
PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
LY

N
D

A
 K

IN
S

E
Y

Concern about rate increases

Discussions with 
D.R. Horton over 
possible well site

Coastal Cleanup held Saturday

Some c ity residents are shoc ked by the 75% inc rease in water, sewer bills –  from $ 80 a month to $ 140

Turn to Page 3

Turn to Page 3

C I TY  OF ST.  MARK S

C I TY  OF SOP C H OP P Y

“It’s a New Day”$ 1  
On e  Se c t i o n

Ou r  2 n d  Ye a r  3 8 t h  Is s u e
Th u r s d a y ,  Se p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 2 3

Locally Owned 
   & Operated

1 96852 36013 0
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

SunnyPartly Cloudy

Saturday

Sunrise 7:26 AM
Sunset 7:33 PM

Sunrise 7:26 AM
Sunset 7:34 PM

Sunrise 7:25 AM
Sunset 7:35 PM

Hi: 86º Lo: 66º   9%Hi: 87º Lo: 65º   5%Hi: 88º Lo: 68º   22%

WeatherSTEMWAKULLA
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St. Marks residents held a community meeting last week at Bo Lynn’s to discuss their concerns about the steep 75% increase in rates for 
water and sewer. � ey asked for a town workshop the next night at the city commission meeting to come up with ideas.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

The Sopchoppy City Council meeting last Mon-
day once again was focused on the issue of wells 
and water, progressing the acquisition of land that 
had been discussed in previous meetings. 

Stewart Haire came to the meeting on behalf of 
the D.R. Horton construction company to discuss 
the possibility of trading land for a well for the 
city water system.  Haire asked for a letter from 
the city that would allow Horton to go ahead with 
purchasing land for a new subdivision. 

The city commission is considering the offer, 
as it would likely be much cheaper for the city if 
they were given this land rather than purchasing 
a different location for $150,000. The commission 
was still unsure, however, because if they did go 
through with the deal with Horton, they don’t 
know if they’d be able to have the well up and 
running by the time the proposed subdivision 
would be constructed, which could potentially 
mean costly expansion to an already overtaxed 
water grid, or leave a hundred-plus new homes 
without water. 

Rather than make a decision they’re unsure of, 
the city commissioners decided to have a dialogue 
with Horton’s representatives, and have some 
studies done to make sure the property is good 
for the well site before proceeding any further.

They haven’t yet gone through with the pur-
chase of land that has been discussed at the 
last few meetings, as the sttate Department of 
Environmental Protection hasn’t sent through all 
the paperwork needed to determine if the site is 
good or not. 

City commissioners said they would rather wait 
rather than make a rushed decision and end up 
regretting it.

The city commission also discussed putting 
proportional share fees on the wells that new de-
velopments are tapping into, which would force 
the developers building and selling these homes 
to pay a percentage of the well’s cost based on the 

By LEGION TAYLOR
and LYNDA KINSEY

A group of St. Marks residents led 
by Tim Roach appeared at last week’s 
St. Marks City Commission meeting to 
request a workshop about the steep 
increase recently in the city’s water 
and sewer rates. 

At the City Hall meeting on Thurs-
day, Sept. 14, the residents expressed 
concerns that the rate increase had 
blindsided many of them, and that 
a workshop should be held both to 
discuss the rate increase and to brain-
storm other ways of raising money for 
St. Marks, rather than the residents 
paying directly. 

During last month’s City Commis-
sion meeting, the commissioners vot-
ed to raise the prices of the city’s water 
utilities by 75%, the first increase in 
the city’s water utilities in several 
years. For many, the increase came 
as a surprise, with Roach stating at 
the meeting that one woman thought 
her bill had gone up because she had 
company stay with her over the course 
of the month, not realizing there had 
been a rate increase. 

The residents suggested a few pos-
sible solutions, such as looking into 
ways to reduce expenses as much as 
possible or to increase revenue from 
other sources, such as collecting boat 
ramp fees. Roach also brought up 
that many of the residents who were 
affected felt as though City Hall wasn’t 
communicating these decisions very 
well, and they wanted to ensure that 
was discussed. 

No date or time was set for the 

workshop during the meeting.
A day earlier, Wednesday, Sept. 13,  

a group of residents met at Bo Lynn’s 
store to discuss their concerns about 
the city’s utility rates.

“When I first got my bill and saw 
that the increase went from $83 to 
$144, I went through town passing 

out these flyers,” Roach said, adding: 
“And this is just for water, sewage 
and trash.” 

 “My toilet flushes fine but the water 
doesn’t taste any better,” Roach said.

More than 30 people attended the 
Wednesday community meeting ex-
pressing various concerns.

One citizen thought that the city 
was spending too much money on a 
city manager while other small cities 
operate for much less, St. Marks is a 
city of  only 302 people.

Discussions came up about the 
boat ramp fees not being collected and 

B OOTS &  B I N G O

By TAMMIE NASON
 of KWCB

Keep Wakulla County Beau-
tiful participated in the 38th 
Annual International Coastal 
Cleanup on Saturday, Sept. 16. 

With the support of Waste-
Pro, Wakulla County and other 
sponsors, we had an outstand-
ing turnout with hundreds of 
volunteers. Volunteers met at 
sites at Mashes Sands, Woolley 
Park, Bottoms Road, Shell Point, 
San Marcos de Apalache, and St. 

Marks Lighthouse. We also had 
divers that cleaned in the St. 
Marks River near the boat ramp.

This year we offered event 
T-shirts that had artwork by 
local artist Rachell Mathis. 

KWCB and the 4-H Team 
CERT program had worked 
together on a litter campaign. 
The 4-H teens then worked with 
Rachell on eye-catching artwork 
for anti-litter signs that can be 
seen throughout the county. 
One of these designs is now the 
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Jayson Reams – Shadeville Elementary School
Student of the Week

Principal: Timothy Wheeler

Achievements/Reason for Nomination:  His 
teacher Mrs. Ro Samlal says, “Jayson loves to 
know the rules and is a stickler for following 
them. He has been a great role model to his 
friends in the classroom and has helped new 
students learn and follow the classroom rules 
and expectations.”

STU DEN T OF TH E W EEK  FEATU RES A 
DI FFEREN T SC H OOL EAC H  W EEK .  

A m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c a r r o t  f a m i l y ,  i t  a t t r a c t s  m a n y  p o l l i n a t o r s .

Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  W e e k  a t  So p c h o p p y  De p o t  P a r k

Water cowbane
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 

and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Water cowbane (Tiedemannia filiformis 
subsp. filiformis) is a wetland wildflower that 
bursts into bloom in shallow freshwater in late 
summer and early fall. Numerous small white 
flowers form umbels, flower clusters with 
equal length stalks from a common center. 
The dainty flowers attract many pollinators. 
Black swallowtail caterpillars depend on this 
member of the carrot family as a food source. 
Water cowbane grows naturally in Florida 
in marshes, bogs, wet prairies, along small 
streams, and in roadside ditches. Rarely for 
sale in nurseries, this wildflower grows easily 
from seed. Flower stalks reach 4-5 feet tall in 
full sun in wet organic muck. Water cowbane 
deserves inclusion in wetland gardens, bog 
gardens, rain gardens, and restoration areas. 
Water cowbane is blooming now in the pond 
at Sopchoppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ISSUED IN 2008. 
HORSE COUNTRY – Annual use fee is dis-

tributed to PCMI Properties, Inc., to fund 
programs involved in the rehabilitation 
of at-risk youth to provide educational 
materials, athletic equipment, transpor-
tation, food, medical services, counseling, scholarships, and other direct ad-
ministrative and program expenses.

REDESIGNED 2015. 
Protect our Oceans – Annual use 

fee - a portion of the yearly plate 
registration supports the Guy Har-
vey Ocean Foundation (GHOF).

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Lunch SpecialsLunch SpecialsJoin us 
for our ONE YEAR  
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION
September 28, 2023

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 

dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 

dry cat ood
• awn ish oa

TREE REMOVAL
Debri Hauling 
Tractor Work
30+ years Exp. 

Lic. & Ins. 
Free Estimates 

Mike Gibson
850-933-3237
mgi sontree gmail.com  mikegi sontreeservice.com
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Coastal Cleanup

St. Marks Sopchoppy

School bus involved 
in near-accident

 Wildcats Sophia Stolk, Olivia Barksdale, Hailey Carroll, Taylor Mercer, Maddison Hart, McKenna Peddicord, Alexis 
Nichols, Hayden Jones, Jorden Hubbell, and Alyson Terrell.

Mary Tufnell, BBH, Sharon Davidson, BBH, Sheri� AJ 
Smith, and Kara Walker, BBH.

From Front Page
 

percentage of the well’s output their development 
will use. 

This would mean that if a new development 
were to use 5% of the maximum amount of water 
that well could pump, it would have to pay 5% of 
the costs to construct the well. That way, the City 
of Sopchoppy would lose far less money on the 
wells, and be able to use that money to improve 
things elsewhere.

In other matters:
• he local -H club came to the meeting to 

request the monetary support of the City of Sop-
choppy, and after a brief presentation about what 
-H is all about  the city commission decided to 

support them at the same level they did last year,  
which amounts to $1,000.

• he city commission unanimously adopted 
the operating budget for the -  fiscal year  
with no debate. 

• A motion was read to close an alley on Wakul-
la Street. The city commission decided that rather 
than closing all alleys all at once, they would 
close them down as they were requested to save 
staff the hassle of paperwork. hey were fine 
with closing the alley  but some paperwork still 
needs to be done by the city staff before it can be 
officially closed. 

• he Light the Night  event was approved to 
be held at Sopchoppy’s epot ark on Oct. th.

Staff Report
 

A Wakulla County School bus was involved in an 
accident early Monday morning, according to the 
Florida Highway atrol.

he school bus with  passengers  driven by 
a -year-old man  was stopped at a stop sign on 

an Miller oad facing southbound. A motorcycle 
being ridden by a -year-old Crawfordville man was 
traveling westbound on Bloxham Cutoff.

The school bus failed to yield the right of way to 
the motorcycle as it turned left onto Bloxham Cutoff, 
according to FH . his caused the motorcycle to 
overturn onto the right side. The school bus stopped 
on the south shoulder and the motorcycle came to 
final rest at Dan Miller Road. There was no collision 
between the two vehicles. The motorcyclist suffered 
minor injuries. There were no injuries reported to 
students on the school bus.

FH  does not release names of people involved in 
wrecks citing the agency’s interpretation of Marsy’s 
Law.

PU B LIC NO TICE S: 
F o r o u r readers’  co n v en ien ce,  The W ak u l l a S u n  

p ro v ides this P u bl ic N o tice S ectio n  f o r al l  P u bl ic 
N o tices n o t p u bl ished in  the L eg al  N o tice sectio n  

o f  the n ew sp ap er.

Special to The Sun

he Wakulla Wildcats headed to allahassee early 
Saturday morning to compete in the Holy Comforter 
Invitational Volleyball Tournament. The tournament 
consisted of  local teams  all competing for the 1 
spot. he WMS team had stiff competition against 
heavy hitters Holy Comforter  Maclay  and the School 
of Math and Science. After a long day games  the Wild-
cats remained undefeated and headed to the cham-
pionship game against the host team. he Wakulla 
Wildcats arose victorious against the Holy Comforter 
Crusaders and claimed their duly deserved No. 1 
championship title.

This stunning achievement and level of play could 
not have been ascertained without the perseverance 
and dedication of their coach Sara alkcom.

Special to The Sun

ig end Hospice cel-
ebrated the opening of 
their new Franklin Coun-
ty office in Eastpoint ear-
lier this month. Although 

H has been providing 
end-of-life care for Frank-
lin County residents for 
over  years  having a 
permanent office in the 
area provides opportu-
nities to offer additional 
programs and services.

Hosting caregiver 
workshops  bereavement 
counseling, and Veteran 
recognition events are 
just a few ways we in-
tend to use this space  
says Sharon Davidson, 
Director of Community 

ngagement for H. 

Staff will also use this 
office in between patient 
visits.

H staff invited the 

community to an open 
house on Sept. th. Over 

 stakeholders stopped 
by to learn more about 

the services available 
through H. In addition 
to enjoying lunch provid-
ed by Chef Gormley, a lo-
cal favorite, they also re-
ceived information about 
the upcoming Dealing 
with ementia workshop 
for caregivers on Oct. 
25th and a new volunteer 
orientation to be held on 
Nov. 1 th.  If you would 
like to learn more about 
becoming a H Volun-
teer, please contact Kara 
Walker  kmwalker
bigbendhospice.org.  

To learn more about 
the Dealing with Demen-
tia workshop please con-
tact Susan Droessler at 
sddroessler bigbendhos-
pice.org or call - -
5310.

From Front Page

artwork for the event 
-shirts.
In partnership with 

volunteer organizations 
and individuals around 
the globe, the Interna-
tional Coastal Clean-
up engages people to 
remove trash from the 
world’s beaches and 
waterways. hanks to 
volunteers around the 
world, the ICC has be-
come a beacon of hope, 
leading and inspiring 
action in support of our 
ocean. Since its begin-
ning, over 16 million vol-
unteers have collected 
more than  million 
pounds of trash. Held in 
more than 100 countries 
around the world every 
September, the Interna-
tional Coastal Cleanup is 
the world’s largest effort 
to rid the ocean and wa-
terways of plastics and 
marine debris and Keep 
Wakulla County eauti-
ful is proud to be among 

those participating.
After the cleanup  all 

the volunteers were in-
vited to Woolley ark 
for lunch. Volunteers 
helped in grilling and 
serving hot dogs pro-
vided by Winn ixie  in 
appreciation for their 
efforts. Beverages were 
supplied from Pepsi 
Refreshment Services 
and chips  cookies 
from KWC  through the 
sponsors. While lunch 
was being served, enter-
tainment was provided 
by Kevin Andrew and 

ockulla students and 
Chris Cottonmouth  
Perry. Several drawings 
were held with prizes 
from local merchants 
and the Weigh our 

utts  cigarette litter 
prize was won by the 
Cub ack  and H.

The cigarette litter 
collected will be retained 
and added to, then sent 
to Terracycle. Terracycle 
recycles them into useful 
objects including park 

benches and ash trays. 
We also had an op-

portunity to show off 
our new supply trailer. 
It will be used to trans-
port supplies to and 
from events and clean-
ups. The trailer features 
photos from local pho-
tographers of photos 
that show of some of 
Wakulla County’s beau-
ty and wildlife. On the 
back is featuring some 
of our sponsors that are 
committed to helping 
us keep our community 
beautiful. The photos 
were submitted by lo-
cal photographers and 
then judge online and 
by board members and 
other county residents. 
Photographers that have 
the images featured are 
Ashlee arton  Justin 
Putnam, Patricia Collins, 
Mary eGreef  Nicole 
Afyouni  arbara Lollie  
Tom Slade, Bob Strauss, 
& Degreta Corbin. The 
trailer also features the 
artwork from achell 
Mathis, that is on the 
t-shirts.

The cleanup yielded 

approximately 6 tons 
of trash including ev-
erything from the usual 
cigarette litter and single 
use plastics to an old 
camera, corded phone, 
vehicle parts, furniture, 
and an old pool liner. The 
trash collected was re-
moved from shorelines, 
wooded areas, nearby 
streets, and in the water 
along the Wakulla Coun-
ty coastline. 

We are very thank-
ful at Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful for 
our wonderful sponsors, 
KWC  board members 
and volunteers.  The 

 KWC  board mem-
bers are resident Jim 
Davis, President Elect 
Steve Sanabria, Sec-
retary thel Jefferson  
reasurer Marc ickie-

son  Joe Morgan  Greg 
James  Lesley Cushman  
Steve Cushman, Debbie 
Singletary  June a-
vis, Christina Sanabria. 
These members, spon-
sors and volunteers are 
the people that make 
these events possible 
and successful.

From Front Page

that no one puts money 
in the envelopes.  

Allen Hobbs  former 
owner of Shell Island Fish 
Camp who had served for 
decades on the city com-
mission, expressed alter-
native options such as 
selling the old Seminole 
Refinery property on the 
St. Marks iver.

Most of the residents 
stated that they didn’t 
know anything about the 
increase until they got 
their monthly bill and 
more than half raised 
their hand when asked 
how many were on fixed 
incomes.

Ryder Rudd, a former 
city commissioner who 
stepped down because a 
state ethics law prevents 
lobbyists from holding 
elected office and whose 
wife, Sharon Rudd, was 

appointed to the city 
commission seat he had 
held, said that changes 
need to occur, adding 
that a new city commis-
sion was just elected and 
citizens need to just give 
them a chance. 

he water and waste-
water fund had been 
drastically under fund-
ed  udd said  adding 
that the issue was ne-
glected for 10 years and 
the city  needs to catch 
up on rates. 

Rudd said he thought 
the city has bunch of 
commissioners who care 
and are going to get this 
city headed in the right 
direction. There is also 
a new city attorney and 
this guy is sharp.

Others agreed that 
smaller increases over 
a longer period of time 
would have been much 
easier for residents to 

handle.
Resident Billy Bishop 

suggested that they ap-
point someone to speak 
for the group and ask for 
a workshop at the com-
mission meeting where 
everyone can throw out 
their ideas and concerns.  

A spokesperson could 
ask for the workshop  

ishop said. If everyone 
gets up there saying the 
same things over and 
over the commissioners 
are going stop hearing it 
after a while. 

Roach was appointed 
to be the spokesperson 
for the group with Lucy 
Gee as alternate at the 
city commission meeting 
to be held the following 
evening.

In other matters:
• Shadrach Hines 

spoke on behalf of  the 
St. Marks Waterfronts 
Florida committee ask-
ing for community help 
for the Brew Fest set for 
Oct. . 

Profits from the Fest 
will be put back into St. 
Marks to improve things 
around the city.

• he Community e-
development Area that 
St. Marks had put in 
place in 2007 still hasn’t 
reached the threshold 
needed for it to pay off, 
both because of the slow 
growth of the city and 
because of the inflated 
prices of the housing 
market when the C A 
was implemented. The 
city commission isn’t 
sure the C A is right for 
St. Marks anymore  but 
they’re going to keep an 
eye on it and see before 
making any decisions. 

•  New City Attorney 
Bill Garner has been 
asked to look into the 
way laws have been ap-
plied when it comes to 
the construction of pole 
barns within the city of 
St. Marks  but at the 
time of the meeting had 
no conclusive results yet. 

WMS Wildcats sweep competition at tourney

Big Bend Hospice in Franklin Co.

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
REQUEST FOR MECHANICAL 

ENGINEERING SERVICES
FOR RIVERSPRINGS MIDDLE

SCHOOL HVAC RENOVATIONS 
AND UPGRADES

S ept . 21, 28, O ct. 5, 2023

The Waku lla Cou nty S chool B oard is accepting 
proposals for Mechanical E ngineering S ervi ces 
to provi de planning, design and constru ction 
adm inistration for HV AC R enova tions and U pgrades 
for portions of R ive rsprings Middle S chool. All those 
interested shou ld su bm it ( 4 )  fou r copies of the following: 
R esu m e, S F330  Form  or eq u iva lent, list of references 
and qualifications to Robert Pearce, Superintendent 
of Wakulla County Schools, P.O. Box 100, 69 Arran 
Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327 by 10:00 A.M. on 
October 20, 2023.



Page 4 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, September 21, 2023 www.thewakullasun.com

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

Something on your mind? 
Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com; or mail 
it or drop it by the o�  ce at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Editor, The Sun:

On Saturday, Oct. 7th, the Wakulla 
County Historical Society in partner-
ship with the Florida Public Archae-
ology Network (FPAN) will be holding 
the first ever Cemetery Resource Pro-
tection Training - Plus (CRPT+).

This full-day workshop, led by 
FPAN archaeologist Nigel Rudolph, 
will start in the Richardson Cemetery 
at 9 a.m. with some demonstrations 
of headstone repair techniques. We 
will then break for lunch and recon-
vene at the Old Jail Museum  Ar-
chives to discuss headstone repair in 
more detail from 1 to 4 p.m.

Richardson Cemetery is located at 

the northeast corner of Hwy. 98 and 
Spring Creek Hwy. The workshop will 
meet there from 9 a.m. to noon.

After a one hour break for lunch 
the workshop will reconvene at the 
Old Jail Museum  Archives   High 
Drive, behind the courthouse.

Wear outdoor clothes and close-
toed shoes.

Be sure to bring water!
Suggested donation of $25 to help 

cover costs (not mandatory)
For questions or to register, please 

contact Debbie Jay at debbiejay@
wakullahistory.org.

Debby Jay
Wakulla County Historical Society

Editor, The Sun:

Re: Sept. 14th front page photo on 
Brad Harvey’s sentencing:

Bill & Lynda,

Having done a lot of Photography 
in my life from a windup 8mm movie 
camera & owning one of the first B&W 
instant cameras, I consider myself a 
semi-pro.

However, that front page photo by 
your staff member, Lynda Kinsey, of 
Mr. Havey’s arrest  blew me away. Ms. 
Kinsey captured that absolutely per-
fectly!

Congratulations on having her con-
tinue with you! Her work is superb!

Bill Catalina
Crawfordville

Editor, The Sun:

Good work on the front page this 
week!

Running the picture as large as you 

did was a paramount messsage to the 
crime of stealing from the taxpayers.

Ray Cade
Crawfordville

Editor, The Sun:

Wakulla County, JOY-Filled 
Journeys is having another event. 
It is our annual fundraiserFesti-
val of JOY, an event for the spe-
cial needs community of Wakulla 
County will be on Saturday,  Sept. 
23 from 2 to 5 p.m. at Wakulla 
Springs Lodge. 

The event is free for those with 
special needs and a nominal fee for 
any other attendees.

We welcome all of Wakulla to 
come out and have fun while sup-

porting our special needs commu-
nity.

There will be carnival games, 
face painting, boat rides,  food, 
treats and much much more.

Please visit our Facebook page 
facebook.com/JOYfuljourney-
scorp to register by Sept. 20.

For more information on this 
event please call Mary Wallace 
850-228-5667. 

Mary Wallace
Crawfordville  

Headstone repair workshop set

On last week’s front page Festival of Joy is Saturday

LETTERS FROM READERS

The Wakulla Sun is published weekly at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327
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    W   
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Subscripti ons to The Wakulla Sun 
In County - $35/yr. - $20/6 mo. Out of County - $50/yr. - $30/6 mo. 

Out of State - $60/yr. - $35/6 mo.

Editor/Publisher: 
William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT: 
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Reporter: 
Legion Taylor

reporter@thewakullasun.com

Circulation: 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Calendar of events for the week of Sept. 21
On the Horizon

� ursday, September 21

• Th e Wakulla War Eagles have an away 
game at Mosley in Lynn Haven at 7 p.m.
• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at TCC 
Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere 
will be concessions and ra�  es.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and 
Yin Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes 
are $12, packages available at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
•Tobacco ree Partnership Meeting, 

4p.m.. Wakulla County Health Depart-
ment.

Friday, September 22

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, September 23

•Th e Festival of Joy, an event for Wakul-
la’s special needs kids, will be held at the 
Lodge at Wakulla Springs from 2 to 5 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Monday, September 

• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is avail-
able weekly for anyone with memory 
impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• Hatha Yoga at 9 a.m. and Restorative 
Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe. Classes are 
$12, at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 
p.m. and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, September 

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 

Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, September 27

• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, 
Wednesday, First Class - 11 a.m. Wakul-
la Community Center. Bring a Mat. 
Come early to sign in. Chair Yoga par-
ticipants welcome. $2 per class.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and at 6:30 p.m. at the American Le-
gion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• A Line Dance class is held at 1 p.m. 
at the Wakulla Senior Center every 
Wednesday.

pcoming  
Saturday, September 30

• Th e Blue Crab festival will be held in 
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< Question of The Week > 

E ILE E N SMITH

“B ingo!  It’ s 
more fun. I 

had boots on 
but they w ere  

killing m y feet.”

ASH LE Y  MCD O NALD
MARIE MACK BOUTIQUE 

SALON

“ B oots - I c ant 
sit still long  
enoug h for 

B ing o.”

Polled at R otary Club of Wakulla’ s annual B oots &  B ingo f undraiser:

B H AV E SH R I PATE L
SYSTEMS ANALYST

“B ingo, I  just 
enjoy it. Nic e 
way to spend  
your time.”

“ B ing o! ”

ME LISSA H U NT
NURSE

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

E LE NA MY H R E

“ B O O TS!  I’ v e 
g ot to g o with 

fashion! ”

BOOTS or BINGO?

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

Finally, we can welcome slightly 
cooler, slightly less humid weather 
to North Florida! Now if it will only 
last, we could all breathe a sigh of 
relief. I have been able to actually 
tuck in and do some gardening with-
out flirting with heat stroke.

Fall is such a glorious season, with 
all my ginger plants blooming, and 
my “hurricane lilies “ (aka, spider lil-
ies) popping up. My summer flowers 

are fading, my winter shrubs’ buds 
are swelling, and leaves are just be-
ginning to change colors. After the 
sweltering summer we’ve all had, it 
is hard not to jump the gun on Au-
tumn. I know you feel it too.

At the end of this month, Satur-
day, the 30th, Panacea will once 
again celebrate the Blue Crab and  
its rich history of harvesting the bay. 
After several years’ absence due to 
Covid precautions, it promises to be 
a really good family time. Mark your 

calendars and join us for a great pa-
rade and festival!

If your church, civic organization 
or business wants to participate in 
the parade or have a booth, you can 
find registration forms at the Blue 
Crab Facebook page. There is no fee 
to be in the parade, and fees for a 
booth are listed with the registration 
forms. Come on out and have a great 
time with friends and visitors alike.

Birthday blessings to Alex Her-
nandez and Rosa Maria Fay, who 
both celebrated their natal days this 
month. Hope they both had wonder-
ful birthdays!

Your prayers are deeply appreci-
ated for both baby Bennie Mott and 
baby Sebastian Mosely as they re-
cover from serious health issues. 
Both are fighters and holding their 
own, praise God! 

In a few weeks the Wakulla Sta-
tion United Methodist Church will 
be celebrating Homecoming. Wheth-
er you are a friend, family,or just cu-
rious, you are invited to join us at 
10 a.m. for worship service and at 
11 a.m. for a delicious covered dish 
dinner full of faith, food, and fellow-
ship.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Someone asked me a question about 
friendship. We don’t talk of friendship 
these days. Most people are so busy, 
they don’t need friends.

The truth is they don’t have time for 
friends. I want to share this with you 
about true friendship: A friend loveth at 
all times, even when the world forsakes 
you.

A friend will gladly suffer privation 
and want in any way possible to bring 
you comfort, and do all he or she can 

for your happiness without expecting 
to receive anything back.

A friend will penetrate the raging, fi-
ery flames, will go around and endure 
untold hardship, pain and suffering. 
Friendship lives in the heart, grows in 
the mind, travels in speech.

Friendship is the surety of peace, the 
seal of love.

Proverbs 18:24 “A man who has 
friends must himself be friendly, But 
there is a friend who sticks closer than 
a brother.”

A friend loveth at all times, and a 

true friend will do you no wrong. As 
Christians, we have the greater friend, 
who is Jesus Christ our Father. Let us 
abide in Him and His love, keep His 
commandments.

He tells us, “Greater love hath no 
man this this that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.”

WE don’t have to lay down our lives, 
but we can pray for one another and be 
there when they need us. 

True friends are not easy to find. 
They are life-given to keep. 

We wish a happy birthday to these 
lovely ladies: Mother Dove Rosier Sept. 
13 and Dr. Davis on Sept. 26. The 
psalms tell us the days of our life are 

three score years and 10, and if by 
reason of strength they be four score 
years. 

Skipper Temple Church will hon-
or one of their deaconesses, Colleen 
Mitchel, on Saturday, Sept. 30 at 3 
p.m. The service is open to all family 
and friends. Speaker will be Deacon-
ess Peathre Johnson from Woodville 
Church of Christ Written in Heaven, 
pastor Elder Steve Jackson.

Let us pray for all the sick and 
shut-in, those in the hospital, nursing 
homes, those in prison, the homeless, 
those that have lost loved ones and all 
in need of help. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

This report is for activity Sept. 8 
to 14:

FRIDAY, SEPT. 8

• A traffic stop was conducted 
on a vehicle for faulty equipment. 
The driver was identified as Pat-
rick Manges. Further investigation 
revealed Manges had a stolen fire-
arm in his possession, along with 
marijuana and THC butter. He was 
additionally charged with posses-
sion of narcotics with intent to sell 
and possession of a weapon during 
the commission of a felony. Mang-
es was arrested and transported to 
the Wakulla County Jail. Deputy Zac 
Monroe investigated.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 9

• eputy odd Kent responded to 
Mossy Drive reference a theft. Dar-
ren Murphy reported his two kata-
na swords stolen. Darren identified 
a possible suspect in the case. Dar-

ren advised the swords were real and 
valued the swords at $250-300. This 
case has been sent to detectives for 
further investigation. 

MONDAY, SEPT. 11

• An employee reported an un-
known white female taking items 
from the Dollar General, at 3134 
Crawfordville Highway, without pay-
ing for them. The investigation iden-
tified Joyce Andrew as the suspect 
in the case. Andrew was located by 
deputies and provided with a notice 
to appear in court for the theft. Dep-
uty Kory Smith investigated.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 12

• eputy Arturo Cordoba respond-
ed to the Wakulla Health Depart-
ment in reference to a complainant 
finding some clothing and other 
items in the wood line. Upon arrival 
Deputy Cordoba took possession of 
two bags of clothes and some mis-
cellaneous medications. The proper-

ty was turned in to Evidence for de-
struction.

• eputy Kory Smith responded 
to Flossy’s Hair Salon in reference 
to the owner finding anti-theft de-
vices in the parking lot. Upon arriv-
al Deputy Smith took possession of 
four anti-theft “push-outs” from the 
complainant. Deputy Smith then 
made contact with staff at Walmart. 
Walmart confirmed the devices were 
theirs but was unable to tell when 
they were stolen.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 13

• eputy akota Haddock re-
sponded to Walmart in reference  to 
multiple thefts occurring over sev-
eral days. Contact was made with 
asset protection staff who advised 
two females and a male entered the 
store and stole miscellaneous items 
passing the last point of sale multi-
ple times the last few days. This case 
has been sent to detectives for fur-
ther investigation.

• eputy Jake Scott responded to 
a home on Mohican Trail to speak 
with James Hooker, who reported 

his ex-boss pointed a gun at him a 
couple of weeks ago. Hooker said 
he didn’t report the incident earlier 
because was worried for his family’s 
safety. This case has been sent to 
detectives for further investigation. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 14

• Anthony Mildred reported his 
storage unit had been burglarized. 
Mildred stated a guitar was valued 
at $800 was the only thing taken. 
There were cameras, however they 
were outdated and non-working. Lt. 
Gibby Gibson investigated.

• Micahlyn Jeziorski reported 
fraudulent activity on a business’s 
bank account. Jeziorski reported an 
employee had deposited a fraudulent 
check into their personal account 
in the amount of $2,951. An affi-
davit for prosecution was signed by 
Jeziorski. This case has been sent to 
detectives for further investigation. 
Deputy Zac Monroe investigated.

Report suspicious or illegal activ-
ity at 850-745-7100 or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

Sponsored in part by the State of Florida through 
the Division of Arts and Culture and the National 

Endowment for the Arts.

TheaterWithAMission.com        

Come time-travel 
with us soon!

#LOCOFORLOVE

Time Travel into the Backstory For Tallahassee’s Bicentennial

22-23 SEPTIEMBRE, 2023
Scan the 

QR Code to 
learn more…

Railroad
Square 

Art District, Tallahassee 

Theater With A Mission
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BIRDING AT THE REFUGE

� e importance of public lands
By DON MORROW

When I was four years 
old, I went over the fence.

My family had moved 
into a new subdivision 
in West Jacksonville, 
behind which there was 
a nine-acre remnant 
piece of longleaf pine 
flatwoods. It was much 
more interesting than 
my yard and the hog 
wire fence that separat-
ed it from the yard was 
easy to climb over.

I spent every day ex-
ploring those woods. 
There was a cypress 
dome to wade through 
and a low area full of 
pitcher plants and sun-
dews. Later when my 
parents forced me to go 
to school, I would return 
home, head across the 
backyard, and climb 
over that fence to contin-
ue my education.

There was much to 
learn. 

Carnivorous plants 

fascinated me and I 
found that I could use 
a pocket knife to slit 
open old pitcher plant 
tubes and examine the 
remains of the insects 
that had been trapped 
inside. 

Using a field guide 
from the library, I man-
aged to identify my first 
bird, a Rufous-sided 
Towhee. In time, I out-
grew my little woods and 
graduated to a larger 
patch of woods within 
biking distance of my 
house.

That nine-acre patch 
of longleaf pine flat-
woods behind my house 
was nothing special. 
Longleaf pines once cov-
ered 90-million acres 
of the coastal plain in 
the Southeast, includ-
ing most of the state of 
Florida. However, those 
woods across the fence 
were an important part 
of my life. They were like 
a starter drug for me, 

leading to a lifelong fas-
cination with the natural 
world.

When I was growing 
up it was much more 
common to have unde-
veloped plots of land ad-
jacent to housing areas. 
They acted as accidental 
parks. 

Today, the world is 
more urbanized and 
83% of the U.S. popula-
tion now live in either ur-
ban or suburban areas.

The woods beyond my 
fence that I explored as 
a child are now mostly a 
strip development. The 
larger patch of woods 
that I had graduated to 
is covered by 40-acres 
of pavement where you 
can buy any of several 
makes of cars. 

Nowadays, taking a 
walk in the woods is not 
as simple as jumping 
over a fence. We rely on 
public lands: national 
wildlife refuges, state 
forests and local parks. 

They belong to us as 
part of our birthright as 
American citizens.

The fourth Saturday 
of every September is 
celebrated annually as 
National Public Lands 
Day. 

This year it falls on 
the Autumnal Equinox, 
Sept. 23rd. Admission to 
St. Marks National Wild-
life Refuge will be free. 
The Lighthouse Keepers 
Quarters will be open, as 
will the Nature Store at 
the Visitor Center.

St. Marks is your Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. 

Come down on the 
first day of Fall and cel-
ebrate National Public 
Lands Day on your very 
own refuge.

There’s no fence. You 
can drive right in.

Don Morrow can be 
contacted at donaldcmor-
row@gmail.com.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

Yes, women, mature 
women and men are dif-
ferent. When it comes to 
shooting your first hand-
gun, wouldn’t you rather 
have the size and the 
big-boned physique of 
a 30-year-old man? No-
tice the helpful videos on 
YouTube. Young men at 
a range show you how 
to shoot 9mm, .38, .40 
or .45-caliber guns. They 
hit the target many times. 
Easy peasy. No problem!

But there is a problem. 
We’re built differently.

Yesterday, at Walmart, 
a woman wanted a case 
of 12 bottles of water. 
Wouldn’t you know, it’s 
on the top shelf. 

She has a tool to move 
the case closer to the 
edge of the shelf. Then 
she looks at the case. She 
starts to raise her arms. 
She looks at the case 
again.

Then, she turns around 
and sees a 30-ish young 
man about to pass her 
cart. 

“Would you mind help-
ing me?” she asks.

In a flash, the good guy 
reaches up, lifts down the 
case, and puts it in her 
buggy.

“Thank you so much!” 
she calls as he waves and 
continues on.

Could she have lifted 
the case herself? Maybe. 
Did she want to chance 
it? No.

And this is a huge prob-
lem when it comes to 
some people and guns. 
What’s easy for a 30-year-
old young man is not so 
easy for a mature woman, 
or even a mature man.

Often, a first suggestion 
from a man for a woman 
is that she should have a 
.38 snub-nose air weight 
revolver for defense. 

“It is just point and 
shoot, it will never jam, it 
will fit in your purse, and 
it has great take-down 
power when you need it,” 
he will say.

Pretty close to true. So, 
what’s the prob?

In the 12 years that Joe 
and I have assisted wom-
en shooting, only three of 
them shot their .38s well 
and happily. All the others 
who had .38s (and there 
have been many), hated 
their guns and never shot 
them again, or sold them 
for something they really 
liked and could handle.

The problem here is 
that this snubby .38 has 
a long and very hard trig-
ger pull and a really hard 
recoil.

Yes, it’s light and fits 
in her purse, but because 
it is light, it has no mass 
to take up some of that 
dreaded recoil. The recoil 
is so harsh that it makes 
a woman’s hands fly up 
in the air right after she 
shoots.

Now, if Mr. Bad had 
friends, how long would it 
take her to bring down her 
arms and aim that gun 
again? It may be too late.

Also, if you want to 
become proficient with 
your gun, will you want 
to practice with your .38? 
Probably not. So, you 
won’t be very secure with 
it when you need it.

Many ranges have 
handguns you can rent. 
This way, you’ll know 
which gun you can handle 
easily and comfortably. 
So, when you see the You-
Tube videos of young men 
shooting, take them with 
a grain of salt. Find some-
thing that works for you.

Since you’re new to 
handguns, and gun own-
ership is a huge responsi-
bility, a beginner’s class or 
a concealed carry class or 
both will give you a whole 
lot of information. This is 
such a good idea. You’ll 
learn about safety, when 
and where you can carry 

a gun, how to point and 
shoot, how to make sure 
no one else can get at your 
guns, and so many other 
pieces of information that 
will make you more com-
fortable even before you 
own a gun. Knowledge is 
a very good thing.

For your first few times, 
take a range experienced 
person with you. That 
person can help you re-
member important in-
structions.

Read all the signs at 
the range. More knowl-
edge. Know what “hot” 
and “cold” means. Buy 
eye and ear protection. 
Now you have some back-
ground about shooting.

What to wear? What to 
wear? 

No, we’re not just be-
ing girlie. First, scoopy-
necked T-shirts may draw 
attention to some of your 
assets, but those shirts 
are not for the range. 
When a semi-automatic 

handgun ejects a shell, 
the shell flies out, usually 
to the right or in front 
of the shooter. This very 
hot casing goes up, then 
comes down. 

If you’re wearing a 
scoopy shirt, this is a log-
ical place for the shell to 
fall. Hot, hot, hot. Burn. 
You’ll pull your shirt away 
from your body, and dance 
the hot-shell Watusi to get 
that casing out.

The answer is to wear a 
high-necked T-shirt, or to 
button up all your buttons 
to your neck. 

Another way to keep 
the casings away from you 
is to wear a ballcap. Yes, 
you’ll have eye protection, 
but a cap’s brim helps to 
keep those hot casings 
away from your face or 
from sliding between your 
glasses and your face.

Casings are very hot, 
but if they fly, touch you 
and fly right off, they really 
don’t burn. It’s just when 

they stay on you for a few 
seconds that you’ll get a 
red mark. So, don’t let a 
casing have a way to stay 
touching you.

I’m going to add 7 
things I think are import-
ant to most women and 
most mature women and 
men:

1. You, yourself, choose 
your gun.

2. You, yourself, choose 
how to carry it, depending 
on your personal comfort 
and best access while 
keeping it hidden from 
others.

3. Lean a bit forward 
when you shoot. Many 
people have a tendency to 
lean backwards. Don’t do 
it! Think about sending 
your child to his room. 
“Go!” and you point your 
index finger, and lean for-
ward as you point. That’s 
about the way to incline 
your body for shooting.

4. Choose how much 
of your index finger to 

place on the trigger. I was 
taught to put just the tip 
of the index finger on the 
trigger. Instead, do what 
works for you. Joe puts 
his finger up to that first 
knuckle. Do whatever 
keeps your finger securely 
on the trigger and helps 
you to squeeze through 
the trigger pull. And, of 
course, keep your finger 
entirely off the trigger until 
you are ready to shoot.

5. Use your dominant 
hand and arm to push for-
ward, while pulling back-
ward with your non-dom-
inant hand and arm. This 
helps to hold the gun 
firmly and avoid a loose 
grip which will take you 
off target.

6. Is this your self-de-
fense gun? Make it yours. 
Who cares what it looks 
like? If you need to add a 
rubberized grip for a more 
secure hold, don’t worry 
about how it looks. If it 
helps you to handle your 
gun, go for that slide-on 
grip. 

7. If it helps you to keep 
your magazines away from 
your spouse’s, go ahead 
and highlight the name on 
the butt of the magazine 
with French white nail 
polish. Again, looks don’t 
count. Safety does.

A mature person’s body 
frame gives him/her chal-
lenges that strong young 
people do not have. Yet, 
most instructional videos 
show young, strong people 
handling and shooting 
guns. Learn from them, 
but don’t use their take on 
shooting as gospel.

Instead, go to a range 
and rent several hand-
guns. Bring an experi-
enced person with you. 
Try the different guns to 
see which works the best 
for you.

These are a few of many 
tips that you may not hear 
from YouTube videos.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

Tips for women, mature women and men

Scallop Season
Has Arrived!

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE

Mask, Fins 
& Snorkels
Mask, Fins 
& Snorkels

850745-8208

HIGH 
QUALITY!

HUGE 
INVENTORY!

WAKULLADIVING.com
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Coast Guard Auxiliarists on patrol.

Last weekend, Flotilla 
12 conducted a post-
storm patrol to verify 
the channel buoys and 
markers were intact. The 
crew included Tim Ash-
ley, Bob Asztalos, Steve 
Hults and Joe Storey. 
They were not able to 
make it to verify aids at 
the Econfina and Aucilla 
River entrances as seas 
were too rough. The crew 
remained in the in the 
St Marks channel and 
reviewed all aids. 

As a follow-up to last 
week’s information from 
The Safe Boating Cam-
paign, boaters are en-
couraged to remember 
these additional safety 
tips as they head out on 
the water:

• Check equipment. 
Schedule a free vessel 
safety check with lo-
cal U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary or U.S. Power 
Squadrons to make sure 
all essential equipment is 
present, working, and in 
good condition.

• Make a float plan. 
Always let someone on 
shore know the trip itin-
erary, including operator 
and passenger informa-
tion, boat type and regis-
tration, and communica-
tion equipment on board.

• Watch the weather. 
Always check the fore-
cast before departing on 
the water and frequently 
during the excursion. 
Follow local weather ad-

visories.
• Know what’s going 

on around you at all 
times. Nearly a quarter 
of all reported boating 
accidents are caused by 
operator inattention or 
improper lookout. 

• Know where you’re 
going and travel at safe 
speeds. Be familiar with 
the area, local boating 
speed zones, and always 
travel at a safe speed.

• Keep in touch. Have 
more than one communi-
cation device that works 
when wet. VHF radios, 
emergency locator bea-
cons, satellite phones, 
and cell phones can all 
be important devices in 
an emergency.

The Safe Boating Cam-
paign is produced under 
a grant from the Sport 
Fish Restoration and 
Boating Trust Fund and 

administered by the U.S. 
Coast Guard. The cam-
paign offers a variety of 
free and paid resources 
to support local boating 
safety education efforts. 
Learn more at www.safe-
boatingcampaign.com.

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination
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Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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From FWC

This report represents 
some events the FWC 
handled Sept. 1-7 in the 
Northwest Region. (There 
were no cases reported for 
Wakulla County.) 

GULF COUNTY

• Officers Gerber and 
Lipford were on patrol 
conducting boating safety 
and resource inspections. 
During an inspection, a 
device capable of produc-
ing an electrical current 

sufficient to stun or shock 
freshwater fish was dis-
covered on board a vessel. 
Other components were 
located and the two in-
dividuals on board were 
issued a notice to appear 
citation for the violation. 

JACKSON COUNTY

• Officer J. Carr was 
conducting boating safe-
ty inspections at Mag-
nolia Landing along the 
Chipola River. A vessel 
came to the ramp with an 
improperly displayed reg-

istration. As Officer Carr 
approached the vessel, 
the operator began hiding 
numerous empty beer 
bottles in a cooler. Officer 
Carr noticed the oper-
ator’s speech was slow 
and slurred. He request-
ed the operator complete 
standardized field sobri-
ety tasks. The operator 
refused. The subject was 
arrested for boating under 
the influence. 

SANTA ROSA COUNTY

• Officers Valdez and 

Mullins were on patrol 
conducting resource in-
spections at boat landings 
on Escambia River. They 
located two subjects re-
covering their vessel at 
Williams Landing. After 
contacting the subjects, 
the officers conducted 
a boating safety and re-
source inspection and 
discovered 16 largemouth 
bass in a cooler on the 
boat. The daily bag limit is 
five bass per person. Both 
subjects were charged 
with taking over the bag 
limit.

FWC Law Enforcement Report
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Advanced scuba class continued.

The early evening dive, the second of three we 
did on the Dan Safety Barge just a couple miles 
from shore. We didn’t expect any different dive 
conditions, the visibility was still 10-15 feet and 
the surface conditions remained the same. We 
put on our equipment and jumped into the water. 
I was the first to the bottom but I was surprised 
by what I encountered. When I descended to the 
bottom to find the anchor chain just laying on the 
bottom with no wreck in sight. I looked around 
but the limited visibility didn’t help. I ascended 
up the chain and told the students to hold onto 
the chain until I figure out what’s going on.

I made my way to the surface to look for the boat 
dive master and the captain said he was at the 
end of the chain so I went back down and found 
him waiting at the end where I saw a beacon light 
and the anchor itself. I got the divers and literally 
2 feet from the end of the anchor was the wreck. 
It was an awesome sight because it just popped 
out of the murky water. All the divers made their 
way around the wreck staying very close to it for 
safety. As I made my way around I took my flash-
light and started looking very carefully in every 
little space that you could see along the top edge 
of the structure. I came to one of the large rusted 
out cleats and shined my light in the rusted out 
section I saw a little crab but the coolest thing I 
saw was a fire worm. I had not seen one of those 
in over 30 years in Panama City Beach.

I did a little research on the fire worm and they 
say that if you where to just brush up against it 
with you bare skin that a bunch of the little hairs 
it has will inject a neurotoxin  that is worse than 
a lion fish or a Portuguese man of war. You could 
have respiratory and heart issues in some cases, 
in other words DON’T TOUCH. The one I saw 
was about 6-8 inches long, 3/4 inches wide and 
about a 1/4 inch thick. It was looped inside the 
cleat but as I illuminated it with my flashlight it 
started to move towards me and about that time 
the dive master saw it and started trying to yell 
at me to get my attention so I didnt touch it even 
though I had my gloves on. I really knew better. 
We returned to the boat for our 1 hour surface 
interval to wait for the sun to set and prepare for 
the night dive.

When it was dark I put the chemical stick 
lights on everybody’s first stage yoke and to give 
anyone who only has one flashlight a spare light. 
Before we jumped into the dark ocean we noticed 
a lot of squid swimming just below the surface. 
We jumped in and started our descent to the 
same wreck we made our dusk dive on. This time 
when everyone turned on their flashlights they 
where greeted with thousands of squid swimming 
around us because the light attracted thousands 
of small fish. It was a great dive and everyone 
loved it so we got back on the boat for our travel 
back to the dock. I have made thousands of night 
dives and I never get tired of it.

Keep making bubbles and dive safe.

– Russell Miller, NAUI instructor #59999
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We can be healed from our bitterness

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

How would we feel 
if someone we’ve hurt 
chose to pray for us – 
while they’re still dealing 
with the pain we caused 
them? 

Think how their ges-
ture could change our 
lives on so, so many 

levels.
I’d like to challenge 

us to do this for those 
who have hurt us – even 
when the memory of the 
event still brings tears to 
our eyes. 

I’ll warn you. This 
week’s verse is tough 
to consider, much less 
obey, especially if you’re 
being abused. Neverthe-
less, we’re still called to 
pray for our abusers – 
even when it’s necessary 
to separate ourselves 
from physical or mental 
harm. I’ve experienced 
abuse, which is proba-
bly why I have learned 
to appreciate Luke 6:38 
so much.

Luke 6:28 (ESV) says, 
“Bless those who curse 

you, pray for those who 
abuse you.” 

Now let’s read this 
verse in the Amplified Bi-
ble, Classic Edition: “In-
voke blessings upon and 
pray for the happiness 
of those who curse you, 
implore God’s blessing 
(favor) upon those who 
abuse you [who revile, 
reproach, disparage, and 
high-handedly misuse 
you].”

Does this seem like 
an impossible command 
from Jesus? 

Impossible because 
the hurt is still so raw 
and the injustice can’t 
be undone? 

It’s also an incredi-
ble command, because 
it’s is an extraordinary 

response to injustice. A 
Jesus-kind-of response. 

Do we have the kind 
of relationship with God 
that makes it possible 
for us to respond in this 
impossible, incredible 
way?

Do we trust God’s love 
for us enough to sincere-
ly pray for the happiness 
of those who insult, take 
advantage of or mistreat 
us? Or are we afraid to 
trust Him with our pain, 
our anger, our hunger 
for justice? If we’re hon-
est, wouldn’t we prefer to 
pray for our enemies to 
suffer – at least as much 
as we’re suffering?

When someone be-
haves in a mean-spirited 
way toward us, it can 

suck us into an emotion-
ally and spiritually dark 
place. If we respond with 
hatred and bitterness, 
we could descend into a 
spiral more devastating 
than the original offense. 

Once we get caught 
in this downward spiral, 
we’re trapped. 

Unless … we apply Je-
sus’ words and (by God’s 
grace) pray for those who 
“least deserve” but most 
need our prayers. 

We can trust our 
heavenly  Father  to 
know what to do with 
our prayers, even when 
we pray for the happi-
ness of the person who 
mistreated us. God can 
use our prayers for our 
enemies to set us free 

from bitterness, heal our 
shattered emotions and 
release us from painful 
memories.

And when we allow 
God to lead us in this 
impossible, incredible, 
Jesus-kind-of response, 
imagine what a witness 
it will be to the one who 
offended us – and to any-
one who knows about 
the wrong done to us. 

It could be life-chang-
ing on so, so many lev-
els. 

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the 
blog, www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect 
with her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By CHERYL CRUCE

Growing up, I recall 
the phrase “soap lan-
guage.” I do not ever re-
member the taste of a 
soap bar; the threat of it 
was enough to keep me 
mindful of my words. I 
do not remember any of 
us being punished much 
for our speech or behav-
ior in our growing years. 
It seems that Mom and 
Dad ruled with a qui-
et authority tempered 
with love. We grew up 

respecting our parents 
and each other. 

We didn’t know much 
about the world beyond 
our neighborhood. The 
telephone was connect-
ed to the wall with party 
line capability. A party 
line meant one could 
carefully pick up the 
phone and hear a neigh-
bor’s conversation. I did 
that once, and Mom 
walked by, took the 
phone, interrupted the 
conversation, and then 
handed it back to me to 
apologize for listening 
in. The embarrassment 
taught me to respect the 
privacy of others. Today, 
there is a phone in every 
pocket. 

The television was in 
the center of the living 
room with one channel. 
If the wind blew, Dad 
would have to readjust 

the antenna for the sta-
tion to come in. The one 
channel carried local 
and world news. The 
news consisted of facts, 
not opinions, with a sim-
ple “And that’s the way 
it was” sign-off. Lucille 
Ball and Andy Griffith 
were our comic relief. 
Perry Mason filled our 
need for suspense. Han-
na-Barbera entertained 
us on Saturday morn-
ings. Today, every phone 
has television capability 
with YouTube and other 
social media sites.

The Psalmist writes 
of the Lord, “How long 
will you hide your face 
from me, will you for-
get me forever?” (Psalm 
13:1) I do not believe 
God forgets us; I think 
He doesn’t want to hear 
our language. Soap lan-
guage is everywhere. We 

learn in Ephesians 4 
that we should not en-
gage in unwholesome 
talk. Our speech should 
build others up, creat-
ing hope in their spirit. 
Our bitterness and rage 
should be replaced with 
compassion and forgive-
ness. Bitterness, rage, 
and misspoken words 
grieve the Holy Spirit.

There is a lot to be said 
for pleasant language. 
Pleasing words are like 
a honeycomb, adding 
sweetness to the soul 
and health of a man’s 
bones (Proverbs 16:30)? 
Our lives could use a 
little sweetness. Instead 
of using a multitude of 
words and falling into 
sin, we might consider 
remaining silent careful-
ly choosing our words as 
wise and Godly people. 
(Proverbs 10:19). Scrip-

ture reads that we will 
give an account for every 
idle word spoken. Our 
words have the power to 
defend and to condemn 
(Matthew 12:36). 

“What we say is im-
portant… for in most 
cases, the mouth speaks 
what the heart is full of 
(Jim Beggs).” 

The issue is not our 
words alone but what 
we pour into our hearts. 
Scripture teaches us the 
same. Every occurrence 
around us has the po-
tential to penetrate our 
spirit. The choice be-
comes ours. 

Are we exposing our 
souls to light or dark-
ness? Are we speaking 
good, or are we speaking 
evil? Are we lifting up or 
tearing down?

As children, we were 
not exposed to the out-

side world. We were in 
church, learning the 
truth of God’s word and 
living accordingly. 

Soap language was 
words we never heard; 
therefore, they were nev-
er spoken. I know the in-
ternet is here to stay. So 
is the Word of God; let 
us tip the scales toward 
Him.                                                                    

A good man brings 
good things out of the 
good stored up in his 
heart, and an evil man 
brings evil things out of 
the evil stored up in his 
heart. For the mouth 
speaks what the heart is 
full of. Luke 6:45 

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

“THE LORD IS FAITHFUL TO THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL & EARNESTLY SEEK HIM.”

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

By JAMES SNYDER

Driving home from a 
luncheon with friends, 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage asked 
me a stunning ques-
tion.

“Did that story you 
told really happened?” 
She glanced at me with 
one of her quizzical 
looks.

Because I told sever-
al stories at lunchtime, 
I was wondering which 
one she was referring 
to. To the best of my 
knowledge, everything 
I say is true. Of course, 
people have different 
views of truth.

“Which story are you 
referring to, my dear?”

“You know. The one 
about the chicken at-
tacking you.”

Since I told quite a 
few stories, I couldn’t 
remember that one ex-
actly. My memory has 
a problem with really 
staying focused. I can 
tell one story one time 
and tell it again, and 
it is pretty different. If 
you heard both, you 
would know they were 
the same story.

It’s not that I lie. I 
have a creative attitude 
and imagination with 
the stories I tell.

It’s not the story I’m 
telling but rather the 
point I’m trying to con-

vey.
“Well, my dear, if 

I told it, it must true 
because I do not lie ex-
cept when I go to bed.” 
But I smiled at her and 
nodded in a very affir-
mative way.

She didn’t think that 
was funny and said so.

“Well,” she said very 
seriously, “I’ve heard 
you tell that story at 
least six times and 
each time it’s different. 
What do you have to 
say about that?”

Looking at her rath-
er soberly, I said, “The 
only thing I can think 
of is that they were six 
different stories.”

That is one of the 
as tounding  th ings 
about memory. If it’s 
my memory, I should 
be able to tell it how I 
want to. After all, I can’t 
remember back that far 
in my life. And, to tell 
the truth, it may not 
have happened at all. 
Who knows?

That is why if I tell 
any story, it is one be-
fore I met The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. All during 
our marriage, she has 
been very faithful in 
correcting the stories 
I tell while I’m telling 

them. At least those 
stories that happened 
while we were together.

That is the challenge 
I have just about ev-
ery day of my life. The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage has a 
flawless memory. Don’t 
let her know I said this, 
but I suspect she re-
members things that 
never happened. But 
with my flawed mem-
ory, there’s no way I 
could correct that.

She knows every-
thing that has ever 
happened since the day 
we first met. If only I 
had half of her memory 
skills. [Sigh!]

I learned this long 
ago, so if I tell a story, 
it was before I met Miss 
Know-It-All. Then, I 
can tell it according to 
my memory, which is 
somewhat flawed.

One of the bless-
ings of a flawed mem-
ory is that I can tell a 
story that happened 
way back half a doz-
en times, and nobody 
would know it. Most of 
the time, I don’t know 
it.

A long time ago, I 
accepted that I should 
not try to correct a sto-
ry whenever she tells it.

Once, and only once, 
I thought I would ag-
itate her, and as she 
told a story, I would 
correct it.

“No,  my dear ,  i t 
wasn’t on a Tuesday, it 
was on a Friday.”

On and on I went 
until I could see be-
hind those beautiful 
eyes of hers a growing 
agitation – that was a 
warning sign for me to 
SHUT UP. And UP, I 
SHUT.

On our way home 
that time, we had a long 
discussion. It was not 
a discussion, it was a 
monologue of what she 
thought about me cor-
recting her when she 
was absolutely right 
about everything.

Common sense told 
me not to do that again. 
I think about it occa-
sionally and can’t help 
but chuckle. I want to 
do that one more time 
just before my funeral.

If I had her impec-
cable memory, my life 
would be so dull. I often 
change the memories 
that I do remember 
because nobody would 
know the difference, 
and I’m having fun.

Long ago, I stopped 
telling stories after I 
met The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
because one slip up 
there will have a life-
time consequence.

I was sitting in my 
easy-chair with a hot 
cup of Joe reflecting on 
these things. I thought 
of what Solomon said 
about memory. “Bless-
ings are upon the head 
of the just: but violence 
covereth the mouth of 
the wicked. The memo-
ry of the just is blessed: 
but the name of the 
wicked shall rot” (Prov-
erbs 10:6-7).

Then I was reminded 
of what Peter said. “For 
he that will love life, and 

see good days, let him 
refrain his tongue from 
evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile: Let 
him eschew evil, and 
do good; let him seek 
peace, and ensue it” (1 
Peter 3:10-11).

Memory can be a 
tricky thing for many, 
especially me. I’m try-
ing to process Peter’s 
warning here to “refrain 
my tongue from evil, 
and my lips that they 
speak no guile.” If I’m 
honest with myself I 
must be honest with ev-
eryone else. Also what 
Solomon said, “The 
memory of the just is 
blessed” is important.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

Oh memory – how I miss thee
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By TRACY RENEE LEE

Death is such a cra-
zy thing. One moment, 
you’re here, and then 
suddenly, you’re not. 
Your body is here, but it 
can no longer function 
as it did just a moment 
ago.

In funeral school, I 
found the moment of 
death confusing. Up to 
that point, I had always 
had a firm belief in God 
and the hereafter. Some-
how, though, that mo-
ment of life’s cessation 
became very bewilder-
ing to me. Don’t get me 
wrong, I still believed in 
God and the hereafter, 
but I was confused about 

how it all worked and 
found myself question-
ing why life was set up 
with such sorrow.

Once we experience 
the death of a loved one, 
we are changed. We see 
life differently. What may 
have seemed import-
ant to us before loss 
may seem of little value, 
whereas things outside 
our concern may become 
vastly important. We are 
never again the same.

That is what death 
has done to me. I am dif-
ferent. Pain and anguish 
have made me keenly 
aware of the importance 
of relationships and how 
quickly they can move 
beyond my reach. The 
line between good and 
evil has become more 
precise and critical. In a 
world where I see others 
accepting fluidity, my 
concepts have become 
less so. Honesty and 
truth, especially within 
the human relationship, 
have become paramount 

to me. Time with my 
husband, children, and 
grandchildren is more 
precious than ever. I 
can no more pass up a 
moment with them than 
I can live without breath-
ing. They are all that 
matters to me in life. All 
that I do is for them. My 
self-fulfillment is wholly 
based on their welfare, 
joy, and success.

Life after loss has 
changed for me. The 
world, as it currently 
is, is utterly worthless 
in my heart; however, I 
strive to remain here to 
protect and support my 
sweet family. Without 
their draw on me, I see 
nothing of value, nothing 
to encourage me.

I love my work, main-
ly because it is ser-
vice-based. I enjoy serv-
ing others because it is 
fulfilling, but I wish I 
were more talented and 
less restricted by the lim-
its brought on by aging. I 
love my husband. He has 

given my life meaning, 
true joy, and happiness. 
I love my children and 
grandchildren because 
they are the meaning of 
my life. I love my friends 
and the enrichments 
they have gifted to me. 
And I love God because 
he has given me the most 
extraordinary life I could 
have ever wished for and 
never dared to dream of. 

I hope your life has 
been as glorious as mine. 
Survival has always been 
a struggle, but the chal-
lenges have always been 
worth the growth. Look-
ing back on my life, I 
wish I had been more 
dedicated to some things 
and worked a little hard-
er to achieve and grow 
when I was younger, but 
those years have passed 
me by. I move forward 
now with an awareness 
of my weaknesses and a 
desire to improve.

I believe that my re-
sponsibilities lie with 
those who will remain 

after my death. I must 
dedicate myself to their 
welfare and improve-
ments. That is my di-
rection and my dedica-
tion. Encouraging and 
guiding my children and 
grandchildren to obtain 
their full potential as 
sterling human beings 
will improve their lives, 
the lives of those around 
them, and, in a small 
way, the world at large. 
That is my goal. I hope 
for them the happiness 
and joy I have had, and 
I will work until I die to 
help them obtain it.

I have such apprehen-
sion today. Perhaps it is 
because it is September 
11th. Today is a sad 
day, and it pains me 
that businesses go on as 
usual when our nation 
has suffered such loss. I 
sit silently and pray for 
a world that recognizes 
life is sacred, holy, and 
precious. Today is a “Day 
of Remembrance” for all 
the families that suffered 

such horrific tragedy 22 
years ago, and I pray for 
them just as I do year 
after year.

My name is Tracy Re-
nee Lee. I am a Certified 
Grief Counselor (GC-C), 
Funeral Director (FDIC), 
published author, syn-
dicated columnist, Pod-
caster, and founder of 
the “Mikey Joe Children’s 
Memorial” and Heaven 
Sent, Corp. I write books, 
weekly bereavement arti-
cles, Podcasts, and Grief 
BRIEFs related to under-
standing and coping with 
grief. I am the American 
Funeral Director of the 
Year Runner-Up and re-
cipient of the BBB’s In-
tegrity Award.

For additional en-
couragement, please 
v i s i t  my  podcas t 
“Deadline” on Spotify 
and follow me on Insta-
gram at “Deadline_Tra-
cyLee.”

�oughts about life and death
BEREAVEMENT COLUMN

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Patricia Savary Blakstad, 83, of Crawfordville, died September 16, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Henry “Mark” Coyle, 83, of Sopchoppy, died September 17, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

• Mary Webb Herron, 79, of Crawfordville, died September 10, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Elizabeth Jerline Hurst, 79, of Crawfordville, died September 11, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Joseph Al Mattson, 70, of Crawfordville, died September 8, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Wilton Lee Pyles, 66, of Woodville, died September 11, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

• Diana Lynn Sanders, 43, of Tallahassee, died September 16, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel

• Virginia “Ginger” Tillman, 85, of Crawfordville, died September 13, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

S e c u r i t i e s  p r od u c t s  an d  ad vi s or y s e r v i c e s  of f e r e d  t h r ou gh  P ar k  A ve n u e  S e c u r i t i e s  L L C  (P A S ), m e m b e r  F I N R A , 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
w i t h  t h e  F l or i d a R e t i r e m e n t  S ys t e m . 2015- 6207 E X P  5/ 17

RICP®

RETIEMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
WeseleyWeasel101

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida scored another 
legal win this week when 
a federal appeals court 
turned down a request for 
a rehearing in a case that 
gave the tribe control over 
sports betting throughout 
the state.

The request came from 
pari-mutuels Magic City 
Casino in Miami-Dade 
County  and Boni ta 
Springs Poker Room in 
Southwest Florida, who 
challenged the multi-bil-
lion dollar sports-betting 
plan. Owners of the pa-
ri-mutuels asked for what 
is known as “en banc,” or 
full court, hearing. But 
the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals for the District 
of Columbia rejected the 
request Monday without 
a detailed explanation.

Monday’s ruling came 
after a three-judge pan-
el of the court in June 
reversed a November 
2021 decision by a feder-
al judge who halted the 
agreement. U.S. District 
Judge Dabney Friedrich 
ruled that the plan ran 
afoul of the federal Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act, 
which regulates gambling 
on tribal lands, because 
the deal would allow gam-
bling off property owned 
by the Seminoles.

The 30-year gambling 
deal, signed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis and Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Chair-
man Marcellus Osceola 
in 2021, included a “hub-
and-spoke” sports-bet-
ting plan designed to 
allow gamblers anywhere 
in the state to place bets 
online.

The three-judge pan-
el of the appeals court, 
however, ruled unani-
mously in June that the 
Washington, D.C.-based 
district judge erred when 
she found that the com-
pact violated the federal 

law because it authorized 
gambling “both on and 
off” Indian lands.

The impact of Mon-
day’s ruling on sports 
betting in Florida was 
not immediately clear. 
Gary Bitner, a spokes-
man for the Seminoles, 
said Tuesday the tribe 
was “pleased” with the 
appeals court’s decision 
not to grant the en banc 
hearing. But the Semi-
noles did not comment on 
whether they planned to 
start accepting bets again 
on a mobile app that was 
put on hold amid the legal 
wrangling.

The pari-mutuels “are 
weighing all options, in-
cluding a possible peti-
tion seeking the (U.S.) 
Supreme Court’s review,” 
Hamish Hume, a lawyer 
with the Boies Schiller 
Flexner LLP firm who 
represents them, said in 
a statement this week.

Daniel Wallach, an 
attorney who specializes 
in gambling law, told The 
News Service of Florida 
Tuesday that the ruling 
in the Florida case “is in 
conflict with at least eight 
federal appeals court de-
cisions from other cir-
cuits declaring that” the 
Indian Gaming Regulato-
ry Act “has no application 
to off-reservation tribal 
gaming activities.”

Wallach added that the 
U.S. Supreme Court will 
need to resolve the issue 
“sooner or later.”

A LOOK AT 
EXPANSION

The growth of Florida’s 
school voucher programs 
following a major expan-
sion of the programs 
started coming into focus 
this week.

D a t a  p u b l i s h e d 
Wednesday showed that 
nearly 123,000 new 
students have received 
vouchers after state law-
makers approved the 

expansion during this 
year’s legislative session.

As of Sept. 8, 242,929 
students had enrolled 
in 2,098 private schools 
using vouchers through 
the state’s two main pro-
grams, the Florida Tax 
Credit Scholarship and 
Family Empowerment 
Scholarship, according 
to a report by Step Up for 
Students, an organization 
that administers the vast 
majority of vouchers in 
the state.

That is an increase 
from the roughly 170,000 
students who received 
vouchers through the 
programs during the 
2022-2023 school year.

Of the nearly 243,000 
students this  year , 
122,895 “are new to the 
programs,” though many 
had already been en-
rolled in private schools, 
according to Step Up for 
Students.

“Of the 122,895 new 
students, 84,505 (69%) 
were already in private 
school, 16,096 (13%) 
came from public schools, 
and 22,294 are entering 
kindergartners,” the re-
port released Wednesday 
said. “Does 16,096 repre-
sent an ‘exodus’ from the 
public schools as critics 
forecast HB 1 (the bill 
that included the expan-
sion) would cause?”

The Florida Policy In-
stitute, a non-profit that 
has opposed the ma-
jor voucher expansion, 
raised concerns about 
other parts of the data 
released this week.

“As we continue to an-
alyze the data provided 
by Step-Up For Students, 
what initially stands out 
is that roughly 7 in 10 
new scholarship awards 
are going to students 
already enrolled in pri-
vate school, at what FPI 
(Florida Policy Institute) 
estimates is a $676 mil-
lion cost to the state,” the 
Florida Policy Institute, 

which strenuously op-
posed the voucher expan-
sion, said in a statement 
Thursday.

The information re-
leased this week also ad-
dressed other questions 
about the expansion, 
which in part eliminat-
ed income eligibility re-
quirements for receiving 
vouchers.

The report said that 
27 percent of the vouch-
er students enrolled this 
year in private schools 
are from households with 
incomes above $120,000 
— which is 400 percent 
of the federal poverty 
level for families of four 
— or from families who 
“did not submit income 
information.” About 29 
percent are from families 
whose incomes are be-
tween 185 percent and 
400 percent of poverty 
level, which would in-
clude household incomes 
of up to $120,000 for 
families of four. Another 
44 percent are from fam-
ilies below 185 percent of 
the federal poverty level, 
or $55,000 in income for 
a family of four.

The expanded voucher 
programs also now allow 
families of homeschooled 
students to receive the 
scholarships.

The law created what 
is known as the Personal-
ized Education Program, 
which the state Depart-
ment of Education’s web-
site said was “created to 
serve Florida’s home ed-
ucation population who 
would like access to an 
education saving account 
to fund their student’s 
learning.”

According to Step Up 
for Students, 15,097 
homeschooled students 
have enrolled in the new 
program.

BOOSTER-BASHING

Continuing a long-run-
ning clash with federal 

health officials, the De-
Santis administration on 
Wednesday recommend-
ed that people under age 
65 not receive newly ap-
proved Covid-19 booster 
shots.

State Surgeon General 
Joseph Ladapo issued 
guidance that was dra-
matically different from 
a recommendation Tues-
day by the federal Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, which said 
people 6 months old and 
older should receive up-
dated Covid-19 vaccines. 
The CDC recommenda-
tion came a day after 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration approved 
use of vaccines that it 
said are “formulated to 
more closely target cur-
rently circulating vari-
ants.”

The Florida Depart-
ment of Health guidance, 
however, said “the most 
recent booster approval 
was granted in the ab-
sence of any meaningful 
booster-specific clinical 
trial data performed in 
humans.” It also con-

tended that the “federal 
government has failed to 
provide sufficient data to 
support the safety and 
efficacy of the Covid-19 
vaccines.”

S T O R Y  O F  T H E 
WEEK: Dealing another 
victory to the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, a fed-
eral appeals court has 
denied a request from 
pari-mutuel owners for 
a rehearing after a ruling 
that upheld a multibil-
lion-dollar deal giving the 
tribe control over sports 
betting throughout the 
state.

QUOTE  OF  THE 
WEEK: “That doesn’t 
mean we’re out of the wa-
ter … We want everybody 
to be very vigilant about 
stopping those mosqui-
to bites.” — Sarasota 
County Mosquito Control 
District Director Wade 
Brennan, after a mosqui-
to-borne illness alert for 
malaria in Sarasota and 
Manatee counties was 
lifted this week.

Weekly Roundup: Another triumph for the tribe
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School distribution 
sponsored by

USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. REPELLANT 
MOSQUITOES

Around 400 mil-
lion people are in-
fected with dengue 
(pronounced deng-
gay) fever every year 
around the world. The 
disease is spread by 
mosquitoes and has 
symptoms similar to a 
very bad case of the flu. 
Scientists in the Cen-
tral American country 
Honduras have come 
up with a unique way 
to fight it: mosquitoes 
that have been bred 
with a specific bacteria 
that keeps them from 
transmitting dengue 
fever. When the mos-
quitoes reproduce, 
they’ll pass the bacte-
ria to their offspring, 
meaning fewer out-
breaks in the future. 
Millions of the special 
mosquitoes have been 
released in the capital 
of Honduras so far. 
Write a paragraph that 
summarizes how the 
dengue fever is spread 
and how the special 
mosquitoes can help.

2. A SERIOUS SWIM

A 53-year-old man 
swam the entire 
length of the Hudson 
River, which reaches 
from the Adirondack 
Mountains to New 
York City. Lewis Pugh 
spend a month swim-
ming the 315 miles 
from the river’s source 
to its end to bring at-
tention to the need for 
clean waterways. “Riv-
ers are the arteries of 
our planet,” he said. 
A support team fol-
lowed him in a kayak 
and boat to make sure 
he was safe. At parts 
of the river that were 
too shallow to swim 
or were not swimma-
ble because of water-
falls or dams, he ran 
along the banks. How 
can an achievement 
like Pugh’s swim draw 
attention to bigger 
things like environ-
mental issues? Write a 
paragraph about how 
feats like his can help 
make change in the 
world.

3. FRENCH BAN

At schools in France, 
women can no longer 
wear abayas, loose-fit-
ting long robes that 
many Muslim wom-
en choose to wear as 
part of their religion. 
The new rule, created 
by France’s new edu-
cation minister, has 
created a fierce debate 
in the country. Many 
have pointed out that 
other long garments, 
like kimonos, aren’t 
banned, so the rule 
unnecessarily targets 
Muslim students. The 
government says that 
“you should not be 

able to distinguish or 
identify a student’s 
religion by looking at 
them” because edu-
cation shouldn’t be 
about religious or eth-
nic identity. Write a 
paragraph about what 
you think: is it unfair 
to target an item of 
clothing only worn by 
people of one religion? 
Does knowing a class-
mate’s religion have a 
positive, negative, or 
no effect on another 
student? Why?

4. HURRICANE 
HEADED NORTH

While Canada is far 
from a tropical climate, 

parts of the country 
were under a tropical 
storm warning last 
week, along with the 
New England region 
of the U.S. Meteorolo-
gists, or weather sci-
entists, were expecting 
the storm to weak-
en as it approached 
Canada, but still have 
hurricane-force winds 
when the center of 
the storm reached 
the coastline. Tropi-
cal storms and hurri-
canes get their ener-
gy from warm water 
and send that energy 
upward through the 
center, or eye, of the 
storm. Hurricane Lee 
became “post-trop-

ical” when it moved 
over colder water in 
the northern Atlan-
tic and became more 
like a typical storm 
that we see anywhere 
in the country – those 
get their energy from 
warmer and cooler 
air meeting, creating 
warm and cold fronts. 
Draw or print out a 
map of North America. 
Then, draw the path of 
Hurricane Lee and col-
or in what parts of the 
continent were affect-
ed by the storm.

5. STRUGGLES OF A 
GENERATON

According to a new 

study that talked to 
3,000 people, only 47 
percent of Gen Z Amer-
icans describe them-
selves as “thriving” in 
their lives, which is 
the lowest across all 
generations in the US 
today and lower than 
millennials reported 
when they were the 
same age. (Gen Z are 
people aged 12 to 26 
currently.) The study 
also shows that Gen Z 
people are more likely 
to report feeling neg-
ative emotions like 
stress, anxiety, and 
loneliness. Ten years 
ago, 52 percent of 
millennials age 18 to 
26 said their mental 

health was “excellent,” 
but currently, only 15 
percent of Gen Z peo-
ple in the same age 
range said the same. 
What are some rea-
sons you can think of 
why Gen Z might be a 
generation that’s un-
happier or struggling 
more than other gen-
erations? How does 
the world today com-
pare to the world 10 
years ago, from what 
you’ve learned about 
or heard from adults 
in your life? Write 
down your answers 
and share with your 
classmates.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of cat
6. Weaponry
10. Western Christian 
Church service
14. Signi�cant eruption 
of pustules
15. Baltic nation
17. Start of American 
holiday season
19. Unhappy
20. Maintains possession 
of
21. Metrical foot of one 
long and three short 
syllables
22. Mountain pass
23. Vestments
24. Type of dish
26. Escaped quickly
29. Zoroastrian concept 
of holy �re
31. Wings
32. Political action com-
mittee
34. Touches lightly
35. Stood back from
37. Philippine Island
38. Popular winter ac-
tivity
39. Type of amine
40. Small freshwater 
duck
41. Filled with love
43. Without (French)

45. Vetch
46. Swiss river
47. Describes a sound
49. Sign language
50. Hair product
53. Have surgery
57. Quality of being 
imaginary
58. Far-right German 
party
59. Drove
60. Former French coin 
of low value
61. Hard, durable tim-
bers

CLUES DOWN
1. Body art
2. Middle East military title
3. Actor Pitt
4. Container
5. Speak incessantly
6. Relating to algae
7. Jacob __, journalist
8. Rock TV channel
9. Boat’s cargo
10. Most wise
11. Within
12. Chinese industrial 
city
13. Scotland’s longest 
river
16. Not capable
18. Footwear
22. Savings account

23. Capable
24. Vaccine developer
25. Tax collector
27. Fencing swords
28. Native religion in 
China
29. Promotional mate-
rials
30. A shot in a �lm pro-
duction
31. A�ict in mind or 
body
33. A passage with ac-
cess only at one end
35. Breathing devices
36. Employ for wages
37. Kids’ TV channel 
(abbr.)
39. Popular Boston song
42. Made amends
43. Selling at specially 
reduced prices
44. Atomic #18
46. With �replace residue
47. Unleavened corn-
bread
48. Draw out
49. Southwestern Alaska 
island
50. Where the Pyramids 
are
51. People of Nigeria
52. Smaller quantity
53. Destroy the inside of
54. City
55. Chivalrous �gure 
(abbr.)
56. No (Scottish)

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Please 
Recycle

E-EDITIONS

SCAN ME 
for an electronic 

edition of 

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

FICTITIOUS NAME
TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS
your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE
CRUM’S HOME DETAIL

Chris Crum
HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 

WASHING SERVICES
Crawfordville & surrounding areas

850-694-4832

SERVICESSERVICES

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certified Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

Publish 
Your Story!

Only $500 
Start to Finish

You are the 
author of your life.
Included: 
Editing, Formatting, 
Book cover, 
Selling on Amazon:
In paperback, 
hardback & 
their Kindle e-book.
Contact me through 
Galah Bookstore on 

Facebook 

call me at 931-209-9131 
email at galahbookstore@gmail.com

Theresa Nichols
Author since 2008

Publisher since 2011

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, p ursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, desiring to 
engage in business under the fictitious name of Power Forward

MYSTERIOUS WATERS ANTIQUES
Located at 87 Forest Lane, Crawfordville FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on September 21, 2023

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, September 21, 2023 – Page 13

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN & LYNDA KINSEY

Rotarians Katie Ta�, Ti�any Harts�eld, Megan Smith and Heather Bryan.

Stephen Webb won the 50-50 drawing, some $2,600 and was 
presented winnings by Rotary President-Elect Andy Riddle.

Shirley Howard got the award for Best Dressed. Time to dance.

Lewis McCartha rides in.

Kris Calloway and Sedita Cayson cutting up.

Rotary’s Boots and Bingo drew a crowd

WAR EAGLES
FOOTBALL

All games live
on 94.1 FM,

Wave94.com and
our free apps for

Apple and Android
Tune in after every game for the 
Total Care Dental Coach’s Show!

IS ON THE AIR

Sponsored by : SHS Alumni

Tickets

available 

at the
door

Saturday, September 30 • 7 p.m.
Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

SopchoppyOpry.com

Call (850) 962-3711 for Tickets $15

Presents an all gospel show
SOUTHBOUND BAND 

ALSO APPEARING:
Suzie Elkins, Cindy Carter, Joan Cox, 

David Ray and Glenda Sue Bradley
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850-926-9100
WPTPROPERTIES.COM

“Let Waypoint Properties help 
you find your way home...”

Next game:

War Eagles wallop Indians, 52-7

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN

� ursday,  Sept. 21 at 7 p.m.
Wakulla War Eagles travel to Lynn Haven to 

take on the Mosley Dolphins.

War Eagle receiver Delvon Zanders puts the ball across the goal line to score.

By CHRIS SAVARY
Sports Correspondent

The Wakulla War Ea-
gles played their sec-
ond home game of the 
season this past Friday 
at Reynolds field. The 
War Eagles (3-0) faced 
the Seminole County 
Indians (1-2) in a Florida 
vs Georgia high school 
matchup. 

The War Eagles came 
into the game with a 
perfect record through 
the first three games 
and ranked fifth in Flor-
ida Class 2S football. 
There were widespread 
showers falling before 
kickoff that threatened 
to make this a wet and 
potentially sloppy foot-
ball game but the rain 
let up about 15 minutes 
before kickoff and with 
the turf draining nicely, 
the Wakulla faithful 
were treated to another 
outstanding effort by the 
young men on the War 
Eagle squad.

Wakulla came into 
the game having put 
up huge numbers both 
offensively and defen-
sively winning the first 
three games by a com-
bined score of 110 to 24. 
Many wondered if this 
Seminole County team 
out of Georgia would be 
the team that along with 
the wet weather came 
into Reynolds Field and 
dampen the fire created 
by this supercharged 
War Eagle offense and 
stingy defense. It would 
not take long to get that 
answer…. they would 
not.

The scoring came fast 
and furious early in this 
game. In the first quar-
ter after a quick drive 
senior quarterback Ha-
den Klees found receiver 
Delvon Zanders in the 
endzone for a 3-yard 
touchdown. Then two 
minutes later after get-
ting the ball back on 
offense junior running 
back Bradley Kelly got 
the ground game going 
for the War Eagles scor-
ing on a 29-yard rushing 
touchdown pushing the 
lead to 14-0 very early 
in the first quarter. The 
defense continued to be 
dominant getting the 
ball back to the offense 
just a few minutes later. 

QB Klees then found 
senior receiver Nehemi-
ah Chandler connecting 
for a 51-yard touchdown 
to move the score to 
21-0 War Eagles mid-
way through the first 
quarter. The War Eagle 
offense tacked on two 
more touchdowns in the 
first, a 47-yard touch-
down reception from 
Klees to Zanders and 
a 32-yard touchdown 
reception by Samron 
Brinson that made the 
score 35-0 War Eagles 
at the end of the first 
quarter.

The second quarter 
started with the War 
Eagle defense absolutely 
refusing to give up any-
thing to the visiting Indi-
ans of Seminole County. 

The offense rewarded 
the defensive effort by 
scoring quickly on a 
2-yard touchdown rush 
by Zanders making the 

score 42-0 early in the 
second quarter. 

Seminole  County 
then found their way 
into the endzone on 
a 11-yard touchdown 
rush in what would be 
the only score allowed 
by the War Eagle de-
fense in this game. 

Late in the second 
quarter Klees again 
found one of his favor-
ite targets – Samron 
Brinson – and fired a 
missile to him for a 45-
yard touchdown mak-

ing the score 49-7 War 
Eagles with a little over 
two minutes to go before 
the half. 

The final score of the 
game came on an out-
standing 40-yard field 
goal from senior kicker 
Luis Quintonilla to push 
the score 52-7 as time 
expired in the first half.

For the third contest 
in a row the War Eagles 
found themselves in a 
running clock situation 
to start the second half. 
A running clock is es-
tablished in Florida high 
school football when 
a team goes up by 35 
points or more and the 
clock only stops for time 
outs or injuries. 

The second half went 
by very quickly with the 
War Eagles again getting 
very important game 
reps for the younger 
players on the roster. 
The game would end 
with the War Eagles 
posting a dominant 52-7 
victory and unblem-
ished 4-0 record.

Defensively the War 
Eagles stayed domi-
nant allowing only one 
touchdown and creating 
two turnovers: Jeremiah 
Thomas forced a fum-
ble that was recovered 
by Brandon Burton; 

and Nehemiah Chandler 
snagged an interception 
all in the first half. 

Offensively the aeri-
al fireworks continued 
with Klees finishing the 
contest throwing for 317 
yards on 14 completions 
for 5 touchdowns and 
zero interceptions. Klees 
is now the No. 2 ranked 
quarterback in the state 
and has now thrown for 
1,185 yards, 18 touch-
downs and no inter-
ceptions through four 
games on this young 
year. (And Klees has 
only played the first half 
in the past three games 
because the War Eagles 
have been so far ahead.)

Zanders had 5 catch-
es for 76 yards and 3 
touchdowns.

Brinson had 4 catch-
es for 102 yards and 2  
TDs.

Nehemiah Chandler 
had 4 catches for 133 
yards and a TD.

War Eagle head coach 
Scott Klees said his 
team had come out on 
fire and had played well 
in all three aspects of 
the game – offense, de-
fense and special teams.

“Defense is playing at 
a high level,” Klees said. 
“They’re flying around 
making plays, forcing 
turnovers and three-
and-outs.”

The offensive produc-
tion is because of the de-
fense giving them more 
possessions, Klees said.

NEXT UP: MOSLEY

The War Eagles now 
go back on the road 
for a tough short week 
matchup against a very 
good Mosley Dolphins 
(3-1)  footbal l  team 
Thursday night in Pan-
ama City.

“They will test us,” 
Klees said.

He noted Mosley’s one 
loss came last week – 
unfortunate, Klees said, 
because he anticipates 
the Dolphins will be 
focused.

Also, as a Thursday 
night game, the War 
Eagles will be missing a 
practice. And there’s the 
potential distraction for 
the War Eagles of leav-
ing early to travel.

“We need to be fo-
cused,” Klees said. “ We 
make little mistakes. 
Can’t make penalties 
or turn the ball over. 
We have to play well 
on offense, defense and 
special teams.” 

Wakulla will be look-
ing to avenge last year’s 
home loss to Mosley. 
Gametime will be 8 p.m. 
EDT at Tommy Oliver 
Stadium with live pre-
game and play by play 
coverage starting at 7:15 
p.m. on 94.1 FM. 

PLAYERS OF THE 
WEEK

The overall player of 
the week was running 
back Bradley Kelly, who 
got the War Eagle run-
ning game going with 5 
carries for 89 yards and 
a touchdown.

Dalton Avera was the 
offensive player of the 
week with the lineman 
grading out at 88%.

Linebacker Tanner 
Lanier was defensive 
player of the week with 
8 tackles and a forced 
fumble.

Kicker Luis Quinto-
nilla was special teams 
player after kicking 7 of 
7 extra points and a 40-
yard field goal.

Brought to you by:

COACH
Scott Klees

from the Coach
Scouting report: Mosley will be ready, and they are really 
good. Before their loss last week, the Dolphins were ranked 
higher than the War Eagles.

Keys to victory: Stay focused. No mistakes, no penalties, no 
turnovers. 

Last week: War Eagles came out � red up and excelled at all 
three levels – o� ense, defense, special teams.  
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Proud sponsor 
of players of 
the week.

WEEKLY WAR EAGLE  
GAME HIGHLIGHTS
on the Wakulla Report,
Wolf 103.1, ESPN 97.9 
and WAVE 94.1!




