial entry ballot from The 
Wakulla Sun to be counted. *Computer generated ballots, 
mechanical reproductions, photocopies, carbon copies, 
illegible entries or ballots with answers that are not true 
and/or relevant will not be accepted. *One entry per 
person.   *Ballots not meeting these requirements will be 
voided and will not be eligible for the $100 prize. *All ballots 
must be received by The Wakulla Sun by 5 p.m. on August 
7, 2023.  Send entire ballot to The Wakulla Sun “Readers’ 
Choice Contest”, 12 Arran Rd. Crawfordville FL 32327  
(No purchase required.) *Winning entry will be drawn by 
a representative of The Wakulla Sun. *All entrants agree to 
publication of their name, home town, and photograph 
without additional compensation.  Announcement of 
the winner will appear in the “Readers’ Choice” special 
section to be published August 2023 in The Wakulla Sun. 
*Employees of The Wakulla Sun and their families are not 
eligible to win.  Not intended for residents of states where 
prohibited by law.  Winner must be 18 years of age or 
older. *All ballots that do not meet this criteria will not be 
counted.

Mail your of� cial entry form and completed ballot to:

Print Entry Form:
The Wakulla Sun c/o Readers’ Choice Contest
The Wakulla Sun 12 Arran Rd., Crawfordville FL 32327

THIS AD IS YOUR OFFICIAL BALLOT 
& ENTRY FORM.

Complete and return to The Wakulla Sun 
by 5:00 p.m. July 7, 2023.

Submit your completed entry form and be 
entered in the drawing to win $100 in Cash*

Tell us your favorites by filling out the official ENTRY BALLOT online at TheWakullaSun.com or below. 
Your name will then be registered in a random drawing for $100 in Cash.*

Readers’ Choice Awards 2023

Enter your ballot online at 
TheWakullaSun.com 

to Participate in Choosing 
Wakulla County’s 

FAVORITE Local Businesses!

WIN $100WIN $100
Submit your completed form

 by July 7 for your chance to…

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Please 
Recycle




