
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Health officials held a 
special presentation on 
opioids at the Wakulla Se-
nior Center last week be-
cause of concerns about 
the increasing number of 
overdoses by seniors.

Lisa Sherry, commu-
nity outreach coordinator 
for Disc Village, led the 
presentation on , which 
covered the history of 
opioids and attempts at 
government regulation. 

Also available were free 
Narcan and Naloxone kits 
that can reverse an over-
dose from opioids. All of 
the kits were given out to 
the seniors.

Sherry talked about 
how to dispose of med-
ications, noting it is no 

longer considered ap-
propriate to flush medi-
cations down the toilet. 
Instead, drug take-back 
sites (such as the sher-
iff’s office) are good, or 
you can mix opioids with 
used coffee grounds or 
kitty litter in a plastic bag 
and then throw in the 
garbage. Then scratch out 
personal information on 
the prescription bottles 
and dispose of them.

Sherry noted the dan-
gers of fentanyl – a syn-
thetic opioid that is 100 
times more potent than 
morphine. 

Fentanyl and other 
synthetic opioids are the 
most common drugs in-
volved in overdose deaths. 
More than 150 die every-
day from fentanyl over-
dose nationwide. 

Sherry also provided 
fentanyl detection kits to 
seniors.

Opioids were first mar-
keted in 1898 by the 
Bayer Company, Sher-
ry noted. In 1914, the 
U.S. passed the Harrison 
Narcotic Act, which reg-
ulated opiates and coca 
products. Heroin was out-
lawed in 1924. The Con-
trolled Substances Act 
was passed in 1970 and 
created to regulate sub-
stances based on medical 
use, potential for abuse 
and dependence.

Sherry also noted the 
opiod epidemic of the 
past 20 years kicked off 
with Purdue Pharma be-
gan aggressively mar-
keting oxycodone, which 
was supposed to have 
time-release qualities that 

prevent abuse – which 
turned out could be cir-
cumvented by crushing 
the tablets.

Sherry noted that some 
people can become ad-
dicted to opioids in as 
little as five days.

She suggested some 
alternatives for pain man-
agement without medi-
cation, including med-
itation, massage, and 
exercise.

“If people weren’t buy-
ing, they wouldn’t be 
selling... and people are 
buying because they’re in 
pain – either physical or 
emotional pain,” she said. 
“Both are valid.

“We can get through 
this together,” she told 
the seniors. “We just need 
to change behavior.” 

Health offi  cials educate on opioids 
at senior center

Editor’s Note

Wakulla outperforms state in tests

Jean Dykes, local 
businesswoman,
has passed away 

Legion Taylor joins 
staff  of The Sun 

as a reporter

Las t year, there w ere 28  opi oi d ov erdos es  i n 
Wakulla County ( none f atal) . Si x  months  i nto 
2023, there hav e already been 52 ( none f atal) , 

w i th mos t of  thos e c as es  i n people 6 0 and older.
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a res taurant and li q uor s tore 

Loc al s c hools  rank 6 th i n readi ng  i n the s tate;  1 2th i n math

Lisa Sherry, community outreach coordinator at Disc Village, talks about opioids at the senior center last week.

By LYNDA KINSEY
Staff

Jean Dykes passed away on Friday, June 30, 
surrounded by family. She was 88. 

I just saw her two weeks ago going into the 
Quick Stop in Crawfordville. That makes me think 
about seeing her several months earlier and her 
telling me about buy-
ing $100 worth of $1 
lottery tickets. She said 
that I should do it at 
least one time because 
she had so much fun 
scratching all of those 
tickets.

For those of you who 
are not familiar with 
this strong-minded 
woman, she grew up 
in downtown Crawford-
ville. Over the years 
she has told me so 
many stories about 
growing up in this very 
small town with mostly 
just dirt roads, where 
kids could be kids and 
play outside and you didn’t have to worry about 
the things parents worry about today. There were 
more freedoms for children and they played out-
side all the time with the neighborhood kids. She 
talked about swimming a lot at Wakulla Springs.

She was born in 1935 in our nation’s capital and 
the family later moved to Crawfordville. Her family 
owned the H.T. Adams gas station and store that 
was torn down a few years ago – located across 
from Pet Stop on Crawfordville Highway in down-
town Crawfordville. It was the hub of Crawford-
ville back then, offering hot meals, groceries and 
vegetable that the family grew on their property 
down Arran Road. I believe she served beer to the 
soldiers when she was 12.

Listening to her talk about life growing up in 
Crawfordville. It always sounded so innocent and 
like she grew up in Mayberry. She absolutely loved 
Wakulla County, growing up here, and the great 
respect she has for neighbor and the people who 
live here and love it as much as she does.

She fell head over heels for a young man when 
she was just a teenager. Jimmy Dykes was the love 
of her life. In stories she would tell, it sounded like 

Legion Taylor has 
joined the staff of The 
Wakulla Sun as a re-
porter, editor William 
Snowden announced 
this week.

Taylor is a rising 
senior at Wakulla High 
School who is dual-en-
rolled at Tallahassee 
Community College.

He is looking for-
ward to being a part 
of the Sun, as he feels 
it will be a great start 
on the path to writing 
full-time, a goal he has 
had for many years.

It’ s  s c allop s eas on!
Pa ge 7

District Director of Instruc-
tional Data Rick Myhre

Legion Taylor

Jean Dykes passed away 
Friday. Her obituary 

appears on Page 9

Special to The Sun

The Florida Depart-
ment of Education re-
cently released results 
for the first year of new 
statewide testing, and 
Wakulla’s students and 
teachers demonstrat-
ed incredible resilience 
by outperforming their 
peers across the state. 

Wakulla’s percentage 
of students earning a 
passing score in Reading 
improved 2% on the new 
assessment compared to 
a decrease of 2% for all 
students statewide. 

This improved Wakul-

la’s statewide ranking 
in Reading from 13th 
to 6th amongst all 67 
school districts in Flor-
ida. 

In math, Wakulla im-
proved 3% compared to 
an only 1% increase for 
the state, which rep-
resents an increase in 
rankings from 14th to 
12th. 

Other notable state-
wide rankings include: 
14th in 5th Grade Sci-
ence, 6th in Biology, 
13th in Civics, and 4th 
in US History.

“The innovative use of 
new data by our teach-

ers, and school lead-
ers, has clearly led to 
successes for our stu-
dents,” says Director 

of Instructional Data 
Rick Myhre. “These cu-
mulative results also 
demonstrate our entire 
community’s support of 
education, and positive 
parental involvement to 
ensure their students 
are successful. The en-
tire county should share 
a sense of pride in these 
accomplishments.”

School grades will not 
be issued until the Win-
ter as the state DOE 
must determine different 
grading calculations and 
scale for the new assess-
ments.

OPIOID OVERDOSES

‘ That’ s  w hy I w as  as ked to c ome s peak 
to you today.’

Scattered
Thunderstorms
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Rotary banquet

N a r r o w l e a d  i r o n w e e d  g r o w s  i n  f u l l  s u n  a n d  d r y  s o i l .

Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Narrowleaf Ironweed
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 

and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

The bright magenta flowers of narrowleaf 
ironweed (Vernonia angustifolia) sit atop 40” 
stems with many very narrow leaves that 
curve down. The colorful blooms attract na-
tive bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds. This 
short-lived perennial grows naturally in pine 
woods and sandhills in the northern half of 
Florida. Narrowleaf ironweed is easy to grow 
in full sun and dry soil. Get free seeds at Sop-
choppy Depot Park or buy seeds online from 
the Florida Wildflower Grower’s Cooperative. 
Sow seeds in the fall for spring germination. 
Also called tall ironweed, narrowleaf iron-
weed is easy to distinguish from giant iron-
weed (Vernonia gigantea) which has lance-
shaped leaves, prefers moist habitats, and can 
grow up to 8-feet tall. Narrowleaf ironweed is 
blooming now along the fence in the northeast 
garden of Sopchoppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 2006. 
More than $1 million has been raised through the 

sale of Florida Realtors “Support Homeowner-
ship for All” specialty license plates, which help 
fund affordable housing programs across Flori-
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to 
teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a 
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All” 
license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go 
toward marketing the plate.

Enacted: 07/01/2014.
The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida 

Sheriffs Association  to develop and provide import-
ant training for members of local s eriff s of ices as 
well as deputies across the state.

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As-
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67 
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Linda Oaks, above, was named Rotarian of the Year by 
outgoing club president Katie Ta� . And County Judge 
Brian Miller swore-in incoming president Kiersten 
Smith at the banquet held Tuesday, June 27 at Wakulla 
Springs Lodge. (Photos by William Snowden)

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and Locally owned and Locally owned and operated

email or text for more information
Tony (850) 284-2205 Over 10 yrs.  experience!

Wintonspoolservices@gmail.com

Monthly Service 
Starting $175

Residential 
& Commercial

Sorry 
Inground 
pools only

SCAN ME for an elec-
tronic edition of this
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First Commerce Center for Compassionate Care will fund services at Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare

Remembrance of Jean Dykes

$1 million gift for Big Bend Hospice facility

Jean Dykes and friends, playing bingo at the Seineyard.

O�cials from First Commerce Credit Union, Big Bend Hospice, and the Big Bend Hospice Foundation at the public 
announcement on �ursday, June 29 in Tallahassee.

Special to The Sun

 A $1 million gift from 
First Commerce Credit 
Union (FCCU) kickstarted 
Big Bend Hospice’s fund-
raising campaign for a new 
state-of-the-art center for 
compassionate hospice 
care, currently under con-
struction on the third floor 
of Tallahassee Memorial 
HealthCare. In recognition 
of FCCU’s support of Big 
Bend Hospice’s mission 
and the sincere generos-
ity of this gift, the new 
space will be named the 
First Commerce Center for 
Compassionate Care.

“We could not be proud-
er of taking our longtime 
support of Big Bend Hos-
pice to a whole new level 
with the First Commerce 
Center for Compassion-
ate Care,” said Cecilia 
Homison, CEO of First 
Commerce. 

“We are blessed to live 
in a community where the 
contributions of Not-For-
Profit organizations are 
valued and supported,” 
said Bill Wertman, CEO, 
Big Bend Hospice. “First 
Commerce Credit Union 
is a longtime partner to 
Big Bend Hospice and the 
community, and we are 
honored by their legacy 
gift to our capital cam-
paign. No one ever wants 
to think about or be in an 
end-of-life situation, but it 
is our privilege to support 
this sensitive and intimate 
time in people’s lives. This 
new inpatient unit we are 
creating in partnership 
with TMH will provide a 
beautiful home-like set-
ting where we will give 
focused, specialized care 
and comfort to our pa-
tients and their families.” 

Upon completion of the 
First Commerce Center 

for Compassionate Care 
at Tallahassee Memorial 
Healthcare later in 2023, 
an entire team of Big Bend 
Hospice skilled in end-of-
life care including doctors, 
nurses, social workers, 
bereavement, music ther-
apists, and trained volun-
teers will provide loving 
hospice care to patients 
and families who oth-
erwise would be unable 
to receive it due to their 
condition. 

“This expansion will 
touch countless more 
families during one of 
the most difficult times 
in their lives by providing 
access to Hospice’s care, 
comfort, and inpatient 
services at Tallahassee 
Memorial HealthCare,” 
said Alan Neubauer, 
Chairman of the Board 
for First Commerce.

This major milestone is 
being celebrated as part of 
Big Bend Hospice’s 40th 
anniversary year serving 

as the hometown hos-
pice for eight counties in 
the Big Bend area, with 
a mission of providing a 
standard of excellent care 
for those in our communi-
ty. Throughout its history, 
Big Bend Hospice has add-
ed and expanded services, 
and the First Commerce 
Center for Compassionate 
Care will fulfill its latest 
goal by offering hospice 
care and services for pa-
tients and families in the 
most advanced stages of 
illness who are too fragile 
to be cared for away from 
a hospital setting. 

“Big Bend Hospice 
Foundation is honored 
First Commerce Credit 
Union has chosen to pro-
vide the lead gift in our $5 
million Capital Campaign 
to name the Center,” said 
Dena Strickland, Foun-
dation President. “The 
First Commerce Center 
for Compassionate Care 
will provide a place of hope 

and state-of-the-art care 
for our community.”

The First Commerce 
Center for Compassionate 
Care will have eight mod-
ern, comfortable patient 
rooms, one of which can 
be easily converted to 
accommodate pediatric 
patients, and two that will 
have the ability to isolate 
patients with airborne 
diseases to avoid the risk 
of exposure. Patients be-
ing treated at Tallahassee 
Memorial HealthCare who 
may need hospice services 
can be transferred to the 
First Commerce Center for 
Compassionate Care on 
the third floor, where they 
will benefit from the full 
services of the Big Bend 
Hospice’s team.

Big Bend Hospice has 
been proudly serving this 
community since 1983, 
inspiring hope by positive-
ly impacting the way our 
community; Leon, Frank-

lin, Gadsden, Jefferson, 
Liberty, Madison, Taylor, 
and Wakulla counties; ex-
periences a serious illness 
or grief – one family at a 
time. If you would like in-
formation about services, 
please call 850-878-5310 
or visit www.bigbendhos-
pice.org.

First Commerce Credit 
Union is a #LocalStrong 
award-winning, full-ser-
vice financial institution 
and the largest local-
ly-based credit union in 
Tallahassee with more 
than $1 billion in as-
sets and serving more 
than 70,000 consumer 
and business members 
in North Florida/South 
Georgia. First Commerce 

is well known for sup-
porting the communities 
we serve, including rec-
ognition as a two-time 
national 1st place winner 
of the Dora Maxwell So-
cial Responsibility Com-
munity Service Award 
from the Credit Union 
National Association, with 
back-to-back wins in 2020 
and 2021, and a longtime 
consistent winner at the 
state level by the League 
of Southeastern Credit 
Unions. Our dedication 
to empowering people to 
enhance their well-being 
includes providing free 
financial education online 
and in-person through 
the FCCU Foundation, 
our 501(c)(3) charitable 
nonprofit organization. 
The credit union has 14 
locations – in Florida, 6 in 
Tallahassee and 1 in Mar-
ianna and in Georgia, 3 in 
Valdosta, and one each in 
Thomasville, Adel, Nash-
ville and Ray City. First 
Commerce offers best-in-
class consumer and busi-
ness products, services, 
and technology – includ-
ing EasySWITCH, which 
makes switching to a First 
Commerce checking ac-
count easier than ever. 
First Commerce also offers 
comprehensive financial 
planning and investment 
services through its sub-
sidiary Six Pillars Finan-
cial Advisors. For details, 
visit FirstCommerceCU.
org or call 850.488.0035 
or 800.533.5772. Insured 
by NCUA. Equal housing 
opportunity lender.
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of her life. In stories she 
would tell, it sounded 
like she set her sights on 
him and was determined 
that he was the one. That 
is Barbara Jean Moore 
Dykes in many aspects 
of her life. I loved listen-
ing to her tell the story 
of how they eloped and 
got married in Thomas-
ville after Jimmy found 
out that he was drafted 
into the service. They 
were going to keep their 
marriage a secret. They 
were married for over 56 
years.

I  remember  Jean 
would come into the pa-
per several times over the 
years and bring pictures 
and stories to run an ad 
in memory of Jimmy af-
ter he passed. She spoke 
so highly of him and 
as she wanted to place 
these tributes to him, 
she wanted others to 
remember him. She also 
knew that placing this 
memorial tribute to him 
in the local paper that it 
would also be archival 
so that people a hundred 

years from now could 
also know who he was 
and also for their family 
generations.

She loved to talk about 
being in the restaurant 
business in the building 
across from Ace Hard-
ware. (Ace was not there 
during this time period.) 
Listening to her, it never 
really seemed to be all 
about the money but 
more about how proud 
she was to offer a service 
to the community. With 
that said, she really was 
a strong businesswoman 
and entrepreneur. I real-
ly don’t remember many 
stories about the gift 
shop or the liquor store, 
she seemed to talk to me 
about the restaurant the 
most. She so has wanted 
a restaurant to thrive in 
the location of her past 
restaurant.

She also has had 
smaller businesses that 
she would advertise with 
me from time to time.

I enjoyed sitting at her 
table and talking about 
her ad, then chatting 
about her life growing up 
in Wakulla.

Another story is when 
she realized that I smoked 
cigarettes, she told me 
she would not advertise 
with me any more until 
I stopped smoking. It 
wasn’t that she was try-
ing to be demanding, she 
really thought that may 
help me quit. Again, that 
was Jean, she wanted me 
to stop and she wanted 
to steer that. She might 
have been a little bossy at 
times but it was generally 
something for your own 
good.

Jean would seem to 
always say something 
kind, have a smile and I 
especially enjoyed seeing 
her sitting with all the 
ladies at the Seineyard at 
Wildwood playing bingo.

When we launched 
The Wakulla Sun and the 
Sun Monthly, we wanted 
to do a story on Jean and 
her life growing up in 
Wakulla. In July of last 
year, we asked her for an 
interview and she some-
what declined and said 
she was not ready. But I 
know where she lives! So, 
I went to her house and 
knocked on her door, we 
sat down at her table and 
I tried to convince her to 
do the story. She wanted 

me to do the story for her. 
That is really the report-
er’s job and I thought 
that the reporter would 
do a much better article 
for Jean anyway so I had 
to convince her.

I remember thinking, 
“How am I going to con-
vince this strong-willed 
woman to consent to 
doing this?” But I did! 
She wanted to know if 
the reporter was from 
Wakulla County. I told 
her that Charity, our re-
porter at that time, was 
originally from Woodville 
but that she and her 
family had lived here for 
a long time and that she 
graduated from Wakulla 
High School. Somehow 
that made it better for 
Jean and she finally said 
to have the reporter call 
her.

Jean Dykes was the 
featured person in the 
August 2022 Sun Month-
ly.

I have known this fam-
ily for many years and 
feel  connections in dif-
ferent ways. Jean would 
tell me she loved me and 
say I was family, just like 
she called Jewell Hudson 
“Uncle Jewel.”

P lease keep Jean 
and her family in your 
prayers during this time.

I’m sure I could go on 
and on about this great 
Wakulla gem whom I 
have enjoyed over the 
years, but I think I would 
like to hear stories from 
others too. 

If you would like to 
write a memory about 
Barbara Jean Moore 
Dykes, I would love to 
read it. You can email 
it to editor@thewakul-
lasun.com or drop it off 
at the Sun office, 12 
Arran Road, the building 
with the awnings on the 
courthouse square.

WAK ULLA COUNTY 
SHERIFF’  S OFFICE
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“It’s A New Day!”

Florida making incredible strides in mental health

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

By MIKE WATKINS
CEO of NWF Health

In a world where 
critics and naysayers 
abound, it is vital to rec-
ognize the very real fact 
that our state is making 
progress – significant 
progress – in managing 
mental health services 
for our children and 
young adults. 

By way of background, 
let us be reminded that 
in the wake of the 2018 
Parkland shooting, Flor-
ida lawmakers passed a 
comprehensive new law 
to address several critical 
elements surrounding 
the tragedy. One of the 
areas rarely discussed 
publicly is the largest 

and most significant ex-
pansion of children’s 
mental health resources 
in our state’s history. 

How we respond to 
children’s behavioral 
health matters. A wide 
array of interventions 
was legislated and im-
plemented both in our 
schools and throughout 
every Florida community 
with the goal of promot-
ing safety, preventing 
trauma, and intervening 
with youth in crisis. As 
a result, there are now 
new ways we administer 
mental health services in 
this state and these have 
made a meaningful and 
positive difference for 
hundreds of thousands 
of children. 

Let me offer one clear 
and shining example by 
way of the newly con-
ceived and implement-
ed “Mobile Response 
Teams  MRTs . MRTs 
are rapid response 
teams of trained mental 
health professionals who 
provide emergency be-
havioral health assess-

ments and connect those 
in crisis with alternatives 
to inpatient psychiatric 
treatment when appro-
priate. These teams are 
operated by community 
mental health centers, 
were designed by law to 
be a first response alter-
native, and to be on-site 
quickly within 60 min-
utes. And in many rural 
communities – where 
meeting such a timeline 
would be functionally 
impossible, we are part-
nering with local Sheriffs 
to make certain that we 
meet that requirement. 

As a result, one of the 
easily measurable and 
positive outcomes has 
been the avoidance of 
forced inpatient treat-
ment of individuals, 
also known as “Baker 
Acting.” The objective of 
MRTs is not just to pro-
vide immediate support 
to a person in need, but 
to also engage the family 
in their home communi-
ty to eliminate risk to the 
individual and to others 
with wraparound ser-

vices. 
And to be clear, the 

MRTs don’t just arrive, 
treat, and leave. They 
begin the process, where 
appropriate, of imme-
diately addressing the 
problem and connecting 
the family to ongoing 
treatment services. 

Has it worked?
Yes! Fantastically so!
Statewide we have 

seen a net reduction in 
Baker Acts (involuntary 
institutionalization) even 
while our population 
continues to grow and 
even while we suffered 
through a very stress-
filled global pandemic. 

In the Northwest re-
gion served by NWF 
Health – the 18 counties 
from Escambia to our 
west to Madison and Tay-
lor to our east – we have 
seen a net reduction of 
about 15% in Baker Acts 
(even while our popu-
lation increased nearly 
5%). Perhaps most im-
pressively, in our region, 
more than 10,000 chil-
dren have been seen by 

MRTs and about  
(yes, 4 in 5!) did not re-
sult in-patient treatment 
– a level of care never be-
fore available to our chil-
dren.

Why is this critical? 
When someone is in 

a crisis mental health 
state and needs to be in-
voluntarily put into an 
inpatient setting, that 
alone can be traumatic. 
While that is sometimes 
a necessary part of the 
treatment protocol, it 
is good to know those 
charged with protecting 
lives and providing treat-
ment have another tool 
in their tool chest and 
it appears to be having 
the desired effect. Our 
schools, school resource 
officers, and law enforce-
ment agencies are work-
ing together to identify 
students in need, utilize 
MRTs to avoid Baker 
Acts altogether, and im-
prove awareness of stu-
dents needs post-crisis.

In a complex world 
of managing mental 
health and keeping our 

children safe, there are 
many aspects underway 
worth discussing, but it 
is important to note the 
largest expansion of stu-
dent mental health care 
with specific strategies 
that are clearly working. 
Florida lawmakers got 
this one right and with 
continued support from 
Governor and First Lady 
DeSantis, coupled with 
their first-in-the-nation 
childhood resiliency ini-
tiatives – it is undeniable 
that we are on the right 
track. 

Mike Watkins is the 
CEO of NWF Health Net-
work with extensive ex-
perience in the provision 
of health care, mental 
health, and child protec-
tion services in both the 
government and private 
sectors. NWF Health Net-
work serves as the net-
work management agen-
cy for child protection 
and behavioral health 
in northwest Florida. He 
can be reached at mwat-
kins@nwfhealth.org.

Editor, The Sun:

I am writing in con-
cern as to the costs of 
incarceration on the 
families. I have worked 
for the Department of 
Corrections for over 27 
years. I even worked in 
a prison for more than 
nine years. I’ve heard 
their voices, but never 
really understood what 
the financial costs were. 
I did understand the 
emotional toll incarcer-
ation took on the family.

My son is  years old 
and has a drug problem 
along with many here 
in Wakulla County. He 
has gone to jail a cou-
ple times, but this is                                    
the first time in Wakulla 
County Jail. He is there 
because he broke the 
law and is not there by 
choice. He is constant-
ly asking for money for 
his canteen because he 
is hungry. You cannot 
purchase a care pack-
age like in Leon Coun-
ty Jail. When you send 
him money, there is a 
large fee. See illustra-
tion. 

I understand if you 
pay in cash at the kiosk 
in the jail there is only 

a two-dollar fee, but not 
sure if you must use a 
credit card what the fee 
is. 

The county also 
charges an incarcera-
tion fee of $4.00 a day. 
I was told that they are 
considering raising the 
fee to $10 per day. If we 
send him money and 
if he owes any of the 
$4 per day, they take 
half of the money we 
(the family) send him. 
The money we send is 
for hygiene products, 
under clothes, socks, 
food, and money so he 
can call people he cares 
about (a lifeline). I feel 
these fees are too high. I 
would like for you to re-
quest a cost break down 
of the items that he can 

order and the cost for 
medical care. 

We are waiting on the 
courts to do something. 
His charges are drug 
possession and drug 
paraphernalia. My hope 
is that he can get help. I 
am not sure if the coun-
ty can do that. They 
just want to incarcerate 
and/or put on probation 
(another money pit). We 
need a good drug rehab 
center here in the coun-
ty. They really need to 
get the dealers and put 
them away.

In closing, my con-
cern is real and want 
to enlighten the public. 
Don’t judge as you nev-
er know when it might 
be someone you love 

Editor, The Sun:

Clean water should be 
an unquestioned prior-
ity, and our county offi-
cials should be staunch 
defenders of our water 
resources. They should 
unequivocally oppose de-
velopments, such as the 
S.W. Ga. Oil Sunstop/
Inland 16-pump gas sta-
tion and car wash, which 
pose threats to our wa-
ter. 

As taxpayers, we de-
serve officials who prior-
itize our interests rather 
than impeding our ef-
forts to protect our water 
resources.

Wakulla County has 
a very unique geology. 
Underground rivers run 
throughout the county 
often undetected until 
they connect with the 
surface as karst features 
and springs. Unseen and 
sometimes unmapped 
they are everywhere, 
right under our feet, un-
der our homes and our 
roadways, just below a 
layer of porous lime rock 
and unconfined sand. 
Many, if not all of these 
underground rivers find 
their way to Wakul-
la Springs and Spring 

Creek and eventually the 
Gulf. These underground 
rivers are the life blood of 
Wakulla County provid-
ing drinking water, along 
with water for recreation, 
commercial fishing, and 
our abundant wildlife. 
This is the backdrop 
for a group of scientists 
and citizens determined 
to protect it, and Coun-
ty Administrator David 
Edwards directing staff 
and an engineering firm 
to write minimal new 
springs protection regu-
lations. Regulations that 
offer some protection but 
are still weak enough to 
allow S.W. Ga Oil Co. to 
build a Sunstop/Inland 
16-pump gas station 
and car wash with in-
ground fuel tanks atop 
a well-documented cave 
system that leads direct-
ly to Wakulla Springs.

Let’s look back a cou-
ple of years to see a pat-
tern. The county wanted 
everyone to think that 
a proposed new waste-
water treatment facility 
built in a flood zone, with 
wetlands and karst fea-
tures such as sinkholes, 
was also a good idea. It 
would have discharged 
into Spring Creek and 

Wakulla Springs. Using 
their “experts” they tried 
to justify the project that 
was started with a mis-
represented purchase, 
using taxpayer dollars, 
from a former commis-
sioner. It seemed that 
some county officials 
were so eager to keep up 
with the booming hous-
ing market and desper-
ately needed more sewer 
capacity and it had to go 
somewhere, anywhere. 
With backlash from cit-
izens, that poorly con-
ceived plan was finally 
stopped. 

Now, the county has 
spent about a year draft-
ing these new springs 
protection regulations 
along with their hand-
picked engineering firm, 
Terracon. Behind closed 
doors and with no out-
side input, they draft-
ed their minimal new 
springs protection reg-
ulations. Terracon pri-
marily mimicked existing 
state regulations for gas 
stations, adding a few 
more stringent require-
ments but still without 
any real protections for 
the cave systems that 
provide water to the 

Complaint about costs for inmates Wakulla needs water, not a gas station

LETTER S FR OM  R EAD ER S

Turn to Page 5
Turn to Page 5
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ RONNIE TUMLIN
HANDY-MAN HELPER

“M i ne i s  s et on 74, 
I’ ve  got  to keep 

my dogs  c ool too! ”

BRANDON LAIRSEY
DISABLED

“ I thi nk about 
73 or 74 .  That’ s  
c omf ortable to 

me.”

As ked at Craw f ordv i lle Q ui c k Stop:

AV RI K NOWLES
CVS

“O ur A/ C s tays  on 
61 at  all ti mes . We 
have  a metal roof  
and i f  w e s et i t on 
71  i t f eels  w arm.”

“72, I  w i s h i t w as  a 
li ttle low er but that 
i s  w hat the f ami ly 

i s  s et on.”

FREDDY DEBAUFER
ZAXBY’S

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

WAYNE BOUDREAU
SELF EMPLOYED

“ 76 , I’ m c heap. 
If  i t g ets  a bi t 

unc omf ortable I w alk 
outs i de, w hen I  w alk 
bac k i n i t f eels  c ool.”

What is your home thermometer set on?

Wakulla Station News
By VERNA BROCK

I hope everyone had a fun and 
safe 4th of July! We just celebrated 
the 247th anniversary of our Dec-
laration of Independence from En-
gland; this means we have a pret-
ty big celebration in the offing...our 
Semiquincentenial (the officially 
designated by Congress choice of 
names). Other suggested monikers 
are Sestercentennial (my favorite), 
Quarter Millennium (the simplest) or 
Bicenquinquagenary (HORRORS!). 
So let’s get busy! We need to start 
planning a birthday party.

Our day was a quiet one, with 
hotdogs, coleslaw and baked beans. 

Simple pleasures really are the best. 
Like this past weekend when Ed 
and I got to babysit grandchildren 
Brennan and Avery, so their parents 
could celebrate their anniversary. 
Suffice to say, Ed and I had a really 
good time!

Speaking of the Simmons family, 
they have a bear living in the woods 
directly across from their house in 
The Flowers! There is a wooded buf-
fer there, between two sets of hous-
es. It is pretty amazing that this 
(LARGE) apex predator has taken 
up residence in a highly populated 
neighborhood and seems to be pros-
pering just fine. The ring doorbell 
camera caught excellent photos of 

Brother Bear exiting the little woods, 
and my daughter’s trash wound up 
in there on at least one occasion. I 
doubt this bodes well for Brother 
Bear in the long run.

We are spending a lot of time wa-
tering the pecan grove and flower 
gardens. I sure wish the weather 
could find a happy medium, but I 
fear those days are gone. Flood or 
drought seems to be the order of the 
day. Seems strange to think that 
there are parts of Florida that are 
now designated deserts.

The Wakulla United Methodist 
Church is seeking a pianist and a 
choir leader. Since the sad loss of 
Don Grimes nearly a year ago, we 
haven’t had a choir. All of our pia-
nists have either stepped down or 
are celebrating with the Celestial 

Choir. If you would be interested in 
joining a loving little community of 
Christians, call or text me at 850-
212-3131. 

Please keep Sissy Malloy in your 
prayers. She is recuperating from 
serious health issues after a hard 
fought battle with cancer. Also in 
need of prayer is Tim Givens, who 
is fighting for his life at Shands. 
Thelma Watts, Faye Sweeney and 
Sebastian Mosely continue to need 
our prayerful support. Sebastian is 
growing stronger every day, and it 
is such a blessing to see him doing 
well with his new heart.

The grieving among us also need 
our prayers: the Carter families, the 
Peacock-Sloan family, the Kendrick 
family, the Lynn family, and the 
Vickery family.

Letter: Water

Letter: Jail

COMMUNITY NEWS

From Page 4

that is incarcerated for a drug prob-
lem.

Anonymous

(Editor’s Note: It is not typical that 
we run anonymous Letters to the Ed-
itor, but it was requested in this case 
as the letter writer was concerned 
about possible retaliation against 
the son. The letter writer did provide 

their name to the editor.)

Response from 
sheriff’s office:

Inmates at the Wakulla County Jail 

are treated with the utmost care and 
concern. WCSO has a proven track 
record of exemplary conditions and 
treatment as shown by our accred-
itation from independent accredita-
tion agencies. In WCSO’s most recent 
accreditation review the WCSO Law 
Enforcement and Corrections Divi-
sions were awarded what is known 
as Excelsior status for the second 
consecutive assessment. To achieve 
Excelsior status an agency must ini-
tially pass 5 accreditation cycles that 
span 15 years of rigorous inspections 
without any observed violations or 
issues during the assessment peri-
od. Part of every accreditation cycle 
also includes multiple on site visits 
from accreditation inspectors who 
reviewed policies and standards to 
make sure the sheriff’s office was 
providing the most professional and 
expert services in law enforcement, 

corrections and communications. 
The inspections included interviews 
with WCSO staff to determine how 
well they know their jobs and inter-
views with inmates to see how they 
are being treated and how they inter-
act with WCSO staff.

To address some of the specif-
ic complaints from the noted letter: 
With regards to the $4 fee associated 
with incarceration in Wakulla Coun-
ty, all fees are in line with current 
statutory and accreditation stan-
dards. The fees go to cover the cost of 
food and care for the inmates while 
incarcerated. Inmates are provided 
with three meals a day, basic toiletry 
items, and medical care. Inmates or 
their families have the opportunity 
to put money into a commissary ac-
count. The inmate can utilize this ac-
count to purchase certain snacks or 
treats, along with additional toiletry 

items. The Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office uses a third-party company 
to handle all commissary payments 
and money. The noted fees regarding 
putting money on an individual’s ac-
count are set by that company, not 
the Sheriff’s Office. If an inmate does 
have a debt to their account asso-
ciated with delinquent fees, money 
placed in the account may be utilized 
to cover those late fees. However no 
more than half of any deposit would 
be used for this at any one time. 

The insinuation that an inmate is 
being denied food, care, or needed 
items is simply untrue. 

Respectfully,

Lt. Jeffrey Yarbrough
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office 

Public Information Officer

From Page 4

springs. Their first draft looked like a 
manual for gas stations and never once 
even mentioned “caves” much less set-
backs. Amazingly, they say that their 
new regulations were written to “pro-
tect our springs” but would still allow 
the S.W. Ga. Oil Sunstop/Inland 16 
pump gas station and car wash with 
in-ground fuel tanks atop Chips Hole 
Cave at Bloxham Cutoff.

Then, at the June 5 Board of County 
Commission meeting, County Admin-
istrator David Edwards dropped the 
bombshell news that their new springs 
protection regulations were basically 
worthless. It turns out that apparent-
ly nobody, not Edwards, not county 
staff, not the Terracon experts, knew 
about state preemptions. Preemptions, 
according to Edwards interpretation, 
meant that our new regulations must 
basically mirror state regulations and 
cannot be more stringent. So now it 
seems that the plan is to throw every-
thing out on July 17, their next meet-
ing, and have virtually nothing but the 
state’s minimal regulations to protect 
our caves and springs and drinking 
water.

Since that June 5 BOCC meeting 
and after a great deal of research, with 

members of Wakulla Springs Alliance, 
Friends of Wakulla Springs and Clean 
Water Wakulla, (the three groups that 
were initially told would help draft the 
new regulations- but were then not in-
cluded) with help from state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and 
Florida Geological Survey, a completely 
different picture of state preemptions 
has emerged. State preemptions, as 
it turns out only apply to the part of 
the regulations that have already been 
addressed by the state. For example, 
the state regs don’t address setbacks, 
so county regulations can include set-
backs, according to DEP. The preemp-
tion only applies to storage tank de-
sign, registration, financial assurance, 
inspection and reporting requirements 
not location. Setting setbacks from 
karst features (sinkholes, swallets, 
etc.) and/or caves are location/land 
use requirements and are not preempt-
ed. FGS also provided a list of coun-
ties that currently have setbacks from 
springs and caves in their regulations. 
Setbacks, like how far to put a gas sta-
tion from a spring or cave are critical 
to protecting our drinking water. Ed-
wards publicly stated that he supports 
setbacks, his consistent efforts to avoid 
them seem to tell another story.

Numerous requests for a communi-
ty forum to discuss springs regulations 
have been ignored by the county. On 
Wednesday, June 14 the first commu-
nity forum took place anyway. It was 

not sponsored by the county, it was 
sponsored by Wakulla Springs Alli-
ance, Friends of Wakulla Springs and 
Clean Water Wakulla. About 60 citi-
zens showed up and were finally heard. 
It was a productive meeting providing 
direction and new ideas.

As a result of that meeting, members 
of Wakulla Springs Alliance, Friends 
of Wakulla Springs and Clean Water 
Wakulla, and citizen volunteers, have 
joined forces to rewrite the Wakulla 
County Springs Protection Regula-
tions. This committee is made up of ex-
perts, real experts, citizen volunteers, 
scientists, academics, a retired DEP of-
ficial and retired attorneys. These new 
springs protection regulations should 
meet the guidelines set forth by DEP, 
avoid preemptions, and will include 
protections for our springs.

It’s clear to everyone watching this 
drama unfold that some Wakulla 
County officials care more about full 
throttle development without red tape 
that includes having another mega 
gas station and car wash, than they 
do about protecting our drinking wa-
ter and Wakulla Springs. Gas stations 
contaminate their surroundings, it 
can’t be helped. Gas stations can be re-
located, Wakulla Springs cannot. Why 
would anyone, much less county offi-
cials, be willing to risk fuel and daily 
runoff getting into our drinking water 
or risk destroying Wakulla Springs, 
one of the greatest natural treasures 

on earth? It’s completely irresponsible. 
Clean water should not be something 
citizens have to fight for. Instead, our 
county officials should be fighting to 
stop developments like S.W. Ga. Oil 
has planned, that threaten our water, 
instead of fighting the citizens (taxpay-
ers) trying to protect our water. The 
same taxpayers that pay their salaries.

If you care about Wakulla Springs 
and your drinking water, join the 
Wakulla Springs Alliance, Friends of 
Wakulla Springs, and Clean Water 
Wakulla who are hosting a second 
workshop on July 11 at the Wakulla 
Environment Institute from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Then, on July 17, during the Board of 
County Commission meeting at 5 p.m., 
the commissioners will decide wheth-
er or not to prioritize the protection of 
our water resources. They will have the 
completed citizen-drafted regulations 
and their own version to consider be-
fore voting. 

This is their opportunity to genuine-
ly protect “Wakulla County, the natu-
ral place to be,” as they often promote 
it. Alternatively, they can once again 
make excuses and cater to the wishes 
of developers, disregarding the inter-
ests of everyone else. Be sure to attend 
the July 17 BOCC meeting to see where 
their priorities lie.

David Damon
Crawfordville
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

Handgun sights are 
not all the same. I know 
many readers will men-
tally say: “Duh!” but 
Newbie will have to 
learn how to use the 
sights she has on her 
handgun. And, if her 
sights are changeable 
or if her gun chang-
es, she’ll figure out 
over time which sights 
are the ones she pre-
fers. She might have 
a preference for fiber 
optics, night sights, big 
white dots, u-shaped 
rear sights with front 
ramps… Yep. A lot 
of sights, but Newbie 
Glenda is taking her 
gun to the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(WCSO) range for the 
first time.

“OK, am I supposed 
to look at the sights 
near me or the one out 
front?” Glenda asks. 
Her gun is sporting 
three big white dots: 
two in the rear and one 
in the front. 

“Let’s look at both,” 
I suggest. “First, here’s 
a piece of paper. These 
two dots represent the 
sights nearest to you. 
They are your rear 
sights. The dot further 
away from you is your 
front sight. They are 
lined up in a straight 
line on this paper. 

“Now, hold up your 
gun, muzzle always 
pointing away from 
you, and make the 
sights appear to be in a 

straight line. When the 
center dot is just below 
the bull’s-eye on your 
target, this is when 
you have lined up your 
sights properly. 

“Remember  your 
strong stance and 
squeeze the trigger.”

“I did it! I almost hit 
a bullseye!” Glenda is 
excited.

Three big white dot 
sights are easy for me 
to see. I like them. 
Some guns have small-
er white dots. I like 
them too, but I sure do 
appreciate the larger 
white dots more.

Some guns have 
what look to be small 
white dots. Actually, in 
bright light, they look 
less like white dots and 
more like milky glass 
dots. 

If you cup your hands 
around the rear sights 
to take away most of 
the light, you’ll notice 
them glow. 

These  are  n ight 
sights. They are glass 
vials filled with triti-
um. Tritium glows in 
the dark. People in the 
military may need night 
sights. You might want 
night sights on your 
handgun if it is to be 
kept by the bed and 
this is your defensive 
weapon at night.

Night sights with two 
dots in the rear and 
one in the front line up 
just like the three dots 
on Glenda’s gun. Well, 
almost.

If you bring a gun 
with night sights to a 
dark place, you’ll no-
tice that the dots are 
not so close together as 
they appear in daylight. 
The sights are built on 
the gun with usually a 
black surround holding 
them in place. The sur-
round won’t show up in 
the dark. This means 
it will take some prac-
tice to align the sights, 
since they will appear 

to be further apart.
Joe says night sights 

have a half-life of eight 
years. Basically, at 
10 half-lives or eighty 
years, the tritium light 
will fade to nothing-
ness. By around 50 
years, the brightness 
may have faded so that 
you’ll want to replace 
the sights.

Good news is, tritium 
sights are replaceable. 
If your gun is brand-
new, you will probably 
not notice any fading 
for about eight years. 
Even after those eight 
years, you still have 
plenty of years before 
you think: “Time to get 
new sights.”

I’m not a big fan of 
night sights. Since they 
are enclosed in black 
metal, they are fairly 
small. In daylight, they 
don’t show up as well 
as white dots. They look 
tiny in comparison to 
big white dots. 

You may need triti-
um sights on your gun. 
If so, take into account 
the age of the gun, so 
you’ll have a good guess 
as to how long these 
sights will perform well 
for you.

Most new handguns 
have sights that are re-
placeable. Some of my 
friends like to put on 
fiber optic sights. I call 
them “Christmas tree 
lights” as they are often 
red and green. Light 
shining on these sights 

makes them appear to 
glow brightly. Take the 
two green rear sights 
and move your gun 
until the front red sight 
appears in the middle. 
Your bull’s-eye should 
be right above the red 
fiber optic sight. Easy 
to see!

Some handguns have 
a squared-off u-shape 
sight in the rear. Some-
times, this “U” has a 
white line around it. 
The front sight can be 
a black rectangle. In 
this case, you move the 
gun to where the black 
rectangular front sight 
sits within the U of 
the rear sight. Like the 
three-dot sights, the 
combination of the U 
and the rectangle form 
a straight plane when 
aligned perfectly. Then, 
you’ll aim with the bull-
seye centered and atop 
this plane.

Some of these rear 
sights do not have the 
white stripe around 
them. In my opinion, 
this makes aligning 
the sights a bit more 
difficult.

Others have a front 
sight that is called a 
“ramp.” It is a black 
rectangle closest to the 
muzzle of the gun. It 
slopes downward to-
wards the rear sights. 
Again, you place the 
top of the front sight to 
form a solid plain with-
in the rear sights.

Black on black sights 

can be difficult to see 
easily. A lot of men, yes 
men! bring out their 
bright white or neon 
orange nail polish. 
The front sight or the 
ramp’s front sight can 
be covered in polish. 
This makes it easier to 
see against the black 
rear sights. If you ever 
want to sell your gun, 
you can carefully wipe 
off the polish with nail 
polish remover or ace-
tone.

Big, small, and triti-
um are often found in 
sights having the con-
figuration of two dots 
in the rear and one in 
the front.

Other  handguns 
have a square U-shape 
in the rear and a rect-
angle or ramp in the 
front.

“Wel l ,  that ’s  not 
much to learn about 
sights,” Glenda says 
happily. “Most have 
three dots and others 
have the U-shape thing 
going on.”

Yikes! 
“Sorry, Glenda.” We’ll 

talk sights again one 
day, but she doesn’t 
need to be overwhelmed. 

Another time, we can 
discuss figure eight 
sights, and guns whose 
sights are simply a 
groove along the top of 
the frame. Some guns 
have rear sights with 
a white line to partner 
with the white line of 
the front sight. 

The best way to learn 
to love your sights is 
to practice regularly. 
We usually visit the 
WCSO on Wednesday 
mornings around 10. 
We may soon come 
earlier: at 9:30 or so, 
because of the heat. 
You are welcome to join 
Joe, me and friends on 
Wednesday July 12th, 
and Wednesdays after 
that if you would like a 
bit of assistance, if you 
want to learn the rules 
of the range, or if you 
simply want moral sup-
port when you shoot 
your handgun.

The WCSO range is 
very safe. There is al-
ways a deputy at the 
front desk. Any one 
of them has a huge 
amount of  f i rearm 
knowledge and they 
are always willing and 
happy to share what 
they know. They’re also 
willing and happy to 
help if you have a dif-
ficulty.

After you visit the 
range, you can decide 
if you’d like to be a 
member. This is the 
most reasonable range 
I’ve visited. For $75.00/
year, you, your spouse, 
and supervised children 
under 18 can shoot any 
time the range is open. 
This is usually Tuesday 
through Saturday (with 
exceptions of holidays). 
According to the WCSO 
Range website, they are 
open from about 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 

Do you have a hand-
gun? The WCSO range 
is a great place to learn.

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

Looking at some sights

Scallop Season
Has Arrived!

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE

Mask, Fins 
& Snorkels
Mask, Fins 
& Snorkels

850745-8208

HIGH 
QUALITY!

HUGE 
INVENTORY!

WAKULLADIVING.com

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob 
� ompson, on his weekly wildlife survey at the 

park last week, snapped this photo of a Least Bit-
tern with a minnow, top, and white ibis.
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Scalloping on Apalachee Bay back in 2020.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Thurs day

Fri day

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tues day

Wednes day

Thurs day

Fri day

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tues day

Wednes day

Mi norTi mes  Maj or Ti mes

Mi norTi mes  Maj or Ti mes

Mi norTi mes  Maj or Ti mes

Mi norTi mes  Maj or Ti mes

Mi norTi mes  Maj or Ti mes

Mi norTi mes  Maj or Ti mes

Mi norTi mes  Maj or Ti mes

Best fishing days this month
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Ci ty of  St. Marks

St. Teres a, Turkey P t.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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From FWC

Th is  repor t  r ep -
resents some events 
the FWC handled June 
9-15 in the Northwest 
region. (There were 
no cases reported for 
Wakulla County.) 

BAY COUNTY

• Officer M. Gore re-
sponded to a complaint 
of someone shooting 
a swallow-tailed kite. 
Neighbors told the of-
ficer they heard a gun-
shot and saw the swal-
low-tailed kite fall out 
of the sky. Officer Gore 
went next door and in-
terviewed the subject 
who stated he shot the 
Kite with a .410 shot-
gun because it was fly-
ing over his chickens. 
While investigating the 
kite shooting incident, 
Officer Gore observed 
a raccoon in plain view 
at the residence. The 
suspect did not have a 

Class III wildlife permit 
or a trapping license 
and the caging did not 
meet FWC regulations. 
The raccoon was re-
leased from the cage. 
The suspect was is-
sued notice to appear 
citations for taking the 
swallow-tailed kite and 
no trapping license for 
the raccoon.

OKALOOSA COUNTY

• Officers Oliver and 
Senst were on patrol 
when they observed a 
pontoon vessel violating 
an idle speed/no wake 
zone. Officers Oliver 
and Senst conducted 
a vessel stop to ad-
dress the violation and 
a boating safety inspec-
tion was conducted. 
The subject operating 
the vessel showed signs 
of impairment through-
out the inspection. The 
operator admitted to 
drinking and Officer 
Oliver noticed slurred 

speech and a strong 
odor of alcohol com-
ing from his breath. 
The operator agreed 
to conduct standard 
field sobriety tasks and 
performed poorly. The 
operator was placed 
under arrest for boating 
under the influence and 
later refused to provide 
a breath sample. The 
operator was charged 
with operating a vessel 
with normal faculties 
impaired. The subject 
was also cited for the 
refusal to provide a 
sample and violation of 
the idle speed/no wake 
zone..

SANTA ROSA 
COUNTY

• Officers Bower and 
Long were on patrol and 
observed a vessel with-
out proper navigation 
lights displayed. A ves-
sel stop was conducted 
to address the violation 
and a resource inspec-

tion was performed. It 
was determined that Of-
ficer Bower stopped the 
same operator the week 
prior for the same vio-
lation. The operator did 
not have a valid Florida 
fishing license and was 
found to be in posses-
sion of an undersized 
seatrout. The subject 
was issued a notice to 
appear citation for har-
vesting an undersized 
spotted seatrout. 

COMMUNITY 
ORIENTED POLICING

• Officer T. Basford 
attended the Salva-
tion Army Saltwater 
Slam Tournament in 
St. Marks. Over  peo-
ple fished in the tour-
nament. Prizes were 
awarded for the larg-
est spotted seatrout, 
redfish, and flounder. 
Officer Basford edu-
cated the public about 
saltwater fishing regu-
lations at the event.

FWC Law Enforcement Report

24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  

It’s scallop season again
From FWC News

The 2023 recreational 
bay scallop season for 
Franklin, Wakulla, Jef-
ferson, a portion of north-
west Taylor, Levy, Citrus 
and Hernando counties 
opens July 1 and will re-
main open through Sept. 
24. This includes Carra-
belle, Lanark, St. Marks, 
Cedar Key, Crystal River 
and Homosassa.

The daily bag limit is 2 
gallons of whole bay scal-
lops in the shell or 1 pint 
of bay scallop meat per 
person, with a maximum 
of 10 gallons of whole 
bay scallops in the shell 
or 1/2 gallon (4 pints) 
shucked bay scallop meat 
per vessel.

Throughout the season 
and region-wide, vessel 
limits do not allow an 
individual to exceed their 
personal bag limit.

• Scallops may be col-
lected by hand or with a 
landing or dip net.

• There is no commer-
cial harvest allowed for 

bay scallops in Florida.
• For information on 

bay scallop regulations, 
visit MyFWC.com Ma-
rine and click on “Recre-
ational Regulations” and 
“Bay Scallops  under the 
“Crabs, Lobster and other 
Shellfish” tab

BOATER AND 
SCALLOPER SAFETY

Be safe when diving for 
scallops. Wear a life jack-
et when underway and do 

not drink and boat. When 
scalloping in open water, 
divers should stay within 
300 feet of a properly 
displayed divers-down 
flag or device, and within 
100 feet of a properly dis-
played divers-down flag or 
device if on a river, inlet 
or navigation channel. 
Boat operators traveling 
within 300 feet of a div-
ers-down flag or device in 
open water or within 100 
feet of one on a river, inlet 
or navigational channel 

must slow to idle speed. 
For more information, 
visit MyFWC.com Boat-
ing and click on “Boating 
Regulations” and select 
“Divers-down Warning 
Devices.”

STOW IT, DON’T 
THROW IT

Please do not discard 
scallop shells in inshore 
waters commonly used 
for recreational activities 
such as near boat ramps 
or swimming areas. Piles 
of discarded scallop shells 
can create hazards for 
swimmers and damage 
seagrass habitat. Scallop 
shells can be discarded 
in a trash receptacle or 
in larger bodies of water 
where they are more likely 
to disperse. Also, don’t 
forget to stow your trash 
securely on your vessel 
so that it doesn’t blow 
overboard.

Coast Guard Auxil-
iary Report will return 
next week.

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Scallop season.

Hello Wakulla
The 1st of July means scallop season has of-

ficially started here in Wakulla County. “Let the 
games begin.”

So now it’s not only snapper season but scallop 
season too. That means double wear and tear on 
your mask, fins, booties, and snorkel. 

I know this type of gear is the most used but 
also the most overlooked of all our equipment. 
We tend to let it go unnoticed when we get back 
on the boat, we remove it and then throw it in 
a corner hopefully out of the way as not to step 
or trip over it. 

But it gets even worse, when we get home we 
tend to put it in the garage or shed to dry out 
from our trip and not think about them until our 
next dive or snorkeling trip.

This is the worst thing we can do to a criti-
cal part of our diving equipment. In the 1960s 
through the early s most of the fins, mask, 
and snorkels where of a rubber content and were 
not so prone to sun breaking down the seals or 
skirts on the equipment. In the ‘90s they started 
using a silicone based material that was much 
lighter and more buoyant than the rubber based 
materials.

The silicone is much more environmentally 
friendly than the petroleum based materials 
used early on in the diving industry. Today the 
only way to find any fins or mask that is rubber 
content you need to look on eBay. 

The downside to silicone based equipment is 
that ozone and sunlight will rapidly break down 
the silicone, turn it yellow and basically destroy 
it. 

This brings me to my point and that is we need 
to treat our support gear like we treat our life 
support gear. During your dive when you are on 
the surface or in the boat on your surface interval 
you should make sure your mask, snorkel, and 
fins are kept out of direct sunlight. 

After you’re done diving, when you get home 
or back to the dock, you should thoroughly rinse 
off ALL your gear including your mask, fins, and 
snorkel with fresh clean water.

Do not let your mask, fins, and snorkel dry out 
in the direct sunlight, they should hang up or 
set them in the shade until they are dry enough 
to put them in your gear bag.

If you will take care of your mask, fins, and 
snorkel they will last for many seasons of diving. 

I have had my fins since 1970, and my split 
silicone fins for about  years. My mask I bought 
in 2000 and it is 2022 and I still use it today. 

If you bought dive quality mask, fins, and snor-
kel and not the cheap box-store package, with 
some effort they should last you for many years.

I would like to wish you all a happy Fourth of 
July. Who knows we might just meet underwater 
one day. 

Until next time, remember: “An out of air emer-
gency to a scuba diver is not as bad as an out of 
air emergency to a sky diver.” 

– Russell Miller, NAUI instructor #59999

This is a repeat of a column that appeared 
in July last year.
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When we act now – and pray later

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

How are your impul-
sive decisions working for 
you? And how many of 
them do you regret?

Sometimes we make 
hasty decisions that re-
sult in terrible conse-

quences for us and those 
we love. Then, hoping to 
claw our way out of the 
regrets that follow, we 
make more impulsive 
decisions. Purchases, 
dating, career choices … 
do any of these sound 
familiar? 

The thing is, we know 
better. We’ve heard (and 
even learned through ex-
perience) how important 
it is to pray before making 
a decision. So why do we 
continue in our stupid – 
excuse me – imprudent 
ways? 

Why do we feel com-
pelled to act now and, “if 
necessary,” pray later? 
We feel as if we must 

make a decision right 
now to avoid a catastro-
phe, but then discover 
that our impending ca-
tastrophe is not as im-
minent as we believed. 
More important, the op-
portunity we jumped at 
often turns out to be the 
opposite of God’s plan 
for us.

Our quest for an im-
mediate resolution can 
become more important 
than discovering what 
God has to say about it. 
We may even think God 
doesn’t care enough to 
respond to our “insignifi-
cant” prayers. 

What if we made God 
a real part of our day? 

What would happen if we 
prayed about our choices 
as if we believed, beyond 
a doubt, that God was 
God? And that He cares 
a whole lot? Maybe then, 
it would be easier for us 
to practice Proverbs 3:5-6 
(ESV): 

“Trust in the LORD 
with all your heart, and 
do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make 
straight your paths.” 

How many regrets 
could we avoid if we asked 
God about our decisions? 

Whether we’re seeking 
guidance on important 
life matters, our finances 

or the way we choose to 
spend our time, wouldn’t 
we benefit from trusting 
God with it? 

God knows everything 
there is to know about 
each of us; therefore, He 
has the best perspective 
on what’s good for us. 
Our heavenly Father is 
fully aware of our cir-
cumstances and knows 
how each person we love 
will be affected by our 
choices.

Imagine what might 
happen if we stopped 
making impulsive deci-
sions and no longer had 
to pray our way out of the 
mess we’ve created.

As we trust God with 

all our heart and ac-
knowledge Him in all 
our ways, as our verse 
instructs us to do, our 
lives will move in a bet-
ter direction. We can 
confidently rely on our 
heavenly Father to get 
us to the place where He 
wants us. 

A place with less frus-
tration, fewer regrets . . .  
and less haste.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By CHERYL CRUCE

I love getting presents, 
who doesn’t? Brightly 
colored packages, neatly 
wrapped with a bow on 
top, can bring a smile 
to any face. For a child, 
the bigger the box, the 
better the gift. Maybe 
because the child con-
siders the “big box” part 
of the gift, inevitably, it 
will become an imagi-
nary fort, house, or hid-
ing place for a little one. 
When does “big things 

come in small packages” 
become a reality?

Somewhere between 
the wide-eyed wonder 
of a child and adult-life 
experiences, our reach 
changes from the big 
box to the little package. 
We learn that diamond 
rings, cross pendants, 
and gold watches are in 
small packages. None-
theless, regardless of 
age, whether the gift is 
large or small, we can 
all agree that receiving 
a gift will always bring 
a smile to the receiver’s 
heart. 

Another gift reality 
that spans the time be-
tween youth and aging 
is the position of the gift. 
Is it in the hands of the 
giver or the receiver? 
There comes a time in 
life when giving the gift 
becomes greater than 

getting. This transi-
tion begins from within. 
Searching for the perfect 
gift becomes an adven-
ture of love. It is exciting 
to see the joy on the face 
of a loved one as the un-
wrapping begins. Then 
there is that moment 
when the giving and re-
ceiving meets the partic-
ipants with unspeakable 
pleasure. 

This unspeakable 
pleasure reaches even 
further into the progres-
sion of gift-giving to find 
the greatest gift of all. 
Although this gift has 
many perspectives, it 
remains the least expen-
sive and costliest. Yet 
the giver never weighs 
the cost, for the reward 
is beyond comprehen-
sion and delivers unbe-
lievable joy to both par-
ties. It is the gift of self, 

and it is the most reject-
ed. 

Jesus felt this re-
jection just before the 
Passover Festival when 
Peter rejected His gift of 
serving. Jesus was offer-
ing the gift of self when 
He knelt before Peter to 
wash His feet. Peter de-
clined the act until Je-
sus responded, “Unless 
I wash you, you have 
no part with me (v.8).” 
It was a gift, an act of 
devotion, from the Lord 
to Peter. When Peter fi-
nally understood this, 
he humbly received the 
gift of love from the Lord 
(John 13:1-17). 

Pride and humility 
stood in strong contrast 
in another time of giving. 
Jesus was invited to the 
home of a Pharisee, a 
prideful man.  While He 
was seated at the table, 

a humble woman en-
tered the room, break-
ing open an alabaster 
jar of perfume. As the 
fragrance filled the air, 
love healed her spirit. 
Jesus may have served 
when washing the feet 
of the disciples; He also 
allowed Himself to be 
served, bringing healing 
to the server. Jesus told 
the woman her faith had 
saved her (Luke 7:36-
50). From a “big box-lit-
tle box” perspective, her 
serving was the smaller 
box. 

It is so much easier to 
serve than to be served. 
By nature, we are to be 
independent, standing 
on our own, which be-
comes a matter of pride. 
Pride leads to destruc-
tion, and a haughty spir-
it comes before the fall 
(Proverbs 16:18). Maybe 

the greatest gift is relin-
quishing our pride and 
allowing others to serve 
us. Or maybe the great-
est gift is giving our-
selves in service to an-
other. However, neither 
gift will come wrapped 
with pretty paper and 
fancy bows; there will be 
no boxes to choose from. 
The gift will be packaged 
within one’s spirit, and 
to deny their gift would 
be to deny their bless-
ing.  

Proverbs 11:25 A gen-
erous person will be en-
riched, and the one who 
provides water for others 
will himself be satisfied.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

Sometimes things 
happen that you never 
expected. When those 
unexpected things hap-
pen, if they are good, 
that is a blessing, if 
they are bad, that’s a 
different story.

I learned this expec-
tation of good from my 
good old Uncle Ted. He 
was a truck driver and, 
boy, did he have the 
stories to tell.

The one story I nev-
er believed was about 
him having lunch at a 
restaurant. According 
to his story, he would 
order a nice lunch, and 
when almost done, he 
would take out a hair 
he had brought along, 
put it on his plate, and 
called the waitress.

“Look at this hair on 
my plate,” he said to the 
waitress.

Of course, she was 
surprised because that 
doesn’t happen much in 
a restaurant. She was 
so frustrated that she 
called the manager and 
introduced him to my 
uncle. He didn’t know 
what he was in for.

“There’s a hair on my 

plate, which disgusts 
me.”

The manager looked 
at it and did not know 
what to say, but finally, 
he said to my uncle, 
“I’m so sorry for this 
and to compensate your 
lunch is on the house 
today.”

He had somewhat of 
a scowl on his face. He 
looked at the manager 
and then looked back at 
the waitress and finally 
said, “OK, I’ll let it go 
this time, and I thank 
you for taking care of 
this for me. I appreciate 
that very much.”

For many years I 
thought this was just 
one of his stories, but 
he, my father, and I 
went to a restaurant 
together once. I’m not 
sure of the occasion, 
but it was always fun to 
get together for lunch.

When Uncle Ted was 
just about done with his 
lunch, I saw him pull 
from his inside pocket 
an envelope, and when 
he opened it, there was 
a variety of hairs inside. 
He pulled a rather large 
one out and laid it on 
his dish. He didn’t say 
anything but just called 
for the waitress.

“Look at this hair on 
my plate! Can you ex-
plain it?”

O f  c o u r s e ,  s h e 
couldn’t, so she called 
for the manager to come 
to our table. 

When he arrived, he 
said, “Is there anything 
I can do to help you 

men?”
“There sure is,” my 

uncle said. “Look at this 
hair on my plate. Can 
you explain it?”

The manager was 
stunned when he saw 
the hair and, at first, 
did not know what to 
say. 

“I’m so sorry for this. 
Please accept my apol-
ogy and lunch is on the 
house today.”

With his famil iar 
scowl, my uncle looked 
at the manager, then 
looked back at the wait-
ress, and then back at 
the manager and said, 
“OK, I accept your apol-
ogy and thank you for 
your understanding.”

As my dad and I sat 
at that table, we did not 
know what to do. Was 
this a joke or what? 

The  wai t ress  re-
turned and told us that 
everything was taken 
care of and we didn’t 
have to worry, and she 
apologized again.

When we got into our 
car to go home, my un-

cle gave a little snicker 
and said, “You know, 
that works all the time.” 
And then he laughed.

I had forgotten about 
that until last week. 
Some of our family had 
gotten together to cele-
brate Father’s Day at a 
very nice pizza restau-
rant. There were five 
of us plus the Princess 
of the Family, our six-
month-old great-grand-
daughter. Of course, 
she was the center of 
our lunchtime, even 
though it was a Father’s 
Day lunch.

We had a wonderful 
time, and the pizza was 
just delicious. It’s one 
of our favorite pizza 
restaurants in town.

As we finished, The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage sighed 
deeply and said, “Oh 
no. It can’t be!”

We did not know what 
she was talking about, 
and then she called the 
waiter over and showed 
him that in the crust of 
her pizza was a human 

hair. It was baked into 
the crust, and only The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage would 
ever be able to see that.

The waiter came, and 
she showed him the 
hair, and he was rather 
stunned and said, “I’ll 
go get the manager.”

The manager came 
out, and we could tell 
the hair did not belong 
to him because he was 
bald. Not even facial 
hair.

“I don’t know how 
that happened, and I’m 
very sorry. Could I bring 
you a free pizza?” 

We told him we were 
full and could not eat 
any more pizza. Then 
he surprised us.

“I’m so sorry for this, 
and let me say right 
now that your lunch is 
on me today. This will 
not cost you anything.”

He wouldn’t take no 
for an answer, so we 
accepted his generosity.

I know The Gracious 

Mistress of the Parson-
age can do anything 
and everything, but I 
never realized that she 
also could clone my 
uncle.

On the way home I 
couldn’t help but think 
of Ecclesiastes 2:15, 
“Then said I in my heart, 
As it happeneth to the 
fool, so it happeneth 
even to me; and why 
was I then more wise? 
Then I said in my heart, 
that this also is vanity.”

Instead of judging 
other people for what 
they do, I need to pay 
close attention to what 
I’m doing daily.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

We weren’t expecting that

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

OUT TO PASTOR

The gift
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Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Patricia Ann Boyette, 80, of Crawfordville, died June 25, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Gary Oberquell, 61, of Woodville, died June 29, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Richard James Peckham, II, 43, of Crawfordville, died June 25, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• June Stanley, 96, of Crawfordville, died June 27, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

S e c u r i t i e s  p r od u c t s  an d  ad vi s or y s e r vi c e s  of f e r e d  t h r ou gh  P ar k  A ve n u e  S e c u r i t i e s  L L C  (P A S ), m e m b e r  F I N R A , 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
w i t h  t h e  F l or i d a R e t i r e m e n t  S ys t e m . 2015- 6207 E X P  5/ 17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
WeseleyWeasel101

Jean Dykes, 88, of Crawfordville, died Fri-
day, June 30, 2023, at her home with her fam-
ily by her side after a brief illness. Jean was a 
member of the Crawfordville United Methodist 
Church. She worked many years with Capi-
tal City Bank, was a Historian, a Commercial 
and Residential Landowner and Manager; she 
along with her husband owned and operated 
Dykes Family Restaurant and Liquor Store for 
many years. Jean was part of six generations 
representing her family in Wakulla County and 
she was very proud of it.

Jean will be remembered by her loving fami-
ly, her children Kimmie Canfield and husband 
Steve, Jeffrey Dykes and wife Kelly, and Jenkie 
Dykes Latil and husband Bryan; seven grand-
children, Allison, Clint, Mattie, Davie, Jessica, 

Tyler, and Emma; five great-grandchildren, 
Isaiah, Gracie, Steven, Damien, and  Domi-
nick. Jean also leaves behind her many friends 
and family from Hardees. 

Jean is preceded in death by her husband of 
55 years, Jimmie Dykes; and her parents H.T. 
& Gladys Adams; a brother, Hargrove Ralph 
Moore; and half sister Helen Adams Strickland.

Family visitation will be Friday, July 7, 2023, 
from 5 to 7 p.m., at Family Funeral Home in 
Harvey Young Chapel and Memorial service 
will be Saturday, July 8, 2023, at 11 a.m. at 
the Crawfordville United Methodist Church. Fi-
nal Resting Place will be at the Crawfordville 
Cemetery.

Skip and Trey Young along with Paula and 
Kimberly are assisting the family. Family Fu-
neral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-
5919 Familyfhc.com

Jean Dykes

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
As he worked his way 
through a final batch of 
bills from the 2023 legis-
lative session, Gov. Ron 
DeSantis signed a few 
controversial measures 
this week.

That included a bill 
(HB 1191) directing 
transportation officials 
to determine if a waste 
byproduct from the fer-
tilizer industry could be 
used in building roads.

The measure will trig-
ger a study by the Flori-
da Department of Trans-
portation on the use 
of phosphogypsum in 
road-construction “ag-
gregate” material. The 
department will have to 
finish the evaluation by 
April 1.

Phosphogypsum in-
cludes radioactive ele-
ments and is stored in 
huge stacks. It drew 
heavy attention in 2021 
when about 215 million 
gallons of wastewater 
were discharged into 
Tampa Bay to avoid a 
potentially catastrophic 
breach at the closed 
Piney Point phosphate 
plant in Manatee Coun-
ty.

Senate bill sponsor 
Jay Trumbull, R-Pana-
ma City, cited the Piney 
Point issue when ar-
guing for the measure 
during a May 1 floor 
session.

“Our goal is to hope-
fully identify this as a 
suitable road base so 
that we don’t continue 
to just stack it and have 
these things that could 
potentially become Pin-
ey Point, and that we’re 
able to pull out some 
bad stuff and use it, you 
know, for a road base 
that’s safe,” Trumbull 

said.
But the idea of us-

ing phosphogypsum 
in building roads drew 
heavy opposition from 
environmental groups. 
After DeSantis signed 
the bill Thursday, Elise 
Bennett, an attorney 
who is Florida and Ca-
ribbean director for the 
Center for Biological 
Diversity, blasted it as 
“reckless.”

“This opens the door 
for dangerous radioac-
tive waste to be dumped 
in roadways across the 
state, under the guise 
of a so-called feasibility 
study that won’t address 
serious health and safe-
ty concerns,” Bennett 
said.

In 2021, the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency barred the use 
of phosphogypsum in 
road construction. An 
April state Senate staff 
analysis of the billl said 
that “until such time as 
the EPA approves such 
use” of phosphogypsum, 
the state transportation 
department would be 
barred from using it.

DeSantis also on 
Thursday signed a bill 
(SB 170) that could bol-
ster legal challenges to 
local ordinances.

The law, in part, 
would require local 
governments to sus-
pend enforcement of 
ordinances that are 
challenged legally. It 
would not apply to sev-
eral types of ordinanc-
es, such as measures 
needed to comply with 
federal or state laws or 
regulations.

Critics of the bill, 
which will take effect 
Oct. 1, argued that it 
could limit local govern-
ments’ ability to address 
issues ranging from wa-
ter quality to climate 

change.
Rep. Anna Eskamani, 

D-Orlando, said pro-
gressive issues could be 
“at risk, simply if an in-
dividual business owner 
doesn’t like it.”

But the measure re-
ceived support from 
groups such as the 
Florida Chamber of 
Commerce, Associated 
Industries of Florida, 
the Florida Retail Fed-
eration and the Florida 
Home Builders Associ-
ation.

JUST SAY NO?

Attorney General 
Ashley Moody is trying 
to stop a proposed con-
stitutional amendment 
that would allow recre-
ational use of marijuana 
by people 21 and older.

Lawyers in Moody’s 
office filed a brief Mon-
day at the Florida Su-
preme Court arguing 
that a ballot summary 
for the proposal would 
be “misleading to voters 
in several key respects.”

The Smart & Safe 
Florida political com-
mittee, which is spear-
heading efforts to pass 
the amendment, needs 
the Supreme Court to 
sign off on the proposed 
ballot wording before the 
measure can go before 
voters. Under the Flor-
ida Constitution, ballot 
initiatives must not be 
confusing to voters and 
must address a single 
subject.

Voters in 2016 passed 
a constitutional amend-
ment that allowed med-
ical marijuana. The 
new ballot summary, in 
part, says the proposed 
amendment would allow 
“adults 21 years or older 
to possess, purchase, or 
use marijuana products 
and marijuana acces-

sories” for non-medical 
consumption.

“That is incorrect and 
misleading,” because 
marijuana remains il-
legal under federal law, 
the state’s brief said. “In 
previously approving 
similarly worded ballot 
summaries, the court 
erred.”

Smart & Safe Florida 
spokesman Steve Van-
core said the company 
disagrees with Moody’s 
analysis.

“We believe the lan-
guage as written clear-
ly complies with the 
requirements of the 
Constitution. We look 
forward to bringing this 
matter to the Florida 
Supreme Court and are 
confident that the court 
will conclude that there 
is no lawful basis to set 
aside the ballot initia-
tive,” Vancore said.

Trulieve, the state’s 
largest medical-mar-
ijuana operator, had 
contributed $39 million 
as of the end of May to 
the political committee. 
Most of that money went 
to gathering petition 
signatures to put the 
measure on the 2024 
ballot.

SCHOOL RULES

The state Department 
of Education on Tues-
day released a series 
of proposed rules that 
would outline restric-
tions on “adult live per-
formances” at field trips 
and prohibit school dis-
tricts from using the so-
cial-media app TikTok.

The proposal dealing 
with adult live perfor-
mances was spurred 
by a new law aimed at 
blocking children from 
attending drag shows.

In part, the proposal 
would put guidelines 

on “school-sponsored 
events or activities” 
which include things 
such as field trips and 
extracurricular activi-
ties. It includes barring 
districts from admitting 
“a child to an adult live 
performance” and would 
prevent such perfor-
mances from being held 
in buildings or proper-
ties owned or leased by 
districts.

Another proposed 
rule  would put  in 
place requirements for 
school-district internet 
safety policies.

The proposed rule 
also targets the popular 
social-media app Tik-
Tok, and would prohibit 
use of the app on district 
devices or on school in-
ternet networks. TikTok 
also could not be “used 
to communicate or pro-
mote any school district, 
school, school-spon-
sored club, extracur-
ricular organization, or 
athletic team.”

STORY OF THE 
WEEK: Gov. Ron De-
Santis on Thursday 
signed a controversial 
measure that directs 
transportation officials 
to determine if a waste 
byproduct from the fer-
tilizer industry could be 
used in building roads.

QUOTE OF THE 
WEEK: “There’s the po-
tential for muddying 
the waters, not just to 
create attack ads or 
disinformation about 
your opponent, but to 
try to clean yourself up. 
It’s an octopus. There’s 
just so many ways that 
I don’t think we’ve even 
thought about how it 
could be deployed.” — 
Janet Coats, managing 
director of the University 
of Florida’s Consortium 
on Trust in Media and 
Technology, on the use 
of artificial intelligence 
in political campaigns.

Weekly Roundup: Road to controversy

Calendar of events for the week of July 6
On the Horizon

Thursday, July 6
• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at TCC 
Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.
• The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be 
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Thursday. There will be 
concessions and raffles.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin 
Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are 
$12, packages available at New Posh on 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Friday, July 7
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
8 p.m. every Friday at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, July 8
•  Pack the Bus School Supply Drive from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lindy’s Chicken,  2120 
Crawfordville Highway.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, July 10
• Official opening of Lower Bridge Boat 
Ramp with county officials will be held at 
10 a.m.

• Planning Commission meets at 6 p.m. in 
the commission meeting room.
• Sopchoppy City Commisson meets at city 
hall at 6:30 p.m.
• The Wakulla Respite Program is available 
weekly for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative Yoga 
at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are $12, at New 
Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, July 11
• Water forum, to discuss springs protec-
tion, will be held at Wakulla Environmental 
Institute from 6 to 8 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Wednesday, July 12

• Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the Wakulla Senior Center.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
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USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

G o v e r n m e n t 
doctor sees poten-
tial mental health 
threats from stu-
dents’ social me-
dia use

There’s a new 
warning about so-
cial media dan-
gers for users your 
age. A top federal 
health official, Sur-
geon General Vivek 
Murthy, cites po-
tential drawbacks 
of sites like Tik-
Tok, Snapchat, In-
stagram and You-
Tube. While they 
benefit some stu-
dents, Dr. Murthy 
writes in a recent 
report, “there are 
ample indicators 
that social me-
dia can also have 
a profound risk of 
harm to the mental 
health and well-be-
ing of children and 
adolescents.”

His 19-page ad-
visory calls on tech 
companies to en-
force minimum 
age limits and cre-
ate default set-
tings for children 
with high safety 
and privacy stan-
dards. (Instagram 
already makes the 
accounts of people 
under 16 private 
and limits content 
that teens can see.) 
At the family level, 
the surgeon gener-
al urges parents to 
set limits – such as 
no devices at meal-
times to help build 
social bonds and 
promote conversa-
tion. He suggests 
a “family media 
plan” to set bound-
aries around con-
tent and keeping 
personal informa-
tion private.

Up to 95% of 
teens say they use 
at least one so-
cial media plat-
form, according to 
2022 survey re-
sults from Pew Re-
search, while more 
than one-third 
said they used so-
cial media “almost 
constantly.” Teens 
spend an average 
of 3½ hours a day 
on social sites. 
At their best, the 
popular platforms 
let you connect 
with others, find 
community and 
express yourself. 
“This can be espe-
cially true for mar-
ginalized youths, 
including those in 
the LGBTQ+ com-
munity,” Dr. Mur-

thy writes in The 
Washington Post.

But as use has 
risen, so have ad-
olescent cases of 
anxiety and de-
pression, along 
with hospital visits 
for self-harm and 
suicidal thoughts. 
Social platforms 
have lots of bully-
ing and “extreme, 
inappropriate and 
harmful content,” 
says the govern-
ment report, in-
cluding posts 
about self-harm, 

eating disorders 
and other destruc-
tive behavior. The 
American Psycho-
logical Association 

last month issued 
its first social me-
dia guidance, rec-
ommending that 
parents closely 

monitor teens’ use.

• Surgeon gen-
eral says: “We’re 
in the middle of 
a youth mental 
health crisis, and 
I’m concerned that 
social media is 
contributing to the 
harm that kids are 
experiencing.” – 
Dr. Vivek Murthy

• His report 
says: “In ear-
ly adolescence, 
when identities 
and sense of self-

worth are forming, 
brain development 
is especially sus-
ceptible to social 
pressures, peer 
opinions and peer 
comparison.”

• State actions: 
Utah and Arkansas 
this year banned 
social media ser-
vices from enroll-
ing users under 18 
without consent of 
a parent or guard-
ian. 

1. Summarize other coverage of social 
media or any pop culture news.

2. Share two facts from an article in-
volving teens or online content.

3. Find a clever or amusing social post 
by this paper and tell why it appeals.

Front Page Action Points:
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Small Eurasian 
deer
4. Irish county
10. A major division 
of geological time
11. Broadway actor 
Lane
12. Canadian prov-
ince
14. It causes fainting 
(abbr.)
15. Two
16. A notable one is 
blue
18. Utter repeatedly
22. Rings
23. Sullies
24. Occurs
26. Publicity
27. Near
28. Tools of a trade
30. O�er in good faith
31. “American Idol” 
network
34. Garments
36. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
37. Retired NFL DC 
Dean

39. Hot meal
40. A type of gin
41. Percussion instru-
ment
42. A $10 bill
48. About ground
50. Medicine man
51. Seedless raisin
52. National capital of 
Albania
53. Appendage
54. OJ trial judge
55. By the way
56. Bicycle parts
58. Barbie’s friend
59. In a way, stretched
60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
1. Make up for
2. American songbird
3. Pay
4. International orga-
nization
5. Engravers
6. Declared as fact
7. Criminal
8. Jewelry
9. Hospital worker 
(abbr.)

12. Nonsense (slang)
13. Town in Galilee
17. Value
19. Another name
20. Sheep in second 
year before shearing
21. Town in Surrey, 
England
25. Appropriate 
during a time of year
29. Creative output
31. Recesses
32. District in N. Ger-
many
33. Rider of Rohan
35. �e o�cial em-
blem of the German 
�ird Reich
38. One who puts 
down roots
41. Scribe
43. Painted a bright 
color
44. Tycoons
45. Actress �urman
46. Walking accessory
47. Crest of a hill
49. Member of a 
North American 
people
56. Type of computer
57. U.S. State (abbr.)

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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E-EDITIONS

SCAN ME for an elec-
tronic edition of this

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

HOME HEALTH AID

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

S   
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

C  

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof 

& gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

SERVICES

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

Saturday, July 8, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
7 Cardinal Court in Songbird. 

Kitchen items, clothing (men and 
women’s), golf items, books, 
beach items and much more. 
In case of rain, sale will be the 

following Saturday, July 15.

Sat. July 8 – 7a.m. until
28 Ruby Lane, Crawfordville
Exercise equipment, Hitachi 

Band Saw, Mantis tiller, plants, 
household items and more. 

FAMILY YARD SALE

YARD SALES

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certified Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

35% OFF   
E N T I R E   

IN-STOCK INVENTORY
V E T E R A N S 

45% OFF
850-421-2277

Monday–Friday 8:00–5:30 
Saturday 8:00–2:00 

http://www.economyautoandtruck.com
572 Woodville Hwy.  1 Mile N of Wakulla Station

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

Cissy Jones 
Home Health, Med. Tech. 
Specializing in Dementia. 

Excellent References. 
Reasonable Rates. 

850-933-9162

IN  THE CIRCU IT COU RT OF THE SECON D JU DICIAL CIRCU IT
IN  AN D FOR W AKU LLA COU N TY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIV ISION
IN  RE: THE ESTATE OF
DIAN E G . HARRELL, 
DECEASED.

CASE N O. 2023- CP-  6 8
NOTICE TO CREDITORS - SUMMARY ADMINISTRATION

TO ALL PERSON S HAV IN G  CLAIMS OR DEMAN DS AG AIN ST THE 
ABOV E ESTATE:
You are hereby notified that an Order of  Summary Administration has been
entered in the Estate of DIANE G. HARRELL, Deceased, File No. 2023-
CP-68____ by the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit for Wakulla 
County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is Circuit Court, 
Wakulla County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 
32327; that the Decedent’s date of death was August 13, 2022; that the 
total value of the estate, less homestead and exempt property, is less than 
$75,000; and that the name and address of those to whom the Estate has 
been assigned by such Order are:
BARNEY HARRELL, JR.- P.O. Box 291, Sopchoppy, FL 32358 - 100%
ALL IN TERESTED PERSON S ARE N OTIFIED THAT:
All creditors of the Estate of the Decedent and persons having claims or 
demands against the Estate of the Decedent, other than those for whom 
provision for full payment ·was made in the Order of Summary Administration 
must file their claims and demands with this Court WITHIN THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH IN  FLORIDA STATU TES, SECTION  733.702. ALL 
CLAIMS AN D DEMAN DS N OT SO FILED W ILL BE FOREV ER BARRED 
NOTWlTHSTANDJNG ANY OTHER APPLICABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH ON AUGUST 13, 2022 IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this Notice is July 6, 2023.
W ILLIAM H. W EBSTER
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 4
Hosford, FL 32334
850 443-5901
billwebsterlaw@yahoo.com
ATTORN EY FOR PETITION ER

BARN EY HARRELL, JR
Petitioner
P.O. Box 291
Sopchoppy, FL 32358

July 6, 13, 2023

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience
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Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!
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ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured
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Because of the Juneteenth holiday, 
this report is for activityfromf June 23 
to 29:

FRIDAY, JUNE 23

• Starla Pritchard report Xfinity 
cameras being stolen from her home. 
The suspect busted windows out of 
the home to obtain the cameras. Some 
video footage of the incident was able 
to be collected as evidence. This case 
has been sent to detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy Matt Hinson in-
vestigated.

• Capt. Andy Bowman reported 
a chainsaw missing from St. Marks 
VFD. The chainsaw was last seen ap-
proximately one month ago. This case 
has been sent to detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy Matt Hinson in-
vestigated. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 24

• Waviel Porter was arrested after 
struggling with officers on the side of 
the road. Porter was reportedly intox-
icated and had been in the road as 
well as laying down on the road. As 
officers attempted to assist Porter, he 

became aggressive and then struck 
officers while resisting. Once arrest-
ed, Porter began kicking the cage area 
in the vehicle and would not comply 
as he was being seat belted in. Porter 
was arrested and charged with disor-
derly intoxication, battery on law en-
forcement, and resisting arrest. Dep-
uty Arturo Cordoba investigated.

SUNDAY, JUNE 25

• Jeremy McKinney was located at 
Azalea Park after a suspicious person 
call was received. McKinney alleged-
ly stated, “Just take me to the crazy 
house” – then placed himself in the 
back of a patrol vehicle. McKinney 
handed the deputy a bag of cocaine 
when asked if he had anything on 
him. McKinney was arrested for pos-
session of cocaine and taken to the 
Wakulla County Jail. Deputy Dustin 
Matthews investigated.

• Billy Goodson reported an un-
known person entered his shed and 
removed two coolers and a pizza oven. 
A possible suspect has been identified 
in this case. Deputy Arturo Cordoba 
investigated.

MONDAY, JUNE 26

• Ruben Castro was stopped for 
failing to maintain a single lane. Cas-
tro appeared to be intoxicated and he 
refused all sobriety test on the road-
side. Castro was arrested for DUI and 
once at the jail he refused the breath 
test. Deputy Dustin Matthews inves-
tigated.

• Deputy Heather Will responded 
to the lobby of the Sheriff’s Office in 
reference to Karen Lindsey finding 
fraudulent charges on her credit card. 
Lindsey’s bank has been notified of 
the charges and this case has been 
sent to detectives for further investi-
gation. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 27

• A traffic stop was conducted on a 
vehicle for faulty equipment. The driv-
er, David Defibaugh, was discovered 
not to have a valid license. During the 
stop drug paraphernalia was discov-
ered to be in his possession. The par-
aphernalia was collected and turned 
in for destruction. Defibaugh was is-
sued a citation for Driving While Li-
cense Suspended or Revoked. Deputy 
Zac Munroe investigated. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28

• Deputy Don Newsome responded 
to Wakulla Springs Park in reference 
to FWC requesting assistance. Upon 
Deputy Newsome’s arrival on scene 
several individuals were encircling 
the FWC Officer, who had a subject on 
the ground and attempting to secure 
him in cuffs. Deputy Newsome gave 
Santana Ahrent several commands to 
back up, to no avail. Ahrent contin-
ued to ignore Deputy Newsome’s law-
ful command and was subsequently 
placed under arrest for obstruction of 
justice.

THURSDAY, JUNE 29

• William Mackie reported finding 
what appeared to be crack cocaine 
in the woman’s bathroom as he was 
cleaning the facility. The crack was 
taken for destruction only. Deputy 
Arturo Cordoba investigated.

• An employee with Pigott Asphalt 
reported a check forged and cash for 
$4,572.77. The check was original-
ly made to Southern Tire Mart but 
appeared to have been altered. This 
case has been sent to detectives for 
further investigation. Deputy Dustin 
Matthews investigated.

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report
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ANIMAL CARE:

Pet Care/Sitting ______________________

Pet Grooming ________________________

Pet Supplies _________________________

Veterinarian __________________________

AUTOMOTIVE:

Auto Engine Repair ___________________

Auto Body Shops _____________________

Car & Truck Dealer ____________________

Oil Change ___________________________

FINANCIAL SERVICES:

Bank ________________________________

Credit Union _________________________

Mortgage Company ___________________

FOOD & BEVERAGE:

Liquor Store__________________________

Grocery _____________________________

Ice Cream/ Frozen Yogurt ______________

Bakery ______________________________

Butcher _____________________________

HEALTH & FITNESS:

Gym ________________________________

Massage Therapist____________________

Chiropractor _________________________

Fitness Instructor/Trainer ______________

HOME:

Builder ______________________________

Real Estate Company _________________

Individual Realtor _____________________

Title Company ________________________

Home Rental Co. _____________________

HOME-OUTDOORS:

Surveyor _____________________________

Lawn Care/Landscaping _______________

Nursery/Garden Center ________________

Tree Service __________________________

Pools/Pool Care ______________________

Home Improvement ___________________

SERVICES/REPAIR:

Flooring _____________________________

Plumbing ____________________________

Electrician ___________________________

A/C - Heating ________________________

Painter ______________________________

Home Cleaning Service ________________

Roofer _______________________________

Fencing _____________________________

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:

Accountant __________________________

Attorney _____________________________

Doctor ______________________________

Dentist ______________________________

Insurance Agent ______________________

PERSONAL SERVICES:

Barber Shop _________________________

Hair Salon ___________________________

Nail Care ____________________________

RETAIL:

Women’s Boutique ____________________

Clothing _____________________________

Gifts ________________________________

Hardware ____________________________

Seafood Market ______________________

MISC:

Kids Activities ________________________

Childcare ____________________________

Storage Centers ______________________

Dance Studios _______________________

Photographers _______________________

Hotel/Lodging ________________________

Local News Source ___________________

Local Band/Musician __________________

Local Artist __________________________

Non-Pro� t ___________________________

RECREATION:

Marina ______________________________

Fishing Charter _______________________

Bait & Tackle _________________________

Boat & Motor Repair __________________

Canoe/Kayak Rental __________________

Scuba _______________________________

RESTAURANT:

Atmosphere __________________________

Coffee _______________________________

Breakfast ____________________________

Lunch _______________________________

Dinner _______________________________

Service ______________________________

Entertainment ________________________

Seafood _____________________________

Grouper  _____________________________

Shrimp ______________________________

Mullet _______________________________

Steak _______________________________

Sandwich ____________________________

Barbecue ____________________________

Wings _______________________________

Burger _______________________________

Portions _____________________________

Pizza ________________________________

Soup ________________________________

Buffet _______________________________

Romantic Dinner ______________________

Fried Chicken ________________________

Readers’ Choice Categories:

Go to TheWakullaSun.com 
to complete the ballot. 
Limit one ballot entry 

per person.

Name______________________  Address____________________________  City___________________________ State___ Zip_______

Phone________________ Email___________________________ Age______  Are you a current subscriber to    ? qYes  qNo

Of� cial Rules
*Entries must have 15 of favorites � lled, all contact 
information � lled out and be entered on TheWakullaSun.
com or be handwritten on of� cial entry ballot from The 
Wakulla Sun to be counted. *Computer generated ballots, 
mechanical reproductions, photocopies, carbon copies, 
illegible entries or ballots with answers that are not true 
and/or relevant will not be accepted. *One entry per person.   
*Ballots not meeting these requirements will be voided and 
will not be eligible for the $100 prize. *All ballots must be 
received by The Wakulla Sun by 5 p.m. on July 7, 2023.  Send 
entire ballot to The Wakulla Sun “Readers’ Choice Contest”, 
12 Arran Rd. Crawfordville FL 32327  (No purchase 
required.) *Winning entry will be drawn by a representative 
of The Wakulla Sun. *All entrants agree to publication of their 
name, home town, and photograph without additional 
compensation.  Announcement of the winner will appear 
in the “Readers’ Choice” special section to be published 
August 2023 in The Wakulla Sun. *Employees of The Wakulla 
Sun and their families are not eligible to win.  Not intended 
for residents of states where prohibited by law.  Winner 
must be 18 years of age or older. *All ballots that do not 
meet this criteria will not be counted.

Mail your of� cial entry form and completed ballot to:

Print Entry Form:
The Wakulla Sun c/o Readers’ Choice Contest
The Wakulla Sun 12 Arran Rd., Crawfordville FL 32327

THIS AD IS YOUR OFFICIAL BALLOT 
& ENTRY FORM.

Complete and return to The Wakulla Sun 
by 5:00 p.m. July 7, 2023.

Submit your completed entry form and be 
entered in the drawing to win $100 in Cash*

Tell us your favorites by filling out the official ENTRY BALLOT online at TheWakullaSun.com or below. 
Your name will then be registered in a random drawing for $100 in Cash.*

Readers’ Choice Awards 2023

Enter your ballot online at 
TheWakullaSun.com 

to Participate in Choosing 
Wakulla County’s 

FAVORITE Local Businesses!

WIN $100WIN $100
Submit your completed form

 by July 7 for your chance to…

Locally Owned 
& Operated 




