
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Chad Westerlund 
entered a plea of no 
contest to a charge of 
second degree murder 
last week. He faces 25 
years to life in prison.

A pre-sentence in-
vestigation was or-
dered by the court 
and a review of the 
case is set for Octo-
ber. No sentencing 
date has been set. 

Westerlund was 
originally charged 
with first degree mur-
der for killing his girl-
friend and the mother 
of one of his children, 
Chelsea Bramblett, 
on Jan. 25, 2020.

According to the 
reports at the time, 
Bramblett and West-
erlund were argu-
ing at their King Bee 
Drive home. West-
erlund was heavily 
intoxicated and went 
outside to calm down. 
He came back inside, 
saw a shotgun, and 
on impulse allegedly 
picked it up and fired 
at her, hitting her in 
the head and killing 
her. She was report-
edly nursing a baby 
when she was shot, 
though the child was 
unharmed.

Westerlund report-
edly called 911 to re-
port the incident and 

kept telling dispatch-
ers repeatedly that 
“I messed up” and 
allegedly admitted to 
the killing.

Westerlund was ar-

rested by responding 
deputies. He had a 
blood alcohol level 
of .187 when taken 
into custody at the 
jail, hours after the 

shooting. A level of 
.08 is considered le-
gally intoxicated.

In  add i t i on  t o 
the murder charge, 
Westerlundwas also 

charged with one 
count of child endan-
germent. He was not 
facing the death pen-
alty for the murder 
charge.

The case is being 
prosecuted by Wakul-
la Chief Prosecutor 
Jon Fuchs. Wester-
lund is represented 
by attorney Joe Bodi-
ford. Wakulla Circuit 
Judge Layne Smith 
is presiding over the 
case. 

Because relatives 
in the case work for 
Wakulla and Leon 
sheriff’s offices, West-
erlund had been held 
in the Franklin Coun-
ty Jail.
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D runk, arg uing  with the mother of his child, he picked up a shotg un and shot her. H e faces 25 years to life in prison

The ex hibit features creatures from deep in the G ulf, preserved and on display

� ese four girls headed in to Shadeville Elementary on � ursday for the � rst day of classes for students in Wakulla 
County Public Schools. Superintendent Bobby Pearce said the � rst days went smoothly, although the district – like other 

districts throughout North Florida – face a teacher shortage that has impacted class size. Currently, Wakulla schools 
have openings for about 15 teachers. (Photo special to � e Sun)

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

The St. Marks City Commission discussed 
the increase in utility rates by 75% at their 
meeting on Thursday, Aug. 10, although it was 
made clear that the price to connect a home to 
utilities would not be increased. 

The fee increase is not for garbage collection, 
only on city water and sewer.

Due to some recent problems with building 
permits, the City Commission has decided to 
get their newly hired attorney, Bill Garner, who 
was introduced at the meeting, to draft a letter 
or agreement that structures cannot be built on 
a vacant residential lot, as some building per-
mits were issued that allowed this, though city 
ordinances strictly forbid it.  It was also made 
clear that until the construction of a house was 
underway, campers or RVs cannot be stored 
on what are called “Vacant Residential Lots,” 
which is any piece of residential land with no 
house on it. 

There is still some concern about grinder 
pumps, which the city returned to the ownership 
of the citizens a few months ago.  Some citizens 
are upset that the city isn’t paying costs to 
maintain, repair of replace grinder pumps. Dan 
Albers responded to this by saying that anyone 
who was having a problem with the grinder 
pumps should contact the city and ask them to 
come take a look at it, but that they didn’t have 
the resources to repair them all. 

The boat ramp’s manager Joe Crusoe has 
asked that the trash cans be replaced with a 
dumpster so that garbage won’t spill out every-
where if someone hits it with their truck or boat. 
The city isn’t totally in favor of this idea, with 
Commissioner Steve Remke worried that people 
might stack garbage there as if it were a place to 
dump oversized trash, and would like to look for 
other solutions. No decision was made on that. 

The state has unfortunately run out of grant 
money for now and as such the St. Marks River 
Park will not be getting its parking lot paved 
anytime soon, City Manager Zoe Mansfield an-
nounced. 

The city got new signs for the recreational 
public areas such as the river parks and the 
boat ramp. 

Some properties by the highway have been 
flooding due to heavy rainfall and lack of drain-
age, and have cited the sidewalk the city had 
put in as the cause, as it filled in the ditch that 
would have normally kept the water at bay. The 
city commission did not feel like they needed 
to take responsibility, though Ryder Rudd, the 
owner of the property which floods the most as 
a result did, and after some discussion it was 
determined that the city would evaluate the 
situation and decide what would be done about 
it at a later date. Visitors Emily Pendley and Gracie Terrell with the Picklelarium exhibit.

Story & Photos By LIN-
DA ANN McDONALD

Correspondent

The opportunity to ob-
serve creatures that live 
in the Gulf’s great depths, 
where light never pene-
trates, where tempera-
tures are just above freez-
ing point is now available 
at Gulf Specimen Marine 
Lab’s newest exhibit, the 
Picklearium. 

Jack Rudloe, founder, 
and president of the Ma-
rine Lab said, “On Decem-
ber 11, 2022, by way of a 
110-foot shrimp trawler, 
at 220 fathoms deep, with 
one single four hour drag, 

Westerlund pleas to murder
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Chad Westerlund, above, is 
charged with killing Chelsea 
Bramblett, right in a photo 

from Facebook, with 
Westerlund’s children.
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Remembering Jody Kilgore on his birthday

Subscribe 
& Save.

Call (850) 962-8019
 to get started.

It attracts bees, but there’s little nectar for butterfl ies.

Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Sky� ower
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 

and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Skyflower (Hydrolea corymbosa) is a wet-
land wildflower with brilliant blue flowers 
and vibrant orange pollen. The eye-catching 
flowers open in the morning and mainly at-
tract the bees that self-pollinate them. But-
terflies are infrequent visitors as skyflower 
blooms offer little nectar. Found almost ex-
clusively in Florida, skyflower is broadly dis-
tributed across the state. Its foliage tends to 
be overlooked until the stunning blooms ap-
pear in late summer and fall. This 1-2-foot-
tall perennial grows naturally in freshwater 
marshes, swamps, ponds, ditches, and wet 
pine flatwoods. It is planted mainly in hab-
itat restorations. When commercially avail-
able, skyflower adds a burst of color to sunny, 
moist-to-wet wildflower gardens and will slow-
ly spread by suckering. Skyflower is blooming 
now in the pond at Sopchoppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ISSUED IN 2008. 
HORSE COUNTRY – Annual use fee is dis-

tributed to PCMI Properties, Inc., to fund 
programs involved in the rehabilitation 
of at-risk youth to provide educational 
materials, athletic equipment, transpor-
tation, food, medical services, counseling, scholarships, and other direct ad-
ministrative and program expenses.

REDESIGNED 2015. 
Protect our Oceans – Annual use 

fee - a portion of the yearly plate 
registration supports the Guy Har-
vey Ocean Foundation (GHOF).

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville Palaver Tree � eater hosted a memorial on Friday, Aug. 11 for murder victim Jody Kilgore on what would have been his 
59th birthday. Palaver Tree’s Herb Donaldson sits with Kilgore’s mother, Gladys, to discuss the case. Kilgore was stabbed 
to death in his Crawfordville front yard on Oct. 6, 2014. 2023. Current and former detectives with the Wakulla County 
Sheri� ’s O�  ce attended the event, and the case remains open. Big Bend Crimestoppers is o� ering upto $10,000 reward 
for information on Kilgore’s murder. Call Crimestoppers at 850-574-TIPS if you have any information on the case. Or 

call the Wakulla County Sheri� ’s O�  ce at (850) 745-7100. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways

Sponsored by : SHS Alumni

Tickets

available 

at the
door

Saturday, August 26 • 7 p.m.
Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

SopchoppyOpry.com

Call (850) 962-3711 for Tickets $15

Presents an evening with
HIGHWAY 59 BAND

COME EARLY TO 
DINE IN OUR OPRY CAFE

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 

dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 

dry cat food
• Dawn Dish Soap
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Extension faculty ready to support local schools

Joan and Jerry Johnson who live near the Wakulla County Public Library discovered a 
huge hornet’s nest on in the eave of their home on a side porch they really never use. ‘It is 
the size of a basketball, it’s the largest hornet’s nest I have ever seen in my lifetime,’ said 

Mrs. Johnson. �ey called their pest control company and scheduled a service for the nest 
so that their grandchildren or others do not get stung. (Photo by Lynda Kinsey)

Special to The Sun

 Each school year, 
University of Florida 
faculty located at the 
Wakulla Extension of-
fice in Crawfordville of-
fer school enrichment 
programming to all our 
area schools.  Programs 
include agricultural ed-
ucation, embryology, 
public speaking, nutri-
tion, personal finance, 
horticulture, environ-
mental education, civic 
education, and more. 
University of Florida 
Extension faculty par-
ticipate in Project Learn-
ing Tree weeks at area 

schools on request.
Annual  s ignature 

school enrichment pro-
grams offered by the 
University of Florida 
IFAS Wakulla Exten-
sion office include but 
are not limited to the 
following:

4-H Embryology: Our 
faculty supports class-
room with equipment 
and curriculum to teach 
poultry science with an 
egg hatching unit. 

4-H Public Speaking:  
Faculty provide curric-
ulum, ribbons, and me-
dallions for elementary 
and middle school-level 
classroom and school 

public speaking contests 
(formerly known as the 
Tropicana competition).  
A county level contest 
is held at the Extension 
office in Crawfordville in 
April.  Youth advance to 
a district level contest 
in May.

4-H Ag Adventures: 
An elementary school 
partner is invited to 
bring 4th graders on 
the Annual Ag Adven-
tures field trip to enjoy 
an educational day on a 
demonstration farm in 
Quincy. 

Living On My Own: 
Financial education 
program that includes 

a facilitated personal 
budget simulation ex-
ercise. This program 
provided to middle and 
high school classes by 
request. 

4-H Day at the Cap-
itol: School age youth 
ages 5 to 18 are invited 
by 4-H to spend a day 
in Tallahassee during 
the legislative session. 
Youth meet with public 
officials, tour the House 
and Senate chambers, 
and participate in a leg-
islative debate and vot-
ing simulation. 

School Garden Pro-
grams:  In  prev ious 
school years, we have 

helped local schools 
plan and install school 
gardens and provide 
age-appropriate cur-
riculum for teachers to 
use with students in 
addition to serving as 
guest instructors and 
facilitators. 

Grant writing sup-
port: Extension faculty 
can help teachers pre-
pare applications for 
Florida Farm Bureau 
mini-grants, Florida Ag-
riculture in the Class-
room and/or School 
Garden grants. 

STEM Skill-a-Thon(s): 
Extension faculty have 
resources to support sci-

ence units with hands-
on activities and more. 

4-H Service Learning:  
Extension faculty can 
help teachers implement 
service learning with 
youth that engages stu-
dents from planning to 
hands-on service. 

Whether teachers or 
schools want a creden-
tialed guest speaker or 
an expert program facil-
itator, Extension faculty 
are only a phone call 
away at 850-926-3931.  
For more information 
about local Extension 
programs, visit us on-
line at https://sfyl.ifas.
ufl.edu/wakulla/. 

Construction of refurbished 
boat ramp at Lower Bridge 

was celebrated with an 
o�cial opening ceremony 

on �ursday, Aug. 3. Several 
county commissoners and 

county sta�, along with rep-
resentatives from the state 
Fish and Wildlife Conser-

vation Commission (FWC), 
stand on the newly �nished 

boat ramp with a sheri� ’s of-
�ce boat in the background. 

(Photo by Legion Taylor)

TRIM notices go out to property owners Aug. 17

Wall of Honor for veterans at elections of�ce

Lower Bridge boat ramp opens after refurbishment

By ED BRIMNER
Property Appraiser

TRIM (TRuth In Mill-
age) notices will be 
mailed on Aug. 17th to 
every Wakulla County 
property owner. Please 
be on the lookout for 
this important informa-
tion. Remember your 
TRIM notice is not a bill 

– but it is an estimate of 
your property taxes. For 
that reason, you need to 
know the following:

• Column 1 on the 
TRIM’s top table shows 
you what last year’s 
taxes were. Column 2 
shows what the tax rate 
would need to be for 
Wakulla County to col-
lect the same amount of 
tax revenue as last year 
and what your taxes 
would be if that was 
the new tax rate. This 
is called the rollback 
rate. Column 3 shows 
the tax rate being pro-
posed by your taxing 
authorities and what 
your projected taxes for 

2023 will be.
• When you receive 

your TRIM, final taxing 
decisions have not yet 
been made. Public input 
is expected and encour-
aged. The TRIM notice 
provides information 
regarding public meet-
ings to discuss tentative 
budgets and proposed 
millage rates. I encour-
age you to study the 
issues and communi-
cate with local officials 
by attending sched-
uled meetings, sending 
emails, and/or calling 
your taxing authorities. 
A phone call to County 
Commissioners, School 
Board members, or City 

Council members could 
make a difference in 
your tax rates. You may 
contact these officials 
by calling the BOCC 
administrative offices at 
(850) 926-0919, the Su-
perintendent of Schools 
administrative offices at 
(850) 926-0060, the St. 
Marks City Hall at (850) 
925-6224, or the NW 
Florida Water Manage-
ment District offices at 
(850) 539-5999.

• The middle table 
on your TRIM shows 
non-ad valorem assess-
ments. This year, there 
is a proposed increase 
for the fire assessment 
to $248; last year’s fire 

assessment was $152. 
There is no proposed 
increase for the gar-
bage assessment, and 
it should remain $204.

• The bottom portion 
of your TRIM provides 
your 2022 and 2023 
market, assessed, and 
taxable values of your 
property allowing you 
to know the changes 
in value. Each of these 
could be different. An 
explanation of these 
values is provided in the 
TRIM package. All value 
information is based 
on sale(s) or change(s) 
prior to Jan. 1, 2023. 
Review your TRIM no-
tice and if you feel your 

property value is over-
valued or you are miss-
ing an exemption that 
you applied for, please 
contact our office prior 
to September 11th. No 
one knows the details 
of your property better 
than you and a phone 
call to the Property Ap-
praiser can make a dif-
ference. 

As always, our cus-
tomer service staff is 
available to answer 
questions at (850) 926-
0500. You can also visit 
the Property Appraiser’s 
website www.MyWakul-
laPA.com or visit us on 
our Facebook page. 

SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Joe Morgan, Super-
visor of Elections for 
Wakulla County, is an-
nouncing the dedication 
of the new “WALL OF 
HONOR” in honor of 
our veterans. The wall, 
located in the public 
area of the Supervisor 

of Elections office, rec-
ognizes the service and 
dedication of the men 
and women who are 
or have served in our 
armed forces by proudly 
displaying their photo-
graph and including the 
veteran’s information in 
a book available for the 
public view. “Our purest 

form of democracy was 
defended so we could be 
afforded the freedom to 
cast a ballot,” said Su-
pervisor Morgan.

Veterans, friends, 
and family members 
of veterans who wish 
to participate can sub-
mit a photograph to be 
printed by Supervisor 

Morgan and displayed 
on the Wall of Honor. 
Photographs can be 
submited through the 
Wakulla Votes website 
at www.WakullaVotes.
gov , emailed to wakul-
lacountysoe@wakul-
lavotes.gov or simply 
dropped by our office. 
The staff will scan the 

picture and return the 
original to the owner. 
More information on 
submitting the photo-
graph and biography is 
available on the website.

“We are honored to 
launch this program in 
recognition of those that 
have defended, and who 
are still defending, our 

freedoms,” said Super-
visor Morgan.

Voters with ques-
tions are encouraged to 
contact the Supervisor 
of Elections Office by 
email at wakullacounty-
soe@wakullavotes.gov, 
or by phone at 850-926-
7575, weekdays from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Library News – Aug. 17
August 17th
• Creative Writing 10am
• Veteran’s Meetup 11am
• Pregnancy Loss Support Group 
5pm
• The Park HOA 6:30 pm
• Wakulla Amateur Radio Club
August 18th
• uilting Guild 9:30 am
• Wakulla Fall Gardening Group 
4pm
August 19th
• Lake Ellen HOA 10am
• READ Therapy Dogs 10am
August 20th
• No Programs Today
August 21st
• American Legion 6:30pm

August 22nd
• Book Bunch 10 am
August 23rd
• Book Babies 10am
• nitting Group 4pm

SAVE THE DATE EVENTS
• Saturday September 30th 
Fall Open House Pirate Edition 
9am
• Saturday October 28th 
Trick or Treat Story Walk at Azalea 
Park 5:30pm

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSING

• Saturday, September 2 for Labor 
Day
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

Something on your mind? 
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com; or mail 
it or drop it by the o�  ce at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Editor, The Sun:

If the state purchase of the parcel 
of land over Chip’s Hole cave does not 
work out, another solution to protect 
Wakulla Springs from contamination 
risk of a new mega gas station over 
the cave system may be to do what 
the Wawa chain of gas/convenience 
stores will try-out in Largo, a gas/
convenience store without the gas 

pumps, focusing instead on selling 
food and drinks. 

Since it is predicted that half of the 
new cars sold in 2030 will be electric, 
they could continue to sell “fuel” by 
providing electric vehicle charging 
stations.

John Parks
Crawfordville

Editor, The Sun:

Wakulla friends and neighbors,

Our commissioners need your sup-
port. On Monday, Aug. 7th, Com-
missioners Thomas, Hess, Nichols, 
Messersmith, and emp voted unan-
imously to work together with state 
representatives to purchase the pro-
posed gas station land which lies atop 
the Wakulla Springs cave system.

This small parcel is located near 
the county border on Hwy 319 at its 
intersection with Hwy 267. If pur-
chased by the state and managed by 
the county, this land could serve as a 
small park and place of welcome into 
our community. A Welcome to Wakul-
la County – Gateway to the Springs 
sign could remind those of us coming 
home from work and errands in Tal-
lahassee to slow down and appreciate 
that we are back in one of the best 
places on Earth. A short, meandering 
interpretive trail on these few acres 

could explain that we live above one 
of the most complex and fantastic un-
derwater cave systems in the world. 
Those passing through to St. George 
Island and 30A would be prompted 
to visit Wakulla Springs, the largest 
fresh-water spring in Florida, bring-
ing revenue in to support our com-
munity.

Take three minutes and Google 
“contact Representative Jason Shoaf” 
and “contact Senator Corey Simon” 
which will bring you to their contact 
pages. Write them both a quick note 
telling them you support the goal of 
our commissioners. Then take anoth-
er moment, if you have it, to send a 
note of thanks to our commissioners 
for their efforts to protect our drinking 
water and springs.

Kellie Keys
Crawfordville

Editor, The Sun:

We’re delighted to report all the 
F.R.E.S.H. (Fully Refreshing and 
Empowering Students Holistically) 
Back to School Outreach Events for 
the 2023-24 School Year were a tre-
mendous success! 

We were able to bless over 1,000 
students and we are so thankful! 

For three consecutive Saturdays 
in July, we distributed backpacks 
and school supplies in the respec-
tive communities of St. Marks, Pan-
acea, and Sopchoppy, and our final 
event was held on Saturday, August 
5th in Crawfordville. 

We provided school supplies for 
133 students in St. Marks; 161 stu-
dents in Panacea; 172 students in 
Sopchoppy; 608 students in Craw-
fordville; and as of August 8, 2023, 
63 students were served after the 
event. 

Our supporters and sponsors 

continue to astound us by their will-
ingness to make a difference in the 
lives of students in Wakulla Coun-
ty. The love that was shown and 
freely given is the reason that we as 
a community could be a blessing to 
so many people. 

Our mission is to encourage and 
empower students, parents and 
the community holistically (spiri-
tually, mentally, emotionally, and 
physically) for an effective 2023-24 
school year. With all of our com-
bined efforts, the mission was a 
great success. 

It is with heartfelt love that we 
thank all of the organizations, 
churches, businesses, and indi-
viduals who supported us in this 
event. We look forward to working 
with all of you next year! 

In His Service, 

Cheryl Randolph and Kenny Manning
F.R.E.S.H. Event Coordinators

An alternative to the gas station

Tell Shoaf, Simon you support BOCC

F.R.E.S.H. coordinators thankful
Be A Hero to Our Heroes Board Members.
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“It’s A New Day!”

Calendar of events for the week of August 17
On the Horizon

� ursday, August 17

• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at 
TCC Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere 
will be concessions and ra�  es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and 
Yin Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes 
are $12, packages available at New 
Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Friday, August 18

• High school football kicks off  with 

a pre-season exhibition game as the 
Wakulla War Eagles host the Madi-
son Cowboys at J.D. Jones Stadium at 
7 p.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and 8 p.m. every Friday at the 
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, August 19

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver Support 
Group will meet at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Public Library at 10 a.m.

Monday, August 21

• Th e Wakulla County School Board 
meets at 5:45 in room 106 in their of-

fi ce at 69 Arran Road in Crawfordville
•Th e county commission meets at 5 
p.m. in the commission chambers.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is 
available weekly for anyone with 
memory impairment at no cost from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church.
• Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative 
Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are 
$12, at New Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-
5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, August 22

• Sopchoppy community dinner is 

held every week at the Towles House 
at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, August 23

• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, 
Wednesday, First Class - 11 a.m. 
Wakulla Community Center. Bring 
a Mat. Come early to sign in. Chair 
Yoga participants welcome. $2 per 
class.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and at 6:30 p.m. at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• A Line Dance class is held at 1 p.m. 
at the Wakulla Senior Center every 
Wednesday.
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< Question of The Week > 

 “ 

JO SH U A MAN N IN G
CORRECTIONS OFFICER WCI

“W e live in F lorida, 
you never know 

what you’ re goi ng 
to ge t here in the 

Panhandle.”

CL ARE N CE  CO L V IN
DANNY COLVIN TOWING

“ When the g ood 
L ord says it’ s 

time.”

Polled at Crawfordville Q uick Stop:

MATT Q U IN CE Y
DISABLED

“H opefully before 
H alloween.”

“P robably not 
until N ovember, 
you j ust never 

know.”

K E L L E Y  D E TTME R
CENTENNIAL BANK

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

H AY L E E  TAF F
SHELL STATION

“ H onestly, I feel 
like it’ s g oing  to be 
closer to the end of 

O ctober.”

When do you think the weather 
will get a little cooler?

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

If you missed the Second Sunday 
Sing ‘n Supper at the Woodville U.M.C., 
you really missed a great time. It was 
an amazing performance of Bluegrass 
Gospel music, fun and entertaining, 
followed by a delicious dinner and fel-
lowship. You are missing a guaranteed 
good time! Next month, September 
10th, the Church will present Tracey 
and Jeannie Perez of St. Augustine. 
Mark your calendars, and plan to be 
there for a Spirit-filled evening.

What an interesting meeting last 
Monday evening, when hundreds of 
our fellow citizens gathered to partic-
ipate in our democratic process. Well 
before 5 p.m. the BOCC chambers 
had standing-room only. The overflow 

crowd filled the front of the building to 
capacity in the 121 degree heat (this 
was the ACTUAL temperature mea-
sured on-site). Although there were 
several tents, an industrial sized fan 
and cold water bottles available, the 
heat was brutal. 

After an hour and a half, the Board 
tabled the two items concerning chang-
ing the Comprehensive Plan and zon-
ing of the site that would have a direct 
impact on Wakulla Springs. Now these 
items will be debated and voted on at a 
later time to be announced. The BOCC 
promised to hold the next meeting at 
the community center, which can ac-
commodate a much larger crowd. Bet-
ter late than never, I guess.

I know the readers are aware of 
the value of our world renowned gem, 

Wakulla Springs. Everyone knows 
how fragile the ecosystem that sur-
rounds the karst system is. There has 
been a region-wide effort to heal and 
preserve the Springs. Afterall, the wa-
ter that fills this miraculous treasure 
is also our drinking water. What we 
see at Wakulla Springs reflects what 
is happening to the Florida Aquifer. 
How long has it been since you could 
board a glass-bottomed boat? Not in 
this century, I’ll wager.

There are no excuses for approving 
a 16-pump gas station directly over the 
Wakulla Springs/River basin. Frankly, 
if there are some “state requirements” 
that prevent the county from protect-
ing the Springs, I’d ask the BOCC to 
stand up for what is right and moral. 
The Springs, our water, and our chil-
dren’s futures are worth the fight. I ha-
ven’t met a single person, left, right or 
indifferent, who thinks the proposed 

changes are smart, logical, or justifi-
able. EVERYONE expresses pure out-
rage at the notion. 

If you are able, plan to attend the 
special meeting for these agenda items. 
Our elected representatives want, and 
need, your guidance as they vote an 
issue that will have an irreversible im-
pact on the quality of life in Wakulla 
County. Come support the future of 
Wakulla County, our children and our 
grandchildren.

Please keep Clem Bunker in your 
prayers, as she recovers from Covid, 
along with several of her neighbors. 
The health department is seeing a 
surge in cases, as more and more 
people congregate indoors due to the 
excessive heat we are enduring. I un-
derstand the updated vaccine will be 
available in September, and Ed and I 
will be right there to get it.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Now that our children are back in 
school, I was uplifted listening to them 
and seeing them do their own shopping 
and deciding what to wear. 

They grow up fast and things are not 
like they used to be. 

The Word is still the same. It never 
changes. (Proverbs 22:6) “Train up a 
child in the way he should go and when 
he is old he will not depart from it.”

Every child should be taught of the 
Lord and when they start public school 
is is the beginning of their training. 
We need to teach them to pray, to take 

time out each day to thank the Lord for 
a good day, and sit down and have a 
meal together. 

What you teach your child is better 
than what they may learn at school. 
What you teach them will last forever.

Pray daily for our children, the 
teachers, bus drivers, all the school 
and county workers.

The 5th Sunday Union meeting of 
the Northwest Florida Diocese of the 
Church of C.W.I.H. Superintendent El-
der Edward Brigham of Blountstown 
was held at Skipper Temple Commu-
nity Church with those attending from 

Quincy, Blountstown, Gretna, Talla-
hassee and Woodville. Thanks for all 
who attended.

Beginning on Wednesday, Aug. 16 
through Aug. 20 in Blountstown at 
True Holiness Church of Christ W.I.H. 
will be the First Second-to-None Holy 
Convocation. Wednesday night is guest 
night; Thursday night diocese churches 
in charge, speaker will be Pastor Elder 
Chris Baker of New Beginning Church 
of C.W.I.H. On Friday at noon, speak-
ers will be Elder Dorothea White from 
Midway, Evangelist Vera Lee Brown of 
Shiloh Church of Christ W.I.H.

Women’s Day with Diocese Mother 
Pastor Dr. Ethel M. Skipper of Skipper 
Temple Community Church in Sop-

choppy. Youth presidents in charge 
on Saturday are Evangelist Felice Hol-
loman and Mother Charlotte Green. 
Sunday will conclude the convocation 
message with Superintendent Dr. Ed-
ward Brigham. All the people of God 
– everybody is somebody and great in 
God’s sight.

Our prayers and happy birthday 
wishes go out to Christine O’Neal and 
all of the August birthday people.

Let us pray for all the sick and 
shut-in, those in the hospital, nursing 
homes, those in prison, the homeless, 
those that have lost family and loved 
ones. Let us pray daily for our chil-
dren’s safety and protection.

COMMUNITY NEWS

This report is for activity Aug. 4 to 
10:

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4

• ayde Taylor was arrested for 
stealing cash while working as a 
front-line cashier for Winn-Dixie, 
during the month of July. An investi-
gation revealed that Taylor allegedly 
stole several hundred dollars during 
multiple incidents. Deputy Arturo 
Cordoba investigated.

• Ralph Pigott reported multiple 
addresses which he is constructing 
were damaged in the past several 
days. The total damage valued at the 
homes is over $5,000. This case has 
been sent to detectives for further in-
vestigation. Deputy James Williams 
investigated.

• Chad Allen Downer reported his 
2002 Ford Mustang GT catching on 
fire. Upon deputies arrival, the ve-
hicle was fully engulfed. Wakulla 
County Fire Rescue arrived and ex-
tinguished the fire. The vehicle was 
deemed a total loss. The vehicle’s 
value was estimated at $5,000. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5

• Deputies patrolled the area of 
Sky Box Liquors throughout the 
shift due to an event that produced 

a large gathering. Several attendees 
had to be reminded of Florida laws 
regarding loud music and noise.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 6

• Blonza Washington reports some 
unknown person(s) damaged the out-
side air conditioning unit and stole 
the heat sink/radiator from the unit. 
Theft and damages were estimated 
at over $18,000. The air conditioning 
unit was last seen/used for church 
services approximately 2 weeks ago. 
This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. Deputy Wil-
liam Bennett investigated.

MONDAY, AUGUST 7

• Deputies responded to the new 
construction site behind Subway. 
Contact was made with Paul Keen 
who advised diesel fuel had been 
stolen and a fire blower had been 
damaged. Keen stated he suffered a 
total loss of $726. Deputy Anthony 
Paul investigated.

• A traffic stop was conducted on 
a vehicle for tag not assigned. The 
driver, Luis Roman Reyes, was dis-
covered not to have a valid driver’s 
license. Reyes was placed under ar-
rest and transported to the jail facili-
ty. Deputy Don Newsome investigat-

ed.
• Deputies responded to a con-

struction site in reference to an ex-
cavator on fire. The excavator was 
deemed a total loss valued at ap-
proximately $165,000. Contact was 
made with Jimmy Oyler who advised 
a hydraulic line had busted and 
caught fire. Deputy Dakota Haddock 
investigated.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8

• A traffic stop was conducted on 
a vehicle for faulty equipment. The 
driver was identified as Michale Par-
is. In plain sight were several smok-
ing pipes and needles. A search of 
the vehicle revealed Paris had meth 
and fentanyl in his possession. Paris 
was placed under arrest and trans-
ported to the jail facility. Deputy 
Todd Kent investigated.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9

• Deputy ory Smith responded 
to the front lobby of the sheriff’s of-
fice, in reference to a walk-in com-
plaint. Upon arrival Deputy Smith 
made contact with Pamela Anagnost, 
who said someone had made an un-
authorized charge on her bank ac-
count. Anagnost said that on Aug. 
8, she noticed someone had made 
an unauthorized online purchase 
in the amount of $128.21 from her 
account. This case has been sent to 

detectives for further investigation.
• Ronald Rueth reported the theft 

of both a Sthil chainsaw from the 
bed of his truck as well as a trailer 
which had been left on the roadside 
due to multiple flattened tires. Rueth 
first noticed the chainsaw missing 
on Aug. 4. This case has been sent 
to detectives for further investiga-
tion. Deputy Rudolph Hinson inves-
tigated.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10

• Deputy Ernesto Trujillo respond-
ed to the front lobby of the Sheriff’s 
Office, in reference to a walk-in com-
plaint. Upon arrival Deputy Trujillo 
made contact with Daniel Wagner, 
who stated he noticed on Aug. 8 his 
backpack blower was missing from 
the bed of his truck. This case has 
been sent to detectives for further in-
vestigation. 

• Deputy Dustin Matthews re-
sponded to the front lobby of the 
sheriff’s office in reference to a walk-
in complaint. Upon arrival Deputy 
Matthews made contact with Steve 
Gordon, who advised he noticed an 
unauthorized charge made, in the 
amount of $3,190 on his account. 
This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. 

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100 or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

(On a Wednesday…)
“OMG! OMG! What a 

huge kick!”
I am shocked at this 

Kahr’s recoil. It’s only 
a 9mm. Am I turning 
into a wimp?

I put the gun on the 
shooting bench.

What’s this? How 
odd! Looks like part of 
the Kahr is missing! 
I can see the inter-
nal mechanism near 
the ejection port! And 
where’s the magazine?

Travis, the gun’s 
owner, is reaching on 
the ground, gathering 
pieces. Pieces of the 
gun’s magazine.

It blew up! Yes, the 
gun blew up! Oh, no!

I shake my dominant 
hand. The webbing be-
tween thumb and in-
dex finger smarts.

Travis is still on the 
ground. He has located 
the casing of the spent 
round and holds it 
up for me to see. The 
metal is twisted and 
broken.

“What happened?” I 
am stunned.

Travis’s friend, Ed, a 
certified NRA Instruc-
tor and Range Safety 
Officer, comes over and 
inspects the casing.

“The round may have 
been double-charged,” 
he muses. “It might be 
a re-load.”

Travis looks ruefully 
at his Kahr.

“I didn’t like that 
gun, anyway.”

We had been shoot-
ing most of the morn-

ing.
(Earlier…)
Travis owns a 

brand new com-
pact 9mm Kimber 
and a 9mm Kahr.

“I’ve never shot 
a Kahr, and sure 
am interested in 
your new Kim-
ber. Want to try 
out each other’s 
guns?” I’m always 
up for learning 
about other hand-
guns. So, Travis 
is going to shoot 
my 9mm Smith & 
Wesson Equalizer 
and 9mm Canik. 
We’re both ready 
t o  swap  guns 
to see how they 
shoot.

I ’m interest-
ed to see Travis 
shoot the Canik. 
He has been using 
some rounds that 
are “hotter” than 
m y  1 2 4 - g r a i n 
rounds. The Can-
ik is a small de-
fensive gun and 
prefers stronger 
loads. I haven’t 
been shooting it 
all that well.

B lam!  B lam! 
Blam!

T r a v i s  g e t s 
three bullseyes 
right off the bat 
with those hot 
loads. Drat. I hav-
en’t managed one 
yet with that gun.

He p icks  up my 
Equalizer. He pulls 
back the slide and 
grins.

“Very easy slide!” he 
exclaims happily.

Blam! Blam! Blam! 
He’s in the shooting 
groove today! Can I 
pretend that’s my tar-
get?

It’s my turn to shoot 
his Kimber. He has it 
loaded for me.

Blam!
“Wow! That little guy 

has more recoil than 
I can manage well,” I 
admit.

“Do you want to 

shoot it again?” he 
asks agreeably.

“No .  The re ’ s  no 
point. Too much recoil 
for me.”

So, that’s when it 
happens. I pick up the 
loaded Kahr and fire.

Whack!
What a hard hard 

kick! I shake my hand. 
Yep. Got a bruise going 
on.

And that’s when I 
look down and realize 
the gun has exploded.

I am so lucky. Part 
of the frame is missing, 
and the magazine is in 
bits.

All morning, Tra-

vis has been using 
ammunition given to 
him. And some, if not 
all, may be re-loaded 
rounds.

Now don’t get me 
wrong. I’m not dissing 
reloads. For the past 
decade, I’ve bought 
124-grain reloads from 
Georgia Arms. They’ve 
been great, and I’ve 
saved a few dollars. In 
fact, most of my ammo 
is reloads from Georgia 
Arms. Just about all 
of my shooting friends 
have bought re-loads 
too.

Re-loads from a rep-
utable manufacturer 

can save you money, 
especially when you 
purchase in bulk.

And I’m not diss-
ing the Kahr, either. 
I’m impressed that be-
cause of the design: 
that the majority of the 
force of the explosion 
pushed downwards 
towards the magazine 
and outward to the 
right instead of back-
wards towards me, the 
shooter.

In the past, I have 
shot ammunition that 
has been given to me, 
and haven’t always 
known where it came 
from.

Guess I won’t be 
doing that again. 
Travis probably 
won’t either.

I take a photo of 
the damaged gun, 
magaz ine ,  and 
round casing and 
go to the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s 
Office  range dep-
uty. He agrees with 
the Range Safety 
Officer, and with 
Joe,  who came 
over from the ri-
f l e  range,  that 
the round may 
have been dou-
ble-charged. Or  
the re-loader may 
not have noticed 
that the casing 
may have been too 
old and/or flawed 
before re-loading.

“Know your am-
munition,” he ad-
vises, “and if you 
have  r e - l oads , 
then know your 
re-loader.”

S h o o t i n g  a 
handgun can be a 
dangerous sport. 
When you shoot at 
the WCSO range, 
you must always 
use safety glass-
es to protect your 
eyes, and hearing 
protection as well. 

But accidents 
happen and you 
can minimize them 
by using depend-
able ammunition.

*Next Wednesday, 
around 10:00, we’ll 
be at the WCSO range 
again, and plan to 
shoot the fairly new 
Ruger Security 9mm 
handgun. It has a re-
markably easy slide to 
manipulate. If you’d 
like to see this gun, 
join us at the range!

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

Know your ammo or know your re-loader

Scallop Season
Has Arrived!

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE

Mask, Fins 
& Snorkels
Mask, Fins 
& Snorkels

850745-8208

HIGH 
QUALITY!

HUGE 
INVENTORY!

WAKULLADIVING.com

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, on his weekly wildlife survey at the park last week, 

shot this photo of a blue heron in a cypress tree.
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As with so many things 
these days, there’s an app 
for it! The Coast Guard is 
no different. The USCG 
Boating Safety App fea-
tures include:

•  Find the latest safety 
regulations

• Request a vessel safe-
ty check

• Check your safety 
equipment

• File a float plan
• Navigation Rules
• Find the nearest 

NOAA buoy
• Report a hazard
• Report pollution
• Report suspicious 

activity
•  Request emergency 

assistance
As the nation’s rec-

reational boating safety 
coordinator, the Coast 
Guard works to minimize 
loss of life, personal inju-
ry, property damage, and 
environmental harm. Our 
boating safety program 
involves public educa-
tion programs, regula-
tion of boat design and 
construction, approval 
of boating safety equip-
ment, and vessel safety 
checks for compliance 
with federal and state 
safety requirements. The 
Coast Guard Mobile App 

supports these missions 
by providing the essential 
services and information 
most commonly request-
ed by boaters.

Features of the app 
include: state boating in-
formation; a safety equip-
ment checklist; free boat-
ing safety check requests; 
navigation rules; float 
plans; and calling fea-
tures to report pollution 
or suspicious activity. 
When location services 
are enabled, users can 
receive the latest weather 
reports from the closest 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Adminis-
tration weather buoys as 
well as report the location 
of a hazard on the water.

The app also features 
an Emergency Assistance 

button which, with loca-
tions services enabled, 
will call the closest Coast 
Guard command center.

The Boating Safety Mo-
bile app was not designed 
to replace a boater’s ma-
rine VHF radio, which the 
Coast Guard strongly rec-
ommends all boaters have 
aboard their vessels. The 
app was mainly designed 
to provide additional 
boating safety resources 
for mobile device users.

The app is self-con-
tained, so personal infor-
mation is stored on the 
phone and is not sent to 
the Coast Guard unless 
the user chooses to send 
it. The Coast Guard does 
not track a user’s loca-
tion, and the app does not 
track a user’s location un-

less the app is being used
Thanks to Sherrie, we 

will always remember safe 
boating is no accident. 

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on FaceBook 
@ Apalachee Bay Flotilla 
12 or contact our Flotil-
la Commander Phil Hill 
at pnkkhill2000@yahoo.
com 

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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From FWC

This report represents 
some events the FWC 
handled July 28 to Aug. 
3. (There were no cases 
reported for Wakulla 
County or in the North-
west region.) These are 
cases from the North 
Central region: 

CITRUS COUNTY

• Lieutenant Ransom, 
Officer Pietroburgo, and 
Officer Jovanov were 
conducting patrols near 
local scalloping areas 
over the weekend and 
observed four vessels 
operating above idle 
speed on plane within 
300 feet of properly dis-
played diver down flags 

and scallopers in the wa-
ter. All vessel operators 
were stopped and cited 
for the violations. 

COLUMBIA COUNTY

• Senior Officer Dav-
enport received a Wild-
life Alert tip about a 
subject possessing a 
raccoon without a Class 
III permit. Once arriving 
at the residence, the of-
ficer observed a raccoon 
was observed trough 
the living room window. 
Officer Davenport met 
with the homeowner 
who stated the raccoon 
had been in his posses-
sion for nearly 1 1/2 
years.  When asked if 
he had purchased the 
raccoon from a licensed 

dealer, he said no and 
indicated some young 
boys brought it to him. 
The officer explained 
a Class III permit from 
the FWC was required 
to possess the raccoon. 
The homeowner signed 
the raccoon over to the 
FWC and it was taken to 
a rehabilitation facility 
in Lake City.  A written 
warning was issued for 
possession of the rac-
coon without a Class III 
license.  

• Officer Fanelli and 
Shope were on patrol in 
Osceola Wildlife Man-
agement Area when they 
located two individuals 
catching a hunting dog. 
The officers searched 
the immediate area and 
located deer tracks ex-

iting the woods where 
multiple hunting dogs 
exited as well. Appro-
priate citations were 
issued for training deer 
hunting dogs during the 
closed season and hunt-
ing dogs not properly 
restrained in Osceola 
Wildlife Management 
Area during the closed 
season.

UNION COUNTY

• Officer Fanelli and 
Shope responded to a 
complaint regarding an 
individual in possession 
of a fawn. The officers re-
sponded to the residence 
and the homeowner ad-
mitted to possessing a 
fawn. Appropriate cita-
tions were issued. 

FWC Law Enforcement Report
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Class reunion dive.

Hello Wakulla.
I got back late last night from a couple of dives 

in Panama City. I had the privilege to take a group 
of FSU students and several FSU alumni on an 
afternoon dive out of Panama City on Sunday, Aug. 
13. Several of the student and alumni I had as my 
dive students in the last couple of summers so it 
was kind of like a class reunion dive.

We met at the boat at Bristol Harbor marina in 
downtown Panama City at 1 p.m. CST and began 
loading our dive gear on the boat. We put our 
gear together before the captain gave his safety 
briefing. Once the briefing was done they shoved 
off away from the dock ready to set sail towards 
our pre-determined dive sites. The captain had to 
radio the lift bridge operator to raise the bridge so 
we can head out to the big pool.

It only takes about 15 minutes to get to the first 
dive site about 6 miles offshore. The first dive site 
was bridge span 12, it was part of the old Hatha-
way bridge that was sunk at least 30-plus years 
ago. She is now really starting to show the toll 
the salt water and storms have taken on her. Part 
of her structure has completely collapsed on the 
ocean floor but other parts of her superstructure 
still remain upright and intact. The good news is 
there are many species of fish that call her their 
home. The bait fish that swim around her are in 
the thousands and with what looks like a choreo-
graphed dance swim as a major cloud that literally 
blocks out the sun light similar to a large cloud 
going over head.

Most divers who dive sites like this generally 
don’t notice what is living around and in the 
structure itself. I have dived that span since it was 
first laid to rest there and I am so amazed at the 
different species of marine life that’s there. That 
is the number one reason I am not that good of 
a spear fisherman because I get side-tracked by 
looking at the various fish that are at the site. We 
saw different types and colors of starfish, several 
species of tangs, as well as huge queen angelfish 
the size of dinner platters.

The visibility was typical for Panama City 25-30 
foot but the water temperature was interestingly 
different, at the surface to 45 feet was 98 degrees 
and from 45 feet to the bottom at 70 feet it was 
a cold 94 degrees. Normally this time of year the 
temperature from surface to the bottom is 88-90 
degrees. It was so warm that I didn’t wear my 
2.5mm shorty because it was uncomfortable be-
cause of the temperature. I would highly recom-
mend diving this particular span because of the 
variety of fish.

Well until next week, keep making bubbles

– Russell Miller, NAUI instructor #59999
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First step towards a better marriage

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Ladies, when your 
husband looks at you, 
do his eyes say he 
knows, without a doubt, 
that you believe in him? 
Men, when your wife 

passes you in the hall-
way, do her eyes say, 
“I’m so glad I married 
you”?

Take a moment to 
recall the last time you 
saw that twinkle in your 
spouse’s eyes. Remem-
ber the deep satisfaction 
you felt watching your 
husband’s eyes light up 
with soaring confidence 
because he sensed your 
admiration for him. Or 
the way your wife’s eyes 
misted when she knew 
she had your support.

How long has it been 
since you’ve experienced 
moments like this? Too 
long?

Would you like to re-
turn to that good place 
in your marriage? Or 
are you afraid too many 
years have passed, too 
many hurtful words 
have been said, too 
many “too-manys” have 
taken place?

In most cases, both 
partners contribute to 
a marriage’s demise. Yet 
God can use just one of 
you to begin restoring 
your relationship. Read 
1 Corinthians 13:7b 
(AMPC): “Love … is ever 
ready to believe the best 
of every person.”

You have a choice. 
You can continue to 

experience that sinking 
feeling each time you 
see hurt and discour-
agement in your hus-
band or wife’s eyes be-
cause you berated them 
– again – for not doing 
something “right.” (Just 
writing this makes me 
never want to see this 
look in my husband, 
Bert’s, eyes again.) 

Or you can have 
deeply satisfying mo-
ments every time you 
stand with your spouse, 
believing in your partner 
and choosing to focus 
on what’s good about 
them.

Ladies, what would 

happen if you began 
right now believing in 
your husband, trusting 
that he really wants to 
be the man God created 
him to be? Men, what if 
you complimented your 
wife and focused on 
her beautiful qualities 
so that, one day, she 
couldn’t imagine life 
without you?

If your marriage is 
in a bad place because 
your needs aren’t being 
met, let me assure you 
that God knows and 
cares about every one of 
these needs. He knows 
how deeply you want to 
be loved and respected. 

What might happen 
if we, husbands and 
wives, trusted God’s 
Word by faithfully prac-
ticing 1 Corinthians 
13:7 for one month? 

After 30 days, what 
do you think our spous-
es’ eyes will be saying 
when he or she looks at 
us? What will our eyes 
be saying to them?

Let’s try it and see.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By CHERYL CRUCE

It has been said that 
the youngest child of 
a large family is the 
most uncomplicated,               
outgoing, and fun-loving 
of individuals. 

These are traits any 
person would like to 
have included in their 
resume´ of life. Never-
theless, there is a flip 
side to every coin. The 
youngest of the family 
can also add life skills 
like manipulation, at-

tention-seeking, and re-
bellion. 

As the family’s baby, I 
can attest to the validity 
of the abovementioned 
traits. Yet, in defense of 
the personality-building 
class of life, hopefully, 
the latter three are no 
longer a part of my be-
ing. Looking back on 
my youth, though, my 
manipulative-atten-
tion-seeking-rebellious 
side raised its head a 
few times, especially 
when Daddy spent time 
with the boys. 

I recall a small boat 
Dad built for my broth-
ers to paddle around the 
canals of Cedar Island. 
Christened “The Two 
Sons,” the boat was the 
highlight of their sum-
mer. To my dismay, I 
could only be in the boat 
if my brothers were with 

me, or I could sit in the 
boat if it were tied to our 
dock. 

One day, I saw my op-
portunity and climbed 
into the homemade 
vessel. The rope tied to 
the dock would only let 
me drift so far. I would 
be in trouble if I untied 
the knot with my hands. 
However, if my bare 
feet manipulated the 
rope enough, I would be 
freed from the port and 
able to paddle the boat 
around the canal, show-
ing my Daddy that I was 
his big, little girl – ma-
nipulation class 101. 

The plans of a 5-year-
old will often go wrong. I 
did not understand the 
strength of a receding 
tide or the skills it took 
to use the oars. Regard-
less of my efforts, my di-
rection was heading out 

to sea. Scared and cry-
ing, I looked up to see 
my Dad standing at the 
front door of our home 
and my oldest brother 
coming to rescue me. 

Once again, secured 
to the dock, Daddy 
reached for me, holding 
me close. I was grate-
ful for the safety of his 
arms. There was no 
punishment; the fear of 
being lost forever was 
punishment enough.  I 
never manipulated the 
rope or tested the tides 
again. 

Oh, the lessons of life 
that remind us of the 
Father’s undying love. 
Just as my Dad had 
compassion on me that 
day, the Heavenly Fa-
ther shows compassion 
on His children (Psalm 
103:13). God under-
stands the current of 

this world. Many tides 
of this world threaten to 
pull us away from the 
Father’s love. We may 
not be strong enough to 
maneuver against the 
antics of the darkness, 
but the darkness is as 
light to Him. His protec-
tion covers us. He knit-
ted us together in our 
mother’s womb. We can 
go nowhere to hide from 
His presence. (Psalm 
139). 

I do not know where 
you are today, but God 
does. Our Heavenly Fa-
ther is always watching 
from the front porch. 
His eyes are on His chil-
dren. His love is ever-
lasting; His salvation is 
for those who acknowl-
edge Him (Psalm 91:14). 
The world cannot sepa-
rate us from His love. He 
has written our name on 

the palm of His hand. 
Our picture remains in 
His heart (Isaiah 49:16). 
When we trust His com-
passion, nothing can 
pull us from His grasp 
(John 10:28-30). Trust 
Him today. 

Romans 8:38-39 For 
I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor 
things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, 
shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

Upon retirement, my 
life changed in few ways. 
I’m still as busy as be-
fore; I just don’t get a 
paycheck for being busy. 
Nothing has changed 
that much.

The one thing that has 
changed is I schedule a 
nap every day. As most 
people know, a NAP is 
simply Navigating A Po-
sition. That position is 
level. At my age, I tell 
people that having these 
naps is essential; every 
day, I schedule a NAP at 
a particular time known 
only to myself.

It’s important for me 
to keep this a secret so 
nobody knows when I’m 
doing it. I try to keep it 
from The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage for 
obvious reasons. Usual-
ly, right after lunch, she 
goes to the store and 
picks up groceries. As 
soon as she closes the 
front door, I’m in my 
lazy chair, leaning back, 
ready to snooze away.

There is only one 
problem with this sce-
nario. My phone is next 
to my lazy chair, in case 
anybody needs to reach 
me. The truth being said, 
since my retirement, no-
body needs to get a hold 
of me. But you never 
know, and I can only 
hope. Habits are hard to 
break.

The other day I was 
in the middle of sawing 
some very important logs 
when a noise next to my 
chair frightened me. It 

was my phone. It took 
me a while to realize the 
phone was ringing, and 
I needed to answer. Who 
knows who’s calling me?

Setting up, I cleared 
my throat and answered 
the phone. Wouldn’t you 
know it was one of those 
phone scams? For some 
reason, the person on 
the other end knew my 
car warranty had just 
expired. For his informa-
tion, that car warranty 
ran out 10 years ago, 
and it was a truck, not 
a car.

I wasn’t too happy 
with this phone call, and 
I must confess that I let 
the person on the other 
end of the phone know 
how unhappy I was. 
It’s good I don’t know 
French.

That took me a while 
to settle down after that 
kind of phone call, but 
I soon drifted off into 
La-la-land, my favorite 
place.

It wasn’t long before 
I heard the phone ring 
again, and without even 
thinking, I sat up and 
answered the phone. 

After all, why would 
anybody call me the sec-
ond time? Was it another 
scam?

This time it had some-
thing to do with my 
Medicare. According to 
the person on the other 
end of the phone, he had 
an amazing offer for me 
to enhance my Medicare 
coverage. Being drowsy 
from sleeping, I didn’t 
quite understand what 
he was talking about.

“According to our re-
cords,” the person said 
most enthusiastically, 
“you qualify for an up-
grade in your Medicare 
coverage.”

I  wasn’ t  a  happy 
camper because my nap 
time is a fairly important 
part of my day, and how 
dare somebody interfere 

with that sacred time.
With a bit of anger, I 

asked, “Is there any ex-
tra coverage for mental 
insanity? I am about to 
go crazy.”

The next thing I heard 
was a click on the phone.

My phone buzzed all 
afternoon, and I was 
about to lose my mind.

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage came 
home and noticed I was 
sitting up in my chair, 
fully awake. She just 
looked at me and then 
took her groceries into 
the kitchen.

Then, surprise, sur-
prise,  surprise,  my 
phone rang again. I an-
swered it, and a live per-
son was on the other end 
of the phone. Just then, 
a thought came to me. I 
called my wife and said, 
“My dear, I think there’s 
a thrift store owner on 
the phone and would like 
to talk to you.”

She almost danced 
her way to me to pick up 
the phone. I must say I 
was dancing in my head 
when she came.

“Hello,” she said en-
thusiastically, “I’ve been 
expecting your call. 
Thanks for calling.”

Then there was a 
pause, and she said, 
“Who did you say you 
were?”

Another pause, and I 
heard her say, “You bet-
ter never call me again.” 
And she hung up the 
phone.

Looking at me with 
one of “her looks,” I 
could see she wasn’t 
very happy about it. She 
stood before me, staring 
a little bit, and then said, 
“Don’t you ever do that 
again to me. Do you un-
derstand?”

What was I supposed 
to do? There was so 
much laughter within 
me that I didn’t know 
if I could keep it from 
exploding. When she 
went back into the kitch-
en, I softly chuckled to 
myself. Then I heard, 
“You’re not laughing, 
are you?”

“No, my dear,” I said, 
“I was just thinking 
about a joke. Why was 

6 afraid of 7? Because 
7, 8, 9.”

“No, you weren’t,” she 
said sarcastically, “and 
that’s not even funny.”

That gave me pause 
to think. Does it matter 
who is lying? Is a scam-
mer’s lie worse than my 
lie? I then thought about 
some verses of Scripture 
that address this.

Proverbs 12:22-23, 
“Lying lips are abomi-
nation to the Lord: but 
they that deal truly are 
his delight. A prudent 
man concealeth knowl-
edge: but the heart of 
fools proclaimeth fool-

ishness.”
It’s easy to think that 

my lying is not as bad 
as some scammer trying 
to hook me out of some 
money. Lying is lying, 
and I’m trying to process 
that. Lying is a serious 
business, no matter who 
does it.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website  www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

One more scam call and I’m going to scream
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Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Mary Alice Bouton, 79, of Crawfordville, died August 11, 2023.

• Randy David Causseaux, 58, of Panacea, died August 9, 2023.

• Jacqueline Susan Devine, 70, of Crawfordville, died August 8, 2023.

• George Andrew Jones, 85, of Crawfordville, died August 12, 2023.

• Frances Pretty Mathis, 98, of Crawfordville, died August 11, 2023.

• Joyce C. Millender, 80, of Crawfordville, died August 10, 2023.

• Sandra Lynn Nichols, 68, of Sopchoppy, died August 10, 2023.

• Lily L. Rodgers, 96, of Carrabelle, died August 13, 2023.

�e arrangements for all of the deaths are being handled by Family Funeral Home at 
Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

S e c u r i t i e s  p r od u c t s  an d  ad vi s or y s e r v i c e s  of f e r e d  t h r ou gh  P ar k  A ve n u e  S e c u r i t i e s  L L C  (P A S ), m e m b e r  F I N R A , 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
w i t h  t h e  F l or i d a R e t i r e m e n t  S ys t e m . 2015- 6207 E X P  5/ 17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
WeseleyWeasel101

Betty Genell Mullins, 89, of Crawfordville, passed 
away peacefully on Monday, Aug. 7, 2023, sur-
rounded by her family. She was born in Wakulla 
County to W.G. and Ethelle Moore, on July 14, 
1934.

Betty enjoyed being a native and lifelong resi-
dent of the area. She graduated from Crawfordville 
School where she was a talented basketball player 
and cheerleader. She retired from the City of Tal-
lahassee, Traffic Engineering Division, where she 
worked for over 30 years. But Betty was first and 
foremost a mother and grandmother. Right up until 
she was no longer physically able, she would cook 

huge family dinners every Sunday and Thursday 
night. The whole family would show up (and usu-
ally a few extras), as her cooking was well known 
for being some of the best there was. She was 
affectionately known as “Mema” to her grand and 
great-grandchildren. Betty, and her late husband 
Hugh (Pepa), loved attending their grandchildren’s 
softball, volleyball and football games. From the 
Rec Park Leagues, all the way through High School 
and Travel Leagues, they tried hard to never miss 
a game, even with seven grandchildren all active in 
one sport or another simultaneously. This constant 
presence led to her “family” of children being ex-
tended far beyond her biological children to include 
many others who also called her Mema.

Betty had many passions: God, music, dancing, 
cooking, Seminole football, Holiday decorating and 
travel. She and Hugh even drove from Crawfordville 
to Alaska on a “once in a lifetime” two-month trip, 
returning home with many stories of the wonders 
they had seen and experienced along the way. In 
her later years, she would travel only once a year, 
to see the Elvis Blue Christmas Concert that she 
proclaimed always got her into the Christmas Spirit. 
This was her “never miss” trip. She loved watching 
the Saturday Seminole games though she could be 
pretty cranky the morning after a loss. Seafood was 
her favorite fare, and on the weekends, you could 
usually find her at John Posey’s restaurant attempt-
ing to eat him out of oysters and soft-shell crab. 
She always said, “nobody can cook ‘em like John.” 

She is survived by two sons, George Randall Ger-
rell (Michelle) of Crawfordville; Ted Gerrell (Dianne) 
of Crawfordville; one daughter Sharon Young (Mike 
Dallman) of Niceville; seven grandchildren, Alena 

Gerrell Crawford (Kyle); Matt Gerrell (Cary); Eli 
Gerrell (Julia); Lesley Gerrell; Cassidy Bryan (Pat-
rick); Heath Gerrell (Michele Rowe); Mandy Gerrell 
Everton (Jerry); 12 great-grandchildren, Connor, 
Jackson, Gavin and Maddux Crawford; Clayton 
and Cory Gerrell; Everett and Kade Gerrell; Jona-
thon and Jack Everton; Rowen Gerrell and Abigail 
Bryan. She is also survived by one brother, William 
Lewis Moore (Elaine); one nephew, Lew Moore 
(Tammy); and one niece, Laurie Beaton (Rob); two 
great-nephews, Garrett and Billy Moore; two great 
nieces, Lauralee Moore Mitchell (Mark) and Chaise 
Bishop Tinsley (Dallas).

She is rejoicing in heaven today with her hus-
band, Hugh Mullins, her parents W.G. and Ethelle 
Moore, and her oldest son, James Gordon Gerrell, 
Jr.

Family and friends will be received for a celebra-
tion of her life on Aug. 24, 2023 at Family Funeral 
Home, with visitation beginning at 5 p.m., service 
at 6 p.m.

The Gerrell family would like to express their 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to her caregivers, 
Lesley Gerrell (granddaughter), Denise Cunning-
ham and Amanda Brock for their compassion, 
excellent care and love for our Mother, Grand-
mother and Great-Grandmother. We would like to 
also thank Family Funeral Home for handling the 
arrangements for our Sweet Mother. May she Rest 
in Peace.

Skip & Trey Young along with Paula and Kimberly 
are assisting the family with their arrangements. 
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 
850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com

Betty Genell Mullins

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Gov. Ron DeSantis this 
week suspended a sec-
ond Democratic state 
prosecutor from office, 
targeting Central Florida 
State Attorney Monique 
Worrell and accusing her 
of “neglecting her duty” 
and being soft on criminal 
enforcement.

DeSantis, flanked by 
state and local law en-
forcement officials, made 
the “major announce-
ment” about Worrell’s 
suspension Wednesday.

“We had a duty to act 
to protect the public from 
this dereliction of duty,” 
DeSantis said during a 
press conference.

In an executive order, 
DeSantis maintained that 
Worrell’s policies prevent 
or discourage assistant 
state attorneys from seek-
ing mandatory minimum 
sentences for gun crimes 
and drug trafficking of-
fenses.

Worrell’s practices and 
policies constitute “abuse 
of prosecutorial discre-
tion” and reflect “a sys-
temic failure to enforce 
incarcerative penalties 
called for by Florida law,” 
the order said.

Hours after the gov-
ernor’s announcement, 
Worrell was on the steps 
of the Orange County 
Courthouse telling re-
porters she intends to 
fight the suspension.

“I am your duly elect-
ed state attorney for the 
9th Judicial Circuit, and 
nothing done by a weak 
dictator can change that,” 
Worrell said.

Worrell also said she 
will continue running for 
reelection to the post in 
2024.

“I will not be quiet. I 
will not sit down. This 
office is just a building. 
I have been a public ser-
vant for my entire career. 
And I will continue to 
serve our community. I 
will continue to stand for 
democracy. I will contin-
ue to protect the rights 

of the disenfranchised,” 
she said.

DeSantis’ suspension 
of Worrell, who was elect-
ed in 2020 as state attor-
ney for Florida’s 9th Judi-
cial Circuit in Orange and 
Osceola counties, came 
almost exactly a year af-
ter the governor stripped 
twice-elected Hillsbor-
ough County State At-
torney Andrew Warren of 
his role.

Warren was among 
numerous Democrats 
who rebuked DeSantis for 
suspending Worrell.

“Another illegal and 
unconstitutional attack 
on democracy by a small, 
scared man who is des-
perate to save his political 
career,” Warren said in a 
statement.

Florida Democratic 
Party Chairwoman Nikki 
Fried also attacked De-
Santis’ action, calling the 
suspension “a political 
hit job” that “threatens 
our democracy and un-
dermines the will of the 
people.”

But Republicans and 
law enforcement officials 
— including Attorney 
General Ashley Moody, 
the state’s top cop — 
praised the governor’s 
actions. The attorney gen-
eral said Worrell has dis-
missed charges or failed 
to file cases against de-
fendants at a higher rate 
than any other prosecu-
tor.

“If she were allowed to 
continue in this office, her 
failure would continue 
to cause needless pain, 
suffering, and death,” 
Moody added, who joined 
DeSantis at Wednesday’s 
announcement.

Worrell’s suspension 
came after she drew crit-
icism from police union 
leaders who said her of-
fice should have done 
more to keep behind bars 
a man accused of shoot-
ing two Orlando police 
officers on Friday.

DeSantis on Wednes-
day also named Andrew 
Bain, who recently served 
as an Orange County 
judge, as acting state at-

torney. DeSantis in 2020 
tapped Bain — a member 
of the conservative Feder-
alist Society legal group 
— to serve on the county 
court.

The Florida Constitu-
tion gives the governor 
the authority to suspend 
elected officials. The ul-
timate decision about 
removal from office rests 
with the Florida Senate.

STATE OF FLUX

School districts across 
Florida this week scram-
bled to figure out what 
to do about teaching a 
college-credit psychology 
course, amid a dustup 
between DeSantis’ ad-
ministration and the Col-
lege Board.

Confusion over the 
College Board’s Advanced 
Placement psychology 
course is rooted in a con-
troversial Florida law and 
a state regulation that re-
strict instruction on sexu-
al orientation and gender 
identity in schools.

As students began re-
turning to class this week, 
district leaders were tak-
ing a patchwork of ap-
proaches to the course.

The state Department 
of Education reportedly 
last week told school su-
perintendents in a con-
ference call that schools 
were not allowed to teach 
a unit in the psychology 
course dealing with “gen-
der and sexual orienta-
tion.” The College Board 
then issued a statement 
saying the state restric-
tions would prohibit 
teaching the course.

But after news reports 
that the course was 
off-limits in Florida, state 
Education Commissioner 
Manny Diaz fired back at 
the College Board. Diaz 
told superintendents in a 
memo last Friday that the 
course could be taught 
“in its entirety in a man-
ner that is age and devel-
opmentally appropriate.”

After Diaz released his 
memo, the College Board 
said it “represents revised 
guidance” on the course.

“We hope now that 
Florida teachers will be 
able to teach the full 
course, including con-
tent on gender and sexual 
orientation, without fear 
of punishment in the up-
coming school year,” the 
College Board said in a 
statement.

With the academic 
year kicking off Thursday 
in many districts, local 
school officials rushed to 
make decisions about the 
course.

A number of districts 
announced that they 
dropped the Advanced 
Placement psychology 
course and replaced it 
with other college-cred-
it classes. Some moved 
ahead with the AP course, 
which 28,000 Florida 
students took last year, 
according to the College 
Board.

For example, Pinellas 
County was among the 
districts that decided to 
forego the College Board’s 
course. The county was 
“transitioning” to a col-
lege-credit course offered 
by Cambridge AICE, the 
district said on its web-

site.
In contrast, Suwannee 

County Superintendent of 
Schools Ted Roush said 
he “backed teaching the 
traditional AP psychology 
course” but left it up to 
individual school admin-
istrators to decide wheth-
er to offer the course, 
switch to an alternative 
college-credit course or 
offer a “regular” psychol-
ogy class to students.

In Broward County, 
where classes resume on 
Aug. 21, district officials 
said Wednesday they 
would require parental 
consent for students to 
take the AP course.

IT’S GETTING HOT IN 
HERE

With air conditioners 
cranked up to combat 
scorching heat, Tampa 
Electric Co. set a record 
Tuesday for summer elec-
tricity use, the utility 
said.

At 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Tampa Electric custom-
ers used 4,640 megawatts 
of electricity, the highest 
amount used at any mo-
ment. That topped the 
previous record of 4,514 
megawatts on Aug. 18, 

2021, the utility said in a 
news release Wednesday.

“This weather is not 
easy on our customers,” 
Archie Collins, president 
and chief executive officer 
of Tampa Electric, said 
in a prepared statement. 
“Air conditioners are 
working harder, and bills 
are higher as a result.”

S T O R Y  O F  T H E 
WEEK: Gov. Ron De-
Santis on Wednesday 
suspended Orlando-area 
State Attorney Monique 
Worrell, accusing the 
prosecutor of “neglecting 
her duty” and being lax 
on criminal enforcement.

QUOTE  OF  THE 
WEEK: “The authoritari-
an tactic of removing du-
ly-elected officials without 
legal cause is a direct 
affront to voters and Gov. 
DeSantis’ removal of the 
Orlando state attorney 
is a brazen and petulant 
act of a flailing presi-
dential candidate whose 
disregard for democracy 
and the rule of law is 
deeply troubling.” — U.S. 
Rep. Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, a South Florida 
Democrat.

Weekly Roundup: DeSantis aims at another state attorney
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COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. IT’S MONUMEN-
TAL

The United States 
has a new national 
monument. Located 
in the area surround-
ing the Grand Can-
yon, the new monu-
ment is called Baaj 
Nwaavjo I’tah Kukve-
ni, which comes from 
the phrases for “where 
tribes roam” and “our 
footprints” in the lan-
guages from two In-
digenous tribes. The 
area is home to sev-
eral tribes and loca-
tions they use for cer-
emonial stories and 
rituals. Read more 
about some of the 
tribes that live in the 
land encompassed 
by the new national 
monument in your 
newspaper or online. 
Choose one and write 
a paragraph sum-
marizing what you 
learned about them.

2. CLEAN-UP CREW

The United States is 
funding a new plan to 
vacuum greenhouse 
gases from the sky. 
The $1.2 billion plan 
will help build two 
plants that will vac-
uum carbon dioxide 
out of the air to help 
fight global warming. 
The cost will be split 
between the govern-
ment and two compa-
nies, Occidental Pe-
troleum and Battelle, 
who will build the two 
plants in Texas and 
Louisiana. Scientists 
question whether the 
technology will really 
help, as it requires a 
lot of money and en-
ergy to do. However, 
the plants will cre-
ate 4,800 jobs and 
are predicted to re-
move so much car-
bon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, it’d be 
equivalent to taking 
500,000 gas-pow-
ered cars off the road. 
Write a short sum-
mary of this story 
and draw a picture 
of what you imagine 
a machine that vac-
uums carbon dioxide 
out of the air might 
look like.

3. NO DRIVER? NO 
PROBLEM

Two “robotaxi” ser-
vices recently got 
approval to operate 
in California. The 
driverless cars from 
Cruise and Waymo 
have been tested for 
the past year in San 
Francisco and did 
cause some issues, 
including blocking 
t ra f f i c—inc lud ing 
emergency vehicles, 
which were affect-
ed at least 55 times 
during the trial peri-
od by driverless cars 
stopping in the way. 
The city’s commis-

sioners still voted to 
approve the compa-
nies rolling out their 
services through the 
city. What do you 
think of driverless 
cars? How could they 
be helpful or harm-
ful in a busy city like 
San Francisco? What 
about in a more rural 
area? Do you think 
they would be better 
or worse than a reg-
ular taxi cab, ride-
share service, or pub-
lic transportation like 
a bus or train? Write 
down your thoughts.

4. A BIG GROUP 
PROJECT

A group called the 
Earth BioGenome 
Project, or EBP, is 
trying to sequence 
the DNA of every 
plant, animal, and 
fungus on the planet 
before it’s too late—
meaning before spe-
cies go extinct. To do 
it, researchers are 
constantly search-
ing oceans, deserts, 
rain forests, and 
other landscapes to 
find examples of ev-
ery species that they 
can. They hope that 
by 2029, they will 
have one sequence 
from all 180,000 ge-
nuses—well on their 
way to the 1.8 million 

species we’ve discov-
ered on Earth so far. 
The amount of data 
will be equivalent to 
at least 200 million 
DVDs. It’ll all be used 
to create a genetic 
“tree of life” and could 
help with everything 
from crops to med-
ical research. How 
could understanding 
the DNA that makes 
up other living things 
help us understand 
things about humans 
better? Write down 
what you think and 
share your answers 
with your classmates.

5. SAVE THE 
RAINFOREST

Leaders of eight 
countries in South 
America have agreed 
to help stop defor-
estation in the Am-
azon rainforest. The 
Amazon is home to 
many unique species 
and also helps fight 
global warming, as 
the vast amount of 
trees pull carbon di-
oxide from the air. 
At least 17 percent 
of the rainforest has 
been lost in the last 
50 years from people 
cutting down trees to 
make room for indus-
trial growth. If more 
of the rain forest is 
lost, it will no longer 

be large enough to 
help reduce the car-
bon dioxide in the at-
mosphere and could 
lead to species of 
plants and animals 
not found anywhere 
else to go extinct. 
Read about some 
of the different spe-
cies that live in the 
Amazon rainforest. 
Thinking about the 
previous story about 
the Earth BioGenome 
Project, why would it 
be bad for the plan-
et if species that only 
live in the Amazon go 
extinct because their 
habitat is destroyed? 
Write a paragraph 
about your answer.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Civil rights organiza-
tion
5. Calendar month 
(abbr.)
8. Monetary unit of 
Burma
11. Twyla __, US dancer
13. Everything included
14. “Antman” actor Rudd
15. Italian city
16. Nowhere to be found
17. Mild yellow Dutch 
cheese made in balls
18. Turkish o�cer
20. Perform on stage
21. Ribosomal ribonu-
cleic acid
22. Canadian coastal 
provinces
25. Furnishes anew
30. Edible mollusk
31. No seats available
32. Garden �gurine
33. Two-legged support
38. Rest here please (abbr.)
41. In a silly way
43. One from the Gold-
en State
45. Photographers
48. Native religionn in 
parts of China
49. Dickens character
50. Brodway actress 
Daisy

55. Ancient Greek soph-
ist
56. Undivided
57. Daniel __, French 
composer
59. Nocturnal S. Ameri-
can rodent
60. Rusty
61. Jewish spiritual 
leader
62. Patti Hearst’s captors
63. Popular global holi-
day (abbr.)
64. Tall, slender plant

CLUES DOWN
1. Defunct US energy 
company
2. Fellow
3. It’s issued from volca-
noes
4. Type of acid
5. Winged nut
6. Arouses
7. �ings are served on 
it
8. San Diego ballplayer
9. Currency and a Chi-
nese dynasty
10. __ mater, one’s 
school
12. Exclamation that 
denotes disgust
14. Hairstyle
19. Supreme ancient 

Egyptian god
23. �ey __
24. Connecting line on 
a map
25. Mock
26. One point north of 
due east
27. Chinese philosophi-
cal principle
28. Type of tree
29. Persuade to do 
something
34. A place for travelers 
to rest
35. National Gallery of 
Art designer
36. Panamaniaan prov-
ince
37. Field force unit 
(abbr.)
39. Whalers’ tool
40. Simply
41. Nigerian City
42. Not one
44. Obstruct
45. Political plot
46. Manila hemp plant
47. Dough made from 
corn �our
48. Fishes by letting the 
bob �y
51. Swiss river
52. Plant that makes 
gum
53. A French abbot
54. One point east of 
northeast
58. Get free of

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Written by Elizabeth F. Smith and originally published by the Magnolia Monthly Press in 1972

Life Along the Newport Road: Chapter 3
By ELIZABETH SMITH

Chapter Three

In 1850 when a plank 
road was built from New-
port northward to Chaires 
in Leon County as com-
petition to the Tallahas-
see Railroad hauling cot-
ton down to St. Marks, 
there were two hotels in 
Newport, both of them 
located near a sulphur 
springs. The Washington 
Hotel may have been on 
the east bank of the St. 
Marks River in Newport, 
for there was a puny 
springs near the wood-
en bridge where there is 
now a roadside park. The 
other one was two miles 
further north on the west 
bank and is still there. 
The large frame building 
located on the springs 
was the Newport Springs 
Hotel. If the springs in 
Newport weren’t suffi-
cient for people benefit-
ting from the waters, the 
proprietor offered to take 
them up to the bigger one 
by horse and carriage.

The proprietor of the 
Washington Hotel in 
Newport was Alonzo B. 
Noyes in 1853, a Mas-
sachusetts Yankee who 
was as much a go-get-
ter as Daniel Ladd, but 
not nearly as successful. 
Noyes had married a Ca-
nadian girl and had come 
down to Florida before 
1835, for his five chil-
dren had all been born 
in Florida. Since his par-
ents, Thomas and Mary 
B. Noyes, also lived with 
him, he had nine people 
to feed, and his outlay 
necessitated some busi-
ness sense on his part. 
Beside running the ho-
tel he was also the cus-
toms’ house officer and 
he had a busy time going 
up and down the river to 
tend all his investments. 
For a long time the cus-
toms house had been at 
the lighthouse, then at 
St. Marks, even though 
Noyes lived at Newport. 
Noyes was an inveterate 
letter writer to the federal 
government, and among 
the many projects for 
his fertile mind was the 
building of a marine hos-
pital in St. Marks for sail-
ors coming off the ships 
with yellow fever. He first 
suggested the hospital in 
1853 after Newport and 
St. Marks had suffered 
their worst epidemic and 
were panicky for fear 
their trade would fall off 
with the cotton planters. 
One source said 160 peo-
ple died that year in the 
two towns and the bod-
ies were buried in the 
Newport and St. Marks 
graveyards at nighttime 
to keep the panic from 
spreading. But the wheels 
of bureaucracy ground 
slowly until 1857 when 
the army engineers un-
der a young officer used 
limestone blocks out of 
the old Spanish fort, San 
Marcos de Apalache, to 
build a foundation ad-
jacent to the ruins and 
in a swampy spot that 
was not calculated to 
help the victims of the 
fever. Though the people 
at that time didn’t know 
yellow fever was caused 
by mosquitoes, they did 
think it came from the 
musky swamp odors, or 
miasmas, and a higher 
place would have been 
wiser. The federal gov-
ernment paid a doctor at 
Newport to tend any sail-
ors who came in sick, but 
in 1861 when the block-
ade pinched off trade, 
the hospital was closed. 
It is not known that the 
Confederate government 
ever used the hospital, 
though they were desper-
ate for beds and space. It 
is possible that they were 
afraid it was too close to 
the enemy prowling in 
ships offshore, and they 
did not want Yankees 

coming in and murdering 
the sick and injured in 
their beds.

While this was going 
on Noyes was also im-
porting ice in partnership 
with Daniel Ladd. There 
was also a man named 
Noyes who captained the 
ship in which the ice was 
hauled, no doubt a rela-
tive in those days of ram-
pant nepotism, since it 
would have been impos-
sible for Alonzo to do that 
too. The ad he and Dan-
iel had in the WAKUL-
LA TIMES for June 23, 
1858, said, ‘KEEP COOL 
-Ice for all by the Express 
Line. The Brig GENERAL 
BAILEY, Noyes master, 
15 days from New York, 
has just arrived with 350 
tons more of this luxury, 
which will be dispensed 
to all who desire it, by 
sending their orders to 
the Ice Houses at St. 
Marks and New Port, in 
such quantities as de-
sired at 2c per pound 
for lots of 100 pounds 
or more (where cutting 
is not necessary): under 
100 pounds, 3c. Hous-
es open from daylight to 
8 a.m., and from 6 to 7 
p.m.  Those buying to sell 
again furnished on liber-
al terms.” At the end of 
the ad was this rejoinder, 
“No credit given – melts 
too fast to credit.” The 
two partners preferred to 
take the cash and let the 
credit go.

Noyes was on the 
Board of Trustees for a 
school in Newport the 
same year, and also ran 
the hotel for railroad 
workers that stood n St. 
Marks. Two interesting 
things occurred to Noy-
es during the Civil War. 
When the South seceded 
from the Union, Noyes 
went over to the Confed-
eracy and kept up his 
custom’s collection but 
his letters to Confederate 
Secretary of The Trea-
sury Memminger always 
listed more expenses 
than income because of 
the federal blockade, and 
when the war was over, 
Noyes promptly switched 
back again to the Union 
and kept his job. His au-
thority extended all the 
way down to Tampa Bay, 
since he was the chief 
collector on the upper 
Gulf Coast, and his two 
deputies were stationed 
at Cedar Key and Anclote 
Key. Noyes even sug-
gested having a deputy 
at Anclote Key after the 
war started, thought the 
blockade left very little to 
collect. Memminger wrote 
and asked what reasons 
Noyes had to suggest his 
extra expense

Though Noyes had 
plenty of other problems, 
the on which seems to 
have caused him the 
most trouble was 76 tons 
of steel rails brought in 
for the Pensacola and 
Georgia Railroad which 
was to complete the line 
to Quincy from Tallahas-
see. The company did not 
have the money at the 
time to pay the $56.60 
duty and Noyes kept it 
interned in his ware-
house in St. Marks. One 
night in April of 1861 a 
group of men from the 
company broke into the 
building and carried off 
the rails. Noyes wrote 
post haste to Memminger 
who replied that the duty 
still had to be paid and 
cited the law covering 
it. The exigencies of war 
had prompted the des-
perate act, but here is no 
evidence that the duty 
was ever paid. Strangely 
enough, in spite of the 
need for railroads in car-
rying on the war against 
the North, steel trackage 
had a high duty of 25%, 
while such trivial vani-
ties as women’s hats had 
only 5%.

Two miles north of 
Newport was the other 

hotel at Newport Springs, 
an elaborate and or-
nate frame building for 
planters and their fam-
ilies to visit, usually in 
the fall when fresh oys-
ters were brought in for 
their meals. In the early 
1850’s the family of Su-
san Bradford came, for 
in her diary in 1855 she 
tells of the deaths from 
yellow fever in her family 
and her mother’s desire 
to receive some benefit 
from the healing sulphur 
water. The family lives 
at PINE HILL, a planta-
tion north of Tallahassee 
on the Centerville Road, 
and when talk of seces-
sion had begun not long 
after the plank road was 
built, many of the north-
ern machinists and saw-
millers who had worked 
for her father, Edward 
Bradford, had returned 
to the north. Susan again 
returned to the springs 
when her father in 1863 
went down to the coast to 
make salt for preserving 
meat, and Susan bathed 
at the springs and ate 
some fresh fall peaches.

From Newport Springs 
it was only two-thirds of 
a mile to Magnolia. Here 
a dirt road veered off to 
the right to enter the 
town, but by 1850 it was 
only a ghost town with a 
few buildings and a rot-
ting stockade to remind 
people of its importance 
only 20 years before the 
plank road was built. 
To look at the palmetto 
scrub and briar among 
the pinewoods today, no 
one would ever know a 
town had existed at Mag-
nolia. Though the M. M. 
has written much about 
the town in earlier issues, 
further research has 
turned up new informa-
tion about the town. Ber-
tram Greene in his book 
ANTEBELLUM TALLA-
HASSEE mentions that 
the four Hamlin brothers 
who founded Magnolia 
were in Tallahassee in 
1825 looking for govern-
ment land to buy on a 
stream from which cot-
ton could be shipped out 
to the gulf and around 
the Florida peninsula 
to northern ports. In H. 
Franklin Andrews’ book, 
THE HAMLIN FAMILY, 
the brothers had come 
down to New Orleans in 
1816 with their father 
from Augusta, Maine by 
ship. The father had sold 
his iron ware in New Orle-
ans and gone back north 
but the brothers, three in 
their twenties and two in 
their teens, had gone up 
to Liberty County, Miss. 
and bought government 
land along the Mississip-
pi River which they sold 
in lots to new settlers 
while shipping cotton 
down to New Orleans. 
Nothing is known about 
this period in the broth-
ers lives except that John 
and Nathaniel Hamlin 
married two girls, proba-
bly related named Aman-
da and Amelia Robinson, 
and Theophilus Hamlin 
Jr., the youngest boy, 
died in his teens. Lizzie 
Brown of Tallahassee 
mentions the Hamlin’s 
being in Tallahassee in 
1825. Her father later be-
came Governor Thomas 
Brown.

Greene mentions that 
the first bridge ever to 
span the short St. Marks 
River was built a lit-
tle north of Magnolia to 
connect with a road go-
ing to Monticello in Jef-
ferson County. The road 
was mentioned as being 
planned in an issue of the 
MAGNOLIA ADVERTIS-
ER which was published 
from late in 1828 to early 
in 1830. With a road thus 
going to Monticello thru 
an area of swamp known 
as the Pinhooks, anoth-
er branch veering north-
westward to Tallahassee 
and still another going 

north to Chaires, Magno-
lia was the fulcrum for a 
lot of cotton.

The town was found-
ed in 1827 and lots sold 
briskly for 6 or 7 years. 
The road to Chaires be-
came known as the Mag-
nolia Road. In 1829 a 
shipload of important 
men from Augusta came 
down to visit Magnolia 
and at least one stayed 
for a year, but the oth-
ers returned North. Yet 
another stayed for good. 
That was Joseph Ladd, 
brother-in-law of the four 
Hamlin brothers who had 
married their sister, Sar-
ah. That same year the 
youngest of the brothers, 
Weld, died and was bur-
ied at Magnolia.

A new, unpublished 
manuscript, DANIEL 
LADD, MERCHANT 
PRINCE OF THE FLOR-
IDA FRONTIER, written 
by Dr. Jerrell Shofner 
of Tallahassee, seems to 
have done more to throw 
light on the Hamlin’s and 
the Ladd’s than any book 
yet written. It is the first 
mention so far made out-
side of official records, 
that Joseph Ladd’s wife 
and nearly all of his ten 
children, came to Flor-
ida. Like Theophilus 
Hamlin, Joseph also had 
five sons and five daugh-
ters. The importance of 
these two families on the 
American frontier is such 
that they are mentioned 
extensively not only in 
antebellum newspapers 
but in such periodicals 
as NILE’S REGISTER 
and DEBOW’S REVIEW. 
Never had members of 
two families traveled so 
much under such haz-
ardous conditions, going 
back and forth by boat 
the 1600 miles between 
Magnolia and Augus-
ta as if they were snow 
geese making the sea-
sonal trek, their activities 
and their advertisements 
covering the papers from 
Pensacola to New York to 
Augusta where the KEN-
NEBEC JOURNAL, be-
gun by Luther Severance, 
who married the Ham-
lin’s sister, Ann, started 
the paper in 1824. It is 
still being published.

Apparently Joseph 
sent for his family after 
he had time to get es-
tablished in Magnolia, 
and they came down in 
1833. During this time 
Magnolia had acquired 
a hotel and a bank, the 
Merchants and Plant-
ers Bank of Magnolia 
that printed its own bills 
which are still being 
turned up in odd plac-
es, such as the state of 
Washington.

Magnolia had its best 
years between 1830 and 
1833. In 1834 when a 
group of Tallahassee 
businessmen decided to 
build a mule tram to St. 
Marks, the sale of lots in 
Magnolia began to de-
cline. In 1835 the Ham-
lin brothers were having 
financial troubles and 
George Hamlin, the sec-
ond oldest of the brothers 
and the only unmarried 
one, fought a duel with 
a man named Alexander 
Campbell because the 
latter had informed their 
creditors that the broth-
ers’ business was failing. 
George killed Campbell 
in a pistol fight at Man-
nington on the Georgia 
line north of Chaires, 
Joseph Ladd bought out 
his brothers-in- law and 
saved them from bank-
ruptcy, and two months 
later died of yellow fever. 
The next year the Talla-
hassee mule tram to St. 
Marks was completed 
and the people of Magno-
lia slowly began to move 
away.

Only Shofner’s man-
uscript seems to tell the 
real reason why Magnolia 
declined. The Forbes pur-
chase during the second 

Spanish period in Florida 
(1783 – 1821) had been 
invalidated by the U. S. 
Supreme Court and the 
townspeople thought 
their lot purchases had 
been illegal. Many left, 
some even tearing down 
their houses and moving 
them off the land. It was 
probably during this time 
that Sarah Hamlin Ladd 
and several of her chil-
dren returned to Augus-
ta because one of them, 
Franklin, became a por-
trait painter in Maine and 
it was his home where all 
the relatives visited when 
they came up from Flori-
da. Joseph E. Ladd also 
went back to Maine and 
was a druggist in the cap-
ital, but apparently came 
back to Florida in the 
early 1850’s, for he too 
is buried in the old Mag-
nolia cemetery. He died 
in 1853. His stone, like 
that of Joseph Ladd, his 
father, and Weld Hamlin, 
his uncle, are still stand-
ing in the briar along the 
St. Marks River to show 
that a town of Magnolia 
had really existed. All 
three of these men are 
listed on a commemo-
rative tombstone that 
stands in the Winthrop 
St. Cemetery in Augus-
ta, surrounded by fam-
ily members and their 
graves. The Winthrop St. 
Cemetery is well tended. 
The Magnolia Cemetery 
has nearly disappeared. 

Another man who 
owned a lot of property I 
Magnolia was Benjamin 
Byrd who had settled 
with his family north of 
Chaires in the Miccos-
ukee area after coming 
down from North Caro-
lina in the middle of the 
1820’s. Other members 
of the family who came 
down to Wakulla County 
included A. W. C. Byrd 
who probably had more 
slaves than any other 
man in the county, and 
Olivia Byrd, who had a 
plantation near Sopchop-
py in the 1850’s. Most of 
this family is buried in 
the Byrd-Parrish Ceme-
tery near Miccosukee.

Dr. James Bryant of 
Tallahassee tells much 
about the Byrd’s in his 
book INDIAN SPRINGS, 
published in October of 
1971 and reviewed in the 
February M. M. Benjamin 
Byrd’s father-in-law, Ar-
thur Burney, was born in 
North Carolina in 1773, 
moved with his wife Sar-
ah down to Twiggs Coun-
ty, GA in 1805, and ar-
rived in Leon County in 
1826. They had nine chil-
dren, a common amount 
for those days. They wor-
shipped at the church 
on Joseph White’s Casa 
Bianca Plantation in Jef-
ferson County before the 
Indian Springs Baptist 
Church was founded in 
1829 near Miccosukee. 
In 1828 Arthur bought a 
town lot in Magnolia for 
shipping out his cotton, 
though still living at his 
Miccosukee plantation. 
The next year his daugh-
ter Mary married Ben-
jamin at a ceremony in 
Magnolia performed by 
Justice of the Peace Ed 
Seixas.

Benjamin Byrd was 
born in North Carolina 
in 1798 and bought a 
lot from the Hamlin’s in 
1829, a year after his fa-
ther-in-law bought one 
lot. Then, in 1835 when 
the Hamlin’s were hav-
ing so much trouble with 
their creditors, he bought 
681 acres at Magnolia, 
undaunted by the prob-
lems over the Forbes 
Purchase which had 
other neighbors leaving 
the town. He became a 
town councilman and a 
Justice of the Peace. His 
son, Nathan, was born at 
Magnolia in 1838.

Meanwhile the Second 
Seminole War had begun, 
and the Indians were ha-

rassing the people of the 
town. Cattle were stolen 
and in 1840 an unfriend-
ly Seminole who had 
gotten inside the town 
stockade, killed a man 
with his hatchet. About 
the time this occurred, 
two forts were built near 
Magnolia. Ft. Stansber-
ry was built around a 
log house abandoned by 
a settler, a wood stock-
ade built on a rectangle, 
and another was erected 
slightly north of Magno-
lia near the bridge to the 
Pinhook Road and known 
as Ft. Lawton. A road 
went westward from Ft. 
Lawton to Ft. Stansber-
ry near Wakulla Springs, 
and then the road went 
on to Fishers Mill and 
from there to Ft. Braden 
on the Leon County line 
to the northwest.

At the same time the 
Tallahassee Railroad 
built a bridge across the 
St. Marks River and put 
its terminal at the town 
of Port Leon three miles 
nearer to the open bay. 
The town of Port Leon 
was on land now part 
of the St. Marks Wild-
life Refuge. The bridge 
stopped all traffic com-
ing up the river except 
for that brought in by 
barges. (Shofner men-
tions the obstruction at 
the Devil’s Elbow near 
the fort, a narrow chan-
nel that made it hard for 
ships drawing more than 
8 feet to come up the riv-
er even when there were 
no bridges to stop them.)

By this tie Daniel 
Ladd, Joseph’s son, had 
learned all there was to 
know about cotton fac-
toring from his uncles 
John and Nathaniel, and 
bought a waterfront lot in 
Port Leon where he built 
a warehouse higher off 
the ground than anyone 
else. His Uncle John also 
bought a lot in Port Leon 
and probably a few oth-
er men from Magnolia, 
but the others seemed to 
have drifted up the Mag-
nolia road and settled to 
plant cotton instead of 
exporting it.

Benjamin Byrd aban-
doned the store ha had 
in Magnolia. In 1841 
a new yellow fever epi-
demic raged in the Ter-
ritory, in 1842 the Indi-
an troubles died down 
and Fts. Stansberry and 
Lawton were abandoned. 
In 1843 a fire destroyed 
much of the city of Talla-
hassee and a hurricane 
four months later wiped 
out Port Leon. In 1845 
Florida changed from a 
territory to a state and 
William Mosely, a Mic-
cosukee planter became 
the state’s first governor 
and he named Benjamin 
Byrd, his old neighbor 
on the Magnolia Road, 
his first State Treasur-
er. But life was not hap-
py for Byrd. In 1848 his 
wife, Mary Burney Byrd, 
died in Tallahassee, and 
his son Nathan, born in 
Magnolia died in Quin-
cy in 1854 where he was 
attending the Quincy 
Academy. In 1859 his 
daughter Mary Eliza died 
in Cuthbert, GA while at-
tending the Female Acad-
emy there. Life along 
the Newport Road was, 
for the people who lived 
there, a lot of deaths.

(To be continued)

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society 
Museum is located in 
the Old Jail at 24 High 
Drive in Crawfordville. 
Our extensive library 
of civil war books and 
records is available 
for review in the Betty 
Green reading room.
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your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 

Positions starting at $14. Hr.
ROCKY’S – MEDART

(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

S   
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

C  

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE
Crum’s Home Detail

Chris Crum
850-694-4832

Pressure & soft washing, roof 
& gutter cleaning, concrete 

sealing, and dryer duct cleaning.

SERVICESSERVICES

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certified Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

35% OFF   
E N T I R E   

IN-STOCK INVENTORY
V E T E R A N S 

45% OFF
850-421-2277

Monday–Friday 8:00–5:30 
Saturday 8:00–2:00 

http://www.economyautoandtruck.com
572 Woodville Hwy.  1 Mile N of Wakulla Station

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and Locally owned and Locally owned and operated

email or text for more information
Tony (850) 284-2205 Over 10 yrs.  experience!

Wintonspoolservices@gmail.com

Monthly Service 
Starting $175

Residential 
& Commercial

Sorry 
Inground 
pools only

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

SCAN ME for 
an electronic 
edition of this

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

Publish 
Your Story!

Only $500 
Start to Finish

You are the 
author of your life.
Included: 
Editing, Formatting, 
Book cover, 
Selling on Amazon:
In paperback, 
hardback & 
their Kindle e-book.
Contact me through 
Galah Bookstore on 

Facebook 

call me at 931-209-9131 
email at galahbookstore@gmail.com

Theresa Nichols
Author since 2008

Publisher since 2011
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m(the ship) Our Mother 
out of Bon Scours, Ala-
bama, caught 84 crea-
tures and donated them 
to Gulf Specimen Marine 
Lab in effort to bring the 
dead back to life in the 
imaginations of visitors 
to Picklearium.”  

Organisms collected 
for this exhibit are all 
mini monsters who lived 
in the depths of the Gulf 
of Mexico. Because of the 
enormous depths from 
which they live, the op-
portunity to see live spec-
imens is impossible due 
to the pressure drop of 
being hauled to the wa-
ter’s surface. The exhibit 
was funded by a $25,000 
grant from the Division 
of Cultural Affairs, from 
Florida’s Department of 
State.

Because there is no 
practical way to keep 
c r e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s 
deep-water spider crabs, 

starfish, cookie cutter 
sharks, and elephant 
skates alive, the spec-
imens are pickled with 
formalin, a saturated 
formaldehyde solution, 
suspended in lit aquar-
iums within a darkened 
room. Alongside the dis-
played creatures are ed-
ucational videos for visi-
tors to further research. 
QR codes associated with 
the displays are available 
for visitors to capture. 
Specimens display a dark 
glowing bioluminescent 
light.

All sharks were pos-
itively identified by Dr. 
Dean Grubbs, a re-
nowned shark specialist 
at University of Florida 
along with Dr. Gavin 
Naylor. Just a Geek’s 
Josh Thompson is cred-
ited with the computer 
and lighting expertise 
associated with the ex-
hibit. Volunteers from 
the AmeriCorps worked 
on injecting, mounting 

and securing the exhibits 
on platforms with mono-
filament line. Branson 
Balanjee , a world-fa-
mous artist shared his 
art work. A large octopus 
is painted on the ceiling 
by Carrie Hamburg.

“It is a big world out 
there,” said Rudloe. 
“There are many things 
to explore and to see, 
with Pickelarium, visitors 
will get to see things they 
would never get to see 
firsthand elsewise. Fact 
is, live creatures don’t 
last forever, but when 
you pickle them, they can 
last for a hundred years, 
and you don’t have to 
feed them. This exhibit 
is a work in progress, 
we want to make a real 
museum for visitors to 
enjoy.”

Gracie Terrell and 
friend Emily Pendley, 
visiting the aquarium 
from Indiana, said, “This 
is completely different 
than what we have in In-
diana, this is really cool 
and unique.”

Jessica Haubrick and son Franklin at the Picklelarium exhibit.

Picklelarium

 

The Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

wakullarotary@yahoo.com

Purchase 
online 
or at 

12 Arran Road

Saturday September 16th, 2023
5-11PM

Saturday September 16th, 2023

Individual Tickets 
& Tables Available

LEE TAFF, REALTOR

850-933-1390
LEETAFF@WPTPROPERTIES.COM

Call Lee and let him 
“Help you find 

  your way home…”

A 5th generation Wakulla resident, Lee’s family roots run deep in this 
community. Lee has two daughters; Baylee and Mack, and his wife 
Katie of 20 years who is also a lifelong resident.  They are members 
of Grace Baptist Church and when Lee is not at the ball fi eld with his 
girls, he enjoys cornhole, men’s league softball, and hanging out on 
one of our amazing rivers!  
Lee has a passion for the outdoors and loves hunting and fi shing. 

He considers his time in the outdoors his alone time with God, where 
he fi nds peace.   
Lee has spent the last thirteen years working at St. Marks Powder 

where he developed valuable communication and time management 
skills. He made continuous growth during his tenure there. Lee 
also has more than a decade of construction industry knowledge 
and experience. Because of this, he prioritizes providing adequate 
research to ensure his clients have all the details necessary to make 
informed decisions. 
Aside from his incredible work ethic, Lee handles each transaction 

as if were his own and takes pride in developing long-lasting 
relationships with his clients. Give him a call today to take the next 
step toward your real estate dreams!

LEE TAFF,Welcomes

sold out




