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Election suit over after 3 years

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The First District
Court of Appeal in
Tallahassee last week
upheld the Wakulla
Circuit Court judge’s
ruling finding that Ed
Brimner was properly
elected as property ap-
praiser in 2020.

The DCA’s ruling was
released Tuesday, July
18, and said simply”
Per curiam affirmed,”
which means that the
appeals court affirms
the trial court’s deci-
sion without issuing an
opinion or explanation
of its own.

In February of last
year, Wakulla Circuit
Judge Ron Flury granted
a summary judgment
to the Wakulla Coun-
ty Canvassing Board
and Property Apprais-
er Ed Brimner finding
that Colby Sparkman,
who was a candidate
for property appraiser
against Brimner in the
2020 election but who

lost by four votes, pre-
sented no evidence that
he would have won the
election but for alleged
misconduct.

The judge noted the
lawsuit is “based on the
treatment of 12 ballots
out of 9,104” ballots
cast in the race. The 12
ballots represented the
number of votes rejected
by the canvassing board
because the signature
on the vote-by-mail bal-
lot did not match the
signature on file.

Sparkman’s attorney,
Mark Herron, argued at
a hearing held by Zoom
back in February 2022
that the 12 ballots were
not able to be cured be-
cause of misconduct by
the supervisor of elec-
tions and the canvassing
board. That included
not telling voters whose
ballots were rejected
the correct amount of
time they had to cure
the problem, and tell-
ing Sparkman that he
should not contact the
12 voters.

SO,

The 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-

cluded Colby Sparkman, left, and Ed Brimner.

But Judge Flury wrote
that, during the election,
a total of 53 ballots had
signature problems. “Of
those 53 ballots,” the
judge wrote, “41 were
cured.”

One of the 12 bal-
lots, belonging to Debra
Russell, was cured in a
timely manner, but be-
cause of the narrow vote
margin, she asked that
her vote not be counted
because it would reveal
how she voted. The can-
vassing board accepted
her appeal and did not
count her vote.

“No evidence has been
presented that shows
the precluded ballots
favored any particular
candidate,” Judge Flury
wrote in his order. “Fac-
tually, the mathematical
probablity of a change in
the result here is nonex-
istent.”

At the hearing last
year, attorneys Leonard
Collins, representing
Brimner, and Wayne
Malaney, representing
the canvassing board,
acknowledged that er-
rors were made with the
election, but contended
there was no fraud and

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheriff’s deputies at the St. Marks Community Market.

Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

The non-profit supports law enforcement officers injured on the job

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as
Team Blue Line set up
a booth at the St. Marks
Community market on
Saturday, manned in
part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-
way, a policeman who
was shot in the line of
duty.

On April 12th, 2020,
while pursuing suspects
in a high-speed car chase
near Carrollton, Ga., the
suspects fired at Hol-
loway’s car and he was
struck in the head. After
the incident, he was in
the hospital for months,
and due to Covid restric-
tions his wife couldn’t go
to work and come back

to see him, so she chose
to stay by his side rather
than working for those
months.

The community gath-
ered around them, how-
ever, with co-workers
donating leave time so
his wife wouldn’t be suf-
fer unreasonably, and
even the roofing compa-
ny they had hired took
it upon themselves to
redo the roof the way
they had been contract-
ed to, entirely free of
charge. When The hollo-
ways would have missed
seeing their son grad-
uate from highschool,
the school allowed it to
be livestreamed and let
their son be the first to
walk the stage, so they

could watch it from the
hospital room.

When Sgt. Holloway
was informed he might
never walk again, Team
Blue Line dedicated their
time and money into re-
modeling his bathroom
to make it more easily
accessible for him to use
after getting home from
the hospital.

Though Holloway has
been steadily recover-
ing and is fully capable
of walking under his
own power, he says that
the handrails installed
around his home thanks
to Team Blue Line are
very helpful whenever
he feels weak or light-
headed.

When asked what

Team Blue Line does,
he said that they “Stand
for something good, that
protects the community
from evil.”

While still small, qual-
ity of life improvements
such as these can make
large impacts on the lives
of officers who were in-
jured or disabled in the
line of duty.

Team Blue Line also
assists the families of
those who gave their lives
on the job, often paying
tuition for their children
to go to a private school
and get a high-quality
education.

The charity can be
found at teamblueline.
org for more information
or if you’d like to donate.

PHOTO BY LEGION TAYLOR

no effort to help one can-
didate or another.

The judge agreed:
“There is no evidence
to suggest that there
was an ulterior nefari-
ous motive that actually
drove the canvassing
board’s decision. There
is no reason to overturn
the will of the people as
expressed in the election
results presented.”

Sparkman appealed
the judge’s decision in
March of 2022.

In the meantime,
Sparkman did get a set-
tlement in his lawsuit for
wrongful termination.
Sparkman was a dep-
uty property appraiser
under Brad Harvey, who
was removed from office
by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-
ter his arrested in 2018
on embezzlement and
fraud charges. Harvey
has pleaded no contest
to the charges and faces
a maximum sentence
of 30 years when he is
sentenced in September.

After Brimner was
installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-
quently fired Sparkman
for cause.

Much of the contro-
versy in the case arises
from Sparkman being
told not to contact any
of the 12 voters with
the rejected ballots. He
asked for and was given
the names of the voters
and acknowledged in
deposition that he had
called one, but couldn’t
remember who it was.

A voter called Coun-
ty Administrator David
Edwards with concerns
about Sparkman calling
voters, and Edwards
called two canvassing
board members — Coun-
ty Judge Jill Walker,
and County Commis-
sioner Quincee Mess-
ersmith. Both said the
issue would be brought
before the canvassing
board and then-Super-
visor of Elections Bud-
dy Wells.

Edwards walked over
to Wells’ office and con-
fronted the elections

Turn to Page 3

Fired Chiles coach
may join War Eagle
coaching staff

Kevin Pettis and son Trey might
join coaches at Wakulla High

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head
football coach at Chiles High School may join the
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under

head coach Scott Klees.

Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly
turned the teaching position down to stay with
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches
next month if cleared of all open investigations.

Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June
after an investigation into alleged violations of

athletic policies.

Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Wakulla Springs’
Amy Conyers is gone

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.

Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were

unsuccessful.

According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had
been park manager since November 2017 with
an ending date of July 2023.

Conyers had been with the state Department
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park,
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock

Springs State Park.

Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a
new role and would appreciate your support.
Thank you in advance for any connections,
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-

ToWork”
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Harvey & Sons Enterprises

Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey
Land Clearing Debris Ilemoval

Fill Sand & Topsoil

Rock & Road Base Ponds Culverts & Driveways

18 Years Experience

850-661-4194

Serving Wakulla & Franklin.Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
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Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordyville |

3152 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327
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WWW. blachfootroof[ng com

CCC1332583

I SRCGARITAS

www.thewakullasun.com

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park
Scareweed

By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER
and DAVID RODDENBERRY

Sopchoppy Depot Park displays native wild-
flowers to inspire use. A few wildflowers are in-
cluded for preservation. Now showing pale-yel-
low flowers in the northwest garden, Baptisia
simplicifolia is a Florida endemic restricted to
S5 counties in the panhandle. Its entire glob-
al range is 400-2,000 square miles with only
2,500-10,000 plants. Baptisia simplicifolia is
listed as “threatened,” a species in rapid decline,
due to development and fire exclusion. Fortu-
nately, most of its population is on protected
land, mainly the Apalachicola National Forest.
Regardless, infrequent fire remains a threat and
a 10-30% decline is predicted. Commonly called
scareweed, this legume grows 1%-3 feet tall in
open upland pinelands. It is pollinated by bum-
ble bees and feeds the caterpillars of duskywing
butterflies. In winter, the dry plant breaks off

Scareweed is listed as a threatened species. and becomes a tumbleweed.

UPS Store holds ribbon-cutting

The Wakulla County Chamber of Commerce hosted a ribbon-cutting for the UPS Store on Tuesday, ]uly 18. The UPS
Store has many services to offer our community a few being notary services, freight services, mailbox services, packing
services, printing and document finishing, moving supplies and packaging materials. (Photo special to The Sun)

PAT GREEN’S

LAWN SERVICE
WE DO IT ALL!

20+ Years Experience
850528-2371 or .
850926-7461 g

TREE TRIMMING,
TRACTOR WORK AND
LAWN MAINTENENCE
e LAND CLEARING
e LANDSCAPING
¢ |[RRIGATION
e SOD °* MULCHING
e BUSH HOGGING
e DRIVEWAYS
© CULVERTS INSTALLATION
¢ ROAD MILLINGS

FREE QuorTEs!

Call us for all your

outdoor projects!

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

MUSIC BINGO NIGHT to benefit
Florida Wild Mammal Association

Thank you to our sponsors Thank you to our sponsors
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Habitat

for Humanity®
or Fumanity ugust 3 +5:30-8:30p

Wakulla County

Office
SPECIALTY TAGS
$20 - $3O additional

to cost of tag.

ISSUED IN 2008.

HORSE COUNTRY - Annual use fee is dis- | _
tributed to PCMI Properties, Inc., to fund | =/
programs involved in the rehabilitation | =4
of at-risk youth to provide educational "=
materials, athletic equipment, transpor-

ministrative and program expenses.

REDESIGNED 2015.

Protect our Oceans - Annual use

fee - a portion of the yearly plate

registration supports the Guy Har-
vey Ocean Foundation (GHOF).

Tax Collectors e

tation, food, medical services, counseling, scholarships, and other direct ad-

Fun - Food * Beer - Wine
30 Palms Venue * 30 0ld Palmet¢to Path
St. Marks, Florida

For more information, call 850-570-3908

FWMA is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and release of sick, injured, and orphaned wildlife in the Big Bend region (over
1,200 per year) and is equally committed to educating the public on wildlife issues. FWMA is headquartered in Wakulla County and has served our area including
Franklin, Jefferson, and Taylor counties for over 27 years. We receive no local, state, or federal funds; therefore rely solely on donations, fundraisers, and grants
obtained through private foundations. We are supported by an incredible group of volunteers and members that help us with our mission.

Habitat

for Humanity®

Re-Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.
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American Legion honors Vietnam-era veterans

By MARJ LAW
Special to The Sun

On Monday, July
17th, Post Commander
Roxanne Dressel led our
Jake Pigott Memorial
Post 114 in recognizing,
thanking and honoring
veterans who supported
our country during the
Vietnam War. Joining
with the United States
of America Vietnam War
Commemoration, Post
Commander Dressel
awarded our local vet-
erans with specially de-
signed Vietnam Veteran
lapel pins in honor of
their service.

This tribute represents
the 50th anniversary of
the Vietnam War. 49%
of our own Legion mem-
bers served as some of
the 9,000,000 Americans
who sacrificed their lives
or part of their lives in
service of our armed
forces during the Viet-
nam War.

Beginning on Memori-
al Day of 2012, the Com-
memorative Partner Pro-
gram is a hometown-cen-
tric, veteran-focused ini-
tiative designed to assist
the people of the United
States to give thanks and

to honor Vietnam veter-
ans and their families
where they live, meeting
five national objectives
of the Commemoration:

* for those who fought,
including prisoners of
war or listed as missing
in action,

e for their service and
sacrifice and to honor

Vietnam-era veterans honored at the ceremony by the American Legion Post 114 last week.

the families of these vet-
erans,

* to highlight the ser-
vice of the Armed Forces
during the war as well
as contributions of agen-
cies and organizations
that served with, or in
support of, the Armed
Forces,

* to pay tribute to

the contributions made
on the home front; to
highlight advances in
technology, science, and
medicine related to mili-
tary research conducted
during the Vietnam War,
and

* to recognize the con-
tributions and sacrifices
made by our allies during

the war.

Every person who
served during this pe-
riod earned and rightly
deserves our profound
thanks.

American Legion Post
114 meets at 6:30 pm on
the 3rd Monday monthly
in the Wakulla County
Public Library’s main

meeting room. Combat
service is not required to
become a member of the
Legion. Veterans hav-
ing served federal active
duty in the United States
Armed Forces since De-
cember 7, 1941, and
honorably discharged
are eligible for member-
ship.

Poker club donates to hospice

Special to The Sun

The WaSop Poker Club
at Wakulla Moose Lodge
#2510 was excited to gift
Big Bend Hospice with a
check for $1,027 to ben-
efit the patient-families
in Wakulla County. The
poker club is comprised
of Moose Lodge Members
and has games every
Monday and Tuesday
night. They have room
for 20 players each week
and have a consistent
group that attends. The
buy in money that is col-

lected is then donated to
a local charity of choice.
The charity of choice
for the funds raised in
June 2023 was Big Bend
Hospice. The Wakulla
Moose Lodge #2510 has
been proud of support-
ers of Big Bend Hospice
in the past, including
purchasing meals for pa-
tient-families at Thanks-
giving time.

Kara Walker, Volun-
teer Coordinator, was
honored to be presented
with the check and to
speak to the club about

how the funds will be
raised and the current
need for volunteers in
Wakulla County. Funds
that are donated to Big
Bend Hospice are used
for a variety of patient
needs, including pur-
chasing Ensure, space
heaters, AC units, etc.
If you are interested in
learning more about how
Big Bend Hospice serves
the community or becom-
ing a volunteer, please
reach out to Kara Walker
at kmwalker@bigbend-
hospice.org.

t il i o [ 1 -
Members of the WaSop Poker Club present a check to Kara

/g )

Walker of Big Bend Hospice.

Election lawsuit ends

From Front Page

supervisor “cussing
and raising Cain,” ac-
cording to Wells’ depo-

sition.

Wells said he overre-
acted to Edwards’ con-
cerns by instructing
then-Deputy  Super-

visor of Elections Joe
Morgan to call Spark-
man and order him not
to call voters.

It was later acknowl-
edged by Wells that
that was a mistake,
that Sparkman was

Correction

sioners indicated Sue Damon helped
organize the forum and opposition.

An article last week ona proposed [y, g as not true

ordinance before county commis-

We regret the error.

SAVE THE DATE!

BACKPACK/SCHOOL SUPPLIES
DRIVE-THRU DISTRIBUTIONS

Date City Location
July 15° 51, Marks Coast Charter School, 48 Shell Island Rd
July 7™ Panacea Panacen Plaza, 1353 Coastal Hwy
July 29" Sopchoppy City Hall, 105 Municipal Ave
August 5" Crawfordville | Wakulla County Community Center, 318 Shadeville Rd

If you have questions, please contact:
Kenny Manning (850) 545-5982 or Cheryl Randolph (850) 284-9233

Florida
HEALTH

Walulla County

Capital Health

F L & o

A0

AZ0ES SIS

nvertown

COMMURWITY CHURCH

entitled to call voters
to alert them to prob-
lems with their ballot if
he wanted to.

The election night had
more drama when
Sparkman was initial-
ly declared the election
winner by 16 votes
before Wells realized
that a number of pre-
cincts had not been
counted in the race.
After those votes were

tallied, Brimner was
declared the victor by
four votes.

After a recount by the
canvassing board a few
days later, the margin
was narrowed to three

i

votes for Brimner.

Ben Lovel was a third
candidate for property
appraiser along with
Brimner and Spark-
man.

FLORIDA
PUBLIC NOTICES

DRIDAFUBLICNOTICES.COM

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides this Public Notice

Section for all Public Notices not published in the Legal Notice section of the
newspaper.

ALLSTATE

03A - Concrete
04A - Masonry
05A - Steel

07B - Metal Roofing
07C - Fireproofing

32327.

.COIISTRU'CTIOH, INC.
Building Quality for Life

02A - Selective Demolition

05B - Light Gauge Steel Trusses

07A - Foamed-In-Place
Insulation & Sprayed
Foam Insulation

INVITATION TO BID
Allstate Construction, Inc.
(CGC1518758), the Construction
Manager, will receive sealed bid proposals from pre-qualified
subcontractors for Wakulla Springs Historic Elevator
Modernization, Crawfordville, Florida, for the following work:

Subcontractor Bid proposals will be received until 2:00 pm Eastern
Time on August 10, 2023, at Allstate Construction, Inc., 5718 Tower
Road, Tallahassee, FL 32303.
Pre-Bid Site Visit will be held on August 1,2023, 10:00 am Eastern Time
at the project site, located at 550 Wakulla Park Drive, Crawfordville FL

Bid Proposal documents are available from Allstate Construction, Inc.
Email: jwright@allstateconstruction.com Phone: 850-514-1004

Allstate Construction, Inc. reserves the right to waive any irregularities
and/or reject any and all Bid Proposals.

08A - Doors, Frames and
Hardware

09A - Gypsum Board
Assemblies

09B - Painting and Finishing
14A - Elevator

21A - Fire Sprinkler System
23A - HVAC

26A - Electrical

28A - Fire Alarm System

July 27, Aug. 3,2023
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-

of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Americans with Disabilities Act - still more work to do

—
By SUSAN KABOT
Florida Developmental

Disabilities Council

This Wednesday, July
26, marks the 33rd an-
niversary of the signing
of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA).
Did you know that 27
percent of adults in the
United States have some
type of disability? And
as we are living longer,

ity requiring special ed-
ucation programs.

Since its passage,
we have seen many ad-
vances in both opportu-
nities and the accom-
modations necessary to
help those with disabil-
ities succeed. Everyone
has seen designated
parking spaces, larg-
er public bathrooms,
and cut-outs in side-
walk curbs to support
people with physical
disabilities. But what
about those with more
invisible disabilities like
mental health disorders
and autism that often
result in unusual, and
sometimes dangerous,
behavioral symptoms?
What have we done to
support them?

ple with disabilities live
in poverty at a rate twice
as high as those with-
out disabilities—25 per-
cent versus 12 percent.
Part of the discrepancy
is because people with
disabilities are less like-
ly to be employed, and
if they are employed, it
may be part-time em-
ployment or they may
be underemployed, not
meeting their full poten-
tial. Less than 40 per-
cent of people with all
types of disabilities are
employed, compared
to 65 percent of those
without a disability.

We can and must do
better! Family mem-
bers and individuals
with disabilities report
not having information

the school system sit at
home because they have
not received appropriate
planning to assist them
in finding an appropri-
ate job, even though
schools are required to
aid in the transition to
post-secondary activi-
ties including education
and vocational training.

We must all take
responsibility for our
most vulnerable citizens
and support legislation
that increases options
for individuals with dis-
abilities and ensures
that they are informed
about the array of ac-
commodations available
to them. We must assist
those who need help to
register and access the
programs they are eli-

with  disabilities, in-
stead of the challenges.

On the 33rd anniver-
sary of the ADA, let’s
all make it our respon-
sibility to reach out
and provide support to
someone with a disabil-
ity—whether it is a fam-
ily member, neighbor,
or coworker—we can all
make their lives a little
easier, and our lives a
little richer.

Susan Kabot, Ed.D,
CCC-SLP is the Chief of
Programs and Research
at the Florida Devel-
opmental Disabilities
Council, Inc. She was a
member of the Council
for 10 years, including
5 as chair, before join-
ing the staff in 2021.

programs for children
and young adults with
autism, including early
intervention, preschool,
and college support. She
continues to teach cours-
es in autism and devel-
opmental disabilities
at the undergraduate,
master’s, and doctoral
levels. A member of the
Autism Society of Amer-
ica, she currently serves
on their Panel of Profes-
sional Advisors.

The Florida Devel-
opmental Disabilities
Council (FDDC) affects
policy and services for
people with intellectu-
al and developmental
disabilities, their fami-
lies, and their supports
through education, ad-

this number will surely
increase. Fifteen per-
cent of all public school
students have a disabil-

housing,

Despite advances in

tion, and employment
accommodations,

transporta-
able to

peo- young people

about what programs
and services are avail-
them. Many
exiting

gible for, and we must
help potential employ-
ers discover the gifts
and abilities of those

Dr. Kabot spent over 35
years at Nova South-
eastern University devel-
oping and supervising

vocacy, and partner-
ships. For more infor-
mation, visit the FDDC
website at fddc.org.

LETTERSYR OM REBR ERS

Opry is celebrating 23 years

Editor, The Sun:

The Sopchoppy Opry will cel-
ebrate its 23rd anniversary on
Saturday, July 29 in historic Sop-
choppy High School Auditorium.
Musical guests for this special oc-
casion will be Todd Allen and his
FTD Band of Panama City Beach.

The Opry’s inaugural perfor-
mance in July 2000 was staged to
determine if there was still a fan
base for traditional music - clas-
sic country, bluegrass, Gospel
and early rock/roll in the area.
The show quickly grew in popu-
larity and what began as an ex-
periment turned into a monthly
event that has lasted for 23 years
and 275+ performances to date.
New fans are discovering the mu-
sic performed there and the Opry
now has a solid list of season tick-
et holders. Fans from surround-
ing areas attend and there are
occasional foreign visitors as well.
Numerous bands and individuals
have entertained over the years
and all attest to the fine acous-
tic quality of auditorium and the
warm reception of the Opry audi-
ences.

Deemed ‘the little opry that can
by the press, the Sopchoppy Opry
had a rather inauspicious begin-
ning. It was a nail biting time”,
remembers Callie Quigg, the
Opry’s General Manager. “We had
planned for weeks: the publicity
was complete, bands rehearsed
and volunteers enlisted. What we
had not factored in was the like-
lihood of a thunder and lightning
storm that would hit the Sop-
choppy area about three hours
before show time! Electricity was

ki

knocked out for the whole city
and not expected to be restored in
time for the show. Florida Power
reported that a major transform-
er at the Sopchoppy substation
had been hit by lightning and
the nearest replacement was in
Madison, Florida, about three
hours away.” Opry Publicist Jesse
Quigg added that “When [ heard
the mournful sound of ‘Ashokan’s
Farewell’ being rehearsed by the
band’s fiddle player on stage, it
seemed to represent the fate of
our fledging show. But just as
our disappointment reached a
peak, a miracle happened! Bill
Stephens, Sopchoppy Water Sys-
tem Director at the time, reported
that a transformer had been lo-
cated close by and would be in-
stalled in time (for the show)! By 7
pm, fans were lined up out to the
street and the historic auditorium
filled up! When the curtains were
opened, the auditorium exploded
with applause as the band took
the stage”.

Along with being fjust the best
place for good music’, in Sopchop-
py, net proceeds from the shows
have been the major source of
matching funds for restoring this
historic school. Several grants
have been awarded the Wakul-
la County School Board by the
Florida Division of Historic Pres-
ervation. To date, restoration is
approximately 75% complete and
the latest grant award is in pro-
cess.

Jesse Quigg
Sopchoppy Opry
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Teach our history

Editor, The Sun:

My friends and family will no
doubt shake their heads, and say
“There she goes again!” But I feel
compelled to add my two cents
worth to the current debate over the
new teaching standards for Black
History curriculums in Florida.
What I am learning concerns me, as
I am a firm believer in teaching the
truth in history. There is much to
celebrate, but also much to rectify
in our collective past.

The analogy that best represents
my thoughts on the matter is not
original to me. I do believe it is an
excellent illustration of how to ap-
proach our country’s racial conun-
drum. When Ed and I bought our
home nearly 50 years ago, there
was much to love. The house was,
and is, unique, special, and very
dear to our hearts. But there were
issues that had to be addressed if
the house was going to continue
to stand strong. If we wanted the
house to survive for our children
and grandchildren, many repairs
and renovations had to be made.

We did not say, “Well, these
problems are not our problems...
we didn’t cause them. Not our
fault. Not our responsibility”. No.
We tucked in and did the necessary
work to preserve the house in all
of its Florida Cracker House glory.
Now, nearly 100 years old, this old
house still needs constant upkeep

and attention. We do it because the
house is worth the effort.

Perhaps the reader can see the
connection I am making, but to be
sure, let me be absolutely clear.
Our nation is beyond special,
unique and dear to us all. It has
much about it that is inspiring, im-
portant and beloved. But no nation
is perfect. Our forefathers did many
things right, but they also made
terrible mistakes. If we want our
nation to stay strong, to survive for
another 250 years, we must recog-
nize and rectify those mistakes.

To acknowledge the sins of the
past is not to condemn ourselves
in the present. Our responsibility,
today, is to do the work of repair.
That cannot happen if we choose
to literally whitewash our collective
history. We did not personally com-
mit those sins, but we have both
the power and the responsibility to
repair the damage done in the past.
Let us do it because the nation and
our people are worth the effort.

It is my deepest desire that we
can come together to celebrate
ALL of our history, so that we can
be proud of the progress achieved
and dedicated to moving forward
together, one nation, one brother-
hood, under God.

Respectfully,

Verna Brock
Wakulla Station

Something on your mind?

Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com; or mail
it or drop it by the office at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https://floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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Wakulla Station News

By VERNA BROCK

The old saying, attributed to Mark
Twain, “Everybody talks about the
weather, but no one does anything
about it,” seems to be especially rel-
evant this summer.

Here 1 am again, writing about
the heat and humidity, wishing we
could fix our climate woes in a hur-
ry. It seems the entire globe is feel-

ing the effects of climate change.
Raging fires in Canada, California
and Greece. Extreme flooding in
New England, Italy and Turkey. Of
course, I am aware there have been
hot summers before, but this does
seem to be a developing trend.

The nightly news not only keeps
us abreast of every temperature rise
and heat index, it provides lots of
helpful hints and information about

how to combat the ill effects of over-
heating. I feel sorry for the folks who
are required to work out in the heat
every day, as I can barely spend an
hour in my garden. I realize I am no
spring chicken, but YIKES! Dealing
with this is really challenging.

If you must be outside, remember
to use sunscreen, stay hydrated,
and take frequent cooling breaks.
It is very distressing to hear of folks
collapsing (even dying) from heat ex-
haustion and heat stroke. Common
sense precautions can prevent a

world of hurt.

Baby Sebastian experienced his
first outing from Shands this past
weekend, and Mom reports he was
taking it all in. He is getting closer
to discharge, as the doctors work to
calibrate his anti-rejection med.s.
Your prayerful support is so appre-
ciated and so important!

Thank you for your continued
prayers for the Tim Givens family, as
well as for all our friends and neigh-
bors dealing with loss and sadness.

Sherift’s Report

This report is for activity July 14 to
July 20:

FRIDAY, JULY 14

e Michael Aylin advised while he
was at Walmart, unknown females
stole a Stihl backpack blower and
hedge trimmers from his enclosed
trailer. Aylin got into his vehicle and
followed the suspect vehicle through
the parking lot. The suspects relin-
quished the items by throwing them
outside of their vehicle, and then de-
parted the scene prior to deputies’ ar-
rival. Total estimated value of items
is $1,400. This case has been sent to
detectives for further investigation.
Deputy Edwin Grove investigated.

e Michael Fort noticed his Green
Roadvo electric assist bicycle miss-
ing from his carport. Fort is unsure
when the bicycle was taken. Fort was
unable to provide serial numbers at
the time but will later. Total estimated
value is $1,300. This case has been
sent to detectives for further investi-
gation. Deputy Donald Newsome in-
vestigated.

SATURDAY, JULY 15

A traffic stop was conducted on a
vehicle for an expired tag. The driver
was identified as Wilmer Pec-Quileb,
who did not have a valid driver’s li-
cense. Pec-Quileb was placed under
arrest and transported to the jail fa-
cility for never having possessed a
valid driver’s license. Deputy Anthony
Paul investigated.

¢ Sonni Greenwood reported un-
authorized charges against her credit
card. A subject in New Jersey ordered
an Apple watch using her information.
Greenwood did not order this item,
nor did she authorize anyone to use
her account. This report was written

for informational purposes only. Dep-
uty Donald Newsome investigated.

SUNDAY, JULY 16

* Tiffany Tindal reported Michelle
Reams being on her property after be-
ing served a trespass on Feb. 2. Tif-
fany provided video footage of Reams
on the property. Reams was located at
her camper on the neighboring prop-
erty. She was arrested for trespassing
after warning and resisting without
violence. Deputy Jake Scott investi-
gated.

* Deputy Donald Newsome re-
sponded to the Sopchoppy City Park
in reference to an unknown male ap-
proaching Timothy Herring, asking if
he wished to buy drugs. Herring stat-
ed he told the unknown male no and
the male proceeded to throw a bag of
white powder at him. The white pow-
der was tested for several different
types of substance, but no positive
results were obtained. The unknown
substance was seized for destruction.
The area was canvased for the un-
known male, but without success.

MONDAY, JULY 17

* An employee with the Dollar Gen-
eral on Shadeville Road reported an
unknown intoxicated male causing a
scene at the store. The unknown male
was upset with the store clerk for re-
fusing to sell him two cans of beer. Af-
ter getting the man calmed down and
to leave the store, the man got in his
vehicle and almost caused a wreck
with another individual as she was
pulling into the store parking lot. An
altercation between the driver and the
unknown male suspect ensued prior
to deputies’ arrival. Witness state-
ments and store video surveillance
footage was retrieved and submitted

into the case file. This case has been
sent to detectives for further investi-
gation. Deputy Dustin Matthews in-
vestigated.

* Late in the evening of July 17th a
white male suspect armed with what
appeared to be a black pistol robbed
the Dollar General in Medart. The
suspect took several cartons of ciga-
rettes as well as several thousand dol-
lars in cash from the store and fled
the scene. Deputies and detectives
along with troopers from the Florida
Highway Patrol and Wakulla Correc-
tional Institution K9 officers respond-
ed to search for the suspect. This case
is being actively investigated by detec-
tives with the Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office.

TUESDAY, JULY 18

* Deputy Arturo Cordoba respond-
ed to Jenny Lynn Drive in reference
to the complainant being threatened
by the homeowner. Upon arrival Dep-
uty Cordoba made contact with an
Inspector from the Wakulla Building
Department. The victim advised while
he was issuing a citation to the home-

owner Robert Teegen, Teegen became
belligerent and started threatening
him. The victim stated Teegen pos-
tured like he was going to hit him, so
he went back to his vehicle. Teegen
followed him back to his vehicle, still
making threats. Deputy Cordoba sub-
sequently arrested Teegen and trans-
ported him to the Wakulla County
Jail.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19

* Kelly Westberry was arrested after
taking items from the Dollar General
on Woodville Highway. Westberry was
also found to be on probation and on
pretrial release out of Leon County.
Also located during the investigation
was Michael Lane who was arrest-
ed for an outstanding warrant out of
Volusia County. Deputy Donald New-
some investigated.

Report suspicious or illegal activity
at 850-745-7100 or call 911 for emer-
gencies.

Library News — July 27

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Thursday, July 27

STEAM 4pm

Friends of the Library
General Meeting 6pm

Park Homeowners Asso-
ciation Meeting 6:30 pm
Friday, July 28

Quilting Guild 9:30am

An Evening at Hogwarts
6pm
Saturday, July 29

No programs today
Monday, July 31

No programs today

Tuesday, August 1
No childrens programs
Crafting group 9:30am
Wakulla Democratic Ex-
ecutive Committee
Wednesday, August 2
No childrens programs
Knitting group 4 pm

UPCOMING HOLIDAY
CLOSURE

e Saturday, Sept. 2 for Labor
Day

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Your local source for news.

@TheWakullaSun
www. TheWakullaSun.com

ﬂ @TheWakullaSun

lie O atbrutta

',.a.-.- W P
Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.
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HOME ON THE RANGE

New semi-auto handguns that don’t work right

By MARJ LAW

Over the last more-
than-decade, I've seen
brand new handguns that
just didn’t work right from
at least six reputable man-
ufacturers. What’s with
that?

Failure to feed, failure
to fire, failure to extract,
failure to eject, stovepipes,
pips... All these frustrating
things can happen to new
guns.

You've shelled out sev-
eral hundreds of dollars.
What do you do?

Since Joe and I belong
to the Wakulla County
Sheriff’s Office (WCSO)
range, and if we haven’t
figured an answer, we’ll
go to the range office. The
deputies behind the desk
have seen a lot and have
a tremendous wealth of
knowledge about guns.
They’re really approach-
able and happy to share
what they know. Talking
it over with one of the
deputies is a fine first step.

One of them may have
an answer. But some-
times, it’s the gun. There’s
a mechanical problem.

It’s fortunate that every
one of the manufacturers
I mentioned above guar-
antee their new guns.
Yes, you do have to send
it back, and no, unlike a
car, you don’t get one to
use while you wait. Drat.

Waiting can take from 2
to 6 weeks in most cases.
When you return your
gun, be sure to put in
a cover letter what you
observed when you tried
to shoot. Remember to in-
clude your address, email
and phone number. And
really importantly, include

the serial number of your
gun.

When your gun is re-
turned, the manufactur-
er’s repair person indi-
cates what he/she discov-
ered and what was accom-
plished to ameliorate the
problem.

Did you figure the prob-
lem out yourself? Did you
take your new gun to the
gunsmith you like? Un-
happily, messing with the
gun without sending it
back to the original man-
ufacturer can void your
warrantee. With some-
thing this expensive, you
don’t want to void your
warrantee.

Most gun sellers and
manufacturers will sug-
gest a “break in” period for
your new gun. This means
they want you to shoot
200-300 rounds through
it. Running ammunition
through your gun may
work minor kinks out.

Maybe not.

Some handguns are
picky about ammunition.
You'll notice if you’re buy-
ing a 9mm round for ex-
ample, that it’s usually
possible to find it in 115,
124 or 147-grain bullet
weight. Your gun may balk
at a lower or higher-grain
bullet. Try a few of each to
find what your gun likes
best.

Picky? Some guns pre-
fer certain brands of am-
munition. Go figure. Try
out a few before you decide
there’s a real problem with
your gun.

Feel up your ammu-
nition. Rounds from one
brand we've tried recently
have a waxy, sort of sticky
coating. We bought several
boxes of them and they all
felt gross. The gun thought
so, too and didn’t shoot
well. We got rid of those.

Seems like .22s are
particularly particular.
.22 rounds tend to be
smoky and dirty, and the
powder can be inconsis-
tent. Joe says to watch
out for some of the foreign
brands. These rounds can
leave a lot of lead in your
barrel. Did you shoot a
bunch and then notice the
gun was beginning to have

Common C
(Octopus vulagarus)

A fearsome predator and a master of camouflage,
the common octopus grows to 3ft and lives 2
years. They hunt at dawn in costal waters up to
350ft using a secreted nerve poison to paralyze
prey and a hard beak to crack shells. They hide in
crevices and can squeeze their bodies through tiny
spaces and making then escape artists. They
change color or squirt a cloud of black “ink™ to
confuse attackers. Females lay up to 500,000 eggs
but most are eaten as plankton. Octopi can learn
complex tasks like opening a jar. They are also an
important protein source for humans.

Eukarya, A,mmaha, \dollusca, Cephalopoda Octopoda, Octopodidae
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problems? Clean the .22
handgun and try again. If
cleaning’s your problem,
it’s easily addressed.

If you're adept at fer-
reting out problems with
any caliber of handgun,
look up your gun on the
internet. If you’ve had a
problem, maybe others
have experienced it as
well. They may have an-
swers for you.

Recently, I was shooting
a 9mm handgun and it
wasn’t working well. Joe
thought it might be a recoil
spring problem. What? In
a new gun?

This was not addressed
in the owner’s manual.

Joe thought the re-
coil spring might be too
heavy for the ammunition
we were using. I gener-
ally purchase 124-grain
rounds for my 9mm guns.
While the gun can certain-
ly be used for defense, I
was shooting at paper
targets and didn’t need su-
per-duper strong rounds.
The gun wasn’t shooting
well.

We fieldstripped the

Weight B 4 il

gun. For some reason, the
recoil spring was painted
red at one end. Why was
that?

Well, come to find out
some 9mm guns are meant
primarily for law enforce-
ment or military defense.
They expect a defensive
round such as a hollow
point, NATO or a +P will be
shot in these guns. When
you fieldstrip your gun,
look at the end of the re-
coil spring. You may see a
spring with red painted on
one end. This is a spring
you’ll want when shooting
those strong rounds.

On the other hand, if
you plan to use your gun
for lighter target loads, like
I was using that day, you
may need a blue-tipped
recoil spring inside.

When we saw the red
tipped spring in our tar-
get gun, Joe thought the
color might be a clue. He
came up with the thought
that the red on the spring
might be indicative of
strength. Sure enough,
when we talked to John
in the range office, he had

F E “JERAL D)
£ PERSONALDERENSE®

Stovepipe
The casing
did not eject from
the gun.

found out that same infor-
mation on the computer.
Apparently, red springs
are for the hotter loads,
and blue springs are for
the lighter ones.

Who knew? Yes, it
would have been helpful to
have seen this information
in the manual.

Is your problem a stove-
pipe? This is when the
casing of your spent round
is standing straight up in
the ejection port. Looks
like a stovepipe. It didn’t
get ejected from the gun.

Drop the magazine and
pull back the slide to let
the casing out. Check the
chamber to make sure it is
empty too.

Try shooting again. An-
other stovepipe? Try again.
Does it keep happening?

Ask a few experienced
friends to shoot your gun.
This is important. If three
friends get stovepipes too,
then you won't be accused
of “limp-wristing” your
gun. If youre accused of
limp-wristing, generally
someone means you’re
not holding the gun suffi-

WEEKLY W]LDLIFE PHOTO

i

ciently firmly and that you,
quite frankly, can’t handle
your gun.

You don’t want to hear
those words. If several peo-
ple have the same prob-
lem, it’s not you. It’s the
gun. Send it back to the
manufacturer.

Sometimes a brand new
semi-automatic handgun
doesn’t work well. If you
are going to send it back,
remember to send it to the
manufacturer and not to
the gun shop that sold it.
The warrantee is with the
manufacturer.

The downside is that
you'll be parted from your
new gun for a while. The
upside is that we've found
the manufacturers to be
honest.

Try to be patient. You
will get your gun back.

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who has
become an avid shooter in
retirement.

Retired Wakulla Sprmgs State Park Ranger Bob Thomp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park last week,
shot this photo of paper wasps on a nest.
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a peek into life on and under the water

Local writers share their experiences
, -
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Underwater
Wakulla

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports

By Carolyn Brown Treadon By Rusty Miller

Thanks to Bob Asz-
talos for the images!

Crew member were
out and about conduct-
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&= Boating Emergencies = 8,

engine is off.

Thanks to Sherrie, we
will always remember
safe boating is no acci-

Empire Mica B

Hello Wakulla
I'm picking up where I left off on my Empire

ing a routine safety pa- | Coast Guard Station dent! Mica dive on July 7.

trol and continuing With f p, ) Gty s (850) 234-4228 We made our way out to the Empire Mica and
member training. While ) Please contact us for | Kelly lowered the anchor on the port side of the
we never want to use our | Coast Guard Station more information about | wreck. On the first dive we swam to the stern of
skills in a crisis, We WOTK | Yankeetown ...........ccceeesmeeeeessnceeeesnneseeeenne (352) 447-6900 | our safe‘boating classes | the wreck and swam around the massive boilers.
to be semper paratus, |~ o0 Auxiliary or learning more about | e ascended to our safety stop and then back

always ready.

When we are out on
the water, it is a great
opportunity to practice
navigating with a chart.
You never know when
a boat may lose power,
causing the GPS to go
out. If you have spent
much time in our wa-
ters, you know there
are many areas that
have low depth that can
become dangerous in
low tide.

Another area that we
practice regularly is the
Person in the Water drill.
At any time, the cox-
swain may throw the
ring life preserver over-
board and yell “person
in the water.” Crew must
navigate how to retrieve
the ring as if it were a
person. On board, the
person at the helm re-
lies on spotters to help
direct them to the per-
son. Another prepared
the heaving line to toss

----------------------

Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12) ..
....................... (850) 284-1166

(850) 942-7500

to the person to assist
them to the boat.

One critical element in
this drill is to remember
to cut the engine when
the person is ‘rescued’
and assisted back on
board. This eliminated
the accidental engage-

ment of the propeller, a
very dangerous situation
for anyone in the water.

This is also an import-
ant reminder for those
who go out tubing and
water skiing. As people
come to the stern to
reboard, make sure the

getting involved in the
Auxiliary, check out our
website at www.usc-
gaux.net follow us on
FaceBook @ Apalachee
Bay Flotilla 12 or contact
our Flotilla Command-
er Phil Hill at pnkkh-
i1l12000@yahoo.com

If you would like to
learn more about vessel
safety checks, please

| contact Steve Hults,

Staff Officer for Vessel
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast
Guard and supports the
Coast Guard in nearly
all mission areas. The
Auxiliary was created
by Congressin 1939. For
more information, please
visit www.cgaux.org.

FWC Law Enforcement Report

From FWC

This report represents
some events the FWC
handled June 30-July 6
in the Northwest region.
(There were no cases re-

ing vessel was displaying
signs of impairment. After
a brief boating accident
investigation, a boating
under the influence in-
vestigation was conduct-
ed on the operator of the

Sikes Bridge at a high
rate of speed with several
people on board. As the
subject passed the offi-
cers, he took both hands
off the steering wheel
while the vessel was still

a vessel while under the
influence of alcohol. The
subject agreed to provide
a breath sample in which
the results were over the
legal limit for blood alco-
hol concentration. The

on the boat. We had some fruit and sandwiches
that Kelly and crew provided for us.

After about an hour and a half we put on our
gear and jumped back into the water. We de-
scended down the anchor chain but this time
George and [ went to the bow of the wreck to see
what was there.

After exploring that end we made our way
a midships and found the massive spare prop
that the Mica carried. It was impressive to say
the least.

That is where I encountered the biggest amber-
jack I have seen. It was around 70-inches long
and at least 2-feet in diameter. If I had a spear
gun and shot it he probably would have pulled
me to Cuba.

The AJ didn’t move because he was in a place
that with me above it he couldn’t move anywhere.
So I slowly moved away and he slowly swam off.

Along with the AJ there were some really big
red snapper and gag grouper. I looked at my
computer and it was going into deco so we had to
make our way back to the anchor chain and we
had to extend our safety stop for a few extra min-
utes until the computer gave the OK to surface.

Once we got back on the boat we secured our
tanks and gear for the three hour trip back to
Panama City.

I look back on the few times over the years that
I have dove the Empire Mica and am saddened
by what the ocean has done to it over the years.

This trip I saw a collapsed outline of one of the
historic ships to come through our part of the
Gulf in over 80 years.

It’s still a fantastic dive and if you have a
chance to dive it I would highly recommend it. It
should be on your list of dives to make.

Keep making bubbles.
— Russell Miller, NAUI instructor #59999

ported for Wakulla Coun- striking vessel. Standard- underway. The officers subject was transported
ty.) ized field sobriety tasks stopped the vessel for and booked into the Es-
were conducted, and the careless operation and cambia County jail.
BAY COUNTY operator was determined located an empty beer FO LLOW TH E S U N
]

e Officers Christian
Jarrell, Nicole Basford,
and Travis Basford were
on patrol in Bay County
when they responded to
call regarding a hit-and-
run boating accident in
Grand Lagoon. The of-
ficers arrived on scene
and contacted the vessels
involved in the accident.
The operator of the strik-

to be boating under the
influence. The operator
was placed under arrest
and transported to the
Bay County Jail..

ESCAMBIA COUNTY

e Officers Lugg and
Burkhead were on vessel
patrol in Pensacola Bay
when a pontoon boat
passed them under Bob

can under the operator’s
feet. When asked, the
operator, who was under
the age of 21, admitted
to drinking alcohol. Offi-
cer Burkhead conducted
field sobriety tasks on the
operator, who performed
poorly on the tasks and
showed several signs of
impairment. The officers
placed the subject un-
der arrest for operating

GULF COUNTY

* Officers responded to
a search and rescue on
St. Joe Bay the night of
July 4. A small jon boat
with a male and female
passenger was overdue.
The vessel was located a
few hours later stranded
due to low tide. The vessel
was escorted in to await-
ing family members.

Aokt UN

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.
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Is your marriage going in the wrong direction?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Husbands, do you
dread coming home?
Wives, do you hate to see
your husband’s car pull-
ing up the driveway at
the end of the workday?
Or if you’re both working,

do you no longer look
forward to sharing about
your day over dinner?

Marriage is hard. And
when you’re in a bad
place in your marriage,
the last thing you want to
dois read a column about
how to be a better hus-
band or wife. Especially
when you’re convinced
an article telling your
partner how to be a better
spouse would be much
more helpful.

Yet, here you are. And
here I am. You need en-
couragement. You crave
a miracle. And I need
inspiration on how to
share what’s in my heart
without losing half my

readers.

Remember on your
wedding day when you
pledged to love and cher-
ish your beloved for the
rest of your life? How long
did that last?

Don’t worry. [ hear you
loud and clear: “What
about my spouse’s prom-
ises to me?!” And round
and round it goes. Both
of you are miserable and
neither is willing to be the
first to do what it takes to
get your marriage moving
in the right direction.

But what’s the alter-
native? Do you really
want to continue in the
direction you’re heading?
To what end? Divorce?

Or to stay married, but
be so miserable that you
wish you’d never gotten
married in the first place?

How would it change
your marriage if, today,
you decided to change
that direction? Rather
than waiting for your
husband or wife to take
the first step, ask God for
the grace to pray Psalm
139:23 (ESV): “|O God],
see if there be any griev-
ous way in me, and lead
me in the way everlast-
ing!”

What would happen if
you allowed God to show
you the areas in which
you are wrong? To show
you any behavior that

isn’t pleasing to Him?
Then, to lead you back to
His ways?

I’'m not minimizing
your spouse’s short-
comings. But isn’t there
something better than
simply winning another
argument? What if, even
in the midst of your worst
fight, you took a step
back and began bridging
your way to peace — and
perhaps a miracle?

I know you want to be
a better spouse — the hus-
band or wife your partner
thought they married.
The husband or wife you
thought you’d be.

I find it easier to write
about being a good

spouse than to be one.
But in my six decades
of life, I've learned a few
things. In the next few
weeks, I'll share them
with you. I hope and pray
the lessons I've learned
will make your journey a
little easier.

But until next time,
take that first step toward
healing your marriage by
asking God to reveal any
“grievous way” in you.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
sales executive for Wave
94 and author of the blog,
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

After receiving my
bachelor’s in  social
work, I began applying
to different seminaries
to pursue my degree in
Divinity. One afternoon
I was speaking with a
woman in admissions at
a college I was interested
in. As she explained the
coursework and hours
involved, I could feel my
anxiety rising. There
would be 95 hours of
academic work to com-

Soar to new heights

plete. Most would be on-
line; however, I would be
required to spend time
on campus.

Her voice drifted into
the background of my
thoughts as she spoke
of courses like Greek
and Hebrew. What was
I getting myself into? I
was starting a new ca-
reer when most people
my age were retiring. At
some point, my thoughts
gained their voice, and I
began to speak of multi-
ple reasons why I could
not attend. Words like
time, family responsibil-
ity, age, inability to nav-
igate online classrooms,
and not being smart
enough poured from
my being. There was a
moment of silence, and
then she spoke, “Why
decide to lose before the
race begins.”

She was right! I had
given every reason I
would fail without con-
sidering reasons for
success. Zig Ziglar said,
“Your attitude, not your
aptitude, will determine
your altitude.” My atti-
tude had only considered
my inabilities, not my
abilities. I had not con-
sidered how God would
lead me to the right de-
cision, giving me knowl-
edge and discernment.
My altitude was quickly
plummeting like a falling
star whose light was ex-
tinguished. I needed to
reset my attitude.

My reset came
through reading the
scripture. In committing
my studies to the Lord,
He would help me find
success (Proverbs 16:3).
I had no reason to fear
academic challenges be-

cause God would lead
me. If T found myself
troubled, I could trust
Him to strengthen, help,
and lift me with His righ-
teousness (Isaiah 41:10).
My faith in Him would
determine the heights of
my altitude. Neverthe-
less, I would have to ap-
ply considerable work to
my aptitude.

The same philosophy
applies to everyday life
and our decision to soar
or plummet. I know life
is not perfect. There will
always be outside cir-
cumstances that occur.
Some days feel like a
month of Mondays with
no end. Yet when we
claim the promises of
God over our lives, even
a Monday can become
a day filled with possi-
bility. Possibility? Yes!
Because all things are

possible through Christ
Jesus, who strengthens
us (Philippians 4:13),
including Greek and He-
brew.

In our lives, we will al-
ways need the strength-
ening of Christ. A dear
friend recently gave me
a refrigerator magnet
that reads, “Not today,
Satan.” Honestly, days
will come when we need
to proclaim, “Not Today,”
asserting our faith in Je-
sus. Through Jesus, we
can reach new possibil-
ities and heights with
God. Spiritually speak-
ing, plummeting stars
can regain their light
and be reset in our sky
when we trust the Lord.

I do not know where
you are today or what
you are facing. I do know
you do not have to face
anything alone. When

you listen to His voice
and do what is required,
every tool you need to
succeed will be found
(Ist Kings 2:3). That is
a promise He has made
to each of us. Make the
choice; choose today to
soar beyond man’s lim-
itations and into God’s
presence.

Jeremiah  29:11-13
For I know the plans I
have for you says the
Lord. They are plans for
good and not for evil, to
give you a future and
hope. In those days
when you pray, I will
listen. You will find me
when you seek me if you
look for me in earnest.

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchoppy
United Methodist Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

By JAMES SNYDER

Have you ever had the
feeling that you've been
hoodwinked? You can’t
point out the specifics,
but something deep in-
side suggests you have
been.

The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage and I
had a wonderful vaca-
tion at St. Augustine,
one of our favorite places
to go.

Something happened
toward the end of our
vacation that led me
to suspect I was hood-
winked, but I couldn’t
unwind the situation yet.

The toilet in our bath-
room had clogged, and
The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage went
to the front desk to get a
plunger.

She brought the
plunger back to our room
and for several minutes
tried fixing our toilet. I
heard her in there work-
ing on it, but she didn’t
seem to be able to fix it,
which surprised me.

I walked by the bath-
room, looked in, and
said something stupid,
“Can I help you with
that?”

The problem with that
question was the re-
sponse from my wife.
“Yes, you can. Come in
here and see if you can
unplug the toilet.”

I had no expectation of
fixing this problem; I just
wanted to sound friend-
ly. After a few severe
plunges, all of a sudden,
the toilet was unplugged
and working perfectly.

Looking at me, my

wife said, “Wow, you
fixed it. You did a great
job.”

Not realizing or no-
ticing the hoodwinked
element of what she was
saying, I smiled and re-
sponded, “I'm so glad I
could help.”

Driving home the next
day, she mentioned sev-
eral times that she was
truly grateful for the
wonderful job I did with
the toilet.

After an hour of
driving and listening, I
sensed something was
wrong. I could not put
my fingers on it, but I felt
something was wrong
somewhere in the atmo-
sphere I was living in.

We returned from our
trip, unpacked, and re-
turned to our routine.

The next day about
the middle of the morn-
ing, The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage
came to my office and
said, “I was wondering,
could you come and help
me with something?”

A leg on one of her
tables needed to be re-
placed, and she could

Sopchoppy  Sunday School
United
Methodist

9:45 a.m.
Worship ' a.m.

not unscrew the bolt that
held it together.

Looking at me, she
said, “Do you think you
could unscrew that bolt
for me?”

I have screwed up
many things, but very
few have [ unscrewed. So
I picked up the wrench,
and after several min-
utes of struggling, I final-
ly got it loose. I smiled at
my wife and said, “There
you are, my dear.” Then I
walked back to my office.

For the next several
days, she called me to
help her fix something,
and most of them I could
not fix. Maybe I can un-
screw a screw or a bolt,
but that’s the extent of
my fix-it ability.

At supper that night,
she smiled at me and
said, “I still can’t get over
how you fixed that toilet
on our vacation.”

As she smiled at me,
I saw some twinkle in
her eye that caused me
to think something was
amiss. I'm not skilled in
the hoodwinking busi-

As if I really could

ness, but I was begin-
ning to think that the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage was. She is
excellent in many things,
and I’'m beginning to
understand that if any-
body can hoodwink me,
it is her.

Am I being hood-
winked? And if so, what
do I do about it?

I had to think this
thing through in de-
veloping a plan that
would work. She can see
through many things, so
I had to develop some-
thing to the far right of
her seeing ability.

I devised a plan but
did not think I could go
through with it. After all,
there would be a lot of
plotting and, eventually,
a drop or two of blood.
But it might be worth it
if I do it correctly.

Not too long after, she
called on me for another
fix-it project. I had gone
over this plot in my mind
100 times and was hop-
ing it would work.

She appeared at the

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

First Bagﬂ?t(
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door of my office one
morning and asked,
“Can you help me fix
something? I've been
working on it all morn-
ing. I just cannot get it
right.” Then she flashed
a smile at me.

I flashed a smile back
and followed her to her
latest fix-it project. She
had a dresser on the
back porch she was try-
ing to fix. One draw-
er was stuck, and she
could not get the screw
out to enable the drawer
to come out.

She handed me the
screwdriver and said, “I
just can’t get that screw
out.”

I sighed very deeply
because [ knew that it
was now or never. I bent
over with the screwdriver
to be a little bit out of
her sight, and as I was
working on the screw, I
pinched my left thumb
so that it would start to
bleed, and then I yelled,
“Ouch.”

I turned around and
showed her my bloodied
thumb, and boy, was it
paining. She looked at
me rather frightened and
said, “Come with me to
the bathroom, and Ill fix
your thumb.”

Some things are worth
it.

I couldn’t help but
think of a verse in the
Bible, “For it is better, if
the will of God be so, that
ye suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing” (1
Peter 3:17).

Sometimes it is better
not to correct something
but rather “suffer for well
doing.” I'm still trying to
learn that.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, e-mail
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.
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Janet Fossler Allen

Janet Fossler Allen, 71, of Crawfordville, passed
away at her home on Thursday July 20, 2023.

DEATH NOTICES

She was born on Feb. 15, 1952 in Fort Lauder-
dale to Emil and Helen Fossler. At 14 she met a
young neighbor to her cousin, Herbert “James”
Allen. They were married a short 5 years later in
Margate on Aug. 15, 1970. James and Janet made
a home in Wakulla County on the small plot of
land where they raised their children, livestock,
and many family pets.

Janet devoted most of her professional life to
Shadeville Elementary School serving as admin-
istrative secretary, supporting thousands of stu-
dents and four principals. After a brief retirement,
she returned as the school’s bookkeeper before
fully retiring in 2016. Janet loved to read books
and her beloved Bible. She dabbled in quilting;
something gained genetically from her mother.

She most enjoyed visits and vacations with her
children, but more importantly her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. She would spend hours
with them reading books, playing cards, and just
about anything else they would want.

She is survived by her husband of 54 years,
James Allen; her brother, John A. Fossler;
three children, Tim (Jenny), Jennifer (Joe), and

Travis (Diana); her heart’s biggest treasures,
her six grandchildren: Sylvia, Sharee, Quaid,
Thomas, Emilia “Millie,” Isla Grey, and her four
great-grandchildren Haidyn, Piper, Harper, and
Bentley who will carry her in their memory. Janet
will also be remembered and survived by many
in-laws, cousins, nephews, nieces, and hundreds
of friends.

She was known for her work ethic, kindness,
and her unwavering love of friends and family.
Mama, Grandma, Memaw, Sis, Sugardoll... no
matter what we knew you by, we love you and
miss you dearly.

Please join us for a celebration of life at the
Wakulla Church of Christ; Wednesday, July
26 at 11 a.m. In lieu of flowers please consider
making a memorial donation in honor of Janet to
the Pulmonary Hypertension Association. www.
phassociation.org

Skip and Trey Young along with Paula and
Kimberly are assisting the family. Family Funer-
al Home at Harvey Young Chapel, Crawfordville.
850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com.

o Carol Ann Paulk, 65, of Carrabelle, died July 19, 2023.

« Bonnah Commander, 64, of Crawfordville, died July 22, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfthc.com

o Linda Parker, 81, of Carrabelle, died July 18, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfthc.com

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel. 850-926-5919, www.familyfhc.com

« Linda Sharpton, 75, of Tallahassee, died July 21, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com.

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE —
New academic stan-
dards adopted by the
state Board of Edu-
cation this week that
guide instruction about
African American his-
tory have riled critics
— including numerous
teachers and Demo-
cratic lawmakers — as
state officials defended
the changes.

The new standards,
approved by the state
board Wednesday, are
designed to guide les-
sons from kindergarten
through high school.

“As age-appropriate,
we go into some of the
tougher subjects, all
the way into the begin-
nings of the slave trade,
Jim Crow laws, the
civil-rights movement
and everything that
occurred throughout
our history,” state Ed-
ucation Commissioner
Manny Diaz Jr. said.

For example, the kin-
dergarten standards
focus on teaching stu-
dents about important
historical figures.

“Recognize African
American inventors and
explorers (i.e., Lonnie
Johnson [inventor],
Mae C. Jemison, George
Washington Carver),”
the kindergarten stan-
dards require.

One part of the high-
school standards di-
rects students to de-
scribe “the contribu-
tions of Africans to so-
ciety, science, poetry,
politics, oratory, liter-
ature, music, dance,
Christianity and ex-
ploration in the Unit-
ed States from 1776-
1865.”

Ahead of what was
nearly an hour of pub-

Weekly Roundup: Dispute over standards

lic comment, Diaz also
pushed back on asser-
tions by groups such as
the Florida Education
Association teachers
union and the NAACP
Florida State Confer-
ence that the standards
“omit or rewrite key his-
torical facts about the
Black experience” and
ignore state law about
required instruction.

Members of the
public who spoke out
against the standards
echoed some of the or-
ganizations’ criticisms
and pointed to specific
parts of the proposed
curriculum.

“These new stan-
dards present only half
the story and half the
truth. When we name
political figures who
worked to end slavery
but leave anyone who
worked to keep slavery
legal nameless, kids
are forced to fill in the
blanks for themselves,”
said Carol Cleaver, an
Escambia County sci-
ence teacher.

Multiple Central Flor-
ida Democratic state
lawmakers also were
present at Wednesday’s
meeting, joining educa-
tors who addressed the
board in questioning
the standards.

Rep. Anna Eskama-
ni, D-Orlando, point-
ed to part of the mid-
dle-school standards
that would require in-
struction to include
“how slaves developed
skills which, in some
instances, could be ap-
plied for their personal
benefit.”

“l am very concerned
by these standards,
especially ... the notion
that enslaved people
benefited from being
enslaved. It’s inaccu-
rate and a scary stan-
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dard for us to establish
in our educational cur-
riculum,” Eskamani
said.

Sen. Geraldine
Thompson, a Winder-
mere Democrat, took
issue with another part
of the standards, cit-
ing a section requiring
high-school instruction
that “includes acts of
violence perpetrated
against and by African
Americans but is not
limited to 1906 Atlanta
Race Riot, 1919 Wash-
ington, D.C. Race Riot,
1920 Ocoee Massacre,
1921 Tulsa Massacre
and the 1923 Rosewood
Massacre.”

Thompson’s Senate
district includes Ocoee,
where Black people
were Kkilled on election
day in 1920 by a mob
of white residents. The
violence took place after
Moses Norman, an Afri-
can American resident,
was denied the right to
vote.

Thompson objected
to wording in the stan-
dards that said violence
was perpetrated “by”
African Americans.

“When you look at
the history currently,
it suggests that the
massacre was sparked
by violence from Afri-
can Americans. That’s
blaming the victim.
When in fact, it was
other individuals who
came into the Black
community and killed
individuals, burned
homes and schools and
lodges,” said Thomp-
son, a former teacher
and college adminis-
trator.

But Paul Burns,
chancellor of the De-
partment of Education’s
Division of K-12 Public
Schools, disputed many
of the criticisms of the
new standards.

“For the folks in
the media and in the
teachers union who are
watching, we want you
to please pay close at-
tention because you've

been peddling, really, a
false narrative,” Burns
said.

‘BUREAUCRATIC
MORASS’

The Florida Rights
Restoration Coalition
and other plaintiffs
this week filed a fed-
eral lawsuit accusing
Gov. Ron DeSantis and
other officials of failing
“to realize the promise”
of a 2018 constitutional
amendment aimed at
restoring voting rights
of felons who have com-
pleted their sentences.

Calling Florida a “na-
tional embarrassment,”
the lawsuit described a
“bureaucratic morass”
encountered by felons
trying to find out if they
are eligible to vote.

The issue is rooted
in a controversial 2019
law that DeSantis and
the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature
passed to carry out the
constitutional amend-
ment. The law said vot-
ing rights would be
restored “upon comple-
tion of all terms of their
sentence including pa-
role or probation.” It
also required felons to
pay “legal financial ob-
ligations” — fees, fines
and other court costs
— associated with their
convictions before they
could be eligible to vote.

Wednesday’s lawsuit
accused state and local
officials of thwarting
the intent of what was
known as Amendment
4, which 65 percent
of Florida voters sup-
ported.

“The defendants have
used the legislative
process, criminal en-
forcement and taxpayer
dollars to frustrate the
will of Florida voters,
as expressed in their
overwhelming support
for Amendment 4, to
return the franchise to
more than 1.4 million
citizens in Florida,” the
74-page lawsuit, filed

\RAR HARRISON Moyes
BAIL BONDS

in the federal Southern
District of Florida, said.

Defendants include
DeSantis, Secretary
of State Cord Byrd,
supervisors of elec-
tions, county clerks of
court, members of the
state Commission on
Offender Review, Flor-
ida Department of Law
Enforcement Commis-
sioner Mark Glass and
Department of Correc-
tions Secretary Ricky
Dixon.

The lawsuit, in part,
asks a judge to order
the state “to establish a
reliable statewide data-
base that allows people
with prior felony con-
victions” to determine
whether they have out-
standing legal financial
obligations or are eligi-
ble to vote.

TAKING ON
TURNOVER

Amid heavy turnover,
New College of Florida
officials are in the pro-
cess of filling 36 faculty
positions ahead of the
fall semester.

New College has se-
cured signed offer let-
ters for 15 incoming
visiting faculty mem-
bers as it seeks to ad-
dress what Provost
Brad Thiessen called a
“ridiculously high” level
of turnover compared to
previous years.

A presentation given
Monday to a commit-
tee of the New College
Board of Trustees de-
tailed various reasons
that faculty members
will be “out for at least
one semester.”

For example, six fac-

ulty members have re-
tired, six have resigned
and six took leave with-
out pay. Another 16
faculty members will
be out for reasons such
as being assigned re-
search leave or being
on family leave.

The current vacan-
cies would account
for about a third of
the small liberal-arts
school’s total faculty,
as the most recently
published information
on the New College web-
site said the campus
had 94 full-time faculty
members. Fall classes
are scheduled to begin
Aug. 28.

STORY OF THE
WEEK: The State
Board of Education on
Wednesday approved
new academic stan-
dards for instruction
about African American
history, after numerous
teachers from across
Florida objected to the
changes and asked the
board to put the pro-
posal on hold.

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK: “Florida cannot
have safe and secure
elections if people do
not have clarity ... and
the state needs to own
up to its responsibili-
ty.” — Desmond Meade,
executive director of
the Florida Rights Res-
toration Coalition, on
a lawsuit challenging
the state’s implementa-
tion of a constitutional
amendment aimed at
restoring felons’ voting
rights.

Financial Products
/ Services

Investments

BRIAN C.

ChFC’

IGHEST STANDARD

(===

ENGLISH

OF KNOWLEDGE & TRUST

RETIEMENT
INCOME

FOUNDATION
Your donation will help keep
the presses running.

850-926-2299

Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center
www.wakullabailbonds.com

Chartered
Financial Consultant®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
401(k) Rollovers |nation is issued by The American College after acquiring
® specialized knowledge on advanced re-
926-7487 CAS L tirement and estate planning strategies.
Securities prd ucts n d d ¥ so y seri ces b fered thra § Pa k Av nue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA,

SIPC. Guardian, its ies, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affiliated
with the Flp idaR etirement Sy tem. 205- 620 XP5/T

Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers

CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

Gerau Brown P[‘,o{:oguilha
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NEWSPAPER
EDUCATION
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USE THE NEWS

1. DEVASTATING

DELAY
Effects from the
current heatwave

have been felt all
over the world. Pas-
sengers of a flight
that was scheduled
to go from Las Ve-
gas, Nevada, to At-
lanta, Georgia, felt
the heat when their
plane was delayed
for more than three
hours waiting for
takeoff. The tempera-
ture inside the plane
reached over 100 de-
grees as it sat in the
114-degree Las Ve-
gas heat. Three peo-
ple fell ill from the ex-
treme heat inside the
plane and had to be
taken off for medical
treatment and the
flight was eventual-
ly cancelled. Write
a letter as if you are
the president of Del-
ta responding to the
news coverage about
the flight delay and
how the extreme heat
affected passengers.

2. TORNADO
TROUBLE

A tornado in North
Carolina could lead to
medication shortages
at hospitals across
the United States.
The tornado touched
down mnear Rocky
Mount, North Caro-
lina, where it ripped
the roof off a factory
owned by Pfizer, a
company that makes
medicines. The facto-
ry makes drugs used

in surgeries and
to treat infections;
while Pfizer does

make the Covid-19
vaccine, it isn’t made
at the North Carolina
factory. While Pfiz-
er works to fix the
building, there will
likely be shortages
of the medications in
hospitals across the
US who depend on
the company. Write
a short news article
about the incident
that informs people
about the effect of
the tornado and what
could happen in the
future as a result.

3. DOG DAY
AFTERNOON

More than 500
golden retrievers and
their owners met in
the Scottish High-
lands to celebrate
anniversary of the
first litter of golden
retriever puppies,
which were born in
1868. The event was
part of the Guisachan
Gathering, a five-day
festival hosted by
the Golden Retriev-
er Club of Scotland
every five years and
held on the grounds
where the first litter
was born. Golden re-

trievers are the third
most popular dog in
the United States
(can you guess the
first two?) and were
a cross between the
flat-coated retriever
and the now-extinct
tweed water spaniel.
If you were a jour-
nalist, write an arti-
cle about this event,
write down who you
would talk to (like at-
tendees, event orga-
nizers, etc.) and what
questions you would
ask them in order to
get both important
facts and person-
al anecdotes to put
your story together.
Think about outside
sources that you

could also look to for
information.

4. A PLANET PAIR

Astronomers re-
cently reported new
evidence of two plan-
ets sharing the same
orbit around their
star. They discov-
ered a cloud of debris
following the same
orbit of a planet in
the constellation
Centaurus, which is
370 light-years away
from Earth. It’s be-
lieved that the cloud
of debris is either a
planet being formed
or the remains of a
planet that has bro-
ken apart. While sci-

www.thewakullasun.com

School distribution
sponsored by

entists have seen a
planet sharing its
orbit with asteroids,
this is the first pos-
sible evidence of two
planets paired to-
gether. Think about
how our position in
relation to the sun
affects the planet—
whether it’s day or
night, what season
it is, how hot or cold
it gets. If a planet
were circling in the
same orbit as Earth
but was always on
the opposite side of
the sun, how might
life on that planet
be different? Write
down some ideas
and share with your
classmates.

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

5. NO SHADE

As the actors’ and
writers’ strikes con-
tinue in Hollywood,
NBCUniversal is be-
ing investigated for
their landscaping
choices. A row of Fi-
cus trees that stood
over the  writers’
picket line, providing
shade from the Cali-
fornia sun, were cut
back and left with
only branches and a
few leaves. A spokes-
person for NBCUni-
versal said the trees
were trimmed for
safety before the start
of “high-wind sea-
son,” but the city of
Los Angeles is inves-

commrrrep 1O SUCCESS

tigating whether the
trees were trimmed
without a permit. The
writers’ guild and ac-
tors’ union called it a
tactic meant to make
picketing more dif-
ficult in the extreme
heat. Write a short
paragraph about the
perspectives of both
sides in this story:
Why do you think
picketing, or a group
standing together
and protesting with
signs, chants, etc., is
important for people
who are on strike?
Why do you think a
company might want
to stop their workers
from picketing?

THIS 1S THE PRACTICE OF
SPENDING QUIET TIME
OUTDOORS AMONG THE TREES.

ONIHLYG 153404 *HIMSNY

What’s the Difference?

There are four differences between Picture A
and Picture B. Can you find them all?

Yovq ut 2243 23p21dn(J “p A10Y pappo
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THIS DAY IN...

29
HISTORY

*1973: GREEKS VOTE
TO ABOLISH THE
MONARCHY.

* 2005: ASTRONOMERS
ANNOUNCE THEIR DIS-
COVERY OF THE DWARF
PLANET ERIS.

* 2021: THE INTERNA-
TIONAL SPACE STATION
TEMPORARILY SPINS

OUT OF CONTROL, MOVING
INTHE 1SS 45 DEGREES
OUT OF ATTITUDE,
FOLLOWING AN ENGINE
MALFUNCTION.

RECREATION

activity done
for enjoyment

5 (e

ENGLISH: Park
SPANISH: Parque
ITALIAN: Parco
FRENGCH: Parc

GERMAN: Park

MANY NATIONAL FPARKS ARE LOW
ORNO COST TO ENTER
AND OFFER A NUMBER
OF DIFFERENT
ACTIVITIES.

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?

JAdNYI - AIMSNY




www.thewakullasun.com

THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, July 27, 2023 — Page 11

TOoOvToOwWCIOMIUOCLL-HOON >
WETMHIErMErA>»XXo00noo=2o0=2
VWNPoOXHIEI<OEZTZCccmo» X<TWw
Hrcom<rr=- mMoH-oO0TMIX=Hr -

TMMrr2=0VIrMOOVVOX-ITTT—-=mM
I r=Ccu-uvrHAHxHOXX>=<X0>»0X
W=ro>INMmMCZ20O0Z2MZ2Z2roo0ovwvwcnN
O=ZTVOVHHI>X U OMMXT-TTIMOO
r-uo=mmMmMo=2U0U-I<=Z=no==Z—-0nnox

FM=ETOZ2>>0MMXOXNOHH>2<W0VMO
>D>CmMOoOZ2mMmMozZmuyvymozHIX=CcCcounr >
Z2-nroroxXcHC=E=E=wmw-—-=0vvnLox
OW>»O0O-IMZ20WO0OUVTMOU=E—-TW=7

O=UVH-MMCHOUOUOMF==mMMmMm<u0nLoXrx>»cCc

<C=EXuvomMr<dmrno>» -00TW®

cCoCcCmoXxXxc=XNmMmICcovTH9UOTUOL®

TOTM=EZ=XmMmuvmwumIIHCoor =<1

M<AI>P»PO0<<O<<UAHP>PFIXU-HD>PICTIr

> <MITAXOUNVHO=ZINDP>P>P2209300T

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

STAR SPANGLED WORD SEARCH

STZ2MmMHOTUVAOTONVNOXITITOoO=Z2XIXCorr

WORDS

AMERICA
BACKYARD
BURGER
CELEBRATE
DESSERT
FLAG
FOURTH
FRANKFURTER
GATHERING
GRILLING
GUESTS
HOLIDAY
ICE CREAM
INDEPENDENCE
LEMONADE
POOL
ROCKETS
SKY
SPANGLED
STAR
SUMMER
SUNSHINE
UNITED
WARM

CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS

1. Bonus materials

7. Formal names

13. Free from restraints
14. One who scrapes
away

16. Type of device

17. Skin cancers

19. The Show Me State
20. Plate glasses

22. Red-brown sea bream
23. Small (Fr.)

25. Flightless Australian
birds

26. High IQ group

28. Stiff structures

29. Revolutions per
minute

30. Where a bachelor
lives

31. Licensed for Wall
Street

33. A place to park

34. Energy, style and
enthusiasm

36. An important creed in
Catholic Church

38. 18-year astronomical
period

40. Furies

41. Removes from the
record

43. Noted child psychia-
trist

44, Feline

45. High schoolers’ test
47. Not happy

48. They __

51. On top

53. Precious stones unit
of weight

55. Moved quickly

56. Seagulls

58. A seed with hooks or
teeth

59. Partner to “oohed”
60. Exclamation of sur-
prise

61. Most unpleasant

64. Organization help
service members

65. Type of cockatoo
67. Humorous criticisms
69. Went through and
organized

70. Wakes up

CLUES DOWN

1. Settle in tents

2. Big

3. Books

4. Masses of eggs in fish
5. Language

6. Not standing

7. Chinese philosophy
8. Computer giant

9. A device to catch

10. Emits coherent radi-
ation

11. Actor O'Neill

.1

4 5 6

13

16

12. Smallest interval in
western music

13. Not lower

15. Revolves

18. Leavened bread

21. Number above the
line in a fraction

24. Cable

26. Adult male

27. Airborne (abbr.

30. Bullfighting maneu-
vers

32. Broadcast

35. __ Angeles

37. Vehicle

38. Not religious

39. North American
peoples

42. A baglike structure
43. Body art (slang)

46. Picked for a role

47. Actress Tomei

49. Former hoopster “Big
Country”

50. Icelandic poems

52. More pleasant

54, It can add flavor to
meat

55. Self-immolation by
fire rituals

57. Expression of annoy-
ance

59.__ Spumante (Italian
wine)

62. Consumed

63. Body part

66. Thus

68. In reply (abbr.)

WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to community papers.
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Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it
gets to solve the puzzle!

Guess Whe?

| am an athlete born in New York

on July 27, 1975. | was signed by a

Major League Baseball team at age 17
as one of the most promising prospects

in history. | led the American League
in home runs five times.
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CLASSIFIEDS MARKET

HOME OF THE $:3

UP TO 20 WORDS

"LASSIFIED AD

B PER

DISPLAY ADS 8 &Y £6¢

Q ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD Q INCH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

Locally owned and gperated
Monthly Service,
Starting $175

Residential
& Commercial
Sorry email or text for more information
Inground Tony (850) 284-2205 Over 10 yrs. experience!
pools only VWintonspoolservices@gmail.com

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768

michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

D010 goadtsolar.com

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978
Spring Special
Mention this ad -Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

e Small Engine Repair ¢« Automotive Repairs
e Tire Sales & Service » Carport & Portable Building Sales

850-926-2338

3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Land
Clearing

Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

e Rt
4 4% EQU\PN«S&
850-933-8505

FREE ESTIMATES

TERRENCE BRITTEN

Sales Manager

B & 919.452.1847 » terrence.britten@securitynational.com

No matter your situation, we have products that can help with your end of life
needs.
You need options. We have them.

Security National
“a i

Contact Terrence for a quote today!

VWe're also looking for agents and managers o join
our team! [ this sounds lile you, lels talk!

ﬂ & AIR CONDITIONING
Services REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial * Residential  Fast and Reliable Scheduling
M A & W Services Heating & Air

is The Authority on HVAC Repairs,
. Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

(850) 504-6053

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tuallahassee, FL. 32303
Ovwer 60 years combined experience * Lic. # CAC1815061

20Years
Experience

e Certified
;== Arborist

TRIMMING

TIMBERS
TREE REMOVAL &
STUMP GRINDING

Ben Burns FREE Estimates
850.591.8351 Licensed & Insured

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425

GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Gene Darby
850-251-9122
Mowing - Edging - Trimming

Sidewalk/Driveways
Pressurewashing

qicensed &“Insured ™

Great Prices - Great ‘Work

‘Wakulla Lawn Ranger

FOR SALE RENTALS
Raw Wildflower honey W

& Hand Crafted Soaps
<
Wakulla Reatty
| —

All Locally Produced
850-026-2658
“Specializing in
Wakulla County”

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at
baileysbeesonline

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. S%gﬁ’a
Positions starting at $14. Hr. Broker

ROCKY'’S — MEDART ; (850) 926-5084

(8 50)926' 4353 Sonya@wakullarealty.com
e L
Now Hiring!
Wakulla Real Estate Sales,
Correctional Listings & Rental
Institution Management
Starting salary Storage
§41f,16(:)0 EO $4;l2,225%00 Unit Rentals
enefits Package = ,
Call 850-617-0711 | | 8X10-$66.65
www.fldocjobs.com 10x12 - $98.90

SERVICES Karen
Williams
Crum’s Home Detail Broker / Associate
Chris Crum (1(85%) 36117-212279
aren@wakullareal y.COm
850-694-4832

Pressure & soft washing, roof [E —— ]

& gutter cleaning, concrete

. ; 10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville
sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

WAKULLAREALTY.COM
LEATHER REPAIR / _
REFURBISH Blig Bend Hospice
850'766'4562 Vig Bend Hospice is seekihg

direct patient care volunteers

. to provide companionship

and respite services in
Wakulla County.

pu are interested in lear

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

P 850-518-0238

E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS @ YAHOO.COM
W sunshinesolarpanels.net
Licensed

& Insured 3 0 + iﬁﬁgl}csg

ORGOTTEN COAST
TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
Travs Playton

text or call
Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing
Concrete Removal Grading
Demolition Driveways

Liclensed & Ins

CoMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
WooD ¢ VINYL ¢« CHAIN LINK ¢ ALUMINUM

830)| 9269455
GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com
| 1 |

* MASSAGE - FACIALS
- BODY TREATMENTS

Www.sunraysspa.com
.

info@sunraysspa.com
AN
Sunrays Spa

Easy Online Scheduling
Relax Revive Rejuvenate

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

850-745-6122

Follow us on &1 .
MM43237

Vecteezy.com

FICTITIOUS NAME

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to
engage in business under the fictitious name of

BACKYARD OASIS
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Backyard Oasis Maintained by Saxon, LLC is doing business as Backyard
Qasis. Please call/text 850.766.4642 for your swimming pool maintenance
needs. Email backyardoasis.saxon@gmail.com Published on July 27, 2023

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
DIANE G. HARRELL,
DECEASED.
CASE NO. 2023-CP- 68

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE
ABOVE ESTATE:

You are hereby notified that an Order For Summary Administration has
been applied for in the Estate of DIANE G. HARRELL, Deceased, Wakulla
Circuit Probate Case No. 2023-CP-68 with the Circuit Court for Wakulla
County, Florida, the address of which is Wakulla County Courthouse, 3056
Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327; that the decedent’s date of
death was August 13, 2022; that the estimated net value of the estate is
ZERO after funeral and estate administration expenses and homestead and
exempt property are removed; and that the estate is being assigned 100% to
BARNEY HARRELL, JR., the decedent’s surviving spouse, whose address
is P.O. Box 291, Sopchoppy, FL 32358.

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the decedent’s estate and persons having claims or demands
against the decedent's estate other than those for whom provision for full
payment has been made in the Order Of Summary Administration must file
their claims and demands with this Court WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET
FORTH INF.S.733.702. ALL CLAIMS AND DEMANDS NOT SO FILED WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER APPLICABLE
TIME PERIODS. ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER
THE DECEDENT'S DEATH IS FOREVER BARRED.

DATE OF DECEDENT’S DEATH - August 13, 2022.

DATE OF FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE JULY 20, 2023.
WILLIAM H. WEBSTER BARNEY HARRELL, JR

Attorney at Law PETITIONER

P.0O. Box 4 P.0. Box 291
HOSfOI'd, FL 32334 Sopchoppy, FL 32358
850 443-5901

billwebsterlaw@yahoo.com

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER

July 20, 27, 2023

NOTICE OF FINAL AGENCY ACTION TAKEN

Notice of Final Agency Action Taken by
the Northwest Florida Water Management District

Notice is given that Environmental Resource permit number
IND-129-312692-1 was issued on July 7, 2023, to Tallahassee
Memorial Healthcare, Inc. for the construction of a new surface
water management system. The project is located south of the
intersection of US 319 and McCallister Road in Crawfordville,
Wakulla County.

The application file is available online and can be accessed
through the District’s e-Permitting Portal at:

https://permitting.sjrwmd.com/nwepermitting/jsp/Search.
do?theAction=PermitNumSearch. If you have any questions or
are experiencing difficulty viewing the electronic application,
please contact us at (850) 951-4660.

Aperson whose substantial interests are affected by the District
permitting decision may petition for an administrative hearing
in accordance with Sections 120.569 and 120.57, Florida
Statutes, or may choose to pursue mediation as an alternative
remedy under Section 120.573, Florida Statutes, and Rules
28-106.111 and 28-106.401-404, Florida Administrative
Code. Petitions must comply with the requirements of Florida
Administrative Code, Chapter 28-106 and be filed with (received
by) the District Clerk located at District Headquarters, 81
Water Management Drive, Havana, FL 32333- 4712. Petitions
for administrative hearing on the above application must be
filed within twenty-one (21) days of publication of this notice
or within twenty-six (26) days of the District depositing notice
of this intent in the mail for those persons to whom the District
mails actual notice. Failure to file a petition within this time
period shall constitute a waiver of any right(s) such person(s)
may have to request an administrative determination (hearing)
under Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S., concerning the
subject permit. Petitions which are not filed in accordance with
the above provisions are subject to dismissal.

Because the administrative hearing process is designed to
formulate final agency action, the filing of a petition means
that the District’s final action may be different from the position
taken by it in this notice. Persons whose substantial interests
will be affected by any such final decision of the District on
the application have the right to petition to become a party to
the proceedings, in accordance with the requirements set forth
above. Jul 27,2023

ECONOMY

AUTO SALVAGE

|
A & 4

IN-STOCK INVENTORY

VETERANS
45% OFF }%

850-421-2277
Monday-Friday 8:00-5:30
Saturday 8:00-2:00

http://www.economyautoandtruck.com
572 Woodville Hwy. 1 Mile N of Wakulla Station
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Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree

Blues Meets Girl was one of nine musical acts that performed at Palaver Tree Theater’s
Chomp n Stomp festival on Saturday.

Are you looking for a rewarding career opportunity?

BIG BEND HOSPICE IS HIRING!

Join our First Commerce Center for
Compassionate Care Team and be
part of a healthcare organization
that prioritizes patient-centered
care and professional development!

We currently have positions available for:
« Charge Nurse RN, IPU Team

* RN, IPU Team

« CNA, IPU Team

+ Clinical Support Specialist, IPU Team

« and more!

APPLY TODAY! CALL US AT 850-878-5310

To see more available positions, visit
www.bigbendhospice.org/careers

Local favorite The Dusty Gravelelers with their all-original Wakulla based music.

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN g Bend Hospice

your hometown hospice, licensed since 1983

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOLS ,
Vi

HIRING

All vacancies are located in Wakulla County, Florida

COME JOIN US
SCAN ME & APPLY CERTIFIED \ SCAN ME & APPLY CLASSIFIED

Wﬂé& A aé%%mo@ b

all positions. All interested candidates should apply
online at wakullaschooldistrict.org or call
Human Resources at (850) 926-0065.

* High School Music Teacher ¢ Elementary Education K-6 ¢ IT Technicians

* Assistant Band Director * Secondary Teachers 612  * Custodial Staff

* Band Teacher  ESE Teachers * Bus Drivers

* Media Specialist » Technology Teacher * Paraprofessionals

* Art Teacher  Elementary Music Teacher

APPLY AT: WWW.WakullaSchoolDistrict. ORG
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On the Horizon

www.thewakullasun.com

Calendar of events for the week of July 27

Thursday, July 27
o Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at TCC Wakulla at 8:30
a.m.
« The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held at 7 p.m. at
475 Arran Road in Crawfordville, every Thursday. There
will be concessions and raftles.
« Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga with Nellie
at 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages available at New Posh
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, July 28
o Christmas After Dark, a fundraiser for the Wakulla Senior
Center, will be held at the senior center from 6 to 9 p.m.
Tickets are $60, available at Wakulla Sun office.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8 p.m. every
Friday at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tickets

Saturday, July 29
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday;, July 31
» Wakulla County School Board meeting for budget hear-
ing at 5:45 p.m. at the School Board Office.
» County Commissioners Historic Preservation Committee
meeting, 4 p.m. in the county administrative conference
room.
o The Wakulla Respite Program is available weekly for
anyone with memory impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
« Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative Yoga at 6 p.m. with
Zoe. Classes are $12, at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville
Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at
(850) 528-5838.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, August 1
o Sopchoppy community dinner is held every week at the
Towles House at 6:30 p.m.
+ Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, August 2
+Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, Wednesday, First Class
- 11 a.m. Wakulla Community Center. Bring a Mat. Come
early to sign in. Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2. Per
class.
« Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and at 6:30 p.m. at
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Upcoming: Thursday, August 3
« Music Bingo, First Thursday each Month. 30 Palms, St.
Marks, Proceeds to benefit Florida Wild Mammal Associ-
ation.

Benefiting

Wakulla Senior Center

Available.
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Christmas Themed Event
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Wakulla Senior Citizens Councit 850-926.7145 TR

at The Wakulla Sun - 12 Arran Rd

“
l\/IlER DIAN

Qf ':iC«' 't%fmvao
SHEPARD &' j¢ =
ACCOUNTING((QTAX SERVICE _geercclilh

TALUIN puke ‘&
ENERGY.

WATER & WASTEWATER, INC

o ® Harbor Point Scott Z
[ Realty \é‘fgy
(850 926-5551 e PPIrAYe

ATTORNEY AT LAW
850-926-8245

BuppAn's

BEAYSIDE HAVEN
I e ™,

P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 * (850) 926-3934 * FAX (850) 926-1852

\X/AKULI.A TITLE CO. INC.
£ ﬁ )

AIR
CON

fU ‘akulla, LLC

Kiersten Smith
o StateFarm-

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
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