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Franks brothers to be honored

July 14 will be Jordan and Feleipe Franks Day in Wakulla to honor the brothers, who both played in the NFL

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Franks brothers,
Jordan and Felipe, are
being honored with July
14 being declared as Jor-
dan and Feleipe Franks
Day in Wakulla County.

County Commissioner
Mike Kemp proposed the
resolution at the county
commission meeting on
June 19, praising the
brothers for pursuing
their football dreams.

July 14 is the date
the brothers are host-
ing a free football camp
at Wakulla High School
from 9 a.m. to noon.
Lunch will be provided to
participants. (To register
go to Eventbrite Franks

camp.)

Both were stars play-
ing for the Wakulla War
Eagles — Jordan, who is
2 years older, was a re-
ceiver; Feleipe was quar-
terback.

Jordan received an
offer from the University
of Central Florida and
his senior year was the
season UCF went unde-
feated and were declared,
at least by the Florida
Legislature, as national
champs - though Ala-
bama held the official
title. He made the Cin-
ncinati Bengals practice
squad and, after some
team injuries, got playing
time in several games.
After two years with the
Bengals, he was briefly

Brandon “Boo” Waltman weighs a big redfish at the annual tournament at Woolley Park in Panacea. The eventis a
scholarship fundraiser in memory of Gage Pittman. There were 68 offshore boats, 28 inshore boats, and 8 kayaks that
competed this year. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Eagle Scout builds dive bench

By LINDA ANN McDONALD

Correspondent

Eagle Scout Cole Ran-
dolph wanted to make
a difference. He assist-
ed both research and
recreational specialists
by heading the Emerald
Sink Dive Bench project
at Wakulla Springs State
Park.

Along with his father
Roger, he offered his ser-
vices to the park. After
meeting with park staff
to review a list of possible
projects including updat-
ing a previous Wakulla
Springs State Park Eagle
Scout project, the Tree
Walk interpretive nature
trail. Cole chose to tackle
the Emerald Sink Dive
Bench due to the unique-
ness of the project.

After receiving final
approval from the park,
Cole solicited funding for
his project by meeting
with Woodville Karst Plain
Project (WKPP) research
diver Chris Werner, who
reported his organization
had money to contribute
to the project and made a
significant donation.

Eagle Scout Cole Randolph

Cole also met with Gulf
Coast Lumber which pro-
vided discounts for mate-
rials. Cole’s perseverance
did not stop there, he uti-
lized a “GoFundMe” page
to obtain the additional
funds needed.

In effort to improve
cave diving access at the
remote site, in January
2023, after several days,
two wooden benches were
built to endure visitor
use and provide easy ac-
cess for divers without
blocking the public stair

entrance.

Cole’s design provid-
ed ample room for easy
unloading of double
tanks and other features
for smaller gear. Cole’s
Scoutmaster, Lambert
West, improved the design
and sturdiness with a se-
ries of probing questions.
Boards were cut to spec-
ification prior to onsite
installation.

As required for Eagle
Scout, Cole was respon-
sible for all aspects of
project planning including
implementation. For his
building plan, he solicit-
ed input from park staff,
local dive businesses and
WKPP research divers.
Cole also led the work
crew of his family and fel-
low scouts. Cole’s Scout-
master, an Eagle Scout
and master builder also
assisted Cole with crew
and construction supervi-
sion. Cole also had to plan
for working in a remote
area; so preparations for a
generator for power tools
along with plenty of food
and water for his crew
were made.

Cole’s contribution

filled a special need for the
cave diving community.
Due to the high quality of
the benches, Cole’s con-
tribution will continue to
benefit research and rec-
reational divers for many
years to come.

For his Eagle Scout ser-
vice, Cole met a high bar
and made a significant
contribution to the park.

Former Tallahassee
Community College Con-
struction Manager Chip
Herrington, who hap-
pened to be a visitor to
the park, evaluated the
benches on a previous
visit and was impressed
with the quality of con-
struction.

“To enhance my lead-
ership skills,” Cole said,
“I learned how to lead not
one part of the project, but
multiple parts and assign
leaders, I had to observe
to see what they were do-
ing, I was able to see the
entire bigger picture of the
project.

“Wakulla County is a
kind county to live in and
it was great to see all who
were willing to help me
and the project.”

with the Philadelphia Ea-
gles, then the Cleveland
Browns, and last year
played for the Kansas City
Chiefs — and got a Super
Bowl ring to show for it.
He has now retired from
the NFL and is a financial
advisor in Kentucky.
Feleipe was a five-star
recruit in high school and
accepted a scholarship to
the University of Florida.
(He was also drafted by
baseball’s Boston Red
Sox, but didn’t pursue
it.) He was redshirted
his freshman year, and
played three seasons with
the Gators and trans-

ferred to Arkansas as
a fifth year senior. As a
professional, this will be
Feleipe’s third season
with the Atlanta Falcons.
Last year, Feleipe added
a twist, playing tight end.

One notable bit of triv-
ia: the brothers were on
teams that won the Peach
Bowl in 2018, Jordan
with UCF against Au-
burn in January; and in
December, Feleipe was
named offensive MVP as
the Gators demolished
Michigan, 41-15.

Ginger Franks, their
mom, said she’s proud of
her sons.

Jordan and Feleipe Franks only faced each other’s teams

once in the NFL - at a preseason game between the Cleve-

land Browns and Atlanta Falcons.

Man drowns in
Wakaulla River last
Saturday

The victim, Mike Williams, was a
resident of St. Marks and president
of Florida AFL-CIO

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

A St. Marks resi-
dent, Mike Williams,
reportedly drowned in
the Wakulla River on
Saturday, June 18,
not far from his home.

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office con-
firmed a response to a
drowning in St. Marks
but would not confirm
the victim’s identity,
noting the case is still
under investigation.
Deputies responded to
a call around 11 a.m. on Saturday.

Florida AFL-CIO announced Williams’ death in
a “water accident” near his home in St. Marks.

Williams had been the head of the state AFL-
CIO since 2009.

Mike Williams

Deer with chronic
wasting disease is
found in Florida

State wildlife officials are asking people to report
sick, abnormally thin deer and deer found dead of
unknown causes after a case of chronic wasting
disease was found in Northwest Florida.

The positive test was the first known case in
Florida of the contagious disease, which has been
found in 30 other states, according to the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. The
disease has been described as similar to mad cow
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often
being found isolated and trembling.

The disease was found in a female deer in
Holmes County that the commission described
as “road-killed.” Commission Executive Director
Roger Young said in a news release that the state
is trying to “limit the effects this will have on
Florida’s deer population and preserve our excep-
tional hunting opportunities for future generations
statewide.”

Chronic wasting disease is not known to affect
people. But the federal Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention recommends against eating meat
from animals that test positive for the disease. The
state has monitored for the disease since 2002,
testing about 17,500 dead deer. Florida also has
rules about importing deer carcasses from other
states to try to prevent spread of the disease.
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TRACTOR SERVICE LLC Purple C()neﬂOWCr

Travis (layton

- 4 By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER
/ ' and DAVID RODDENBERRY

text or call - ' J.,. i
Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing : NN / .

(e e el Grading N o | N Purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)

Demolition Driveways _ . Y0/ : is a popular perennial with striking pink to

1Y L | purple petals and a spiky mounded center. It

'  grows 2-3 feet tall in well-drained soil in full

. sun to part shade. Afternoon shade enhances

flower color and drought tolerance. Strong,

hairy stems keep the large showy flowers up-

CELEBRAZI;GY y e - right in wind and rain. Purple coneflower at-
EARS! = —

%
o . .
b

Serving Wakulla & Franklin, Counties

; _ e == - tracts a variety of butterflies, bees, and even
850-926-5592 i ¥ g : __ ~ hummingbirds. Birds and other wildlife eat
Sales & Service { /N > the seeds. Native to the central and eastern

U.S., in Florida, purple coneflower occurs
naturally in only Gadsden County. To per-
sist as a perennial, a cold period is required.
Further south, purple coneflower becomes an
annual. Easily propagated by seeds or divi-
sion, purple coneflower is blooming now in
the northern gardens at Sopchoppy Depot
Park.

3232 Crawfordwlle Hwy Crawfordwlle
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh'Lic:# CAC1814304

. 11:00 - 3:00
1850-962-8079

'/ INDOOR & PATIO SEATING
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

2000 Crawfordyville Hwy
Across from Wal Mart
Sun. - Thurs. 11-9

Fri. and Sat. 11-10

crowd on Saturday at the Palaver Tree Theater. The

SOlesse at Palaver Tr €€ 1band is David Starling on lead guitar, Mary Ann

Hoffman on vocals, and Craig Daniel Hardin on gui-
tar. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

SUPPLIES NEEDED

Notebook paper—(college/wide ruled)
Composition notebook (college/wide ruled)
Spiral notehook (college ruled/wide ruled)
Folder w/pocket and prongs
#2 Pencils
Colored pencils
Pens (blue/black)
Crayons

3152 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 251-9792 electronic

www.blackfootroofing.com edition

of this

Markers

Rulers
Highlighters
Pencil case
Pencil sharpeners
Large pink eraser
Index cards
Glue sticks/bottles
2-3inch binders

CCC1332583

DROP OFF SCHOOL SUPPLIES AT
LINDY’S CHICKEN PARKING LOT

2120 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY

Wakulla County
Tax Collectors e
Office

SPECIALTY TAGS
$20 - $3O additional

to cost of tag.

HELP US PACK

More than $1 million has been raised through the

sale of Florida Realtors “Support Homeowner- 7 : WITH SCHOOL
ship for All” specialty license plates, which help gi1 ' 1L

fund affordable housing programs across Flori- -
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to S Bl ) o I - SUPPI I Es

teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All”

license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go Qﬂ%?m} . .
toward marketing the plate. Cap ital Health For more information contact:

Enacted: 07/01/2014. .

The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida
Sheriffs Association to develop and provide import-
ant training for members of local sheriff’s offices as
well as deputies across the state. Wbl

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As- || == T QR S8cTATION  — =
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

P (850) 545-5982 or (850) 284-9233

AL
DROP OFF SUPPLIES ON

SATURDAY, JULY 8TH | 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
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Wakulla County to receive state money for projects

Special to The Sun

Gov. Ron DeSantis
recently signed the high-
ly anticipated 2023-24
budget, marking a sig-
nificant milestone for
Wakulla County. The
approved budget not
only includes critical
allocations for essential
infrastructure projects
but also demonstrates
the successful collab-
oration between the
Wakulla County Board
of County Commission-
ers and the legislative
delegation in securing
these funds. This mo-
mentous achievement
brings much-needed tax
dollars back to Wakulla
County, supporting its
growth and develop-
ment.

“The Wakulla County

Board of County Com-
missioners and our leg-
islative delegation are
proud to have played a
pivotal role in securing
this infrastructure fund-
ing for Wakulla County,”
said County Commis-
sion Chairman Ralph
Thomas.

The approved appro-
priation requests for
Wakulla County in the
2023/24 state budget
includes:

e Emergency Op-
erations Center -
$3,250,000: Recogniz-
ing the importance of
preparedness and safe-
ty, Gov. DeSantis has
allocated $3.25 million
towards the construc-
tion and enhancement
of the Emergency Op-
erations Center. This
funding will bolster

Wakulla County’s ability
to respond effectively to
emergencies and ensure
the well-being of our
citizens and business-
es. This funding will
be combined with a $3
million allocation from
Congressman Neil Dunn
and a $1 million match
from Wakulla County for
a total project allocation
of $7.25 million.

* Fire Rescue Bun-
ker Gear - $150,000:
The approved budget
includes $150,000 ded-
icated to the acquisi-
tion of high-quality fire
rescue bunker gear.
This investment equips
Wakulla County’s fire-
fighters with the neces-
sary equipment to carry
out their duties safely
and efficiently, ensuring
their own protection as

they protect the com-
munity.

e Fire Engine -
$750,000: Gov. De-
Santis has authorized
$750,000 for the pur-
chase of a new fire en-
gine, recognizing the
invaluable service pro-
vided by fire depart-
ments in safeguarding
lives and property. This
new engine will enhance
Wakulla County’s fire-
fighting capabilities,
enabling a rapid re-
sponse to emergencies
and ensuring the safety
of Wakulla County.

e Library Design /
Engineering - $800,000:
A modern and well-
equipped library is
crucial for fostering
education, knowl-
edge, and community
development. The ap-

proved budget includes
$800,000 for the de-
sign and engineering
aspects of a new library,
bringing Wakulla Coun-
ty closer to realizing a
vibrant hub of learning
and exploration for its
residents.

e Azalea Park Im-
provements — $200,000:
Governor DeSantis also
recommended award-
ing Wakulla County
Florida Recreation De-
velopment Assistance
Program (FRDAP) fund-
ing. If awarded, FRDAP
funding would be uti-
lized for renovations to
restrooms, the purchase
and site preparation of
a picnic pavilion, the
purchase and installa-
tion of the playground,
picnic tables, trash re-
ceptacles, security area

lighting, electric vehicle
charging station, and
water stations for people
and pets.

“These approved ap-
propriations demon-
strate our commitment
to the well-being and
success of our com-
munity,” said County
Administrator David
Edwards. “By bringing
our citizens’ tax dollars
back to Wakulla, we
can enhance our infra-
structure, ensuring a
better quality of life for
all residents.”

These investments
will strengthen emer-
gency response capabili-
ties, support firefighters
and emergency manage-
ment, and provide an
enriched educational
environment.

4-H campers have fun with food

Special to The Sun

Youth ages 8 to 13
learned about MyPlate
nutrition guidelines and
engaged in hands-on
cooking activities design
to grow their culinary
skills. The cooking les-
sons included instruction
on kitchen safety and
how to work as part of
a team. Youth tested
their creativity and ap-
plied their skills during
a series of cooking chal-
lenges similar to the pop-
ular show “Chopped” — a
competition that features
a mystery ingredient.
Youth ages 11-18 can
choose to continue cook-
ing with 4-H and enter a
regional Food Challenge
competition in January
that can help them qual-
ify to compete at the state
competition that is sched-
uled during the Florida
State Fair held annually
in Tampa.

Participants also
learned how to use a
charcoal grill to prepare
different types of protein.
Youth ages 11 to 18 have

|

the opportunity to repre-
sent Wakulla 4-H at the
regional tailgating com-
petition in July. In this
competition, contestants
have 2.5 hours to prepare
a beef, pork, poultry, or
seafood dish on a pro-
vided 14” charcoal grill.
Protein category winners
can advance to the state
competition in Gaines-
ville. The purpose of this
contest is to promote the
use of animal protein in
the diet by teaching the
art and science of safe-

ly preparing beef, pork,
poultry, and seafood in
an outdoor setting. Youth
who participate learn a
variety of life skills, in-
cluding decision making,
healthy lifestyle choices,
and communication.
This week’s advanced
cooking camp partici-
pants included Sadie
Greene, Taylor Mar-
ley, Abigail McDaniel,
Raelynn Prentiss, Max
Sarkisian, Georgia Tea-
sley, Shelby Vause, Cece
Vernon, Danielle Aller,

Emma Greene, Carolyn
Grimes, Jason Jacobs,
Paris London, Jenniffer
Masters, Harrison Rog-
ers, Noah Wynn.

For more information
about 4-H camps and
programs, please visit
our website at https://
sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/wakul-
la/4-h-youth-develop-
ment/ or stop by our of-
fice at 84 Cedar Avenue in
Crawfordville. Addition-
ally, mark your calendars
for the 4-H Open House
in August. On Saturday,
August 26th from 9 to
11 AM, the community
is invited to an informal
open house event at the
Extension Office. Walk
through our arena, en-
joy light refreshments,
meet 4-H volunteer club
leaders and staff, and
learn about 4-H activities
and clubs that you and
your family can choose to
participate in during the
2023-24 club year. Have
questions about 4-H?
Reach out to 4-H agent
Dr. Rachel Pienta at 850-
925-3931 or email her at
r.pienta@ufl.edu.

Some new laws take eftect on July 1

News Service of Florida

More school vouchers.
Expanded restrictions on
teaching about sexual
orientation and gender
identity. Limits on using
TikTok. Carrying guns
without concealed-weap-
ons licenses. A larger
Florida State Guard.

More than 200 laws
passed during the 2023
legislative session, in-
cluding a record $116.5
billion budget, will take
effect Saturday.

Gov. Ron DeSantis has
signed nearly 300 bills
that the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature passed
during the session. About
one-third went into effect
immediately or will hit
the books in October or
January.

Here are some of the
laws that will take effect
Saturday:

* SB 2500, a $116.5
billion budget for the
2023-2024 fiscal year,
which will run from Sat-
urday through June 30.
DeSantis vetoed $510.9
million from the budget
passed by lawmakers in
May.

* HB 1, expanding tax-
payer-funded vouchers to
all Florida students and
eliminating income-eligi-
bility requirements.

e HB 3, prohibiting
government investment
strategies that consider
“environmental, social
and governance,” or ESG,
standards.

* HB 5, eliminating
Enterprise Florida, the
state’s business-recruit-
ment agency. Contracts
and programs will be
shifted to the Department
of Economic Opportunity,
which will be renamed
the Department of Com-
merce.

* SB 102, making
changes to try to expand
affordable housing, in-
cluding boosting funding
for housing and rental
programs, providing in-
centives for investment
and encouraging mixed-
use developments in
struggling commercial
areas.

e SB 106, designat-
ing $200 million to help
link hiking and biking
trails, which are part of
the Shared-Use Nonmo-
torized Trail Network,
to a statewide wildlife
corridor.

* SB 214, preventing
credit-card companies
from tracking firearm
and ammunition sales
through a separate “mer-
chant category code” at
gun businesses.

* HB 225, allowing
“opening remarks” of up
to two minutes on pub-
lic-address systems be-
fore high-school cham-
pionship events. The
change came amid a legal
battle about whether a
Christian school should
have been able to offer
a prayer over the loud-
speaker before a cham-
pionship football game.

* SB 240, offering tax
breaks for businesses
that employ apprentices
or pre-apprentices.

& SB 262, placing re-
strictions on large online
companies about collect-
ing and using consumers’
personal data.

* SB 264, preventing,
with some exceptions,
property purchases in
Florida by people from
China who are not U.S.
citizens or permanent
U.S. residents.

* SB 266, prohibiting
colleges and universities
from spending money
on diversity, equity and
inclusion initiatives.

* HB 379, prohibiting
the use of the social-me-
dia platform TikTok on
devices owned by school
districts and through in-
ternet access provided by
districts. TikTok has been
controversial because of
its Chinese ownership.

e HB 389, allowing
school districts to provide
free menstrual hygiene
products in schools.

* HB 411, changing
residency requirements
for county school-board
members. The bill will
require board members to
reside in the districts they
represent by the date they
take office, rather than
at the time they qualify
to run.

e HB 477, imposing
eight-year term limits on
school-board members,
down from the current
12 years.

* SB 540, allowing “pre-
vailing” parties to recover
legal fees in challenges to
local government compre-
hensive growth-manage-
ment plan changes.

e HB 543, allowing
Floridians to carry guns
without concealed-weap-
ons licenses.

* HB 637, barring au-
tomakers from offering
direct-to-consumer or
online sales if their ve-
hicles are currently sold
through dealerships in
the state.

* SB 766, allowing
school districts to use
cameras designed to cap-
ture images of drivers
who illegally pass school
buses.

e SB 846, banning
state colleges and uni-
versities and employees
from accepting gifts from
“foreign countries of con-
cern” — China, Cuba,
Iran, North Korea, Rus-
sia, Syria and Venezuela.

* SB 902, placing ad-
ditional safety require-
ments on amusement
rides. The bill is named
after 14-year-old Tyre
Sampson, who was killed
when he fell from a ride
last year in Orlando.

e HB 931, prohibiting
colleges and universities
from using “political loy-
alty” tests in hiring, ad-
missions or promotions.

e HB 1259, requiring
school districts to share
portions of local prop-
erty-tax revenues with
charter schools.

Wakulla Airport
bill is signed

Special to The Sun

During the 2023 Legislative Session, language
was passed and signed into law that no longer
requires a noise study for the Wakulla County
Airport. Previously, Florida Statutes required
airports to partake in a federal Part 150 noise
compatibility study to be approved by the Florida
Department of Transportation.

The new Florida Statutes regulation now implies
for airports that have not conducted a noise study,
the focus shifts to mitigation rather than prohibi-
tion. Potentially incompatible uses associated with
residential construction and most educational
facilities would be subject to mitigation measures
instead. The bill also specifies the area around the
airport where these regulations apply.

“Before the passage of this bill, Wakulla County
was mandated to pay for a very expensive and
unnecessary noise study,” County Commission
Chairman Ralph Thomas stated, “I am apprecia-
tive of the Florida Legislature and Governor for
removing this burdensome regulation.”

The Wakulla County Airport is a grass airstrip
located on Bay Drive off Surf Road in Ochlock-
onee Bay.

Wakaulla jobless
rate at 2.5%

News Service of Florida

Florida’s unemployment rate remained at a
near-historic low of 2.6% in May and has been
unchanged since January, according to a report re-
leased Friday by the state Department of Economic
Opportunity.

The May rate represented an estimated 287,000
Floridians qualified as unemployed in mid-May from
a labor force of 10.998 million. It was down from
2.9% a year earlier and was below the national rate
last month of 3.7%.

Locally, Wakulla County’s unemployment rate is
the lowest in the Capital Region at 2.5%.

According to the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity, the regional unemployment rate for
the Tallahassee Metropolitan Area, which consists
of Leon, Gadsden, and Wakulla counties, was 3.1
% for June 2022.The region’s June 2022 unemploy-
ment rate was 1.7 % lower than the region’s year ago
rate of 4.8 % and was 0.2 %age lower to the state’s
rate of 2.9 %.

Leon County followed at 3.1 %. Gadsden County
was at 3.6 %. There were a total of 6,012 unemployed
residents in the region.

The number of people out of work in Florida was
up 6,000 from April, but down 22,000 from May
2022.

A news release from Gov. Ron DeSantis’ office
pointed to private-sector employment increasing
by 17,200 jobs in May and growing faster than the
national pace.

Jimmy Heckman, the Department of Economic
Opportunity’s chief of workforce statistics and eco-
nomic research, said Florida’s numbers might be
able to improve in some areas, pointing to population
growth and the state leading the nation in business
formations over the past three years.

But the state might not be able to reach the spring
2006 unemployment rate of 2.4 %.

“There’s a strong possibility that we could see
lower unemployment rates in the future, but 2.6
(%) is a very, very low rate,” Heckman said. “It’s very
close to the lowest rate we've ever seen in the state.”

One area that has slumped is construction, which
dropped 1,600 jobs in May and has been on a decline
for five consecutive months.

The decline is most noticeable in South Florida,
while growth has occurred in the Jacksonville and
Tampa Bay regions, Heckman said.

Heckman on Friday didn’t address why con-
struction jobs are in decline. Last month, Heckman
attributed the drop to rising mortgage rates affecting
demand for new housing.
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Opinions

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-

www.thewakullasun.com

of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

By ED BRIMNER
Property Appraiser

My staff and I often
hear comments such
as, “I hope you don’t
raise my taxes!” or “Why
did you increase my
property taxes?”

The simple answer
is, “The Wakulla Coun-
ty Property Appraiser
cannot raise or lower
taxes.” However, I know
it’s a little more compli-
cated than that.

Imagine tax admin-
istration as a 3-legged
stool. Each leg has its
job and is independent
of the other two. It takes
three independent offic-
es to do their part be-
fore property taxes can
be collected in Wakulla

A three-legged stool! and taxes

County.

e The first leg is the
Wakulla County Proper-
ty Appraiser’s Office; we
appraise property and
cannot raise or lower
taxes nor can we col-
lect taxes. We are inde-
pendent to prevent any
influence by taxing au-
thorities to increase or
decrease assessments.

e The second leg is
made up of taxing au-
thorities which consists
of the Wakulla County
Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC), the
Wakulla County School
Board, the City of St
Marks, and Northwest
Florida Water Manage-
ment District; they de-
termine tax rates (mill-
age) but cannot assess
properties, nor can they
collect taxes.

e The third leg is the
Tax Collector. The Tax
Collector’s staff collects
and disperses taxes;
however, they cannot
assess property, nor
can they levy taxes.

This is a necessary

TOTAL TAXABLE VALUE Tax Rate Money Raised
Year 1 |$1.7 Billion Dollars 8.2 Mills $13.94 Million
Year 2 | $1.5 Billion Dollars 9.29 Mills $13.94 Million

separation of powers es-
tablished by our Florida
Constitution to assure
fair and equitable as-
sessments and subse-
quent taxation for the
funding of county and
municipal services such
as schools, police, fire
& rescue, roads, parks,
etc.

If property values
dropped and the Prop-
erty Appraiser reduced
assessed values accord-
ingly, taxing authorities
are authorized by State
law to raise tax rates to
get the same revenue
they had the prior year

without calling it a tax
increase (FS 200.065
and Florida Administra-
tive Code 12D-17.0035).
See the example at top.

The tax rate levied
by taxing authorities
are determined by the
spending needs of the
taxing authority (BOCC,
School Board, St Marks,
etc.).

In Jan 1, 2022,
Wakulla County had a
total taxable value of
over $1.7 billion dollars.
The BOCC set a tax rate
of 8.2 mills and raised
almost $14 million dol-
lars in ad valorem taxes.

On Jan 1, 2023 (the
2023 Tax Bill), Wakulla
County’s taxable value
increased to approxi-
mately $2.2 billion dol-
lars, a 22.8% increase.
To raise the same
amount of tax dollars,
the millage rate would
be reduced to 6.4 mills.
However, inflation will
almost certainly prevent
a complete rollback to
last year’s taxes.

Below are examples
of different millage rates
commissioners  could
use in determining the
2023 tax rates. The
same exercise will be

Wakulla Property Appraiser Wakulla Commissioners

Tax Base using Jan 1, 2023, Mar- Tax Rate based on Budget Needs
ket Value (rounded)

TOTAL TAXABLE VALUE Tax Rate Money Raised (Rounded)
2022 |$1.7 Billion Dollars 8.2 Mills | $13.94 Million
2023 | 82.2 Billion Dollars 8.0 Mills 817.60 Million (20.8% increase)
2023 | $2.2 Billion Dollars 7.5 Mills 8316.50 Million (15.5% increase)
2023 | 82.2 Billion Dollars 6.4 Mills $14.08 Million (1% increase)

done by each taxing au-
thority.

The Property Ap-
praiser has completed
assessments for 2023
with a new total tax-
able value of $2.2 Bil-
lion dollars. Our taxing
authorities will soon
be advertising budget
meeting dates to deter-
mine the next millage
rates. The Tax Collector
will send tax bills and
begin collecting taxes in
November. The Florida
Constitution has pur-
posely separated taxing
authority to ensure we
all work together for the
common good of citi-
zens.

Please give me a call
if you have questions or
comments. My goal is
Fair and Equitable As-
sessments!

Ed Brimner is Wakul-
la County Property Ap-
praiser. He can be con-
tacted at edbrimner@
mywakullapa.com or
(850) 926-0500.
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Group seeks support for back to school outreach

Editor, The Sun:

Dear Community Friends:

We hope the new year is off to a great
start, and that all roads are leading to suc-
cess!

For the past 13 years, “Be A Hero to Our
Heroes, Inc.” and the F.R.E.S.H. Wakulla
County Back to School Outreach Ministry
have been privileged to spearhead a com-

munity wide initiative to ensure that stu-
dents in our county are prepared to return
to school at the beginning of the fall term.
With the support of the community and
many others, we are pleased to have served
over 1,000 students during each of the last

SAVE THE DATE!

BACKPACK/SCHOOL SUPPLIES
DRIVE-THRU DISTRIBUTIONS

Location

Coast Charter School, 48 Shell Island Rd

Panacea Plaza, 1353 Coastal Hwy

City Hall, 105 Mumnicipal Ave

five years, and it is our hope to reach as Date City
many students this year. In order to ac-

. . . . |55 2 TS
complish our goals, we invite you to share July 15 $t. Marks
in making a difference in the lives of stu- Tuly 227 Tasies
dents through sponsorships.

. . " Lt ] - "
Donations and sponsorships are appre- L SHpopy
ciated. Your SL}pport const}tutes an agree- August 5§ Cratoicile

ment to advertise your business on our fly-

Wakulla County Community Center, 318 Shadeville Rd

ers, T-shirts and other media outlets such
as Facebook. All donations are tax deduct-
ible.

Be a Hero to Our Heroes, Inc. is a
non-profit 501(c) organization whose mis-
sion is to provide a forum to bring parents,
students, and community friends together
to learn of ministries, programs and ac-
tivities available to assist our students in
effectively accomplishing their education-
al goals. Our purpose is to encourage and
empower students, parents and the com-
munity holistically (spiritually, mentally,
emotionally, and physically) for an effective school
year.

Sponsorship Levels

HEALTH

Wbl County

$1,500 and above

t-shirt.
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rivertown

COMMLUNITY CHURCH

Platinum Level (monetary/items value)

e Sponsor’s name on the back of F.R.E.S.H.’s

* Logo on F.R.E.S.H.’s registration form
¢ Advertisement - social media

e Sponsorship Listings

e Sponsorship Poster

Gold Level (monetary/items value)
$1,000 and above

e Sponsor’s name on back of F.R.E.S.H.’s

t-shirt

¢ Advertisement - social media

* Sponsorship Listings

e Sponsorship Poster

Silver Level (monetary/items value)
$500 and above

¢ Advertisement - social media

* Sponsorship Listings

e Sponsorship Poster

Bronze Level (monetary/items value)
$250 and above

¢ Advertisements -social media

e Sponsorship Poster

Donation Listings (monetary/items val-

ue)

less than $250

¢ Advertisements

¢ Donation Poster

*Please make checks payable to Be A

Hero to Our Heroes, Inc.

We are grateful for your support and

your willingness to assist us in this wor-
thy cause.

If you have questions, or need addi-

tional information, please contact Ken-
ny Manning at (850) 545-5982 or Cheryl
Randolph at (850) 284-9233.

Sincerely,

Glenda Washington, President

Be A Hero to Our Heroes, Inc.

Kenny Manning & Cheryl Randolph
F.R.E.S.H. Event Coordinators

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https://floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301



www.thewakullasun.com

e el

Am— 7

<«

) JON MORGAN

7~

THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, June 29, 2023 — Page 5

< Question of The Week >
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Asked at Crawfordyille Qulck Stop on a ralny day:

Do you grlll out on te 4t of July7 ;
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— Compiled by Lynda Kinsey
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Wakulla Station News

By VERNA BROCK

Well, the heat wave is finally hit-
ting North Florida. Say what you will
about all the rain, it kept our temps
at a moderate level. Now we’re back
to blistering, soul withering, triple
digit heat indices. ARGH! Break out
the hoses, kiddie pools and icey re-
freshments!

As I await news on the speed limit
front here in Wakulla Station, I had
another illustrative moment. A very
sweet lady called about buying more
of Ed’s local wildflower honey, and
asked for directions. After a lovely
conversation, I went out to wait for
her arrival. She told me she had to
drive by the house THREE TIMES,

for fear of being rear ended! I totally
felt her apprehension, living here on
the edge of the Indy 500 as we do.

I met the most interesting neigh-
bor this past weekend. He had
stopped by to ask questions about
Ed’s pecan grove, and we began
conversatin’. What a fascinating life
he has had! He is a retired profes-
sional home services provider, as
well as having served in Vietnam
and worked for the government in
Afghanistan. He is currently hand
crafting the final details on his
home, and is just a delight. I am so
glad he stopped and chatted.

We have also had several people
stop by just to admire all our but-
terflies (Mexican yard art included,

lol!). This really has been a good
year for gardens and flowers. The
critters sure seem to appreciate it!

Happy birthday to my hardwork-
ing husband, who will celebrate an-
other trip around the sun this week.
June is a birthday rich month for
our family, but it will be July before
we can all gather in one place to
celebrate one another. Even during
the summer, we all stay busy, busy,
BUSY.

A local Wakulla landmark will be
moving to Crawfordville soon, and
we will sure miss them. The Preg-
nancy Help Center will move to big-
ger, better digs by the end of sum-
mer, and we will have new next door
neighbors. I so appreciate these
loving folks who serve parents with
love rather than judgment. Their
entire mission is to offer support

and guidance to whomever seeks it.

Please keep the Chitwood family
in your prayers, as they have lost a
beloved aunt. Also in need of prayer
are the Kendrick family, the Car-
ter families, the Vickery family, the
Hobby family, the Lynn family and
Clem Bunker.

I'm happy to report that baby
Sebastian is continuing to prosper
and heal after his heart transplant.
Thelme Watts is recovering from her
surgery and illnesses. Please keep
Faye Sweeney in your prayers. Pam
Adams still needs our prayers, as
does her elderly neighbor.

I know there are many unspoken
prayer requests, but God is faithful
and knows our hearts. God bless
and keep us all.

Sherift’s Report

Because of the Juneteenth holi-
day, this report is for activityfromf
June 9 to June 22:

FRIDAY, JUNE 9

e Shea Webb reported an un-
known person had made two
charges on her credit card without
authorization. The two charges were
over $3,000. The card has been can-
celed and all charges disputed. This
case has been sent to detectives for
further investigation. Sgt. Ronald
Mitchell investigated.

* Hillary Brigham reported an un-
known person stole a check from
her mailbox and the check was used
at Walmart in Gainesville for $900.
This case has been sent to detec-
tives for further investigation. Dep-
uty William Bennett investigated.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10

e Mark Vargo reported finding a
water port cover placed on his boat
motor. The boat may have been
damaged by the cover as the motor
had been running while the cover
was on and it obstructed the water
flow into the motor. This case has
been sent to detectives for further
investigation. Deputy William Ben-
nett investigated.

e Sara Clark reported an un-
known suspect used her credit card
to make a Wal-Mart purchase. The
order was canceled and closed. One
item was in shipment, and it was de-
livered and returned for credit. This
case has been sent to detectives for
further investigation. Deputy Arturo
Cordoba investigated.

MONDAY, JUNE12

e Thadis Parker reported an un-
authorized charge to his debit card
in the amount of $15.61 at ASAP
Smoke Shop in Tallahassee. Park-
er advised he still had possession of
his card. ASAP advised that security
video was available. This case has
been sent to detectives for further
investigation. Deputy Jake Scott in-
vestigated.

TUESDAY, JUNE 13

* Deputies responded to a report
of a physical disturbance on Rene-
gade Road. Contact was made with
Leslie Morris and her neighbor Kat-
lyn Truman. Both parties have con-
flicting statements of what occurred.
Due to conflicting statements and
no independent witnesses, no arrest
was made, and the parties were sep-
arated for the day. Deputy Donald
Newsome investigated.

* James Chunn reported finding a
bicycle on his property near Mohave
Road. The bicycle was placed into
the bike impound yard for safekeep-
ing until the owner can be located.
Deputy Edwin Grove responded.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14

» Jacob Sparks was arrested after
he was found breaking into a prop-
erty in Panacea. As deputies were re-
sponding to the scene the caller con-
fronted Sparks regarding the break
in, at which point Sparks allegedly
produced a knife and threatened
to stab the caller. Deputy William
Bennett located Sparks and took
him into custody without incident.
Sparks was taken to the Wakulla
County Jail and charged with Armed
Burglary and Aggravated Assault.

* During the evening of June 14th
WCSO responded to numerous calls
during the Severe Weather Wakulla
County experienced throughout the
evening. WCSO Communications
received approximately 45 reports of
downed trees throughout the coun-
ty, as well as two traffic crashes in-
volving trees down with one major
and one minor. Only one resident
reported damage from a tree falling
onto the residence.

THURSDAY, JUNE 15

* The Road patrol shift respond-
ed to seven separate reported bur-
glaries of homes which are currently
under construction. The suspect(s)
entered the construction sites and
removed electrical equipment and
wiring which had already been in-
stalled in the homes. Each of these

cases has been sent to detectives for
further investigation.

e Campground host at the New-
port campground reported a shed
had been burglarized. Taken was a
speaker box with four speakers and
amps, and a Stihl backpack blow-
er. The complainant estimated both
items at approximately $1,000. This
case has been sent to detectives for
further investigation. Deputy Antho-
ny Paul investigated.

¢ Deputies responded to an ad-
dress on Springwood Boulevard in
reference to a possible trespass.
Upon arrival contact was made with
the victim who discovered squatters
inside a vacant home that they own.
Contact was made with Jonathan
and Brandy Vaillancourt at the resi-
dence. During the investigation Jon-
athan was discovered to have sever-
al illegal narcotics on his person. He
was placed under arrest and trans-
ported to the Wakulla County Jail.
Deputy Todd Kent investigated.

¢ A vehicle was reported to have
been abandoned on Tafflinger Road.
The vehicle had flat tires and was
partially in the roadway. The vehi-
cle had been there for approximately
one week.

SATURDAY, JUNE 17

e Michael King reported an intox-
icated male banging on his door de-
manding to be let in because his girl
was inside. King stated he told him
several times no one else was there
but his grandson. Upon arrival con-
tact was made with Daryn Wilkins
who was extremely intoxicated and
had somehow gone to the wrong
apartment. Wilkins was placed un-
der arrest and transported to the
jail. Deputy Jake Scott investigated.

e Sandra Gentry awoke and dis-
covered a window on her vehicle had
been busted out. Gentry was unsure
of who might have damaged her ve-
hicle. This case has been sent to
detectives for further investigation.
Deputy Zac Monroe investigated.

e Michael Partida reported losing
his wallet. Partida stated he went to
the bank and to an establishment
outside of Wakulla County. Partida
was unsure of where he lost his wal-
let. Deputy Todd Kent investigated.

SUNDAY, JUNE 18

e Asset Protection for Walmart re-
ported a black male with a prosthet-
ic leg entering the store and bringing
several items to the tobacco check-
out line. There he proceeded to have
the cashier make change in several
transactions quickly. The suspect
confused/scammed the cashier into
handing him approximately $3,600
in cash back. This case has been
sent to detectives for further inves-
tigation. Deputy Don Newsom inves-
tigated.

¢ Brian Pellman was pulled over
for driving without his headlights
on. A check with Wakulla County
Dispatch showed Pellman’s license
had been revoked for 10 years due
to multiple DUIs. Pellman was sub-
sequently arrested and transported
to the jail, for driving while license
suspended or revoked. Deputy Jake
Scott investigated.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21

¢ A traffic stop was conducted on
a vehicle for an expired tag. The driv-
er Robert Ward was found not have
a valid driver’s license. During the
stop, Ward was discovered to have
drug paraphernalia in his posses-
sion. Ward was placed under arrest
and transported to the jail facility.
Deputy Dakota Haddock investigat-
ed.

THURSDAY, JUNE 22

e Sara Wright reported the theft
of her jonboat via telephone. The
boat is described as a plastic green
in color 12-foot Suntracker Dolphin
style valued at approximately $800.
Wright observed two subjects on her
property and dock around 6 a.m. on
June 21. This case has been sent to
detectives for further investigation.
Lt Gibby Gibson investigated.

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100, or call 911 for
emergencies.
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HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

An accessory quite
popular now is the “red
dot” reflex sight. If your
handgun can accept
one, you place it at or
near the rear sight;
wherever you have
space and location
for the red dot. Now,
popularity is never my
choice for handguns or
their accessories. What
I want is simply what
works easiest, and to
me, best. I sure do like
a red dot sight.

Once you have your
red dot mounted, you
peer through the sight.
You will see a red dot
when you point your
gun at a target. You
might see a circle with
a red dot in its center.
You can also see a red
dot inside a red trian-
gle. Instead of learning
to align front and rear
sights, now you just
point the dot at your
target. Presto! Fast ac-
quisition!

With improved speed
and acquisition, you
can have better accu-
racy. Don’t we all love
to whack out the bull’s-
eye of our targets?

Practicing muscle
memory at home? After
dumping your maga-
zine and checking the
chamber of your hand-
gun, you can choose a
“target” on a wall. Bring
the red dot to this tar-
get to reinforce muscle
memory.

And a red dot is no

Red dot or green dot?

big old scope; it’s a
compact piece of equip-
ment. However, unlike
a scope, it does not pro-
vide magnification. Are
you considering putting
a red dot on your carry
gun? This may or may
not work for you as the
sight, though compact,
is a lot larger than the
sights that come on
your gun.

Another way it’s dif-
ferent from the scope
is that the sight is par-
allax-free. This means
the dot stays fixed on
your target regardless
of your head’s position
behind the optic. Move
your head?

That’s okay. Your dot
is still on your target.

Green Red Dot!

And you don’t have to

use just one eye, like
you would when look-
ing through a scope.
With the red dot, you
can use both eyes.

Some red dot sights
run on batteries and
some on solar pow-
er. And some have a
“shake awake” feature.
This feature turns on
the sight when the gun
is moved, and then
turns itself off after a
few minutes. This saves
battery time especially
if a person is apt to
forget turning the sight
off before putting the
handgun away.

Another popular red
dot sight is green. Go
figure. Even though it’s
green, it is still called a
“red dot sight.” A green
red dot sight. Kinda
sounds like an oxymo-
ron.

Do you prefer a red
dot or a green red dot
sight? They are differ-
ent and they are not
cheap, so you do need
to see both before you
buy. Unless you have
lots of disposable cash.

The sight you choose
depends on your re-
quirements for its use,
and the ability of your

SEA PANSY

(Renilla mulleri)
A sea pansy is a soft coral colony of polyps

adapted for living in turbulent water. The colony
can independently inflate/deflate the anchoring
stalk or plumed top. When conditions are calm the
colony inflates so all the polyps can feed on
plankton. If currents are strong, the top deflates,
and the stalk inflates, to avoid being swept away. If
attacked, the the top inflates, the stalk deflates and
it catchs a current to float away. Sea Pansy's are
bioluminescent, glowing softly geenish at night.

Eukarya, Animalia, Cnidaria, Pennatulacea, Sessiliflora, Renillidae

ecimen Marine Laboratory

www.gulfspecimen.org
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gun to accept the optic.

So, let’s talk dots.

Joe’s happy with a
red dot on one of his
hunting pistols. Why?

If he had chosen a
green dot, the green
could blend in with the
greenery around what-
ever he is hunting. The
red is more noticeable
against the green back-
ground of grasses and
leaves.

Red dots show up
well in low light con-
ditions, although most
have brightness set-
tings to help with illu-
mination in stronger
light.

Red dots tend to be
less expensive than
green dots. Sometimes
a lot less expensive.

I do appreciate red
dot sight. But I like the
green dot sight a lot
better. I've tried shoot-
ing one of Joe’s guns
which has a red dot
sight at the Wakulla
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (WCSO) range.
The red dot did not
appear bright enough

Some Reflex Sights
 “Shake Awake”

for me and I found it
difficult to locate on the
black target. The green
showed up really well.
It was bright and crisp.

Green dots tend to
appear brighter than
red dots, especially in
strong light. According
to an article in The
Truth About Guns in
June of 2021: “The hu-
man eye is about six
times more sensitive
to green light than it is
to red light. That’s why
a green dot or reticle
appears brighter to the
human eye than stan-
dard red at the same
intensity.”

A need for a brighter
dot is at stronger light
conditions, such as in
the desert.

The site Shooting
Mystery in April of 2023
has further reason why
many of us see better
using the green dot.
“Astigmatism is the
known cause of anoma-
lies associated with red
dot sights.

Additionally, other
refractive conditions of

HEADTK.OR YD
ATZOIZIA

the eye, such as myo-
pia, hyperopia, scoto-
pia (low light vision),
and presbyopia, may
produce similar dot
distortion.

These anomalies may
be in various forms,
such as:

e Excessive star
bursting

* Dot clusters

* More than one dot

» Sight with a tail

These problems are
often associated with
red illumination.” Since
people with eye difficul-
ties generally see better
using green dot sights,
using green dots can
result in less eyestrain
and eye fatigue.

Green dots generally
work better with night
vision equipment, too
but that does depend
on the particular sight.
If this is important to
you, ask the person at
your local gun store to
be certain.

Wouldn’t you know,
green dots tend to be
quite a bit more ex-
pensive than most red

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

dots? Drat. There’s al-
ways a downside and I
think cost is the major
one when choosing be-
tween red and green dot
sights.

If your handgun is to
be used for hunting, if
your eyesight is good,
if the red dot sight you
choose has sufficient
brightness adjustabil-
ity and if you are con-
cerned about cost, a
red dot can be a good
choice.

On the other hand,
The Truth About Guns
in the 2021 article sums
up an opinion: “Com-
bine this increased in-
tensity, a larger reticle,
and the ability to be
more readily seen in
daytime light condi-
tions, a green light sight
is the better choice for
most users.”

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.
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a peek into life on and under the water
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Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports

By Carolyn Brown Treadon

A few weeks ago, we
discussed hurricane pre-
paredness. This past week
has thankfully not im-
pacted us, but we cannot
be sure that a storm will
not impact us in the near
future.

In addition to taking
care of us, we also need
to be read to take care of
those we are responsible
for. Preparing for your
pest’s safety is just as
important as preparing for
your own.

Most critical, according
to PetMD is to make sure
your pet is microchipped
and that you have updat-
ed the contact information
should you be separated.

It is important that you
have a hurricane emer-
gency kit for your pet.

Recommended items
include:

* Enough food and bot-
tled water to last one week
or more

* Pee pads, litter boxes,
poop bags, and paper tow-
els for cleanup.

Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)

#% Boating Emergencies '~

Coast Guard Station

Panama City .....ccovvvvrviinciiicieiinnn. (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station

Yankeetown .......ccveeevererennenernenennnnenennenns (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary

(850) 942-7500
...................... (850) 284-1166

¢ Medical records, name
of veterinarian, medica-
tion, feeding schedule,
and current photos of
your pet(s).

* Toys or treats to ease
stress.

¢ A 1- to 2-month sup-
ply of pet medications is
needed, as they may be
difficult or impossible to
find during and after a
hurricane.

* Roomy carriers that
allow your pet to move
around, ensure safety,
and help them to feel more
comfortable during their
confinement.

* Sturdy, extra leashes
that have reflective tape or
flashlights.

* A hand-powered can
opener to open any food
cans.

* A pet first aid kit to
help stabilize your pet in
its case if injured, until
veterinary care is found.

While it is our most
sincere hope that you will
never need to use this kit,
if needed it is better to be
semper paratus, always
ready.

Thanks to Sherrie, we
will always remember safe
boating is no accident!

Please contact us for
more information about
our safe boating classes
or learning more about
getting involved in the
Auxiliary, check out our
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on FaceBook
@ Apalachee Bay Flotilla
12 or contact our Flotilla
Commander Phil Hill at
pnkkhill2000@yahoo.com

If you would like to
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please
contact Steve Hults, Staff
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component
of the U.S. Coast Guard
and supports the Coast
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary
was created by Congress
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

Pollinator Profile: Ruby-throated hummingbird

From FWC

While everyone knows
hummingbirds drink nec-
tar, their role as pollina-
tors is often overlooked.
Found only in the western
hemisphere, humming-
bird beaks are adapted
to dip into their preferred
flowers when feeding,
leaving a scattering of
pollen along their feathers
that is transferred to the
next blossom. The Ru-
by-throated Humming-
bird is the most common
hummingbird in Florida,
named for the striking red
color of the male’s throat.
Like many other hum-
mingbirds, these feathers
are iridescent, meaning
their color changes de-
pending on how the light

Young male Ruby-throated Hummingbird, with
red throat feathers just beginning to grow in.
Photo by Travis Blunden.

hits them. From a dif-
ferent angle the shining
red patch may appear
black. Both males and
females have a whiteish-
grey underside and me-
tallic green across their

heads and back, with the
male having a more obvi-
ous forked tail. They are
about three inches long
with a wingspan of about
four inches and weigh
just 0.1 to 0.2 ounces.

Every year these tiny
birds migrate thousands
of miles from their win-
tering grounds in Mexico
and Central America to
the eastern and central
United States and into
parts of southern Cana-
da. To sustain the enor-
mous amount of energy
required for this feat they
feed on small spiders and
insects for protein and
fat as well as consume
large quantities of nec-
tar, pollinating plants
along the way. Some Flor-
ida-friendly hummingbird
favorites include coral
honeysuckle, red buck-
eye, coralbean, firebush
and trumpet creeper.
Plant them in your yards
and communities to help
hummingbirds.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Your local source for news.
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Fishing off Wakulla.

I finally got to go fishing off Wakulla County!

We went midweek and were amazed at all the red
snapper found mid-water column right under the boat.
Being spearfisher-people we selected only the largest
fish to collect.

Of course we met the limits allowable before drop-
ping to the bottom to seek Grouper, Hog Fish and
Lionfish.

We were 30-40 miles offshore in 60-80 FSW. The
sea was flat all day. And the water was warm enough
not to require wet suits. That was wonderful mid-June,
but a concern due to climate change.

There was a thermocline that brought the tempera-
ture down just below 80 degrees near the bottom.
Perhaps that is why the snapper were near the surface.

I made three of the four dives offered as the day
wore on. We got back to Carrabbelle by 7 p.m. and
the shop by 8 p.m., a very long day.

My partner, Dr. Joerg Hess, was having challenges
with his speargun so I eventually loaned him mine,
after which he did much better.

We were chased out of the water by sharks on
almost every dive! The first dive, it was a hammer
or bonnet head shark that came in fast and furious,
clearly in a search mission.

The second dive had a Bull shark (probably) that
arrived after 15 minutes.

By the third dive we borrowed the single Shark
Shield that was on the boat, and saw no sharks.
That’s when I cleaned up on my limit of fish. I stayed
out loaning my new gun to Joerg on his fourth dive.

But I heard that same boat diving the next day had
major shark problems. I also determined that they
did not charge the Shark Shield the night of my dives
before using it the next day.

Shark Shields need to be charged every day between
uses. Thankfully, no injuries occurred.

I dove using my rebreather, legally used to spearfish
in Federal waters. We did not stop in any State waters.

While I used a very advanced Liberty rebreather,
which made it heavy and awkward to get out of the
water at the end of the dive, it was what I had avail-
able at the time.

Next time I will take the much smaller side mount
or Dive Rite back mount rig.

Rebreathers are silent underwater, unlike the loud
bubble-generating open circuit rigs most folks current-
ly use. So curious fish came right up to or near me.

My newer, smaller gun permitted me to select either
those fish already injured by others, or the largest of
a selected species.

Yes, a Shark Shield is highly recommended for
spearfishing off Wakulla now.

Use one between at least every dive team while in
the water. Better yet, use one on every diver, so that
when one looses its charge, the other keeps on repel-
ling sharks.

They carry a capacitor and battery to produce a
pulse that is at the best frequency to repel sharks by
striking their lateral line system.

There is no evidence that such a charge will bother
other fish.

Turn off the Shark Shield before getting out of the
water as it will shock you on the ladder!

Alohal!

This column was written by Gregg Stanton in
June 2021.
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By SHERYL H. BOLDT

How have you been
affected by the chaos
going on in the world?
As wars escalate, ra-
cial tensions increase
and the political divide

seems to widen, it’s
hard not to feel appre-
hensive.

Do you wonder
what to do with your
thoughts, your days —
your life? What changes
should we make in our
priorities? Should we
keep working, playing,
dieting... praying?

Let’s begin with a
comforting verse. In
the book of Genesis, a
woman named Hagar
described God as, “a
God who sees me”
(Genesis 16:13 NASB).

With all the instabil-
ity going on, I need to
know — to remember —

that not only does God
see all the chaos, He’s
also the God Who sees
me. And thankfully,
He’s the God Who sees
America, the land that
I love.

He sees our fears,
confusion, hurt and
anger. He sees each of
us individually. And
He sees us as a nation.
Though He grieves for
us, He hasn’t given up
on us.

I’ve been praying
more for God to in-
crease our desire for
Him and to give us
(individually and as a
country) the wisdom

to go to Him with our
needs and our fears.

As we celebrate
America’s 247th birth-
day, let’s live as if we
truly believe God sees
us — especially now. I'd
like to think that the
more we become con-
scious of an all-pow-
erful God’s presence,
He’ll reveal Himself in
ways we can’t deny,
even in our daily activ-
ities, including the way
we handle our political
differences.

As a result, maybe
we’ll work harder to
protect our freedoms
by voting more respon-

sibly, respecting our
flag and praying for
our leaders. And rather
than complaining and
blaming one another,
perhaps we’ll work to-
gether to find solutions
for our country’s prob-
lems. Subsequently, we
— and the world — might
look at America differ-
ently.

Becoming more
aware of God’s pres-
ence may well change
our thoughts and bias-
es about one another.
May the God Who sees
us find millions of His
children interceding for
those who have been

www.thewakullasun.com

God sees America, the land that | love

hurt by wars, racial
tensions and political
divides.

Finally, may lives,
not only in our na-
tion, but throughout
the world, be changed
because of what our
all-seeing God is doing
(and will continue to do)
in America — the land
that I love.

Sheryl H. Boldt is
a sales executive for
Wave 94 and author
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net.
Connect with her at
SherylHBoldt. Wave94@
gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

I love writing about
memories of the past.

As the youngest child
of a large family, I had
plenty of opportunities
to learn from the mis-
takes of my siblings.
However, those siblings
always believed I was
spoiled because 1 was
the baby. Believe me, I
played that trump card.

Honestly, Mom and
Dad were fair to each
of us. Dad walked with

quiet strength; his word
and handshake were
his bonds. Mom compli-
mented Dad’s assured-
ness with her own brand
of strength and truth.
Together they instilled
faith, forgiveness, and a
work ethic in their chil-
dren that continue to
carry us today.

Work, I cannot re-
member a time that
our hands were not cal-
loused. Faith, we were
taught faith, and each
learned to fan the flames
of faith as we grew — for-
giveness of others was
also taught as a val-
ued life lesson. We were
taught, according to
scripture, that forgive-
ness is seven times 70;
we were not allowed to
keep tally marks against
the other.

The seven times 70

Forgiving others,

also includes the for-
giveness of self. I have
learned to forgive others
and am still learning to
forgive myself. Granted,
I am not a significant
breaker of the original
Ten  Commandments.
Nonetheless, I have had
my share of mistakes
and regrets. “Forgive-
ness is the greatest gift
you can give yourself’
(Maya Angelou). It is
time to give and to re-
ceive the gift.

When we do not for-
give ourselves for the
past, we give the enemy
a grip on our spirit that
hinders our relationship
with God (Ephesians
4:27). The enemy sets
traps of many kinds to
deter our faith. Often
that hindrance comes in
the form of recalling the
past. When we remem-

forgiving oneself

ber our faults and disap-
pointments of yesterday,
feelings of unworthiness
begin to control our ac-
tions of today.

A social media meme
reads, “Father, forgive
me for the times I craved
a place at the table You
would have flipped” (un-
known). I wonder what
fruit was upon the table
when Jesus cleared the
temple. Certainly, unfor-
giveness has rested as
a centerpiece for many.
The Gospel of Matthew
reads that forgiving an-
other will lead to our
forgiveness. Repeatedly
Jesus brought physical
wellness to many. How-
ever, “your sins are for-
given” was first spoken
to bring spiritual heal-
ing.

We serve a God of
grace whose word teach-

es that our failings are
not only forgiven they
are also forgotten (Isa-
iah 43:25). They are
cast as far as the East is
from the West, not to be
remembered anymore
(Psalm 103:12). Scrip-
ture tells us that when
we seek Him and turn
from our wrong, He is
quick to forgive (1 John
1:9), refreshing us with
His presence (Acts 3:19).
If this is the promise of
God, why can we not re-
ceive it?

I know we cannot
change our yesterday.
However, today is a
brand-new story; grace
is its author. We can
choose a new center-
piece for our table, one
of mercy for others and
ourselves. It is time we
let go of our past and
walk in the healing of

our Lord.

Chosen by God for
this new life of love,
dress in the wardrobe
God picked for you:
compassion, kind-
ness, humility, quiet
strength, and discipline.
Be even-tempered, con-
tent with second place,
and quick to forgive an
offense. Forgive quickly
and thoroughly as the
Master forgave you. Re-
gardless of what else you
put on, wear love. It is
your basic, all-purpose
garment. Never be with-
out it. Colossians 3:12-
14 (The Message)

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist
Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

By JAMES SNYDER

After being married
for over 50 years, my
wife, The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage,
knows more about me
than I know about my-
self. At least, that’s the
perception I get from
her actions.

It must be true when
she says something
about me, and I won’t
challenge her with any-
thing she says. [ have a
PhD. (Pretty Hard Dude)
in the husbandology
field. I can take any-
thing she throws at me.

Recently we were
watching TV, and the
news had an outland-
ish story. Looking at my
wife, I said, “I sure hope
I'm not that stupid.”

Of all the times to be
stupid, I chose the right
time.

Looking at me, she
said, “Well, my dear,
my opinion is that you
are too smart to be that
stupid.”

Idid not think I heard
what I heard, so I asked
her to repeat it.

“You heard me. You
just want to hear it
again,” she said laugh-

I’'m too smart to be stupid

ingly.

It was just the begin-
ning of a new chapter,
and I wasn’t sure where
it was going.

One day this past
week, we drove across
town, and the traffic
was rather crazy. Cars
were weaving in and
out and racing down
the street. Then a mo-
torcycle passed, weav-
ing in and out of the
traffic.

Looking at me, my
wife smiled and said,
“At least you’re too
smart to be that stu-
pid.”

With a nod of agree-
ment, I smiled as we
continued our journey.
I’'m not sure what’s
happening, but that
phrase is ringing in
my head like no other
phrase I've heard be-
fore. The fact that my
wife of 50 years thinks
I'm too smart to be stu-
pid has to have some
credibility.

I've been thinking of
ways to use this to my
advantage. I've never
had such an advantage,
so I need to be very
careful about how to
use it. For example, I
need to be able to use it
in such a way that The
Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage doesn’t
recognize my advan-
tage.

I was smiling as I
thought about this be-
cause I would have a
great victory if I could
pull this one over on my

Sopchoppy  Sunday School
United
Methodist
Church

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

9:45 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

wife. The problem is, if
I do have this victory,
how can I celebrate it
without giving myself
away? After all, she
said I was too smart to
be stupid.

To process my plan,
I needed to have her
repeat what she said,
so as we were driving,
I pointed to one driver
and said, “I hope I'm
not that stupid.”

“Remember what I
said,” she chuckled,
“you’re too smart to be
that stupid.”

Smilingly I thanked
her, and we continued
driving while I looked
for something stupid
to call her attention.
By the time we got to
our destination, I had
found about three in-
cidences of stupidity,
and for all three, I got
her to tell me that she
thought I was too smart
to be that stupid.

I can’t relay how
wonderful it was to
hear that phrase. I need
to be able to develop
more ways in which

to hear her say that
without showing my
hand. I don’t often get
compliments like this,
so I will try to plan it
out carefully.

Just before we got
home, we saw someone
doing something more
crazy than I had ever
seen. Not thinking too
much, I said, “I hope
I'm not that crazy.”

Smiling at me, she
said, “My dear, I said
you were too smart to
be stupid but not cra-

zy.”

At the time, I didn’t
quite understand what
she was saying, but as
[ thought about it,  was
concerned about what
she thought I was doing
that was crazy. Now if |
was in my right mind,
and believe me, I have
no mind left, I would
ask her what she meant
by being crazy.

If I asked that, I was
sure she would tell me,
and when she told me,
I was sure I would not
be a happy camper. It’s
very obvious through
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time that her idea of
crazy and my idea of
crazy are certainly not
twins.

I think crazy is some-
thing people do that
makes them look fool-
ish. That’s what [ would
think, but then if that’s
what she thinks, then
she doesn’t think I'm
not smart enough to be
crazy. As I was thinking
about that, my brain
went into an ultra-cra-
zy mode. I had to be
careful in case some of
that crazy seeped out,
and my wife saw it.

I thought maybe I
could trick her into de-
scribing it to me, so I
asked, “When have you
seen me acting crazy?”

She laughed like I'd
never heard her laugh
in a long time. At the
time, I didn’t under-
stand what she was
laughing about, and
then she told it.

“Oh my dear,” she
said, taking a deep
breath, “when you are

acting crazy, believe
me, you are not acting.”

I had to think about
that for a long time. So
if I had to choose be-
tween “crazy” and “stu-
pid,” my best choice
would be crazy.

Later as I reflected
on this I remembered
what Solomon said.
“The way of a fool is
right in his own eyes:
but he that hearkeneth
unto counsel is wise. A
fool’s wrath is presently
known: but a prudent
man covereth shame”
(Proverbs 12:15-16).

I'm going to commit
myself to hearken unto
some wise thinking to
cover my shame.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, e-mail
Jjamessnyder5 1@gmail.
com, website wwuw.
Jjamessnyderministries.
com.
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DEATH NOTICES

« Douglas “Doug” Ray Chadwell, 60, of Woodville, died June 20, 2023.

« Reynold Deater, 78, of Panacea, died June 23, 2023.

o Barbara Christine “Chris” Helms, 65, of Sopchoppy, died June 21, 2023.

Charlie Woodrow ‘Woody’ Palmer Jr.

Charlie Woodrow “Woody” Palmer Jr., 76, of
Crawfordville passed away peacefully surrounded

-, by family on June 19, 2023, after a long illness.

He was born on Nov. 19, 1946, in Bainbridge,
Ga. to Charlie Woodrow Palmer Sr. and Shirley
Palmer.

Woody was always quiet and unassuming. The
gentlest and kindest man you would ever meet.
He was a man of few words, but people listened
when he talked. He loved riding his Honda Gold-
wing with what his wife called his “posse,” working
with his hands and building wooden works of art.

)° He served in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam

era. In his career he was a mechanic, service writer
for auto dealers and retired from being part of the
maintenance department for CSU, Chancellor’s
Office, Long Beach, California.

Throughout his life, Woody’s kindness knew no
bounds. He volunteered countless hours to Keep

Wakulla County Beautiful and wherever there
was a need. To say he was devoted to his wife and
family would be an understatement as he always
put them first. Woody spent his life building great
memories, raising his son and daughter, teaching
them the skills to fix it, build it, or just replace
it and to have a life full of great adventures. He
is survived by his wife of 48 years, Jo Ann Palm-
er; son, Charlie Woodrow “Woody” Palmer III and
wife Cindy and granddaughter Peyton of Overland
Park, Kansas; daughter Sherri Lynch and hus-
band Mike of Panama City Beach; four loving sis-
ters, Judy (James) Barber, Linda (Terry) Cumbie,
Sarah (Robert) Cohen, Sharlene Clayton; brother
Raymond Palmer; lots of loving nieces, nephews
and lots of friends.

The family wants to thank everyone for their
prayers and support. A celebration of his life is
planned for a later date. Memorial donations may
be made to the charity of your choice.

« Clara Mae Thomas, 76, of Panacea, died June 23, 2023.

« Steven Wayne White, 61, of Tallahassee, died June 24, 2023.

Deaths reported by Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919,

Familythc.com.

Thursday, June 29
o The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Thursday. There will be

concessions and raffles.

On the Horizon

Calendar of events for the week of June 22

» Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga

with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville

Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m.
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, June 30
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8
p-m. every Friday at the American Legion, 54
Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, July 1
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m.
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, July 3
o The Wakulla Respite Program is available
weekly for anyone with memory impairment

Baptist Church.

at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen

o Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative Yoga
at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are $12, packages

« HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY! Fireworks at
sundown in Sopchoppy and St. Marks.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m.
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

available at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville

onee St.

Hwy. Please RSVP email at newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. and
8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-

Tuesday, July 4

Wednesday, July 5
o Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at the
Wakulla Senior Center.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54
Ochlockonee St.

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE —
Suspended Hillsbor-
ough County State At-
torney Andrew Warren’s
nearly year-long bid to
get his job back, after
being removed from the
post by Gov. Ron De-
Santis in August, took
another major hit this
week.

In a 6-1 decision re-
leased Thursday, the
Florida Supreme Court
rejected Warren’s re-
quest that the court
reinstate him, ruling
that the twice-elected
Democrat waited too
long to bring the case.

Warren in February
asked Florida’s high-
est court to put him
back on the job, ar-
guing that DeSantis
“exceeded his powers”
in the suspension. But
the request came after
Warren filed a separate
federal lawsuit in Sep-
tember challenging his
removal from office.

U.S. District Judge
Robert Hinkle in Jan-
uary ruled that the
governor’s suspension
of Warren violated the
Florida Constitution
and U.S. Constitution
— but the judge said he
did not have the author-
ity to reinstate Warren.
A federal appeals court
has heard arguments
but not yet ruled in the
case.

The Supreme Court’s
majority opinion, au-
thored by Justice
Charles Canady, said
the state court has lim-
ited power to curb exec-
utive suspensions. But
Canady also focused on
how long it took Warren
to seek the Supreme
Court’s review of his
removal, rather than
the merits of his sus-
pension.

“Almost one month
after the federal district
court issued its merits
order — extraneous
comments and all — and
more than six months

Weekly Roundup: Orders in the courts

after his suspension,
petitioner (Warren) fi-
nally knocked on this
(Supreme) Court’s door
and requested our ‘ex-
peditious review,” the
majority opinion said.

The five justices
who concurred with
Canady’s opinion are
appointees of DeSantis.
But Justice Jorge La-
barga, who was appoint-
ed in 2009 by then-Gov.
Charlie Crist, wrote a
dissenting opinion.

“Given that this case
involves the suspension
of a then-sitting elected
official — for whom a
substantial portion of
the term yet remains
— I am unpersuaded
by the majority’s con-
clusion that Warren’s
petition is properly de-
nied on the ground of
unreasonable delay,”
Labarga wrote.

In his Aug. 4 suspen-
sion of Warren, DeSan-
tis accused the prose-
cutor of “incompetence”
and “neglect of duty.”
The governor based his
punishment of Warren
on a letter the prosecu-
tor signed pledging to
avoid enforcing a law
preventing abortions
after 15 weeks of preg-
nancy.

The state Constitu-
tion gives the governor
the authority to sus-
pend elected officials,
but the ultimate de-
cision about removal
from office rests with
the Florida Senate. Sen-
ate leaders put Warren’s
case on hold, pending
the outcome of his law-
suits.

Warren blasted
Thursday’s ruling.

“Rather than ad-
dressing the substance
of the governor’s illegal
action, the court cited a
technicality and avoid-
ed a ruling on the mer-
its of the case. We are
extremely disappointed
by today’s decision,”
Warren said in a state-
ment Thursday.

TRANS CARE RULING

was “experimental” and
“not medically neces-
sary,” and thus did not
meet the threshold for
Medicaid coverage. The
report was by research-
ers who oppose gen-
der-affirming care.

Hinkle found that
the state only sought
evidence to support a
foregone decision to
scrap the coverage, say-
ing that the process
“was, from the outset,
a biased effort to justify
a predetermined out-
come” and not based
on a fair analysis of
evidence.

Hinkle also disputed
state allegations that
many young patients
later “regret” using gen-
der-affirming care.

“Regret is rare; in-
deed, the defendants
have offered no evi-
dence of any Florida
resident who regrets be-
ing treated with GnRH
agonists (puberty block-
ers) or hormones,” Hin-
kle wrote.

A federal judge
on Wednesday ruled
against the state in a
challenge to Florida’s
prohibition against
Medicaid coverage for
gender-affirming care
such as puberty block-
ers and hormone ther-
apy.

U.S. District Judge
Robert Hinkle in a 54-
page decision called the
state’s policy “invidious
discrimination” against
transgender people, rul-
ing that the coverage
ban is unconstitutional.

“Same record, same
findings and conclu-
sions,” Hinkle wrote,
referencing an earlier
ruling in a separate
case on state restric-
tions on gender-affirm-
ing care for children
and adults. “Gender
identity is real.”

Wednesday’s ruling
came in a lawsuit filed
by two adults and the
parents of two chil-
dren against the state
Agency for Health Care
Administration, which
runs most of the Medic-
aid program. The agen-
cy last year adopted a
rule banning Medic-
aid reimbursements to
health-care providers
for “sex-reassignment”
treatments, such as
puberty blockers, hor-
mone therapy and sur-
geries.

Hinkle’s ruling ad-
dressed only gender-af-
firming medicines.

The health agency
adopted the rule based
on a report that con-
cluded such treatment

Gera[c[ Brown P[‘,o‘:oguilha

THUMBS DOWN?

The presidents of
Florida’s 12 universi-
ties are going to have to
wait until their request
to be allowed to raise
tuition for out-of-state
students will be consid-
ered by the governing
body that oversees the
schools.

The university presi-
dents and chairs of the
dozen schools’ trust-
ee boards made the
request in December,
citing an influx of appli-
cations from students

'850-54

P

icant.”

DeSantis, who is run-
ning for president in
2024, has made keep-
ing Florida’s college and
university tuition low a
pillar of his higher-edu-
cation policies.

coming from outside
of Florida and a de-
sire to “prioritize” stu-
dents from within the
Sunshine State. They
also pointed to the last
tuition hike for out-of-
state students coming
roughly a decade ago.

But the proposal was
put on pause Thurs-
day during a meeting
of the state university
system’s Board of Gov-
ernors.

Eric Silagy, the
board’s vice chairman,
announced the post-
ponement and said “ad-
ditional work” is needed
before potentially im-
plementing the tuition
increase.

Silagy’s comments
came shortly after De-
Santis addressed tu-
ition during a media
event in Tampa Thurs-
day morning.

“We are the lowest in
America for tuition and
fees in higher-educa-
tion, and that’s really
important,” DeSantis
said. “And I don’t think
we have done tuition
increases in Florida
for about 10 years. So,
that’s something that’s
been very, very signif-

STORY OF THE
WEEK: The Florida Su-
preme Court on Thurs-
day rejected an attempt
by suspended Hillsbor-
ough County State At-
torney Andrew Warren
to get his job back, rul-
ing that the twice-elect-
ed Democrat waited too
long to bring the case.

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK: “The court’s
order is a much-need-
ed win for Floridians,
amidst a climate where
the rights of transgen-
der individuals are be-
ing relentlessly attacked
by the state.” — Simone
Chriss, director of the
Transgender Rights
Initiative at Southern
Legal Counsel, on a
federal judge’s ruling
this week that Flori-
da’s prohibition against
Medicaid coverage for
gender-affirming care is
unconstitutional.

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Financial Products Ch F C@

/ Services HIGHEST STANDARD

Investments OF KNOWLEDGE & TRUST RETIEMENT
Life Insurance Chartered :ZNE(I:!%':IIEED

Financial Consultant® PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
401(k) Rollovers |nation is issued by The American College after acquiring
® specialized knowledge on advanced re-
926-7487 CAS L tirement and estate planning strategies.
Securities prd ucts n d d ¥ so y seri ces b fered thra § Pa k Av nue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA,

SIPC. Guardian, its ies, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affiliated
with the Flp idaR etirement Sy tem. 205- 620 XP5/T

DROP Rollovers

We 'Ve
MoVed

.~ HARRISON

BAIL BONDS

850-926-2299

Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center
www.wakullabailbonds.com
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NEWSPAPER IN
EDUCATION
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USE THE NEWS

1. SUNK SUB

An underwa-
ter vessel carrying
five people to the
Titanic shipwreck
lost contact with
the surface, which
led to a several day
hunt in the Atlan-
tic Ocean. The US
Coast Guard an-
nounced that it
found parts of the
vessel, meaning

cle about the snow
and draw your own
pictures to accom-
pany it.

4. LAB GROWN

The United
States’ Depart-
ment of Agricul-
ture has approved
the sale of chick-
en meat that was
grown in a lab from

cell cultures. The
meat starts from
cells collected from
chickens; the cells
are grown in steal
tanks to produce
meat that can be
formed into patties
and sausages. It
could help reduce
the effects of cli-
mate change from
the agriculture
industry to grow

it probably broke
apart in the water.

Many have now
questioned the
safety risks and

why people were
allowed to be on it
in the first place.
Research the his-
tory of the Titan-
ic shipwreck and
write a short article
summarizing the

story.

2. TROUBLE FOR
AMAZON

The Federal
Trade Commis-
sion, which helps
regulate business-
es and protect
Americans from
fraud and scams,
sued Amazon for
allegedly tricking
customers. The
FTC claims Ama-
zon trapped peo-
ple into enrolling
in memberships
for its Prime ser-
vice without their
knowledge and
making it difficult
for them to can-
cel or be refunded.
Amazon has denied
the claims against
it.

Write an article
that explains what
Amazon allegedly
did wrong and why
it wold be a prob-
lem for customers.

THIS 1S THE PRACTICE OF
TEMPORARILY OPENING YOUR
HOME TO A PET IN NEED.

ONIIFLS04 AIMSNY

3. WATERMELON
SNOW

www.thewakullasun.com

School distribution
sponsored by

meat this way and
help produce more
food to solve global
hunger problems.

Write a list of
ways lab-grown
meat could be help-
ful for the planet
and any ways you
can think of that
it would be a prob-
lem.

5. SCORES ARE

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

A
commrrrep 1O SUCCESS

DOWN

New national
studies showed
that reading and
math scores for
middle-school
students are at
their lowest in
decades. Math
scores for 13-year-
olds dropped 9
points and reading
dropped 4 points,

What’s the Difference?

There are four differences between Picture A
and Picture B. Can you find them all?

1y314 doj 3u1sstut Jouy pAnyJ “p
poof DX *€ SUISSIU YSap 7 U01I24IP

A2Y10 3u1dDf Mo JU0Af 1Jo] U0 pa1g °[ :SloMSUY

with declines show-
ing regardless of
gender, race, or re-
ligion. Think about
why scores may
have declined at
this time in histo-
ry and what recent
events could have
affected students.
Share your ideas

with your class-
mates.
THIS DAY IN...

25
HISTORY

* 1947 "THE DIARY OF
AYOUNG GIRL; BETTER
KNOWN AS “THE DIARY
OF ANNE FRANK'1S
PUBLISHED.

*1975: MOZAMBIQUE
ACHIEVES INDEPEN-
DENCE FROM PORTUGAL.

* 1997 THE NATIONAL
HOCKEY LEAGUE APPRO-
VES EXPANSION
FRANCHISES FOR
ATLANTA,NASHVILLE,
COLUMBUS, AND
MINNEAFPOLIS-SAINT
PAUL.

TEMPORARY

lasting for
only alimited
time

Mountains in
Utah are turning
shades of pink,
red, and orange
because of the
growth of algae on
the snow’s surface.
The algae produc-
es the reddish pig-
ment to protect it
against the sun’s
rays and help ab-
sorb heat, which
melts the snow and
provides the algae
the water it needs
to grow. The phe-
nomenon is called
watermelon snow.

Write a short arti-

0 [

ENGLISH: Adopt
SPANISH: Adoptar
ITALIAN: Adottare
FRENCH: Adopter

GERMAN: jnd adoptieren

FOSTER FAMILIES HELP ANIMAL
RESCUES PROVIDE

_ HOUSING TO
PETS FOR WHOM
THERE IS NO ROOM
IN SHELTERS.

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?

AOL M3HD 904 -dIMSNY
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SUN & SAND WORD SEARCH

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

BASKET
BEACH
BOARDWALK
BREEZY
BRIGHT
COASTAL
CRASHING
FOAM
LAUGHTER
MARINE
OCEAN
RELAXATION
RIPTIDE
SAIL
SANDCASTLE
SANDY
SEAWEED
SUNGLASSES
SURFING
SWIMMING
SWIMSUIT
TAN
UMBRELLA
UNDERTOW

EWIrTMIXomIxoCcuno<r»rTomNM<o0o=
VIO ITM<=EW<P>PITWETCN>ITH
cCoum>»ouo>»—-rIT>NN-H=Z0X0m
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CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS

1. Excited movements
8. Soap opera actress
Patsy

13. Unknowing

14. Dangerous mos-
quitos

15. Exaggerated and
sensationalized

19. Military policeman
20. Touch softly

21. Wrap

22. A story of ones life
23. Midway between
east and southeast

24. Toward the mouth
or oral region

25. A list of dishes
available at a restaurant
26. Changes the mean-
ing of

30. Semitic Sun god
31. Sneaker parts

32. Capital of Zimba-
bwe

33. Breezed through
34. Partner to pedi

35. Becomes less in-
tense

38. Bottoms

39. Tested

40. Vistas

44. Take care of

45. Traditional rhyth-
mic pattern

46. S. African political
party

47. Cologne

48. Men

49. The Science Guy
50. Gospel author
(abbr.)

51. Act of signing up
55. Human feet

57. A very short time
58. Streetcars

59. Cuplike cavities

CLUES DOWN
1. A type of pool
2. Malaise

3. Seasoned

4. A pair

5. Young male

6. Make a mistake

7. Experienced

8. It often accompanies
injury

9. Old world, new

10. Commercial

11. Course of lectures
12. Promote

1 2

5 6

13

15

20

23

26

16. Female horses

17. Greek mythologi-
cal figure

18. Small amount

22. Orthodox church
altar

25. Actress Tomei

27. Excited

28. Looked directly at
29. Popular cold desserts
30. More reasonable
32. Disk above the
head of a saint

34. Devoted to the
extreme

35. Make an effort

36. It’s in the surf

37. Member of aborig-
inal people of Japan
38. Discounts

40. Cliff in Hawaii

41. Extremely wild
person

42. All persons

43. Aromas

45. Popular kids’ game
48. A difficult situation
51. Popular Georgia
rockers

52.Its in all living cells
53. Unspoken language
54. ‘Talk to you’ abbre-
viation

56. Influential lawyer

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to hurricanes.
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Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear

only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it
gets to solve the puzzle!

Guess Whe?

| am a comic actor born in Philadelphia
on July 6, 1979. | worked as a shoe

salesman after attending community
college. | later won several amateur
comedy contests around New England.
I’'ve starred in many hit films and | had
an album go five-times platinum in
June of 2012.
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CLASSIFIEDS MARKET

HOMLE
UP TO 20 WORDS

OF THE $°3 CLASSIFIED AD DISPLAY ADS $"’

PER
COL

Q ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD INCH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

Vecteezy.com

Locally owned and operated
Monthly Service
Starting $175

e

Residential
& Commercial
Sorry email or text for more information
Inground Tony (850) 284-2205 Over 10 yrs. experience!
pools only VWintonspoolservices@gmail.com

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768

michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTHL
Wo0D * VINYL « CHAIN LINK « ALUMINUM

( T
GoodFencesGoodNelghbors com
I |

% &‘-‘N AIR CONDITIONING

. REFRIGERATION & HEAT
Services

Commercial * Residential ¢ Fast and Reliable Scheduling

* MASSAGE - FACIALS

* BODY TREATMENTS
www.sunraysspa.com

N

* Crawfordville FL 32327
850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
SU nrays Spa Follow us on &i

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Easy Online Scheduling
Relax Revive ReJuvenate MM43237

Certified
- Arborist

20Years
Experience

TRIMMING T{MBERS
TREE REMOVAL &
STUMP GRINDING

Ben Burns FREE Estimates
850.591.8351 Licensed & Insured

fp

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
s Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978
Spring Special
Mention this ad -Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

e Small Engine Repair  Automotive Repairs
e Tire Sales & Service ¢ Carport & Portable Building Sales

850-926-2338

3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Land
Clearing

Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition

850-033.8505 ..

FREE ESTIMATES

TERRENCE BRITTEN

Sales Manager

919.452.1847 » terrence.britten@securitynational.com

No matter vour situation, we have produets that can help with vour end of life
needs.
You need options. We have them.

Secur lt\ Natwnal

W O W W

Contact Terrence for a quote today!

VWe're also looking for agents and managers o join
our team! [ this sounds lile you, lels talk!

‘Wakulla Lawn ‘I\anger

Gene Darby
850-251-9122
Mowing - Edging - Trimming

Sidewalk/Driveways
‘Pressurewashing

great Prices - (jreat ‘\)Vork

M A & W Services Heating & Air
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs,
: Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

(850) 504-6053

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tuallabassee, FL 32303
Ower 60 years combined experience * Lic. # CAC1815061

ile -.Coach__

850\570’82%3

Bonme@BonnletheLlfeCoach cofn

) - E NTIRE =&
IN STOCK INVENTORY

VETERANS
45% OFF K&

=N 850-421-2277
Monday-Friday 8:00-5:30
Saturday 8:00-2:00

http://www.economyautoandtruck.com
572 Woodville Hwy. 1 Mile N of Wakulla Station

HOME HEALTH AID RENTALS
| N g

Cissy Jones
Home Health, Med. Tech.
Specializing in Dementia.

Excellent References.
Reasonable Rates.
850-933-9162

SERVICES

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum
850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof
& gutter cleaning, concrete
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

LEATHER REPAIR /
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

FOR SALE

Raw Wildflower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps
All Locally Produced
850-926-2658
www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at
baileysbeesonline

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING
REPORTER

The Wakulla Sun is
seeking a fulltime general
assignment reporter. The

Wakulla Sun is an inde-
pendently owned weekly
newspaper in Crawfordville
with a circulation of 2,000
that also publishes a free
monthly tabloid with a
circulation of 16,000.

SUBMIT RESUME TO
William Snowden,
editor and publisher
of the Sun, at
editor@thewakullasun.com.

A
Wk Really
“Specializing in
Wakulla County”

Sonya
Hall

Broker

. (850) 926-5084

Sonya@wakullarealty.com

R

Real Estate Sales,
Listings & Rental
Management
Storage
Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

Karen
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 567-8279

1\ Karen@wakullarealty.com

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers.
Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S - MEDART
(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla
Correctional
Institution

Starting salary

$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711

www.fldocjobs.com

A Subscription fto...

ottt DU

For One Year Subscription,
Use This Convenient Form!

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun
12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

$35 — Wakulla County
$50 — Out Of County
$60 — Out Of State

Mail subscription to:

Name

Address

City, State, Zip
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Enjoy a Safe and Happy July 4th!

0!"‘ logo.maysbe 774 PRIME MERIDIAN BANK'
Green ?mti (‘;.gld s Wil

MEMBER FDIC

(850) 926-7487
139 C ouncil Moore Rmd C1av\ tOIdwlle FL S - ADVISORS

offered through Sec Am ric Inc., mel mb FINRA/SIPC d d servi offered through Securities Ame
I . Brian C. English, R p tative, English Financial Group and Sec erica are unaffiliated.

OUTDOOR
SAY EQUIPMENT

ONE FLAG, ONE LAND,
OWEB FIZART, ONE HAND

ONE NATION
EVERMORE!

~OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES, SR. =

2219 Crawfordville Hwy * Crawfordville » 926-3300

BoLp

/ AN
STRIPES, HAVE A HAPPY AND SAFE
BRIGHT 47” OF J”Ly CELEBRATION!

STARSs,

Brave ULLA COo
HeaRTs. A fa%‘

Happy YD@%@ 05599@)%

BIRTHDaAY
L)

Lisa Craze and Staff

Wakulla County
B Y ~ Tax Colleotor S **

ékl"SOR OF E\—Ec‘

4379 Crawfordville
Highway - just
South of the Library
850-926-6181

«GodlBIes
rAmer.lc a%l

MIKES FEED STORE
EST 2017

Joe Morgan,
Supervisor of Elections
and Team

‘From the
Wakulla County
Property

Appraiser’s
C}{ Office.

Greg James, Clerk of

Court and the Entire 6 WA KU LLA o
Clerk’s Office Wish You

a HAPPY 4% of JULY! ; ED BRIMNER
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WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOLS

g -
All vacancies are located in Wakulla County, Florida

COME JOIN US
SCAN ME & APPLY CLASSIFIED

Wotee o %%%moe« /

A highschool diploma is the minimum requirement for
all positions. All interested candidates should apply
online at wakullaschooldistrict.org or call
Human Resources at (850) 926-0065.

SCANME & APPLY CERTIFIED

IT Technicians
Custodial Staff

Bus Drivers
Paraprofessionals

High School Music Teacher ¢ Elementary Education K-6
Assistant Band Director Secondary Teachers 6-12
ESE Teachers

Technology Teacher
Elementary Music Teacher

APPLY AT: WWW.WakullaSchoolDistrict. ORG

2023
GO uttn

Band Teacher
Media Specialist
Art Teacher

Readers’ Choice Awards

Submit your completed form
by July 7 for your chance to...

WIN $100

Submit your completed entry form and be
entered in the drawing to win $100 in Cash*

Enter your ballot online at
TheWakullaSun.com
to Participate in Choosing
Wakulla County’s
FAVORITE Local Businesses!

:
Locally Owned
& Openated

Name Address City State__ Zip

The
Are you a current subscriber to Gl{)a,éwad« un ? QYes UNo

Tell us your favorites by filling out the official ENTRY BALLOT online at TheWakullaSun.com or below.
Your name will then be registered in a random drawing for $100 in Cash.*

Phone Email Age

Readers’ Choice Categories:

ANIMAL CARE:
Pet Care/Sitting

Pet Grooming
Pet Supplies

Veterinarian

AUTOMOTIVE:
Auto Engine Repair

Auto Body Shops

Car & Truck Dealer

Oil Change

FINANCIAL SERVICES:
Bank

Credit Union

Mortgage Company

FOOD & BEVERAGE:
Liquor Store

Grocery

Ice Cream/ Frozen Yogurt
Bakery

Butcher

HEALTH & FITNESS:

Gym
Massage Therapist

Chiropractor

Fitness Instructor/Trainer

HOME:
Builder

Real Estate Company

Individual Realtor

Title Company

Home Rental Co.

HOME-OUTDOORS:
Surveyor

Lawn Care/Landscaping

Nursery/Garden Center

Tree Service

Pools/Pool Care

Home Improvement

SERVICES/REPAIR:
Flooring

Plumbing

Electrician

A/C - Heating

Painter

Home Cleaning Service

Roofer

Fencing

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:

Accountant

Attorney

Doctor

Dentist

Insurance Agent

PERSONAL SERVICES:
Barber Shop

Hair Salon

Nail Care

RETAIL:

Women'’s Boutique
Clothing

Gifts

Hardware

Seafood Market

MISC:
Kids Activities

Childcare

Storage Centers

Dance Studios

Photographers

Hotel/Lodging

Local News Source

Local Band/Musician
Local Artist

Non-Profit

RECREATION:
Marina

Fishing Charter

Bait & Tackle

Boat & Motor Repair
Canoe/Kayak Rental
Scuba

RESTAURANT:
Atmosphere

Coffee

Breakfast

Lunch

Dinner

Service

Entertainment

Seafood

Grouper

Shrimp
Mullet

Steak

Sandwich

Barbecue

Wings

Burger

Portions

Pizza

Soup

Buffet

Romantic Dinner

Fried Chicken

THIS AD IS YOUR OFFICIAL BALLOT
& ENTRY FORM.

Go to TheWakullaSun.com
to complete the ballot.
Limit one ballot entry
per person.

Complete and return to The Wakulla Sun
by 5:00 p.m. July 7, 2023.

Print Entry Form:

Mail your official entry form and completed ballot to:

The wakulla %IIII c/o Readers’ Choice Contest
e Wakulla Sun 12 Arran Rd., Crawfordville FL 32327

Official Rules

*Entries must have 15 of favorites filled, all contact
information filled out and be entered on TheWakullaSun.
com or be handwritten on official entry ballot from The
Wakulla Sun to be counted. *Computer generated ballots,
mechanical reproductions, photocopies, carbon copies,
illegible entries or ballots with answers that are not true
and/or relevant will not be accepted. *One entry per
person. “Ballots not meeting these requirements will be
voided and will not be eligible for the $100 prize. *All ballots
must be received by The Wakulla Sun by 5 p.m. on August
7, 2023. Send entire ballot to The Wakulla Sun “Readers’
Choice Contest”, 12 Arran Rd. Crawfordville FL 32327
(No purchase required.) *Winning entry will be drawn by
a representative of The Wakulla Sun. *All entrants agree to
publication of their name, home town, and photograph
without additional compensation.  Announcement of
the winner will appear in the “Readers’ Choice” special
section to be published August 2023 in The Wakulla Sun.
*Employees of The Wakulla Sun and their families are not
eligible to win. Not intended for residents of states where
prohibited by law. Winner must be 18 years of age or
older. *All ballots that do not meet this criteria will not be
counted.






