
No trespassing signs at the Harvey trucks in Medart.

20 bunk beds built for kids Harvey trucks are 
closed to public

Dollar General 
wins slip-and-fall 

negligence lawsuit 

• Last week¶s front page clue-in to 8.S. Navy 
veteran David Sellers¶ return to Wakulla was 
headlined ³Navy SEAL returns home.´ Sellers trained 
with SEAL teams, was a SEAL tech and engineering 
of¿ cer, but was not a SEAL.

• ,n a front-page story on a Wakulla sailor who 
sailed the Great Loop had a typo in the year of the 
boat¶s construction: ,t was 1984, not 1894.

• %ecause of a production error when laying out 
Page 3, the story ³Wakulla embraces the Peanut 
%utter Challenge´ had the wrong byline: the story 
was written by 4-H Director Rachel Pienta.

We regret the errors.

Turn to Page 9

Turn to Page 13
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Corrections

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

CloudyMostly Sunny

Saturday

Sunrise 7:21 AM
Sunset 5:37 PM

Sunrise 7:21 AM
Sunset 5:37 PM

Sunrise 7:20 AM
Sunset 5:37 PM

Hi: 72º Lo: 62º   86%Hi: 66º Lo: 56º   24%Hi: 62º Lo: 41º   4%

WeatherSTEMWAKULLA
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A popular destination for tourists, 
the family has closed its collection of 

old vehicles without ex planation

Rotary and Realtors work with Sleep in H eavenly Peace to provide beds 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Rotary Club of 
Wakulla and the Wakul-
la Chapter of the Talla-
hassee Board of Real-
tors  did a bed build on 
Saturday morning under 
the auspices of Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace and 
built 20 bunk beds for 
Wakulla kids who don’t 
have beds.
(Full disclosure: I am 

the president of the Ro-
tary Club this year.)
The build was orig-

inally supposed to be 
held in the parking lot 
at the sheriff’s office, but 
inclement weather forced 
the build to be moved 
to the extension office’s 
livestock pavilion. 
About 100 volunteers 

took part in building the 
bunk beds – which are 
constructed of lumber 
– 1x4s, 2x4s, 2x6s – 
cut down to size, sand-
ed, drilled, headboards 
assembled and brand-
ed with the “SHP” logo. 
Then the parts are de-
livered to homes and 
assembled.
The delivery included 

mattresses, pillows and 
bed linens - everything 
needed for a bed. 
Steve Sanabria, Ro-

tary Club’s sergeant-at-
arms, noted that Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace had done 
the builds for so long 
that the group had it 
down to an “idiot-proof” 
process. Volunteers who 
had never handled power 
tools jumped in to get the 

beds built.
John Cousins, chap-

ter president of Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace, noted 
that work began around 
9:15 a.m. and the first 
bed was delivered in 
Crawfordville before 11 
a.m.
Cousins showed a pic-

ture of two little girls 
happily smiling in their 
bunk beds.
Rotarian Kris Callo-

way did that first de-
livery and said it was a 
great experience: Two 
little girls living with 
their grandma had been 
sharing a twin bed. He 
and a crew delivered and 
assembled the bed and 
the girls were happily 
arguing over who got the 
top bunk.
Twelve beds were de-

livered. The others are 

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

Recently the Harvey trucks were roped off, with 
signs that read “No Tresspassing” posted in front 
of them.
These trucks have been a symbol of Wakulla 

County for years, as well as a popular spot for 
photographers and tourists to stop on their way 
through the county. The trucks were placed there  
by longtime Wakulla resident Pat Harvey, arranged 
in a semi-circle in chronological order, where the 
trucks have been sitting there ever since.
The Harvey family did not want to disclose their 

reason for closing the Trucks to the public.  

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

After a two-day civil trial last week, a jury re-
turned with a verdict of no damages for a man suing 
Dollar General for a slip-and-fall he suffered at the 
store on Spring Creek Highway back in March 2021.
Kevin Murphy claimed he went into the store to 

shop and used the restroom, but slipped and was 
injured because of water on the floor.
Murphy, represented by the Morgan & Morgan 

law firm, was asking for more than $1.67 million 
because of injuries.
But the store manager testified that he had 

checked the store’s bathrooms around 8 a.m. and 
there was no water on the floor. Surveillance video 
from that day show the manager picking up some-
thing off the floor of one of the bathrooms, and he 
told jurors that he kept the bathrooms fastidious.  
Murphy was the first person to use a restroom 
around 8:45 a.m., according to the manager and 
the surveillance video.
Murphy came out of the bathroom and told the 

manager he had fallen because of water on the floor. 
The manager did an incident report, but Murphy 
did not apparently report severe injuries at the time.   
Murphy had some existing medical conditions, 

such as carpal tunnel syndrome that he claimed 
was exacerbated by the fall. He also claimed injuries 
to his elbow, a torn rotator cuff in his shoulder, 
nerniated discs in his neck.He had surgery for some 
of those problems and had amassed some $49,000 
in medical bills.
In seeking damanges, Murphy’s attorneys asked 

for the medical bills, plus future medical bills 
estimated at $159,000; non-economic damages 

A kid gives a thumbs up to his new bed.

Rotarian Joe Morgan a� er setting up a bunk bed.

Some of the Rotarians who 
participated in the build, 
above, with John Cousins, 

with his hand raised, of 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace. 

Showers

Despite inclement weather, the Wakulla County 
Sheri� ’s O�  ce held its annual Christmas in the 
Park on Friday night, and Santa and Mrs. Claus 
came in from the North Pole for a special visit. 
Santa heard the wishes of 200 children and they 
were each given a toy for Christmas. Meals were 
also provided by the Sheri� ’s o�  ce to everyone 
who attended. Sheri�  Jared Miller, above, with 
‘Team Santa’ Aidye Rigdon, 11; Kinsley Lowery, 8; 
Caroline Lowery, 4; Payton Rigdon, 7; and Waylon 
Lowery, 11.  At right, Brooklyn Williams, 5, talks 
to Santa about her new toy and what she would 
like for Christmas. (Photos by Lynda Kinsey)
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Elliott’s aster has masses of fragrant � owers.

F l o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  So p c h o p p y  D e p o t  P a r k

Elliott’s Aster
By LYNN ARTZ, SANDY TEDDER 
and DAVID RODDENBERRY 

One of the last asters to bloom in the 
fall, Elliott’s aster (Symphyotrichum elliot-
tii) is a wonderful wildflower for attract-
ing butterflies, bees, and other pollina-
tors. Masses of fragrant flowers with light, 
pinkish lavender petals and yellow centers 
adorn the tall plants. Each flower is more 
than 1 inch across. Elliott’s aster typically 
grows to about 4 feet tall and 2-3 feet wide 
and spreads to form dense stands. This 
long-lived perennial does best in full sun 
and moist to wet soil. Elliott’s aster occurs 
in most of Florida in sunny roadside ditch-
es, swamps, and marshes. It is one of 14 
native Symphyotrichum asters occurring 
in Wakulla County. Elliott’s aster has just 
finished blooming at the west end of the 
pond at Sopchoppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

Live the Dream: 
Enacted: 07/01/2004.
The “Live the Dream” plate is to be 
distributed by the Dream Foundation, Inc.
When you purchase a “Live the Dream” 

specialty plate above, a percentage of the proceeds go to Sickle Cell 
Association of Florida (to distribute to sickle cell chapters throughout Florida)

Red, White and Blue Bikers 
Care: Enacted: 10/01/2003.
Purchase the red, white and blue 
Bikers Care tag, you will help 
thousands of citizens by funding 

programs to prevent blindness and provide support for Floridians 
with disabilities.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Joe Edwards – 5th grader at Crawfordville Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Alena Crawford

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Joe Ed-
wards is a Fi� h-grade student here at Crawford-
ville Elementary School.  Joe is a standout stu-
dent who made A honor roll all last school year, 
as well as came in second for reading the most 
words in the school with 4,422,538 words read.  
He is a natural leader and a positive role model 
for others in the school.  Outside of school, Joe 
loves to play baseball and recently participated 
in the Battle Ball which is a fundraiser that raises 
money for families in need.  Joe goes out of his 
way to help others and is always challenging 
himself to meet new goals.  We are excited to see 
what all Joe accomplishes this school year!

STU D ENT O F  TH E WEEK  F EATU RES A 
D IF F ERENT SC H O O L EAC H  WEEK .  

Payne’s PAINTING
339-4155
Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.

References available. We look forward to serving you.
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Special to The Sun

The Medart School of Music will be 
having their Winter recitals on Satur-
day, Dec. 9, at the Ochlockonee Bay 
United Methodist Church located at 
2780 Surf Road. There will be perfor-
mances at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Come 
enjoy a variety of music performed 
on a variety of instruments by these 
young musicians! 
Students performing at the 11 a.m. 

recital include Dylan Hamel, Rayna 
Hamel, Alexis Porter, Gunner Roe, 
Ariel Roe, Fabiola Larregui, Isabella 
Larregui, Lulu Fenenbock, Logan 
Hand, Michael Albanese, Elizabeth 
Albanese, Brooks Baker, Madalyn 
Carraway, Isabella Laughlin, Joe 
Miller, Liam Miller, Gabi Morales, Ella 
Yost, Isabella Maskell, Kara Maskell, 
Emily Lloyd, Zoe Norris, Teddy Herb, 

Jace Perez and Yentl Thoreen.
Students performing at the 2 p.m. 

recital include Sabian Jett, Isaiah 
Laughton, Eliana Howard, Lauret-
ta Compton, Emily Chen, Latesha 
Monroe, Ryan Ladwig, Laila Francis, 
Addison Wells, Lily Bridges, Gary 
Diskerud, Blaiden Ward, Brooklyn 
Ruggless, Brooks Loper, Chandler 
Bechtel, Makayla Bechtel, Ariel Revell, 
Rosario Reyes and Walker Elrod.
Other students who attend the Me-

dart School of Music include Logan 
Bramblett, Ruari Robinson, McKen-
na Sanders,Carter Dunn, Nina Fox, 
Bryson Sanders, Riley Solano, Kaylee 
Keays, Joey Rickards, Marina Barber, 
Ava Lucas and Marlene Meeks.
At the Medart School of Music we 

offer lessons in piano, voice, wood-
winds, brass, percussion, violin, gui-
tar and ukulele.    

Staff Report

Joanne Larson, a para-
professional at River-
springs Middle School 
working with Exceptional 
Student Education, has 
been named the Wakulla 
Schools Employee of the 
Year. 
Larson has been at Riv-

ersprings for four years.
RMS Principal Joshua 

Sandgren wrote of Lar-
son: “Joanne has a calling 
in her life and that calling 
is working with young 
people.” 
Outside the classroom, 

Larson volunteers with 
Special Olympics as a 
bowling coach.

For all the advancements in automotive 
safety, the most sophisticated safety 

devices are the ones already attached to 
the driver. America’s orthopaedic surgeons, 
in partnership with automakers, urge every 
driver to keep hands on the wheel and eyes 

on the road. Visit DecideToDrive.org.

For all the advancements in automotive 

Joanne Larson is school 
employee of the year

Superintendent Bobby Pearce with Joanne Larson.

�e  Historical Society held its Open House on Saturday. Volunteers include David Perry, 
David and Marty Cofey, Brent �urmond, Rita Sparkman and Sherry Colvin.

One of the Historical Society’s accomplishments in the reissue of “�e Heritage of Wakul-
la County,” now on sale at the museum. (Photos by Lynda Ann McDonald) 

PU B LIC NO T ICES:  
F or our readers’  conv enience,  T h e W ak ulla 

Sun prov ides th is P ub lic N otice Section 
for all P ub lic N otices not pub lish ed in th e 

L egal N otice section of th e new spaper.

Historical Society holds its annual Open House

Medart School of Music 
o�ers winter recitals

Calendar of events for the week of December 7
On the Horizon

�ursday, December 7

• Joy-Filled Christmas, a free event for special-needs 
students in Wakulla will be held at the Wakulla Springs 
Lodge from 6 to 8 p.m.
• Palaver Tree Theater is holding “A Seat at the Table” 
event at 6:30 p.m.
• Wakulla County Soil & Water Conservation Board 
meets at the extension office at 5 p.m.
• The Big Banana Car will be in the Winn Dixie parking 
lot from 10 a.m. until dark for rides and or photos. 
• The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held at 7 p.m. 
at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville, every Thursday. 
There are concessions and raffles.
• Gentle Yoga at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe 
every Thursday. Classes are $12, at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.com 
or text/call at (850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, December 8

• Christmas in Panacea will be held from 5:30 to 8 p.m., 
with Santa arriving at 5:30 p.m. and staying until 6:45 
p.m.
• The Big Banana Car will be in the Winn Dixie parking 
lot from 10 a.m. until dark for rides and or photos. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8 p.m. every 
Friday at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, December 9

• The Christmas in Sopchoppy celebration will be held 
from 1 to 7 p.m at the Sopchoppy Depot Park.
• The Chill Spot presents the Battle for Bennie car show 
and chili dinner at 3123 Spring Creek Hwy. at 4 p.m. 
Car registration is $20, Chili is $10 per bowl. All pro-
ceeds go to helping Bennie Mott, who has been diag-
nosed with Medulloblastoma. 
• Palaver Tree Theater is holding the “A Real Mother For 
Ya” music festival, doors open at 3:30 p.m., music goes 
from 4 to 10 p.m., tickets are $15 online and at the door.
• The Sopchoppy Opry will hold their Christmas show, 
starting at 7 p.m. at the historic Sopchoppy High School 
Auditorium. Tickets are $15. 
• The Wakulla Caregiver Support Group will meet at the 
Public Library at 10 a.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at the Amer-
ican Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, December 11
• The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 
meet at 5 p.m. in the commission chambers. A work-
shop on recreational facilities will be held at 3:30 p.m. 
before the regular meeting.
• Crawfordville Woman’s Club monthly meeting is 
the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 64 
Ochlockonee St., in Crawfordville. Call (850)566-5727 
for more information.
• The Wakulla Respite Program is available weekly for 
anyone with memory impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.

• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 9:30 a.m. and 6 
p.m. Classes are $12, packages available at New Posh on 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at 
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, December 12
• Wakulla Wrestling has a dual meet against Bay High 
at 6:30 p.m. at Wakulla High, tickets are $5 through 
GoFan.
• Sopchoppy community dinner is held every week at 
the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 9:30 a.m. and 6 
p.m. Classes are $12, packages available at New Posh on 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, December 13
• A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the Wakulla Se-
nior Center every Wednesday.
• Wakulla County Coalition for Youth meets at 12:30 
p.m. at the health department.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 6:30 p.m. 
every Wednesday at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, every Wednesday, 11 
a.m. Wakulla Community Center. Bring a mat. Come 
early to sign in. Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2 per 
class.

Public Notice: 
The Wakulla Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Board meeting has been rescheduled 
to Thurs., Dec. 7 at 5pm, in Room 2 of the 
Wakulla Extension Bldg. The group’s regular 
meeting time is the second Thurs. of each 
month. Dec. 7, 2023
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

By BILL COTTERELL
City and State

As a graduate of Harvard Law 
School, Gov. Ron DeSantis is pre-
sumed to have more than a pass-
ing grasp of the Bill of Rights, par-
ticularly the First Amendment.
But as a politician, trying to woo 

the rabble of the Republican base 
away from a former president who 
uses terms like “vermin” and “en-
emy of the people” in his standard 
stump speech, DeSantis needs 
to constantly one-up the all-time 
tough guy of presidential campaign 
history. And if that means occa-
sionally stomping all over the free 
speech and assembly rights of his 
critics, Florida taxpayers will pay 
lawyers to defend the governor’s 
constitutionally questionable ac-
tions in court.
Just this month, for instance, 

6.S. District +udge Mark 8alk-
er ordered the state to pay more 
than $372,000 to lawyers for three 
University of Florida political sci-
ence experts. Professors Sharon 
Austin, Michael McDonald and 
Daniel Smith had sued in 2021 
because they had been ordered by 
the university not to testify for the 
plaintiffs in a lawsuit challenging 
changes the DeSantis-dominated 
Legislature had made in Florida’s 
election laws.
The UF administration reasoned 

that whatever the value of informa-
tion the professors might present, 
having three of its employees tes-
tify on behalf of people suing the 
state would not endear the Gaines-
ville campus to the governor and 
Republican legislative leaders who 
appropriate money for state agen-
cies. It’s the same personnel-man-
agement principle that Mafia boss-
es use to show foot soldiers why 
they shouldn’t flip on the family.
But that pesky ol’ Constitu-

tion says the government can’t 
intimidate witnesses – go figure. 
So DeSantis got another legal re-
buke from Walker, who slaps him 
around like Moe used to whack 
Larry and Curly in those old Three 
Stooges dramas.
The U.S. Supreme Court recent-

ly refused to let the state enforce 
its ban on drag shows when chil-
dren are present. A court challenge 
is still pending against the law, 
which doesn’t mention drag specif-
ically but says the state can pros-
ecute joints that allow children in 
audiences of sexually explicit en-
tertainment.
A guy in a sequined gown, with 

a big wig and inch-long eyelashes, 
may not be quite the same freedom 
fighter as Thomas Paine penning 
revolutionary tracts in colonial 
times or Martin Luther King +r. 
speaking out against the Vietnam 
War in the ‘60s. But the govern-
ment has to have a damned good 
reason for stifling such expression 
– and political convenience isn’t 

good enough.
That’s what Republican presi-

dential candidate DeSantis is do-
ing with his attack on “woke.” 
Letting a few vocal parent groups 
remove books from school librar-
ies, forbidding “diversity, equity 
and inclusion” policies on cam-
pus and – most recently – banning 
controversial and unpopular or-
ganizations from state schools are 
sure crowd pleasers at a GOP ral-
ly. Devaluing the First Amendment 
seems a small price for stifling dis-
agreeable protests and making a 
momentary gain in the GOP pres-
idential primaries.
Backed by the American Civil 

Liberties Union, a pro-Palestinian 
student group is suing Florida offi-
cials, including DeSantis, contend-
ing their freedom of speech and 
lawful assembly has been violated 
by state efforts to banish their or-
ganization from the State Universi-
ty System. On Oct. 24, Chancellor 
Ray Rodrigues ordered Students 
for Justice in Palestine disbanded 
on campuses.
“We’re not going to use state tax 

dollars to fund jihad,” DeSantis 
said in a recent Republican presi-
dential debate.
Of course not. No one is suggest-

ing that organizations, or individ-
ual speakers, advocating terrorism 
or hatred should be a regular part 
of campus life, like a fraternity or 
Young Democrats. But exiling an 
organization, rather than forbid-
ding violent or disruptive acts by 
individuals, runs afoul of constitu-
tional rights.
It’s easy to pick on the most hat-

ed people in town, and politicians 
will always seek out the easiest tar-
get – whether it’s Gov. George Wal-
lace shouting, “Segregation today, 
segregation tomorrow, segregation 
forever” at his Alabama inaugura-
tion in 1963 or Trump offering to 
post bond if one of his followers 
beat up a heckler. Political cour-
age was Florida Gov. LeRoy Collins 
standing for peaceful integration 
and obedience of federal law in 
the 1950s, not DeSantis removing 
state attorneys to bolster his law-
and-order bona fides.
We’ve seen a lot of leaders seize 

upon widespread fear or prejudice 
and ride roughshod over the rights 
of people who were powerless and 
hated. There was the whole Recon-
struction era, the Palmer Raids of 
1�1�-�0, 6.S. Sen. +oe McCarthyȂs 
Red Scare witch-hunt of the 1950s. 
Demagogues can always draw a 
crowd and advance their own polit-
ical careers.
Sometimes it works for a while, 

but it never ends well.

Bill Cotterell is a retired Capitol 
reporter for United Press Interna-
tional and the Tallahassee Dem-
ocrat. He can be reached at bcot-
terell@cityandstatefl.com. 
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NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Swapping free speech for 
right-wing votes Editor, The Sun:

We all recognize the importance 
of mental health here in Wakulla. 
Unfortunately, there remains a tiny 
minority of individuals that remain 
affected, some severely, by TDS or 
Trump Derangement Syndrome.  As 
was witnessed by the recent diatribe 
published on /ov. �0 by Mr. Cotterell 
entitled “Trump trials should be tele-
vised for all to see.” I believe it is in 
the interest of the common good of 
Wakulla County citizens that a TDS 
Treatment Center be funded and op-
erated by Wakulla County employees 
and volunteers to assist these unfor-
tunate individuals who are addicted 
to hallucinogenics like CNN, DNC, 
(eneric MSM, SPLC, BLM, OS', 
LGBTQ2, etc., etc. 
As with any narcotic the side ef-

fects often produce bizarre behavior 
and exclamations like “non-binary, 
birther people, incursion  and most-
ly peaceful protests” when trying to 
describe confused individuals, moth-
ers, actual peaceful protests and ri-
ots. Another obvious trait of people 
afflicted with TDS is their abhorrence 
of law and order and by extension, 
law enforcement. TDS sufferers are 
drawn to groups like ‘Antifa’ who glo-

rify chaos and violence leading to so-
cial disorder and collapse. Of course 
we, the bearers of rational thought 
and conservative beliefs and iron-
clad support of President Donald J. 
Trump (45) believe that treatment for 
TDS offers the best recourse to pro-
vide help for these pitiful individuals 
and help relieve their mental distress.
A variety of treatment options are 

available. Clinical trials have proven 
the benefits of reading 1. U.S. Con-
stitution, particularly the First and 
Second Amendments, 2. The Bible, 
3. History of Socialism and Commu-
nism and their consistently tragic 
failures, 4. Jan. 6 protest security 
footage recently released to the pub-
lic, 5. History of third world Banana 
Republic countries’ charging political 
rivals with bogus crimes and the his-
tory of AmericaȂs MA(A movement 
and how it changed the world and the 
climate for the better.
It is time we acted on this devas-

tating mental illness and find the re-
sources to fund and operate our own 
TDS Treatment Center and provide 
help to people like Mr. Cotterell be-
fore it is too late. 

Tim Caldwell
Panacea

Editor, The Sun:

We are writing to you today to bring 
attention to an initiative taken by the 
4-H Youth Senior Citizens Prom Com-
mittee. Our dedicated group of young 
individuals has decided to organize a 
Pride Project for the upcoming “Dash 
into the ‘50s” Senior Citizen Prom on 
Feb. 14. In order to make this event 
a grand success, we are in need of 
in-kind donors, donations, sponsors 
and volunteers.
The Senior Citizen Prom is a one-

of-a-kind event that brings joy and 
happiness to our elderly community 
members. It provides them with an 
opportunity to relive their youth and 
enjoy an evening filled with music, 
dancing and camaraderie. This year’s 
theme is “Dash into the 50’s,” aiming 
to recreate the vibrant atmosphere of 
that era.
To ensure that this event becomes 

a memorable experience for our se-
nior citizens, we are seeking support 
from generous individuals and busi-
nesses within our community. In-
kind donations such as decorations 
reminiscent of the 1950s era would 
greatly contribute towards creating 
an authentic ambiance. We kindly 
request local businesses or individu-
als who may have access to vintage 
items like jukeboxes, record players 
or classic cars from that period to 
consider lending them for this special 
occasion.
Furthermore, financial contribu-

tions from sponsors would be im-
mensely helpful in covering various 
expenses associated with organizing 
such an event such as refreshments 

and decorations. 
Volunteers are also crucial in en-

suring smooth operations during the 
prom night. We encourage enthusi-
astic individuals who are passionate 
about giving back to their community 
to come forward and offer their time 
and skills.
By supporting the 4-H Youth Se-

nior Citizens Prom Committee in 
their Pride Project, we can collective-
ly make a positive impact on the lives 
of our senior citizens. We believe it is 
essential that we show our apprecia-
tion for the contributions they have 
made throughout their lives by cre-
ating an enjoyable afternoon where 
they can let loose and have fun.
We urge all members of our com-

munity to consider how they can 
contribute towards this noble cause. 
Whether it be through in-kind dona-
tions, financial support or volunteer-
ing your time, every effort counts. To-
gether, let us make this year’s “Dash 
into the 50s” Senior Citizen Prom an 
unforgettable experience for our be-
loved seniors.
For further information on how 

you can get involved or make a con-
tribution, please contact Ms.Aman-
da amandakm0�0�!yahoo.com, Mr. 
Lewis at (��0) 661-0��� or Ms.Ra-
chel at The Wakulla County Exteni-
son office at (850) 926-3931. We look 
forward to your support in making 
this event a resounding success.

Vanessa, Caden, Jenniffer, 
Lauretta, Bonnie, Wyatt

4-H youth Senior Citizens Prom 
Committee

Wakulla needs TDS treatment center

4-H Pride Project is senior center prom
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Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

I hope everyone fared well during 
the weekend rains. We got more 
than 11 inches of rain at our house, 
but were very thankful for the rela-
tively warm temps. 
Daughter Emma and I braved the 

inclement weather to shop the early 
bird sale at the annual Market Days 
benefit for the Tallahassee Museum. 
It was fun to see old friends there, 
while Christmas shopping some fa-
vorite vendors. I will admit to being 
ready to escape the drenching rain 
for the dry environs of my car.

Once back in the county, I went 
straight to the Christmas Bazaar 
at the Wakulla United Methodist 
Church. Many thanks to the brave 
souls who came out to shop this an-
nual event. It is always a good way 
to find handcrafted gifts and orna-
ments for the holidays. I was tick-
led pink to win the drawing for this 
year’s quilt and matching pillows! 
After donating for years in hopes of 
acquiring a quilt created with love 
and dedication, I was complete-
ly flabbergasted to hear my name 
called out.
The congregation celebrated Com-

munion this past Sunday, followed 
by a delicious holiday dinner on the 
grounds. We were joined by several 
members of the Woodville U.M.C., 
which is also pastored by Pastor 
Steve Montgomery. The food was 
bountiful, and the fellowship, pre-
cious.

Speaking of the Woodville U.M.C., 
this coming Sunday is the vaunted 
Second Sunday Sing. The Church 
will host a talented musical group at 
6 p.m., followed by a yummy supper 
in the social hall. I tell people this 
is the best kept secret in Woodville, 
except it really isn’t a secret! I hope 
you will join us for a really wonder-
ful evening of great music, food and 

fellowship.

Prayers are requested for Thelma 
Watts; Bennie Mott; my friends Kit-
ty and Jim Wollenberger who have 
lost their only child, Tyler; my dear 
friend and former colleague Cathy 
Echeveria, whose beloved husband 
Jason died unexpectedly 10 days 
ago; and Jim Lannon.

About this whole college football 
playoff deal: Ed pointed out to me, 
if FSU had been chosen to play in-
stead of Alabama, there would have 
been no SEC team in the running. 
Kinda makes you go, “Hmmmm.” 
Oh, well...it’s just a game, right?

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Aging is a promise – some people in 
the 80s and 90s still find joy and hap-
piness.
They retain their memories. Let me 

say they know what day of the week, 
and the color of their shoes. They don’t 
have youthful energy, don’t sit all day, 

but get up and walk around, talk to 
family and friends. 
You might have to ask them what 

their name is or where they live – that is 
a part of growing old.
Sing your favorite song. Pray your 

daily prayer. It is a blessing to get older 
each day that you are alive. It adds an-
other number to your getting old. 

Some people stay sharp. Retain your 
memories. It’s all right to ask something 
again. 
Run, swim, play a little ball. Keep 

your energy and enjoy life deeply!

We wish a happy birthday to Char-
ity Paschal, Andrew Grimsley on Dec. 
8. Reggie Boulware, Tavoris on Dec. 17. 
Bruce Simmons, Shannon Howell Rosi-
er on Dec. 18. Deacon Willie Fred Skip-
per Sr. on Dec. 23. Kevin Hines on Dec. 
27. Fellis Hines on Dec. 31.

The Skipper Temple Church of Christ 
will have its annual December birthday 
month rally. Christmas is around the 
corner. We welcome you to fellowship 
with us. Fellowship time is 11 a.m. on 
Dec. 10.

Our prayers and concern goes out 
to all the sick and shut-in, those in 
the hospital and nursing home, pris-
on, homeless, all in need of help every-
where.

Hot Tamale releases ‘I Wanna Be a Turtle’ song for kids

Adrian Fogelin and Craig Reeder perform 
as Hot Tamale.

This report is for activity Nov. 24-
30:

SATURDAY, NOV. 25

• Timothy Banks reported his res-
idence filled up with smoke from an 
unknown source. After investigating, 
Banks discovered the ceiling burning 
around the fireplace and chimney. 
The cause was a previous fire from the 
previous night. Banks got most of his 
property out but not all and the house 
was a total loss. Fire Rescue respond-
ed and the fire appears to be acciden-
tal. Deputy Norman De Guzman inves-
tigated.

MONDAY, NOV. 27

• Kristin DiYon reported someone 
entered her home and stole some crys-

tals valued at approximately $150. 
Dixon alleged someone entered her 
room and took the key from a draw-
er located by her bed and stole items 
from her safe while she was sleeping. 
Deputy Zac Monroe investigated.

• 8illiam MullinaY reported his 
2015 Harley Davidson stolen. Mulli-
nax stated he allowed the suspect to 
take the bike on August 2,2023 and 
pay him within the next couple of days. 
To this date, William has not had con-
tact with the suspect. The motorcycle 
was entered into NCIC/FCIC as stolen. 
This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. Deputy Ed-
win Grove investigated.

• Chad Carraway was arrested for 
driving while license suspended or re-
voked with knowledge after a traffic 
stop was conducted on the vehicle, he 
was driving was observed to have an 

obstructed tag. The tag was blocked 
by an air compressor which was on 
a rack in the trailer hitch. Carraway 
has five prior convictions. Carraway 
was arrested and transported to the 
Wakulla County Jail. Deputy Jake 
Scott investigated.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 29

• Ashley 8inkler reported she left 
a $120 deposit on Facebook Market-
place to purchase a Bassett Hound 
from a suspect. As of this date she 
has not been able to locate or contact 
the suspect after posting the deposit. 
This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. Deputy Kory 
Smtih investigated.

THURSDAY, NOV. 30

• +ulie Beachler reported her identi-
ty was stolen. Beachler was given the 
Identify Theft packet on how to report 
this incident to Social Security and the 

three credit reporting agencies. Depu-
ty James Cooper investigated.

• Sue +ester reported her black in 
color, 2020 Jeep Compass was stolen 
from the Wakulla Moose Lodge in Pan-
acea. Jester arrived to the Lodge on or 
about 7 p.m. and stated she left the 
doors unlocked with the key fob inside 
the vehicle. Jester’s husband left at 
around 11:30 p.m. in a separate vehi-
cle and noticed Jester’s Jeep was still 
in the parking lot. At midnight, Jester 
went to leave and noticed the vehicle 
was gone. The vehicle was entered into 
NCIC / FCIC as stolen. No video sur-
veillance cameras are mounted in the 
front of the Moose Lodge, therefore it is 
unknown who took the vehicle at this 
time. This case has been sent to detec-
tives for further investigation. Deputy 
Matt Hinson investigated.

Report suspicious or illegal activity 
at 850-745-7100 or call 911 for emer-
gencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

< Question of The Week > 

PAY T O N RICH ARD SO N
Age 8

“S pending time 
with family and 
decorating the 

Christmas tree.”

K AY LA B O H ANAN
Age 10

“ G etting presents 
and spending time 

with family.”

3olleG at tKe 6KeriII¶s 2I¿ ce &Kristmas in tKe 3ark�

O LIV IA  SALAD INO  
Age 6

“A ll the 
decorations 
anG making 

cookies.´

“ G etting toys 
and opening the 

presents.”

CLAY T O N B O O K
Age 5

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

G RACIE RICH ARD SO N
Age 6

“ T hat I get to see 
all of my family.”

What do you like best about Christmas?

Special to The Sun

Craig Reeder and Adrian Fogelin, 
who make music as the local duo Hot 
Tamale have been using their musi-
cal talents to support environmental 
causes for many years and have just 
produced an educational music video 
titled “I Wanna Be a Turtle” designed 
for kids, and big folks too.  
“We want kids to bond with sea tur-

tles as a way of luring them toward the 
natural sciences, and then, as they get 
older, understanding the critical need 
for environmental conservation,” says 
Reeder, who produced the upbeat vid-
eo featuring turtles in the wild as well 
as festive scenes from turtle releases 
carried out on the beaches of the Big 
Bend by the Gulf Specimen Marine Lab 
located in Panacea. 
“Kids will be amazed watching sea 

turtles swim and dive and skitter 
across the sand,” says Fogelin. “And 
maybe they’ll get to the next turtle 
release being done by this wonderful 
organization located right here in our 
own back yard.” 
As a former educator and an 

award-winning author of middle grade 
novels, she knows the power of getting 
kids excited about things like science 
at an early age. “The images and music 
will definitely speak to kids—and who 
doesn’t want to be a turtle?” 
The video was produced with the 

help and support of the Gulf Specimen 
Marine Lab and has been shared with 
a number of schools and nature con-
servancy organizations. 
Initial feedback has been positive 

says Reeder, who proudly shared this 
quote from Jessica Swindall, the direc-
tor of the Florida Coastal Conservancy:  

“Oh my goodness, this is WONDER-
FUL! We’ll be delighted to share it with 
our guests and students, they will love 

it.” 
To view the video on YouTube. 

Search: I Wanna Be a Turtle by Hot 
Tamale.” The video is also available at 
Vimeo.com. The duo hopes people will 
share the video, and feel free to sing 
along. 
Hot Tamale is an acoustic duo 

based in Tallahassee with deep roots 
in Wakulla County. Folks in Wakul-
la have seen them at the Sopchoppy 
Worm Gruntin’ Festival, the Palaver 
Tree Theater, at the St. Marks NWR, 
Wakulla Springs, the Gulf Specimen 
Marine Lab, at yearly performances for 
the students at Crawfordville Elemen-
tary School, and most recently at the 
Oyster & Mullet Festival in Sopchoppy. 
More information about Hot Tamale 

is available on their Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/hottama-
lemusic
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By MARJ LAW

Wasn’t there a time 
when you wanted to be 
a super hero?
Joe wanted to be 

Superman. Superman 
was a popular television 
show when Joe was 
growing up.
I was going to be the 

Lone Ranger. He sure 
could twirl that gun as 
he slid it into his hol-
ster.
We both thought 

just maybe, one day, 
we would be able to do 
something really good.
One young man, 

Elisjsha Dicken, was 
named a super hero. 
Only 22 years old, Elisj-
sha saw a man shooting 
shoppers at an Indiana 
mall. He pulled out his 
9mm Glock and, from 
40 yards away, neu-
tralized the man who 
had already killed three 
people and injured two 
more.
“I will say his actions 

were nothing short of 
heroic. He engaged the 
gunman from quite a 
distance with a hand-
gun,” Greenwood Police 
Chief James Ison said. 
“[He] was very tactically 
sound as he moved to 
close in on the suspect, 
he was also motioning 
for people to exit behind 
him. He has no police 
training and no military 
background.”
And that’s what in-

spired a local Wakulla 
County man, Sam, to 
consider purchasing his 
first gun.
“One person has the 

potential to save so 

many lives,” he mar-
veled to Joe and me. “I 
bet if I just showed him 
my gun, he’d have run 
away.”
And that would put 

Sam into deep trouble 
too.
Sam, along with other 

potential do-gooders, 
should consider that it 
might be better not to 
own a gun at all.
Yes, in Florida, we 

have the right to own 
and even wear a gun on 
our person or carry one 
in a purse (if we are of 
age and unless we are a 
convicted felon).
However, your gun 

must be hidden from 
sight. That means your 
shirt or jacket must cov-
er it. If your shirt is tight 
and someone can see 
the outline of your gun, 
that’s called “imprint-
ing.” You are not allowed 
to wear a gun in such a 
way that it imprints.
Sam thought that if 

he turned sideways, 
displaying his gun, then 
the shooter might leave 
the area. And, if that 
didn’t work, he planned 
to pull his gun from the 
holster, waving it so the 
bad guy would see it and 
run away.
In either case, Sam 

could be in trouble.
Sam could be arrested 

for displaying his gun, 
or for allowing the gun 
to be imprinted beneath 
his shirt. He could also 
be arrested for waving 
his gun. This is called 
“brandishing.”
Sam, in wanting to be 

a good guy, could be ar-
rested for what is called 
the “public display of a 
firearm.”
Maybe Sam still has 

that childhood wish to 
be a super hero. But 
maybe, this wish is go-
ing to get him into more 
trouble than he can 
stand.
“Do you know the four 

major rules of gun safe-
ty?” Joe asks Sam. 
“Umm,” Sam is think-

ing. “Why don’t you re-
mind me?” he asks Joe.

Joe tells him: “The 
four major rules of gun 
safety are:

• Point your gun in a 
safe direction,

• Always consider 
your gun loaded,

• Keep your finger off 
the trigger until you are 
ready to shoot, and

• Be sure of your tar-
get and what is beyond 
it.
Let’s take pointing 

your gun in a safe direc-
tion,” he begins. “As you 
draw from your holster, 
is there any chance your 
finger on the trigger 
could squeeze it be-
fore you intended? You 
might end up shooting 
the shopper beside you 
before you train your 
gun on Mr. Bad.
“Next, are you show-

ing or waving your gun 
with the intention of 
scaring Mr. Bad away? 
All guns should be treat-
ed as if they are loaded. 
You don’t get any get-
out-of-jail free card if 
you say your gun isn’t 
loaded and that you 
just planned to scare 
the bad guy. You see, 
all guns are considered 
loaded. You could be 
arrested for brandishing 
your gun. Even worse, 
someone could shoot 
you, thinking you are 
an aggressor carrying an 

armed gun.
“Rule 3 is that you 

have to keep your finger 
off the trigger until you 
are ready to fire. It would 
be easy, in a moment 
of stress, to slide that 
trigger finger onto the 
trigger as you draw your 
Glock from the holster. 
Especially if the Glock 
has a light trigger, you 
might fire the gun ‘way 
before you mean to.
“And you must be 

sure of your target. 
What about the other 
people at the mall? Who 
is behind Mr. Bad, and 
could your shot acci-
dentally hit that person? 
Could the angle of your 
shot possibly hit anoth-
er innocent bystander?
“Anyone who shoots 

must be aware of these 
big four rules. Staying 
within these rules helps 
us to have a safer envi-
ronment.”
“I’m not sure I’ll re-

member all that,” says 
Sam dubiously. Then 
I bring up some more 
thoughts for him to con-
sider.
For instance: how long 

will it take before Sam is 
proficient enough to hit 
his target? And at what 
distance? You’d be sur-
prised to learn how long 
it takes to become accu-
rate at hitting an 8-inch 

target at 7.5 yards. And 
will Sam hit that target 
every time? Should he 
even chance this shot, 
or would Mr. Bad turn 
and take him down as 
Sam tried to aim again?
It’s obvious that Elis-

jsha Dicken is an excel-
lent shot. And he was 
shooting from 40 yards 
away. Most people don’t 
even practice at such 
a distance. I don’t. At 
what distance can Sam 
know he will hit his 
target and only the tar-
get? If the distance is 
long, will the power of 
his gun keep the bullet 
flying straight, or will it 
experience some drop 
due to gravity? Will Sam 
know exactly how to aim 
to compensate for this 
drop?
And what ammuni-

tion is Sam using? The 
powder behind the bul-
let, and its weight and 
configuration can make 
a difference in drop as 
well.
Again, the ammuni-

tion? Some ammunition 
is better for practice. 
Some is meant for de-
fense. Defensive am-
munition is more likely 
to neutralize the threat.
How long will it take 

for Sam to learn how to 
shoot amidst all those 
shoppers, so that he 

doesn’t endanger any 
of them? Especially at 
a distance. Our friend 
Rick, who is a 27-year-
old young man and an 
excellent shot, can hit 
small targets with his 
Sig Sauer P365 at 50 
yards. I’ve never accom-
plished that. And avoid 
accidentally hitting an-
other shopper? I’d never 
consider my shooting 
accurate enough for 
that, and I’ve shot every 
week for a decade.
How long does it take 

Sam, or anyone else, to 
remember these big four 
rules, and to practice 
often enough to become 
super proficient with a 
handgun? How many 
people ever become as 
proficient as Elisjsha?
Outside of the mall 

shooting questions, how 
long will it take Sam to 
learn how to handle his 
gun safely? To keep the 
muzzle pointed in a safe 
direction? To keep the 
gun pointed away from 
people? How long will it 
take Sam to learn how to 
load his gun, and then 
how to fieldstrip it so 
that he can clean it?
“Do you know when 

you can use your gun 
against another per-
son?” asks Joe.
“Umm,” starts Sam. 

“When he’s stealing stuff 
from my property?”
“No,” says Joe firmly. 

“You can only use your 
gun if you are afraid for 
your life, or afraid for 
someone else’s life. A 
gun isn’t to stop a thief, 
to settle an argument, or 
to scare someone away. 
Fear for life is the only 
reason to draw your 
gun.”
Sam thinks for a mo-

ment.
“I’m not so sure I need 

a handgun,” he says. 
“That’s an awful lot to 
remember.”

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com
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BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

A super hero wannabe

WEEK LY  WILD LIF E P H O TO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob 
� ompson didn’t do his weekly wildlife survey at 

the park last week because of weather. But the week 
before, he  snapped this photo of a Double-crested 

Cormorant drying its wings.
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The following infor-
mation comes from Paul 
Barnard, from US Coast 
Guard Heartland. Paul 
is a Recreational Boating 
Safety Specialist for the 
Coast Guard’s Eighth 
District. He wrote the 
following article. Included 
is part one of two.
The Florida Panhandle 

is part of my territory. The 
recent kayak capsizing off 
the Panhandle has a lot 
of people thinking about 
and discussing safety. 
For what it’s worth, I am 
also an avid kayak fisher. 
Let me take a moment 

to share a few thoughts 
with you. Wear a life 
jacket. I prefer an inher-
ently bouyant PFD for big 
water. Everyone should 
expect to capsize or go 
overboard at some point. 
Everyone should practice 
self-rescue (capsize/re-
right/reientry ) in a safe 
environment with a bud-
dy or two present. Do this 
in the gear that you will 
wear while fishing. It’s 
very different doing this 

with layered wet winter 
clothing.
Use the buddy system. 
Have reliable means 

of communication. Cell 
phones should be kept in 
a waterproof pouch in a 
PFD pocket. I have layers 
of communication when 
I operate on big water or 
remote water. A PLB fits 
nicely in a PFD pocket or 
clipped to a belt. Some 
PFDs even have handheld 
VHF radio pockets.
When you capsize, 

you only have what you 
have on you or what you 
have access to. I carry 

an emergency ditch kit 
that stays out on deck in 
a floating waterproof bag 
or box. 
File a float plan with 

a pic of your kayak. A 
float plan will tell where 
you are launching, where 
you intend to go, how 
long you anticipate being 
gone, who is with you and 
what kind of gear you’ll 
have on board.
Thanks to Sherrie, we 

will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent. Check back next 
week for part two!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 
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For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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From FWC

This report represents 
some events the FWC 
handled Nov. 3-9 in the 
North Central Region. 
(There were no cases 
reported for Wakulla 
County or the Northwest 
Region.) 

COLUMBIA COUNTY

• Lieutenant Kiss and 
Senior Officer Yates re-
sponded to a call regard-
ing a subject who shot 
himself in the foot. The 
officers interviewed the 
victim who said he was 
walking to his house af-
ter hunting and shot the 
instep of his right foot 
with a rifle. The wound 
was minor and treat-
ed by medical staff at 
the hospital. Lieutenant 
Kiss, Officer Yates and 
Investigator Dasher 
went to the scene of the 
incident to investigate.

LEVY COUNTY

• During crossbow 
season, Officer Carroll 
received a report about 
a hunter who had shot a 
deer with a rifle and then 
left the area. When the 
officer arrived on scene, 
she discovered a dead 
antlered deer. The officer 
identified a subject and 
arranged an interview. 
The subject confessed 
to killing the antlered 
deer with a rifle and then 
leaving it. Officer Carroll 
charged the subject with 
taking deer by illegal 
method, willful and wan-
ton waste of wildlife, and 
antler point regulations 
violation. 
 
MADISON COUNTY

• Officer Vazquez re-
sponded to three shots 
fired after the legal 
shooting time. The offi-
cer arrived in the area 

and observed a vehicle 
exit a farm field. He fol-
lowed the vehicle to a 
nearby residence. As 
he pulled up to the res-
idence, he observed a 
dead antlerless deer on 
the vehicle’s tailgate. The 
subject was interviewed 
and admitted to shoot-
ing it after legal shoot-
ing hours. The subject 
was charged with taking 
antlerless deer after le-
gal shooting hours and 
issued warnings for no 
hunting license and fail-
ure to log a harvested 
deer prior to moving it.

SUWANNEE COUNTY

• Lt. McDonald was at 
a deer processor when he 
observed a subject with 
an antlered deer that 
did not meeting antler 
point regulations for the 
deer management unit 
it was harvested in. It 
was also discovered the 

subject had not logged 
the harvested deer prior 
to moving it. The subject 
was cited accordingly. 

TAYLOR COUNTY

• Officers Clark, Rowe, 
Troiano, Williamson, 
and Recruiter Mobley 
attended the annual 
Taylor County Forest 
Festival at Forest Capital 
Museum State Park. Of-
ficers brought numerous 
trucks and boats to dis-
play for the approximate-
ly 1,200 elementary and 
middle school kids who 
attended. Officers Clark, 
Troiano, and Williamson 
assisted in showing the 
kids how to fish with 
a rod and reel. Officer 
Rowe and Recruiter Mo-
bley showed the kids 
different mounted ani-
mals and talked about 
conservation, hunting 
and fishing.

FWC Law Enforcement Report
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas.

As of the writing of this article, we only have 21 
days before Christmas so in the “Olden days” back 
when manual transmissions where a standard and 
automatic transmissions where special order on new 
automobiles. When the only big mail order was JC 
Penny and Sears Roebuck and you had to have your 
order in before Thanksgiving to get it just before 
Christmas Day.
You ask, what’s this have to do with scuba div-

ing? Well just like diving you could only get any 
equipment like regulators, tank harness (pre-BCD) 
weights and weight belts from a box store called 
a scuba dive shop. But you could not just walk 
in and buy your equipment unless you had what 
was called a “C-card” – your certification card. You 
couldn’t even get your tanks filled without it. There 
were few charter boats along the coast that would 
even take divers out because they didn’t understand 
what the sport was all about. So we had to make do 
with what was available and from there it became a 
very big industry.

The equipment that we used was very primitive 
by today’s standards and not as reliable as today’s 
equipment and because of the vast improvements 
in the equipment we have lost touch with several 
of the lifesaving skills that we would learn then 
versus now. 
Over the next couple of articles I will go through 

what skills that aren’t taught to new students un-
less it’s an old timer like me that at least want to 
demonstrate them in the pool. A couple of the old 
skills require practice and repetition for them to be 
of any life saving use. If these skills are done wrong 
you will find yourself in a very dangerous situation 
very quickly.
I want to talk about the first skill that a lot of 

newer instructors almost never if ever teach to stu-
dents mainly because they have never been taught 
themselves. It used to be the main out-of-air skill 
because this was taught when I got my first C-card 
as a 10 year old through the YMCA back in the ‘60s, 
it’s called buddy breathing. When we where taught 
to buddy breathe we where using state of the art 
downstream double-hose regulators. They were 
the type that the Navy divers would use so the dive 
industry adopted the same regulators.
I’m not going to go into details about how they 

worked but let’s say if you were looking up or on 
your back they didn’t work very well. Now for the 
buddy breathing skill on those types of regulators 
it was sketchy at best and you had to be able to 
perform it without panicking otherwise one or both 
of you would die.
You would need to use this skill when you ran out 

of air in your cylinder. Did I mention that we didn’t 
have SPG’s like now, we had a “J valve.” It was part 
of the tank valve and had a heavy type of wire that 
ran down the left side of the tank and when you 
took your last breath you would reach down and 
pull it down and suddenly you would have 500 psi 
of air to make your way to the surface. If you were 
lucky and the tank was filled with the valve in the 
correct position. 
I’ll finish up the buddy breathing skill in next 

week’s article. Until then keep making bubbles.

Russell Miller #59999
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When insecurities sabotage our relationships

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Do you suffer from 
low self-esteem? Do you 
pine for the pat on the 
back from your boss and 
the applause from your 
peers that never hap-

pens? You hide it well, 
but you’re worn out from 
constantly repenting for 
being so beastly jealous. 
Or perhaps you strug-

gle with another type of 
performance-related be-
havior. Maybe you’re am-
bitious – sometimes to a 
fault. You always have 
to be the best. So much 
so that you have a hard 
time celebrating others’ 
success, especially when 
you don’t see results for 
all your hard work.
How have your inse-

curities or high-perfor-
mance attitudes affected 
your relationships? 
In years past, I found 

myself in both scenarios. 
Some days I still struggle 
with these feelings.
If this message reso-

nates with you, will you 
join me in asking God 
to show us when we 
need to take our focus 
off ourselves so we can 
properly love the people 
in our lives? Not just 
those we “compete” with, 
but with everyone we 
interact with. 
I appreciate how John 

13:34 (ESV) addresses 
this: “A new command-
ment I give to you, that 
you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one 

another.”
Imagine loving others 

– as Christ loves us. 
Loving others on this 

level would help us 
participate in life in a 
healthy, Christlike way. 
It would change our rela-
tionships at work, dimin-
ish our mean-spirited 
competitiveness and, as 
we consider how much 
God loves us, lessen our 
insecurities.
Consider what would 

happen if we applied 
this week’s verse in all 
our relationships. For 
instance, if I treated my 
husband, Bert, with 
John 13:34 in mind, it 

would change my mar-
riage.
When we, as God’s be-

loved children, no longer 
act as if life is all about 
us, we begin to see oth-
ers and their needs in a 
clearer light. We begin to 
see ourselves in a clearer 
light too. When we love 
others as Christ loves us, 
we become different peo-
ple. More confident. Less 
selfish. More humble. 
Our witness (the way 

we live in front of those 
who are watching us) is 
no longer compromised 
when we behave – and 
love – like the One Who 
loves us magnificently.

For the rest of this 
Christmas season and 
into the new year, rather 
than comparing our-
selves to others or seeing 
our co-workers or family 
members as rivals, let’s, 
as God’s dearly loved 
children, forsake our 
insecurities and selfish 
ambitions – and watch 
how it changes our rela-
tionships. 

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the 
blog, www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect 
with her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By CHERYL CRUCE

One early morn-
ing, my siblings and I 
ran through the dew-
drenched woods, chas-
ing each other in a 
harmless game of tag. 
My downfall happened 
when I looked back for 
only a moment to see 
where they were. As I 
turned back around, I 
ran face-first into the 
web of a banana spider. 
I remember the feeling 
as it wrapped around 

my face and upper torso. 
I also recall the crack-
ling sound as its gold-
en threads engulfed my 
head and began snap-
ping next to my ears. 
Then there was the vi-
sion as that monstrous 
eight-legged creature 
landed on my cheek. 
I can still feel the 

shivers as I invaded his 
personal space, and 
he invaded mine. The 
swatting, jumping, and 
screaming cries that 
came from my 10-year-
old self were in per-
fect harmony with the 
laughter of my brothers 
and sisters on that cool 
autumn morning. This 
single incident became 
the beginning of my 
arachnophobia.  
Fast forward six years, 

and I am the proud own-
er of a 1967 Volkswagen 

and an employee of the 
“Freezette,” a local ice 
cream/hamburger diner 
in my hometown. Driv-
ing home in the eve-
nings, my lights repeat-
edly caught the site of 
an emerald-green gem 
shining in the middle of 
the dirt road. Curiosity 
got the best of me one 
night, and I slowed to 
a snail’s pace. I opened 
my door and leaned out 
near the ground only to 
come face-to-face with 
another eight-legged 
creature. I carried a few 
bruises from that inci-
dent as I clumsily pulled 
myself into the car. 
My arachnophobic 

experiences taught me 
two essential lessons. 
First, never look back. 
As a child, I knew to 
watch where I was going 
and not run aimless-

ly through the woods. 
Scripture also teach-
es us not to be foolish. 
Once we place our hands 
on the plow, we cannot 
look back (Luke 9:62). 
Nonetheless, like chil-
dren caught in a game, 
we lose sight of our path 
and discover dangers 
beyond our control. 
So often, we become 

entangled in the snares 
of the world, fighting 
against what we cannot 
see, powers and rulers 
of darkness that come 
from spiritual places 
(Ephesians 6:12). The 
Apostle Peter writes 
that the enemy is like 
a roaring lion stalking 
its prey, ready to attack 
and devour the innocent 
(1 Peter 5:8). However, 
God’s greatest desire is 
to become the lamp for 
our feet, lighting our 

path (Psalm 119), there-
by helping us avoid the 
raging lions.  
Secondly, pretty is 

not always pleasant. We 
can grasp God’s bless-
ings or reach for the 
things that leave us bat-
tered and bruised. Dan-
ger can be disguised as 
beautiful. Who knew the 
eyes of a spider could be 
such an alluring shade 
of green? Did you know 
free will can entice us 
away from God’s will? 
When we want to be ac-
cepted by the crowd, we 
join harmful activities, 
hurtful conversations, 
etc.; we take our eyes 
off the path of God. We 
reach for the emerald, 
and we grab the enemy. 
Even so, the enemy 

does not own us. Like 
the merchant who found 
the great pearl and sold 

all he had to purchase 
it, the Lord has paid 
a great price for each 
of us (Matthew 13:45-
46). God will exchange 
our emerald for a pearl 
when we seek His righ-
teousness. There is no 
bondage He cannot 
break because the spir-
it that lives within us is 
greater than the spirit of 
the world (1 John 4:4). 
We are His!
2 Timothy 2:22 Flee 

the evil desires of youth 
and pursue righteous-
ness, faith, love, and 
peace, along with those 
who call on the Lord out 
of a pure heart. 

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

By JAMES SNYDER

I’m not sure what 
happened to my closely 
guarded diet during these 
recent holidays, but I 
won’t ask. The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
has been so busy cooking 
and preparing food that 
she didn’t have time to 
oversee my diet.
As usual, I used this 

time for my benefit and 
delighted myself with all 
the food. And believe me, 
the food was delicious.
One thing I like about 

holiday eating is that you 
can always go for seconds 
and if careful, thirds.
As the family is around 

the table and the chatter 
continues, I can sneak 
another portion of that 
delicious turkey. There 
is no way I can have too 
much turkey. From one 
turkey to another, I can 
only say, “Gobble, gobble, 
gobble.”
Another benefit of 

these holiday meals is 
the leftovers. Sometimes, 
it has been my experi-
ence that leftovers are 
more delicious than the 
original. I’m unsure if it’s 
The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage’s culinary 
skill or just the quality of 
the food. The second time 
around is a winner. The 
third time around is not 
too bad, either.
In our house, the plan-

ning of the holiday meals 
begins in late summer. 
Our shelves are stocked 
with all kinds of food for 
the holidays. We have 

a special refrigerator in 
the garage stuffed with 
all sorts of things for the 
holiday.
If I had to choose which 

food I enjoyed the most 
during these holidays, I 
would be in trouble. Or 
maybe I could say, like 
my uncle used to say, 
“It’s what I’m eating at 
the time.”
I must say that the pie 

selection is right up at the 
top of the best part of the 
meal. There were all kinds 
of pies: pumpkin pie, ap-
ple pie, lemon meringue 
pie, and those were just 
the pies I saw and ate. My 
plan is, if I eat only one 
slice at a time, I may not 
be caught.
The week following our 

Thanksgiving dinner, The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage and I sat in 
the living room relax-
ing. I looked at her and 
said, “When is our next 
Thanksgiving dinner?”
Looking at me with one 

of her looks, she said, 
“When I find the next tur-
key.” And then she stared 
at me until I was just 
slightly uncomfortable.
About a week after our 

Thanksgiving dinner, The 

Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage planned to 
spend the day shopping 
for Christmas presents. I 
was instructed to get my 
lunch for that day.
When lunchtime came, 

I opened the refriger-
ator and looked at all 
the delicious food. I was 
trying to figure out which 
I would pick first. No mat-
ter which one I choose, it 
would definitely be deli-
cious.
Then I had one of those 

“Whaaaat” moments. I 
saw something in the 
refrigerator I had not 
thought about for a long 
time – a jar of grape jelly. 
I knew the cupboard 

beside the refrigerator 
had several jars of pea-
nut butter. What came to 
me at that moment was 
a PB&J sandwich. For 
those under 50, that is a 
Peanut Butter and Jelly 
sandwich.
There ain’t nothing 

better in this whole wide 
world than a PB&J sand-
wich. As a kid, that was 
my favorite lunch I took 

to school every day. And 
it doesn’t matter what the 
jelly is, grape, strawberry, 
blueberry, it’s all rather 
delicious.
Looking behind me to 

ensure the way was clear 
and that The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
had not come home early, 
I set out to fix my favorite 
sandwich.
Don’t get me wrong 

here; turkey is a won-
derful sandwich. But it 
doesn’t compete with this 
PB&J sandwich I was 
about to indulge in.
I don’t know who in-

vented peanut butter, but 
they have greatly served 
humanity. Then, adding 
jelly to peanut butter 
sandwiches is another 
brilliant accomplishment.
Quickly, I put togeth-

er my PB&J sandwich, 
got a fresh cup of coffee, 
and then went to the 
kitchen table to celebrate 
my lunch. After finishing 
that sandwich, I was very 
much tempted to go for 
sandwich number two. 
What would be wrong 

with that?
If The Gracious Mis-

tress of the Parsonage 
knows what I had for 
lunch, how would I ex-
plain it to her? Keeping 
it a secret is my number 
one agenda.
Munching on my PB&J 

sandwich, I remembered 
what David said. “Delight 
thyself also in the LORD; 
and he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart” 
(Psalm 37:4).
I love food, but my 

greatest joy is in the Lord. 
As I focus on Him in my 
daily activities, I begin to 
understand the import-

ant desires of my heart. 
It’s amazing how God sur-
prised me with something 
that really made my life 
happy. The finer things 
in life aren’t everything. 
Sometimes it’s the simple 
things that make me truly 
happy.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.

Ain’t nothing better than a PB&J
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amounting to $288,000; plus $1.1 million for pain 
and suffering for the rest of his life.
The theory of the case was that Dollar General 

employees had been negligent in leaving a hazard, 
such as a slippery substance on the floor, that could 
cause injury.
Dollar General’s attorney, in closing, told jurors 

that Murphy’s case left more questions than an-
swers. 
“The way he fell doesn’t make sense,” the Dollar 

General lawyer said, adding that it was odd that 
Murphy took photos of the bathroom immediately 
after the fall, asked the manager to do an incident 
report but never showed him the photos of water on 
the floor, “went to a doctor within three days and 
already had an attorney.”
During the testimony of the store manager, he 

said he thought it odd a complaint of water on the 
floor when he’d just checked the bathrooms. If he 
had seen someething on the floor, he would have 
cleaned it, he said.
Asked by a Dollar General attorney, “Is it possible 

Mr. Murphy caused that spill?”
The manager answered: “It’s most likely.”
The jury deliberated for a couple of hours before 

returning its verdict.
The case was presided over by Wakulla Circuit 

Judge Layne Smith.

By TRACY RENEE LEE

On several occasions, 
clients have asked me 
to harvest their loved 
ones gold teeth or metal 

implants prior to burial 
or cremation. This is 
not something that I do. 
In fact, I am unaware 
of any funeral directors 
who would consider 
such an act as ethical.
In the state of Texas, 

it is illegal for a funeral 
director or embalmer 
to mutilate a deceased 
human body. Indeed, in 
my opinion, pulling out 
the teeth of a decedent 
or cutting into their 
bodies to retrieve metal 
hips or knees would fall 

under an act of muti-
lation.
When client fami-

lies request such items 
from within the bodies 
of their deceased loved 
ones, I politely suggest 
to them that they hire 
the services of their 
dentist or surgeon to 
excise the requested 
items. To date, I have 
never had a family 
member follow through 
with such an act.
I also had a decedent, 

when he was setting up 

his pre-need, tell me 
that he wanted me to 
excise his gold teeth 
and give them to his 
son. I politely informed 
him that I was not a 
licensed dentist and 
that his dentist would 
need to come to the fu-
neral home to perform 
the harvest of his teeth. 
Once he checked out 
the expense of hiring 
his dentist to carry out 
his request, he realized 
that the cost would far 
outweigh any funds his 

son might receive by 
selling his teeth to the 
local jeweler for scrap 
gold. It turned out to 
be extremely cost-pro-
hibitive.
If you have items 

within the bodies of 
your deceased loved 
ones that you would 
like harvested prior to 
burial or cremation, it 
might be a good idea 
to research the cost of 
post-mortem surgery 
against the anticipated 
return of selling.

Tracy Renee Lee is a 
Certified Grief Counsel-
or (GC-C), Funeral Di-
rector (FDIC), published 
author, syndicated col-
umnist, Podcaster, and 
founder of the “Mikey 
Joe Children’s Memo-
rial” and Heaven Sent, 
Corp. She is the Ameri-
can Funeral Director of 
the Year Runner-Up and 
recipient of the BBB’s 
Integrity Award. It is my 
life’s work to comfort the 
bereaved and help them 
live on.

Funeral myths – gold teeth and metal implants
BEREAVEMENT COLUMN

Dollar General lawsuit

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Neal F. Eichholz, 86, of Crawfordville, died December 1, 2023

• Joan Barbara Holt, 85, of Crawfordville, died November 29, 2023
 
• James “Jim” F. McCormick, 74, of Crawfordville, died December 1, 2023.

• Tyson Lyn Scott, 34, of Crawfordville, died November 27, 2023.

•  John J. Simpson, 51, of Crawfordville, died December 3, 2023.

• Shari L. Stahler, 74, of Eastpoint, died November 29, 2023.

Deaths reported by Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel 850-926-5919 
Family�c.com. 

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
6,3&. *XarGian� its sXbsiGiaries� agents anG emSlo\ees Go not SroviGe ta[� legal or accoXnting aGvice. 1ot aI¿ liateG 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

By DARA KAM and 
RYAN DAILEY

News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — 
yped as “The Great Red 
State vs. Blue State” de-
bate, Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis and California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom 
squabbled Thursday 
night in what could 
presage a future pres-
idential showdown be-
tween leaders from op-
posite ends of the coun-
try and the ideological 
spectrum.
DeSantis, a Republi-

can whose 2024 White 
House bid has failed to 
gain traction against 
former President Don-
ald Trump, and New-
som, a Democrat who 
is purported to have 
his own presidential 
ambitions, spent more 
than 90 minutes clash-
ing over records and 
policies.
Fox News host Sean 

Hannity, who moderat-
ed the event, set the ta-
ble with topics such as 
crime, economics and 
education, giving De-
Santis an opportunity 
to compare and contrast 
Florida’s successes with 
what he called Califor-
nia’s failures.
Hurling accusations 

of bullying and lying, 
Newsom and DeSantis 
often spoke over each 
other and became unin-
telligible as they jabbed 
about “culture wars,” 
their states’ reputations 

and how they responded 
to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.
The governors land-

ed some punches, but 
neither emerged a clear 
victor.
Sparring over immi-

gration policy, New-
som accused DeSantis 
of “trolling folks” and 
“trying to find migrants 
to play political games, 
trying to get some news 
and attention so you 
can out-Trump Trump.”
“And by the way, 

how’s that going for you, 
Ron?” Newsom said. 
“You’re down 41 points 
in your own home state.”
DeSantis, meanwhile, 

attacked California’s 
crime rate and home-
lessness problem and 
called his Golden State 
counterpart “slick” and 
“slippery.”
DeSantis also used 

the national spotlight 
to swipe at President 
Joe Biden, saying the 
81-year-old Democrat 
is “in decline.”
“Yes, it’s a danger 

to the country. He has 
no business running 
for president. And, you 
know, Gavin Newsom 
agrees with that. He 
won’t say that, that’s 
why he’s running his 
shadow campaign,” De-
Santis said.

NO SHIELD FOR 
COPS

Marsy’s Law, a 2018 
constitutional amend-

ment designed to protect 
crime victims’ rights, 
“does not explicitly” pro-
tect the identities of 
police officers or other 
people, according to a 
unanimous ruling this 
week by the Florida Su-
preme Court.
The case involved a 

dispute about releas-
ing the names of Tal-
lahassee police officers 
who were involved in 
separate use-of-force 
incidents in which they 
were threatened.
An appeals court 

this year sided with the 
officers, who argued 
that they were victims 
and that their identi-
ties should be shielded 
under the amendment. 
The officers were rep-
resented by the Florida 
Police Benevolent Asso-
ciation.
But news organiza-

tions and the City of 
Tallahassee contended, 
in part, that the police 
officers’ names should 
not be shielded from 
the public because they 
were not acting as indi-
vidual “persons” when 
the incidents occurred.
Thursday’s 27-page 

decision, authored by 
Justice John Couriel, 
found that the law “does 
not secure a victim’s 
right to unanimity.”
“We conclude that 

Marsy’s Law does not 
guarantee to a victim 
the categorical right 
to withhold his or her 
name from disclosure,” 
Couriel wrote.
Among the rights 

for crime victims that 
Marsy’s Law put into 
the Constitution was 

the right to “prevent 
the disclosure of infor-
mation of records that 
could be used to locate 
or harass the victim or 
the victim’s family, or 
which could disclose 
confidential or privi-
leged information of the 
victim.”
Couriel wrote that 

those rights do not in-
clude concealment of 
a victim’s name upon 
his or her request — 
rejecting the officers’ 
arguments. Couriel in-
terpreted Marsy’s law to 
shield only information 
that could be used to lo-
cate or harass a victim.
“Fairly read, the text 

does no such thing. For 
it is one thing to identify 
a person and another 
altogether to locate or 
harass him or her,” he 
wrote.
Reactions to the de-

cision ranged from dis-
appointment to cele-
bration.
Jennifer Fennell, a 

spokeswoman for the 
group Marsy’s Law for 
Florida, said the jus-
tices’ “ruling that this be 
applied very generally to 
all crime victims is dis-
appointing, especially 
as they recognize in this 
same ruling that certain 
categories of victims 
have the right to prevent 
the public disclosure of 
their names.”
But attorney Mark 

Caramanica,  whose 
firm Thomas & LoCice-
ro represents the news 
organizations, said in 
a statement that the 
ruling is “a win for gov-
ernment transparency.”
“The court applied 

a common sense ap-
proach to interpret-
ing Marsy’s Law that 
reins in overzealous 
applications that hide 
newsworthy information 
from the public,” Cara-
manica said.

CALLING FOR 
ACTION

Writing that many 
Floridians are “almost 
dangerously  naive” 
about the magnitude 
of illegal immigration, 
a statewide grand jury 
issued a series of rec-
ommendations.
The grand-jury re-

port, posted Monday 
on the Florida Supreme 
Court website, includes 
calling for further at-
tempts to crack down 
on businesses that 
hire undocumented 
immigrants, probing 
non-government orga-
nizations and collect-
ing fees on transfers of 
money from Florida to 
other countries.
The grand jury was 

impaneled at DeSantis’ 
request last year.
“We learned that, if 

anything, many Flo-
ridians are (just as we 
were before undertak-
ing this inquiry) almost 
dangerously naive and 
unaware of the true 
magnitude and malev-
olence of the illegal im-
migration industry,” 
the grand jury said in 
the report. “What we 
discovered has been at 
varying times sobering, 
upsetting, depressing, 
and the cause of signif-
icant outrage.”
The report also called 

for addressing issues 
related to licensing gen-
eral contractors, es-
sentially pointing to 
loopholes that allow 
contractors to pass the 
buck on verifying em-
ployees’ legal status.
Recommendations 

also included a crack-
down on  what  a re 
known as “remittanc-
es,” or money sent by 
immigrants in the U.S. 
to other countries. It 
said remittances can be 
linked to criminal ac-
tivities, such as money 
laundering and human 
smuggling.
The panel recom-

mended that Florida 
collect a fee on trans-
actions involving money 
leaving the state and 
going to other countries.

STORY  OF  THE 
WEEK: A 2018 consti-
tutional amendment 
designed to bolster vic-
tims’ rights “does not 
explicitly” shield the 
identities of police offi-
cers — or any other peo-
ple — from disclosure, 
the Florida Supreme 
Court ruled in a major 
decision on Thursday.

QUOTE OF  THE 
WEEK: “I’m disappoint-
ed, absolutely, but not 
just for police officers. 
I’m disappointed for 
all victims. But, listen, 
the Supreme Court, 
they know what they’re 
doing. They found that 
it didn’t specify for vic-
tims, not just for police 
officers.” — John Ka-
zanjian, president of the 
Florida Police Benevo-
lent Association.

Weekly Roundup: ‘Perfect storm’ in prisons
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USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. WHITE HOUSE 
HOLIDAY

The December holi-
day season is a time of 
Magic, Wonder and Joy 
for children and families 
across America. And that 
is the spirit First Lady 
Jill Biden wanted to cre-
ate when she planned 
this year’s holiday dec-
orations for the White 
House in Washington, 
DC. The White House is 
known as “the People’s 
House,” because it is 
both the home and the 
office of the President. 
It is also a place where 
the people of America 
can share celebrations 
of important events. The 
winter holidays are one 
of those events, and the 
White House has gone 
all out to make visitors 
feel the excitement of 
the season. People ar-
riving through the East 
Colonnade are greeted 
by cheerful depictions 
of holiday sweets, twin-
kling lights and candy 
cane columns. The of-
ficial White House gin-
gerbread house honors 
the 200th anniversa-
ry of the “Night Before 
Christmas” children’s 
story and a nearly life-
size version of Santa’s 
sleigh and reindeer soar 
across the ceiling in 
Cross Hall.“It is a time 
for our senses to awak-
en,” Jill Biden writes in 
the guide to the display 
— and her staff and vol-
unteers did everything to 
make that happen. Fam-
ilies and communities 
across America put up 
decorations to celebrate 
the winter holidays. In 
the newspaper or online, 
find and study photos 
of holiday displays in 
your community or else-
where. Make a list of ad-
jectives and adverbs that 
describe the displays. 
Use your words to write 
a poem about “Christ-
mas Decorations.” Read 
your poem aloud to the 
class.

2. WHAT A HOT SHOT!

Half-court shots in 
basketball make news 
when they come at the 
end of games and give a 
team a last-second win. 
In the town of Parker, 
Colorado, they made 
news in a different way 
this fall, when a 17-year-
old high school senior 
made NINE of them in a 
row to set a new world 
record. And Maddison 
Neale did it on her lunch 
break between classes 
at her high school! Ne-
ale broke the record of 
eight half-court shots 
in a row set in 2020 by 
a male player in China. 
Neale started practicing 
to break the Guinness 
World Record last year, 
after undergoing sur-
gery for an ankle injury 
that kept her from play-
ing basketball for a few 
months, UPI News re-
ported. She now wants 
to set more basketball 
records, including the 
most half-court shots 
in a minute, the most 
three pointers in 30 sec-
onds and the most three 
pointers in one minute. 
Teen and pre-teen ath-

letes often make news by 
doing unusual things in 
sports. In the newspaper 
or online, find and close-
ly read a story about a 
young athlete who has 
done something special. 
Use what you read to 
write a short sports col-
umn telling what kinds 
of skills and person-
al qualities the athlete 
needed to achieve suc-
cess.

3. NEW PLANET 
SYSTEM

Exoplanets are plan-
ets that orbit around 
stars outside the Earth’s 
solar system. There may 
be millions of them in 
outer space, and scien-
tists have just discov-
ered an interesting one 
relatively close to Earth. 
Using two different sat-
ellites designed to study 
far-away planets, as-
tronomers have found a 
rare family of six planets 
orbiting a star about 100 
light-years from Earth. 
(A light-year is the dis-
tance light would travel 
in 365 days at a speed of 
186,000 miles per sec-
ond.) Scientists discov-
ered the family of plan-

ets using data collected 
by satellites operated by 
America’s NASA space 
agency and the Europe-
an Space Agency, CNN 
News reports. The dis-
covery could help scien-
tists learn how planets 
form in space, according 
to a study published in 
the science journal Na-
ture. Scientists discover 
exoplanets when they 
observe the brightness of 
far-away stars growing 
dim from time to time. 
The dimming indicates 
the existence of a plan-
et crossing between the 
star and Earth. Com-
pared to planets in our 
solar system, the new 
discoveries are larger 
than Earth but smaller 
than Neptune, the giant 
planet that is the eighth 
and most distant major 
planet orbiting our sun. 
The new planet fami-
ly orbits its star faster 
than planets in our solar 
system, with the closest 
planet taking just over 
nine Earth days to com-
plete its orbit. NASA and 
other space agencies are 
constantly making new 
discoveries. In the news-
paper or online, find 
and closely read a sto-

ry about a recent space 
discovery. Use what you 
read to write a letter to 
another student, de-
scribing what has been 
discovered, how it was 
discovered and why it is 
important to scientists.

4. NAME THAT PET

For people who get 
a pet, one of the most 
popular things to do is 
choosing a name. And 
what names do Amer-
icans like best? For the 
last 11 years, an online 
pet organization called 
Rover has been keeping 
track of names Amer-
icans like most. The 
group’s 2023 list has 
just been released, and 
there are some surpris-
ing and not-so-surpris-
ing choices. For dogs, the 
top names were Charlie 
for males and Luna for 
females. Luna was also 
the top name for female 
cats, with Oliver taking 
the honor for male cats. 
The choice of Charlie for 
male dogs made histo-
ry in the Rover survey. 
Charlie took over first 
place from Max, which 
had held the top spot for 
10 straight years. Max 
finished second in this 
year’s list. In addition to 
listing the most popular 

pet names, Rover tracks 
unusual names that are 
trending up over the last 
year. The trending names 
for cats included Choco, 
Fuzz, Munch, Luffy and 
Maizey. The trending 
names for dogs included 
Minnow, Smokey, Es-
trella, Wednesday and 
Kelce. Kelce happens to 
be the last name of Tra-
vis Kelce, the football 
star who is dating singer 
Taylor Swift. What name 
would you choose if you 
got a new dog, cat or oth-
er pet? In the newspaper 
or online, find and study 
ads and photos of ani-
mals that would make 
good pets. Choose one 
you like and come up 
with a name for it, based 
on its looks and per-
sonality. Explain your 
choice to the class. 

5. AIR TRAVEL 
RECORD

Every year, the Sun-
day after Thanksgiving 
is the busiest day for 
airplane travel, because 
people need to get back 
to school or jobs after 
spending a long week-
end away. This year, a 
record number of people 
flew in airplanes on that 
day, according to the 
national Transportation 

Security Administration, 
which handles airport 
screenings for safety. 
The TSA announced that 
it screened more than 
2.9-million passengers 
at the end of the Thanks-
giving weekend, the most 
in the history of the fed-
eral agency. That num-
ber was 10 percent more 
than the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving last year, 
when the TSA screened 
about 2.6-million peo-
ple. Before this year’s 
Sunday after Thanksgiv-
ing, the busiest day in 
TSA history was June 30 
this year, when nearly 
2.9-million passengers 
were screened. Despite 
worries that fewer people 
might fly this year, eight 
of the 10 busiest screen-
ing days in TSA history 
have come in 2023, the 
Washington Post news-
paper reported. During 
the holiday season, 
many families travel to 
see family or friends. 
Many fly in airplanes, 
but others choose other 
methods of transporta-
tion. Search the newspa-
per or Internet for exam-
ples of different methods 
of travel. Make a list of 
different kinds. For each, 
write one advantage and 
one disadvantage of that 
method.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Spiritual leaders
7. Salt
13. Forti�ed wine
14. Edible mollusk
16. It begins with them
17. A way to compare
19. Governmentt lawyer
20. Back parts
22. 8th month (abbr.)
23. Very willing
25. __ ex machina
26. Satis�es
28. Quebec river
29. A doctrine
30. Popular pickup truck
31. Dekagram
33. Naturally occurring 
solid material
34. Company o�cer
36. Villains
38. Cricket frogs
40. German founder of 
psychology
41. Endured
43. A female domestic
44. A “place” to avoid
45. Cigarette (slang)
47. Canadian politician 
Josephine
48. French ballet/acting 
dynasty

51. Employee stock 
ownership plan
53. Belonging to the 
bottom
55. Sound
56. Yankees’ slugger Judge
58. Dickens character
59. More wise
60. Flash memory card
61. Exposing human 
vice or folly to ridicule
64. Atomic #79
65. Longtime Braves 
pitcher Julio
67. Humor
69. Shawl
70. Preliminary assess-
ment of patients
 
CLUES DOWN
1. Animal disease
2. Commercial
3. Cra� supply
4. Storage units
5. Investment vehicle
6. Colorado Heisman 
winner
7. In a way, sank
8. Post-birth brain dam-
age (abbr.)
9. Lay about
10. Intestinal
11. �e opposite of yes

12. Caused to be loved
13. Messianic in Islamic 
eschatology
15. Showing since con-
viction
18. Not safe
21. �e number above 
the line in a fraction
24. Yard invader
26. Pouch
27. Swedish krona
30. Start anew
32. While white or yel-
low �ower
35. Fourteen
37. Graphical user interface
38. Up-to-date on the news
39. Campaigns
42. Touch so�ly
43. “Boardwalk Empire” 
actress Gretchen
46. Violent seizure of 
property
47. One who supports 
the Pope
 49. Anxiety
 50. Body �uid
 52. Phony person
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. Draw from
 63. Automobile
 66. Man
 68. Legal bigwig (abbr.)

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Please 
Recycle

FOLLOW 
THE SUN.

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 

to get started.

A Free 
Press 
Your 
Key To 
Freedom

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

RENTALS

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

FOR SALESERVICES

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advise Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways

TREE REMOVAL
Debri Hauling 
Tractor Work
30+ years Exp. 

Lic. & Ins. 
Free Estimates 

Mike Gibson
850-933-3237
mgibsontree@gmail.com • mikegibsontreeservice.com

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 
to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850)926-4353

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

YARD SALE
Multi Family Yard Sale 

Sat. Dec. 9
8a.m. to noon. 7 Cardinal 

Ct., Songbird Subdivision - 
Crawfordville

Furniture, vintage items, 
household, small appliances, 

original XBox games, Play 
Station 2 Console w/2 
controllers, 2 computer 
keyboards, computer 

accessories, PC games, DVD 
movies, men’s/women’s/kids 
Clothing, books, Christmas  

decorations, jewelry. New 2023 
discounted Bath & Body Works-
candles, body sprays /lotions. 
Men’s cologne,  hand sanitizer 

sprays & hand  soaps.

SERVICES

SERVICES

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

W�ã 'Ù��Ä’Ý 
>�óÄ S�Ùò®��

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!
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Mary Wallace
Mortgage Consultant

2592 Crawfordville Highway   Crawfordville, FL 32327
cchl.com  NMLS#75615  Equal Housing Lender

C: 850.228.5667
O & F: 850.201.2127

mwallace@cchl.com - mwallace.cchl.com
NMLS ID #2327682

YO
G

A CLASSES • MASSAGE THERAPY • 
GI

FT
S

Lic #11781 Lic #33128

New Posh, 3079 Crawfordville Hwy.

Gift Certificates 
Available

By 
APPOINTMENT

(850) 528-5838

O�ering tax preparation services, accounting 
and audit services. 

CPA new to the area. 
Now taking clients.

SHERRI ROSE, CPA
Navigating Tax   Accounting   Audit

www.SherriRose.CPA

Our office is located at 3119A Crawfordville Hwy.  
email us at Admin@SherriRose.CPA visit our website at SherriRose.CPA
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By BOB FERRANTE
Editor/The Osceola

 
A perfect regular season. A dominating defensive 

performance to win the ACC title.
But not good enough for the College Football 

Playoff.
Florida State (13-0) is stunningly out of the 

four-team CFP field, the first unbeaten Power 5 
conference champion in 25 years of creating college 
football championship games or playoff fields to 
be left in the dark. Instead, the top 4 — Michigan, 
Washington, Texas and Alabama — will face off for 
the 2023 title.
FSU finishes at No. 5.
It would appear that the injury to FSU quarter-

back Jordan Travis and how the offense looked 
the last few weeks paired with Alabama’s win over 
Georgia in the SEC Championship Saturday was 
enough to move for the committee to move the 
Crimson Tide ahead of the Seminoles.
“I am disgusted and infuriated with the com-

mittee’s decision today to have what was earned 
on the field taken away because a small group of 
people decided they knew better than the results 
of the games,” FSU coach Mike Norvell said. “What 
is the point of playing games? Do you tell players 
it is okay to quit if someone goes down? Do you 
not play a senior on Senior Day for fear of injury? 
Where is the motivation to schedule challenging 
non-conference games? We are not only an unde-
feated P5 conference champion, but we also played 
two P5 non-conference games away from home 
and won both of them. I don’t understand how we 
are supposed to think this is an acceptable way to 
evaluate a team.”
While much of the ESPN panel was in support 

of the CFP committee’s decision, analyst Booger 
McFarland spoke out against the decision in a 
major way.
“This is a travesty to our sport,” McFarland said 

on the broadcast.
The Seminoles campaigned for a spot in CFP, 

with Norvell, assistant coaches and players offering 
their opinions in the moments after the 16-6 win 
over Louisville on Saturday night.
In Norvell’s case, it was tough to fathom that this 

was even a discussion. But it was chaos rooted in 
Alabama’s win over Georgia in the SEC title game, 
which prompted debate about the five teams for 
four remaining spots.

FSU will instead play in the Orange Bowl against 
Georgia (12-1) on Dec. 30 on at 4 p.m. (ESPN).

By WALT JACOBS
Special to The Sun

University of Iowa wrestling Coach Tom Brands 
once said, “The only thing you deserve is what you 
earn.” In all of sports, Wrestling is the ultimate 
meritocracy. On every high school team, there are 
only 14 weight classes. To make the Varsity team, 
the contenders in each weight class must vie for 
their spot in a wrestle off. 
The rules are simple: two competitors stand in 

the center of a 28 foot circle, then shake hands, 
and battle. 
Popular opinion does not matter. Social status 

has no bearing. When the match has concluded, 
there is a winner and a loser. The winner gets their 
hand raised and experiences what Jim McKay de-
scribed as “the thrill of victory,” while the loser 

becomes acquainted with “the agony of defeat.” 
What lies ahead for the loser is up to them. Per-
severe or Surrender, those are the only options.
Wakulla Senior 106 pounder Brady Wilson, who 

has been wrestling since middle school, chose to 
embrace the grind and persevere. Brady’s perfor-
mance on Saturday at Buchholz High’s Bobcat 
Round Robin in Gainesville prompted Coach Will 
Pafford to say it was a “highlight of the weekend.”
When asked, why did Brady’s performance 

stand out? Pafford replied, “It was his first career 
varsity start as a Senior.” 
“Brady has stayed faithful to the program,” 

Pafford added, “working hard and being patient, 
while waiting for his shot at starting. Once he got 
his opportunity, he capitalized on it going 4-1 this 
weekend.”
Along with Wilson, the War Eagles racked up 

victory after victory. From the Seniors on the 
team, like David Culley (4-1), Bricyn Kennedy (4-
1), Kohl Pippin (3-1) and Adleigh Caquimbo (4-0), 
to the Freshman, like Matthew Thaxton (4-1) and 
Kane Watford (2-1), who were baptized in the fire 
of a varsity tournament for the very first time, the 
team had, by Pafford’s estimation, “a great day of 
competition.”
As for the Lady War Eagle wrestling team, they 

traveled to Florida High to compete in the Cam 
Brown Classic. Team Captain Austin Brown and 
Savannah Nowak lead the way for the girls with 
both wrestlers going 3-0 on the day. Freshman 
Julia Baggett and Chloe Doskocil both went 2-1 
in their respective weight classes.
Next the War Eagles travel to Hernando High 

School to compete in the Kiwanis Invitational on 
Dec. 8th and 9th.

Above, Steve Sanabria of Rotary and John Cousins of Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace address the volunteers. At le�, di�erent 

stations where volunteers go through the process of cutting, 
sanding, drilling and assembling beds.

FSU’s Jared Verse and the defensive line played stout in the 16-6 win in the ACC Championship against Louisville. But the 
College Football Playo� committee put in Texas and Alabama ahead of FSU, which dropped to No. 5. 
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Wilson and Wakulla Rock at Round Robin
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20 bunk beds built for kids

13-0, conference champion FSU left out of playoffs

From Front Page

in storage to be delivered for 
Wakulla families.
If you are in need of a bed, or 

know of a family who is, go to 
shpbeds.org/apply and fill out 
the one-page form. If you are 
unable to fill out the form online, 
contact SHP Tallahassee Chapter 
at 844-432-2337 ext. 5707. Your 
information will be kept confi-
dential.

Rotarians were moved by the 
project and the experience of de-
livering beds to kids. In a group 
text of club members, Rotarian 
Angie Bozeman  texted: “I know 
we see everyone come together 
during Rotary events but today 
felt different. It was something 
truly greater. I appreciate all the 
hard work everyone put in today.”
“I feel the exact same way,” 

Rotarian Joe Morgan answered. 
“This is huge!”

“This is (by) far the best thing 
I have done as a Rotarian,” Niraj 
Patel texted. “Just blessed.”
“This was the best!” Heather 

Bryan texted. “The true meaning 
of people of action. Way to go 
guys!”
Rotary donated money for the 

construction of the beds, as did 
Tallahassee Board of Realtors. 
Rotarian Valerie Russell and hus-
band Chris also donated $1,000 
towards the project.

Sign up for free daily emails

Scan QR code 
to sign up

WAR EAGLE WRESTLING
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Join us for  

Christmas in Sopchoppy 

S a t u r d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  9  
1 p m  t o  7 p m  

 
V e n d o r s  i n  t h e  P a r k  f r o m  1  t o  

6 p m   

F o o d  T r u c k s  1  t o  7 p m    

C h r i s t m a s  M u s i c     

K i d s  A c t i v i t i e s  f r o m  4 p m  t o  6 p m   

S a n t a  A r r i v e s  a t  4 p m   

T r e e  L i g h t i n g  a t  6 p m    

G o l f  C a r t  ( S i d e  b y  S i d e )  P a r a d e   
a t  6 : 3 0 p m  

H o m e  o r  B u s i n e s s   
C h r i s t m a s  D e c o r a t i o n  C o n t e s t   

 V i s i t  D i s c o v e r  S o p c h o p p y  o n  

Sponsored by : SHS Alumni

Ticketsavailable at the door

Saturday, Dec. 9 • 7 p.m.
Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

Call (850) 962-3711 for Tickets $15

PURVIS BROTHERS & ENCORE II

850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com
3106 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
At Harvey-Young Chapel

Family

Losing family & friends, can be 
hard for many families

During the holidays; we would like 
to share this time with you.

There will be ornaments available 
to purchase In memory of your 

loved ones.

Refreshments
Christmas Music by local churches 

A time for sharing with 
Pastor B.B. Barwick

Come & support the outstanding 
services that Big Bend Hospice 

offers our community

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Join us on 
Thursday, 

December 14, 2023
Between 

5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
for our

3rd Annual Hospice Tree of 
Remembrance ceremony.

For that Special & Unique Gift:
Lots of educational gifts & toys 

for children & adults.
We have a great selection 

of natural history Books for all ages, 
books by Jack and Anne Rudloe, beautiful jew-

elry, home decor, prints, cards, ornaments.
We have added many items to our collection. 

Great Stocking Stuffers Too!

Open: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 5pm
Sat. 10am - 5pm • Sun. 10Am - 5pm

(850) 984-5297
www.gulfspecimen.org

Gulf 
Specimen
Marine Lab
Aquarium

222 Clark Dr.
Panacea

Your generous support helps us to continue our mission 
to educate and inspire.

Visit the 

Gift 
Shop Open 7 Days

For that Special & Unique Gift:For that Special & Unique Gift:

Visit the 

Gift 
Shop

www.SunraysSpa.com
info@Sunraysspa.com

(850) 745-6422
By appointment only

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237

Follow us on

MASSAGE
FACIALS

BODY TREATMENTS
GIFT CERTIFICATES

Gift Shopping Hours 
until December 22nd, 2023!
Mondays and Fridays from 

4pm until 6pm and 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

10:30am until 1:30pm.
Come on in and 

check out our stuff!

Give the gift of 
relaxation

this 
holiday 
season!

Gifts, stocking stuffers, Himalayan 
Salt Lamps and Himalayan Salt 
Bath by Saltability, Simply Earth 

Essential Oils and Products, Tuel 
Skincare and Holiday Skin Care 
Packages, Candles, Diffusers, 

Soaps, Christmas Crafts.

Did you 
know?

When you shop 
with local 
merchants 

more of your 
money stays 

closer 
to home; 

supporti ng your 
local parks, 
recreati on 

centers, libraries 
and other 

things that make 
this community 
a great place to 

live.
Shopping local 

can sti mulate and 
help restore a 

poor economy!

Local ownership means that 
important decisions are 

made locally by people who 
live in the community and 
who will feel the impacts of 

those decisions. 

Your dollars spent in locally 
owned businesses have 

three times the impact on 
your community as dollars 
spent at national chains. 
When shopping locally, 

you simultaneously create 
jobs, fund more services 

through sales tax, invest in 
neighborhood improvement 

and promote community 
development. Locally owned 
businesses create more jobs 
locally and, in some sectors, 

provide better wages and 
benefi ts Locally owned 
businesses build strong 
neighborhoods by giving 
back to the community, 

linking neighbors, and by 
contributing more to local 

causes. Shop local and keep 
your local dollars circulating 

in your home town!




