
By ANDREW POWELL
The Center Square

 A Florida lawmaker 
has filed a new bill to im-
pose term limits on county 
commissioners.

House Bill 57 is spon-
sored by Rep. Michelle 
Salzman, R-Cantonment, 
and would introduce a 
term limit for county com-
missioners, limiting them 
to two four-year terms.

The bill text states that 
unless a county charter 
has different terms, a 
person might not appear 
on a ballot for reelection 
to the office of county 
commissioner if, at the 
end of their current term, 
they have served in that 
position for eight consec-
utive years.

If a county does not 
have a county charter 
that includes term limits 
as of July 1, 2024, the 
bill reads that the “service 
of a term of office which 
commenced before No-
vember 8, 2022, may not 
be counted toward the 
limitation imposed.”

Furthermore, if the bill 

passes, it will not su-
persede county charters 
with more restrictive term 
limits.

Salzman also fi led 
House Joint Resolution 
19 in late August, which 
would have amended 
county commissioner 
term limits.

NorthEscambia.com 
reported that Salzman 
was looking forward to 
seeing it on the ballot for 
2024. The resolution was 
her first filing in the 2024 
legislative session.

“The people of Florida 
have been asking for this 
opportunity to choose for 

a while. I fully support 
term limits at all levels 
of government,” Salzman 
told NorthEscambia.com

However, the resolution 
was withdrawn in Sep-
tember and replaced with 
HB 57 rather than let the 
voters decide statewide. 
If HJR 19 had remained 
on the ballot, it would’ve 
required at least 60% of 
votes before it could be-
come law.

There are currently 11 
charter counties that im-
pose term limits on com-
missioners. Eight already 
have an 8-year cap, while 
three have term limits of 

12 years. Florida’s oth-
er 56 counties currently 
have no term limits.

During the 2023 reg-
ular session, an identical 
bill was filed — Senate Bill 
1110 — sponsored by Sen. 
Blaise Ingoglia, R-Spring 
Hill. That bill, which died 
in the Senate Rules Com-
mittee, would’ve also in-
troduced term limits for 
county commissioners.

SB 1110’s compan-
ion bill HB 477, which 
mandated term limits 
for district school board 
members, was signed into 
law by Gov. Ron DeSantis 
in May.
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Richardson Cemetery

Location of county 
radio tower draws 

concern in city

School board 
member says  

budget didn’t pass
L au r a L aw hon c onc er ned  it 

w as n’ t d one p r op er ly ;  r ec or d ing  of  
m eeting  ind ic ates  it w as
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“It’s a New Day”$ 1  
O n e  S e c ti on

O u r  2n d  Y e ar  4 3 r d  I s s u e
Th u r s d ay , O c tob e r  26, 2023
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   & Operated
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Mostly SunnyMostly Sunny

Saturday

Sunrise 7:48 AM
Sunset 6:53 PM

Sunrise 7:47 AM
Sunset 6:54 PM

Sunrise 7:47 AM
Sunset 6:55 PM

Hi: 84º Lo: 63º   8%Hi: 83º Lo: 62º   8%Hi: 83º Lo: 63º   8%

WeatherSTEMWAKULLA

FridayThursday

28 u nm ar k ed  g r av es  f ou nd  on ad j ac ent land ;  q u es tion is ,  ar e ther e m or e?

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

Sopchoppy city commissioners raised con-
cerns about the proposed location for a new radio 
tower for Wakulla County’s new first responder 
radio system.

The county proposed constructing a 300-foot 
communications tower near the intersection of 
Park Avenue and Gulf Street in Sopchoppy, as 
part of an upgrade to the radio communications 
grid.

The system is intended to improve radio com-
munications for law enforcement and firefighters 
for areas of the county that had a weak signal or, 
as in Smith Creek, no signal. 

Other towers are being planned for elsewhere 
in Wakulla – namely one in Smith Creek and one 
near the sheriff’s office, both of which are already 
under construction. 

County Planning Director Somer Pell was at 
the meeting, and explained to city commissioners 
that these radio towers are being built in order to 
bolster the emergency communications grid, so 
that in times of crisis, such as a hurricane, it is 
much easier to get everyone organized and keep 
people safe. 

The county and the city commission couldn’t 
come to an agreement, however, because of the 
proposed location of the tower being zoned as 
residential, and therefore having a height limit 
of 35 feet, as well as the tower being potentially 
disruptive to nearby residents. 

Rather than make a decision right away, the 
city commission asked that the county come 
back at a later date with a full exploration of pros 
and cons for the proposed location as well as a 
few others.

In other matters before the city commission:
• he city commission vacated the city s in-

terest in portions of the alley between Wakulla 
Street and Mill Street

• he commissioners voted to employ Capi-
tal City Asphalt to work on a road improvement 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The earliest grave in 
the Richardson Cem-
etery is from 1828. It 
contains graves of the 
Gavin family, the white  
plantation owners, and 
their slaves.

Several years ago, 
local historican Betty 
Green bought about 
three acres of the cem-
etery property for $500 
when the the tax deed 
came up. She donated 
it to the Wakulla County 
Historical Society.

The historical society 
recently got a $120,000 
federal grant for im-
provements to the cem-
etery – and plan to add 
an entrance and parking 
area, plus a walking trail 
and signage.

But the cemetery – 
located at the corner of 
Spring Creek Highway 
and U.S. Highway 98 – 
has also generated some 
concerns with plans for 
an RV park on property 
adjacent to the ceme-
tery.

The Boyd family, 
which owns the adjacent 
property recently paid 
for ground-penetrating 
radar to be done on a 
portion of the property 
and found 28 unmarked 
graves. The 2 acres of 
land was deeded to the 
historical society. (There 
are additionally some 11 
unmarked graves on the 
west side of the ceme-
tery on property owned 
by Shell Point Realty.)

But some people with 
family buried in the area 
contend there are more 
graves out there.

At a meeting a few 
months ago, planning 
commissioner Leon-
ard Donaldson voted 
against the RV develop-
ment saying he believes 

there are graves all over 
the property.

Greg Davis, a local ac-
tivist, organized a com-
munity meeting several 
weeks ago, and has sug-
gested that ground-pen-
etrating radar be used 
on the remaining 20 
acres to see if more 
grave are there.

T h e  o w n e r ,  c i t -
ing a cost upwards of 
$100,000 to do that, has 
refused.

Davis, aware of a new 
law that passed last year 
to protect historic and 
abandoned cemeteries, 
contacted state Rep. 
Fentrice Driskell, the 
House minority lead-

er and last year’s bill 
sponsor.

Rep. Driskell posted 
on X, formerly Twitter, 
in late September: “As 
we wrap up our first 
committee week at the 
Capitol, it’s projects like 
these that remind me to 
keep fighting. Unmarked 

S OPC HOPPY

Laura Lawhon

Wa r  Ea g l e s  u n b e a t e n

A site plan of Richardson Cemetery showing a new planned entranceway and parking. 
� e dots are graves, including on the recently deeded portion of land to the northwest.

Sunny

Haden Klees accepts the trophy a� er the win over NFC.

Wakulla County Commissioners  Chuck Hess, Quincee Messersmith, Chair Ralph � omas, 
Mike Kemp and Fred Nichols.

See Page 16

Bill � led to term-limit commissioners

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

School board member Laura Lawhon ex-
pressed concern last week that the district’s bud-
get was not properly 
passed at the public 
hearing on Sept. 11.

Lawhon told fellow 
board members  at 
their meeting on Mon-
day, Oct. 16, when 
they took up approval 
of the minutes of that 
Sept. 11 meeting. 

Lawhon said a mo-
tion was never made 
to approve the budget, 
and said  she took her 
concerns to the dis-
trict’s legal counsel, 
who told her that she 
had a duty to tell other school board members 
that the budget had not been properly passed.

Superintendent Bobby Pearce countered that 
the millage rate levy and the budget resolution 
were passed appropriately – and that the vote is 
borne out by the audio recording of the meeting.

The Sun listened to the audio recording of 
the Sept. 11 meeting and confirmed that, on the 
millage levy, school board member Josh Brown 
made the motion to approve and it was seconded 
by school board member Eddie Hand. The vote 
is indicated to be unanimous, with aye votes by 
Brown, Hand, chair Melisa Taylor, and school 
board members Cale Langston and Lawhon.
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Amyah Wilkins – 11th Grader, Wakulla High School 
Student of the Week

Principal: Michele Falk
Amyah is a Junior at Wakulla High School. She is 
the daughter of Brandi and William Wilkins. She is 
a member of Interact, National Honor Society, the 
U.N.I.T.E club, and the � rst President of the newly 
establish SOAR Council. She is an honor roll stu-
dent and a WING mentor. “Amyah is an outstand-
ing pick for student of the month,” said Ms. Pope, 
Wakulla High’s Media Specialist and SOAR Council 
sponsor, “She has this incredibly calm demeanor 
that shows her depth of character.” Her teachers 
all agree. When Amyah isn’t in school, she is an 
instructor at Tiger Rock and holds a fourth-degree 
black belt in Taekwondo. Jason Adams, owner 
of Tiger Rock Crawfordville, says that Amyah is 
“Fierce, Focused, Tenacious, Intelligent, and In-
domitable.” Wakulla High School is beyond proud 
to have her represent us for the month of October.  

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

Purple love grass at Sopchoppy Depot Park.

Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Purple Love Grass
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 

and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

Purple love grass (Eragrostis spectabilis) 
is a small, beautiful bunch grass. In the fall, 
airy clusters of flowers and seeds float above 
the foliage as wispy purplish-pink clouds 
that catch the dew. The clusters break off 
when mature and roll tumbleweed style, 
giving it the nickname tumble grass. Purple 
love grass is found in flatwoods, sand hills, 
and sandy fields in most of Florida. It is a 
larval host for Zabulon skippers. Birds and 
other wildlife eat the seeds. This perenni-
al grows 1-3 feet tall in sandy soil in full 
sun. Purple love grass can be an accent, an 
attractive border, or striking when massed. 
Mow or divide in the winter when dormant. 
See the stunning show this grass is putting 
on now in the meadow at Sopchoppy Depot 
Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

ffi e
SPECIALTY TAGS

ive the ea : 
Enacted: 07/01/2004.
The “Live the Dream” plate is to be 
distributed by the Dream Foundation, Inc.
When you purchase a “Live the Dream” 

specialty plate above, a percentage of the proceeds go to Sickle Cell 
Association of Florida (to distribute to sickle cell chapters throughout Florida)

Re , hite an  lue ike s 
Care: Enacted: 10/01/2003.
Purchase the red, white and blue 
Bikers Care tag, you will help 
thousands of citizens by funding 

programs to prevent blindness and provide support for Floridians 
with disabilities.

$20 - $30 a iti nal 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville
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New Posh, 3079 Crawfordville Hwy.

Gift Certificates 
Available

By 
APPONTMENT

(850) 528-5838
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Musician on tour with Paisley FieldsRate study shows increase 
in water bills was needed 

Sopchoppy

Wiley Gaby returns to area

Wiley Gaby will perform on Saturday, 
Oct. 28 at �e BARK in Tallahassee.

Wednesday is getting married, but what 
should be a joyous occasion is anything 

but ordinary for the Addams Family. Join 
Gomez, Morticia, and whole family for 

this 40-minute production of �e Addams 
Family, younger@part. �is show runs 

Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 27th and 28th, 
at 7 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 29th at 2:30 

p.m. �ere will also be a special student 
night performance on �ursday, Oct. 

26th at 7 p.m. Tickets are $5 and can be 
purchased at the door or see our Facebook 
page to purchase tickets online in advance. 

In November, this show will go on to 
compete against other schools across the 
Panhandle in hopes of advancing to state 
competition. Come enjoy this fun twist 
on this spooky classic at Wakulla High 

School, we are dying to see you.

From Front Page
 

project in Sopchoppy, 
as their bid was much 
better than the bids that 
other companies put 
forward.

• he city commission 
briefly discussed where 
to hang the gateway 
community sign which 
came as a result of the 
trail town designation, 
but they have to verify 
its location is acceptable 
to the state Department 
of ransportation  so no 
decision was made at 
this time.

• Operation anta 
asked city commission-
ers if they’d like to adopt 
a family this year, and 
they decided to, donat-
ing $600 to help a family 
in need.

• he city clerk raised 
some concerns about 
the plants in front of the 
Depot Park growing too 
tall and blocking visibil-
ity into the park, which 
could potentially be a 
safety risk. he city com-
mission agreed that they 
should have a word with 
the people who maintain 
the flowerbeds.

• he surveys of po-
tential well sites are 
steadily coming along, 
but the county is mov-
ing slowly on getting the 
well sites and the set-
backs approved by the 
appropriate state enti-
ties, which is frustrating 
the city commission. 

“We’re four months 
into this and we’ve got 
nothing,” City Commis-
sioner Glenn Rudd said. 

Sopchoppy commis-
sioners decided to put 
more pressure on the 
county government to 
get everything done.

P U B L I C  N O T I C ES:  
F or our readers’  conv enience,  T h e W ak ulla Sun 

prov ides th is P ub lic N otice Section for all P ub lic 
N otices not pub lish ed in th e L egal N otice section 

of th e new spaper.

Your local 
source for 

news.
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CITY OF ST. MARKS

Addams Family

Special to The Sun

Paisley Fields, a rising star in the 
country music scene, has been turn-
ing heads with their remarkable tal-
ent and unique sound. Recently 
named one of the best musical discov-
eries at SXSW by the Austin Chron-
icle and Jambase, Paisley Fields is 
a former member of the Lavender 
Country touring outfit. And their re-
cent duet with Mya Byrne has gained 
widespread recognition and was fea-
tured on esteemed platforms such as 
Democracy Now, Rolling Stone, and 

P . Out Maga ine also recogni ed 
Paisley Fields as one of the “20 Queer 
Country Artists You Should Know 
in 2022.” With their music making 
waves on CM  irius M  and radio 
stations worldwide, Paisley Fields has 
solidified their place as a rising star in 
the genre. ashville cene and CM  
named Paisley one of the “12 Artists 
to Watch in 2022.”

Joining Paisley Fields is Wiley 
Gaby (formerly Goldenchild), a Brook-
lyn-based singer-songwriter originally 
from Wakulla County. Wiley Gaby’s 
honest songwriting and tear-stained, 
emotional vocals have captivated 
audiences far and wide. NPR Music 
praised Gaby for his ability to explore 
“balladeer vulnerability and melodra-
ma by swelling into high notes and 

emoting with sly finesse  and he 
Boot named him as one of “10 Queer 
Country Artists Country Music Fans 
Should Know.” Gaby’s heartfelt, hur 
tin’ songs are a testament to his art-
istry and storytelling prowess.

Paisley Fields and Wiley Gaby are 
set to perform at he Bark Bread and 
Roses Kitchen), 507 All Saints Street 
in allahassee on aturday  Oct.  
starting at 7 p.m.

Tal uin lectric Cooperati e  Inc. is a in  antenna 
structures to the e istin  ater tank locate  at

6  Cra for ille y
Cra for ille  Wakulla County  lori a

at  30.2 3 3  on  - .356 2
O erall ei ht  2

i htin  Speci cations  e - ual system

Contact   Tal uin me ia in uiries at 
T Connects Tal uin lectric.com or 50-62 - 65
ollo in  is information as to the proce ure for intereste  

persons to le e uests for en ironmental processin .  Such 
e uests may only raise en ironmental concerns.  

If an intereste  person alle es that a particular action  other-
ise cate orically e clu e  ill ha e a si ni cant en ironmen-

tal e ect  the person shall electronically submit to the ureau 
responsible for processin  that action a ri en petition se n  
forth in etail the reasons ustifyin  or circumstances neces-
sitatin  en ironmental consi eration in the ecision-makin  
process. If an intereste  person is unable to submit electroni-
cally or if lin  electronically oul  be unreasonably bur en-
some  such person may submit the petition by mail  ith a re-

uest for ai er un er CC ule Section . 30 b .  See CC 
ule Section . 3 3 . The ureau shall re ie  the petition an  

consi er the en ironmental concerns that ha e been raise . If 
the ureau etermines that the action may ha e a si ni cant 
en ironmental impact  the ureau ill re uire the applicant 
to prepare an  see CC ule Sections . 30  an  . 3  

hich ill ser e as the basis for the etermination to procee  
ith or terminate en ironmental processin .

Informal ob ections hich are base  on en ironmental con-
si erations must be le  electronically prior to rant of the 
construction permit  or prior to authori ation for facilities that 

o not re uire construction permits  or pursuant to the appli-
cable rules o ernin  ser ices sub ect to lo eries. If the inter-
este  person is unable to le electronically or if lin  electron-
ically oul  be unreasonably bur ensome  such person may 
submit the ob ection by mail  ith a re uest for ai er un er 
CC ule Section . 30 b . October 19, 26, 2023

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

Bob Mearns from the 
Florida Rural Water As-
sociation was at the St. 
Marks City Commission 
meeting two weeks ago 
to talk about the results 
of the rate study done 
on the city’s water sys-
tem.

Mearns was at the 
city commission meet-
ing held on hursday  
Oct. . 

he study focused 
primarily on the cost to 
keep the water on to all 
of the city’s customers, 
as well as projections for 
the future and suggest-
ed price adjustments 
for years to come. 

he study found that 
the controversial rate 
increase was a good 
choice from the city. 

According to Mearns, 
the rate was going to 
have to be adjusted 
eventually, and it’s bet-
ter to increase the price 
now than have to dou-
ble it a few years down 
the line. he city com-
mission also decided 
they would likely start 
adjusting the rate ev-
ery year from now on, 
so large increases aren’t 
needed again. 

his would likely take 

place in August every 
year, the same month 
the large rate increase 
was.

In other matters be-
fore the city commis-
sion:

• hadrach ines 
of the St. Marks Wa-
terfronts committee 
spoke about plans for 
the Brew Fest, which is 
coming up on Saturday, 
Oct.  gave city com-
missioners an update 
on the event: almost ev-
erything is ironed out, 
and the festival is ex-
pected to be very good 
for the city.

• he city commission 
also discussed how the 
city is paying for insur-
ance on CO  Charter 

chool. he city owns 
the old school build-
ing, and leases it to the 
charter school. In the 
past it was leased for $1 
a year, but the city no 
longer collects the fee.)    

he city commission 
instructed their attor-
ney to draft a letter to 
CO  to notify the 
school’s administration 
that the city will pay 
the first quarter’s in-
surance, but that the 
school will need to look 
into its own liability in-
surance. 

• he city commission 

unanimously passed a 
resolution to authori e 
the sale of a large ex-
cavator to the Wakul-
la county commission, 
one that St. Marks had 
purchased around a 
year and a half ago, but 
not found as much use 
for it as they would have 
liked.

• City Manager oe 
Mansfield suggested 
covering up a patch of 
dirt near Cooter Stew 
restaurant with a deco-
rated piece of concrete, 
which the commission-
ers decided to get an es-
timated price on before 
committing to.

•  resolution was 
unanimously passed to 
allow the mayor to en-
ter into the “Municipal 

mall County Outreach 
Program Agreement” 
which allows St. Marks 
to secure more funding 
for the maintenance of 
its roads.

• he website for the 
City of St. Marks allows 
residents to sign up for 
an email service which 
will alert them about 
meetings and work-
shops that the city is 
holding, so they can be 
more informed about 
what local government 
is doing.

N O TI C E  O F  C E R TI F I C A TI O N  O F  TA X  R O L L S
P u rsu ant to section 
193. 122( 2) , F lorida 
S tatu tes, notice is 
hereb y give n to all 
taxp aye rs and ow ners 
of  b oth real and 
personal property 
that the 2022 W ak u lla Cou nty Tax Rolls have  
b een ext ended to show  the tax attrib u tab le to 
all taxa b le property and that said tax rolls w ere 
certified for collection to the Tax Collector on 
O ctob er 13, 2022. October 26, 2023

P u b lic Annou ncem ent Req u esting P roposals f rom  P re-
Qualified Construction Managers.
Proposals are requested from Pre-Qualified Construction 
Managers by H2Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Wakulla County 
School Board:

W C S B  P R O P O S A L  N O . :  22/ 23 - 04
P R O J E C T N A M E :  S H A D E V I L L E  E L E M E N TA R Y  S C H O O L  
H V A C  R E N O V A TI O N S  A N D  U P G R A D E S  
P R O P O S A L  D U E  D A TE :  W e d n e s d ay , N ov e m b e r  29 , 2023
TI M E :  2: 00 P . M .

A Pre-Request for Qualification Meeting will be held on 
November 14, 2023 at 2:00p.m. at 69 Arran Rd, Crawfordville, 
FL 32327, in the School Board Room. All firms or their 
representatives are encouraged to be in attendance. The Pre-
Request for Qualification date is subject to change.
G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A TI O N :

1. SCOPE: Wakulla County Schools Shadeville Elementary 
School HVAC Upgrades. The Project consists of the 
replacement of the existing HVAC systems throughout 
Shadeville Elementary School, approximately 99,000 
square feet. The Project consists of the consolidation of 
two existing air-cooled chillers, two fuel-oil boilers and 
the one for one replacement of the air handling units on 
campus. Existing DX air handling units will be replaced 
with 4-pipe air handling units.
Additionally, all new hydronic piping will be provided and 
distributed underground to all mechanical rooms.

2. The entity responsible for all aspects of project 
management:
H2Engineering, Inc.
114 East 5th Avenue
Tallahassee, Florida 32303
Phone: (850) 224-7922
Fax: (850) 224-5876

3. Proposals will only be accepted from Construction 
Managers Pre-Qualified with the Wakulla County School 
Board for this project.

4. Sealed proposals must be received at the Wakulla 
County School Board administration building, 69 Arran 
Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327, no later than 2:00 
P.M. local time, on Wednesday, November 29, 2023. 
Proposals must be clearly marked with project name and 
Proposal number on the outside envelope. Submittals 
received after deadline will not be considered.

The Owner reserves the right to waive irregularities and/or
informalities in any Proposal and to reject any or all Proposals
in whole or part, with or without cause, and/or accept the 
Proposal that in its judgment will be for the best interest of the 
School Board of Wakulla County, Florida.
TH E  S C H O O L  B O A R D  O F  W A K U L L A  C O U N TY , F L O R I D A
P O S T O F F I C E  B O X  1 00
C R A W F O R D V I L L E , F L O R I D A  3 23 26- 01 00
R O B E R T P E A R C E ,
S U P E R I N TE N D E N T

A D V E R TI S E M E N T F O R  P R O P O S A L S

W A K U L L A  C O U N TY , F L O R I D A

O ctobe r 26, N ove mbe r 2, 9, 2023

W AK U L L A C O U N T Y  
SH ER I F F ’ S O F F I C E

U N C L AI M ED  P R O P ER T Y
N otice is he reby provi ded tha t the  be low  describe d property w as 
found on public property without an identi able owner. The prop-
erty ha s b een in the  custody of the  W akul la C ounty She riff ’ s O f-

ce. Pursuant to Florida Statutes, Chapter 705.103 2 b , Wakulla 
County Sheriff s f ce will retain custody of each item for 90 
days from the day it was taken into custody before disposing of 
the property in the following manner: 
Notice is hereby given that Wakulla County Sheriff s f ce, 
Pursuant to Florida Statutes, Chapter 705.103 2 b 1 , elects to 
retain for the agency s own use donate to surrender to nder de-

stroy trade the property

WCSO23OFF002450-Samsung / Business Cell Phone
October 26, November 2, 2023
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

I want to express my 
thanks to the Wakulla 
County Historical So-
ciety for the loan of 50 
years of bound volumes 
of The Wakulla News, 
and some Woodville 
and Leon County News 
as well.

The Wakulla News 
recently donated its 
bound volumes to the 
historical society, and 
so did the Wakulla 
County Public Library. 
With many duplicates, 
the historical society 
offered to loan them to 
us. 

I cannot express how 
excited I was to get 
these volumes. It’s part 
of a local newspaper’s 

role to be a historical 
repository of the com-
munity.

Back when we were 
at The Wakulla News, 
there were many times 
someone would come in 
doing family or histori-
cal research, and we’d 
pull the bound volumes 
out of the morgue for 
them to study.  

A couple of weeks 
ago, I drove my truck 
across the courthouse 
square and, with help 
from the historical so-
ciety volunteers, loaded 
up the bound volumes 
and brought them back 
across the courthouse 
square to the office. 
Right now, they fill the 
hallway of our small of-
fice, but soon we’ll have 

some shelves built to 
hold them.

I pulled out the vol-
ume from 2003 and 
started flipping through 
it, which is an easy way 
to lose a whole after-
noon, I can assure you.

One item that caught 
my attention was Eth-
el and Willie Skipper’s 
50th wedding anniver-
sary. That means they 
just celebrated their 
70th anniversary.

What a treasure 
trove of historical infor-
mation.

Thank you again to 
the historical society 
for sharing. 

William Snowden is 
editor and publisher of 
The Wakulla Sun.

Editor, The Sun:

This is regarding your excellent 
front-page report in The Wakulla 
Sun of Thursday, Oct. 10th, con-
cerning Deputy Sheridan being less 
than truthful in his official conduct 
as a law officer.

Though very well-written and re-
ported, I don’t understand why the 
alleged strangulation incident at 
the Wakulla County Public Airport 
by Steven Fults upon Randall Dick 
of May   was omitted. or-
mer Deputy Sheridan had a leading 
role in reporting that strangulation.

Deputy Sheridan’s record-break-
ing, speedy investigation of 43 min-
utes and 41 seconds of a serious 
crime in his on-scene report on 
the strangulation was a farce. That 
time was taken from the  oper-
ator’s log. Former Deputy Sheridan 
stated in his report: “I saw no in-
juries” [from either party]. “This re-
port taken as information only.”

I have photographic proof of in-
juries to both parties and told him 
and other WCSO officials that I 
did and showed them to everyone 
involved including our seven com-
missioners (two retired) and County 
Administrator David Edwards. No 
one replied.

The strangulation markings of 
capillary bruising on the neck of 
Randall Dick and the injury photos 

to both of Mr. ults  knees that  re-
ceived after five weeks of trying to 
get them from WCSO were ignored 
by WCSO. Other evidence, including 
Fults’ own contradictory testimony 
in his congenial interview with de-
tective (now SRO) Ross Hasty, were 
also disregarded. Deputy Sheridan 
and other WCSO officials includ-
ing former  Brian Miller  all of 
whom stated, “no evidence.”

There are many other details I 
am omitting for brevity s sake. My 
point is that there is more than 
Deputy Sheridan’s erroneous ap-
plication of proper official conduct 
than is visible here. That conduct 
by involved officials seems to be en-
demic at WCSO, at least with the 
officers involved in what is usually 
an outstanding sheriff’s office with 
exceptional employees. There is 
much more to this than meets the 
eye.

Mr. andall ick s case is to 
be set for a hearing or trial soon. 
I have recently been involved by 
crossclaim via Fults and his attor-
ney. Involved officials will be called 
to testify. 

I advise Fults’ attorney to have 
his act together because I sure do 
and can’t wait to question Fults on 
the stand.

Bill Catalina
Crawfordville  

Deputy also worked on airport assault case

LETTER S FR OM  R EAD ER S

PH
O

T
O

 B
Y

 L
Y

N
D

A
 K

IN
SE

Y
We have bound volumes

The Wakulla Sun is published weekly at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327
     L   
    W   

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/@TheWakullaSun
TWITTER: www.twitter.com/@TheWakullaSun Jessi Smith

DISTRIBUTON

Subscripti ons to The Wakulla Sun 
In County - $35/yr. - $20/6 mo. Out of County - $50/yr. - $30/6 mo. 

Out of State - $60/yr. - $35/6 mo.

Editor/Publisher: 
William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT: 
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Reporter: 
Legion Taylor

reporter@thewakullasun.com

Circulation: 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Calendar of events for the week of Oct. 26
On the Horizon

� ursday, October 26

• Th e Wakulla County Chamber of 
Commerce will hold a mix and mingle 
event from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Seineyard 
at Wildwood. 
• Th e Wakulla County Cancer Support 
Group meets in the Education Center 
of the Crawfordville United Methodist 
Church at 7 p.m. Th is group meeting 
is for men and women, regardless of 
the type of cancer. Spouses, caregivers, 
and friends are welcome. For more 
information, call 850-926-6050.
• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at 
TCC Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere 
will be concessions and raffl  es.
• Yoga with Nellie, Yin yoga at 9:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, pack-
ages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Friday, October 27

• Th e regular season concludes with 
the Wakulla War Eagles traveling to 

Live Oak to play the Suwannee Bull-
dogs  in a district game at 7 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and 8 p.m. every Friday at the 
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, October 28

•Th e St. Marks Brew Fest will be held 
in St. Marks from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Th e 
arts and craft s market is free to all, the 
Brew Fest itself is from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and requires a ticket which can be pur-
chased online for $30.
•Th e Monarch Butterfl y Festival will 
be held at the St. Marks Refuge visitor 
center from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• 8th Annual Trick or Treat Story Walk 
will be held in Azalea and Hudson 
parks from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
• Gulf Specimen Marine Lab will host 
a Spooky Specimen event from 5 to 8 
p.m., where visitors are invited to look 
at specimens under blacklight and chil-
dren are invited to wear costumes and 
trick or treat through the aquarium.
• Th e Sopchoppy Opry will hold a 
performance at the Historic Sopchop-
py High School Auditorium at 7 p.m., 
with tickets available at the door.
• Th e Wakulla Springs Lodge will hold 
a Creature Feature  with a showing of 
the classic fi lm “Th e Creature from 
the Black Lagoon.” Trailers screen at 7, 

feature at 7:30 p.m.
• Th e Crawfordville United Methodist 
Church will hold their fall bazaar from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church at 175 
Ochlockonee Street in Crawfordville.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Sunday, October 29

• Th e Panacea Trunk-or-Treat will be 
held from 3 to 5 p.m. in Wooley Park. 
Th is event is free
• Th e Medart Assembly of God Trunk-
or-Treat will be from 6 to 8 p.m.  at 
the church at 4647 Crawforville High-
way.

Monday, October 30

• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is 
available weekly for anyone with 
memory impairment at no cost from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga 
at 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are 
$12, packages available at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call 
at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 
p.m. and 8 p.m. at the American Le-

gion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, October 31

• HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
• Sopchoppy community dinner is 
held every week at the Towles House 
at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga 
at 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are 
$12, packages available at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to 
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call 
at (850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, November 1

• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, 
Wednesday, First Class - 11 a.m. 
Wakulla Community Center. Bring 
a Mat. Come early to sign in. Chair 
Yoga participants welcome. $2 per 
class.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
noon and at 6:30 p.m. at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• A Line Dance class is held at 1 p.m. 
at the Wakulla Senior Center every 
Wednesday.
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< Question of The Week > 

L EAH  H AY ES
C os m etologi s t

“I  lik e s hooting m y 
9m m  K im ber . I  w on 
that one ear lier  this  

ye ar  at a D u c k s  
U nlim ited  eve nt. I  lik e 
m y .22 r evol ve r  too!  ”

D AV I D  SC O T T
All T er r ain Sp ec ialties

“ A load ed  one. 
W ho d oes n’ t 
lik e to s hoot 

g u ns ? ”

P olled  at the D u c k s  U nlim ited  W ak u lla’ s  G u n B as h &  F all O ys ter  R oas t:

J U ST I N  L I N K
G u lf  C oas t C ontr ac t F loor ing

“B r ow ning 
C itor i, gr eat 
bir d  hu nting 

gu n.”

“ A s m ok ing  g u n!  
D av id  g ot the 

g ood  ans w er … ”

T I M  SM I T H
Sm ith &  Sons

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

R O N I  C O O K SEY
F la. D ep t. of  C or r ec tions

“ 9m m  Sm ith &  
W es s on M & P . I t’ s  
the one I  lear ned  

how  to s hoot 
w ith.”

What is your favorite gun?

Bicyclist killed on 
Spring Creek Hwy.

Wakulla Station News

Meet some of the cast of  ‘Grease’
Special to The Sun

Many people in our 
community have been 
asking, “Who is in this 
GREASE show?” So we 
are going to take a min-
ute and introduce you to 
The Burger Palace Boys!

Tanner Pafford (Dan-
ny Zuko) is a realtor with 
Blue Water Realty. He is 
married to Kayleen and 
they have a dog, Toby, 
who is 1 ½ years old. 
Tanner performed in the 
theater at Riversprings 
Middle School and has 
lots of singing experi-
ence. Tanner attends 
Authentic Life Church 
and enjoys singing and 
hiking.

Alexander Lewis 
(Kenickie) is a 7th grade 
Reading/Writing teach-
er at Wakulla Middle 
School. His stage expe-
rience includes school 
plays from 3rd through 
12th grades at Medart 
Elementary, Wakul-
la Middle School and 
Wakulla High. He ap-
peared in the WCT 2002 
production, “The King 
and I” and was a waiter 

in the 2009 show, “Hel-
lo, Dolly!”. He attends 
Sopchoppy United Meth-
odist Church and enjoys 
bowling, role playing 
games, 70’s & 80’s mov-
ies and collecting comic 
books.

Ryan Moore (Roger) is 
a senior BA theatre ma-
jor at Florida State Uni-
versity. He has extensive 
stage experience, per-
forming as David in “The 
Amen Corner” (Monti-
cello Opera House), Max 
in “The Play that Goes 
Wrong” (Theatre Talla-
hassee), and Cedric in 
“Puffs” (Young Actors 
Theater). He was part of 
the ensemble in “Cur-

tains” (Quincy Music 
Theatre), “AIDA” (Leon 
High School) and “The 
Who’s Tommy” (Lincoln 
High School).  Ryan was 
part of TCC’s Foren-
sics speech and debate 
team and was the Au-
gust 2023 FCSAA Stu-
dent of the Month with 
the School of Theatre at 
TCC. He enjoys hiking, 
walking nature trails, 
stargazing, and playing 
video games. He is ex-
cited to be performing 
on the Sopchoppy stage 
and would like to thank 
all his friends and family 
for their support!

Alex Barlow (Doody) 
is a 14-year-old student. 

While at Riversprings 
Middle School, he was 
an “A” Honor student, 
on the RMS Honor Court 
and Jr. Honor Roll. 
Alex played Dr. Watson 
in “Sherlock Holmes”, 
Davey/David Jacobs in 
“Newsies, Jr.”, and Hor-
ton in “Suessical Kids”. 
Alex enjoys horseback 
riding, archery, singing 
and marine biology.

Landon Cook (Sonny 
Latierri) is a lab tech-
nician. This is his first 
time on stage, aside 
from concerts in high 
school, but he feels as 
though he is a theater 
kid at heart! In his spare 
time, he enjoys drawing, 
listening to music, hang-
ing out with friends and 
watching football.

“Grease” will be per-
formed by Wakulla 
Community Theater at 
the historic Sopchoppy 
Auditorium on Nov. 2-4 
at 7 p.m. and a 2 p.m. 
matinee on Nov. 5. Tick-
ets are on sale at McIver 
Flooring in Crawfordville 
and Rockulla Music Em-
porium in Medart.

By VERNA BROCK

I hope everyone has been taking 
advantage of the fabulous weather 
we‘ve been enjoying! I know I am. 
Perfect for doing yard work, walk-
ing dogs, or just plain hanging out, 
it has been such a respite from the 
past few sweltering months.

The Shadeville Fall Festival was a 
boatload of fun last Friday evening. 

I think the very best part was see-
ing so many neighbors there, from 
years before. Our children are the 
parents, and our grandchildren are 
the kids all aquiver with excitement. 
It is so much fun to see the tradition 
continuing!

The Wakulla UMC ladies traveled 
to the Sopchoppy UMC who hosted 
the district Women of Faith meet-
ing on Saturday. We joined women 

from all over the Northwest Dis-
trict to share, learn and commit to 
Christian service in the world. The 
Sopchoppy congregation prepared a 
wonderful continental breakfast and 
delicious lunch, as well as delight-
ful door prizes of homemade cookie 
plates and casseroles. No one went 
home empty handed. Thank you 
Sopchoppy UMC for providing such 
a beautiful and warm welcome.

Happy birthday wishes to Clem 
Bunker, Darin Cox, and Buddy Lew-
is. My youngest granddaughter, Av-

ery, celebrated her sixth birthday on 
Saturday, and it was so much fun! 
Has anyone else noticed how de-
lightfully feisty this generation of lit-
tle girls is? I wouldn’t change them 
for anything in the world!

Your prayers are coveted for Pres-
ton Grantham, Jane Delfosse, baby 
Bennie Mott, the family of Betty 
Messer, and praise for the recov-
ery of Sebastian Mosely-Bennett as 
he continues to grow stronger every 
day.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Staff Report

A 38-year-old bicyclist was hit and killed on 
Spring Creek Highway on Saturday night, ac-
cording to the Florida Highway Patrol.

The bicyclist, a Crawfordville man, was struck 
by a car around 8:30 p.m. near the intersection 
of Brown-Donaldson Road, according to the FHP 
report.

The driver of the sedan that struck the bicy-
clist, a 34-year-old Tallahassee man, said he 
didn’t see the bicyclist in the dark – the bicycle 
had neither lights nor reflectors, and there are 
no street lights in the area, according to FHP. 

Passengers in the car included a 32-year-old 
woman and three children, none of whom were 
injured.

This report is for activity Oct. 13-19:

FRIDAY, OCT. 13

• Melondy atasha utherford 
was arrested for DUI after reports of 
a driver driving on the wrong side of 
the roadway. Contact was made with 
Rutherford north of Crawfordville on 
U.S. Highway 319 and after deputies 
activated emergency lights and siren, 
she refused to stop. Upon contact by 
Deputy Austin Rivers, Rutherford dis-
played signs of being under the influ-
ence and was subsequently placed un-
der arrest for DUI.  

SUNDAY, OCT. 15

• eputy rnesto ru illio arrestetd 
Richard Skeens for DUI after Skeens 
almost struck a deputy who was as-
sisting with another traffic stop. 
Skeens stopped and appeared to be in-
toxicated. He refused all sobriety tests 

on the roadside and at the jail. 

MONDAY, OCT. 16

• Matthew ood reported some-
one removed his cooking grill from his 
yard. Wood was able to provide a pos-
sible suspect and wished to have them 
trespassed from his property. Deputy 
Don Newsome investigated.

• avid parks was arrested after a 
traffic stop was conducted on his ve-
hicle. A check of his license showed it 
was suspended. Sparks also had an 
outstanding warrant from Leon Coun-
ty. Sparks was arrested and transport-
ed to the jail without incident. Deputy 
Arturo Cordoba investigated.

• arland anders was arrested for 
operating a vehicle while his license is 
suspended. Landers was stopped by 
Deputy Todd Kent on Shadeville Road 
and found to not have a valid driver’s 
license as well as multiple prior con-
victions. Landers was transported to 

the Wakulla County Jail without inci-
dent. 

•  traffic stop was conducted on 
a vehicle for an obstructed tag. The 
driver, Aaron Swain, was discovered 
to have a suspended license with 11 
priors. Swain was arrested and trans-
ported to the jail. Swain was addition-
ally charged with tag not assigned. 
Deputy Todd Kent investigated.

TUESDAY, OCT. 17

• C O received multiple calls 
reference to an unknown person on 
Sopchoppy Highway and Allen Street 
believing the subject matched the de-
scription of the escaped inmate from 
Franklin County. Deputies made con-
tact with the subject however it was 
not the escaped inmate. The escap-
ee was later located and arrested in 
Franklin County. 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 18

• Jacob wain was arrested for in-
troduction of contraband after he en-

tered the jail with marijuana. Swain 
was arrested on Oct. 17 for battery. 
After being placed into a holding cell, 
Swain could be seen on surveillance 
hiding something under the bench. 
Deputies located the substance which 
was identified as marijuana. Sgt. Mike 
Alexander investigated.

THURSDAY, OCT. 19

• Mary hrash reported waking this 
morning to find her 2015 Toyota Pri-
us missing from her driveway. Thrash 
stated she had let the suspect live with 
her for a few days due to needing help 
around the house. Thrash advised she 
last saw her vehicle in the driveway 
just before going to bed for the night 
around midnight. Thrash was able to 
identify the suspect and this case has 
been sent to detectives for further in-
vestigation. Deputy Norman DeGuz-
man investigated.

Report suspicious or illegal activity 
at 850-745-7100 or call 911 for emer-
gencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
2698-A Crawfordville Hwy. Across from Ace Home Center

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved
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By MARJ LAW

A friend of ours had 
said he would bring a 
new person to the range. 
He did.

Eleanor is a mature 
woman, tall, thin, has 
curly white hair and is 
extremely pretty.

But…
Eleanor leaves her car 

and walks to the pistol 
range. No one is shoot-
ing at the moment, but 
Eleanor is shaking. Her 
face is pale.

We are introduced.
“Are you sure you 

want to shoot a gun?” I 
ask. If she is under pres-
sure from someone to 
be at the range, I’ll have 
to decline helping her. 
It isn’t helping to work 
with someone who really 
doesn’t want to be there. 
Wielding a handgun is 
a serious business. You 
can easily hurt yourself 
or someone else with a 
gun. I try to find out more 
about her. That’s why I 
ask if she really wants 
to consider being here 
at the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office range.

“Yes. I want to.”
“Why?” I’m curious, 

but not challenging her.
“I’m about to travel 

by myself across the 
country. My daughter 
thinks I need a gun for 
protection.”

“And what about you? 
Do you think you need a 
gun for protection?”

Eleanor stands up 
straighter.

“Yes, I do,” she speaks 
with resolve. “I need to 
know I can defend myself 
if I have to.”

OK. If she is on board 

herself, and has the sup-
port of her family, then 
her reasoning is sound, 
However, it is hard to 
see her looking so afraid. 
Maybe we can help her 
feel more secure.

A couple people start 
shooting. Eleanor jumps 
with each pop.

I give her the squishy 
in-your-ear type ear 
plugs to soften the noise. 
On top of those, I loan 
her the ear muff type ear 
protection. The combina-
tion of the two is excellent 
to deaden the noise of 
shooting. However, it 
doesn’t take away every 
bit of noise; just plenty to 
safeguard your hearing. 

Eleanor still jumps at 
every pop. The sounds 
are well muffled, so her 
reaction is due to fear 
and not to the noise.

We pass her ANSI rat-
ed shooting glasses.

I face her and speak 
loudly, so she can un-
derstand.

“Here is a Smith & 
Wesson .380 EZ. It has 
very little recoil. The trig-
ger is soft and easy. It’s a 
good beginner gun.”

The sound of others 
shooting still makes El-
eanor jump. I’m sorry it 
is so distracting to her. 

After loading and rack-
ing the slide, I let her 
know that I’ll shoot it 
first, then it will be her 
turn. 

Pop! She’s right beside 
me and I feel her jump.

She gets ready to 
shoot. I help her with 
her stance and grip. 

Eleanor shoots and 
jumps, shaking all over. 
Then not to be stopped, 
she squeezes the trigger 
again. She is a bit calmer.

We step back from the 
shooting bench.

Sally (you remember 
Sally who used to be a 
newbie?) is in the stall 
next to us, and has a Sig 
Sauer P238. This Sig eas-
ily fits in a purse because 
it is so small. It is also 
a .380, like the EZ that 
Eleanor just shot.

Eleanor looks over at 
Sally’s Sig.

“That’s a really small 

gun,” she says, inter-
ested.

Sally, who is here for 
only her fifth trip to the 
WCSO range, and who is 
barely not a newbie her-
self anymore, steps up to 
the plate.

“Would you like to 
shoot my gun?” she of-
fers, and steps away so 
Eleanor can look over the 
gun and then shoot it.

“It’s ready to shoot,” 
Sally reassures Eleanor. 
“You don’t need to rack 
the slide. I’ve done that 
already. Just point to the 
target. 

“See how you have 
two white dot rear sights 
and one white dot front 
sight? Keep the dots of 
the rear sight so they 
form an imaginary line 
with the white dot front 
sight. When they are 
aligned, the bullseye will 
be directly above the 
front sight. Don’t pull the 
trigger, but squeeze it. 
Now, take a deep breath, 
let it go, and aim and 
shoot.”

I am surprised. Sal-
ly has just taken over 
teaching. On her fifth trip 
yet! She speaks loudly 
enough to be heard, but 
in a firm and reassuring 
manner. 

Eleanor shoots Sally’s 
Sig P238 a couple times. 
She hits the edge of the 
8-inch target with one of 

her shots.
“Great shooting!” I’m 

glad to see that although 
she is so nervous, she is 
still able to hit the target. 
It’s also impressive to see 
Sally turn into a teacher.

“So, which gun do you 
prefer?” I ask Eleanor.

“I like the EZ better. 
I get a better grip on it,” 
she replies. 

“Would you like to 
shoot the EZ again?” 

She takes the EZ. She 
has remembered her 
stance and her grip. She 
shoots another round, 
puts the gun down on 
the shooting bench, and 
steps back.

“I think you’ve had it 
for the day,” I suggest. 

She is certainly ready 
to leave. I hate to see 
anyone so nervous and 
yet so resolved. If she 
would like it, I’d prefer 
to take her back to the 
range on a day when 
there are fewer shooters, 
so their pops would not 
be distracting. Since she 
is determined to shoot, 
I’d like her experience to 
be as calm and peaceful 
as possible.

“What did you think 
of Eleanor?” I ask Sally, 
when Eleanor has left. 
“By the way, you are 
an impressive teacher. I 
didn’t expect you to take 
over like you did. You 
acted like you do this all 

the time!”
“I like Eleanor. She 

can handle a gun and she 
is intelligent. She has a 
fear factor that she has 
to get over.”

“What do you think 
will make the difference?”

“For me, it meant find-
ing the right gun. So, I 
think Eleanor needs to 
come back to the range 
and try out several guns. 
She preferred the EZ 
to the Sig. That may be 
because she has long 
fingers, and the grip on 
the Sig is better for those 
of us with smaller hands. 
Coming to the range and 
trying out several hand-
guns made the difference 
for me, even though I had 
a small Glock already.”

“Why did you want to 
try out other guns when 
you had the Glock? What 
made you come here on 
a Wednesday morning?”

“I saw your article in 
The Wakulla Sun about 
the three .380 handguns. 
I wanted to try them out 
to see if any worked bet-
ter for me than my Glock. 
I didn’t like the Glock.”

“Had you tried other 
handguns?”

“Yes, I tried a Taurus, 
a Glock 9mm and a Cow-
boy gun. I was encour-
aged to buy a Glock, so 
I did. It was a mistake. 
I hadn’t tried it before 
I bought it,” Sally adds 

ruefully.
She continues: “I’m 

really lucky because my 
husband said he would 
buy the Glock from me 
if I found I preferred an-
other gun. So, that’s why 
I contacted you. Then, 
when we got together, 
I liked the Sig so much 
better than the Glock. 
While the Glock is also a 
.380, the Sig fit my hand 
better.  To me, it had 
less recoil and to me, the 
trigger was easier. With 
the Sig, I found my gun. 
Eleanor needs to find her 
gun, too.”

“What do you think 
is the best thing these 
articles in the paper do 
for you?” I ask her.

“Well, besides getting 
to try out other hand-
guns, I had to overcome 
the fear factor of newly 
owning a gun. I think 
Eleanor needs to become 
comfortable with a gun. 
Knowing from the arti-
cles that I could come to 
the range on Wednesday 
morning and try out sev-
eral guns helped me to 
overcome that fear factor, 
and at the same time, 
find the gun that is right 
for me. And that is most 
important… Finding the 
gun that is right for me. 
If Eleanor finds the right 
gun, it will cut down on 
her fear.

“It helps too, to shoot 
with another woman. 
Sometimes, men can be 
so judgmental of ‘man 
things.’”

Sally and I had a good 
giggle over that state-
ment. Fortunately, my 
Joe is super supportive 
of women handling and 
learning about firearms.

Last week, I noted that 
it would be the last time 
we’d speak of Sally as a 
newbie at the range. I 
figured time with newbie 
Sally was over. 

It wasn’t. Now we have 
Sally: assisting at the 
range.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

FOLLOW THE SUN.
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MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 
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The newest newbie at the range

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob 
� ompson, on his weekly wildlife survey at the 

park last week, snapped this photo of a yel-
low-crowned night heron
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Coast Guard Auxiliarists on the water for test-
ing of skills.

Many thanks to Bob 
Asztalos for the following 
article and images. 

Making sure boaters 
are safe, ensuring buoys 
and other aids to navi-
gation are accurate, and 
looking out for pollution 
on the water are some of 
the jobs that US Coast 
Guard Auxiliarists do 
here in the St Marks 
and Apalachee Bay area. 
Because we Auxiliar-
ists provide much of the 
Coast Guard presence 
in our area, we have to 
train like our active-duty 
counterparts. 

Auxiliarists can par-
ticipate in our Boat 
Crew program as either 
a Coxswain (small boat 
commander), or as a 
Crewmember. But cer-
tification for both is not 
easy. Candidates must 
train for months in class 
and on the water before 
they can sit before a 
Qualified Examiner, who 
tests them in a board 
setting, then on the wa-
ter. Once qualified, crew 
then are retested every 
three years. We conduct-
ed a Qualification Ex-
amination on Saturday, 
October 21 at the Coast 
Guard Station Destin. 

Active Duty and Auxil-

iarist Qualified Examin-
ers tested one Coxswain 
and three crewmem-
bers for their three year 
requalification. The had 
to demonstrate knot ty-
ing, chartwork and an-
swer seamanship ques-
tions in a board setting. 
Once they passed their 

shoreside examination, 
it was five hours on the 
water to demonstrate 
their skills in daylight, 
then again when dark-
ness set it. 

We have to be ready 
any time, even when 
dark or bad weather. 
All four passed their ex-

amination and will now 
continue to keep boaters 
safe. 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent. 

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 
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From FWC

This report represents some events 
the FWC handled Oct. 6-12 in the 
Northwest Region. (There were no cases 
reported for Wakulla County.) 

CALHOUN COUNTY

• Officer J. Coker was on patrol check-
ing dove hunters. Upon inspecting a 
field he found it was baited with cracked 
corn. The hunters were cited for hunting 
dove over bait.

• Officer Coker saw a female sitting on 
the side of the road who appeared to be 
in distress. Two witnesses were on the 
scene. The female stated she had been 
riding in a car with another female, they 
got into a physical altercation and the 
driver left her on the side of the road. The 
witnesses stated the driver was intoxi-
cated and provided a vehicle description. 

Officer Carr was nearby and was able to 
locate the suspect’s vehicle, which was 
being driven in an erratic manner. He 
initiated a traffic stop. As he spoke to 
the driver, he noticed her speech was 
slow and slurred. He could also smell 
a strong odor of an alcoholic beverage 
coming from the driver. He conducted 
standardized field sobriety tasks and 
based on the results the driver was ar-
rested for driving under the influence. 
She was transported to the Calhoun 
County Jail.

OKALOOSA COUNTY

• Officers Bower and Phillips were on 
patrol and observed a subject fishing for 
crabs using a dip net. Upon inspection, 
the subject had multiple blue crabs and 
two stone crab claws inside the cooler. 
The subject was unaware of the regula-
tions and seasons for stone crabs. The 

officers issued the subject a notice to 
appear citation for possessing stone crab 
claws out of season. 

• Officers Mursch and Oliver were on 
patrol conducting boating safety inspec-
tions. Both officers noticed a pontoon 
vessel violating an idle speed/no wake 
zone and operating in circles. A vessel 
stop was conducted to address the 
violation and perform a boating safety 
inspection. Throughout the inspection, 
Officer Oliver noticed the operator was 
exhibiting signs of impairment. The op-
erator agreed to perform standardized 
field sobriety tasks and stated he had 
consumed a couple of beers. The subject 
performed poorly on the tasks and was 
placed under arrest for boating under 
the influence. The subject was booked 
into jail and issued a citation for violat-
ing the idle speed zone. 

SANTA ROSA COUNTY

• Officers Mullins and Phillips were 

on patrol in the Blackwater Wildlife 
Management Area, performing resource 
and camp inspections. The officers 
observed a willful wanton waste game 
fish violation. They contacted a subject 
nearby and learned he was involved. 
They observed he had alcohol, litter, and 
his dog off leash. The subject refused 
to provide his identification arguing 
there were no violations. The officers 
explained there were multiple violations, 
and they needed his identification. The 
subject continued arguing and refused 
to comply with direction. The subject 
was placed under arrest and later iden-
tified. It was discovered he had an active 
warrant out of Bay County for trafficking 
meth over 200 grams, drug parapher-
nalia and trespassing. The subject was 
booked into the Okaloosa County Jail 
and charged with resisting arrest with-
out violence. Additionally, he was issued 
a trespass, cited for alcohol, litter, and 
dog off leash. Officer J. Brooks assisted 
with the case. 

FWC Law Enforcement Report

24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

New rescue class.

Hello Wakulla

I have a rescue class that started on Saturday, 
Oct. 21st. My assistant instructor asked if she 
could teach the classroom portion, I agreed even 
though this would be her first rescue class teaching 
students. 

I have a great background with this person and 
she has been teaching a good portion of my pool 
classes this summer. I’m trying to get her ready 
to take her ITC (instructor training course) for her 
instructor certificate.

She is a natural-born teacher so going through 
scuba levels to get to where she is now has been an 
amazing journey not only for her but for me as well. 

She has overcome a language barrier to be able 
to teach clearly so people can understand and learn 
what she is teaching them. She is doing all this 
while working a fulltime job, and getting ready for 
her Ph.D. dissertation. I guess I will have to address 
her as Dr. Scuba when she is finished.

The class started around 9 a.m. with very few 
breaks. She taught each unit with experience and 
some great examples of past diving trips and poten-
tial issues they posed. The class was very involved 
with her training experience and they had lots of 
questions that she answered for them. 

The only unit that she asked me to teach was 
about the laws and liability, and the good Samar-
itan law. 

We ended the class around 3:30 p.m. so everyone 
could make their way back to Tallahassee to watch 
the FSU Seminoles beat Duke, Go Noles. 

Well, that’s it for today. I will let you know how 
the open water portion of the rescue class goes on 
Nov. 4th.

Until next week keep making bubbles.

Russell Miller #59999
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Have you been broken by sin?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Do you know some-
one who reminds you 
of a broken doll that 
needs to be returned to 
the toy factory? So bro-
kenhearted from their 

mess-ups that their 
spirits are crushed? 
Someone so ashamed 
because of their wrong 
choices that they can’t 
face anyone – even 
God? 

Is this how you would 
describe yourself?

God understands our 
crushing discourage-
ment and shame, which 
is why He says in He-
brews 4:16 (ESV), “Let 
us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of 
need.”

No matter what else 

we’re dealing with, 
when shame and tur-
moil are added to the 
mix, our “time of need” 
escalates.

What would happen 
if we asked God to show 
us how He hates our 
sin, but still loves us? 
To help us despise our 
sin as much as He de-
spises it – and accept 
His love and mercy as 
freely as He gives it? 

For years, when I 
battled eating disorders 
and other self-harming 
behavior, I felt like a 
broken doll. So broken 
that the toy factory 
probably would have 

tossed me aside. I know 
firsthand how the en-
emy uses the shame 
of our mess-ups. He 
convinces us we’re not 
worth people’s time, so 
we withdraw from the 
very people we need to 
be around – those at 
church, our family and 
God. 

Every day we isolate, 
hopelessness sets in 
deeper.

Please don’t let Satan 
get away with this.

In my desperation, I 
finally poured out my 
heart at the throne of 
grace and found whole-
ness in Christ’s mercy. 

It wasn’t long before I 
allowed supportive peo-
ple back into my life.

Read Hebrews 4:16 
again.

What if, rather than 
dwelling on the mess 
you’ve made, you drew 
near to the throne of 
grace and talked to 
your heavenly Father? 
Ask Him to help you 
make things right with 
those you’ve hurt with 
your sinful choices. Ask 
God to heal them — and 
you — from the conse-
quences of your sin.

Whatever your situ-
ation, I hope you’ll go 
boldly to God and tell 

Him everything. Ask 
Him to give you true 
sorrow for your mess-
ups and sins. Freely 
accept Almighty God’s 
love and mercy. 

And, while you’re at 
the throne of grace in 
this time of need, allow 
God’s grace to heal you 
from your brokenness.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net. 
Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.
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By CHERYL CRUCE

One of the things I 
remember being taught 
in my childhood is the 
art of looking up. We 
would lay with our 
backs on green grass 
to see the sky. On our 
summer trips, I often 
sat in Mom’s lap (before 
the mandated seatbelt 
laws), and she would 
help me find the dif-
ferent shapes in the 
clouds. 

She constantly re-

minded us to lift our 
heads and watch where 
we were going. She be-
lieved looking down 
could cause a person 
to miss the good things 
that came their way. 
Looking up is an art 
that is learned, just as 
looking down is now 
being known. 

With the new age of 
technology, we are los-
ing this skill of look-
ing up. Everywhere 
you turn, people walk 
with their eyes cast 
down into these little 
screens called smart-
phones. You can often 
see someone stumble, 
bump into an object, 
or walk in front of a car 
because they are look-
ing downward and not 
paying attention. 

We have come a long 
way from the party line 

of my youth. Just as 
the calculator and com-
puterized cash registers 
have stolen the capa-
bility to count change, 
electronics are stealing 
our need for eye con-
tact. 

These devices are 
not the “bad” of our 
lives. Each of these has 
a place in our world. 
We miss the moments 
that count when we 
allow objects to take 
our eyes off the beauty 
around us and no lon-
ger look up to see fam-
ily, friends, or creation. 

Mom taught us to lift 
our heads to see our 
surroundings. Howev-
er, the Scripture teach-
es us to look up to our 
Heavenly Father. When 
the children of Isra-
el came out of slavery, 
the Lord went ahead of 

them. He was a pillar of 
cloud in the day to guide 
them. At night, the Lord 
rose above them as a 
pillar of fire that would 
light their way (Exo-
dus 13:21). Through-
out their journey, they 
were safe if they looked 
up to the Lord. None-
theless, when they cast 
their eyes downward to 
their own devices, they 
weakened and fell into 
danger. 

If we want to remain 
a vital people of faith, 
we must lift our eyes 
to God. What we see 
now is only for a mo-
ment in time, but what 
is unseen is eternal (2 
Corinthians 4:18), be-
yond the scope of time. 
The Psalmist lifted his 
eyes upward, realiz-
ing his help came from 
the God of creation. He 

knew God would not 
allow him to falter and 
that God would be his 
protection in times of 
trouble (Psalm 121). In 
times of crisis, God re-
mains our protection 
when we look upward 
toward Him. 

We live in a world so 
shaken with hatred and 
violence that we cannot 
afford to cast our eyes 
downward. Leonardo 
da Vinci said, “Once 
you have tasted the 
taste of the sky, you 
will forever look up.” 

We should become 
people who learn to 
look beyond the sky. 
As we gaze upward, 
seeking the face of our 
Heavenly Father, we 
will taste and know 
that He is good. Bless-
ings will flow when 
we take refuge in Him 

(Psalm 34:8). Our sanc-
tuary of peace will be 
found when we lift our 
eyes toward Heaven. 
Therefore, let us begin 
to look upward to our 
Lord from this day for-
ward, finding our salva-
tion in His presence. 

“Lift up your eyes and 
look to the heavens: 
Who created all these? 
He who brings out the 
starry host one by one 
and calls forth each of 
them by name. Because 
of his great power and 
mighty strength, not 
one of them is missing.” 
Isaiah 40:26

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

By JAMES SNYDER

Everybody has their 
own comfort food. I 
have a long list of com-
fort food, and Apple 
Fritter is at the top. 
Nothing comforts me 
quite like a fresh Apple 
Fritter.

The other day I need-
ed some comfort food. 
After all, life can be 
rather stressful, and 
you either deal with 
the stress or let it deal 
with you.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
planned to spend the 
day thrift store shop-
ping with one of our 
daughters. Thus, I had 
a whole day to deal with 
my stress.

The first thing I did 
was go where I usually 
get my Apple Fritter. 
I was quite excited on 
my way there, knowing 
I would have all day to 

enjoy my favorite com-
fort food. Even thinking 
about it caused me to 
lose a lot of my stress.

Then the unthink-
able happened. I got to 
the place to purchase 
my Apple Fritter and 
was shocked to find 
they had no Apple Frit-
ters in stock. They were 
out and did not know 
when any would be 
available.

If I had stress at the 
beginning of the day, it 
was nothing compared 
to the stress I was now 
experiencing. How can 
any store run out of the 
most important food 
item in the world?

Staring at the ca-
shier, I said, “Could you 
check your inventory to 
see if maybe there’s one 
you missed?”

She did, and much 
to my chagrin, there 
was none to be found. 
I staggered outside, as 
stressed as I’ve ever 
been in my life. What 
in the world am I going 
to do without an Apple 
Fritter? Especially at a 
time when I can sneak 
one behind the back of 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage.

As I drove home, I 
didn’t know what to 

do. I spent the whole 
day trying to figure this 
out, and if my luck 
is as it usually is, I 
will discover a solution 
three minutes before 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage walks 
in the door.

As I walked into the 
house thinking about 
this, I got a fresh cup of 
coffee, went to my easy 
chair, and tried to think 
through this problem.

No comfort food qual-
ifies for my stress sit-
uation at this time. I 
did not want to sit with 
my stress all day. It’s 
usually bad company. I 
had to come up with a 
solution. My wife is the 
one who always comes 
up with solutions, but 
I’m sure she would not 
volunteer any solution 
on this subject.

Sitting in my chair 
sipping coffee, trying 
to figure out what to 
do, I then thought of 
chocolate. 

Next to an Apple Frit-
ter, a piece of chocolate 
is on my list of comfort 
foods. We are not al-
lowed to have chocolate 
in our house because, 
according to The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage, chocolate 

gives her headaches.
I must say I’m a little 

bit jealous. I thought I 
was the only one giving 
her headaches, and 
now she’s cheating 
on me with chocolate 
headaches. They give 
her headaches instead 
of me? How dare they?

I knew we had none 
in the house, so I had 
to go out somewhere 
and get some delicious 
chocolate before she got 
home.

It didn’t take long to 
get to the store, where 
I knew they had some 
nice chocolate candy. I 
went in, bought some, 
and headed for my ve-
hicle to go home. I was 
so happy that my stress 
was almost gone before 
I took a bite of that 
chocolate.

I got home, got an-
other fresh cup of cof-
fee, sat in my easy chair 
and slowly opened this 
del icious chocolate 
candy bar. I looked at 
it very deliciously and 
reverently bowed to 
take my first bite.

I barely started to 
chew when all of the 
stress in my life ran 
for  cover .  I  s lowly 
chewed and chewed 
and chewed, and before 

I knew it, that chocolate 
bar disappeared. But 
so did my stress. Isn’t 
it wonderful when you 
can deal with a problem 
so quickly?

Later that day, I 
heard The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age pull into the drive-
way. Soon, she was at 
the door and walked in. 
As usual, she came over 
to kiss me, and I wel-
comed her back home.

Then she stopped, 
turned around, and 
looked at me with one 
of her looks. That kind 
of look told me I was in 
some trouble. I could 
not figure out the trou-
ble, but there it was.

“Oh my,” she groaned 
as she stared at me. 
“I’m starting to get a 
headache. You did not 
have any chocolate can-
dy today, did you?”

“What makes you say 
that?” I said as nicely 
as possible.

“When I kissed you 
I tasted chocolate. Did 
you have a chocolate 
bar while I was gone?”

All the stress I got rid 
of with my chocolate 
bar is now back be-
cause of that chocolate 
bar. For the life of me, 
I certainly cannot sort 

this out.
I then thought of one 

of my favorite scrip-
tures. “Be careful for 
nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and sup-
plication with thanks-
giving let your requests 
be made known unto 
God. And the peace of 
God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-
7).

Comfort food is tem-
porary, but “the peace 
of God” endures for-
ever. When I give my 
stress to God, He is 
dependable and will 
watch over my heart 
and mind.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

�en I thought of chocolate
OUT TO PASTOR

Remember to look upward

SPRINGS

SUN 10:15a.m.
WED 7:00 p.m.

Where Love 
Abounds 
& Church 

Becomes Family
850-556-0320
850-926-4065

2028 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.

God Is Real

Springsofhope.us

JESUS 
IS KING

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.
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Billy Moore was born on March 10, 1938, and 
died peacefully at home on October 19, 2023. 

He leaves to cherish his memory a son, Willie 
Lewis Moore II and wife Tammy; a daughter, Lau-
rie Beaton and husband Rob; six grandchildren, 
Garrett Moore, Lauralee Mitchell (Marc), Chaise 
Tinsley (Dallas), Willie Lewis Moore III, Morgan 
and Ryan Beaton; two great-grandchildren, Ed-
ward and Lawson Mitchell; nephews Randall 
Gerrell (Michelle), Ted Gerrell (Dianne) and niece 
Sharon Young (Mike Dallman); great nephews 
and nieces, Alena Crawford (Kyle), Matt Gerrell 
(Cary), Eli Gerrell (Julia), Lesley Gerrell, Cassidy 
Bryan (Patrick), Heath Gerrell (Michele) and Man-
dy Everton (Jerry).

Billy began Wakulla LP Gas with his father, 
W.G. Moore, and wife, Elaine. They were later 
joined by their nephew Gordon Gerrell. Billy re-
tired in 1991 and enjoyed traveling in his motor 

home, accompanied by friends, on trips through-
out the United States. He was an avid hunter 
and fisherman. He was a loving father and doting 
grandfather and was called Pa by his grandchil-
dren. He and his wife, Elaine Paulk Moore, were 
married for 65 years and always did everything 
together. Billy was a faithful member and sup-
porter of St. Marks Baptist Church where he was 
a charter member. 

Visitation was held Monday, October 23, 
2023, from 5 to 7 p.m. at Family Funeral Home 
at Harvey-Young Chapel. Funeral service was 
held Tuesday, October 24, 2023, at 11a.m. at St. 
Marks Baptist Church. The family received friends 
for food and fellowship back at the funeral home 
following graveside service at the Arran Cemetery. 

Skip and Trey Young along with Paula and 
Kimberly assisted the family with arrangements. 
850-926-5919, www.familyfhc.com

Special to The Sun 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic Church is holding an authentic 
Italian Dinner in the Social Hall on 
Saturday, Oct. 28 with seating be-
ginning at 6:15 p.m. through 8:15 
p.m. Tickets are available  at the 
door and carry out orders  are also 
available. Advance tickets  can be 
purchased from church members or 
at the church office  which is open 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Adult tickets 
are $12 per person or four for  $36 

or six tickets for $60. 
Dinner includes Mostaccioli with 

meat or with a meatless sauce, garlic 
bread, salad, desert and beverage. 
BYOB!

There will also be a 50/50 drawing 
and a Silent Auction.

A few of the parishioners will be 
preparing the authentic sauce for 
the meals.  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is trying to 
bring the community together, espe-
cially after the Covid period and now 
with all the new developments com-

ing to our town. We hope to meet and 
greet new people and hopefully hold 
“Nationality Dinners” going forward 
in the new year. Since Father Paul 
Raj, HGN (Heralds of GOod News) is 
our pastor, and from India, we would 
like to have an Indian Dinner and 
Polish Night Dinner, among others.  

The fundraiser is for the church, 
and the charities that the Knights 
of Columbus and the Ladies Circle 
donate to in Wakulla.  

Both the Knights of Columbus 
and the Ladies Circle donate to  the 

Wakulla Pregnancy Center and Op-
eration Santa

The Ladies Circle donates to 
Wakulla Academics, Medart Back-
pack program, and to scholarships 
through our church.

The Knights of Columbus also do-
nates to Open Door Women’s Center, 
Coats for Kids and Special Olympics 
in Wakulla. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 
is located at 3609 Coastal Hwy. in 
Crawfordville - off Highway 98 in 
Medart. 

Catholic church to hold Italian dinner on Saturday

Your local source for news

Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Bruce Phillip Marchlewski, 73, of Crawfordville, died Oct. 19, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

• Altoral Terrell, 47, of Crawfordville, died October 14, 2023.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel.

BRIAN C. ENGLISH
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Financial Consultant®

926-7487
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DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers
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RETIEMENT
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The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Billy Moore

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
Sen. Ben Albritton was 
formally designated 
as the next leader of 
the Florida Senate this 
week during a ceremony 
at the Capitol in which 
he pledged to support 
the Sunshine State’s 
agriculture industry 
and said lawmakers 
will “keep working” to 
address property-in-
surance problems.

A Wauchula Repub-
lican, Albritton is a 
fourth-generation cit-
rus grower — a theme 
that came up multiple 
times during Tuesday’s 
ceremony on the Senate 
floor.

“It ’s part of what 
drove me to public ser-
vice,” Albritton said 
of his farming experi-
ence. “I know firsthand 
what it takes to produce 
the food that feeds our 
state, our country and 
the world. If you really 
stand back and think 
about it, the fact is, the 
survival of agriculture 
is the survival of hu-
manity.”

Albritton has advo-
cated for increasing 
funding to study such 
things as deadly citrus 
greening disease, which 
has played a major role 
in declining citrus pro-
duction over the past 
two decades.

He will succeed Pres-
ident Kathleen Pas-
sidomo, R-Naples, af-
ter the 2024 elections. 
With Gov. Ron DeSantis 
in the crowd for the 
designation ceremo-
ny, Albritton during 
his prepared remarks 
called the governor a 
“focused and principled 
fighter for what’s good.”

Lawmakers in re-
cent years have passed 
a series of measures 
to try to shore up the 
troubled property-in-
surance industry, but 
many homeowners con-
tinue to see soaring 
rates. Albritton said 
the cost of insurance 
is “pressing down on 

families.”
“We have been fo-

cused on the issue, 
with the sweeping tort 
reform that we put into 
place last year. The 
insurer accountability 
bill that we passed this 
last year as well, are 
going to make the sys-
tem better. But what’s 
most important and 
what I think Floridians 
really want to hear, 
is that we’re going to 
keep looking. And we’re 
going to keep working,” 
Albritton said.

SPECIAL SESSION IN 
THE WORKS

A week after issu-
ing an executive or-
der declaring a state 
of emergency amid the 
war between Israel and 
Hamas, DeSantis on 
Friday said he intends 
to call lawmakers into 
a special session to 
bolster state sanctions 
against Iran.

House Speaker Paul 
Renner, R-Palm Coast, 
and Senate President 
Kathleen Passidomo, 
R-Naples, quickly is-
sued a joint proclama-
tion announcing the 
special session will take 
place Nov. 6 through 
Nov. 9. 

The session also will 
address myriad oth-
er issues, including 
Hurricane Idalia relief, 
increased resiliency ef-
forts to lower property 
insurance costs, se-
curity for Jewish day 
schools, and an effort 
to increase vouchers 
for students with dis-
abilities.

DeSantis,  who is 
seeking the 2024 Re-
publican nomination 
for president, and law-
makers already have 
taken a number of 
steps to show support 
for Israel following the 
Hamas attacks.

The proclamation 
said lawmakers in the 
upcoming session will 
“express support for 
the State of Israel to 
exist as a sovereign, 
independent nation, 

with the right to de-
fend itself and protect 
its citizens from indis-
criminate violence and 
terrorism; condemn the 
unprovoked and bar-
baric attacks by terror-
ist regimes, including 
Hamas, against Israel, 
its citizens, and Amer-
icans; and demand 
the immediate end to 
any financial support, 
whether directly or in-
directly, to the regime 
of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, Hamas, Hez-
bollah, or other entities 
that publicly support 
these attacks.”

DeSantis’ spokes-
man Jeremy Redfern 
said Friday that the 
state intends to impose 
“the strongest sanc-
tions against Iran by 
any state in the nation, 
as proposed by Gover-
nor DeSantis” during 
the special session. 

“We look forward to 
working with the Legis-
lature to show Florida’s 
continued support for 
Israel,” Redfern said in 
a prepared statement.

I r a n  s u p p o r t s 
Hamas, a Palestinian 
militant group that be-
gan the war Oct. 7 by 
attacking Israel.

Florida House Mi-
nority Leader Fentrice 
Driskell, D-Tampa, is-
sued a statement Fri-
day tying the planned 
special session to De-
Santis’ White House 
bid.

“We will be watching 
closely to make sure 
Floridians’ tax dollars 
aren’t wasted trying to 
impress out-of-state 
GOP primary voters. 
DeSantis’ policy fail-
ures at home have left 
Floridians paying the 
most for homeowners 
insurance, auto insur-
ance, and rent in the 
country. I think Flo-
ridians would prefer 

their governor spend as 
much time addressing 
these pocketbook is-
sues here as he spends 
on his ambitions,” Dris-
kell said.

During a bipartisan 
event to show support 
for Israel after the sur-
prise attack by Hamas 
this month, legislative 
leaders on Wednesday 
vowed to move forward 
with DeSantis’ request 
for increased state 
sanctions against Iran.

The federal govern-
ment, which hasn’t had 
a formal diplomatic re-
lationship with Iran 
since 1979, when Irani-
ans took over the Amer-
ican embassy, hasn’t 
directly linked Iran with 
the Oct. 7 attack by 
Hamas. But it has said 
leaders in Tehran have 
provided Hamas with 
money and materials.

“We know the Iranian 
regime funds Hamas 
and assists other terror 
groups,” Renner said 
Wednesday.

DeSant i s  ea r l i e r 
this month declared a 
state of emergency that 
helped clear the way 
for Florida to help fly 
Americans back home.

Florida already lists 
Iran as a “foreign coun-
try of concern,” along 
with China, Russia, 
North Korea, Cuba, 
Venezuela and Syria. 
Since 2008, Florida has 
prohibited state agen-
cies and local govern-
ments from contracting 
for goods and services 
of more than $1 million 
with any business that 
has contracts with the 
Iranian government.

In addition, a state 
law passed this spring 
placed land-ownership 
restrictions on people 
from Iran and the oth-
er foreign countries 
of concern. Also, the 
federal government 

has imposed numerous 
sanctions on Iran.

HARD TIME FOR 
HARDING

The s ta te  House 
member who rose to 
prominence among 
conservatives as the 
sponsor of a controver-
sial 2022 law restricting 
school lessons about 
sexual orientation and 
gender identity was 
sentenced Thursday 
after he pleaded guilty 
to fraudulently apply-
ing for business loans 
during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Former Rep.  Joe 
Harding, an Ocala Re-
publican, pleaded guilty 
in March to charges 
of wire fraud, money 
laundering and making 
false statements. The 
charges stemmed in 
part from Harding pro-
viding false information 
in December 2020 to 
the federal Small Busi-
ness Administration 
to receive a $150,000 
pandemic-relief loan.

U.S. District Judge 
Allen Winsor on Thurs-
day sentenced Hard-
ing to four months in 
prison, followed by two 
years of supervised re-
lease.

Harding, 36, was 
f irst elected to the 
House in 2020 and 
was re-elected without 
opposition in 2022 in 
Marion County’s House 
District 24. But he was 
indicted by a federal 
grand jury a short time 
after his re-election and 
resigned from office in 
December 2022.

Harding is expected 
to start the prison term 
on Jan. 29, according 
to a court document.

STORY OF THE 
WEEK:  Bo l s t e r ing 
Florida’s agriculture 
industry, addressing 
water-quality issues 
and supporting the 
foster-care system are 
priorities that Sen. Ben 
Albritton is eyeing as he 
prepares to become the 
next Senate president.

QUOTE OF THE 
WEEK: “This looks like 
yet another case of Ron 
DeSantis using the Leg-
islature to try to help 
his failing presidential 
campaign.” — Florida 
House Minority Lead-
er Fentrice Driskell, 
D-Tampa, referring to 
the governor’s call for 
a special session to 
beef up state sanctions 
against Iran.

Weekly Roundup: Food for thought
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WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. CLONE WARS

If you have a 
pet, you probably 
know what it’s like 
to love an animal 
like family. Javier 
Milei, who’s run-
ning for president 
in Argentina, loved 
his dog Conan so 
much, he had him 
cloned—not once, 
but five times. His 
five “fur children,” 
Conan (a second 
one named for the 
original dog), Mur-
ray, Milton, Rob-
ert, and Lucas, 
are genetic cop-
ies of the original 
Conan, created in 
a laboratory in New 
York. Since Dolly 
the sheep became 
the first mammal 
to be cloned in 
1997, several oth-
er animals includ-
ing horses, goats, 
wolves, and cats 
have been cloned 
by scientists for 
research or com-
panies like the one 
Javier used. While 
a cloned animal 
might have the 
same genes as its 
original, it doesn’t 
necessarily have 
the same person-
ality traits. With 
so many animals 
in shelters that 
need good homes, 
do you think it’s 
necessary or ethi-
cal to have compa-
nies that can clone 
pets? Why or why 
not? Write a para-
graph explaining 
what you think 
about the issue.

2. HALLOWEEN 
DRAMA

Hollywood actors 
are still on strike 
while their union, 
the Screen Actors 
Guild, negotiates 
their contracts 
with movie stu-
dios. With Hallow-
een approaching, 
the union released 
guidelines for its 
members about 
what costumes 
they should avoid 
in order to avoid 
promoting work, 
which is a big part 
of the strike. Mem-
bers of the union 
were told to avoid 
dressing as specific 
characters and in-
stead should stick 
to generic cos-
tumes like ghosts 
or zombies. Many 
actors spoke out 
against the guide-
lines, saying they 
were unnecessary 
and that Hallow-
een costumes ar-

en’t important to 
the strike against 
movie studios or 
considered promo-
tion for movies and 
TV shows. Do you 
think celebrities’ 
Halloween cos-
tumes are import-
ant? Does the fact 
that they’re seen 
by so many people 
mean they have to 
be more thought-
ful on what they 
dress up as? Think 
about what it 
would mean to be a 
celebrity choosing 
a Halloween cos-
tume—write down 
your thoughts and 
share them with 
your classmates.

3. BOARDING 
GROUPS

United Airlines 

has come out with 
a new policy to 
make boarding an 
airplane faster for 
passengers. Their 
new idea: letting 
people in window 
seats board first, 
before those in mid-
dle or aisle seats. 
(Families traveling 
together will still 
board together.) 
The new process 
will help reduce 
the time people are 
waiting in the aisle 
for people who 
were already seat-
ed to move out of 
the way for window 
seat passengers to 
get into the row. 
They say the new 
method would save 
about two minutes 
of boarding time 
for each flight. 
Have you flown 

in an airplane be-
fore? If so, what 
do you remember 
about the board-
ing process? If not, 
Do you think two 
minutes per flight 
is worth it for Unit-
ed to change their 
process?

4. PAINTING 
RETURNS HOME

A 300-year-old 
painting has been 
returned to a Ger-
man museum after 
it was missing for 
almost 100 years. 
The painting, by 
an artist named 
Johann Franz 
Nepomuk Laut-
erer, was stolen 
during World War 
II and brought to 
the United States. 
It was discovered 
by Art Recovery In-
ternational, a com-
pany that looks for 

art that was loot-
ed or stolen, par-
ticularly during 
World War II, and 
brings the works 
back to their orig-
inal homelands. 
This painting will 
now be displayed 
in Germany for 
the first time since 
1945. Write a sum-
mary of this story, 
including where 
the artwork end-
ed up and where 
it rightfully be-
longed.

5. TOP FOODS 
OF 2023

Food delivery 
company Uber 
Eats recently re-
leased its fifth an-
nual “Cravings Re-
port” that shares 
the popular and 
unusual requests 
customers made 
on the app. Among 

the food trends 
they noticed were 
more people order-
ing food without 
onions and asking 
for hot sauce more 
than any other 
condiments. The 
most ordered item 
was French fries, 
while the most 
popular delivery 
combination was 
a burrito bowl and 
cheese. With Hal-
loween approach-
ing, they also listed 
the most popular 
candies: Reese’s, 
Twix, Snickers, 
Peanut M&Ms, and 
Hershey’s Cookies 
‘N’ Cream. Ask five 
classmates what 
foods they ate the 
most this year. 
Then, create your 
own top foods re-
port from the an-
swers you get.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Male children
5. Robert Wagner se-
ries “Hart to __”
9. Unfolded
11. Digestive disease
13. Wednesday
15. Malignant tumor
16. Conscientious 
investment strategy 
(abbr.)
17. Slowed
19. Letter of the Semit-
ic abjads
21. Weights of cars 
without fuel
22. Former CIA
23. Asian country
25. Instead
26. Ancient Egyptian 
King
27. Privies
29. Shopping trips
31. Paradoxical anec-
dote
33. It’s on the table
34. Ancient Persia 
ruler
36. Small American 
rail

38. File extension
39. Days (Spanish)
41. Everyone has one
43. South American 
plant
44. About ilium
46. Vanished Ameri-
can hoopster Bison
48. A type of breakfast
52. Uncooked
53. Examined
54. Christian recluse
56. Strong posts
57. Some are for pasta
58. Skinny
59. School-based orga-
nizations

CLUES DOWN
1. Ringlet
2. Type of complex
3. Midway between 
north and northwest
4. It becomes some-
thing bigger
5. German courtesy 
title
6. Genus of birds
7. Marked by public 
disorder

8. Least aggressive
9. Russian city
10. Insect repellent
11. Interruptions
12. Scoundrels
14. 1,000 calories
15. What one does 
overnight
18. Dwarf planet
20. Pipe
24. Black powdery 
substance
26. Set of four
28. Canned �shes
30. North Carolina 
college
32. Secured
34. A disgraceful event
35. Physical su�ering
37. �e home of the 
free
38. Some are boys
40. Satisfy
42. Makes very happy
43. South American 
plants
45. Modes of transpor-
tation
47. Female sheep
49. Type of torch
50. Piece of merchandise
51. Jump over
55. Wife of Amun

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Please Recycle Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALE
CRUM’S HOME DETAIL

Chris Crum
HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 

WASHING SERVICES
Crawfordville & surrounding areas

850-694-4832

SERVICESSERVICES

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advise Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways

TREE REMOVAL
Debri Hauling 
Tractor Work
30+ years Exp. 

Lic. & Ins. 
Free Estimates 

Mike Gibson
850-933-3237
mgibsontree@gmail.com • mikegibsontreeservice.com

Payne’s PAINTING
339-4155
Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.

References available. We look forward to serving you.

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

Publish 
Your Story!

Only $500 
Start to Finish

You are the 
author of your life.
Included: 
Editing, Formatting, 
Book cover, 
Selling on Amazon:
In paperback, 
hardback & 
their Kindle e-book.
Contact me through 
Galah Bookstore on 

Facebook 

call me at 931-209-9131 
email at galahbookstore@gmail.com

Theresa Nichols
Author since 2008

Publisher since 2011
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On the audio record-
ing, after the vote, Tay-
lor reads the language 
dealing with the millage 
rate levy and the roll-
back rate. (The language 
probably should have 
been read before the vote 
on the millage rate.) And 
then the school board 
moves on to the budget 
resolution: Hand made 
a motion to approve, 
seconded by Langston, 
all voted for.

Lawhon said at the 
Oct. 16 school board 
meeting that there was 

not a motion to approve 
the budget, saying she 
remembers that be-
cause she intended to 
express how frustrated 
she was with the bud-
get process because she 
didn’t get the full bud-
get in a timely manner 
from the district’s fi-
nancial office.

Lawhon said she had 
written a page that she 
wanted to read and nev-
er had the opportunity 
because there was nev-
er a motion and discus-
sion.

Pearce invited school 

board members to lis-
ten to the tape. He also 
suggested that con-
cerns such as Lawhon’s 
should be investigated 
by school board mem-
bers prior to the meet-
ing. 

Lawhon appeared 
frustrated with Pearce’s 
suggestion, saying that 
she had only received 
the minutes a week ago 
and then had to wait 
days for contact from 
the district’s attorney. 

A vote to approve the 
minutes of the Sept. 11 
meeting failed on a 2-2 
vote, with Lawhon and 
Hand voting against ap-
proval, and Langston 

and Brown voting for. 
Taylor was absent be-
cause of illness.

The approval of the 
minutes for that Sept. 
11 meeting will be put 
on the agenda for the 
school board’s Novem-
ber meeting.

After the meeting, 
Lawhon was asked if 
she had listened to the 
recording of the Sept. 
11 meeting. She said 
no, and that she was 
“speaking from my 
truth” and her feelings 
about the budget hear-
ing.

In another matter be-
fore the school board, 
Lawhon expressed her 

concern about chal-
lenged materials in the 
district and the lack of 
communication with 
school board members.

The district has re-
ceived two objections 
and had one removal 
of a book, according to 
the state Department of 
Education’s list of chal-
lenged instructional 
materials.

Complaints about 
the book “Little Rock 
Nine” about the integra-
tion of public schools in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 
over use of the “N-word” 
led to it being removed 
from elementary school 
libraries.

Lawhon said she 
had been contacted by 
someone in the com-
munity with concerns 
about the book’s remov-
al, but because there 
was no communication 
from district staff, she 
was unable to answer 
the person’s concerns.

It was pointed out 
that DOE has a list on 
its website of objections 
and removed materials 
for each district.

The list is available 
at fl.doe.org/academ-
ics/standards/instruc-
tional materials – or 
search Florida Instruc-
tional Materials or your 
browser.

From Front Page

graves found in Wakul-
la County and others 
across the state are at 
risk of being lost or de-
stroyed—abandoned Af-
rican American cemeter-
ies deserve better”

Debbie Jay of the 
historical society held 
a community meeting 
last week at the library 
to discuss plans for 
improvements: a new 
paved entrance and a 
gravel parking area, as 
well as a walking trail 
in the northern part 
of the property, which 
includes the recently 
added property.

There are plans for a 
fence around the prop-
erty, including a new 

gate at the entrance with 
a pedestrian entrance.

A handful of people 
attended the meeting 
out of concern about 
more unmarked graves 
on the property.

Jay noted that graves 
in the northwestern part 
of the cemetery were 
from white families. The 
graves in the southern 
part of the cemetery are 
black families.

Much of the contro-
versy first arose after 
Linda Alexander, who 
owns property north of 
the cemetery adjacent 
to the RV park, filed an 
appeal of a conditional 
use permit for the RV 
park to construct a pick-
leball court next to the 
cemetery. Alexander’s 

appeal was in front of 
the county commission.

Alexander wasn’t ob-
jecting to the pickleball 
court, though her ap-
peal was limited to that. 
Her actual concern was 
the RV park and the 
170  units that would be 
allowed on the property. 
Alexander, whose home 
was for sale, said buyers 
had walked away from 
the deal after learning 
of plans for the RV park.

Alexander claimed 
that what was original-
ly pitched to her was a 
much smaller develop-
ment.

Jenny Jones, who 
has family buried at 
Richardson Cemetery, 
appeared at the appeal 
hearing and expressed 
her concern about the 
impact of the RV park 
on the cemetery.

A hand-drawn plan for a wrought-iron gate at the entranceway of the cemetery o� U.S. 
Highway 98.

PHOTOS BY LYNDA KINSEY

Ducks Unlimited holds Fall Oyster Roast

Summer Dawson, Sarah Clark, Heather Benton and April Posey at the event. Colleen East, Anna Link and Dana Ivester.

School budget

Richardson Cemetery

Projected cost of 
one deputy/de-
tective position, 
including salary 

and bene�ts: 
$95,153

Projected cost of 
one baili� posi-

tion, including 
salary and bene-

�ts: $90,785
Projected cost of 
one dispatch po-
sition, including 
salary and bene-

�ts: $52,188

Projected cost 
of one detention 
deputy position: 

$89,019 (this 
position was not 

included with 
our budget re-

quest)

The cost of a new 
deputy sheriff

�e Wakulla County Sheri� ’s O�ce  submit-
ted a budget request for a total of nine new 

positions, including four road patrol deputies, 
two detectives, two dispatchers and one baili�. 

Vehicle 43,736  
Lights & parts 11,294  
Vehicle Graphics 480       
AED 2,000    
MCT 2,942    
Radio & Console 5,755    
Total 66,207  

Projected Uniform and equipment cost for each road patrol deputy: $5,254

– Information compiled and photographed  by Legion Taylor
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PHOTOS BY LINDA ANN McDONALD

A walk to raise awareness 
of breast cancer was held 
Saturday at Azalea Park. 
Gee Wilson, le� , leads an 
impromptu Zumba class 
with walk participants. 

Kiersten Smith, le� , whose 
challenge with cancer led 
her to partner her State 

Farm insurance agency with 
the Wakulla County Health 
Department to sponsor the 
walk. (Photos by Linda Ann 

McDonald)

Sign up for free daily emails

Scan QR code 
to sign up

WAR EAGLES
FOOTBALL

All games live
on 94.1 FM,

Wave94.com and
our free apps for

Apple and Android
Tune in after every game for the 
Total Care Dental Coach’s Show!

IS ON THE AIR

By BOB FERRANTE
TheOsceola

Florida State’s defense 
hasn’t had moments like 
these in more than a de-
cade. The Seminoles have 
pitched three straight 
second-half shutouts, 
securing wins over Vir-
ginia Tech, Syracuse and 
Duke.

That’s an achievement 
FSU hasn’t had since 
2012 against Murray 
State, Savannah State 
and Wake Forest. And 
it’s the first time FSU’s 
defense has had three 
straight second-half 
shutouts of FBS teams 
since 1996 (North Caroli-
na, Clemson and Miami).

“With every rep they 
get better and I think 
Adam (Fuller) has done a 
remarkable job just play-
ing to the strengths of our 
guys,” FSU coach Mike 
Norvell said. “I thought 
they were dominant 
throughout the game. 
Duke was able to run the 
ball, got to the edge a few 
times, we lost contain, 
didn’t have the edge. I 
thought Adam did a great 
job and our players do a 
great job.

“When you make slight 
adjustments you re-em-

phasize and focus on the 
things that they need to 
be doing and looking at 
and to see that response 
— basically there was 10 
points, we had the missed 
fourth down (attempt on 
offense) where we were 
able to get an immediate 
stop and held them to a 
field goal, and then obvi-
ously the pick six there 
early. But, other than 
that, they held them to 
10 points essentially de-
fensively.”

Let’s recalibrate a bit 
of what Norvell is say-
ing. Norvell’s comment 
that the Seminoles were 
“dominant throughout 
the game” is definitely 
debatable. Duke had ac-
cumulated 144 rushing 
yards on 20 carries in 
the first half. But the 
Seminoles did a good 
job of pressuring Riley 
Leonard, who was just 
3 of 11 for 37 yards with 
a second-quarter inter-
ception by a diving Shy-
heim Brown. If Norvell’s 
comments can be inter-
preted as making Duke 
one-dimensional on of-
fense, that’s not neces-
sarily dominant although 
it’s taking away a part 
of what the Blue Devils 
wanted to accomplish.

The second half? Noth-
ing short of impressive. 
FSU produced a pair of 
fourth-down stops and 
two punts. Yes, the Sem-
inoles benefitted from 
Riley Leonard’s injury. 
But the Seminoles also 
should earn credit for 
putting pressure on Leon-
ard and his backup, Hen-
ry Belin.

FSU didn’t have a sack 
but recorded 22 pres-
sures (four QB hits and 
18 hurries), per Pro Foot-
ball Focus. Defensive end 

Patrick Payton was cred-
ited with seven pressures.

“It felt great, especially 
this game because like 
the last few games it re-
ally ain’t been no pass 
rush, just been a lot of 
teams really just scared 
to drop back and let us 
rush,” Payton said. “Even 
though we had like zero 
sacks, still the rush was 
there every time. A differ-
ent person was one step 
away from being home 
and that helps out the 
DBs, too.”

Defensive tackle Fabi-
en Lovett Sr. was asked if 
a deep rotation up front 
contributes to the de-
fense’s late-game suc-
cess.

“It has a lot to do with 
the rotation because at 
the end of the day if I’m 
going out there fresh, I’m 
going to go make plays 
like I did today,” Lovett 
said. “If (Braden) Fiske 
goes out there fresh, he’s 
going to make plays. If 
Josh (Farmer) is out there 
fresh, he’s going to make 
plays. At the end of the 
day, it’s all about putting 
each other in the best 
position to be dominant, 
regardless. We don’t want 
to put nobody out there if 
you’re tired, just because 
you’re tired you need to 
come off the field.”

The Seminoles are 
building a reputation of 
bending yet not breaking 
and instead breaking the 
will of offenses in the sec-
ond half of games. FSU’s 
win at Clemson came on 
Sept. 23, a month ago, 
and that was the last time 
an opponent found the 
end zone after halftime 
against the FSU defense.

In the second half 
against Virginia Tech, 
FSU had a fourth-down 

stop, Conrad Hussey 
forced a fumble and the 
Hokies had to punt three 
times.

In the second half 
against Syracuse, Greedy 
Vance had an intercep-
tion, the Orange punted 
three times and missed a 
field-goal attempt.

A few FSU players ref-
erenced a halftime speech 
in the locker room on 
Saturday, motivating the 
Seminoles to respond to 
the adversity of trailing 
Duke.

“It was the coaches, 
but Fabien was really the 
one that stood up in the 
locker room,” Fiske said. 
“He made a statement of 
this isn’t who we are and 
let’s turn this around. 
Everybody was on board, 
but it was mainly he stood 
up and he took charge, 
and kudos to him. He’s 
a great leader for us, 
and he stepped up in the 
moment, and I think we 
really all fell in line from 
that. Yeah, the second 
half spoke for itself.”

It certainly did on Sat-
urday. But the defense’s 
second halves are be-
ginning to build week 
after week — and speak 
volumes, too.

Seminole defense swarms to take down Duke back Terry 
Moore in FSU’s 38-20 victory.

FSU’s shut-down defense in second halves

PHOTO BY KEN FIELDS

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS WALK HELD SATURDAY
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Dr. Karen Bartley, 
Wakulla County Health 
Department and 
Panacea Waterfronts 
will be at 
Woolley Park 
(48 Mound 
Street in 
Panacea, FL) 
October 28 
and 29 for 
screenings.

The MAMMOGRAM Bus

If you are 50 to 64 years of age and 
don’t have health insurance coverage, 

no problem! If you do have health 
insurance, bring your card(s).

By appointment only, please call Melissa 
at 850-528-2362 to reserve your time!

Sponsored by : SHS Alumni

Ticketsavailable at the door

Saturday, Oct. 28 • 7 p.m.
      Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

SopchoppyOpry.com

Call (850) 962-3711 for Tickets $15

Swing, Classic Country, The Big Band Era, 
Gospel, 50’s Rock & Roll, Bluegrass, 

Comedy Songs and More.
COME EARLY TO DINE IN OUR OPRY CAFÉ

Presents JAY & TAMMY

Saturday, Oct. 28 • 7 p.m.
      Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

COME EARLY TO DINE IN OUR OPRY CAFÉ

FALL BAZAAR
Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023

9a.m. to 2p.m.
Crawfordville United Methodist Church

176 Ochlochonee Street, Crawfordville

METHODIST WOMEN’S
BAZAAR

PROCEEDS to BENEFIT MISSIONS

SHOP FOR CHRISTMAS
VENDORS with UNIQUE ITEMS

Crafts, Plants, Birdhouses, Handmade 
Knives, Cakes, Pies, Quilt & Afghan Raffle, 
Hot Dog Meals, Lighted Lanterns, Original 
Paintings, Brand New Designer Clothing 

and So Much More.

Saturday Oct 28, 2023 • 11:00 am - 4:00pm • DOWNTOWN ST. MARKS FLORIDA
Come join us for a fantastic day of craft beer, delicious food and Local Vendors  at St. Marks Brew Fest: 

Crafts & Drafts! Get ready to indulge in a wide variety of unique brews crafted by local breweries. 
This event is the perfect opportunity to discover new flavors and mingle with fellow beer enthusiasts.

Stone Crab Season 
Opens Sunday, October 15
Available Sunday after 6p.m. 
& throughout the season. 
Come enjoy dockside dining 
overlooking beautiful 
St. Marks River under the TikiRIVERSIDEBAY.COM

STO N E  C R A B
F E A ST

Saturday, Oct . 28

LIVE MUSIC with 
PUBLIC ADDRESS 
Live music starts at 4p.m.

ANY FURTHER SOUTH 
AND YOU’RE ALL WET!

COME JOIN US FOR A TASTE 
OF THE ISLAND LIFE!

850-926-5668

69 Riverside Dr. St. Marks, Florida

Wakul
la

The Natural Place
to Be in Florida

“Grease” is presented by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc., 
A Concord Theatricals Company. www.concordtheatricals.com

November 2, 3 and 4 at 7pm
November 5 at 2pm

Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium
Located at 164 Yellow Jacket Avenue

in Downtown Sopchoppy, FL

Tickets on sale now at McIver Flooring in Crawfordville

IT’S ELECTRIFYIN’!
On Facebook at Wakulla Community Theater

Book, Music and Lyrics
by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey
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War Eagle Quarterback Haden Klees prepares to step out of bounds. His second half 
rushes were a di� erence in the game, including two touchdowns.

Radio broadcasters Tucker Pearce and Chris Savary calling 
the football game from the sidelines.

850-926-9100
WPTPROPERTIES.COM

“Let Waypoint Properties help 
you find your way home...”

Next game:

War Eagles beat NFC, 42-21

PHOTOS BY KEN FIELDS

Friday, Oct. 27 at 7 p.m.
Wakulla War Eagles travel to Live Oak for a 

district game against the Suwannee Bulldogs.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla War Ea-
gles battled a tough North 
Florida Christian team on 
Friday night and came 
away with a 42-21 victory 
to improve to 9-0.

Tied 14 all at halftime, 
Wakulla Head Coach 
Scott Klees made some 
adjustments at halftime  
– including runs by quar-
terback Haden Klees – 
that opened up the War 
Eagle offense in the sec-
ond half.

Klees said he was 
proud of his defense 
– NFC had three scor-
ing plays including two 
scrambles by their quar-
terback JP Pickles that 
turned into long runs for 
touchdowns. “Good ath-
leetes made big plays,” 
Klees said.

Coach Klees was frus-
trated with the first half: 
“My biggest takeaway: 
we  were not clicking on 
all cylinders and making 
silly mistakes.”

One devastating injury 
was to last week’s Play-
er of the Week, receiver 
Del Zanders who went 
down with a leg injury 
and will likely be out in 
this week’s game against 
district rival Suwannee. 

GAME RECAP

NFC won the toss and 
took the opening kickoff, 
but were forced to punt.

Quarterback Klees 
connected on a bomb to 
receiver Samron Brinson. 
Extra point good. Wakul-
la up 7-0.

In the second quarter, 
NFC has a short pass to 

back Leon Washington, 
who runs 60 yards for 
score. They go for 2 but 
it’s ruled an illegal for-
ward pass. Wakulla 7, 
NFC 6.

NFC attempts an on-
side kick, recovered by 
War Eagles. 

Wakulla on the move: 
first and goal at the NFC 
2. On 3rd down, pass to 
Jeremiah Thomas for the 
score. Extra point puts 
Wakulla up 14-6 with 
2:22 left in the first half.

NFC quarterback Pick-
les is pressured, scram-
bles, then takes off - runs 
for 70 yard TD. NFC con-
verts the 2-point play to 
tie it at 14. 

War Eagles receive 
the second half kickoff. 
Two rushes by Jeremiah 
Thomas, then Haden 
Klees breaks a long run 
to 9. A play later, Samron 
Brinson scores on a jet 
sweep. Extra point puts 
Wakulla up 21-14 over 
NFC.

A 75-yard run by the 
NFC QB for a touchdown 
and the extra point and 
game is tied at 21.

Wakulla’s Sion Ran-
som carries to the 10. 1st 
and goal. Third and goal 
from the 3, Klees runs 
for it, pushes across goal 
line.

Next  dr ive :  Klees 
scores again, this time 
from 3 yards out. Extra 
point makes it Wakulla 
35, NFC 21.

NFC touchdown called 
back for illegal formation. 
Ball at 15, third and 10 
with 7:20 left in the game. 
Fourth and 10 at Wakul-
la 15 for NFC and pass 
falls incomplete. Wakulla 
takes over on downs with 

under 7 minutes left. 
On that series, Sam-

ron Brinson laid out and 
mades a diving catch 
at the NFC 30. Wakul-
la would turn the ball 
over on downs, but NFC 
couldn’t get a drive going.

On Wakulla’s next 
series, with less than 
2 minutes left, a bomb 
from Klees to Nehemiah 
Chandler to put Wakulla 
up 42-21.   

PLAYERS OF THE 
WEEK

Overall Player of the 
Week was Haden Klees, 
who threw for 272 yards 

and four touchdowns, 
and rushed 16 times for 
80 yards and two touch-
downs. 

Offensive Player of the 
Week was Samron Brin-
son, who had six recep-
tions for 120 yards and 
two touchdowns. 

Defensive Player of the 
Week was defensive back 
Nehemiah Chandler who 
played lockdown at cor-
ner. He had five tackles. 
On offense, he had six 
catches for 100 yards and 
a touchdown.

Special Teams Player 
of the Week was kicker 
Luis Quintonilla, praised 
by Coach Klees for put-
ting his kickoffs in tough 
spots for NFC, and going 
6-for-6 on extra points.

Klees also priased 
running back Jeremi-
ah Thomas for his 120 
yards on 19 carries, plus 
receiving yards. Thomas 
also played defense the 

whole night as safety. “He 
didn’t come off the field 
the whole night,” Klees 
said. “That’s hard to do.”

NEXT UP: SUWANNEE 
BULLDOGS 

The War Eagles have a 
big game to end the regu-
lar season against district 
rival Suwannee Bulldogs. 
A win and Wakulla is 
guaranteed a spot in the 
playoffs.

“Suwannee is the best 
team we’ve played to 
this point,” Klees said. 
“They’re big and good and 
physical.”

Their only loss this 
season has been to Mad-
ison.

“On offense, we have to 
be patient when we have 
the ball and take advan-
tage,” Klees said.

Brought to you by:

COACH
Scott Klees

from the Coach
Last week: Big win against a tough, athletic and well-coached 
North Florida Christian team.

Scouting report: Suwannee is the best team the War Eagles 
have faced: big, physical and athletic.

Keys to victory: � e War Eagles will want to speed the game 
up, the Bulldogs will try to slow it down. O� ense has to be 
patient and take advantage of opportunities.

3  Y

3  Y
Coaches Corner
brought to you by

3youtdoorequipmentcrawfordville.stihldealer.net

850- 926- 3300   
2219 Crawfordville HWY. Crawfordville   

LET’S MOW DOWN THE COMPETITION

SAMRON BRINSON
Receiver

NEHEMIAH CHANDLER
Receiver/defensive back

HADEN KLEES
Quarterback

LUIS QUINTONILLA
Kicker

O� enseMVP Defense Special Teams

DOD WALKER
Realtor

850-509-5301 Cell
DOD@WPTPROPERTIES.COM
WWW.WPTPROPERTIES.COM

Proud sponsor 
of players of 
the week.

WEEKLY WAR EAGLE  
GAME HIGHLIGHTS
on the Wakulla Report,
Wolf 103.1, ESPN 97.9 
and WAVE 94.1!




