
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

The Florida Supreme 
Court issued a stay in 
the death penalty phase 
of the Guerry Wayne 
Hertz and Jason Looney  
murder trial just as jury 
selection was about to 
get underway on Mon-
day, June 19.

Defense attorneys for 
Hertz and Looney filed 
motions at the Supreme 
Court on Sunday, June 
18, requesting an emer-
gency stay on grounds 
that the case should not 
be moving forward un-
der the 8-4 standard for 
a jury recommendation 
for death.

In 1999, Hertz and 

Looney were found guilty 
of the 1997  murders of 
Melanie King and Keith 
Spears. By a vote of 10-
2, the jury recommend-
ed death, which was 
ordered by the court. 
Hertz and Looney have 
been on death row since 
1999.

(A third man involved 
in the murders, Jim-
my Dempsey, testified 
against Hertz and Loo-
ney at the trial in ex-
change for a sentence of 
life in prison.)

Since the conviction, 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
found that Florida’s 
death penalty statute 
was inadequate because 
it failed to have jurors 
make a unanimous 

finding that aggravating 
factors exist that would 
qualify the defendant for 
the death penalty. 

The Florida Supreme 
Court weighed in that a 
unanimous jury recom-
mendation for death is 
required. After a change 

in justices, the new Su-
preme Court contended 
that decision was wrong. 
Prompted by Parkland 
school shooter Nikolas 
Cruz not getting a 12-0 
recommendation for 
death, the state Legisla-
ture weighed in during 

the recent lawmaking 
session and set the bar 
at an 8-4 jury recom-
mendation for death.

Wakulla Circuit Court 
Judge Layne Smith had 
ruled the Hertz-Looney 
jury would face the 8-4 
standard.

The Hertz-Looney 
attorneys asked the 
Supreme Court for di-
rection on death cases 
going forward. 

Assistant State Attor-
ney Eddie Evans, who is 
heading the prosecution 
of Hertz and Looney, 
said that Attorney Gen-
eral Ashley Moody’s of-
fice did not object to the 
motion – in consultation 
with the state attorney’s 
office – in order to get 

clarity on the matter.
(As chief Wakul-

la prosecutor back in 
1999, Evans prosecuted 
the case with then-State 
Attorney Willie Meggs.) 

The clerk’s office had 
sent out jury summons-
es to 300 citizens, with 
100 ordered to report on 
Monday morning, an-
other 100 Monday after-
noon, and 100 on Tues-
day morning with the 
goal to seat 12 jurors 
and two alternates.

On July 26, 1997, 
Hertz ,  Looney,  and 
Dempsey were bored 
and walking around 
looking for a way to get 
to Tallahassee. A woman 
who lived approximately 

Editor’s Note

Bo Lynn’s re-opens

City of Sopchoppy 
gets ‘clean audit’ 

from fi rm 

The Flori da Supreme Court i s s ues  a s tay on Monday j us t as  j ury s elec ti on i s  g etti ng  underw ay i n the death penalty c as e

Turn to Page 2

Turn to Page 2

“It’s a New Day”$1 
One Section

Our 2nd Year 25th Issue
Thursday, June 22, 2023

Locally Owned 
     & Operated

1 96852 36013 0

Because of the Juneteenth holiday on Mon-
day, June 19, there is no Sheri� ’s Report in 
this week’s issue. 

� e report will return next week and in-
clude this week’s law enforcement activity.
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Als o, rec ommendati ons  s oug ht 
from engineering fi rm on needed 

i mprov ements  to c i ty w ater s ys tem 

New owner Rani Richardson recently re-opened Bo Lynn’s in St. Marks. � e iconic grocery store, which is on the National 
Register of Historic Places, closed in 2021 a� er the death of Miss Joy Brown, who bought it from founder J.T. ‘Bo’ Lynn.

Bicyclists Cassie McGlynn, Scot Benton, and Lee Berger at Bo Lynn’s. ‘� e store is back to 
life,’ McGlynn says.

By MELISSA JAGGEARS
Correspondent

The City of Sopchoppy’s finances appear to be 
in good shape, according to an audit presentation 
at this month’s City Council meeting, which was 
held on Monday, June 12.

Chris Salek, from James Moore & Company 
in Tallahassee, went over a preliminary report, 
concluding, “Sopchoppy has had a good year and 
shows a strong balance sheet; it’s a clean audit.” 

Salek praised the city for its conservative ap-
proach to finances, including having low-risk 
investments. When the final audit is completed, 
it will be forwarded to the state for review.

In other matters at the meeting:
•  The city is consulting with a civil engineering 

firm to study its water system. Baskerville-Dono-
van Inc. of Pensacola, is examining Sopchoppy’s 
water pipes, tanks and wells to determine what 
changes or improvements may be needed to keep 
up with current and future demand. 

Richard Delp, a consultant with BDI, said at 
Monday’s meeting that the company is still run-
ning tests, including studies of how different water 
pressures flow through the current infrastructure. 
He does not have any firm recommendations yet.

Seth Green, Director of Sopchoppy’s Pub-
lic Works Department, said that he expects a 
“multi-faceted approach” will be needed to address 
the future needs of the water system. 

City Commissioner Michele Harden said she 
hopes that the consulting firm will have some 
clear recommendations by next month’s meeting.

• The Council also voted to give $500 to North 
Florida Glory Softball, a group of several softball 
teams of girls up to age 18. 

For teams that are eligible to enter a softball 
tournament, the entry fee costs about $5 5 per 
team. 

City Commissioner Fred McClendon spoke 
highly of the organization and all that they do for 
the girls. “They need and deserve all the help they 
can get,” McClendon said. 

Alison Delong, who represented the group at 
Monday’s meeting, said about 70% of the girls are 
local, and about 30% are from surrounding areas. 
Delong thanked the council for the donation.

Hi s tori c al arti c le on 
Judge  A.L. P orter
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Jason LooneyGuerry Wayne Hertz

Story & Photos By 
LINDA ANN McDONALD

Correspondent

Bo Lynn’s Grocery 
Store in St. Marks has 
officially re-opened. 

Once a nurse working 
in Orlando, new owner 
Rani Richardson decid-
ed to embark on a new 
life journey and come 
to Wakulla County. Al-
though Richardson grew 
up in Alabama, she feels 
the appeal of the City of 
St. Marks: her mother 
was former principal of 
COAST Charter School 
in St. Marks and knows 
the love a small commu-
nity has to offer.

Richardson bought 
the store from Miss Joy 
Brown’s son Jeff Brown 
and granddaughter Bet-
tina Brown in September 
2022 to take on the his-
torical building she felt 
“was sacred and worth 
saving.” 

Bo Lynn’s Grocery 
Store was opened in 
1936 by J.T. “Bo” Lynn 
and was later sold to 

iss Joy in 1965 and 
was open until her death 
in 2021. The store was 
listed on the National 

Register of Historic Plac-
es in 2017. 

“It has always been a 
meeting place, commu-
nity hub, groceries, hot 
food options, visiting 
options, and of course, 
lotto,” Richardson says. 

“The store is more 
open in area and a new 
fresh feel to the original 
counter, it was painted 
white with a new black 
countertop.” 

Richardson was ad-
amant that “This will 
definitely stay” when 
asked about the future 
of the nostalgic front 
check-out counter.

“The store is a fun 
place to come through 
for happy hour or an 
impromptu gathering. 
If a golf cart stops, it is 
funny how they start 
accumulating. We know 
each other on a first 

name basis here,” Rich-
ardson says.

“I am committed to 
not changing it much 
and I made sure I held 
on to the heart and soul 
of what it has always 
been. Although the store 
is gently updated and 
caringly modernized, I 
didn’t want to lose the 
old charm and I am care-
ful to preserve the feel of 
it,” Richardson says.

Hertz, Looney case delayed
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The tall fl ower stalk on the Adam’s needle.

Hertz-Looney trial

Bo Lynn’s re-opens

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Adam’s Needle
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 

and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Adam’s needle (Yucca filamentosa) is a 
small evergreen shrub that looks like it be-
longs in the southwest rather than Flori-
da. Its sword-shaped leaves have sharp tips 
and thread-like filaments along their edges. 
In early summer, a tall flower stalk emerg-
es to display nodding, cream-colored flowers. 
Hummingbirds and butterflies visit and yuc-
ca moths pollinate the blooms. Giant skip-
per caterpillars feed on the leaves. Also called 
beargrass, this slow grower prefers full sun 
and dry, sandy soil. Adam’s needle grows in 
scrub, sandhills, and coastal dunes in much 
of Florida. Its cousin, Spanish bayonet (Yucca 
aloifolia), has stiffer leaves, multiple trunks, 
and gets much larger. Adam’s needle is just 3 
feet tall and makes a striking specimen. Ad-
am’s needle recently finished blooming near 
the entrance to Sopchoppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

ffi e
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 2006. 
More than $1 million has been raised through the 

sale of lorida eal ors uppor  omeo er-
s ip for ll  spe ial  li e se pla es  which help 
fund affordable housing programs across Flori-
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to 
teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a 
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All” 
license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go 
toward marketing the plate.

a ed  
The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida 

Sheriffs Association  to develop and provide import-
ant trainin  for mem ers of local sheriff s of ices as 
well as deputies across the state.

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As-
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67 
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

 -  addi io al 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

From Front Page 

500 yards from the 
Spears-King home said 
that, at approximately 2 
a.m., Hertz came to her 
home requesting to use 
her telephone because 
“his truck had broken 
down.” She refused and 
the three men resumed 
their walk up the road 
towards the home of 
King and Spears. 

Acting as a decoy, 
Dempsey and Hertz 
knocked on the front 
door and asked if they 
could use a telephone. 
King gave them a cord-
less te lephone and 
Dempsey pretended 
to make a call. When 
Dempsey started to 
hand the phone back to 
King, Hertz forced his 
way into the home at 

gunpoint. 
Looney entered after 

him and targeted Spears 
with his rifle. King and 
Spears were forced face 
down on their bed after 
being bound and gagged 
with duct tape. After 
stealing various items 
and loading the stolen 
goods into the victims’ 
two vehicles, Hertz and 
Looney decided that they 
could not leave witness-
es and then informed 
Dempsey of their plan. 

King told the defen-
dants that she would 
“rather die being burnt 
up than shot.” 

She then stated, 
“Please, God, don’t shoot 
me in the head.” Hertz 
replied, “Sorry, can’t 
do that,” before he shot 
her. Looney started fir-
ing and was followed by 

Dempsey. Both King and 
Spears died as a result 
of the gunshot wounds.

After the shootings, 
the house was set afire. 
Looney drove away in 
the victims’ Ford Mus-
tang with Dempsey as a 
passenger, while Hertz 
drove the victims’ white 
Ford Ranger. 

Hertz, Looney, and 
Dempsey then drove to 
Daytona Beach where 
they were involved in a 
shootout after a police 
pursuit. Looney and 
Dempsey abandoned the 
Mustang and were ar-
rested as they were flee-
ing the scene. Hertz suf-
fered a gunshot wound 
to the head and paid 
$100 for a cab-ride to 
his aunt’s St. Augustine 
home. Hertz was arrest-
ed that day and police 
discovered Spears’ 9mm 
gun in Hertz’s bag. 

From Front Page 

“Miss Joy is hopeful-
ly happy to see it come 
back to life, to see the 
community hub, and see 
the people she loved still 
frequenting and enjoy-
ing the store.”

“It is such a special 
place and I promise to 
take care of it. I figured 
if Joy could do it by 
herself, I will try it too; 
the store has only been 
open for 6 weeks and 
the community is slowly 
recognizing it is still the 
same special store it 
always has been,” Rich-
ardson says.

“It is important to be 
consistent for the people 
who need food, coffee, 
groceries and a chair to 
feel welcome. There is 

always food and conver-
sation going, who knows 
where this is going to. 

“It’s always nice to 
know what to expect, 
good coffee, good service 
and great people. We 
offer breakfast Thursday 
through Sunday and 
new to the store is a sin-
gle beer or wine by the 
glass and there is indoor 
and outdoor seating to 
enjoy.”

Next to the store is 
Richardson’s brother 
Ryan’s food truck Ry 
Ry’s Kitchen which of-
fers barbecue Thursday 
through Sunday. 

“Erin Farmer is a 
friend who helps me run 
the store. You can find 
me or Erin here every 
day, we are open 7 days 
a week,” Richardson 

stated.
Bicyclist Scot Benton, 

partner Cassie McGlynn 
and friend Lee Berger 
visited the store often 
before the new owner-
ship. 

“We used to come here 
a lot and when Miss Joy 
passed away, we would 
come down this road 
and see no action,” says 
McGlynn. “We saw the 
remodeling of the store, 
gas tanks taken away... 
It took some time, but 
the store is back to life.”

“The favorite thing of 
my new journey owning 
the store is the history 
that has been here – as 
long as it has – and it 
has always thrived. The 
second favorite thing 
is the community’s re-
sponse has been great, 
they are accepting and 
embracing us,” Richard-
son says with a smile.

� e Wakulla High School Class of 2003 held a reunion 

to mark 20 years since graduation. � e reunion was 
held at the historic Lodge at Wakulla Springs State 
Park. (Special to � e Sun)
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NWF Health Network is funding the position

Local Republican Party awards Freedom scholarships

Sheri� Jared Miller with David Conn and NWF Health 
Network CEO Mike Watkins.

Local GOP Chair Mike Watkins with school board member Josh Brown and the �ve scholarship recipients –  
Sydney Andres (Wakulla Christian School), Cole Hening (Wakulla High School) , Britton Nichols (Wakulla High School), 

Braeden Paul (Wakulla High School), and Taylor Pierini (Wakulla Christian School) – 
with state Rep. Jason Shoaf and school board chair Melisa Taylor.

Special to The Sun

Paws of Wakulla, Inc is excited and honored to 
have been awarded a grant through the Capital City 
Bank Group Foundation, presented by Amy Geiger, 
President of the CCBG Crawfordville branch office.

By LINDA ANN 
McDONALD

The Wakulla Republi-
can Executive Commit-
tee announced the five 
recipients of the first 
ever Wakulla Freedom 
Scholarships on Mon-
day, June 12. 

The $1,000 scholar-
ships were competitive, 
and recipients were se-
lected based on their 
2023 graduation from 
Wakulla public, private 
or home schools. Each 
recipient authored an 
essay on the importance 
of Freedom and how it 
affects the citizens of 
Wakulla County.

More  than  2 ,000 
Wakulla County stu-
dents attend grades 
7-12. The Wakulla Re-
publican Executive Com-
mittee recognizes the 
value of the youth in our 
community, and we are 
committed to fostering 
education on civics that 
is pro-America, pro-Lib-
erty, and pro-Freedom. 
Our goal is to provide the 
tools and experiences 
our youth need to gain 
perspective, resilience 
and a commitment to 
this nation we all love 
so much.

Recipients include 
Sydney Andres (Wakulla 
Christian School), Cole 
Hening (Wakulla High 
School) , Britton Nichols 

(Wakulla High School), 
Braeden Paul (Wakulla 
High School), and Taylor 
Pierini (Wakulla Chris-
tian School).

The  scho larsh ips 
has no limits; it can be 
applied to traditional 
post-secondary schools 
or to students pursuing 
a trade. 

Cole Hening, scholar-

ship recipient said, “I am 
happy to be here; I have 
my eyes on being a Line-
man and moving forward 
with my dreams.” 

Britton Nichols said, 
“I am honored, and I 
look forward to using 
my scholarship for my 
tuition for the 2-year 
plan to TCC and the 
transition 2 year plan 

to FSU, I am deciding 
on majoring in Busi-
ness.”  When asked what 
she will bring with her 
from Wakulla to her new 
school, Britton said, “I 
will treat my peers like I 
was treated in Wakulla 
County, which is with 
respect and kindness.” 

Braeden Paul will be 
attending Enterprise 

State College playing 
soccer, Sydney Andres 
plans on going to Gulf 
State for Business and 
have her Realtor’s li-
cense by October while 
Taylor Pierini will be 
going to TCC and FSU 
with an interest in Psy-
chology.

Wakulla County Com-
missioner Mike Kemp, 

who attended the awards 
ceremony, said, “This is 
one of the best things 
we have done to give 
our youth a better un-
derstanding of what Re-
publicans stand for and 
what we stand for. 

Commissioner Ralph 
Thomas said, “I think it’s 
good the GOP can recog-
nize the achievements of 
these young patriots. I 
hope where they decide 
to go, they continue to 
remember America, our 
Constitution, our Free-
dom and the importance 
of protecting this every-
day.”

Sherry Parks said, 
“We hope the students 
stay true to the core 
concepts our nation was 
built on and to not waive 
to popular misconcep-
tions that are prevalent 
to our culture today.”

Mike Watkins, local 
GOP chair said, “These 
young men and women 
are shining examples 
in our community and 
they are committed to 
protecting our freedom. 
They have put in the 
hard work to build their 
character, and their op-
portunity to further their 
education.

“Today we celebrate 
their success and we 
want to promote their 
pursuit of the American 
Dream,” Watkins said.
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Sheri� ’s o�ce adds David Conn as 
mental health coordinator

PAWS donation

Special to The Sun

In the ongoing fight 
against substance abuse 
and mental health issues 
in our community, Sheriff 
Miller and the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
with the help of the NWF 
Health Network have 
added a new member 
to the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office – David 
Conn, as a substance 
abuse and mental health 
coordinator.

The sheriff’s office re-
ceived funding through 
the NWF Health Network 
for a Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Co-
ordinator. With the help 
of NWF Health Network, 
this coordinator will be 
available to help resi-
dents who are seeking 
assistance with their sub-
stance abuse or mental 
health needs.

“Our goal is to im-
plement a strategy that 
includes prevention, en-
forcement, and rehabili-
tation for citizens in need 
in our community,” said 
Sheriff Jared Miller.

The new coordinator 
will meet with individuals 
seeking assistance and 
help to provide them with 

the resources that best 
fit them as they choose 
their next step to recov-
ery. These resources will 
be free and available to 
residents of all ages.” This 
new position is respon-
sible for assessing and 
coordinating substance 
abuse recovery and pre-
vention programs, as well 
as mental health services, 
to meet the needs of the 
members of the commu-
nity.

“Everyone at NWF 
Health Network would 
like to thank Sheriff Mill-
er for prioritizing this 
resource to the communi-
ty.  NWF Health Network 
is committed to making 
sure our families and 
kids get everything they 
need deal with and over-
come substance abuse 
and mental health is-
sues,” said Mike Watkins, 
NWF Network CEO.

If you or a loved one 
is seeking more infor-
mation regarding sub-
stance abuse programs 
or mental health ser-
vices, please contact the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office, 850-745-7100 and 
ask to speak with David 
Conn.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
PATRICIA GAIL WHITE,
DECEASED.

CASE NO. 2023-CP- 66
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
  Th e na m e of  th e Dec ed ent, th e d es ig na tion of  th e Cou rt in w h ic h  th e 
administration	of	 this	Estate	 is	pending,	and	 the	file	number	are	 indicated	
above.	 The	 address	 of	 the	 Court	 is	 Wakulla	 County	 Courthouse,	 3056	
Crawfordville	Highway,	Crawfordville,	FL	32327.	The	name	and	address	of	
the	Personal	Representative	and	the	Personal	Representative’s	Attorney	are	
set	forth	below.
		If	you	have	been	served	with	a	copy	of	this	Notice	and	you	have	any	claim	
or	demand	against	the	Decedent’s	Estate,	even	if	that	claim	is	unmatured,	
contingent	or	unli uidated,	you	must	file	your	claim	with	this	Court	ON	OR	
BEFORE THE LATER OF A DATE THAT IS THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY (30) 
DAYS AFTER YOU RECEIVE A COPY OF THIS NOTICE.
All	other	creditors	of	 the	Decedent	and	other	persons	who	have	claims	or	
demands	 against	 the	Decedent’s	 Estate,	 including	 unmatured,	 contingent	
or	unli uidated	claims,	must	file	their	claims	with	the	Court	WITHIN	THREE	
(3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE. ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED. 
EVEN IF A CLAIM IS NOT BARRED BY THE LIMITATIONS DESCRIBED 
ABOVE, ALL CLAIMS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN FILED WILL BE BARRED 
TWO	(2)	YEARS	AFTER	THE	DECEDENT’S	DEATH.
The	Decedent’s	death	was	on	August	22,	2022.
The	date	of	first	publication	of	this	Notice	was	June	15,	2023
BOBBY JACK WHITE, JR.
6676	Landover	Circle
Tallahassee,	FL	32317																																																																											
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

WILLIAM H. WEBSTER
Attorney	at	Law
P.O. Box  4
Hos f ord  FL 32334
(850)	443-5901
billwebsterlaw@yahoo.com
ATTORNEY FOR THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

June 15, 22, 2023

Allstate Construction, Inc. (CGC1518758), 
the Construction Manager, will receive 

sealed bid proposals from pre-qualified 
subcontractors for Wakulla County School 

District’s WAKULLA CAREER ACADEMY
project, Crawfordville, Florida, for the 

following work:

Subcontractor Bid Proposals will be received until 
2:00pm Eastern Time on June 29, 2023, at Allstate
Construction, Inc., 5718 Tower Road, Tallahassee, FL 
32303.
Pre-Bid Site Visit will be held on June 14, 2023, 10:00am 
Eastern Time at 3237 Coastal Highway, Crawfordville, 
FL 32327.
Bid Proposal documents are available from Allstate 
Construction, Inc.
Email: jwright@allstateconstruction.com
Phone: 850-514-1004
Allstate Construction, Inc. reserves the right to waive any 
irregularities and/or reject any and all Bid Proposals.

03A – Concrete
04A – Masonry
06A – Cabinets
07A – Foamed-in-Place 

Insulation & 
Sprayed Foam 
Insulation

08A – Doors, Frames & 
Hardware

08B – Overhead Doors
08C – Glass
09A – Gypsum Board 

Assemblies
09B – Acoustical Ceilings
09C – Epoxy Flooring
09D – Tile, Carpet & 

Resilient Flooring
09E – Acoustical Wall 

Panels
09F – Painting
10A – Building & Site 

Accessories

13A – Pre-Engineered 
Metal Building 
System

21A – Fire Sprinkler
22A – Plumbing
23A – HVAC
23B – HVAC Testing, 

Adjusting & 
Balancing

26A – Electrical
27A – Communications 

Cabling System
27B – Audio-Video 

System
27C – Intercom System
28A – Access Control 

System
28B – Video Surveillance 

System
28C – Fire Alarm System
31A – Site
32A – Fencing

June 15, 22, 2023
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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“It’s A New Day!”

Second oyster reef restoration experiments fi nished

Something on your mind? 
Email Letters to the Editor to 
editor@thewakullasun.com; or mail 
it or drop it by the o�  ce at 12 Arran 

Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• ore reporters on the street
• ore local news about our com-

munity
• ore local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

From Aplachicola Bay 
System Initiative

In early ay, the 
Apalachicola Bay System 
Initiative (ABSI) complet-
ed its second round of 
oyster reef restoration 
experiments. With the 
help of almost 20 local 
oystermen and women, 
they were able to effec-
tively deploy 416 cubic 
yards of limerock, 416 
cubic yards of concrete, 
and 96 cubic yards of 
shell into the Cat Point 
area of Apalachicola.

These materials were 
strategically deployed 
between 16 sites (50 ft x 
26 ft) along the Cat Point 
region, approximate-
ly 2,000 feet southeast 
from the nearest shore-
line. The 16 sites were 
further broken down into 
4 areas with 4 distinct 
treatment types. Treat-
ments were comprised of 
the following:

1. 2-6” limerock de-
ployed 15” high

2. 2-6” limerock de-
ployed 12” high with 3” 
of cured shell deployed 
on top

3. 4-6” concrete de-
ployed 15” high

4. 4-6” concrete de-

ployed 12” high with 3” 
of cured shell deployed 
on top.

The deployment will 
help to further clari-

fy how substrate type 
(limerock, concrete, and 
shell) potentially affects 
oyster growth rates and 
mortality, spat settle-

ment, predator pres-
ence, and overall oyster 
health. ABSI aims to 
continuously monitor 
these 16 sites over the 

next 2 years.
A deployment of this 

scale would not have 
been successfully com-
pleted in only five days if 

it was not for the support 
and collaboration of lo-
cal oystermen and wom-
en. ABSI is excited to 
monitor the sites and is 
looking forward to shar-
ing their results with the 
public in due time!

The Apalachicola Bay 
System Initiative (ABSI) 
seeks to gain insight into 
the root causes of the de-
cline of the Bay’s ecosys-
tem and the deterioration 
of oyster reefs. Ultimate-
ly, the ABSI will develop 
a management and res-
toration plan for the oys-
ter reefs and the health 
of the Bay. Funded by 
Triumph Gulf Coat, Inc., 
ABSI is developing a plan 
in concert with the agen-
cies responsible for the 
management and con-
servation of the region, 
the stakeholders whose 
lives are tied inextricably 
to these waters, and the 
natural and social scien-
tists whose research will 
help inform the resulting 
policy decisions. The sci-
entific and logistical hub 
of ABSI is the Florida 
State University Coast-
al & Marine Laborato-
ry located in St. Teresa, 
Franklin County.

Editor, The Sun:

Outside, the hawthorns, oaks, hick-
ory trees, palms and pines stopped 
dripping. In fact, the vegetation is 
resting; it is calm and quiet after the 
hours-long midnight light show, con-
stant thunder, gusting rain.

Had I experienced the thousands 
of lightning flashes per second in my 
80 years on this earth? Without any 
access to research about my environ-
ment in North Florida, it is almost im-
possible to dig through the files in my 
brain. For now, I am emulating the 
calmness of the outside.

Inside the house—a different calm-
ness. The only sound is from the radio. 
No flashing lights on the modem. No 
blue, no red and certainly no green. 
That is life without access to the world-
wide web. It has been this way for a 
week. This is the second time road 
work in unit one of Wakulla Gardens 
has severed the telephone line.

Depending on whether I want to 
look up an exotic recipe, or have my 
morning Wordle fix, reality mirrors 
this morning’s outside. All is calm, all 
is quiet.

It is too quiet. There is no certain-
ty any more that the internet provider, 
or the workers digging deep holes in 
my access roads to Wakulla Gardens 
have a clue that we are back here in 
the woods. Are we beyond reach of the 
modern world  aybe so. This might 

be a good thing, right? “An agent will 
be back with you shortly.” The concept 
of “shortly” means Century Link has 
gone bananas with its texts that are 
the only response to outage reports.

I am grateful that we have no chil-
dren addicted to any electronic media. 
Yet my brain is addicted. The embar-
rassing realization pokes holes in my 
calmness. There is no more access to 
the international media I relish read-
ing in the morning, or instant answers 
to INaturalist or erlin to affirm what I 
am seeing outside.

Ooops, I spoke too soon. The Rusty 
Haw outside my picture window just 
caught a large branch from the Lau-
rel Oak. The wood piles are teetering. 
A reminder that I may have to contact 
Century Link (again) to tell that com-
pany that I appreciate some of their 
workers trying for more than a week to 
discern what has been broken under-
neath the roads. I have no intention of 
paying their full monthly bill.

We have an outside antenna — 
when it storms, it is spotty at best. I 
may have to resort to NO television as 
well. Except for the weather forecast-
ers. That way I will know when my for-
est will begin shaking off more mois-
ture or limbs while I resurrect my yoga 
mat to straighten up.

Madeleine H. Carr
Crawfordville

Special to The Sun

Join the Crooked River Light-
house for a Full oon Climb on 

onday, July rd from 8 to 10 p.m. 
in Carrabelle. 

Climb to the top of the tallest 
lighthouse on the Forgotten Coast 
and see breathtaking views of the 
bay and Carrabelle Beach under 
the glow of the full moon. Enjoy 
an after-hours visit of the Keeper’s 

House useum and see the new 
exhibit for the lighthouse’s original 
Fresnel lens. 

Advance reservations for a climb 
timeslot are required. Cost is $8 for 
adults and $3 for children.

All climbers must be at least 
44 inches tall. For reservations or 
questions, call 850-697-2732. 

Funded in part by the Frank-
lin County Tourist Development 
Council. 

Road work keeps cutting internet
Full moon climb at Carrabelle light

An oysterman carefully dumps concrete pieces onto one of the o� shore restoration experiment sites. � e green site, 
marked out by a 16-foot PVC pole has 12 inches of concrete pieces and 3 inches of shell on top.
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ WILLIE JEFFERSON
RETIRED

“I t helps  all the 
c rops  gr ow .”

CLIFF “ TAZ ”  HANCOCK
CORNERSTONE TOOLS

“ It w aters  all the 
plants , keeps  nature 
and w i ldli f e g oi ng . It 
fi lls Wakulla Springs. 

And my daug hter, Is s y, 
and I li ke to danc e i n 

i t.”

As ked at Craw f ordv i lle Q ui c k Stop on a rai ny day:

TAMMI COX
QUICK STOP

Its good fi shing 
eather  he fi sh 

c ome rolli ng  i n w i th 
the ti de. My daddy 

taugh t me that a long 
ti me ago .”

“I t keeps  me 
f rom ge tti ng 
s unburned.”

CHUCK  ROBINSON
I.T.

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

CULLEN MORRIS
BIOLOGIST

“ I li ke s eei ng  the 
Sopc hoppy Ri v er 
ri s e and bac k- up 
i nto the w oods .”

What do you like about the rain?

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

I’m going to start with the best 
news first. Sebastian Mosley-Ben-
net received his new heart this past 
weekend and is doing really well. 
Family and friends are overjoyed, 
but everyone recognizes there is still 
a journey ahead. His family asks 

that we remember the family of the 
donor child. It was their generosity 
in sharing their child’s organs that 
has saved the lives of other babies. 
All of your loving prayers are so ap-
preciated and welcome.

I hope everyone had a happy Fa-
ther’s Day this past Sunday. Ed and 
I celebrated, with me taking him out 

to Sunday dinner!
I was very excited to read that the 

Wakulla County Public Library will 
be getting a slice of the funding pie 
in the near future. Having watched 
the library develop over the years, 
always growing with the county’s 
needs, I can’t wait to see what’s 
coming. I know they are outgrow-
ing their current digs, so this hasn’t 
come a minute too soon.

Please continue to lift Clem Bun-

ker, the Carter families, the Lynn 
family, the Vickery family, the Ken-
drick family, the Hurst family, the 
Hobby family, the Hodges family 
and the Sloan-Peacock family in 
your prayers.

Thelma Watts was able to receive 
a pacemaker and is growing stron-
ger, and  Faye Sweeney continues to 
need our prayers.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Hope everyone had a good Fa-
ther’s Day. 

It always brings good memories 
back to me – I had a great father, we 
spent days, nights, weeks, months, 
years of time together. 

He always had something to 
make you feel happy – words of en-
couragement or a good meal he had 
cooked.

My daddy taught us about life – 
my three sisters and three brothers. 

I always wanted to be like my dad-
dy because he had a way about him 
that made everybody feel like they 
were loved and cared for.

I am thankful to my Heavenly Fa-
ther because He did what no earthly 
father could do – He died to save us 
and set us free from all our sin.

We can pray that, as believers in 
Christ Jesus, men and women, boys 
and girls everywhere will be saved 
from their sins.

During the rough times of life we 
can pray. We can pray when things 

are going good in our life. Prayer 
is the Christian’s greatest weap-
on, and it is the key that will open 
locked doors for us.

We should start our day with 
prayer and end with prayer. The 
Word says that we should always 
pray. When we pray, have faith and 
and believe in God for what you ask 
you will receive. 

It is time people of God united, 
not just in words, but in prayer. 

Let us pray for world leaders and 
ask God for men and women who 
love Him.

We want to give a shout-out to 
the fathers for their participation 

in the Special Fathers Day Service 
held at Skipper Temple Church on 
your special day. The Father’s Day 
message was delivered by Deacon 
Larry Bell. Thanks to Elder Andrew 
Morris and all the fathers and ev-
eryone in the fellowship. May the 
Lord bless you real good.

Our prayers and concern goes out 
to all the sick and shut-in, those in 
hospitals, nursing homes, prison, 
the homeless, those who have lost 
loved ones and family members. Let 
us pray for one another, and reach 
out to those in need everywhere. 
Our prayer can reach places we 
won’t go.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Calendar of events for the week of June 22

On the Horizon
� ursday, June 22

• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla 
County meets at the TCC Wakulla 
Center at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night 
will be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran 
Road in Crawfordville, every Th urs-
day. Th ere will be concessions and 
raffl  es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. 
and Yin Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. 
Classes are $12, packages available 
at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. Please RSVP email at new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, June 23

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and 8 p.m. every Friday at the 
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Saturday, June 24
 
• 3rd Annual Gage Pitman Rockin’ 
Reds Fishing Tournament will be 
held at Woolley Park in Panacea from 
9 a.m. to 4 pm. over the weekend.  
• Sopchoppy Opry at the Historic 
Sopchoppy High School Auditorium 
featuring Tony Anderson and Easy 
Company starting at 7 p.m. Individu-
al show tickets are $15 each.
•  St. Marks Community Market, 
sponsored by Discover St. Marks, will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 815 
Port Leon Drive.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Monday, June 26

• Th e Sopchoppy Lions Club meets 
the 4th Monday of each month 
at the Historic Sopchoppy High 
School at 6:30 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is 
available weekly for anyone with 
memory impairment at no cost 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen 
Baptist Church.
• Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Re-
storative Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe. 
Classes are $12, packages available 
at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. Please RSVP email at new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, June 27
 
• Sopchoppy Community Dinner 
is held every week at the Towles 
House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Yin Yoga at 10:30 a.m. and Flow 
Yoga at 6 p.m. with Nellie. Class-
es are $12, packages available at 
New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. Please RSVP email at new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, June 28

• Line Dance class will be held at 1 
p.m. at the Wakulla Senior Center.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and at 6:30 p.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun

www.TheWakullaSun.com
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

“This is so cool!” ex-
claims Ella. “I get to 
see four small guns 
in action, then shoot 
them myself!”

Ella has a Ruger 
Mark IV. She under-
stands the rules of 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office range, 
and has shot here a 
few times before. I am 
confident she will keep 
the muzzle of a gun 
pointing down range 
and will keep her fin-
ger off the trigger until 
she is ready to shoot. 
Of course, I’m confi-
dent that Joe and I are 
watching her as well.

“Those little guys are 
practically the same 
gun.” She’s looking 
at the Sig Sauer .380 
P238 and the Sig 9mm 
P938 Scorpion. “And 
they’re so tiny! I know 
they’ll be super simple 
to shoot, because they 
are light and small. 
They’ll fit easily into 
my carry purse. Which 
one is better?”

She’s right. They are 
extremely similar when 
you’re just looking at 
them.

For instance, the 
.380 weighs just 15 
ounces, while the 9mm 
weighs 16 ounces. 
Pretty close, huh?

The .380’s barrel 
is 2.7 inches, while 
the 9mm’s is 3 inch-
es. While the .380 is 
5.5 inches overall, the 
9mm is a bit longer at 

6 inches.
They are both 1.1 

inches wide. They are 
also both 3.9 inches 
tall.

So, yes, I’d say they 
both will fit nicely into 
most carry purses, and 
if you plan to carry on 
your body, they’ll both 
fit in or outside the 
waistband.

Ella is a fairly new 
shooter. Her precon-
ceived notion that be-
cause the size of the 
guns is so similar, that 
they will be also similar 
to shoot.

She holds the .380 
and aims. Then she 
holds the 9mm and 
aims.

“They even feel the 
same in my hands!” 
she says happily. “Now, 
Marj. You shoot the 
.380. Then I’ll watch 
Joe shoot the 9mm.”

I’m shooting offhand. 
(That’s my left. I’m very 
right-handed.)

Since the .380 is 
mine, I know it has a 
light trigger pull and 
trigger travel is short. 
The recoil is easy, but 
you need to hold tight-
ly. Short grips usually 
don’t allow you to hold 
on with all your fingers. 
You have more control 
when your pinky and 
ring fingers can fit on 
the grip. Fortunately, 
my fingers are small 
and I have no problem 
with the grip.

We are shooting 5 
rounds with each gun. 
We are shooting at 
small 5.5 inch targets.

I grip and aim the 
.380. Five shots.

Well, that’s not so 
good. Only three of 
the rounds have hit 
the target. And they’re 
not close to the x-ring. 
However, if we’re look-
ing at aiming for crit-
ical mass, staying on 
or close to a target this 
size isn’t too bad. 

I’ve done much bet-

ter. Sigh. Don’t we 
shoot better when no 
one is watching? 

Next, Joe shoots the 
very similar 9mm P938 
Scorpion.

Well, it’s surprisingly 
not so similar after all. 
Yes, he hits the target 
with all five rounds. 
However, the holes are 
scattered, and not near 
the x-ring. But hey, 
they’re on the target! 
That’s the bottom line.

“Your hands moved 
upwards quite a bit,” 
notices Ella. “Looks 
like that gun has a lot 
more kick than the 
.380.”

“Yes,” agrees Joe. “It 
has more recoil than 
the next gun I’m going 
to shoot. I prefer the 
Sig Sauer 365 X-Comp. 
The 365 is also a 9mm 
gun, but is compact 
rather than micro. The 
barrel is barely larger 
than the P938 that I 
just shot. It’s 3.1 inch 
versus the 3 inch Scor-
pion.

It’s more than a half 
inch longer overall, and 
weighs 21.5 ounces 

versus the Scorpion’s 
16 ounces. The height 
on the 365 is a full 
5.2 inches versus that 
Scorpion’s 3.9 inches. 
You’d have to decide 
whether you can or 
whether you want to 
fit this guy in a purse. 
However, you might not 
have a problem carry-
ing it on your body.

While the other guns 
we shoot today are 
hammer guns, this 
365 is striker-fired. 
No hammer. I don’t 
usually prefer strik-
er-fired guns, but I 
find this one to be very 
accurate. Also, it car-
ries 17 rounds in the 
magazine. And it has a 
flat trigger. I like a flat 
trigger.

He aims. Shoots.
Ah. All five rounds 

group tightly around 
the x-ring with one 
smack in the red bull’s-
eye. Nice.

Next, I shoot the 
Smith & Wesson Equal-
izer. It’s also a compact 
9mm handgun. It’s a 
bit more than a half 
ounce heavier than the 

365 and has a barrel 
that is slightly more 
than a half an inch 
longer. Right out of 
the box, it comes with 
10, 13 and 15-round 
magazines. You get an 
UpLula too!

Still shooting off-
hand, I plug all five 
rounds into the target. 
Ha! This time, I get a 
fairly close grouping 
with one in the x-ring. 

“I’m not so sure I’d 
want to shoot that 9mm 
Scorpion,” Ella con-
templates. “I thought 
it would be as easy to 
manage as the .380 
238. They are so close 
in size and the grip 
feels the same, but the 
9mm packs so much 
more kick. I don’t want 
that.

I’m looking for a de-
fensive carry gun. After 
watching you guys, I’d 
consider the three oth-
er guns. If I decide to 
carry in my purse, it’s 
the .380: hands down.

For carry appendix 
style? 

I can’t decide be-
tween the Sig 365 

X-Comp and the S&W 
Equalizer.”

She takes her turn 
and shoots these two 
guns.

“Wow.” Ella’s im-
pressed. “I like them 
both. Looking up pric-
ing, I see that the S&W 
Equalizer with its 3 
magazines and UpLu-
la is about $200 less 
than the Sig 365 with 
2 magazines.

I like $200 less.
If you’d asked me 

which gun to choose 
an hour ago, I’d have 
gone with the Sig 938 
Scorpion because it’s 
more powerful than the 
.380. But it shoots a lot 
harder.

Since I’m looking 
for a defensive gun, I’ll 
choose the Equalizer. 
I’ll wear it instead of 
carrying it in my purse.

Size  isn ’ t  every-
thing.”

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

Perception of micro compact & compact handguns

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR
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BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob 
� ompson, on his weekly wildlife survey at the 

park last week, snapped this photo of an anhinga 
drying its wings on a cypress knee.
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We hope that all the 
fathers and father-figures 
out there had a safe and 
happy Father’s Day!

Last week, we shared 
some information pub-
lished in the 2022 USCG 
Boating Coast Guard 
summary of the recre-
ational boating statistics.   

The report stated that 
“Most incidents occur 
in benign conditions—
calm waters, light wind, 
and good visibility—un-
der which you may least 
expect to end up in the 
water, which is why it 
is critical to wear a life 
jacket and engine cut-
off switch at all times as 
they are designed to save 
your life,” stated Captain 
Troy Glendye, Chief of 
the Coast Guard’s Office 
of Auxiliary and Boating 
Safety.  The Coast Guard 
reminds boaters to en-
sure life jackets are ser-
viceable, properly sized, 
correctly fastened, and 
suitable for your activity.

Where boating instruc-
tion was known, 74 per-
cent of deaths occurred on 

vessels where the operator 
had not received boating 
safety instruction.  The 
Coast Guard encourages 
all boaters take a boating 
safety course that meets 
the National Boating Ed-
ucation Standards before 
they go boating.

The most common 
vessel types involved in 
reported incidents were 
open motorboats, person-
al watercraft, and cabin 
motorboats.  Where vessel 
type was known, the ves-
sel types with the highest 
percentage of deaths were 
open motorboats (47 per-
cent), kayaks (14 percent), 

and personal watercraft 
and pontoons (9 percent).

The data is based on 
incidents that resulted in 
at least one of the follow-
ing criteria:  death, disap-
pearance, injury that re-
quired medical treatment 
beyond first aid, damages 
to the vessel(s) or other 
property that equaled or 
exceeded $2,000, or a loss 
of vessel.

In addition to wearing 
a life jacket and taking a 
boating safety course, the 
Coast Guard recommends 
all boaters to attach the 
engine cut-off switch, get 

a free vessel safety check, 
and boat sober.

We will continue to 
highlight these statistics 
in the coming weeks.  Safe 
Boating is everyone’s re-
sponsibility.  The trends 
are moving in the right 
direction and we want 
to continue to see these 
numbers decreasing. 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember safe 
boating is no accident!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on FaceBook 
@ Apalachee Bay Flotilla 
12 or contact our Flotilla 
Commander Phil Hill at 
pnkkhill2000@yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
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Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 
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Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
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From FWC

This report represents 
some events the FWC 
handled June 2-8 in the 
Northwest region. (There 
were no cases reported for 
Wakulla County.) 

SANTA ROSA COUNTY

• On emorial Day, 
Officers Burkhead and 
Roberson were patrolling 
Blackwater Wildlife Man-
agement Area when they 
noticed a truck parked 
with a male and a female 
on a closed road inside 
of the management area. 
When the officers went 
to address the violation, 
they found the registered 
owner of the vehicle to be 
currently on probation for 
numerous drug offenses. 
Officer Burkhead noticed 
that the female appeared 
under the influence of 
some unknown drug. The 

officers gained consent 
to search the vehicle and 
located a large bag of a 
white crystal substance 
as well as a glass smok-
ing device under the seat. 
The male immediately 
admitted the substance 
was his. Upon further 
investigation, they found 
that the substance tested 
positive for methamphet-
amine and the amount 
to be over 14 grams in 
weight. The subject was 
arrested for possession 
of methamphetamine, 
trafficking of metham-
phetamine, possession of 
drug paraphernalia and 
violation of probation. 
The subject was trans-
ported and booked into 
the Santa Rosa County 
Jail.

• Officers Bur head 
and Pettey were conduct-
ing an investigation in-
volving deer depredation 
permits. While interview-

ing with the subject, they 
noticed he never closed 
out a current deer depre-
dation permit he was us-
ing the night before. The 
subject was charged with 
failing to produce and 
keep a copy of the permit 
in his possession as well 
as other deer depredation 
permit violations.

• Officers Bur head 
and Wilkenson received a 
report regarding a vessel 
that had recently become 
derelict in Indian Bayou. 
The officers located the 
vessel and found it to 
be in a submerged and 
wrecked condition. The 
officers learned the vessel 
had been sold recently. 
When the officers located 
the person who was in 
last control of the ves-
sel, they conducted an 
interview and found the 
subject had capsized the 
vessel and left it in the 
water in a wrecked con-

dition. Officer Wilkinson 
charged the subject with 
leaving a derelict vessel 
on state waters.

ESCAMBIA COUNTY

• Officer Hahr was on 
patrol in the Pensacola 
Pass when he observed a 
charter vessel returning 
from the Gulf of Mexico. 
He stopped the vessel to 
check their catch, and 
the captain stated they 
had caught a blacktip 
shark. When inspecting 
the shark, Officer Hahr 
identified it as a spinner 
shark, a similar species, 
and provided information 
about the difference be-
tween blacktip and spin-
ner sharks. The spinner 
shark was approximately 
10” under the legal size 
and the captain was is-
sued a citation for pos-
session of the undersized 
shark.

FWC Law Enforcement Report

Prepare for hurricane season.

With the start of hurricane season we have had 
a couple of days of potential bad weather but not 
from the Gulf of Mexico like we normally expect this 
time of the year. It really showed me the unpredict-
ability of nature here in Florida. It also showed me 
how really unprepared we are for some of the weird 
weather patterns that we get.

Besides me being a scuba diving instructor I am 
also a sergeant for the WCSO Reserve / SSO vol-
unteer devision and I am part of the storm patrol 
during the storms we get when they get ugly. This 
last round of storms were no different. We get called 
out when trees and power lines start coming down 
to be assigned in different areas in the county.

With that said, the weather service is tracking a 
couple of potential tropical depressions that could 
turn into tropical storms in the Atlantic. This means 
that if they develop then they could head to the Gulf 
of Mexico. Once in the Gulf, it’s anybody’s guess 
where it could head. The Gulf waters are warming up 
very quickly and that could be a potential problem 
for the Gulf Coast of Florida. Let’s not forget we just 
went through Hurricane Ian.

This brings me to the main point of this article and 
that is preparedness for this hurricane season. Even 
with the mild storms we have gone through this last 
week it still brought damaging winds and possibly 
a tornado or two in Wakulla County. We have seen 
real damage from this and it can be devastating 
especially for one house that was heavily damaged 
by a falling tree. So the big question is how do you 
prepare for storms especially the tropical version?

Fortunately when it comes from the Gulf we are 
generally given a few days or even a week’s warning 
of the oncoming storm or hurricane. This is not the 
time to just let it go and say it probably won’t hit 
us here in Wakulla County. You should try to be 
prepared whether it hits here or not. I have lived in 
this county for 17 years and have been a volunteer 
for the Sheriff’s Office about the same time and in the 
years I’ve lived here I have seen several bad tropical  
storms that could have potentially been devastating 
but at the last minute they might turn towards the 
west or make landfall just south of us.

With all the new construction of homes and neigh-
borhoods going in along with the folks that are flee-
ing the north to live here I’m afraid when we do get 
a direct hit from a bad tropical storm or a category 
3 hurricane it will be devastating for us. I strongly 
urge all of you especially you that have moved in 
Wakulla over the last year to contact the Sheriff’s 
Office to get a hurricane preparedness brochure to 
help you be as prepared as you can be.

Please take this article to heart and stay safe 
through this new hurricane season of 2023.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999

24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  
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Time to conquer your procrastinating ways?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Do you accomplish 
most of what you hope 
to each day? Or would 
you be thrilled to have 
one fully productive day 
each week – or at least 
once in your lifetime?

What we accomplish 
in any given day often 
depends on our circum-
stances. A CEO with 
mature, well-trained 
employees, for example, 
has more control over 
his or her schedule 
than a mother of mis-
chievously energetic 
children. Considering 
your specific situation, 
are you pleased with 
the way you manage 
your time, or does pro-
crastination consis-
tently hinder you?

In previous columns, 
I’ve confessed my strug-
gle with this chronic 
problem. I’m thankful 
for how much God has 

accomplished in me, 
but I still have a way to 
go. Truth be told, I put 
off writing this article 
about procrastination 
for several weeks. May-
be you can relate.

What if I told you 
that if we’ve put our 
trust in Christ, God 
has already placed a 
spirit of self-control 
(self-discipline) within 
us? Second Timothy 
1:7 (ESV) says, “For 
God gave us a spirit not 
of fear but of power and 
love and self-control.” 
The NIV version of the 
Bible says God gives us 
“self-discipline.”

What would happen 

if we believed this about 
ourselves and thought 
of ourselves as disci-
plined people? What 
if, the next time you’re 
tempted to give in to 
your old ways, you in-
stead declared, “God 
has given me a spirit of 
self-control; therefore, I 
can behave like a disci-
plined person”?

If you’re not ready to 
do this just yet, perhaps 
a good first step would 
be to go to your heaven-
ly Father and acknowl-
edge your struggle with 
time management. Ask 
Him to give you a heart 
of repentance (true sor-
row for not using your 

time wisely) and a de-
sire to appreciate the 
opportunity each day 
holds. Then allow the 
Holy Spirit to give you 
the faith to believe that 
God truly has given you 
a disciplined spirit. 

How would believ-
ing this change you? 
Would it make it easier 
to get up each day? 
Would it make you feel 
better about yourself 
when you go to bed 
each night?

Procrastination is 
a serious issue. Years 
ago, the panic I expe-
rienced when I feared 
that I’d never get con-
trol over it drove me 

to my knees. It wasn’t 
until I admitted my 
helplessness and asked 
God to change me that 
I began to experience 
victory. To this day, I 
continue to praise God 
for his powerful com-
passion. I pray you’ll 
experience the same 
victory.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net. 
Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.
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By CHERYL CRUCE

Once upon a time, I 
was the proud owner of 
a transistor radio. It was 
red in color, had AM/FM 
capability, and was pow-
ered by a 9-volt battery. 
Nonetheless, the capa-
bility of the FM came 
with its own brand of 
static. I recall setting the 
radio in the window of 
my room on clear nights, 
adjusting the dial slowly 
to tune in a station. On 

a really perfect night, my 
transistor would pick up 
Gulf 104 out of Tallahas-
see. If the reception last-
ed long enough, I would 
take out my reel-to-reel 
recorder, capturing the 
music for later use. I re-
member my excitement 
when I managed to tape 
John Lennon’s “Imag-
ine.” 

The song remains 
a favored melody even 
though I could not imag-
ine the future of the 
little dial with magical 
numbers. Today, with 
satellites, earbuds, and 
the onslaught of cell 
phones, transistor ra-
dios have become obso-
lete. My grandchildren 
believe my generation 
was deprived. Howev-
er, in the 1970s, my lit-
tle red companion was 

pretty groovy. It is what 
my ears and mind were 
accustomed to. It was all 
I knew; I found it satis-
fying. 

Life changes, and the 
simplicity of time past 
cannot be regained. For-
ty-five years after grad-
uation, a high school 
friend and I met at a local 
refuge to hike and enjoy 
the wildlife. The preserve 
is home to many species 
of birds, including the 
great bald eagle. I found 
myself amazed at how 
attuned she was to the 
sights and sounds of the 
trail. There was an inno-
cence in how she intro-
duced me to her person-
al sanctuary. She found 
solace among creation. 

As the day wore on, 
we made our way to my 
truck for the drive home. 

We conversed about life 
with the windows rolled 
down and the “satellite” 
radio playing. Then in 
mid-conversation, she 
said to listen. I heard 
nothing. She heard an 
eagle call to its mate. 
Turning around, we 
began looking for the 
source of what she was 
hearing. Eventually, we 
saw him perched high in 
an old pine tree, safe in 
his refuge. 

My friend taught me 
a lot during our time 
together. Just as I was 
passing by the eagle, 
unable to hear its cry, 
I have often passed by 
my Lord, not hearing 
His voice. Yet, His voice 
calls after me, encour-
aging me to walk in His 
ways. I am the one who 
turns left and right, not 

following after Him (Isa-
iah 30:21). Conversely, 
when my heart is tuned 
to His, I discover His 
presence (Isaiah 26:3). 
The Lord is near me 
(Isaiah 55:6). It is in Him 
that I find my refuge. 

The soul of man re-
quires the refuge of the 
Lord that the Psalmist 
writes about. The clat-
ter of this world often 
causes His voice to be 
brushed aside, unheard 
by man. Regardless, 
God remains our strong 
tower, our ever-present 
help in times of trouble 
when we seek him. We 
are the ones who need to 
turn around and pursue 
Him. 

Our lives are much 
like my transistor ra-
dio; we are not stat-
ic-free. Neither is faith 

static-free. We must 
fine-tune it with God’s 
Word. Sometimes we 
need to adjust the dial, 
or we will find ourselves 
driving past the joys of 
our Lord. Perhaps it is 
time we clear the world’s 
static and tune in to 
our Lord. God anxious-
ly awaits our return to 
the stronghold to restore 
our hope in Him (Zecha-
riah 9:12).

“But as for me, it is 
good to be near God. I 
have made the Sover-
eign Lord my refuge; I 
will tell of all His deeds.” 
Psalm 73:28

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

Every once in a while, 
I have a little thought 
giggling in my brain to 
the effect that if only I 
had it my way. I don’t 
have it often, but I try to 
take it seriously when 
I do.

My personal history 
is that it turns out to 
be a disaster whenever 
I have everything my 
way. And, boy, have I 
had disasters in my life.

I often think of Frank 
Sinatra’s song, “I Did It 
My Way.” For the life of 
me, I do not know what 
that is all about. Maybe 
it worked for him, but it 
hasn’t worked for me, 
at least not yet. If I did 
everything my way, I’m 
sure I would be locked 
up in jail or an insane 
asylum by now. I’m not 
sure which is worse.

Regarding this, the 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage has sev-
eral PhD.s in “Doing 
It My Way.” If I were 
smart (and not saying 
I am) I would let her 
always have it her way.

There is only one 

place I can have any-
thing my way: my Per-
sonal Interior Castle, 
my office. I sit at my 
desk, look at my com-
puter, surrounded by 
thousands of books. In 
this “safe place,” I can 
have it my way every 
day.

Occasionally, The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage will come 
into my Interior Castle 
and say something to 
the effect, “Would you 
like me to do any orga-
nizing in here?”

I smile as best I can 
and respond, “You can 
organize in here if you 
permit me to go to your 
craft room and organize 
there.” I then chuckle, 
knowing she would nev-
er permit me to enter 
her craft room, let alone 
organize anything.

Don’t let this get 
out, but a couple of 
times when she’s away, 
I sneak into her craft 
room and move things 
around so she can’t 
find them when she 
needs them. When she 
returns, she will go into 
her craft room, and I 
will stand outside to 
listen and hear her say 
something to the effect, 
“Now, where is that? I 
know it was right here 
when I left.”

I have to be care-
ful that,  you know 
who, does not hear me 
chuckling.

She has her space to 

do her thing her way, 
and I have my space to 
do my thing my way, 
and the twain shall nev-
er entangle themselves.

One of my great plea-
sures is that when she 
does something her 
way, and it turns out 
to be wrong. I have 
to keep my laughter 
under control in those 
circumstances.

We often go across 
town for appointments, 
and when we do that, 
I allow her to take her 
Sissy Van, and I ride 
along strapped in on 
the passenger side. 
Driving across town, 
she always decides 
which way to go.

Just recently, we had 
an appointment across 
town at some new loca-
tion. We’d never been 
there before, so we had 
to be careful driving to 
that location.

When we got to a 
certain traffic light, I 
told her, “You need to 
turn right here on this 
street.”

Looking at me, she 

said, “I’m driving, and 
so I know where I’m 
going. I don’t need any 
information from you. 
Sit back and let me do 
it my way.”

With that, she turned 
left, and I could hard-
ly hold my laughter 
because I knew where 
that street would end 
up.

Looking at me, she 
said, “Why are you 
laughing?”

“I was just thinking 
of a joke.”

“Oh, yeah. What was 
that joke?”

I looked at her, and 
in a moment, I said, 
“Why was six afraid of 
seven?”

“I don’t know, why 
was six afraid of sev-
en?”

“Because,” I said, 
“seven eight nine.”

“So,” she graveled, 
“that was the joke you 
were thinking of?”

It wasn’t, but I had to 
use something to cover 
up my laughter.

All I had to do was 
wait,  and when we 

came to the end of this 
street, we would find 
out that we were at the 
wrong end of town. Oh, 
I love it when a plan 
comes together.

When she finally re-
alized we were at the 
wrong end of town, she 
looked at me, “Don’t 
you dare say what 
you’re thinking.”

Then she turned 
around and headed in 
the right direction.

My problem is that 
I caught her doing it 
her way, and it was 
the wrong way, and I 
can’t exploit it. I have 
to pretend that it didn’t 
happen. Oh, how I wish 
I could remind her of 
this mistake every time 
we are in the car.

Of course, I know if 
I do that, there will be 
heavy consequences on 
my side to deal with. 
Sometimes it’s best to 
keep some things under 
lock and key. But I do 
confess there are times 
while she is driving that 

I think of that mistake, 
and I can only smile.

Later that day, I was 
reminded of what the 
apostle Paul said. “Let 
no man deceive him-
self. If any man among 
you seemeth to be wise 
in this world, let him 
become a fool, that he 
may be wise. For the 
wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. 
For it is written, He 
taketh the wise in their 
own craftiness” (1 Cor-
inthians 3:18-19.

My craftiness has 
never done well for me. 
I choose to trust God in 
every situation that is 
before me. After all, He 
knows best..

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

If only I had it my way
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Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
•  Steven Wade Long, 45, of Panacea, died June 12, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel.

• Gladys Russ Crum, 77, of Crawfordville, died June 13, 2023.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel.

• Meloney Kay Simmons Chambers, 56, of Panama City, died June 12, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

By TRACY RENEE LEE

Yesterday my broth-
er came to dinner, and 
our topic of conversation 
drifted to his recent loss. 
During our conversa-
tion, he said he could 
handle the loneliness 
but couldn’t handle be-
ing without his wife. I 
thought our conversation 
would be an excellent 
introduction to under-
standing the loneliness 
imposed by losing a sig-
nificant loved one.

There is a difference 
between loneliness and 
missing someone in par-
ticular. A lonely person 
lacks physical or mental 
stimulation. Thus, this 
person feels lonely. In 
other words, they are 

alone by lack of social 
stimulation.

In contrast, a person 
who is missing someone 
specifically is more than 
lonely. Not only do they 
find themselves without 
physical or mental stimu-
lation, but they carry the 
additional pain of emo-
tional isolation. The loss 
of emotional fulfillment 
brings on an entirely dif-
ferent level of loneliness. 
It is a space of total and 
complete aloneness. This 
type of aloneness can in-
duce emotional upheaval.

Consider the following 
examples to demonstrate 
the difference between 
these two types of lone-
liness.

• Suppose you have a 
general feeling of loneli-
ness. In that case, it helps 
to do something with a 
group of friends or to get 
together with your family. 
You might go to a party 
and surround yourself 
with a lot of interesting 
people, or you might go 
to dinner with family 
members.

• On the other hand, 

if you were to do the 
same thing but could 
not shake that yearning 
for someone specific, you 
are not merely lonely. In 
this scenario, you are suf-
fering from an emotional 
deficit. Not only are you 
lacking social stimula-
tion, but you are lacking 
emotional stimulation or 
fulfillment tied to your 
specific person.

Lonel iness is fre-
quently expressed by 
the bereaved, especially 
those who have lost their 
spouses.

Social loneliness may 
be curbed through so-
cial support. Emotional 
loneliness, however, is 
brought on by a bro-
ken attachment – a new 
attachment is the only 
remedy.

Certain survivors are 
unwilling to form new 
attachments and there-
by endure severe lone-
liness indefinitely. This 
behavior is more common 
among the elderly. 

New attachments can 
come in various forms. 
After a while, if one is will-

ing, one might find a new 
love interest. In cases 
where the survivor is not 
interested in a new love 
interest, they might re-
direct their attachments 
to new friendships or 
more intense relation-
ships with those already 
within their circle of close 
friends, family, and asso-
ciates.

For instance, when I 
was younger, my grand-
father was murdered. My 
grandmother dedicated 
herself to her grandchil-
dren. She would visit us 
for extended periods and 
be completely engrossed 
in our lives. She was our 
champion in all aspects. 

Both of my grand-
mothers were utterly 
dedicated to their grand-
children, sacrificing their 
interests for ours, joining 
us for all special occa-
sions, and living for our 
success and happiness. 
At times they would rem-
inisce about their past 
lives with wonderful hus-
bands. Still, they im-
mersed themselves in our 
lives and were fulfilled 

until death took them 
from us.

My brother misses his 
wife and is having a sad 
go of it. His grief is evident 
through his demeanor. 
His general carefree and 
fun attitude toward ev-
erything is dampened. I 
pray he will find a new 
attachment to pull him 
out of his desolation. If 
you are suffering the loss 
of a loved one and are 
consumed with loneli-
ness and grief, I pray that 
you will find emotional 
support and recover as 
soon as possible.

Grief is a wild beast 
that desires to suffocate 
the life right out of us. If 
we are not proactive, its 
goals may overtake us. 
If you are suffering more 
than you can bear, please 
reach out to others. There 
are support groups, cler-
gy members, grief coun-
selors, and licensed ther-
apists who can help. You 
do not have to suffer this 
alone. Although you may 
feel as though no one can 
understand what you are 
suffering, others have lost 

their spouses, children, 
parents, pets, friends, 
and associates too. They 
are willing to be with you 
and help you through 
this dark path that you 
are walking. Reach out, 
and others will answer 
your call for help..

My name is Tracy Re-
nee Lee. I am a Certified 
Grief Counselor (GC-C), 
Funeral Director (FDIC), 
published author, syn-
dicated columnist, Pod-
caster, and founder of 
the “Mikey Joe Children’s 
Memorial” and Heaven 
Sent, Corp. I write books, 
weekly bereavement arti-
cles, Podcasts, and Grief 
BRIEFs related to under-
standing and coping with 
grief. I am the American 
Funeral Director of the 
Year Runner-Up and re-
cipient of the BBB’s Integ-
rity Award.

For additional en-
couragement, please 
visit my podcast “Dead-
line” on Spotify and fol-
low me on Instagram at 
“Deadline_TracyLee.”

Dealing with loneliness
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BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers
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RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
WeseleyWeasel101

BEREAVEMENT COLUMN

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Gov.  Ron DeSantis 
signed a record-high 
state budget on Thurs-
day, but not before ax-
ing more than a half-bil-
lion dollars from the  
spending plan — draw-
ing criticism from some 
lawmakers and state 
officials whose projects 
were cut.

The governor, who 
largely has been on the 
campaign trail outside 
Florida after last month 
announcing his 2024 
presidential run, didn’t 
give any explanation 
for projects he slashed 
for the fiscal year that 
begins July 1. DeSantis’ 
line-item vetoes put the 
state budget at roughly 
$116.5 billion, repre-
senting a 6 percent in-
crease from the current 
year.

Before putting his 
signature on the budget 
at a bill-signing event at 
the Pelican Yacht Club 
in Fort Pierce, DeSantis 
cast Florida’s fiscal ap-
proach as the antithesis 
to that of President Joe 
Biden and large states 
run by Democrats.

“You’re not going to 
see us have the type 
of problems that these 
other states have with 
fiscal insolvency, driv-
ing people away,” De-
Santis said. “I mean our 
tax base is expanding, 
business investments 
(are) terrific. And of 
course, this budget is in 
fantastic shape.”

The governor used 
the appearance to tout 
“record” environmental 
spending, pay increases 
for state law enforce-
ment officers and teach-
ers, $4 billion to hasten 
construction on road 
projects, and a third 
year of $1,000 bonuses 

for law enforcement 
officers and firefighters 
throughout the state.

DeSantis during the 
media event did not 
mention the numerous 
vetoes, instead releas-
ing the list of cuts hours 
after his appearance.

The largest item on 
the chopping block 
was $100 million for 
“Conservation And Ru-
ral Land Protection” 
easements, a program 
championed by Agri-
culture Commissioner 
Wilton Simpson. The 
program, launched in 
2001, involves pur-
chasing conservation 
easements that allow 
landowners to contin-
ue farming and cattle 
operations in exchange 
for not developing the 
property.

Simpson, a Repub-
lican who served two 
years as Senate presi-
dent prior to his elec-
tion to the Cabinet post 
in November, criticized 
the governor’s veto as 
harmful to the state’s 
$180 billion agriculture 
industry.

“There is no conceiv-
able reason to target ag-
riculture in a year when 
we have billions of dol-
lars in reserves,” Simp-
son, an egg farmer, said 
in a statement. “Agri-
culture was harmed 
today and so was the 
state of Florida.”

The governor also 
slashed more than $150 
million in proposed ed-
ucation-related fund-
ing from the annual 
spending plan. The ve-
toes included proposed 
expenditures such as 
a pay raise for teach-
ers working in juve-
nile-justice education 
programs and big-ticket 
construction projects at 
state colleges and uni-
versities.

Higher education 
projects targeted by 

DeSantis included a 
proposed $14.5 million 
renovation to Florida 
Gulf Coast University’s 
Reed Hall classroom 
building and the con-
struction of a new $11 
million Academic and 
Research Collaboration 
Center at the Univer-
sity of Florida, sought 
by Sen. Keith Perry, 
R-Gainesville.

DeSant i s ’  ac t i on 
Thursday drew mixed 
reviews from Demo-
crats.

Sen. Linda Stewart, 
D-Orlando, praised en-
vironmental funding 
included in the budget, 
as well as money for 
roughly $29.9 million 
for various projects and 
organizations in her 
central Florida district.

“These projects will 
have large positive im-
pacts directly in Central 
Florida, and provide 
many needed services, 
create job opportuni-
ties, and continue to 
make our communi-
ty a safe place to call 
home,” Stewart said in 
a release.

But House Minority 
Leader Fentrice Dris-
kell, D-Tampa, said De-
Santis’ budget decisions 
would harm Floridians.

“This budget was 
written and passed 
unanimously by the 
Florida Legislature, and 
while no budget is ever 
perfect, this one did a lot 
of good for the people of 
Florida,” Driskell said in 
a release. “Unfortunate-
ly, DeSantis cut half a 
billion dollars from proj-
ects to keep Floridians 
healthy, protect us from 
storms, and improve 
our schools and roads.”

INKING THE DEAL

Florida Gulf Coast 
University’s search for 
a new president ap-
pears to be coming to 

a close after more than 
a year. The school’s 
Board of Trustees on 
Tuesday approved a 
three-year contract for 
FGCU President-elect 
Aysegul Timur with a 
$500,000 base salary.

T imur ,  who  has 
served as vice president 
and vice provost for 
strategy and program 
innovation at the uni-
versity, is in line to be 
the first woman to lead 
FGCU.

A News Service of 
Florida analysis of em-
ployment agreements 
for other university 
presidents hired since 
2021 shows that Timur 
would be on the lower 
end of the pay scale 
compared to her recent-
ly named peers. Her 
contract still needs final 
approval from the state 
university system’s 
Board of Governors.

University of Florida 
President Ben Sasse, 
for example, was given a 
five-year contract with a 
$1 million annual base 
salary when he was in-
stalled as the school’s 
leader in November.

Florida State Univer-
sity President Richard 
McCullough in 2021 
inked a five-year con-
tract that included a 
$700,000 base salary.

Even a current inter-
im president — Rich-
ard Corcoran, a former 
state education com-
missioner and state 
House speaker who was 
tapped in February to 
lead New College of Flor-
ida — gets a $699,000 
base salary. The presi-
dents of Florida Inter-
national University and 
the University of North 
Florida, both tapped 
for the roles last year, 
receive base salaries of 
$650,000 and $500,000 
respectively.

FGCU conducted a 
previous effort to find 

a successor to retiring 
President Mike Martin, 
but in November elected 
to reopen the search af-
ter the trustees were left 
with only one finalist.

A BREAK ON BILLS

Florida Power & Light 
customers will get a 
break starting in July.

Sta t e  r e gu la t o r s 
Tuesday approved a 
plan that will trim FPL 
customers’ bills be-
cause of lower-than-ex-
pected costs of natural 
gas used to fuel power 
plants.

The plan involves 
$256 million in reduc-
tions that will start to 
be applied to FPL cus-
tomers’ bills in July, 
after regulators also 
approved $379 million 
in reductions that took 
effect in May. Earlier 
in the year, FPL bills 
increased because of a 
combination of factors, 
including fuel costs and 
hurricane-related ex-
penses.

“We are committed 
to keeping bills as low 
as possible for our cus-
tomers,” Armando Pi-

mentel, president and 
CEO of FPL, said in 
a prepared statement 
after Tuesday’s com-
mission approval. “With 
fuel prices moderating, 
we are pleased to pass 
along additional savings 
to our customers.”

STORY OF  THE 
WEEK: Gov. Ron De-
Santis trimmed $510.9 
mil l ion  f rom a  re -
cord-high state spend-
ing plan signed Thurs-
day, with nearly one-
fifth of the cuts coming 
from a single program 
designed to keep swaths 
of rural property from 
commercial and resi-
dential development.

QUOTE OF THE 
WEEK:  “Thirty-nine 
years and this process 
is finally over.” — Deb-
bi Johnson, the sister 
of Karen Slattery, a 
14-year-old babysitter 
who was murdered by 
Duane Owen in 1984. 
Owen was executed by 
the state Thursday for 
the murders of Slat-
tery and Georgianna 
Worden.

Weekly Roundup: Wielding a big axe
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WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. WASTE NOT

Food waste is one of 
the biggest environ-
mental problems we 
face. When leftover 
food goes to a land-
fill, it breaks down 
and releases meth-
ane, a greenhouse 
gas that contributes 
to global warming. 
Rotting food can also 
pollute water and 
soil, and the energy 
and resources that 
created and trans-
ported the food are 
wasted too. To solve 
this problem, South 
Korea created a sys-
tem where it is illegal 
to send food waste 
to landfills. Instead, 
they process it into 
useful products: 
Water is baked out 
and purified to go 
back into streams, 
solid food waste is 
dehydrated into a 
feed supplement for 
chickens and ducks, 
available for free to 
any farm, or used to 
create fertilizer. They 
also create biogas 
that is used to heat 
local homes. 

Write a plan for 
how the United States 
could use some of 
the techniques from 
South Korea to solve 
our own food waste 
problems. What are 
the challenges and 
benefits?

2. A WIN FOR 
NATIVE CHILDREN

The Supreme 
Court recently decid-
ed in favor of main-
taining the 1978 In-
dian Child Welfare 
Act, a federal law that 
requires states to no-
tify Native American 
tribes when a child 
who’s a member of 
the tribe or eligible 
for tribal member-
ship is involved in an 
adoption case in the 
foster care system. 
Then, tribes are able 
to help place them 
with families with-
in the tribe or oth-
er Native American 
families. The law was 
created to help cor-
rect historic wrongs 
created by the Unit-
ed States govern-
ment: Prior to the 
Indian Child Welfare 
Act, 25 to 35 per-
cent of Native Amer-
ican children were 
placed with adoptive 
families or sent to 
group institutions, 
where they were cut 
off from their Native 
culture. 

Using the newspa-
per or online, read 
more about the his-
tory of Native Amer-

icans in the United 
States in the twen-
tieth century. Then, 
write a letter to a 
friend explaining 
what you learned.

3. REVERSE BAN

Illinois became the 
first state to enact a 
unique law after at-
tempts to ban certain 
books from schools 
and public libraries 
has reached a record 
high across the Unit-
ed States. The new 
law will protect books 
of all perspectives—if 

a public library bans 
or restricts a book 
because of “partisan” 
disapproval, the li-
brary will no longer 
be able to receive 
state funding. 

Write a letter to 
your local or school 
librarian explaining 
why you think it is 
or isn’t important to 
read books that are 
written from different 
perspectives and ex-
plore ideas different 
from your own and 
sharing what kind of 
books you’ve learned 
new things from.

4. A FIRST FOR 
THE U.S.

Civil rights attor-
ney Nusrat Choud-
hury became the first 
Bangladeshi Ameri-
can and first Muslim 
female federal judge 
in the United States 
after being confirmed 
by the Senate with a 
narrow margin of 50-
49 votes. Choudhury 
previously served as 
the legal director for 
the Illinois branch 
of the American Civ-
il Liberties Union, 
an organization that 
takes on civil liber-
ties cases in the US 

for key issues like 
marriage equality, 
abortion rights, and 
voting rights. 

Write a short arti-
cle that explains the 
facts of this story 
and why it is signif-
icant for the US.

5. A POSER 
CAUGHT

A 28-year-old 
woman was arrest-
ed for posing as a 
17-year-old in order 
to enroll in a Loui-
siana high school to 
learn English. Her 
mother was also 
arrested, both on 
counts of inuring 

public records. The 
mother used a fake 
passport and birth 
certificate to enroll 
her daughter in the 
school, which the 
young woman at-
tended for most of 
the 2022-23 school 
year. A tip to the 
school district about 
the student’s age 
launched an investi-
gation that ultimate-
ly led to both wom-
en’s arrests. 

Write down what 
other ways this young 
woman could’ve used 
to learn English and 
share your ideas with 
your classmates.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Understand intui-
tively
5. Two of something
9. Not involving com-
puter tech
11. Acclaimed
13. Undermine
15. �e condition of 
being concealed or 
hidden
16. Irritate
17. �e process of de-
veloping a theory
19. Ceramic jar
21. Not fresh
22. Dad’s fashion ac-
cessory
23. Popular review site
25. New Mexico coun-
ty
26. ‘__ death do us 
part
27. Fees
29. Takes with force
31. One-time Yankees 
rookie sensation
33. Gordon and Snider 
are two
34. Body parts
36. Arranges

38. Fiddler crabs
39. Mimics
41. Witnesses
43. �ey __
44. Lasso
46. Runs down
48. In response to
52. Bird-like dinosaur
53. Metamorphic 
stages
54. Conditions of inca-
pacity
56. Sodas are sold in 
these units
57. Break away from
58. Ethereal
59. Boggy

CLUES DOWN
1. Mangled
2. Ru�ed some feath-
ers
3. Not young
4. Lakers legend
5. Nocturnal S. Ameri-
can rodent
6. Direction (Scottish)
7. Intestinal in�amma-
tion
8. Spring back in fear
9. Owl genus

10. Girls
11. Unbeliefs
12. Force unit
14. Expired trade 
agreement
15. Went alone
18. Animal noises
20. Woman who grad-
uated from a speci�c 
school
24. �e very top
26. Organs in males
28. Earnings
30. Z Z Z
32. Reddish browns
34. A salt or ester of 
acetic acid
35. A place to get o� 
your feet
37. More disreputable
38. Kidney condition
40. Cease moving
42. Quick
43. Extra seed cover-
ing
45. “Survivor: Pana-
ma” winner
47. Six
49. One who inspects 
lamps
50. Small parrot
51. Primordial matter 
of the universe
55. __ � (slang)

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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NOW HIRING 
REPORTER
Th e Wa k u l l a  Su n is  

s eek ing  a  f u l l tim e g enera l  
a s s ig nm ent rep orter. Th e 
Wa k u l l a  Su n is  a n ind e-
p end entl y  ow ned  w eek l y  

new s p a p er in Cra w f ord v il l e 
w ith  a  c irc u l a tion of  2,000  
th a t a l s o p u b l is h es  a  f ree 

m onth l y  ta b l oid  w ith  a  
c irc u l a tion of  1 6,000. 

SUBMIT RESUME TO 
Wil l ia m  Snow d en, 

ed itor a nd  p u b l is h er 
of  th e Su n, a t 

ed itor@ th ew a k u l l a s u n.c om .

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Ca s h iers , Del i Cook s  &  Serv ers . 
Pos itions  s ta rting  a t $ 1 4. Hr.

ROCKY’ S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• mall n ine epair • utomoti e epairs
• ire ales  er ice • arport  orta le uildin  ales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
11 rawford ille wy  

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

w w w .b a il ey s b ees .c om
Find  u s  on Fa c eb ook  a t

b a il ey s b ees onl ine

FOR SALE

Crum’s Home Detail
Ch ris  Cru m

850-694-4832
Pres s u re &  s of t w a s h ing , roof  

&  g u tter c l ea ning , c onc rete 
s ea l ing , a nd  d ry er d u c t c l ea ning .

SERVICES

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

Joh n Al l c orn Lea th er

Ba g s , Bel ts , Hol s ters
Som e w ork  on Sh oes  a nd  ta c k

Al s o – Cu s tom  Prod u c ts

Annual Neighborhood 
Yard Sale 

Sa tu rd a y  6/ 24 8 -1 p m
Sw eetw a ter Rid g e Su b d iv is ion 

of f  Lonnie Ra k er Rd .

YARD SALES

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certified Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

35% OFF   
E N T I R E   

IN-STOCK INVENTORY
V E T E R A N S 

45% OFF
850-421-2277

Monday–Friday 8:00–5:30 
Saturday 8:00–2:00 

http://www.economyautoandtruck.com
572 Woodville Hwy.  1 Mile N of Wakulla Station

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
MARGARET BARWICK FALK,
DECEASED.

CASE NO. 2023-CP- 65
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Th e a d m inis tra tion of  th e es ta te of  MARGARET BARWICK FALK, d ec ea s ed , 
w h os e d a te of  d ea th  w a s  Ju l y  23, 2022, is  p end ing  in th e Circ u it Cou rt f or 
Wa k u l l a  Cou nty , Fl orid a , Prob a te Div is ion, th e a d d res s  of  w h ic h  is  Wa k u l l a  
Cou nty  Cou rth ou s e, 305 6 Cra w f ord v il l e Hig h w a y , Cra w f ord v il l e, FL 32327 . 
Th e na m es  a nd  a d d res s es  of  th e p ers ona l  rep res enta tiv e a nd  th e p ers ona l  
rep res enta tiv e’ s  a ttorney  a re s et f orth  b el ow .
Al l  c red itors  of  th e d ec ed ent a nd  oth er p ers ons  h a v ing  c l a im s  or d em a nd s  
a g a ins t th e d ec ed ent’ s  es ta te on w h om  a  c op y  of  th is  notic e is  req u ired  to b e 
served	must	file	their	claims	with	this	Court	ON	OR	BEFORE	THE	LATER	
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF 
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
Al l  oth er c red itors  of  th e d ec ed ent a nd  oth er p ers ons  h a v ing  c l a im s  or 
demands	 against	 decedent’s	 estate	must	 file	 their	 claims	 with	 this	 Court	
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE. ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN FLORIDA STATUTES, SECTION 7 33.7 02 WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’ S 
DEATH IS BARRED.

Th e d a te of  th e Dec ed ent’ s  d ea th  is  Ju l y  23, 2022.
The	date	of	first	publication	of	this	Notice	is	June	15,	2023

SABRINA MICHELE FALK
194	Bottoms	Road	Hosford,	FL	32334																																																																										
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

WILLIAM H. WEBSTER
Attorney  a t La w
P.O.	Box	4
Hosford	FL	32334
(850)	443-5901
b il l w eb s terl a w @ y a h oo.c om
ATTORNEY FOR THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

June 15, 22, 2023

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
MICHAEL HENRY FALK, SR.,
DECEASED.

CASE NO. 2023-CP- 64
NOTICE TO CREDITORS -SUMMARY ADMINISTRATION

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS     
OR DEMANDS AGAINST THIS ESTATE:
	 You	 are	 hereby	 notified	 that	 an	 Order	 of	 Summary	Administration	 has	
been	entered	in	the	Estate	of	MICHAEL	HENRY	FALK,	SR.,	deceased,	Case	
No.	2023-CP-64	by	 the	Circuit	Court	 for	Wakulla	County,	Florida,	Probate	
Division,	 the	 address	 of	 which	 is	 the	 Wakulla	 County	 Courthouse,	 3056	
Crawfordville	Highway,	Crawfordville,	FL	32327;	that	the	Decedent’s	date	of	
death	was	April	18,	2020;	that	the	total	value	of	the	estate	is	approximately	
$750,000;	and	that	the	names	and	addresses	of	those	to	whom	it	has	been	
assigned	by	such	Order	are:
SABRINA	MICHELE	FALK-	194	Bottoms	Road,	Panacea,	FL	32346
MICHAEL	 HENRY	 FALK,	 JR.-	 5503	 Coastal	 Highway,	 Crawfordville,	 FL	
32327
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
All	 creditors	 of	 the	Estate	 of	 the	Decedent	 and	persons	 having	 claims	 or	
demands	against	 	 the	Estate	of	 the	Decedent	other	 than	 those	 for	whom	
provision	for	full	payment	was	made	in	the	Order	of	Summary	Administration	
must	file	their	claims	with	this	Court	WITHIN	THE	TIME	PERIODS	SET	FORTH	
IN	FLORIDA	STATUTES,	SECTION	733.702.	ALL	CLAIMS	AND	DEMANDS	
NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY 
OTHER APPLICABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS 
OR	MORE	AFTER	THE	DECEDENT’S	DATE	OF	DEATH	IS	BARRED.
	 The	date	of	the	Decedent’s	death	is	April	18,	2020.
	 The	date	of	first	publication	of	this	Notice	is	June16,	2023
SABRINA MICHELE FALK – Petitioner
194	Bottoms	Road
Panacea	FL	32346
MiCHAEL H. FALK, JR - Petitioner
5503	Coastal	Highway
Crawfordville,	FL	32327

WILLIAM H. WEBSTER
Attorney	at	Law
P.O.	Box	4
Hosford	FL	32334
(850)	443-5901
billwebsterlaw@yahoo.com
ATTORNEY FOR THE PETITIONERS

June 15, 22, 2023

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated

email or text for more information
Tony (850) 284-2205 Over 10 yrs.  experience!

Wintonspoolservices@gmail.com

Monthly Service 
Starting $175

Residential 
& Commercial

Sorry 
Inground 
pools only

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 
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Haley Carlton and Cristina Martinez holding a shelter animal, at the table are Lauren Rivers, Kayleen Pa�ord and stand-
ing are Tonya Hobby, Commissioner Quincee Messersmith, Liz Jessup, Amelia Morse and Donna Clark.

A good turnout Saturday at the Palaver Tree �eater for Juneteenth with the Aaron 
Hayden Band who played a two hour set

Aaron Hayden on the Alto Sax, Shahid Toblin on keyboard, Kendrick Jacobs on bass, and 
Noah Rivers on drums.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

By LINDA ANN 
McDONALD

Correspondent

The Florida Depart-
ment of Health in Wakul-
la County (DOH-Wakul-
la County)  Healthy 
Communities program 
and Minority Health are 
partnered with Wakulla 
Animal Services to host 
a Walk and Adopt event 
on Saturday, June 17.

The event was geared 
toward hypertension 
and migraine awareness 
as well as the opportu-
nity to adopt an animal 
from the Wakulla Animal 
Shelter. The distance of 
the walk was approxi-
mately half a mile.

“Walking the dogs is 
an opportunity to low-
er stress and exercise 
while giving love and 
attention to the animals 
who need a home,” said 
Health Educators Cris-
tina Martin and Kayleen 
Pafford of DOH-Wakulla. 
“We love to see folks in 
our community getting 
out and walking, getting 
healthy, and we also 
hope to have an empty 
animal shelter due to 
this event. The dogs are 
happy to be walked and 
for the cat lovers, there 
is a room full of kittens 
at the shelter that will 
gladly play with you. All 
animals are ready to be 
adopted and waiting for 
their forever home.”

Certificates of ‘Paw-
ticipation’ were distrib-
uted to those who par-

ticipated in the walk 
which included a photo 
of themselves with the 
animal they befriended 
that day.

Cristina Martin and 
Kayleen Pafford partic-
ipated in the event to 
bring awareness for hy-
pertension and migraine 

awareness. 
Health Department 

Administrator Tonya 
Hobby said, “This is a 
great opportunity for 
Wakulla to get out, get 
healthy and learn more 
about health conditions 
that are prevalent in cer-
tain populations within 

our community. We are 
grateful to have such 
great partners like the 
Animal Shelter and the 
Sheriff’s Office to as-
sist us in our efforts of 
health outreach to our 
community residents.”

Six out of 10 Ameri-
can adults have at least 

one chronic disease, and 
four in 10 adults have 
more than one chronic 
disease. Chronic diseas-
es are those that go on 
for a long time and often 
don’t go away complete-
ly. They are among the 
most common and costly 
health problems; howev-

er, we often know how to 
prevent them. 

Chronic diseases af-
fect people of all ages, 
races, socioeconomic 
statuses, and ethnici-
ties.

High blood pressure, 
also called hypertension, 
is blood pressure that 
is higher than normal. 
Your blood pressure 
changes throughout the 
day based on your ac-
tivities. Having blood 
pressure measures con-
sistently above normal 
may result in a diagnosis 
of high blood pressure 
(or hypertension).

As the third most 
common disease in the 
world, migraine affects 
1 in 4 households in 
the U.S. 

Migraine is a neuro-
logical disease with no 
cure. Symptoms vary 
from person to person, 
but the most common 
include head pain, sensi-
tivity to light and sound, 
nausea, brain fog and 
dizziness. Even if you 
don’t live with migraine, 
chances are someone 
you love lives with this 
invisible disease. From 
relationships to careers 
to mental health, mi-
graine can disrupt every 
aspect of a person’s life.

You can reach Cris-
tina Martin at Cristi-
na.Martin@flhealth.
gov or Kathleen Pafford 
at Kayleen Pafford@fl-
health.gov or calling 
DOH-Wakulla at (850) 
926-0400.

Palaver Tree holds Juneteenth concert

Health department holds Walk & Adopt

PHOTOS BY  GERALD BROWN

June 26th  - 30th

from
 9:00 am  - 12:00 noon

             at

First Baptist 
Church, Crawfordville

June 26nd - 30th

from
am  - 12:00 noon

at

 Baptist 
Church, Crawfordville

June 26nd 
from

 9:00 am  - 12:
             at

First Baptist 
Church, Crawfordville

ARE YOU LOOKING
 for a

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY?
SEEKING ADVERTURESOME RETIREES

To help at the marine lab through the 
AmeriCorp Program

As a team oriented, 
member-driven, service-based program,

GSML needs people who want to make change 
in the world

hiring a variety of positions & talents.
   

• Up to 10 people
• Varied duties with a pool of talents

• No experience necessary for many postions

Apply in person or send application to:
Gulfspecimentom@hotmail.com

222 Clark Drive, Panacea FL 32346
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Wakulla County Courthouse a�er it was completed in 1949.

ANIMAL CARE:

Pet Care/Sitting ______________________

Pet Grooming ________________________

Pet Supplies _________________________

Veterinarian __________________________

AUTOMOTIVE:

Auto Engine Repair ___________________

Auto Body Shops _____________________

Car & Truck Dealer ____________________

Oil Change ___________________________

FINANCIAL SERVICES:

Bank ________________________________

Credit Union _________________________

Mortgage Company ___________________

FOOD & BEVERAGE:

Liquor Store__________________________

Grocery _____________________________

Ice Cream/ Frozen Yogurt ______________

Bakery ______________________________

Butcher _____________________________

HEALTH & FITNESS:

Gym ________________________________

Massage Therapist____________________

Chiropractor _________________________

Fitness Instructor/Trainer ______________

HOME:

Builder ______________________________

Real Estate Company _________________

Individual Realtor _____________________

Title Company ________________________

Home Rental Co. _____________________

HOME-OUTDOORS:

Surveyor _____________________________

Lawn Care/Landscaping _______________

Nursery/Garden Center ________________

Tree Service __________________________

Pools/Pool Care ______________________

Home Improvement ___________________

SERVICES/REPAIR:

Flooring _____________________________

Plumbing ____________________________

Electrician ___________________________

A/C - Heating ________________________

Painter ______________________________

Home Cleaning Service ________________

Roofer _______________________________

Fencing _____________________________

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:

Accountant __________________________

Attorney _____________________________

Doctor ______________________________

Dentist ______________________________

Insurance Agent ______________________

PERSONAL SERVICES:

Barber Shop _________________________

Hair Salon ___________________________

Nail Care ____________________________

RETAIL:

Women’s Boutique ____________________

Clothing _____________________________

Gifts ________________________________

Hardware ____________________________

Seafood Market ______________________

MISC:

Kids Activities ________________________

Childcare ____________________________

Storage Centers ______________________

Dance Studios _______________________

Photographers _______________________

Hotel/Lodging ________________________

Local News Source ___________________

Local Band/Musician __________________

Local Artist __________________________

Non-Pro� t ___________________________

RECREATION:

Marina ______________________________

Fishing Charter _______________________

Bait & Tackle _________________________

Boat & Motor Repair __________________

Canoe/Kayak Rental __________________

Scuba _______________________________

RESTAURANT:

Atmosphere __________________________

Coffee _______________________________

Breakfast ____________________________

Lunch _______________________________

Dinner _______________________________

Service ______________________________

Entertainment ________________________

Seafood _____________________________

Grouper  _____________________________

Shrimp ______________________________

Mullet _______________________________

Steak _______________________________

Sandwich ____________________________

Barbecue ____________________________

Wings _______________________________

Burger _______________________________

Portions _____________________________

Pizza ________________________________

Soup ________________________________

Buffet _______________________________

Romantic Dinner ______________________

Fried Chicken ________________________

Readers’ Choice Categories:

Go to TheWakullaSun.com 
to complete the ballot. 
Limit one ballot entry 

per person.

Name______________________  Address____________________________  City___________________________ State___ Zip_______

Phone________________ Email___________________________ Age______  Are you a current subscriber to    ? qYes  qNo

Of� cial Rules
*Entries must have 15 of favorites � lled, all contact 
information � lled out and be entered on TheWakullaSun.
com or be handwritten on of� cial entry ballot from The 
Wakulla Sun to be counted. *Computer generated ballots, 
mechanical reproductions, photocopies, carbon copies, 
illegible entries or ballots with answers that are not true 
and/or relevant will not be accepted. *One entry per 
person.   *Ballots not meeting these requirements will be 
voided and will not be eligible for the $100 prize. *All ballots 
must be received by The Wakulla Sun by 5 p.m. on August 
7, 2023.  Send entire ballot to The Wakulla Sun “Readers’ 
Choice Contest”, 12 Arran Rd. Crawfordville FL 32327  
(No purchase required.) *Winning entry will be drawn by 
a representative of The Wakulla Sun. *All entrants agree to 
publication of their name, home town, and photograph 
without additional compensation.  Announcement of 
the winner will appear in the “Readers’ Choice” special 
section to be published August 2023 in The Wakulla Sun. 
*Employees of The Wakulla Sun and their families are not 
eligible to win.  Not intended for residents of states where 
prohibited by law.  Winner must be 18 years of age or 
older. *All ballots that do not meet this criteria will not be 
counted.

Mail your of� cial entry form and completed ballot to:

Print Entry Form:
The Wakulla Sun c/o Readers’ Choice Contest
The Wakulla Sun 12 Arran Rd., Crawfordville FL 32327

THIS AD IS YOUR OFFICIAL BALLOT 
& ENTRY FORM.

Complete and return to The Wakulla Sun 
by 5:00 p.m. July 7, 2023.

Submit your completed entry form and be 
entered in the drawing to win $100 in Cash*

Tell us your favorites by filling out the official ENTRY BALLOT online at TheWakullaSun.com or below. 
Your name will then be registered in a random drawing for $100 in Cash.*

Readers’ Choice Awards 2023

Enter your ballot online at 
TheWakullaSun.com 

to Participate in Choosing 
Wakulla County’s 

FAVORITE Local Businesses!

WIN $100WIN $100
Submit your completed form

 by July 7 for your chance to…

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

From the Magnolia Monthly: Judge A.L. Porter
By ELIZABETH SMITH

(An excerpt from the 
article “Judge A. L. Por-
ter” from the September 
1964 Magnolia Month-
ly written by Elizabeth 
Smith.)

When he came to 
Wakulla County, Judge 
Porter had always in-
tended to go back to 
Texas, but when people 
knew he had taken law 
he was asked to take 
the Florida bar exams. 
He took the exams with 
500 other applicants and 
passed them. Then the 
chairman of the board 
of county commissioners 
sought him for the office 
of prosecuting attorney, 
a job he took even though 
the schoolboard offered 
him a higher salary for 
the next year with time 
off for the days court was 
in session.

Judge Porter was the 
county attorney from 
June 1926 to June 1932, 
when Governor Doyle 
Carleton appointed him 
the county judge, which 
he served until 1960, 
when he declined to run 
again, and the office was 
won by George Harper of 
Crawfordville.

]As an attorney, the 
judge remembers one in-
cident with humor, tho it 
didn’t seem funny at the 
time it happened. He was 
prosecuting 3 men for 
butchering a cow they 
had stolen.  They had 
buried all the unusable 
parts and a deputy had 
found the remains and 
made a case out of it. 
The judge had vigorous-
ly attended the case and 
he thought the defen-
dants, especially one big 
red-headed man, would 
resent his prosecution 
and fight.

After the case was 
over, and the judge had 
just got out of bed from 

an attack of influenza, 
he met the red-headed 
fellow on the steps of the 
courthouse one morning 
casually sharpening a 
ten-inch knife on the sole 
of his shoe. He said to 
the judge, “Will you step 
around the corner a min-
ute? Id’s like to talk to 
you.” Trembling halfway 
from the flu, and half-
way from the invitation, 
Judge Porter said, “Just 
a minute, I have to go 
to the courthouse a mo-
ment.” The fellow agreed 
and the judge went into 
the sheriff’s office (the 
sheriff was L. I. Cooper) 
and asked to borrow his 
gun. The sheriff wouldn’t 
let him have it, and the 
Judge didn’t want to tell 
him why, so he went back 
out of the door shaking 
in anticipation. When he 
got around the corner of 
the building, the fellow 

stood there with his knife 
in his hand and said, “I 
just wanted to tell you 
that so-and-so has owed 
me $7.50 for the past 3 
months for some work I 
done for him and I won-
der if you’d collect it for 
me.”

Among his other pub-
lic duties, the judge was a 
school trustee in the late 
1920’s and early 1930s 
when the schools were a 
group of one-room build-
ings scattered all over 
the woods. He helped 
consolidate the Craw-
fordville school which 
had 3 rooms, and the 
people said he wouldn’t 
be able to fill them all up 
in 40 years.

During the Depres-
sion the problem of pub-
lic works came up, and 
under the Civil Works 
Administration the 
county trustees and the 

state planning commis-
sion couldn’t decide on 
whether to build public 
schools or public roads. 
The county board at that 
time was composed of F. 
B. Becton, Sopchoppy, 
S. W. Revell, Sopchop-
py, L. L. Pararo, Craw-
fordville, Walter Page 
Sr., Wakulla, and the 
judge. They argued all of 
one day with one of the 
planning commissioners 
in Tallahassee, a former 
road supervisor, because 
Wakulla County wanted 
more schools instead of 
roads. One of the old-
er men on the commis-
sion finally said, “If they 
want schools, give ’em 
schools. They can’t do 
a d—n thing for fellow 
like me but they can do 
something for the rising 
generation.”

So Crawfordville 
and Sopchoppy got the 

schools they have now. 
The job was supposed 
to be remodeling the old 
buildings, but Crawford-
ville’s remodeling result-
ed in quadrupling the 
size of the former school 
and the only original 
part left were the win-
dow sashes in one of 
the classrooms. People 
said the new building 
wouldn’t be filled up with 
kids for a century.

During the Depres-
sion Judge Porter also 
served on the council of 
the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration as 
treasurer. The money 
for local work came from 
Tallahassee at irregular 
intervals. He remembers 
that men would walk 5 to 
10 miles to work for $1 a 
day. A sewing room was 
set up in a building be-
hind Moody Pearce’s old 

house so women could 
work. A ditching pro-
gram to control mosqui-
toes was instituted, and 
outhouses on cement 
foundations were erect-
ed. 

Judge Porter remem-
bers that when he came 
to Wakulla County there 
was no electricity except 
for people who had Del-
co plants (A Delco Plant 
was a generator that ran 
on kerosene and was 
hooked to a series of 
batteries such as those 
found in a car.) People 
went by ferry over the 
Ochlocknee River to Car-
rabelle.

Judge Porter married 
Hazel Harvey of Craw-
fordville in 1927. They 
have one son, Bob, who 
works for the State Board 
of Prisons. The judge is 
listed in the “Who’s Who 
in the South and South-
west”, was president of 
the Chamber of Com-
merce for 3 years, presi-
dent of the Second Judi-
cial Bar Association, and 
a member of the Wakulla 
County Welfare Associ-
ation and the American 
Legion.

The judge is gratified 
at the improvement in 
law observance in the 
county since he first 
came here. He thinks 
the improvement in ju-
venile delinquency is 
spectacular because ju-
venile crime is increas-
ing in the rest of the na-
tion. He thinks that the 
schools, churches, and 
economic improvements 
have helped the children 
locally. The judge has 
always wanted peoples’ 
respect and confidence 
and he feels that he has 
got more than he has 
been entitled to. He feels 
that people in Wakulla 
County have been espe-
cially good to newcom-
ers. He knows, because 
one he was one.




