
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

As county commis-
sioners grappled with 
whether to hold some 
sort of workshop with 
state officials to talk 
about the issue of com-
mercial development 
o v e r  unde rg round 
caves, County Com-
missioner Chuck Hess 
suggested a way to re-
quire greater scrutiny: 
make gas stations a 
conditional use.

Once the change goes 
through, it would mean 

that a gas station would 
not be a use-by-right of 
commercial zoning, as 
it is now.

Hess’ motion was 
sparked by the ongoing 
controversy over the 
proposed construction 
of a gas station at a 
corner of Crawfordville 
Highway and Bloxham 
Cutoff. The project is 
proposed by Southwest 
Georgia Oil Company.

Cave divers have in-
dicated there are un-
derground caves un-
der that property that 
flow from Chip’s Hole to 

Wakulla Springs.
That proposal is cur-

rently on hold as the 

county has approached 
Florida Forever, the 
state land-acquisition 
program that buys en-
vironmentally sensitive 
lands.  

Hess proposed that, 
going forward, gas sta-
tions would have to get 
granted a conditional 
use permit by the plan-
ning commission, which 
would determine if the 
location of the gas sta-
tion is appropriate. 

Denial of the condi-
tional use – or a citizen  
challenge to the grant-
ing of a permit – would 

be appealed to the coun-
ty commission.

Hess made a motion 
at the county commis-
sion meeting on Mon-
day, Aug. 21, for the 
ordinance to be drafted 
and advertised – an 
effort to speed up the 
approval process for 
the ordinance. It was 
unanimously approved 
by commissioners.

Wakulla Planning Di-
rector Somer Pell an-
ticipated the ordinance 
would be drafted and go 
to the county attorney 
for review and be adver-

tised in the next couple 
of weeks. It would go 
to the planning com-
mission for review, and 
then two public hear-
ings before the county 
commission.

Pell confirmed there 
are two proposed gas 
stations in the pipe-
line: Mack’s Meats in 
Shadeville is propos-
ing  building a new gro-
cery market with fuel 
pumps at its location on 
Shadeville Road; and a 
site plan has been sub-
mitted for a convenience 
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STORM WARNING

Teacher hiring 
‘pause’ underway 

except for large 
classrooms

School board 
receives master 

board certifi cation

Superintendent of Schools 
Bobby Pearce
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Scattered 
Thunderstorms

PM Showers

Saturday

Sunrise 7:15 AM
Sunset 7:59 PM

Sunrise 7:14 AM
Sunset 8:00 PM

Sunrise 7:14 AM
Sunset 8:01 PM

Hi: 88º Lo: 70º   45%Hi: 87º Lo: 73º   57%Hi: 91º Lo: 74º   52%
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FridayThursday

Commissioners v ote unanimously to req uire c onditional use permit for new g as stations in the c ounty

Will resume hiring  after O c tober 
surv ey of number of students

H urric ane may bec ome Categor y 3 when it arrive s on Wednesday

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla County School Board approved a 
pause in hiring for new teachers until October, 
when the fall survey of students in classrooms 
will determine how much state money districts 
receive.

Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce said 
that there will be exceptions – for example, the 
need for a math teacher at the high school level 
is critical, he said. 

Teachers with sig-
nificantly larger class-
es will receive a sti-
pend, Pearce said.

He added that the 
pause is being done 
with an eye on the 
district’s budget, and 
that the pause could 
enable the district 
to give employee pay 
raises.

The pause is en-
abled by the state no 
longer sanctioning 
districts for class size 
violations, Pearce noted.

The district – like districts state-wide – has 
faced a teacher shortage. Pearce commented 
that having brought in some “exhange teachers 
would have been nice,” but that’s off the table 
after a contentious school board meeting several 
months ago when citizens and teachers turned 
out to complain about foreign teachers being 

Special to The Sun

The Wakulla County School Board Members 
and Superintendent were recognized for earn-
ing the Certified Master Board distinction by 
the Florida School Boards Association (FSBA) 
at the Wakulla County School District office in 
Crawfordville, FL Monday, August 22, 2023. 
Carolyn Sanders, Membership Services Associ-
ate, presented the award.

To earn this distinction, a majority of the dis-
trict’s board members and the superintendent 
must be present for 20 training hours including 
a Master Board Forum. The leadership curric-
ulum is designed to offer meaningful learning 

County Commissioner
Chuck Hess

� e National Hurricane Center’s likely path of Idalia as of Tuesday.

By JIM TURNER
News Service of Florida

Rapidly growing in 
strength, a potentially 
devastating hurricane 
remains on a path to hit 
Florida’s Gulf Coast.

At  t rop ica l -s torm 
strength Monday morn-
ing with maximum sus-
tained winds of 65 mph, 
Idalia was forecast to 
make landfall as a Cat-
egory 3 hurricane in the 
northeast gulf’s Big Bend 
region Wednesday morn-
ing, knocking out pow-
er and pushing water 
ashore up to 11 feet in 
some areas.

State Emergency Man-
agement Director Kevin 
Guthrie said during a 
news conference that 
the storm is moving at a 
“strengthening intensity,” 
and people north of Tam-
pa Bay will be affected 
regardless of the forecast 
“cone.”

President Joe Biden 
on Monday approved an 
emergency declaration 
and ordered federal as-
sistance in responding 
to the storm. Gov. Ron 
DeSantis submitted a 
request for aid Sunday 
night to the White House.

Evacuation orders 

were expected to be is-
sued in Gulf Coast coun-
ties, particularly those 
with barrier islands.

DeSantis, who has 
shifted focus from his 
presidential campaign 
as the storm nears, said 
there doesn’t appear to 
be “anything to prevent 
(Idalia) from continuing 
to strengthen.”

“We’ve seen this be-
fore with something 
like Hurricane Michael, 
that continues to gath-
er strength,” DeSantis 
said, referring to a 2018 
storm that caused mas-
sive damage in parts of 
Northwest Florida. “So, 
this is going to be a major 
impact and Floridians 
should expect that this 
storm will be a major 
Category 3-plus hurri-
cane. So, please prepare 
accordingly.”

A storm reaches hurri-
cane strength when max-
imum sustained winds 
hit 74 mph. A Category 
3 storm produces maxi-
mum sustained winds of 
at least 111 mph.

Duke Energy Florida, 
which provides electricity 
in many areas that could 
be affected by the storm, 
said Monday it was mo-
bilizing 4,500 workers 

to help restore power. 
That included bringing in 
crews from other states.

“Duke Energy is ac-
tively monitoring Ida-
lia’s path, intensity and 
timing, and staging re-
sources in safe locations 
to respond to outages 
as soon as it’s safe to do 
so,” Todd Fountain, Duke 
Energy Florida storm di-
rector, said in a prepared 
statement.

DeSantis increased to 
46 the number of coun-
ties under a state of emer-
gency, up from 33 when 
a declaration was first 
issued on Saturday. The 
counties stretch from 
Collier County in South-
west Florida to Bay Coun-
ty in the Panhandle.

The National Hurri-
cane Center posted infor-
mation that said as the 
storm moved into warm 
waters of the southeast 
Gulf of Mexico, conditions 
were conducive for “rapid 
intensification,” and the 
system should keep grow-
ing until landfall.

“Idalia is now forecast 
to become a major hur-
ricane before it reaches 
the gulf coast of Florida,” 
the hurricane center said. 
“The risk continues to in-
crease for life-threatening 

storm surge and dan-
gerous hurricane-force 
winds along portions of 
the west coast of Florida 
and the Florida Panhan-
dle beginning as early as 
late Tuesday.”

Tropical-storm-force 
winds extended outward 
up to 70 miles from the 
center of Idalia.

The track remained 
close to computer mod-
els, commonly referred 
to as spaghetti models, 
that showed the storm 
making landfall between 
the central Panhandle 
and Tampa.

“It should be empha-
sized that only a small 
deviation in the track 
could cause a big change 
in Idalia’s landfall loca-
tion in Florida due to the 
paralleling track to the 
west coast of the state,” 
the hurricane center said.

A storm-surge watch 
was in effect from Choko-
loskee, south of Ever-
glades City, north to Indi-
an Pass in the Panhandle. 
A hurricane watch was 
in effect from Englewood 
in Southwest Florida to 
Indian Pass. A tropical 
storm watch was in effect 
south to the lower Florida 
Keys, west of the Seven 
Mile Bridge.

Solution for gas station issue?

HU R R IC A N E IDA LIA

Showers

Wa r  Ea g l e s  w i n

Pa ge 14
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Dennis Parker – 5th Grade, Riversink Elementary School
Student of the Week

Principal: Catherine Cutchin

Achievements/Reason for Nomination:  Dennis Parker is 
an absolutely outstanding student at Riversink Elementary! 
He consistently maintains a � awless 4.0 GPA, showcasing 
his exceptional academic prowess. Not only is Dennis a star 
in the classroom, but he also brings an incredible amount 
of kindness, friendliness, and fun to the campus. When he’s 
not conquering textbooks, Dennis can be found dominating 
the � elds of football, baseball, soccer, and even swimming! 
Among all the subjects at school, math holds a special place 
in his heart, igniting his passion for numbers and prob-
lem-solving. But let’s not forget about his unforgettable 4th 
grade experience with the incredible Mrs. Stokley! Dennis 
still reminisces about the amazing memories they created 
together, as Mrs. Stokley’s kindness and humor le�  an indeli-
ble mark on his heart. At Riversink, Dennis is the epitome of 
the three R’s: respectful, responsible, and relentlessly eager to 
learn. Get ready to be amazed by this extraordinary student!

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

Th e  p l a n t  g r o w s  i n  m a r s h e s ,  s w a m p s  a n d  i n  d i t c h e s .

Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Marsh rattlesnake master
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 

and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Marsh rattlesnake master (Eryngium aquat-
icum) is a striking wetland wildflower. Numer-
ous tiny flowers form a spiky, ½-1-inch ball 
with a pale bluish white to cornflower blue and 
sometimes purple color. The distinctive flow-
erheads sit atop erect, branched stems 3-to-
5-feet tall. Marsh rattlesnake master occurs 
naturally in sunny marshes and swamps, in 
wet prairies and bogs, along pond edges, and 
in ditches in scattered counties across Florida. 
In home landscapes, it is suited to low spots, 
rain gardens, water gardens, and ponds. It 
does not tolerate drought. Too much shade and 
too fertile soil produce taller, sprawling plants. 
Also called corn snakeroot, this showy peren-
nial attracts many pollinators and is especially 
important for native bees. Marsh rattlesnake 
master is blooming now near the pond at Sop-
choppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ISSUED IN 2008. 
HORSE COUNTRY – Annual use fee is dis-

tributed to PCMI Properties, Inc., to fund 
programs involved in the rehabilitation 
of at-risk youth to provide educational 
materials, athletic equipment, transpor-
tation, food, medical services, counseling, scholarships, and other direct ad-
ministrative and program expenses.

REDESIGNED 2015. 
Protect our Oceans – Annual use 

fee - a portion of the yearly plate 
registration supports the Guy Har-
vey Ocean Foundation (GHOF).

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

TREE REMOVAL
Debri Hauling 
Tractor Work
30+ years Exp. 

Lic. & Ins. 
Free Estimates 

Mike Gibson
850-933-3237
mgi sontree gmail.com  mikegi sontreeservice.com
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PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN

Shell Point residents, top, at the Tuesday unveiling of the Ginger Tillman painting of the 
old Seafarer’s Chapel at the public bath house. Above, Tillman’s son Dan, his daughter 

Tylher and his wife Ginger.

Studio 88 dancers, above, on stage at the Country Tonite 
�eater in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee; and the dancers, le�, 

visiting Dollywood. 

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides this Public Notice Section for all 

Public Notices not published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

A family photo of Tom and Ginger Tillman from years ago.

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Studio 88 dancers travel to Dollywood
By KRYSTAL SHEPPARD

Staff Writer

Competition dancers 
from Studio 88 Dance 
Productions of Craw-
fordville wrapped up 
their summer break 
with a trip to Dolly-
wood in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. The danc-
ers spent a fun day at 
the Dollywood theme 
park together, followed 
by a performance as 
the opening act for the 
Country Tonite Theater, 
along with a Country 
Tonite workshop, Q&A 
and backstage tour of 
the show.          

Studio owner and 
dance instructor, Lau-
ren Holley, said “Dol-
lywood has to be at 
the top of our favorite 
theme park list. The 
kids enjoyed the thrill-
ing rides, entertaining 
shows, and delicious 
food, but most impor-
tantly, time with each 
other. They watched 
the Country Tonite The-
atre show with stars in 

their eyes. We are so 
thankful to have had 
the opportunity to be a 
part of such an amaz-
ing production, it was a 
wonderful weekend for 
our dancers!”  

Studio 88 Dance 
Productions upcoming 
2023/2024 dance sea-

son has just begun, but 
there is already a full 
calendar of upcoming 
performances sched-
uled. 

Local performances 
will include the Blue 
Crab Festival, Valen-
tine’s Day and African 
American Heritage Cel-

ebration parade and 
performances. 

Dancers will also 
participate in the Em-
pire National Dance 
Competition in Valdos-
ta, Georgia, and the Ig-
nite Dance Competition 
in Jacksonville. 

The annual recital for 
all Studio 88 dancers, 
including both recre-
ational and competi-
tion dancers, will be 
held in June 2024 and 
the company dancers 
plan to finish the sea-
son with a cruise and 
performance in July of 
2024. 

Studio 88 Dance Pro-
ductions is a platinum 
award-winning dance 
studio that helps young 
dancers discover their 
full potential and devel-
op their love for dance. 

Contact the studio 
at (850)926-6088 or 
visit their website www.
dancestudio88.com for 
more information or 
to register for dance 
classes.

Shell Point artist Ginger Tillman’s work displayed
By MELISSA JAGGEARS

Correspondent

Beloved local artist 
Ginger Tillman was re-
cently honored in Shell 
Point for her paintings 
of the beach and area 
landmarks, as well as her 
service to the art commu-
nity. A group of about 28 
people gathered at the 
beach on Tuesday, Aug. 
22, to watch the unveiling 
of a print of one of her 
most popular paintings. 

During her career, Till-
man, now 85, painted 
several versions of the 
original Seafarer’s Chapel 
in Shell Point, which once 
stood where the current 
public beach bathroom 
stands today. Friends of 
the family obtained per-
mission to reproduce Till-
man’s painting on a 4’ x 
8’ metal sheet and asked 
the county to attach it 
to the outside wall of the 
bathroom building for all 
to enjoy.

Several friends and 
family members spoke 
highly of the artist, who 
was unable to attend due 
to poor health. Harriett 
Rich of Shell Point said 
she has known Tillman 
for 30 years through a 
community art class she 
regularly attended.

“She is the absolute 
best artist I have ever 
seen,” Rich said. “She 
would teach us tips to 
make things look real. 
And she made life fun 
wherever she went.”

Tillman’s son Dan, of 
Crawfordville, said he re-
calls watching his mother 
paint one version of the 
chapel in particular. “I 
was about 10 years old 
and remember sitting 
on the golf cart watching 

her paint,” he said. “We 
have that painting in our 
home.”

His wife, also named 

Ginger, said the family 
affectionately calls her 
“Ginger Jr.” Their daugh-
ter, Tylher, also attend-

ed the ceremony. Dan’s 
brother, Britt, of Wakulla 
Station was not able to 
attend.

Friends recalled when 
a “crowd” of about six 
people would attend ser-
vices at the old chapel, 
sitting on donated sofas. 
The building was also 
used as a cafe and as a 
Coast Guard Auxiliary 
emergency radio center 
that handled calls from 

distressed boaters.
Over the years, Tillman 

had some of her paintings 
printed on notecards to 
sell at fundraisers. Pro-
ceeds from the notecard 
sales, as well as fish fries 
and many other events, 
raised about $6,000, 
which helped to build 
the current chapel at the 
end of Shell Point Road.

Tillman, originally 
from Jasper, Florida, 
moved to Shell Point full-
time in 1980, with her 
husband and children. 
She was a fifth grade 
teacher at Crawfordville 
Elementary for 13 years, 
where she also taught art. 
She served as a member 
of Christ Church Angli-
can in Crawfordville and 
enjoyed dancing with 
the Wakulla Wigglers 
through the county’s se-
nior center. 

Tillman’s husband of 

more than 60 years, Tom, 
passed away last year. 
Her grandson, Taylor, 
also passed away last 
year from a car accident 
at age 24. 

Tillman now resides in 
an assisted living center 
in Tallahassee. 

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE: Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners is proposing to build a 
320-foot Self-Support Public Safety Tower lo-
cated at 401 Lonnie Raker Road, Crawfordville, 
Wakulla County, Florida 32327 (30° 15’ 32” 
N/ 84° 21’ 09” W). Public comments regard-
ing potential effects from this site on historic 
properties may be submitted within 30-days 
from the date of this publication to Malyssa 
Peabody, Terracon, 8001 Baymeadows Way, 
suite 1, Jacksonville, FL 32256; 904-549-7377; 
Malyssa.Peabody@terracon.com. Reference 
Terracon Project No. EQ237341

August 31, 2023

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE: Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners is proposing to build a 
320-foot Self-Support Public Safety Tower lo-
cated at 30 Park Avenue, Sopchoppy, Wakulla 
County, Florida 32358 (30° 03’ 25” N/ 84° 29’ 
52” W). Public comments regarding potential 
effects from this site on historic properties may 
be submitted within 30-days from the date of 
this publication to Malyssa Peabody, Terracon, 
8001 Baymeadows Way, suite 1, Jacksonville, 
FL 32256; 904-549-7377; Malyssa.Peabody@
terracon.com. Reference Terracon Project No. 
EQ237344

August 31, 2023

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE: Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners is proposing to build 
a 320-foot Self-Support Public Safety Tower 
located at 7624 Coastal HWY (FL-30), Craw-
fordville, Wakulla County, Florida 32327 (30° 
11’ 29.90” N/ 84° 12’ 29.99” W). Public com-
ments regarding potential effects from this site 
on historic properties may be submitted with-
in 30-days from the date of this publication to 
Malyssa Peabody, Terracon, 8001 Baymeadows 
Way, suite 1, Jacksonville, FL 32256; 904-549-
7377; Malyssa.Peabody@terracon.com. Refer-
ence Terracon Project No. EQ237343

August 31, 2023



Page 4 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, August 31, 2023 www.thewakullasun.com

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

Something on your mind? 
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com; or mail 
it or drop it by the o�  ce at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• ore reporters on t e street
• ore local news a o t o r com-

munity
• ore local content on t e environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Editor, The Sun:

Did you know we have a beach 
volleyball program for both kids and 
adults right here in Wakulla County? 
VOLLEYiQ is a locally owned busi-
ness that has been offering first rate 
coaching to volleyball enthusiasts for 
the past 3 years. VOLLEYiQ wrapped 
up its summer season with a beach 
volle all to rnament at edart ar  
Players from all around came to com-
pete in the Endless Summer Tourna-
ment. 

Players arrived early in the morning 
to hear music playing to 
get everyone pumped up. 
Knowing the heat that we 
have been experiencing 
has been unprecedented, 
VOLLEYiQ took all the 
necessary precautions. 
Industrial fans and tents 
were set up to combat the 
high temperatures. Fruit 
and water were available 
to all who needed it. They 
even had ice cold popsi-
cles for the players. 

Representing Wakul-
la County were Olivia 

ar sdale  a lor er-
cer, Sophia Stolk, and 
Hailey Carroll. While all 
current players on the 

S volle all team and 
members of The Wakulla 
Aces Volleyball Club, the 
girls have continued their 
dedicated to the sport by 
training with VOLLEY-
iQ. Final standings after 
a hot day in the sun put 

Olivia ar sdale and a lor ercer in 
2nd for their pool and Sophia Stolk 
and Hailey Carroll in 3rd. 

Due to an overwhelming interest in 
beach volleyball, VOLLEYiQ will begin 
a fall session registration in Septem-
ber. Sessions will begin in October 
and run through the end of the year. 
For more information, please go to 
https://www.volleyiqfl.com and ele-
vate your game!

Dana Stolk
Crawfordville

Editor, The Sun:

This letter is to inform you of a med-
ical situation regarding my 6 year old 
son that occurred on November 8, 2022 
at Shadeville Elementary.

On November 8, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. 
I arrived to eat lunch with my son at 
sc ool   son went to t e clinic to 
receive his prescribed medication and 
there was a data entry operator in the 
clinic who did not identify my Son’s 
full name or date of birth and she was 
ready to dispense an open bottle of 
another child’s controlled substance 
medication that she grabbed from the 
locked medication drawer to my son. I 
intervened and asked my son, “What’s 
wrong?” He said, “I don’t know. I am 
waiting on this lady to give me my med-
ication.” 

The data entry operator asked was 
I his mom? I said, “Yes.” She said, “I 
have never done this before and I was 
asking your son did he take these two 
controlled substances plus his pre-
scribed medication and he said, ‘I don’t 
know.’” 

 said  a am  e is  ears old and 
he doesn’t know the name of his medi-
cine, plus you have the wrong medica-
tion, my son does not take that.”  

If I had not been there that day, this 
could have been BAD and my son may-
be not be here today.  

I filed a complaint with the school 
principal and human resources on 
Nov. 9, and my Husband and I visited 
the School Board meeting about this on 
Dec. 12.

I had to ask the school principal if he 
could please not allow this employee to 
return to the clinic and could he please 
place photos on the medication baskets 
for another form of identification, the 
principal was very good about making 
sure these two requests were complet-
ed, and to my knowledge he has not 
allowed this employee to return to the 
clinic per our request. 

Eight months has passed by since 
we presented the incident to the school 
board and not one board members has 

reached out to us about this situation.. 
 The Wakulla school board policy 

5.62 is: Each school principal shall 
designate a staff member(s) to admin-
ister prescribed medications.  The staff 
member(s) shall be trained annually by 
a licensed nurse or licensed physician. 
Only staff that has been designated by 
the principal and have received train-
ing shall have access to the medication. 

The purpose of this letter is to inform 
the parents of Wakulla County that 
Wakulla County School board voted on 
Aug. 21 to continue the Department 
of Health contract for clinical services. 
Are you aware that the Wakulla coun-
ty school board will not obtain a RN or 
LPN for elementary school or middle 
school students, but they have an LPN 
for the high school due to funding?  The 
Wakulla County School Board pays 
the Department of Health $25,162.75 
quarterly which is July-September, Oc-
to er-Decem er  an ar - arc  and 
April-June, this is a total of $96,651.00 
for school health services. 

Parents and/or guardians: I am 
here to tell you, when your child is 
given the wrong medication because 
a Wakulla County School Board 
“trained” employed is dispensing con-
trolled substance medication, instead 
of a licensed nurse dispensing medica-
tion to your child and something BAD 
happens-- you can thank the Wakulla 
County School board for the medical 
error because it’s all about “funding” 
and apparently the school board fails 
to defend the children and their par-
ents about this. The Wakulla County 
School board members can’t afford an 
RN or LPN to work in the schools, but I 
bet they can afford a lawsuit when that 
amount will be larger than the salary of 
an LPN or RN!

Shool board members I will leave 
you with these words: When you know 
better ; you do better! 

You can make effort or you can make 
excuses, but you can’t make both. 

Sherra L. Reatherford
Crawfordville

New beach volleyball team School medication dispensing is concern

Sophia Stolk playing beach volleyball.
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“It’s A New Day!”

Calendar of events for the week of August 31
On the Horizon

� ursday, August 31

• Th e Wakulla War Eagles have the second 
game of the season, traveling to Orlando to 
take on the Balboa Buccaneers at 7 p.m.
• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at TCC 
Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere will 
be concessions and ra�  es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin 
Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are 
$12, packages available at New Posh on 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Friday, September 1

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, September 2

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee 
St.
• Th e Panacea Community Garden Farm-
er’s Market will be held from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon  in downtown Panacea.

Monday, September 4

• LABOR DAY – Banks, schools and gov-
ernment o�  ces will be closed.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is available 
weekly for anyone with memory impair-

ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative 
Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are $12, 
at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, September 5

• County commission meets at 5 p.m. 
in the commission chambers. A 4 p.m. 
budget workshop is set. An appeal of a 
planning matter is set for 3 p.m.
• Sopchoppy community dinner is held ev-
ery week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-

onee St.

Wednesday, September 6

• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, 
Wednesday, First Class - 11 a.m. Wakulla 
Community Center. Bring a Mat. Come 
early to sign in. Chair Yoga participants 
welcome. $2 per class.
• Muffi  ns with Moms Prenatal Support 
Group meets at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10 
a.m. at the Wakulla County Health De-
partment. Contact Liz Neighbors at 850-
888-6078 or elizabeth.neighbors@fl health.
gov for more information.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.
• A Line Dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center every Wednesday.
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< Question of The Week > 

H E ATH E R  STALLING S
CUSTOMER SERVICE

“W e live  on D ic kerson 
B ay so we are ge tting 

sand bags , movi ng b oats 
and furniture. We have  
food. Chargi ng e ve ry 

elec tronic  my teenage r 
has.”

JA SO N TH O MPSO N
WAKULLA ROAD & BRIDGE

“ B ag g ing  sand 
bag s for the 

public .”

Polled afternoon of Monday, Aug. , at sheriff s offi ce sand ag event

J O H N SCH ANK WE ILE R
CDL DRIVER

“ G etting gas  for 
the ge nerator. I 
have  food and 
plenty of water 

already.”

“ We’ re in Spring  
Creek so we are putting  
plywood on the windows 

and boarding  up the 
g lass doors, g etting  sand 

bag s here today.”

CU R TIS R ASMU SO N

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

JI MMY  D AV IS
RENT-A-CENTER

“ G etting  water and 
food supplies, boards 

for the windows if 
needed, batteries for 

the lanterns and some 
c andles.”

What are you doing to prepare for the storm?

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

Articles to this paper must be sub-
mitted to meet the deadline for print-
ing (Mondays, at noon), which means 
I must write well ahead of upcoming 
events. 

Right now, as I write this, there 
is a storm churning in the southern 
Gulf of Mexico. Slow moving, the ex-
pectation is that it will  quicken once 
it reaches the warmer, deeper waters 
further north. Prognosticators are 
hedging their bets on just where Hur-
ricane Idalia will come ashore, as well 
as how powerful she may be. 

But the Governor has begun plan-
ning, and asked that thirty counties 
have hurricane watch/preparations 
begun. 

Now is the time to stock up on wa-
ter, batteries, non-perishables and 
gas for your generator. Everyone stay 
safe and aware.

My neighbors and I have watched 
with curiosity the construction of the 
new Dollar General Market Store on 
the corner of  Woodville Highway and 
Bloxham Cutoff. It opened two weeks 
ago, and the young lady who manag-
es it is an energetic, enthusiastic and 
friendly representative of the compa-
ny. Still being stocked, this large store 
will eventually carry many choices of 
fresh, frozen and canned goods. It 
also has a wide assortment of house-
hold goods, decor, health items and 
entertainment.  Be sure to stop in and 
check them out.

A concerned citizen contacted me 
about the traffic at the intersection of 
Crawfordville Highway and the Coast-
al Highway (U.S. Hwy. 98). Since 
school started this year, she has wit-
nessed three different southbound ve-
hicles, at different times, do a U-turn 
at the light in order to go north. In 
all these instances, there was an or-
ange light, which indicates the driver 
has the right of way ONLY if there is 
no on-coming traffic. She expressed 
concern that Wakulla drivers are un-
familiar with orange signals, as well 
as proper turning etiquette. Just re-
member the adage, “Better safe than 
sorry!”

This past Saturday 4-H had its Fall 
Open House at the Extension Office, 
and had a great turn out. This year 
they are offering a number of clubs, 
including an equine care and infor-

mation club, a cooking club, and a 
shooting sports club. Kudos to Rachel 
Pienta and the great staff of the Ex-
tension Office for bringing 4-H back 
to Wakulla County, and making it a 
spectacular success. If you’re inter-
ested in participating in one of these 
exciting and fun clubs, call Wakulla 
Extension at 850.926.3931 for more 
information.

Please continue your prayers for 
Sebastian Mosely and his family. He 
is steadily improving and living in a 
transition home, instead of the hos-
pital. So happy for them as he grows 
stronger and closer to moving home 
to Crawfordville!

Happy birthday to Thelma Watts, 
Caylee Cox and  Cale Cox. Hope you 
all have many more. 

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Man has a duty, and that is to fear 
God and keep His commandments; his 
is the whole duty of man. (Ecclesiates 
12:13)

A wise man will hear will increase 
learning, and a man of understand-
ing shall attain unto wise counsels. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge.

The Book of Ecclesiates concludes 
with two reasons for fearing God and 

keeping His commandents: one, it is 
our duty; and two, the Lord will hold 
us accountable for every good, evil, and 
secret deed performed. 

In neither case is it guaranteed that 
life for thefaithful will be hardship or 
opposition.

Christians must live their lives ac-
cording to God’s divine standard and 
example – Jesus Christ.

Someone asked, What must one do 
to find happiness in life?

The Word implore us to live a life 

worthy of the calling you have received 
from God. 

I encourage each of you as followers 
of God to rise up to his calling for such 
a time as this. We are called to be not 
just believers, but doers of the Word. 
Not just disciples, but apostles of fath.

This is not just a call to action, but 
a call to spiritual arms. Gird ourselves 
with the word of God. Let our light 
shine.

Happy birthday wishes to Mother 
Dovis Robinson, Sept. 26; Xavier Ash, 
Sept. 1; Ezella Rosier, Sept. 3; Antio-
netta Easter, Sept. 6; Helyy Richard-
son, Sept. 10; Leroy Wood, Sept. 13; 

Shante Grimmet, Sept. 13; Crystal 
Green, Sept. 19; Nathaniel Smith, Sept. 
25; Ka Kyus Hines, Sept. 18; and Sier-
ra Beard, Sept. 8. Remembering Moth-
er Doris Rosier Mackey on Sept. 1, her 
100th birthday.

Let us pray for all the sick and 
shut-in, those in the hospital, nursing 
homes, those in prison, the homeless, 
those that have lost family and loved 
ones. 

Let us remember the Rev. Rodney 
Smith in the passing of his aunt. Con-
tinue to pray for our county and every-
one. Pray for our children’s safety. Let 
us pray for each other and be blessed.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.

This report is for activity Aug. 18 
to 24:

FRIDAY, AUGUST 18

•  pilot attempted to land is 
waterplane on the Sopchoppy river.  
The craft skipped and then flipped 
over and broke apart. The pilot sus-
tained minor injuries. Passenger had 
no injuries. FAA, GFC, DEP and FHP 
assisted in the recovery and investi-
gation.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19

• n emplo ee at oodwill report-
ed Lauren Williams trespassing at 
the store after being issued a tres-
pass warning on July 4th. Williams 
had left the area upon deputies ar-
rival. This case has been sent to 
detectives for further investigation. 
Deputy Shayne Broxie responded.

• Dep t  rnesto r illo respond-

ed to White Tail Drive in reference to 
a theft complaint. Upon arrival Dep-
uty Trujillo made contact with Hele-
na Batts, who advised someone stole 
her father’s Ranger side-by-side 
from the residence. Upon further in-
vestigation the Ranger was recovered 
at a home on Dempsey Drive. Wendy 
Shields was placed under arrest and 
transported to the Wakulla County 
Jail without incident.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20

• sset protection staff at al-
Mart reported a suspicious person 
hanging around Walmart. The inves-
tigation revealed Joshua Turbeville 
had allegedly stolen several items 
from Walmart. Turbeville was placed 
under arrest and transported to the 
Wakulla County Jail. Deputy Heath-
er Will investigated.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22

• Dep t  Striplin  cond cted a 
traffic stop for failure to yield the 
right of way. The driver, John  Sor-
rie, was found not to have a val-
id driver’s license. And the tag had 
been expired for over two years. Sor-
rie was arrested and transported to 
the Wakulla County Jail.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23

• Dep ties responded to rif  
Bay Road in reference to a vehicle 
fire. Upon arrival the vehicle was 
fully engulfed. Wakulla Fire-Rescue 
responded and extinguished the fire. 
Contact was made with the owner, 
Harold Robison, who had left his ve-
hicle at a co-worker’s residence and 
carpooled to work. Robison respond-
ed back to the residence and advised 
his 2002 F-150 didn’t have any is-
sues he knew of and he had just 
parked it. The truck was a total loss.

• Dep t  D stin att ews re-
sponded to Squaw Road in reference 
to a fraud complaint. Upon arrival 

Deputy Matthews made contact with 
Sarah Stains, who advised while she 
was looking at her bank statement, 
she noticed an unauthorized charge 
was made on her account. She ad-
vised someone using her card to or-
der on Walmart.com in the amount 
of $139.71. This case has been sent 
to detectives for further investiga-
tion.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24

• Dep t  rnesto r illo respond-
ed to Dempsey Drive in reference to 
a possible stolen vehicle. Upon arriv-
al Deputy Trujillo made contact with 
Ana Schwimmer, who advised she 
had her mechanic tow her car to his 
shop (in Tallahassee) over a month 
ago and now he is refusing to give 
the vehicle back. This case has been 
sent to detectives for further inves-
tigation.

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100 or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun
www.TheWakullaSun.com
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outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

Well, I know which 
.380 I like best. It’s 
the Sig Sauer P238 
that I’ve had for over 
8 years. It’s small, 
shoots easily, fits in 
my purse, is highly 
concealable and… it’s 
pretty.

Don’t knock pretty. 
Joe found me some 
gorgeous pale-yel-
low carved wooden 
grips. My hand closes 
around these grips in 
a comfortable familiar 
way. There will nev-
er be a little gun as 
fun to practice hand/
eye coordination as 
this. Josh Wayner in 
The Truth About Guns 
agrees. He calls the 
P238 “the Rolex of car-
ry guns.”

But wait! New guns 
have come on the mar-
ket! New .380s that are 
easy to shoot! But will 
they measure up to 
the Sig? We’re about 
to find out. And this 
report is not from a 
large group of people: 
it’s from my experi-
ence shooting all 3 at 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office (WCSO) 
range.

My friend Gladys 
brings along her Smith 
& Wesson .380 Shield 
EZ, and I have my 
trusty Sig P238 and 
a new and very inex-
pensive Ruger Security 
.380. I mean inexpen-
sive as in downright 
cheap, except that the 

word “cheap” comes 
across as a derogatory 
term and I mean no 
disrespect at all to this 
new Ruger. Wait ‘til 
you find out more.

I shoot my Sig P238 
first. Yep. Fits my 
small hand. Now, on 
a scale of 1—5, with 1 
being easiest or “like 
it,” and 5 meaning 
hard or “don’t like it,” 
I rate trigger pull and 
trigger travel. Both get 
a 2. Not bad. 

Recoil is a tad more, 
and it gets a 2.5. Of 
course, I love the grip 
and it gets a 1. 

Jacking the slide? 
Pretty easy. It gets a 
1.5.

So, you see, the Sig 
is an easy little guy. 
How do I shoot? Um, 
well I hit the 8-inch 
target on each of the 
5 shots, but they are 
spread all over. Frank-
ly, I expect to shoot a 
bit better, but maybe 
I’m not warmed up.

Next, I shoot the Ru-
ger Security. Again, 
trigger pull and trigger 
travel both get a 2. 
Recoil is a bit easier: 
probably because this 
gun is larger than the 
Sig and so its mass is 
absorbing some of the 
kick.

Grip? This one is 
great for a small hand 
as well. It gets a 1.5.

Slide? This is the 
slide you can jack with 
only 2 fingers. Yay for 
the slide. Haven’t met 
an easier slide.

Accuracy? No brag: 
just fact. I get a nice 
tight group, with the 
first shot in the x-ring 
and the next shot on 
the line of the x-ring. 
That’s so satisfying. 

Finally, it’s the S&W 
Shield EZ .380. It’s EZ 
because it’s so darn 
easy to load. Just like 
many .22s, you pull 
a button downward 
on the magazine and 

drop in your rounds. 
Honestly, though, after 
about 5 rounds, my 
thumb on the button 
gets tired and I finish 
filling the last 3 rounds 
using an UpLula.

Like the Sig and the 
Ruger, I give the S&W 
trigger pull and trigger 
travel both 2s. Its re-
coil is the same as the 
Sig at 2.5. The slide 
seems a bit heavier 
than the others, but 
not much.

Selling points for the 
.380 handguns:

• Si  Sa er  is 
the most concealable 
and lightest,

• R er Sec rit  as 
the easiest-to-rack 
slide, and is (to me) 
the most accurate, and

• Smit   esson 
Shield EZ .380 has the 
easiest-to-load maga-
zines.

Differences?
C o s t ?  S i g  S a u -

er runs from $599 - 
$799. Smith & Wesson 
around $450. Ruger 
from $299 - $350. Ru-
ger calls the Security 

“modestly priced.” Big 
difference in cost!

Rounds in the mag-
azine? Sig has 6 and 
you can find an ex-
tendo-mag that will 
hold 7. Smith & Wes-
son holds 8 rounds, 
and 2 magazines come 
with it. Ruger holds… 
What is this? The Ru-
ger comes with both 
10 and 15-round mag-
azines. Big difference!

Weight? Sig is 15.2 
ounces,  unloaded. 
Smith & Wesson is 
18.3 ounces and Ruger 
is 19.7 ounces.

Size? Sig is 5.5” over-
all, S&W is 6.7” and 
Ruger is 6.52”. S&W 
is 1.04” wide and the 
Ruger is 1.02” wide. 
When you put the Ru-
ger and the S&W side 
by side, they appear to 
be very close in size.

Hammer? All 3 guns 
are hammer-fired guns. 
You can see the ham-
mer on the Sig, but the 
other 2 have internal 
hammers. Remember, 
sometimes you can’t 
see the hammer, but 

it can still be a ham-
mer-fired gun. Others 
are striker-fired. It’s 
helpful to be able to tell 
the difference so you 
don’t have to depend 
on another person’s 
assertion.

Safety? The Sig has 
a manual safety on 
the frame. The S&W 
has a grip safety but 
no manual safety. The 
Ruger has both a trig-
ger safety and a manu-
al safety. Other models 
may have safeties as 
options, but this is 
what are on these par-
ticular guns.

Ammunition? I use 
reloads from a trusted 
reloader in all 3 hand-
guns. All 3 guns shoot 
thm well.

Likeability? If the 
Great Gun Fairy were 
to drop from the sky 
and offer me one of 
these .380s, I’d ask for 
the Sig because of its 
concealable size and 
the narrow grip. 

Then I’d want to ask 
for the S&W for its 

easy loading. 
Last, I’d ask for the 

Ruger because of its 
10 and 15-round mag-
azines and also for its 
extremely easy-to-rack 
slide.

Finally, I’d ask for 
the Ruger because if 
the Gun Fairy is of-
fering, I don’t want 
to seem to be really 
grabby and the Ruger 
is by far the cheapest. 
Ahem. 

I mean the least ex-
pensive.

So, remember:
Ruger for the slide, 

S&W’s easy mag.
Sig for the size that 

fits best in my bag.
If you’d like to see it 

and if a storm doesn’t 
come our way, I’ll be 
bringing the Ruger Se-
curity .380 to the range 
again next Wednesday 
around 10 a.m.

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

Battle of three .380s

Scallop Season
Has Arrived!

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE

Mask, Fins 
& Snorkels
Mask, Fins 
& Snorkels

850745-8208

HIGH 
QUALITY!

HUGE 
INVENTORY!

WAKULLADIVING.com

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son is on a birding expedition. Here’s a past photo of a 

white ibis .
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The past week brought 
a tropical system into our 
area and we are lifely to 
have with more on the 
horizon. While we do not 
always get an impact form 
the weather in our re-
gion, the increased wave 
action in tidal changes 
can create challenges in 
navigation.

Boating after a large 
weather event, such as a 
hurricane, it is important 
to be familiar with the 
area you are boating in. 
Buoys can and do get 
moved, beached, or go 
missing. Using added 
caution and being aware 
there may be debris in the 
water are critical in the 
days following a storm.

This can make navigat-
ing the shallow channels 
challenging for our re-
gion. Our closest ATON 
(aides to navigation) team 

is in Panama City, mak-
ing it critical that when 
we notice a problem we 
report it. 

It is also important that 
when out on the water, 
you maintain a good look 
out and slow down until 
there has been sufficient 
time for the debris to clear 
our waterways and any 
problems with buoys are 
fixed. 

For more information 
on storm preparedness 
and safety, visit NOAA at 
noaa.gov/hurricane-prep 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember safe 
boating is no accident!!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 

Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on FaceBook 
@ Apalachee Bay Flotilla 
12 or contact our Flotil-
la Commander Phil Hill 
at pnkkhill2000@yahoo.
com 

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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MinorTimes Major Times
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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84%

75%

65%

54% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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From FWC

This report represents 
some events the FWC 
handled Aug. 11 - 17 in 
the Northwest Region. 
(There were no cases re-
ported for Wakulla Coun-
ty.) 

SANTA ROSA COUNTY

• Officers Ramos and 
Ates were on night patrol 
and observed two sub-
jects gigging and attempt-
ing to take flounder. The 
vessel they were using 
did not display required 
navigational lights. The 
officers conducted a boat-
ing safety and resource 
inspection and asked 
the subjects if they had 
any fish. One of the sub-
jects replied they had 
a flounder and took it 
from a small cooler and 
showed the officers, im-
plying it was the only fish 
on board. Officer Ramos 
continued investigating 
and discovered the sub-
jects were also in posses-
sion of a red drum they 
had gigged, which is an 
illegal method of harvest 

for this species. Officer 
Ates issued the subject 
a notice to appear for the 
violations.

Cases from the North 
Central Region:

DIXIE COUNTY

• Officer Specialist 
Sheffield and Lt. Ward 
observed an airboat ap-
proaching a local boat 
ramp in Dixie County. 
Once the airboat was 
loaded onto a trailer, 
subjects began to move 
fish from the vessel to a 
cooler. A marine resource 
inspection was conduct-
ed, and it was determined 
the operator of the ves-
sel was in possession of 
several undersized black 
drum and flounder. There 
were also multiple vessel 
safety and registration 
violations. Officer Spe-
cialist Sheffield issued 
the appropriate citations.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

• Senior Officer Daven-
port initiated an investi-
gation into possible title 
fraud on a vessel he had 
stopped for an inspection 

on the Santa Fe River.  
After observing the ves-
sel’s hull identification 
number had been tam-
pered with, the vessel was 
seized. In the following 
weeks, Officer Davenport 
conducted multiple inter-
views involving individu-
als from several different 
states. With the help of 
FWC Investigations, Of-
ficer Davenport was able 
to determine the subjects 
filed false information on 
Florida Department of 
Highway Safety and Mo-
tor Vehicles paperwork to 
obtain a homemade ves-
sel title.  The vessel’s hull 
identification number 
was also tampered with 
to remove it from the ves-
sel. Two felony charges 
and one misdemeanor 
charge were filed with the 
Suwannee County State 
Attorney’s Office.  

• Officer Cline followed 
up on two individuals 
who were illegally camp-
ing on Suwannee River 
Water Management Dis-
trict lands. The individ-
uals were initially issued 
warnings for multiple 
violations with the un-

derstanding that all litter 
was to be cleaned up. 
The officer checked mul-
tiple times over a span of 
two weeks to verify if the 
litter had been cleaned 
up. Officer Cline found 
a variety of litter, which 
exceeded 15 pounds, was 
left behind and he filed 
the appropriate charges.

TAYLOR COUNTY

• Officer Rowe received 
a call regarding a miss-
ing subject. The only 
information the officer 
received was a 75-year-
old male subject left at 
around 9 a.m. to go fish-
ing. Officer Rowe and 
Lieutenant Loyed began a 
search and after looking 
for five hours, they found 
the subject just inside 
Dixie County on the edge 
of the Steinhatchee River. 
The subject had a medi-
cal condition and slipped 
down the embankment 
and did not have the 
strength to get back to 
his vehicle. He was trans-
ported to a local hospital 
for severe dehydration 
and observation. 

FWC Law Enforcement Report
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Questions about regulators.

Let’s discuss the “regulator rental vs. buy” ques-
tion. Here are the cons of buying:

Buying Cons:
1. You have to maintain the service on the set of 

regulators that you buy; the average yearly cost 
is $145-$175 depending on the type and brand of 
the regulators.

2. You have to properly rinse, dry, and store them in 
an indoor environment.

3. You have to make sure that you do not use more 
than 40% oxygen when diving with them.
Renting Pros:

1. You can generally rent regulators at your diving 
destination.

2. You don’t have to worry with the annual mainte-
nance of the regulators.

3. You don’t have to worry about where to store the 
regulators. 

Renting Cons:
1. The rental regulators are usually on the low end 

of the performance spectrum.
2. You’re using regulators that have been rented by 

people before you.
3. They are usually older styles because most shops 

don’t buy new ones very often.
4. Depending on your destination they can be priced 

higher to rent.

You see there is a lot to consider when it comes to 
buying your first set of regulators.

One of the other tough questions that my students 
ask is about buying second-hand or used regulators 
on the internet.

Let’s look at that because with the economy the 
way it is people want to save as much of their hard 
earned money as possible. 

You see a set of regulators on the net for what 
seems like a low price. If they are new then beware 
because a lot of regulators that look good are really 
junk regulators because they are some off-brand 
name and are made using cheap components. 

I would suggest you call a reputable dive shop and 
ask them about that particular brand.

Let’s say you see a used set of regulators on the 
internet for a low price and it’s a recognized name 
brand. You should call the individual who is selling 
them to find out what year were they made, when was 
the last service on them with the receipt, and why 
are they selling them for such a low price.

If you will look very carefully and ask the right 
questions then you should be able to find what you 
want for the right price.

Remember that your life depends on what you use 
in the open water.

This is a repeat of a column that appeared in 
August of last year. 
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Working with purpose – in honor of Labor Day

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Your deadline for that 
report is one day closer 
than it was yesterday. 
Yikes! While desperate-
ly trying to put a dent 

in the research project 
you should have started 
weeks ago, a co-worker 
walks past your office 
door. 

You can practically 
hear him smiling.

Curious, you chase 
him down the hall. “Hey! 
How’s your part of the 
report coming along?”

“Handed it in this 
morning,” he answers 
with that noisy smile.

“This is the last time I 
wait until the last min-
ute,” you mutter as you 
walk back to your office. 
And you mean it – ev-
ery bit as much as you 

meant it last month. 
And the month before 
that.

Does this scenario 
ring too true? 

What happens in the 
time between, “I’ll start 
earlier” and “Yikes!”? 

We begin with good 
intentions. We say, “I’ll 
get to it first thing in 
the morning.” Then the 
whole day passes with 
no progress. Whether 
we mismanage our time 
or feel the project is too 
intimidating, another 
week goes by, and we’ve 
nothing to show for it – 
except more anxiety.

Discouragement and 
fear play a big part in 
this. When I go through 
a dry spell at work (not 
closing enough sales), I 
busy myself with other 
tasks rather than get-
ting back on the phone. 
And when I hit a wall 
writing my screenplay 
because the project 
seems so daunting, I 
avoid my laptop. 

What would happen 
the next time we fail 
to follow through on 
a task, if we stopped 
focusing on the project 
and started focusing on 
the One we ultimate-

ly serve? Look at Co-
lossians 3:23 (ESV): 
“Whatever you do, work 
heartily, as for the Lord 
and not for men.”

Would doing our 
tasks out of devotion 
to our heavenly Father 
change the way we ap-
proached our work? Not 
to mention the outcome 
of the project itself? 
What if we commit to 
begin working on our 
projects in a more timely 
manner and seeing it 
through to the end – all 
the while, asking God to 
equip us for the tasks?

In honor of Labor Day, 

consider this thought: 
Whether or not we’re 
ahead of a deadline or 
right on top of it, if we 
work as unto the Lord, 
it’ll be less stressful. 
It may even provoke a 
smile in us. I suspect 
God will be smiling too.

I love hearing God 
smile. Don’t you?

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By CHERYL CRUCE

Hurricane prepared-
ness has been grilled 
into my being for as long 
as I can remember. Mom 
would prepare the inside 
of our home while Dad 
cared for the outside. 
Loose items were moved 
into the storage shed 
or secured by being an-
chored down. Before the 
discovery of bottled wa-
ter, sinks, bathtubs, and 
an abundance of saved 
milk jugs would be filled 

to their brim. Batteries 
were refreshed in the 
transistor radio while 
candles were placed in a 
central location. Finally, 
our board games were 
gathered for family en-
tertainment. 

Somehow, I always 
felt safe in the storms; 
our parents were there 
to protect us. Converse-
ly, when Hurricane Dora 
overwhelmed our region, 
we were sent fleeing in 
the middle of the night 
for shelter in the sanctu-
ary of our church. I recall 
being carried through 
the howling winds as the 
rain poured upon us. I 
remember snuggling be-
neath a warm blanket 
with my head on Mom’s 
lap as her sweet voice 
sang me into a peaceful 
sleep.

Looking back, I real-

ize the danger the storm 
imposed. As the winds 
and rains moved across 
the region, our town suf-
fered much damage, as 
did many others. May-
be it was the naïve mind 
of a child, but I do not 
recall experiencing any 
fear during that time. 
I remember the safety 
and the strength of Dad-
dy’s arms carrying me 
through the night. I re-
member the comfort of 
Mama’s love and care for 
us. I can still hear her 
voice singing through 
the night, but for the life 
of me, I cannot hear the 
sound of the winds rag-
ing outside our sanctu-
ary. 

So, it is with the Fa-
ther’s love. His greatest 
joy is being with His chil-
dren. Scripture teaches 
us of a Heavenly Father 

who is like a mighty 
warrior living among us. 
He is God, our protec-
tor, carrying us through 
life’s difficulties. His love 
is strong enough to calm 
our fears as He rejoic-
es over us with singing 
(Zephaniah 3:17). His 
voice is harmonious as 
it echoes throughout the 
sanctuary, quieting our 
spirit with His eternal 
love. 

The Scripture teaches 
us that we do not wrestle 
against the things of this 
world but against the 
powers of darkness in 
heavenly realms (Ephe-
sians 6:12). Our battles 
are often against fear, 
grief, anger, and the lies 
of the enemy. Some-
times, our most arduous 
struggle is watching the 
pain of a loved one as 
they struggle. However, 

these fiery darts of the 
adversary are quenched 
when we reach for the 
shield of faith (Ephe-
sians 6:16). 

There is a surreal 
knowledge in knowing 
our faith brings us to 
the presence of God’s 
protection. The Psalmist 
writes about those who 
seek refuge beneath the 
shadow of the Father’s 
wings. Poetic? Maybe, 
nonetheless, He is our 
hiding place; His prom-
ised faithfulness is our 
armor against the ter-
rors of the night and 
this world’s brokenness 
(Psalm 91). God will 
fight the battle for His 
children if we trust in 
Him (Exodus 14:14).

As children, we gave 
our care to our parents 
because they understood 
the storm’s strength. As 

children of God, we yield 
our care to Him, for only 
God understands the 
force of the enemy rag-
ing against us. Our best 
preparedness is seeking 
the Father through His 
word, speaking to Him 
in prayer, and allowing 
Him to be the Lord of 
our lives. In doing so, we 
will find the safety of His 
sanctuary and shelter 
from the storm. 

Psalm 121:7-8 The 
Lord will keep you from 
all harm—he will watch 
over your life; the Lord 
will watch over your 
coming and going both 
now and forevermore.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

A s  I  g o t  o l d e r , 
the least little thing 
brought back mem-
ories from a lifetime 
ago. From some of the 
memories, I must have 
had an incredible boy-
hood. Too bad I can’t 
live it again. I might 
improve those memo-
ries. Who knows.

For some reason, I 
remembered the word 
“knucklehead.” I ’m 
not sure if it’s still be-
ing used today, but it 
was back when I was 
young.

One memory I have 
is my mother saying, 
“Are you acting like a 
knucklehead or what?”

I was surprised that 
my mother noticed my 
thespian skills. I’m 
anxious to appear on 
Broadway soon.

One time, I asked 
her what a knuckle-
head was. She stared 
at me as usual and 
said, “Go into the bath-
room and look in the 
mirror.”

I was afraid to do 

that because I did not 
understand what she 
meant and was fearful 
of what I might find.

My mother and fa-
ther often would say, 
“Would you stop acting 
like a knucklehead?”

Not knowing what 
they meant and not 
knowing what a knuck-
lehead was, how can I 
stop what I don’t know 
I’ve started?

At the time, I thought 
my parents were mak-
ing this up. I thought 
it was their way of ma-
nipulating me to do 
what they wanted. Af-
ter all, isn’t that what 
parents are supposed 
to do? It was working 
with me.

When they started 
calling me this, I had 
some negative feel-
ings. But the more 
they called me this, 
the happier I became. 
What’s so bad about 
being a knucklehead?

I learned quite a lot 
about being a knuck-
lehead when I was 
young, which has en-
abled me to have more 
fun than I did then. 
I don’t think being a 
knucklehead is that 
bad. There are some 
good aspects to it.

Watching the news 
and seeing what’s hap-
pening in our country 
today, being a knuck-
lehead would be sever-

al steps up the ladder 
of sanity.

Most politicians to-
day do not rise to the 
level of being a knuck-
lehead. And I’m unani-
mous in this. A knuck-
lehead would sure be 
an improvement.

I don’t remember 
what I was doing the 
other day because my 
day was all over the 
place, and nothing 
seemed to work. No 
matter what I did, the 
more my day fell apart. 
I was about to retire 
for the day and call it 
quits when The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage approached 
and said, “Are you act-
ing like your mama’s 
knucklehead?”

That incident re-
minded me of all those 
things about being a 
knucklehead. Some-
body needs to write a 
book on acting like a 
knucklehead. It must 
take a lot of skill and 
talent to “act” like a 
knucklehead.

I am surprised The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage saw all 
those thespian skills 
in me that my parents 
did. It’s not that I’ve 
been trying to keep it 
a secret; I didn’t think 
she was noticing.

How can you get 
through life the way 
it is today if you don’t 

have some level of 
knucklehead-itis?

I had a few days to 
think about this and 
concluded that acting 
like a knucklehead 
does great good in a 
person’s life. For ex-
ample, if somebody 
thinks I’m “acting like 
a knucklehead,” they 
don’t think I’m as bad 
as I am. After all, it is 
just an act. Right?

I was out for lunch 
the other day, and 
looking at my menu, I 
couldn’t think of what 
I wanted. Usually, The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage does 
the choosing. Every-
thing looked great, but 
I wasn’t hungry and 
needed to decide what 
to order.

The waitress asked if 
she could help me and 
what she could get me 
for lunch. I just stared 
at her.

Looking at me in 
confusion, she asked, 
“Is everything all right? 
Is there anything I can 
do to help?”

“No,” I said, looking 
back at my menu, “I’m 

just having a knuckle-
head spasm.”

“I don’t know what 
that is. Do you have 
them often?”

Looking back at her 
with a smile, I replied, 
“Only when I’m awake.”

At the t ime, she 
didn’t know if I was 
joking or falling off my 
rocker. That is the best 
way I found to keep 
a person who’s serv-
ing you at attention. 
Most people seem to 
be afraid of knuckle-
heads.

It seemed like I was 
getting away with it for 
a while, and then The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage came. 
She asked if I could go 
with her to the shop-
ping mall.

I responded, “I can’t 
right now because I’m 
acting like a knuckle-
head and I need the 
time.”

Then she sparked, “I 
don’t think you are act-
ing right now.” That’s 
all she said. Believe 
me, I wasn’t sure how 
to take that.

She says I’m acting 

like a knucklehead at 
one time, and then the 
next time, she tells me 
I’m not acting. Oh boy. 
If I wasn’t a knuckle-
head, I really wouldn’t 
be able to handle this.

As I thought about 
this, a Bible verse came 
to mind. Provers 3:5-7, 
“Trust in the Lord with 
all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine 
own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowl-
edge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths. Be 
not wise in thine own 
eyes: fear the Lord, and 
depart from evil.”

When I try to solve 
my problems my way, 
it never works out. 
Sooner or later, it falls 
apart.  Learning to 
trust God in all things 
is the way to victory in 
all things.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

What’s so bad about a knucklehead?
OUT TO PASTOR
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By TRACY RENEE LEE

Returning to gathered 
worship after losing a 
loved one can be daunt-
ing. The anticipation of 
face-to-face interactions 
may impose anxiety over 
anticipatory questions 
that cause discomfort 
and pain. Although ev-
eryone wants to see you 
back on your feet, the 
reality is that you prob-
ably feel as though you 
are suffering sea legs on 
dry land.

The familiar rhythms 
of life may now seem 
foreign to you. Conver-
sations and time at work, 

school, clubs, and even 
with friends and family 
have most likely become 
awkward and unwieldy. 
Core family commitments 
like church attendance 
also levy additional stress 
into your already drown-
ing coping strategies.

Attendance and par-
ticipation in activities 
that are unnecessary for 
survival become over-
whelming and unwel-
come. American culture 
is focused on happiness 
and popularity; it is anti-
grief-based. The songs 
on our radios begin with 
tragedy and end in tri-
umph in less than three 
minutes. We dress up for 
social engagements and 
hurry in and out with 
animated greetings and 
smiles as though we don’t 
care in the world.

In church, we are pre-
sented with a pathway 
to heavenly happiness 
and quickly pass over 

any pains suffered along 
the way. We concentrate 
on the glory of salvation 
and forget that the road 
to get there is paved with 
trials that inflict real and 
wretched pain. We focus 
on the healings and the 
healed rather than inves-
tigating and understand-
ing the anguish suffered 
before these glorious 
blessings were realized.

Focusing on the prize 
is an excellent strategy if 
you are not called upon to 
bear true agony. If trage-
dy strikes you, a pre-plan 
for coping and recovery is 
a good strategy. Coping 
skills, support networks, 
and navigational abilities 
add up to better recover-
ies than just focusing on 
the end game of every-
thing will be alright.

We may try to keep 
grief at arms’ length, but 
we cannot keep it out 
of our lives indefinitely. 
Eventually, we will expe-

rience our frailties when 
significant loss knocks 
us straight on. At that 
moment, we seek Jesus 
like we never have before. 
The problem is that, most 
likely, he’s at church with 
all of those well-wishers.

So how do we seek 
Jesus and avoid the 
intolerable pain of ev-
eryone wishing us well? 
The answers are reason-
ably straightforward. We 
seek him through know-
ing him before tragedy 
strikes. If we know Him 
and communicate with 
Him before tragedy hits 
us, we will recognize Him 
when we are wrought 
with pain.

Death often ushers in 
a faith crisis. My expe-
riences with loss have 
taught me to lean into my 
faith rather than doubt or 
back away from it. Anger, 
anguish, and pain tempt 
me to lash out and pull 
away from Jesus, but I 

have never found those 
actions to promote re-
covery. In my life, I have 
found that allowing the 
Good Shepherd to shep-
herd me back to a place 
where I can live again is 
my best recovery tactic.

Allowing others to 
minister to you during 
your recovery is a great 
blessing. Friends and 
family want to help even 
from a step away. When 
others ask if there is 
something they can do, 
invite them to pick up a 
few chores from your list 
of responsibilities; gro-
cery shopping, laundry, 
yard work, washing the 
car, and meal prepara-
tion are a few tasks that 
are easily assigned and 
require little one-on-one 
contact. A simple thank 
you card thanks others 
for their services and al-
lows you to feel their love 
without time together. It 
also helps you feel the 

Savior’s love through the 
care and kindness his 
followers show.

My name is Tracy Re-
nee Lee. I am a Certified 
Grief Counselor (GC-C), 
Funeral Director (FDIC), 
published author, syn-
dicated columnist, Pod-
caster, and founder of 
the “Mikey Joe Children’s 
Memorial” and Heaven 
Sent, Corp. I write books, 
weekly bereavement arti-
cles, Podcasts, and Grief 
BRIEFs related to under-
standing and coping with 
grief. I am the American 
Funeral Director of the 
Year Runner-Up and re-
cipient of the BBB’s Integ-
rity Award.

For additional en-
couragement, please 
visit my podcast “Dead-
line” on Spotify and fol-
low me on Instagram at 
“Deadline_TracyLee.”

Facing grief at church
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Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• James Earl Musgrove, 90, of Crawfordville, died August 27, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

• James A. Rutter Jr., 80, of Carrabelle, died August 24, 2023.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

• Patricia Wavine Wood, 75, of Tallahassee, died August 19, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com
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The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
WeseleyWeasel101

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE —Le-
gal wrangling over a new 
Florida law that restricts 
people from China from 
owning property in the 
state continued this 
week, as attorneys rep-
resenting four Chinese 
people and a real-es-
tate brokerage launched 
an appeal of a federal 
judge’s ruling.

The attorneys filed a 
notice that is a first step 
in asking the 11th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
to overturn a ruling by 
U.S. District Judge Allen 
Winsor, who rejected 
issuing a preliminary in-
junction against the law.

The plaintiffs con-
tend the law violates 
equal-protection rights 
and the federal Fair 
Housing Act.

“Florida’s law legit-
imizes and expands 
housing discrimination, 
in violation of both the 
Constitution and the 
Fair Housing Act,” Ash-
ley Gorski, a senior staff 
attorney at the American 
Civil Liberty Union’s 
National Security Proj-
ect and a lawyer for 
the plaintiffs, said after 
Winsor’s Aug. 17 ruling.

The notice filed this 
week did not detail ar-
guments the plaintiffs 
will make at the Atlan-
ta-based appeals court.

The overall law (SB 
264), approved by the 
Legislature and Gov. Ron 
DeSantis this spring, af-
fects people from what 
Florida calls “foreign 
countries of concern.” 
Those nations are Chi-
na, Russia, Iran, North 
Korea, Cuba, Venezuela 
and Syria.

But the lawsuit focus-
es on part of the measure 
that specifically puts re-
strictions on people from 
China who are not U.S. 
citizens or permanent 
U.S. residents. That part 
of the law prohibits peo-
ple “domiciled” in China 
from purchasing proper-
ty in Florida, with some 
exceptions. Such people 
each would be allowed to 
purchase one residen-
tial property up to two 

acres if the property is 
not within five miles of 
a military base and they 
have non-tourist visas.

In denying an injunc-
tion, Winsor wrote that 
the plaintiffs had not 
“shown a substantial 
likelihood of success” on 
the issues in the case. 
The judge, an appoin-
tee of former president 
Donald Trump, cited 
U.S. Supreme Court 
precedents that he said 
“held that states could 
deny aliens ownership 
interests in land within 
their respective borders 
absent an arbitrary or 
unreasonable basis.”

Winsor also wrote 
that the law is “facially 
neutral as to race and 
national origin.”

“It would apply to a 
person of Chinese de-
scent domiciled in China 
the same way it would 
apply to a person not of 
Chinese descent domi-
ciled in China. And its 
application would never 
turn on a person’s race,” 
the judge’s order said.

But during a July 
hearing, Gorski told 
Winsor the state has 
relied on “pernicious 
stereotypes” to conflate 
people from China with 
the Chinese government.

A LEVEL PAST
‘LOCAL’

As a larger debate 
continues over attempts 
to remove or restrict ac-
cess to books in schools, 
state education officials 
on Wednesday approved 
a rule that could help 
set the stage for special 
magistrates to hear dis-
putes about issues such 
as parents’ objections to 
school-library books.

Special magistrates 
could be administrative 
law judges or people 
appointed by the state 
education commissioner 
who have at least five 
years of administrative 
law experience.

Paul Burns, chan-
cellor of the state De-
partment of Education’s 
Division of K-12 Schools, 
said during a meeting 
of the State Board of 
Education that the spe-

cial magistrate process 
would be used “if a dis-
pute could not be re-
solved locally.”

The rule includes lay-
ing out a process for par-
ents to request a special 
magistrate “to determine 
whether a school district 
properly considered a 
parental objection” to 
materials in classrooms 
or school libraries.

To get a special mag-
istrate involved, parents 
would have to fill out re-
quest forms and demon-
strate that objections 
were first filed with their 
local school boards. Par-
ents also would have to 
prove that “the school 
board has either ruled 
on the objection or has 
failed to timely process 
the objection” and de-
scribe how the district 
didn’t properly establish 
or follow policies to re-
solve the objection.

Special magistrates 
would issue recommen-
dations about “whether 
a parent has demon-
strated that the school 
district has failed to cre-
ate an adequate policy” 
or a district “has mate-
rially failed to follow that 
policy.” The recommen-
dations would go to the 
state education board.

State Board of Edu-
cation Chairman Ben 
Gibson said disputes 

over library and class-
room materials should 
be solved at the local 
level.

“I think the point here 
with this rule is that we 
want these decisions 
to be made locally. We 
want these decisions to 
be made in consulta-
tion with the parents, 
the teachers, the su-
perintendent and the 
school board,” Gibson 
said before the rule was 
approved.

But critics described 
the rule as one-sided, fa-
voring people who have 
requested that materials 
be removed from class-
rooms or libraries.

Amy Perwien, an op-
ponent of the rule, said 
she is a parent of pub-
lic-school students and 
that her “parental rights 
are being trampled by 
lone book objectors 
who may not even have 
children in our public 
schools.”

“This law refers to 
a parent disagreeing 
with a school board’s 
decision. However, the 
Department of Educa-
tion has written a rule 
that only allows the book 
objector to file an appeal. 
The proposed rule skews 
the appeal process to 
those who have view-
points based in … lim-
iting speech,” Perwien 

said.
The rule stems from 

a controversial new law 
(HB 1069), which, in 
part, expanded a pro-
hibition on instruction 
about sexual orientation 
and gender identity in 
schools

RESTROOM RULE 
RATIFIED

The state education 
board this week also 
approved a separate rule 
that requires Florida 
public colleges to update 
policies on restrooms 
and changing rooms to 
have separate facilities 
“based on biological sex” 
at birth.

The rule, which ap-
plies to the 28 schools in 
the state college system, 
stems from a law (HB 
1521) signed by De-
Santis in May — which 
supporters dubbed the 
“Safety in Private Spaces 
Act” but LGBTQ-rights 
advocates labeled as 
discriminatory.

Under the rule, college 
restrooms and changing 
facilities will have to be 
“designated for exclusive 
use by males or females,” 
or unisex restrooms or 
changing facilities will 
have to be available. 
The requirements will 
apply to “all facilities on 

all campuses” including 
campus housing.

The measure calls 
for colleges to establish 
disciplinary procedures 
for administrators and 
instructional employees 
who violate the rule. 
The disciplinary actions 
could include verbal 
warnings, written rep-
rimands, suspensions 
without pay and termi-
nation. The rule requires 
that a second violation 
“must result in a termi-
nation.”

STORY  OF  THE 
WEEK: A battle about a 
new Florida law that re-
stricts people from Chi-
na from owning property 
in the state is headed to 
a federal appeals court.

QUOTE OF  THE 
WEEK: “These threats 
of bathroom investiga-
tions, forced firing of 
personnel, and restric-
tions on dormitories in 
the Florida College Sys-
tem will only worsen 
the current culture of 
fear and intimidation 
against the transgender 
community.” — former 
state Rep. Carlos Guill-
ermo Smith, senior pol-
icy adviser for Equality 
Florida.

Weekly Roundup: Fight continues over property law
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COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. IN HOT WATER

Octopuses aren’t 
social creatures—they 
don’t usually live, 
swim, or hunt for food 
in groups. So scientists 
were surprised to find 
a group of thousands 
of octopus grouped 
together on the ocean 
floor off the coast of 
California. Research-
ers discovered the rea-
son: a natural egg in-
cubator. The octopus 
were gathered around 
the base of an extinct 
underwater volcano, 
which lets off heat and 
helps their eggs hatch 
faster. The octopus 
stand watch over their 
eggs, using their many 
legs to push away 
predators like snails 
and shrimp, until they 
hatch. The eggs in this 
location hatched af-
ter 21 months, much 
faster than the four 
or more years other 
deep-sea octopus eggs 
take to hatch. Write a 
short paragraph about 
why you think it would 
be better for octopus 
if their eggs hatched 
faster and if they were 
in a larger group when 
protecting their eggs.

2. SPOTLESS

A rare baby giraffe 
was born at a zoo in 
Limestone, Tennessee, 
recently. The young fe-
male was born without 
the spots typically seen 
on a giraffe, which help 
the animals blend into 
their surroundings 
in the wild. Research 
found only three gi-
raffes reported to have 
been born without 
spots—the most re-
cent in 1972. The zoo 
posted photos of the 
yet-unnamed baby gi-
raffe with the hope of 
encouraging people to 
look into helping gi-
raffes in the wild. Their 
numbers have dropped 
by around 30 percent 
in the last 30 years. 
Think about the way 
the zoo used the birth 
of this rare giraffe to 
turn attention to wild-
life conservation on so-
cial media. Think of a 
cause you’re passion-
ate about and write 
down ideas of some-
thing in your own life 
that you could use to 
draw attention to your 
cause—things like us-
ing a birthday party 
theme or Halloween 
costume to spread 
awareness.

3. PARTY ANIMALS

The Republican de-
bate last week marked 
the start of the activi-
ties leading up to the 
2024 presidential elec-
tion. With all the polit-
ical talk, you may no-
tice two symbols that 
pop up frequently: a 
donkey to represent 
the Democratic Par-
ty and an elephant to 
represent the Republi-
can Party. Those sym-

bols have been used to 
symbolize America’s 
political parties for 
longer than any of us 
have been alive—but 
why? The answer is 
an editorial cartoon-
ist from the 1800s 
named Thomas Nast. 
In his highly detailed 
drawings for Harper’s 
Weekly from 1862 to 
1886, Nast often used 
animals to represent 
politics, pointing out 
its messiness and cha-
os. While he wasn’t the 
first to use the donkey 
or elephant for the par-
ties, his cartoons ce-
mented them in Amer-
icans’ minds. Looking 
up some of Nast’s po-
litical cartoons here is 

a good place to start. 
Pick one and see what 
symbols you can iden-
tify in it. Write a para-
graph with your ideas 
about what Nast might 
be trying to convey.

4. MOON LANDING

India recently be-
came the first country 
to successfully land 
a space craft near the 
south pole of the moon. 
It’s only the fourth 
country to land on the 
moon and now the first 
to explore the area that 
has interested scien-
tists, as they believe it 
may hold frozen water. 
It comes just days after 
Russia’s lunar land-

er crashed attempting 
to land in the same 
region. Now, India’s 
lander will conduct 
experiments and anal-
ysis of the moon’s sur-
face for the next two 
weeks. Write a para-
graph about why you 
think it is important to 
know if there is water 
on the moon’s surface 
and what that could 
mean for humans go-
ing to the moon in the 
future.

5. A DARING RESCUE

Eight people, in-
cluding seven stu-
dents, were rescued 
from a cable car that 
transports them ev-

eryday from their 
mountainside village 
in northwest Pakistan 
to a more populated 
area where they attend 
school. Two of the ca-
bles supporting the car 
snapped, leaving the 
group dangling for 12 
hours while a military 
crew worked to rescue 
them by helicopter and 
zip line. Prior to the ca-
ble car, students had 
to walk for two or three 
hours down a moun-
tainside, cross a river, 
and climb up the op-
posite mountain, then 
walk two more miles to 
reach their high school. 
With the cable car, the 
journey takes just ten 
minutes, and between 

400 and 500 residents 
of the 30,000-person 
village use it to com-
mute every day. Many 
of the cable cars built 
in rural Pakistan are 
privately owned and 
made from existing 
materials, rather than 
new construction and 
technology. Write down 
ways you can think of 
that transportation in 
rural Pakistan could 
be made safer for re-
mote communities in 
the mountains. Do 
you think it would be 
better to improve and 
regulate existing cable 
cars or come up with a 
new solution entirely? 
Share your answers 
with your classmates.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between east 
and southeast
4. At right angles to a 
ship’s length
9. William Penn’s busi-
ness partner
14. __ de plume
15. Accomplished soccer 
coach
16. Bone cavities
17. __ juris: independent
18. Popular Philly sand-
wich
20. Northern Ireland 
county
22. Performing artist
23. S S S
24. Lacks �avor
28. Commercials
29. Anno Domini (in the 
year of Our Lord)
30. Qatar’s capital
31. Indigenous peoples 
of Alberta
33. Popular footwear
37. Indicates position
38. Anglican cathedral
39. Aircra� part
41. Before
42. Blood group
43. Secretory organ
44 .Fencing swords
46. �e small projection 
of a mammary gland

49. Technological ad-
vancement
50. Male parent
51. Dissociable
55. More cold
58. Cape Verde Islands 
capital
59. Blood disorder
60. Creative
64. Sun up in New York
65. Made angry
66. Relieves
67. Brooklyn hoopster
68. Seasonsings
69. Movable barriers
70. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Occur as a result of
2. Spiritual essences
3. Representative
4. Entering
5. Nobel Prize-winning 
physicist
6. Midway between 
northeast and east
7. Consumed
8. Tablelands
9. Kids’ cra� accessory
10. Not known
11. Sound directed 
through two or more 
speakers
12. A major division of 
geological time

13. Wild ox
19. Shock treatment
21. Turner and Lasso are 
two
24. Genus of �owering 
plants
25. Relating to ductless 
glands
26. Stock certi�cate
27. Satis�es
31. Places to enjoy a rest
32. Edward __, author 
and writer
34. “__ but goodie”
35. One hundredth of a 
liter
36. Shabbiness
40. TV personality 
Roker
41. Triangular upper 
part of a building
45. Speed at which you 
move
47. O�end
48. A reference point to 
shoot at
52. Forays
53. Biblical city
54. Blatted
56. Northern sea duck
57. Shabby (slang)
59. Allege
60. Tax collector
61. Whereabouts un-
known
62. Chinese philosophi-
cal principle
63. Indicates equal

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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FOLLOW 
THE SUN.

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FICTITIOUS NAME

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, D eli Cook s &  Serv ers. 

P ositions starting at $ 1 4 . Hr.
ROCK Y’ S –  M ED A RT

(850)926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

S   
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

C  

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS

LAWNMOWERS
2 0”  Yard M achine $ 1 00.  

2 1 ”  Senix   $ 2 00.
Briggs &  Straton 1 2 5cc on each.

Lik e New –  Runs Good!
P ick  up in Crawf ordv ille

907 - 83 0- 894 2

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.b ailey sb ees.com
Find us on Faceb ook  at

b ailey sb eesonline

FOR SALE

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
P ressure &  sof t washing, roof  

&  gutter cleaning, concrete 
sealing, and dry er duct cleaning.

Downsizing / Moving Sale
Furniture, tools, 

household items, clothes.
Sat. Sept. 2

7 A M - until Rain or Shine
1 04  Cov ington Cir. Crawf ordv ille

SERVICESYARD SALESERVICES

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certified Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

35% OFF   
E N T I R E   

IN-STOCK INVENTORY
V E T E R A N S 

45% OFF
850-421-2277

Monday–Friday 8:00–5:30 
Saturday 8:00–2:00 

http://www.economyautoandtruck.com
572 Woodville Hwy.  1 Mile N of Wakulla Station

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and Locally owned and Locally owned and operated

email or text for more information
Tony (850) 284-2205 Over 10 yrs.  experience!

Wintonspoolservices@gmail.com

Monthly Service 
Starting $175

Residential 
& Commercial

Sorry 
Inground 
pools only

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

J ohn A llcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work  on Shoes and tack

A lso –  Custom P roducts

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

Publish 
Your Story!

Only $500 
Start to Finish

You are the 
author of your life.
Included: 
Editing, Formatting, 
Book cover, 
Selling on Amazon:
In paperback, 
hardback & 
their Kindle e-book.
Contact me through 
Galah Bookstore on 

Facebook 

call me at 931-209-9131 
email at galahbookstore@gmail.com

Theresa Nichols
Author since 2008

Publisher since 2011

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business under the fictitious name of Power Forward

THE NOTARY SEAL
Located at 4726 Old Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on August 31, 2023

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways
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O�cials gather to celebrate Sopchoppy’s designation as a trail town.

Special to The Sun

The Florida Depart-
ment of Environmen-
tal Protection recently 
welcomed the City of 
Sopchoppy as a newly 
designated Florida Trail 
Town. The designation 
became official on Aug. 
22 at a meeting of the 
Florida Greenways and 
Trails Council in Mount 
Dora

A Trail Town is a com-
munity located along 
or in proximity to one 
or more long-distance 
non-motorized recre-
ational trails. It is defined 
by the Office of Green-
ways and Trails as a vi-
brant destination where 
people come together. 
It is a place where trail 
users can venture off 
hiking, biking, equestri-
an, or paddling trails to 
enjoy the amenities and 
unique heritage of the 
community, benefiting 

the town economically 
and socially.

“I want to give a spe-
cial thanks to Dr. Liz 
Carter for her immeasur-
able effort and energy in 
pursuing this designa-
tion for the City of Sop-
choppy. We are proud 
to be the smallest city to 
have received this desig-
nation from the Florida 
Greenways and Trails 
Council. Sopchoppy is 
positioned strategically 
within the county for 
residents and visitors to 
benefit from the miles 
of cycling, hiking, and 
paddling trails.” said 
Lara Edwards, Mayor of 
Sopchoppy.

To recognize Florida’s 
Trail Towns, DEP’s Of-
fice of Greenways and 
Trails works with in-
terested communities 
on self-assessments to 
gauge their strengths 
and weaknesses in rela-
tion to their trail systems 

and amenities. Once an 
application is complet-
ed, town candidates are 
considered for approval 
by the legislatively es-
tablished Florida Green-
ways and Trails Council. 
Designated Trail Towns 
are featured on the Office 
of Greenways and Trails 
website and receive 
plaque signage that can 
be placed at trailheads 
and town gateways.

“Wakulla County has 
an amazing variety of 
trails, with Sopchoppy 
being the hub for them 
all,” said Dr. Elizabeth 
“Liz” Carter, President of 
Friends of the Sopchop-
py River, “From Sop-
choppy, folks can con-
nect to literally hundreds 
of miles of hiking, biking, 
and paddling trails, and 
we are looking forward 
to sharing our commu-
nity with even more trail 
users.”

Wakulla beats 
Chiles, 21-17

Sopchoppy is an o�cial trail town WAR EAGLES
FOOTBALL

All games live
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Wave94.com and
our free apps for

Apple and Android
Tune in after every game for the 
Total Care Dental Coach’s Show!

IS ON THE AIR

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.
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To start the 4th quarter, Wakulla faces 4th and 
inches at Chiles 33, and Kless picks it up on a quar-
terback sneak. War Eagle drive finishes with pass 
from Klees to Samron Brinson in the back of the end 
zone. Wakulla back on top of Chiles 21-17.

The Timberwolves try to start a drive as time is 
running out – it ends when War Eagle Devontae 
Roberts intercepts a pass with 1:27 left that sealed 
a Wakulla victory.

War Eagles go into victory formation and run out 
the clock.

Final: Wakulla 21, Chiles 17.

UP NEXT: THE BALBOA BUCCANEERS FROM 
SAN FRANCISCO

The War Eagles travel to Kissimmee on Thursday 
to the Austin-Tindall Sports Complex to play Balboa 
High School from San Francisco.

State champs in California two years ago, the 
Balboa Buccaneers are big, says Coach Klees. The 
front line averages 6’3” and 300 pounds. “That’s 
average,” he says.

He anticipates the Buccaneers will try to use their 
size and come right at the War Eagles – and the War 
Eagles are going to have to use their speed.

But this is Balboa’s first game of the season so 
Wakulla’s coaches don’t have film on the Buccaneers.

“So it’s gonna be basic defense and offense until 
we can figure out” what they’re doing, Klees said.

Klees noted a few players got banged up against 
Chiles – “hopefully nothing too serious,” he says. And 
he’s anxious to get some players back who have been 
out, including lineman Kane Tucker.

Of the trip, Klees says he’s excited to get on the 
road and go to Central Florida. After the game, coach-
es and players plan to visit a water park on Friday 
and have some fun.

Teacher ‘pause’ 

Master school board

Gas station issue

From Front Page

brought in to teach 
classes. 

The president of the 
company that does the 
teacher exchange pro-
gram watched Face-
book video of the meet-
ing posted by partici-
pants and told Pearce 
the company would 
not bring teachers to 
Wakulla out of con-
cern about xenophobic 
comments made at the 

meeting.
Pearce noted that 

Franklin County now 
has  f i v e  exchange 
teachers, and speculat-
ed some of those teach-
ers might have been 
designated for Wakulla 
prior to the company’s 
withdrawal.

He noted that one 
teacher at the high 
school is simultaneous-
ly teaching two class-
rooms of students in 
math – 40 to 45 stu-

dents – bouncing be-
tween the two class-
rooms, and projecting 
her lessons on screens.

There are also some 
overcrowded class-
rooms – for example at 
Wakulla Middle School. 
Those teachers with 
signi f icantly larger 
classes are receiving 
extra money. 

The district faced 
a teacher shortage 
of about two dozen 
teachers before school 
started. Pearce said 
the number of open 
positions is somewhat 

skewed – and he offered 
an example that there 
are currently eight 
substitute teachers in 
classrooms waiting for 
clearance from the state 
to be recognized as ac-
tual teachers.

 And Pearce said it is 
not a hiring freeze, just 
a pause.

“After we see the final 
FTE in October and 
see what the budget 
looks like,” he said that 
the school board could 
consider employee pay 
raises.

From Front Page

sessions concentrating 
on student achieve-
ment through the five 
pillars of the FSBA Gov-
ernance Model: vision, 
accountability, policy, 
community leadership 
and relationships.

“ F S B A ’ s  M a s t e r 

Board program is de-
signed to ensure that 
a school board and su-
perintendent can work 
effectively, efficiently, 
and collectively as a 
governance team while 
maintaining a focus on 
student learning and 
factors contributing to 
the success of schools. 

These board-superin-
tendent teams have 
shown their commit-
ment to alignment of a 
shared vision to ensure 
the desired results for 
their district,” com-
mented FSBA Director 
of Leadership Services, 
Tina Pinkoson.

The Master Board 
Distinction is one of 
several leadership de-
velopment programs 

offered by the Florida 
School Boards Associ-
ation to ensure board 
members  obta in  a 
well-rounded and thor-
ough understanding of 
his or her policy-mak-
ing job responsibilities.

More information 
about all FSBA lead-
ership development of-
ferings and recipients 
can be found on their 
website, FSBA.org.

From Front Page

store with fuel sales 
at the intersection of 
Wakulla Arran and Ca-
jer Posey roads.

After county com-
missioners voted unan-
imously in support of 
Hess’ motion, Com-
mission Chair Ralph 
Thomas announced 
that things are moving 
forward with Florida 
Forever purchasing the 
Southwest Georgia Oil 
Company land. He said 
that the local legislative 
delegation – Rep. Jason 
Shoaf, R-Port St. Joe, 

and Sen. Corey Simon, 
R- Tallahassee – are 
involved.

“This might end up 
being a win-win for ev-
erybody,” Thomas said.

Prior to Hess’ motion, 
Commissioner Fred 
Nichols was making 
the case for a workshop 
with the state officials 
from the Department 
of Environmental Pro-
tection and Northwest 
Florida Water Manage-
ment District. Nichols 
said he wanted DEP and 
NWFWMD to tell the 
county what steps they 
can take to regulate gas 

station locations – since 
county officials were 
told that the proposed 
ordinance that includ-
ed regulations on fuel 
storage tanks was pre-
empted by DEP regula-
tions. (DEP told county 
officials that they would 
have to take on fuel 
tank inspections for 2 
years and then could 
seek more stringent reg-
ulation of fuel tanks. 
County commissioners 
rejected that offer.)

Nichols made a mo-
tion to hold a workshop 
indicating he was frus-
trated with the work 
county staff had spent 
on a past ordinance 
– only to be told by 

the state that it was a 
pre-emption. He said he 
wanted to sit down with 
state officials and figure 
out what could be done.

Commissioner Mike 
Kemp was in agreement 
that such a workshop 
was needed.

County staff  was 
skeptical that state offi-
cials would attend such 
a meeting. Instead, they 
suggested an informa-
tional hearing to have 
state officials discuss 
what their agencies do. 

Commissioners in-
dicated they liked that 
idea and gave staff di-
rection to work to set up 
such a hearing.
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Nehemiah Chandler tries to get to the outside a� er a catch.

Jeremiah � omas picks o�  a Chiles pass at the goal line.
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War Eagles beat Chiles, 21-17
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� ursday,  August 31 at 7 p.m.
Wakulla War Eagles travel to Kissimmee to take 
on the Balboa Buccaneers from  San Francisco

Samron Brinson celebrates a� er catching a touchdown pass that put the War Eagles ahead over the Chiles Timberwolves.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

“It was a great high 
school football game,” 
said Wakul la  Head 
Coach Scott Klees of his 
War Eagles 21-17 win 
over the Chiles Timber-
wolves on Friday night.

“We didn’t play our 
absolute best,” he ac-
knowledges. “But when 
you don’t play your best 
and still win, there’s a 
lot of room to go and 
get better as a football 
team.”

The War Eagles didn’t 
have a lot of success 
with their running game, 
for example. And Klees 
said his team has strug-
gled with the center po-
sition – snaps have been 
a problem, especially in 
shotgun.

“It ’s a good thing 
our quarterback plays 
shortstop on the base-
ball team,” Klees joked, 
noting that QB Haden 
Klees, coach’s son, was 
scooping up balls from 
all over.

One positive take-
away from the game was 
the confidence the War 
Eagles showed as a team 
when they were trailing 
late. “They didn’t flinch 
at all,” Klees said. “They 
went back to work and 
had a drive to take back 
the lead.”

Klees attributed the 
attitude to having a “se-
nior-led team.”

 QB Klees went 16 of 
22 passing for 218 yards 
and 3 touchdowns. As 
an example of the mut-
ed running game, Klees 

was the top rusher with 
48 yards on 7 carries.

Rece iver  Samron 
Brinson had 7 catch-
es for 96 yards and 2 
touchdowns – including 
the game winner.

The defense was led 
by Devontae Roberts, 
who had 10 tackles, 3 
assists and an intercep-
tion that sealed the War 
Eagle win.

Jeremiah Thomas 
was also a big contribu-
tor: On defense he had 
9 tackles and an inter-
ception; and on offense 
he had 3 receptions for 
72 yards.

Kicker Luis Quinto-
nilla was also praised by 
Coach Klees: “He made 
every extra point. And 
on kickoffs, he squibbed 
it – and when they start-
ed moving up, he kicked 
it deep.”

GAME RECAP

Chiles kicked off to 
Wakulla to start the 
game. And the War Ea-
gles first drive was per-
fect: five plays, each for 
more than 10 yards, 
capped by a 30-yard 
touchdown pass from 
quarterback Haden 
Klees to receiver Sam-
rom Brinson. The drive 
took less than 2 minutes 
and Wakulla was up 7-0.

Af ter  exchanging 
punts, Chiles mounts a 
drive and gets inside the 
Wakulla 10. On a 3rd 
and goal inside the 5, 
Chiles QB sacked for a 3 
yard loss. Timberwolves 
kick a field goal to cut 
the Wakulla lead to 7-3.

A n o t h e r  W a k u l -
la punt, then a Chiles 
fumble is recovered by 
Wakulla. Pass to Jere-
miah Thomas then Sam-
ron Brinson. Third and 
10 at 20. Offsides on 
Chiles makes it 3rd and 
5. Klees runs for it. 1st 
and goal at 6. Third and 
goal from half-yard out. 
Pass to Delvon Zanders 
in the back of the end 
zone. Extra point makes 
it Wakulla 14 Chiles 3 

with 9:54 remaining in 
the second quarter.

Ch i l es  threa tens 
again, but War Eagle 
Jeremiah Thomas in-
tercepts a pass at the 
goal line returns it to 
the 23. Wakulla tries a 
fake punt on 4th and 10 
but it comes up 5 yards 
short of a first down. 
Chiles ball at Wakulla 

45. 
Chiles lines up for a 

35-yard field goal - don’t 
think it was intended to 
be a fake, think the holder 
bobbled the hold and tries 
to run – he’s tackled for 
a loss with less than 2 
minutes left in half.

Score at halftime: 14-3.
In the 3rd quarter, 

busted coverage by War 
Eagles on a pass play gets 

a Chiles touchdown, and 
the Wakulla lead is cut 
to 14-10.

After a Wakulla punt is 
returned to the War Ea-
gle 25, and Chiles takes 
advantage of the short 
field, driving into the red 
zone and then scoring on 
a run from the 4. It’s the 
Timberwolves first lead of 
the night: 17-14.

Brought to you by:

COACH
Scott Klees

from the Coach
Scouting report: Balboa is big. Anticipate they’re going to use 
their size and come right at us.

Keys to victory: As always, no turnovers. Play physical. And 
spread it out to use team speed.

Last week: Great high school football game between Wakulla 
and Chiles to start the season. Showed up some shortcom-
ings, like in running game, but also a lot of team con� dence. 
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