
By CHARITY TUMBLESON
Reporter

Johanna Reams be-
gan the Small Business 
Saturday with just 15 
vendors and the most 
recent event included 84 
vendors. 

In her childhood, her 
grandmother would al-
ways sew and used an 
older-styled sewing ma-
chine. But as a child, 
there was a running joke 
that every time Reams 
would walk by the sew-
ing machine the needle 
would break. Her family 
would always try to get 
her to crochet, “But ev-
ery time I tried to do it, a 
square would turn into a PH
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Turn to Page 5

Johanna Reams

Johanna Reams o� ers a cookie to a youngster at Small Business Saturday in December.

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa
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Founder of Small Business Saturday has seen it grow to 84 vendors

Expanded space for furniture in 
adjacent building. 

We have a variety of always changing 
new & used items:

Fishing Supplies, Kitchen Items, 
Gift Items, Movies, CDs, Tools, Knives, 

Tasers, Knickknacks, Sheets, Toys, 
Games, Pop-its, Clothes, Shoes, 

Purses, Baby Items, Jewelry, 
Belt Buckles, Furniture, and more...

Ray’sRay’sRay’sRay’s
Thrift Store

9:30 A.M - 5:30 P.M.  
Monday - Saturday

27-A&B Azalea Dr. 
(behind Pizza Hut and CVS)

Not your Typical Thrift Store!

850-745-6906
facebook.com/raysthriftstore

Happy New Year!
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WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PRESENTS 
 

DALE COX 
HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR  

 
TUESDAY  

JANUARY 10, 4:30 P.M.  
HELD AT WAKULLA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

4330 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL
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Lionel Dazevedo (850) 284-6961 
lionel7769@gmail.com

 Development Opportunity!
Tallahassee - $269,000
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CORRECTION: In � e Wakulla Sun’s Christmas Section on Dec. 22, a 
Christmas Greeting ad for the Wakulla County Supervisor of Elections 

O�  ce had question marks instead of names of two o�  ce members. A� er 
the correct names were added the link failed to update the � le and the ad 

ran with the question marks. We regret the error.

CelinaEvelyn Joe Jason

To All A Happy New Year!To All A Happy New Year!
Wishing you the gift of love, the gift of peace and 

the gift of happiness during this time of
Wishing you the gift of love, the gift of peace and 

the gift of happiness during this time of
Wishing you the gift of love, the gift of peace and 

the gift of happiness during this time of Celebration

Wakulla County Supervisor of Elections Office

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

PHARMACY
C R A W F O R D V I L L E

FAST • FRIENDLY
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Why wait hours when you can wait minutes
CALL US TODAY

850-962-8946
LOCATED BETWEEN 

BEALLS AND PIZZA HUT

Your local source for news

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

we are proud to be your
hometown hospice

For 40 years, Big Bend Hospice has been your
Hometown Hospice, proudly providing Care, Comfort,

and Hope to the people of Wakulla County.

Learn more, visit us online at

WWW.bigbendhospice.ORG

If you or someone you know could benefit from Hospice Services, contact us at (850) 878-5310.

onthly
“The little paper”

View the Sun Monthly e-edition 
on mobile or PC using this 

convenient QR code.
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By JOANN SANDERS

“He is your friend, 
your partner, your de-
fender, your dog. You 
are his life, his love, his 
leader. He will be yours, 
faithful and true, to the 
last beat of his heart. 
You owe it to him to be 
worthy of such devo-
tion.” - Author Unknown

There are many good 
reasons for owning a pet, 
not the least of which is 
the unconditional love 
that a faithful dog or cat 
can bring you. 

However, getting a 
pet on a whim is never 
a good idea. Compan-
ion animals are domes-
ticated creatures that 
depend on humans to 
provide for all of their 
needs, including food, 
water, shelter, vet care, 
and companionship. As 
such, making the com-
mitment to care for a 
creature that can live 20 
years or more is a seri-
ous legal and moral re-
sponsibility that should 
never be taken lightly. 

Did you know that 
acquiring a new pet im-
petuously, without care-
ful consideration of the 
possible consequences, 
is the leading cause for 
neglect and abandon-
ment of companion an-
imals? 

A substantial propor-
tion of the intakes at 
Wakulla Animal Services 
are owner-guardian sur-
renders, and while there 
are sometimes good rea-
sons for having to give 
up a pet, the majority of 
surrenders are because 
an owner failed to do 
their homework before 
purchasing or adopting. 

Before you make the 
decision to add a pet 
to your family, there 
are several things you 
should consider:

• Have you done the 
required research in 
choosing  a pet that 
fits your particular 
lifestyle? If you’re an 
active person, a lively 
and energetic pet will 
make the most sense for 
you. On the other hand, 
if you’re a more laid-
back person, a calmer 
breed with a relaxed na-
ture will be a better fit.

• Are you commit-
ted to meeting all 
the needs of a living, 
breathing, sentient be-

ing for its entire life-
time? A lifetime is equal 
to 10-15 years in most 
cases, but it can be as 
many as 20-25 years for 
some pets.

• Because the lifes-
pan of an animal is 
shorter than that of a 
human, most pet own-
ers will outlive their 
pets, but have you con-
sidered what will hap-
pen to your fur baby 
should you die first? 
Millions of companion 
animals end up in shel-
ters every year because 
their caretaker died 
without having made 
any plans for them. Do 
you have someone that 
you can designate as a 
trusted caregiver to pro-
vide for your pet’s future 
without you?

• Have you con-
sidered the financial 
costs of owning a pet? 
According to the web-
site “The Spruce Pets’’ 
estimates range from 
$1,500 to $9,000 a year 
to own a dog, with some 
estimates being even 
higher. The total cost 
will depend on the choic-
es you make, your dog’s 
age and breed, the area 
in which you live, your 
lifestyle, and your dog’s 
individual needs. Sadly, 
many people don’t take 
the time to budget for 
a dog or cat before get-
ting one, and this can 
give rise to trouble in 
the future. Just a few of 
the items you’ll need to 
purchase, many of them 
on a recurring basis for 
the life of your pet, are: 
a collar, leash, ID tag, 
bed, crate and/or pet 
carrier, food, toys, and 
treats. In addition, you 
should also consider 
the cost of routine vet 
care, including yearly 
vaccines, and flea, tick, 
and heartworm preven-
tion. The cost of a medi-
cal crisis or illness, plus 
grooming and pet sit-
ting/boarding services 
should be taken into 
consideration, as well.

The adorable puppies 
and kittens that we all 
fall in love with so easily 
will grow up very quick-
ly. They will need prop-
er training while they’re 
still young, and acci-
dents are bound to hap-
pen! Do you have time to 
dedicate to this crucial 
training period? What 
will you do when you 
find poop or vomit on 
the carpet, or discover 
that a treasured belong-
ing has been chewed up, 
scratched, or destroyed? 

It’s important to be 
able to see life from 
your puppy’s perspec-
tive, remembering that 
he wants nothing more 
than to please you but 
is still just a baby. Even 
adult dogs and cats re-
quire an adjustment pe-
riod that usually lasts 

about three months, on 
average. Are you able 
to extend love and pa-
tience to your new fam-
ily member as they go 
through the process of 
learning what is expect-
ed of them?

Are all family mem-
bers/roommates in 
complete agreement 
when it comes to bring-
ing home a new pet? Is 
anyone in the household 
allergic to pets?

Although we can nev-
er know for sure what 
life has in store for us, 
the average person will 
go through at least one 
(if not all) of these events 
in the course of a life-
time…a marriage, a new 
baby, a divorce, a move, 
a job that requires long 
hours or travel, and the 
occasional disaster or 
emergency that shows 
up when we least expect 
it. 

Will you still have 
room in your life for a be-
loved pet if any of these 
changes take place? 

Pets suffer from sep-
aration just as humans 
do, and they should 
never be discarded like 
old clothing when they 
don’t “fit” anymore. 

Why do pets end up 
in shelters? It’s because 
of us, not them. There-
fore, please be thought-
ful when you’re consid-
ering bringing home a 
pet, and do your home-
work ahead of time. 
Make sure that adopt-
ing a furry companion 
is something you’re will-
ing to commit to for the 
life of the animal, come 
what may. They deserve 
nothing less from the 
people who have taken 
them in and promised to 
love them forever. 

If you’ve come to the 
conclusion that you’re 
not ready to take on 
such a commitment 
but you would still like 
to have a pet, then why 
not consider fostering 
for the animal shelter? 
When you foster, you 
are temporarily provid-
ing a safe, stable, and 
loving environment for 
an otherwise homeless 
dog or cat. It is a beauti-
ful act of love and kind-
ness, plus it’s fun and 
free! 

The shelter supplies 
all the food, toys, and 
medical care, and YOU 
get all the snuggles! 

If you’d like to submit 
an application to foster, 
please call the shelter at 
850-926-0902.  

Shelter hours are 
Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., and Saturday 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  As al-
ways, on behalf of all the 
homeless dogs and cats 
of Wakulla County, we 
thank you for your con-
tinued love and support! 

Thinking about adopting a pet? 
Some things to consider

LEETRAILERSALES.NET
LEETRAILERSTORO.COM

3922 Crawfordville Rd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32305 

850 878-0788
Locally Owned and Operated • SALES 

• PARTS 
• REPAIRS

More Models, More Possibilities

Aluma Advantage

866-415-3285 AlumaKLM.com

More Models, More Possibilities

Aluminum Trailers

Same Location
for 41 Years

Family Owned 
& Operated

Choose from utility trailers, aluminum ATV/UTV trailers, 
car, motorcycle and snowmobile trailers, car haulers, truck 
beds, and even aluminum picnic tables. Special features 
on many makes and models make Aluma trailers a great 
investment. Plus the 5-year warranty on select products 
can,t be beat. Get on the road to adventure quickly and 
dependably with an Aluma trailer! 

Durable trailers from 
Aluma are lightweight and 

maintenance free.

COMING 
SOON IN STOCK IN JANUARY
OMING OMING OMING OMING OMING OMING OMING OMING 

THE BEST ALUMINUM 
TRAILERS AVAILABLE
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“Your Old Fashion Country Store”

Sopchoppy 
Grocery

7:30 am - 10 am          |    11 am - 2 pm

Breakfast 
& LunchHot Bar

We offer tender mouthwatering 
choice cuts of quality meats.

7:30 am- 7:00 pm

(850) 962-2231(850) 962-2231

Monday - Friday

Store Hours
Monday - Saturday

We Process Deer & Wild Game!

60 Rose St., Sopchoppy FL
In the Heart of 
Downtown Sopchoppy

By BRIAN ENGLISH

Most children stop 
being “and-a-half” 
somewhere around 
age 12. Kids add 
“and-a-half“ to make 
sure everyone knows 
they’re closer to the 
next age than the 
last.

When you are 
older, “and-a-half” 
birthdays start mak-
ing a comeback. In 
fact, starting at age 
50, several birthdays 

and “half-birthdays” 
are critical to under-
stand because they 
have implications re-
garding your retire-
ment income.

Age 50

At age 50, workers 
in certain qualified 
retirement plans are 
able to begin mak-
ing annual catch-up 
contributions in ad-
dition to their normal 
contributions. Those 
who participate in 
401(k), 403(b), and 
457 plans can con-
tribute an addition-
al $6,500 per year 
in 2022. Those who 
participate in Simple 
Individual Retire-
ment Account (IRA) 
or Simple 401(k) 
plans can make a 
catch-up contribu-

tion of up to $3,000 
in 2022. And those 
who participate in 
traditional or Roth 
IRAs can set aside 
an additional $1,000 
a year.1,2

Age 59½

At age 59½, work-
ers are able to start 
making withdrawals 
from qualified retire-
ment plans without 
incurring a 10% fed-
eral income-tax pen-
alty. This applies to 
workers who have 
contributed to IRAs 
and employer-spon-
sored plans, such 
as 401(k) and 403(b) 
plans (457 plans are 
never subject to the 
10% penalty). Keep 
in mind that distri-
butions from tradi-
tional IRAs, 401(k) 
plans, and other 
employer-sponsored 
retirement plans are 
taxed as ordinary in-
come.

Age 62

At age 62 work-
ers are first able to 
draw Social Security 
retirement benefits. 
However, if a person 
continues to work, 
those benefits will be 
reduced. The Social 
Security Administra-
tion will deduct $1 
in benefits for each 

$2 an individual 
earns above an an-
nual limit. In 2022, 
the income limit is 
$19,560.3

Age 65

At age 65, individ-
uals can qualify for 
Medicare. The Social 
Security Administra-
tion recommends ap-
plying three months 
before reaching age 
65. It’s important to 
note that if you are 
already receiving 
Social Security ben-
efits, you will auto-
matically be enrolled 
in Medicare Part A 
(hospitalization) and 
Part B (medical in-
surance) without an 
additional applica-
tion.4

Age 65 to 67

Between ages 65 
and 67, individu-
als become eligible 
to receive 100% of 
their Social Securi-
ty benefit. The age 
varies, depending on 
birth year. Individ-
uals born in 1955, 
for example, become 
eligible to receive 
100% of their bene-
fits when they reach 
age 66 years and 2 
months. Those born 
in 1960 or later need 
to reach age 67 be-
fore they’ll become 

eligible to receive full 
benefits.5

Age 72

In most circum-
stances, once you 
reach age 72, you 
must begin taking 
required minimum 
distributions from 
a traditional Indi-
vidual Retirement 
Account and other 
defined contribu-
tion plans. You may 
continue to contrib-
ute to a traditional 
IRA past age 70½ as 
long as you meet the 
earned-income re-
quirement.

U n d e r s t a n d i n g 
key birthdays may 
help you better pre-
pare for certain re-
tirement income and 
benefits. 

But perhaps more 
importantly, know-
ing key birthdays 
can help you avoid 
penalties that may 
be imposed if you 
miss the date.

1. If you reach the 
age of 50 before the 
end of the calendar 
year.

2. IRS.gov, 2022
3. SSA.gov, 2022
4. SSA.gov, 2022. 

Individuals can de-
cline Part B coverage 
because it requires 
an additional premi-
um payment.

5. SSA.gov, 2022

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 
926-7487. 

Securities offered 
through Securities 
America, Inc., member 
FINRA/SIPC and ad-
visory services offered 
through Securities 
America Advisors, Inc., 
Brian C. English, Rep-
resentative. English 
Financial Group and 
Securities America are 
unaffiliated.

The content is de-
veloped from sources 
believed to be provid-
ing accurate informa-
tion. The information 
in this material is not 
intended as tax or legal 
advice. It may not be 
used for the purpose 
of avoiding any feder-
al tax penalties. Please 
consult legal or tax pro-
fessionals for specific 
information regarding 
your individual situa-
tion. This material was 
developed and pro-
duced by FMG Suite to 
provide information on 
a topic that may be of 
interest. FMG, LLC, is 
not affiliated with the 
named broker-dealer, 
state- or SEC-regis-
tered investment advi-
sory firm. The opinions 
expressed and materi-
al provided are for gen-
eral information, and 
should not be consid-
ered a solicitation for 
the purchase or sale 
of any security. Copy-
right 2022 FMG Suite.

Important dates over 50

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

14 Medallion Lane
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifl ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 850-926-6111 • 850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

Signature Painting 
of Wakulla, Inc.
Signature Painting 

Licensed & Insured • Interior / Exterior
Locally Owned & Operated with 26 Years in Business

Residential Painting
• Rooms • Walls • Power Washing
• Ceilings • Cabinets • Trim & More

850-247-9925
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circle and I would say 
‘I’ll never use this why 
are y’all trying to teach 
me this?’ ” 

Now Reams makes a 
living from crocheting 
and sells her products 
at her business Auntie 
Jyo’s This and That. 

In 1999, Reams was 
diagnosed with Sys-
temic Lupus Erythema-
tosus, the most com-
mon form of lupus, an 
inflammatory disease 
caused when the im-
mune system attacks 
its own tissues. 

“That’s the worst out 
of the four. So SLE lu-
pus is the genetic form 
of lupus. So it affects 
your central nervous 
system. Some days I 
feel like I’m 89 years 
old,” Reams says. 

One  morn ing  in 
2014, Reams woke up 
and couldn’t open her 
hands. She made a 
doctor’s appointment 
and the doctor told her, 
“if I don’t get my hands 
moving I’ll lose them, 
they’ll cripple... When I 
get stressed out, or mad 
I start to deep clean,” 
Reams says. After the 
doctor’s visit, she start-
ed to deep clean the 
entire house. After a 
few hours of cleaning, 
Reams made her way to 
the closet where her de-
ceased grandmother’s 
tote was that she had 
given to Reams before 
she passed. 

“My grandmother 
passed in 2011, she 
gave me this tote, and 
I had never opened it, 
I knew I would cry so 
I never opened it,” she 
says. As fate would 
have it, Reams knocked 
the tote from the top 
shelf of the closet and it 
fell on her head, giving 
Reams a concussion.

After a visit to the 
hospital to get checked 
out, Reams finally de-
cided she wanted to 

know what was inside 
the bag. She found a set 
of hat boxes.  “My first 
thought was, ‘oh God 
she left me her church 
hats, what am I going 
to do with those?’ ” she 
says. She put the hats 
to the side and opened 
the next box on the in-
side of the tote, finding 
a 1980s sewing ma-
chine with a note that 
said, “ ‘One day you will 
need these’ with a smi-
ley face and a bunch 
of hahas on the note,” 
Reams recalled. 

This reminded Reams 
of the joke in her family 
between her and that 
sewing machine. Con-
tinuing on looking more 
into the hat box at the 
bottom she found balls 
of yarn and some an-
tique bamboo crochet 
hooks. 

“All I could do was 
cry and laugh and cry 
and laugh because my 
entire life they had tried 
to get me to crochet,” 
she says. “So this is 
how Auntie Jyo’s got 
started.”

In 2015 is when she 
started the business 
because of bags and 
bags of crocheted items 
she had made. When 
her husband was open-
ing the closet and the 
bags started falling out, 
he suggested she start 
selling her work. 

Reams wasn’t sure 

anybody would want 
to buy crocheted prod-
ucts, so she started 
small and started sell-
ing them on Facebook 
marketplace, “and be-
fore you know it every-
thing I put up for sale 
all sold, and it only took 
two weeks to get rid of 
nine totes,” she says. 

T h i s  p r o m p t e d 
Reams to start going 
to Small Business Sat-
urdays in Perry to sell. 
After a hot day at one 
event that didn’t go so 
well, the next morning 
Reams’ husband and 
daughter were cooking 
breakfast for her and 
her husband asked her, 
Why do you drive all the 
way to Perry to sell your 
products – why don’t 
you start your own here 
in the county?

So in August, Reams 
took this suggestion 
and went up to the 
county parks and rec 
department to talk 
about using the park 
and started her jour-
ney.

 “I came in strong 
I had a plan. So Sep-
tember was my first 
Small Business Satur-
day. Five people didn’t 
show up. We had 15 
vendors, but people 
were still coming up.” 

Now the Small Busi-
ness Saturdays have 
grown. Reams is mak-
ing plans to further the 

Small Business Satur-
days and is thinking of 
dressing in costume for 
each one, for the kids.

“I want it family-ori-
ented, where the par-
ents can come shop, 
but the kids have some-

thing to do too.”
With all that, Reams 

does she makes no 
profit from her booth 
at the Small Businesses 
Saturdays – the money 
she makes goes back 
into the community, 
and for adding non-per-
ishable food to the local 
Blessing Boxes around 
the county. 

Reams also takes 
her earnings and cre-
ates octopals that go 
to Neonatal Intensive 
Care Units   units, 
hats and shawls to 
cancer patients, and 
makes prayer shawls 
for churches, as well 
as helping seven elderly 
couples in the commu-
nity every month in her 
free time.

Above all, she says 
family is most import-
ant – and that’s where 
she spends most of her 
time when shes not 
giving back to the com-
munity . 

Reams reminds ev-
eryone of how import-
ant small busninesses 
are and welcomes any-
one who may be con-
sidering starting one to 
reach out to her.

“I could talk about 
small business all day,” 
she says. “But if there’s 
anyone out there who 
may be thinking about 
it, my door’s always 
open.”

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208Wakulladiving.com

CCCCylindersylindersylindersylindersylinders

sssssssspear

aaairiririrlllineineine

BC BC BC BC 

Masks, Fins & snorkels, 
Cylinders, regulators, CoMputers, 

spearFishing supplies, Wetsuits, 
airline hookahs (surFaCe supplied air), 

BC systeMs, CaMeras & housings,
sideMount units & More.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

• Sales • Rentals 

(850)926-5084
10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville • PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

• Sales • Rentals 

Karen Williams 
(850) 567-8279

Sonya Hall 
(850) 528-0857www.WakullaRealty.com 

Lic. Real Estate 
Broker and Associates

We’ve Moved • Storage Unit 
   Rentals

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

Johanna Reams

Johanna Reams with her grandson Gauge at the December 
Small Business Saturday.
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5125 Woodlane Circle Tallahassee, FL 32303

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, Maintenance, 

Installation and Upgrades! 
Our skilled technicians can get an older model running 
smoothly again. We can also replace your old unit for a 

New, Upgraded, More Ef� cient Model! 

Whatever your HVAC needs, call A & W Services 
Heating & Air now for expertise you can count on.

(850) 504-6053

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience

servicesA&W
AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Lic. # CAC1815061

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Wishing Everyone 

a Joyful Holiday 

   Season!
Wishing Everyone Wishing Everyone 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE (850) 251-9792

• Certifi ed CertainTeed SELECT™ ShingleMaster
• Atlas PRO™ Prefered Contractor
• 50-Year Non-Prorated Manufaturer Warranty
• A+ Better Business Bureau Rating
• Financial Plans for All Budget types
• Veteran Owned and Operated Business

(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm •  Sat. 8am - 4pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/31/23

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF

We Sell
& Install

TIRES
Carry 

Most Major
Brands

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Give ME a CALL!
Let ME Help YOU Find a Place to Call HOME!

Serving Tallahassee, Crawfordville, 
Havana, Quincy, Monticello, 
Wacissa and surrounding counties!

Tiff any Hartsfi eld
850-566-6656
“Your Big Bend 

Realtor”

By GREG GAST
 

When you hear 
the word holiday, 
what comes to 
mind? If you’re like 
most folks, shop-
ping, parties, sales, 
parades, football 
and more shopping.  

The truth is that 
many holidays are 
becoming so com-
mercialized that our 
proud traditions are 
in danger of becom-
ing trivialized. 

Traditions repre-
sent a critical piece 
of our culture. They 
help form the struc-
tures and founda-
tion of our families 
and our society. Be-
tween tasks, cele-
brations, and family 
obligations the holi-
day season can be a 
trying time for any-
one. 

Whether you feel 
holiday blues or are 
coping with feelings 
that aren’t merry 
and bright, taking 
care of your mental 
health during the 
holidays is import-
ant.  

Here are some 
easy tips that will 
hopefully help you 
find some peace 
during this stressful 
holiday season and 
into the New Year.

1. Set aside 
some time for your-
self: Quality alone 
time can be a great 
way to distress, de-
compress, and as-
sess where you are 
and what you feel. 
Some alone time 
can do you plenty of 
good.

2. Keep a reg-
ular sleep and ex-
ercise schedule:  
Rest allows you to 
recharge and helps 
your body function 
optimally. Adding 
exercise is a great 
way to manage your 
mental health. It re-
leases dopamine and 
makes you feel good.

3. Set Bound-
aries: Too often we 
feel that our rela-
tionships need to 
be perfect. It can be 
hard to speak up, 

especially in front of 
friends and family. 
However, issues do 
occur even with the 
ones we love. Set-
ting boundaries are 
important so long as 
you do so with care 
and respect for all 
involved.

4. Accept your 
feelings: It’s okay 
not to feel okay. 
When you picture 
the holiday season 
everyone seems very 
happy. It’s almost a 
requirement. Take 
some time to accept 
how you feel and 
work through your 
emotions as they 
are.

5. Try Relax-
ation techniques: 
When you feel over-
whelmed it’s a good 
idea to relax and 
distress as much 

as possible. Deep 
breathing, yoga, 
walks whatever 
works. Taking time 
to relax always helps 
during stressful 
times.

6. Keep expec-
tations manage-
able: It will keep you 
balanced and saves 
you from disappoint-
ments. Take the time 
to assess how things 
are going, and how 
they could go, and 
prepare for each out-
come.

7. Spend time 
with supportive 
people: Surround 
yourself with people 
who lift you, sup-
port you, and care 
about you. You don’t 
have to tolerate peo-
ple that hurt you or 
don’t appreciate your 
worth. This holiday 

season make sure 
you’re spending time 
with people who see 
you and accept you 
for who you are. 

R e m e m b e r , 
Christmas and the 
holidays are the sea-
son of giving. It is a 
time when people 
should be more kind 
and open-hearted.

Let me know what 
you think…

  
Send your ques-

tions to Real Life 
Counseling, 3295 
Crawfordville Hwy., 
suite #4, Crawford-
ville FL 32327 in care 
of Gregory E. Gast, 
MS, LMHC, NCC. 
Your name will be 
changed and the an-
swer to your question 
will appear in an up-
coming issue of The 
Wakulla Sun. 

Holidays in real life
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Join the Florida Attorney 
General’s 100% Club

By GREG JAMES

Hello from the Clerk’s 
Office! I hope everyone 
had a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 
The Florida Court Clerks 
& Comptrollers (FCCC) 
Association President, 
Carolyn Timmann (Mar-
tin County Clerk) an-
nounced one of her pres-
idential priorities is to 
have all Clerk’s Offices 
across the state partici-
pate in the Attorney Gen-
eral’s 100 Percent Club. 
The 100 Percent Club 
is a training and aware-
ness campaign that is 
committed to ending hu-
man trafficking in Flori-
da. Florida ranks 3rd in 
the U.S. in human traf-
ficking cases reported. 
Knowing the signs of hu-
man trafficking will help 
raise awareness and po-
tentially save a life.

Many of us have start-
ed or are thinking about 
starting a “New Year’s 
Resolution”. Each of us 
have thoughts of how we 
want to improve or we 
want this next year to be 
better or different. I hope 
you succeed in yours! 
Sadly, for some of our 
most vulnerable citizens, 
the only resolution they 
are thinking of is that 
they want to be in con-
trol of their own life.

Statewide, the FCCC’s 
mission is that we are 
“United Statewide to Pro-

tect the Public Trust”. We 
are putting those words 
into action by actively 
addressing human traf-
ficking issues through 
several initiatives. As 
leaders on the frontline 
within our community, 
Clerks and their employ-
ees have a unique oppor-
tunity to help end human 
trafficking in Florida. By 
the end of January, every 
employee at the Wakulla 
County Clerk’s Office will 
be trained to recognize 
the signs of human traf-
ficking.

I have already asked 
the Board of County 
Commissioners to par-
ticipate in this program 
because county employ-
ees interact with our 
citizens every day in so 
many ways. Many of the 
County’s departments 
have already started the 
process of participating 
in the 100 Percent Club. 
As community and busi-
ness leaders, you also 
have a unique opportu-
nity to learn how to spot 
the signs of human traf-
ficking and have an im-
pact on this state-wide 
issue, even if it’s just for 
one person. There are 
several different forms of 
human trafficking and 
this training will inform 
you of them and help you 
spot the physical and 
verbal signs that some-
one might be in danger.

Participating in this 
program is easy and I 
have outlined the steps 
to take below. You do not 
need to draft any policies 
to participate and partic-
ipating won’t cost you or 
your business anything 
more than a little train-
ing time. You only need 
to require that each em-
ployee take a one-hour 
online training. Here’s 

the process:
1. Complete the ap-

plication to participate 
in the program. The ap-
plication can be found 
at https://www.youcan-
stopht.com/training.
html and submit it to the 
Attorney General’s office 
at this email address: 
citizenservices@myflor-
idalegal.com.

2. After the appli-
cation is completed, you 
will receive an email from 
the Deputy Director of 
Special Projects & Initia-
tives with the Florida Of-
fice of Attorney General 
with a link to the online 
training.

3. Have all staff 
complete the training. 
Each employee will have 
the opportunity at the 
end of the online training 
to print a training certifi-
cate.

4. Verify with the 
AG’s office that all re-
quired staff have com-
pleted the training and 
request a membership 
certificate for your office.

5. Once your ap-
plication has been ap-
proved and training has 
been verified, you will re-
ceive a membership cer-
tificate from the Florida 
AG’s Office for display at 
your business and train-
ing material that can be 
distributed to all staff 
and the public.

In advance, thank 
you for considering your 
participation in this im-
portant program and, 
together, we can help 
stop human trafficking 
in Florida.

Greg James is Wakul-
la County Clerk of Court 
and Comptroller.

FROM THE CLERK OF COURTS

2023 Season Schedule
In historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

featuring South Bound Band

SOPCHOPPY OPRY

January 28 – South Bound & 
Friends

February 25 – Anna Wescoat & 
The All Girls Band

March 25 – Wayne Martin & 
Country Gold 

April 29 – Doug Jernigan – 
Fiddle & Steel Show 

May 27 – Purvis Brothers’ & 
Encore II 

June 24 – Tony Anderson & Easy 
Company

July 29 – Todd Allen Show+

August 26 – Highway 59

September 30 – All Gospel w/
South Bound & Guests

October 28 – Jay & Tammy Show 

*November 18 – Walkers’ Crossing

*December 09 – Purvis 
Brothers’ & Encore II

+23rdd *h Anniversary Show 
*Please note that the November & December shows are 
on Saturdays, November 18 & December 09, respectively.  
January - October shows will be on the last Saturday night 
of the month.  Individual show tickets are $15 each. Group 
rates are available.

Thanks for your support of good family entertainment, the 
restoration of historic Sopchoppy High School & classic 
country, bluegrass & Gospel music! You can always find out 
what coming up at the Opry at www.sopchoppyopry.com

Season Tickets $12000 

SAvE $60 850-962-3711www.sopchoppyopry.com

Tired of  old tires??

Bring them to the KWCB Tire 
Amnesty Day and lets keep them 

out of our forest and waterways!!
We will be accepting maximum 8 tires per resident 

with proof of residency. Tires from commercial 
shops will not be accepted. Tires must be off of the 

rim.  Photo ID must be presented. 

Saturday, January 14, 9 am - 1 pm
318 Shadeville Rd., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Call 850-745-7111 or email to keepwakullabeautiful@gmail.com for more information

Free Trees! 18th 
Annual

CRAWFORDVILLE

ARBOR 
DAY

From Courthouse (Arran Rd.), drive north on Ochlockonee St.,
 pass Hudson Park on right, turn left onto Cedar Ave., 
 follow signs, turn right onto circle drive at Extension Offi ce.

84 Cedar Avenue 
Wakulla County Extension Offi ce

Rain or Shine

Drive-Thru Giveaway
 2 Trees per Vehicle

Saturday, January 21st

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

with Florida Wildlife Federation, Just Fruits & Exotics, The Wakulla News & The Wakulla Sun.

Hundreds of young trees 
(in pots) will be given away!

Parsley Haw, Arrowwood Viburnum, 
   Hop Tree, Yellow Poplar, Red Maple,
 Sand Live Oak, Overcup Oak,
  Dahoon Holly, Chinquapin, & more.

Wakulla County Garden Club, Florida Forest Service,
Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society,

UF/IFAS Extension & Master Gardeners, & National Wildlife Federation
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Saturday, December 31

• New Year’s Eve.
• New Year Eve celebration at the Lodge at 
Wakulla Springs from 5:30pm to midnight. 
There will be live music from Hot Tamale 
and Garnet & Soul. Price is $70 per person 
plus tax & gratuities, with option for small 
bites for $25 per person. Call 855-632-4559 
to RSVP.

Sunday, January 1

• HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Monday, January 2

• Intro to Tai Chi held at the Community 
Center from 9 to 10 a.m, every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday. All ability levels 
are welcome; please wear comfortable 
clothing. For questions call Rich or Terri 
Bushman at 850-228-9214.
• The Wakulla Respite Program will be 
available for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church every Monday.
• Rise and Shine with Lacey at 6 a.m. Hatha 
yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and at 6 p.m, every 
Monday. Packages available for $12 at New 
Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. Please 
RSVP email at newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.

Tuesday, January 3

• Sopchoppy Community Dinner is held 
every week on Tuesday at the Towles House 
at 6:30 p.m.
• Yin Yoga with Nellie at 10:30 a.m. and 
Flow Yoga at 6 p.m, every Tuesday.
 • County Commission meets in the com-
mission boardroom at 5 p.m.

Wednesday, January 4

• A Line Dance class will be held at 1 p.m. at 
the Wakulla Senior Center every Wednes-
day.

Thursday. January 5

• The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be 
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Thursday. There will be 
concessions and raffles.
• The Rotary Club of Wakulla County will 
have their weekly meeting at the TCC 
Wakulla Center at 8:30 a.m, every Thursday.
• Hatha Yoga with Zoe at 9 a.m. and Yin 
Yoga with Nellie at 6 p.m, every Thursday. 

Friday, January 6

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
8 p.m. every Friday at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonees St.

Saturday, January 7

• Panacea Farmers Market held in Down-
town Panacea next to the Panacea fire 
department from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Local 
vendors will be selling homemade and 
homegrown items and food vendors will be 
there.

Monday, January 9

• The Wakulla County Planning Commis-
sion will have a meeting in the commission 
chambers at 6 p.m.
• The Sopchoppy City Commission meeting 
will be held at Sopchoppy City Hall at 6:30 
p.m.

Tuesday, January 10

• The Wakulla County Parks Advisory 
Committee will hold a public meeting at 4 
p.m. at the community center.

Wednesday, January 11

• The Wakulla County Code Enforcement 
board meeting will be held in the Commis-
sion Chambers at 5:30 p.m.
• The Wakulla County Garden Club will be 
meeting at the Wakulla County public li-
brary hosting presentations and workshops 

about gardening in Wakulla soil at 12 p.m.

Thursday, January 12

• The Sopchoppy Depot Committeemeet-
ing will be held at the Depot, 34 Railroad 
Avenue at 4:30 p.m.
• The St. Marks City Commission meeting 
will be held at St. Marks City Hall at 6 p.m.

Saturday, January 14

• Tire Amnesty Day, sponsored by Keep 
Wakulla County Beautiful, will be held at 
the community center, 318 Shadeville Road, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tires must be off the 
rim and photo ID must be presented. 
• The Wakulla Caregiver Support Group 
will meet at the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 10 a.m.
• No Sopchoppy Community Market this 
month or February.

Monday, January 16

• MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. BIRTH-
DAY HOLIDAY – Schools, banks and 
government offices will be closed.
• MLK BIRTHDAY IN THE PARK, an 
annual observation of Martin Luther King 
Day by the Wakulla Christian Coalition, 
begins at 9 a.m. After breakfast, a memorial 
service is held at the King memorial on the 
Courthouse grounds.
• The American Legion Post 114 will be 
meeting at the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m.

 Tuesday, January 17

 • County commission meets in the com-
mission boardroom at 5 p.m.

Thursday, January 19

• The Wakulla County Cancer Support 
Group will meet in the Education Center 
of the Crawfordville United Methodist 
Church at 7 p.m. This group meeting is for 
men and women, regardless of the type of 

cancer. Spouses, caregivers, and friends are 
welcome. For more information, call 850-
926-6050.

Saturday, January 21

• Arbor Day Celebration from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at the Extension Office. Rain or 
shine. Sponsored by the Iris Garden Club of 
Wakulla.
• Small Business Saturday at Azalea Park 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
• Wakulla County Horseman’s Association 
show will be held held at 1757 Lawhon Mill 
Road. All shows start at 11 a.m. and the 
Jackpot starts at 12 noon. Entry Fees are $25 
for Jackpot; exhibitions are $3; club classes 
are $6 for members and $8 for nonmem-
bers. Membership is $25 for single and $40 
for family.

Monday, January 23

• The Sopchoppy Lions Club meets the 
4th Monday of each month at the Historic 
Sopchoppy High School at 6:30 p.m.

Friday, January 27

• The Wakulla County Veterans Services Of-
fice will host a veterans town hall meeting 
at the Wakulla County Community Center 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 28

• Sopchoppy Opry at the Historic Sopchop-
py High School Auditorium featuring South 
Bound Band and Friends starting at 7 p.m. 
Individual show tickets are $15 each.

Monday, January 30

• The Wakulla County Legislative Dele-
gation will hold a public hearing in the 
Commission Chambers at 4 p.m.

On the Horizon

By ED BRIMNER

The Property Ap-
praiser’s Office wish-
es you a Happy and 
Prosperous New 
Year!

It’s time! If you 
purchased a home 
in 2022, you need 
to file for Homestead 
no later than March 
1st of 2023. If you 
are eligible for Flor-
ida’s Homestead Ex-
emption and haven’t 
filed, you are missing 
some special bene-

fits and up to $550 
in tax savings.Home-
stead property is 
protected from cred-
itor claims and gets 
significant property 
tax discounts. This 
article will address 
your tax benefits. 

H o m e s t e a d e d 
property tax exemp-
tions are not auto-
matic. Homestead 
applications for any 
homestead in Wakul-
la County must be 
filed with this of-
fice and the owner 
must prove that the 
homestead is the 
owner’s permanent 
residence. In Wakul-
la County, this is 
a onetime require-
ment. The Wakul-
la Board of County 
Commissioners has 
approved this of-

fice to automatical-
ly renew homestead 
exemptions once a 
person has filed and 
been approved. 

Homestead prop-
erty is exempt from 
taxes on the first 
$25,000 of the ap-
praised value of the 
homestead and gets 
up to an addition-
al $25,000 exemp-
tion of county taxes 
of appraised value 
between $50,000 
and $75,000. At the 
current tax rates 
in Wakulla County, 
this equals a yearly 
tax savings of $550 
on a home valued at 
or above $75,000. 

Possibly more im-
portant than this ini-
tial tax savings is the 
“Save Our Homes” 
cap.

The “Save Our 
Homes” cap limits 
the annual increase 
in assessed value 
to 3% or the cost of 
living, whichever is 
less. The market val-
ue of a homesteaded 
home could increase 
in value much more 
than 3% but the 
assessed value in-
crease is limited. 
This benefit some-
times creates huge 
annual savings in 
the future.

Our website has 
the following warn-
ing, in bold red let-
ters, “Do not rely 
on current taxes as 
an estimate of fu-
ture taxes following 
a change in owner-
ship. A significant 
change in taxable 
value may occur af-

ter a transfer due to 
a loss of exemptions, 
reset of the Save Our 
Homes or 10% Cap, 
and/or market con-
ditions. Please use 
our Tax Estimator to 
estimate taxes under 
new ownership.” 

We have many vis-
its from new home-
owners who are sur-
prised (and angry) to 
learn their taxes are 
much higher than 
the previous own-
ers. The differences 
are sometimes thou-
sands of dollars a 
year. That is a shock 
to new home owners 
but is a huge benefit 
to long-term home-
owners in Florida – a 
benefit you can have 
just by dropping by 
our office or visiting 
our website and fil-

ing for a homestead 
exemption.

My office is here to 
serve you as we work 
for Honest and Im-
partial Assessments! 

If we can be of as-
sistance, please do 
not hesitate to con-
tact us at (850) 926-
0500 or stop by to 
meet with a member 
of our staff. 

You can also vis-
it our updated and 
continuously im-
proving website for 
information asso-
ciated with your 
property in Wakulla 
County at mywakul-
lapa.com. 

Ed Brimner is 
Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser.

Want to save $550?
FROM THE PROPERTY APPRAISER’S OFFICE

The monthly calendar of events
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By ERIK LOVESTRAND

Fair warning if you 
tend to be squeamish 
around dead, rotting 
things (bet I just trig-
gered some folks). The 
subject matter for this 
month’s article is not 
for those with a hair 
trigger gag reflex. 

However, if you are 
one who just cannot 
resist digging a little 
deeper into the myste-
rious lives of nature’s 
(let’s just call them 
“biodegraders”), be-
cause they are so FAS-
CINATING, then read 
on.

This topic came to 
me one day while sit-
ting in my office. Lit-
erally, it showed up in 
my office. One of my 
colleagues was stand-
ing in the doorway 
talking to me when she 
looked up at the ceil-
ing. There were sever-
al bugs inside the light 
fixtures that turned 
out to be large flies. It 
was plain to see there 
was no way into the 
fixture from below so I 
figured they had been 
attracted to the light 

from the attic space 
above. Of course, this 
was all it took to spark 
my innate (some would 
say inane) curiosity 
and get me heading 
for the attic ladder to 
check it out.

Soon after turning 
on the attic light, a 
large fly headed right 
to it. I got lucky and 
knocked it down with 
the first swipe of my 
hat, which stunned it 
long enough for me to 
catch it and get it in a 
jar. 

I had seen flies that 
looked like this before 
and once back at my 
desk, I immediately 
Googled “carrion flies” 
on my computer. 

Sure enough, images 
of several similar-look-
ing flies popped up. 
Upon closer examina-
tion of the captive, I 
noticed that it had a 
bright red tip on its ab-
dominal segment. 

With this import-
ant detail noted, the 
search was over. A 
positive identification 
of the red-tailed flesh 
fly (Sarcophaga hae-
morrhoidalis) imme-
diately precipitated 
another trip to the at-
tic in search of some-
thing dead. Hence, the 
gruesome photo of the 
rather large rat.

Flesh flies are tru-
ly amazing creatures. 
They are usually one of 
the first to arrive when 
something dies. 

Eggs hatch prior to 
birth so females actu-
ally deposit first instar 
larvae (a.k.a. maggots) 
on a corpse. Larvae go 
through three instar 
stages in a very short 
time (5-6 days) before 
pupating. 

Due to their relative-
ly large size and rap-
id development, they 
quickly turn a body 
into a flattened, empty 
shell of skin and fur. 

The pupal stage typ-
ically takes a little over 
two weeks before an 
adult fly emerges to 
begin the cycle again. 
Due to the predictable 

timeframes between 
various developmental 
stages, this is a spe-
cies that is useful in 
forensic entomology to 
closely approximate a 
time of death. 

Even though these 
flies fulfill an import-
ant role as a decom-
poser in nature, they 
do have some disturb-
ing attributes that I 
thought fitting to in-
clude here (for scientif-
ic accuracy, of course). 

This fly is known 
to larviposit near the 
ears, nose or rectum of 
immobile animals and 
humans. The maggots 

then crawl into places 
to feed that will make 
the victim very un-
comfortable, to say the 
least. 

Another means of 
infestation is through 
the consumption of 
contaminated food. 
They are also capa-
ble of infesting open 
wounds, hence the 
name “flesh fly.” 

Most of the hu-
man-related cases have 
taken place in unsani-
tary or over-crowded 
conditions. However, 
cases have occurred in 
hospitals and nursing 
homes as well. 

Now that I am famil-
iar with this species’ 
habits, I should proba-
bly get busy fixing that 
damaged soffit screen 
where the rat likely 
gained entry to the at-
tic. 

Until then, I 
must never; I mean 
NEVV-ERRR, fall 
asleep on the job in 
that building.

Erik Lovestrand is a 
UF/IFAS regional Sea 
Grant agent in Wakul-
la, Franklin and Gulf 
counties.

A morbid fascination: red-tailed flesh fly

The red-tailed flesh fly (photo inset) is one of nature’s important decomposers.
RAT PHOTO BY ERIK LOVESTRAND/FLY BY DONALD HALL, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

From the Desk of 
Sheriff Miller,

Now that the holi-
days are all behind us, 
and everyone is most-
ly back into a normal 
routine, I wanted to 
take some time to dis-
cuss identity theft. 
This month I’d like to 
talk about ways you 
can help protect your-
self and your personal 
information. Tax sea-
son is just around the 
corner for us, and un-
fortunately this is also 
a peak time for identity 
theft and fraud in gen-
eral. 

As with any crime 
you can not completely 
help becoming a victim, 
but there are steps you 

can take to help protect 
yourself during this 
season and throughout 
the year.

In a broad sense, 
it’s important for ev-
eryone to keep person-
al information such 
as Social Security and 
credit card numbers 
safe. Please remember 
that your bank, credit 
card company, or gov-
ernment agencies will 
never call you out of 
the blue and request 
this information from 
you over the phone (or 
via email if that be the 
case). These agencies if 
doing legitimate busi-
ness will already have 
your personal informa-
tion and would not re-
quire you to provide it 
to them. 

A common scam now 
is for a scammer to 
contact you via phone 
and state they are from 
a bank or government 
agency. They say there 
is some sort of prob-
lem with your account 
but before they can 
help you fix it, they’ll 
need you to verify your 
personal information. 

That information could 
be anything from your 
bank account, cred-
it card information, or 
your Social Security 
number depending on 
the scam. 

If you receive these 
calls do not give out 
this information. If you 
believe you are being 
scammed via one of 
these phone calls, hang 
up. If you have a ques-
tion for the agency, or 
are doing legitimate 
business with them, 
they all will have phone 
numbers or emails 
posted on their website 
where they can be con-
tacted. 

Additionally, always 
report suspicious or 
fraudulent activity to 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office by Call-
ing 850-745-7100.

With specific regard 
to tax season and the 
IRS, the same rules ap-
ply. The IRS will never 
contact you either by 
email or phone and re-
quest that you provide 
them with your Social 
Security number. 

If you happen to owe 

taxes or fees to the 
IRS, this will be done 
through the Electronic 
Federal Tax Payment 
system. They will nev-
er contact you direct-
ly and require you to 
make a payment over 
the phone or email. 

This and so much 
more information re-
garding identity theft, 
and securely filling 
your taxes can be 
found at the IRS web-
site (www.IRS.Gov) and 
I encourage you to go 
there if you have any 
questions.

A good rule of thumb 
during this time of year 
and any time really 
when it comes to fraud 
is, if it sounds suspi-
cious or too good to be 
true, it probably is. 

If you receive a 
phone call or email re-
questing credit card or 
personal information, 
and the caller/writer is 
either making threats 
(arrest, foreclosure, 
etc) or making promis-
es which seem to good 
to be true, please end 
that communication to 
protect yourself. 

On a day-to-day ba-
sis, make sure you are 
careful about when 
and who you provide 
personal information 
too. Limit the number 
of websites and phone 
apps you provide cred-
it card and personally 
identifying information 
to, as even if they are 
legitimate, they always 
run the risks of being 
hacked. 

Most importantly, 
safeguard your So-
cial Security number. 
Though aggravating, 
stolen credit card in-
formation can be dealt 
with cancelled and if 
need be reimbursed. 
However, once your So-
cial Security informa-
tion becomes compro-
mised, there is no way 
to get that information 
back. 

It is a mistake that, 
as many know, can 
continue to haunt you 
for many years to come. 

Many forms and ap-
plications still have 
places to input this in-
formation, but often it 
is no longer required. 
Only give out your So-

cial Security number 
to agencies/business-
es with which you wish 
or need to do business, 
and which the use of 
your Social Security 
number is explicitly re-
quired to do business. 

Again, this is to lim-
it the number of people 
who have access to, or 
number of places your 
personal information 
is located to help avoid 
theft. 

Lastly if you cur-
rently carry your Social 
Security card in your 
purse or wallet, I advise 
you to take it out and 
store it some place safe 
in your home. There 
simply is no need to 
carry it on a day-to-day 
basis and doing so only 
creates an opportuni-
ty for it to be stolen or 
lost. 

If you believe you 
have been the victim 
of identity theft, any 
sort of fraud, or know 
of suspicious or crimi-
nal activity, as always, 
I ask you to call WCSO 
at 850-745-7100 and 
speak with one of my 
deputies or detectives. 

Protect yourself from identity theft
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American Legion Post 114
Crawfordville, Fl

Meeting at the

Wakulla County 
Public Library
3rd Monday of 

the month

6:30pm
Main Meeting Room
(South end of library)

Come a few minutes early if interested in joining or transferring in and speak

and should also be prepared to show a copy of your DD214 (or similar) to
verify your eligibility. You did NOT have to serve in a combat zone to become

a member of the American Legion and thanks to the LEGION Act (Let
Everyone Get Involved In Opportunities for National Service Act. Congress
expanded the current eligibility period to cover Dec. 7. 1941, to the present.

and includes the current war campaigns.
Legion.org

850-933-0057850-933-0057

BIG OR SMALL 
WE WASH THEM ALL

Bring in the New Year 
Squeaky Clean!

Bring in the New Year 
Squeaky Clean!

~NOW OPEN~

850-962-8079

Six different � avors of GREAT Margarita!
GREAT Food…GREAT people…GREAT Fun!

We don’t want ALL the Business – but we want YOUR Business
2000 Crawfordville Hwy. – Across from Wal Mart • Sun. – Thurs. 11-9 • Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

We’re 
Making Crawfordville 

      GREAT Again!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 2006. 
More than $1 million has been raised through the 

sale of Florida Realtors “Support Homeowner-
ship for All” specialty license plates, which help 
fund affordable housing programs across Flori-
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to 
teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a 
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All” 
license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go 
toward marketing the plate.

Enacted: 07/01/2014.
The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida 

Sheriffs Association  to develop and provide import-
ant training for members of local sheriff ’s of�ices as 
well as deputies across the state.

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As-
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67 
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

HELP SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can make a tax-deductible donation to support The Wakulla Sun

You can support The Wakulla Sun with a tax-deductible donation to help us cover 
the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citizens informed, hold officials accountable and 
cover the most important topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our newsroom to better serve you and all our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our community
• More local content on the environment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your help, we can keep the presses running through 

hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher of The Wakulla Sun and Wakulla Sun Monthly

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with its 
principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is registered to solicit charitable contributions in 
Florida. Financial and other information about the Florida Press Foundation’s purpose, 
programs and activities can be obtained by visiting https://floridapressfoundation.
org or by writing to Florida Press Foundation at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or check. If by check, payment must be made to the 
Florida Press Foundation and write in the check memo line that  you want the donation 
to go to The Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, Talla-
hassee FL 32301
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A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

SERVICES

By AL HARTMAN

I want to wish all 
my neighbors in 
Wakulla a very Mer-
ry Christmas and 
I hope your New 
Years is super.  

I guess old age is 
catching up to me. 
I had a CT and the 
results were all but 
super, but I’m still 
kicking and hope 
to write to you for 
years to come, God 
willing! I’ve had a 
wonderful 42 years 
with you folks.

I got a message 
from a Federal Wild-
life agency, and 
it was a surprise. 
I have been writ-
ing about invasive 
species in Florida 
and someone must 

have questioned 
them about the fe-
ral cats. They told 
me: “Mr. Hartman, 
we enjoyed your ar-
ticle you wrote for 
the Wakulla news-
paper. But you had 
the number of fe-
ral cats wrong. The 
number is not in the 
millions, it is 2.4 bil-
lion! And research 
has shown that feral 
cats and house cats 
are responsible for 
the death of 25% of 
the wild bird popu-
lation in the United 
States yearly.” 

Holy cow. Can you 
imagine that? 25%! I 
will keep you updat-
ed on invasive spe-
cies in Florida. 

Now if we can stop 
our litter problems 
that would be won-
derful. 

And another 
shocker to me is our 
waste systems only 
recycle 6% of all the 
plastic we give them. 
The rest goes to the 

landfill! 
Go on the net and 

look up how long 
it take for different 
items to decompose. 
You will be sur-
prised. Rubber, nev-
er. Aluminum beer 
cans up to over 100 
years. Take the time 
to look it up!

Hunting season 
is in full swing and 
the ducks and deer 
seem to be in good 
numbers. Here is 
a picture of a deer 
taken by Justin 
Lane just outside 
of Crawfordville on 
Oct. 24 with a bow.

Al Hartman, aka The Old Pro: ‘Tis the season

Weddings
Anniversaries
Corporate 
events
and 
more

All types 
of music
including 

Latin

850-716-3030

Weddings
Anniversaries
Corporate 

All types 
of music
including 

Raw Wildflower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

Hunt/Fish Camp: 
17.89 acres near Gainesville 

FL in Gilchrist County 5 miles to 
Bell & Trenton FL. $65K. 

Text 850-228-4753.

FoR Sale

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Help WanTed
noW HIRInG!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850) 926-4353

Now Hiring!
Wakulla 

Correctional 
Institution

Starting salary 
$41,600 to $44,200
Benefits Package = $22,500

Call 850-617-0711
www.fldocjobs.com

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

Crum’s Home detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof & 
gutter cleaning, concrete seal-
ing, and dryer duct cleaning.

leaTHeR RepaIR / 
ReFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Justin Lane with buck he took on Oct. 24 with a bow.
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Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Brian C. English, Representative, English 
Financial Group and Securities America are unaffi liated.

www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL

Financial Products/ Services
Life Insurance

DROP Rollovers

401(k) Rollovers
Investments

Social Security Planning

Retirement Planning
Estate Planning 

Roth IRAs / IRAs / 403(b)s

Wishing you
   a very

RIBBON CUTTING & GRAND OPENING

SAVE THE DATE
� ursday, February 23

  a very

SAVE THE DATE

Happy & 
Healthy 

New Year !

(850) 926-7487 fax: (850) 926-6487
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