
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Chris Savary loves football – es-
pecially Wakulla War Eagle foot-
ball. And his enthusiasm is on full 
display during his weekly radio 
broadcasts of the Wakulla football 
games.
Savary has been the “Voice of the 

War Eagles” since the 2013 season. 
He does the play-by-play on the 
Friday night games and partner 
Craig Revell does the color analysis 
on WAVE 94.1.
The two have a love of Wakulla 

football that goes back to their high 
school days at Wakulla – Revell was 
quarterback, Savary was an offen-
sive lineman. Their senior year, 
1993-94, the War Eagles under 

PH
O
TO

 B
Y 
LY
N
D
A
 K
IN
S
E
Y

Turn to Page 5

Chris Savary

Chris Savary at the press box at J.D. Jones Stadium.
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Camille Duke, Broker
850-692-9449

www.JeepGirlRealty.com

• Home Buying
• Home Rentals

• Distressed Properties
• Pre-Forclosures

• Inherited Homes
• Complimentary Drone footage and 
 3D tour with your listing

We solve real estate challenges!

W E   B U Y   H O U S E S
We Specialize in :

Call or text 
for more information
850-692-9449

Offering drone video and photography, roof and gutter inspections 
Coming Soon, AI: mapping, 3D scans, construction project videos, agricultural.

Solar energy is an alternative solution to 
energy independence and cost reduction for 
home and business owners. By investing in 

solar energy, you can reduce your dependence 
on the energy company to provide your 

electricity, as well as add value to your home.

J ay
 ( 8 5 0)  �������� • ( 8 4 4 )  206 - 28 06
 jay@ ckrsolar. com

www. ckrsolar. com
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Knowledge and Experience for all of 
your Real Estate needs!

Need advice about selling or buying? 
Just call or text – no obligation! Lionel (850) 284-6961 

lionel7769@gmail.com

Lionel Dazevedo

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 2006. 
More than $1 million has been raised through the 

sale of Florida Realtors “Support Homeowner-
ship for All” specialty license plates, which help 
fund affordable housing programs across Flori-
da. The goal is to provide housing assistance to 
teachers, nurses and others unable to afford a 
home. Ninety percent of the proceeds from the sale of the “Support Homeownership for All” 
license plate goes to support affordable housing programs. Just 10 percent of the funds go 
toward marketing the plate.

Enacted: 07/01/2014.
The annual use fees are distributed to the Florida 

Sheriffs Association  to develop and provide import-
ant training for members of local s�eriff ǯs ofϐices as 
well as deputies across the state.

Accountability. Since 1893, the Florida Sheriffs As-
sociation has been the voice of Florida’s sheriffs, 67 
men and women united in the service of protecting Florida’s citizens and visitors.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

Solar Panel Installation
Our solar panel installation service offers homeowners and 
business owners the opportunity to harness the power of 
the sun to reduce their energy costs and lower their carbon 
footprint. Our team of experienced technicians will work 
with you to design a custom solar panel system that meets 
your speci�c energy needs and budget.

The process begins with a consultation, where we will 
assess your property and energy usage to determine 
the optimal system size and layout. We’ll also review 
any relevant permits and zoning regulations to ensure 
compliance.

Once the design is approved, our technicians will handle 
all aspects of the installation process, including:

• Ground or roof preparation, including any necessary 
structural evaluations

• Mounting and securing the solar panels

• Running electrical wiring and connecting the system to 
your existing power grid

• Programming and setting up monitoring equipment to 
track the system’s performance

We use only the highest-quality solar panels and equipment 
from leading manufacturers, and all of our work is backed 
by a comprehensive warranty. Investing in solar power is 
not only good for the environment, but it can also provide 
signi�cant savings on your energy bills in the long run. By 
choosing our solar panel installation service, you can rest 
assured that you are making a smart investment in your 
home or business. Contact us today!

Custom Solar Panel Sales
We have solar panels for sale with the technology you 
need for your property. Our goal is to make sure you get 
a good product that �ts your needs, so call us now to talk 
to an expert. We will talk with you, understand your needs, 
including whether or not your system needs more batteries 
to be ready for installation, and send a non-obligatory 
quote. It will be a pleasure to serve you!

Limited Time Offer
Zero down solar, with 
tax credit of 30% of 
cost.

Offering the Best in 
Sustainable Solar 
Energy Solutions

DANIEL KINSEY
owner
P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

7Ke non�Sro¿ t sXSSorts laZ enIorcement oI¿ cers inMXreG on tKe Mob

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.
Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 

after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.
Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 

unsuccessful.
According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 

been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
Page 13

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.
 Harvey had been set 

to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.
He is scheduled for 

sentencing on Sept. 7.
Harvey is charged 

with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.
Assistant State Attor-

ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.
The matter started af-

ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 
But the Rotary incident 

prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.
The staff member went 

to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.
 In April 2020, Harvey 

was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.
During the FDLE in-

vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.
Asked by the news-

paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.
Harvey’s statutory 

salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.
Harvey had done 

payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping;  a child 
drowned in a home pool

7Ke Iormer SroSert\ aSSraiser is cKargeG ZitK embe]]ling mone\ Irom tKe oI¿ ce� Ke Zill be sentenceG in 6eStember

Hurricane losses,  high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.
Names and other details were not released by 

the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 

the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.
“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 

be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.
“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.
But it also could mean a short-term increase 

in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.
Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-

ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.
The state announced last month that a “road-

killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for M usical
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Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.
Florida’s Gulf Coast is 

the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.
According to prelim-

inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.
March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SO PCH O PPY  F O U R TH  O F  J U L Y

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SN
OWDEN 

Editor

The resentenc
ing of 

Guerry Wayne H
ertz and 

Jason Looney 
on mur-

der charges is
 sched-

uled to get und
erway on 

June 19 with ju
ry selec-

tion.
The question 

before 

jurors will be 
whether 

or not Hertz an
d Looney 

should be sent
enced to 

death for the 19
97 mur-

ders of Melan
ie King 

and Keith Sp
ears. At 

their 1999 tri
al, Hertz 

and Looney we
re found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree
 murder 

and, by a vote
 of 10-2, 

the jury recom
mended 

death, which 
was or-

dered by the co
urt.

(A third man in
volved 

in the murde
rs, Jim-

my Dempsey, 
testified 

against Hertz 
and Loo-

ney at the tria
l in ex-

change for a se
ntence of 

life in prison.)

The only issu
e be-

fore the jurors
 will be 

whether to rec
ommend 

a death sente
nce. The 

guilt of Hertz 
and Loo-

ney is not at is
sue, and 

they will neve
r be re-

leased from pri
son even 

if a jury recom
mends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, ther

e was 

not a require
ment in 

Florida for a un
animous 

jury verdict for
 a death 

sentence. The 
case was 

sent back for a
 re-do of 

the death pena
lty phase 

and has been 
pending 

for several year
s.

In this year’s L
egisla-

tive session, in 
response 

to the lack of 
a unan-

imous jury ve
rdict for 

the death pena
lty at the 

trial of Parkla
nd High 

School shooter
 Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida la
wmakers 

changed the sta
ndard to 

an 8-4 vote for 
death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Her
tz, noted 

at a docket 
sounding 

hearing on We
dnesday, 

June 7, that 
the de-

fense team ha
d antic-

ipated a chang
e in the 

law on jury verd
icts, but 

had anticipated
 the law 

would go into 
effect on 

Oct. 1 – which
 is why 

the defense ha
d agreed 

to set the rese
ntencing 

for June 19. T
he Flori-

da Legislature m
ade the 

change in jury
 verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears- King murders 25  years ago,  will have a re- do of the death penalty phase of their trial
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Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

Warned by their
 accountant tha

t they are facing
 

financial ruin if 
they don’t do so

mething, St. Ma
rks 

City Commissi
oners voted to

 raise sewer ra
tes 

75% – which w
ould translate 

to a $46 increa
se 

per month on r
esidential utilit

y bills.

It was roughly
 estimated tha

t the increase
 

would translate
 into an additio

nal $183,000 in
to 

the city’s utility
 fund.

City commissio
ners voted 3-1 

for the increase
, 

with the motio
n made by Dan

 Albers, second
ed 

by Paula Bell,
 and supporte

d by Mayor Pa
ul 

Sheddan. Steve
 Remke was the

 lone vote again
st 

the increase. R
emke had mad

e a motion ear
lier 

for a 50% incre
ase that was se

conded by Bell 
for 

discussion and
 was ultimately

 voted down 1-
3. 

City Commissio
n Sharon Rudd

 was absent du
e 

to illness.
The meeting roo

m at City Hall w
as full of citizens

 

on Thursday, J
une 8, but none

 seemed especia
lly 

upset by the sh
arp increase in

 rates. 

One citizen did 
suggest that the

re must be mon
-

ey to cut, and M
ayor Sheddan a

ppeared irritate
d 

at the comment
. The mayor rep

lied that city co
m-

missioners had
 cut everything 

they could think
 of, 

but there was 
no way to mak

e enough finan
cial 

cuts to get out 
of the problem.

 Several residen
ts 

in the audience
 suggested just

 going ahead w
ith 

a 100% increas
e to get the pai

n over with.

It was noted tha
t the city had be

en slow to raise
 

its utility rates
 – there had on

ly been a 12% 
in-

crease over the 
past several yea

rs, which would
n’t 

be enough to k
eep up with inf

lation.

As part of finan
cial cuts, the c

ity commission
 

has cut the pay 
of City Manager

 Zoe Mansfield a
nd 

Ethel Jefferson
 by going to a fo

ur-day workwe
ek.

Mayor Shedda
n was also pr

epared at the
 

meeting to sug
gest a reorgani

zation of city s
taff 

by removing P
ublic Works fr

om under the 
city  

manager, and a
ltering the title o

f the city manag
er 

to administrati
ve manager.

City Attorney Ro
n Mowrey told S

heddan that the
 

city charter ref
ers specifically 

to a city mana
ger 

position and du
ties. He said in

terference by c
ity 

commissioners
 in the city man

ager’s duties wa
s a 

first-degree mis
demeanor. Mow

rey told Shedda
n 

that the change
 he was propos

ing would requ
ire 

advertising and
 then a referend

um for city vote
rs 

to approve.
Sheddan appea

red disappointe
d in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’
s last meeting 

as city attorney
. 

He had represe
nted St. Marks

 for many years
. 

He told city com
missioners tha

t he had prac-

ticed law for 54
 years and wou

ld turn 80 in th
e 

summer, sayin
g it was time fo

r him to retire.

In another mat
ter, Shadrach H

ines of the St. 

Marks Waterfr
onts committe

e announced t
he 

group had rais
ed enough mo

ney for Fourth
 of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said
 the city’s first c

ommunity mar-

ket was a succ
ess. The next o

ne is set for Ju
ne 

24 from 9 a.m.
 to 1 p.m.

R obyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

The Wakulla S
prings 

Alliance made
 a pitch 

to the county’s
 Charter 

Review Commi
ttee for a 

proposed ballot
 initiative 

that would exp
and the 

Wakulla Spring
s pro-

tection area o
r create 

a Spring Creek
 special 

planning area.

The Charter R
eview 

Committee has bee
n 

meeting over 
the past 

few months to
 look at 

possible chang
es to the 

county’s govern
ing doc-

ument. It is re
quired to 

be reviewed e
very 10 

years.
Chad  Hanso

n ,  a 

member of the
 Wakulla 

Springs Allianc
e, did a 

PowerPoint pre
sentation 

at the Charte
r Review 

Committee’s m
eeting on 

Tuesday, June
 6 at the 

community cen
ter.

Hanson’s pres
enta-

tion went thro
ugh the 

historical deg
radation 

of the springs
 due to 

nitrogen in grou
ndwater 

from septic sys
tems and 

the City of Talla
hassee’s 

Tram Road sp
rayfield. 

It reached th
e point 

in 2008 that t
he state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protect
ion 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologic
ally im-

paired.”
Hanson noted

 that 

there has bee
n some 

recovery in rece
nt years, 

“but it’s nowh
ere near 

where it should
 be.”

The implications of 

expanding th
e zone 

would be, for vu
lnerable 

areas in the ba
sin map, 

which includes
 much of 

Crawfordville:

• 3equire adWanced 

wastewater tr
eatment 

standards fo
r septic 

tanks, with se
wer pre-

ferred;
• -ow imQact deWeloQ-

ment such as t
wo units 

per acre on sep
tic, or no 

more than five 
units on 

sewer;
• and no 'uture -and 

Use Map ame
ndments 

for  more tha
n 1 unit 

on 2 acres (o
n sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS
) without 

enforceable dev
elopment 

agreement.
Some members

 of the 

Charter Revie
w Com-

mittee questio
ned if 

expanding the
 springs 

protection zone
 was an 

appropriate iss
ue – with 

committee mem
ber An-

drew Riddle, w
ho also 

chairs the coun
ty plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson
 is also 

a member), as
ked if it 

wasn’t more pr
operly an  

issue to be ad
dressed 

in the county’s
 compre-

hensive plan. R
iddle also 

questioned the 
impact of 

such a change o
n county 

building regula
tions.

Committee member 

John Shuff no
ted that 

the Wakulla Sp
rings ba-

sin encompass
es 1,300 

square miles –
 much of 

which is in Leo
n Coun-

ty – and questio
ned why 

Leon doesn’t he
lp shoul-

der the burden
 of clean-

ing up the 7,00
0 septic 

tanks in its jur
isdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz wen
t forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expa
nsion of 

the springs pr
otection 

zone as a ballot
 question 

– and the mo
tion was 

seconded by co
mmittee 

member David 
Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell e
xpressed 

disappointmen
t at the 

motion and said
 it should 

properly be bro
ught up 

on next month’
s agenda 

as new busine
ss. Artz 

withdrew her m
otion.

At the end of the
 meet-

ing, County Adm
inistra-

tor David Edw
ards ex-

pressed his opi
nion that 

expansion of th
e springs 

protection zon
e would 

have major imp
lications. 

He pointed to
 the im-

pact on the Craw
fordville 

Town Plan and
 said the 

change would 
take the 

county’s zonin
g regula-

tions and toss 
them out 

the window.
“It would paraly

ze the 

county from a
 growth 

perspective,” 
Edwards 

said.
The issue of

 DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$35 per 

year
in county
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By JOANN SANDERS

Hurricanes pose a real 
threat for Wakulla Coun-
ty during the six-month 
long Atlantic hurricane 
season, which runs from 
June 1 until November 
30. Just last month, Hur-
ricane Idalia made histo-
ry by being the first major 
storm to track through 
Apalachee Bay. Anxiety 
was high as she spun to-
ward Wakulla’s coastline 
before finally veering east 
and making landfall near 
Keaton Beach as a Cate-
gory 3 storm. Idalia came 
way too close for comfort 
and was a timely remind-
er for us all to make sure 
we’re ready for such a 
major natural disaster. 
If you haven’t done so al-

ready, now is the time to 
make an emergency plan 
for your family. And be-
cause pets are family too, 
you should always in-
clude them in your plans! 
Job No. 1 is making 

sure your pets are mi-
crochipped and/or wear-
ing a collar with ID tags. 
When pets have the prop-
er identification, it is a 
simple matter for anyone 
who finds them to con-
tact you. 
If you have to evacu-

ate your home, DO NOT 
LEAVE YOUR ANIMALS 
BEHIND. 
According to floridadi-

saster.org, it is unlikely 
your pets would survive 
on their own, and if by 
some chance they do, you 
may not be able to find 

them when you return. 
Remember, finding 

shelter for your pets in 
the midst of a disaster 
will prove to be difficult, 
if not impossible, so it is 
imperative that you plan 
ahead. 
Indeed, “the time to re-

pair the roof is when the 

sun is shining.” 
Do not wait 

until a storm is 
knocking at your 
door to make 
p r epa ra t i ons . 
Animal shelters 
will be overbur-
dened caring for 
the animals they 
already have, so 
call ahead to find 
pet-friendly ho-
tels or boarding 
facilities. 
You can also 

check with friends and 
relatives who live outside 
the danger zone to see if 
they may be able to of-
fer refuge until the storm 
passes. 
If at all possible, it 

is best for pets to stay 
with their families during 

an evacuation event, 
so make sure you have 
enough supplies on hand 
to care for them for at 
least two weeks. Your pet 
disaster supply kit should 
include:

• .edications and 
medical records (stored 
in a waterproof container) 
and a first aid kit.

• -eashes, harnesses, 
and/or carriers to trans-
port pets safely and en-
sure that your animals 
cannot escape.

• " Qhoto of you and 
your pet(s) – in the event 
you are separated from 
your pet, having an up-
dated photo will help to 
prove ownership. 

• 'ood, water, Cowls, 
cat litter/pan, and can 
opener.

• 4Qecial toys and Ced-
ding, if you have room. 
Keep in mind that just 

like you, your pets will 
feel the stress of an evac-
uation. Natural disasters 
are very disruptive and 
wreak havoc on familiar 
routines. Give lots of love 
and attention during this 
time, and exercise pa-
tience with them as they 
weather the storm with 
you. 

'or more information 
on disaster prepared-
ness, please visit the web-
site floridadisaster.org. 
Wakulla Animal Services 
can be reached at 850-
926-0902.

Joann Sanders is a vol-
unteer for Wakulla Animal 
Services.

Prepare for hurricane season with your pets

By BRIAN ENGLISH

What workers an-
ticipate in terms of 
retirement income 
sources may differ 
considerably from 
what retirees actually 
exQerience. 'or many 
people, retirement in-
come may come from 
a variety of sources. 
Here’s a quick re-

view of the six main 
sources:

SOCIAL SECURITY

Social Security is 
the government-ad-
ministered retirement 
income program. 
Workers become el-

igible after paying So-
cial Security taxes for 
10 years. Benefits are 
based on each work-
er’s 35 highest earn-
ing years. 
If there are few-

er than 35 years of 
earnings, non-earning 
years are averaged in 
as zero. 
In 2022, the aver-

age monthly bene-
fit was estimated at 
$1,625.1,2

PERSONAL SAVINGS 
AND INVESTMENTS

Personal savings 
and investments out-
side of retirement 
plans can provide in-

come during retire-
ment. 
Retirees often prefer 

to go for investments 
that offer monthly 
guaranteed income 
over potential returns.

INDIVIDUAL 
RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNT

Traditional IRAs 
have been around 
since 1974. Contri-
butions you make to 
a traditional IRA may 
be fully or partially 
deductible, depending 
on your individual cir-
cumstances. 
In most circum-

stances, once you 
reach age 73, you 
must begin taking 
required minimum 
distributions from a 
Traditional Individual 
Retirement Account 
(IRA). 
Withdrawals from 

Traditional IRAs are 
taxed as ordinary in-
come and, if taken be-
fore age 59½, may be 
subject to a 10% fed-
eral income tax pen-
alty. 
You may continue 

to contribute to a Tra-
ditional IRA past age 
70½ as long as you 
meet the earned-in-
come requirement.
Roth IRAs were cre-

ated in 1997. Roth IRA 
contributions cannot 
be made by taxpayers 
with high incomes. 
To qualify for the 

tax-free and penal-
ty-free withdrawal of 
earnings, Roth IRA 
distributions must 
meet a five-year hold-
ing requirement and 
occur after age 59½. 
Tax-free and pen-

alty-free withdrawals 
also can be taken un-
der certain other cir-
cumstances, includ-
ing as a result of the 
owner’s death. 
The original Roth 

IRA owner is not re-
quired to take min-
imum annual with-
drawals.

DEFINED 
CONTRIBUTION 

PLANS

Many workers are 
eligible to participate 
in a defined-contribu-
tion plan such as a 
401(k), 403(b), or 457 
plan. 
Eligible workers 

can set aside a portion 
of their pre-tax in-
come into an account, 
which then accumu-
lates, tax-deferred.
In most circum-

stances, you must 
begin taking required 
minimum distribu-
tions from your 401(k) 
or other defined con-
tribution plan in the 
year you turn 73. 
Withdrawals from 

your 401(k) or other 
defined contribution 
plans are taxed as or-
dinary income, and if 
taken before age 59½, 
may be subject to a 
10% federal income 
tax penalty.

DEFINED BENEFIT 
PLANS

Defined benefit 
plans are “tradition-
al” pensions—employ-
er–sponsored plans 
under which benefits, 
rather than contribu-
tions, are defined. 
Benefits are nor-

mally based on factors 

such as salary history 
and duration of em-
ployment. 
The number of tra-

ditional pension plans 
has dropped dramat-
ically during the past 
30 years.3

CONTINUED 
EMPLOYMENT

In a recent survey, 
71% of workers stated 
that they planned to 
keep working in retire-
ment. In contrast, only 
31% of retirees report-
ed that continued em-
ployment was a major 
or minor source of re-
tirement income.4

EXPECTED VS. 
ACTUAL SOURCES 
OF INCOME IN 
RETIREMENT

What workers an-
ticipate in terms of 
retirement income 
sources may differ 
considerably from 
what retirees actually 
experience.
1. SSA.gov, 2022
2. AARP.org, June 

8, 2021
3. Investopedia.

com, July 18, 2022
4. EBRI.org, 2022

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 926-
7487. 

Securities offered 
through Securities 
America, Inc., member 
FINRA/SIPC and ad-
visory services offered 
through Securities 
America Advisors, Inc., 
Brian C. English, Rep-
resentative. English 
Financial Group and 
Securities America are 
unaffiliated.

Where will your retirement 
money come from?

By AL HARTMAN
The Old Pro

Hope all is well with 
you. Looks like sum-
mer is hanging on at its 
best. 
The fishing is still 

the same, go early or go 
late to fish the flats and 
shore line. Midday go 
up rivers and streams. 
'ind a deeQ hole and 
drop a shrimp or grub 
and bounce it along the 
bottom. Some nice fish 
have been coming out 
of those holes. 
Offshore, the deep 

colder waters are pro-
ducing some good 
mixed variety. Grouper, 
seabass and trigger 
fish. The deeper holes 
you’ll find Amberjack 
in numbers.
Don’t look now but 

hunting season is 
cranking up. Dove first 
run starts Sept. 23 and 
runs till Oct. 15. Sept. 
16 is Teal and Wood 
duck. It closes Sept. 
20. Sept. 21 to 24 is 
Teal only. (o to .y'-
WC.com for bag limits 
and times. Rail season 
has already started 
along with Moorhens, 
and runs until Nov. 9. 
Canada goose first sea-
son started Sept. 2 and 
runs until Sept. 24.
We are so lucky with 

the hunting and fishing 
opportunities we have 
in Wakulla County. We 
have all sorts of fresh-
water fish and a won-
derful bounty of game 

to hunt. The deer herd 
continues to grow and 
with the regulations we 
have on them the Bucks 
are producing beautiful 
racks. The new regu-
lations set a few years 
back increased the size 
limits on buck antlers 
and they produce larg-
er racks.
I have had sever-

al great experiences 
hunting Wakulla man-
agement areas. One 
day I was hunting the 
St. Marks manage-
ment area and I had to 
cross a narrow creek. It 
was just wide enough 
I couldn’t step across 
it, and I didn’t have 
waterproof boots, so I 
picked out a log a few 
feet away. I stepped on 
the log and it turned to 
be a moss covered ga-
tor about 8 feet long. 
What a surprise! And I 
got very wet, lol. 
Thank goodness it 

didn’t bother me as it 
scurried off.
 Another time there 

I was with a friend 
during a bow hunt and 
we came across a rath-
er large Boar hog. Well, 
my friend picked up 
a rock and threw it at 
the hog. It snorted and 
charged us. We quick-
ly climbed a tree. He 
was about 350 to 400 
pounds and didn’t care 
for stones bouncing off 
him. 
But the best part 

was he decided to take 
a nap at the bottom of 
the tree and kept us 
hanging on, very un-
comfortably, for two 
hours before he decid-
ed to move on. 
That’s just a couple 

of things I think back 
on and I have so many 
more I’ll share from 
time to time.  

Scalloping? 
Look for sharks
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

• Sales
• Rentals
• Storage Unit 

Rentals     
8x10 - $66.65 
10x12 $98.90 (850)926-5084

www.WakullaRealty.com 
�� $edar "venue
 $raXGordville • P0 #oY ���
 $raXGordville F- �����

Lic. Real Estate Broker and Associates

Karen Williams 
(850) 567-8279

Sonya Hall 
(850) 528-0857

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY

October is National 
Dental Hygiene Month. 
Maintaining good den-
tal hygiene is not only 
essential for a bright 
smile but also for over-
all health. Poor oral 
health can lead to var-
ious dental issues, in-
cluding cavities, gum 
disease, and even oth-
er health problems 
throughout the body. 
Fortunately, there are 
several simple yet ef-
fective ways to ensure 
your teeth and gums 
stay healthy. 
The cornerstone of 

any effective dental hy-
giene routine is regu-
lar brushing. Dentists 
recommend brush-
ing your teeth at least 
twice a day, ideally in 
the morning and be-
fore bedtime. Use a 
soft-bristle toothbrush 
and fluoride toothpaste 
to remove plaque, food 
particles, and bacteria 
from your teeth and 
gums. Brushing not 
only keeps your breath 
fresh but also prevents 
the buildup of harmful 

plaque that can lead to 
cavities and gum dis-
ease.
Be sure to brush 

properly for the most 
benefit. Hold the tooth-
brush at a 45-degree 
angle to your gums 
and use gentle circu-
lar motions to clean all 
surfaces of your teeth. 
Do not forget to brush 
your tongue as well to 
remove bacteria that 
can cause bad breath.
While brushing is 

crucial, it cannot reach 
all the areas between 
your teeth and along 
the gumline. That is 
where flossing comes 
in. Dental floss helps 
remove trapped food 
particles and plaque 
from these hard-to-
reach places. Make it 
a habit to floss at least 
once a day, ideally be-
fore bedtime. Use a 
gentle back-and-forth 
motion and be careful 
not to snap the floss 
against your gums, as 
this can cause injury.
If traditional floss-

ing is challenging, con-
sider using floss picks 
or interdental brush-
es, which can be more 
convenient and just as 
effective.
Mouthwash and an-

tiseptic rinses can be 
valuable additions to 
your dental hygiene 
routine. These prod-
ucts can help kill bac-
teria, reduce plaque 
buildup, and fresh-

en your breath. Look 
for mouthwashes and 
rinses that contain 
fluoride for added pro-
tection against tooth 
decay.
Please keep in mind, 

however, that mouth-
wash is not an ade-
quate substitute for 
proper brushing. It’s 
essential to use these 
products as a com-
plement to, not a re-
placement for, regular 
brushing and floss-
ing. Rinses should be 
swished around your 
mouth for the recom-
mended time on the 
label and then spit 
out. Avoid swallow-
ing them, as they may 
contain ingredients 
that are not meant to 
be ingested.
What you eat can 

significantly impact 
your dental health. A 
diet rich in sugary and 
acidic foods can con-
tribute to tooth decay 
and gum disease. Lim-
it your consumption 
of candies, soda, and 
other sugary snacks, 
and opt for healthier 
alternatives like fruits, 
vegetables, and whole 
grains.
Calcium-rich foods 

like dairy products, 
leafy greens, and al-
monds can help 
strengthen your teeth. 
Drinking plenty of wa-
ter throughout the day 
also aids in rinsing 
away food particles 

and maintaining opti-
mal saliva production, 
which is crucial for 
neutralizing acids and 
protecting your teeth.
Even with a diligent 

home dental care rou-
tine, regular visits to 
the dentist are crucial 
for maintaining good 
dental hygiene. Den-
tists can detect early 
signs of dental issues 
and provide profes-
sional cleanings to re-
move stubborn plaque 
and tartar. Aim to see 
the dentist at least ev-
ery six months or as 
recommended by your 
oral healthcare pro-
vider. These visits can 
prevent minor issues 
from turning into ma-
jor dental problems 
and ensure your smile 
stays healthy and 
bright.
Maintaining good 

dental hygiene is not 
a difficult task, but 
it requires consis-
tency and diligence. 
A healthy smile goes 
beyond aesthetics; it 
is an essential part of 
overall well-being. So, 
make dental hygiene 
a priority in your daily 
routine, and enjoy the 
benefits of a beautiful 
and healthy smile for 
years to come.

For more informa-
tion, please contact 
Samantha Kennedy at 
(850) 926-3931.

Healthy teeth, healthier body
A regular regimen of proper brushing, �ossing, and rinsing can help keep teeth healthy and promote overall better 

health.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA KENNEDY, UF/IFAS WAKULLA COUNTY
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From Front Page

legendary coach J.D. 
Jones, made it back 
to the playoffs after a 
10 year drought, but 
lost in the first round 
to Crestview.
Jones had won two 

state championships 
in the 1980s, and 
was inducted into the 
Florida High School 
Athletic Association 
Hall  of  Fame and 
the Florida Athletic 
Coaches Hall of Fame.
Savary  says  he 

remembers lessons 
learned from Coach 
Jones that he still 
carries with him to-
day. One of those is 
about giving people 
second chances. 
“As a junior, I was 

going to quit,” Savary 
says. “I’d turned in 
my equipment and ev-
erything.” But Savary 
changed his mind. 
“Coach Jones let me 
back on the team.”
Savary estimates 

he played 13 seconds 
as a junior. After be-
ing given a second 
chance, as a senior he 
played in every game.
He says he wasn’t 

the kind of player who 
was going to make a 
difference in winning 
or losing, he says, a 
smallish lineman and 
second string line-
backer. 
“He probably never 

thinks about it,” Sa-
vary says of Jones. 
But it’s stuck with 
me and allowed me 
to give other people a 
second chance when 
it’s deserved.”
Savary also fondly 

remembers working 
with offensive line 
coach Chris Tomaini, 
who helped him with 
h is  footwork and 
leverage. “If it wasn’t 
for Coach Tomaini 
working with me – he 
was really my biggest 
supporter,” Savary 
says. “I was able to 
play my position very 
well.”
And, he adds, “I’m 

still friends with him 
to this day.”
In his day job, Sa-

vary is a Wakulla 

County deputy sher-
iff, currently assigned 
as a courthouse bai-
liff. He started with 
the sheriff’s office in 
1998 as a corrections 
officer and later was 
a road deputy. He 
moved over to crimi-
nal investigations for 
a time, then was over 
road patrol as a cap-
tain. After that he 
served as the agency’s 
public information 
officer before being 
moved to the court-
house.
In 2007, he attend-

ed the prestigious 
FBI law enforcement 
academy in Quanti-
co, Va.  A four-month 
training that only 
about 2% of law en-
forcement officers get 
to attend.
He is appreciative 

to Sheriff Jared Mill-
er for giving him the 
time to do the ra-
dio broadcasts of the 
games. 
Savary, 47, is mar-

ried to Ashley Savary, 
who is market pres-
ident for Centennial 
Bank’s Wakulla op-
erations. The cou-
ple were high school 
sweethearts, he says.
He went into the 

U.S. Army for a three-
year stint after high 
school ,  and come 
home and got a job 
at the sheriff’s office 
while he was trying 
to figure out what he 
wanted to do. He and 
Ashley married after 

that, in 2003, and 
well celebrate their 
20th anniversary in 
November.
“She’s been a much 

better wife than I’ve 
been a husband,” he 
says. “She gives up 
Friday nights with 
me” so he can be on 
the radio. And she’s 
his biggest fan: Times 
he’s thought about 
quitting the broad-
casts, she has en-
couraged him to stay.
“She’s such a cool 

girl,” he says of his 
wife.

Another big fan is 
his mom, Evelyn Sa-
vary. “She calls me 
after every game and 
gives me a critique.”
His one regret is 

that his father, Leon-
ard, didn’t live to hear 
him on the radio. “I 
started doing it a year 
or two after my dad 
died. He would have 
realled liked it.”
He remembers be-

ing a kid and listening 
to the radio broad-
casts of FSU games 
with his dad, hear-
ing sportscaster Gene 

Deckerhoff – some 
of which Savary ac-
knowledges he in-
corporates into his 
broadcasts.
One of his fondest 

memories as “Voice 
of the War Eagles” is 
when he was asked 
by Superintendent of 
Schools Bobby Pearce 
to broadcast and MC 
the drive-thru gradu-
ation for high school 
seniors during Covid.
“I sound so pas-

s i o n a t e  b e c au s e 
it’s football and it’s 
Wakulla football, but 
I can’t really bring 
that passion to other 
things,” he says, but 
that graduation was 
different, he adds.
In addition to foot-

ball games, Savary 
also broadcasts the 
youth league super 
bowl and the annu-
al Riversprings vs. 
Wakulla Middle game. 
Last year, he broad-
cast the Lady War 
Eagles run in the soft-
ball playoffs along 

with baseball coach 
Keith Anderson. And 
he’s hoping to add 
more sports – espe-
cially women’s sports 
– to bring to the com-
munity.
O f  the  f oo tba l l 

games, he says foot-
ball Head Coach Scott 
Klees is a big support-
er of the broadcasts. 
He says Klees consid-
ers Savary and Revell 
as part of the coach-
ing staff and includes 
them in everything – 
the pregame meal, the 
travel, team meetings.
Klees also joins Sa-

vary for the week-
ly War Eagle Report 
program, sponsored 
by Centennial Bank. 
“Our radio broad-
cast would not be as 
successful without 
his support,” Savary 
says.
And, of course, Sa-

vary is appreciates 
being given the plat-
form by WAVE 94 and 
the station’s general 
manager Doug Apple. 

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n
C a th ol ic C h urch

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 7 45-83 59

S t .  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  S e t o n

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm

1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.

Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays

Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

Chris Savary

SPRINGS

SUN 10:15a.m.
WED 7:00 p.m.

Where Love 
Abounds 
& Church 

Becomes Family
850-556-0320
850-926-4065

2028 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.

God Is Real

Springsofhope.us

JESUS 
IS KING

HE WROTE MY PLAN OF SALVATION
Psalm sixty-six and sixteen
To those who fear The Lord;

But to the world unseen,

Come and hear, all ye that fear God,
And I will declare what He hath done for my soul.

He wrote my plan of salvation,
Long before I would know!

Every twist, every turn, you endured today
Was all part of His great plan,
Taking you the narrow way!

I traveled the road; to my own self’s end
I found Christ waiting there,

To gather me in,

The hauntings from the past, tried to take their stand
but had no ground!
For by God’s love, 

Was I miraculously found!

I cried at thy beauty O’ Lord!
As I soaked in thy holy presence,

Completely yielded with all, awe and reverence!

I was so small!
Who am I, that thou art mindful of me?

O the wonders thou done,
When I did believe!

The time of my salvation;
Was perfectly, written therein;

When I was blinded to me,
Then I saw Him! Tony Duncan

-All Glory Given to Jesus 



Page 6 – SUN MONTHLY, October, 2023 

5125 Woodlane Circle Tallahassee, FL 32303

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, Maintenance, 

Installation and Upgrades! 
Our skilled technicians can get an older model running 
smoothly again. We can also replace your old unit for a 

New, Upgraded, More Ef� cient Model! 

Whatever your HVAC needs, call A & W Services 
Heating & Air now for expertise you can count on.

(850) 504-6053

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience

servicesA&W
AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Lic. # CAC1815061

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

From the desk of 
Sheriff Miller,

Golf carts have 
become increasingly 
popular in Wakulla 
County over the last 
10 years or so. 
Currently Wakul-

la County has a 
total of four desig-
nated golf cart com-
munities through-
out the county, with 
a handful of other 
private neighbor-
hoods which also 

allow their use. 
I wanted to take 

time this month to 
write about the law 
that governs golf 
cart use and some 
recent changes to 
this law made by 
the legislature.
First and fore-

most, it is import-
ant for everyone to 
know where golf 
carts can legally be 
driven on the road-
way. 
In Wakulla those 

places are limited 
to designated golf 
cart communities 
such as Shell Point 
or Panacea, or a pri-
vate neighborhood 
roadway such as 
River Plantation. 
There is a statu-

tory process set by 
the legislature that 
citizens must go 
through to obtain 

a designation as a 
golf cart commu-
nity. Within those 
designated areas 
golf carts are only 
allowed on the lo-
cally maintained 
“side roads” not on 
a main thorough-
fare such as Coast-
al Highway (unless 
crossing it). 
Beyond that Golf 

carts are not legally 
allowed to be driven 
on a public road-
way. 
It has become 

quite common for 
citizens in many of 
our neighborhoods 
to utilize golf carts 
to travel within the 
neighborhood. 
While I am not 

going to make it a 
priority for deputies 
to cite such drivers, 
please understand 
that you may be 

cited, and you cer-
tainly are putting 
yourself in a nega-
tive position if you 
were to be involved 
in some sort of ac-
cident. 
Please know that 

nowhere in the 
county, golf cart 
community or oth-
erwise, is it legal to 
drive a golf cart on 
a main/state road-
way or a road that 
exceeds a posted 
speed limit of 35 
mph.
Lastly, a fact that 

often gets over-
looked by those 
who are using a golf 
cart in a designated 
community is that 
there are some stat-
utory requirements 
to do so. 
Golf carts are 

supposed to have a 
flag which is visible 

from both ends of 
the cart, and are not 
to exceed 15 mph. 
Additionally, if a 

golf cart is legally to 
be driven at night 
it much have both 
headlights and rear 
lights. 
The one major 

change the Florida 
Legislature added to 
the rules this year 
is the requirement 
that drivers under 
the age of 18 pos-
sess at least a val-
id learners permit, 
and those over 18 
have at least an ID 
card. 
Prior to this 

change those 14 
years of age and 
older could legally 
do so, this is no lon-
ger the case. 
I want to encour-

age anyone who 
routinely drives a 

golf cart or who is 
interested in utiliz-
ing a golf cart with-
in Wakulla County 
to go read Florida 
Statue 316.212 or 
call and speak with 
Lt. Yarbrough at 
850-745-7186 for 
more information.
Please make sure 

that you are enjoy-
ing your golf cart in 
a safe and legal way 
to avoid possible 
problems. 
As always, if I or 

anyone in my ad-
ministration can be 
of any help, please 
feel free to call us, 
850-745-7100 911 
for emergencies.
 
Your Sheriff,
Jared F. Miller

Jared Miller is 
sheriff of Wakulla 
County.

Be aware of changes in the law on driving golf carts

(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm •  Sat. 8am - 4pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 11/3/23

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF$5 OFF

Ask for 
Military 
Discount

OPEN
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637
Fax: 850-984-5698 

1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 
http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

R honda A. C arroll ,  M A I
State Certifl ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 8 5 0 - 9 2 6 - 6 1 1 1  • 850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

V i s i t  O u r  W e b s i t e  a t :  w w w . c a r r o l l a p p r a i s a l . c o m

• Over 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville
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By ERIK LOVESTRAND

Just about every-
one has heard this old 
expression “dynamite 
comes in small packag-
es.” It is usually invoked 
in reference to someone 
of small stature who 
punches up in weight 
class. Well buddy, if you 
have ever unwittingly 
disturbed a yellow jacket 
nest, you know the true 
meaning behind that 
saying. I have personal-
ly gathered a significant 
amount of data on this 
topic over the years, to 
the point that I have de-
veloped a new Law Of 
Nature which should be 
included in every out-
door enthusiast’s train-
ing manual. More about 
this later.
Yellow jackets and 

baldfaced hornets be-
long to the insect family 
Vespidae. While larger 
than other species of 
yellow jackets, baldfaced 

hornets are more closely 
related to yellow jackets 
than to other hornets. 
Most people associate 

hornets with spherical 
paper nests usually built 
in the open and hang-
ing from a tree branch. 
Baldfaced hornets do 
this, however, the two 
other yellow jacket spe-
cies in Florida typically 
make their nests be-
low ground, with one 
or many openings. On 
occasion though, they 
will make a nest above 
ground, as seen in this 
article’s accompanying 
photo. 
Another example of 

this that I once wit-
nessed was a massive 
nest in the crown of a 
cabbage palm. It com-
pletely encircled the 
trunk like a large dough-
nut about two feet below 
the fronds and extended 
upward into the frond 
bases. Overall, it was 
about 4 feet high and 3 
feet wide.
Being social insects, 

yellow jackets have a 
fascinating life histo-
ry. Multiple queens 
are produced each fall 
and fertilized by drones 
(males) before dispers-
ing on solitary missions 
to create a new colony 
next spring. After over-
wintering in a protected 

place, she emerges and 
gets to work. Chewing 
wood fibers into a pulpy 
mass, she builds a small 
paper nest that contains 
a small comb of cells 
where she lays eggs for 
the first generation of 
workers (all infertile fe-
males). Upon hatching, 
the workers take over 
the tasks of building, 
gathering food resourc-
es, rearing brood and 
defending the colony. 
The queen’s sole duty 
now is to lay more eggs. 
In the fall of that first 
year, new queens typi-
cally leave the nest and 

the old queen dies. Upon 
her death, the colony’s 
social structure begins 
to breakdown and all 
remaining occupants 
eventually die out. On 
rare occasions, some of 
the young fertile queens 
may take up housekeep-
ing in the existing nest 
structure and contin-
ue to enlarge it. Usual-
ly though, the old nest 
is totally abandoned to 
the elements. Now, back 
to what I have learned 
from my unfortunate 
penchant to collect data 
on yellow jackets.
Lovestrand’s Law Of 

Nature: The number of 
stings you will be dealt 
upon disturbing a yellow 
jacket colony is inverse-
ly proportional to the 
rate at which you put 
distance between your-
self and said colony.
1st Corollary To 

Lovestrand’s Law Of 
Nature: The time be-
tween pain of the first 
sting and the brain’s ca-
pacity to activate your 
flight reflex, plus the 
wasted time bouncing 
off trees and climbing 
over any other persons 
in your flight path, di-
minishes in an addi-

tive fashion, the rate at 
which distance between 
yourself and the colony 
can be achieved.
2nd Corollary To 

Lovestrand’s Law Of 
Nature: The rate at 
which you put distance 
between yourself and a 
disturbed yellow jacket 
colony is also directly 
proportional to the num-
ber of stings you have 
been dealt during pre-
vious interactions with 
angry yellow jackets.
Fortunately, the most 

stings I have ever re-
ceived during a single 
incident was 13. It’s 
funny how numbers like 
that stick in your head 
but it really was quite a 
memorable experience. 
Did I mention, unlike 
honeybees, yellow jack-
ets have no barb on their 
stinger and will cling to 
you, stinging until they 
exhaust their venom 
supply? Perhaps tuck-
ing this tidbit into the 
recesses of your brain 
will somehow add an ex-
tra shot of adrenaline to 
your rate of escape and 
save you a few stings. It 
works for me.

Erik Lovestrand is a 
UF/IFAS regional Sea 
Grant agent in Wakulla, 
Franklin and Gulf coun-
ties.

Dynamite comes in small packages

Yellowjackets typically nest in the ground but occasionally in the open, as with this 
large nest under the eave of a house in Apalachicola.

PHOTO BY ERIK LOVESTRAND
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
VALUED SPONSORS

AIR-CONAIR-CONAIR-CON Of WakullaAIR-CONAIR-CON
Heating & Air

Panacea
A Waterfront Community

Panacea Waterfronts Florida Partnership

CALLAWAY 
AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

CRAWFORDVILLE

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Wakul
la

The Natural Place
to Be in Florida

C O U N T Y

WAKULLA

In memory of KWCB volunteer Woody Palmer

HOUSEH
OLD 

HAZARD
OUS 

WASTE
“NOT ALL TRASH IS 

      CREATED EQUAL”

Saturday, October 21, 2023 
Wakulla Community Center • 8 am-12 NOON or until capacity is met

318 Shadeville Rd., Crawfordville 
For Wakulla County Residential Households and Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators Only

(CESQG’s will be charged for disposal and must register by calling 850-926-7616 by October 13)

No need to wait for Amnesty Day, 
dispose of oil and e-scrap at the landfill now 

VISIT KWCB.ORG FOR 
MORE INFORMATION OR CALL 745-7111

What to bring to Household Hazardous Waste Day...
Bring your household cleaners - such as oven cleaners, wood/metal cleaner or polishers, toilet bowl cleaners, disinfectants, drain openers. 
Automotive products - such as additives, solvents, refrigerants, starter fl uid, body putty, anti-freeze, gasoline, diesel, kerosene. 
Home Improvement Products - such as non-latex paints, paint thinner, paint stripper/remover, adhesives. 
Lawn & Garden Products - such as recyclable batteries (automotive batteries, lithium-ion batteries, button cell batteries, phone batteries, nickel batteries, 
battery packs, power tool batteries), herbicides, pesticides, fungicides, wood preserver. 
Miscellaneous Hazardous Items - such as nail polish remover, fl uorescents, photo developing chemicals, pool chemicals, aerosols/compressed gas, 
reactive materials. Televisions will be accepted at this time, but NO OLD TUBE TVs. 
Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce will be accepting presciptions and ammunition. Please note that they will not be taking sharps.

The Landfi ll will accept the following items on Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays 8-5 & Saturdays 8-3. • OIL – FREE DISPOSAL * E-scrap - FREE DISPOSAL * Recyclable Material – FREE DISPOSAL 
Tires - $10 off  rim, $15 on rim (NO BIG TIRES) * TIRES WILL NOT BE TAKEN AT THIS AMNESTY DAY • Free Curbside Bulk Pickup on 1st and 3rd Saturdays. • Call 926-7010 to schedule ahead of time. (up to 2 cubic feet) 

No Latex Paint * No Household Alkaline Batteries * No Oil * No Household Trash • Free disposal of oil at the landfi ll 
• Paint will be limited to 5 gallons per resident (Latex can be dried and put in trash) • Small electronics can be donated to Goodwill or deposited in your trash. 

• Household alkaline batteries need to be placed in a container and placed in your trash (i.e. milk jug, plastic bottle, etc.) 
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Monday, October 2

• � e Wakulla County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners meets at 5 p.m. in 
the commission chambers. 
• � e Wakulla Respite Pro-
gram is available for anyone 
with memory impairment 
at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
every Monday at the Amer-
ican Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Tuesday, October 3

•� e Wakulla County 
Charter Review commis-
sion meets at 6 p.m. in the 
Wakulla county community 
center
• Sopchoppy community 
dinner is held every week 
at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Flow Yoga at 6 p.m with 
Nellie, every Tuesday.

Wednesday, October 4

• Muffi  ns with Moms Pre-
natal Support Group meets 
at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10 
a.m. at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Health Department. 
Contact Liz Neighbors at 
850-888-6078 or elizabeth.
neighbors@� health.gov for 
more information.
• A Line Dance class is held 
at 1 p.m. at the Wakulla Se-
nior Center every Wednes-
day.
• Wakulla County Coalition 
for Youth meets at 12:30 
p.m. at the public library.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday at 
the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
•Gentle Yoga and Stetching 
Class, every Wednesday, 11 
a.m. Wakulla Community 
Center. Bring a mat. Come 
early to sign in. Chair Yoga 
participants welcome. $2 
per class.

� ursday, October 5

• Th e Wakulla County 
Tourist Development 
Council meets at 2 p.m. in 
the Wakulla County Com-
munity Center.

• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo 
Night will be held at 7 p.m. 
at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every � ursday. 
� ere are concessions and 
ra�  es.
• Th e Rotary Club of 
Wakulla County meets at 
the TCC Wakulla Center at 
8:30 a.m. every � ursday.
• Gentle Yoga at 9 a.m. and 
Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with Zoe 
every � ursday. Classes are 
$12, at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP 
to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838. 
• Music Bingo, fi rst Th urs-
day each Month, at 30 
Palms in St. Marks. Pro-
ceeds benefi t the Florida 
Wild Mammal Association.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Th ursday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, October 6

• � e Wakulla War Eagles 
play St. John Paul II at J.D. 
Jones Stadium at 7 p.m.
• � e Hudson Park reopen-
ing ceremony will be held at 
10 a.m. at Hudson Park
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 8 p.m. 
every Friday at the Amer-
ican Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onees St.

Saturday, October 7

• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Saturday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Th e Panacea Community 
Garden Farmer’s Market 
will be August 5th from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. in Down-
town Panacea.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet at 
the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 10 a.m.

Monday, October 9

• � e Wakulla County Plan-
ning Commission meets at 
6 p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• Th e Wakulla County 
School Board meets in 
the school administration 
building at 5:45 p.m.
• Th e Sopchoppy City 
Council meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at City Hall.
• Gentle yoga at 9 a.m. and 
Restorative Yoga at 6 p.m 
with Zoe, every Monday at 
New Posh on 3079 Craw-
fordville Hwy. RSVP to  
newposh3079@gmail.com 
or text/call at (850) 528-
5838.

� ursday, October 12

• St. Marks City Commis-

sion meets at the St. Marks 
City Hall at 6 p.m.

Friday, October 13

• � e Wakulla War Eagles 
play the Taylor County 
Bulldogs at J.D. Jones Sta-
dium at 7 p.m. in a district 
game.
• A workshop on how 
to run for political offi  ce 
hosted by the supervisor of 
elections offi  ce will be held 
from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in 
the St. Marks room of the 
Wakulla Community center

Saturday, October 14

• Th e Wakulla County 
Historical Society will hold 
its annual meeting at the 
old courthouse at 23 High 
Drive in Crawfordville, 
starting at 12:30 p.m.
•� e Sopchoppy Commu-
nity market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 34 
Rose Street
•� e Outdoor Wakulla 
Living Festival will take 
place at Hudson Park from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Monday, October 16

• � e Wakulla County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners meets at 5 p.m. in 
the commission chambers.

• Th e American Legion 
Post 114 will be meeting at 
the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, October 17

• � e Wakulla County 
Charter Review Commis-
sion meets at 6 p.m. in 
the St. Marks Room at the 
community center.

� ursday, October 19

• Th e Wakulla County Can-
cer Support Group meets in 
the Education Center of the 
Crawfordville United Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m. � is 
group meeting is for men 
and women, regardless of 
the type of cancer. Spouses, 
caregivers, and friends are 
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 850-926-6050.

Friday, October 20

• � e Wakulla War Eagles 
travel to Tallahassee to play 
the North Florida Christian 
Eagles at 7 p.m.

Saturday, October 21

• Th e St. Marks community 
market will be held from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at 815 Port 
Leon Drive
• 1st Annual Breast Cancer 

Awareness Walk will take 
place from 9 to 10 a.m. in 
Azalea Park
 

Monday, October 23

• Th e Sopchoppy Lions 
Club meets the 4th Monday 
at the Historic Sopchoppy 
School at 6:30 p.m.

Friday, October 27

• � e regular season con-
cludes with the Wakulla 
War Eagles travel to Live 
Oak to play the Suwannee 
Bulldogs  in a district game 
at 7 p.m.

Saturday, October 28

•Th e St. Marks Brew Fest 
will be held in St. Marks 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. � e 
arts and cra� s market is 
free to all, the Brew Fest it-
self is from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and requires a ticket which 
can be purchased online for 
$30.
•� e Monarch Butter� y 
Festival will be held at the 
St. Marks Refuge visitor 
center from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
• 8th Annual Trick or Treat 
Story Walk will be held in 
Azalea and Hudson Parks 
from 5:30 to 8:30.

angie brooke hope webb

LET OUR TEAM HELP YOU TODAY!

Whether it's buying or selling a primary home or your next
vacation home in Wakulla County and the surrounding areas,

our agents have got you covered! 

1-800-451-1605 

theamericandreamnorthfloridaamericandreamnorthflorida

www.theamericamdream.house

ANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

H O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

hope webbhope webbH O P E   W E B Bhope webb
Hope@theamericandream.house

a
A

On the Horizon
� e monthly calendar of events
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Bay Area humorist
 5. Hurt
10. Icelandic poems
14. A taro corm
15. Metaphorical use 
of a word
16. It fears the hammer
17. Excessively 
quaint (British)

18. Laid-back Cali-
fornia county
19. Cook in a micro-
wave oven
20. Not late
22. Go from one 
place to another
23. Peoples living in 
the Congo
24. Popular pasta

27. Available engine 
power (abbr.)
30. Popular musician 
Charles
31. Angry
32. Spelling is one 
type
35. One who makes 
a living
37. Indicates location

38. Imperial Chinese 
dynasty
39. Small water buf-
faloes
40. Hungarian city
41. Fabric
42. Ancient kingdom 
near Dead Sea
43. Precursor to the 
EU
44. Philly footballers
45. Female sibling
46. “When Harry 
Met Sally” actress
47. Magnetic tape of 
high quality
48. Insecticide
49 Apparatus to re-
cord and transmit
52. Some is consid-
ered “dog”
55. Israeli city __ 
Aviv
56. Fencing sword
60. Ottoman mili-
tary title
61. Wise people
63. Cold wind
64. Popular type of 
shoe
65. Administrative 
district
66. A way to reveal
67. Cooked meat cut 
into small pieces

68. Actress Zellweger
69. Romanian city

CLUES DOWN
 1. Small town in 
Portugal
 2. Site of famed 
Ethiopian battle
 3. German river
 4. Christmas carols
 5. Cash machine
 6. Rough and un-
even
 7. Rumanian round 
dance
 8. Widespread oc-
currence of disease
 9. A place to relax
10. Feeling of list-
lessness
11. Coat or smear a 
substance
12. Wild mango
13. Brews
21. Belgian city
23. Con� ned condi-
tion (abbr.)
25. Swiss river
26. Small amount
27. Part of buildings
28. Vietnamese capital
29. Sailboats
32. Shelter
33. Terminated
34. Discharge

36. Snag
37. Partner to cheese
38. A container for 
co� ee
40. Spend time dully
41. Satis� es
43. Snakelike � sh
44. Consume
46. Type of student
47. Erase
49. Instruct
50. Girl’s given name
51. Jewish spiritual 
leader
52. “To __ his own”
53. North-central 
Indian city
54. Greek alphabet 
characters
57. Weapon
58. Amounts of time
59. American No-
bel physicist vital to 
MRIs
61. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
62. Witness

#HuntingLineOfCredit 
LOYALTYCU.ORG

Hunting for the best loan 
this hunting season?

Set your sight on our Hunting Line 
of Credit

Get all of the hunting gear you 
need without breaking the bank!

CROSSWORD ___________
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BINGOBINGO BINGO

13 5
22
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Florida Wild Mammal Association
All proceeds go directly to FWMA

Lots of fun 
for all… 

Especially 
the critters…

DINNER & MUSIC BINGO

FWMA

BINGO

Help For Injured & Orphaned Wildlife

13 5 5

Wednesday, October 11
Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15

Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11Wednesday, October 11
Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15Doors open at 5:30 bingo starts at 6:15

Cost: $25 per person • Cash Bar 
Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.Includes dinner, game card, raffle, and door prizes.
Seinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal HwySeinyard at Wildwood • 3870 Coastal Hwy
For more information, call 850-570-3908
FWMA is a nonpro�t 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and release of sick, injured, and orphaned wildlife in the Big Bend region (over 
1,700 per year) and is equally committed to educating the public on wildlife issues. FWMA is headquartered in Wakulla County and has served our area including 
Franklin, Je�erson, and Taylor counties for over 27 years. We receive no local, state, or federal funds; therefore rely solely on donations, fundraisers, and grants 
obtained through private foundations. We are supported by an incredible group of volunteers and members that help us with our mission.

WIP
REALTY

WIP

Thank you to our sponsors

At

“Grease” is presented by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc., 
A Concord Theatricals Company. www.concordtheatricals.com

November 2, 3 and 4 at 7pm
November 5 at 2pm

Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium
Located at 164 Yellow Jacket Avenue

in Downtown Sopchoppy, FL

Tickets on sale now at McIver Flooring in Crawfordville

IT’S ELECTRIFYIN’!
On Facebook at Wakulla Community Theater

Book, Music and Lyrics
by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey

A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

By ED BRIMNER

God recently blessed 
Wakulla County! Hur-
ricane Idalia did not 
significantly impact us.

As our neighboring 
counties work to re-
cover from significant 
hurricane property 
damage, I thought this 
would be a good time to 
discuss laws concern-
ing catastrophic prop-
erty damage. 
What is a Cata-

strophic Event? A Cat-
astrophic Event is “an 
event of misfortune or 
calamity that renders 
one or more residen-
tial improvements un-

inhabitable. The term 
does not include an 
event caused, direct-
ly or indirectly, by the 
property owner with 
the intent to damage or 
destroy the residential 
improvement.” Cata-
strophic events may 
be caused by weather 
or non-weather events. 
In other words, if your 
home burns due to 
a lightning strike or 
electrical short, that is 
a catastrophic event. 

(However, if some-
one pours gasoline on 
the floor and strikes 
a match, this is arson 
and not a catastrophic 
event). 

• In 2005, the state 
legislature took ac-
tion to protect your 
homestead cap when 
a property owner was 
repairing or replacing 
a home which suffered 
hurricane damage in 
2004. The new struc-
ture could be rebuilt to 
a maximum of 110% of 
its original square foot-
age without the new 
construction or repairs 
increasing the home-
stead’s assessed value. 

• In 2006, the state 
legislatures broad-
ened the protection to 
structures damaged or 
destroyed by any mis-
fortune or calamity, as 
long as the repairs or 
rebuild started within 
three years from the 
January 1st following 
the catastrophic event. 

• This year the state 
legislatures again 
broadened the law to 
allow a partial refund 
of property taxes for 
residential improve-
ments rendered unin-
habitable for at least 

30 days due to a cata-
strophic event that oc-
curs in 2023. 
Following a cat-

astrophic event, a 
homeowner may be 
eligible for a refund of 
a portion of proper-
ty taxes paid (for the 
year in which the cat-
astrophic event oc-
curred) if the property 
was uninhabitable for 
at least 30 days. Unin-
habitable is defined in 
statutes as the loss of 
use and occupancy of 
a residential improve-
ment for the purpose 
for which it was con-
structed resulting from 
damage to or destruc-
tion of the residential 
improvement which 
was caused by a cata-
strophic event. If your 
home was damaged 
but you were able to 
live in the home while 
repairs are made, you 
are not eligible for any 
refund of property tax-
es. 
There are lots of de-

tails surrounding this 
law change. The refund 
is for residential im-
provement only. Stat-
utes explicitly states, 
“a residential improve-
ment does not include 

a structure that is not 
essential to the use 
and occupancy of the 
residential dwelling or 
house, including, but 
not limited to, a de-
tached utility building, 
detached carport, de-
tached garage, bulk-
head, fence, or swim-
ming pool, and does 
not include land.” More 
information can be 
found at floridareve-
nue.com.
Hopefully, you will 

never need to take ad-
vantage of a refund due 
to a catastrophic event. 
However, if something 
happens, this office 
stands ready to help 
you claim any refund 
you are entitled to. Our 
customer service staff 
is available to answer 
questions at (850) 926-
0500. You can also 
visit the Property Ap-
praiser’s website www.
MyWakullaPA.com or 
visit us on our Face-
book page. 
Our goal continues 

to be Honest and Im-
partial Assessments.

Ed Brimner is Wakul-
la County Property Ap-
praiser.

Catastrophic property damage
FROM THE PROPERTY APPRAISER’S OFFICE
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Life along Newport Road
LIFE ALONG THE 

NEWPORT ROAD by 
Elizbeth F. Smith. Orig-
inally published by The 
Magnolia Monthly Press 
in 1972.

Chapter Four

From Magnolia, where 
one road branched to the 
northwest to Tallahas-
see and the other con-
tinued straight north to 
Chaires, planters lived 
in a semiwild tangle of 
swamps with the higher 
ground plowed to cot-
ton. The St. Marks Riv-
er, along which the road 
was built, is wilder and 
narrower near Newport 
than it is at the county 
line. There it widens un-
til a sawmill was operat-
ed on it south of Natural 
Bridge by a man named 
McBride, and a century 
later some of the logs 
could be seen in the bot-
tom of the river.
Seen from the river 

the western bank where 
Magnolia was located 
(which had a gristmill 
of its own) is so low it is 
impossible to visualize a 
town of 40 houses with 
a dock for ships of any 
size at all. As the river 
extends northward into 
Leon County, the shores 
are a little higher, but 
not much. In turn the 
water is shallower and 
a paddle hits rock down 
about 4 feet. This area, 
now about 12 miles 
north of St. Marks, has 
some rocky extensions 
jutting up from either 
bank, tho still hidden 
under a dense growth. 
Here in 1828 on the west 
bank was the communi-
ty of Rock Haven about 
which almost nothing is 
known. It probably did 
not last as long as Mag-
nolia, tho one can catch 
a reference to it from 
time to time.
Here we reach the 

line between Leon and 
Wakulla counties which 
became separate entities 
in 1843 when the busy 
merchants in Newport 
and St. Marks found it 
inconvenient to take the 
mule tram up to Talla-
hassee every time they 
had a deed to record. 
But the line is not a 
straight east-west one. 
East of the mule tram 
it dips southward for 
several miles and then 
turns straight east to 
the Jefferson County 
line. Dr. Francis Arlie 
Rhodes of Tallahassee 
while working on his 
doctorated at the Uni-
versity of Florida, came 
across some material 
that indicated there was 
a great deal of litigation 
over the line in 1843. It 
appeared that Benja-
min Byrd, who owned so 

much land around Mag-
nolia and also on Lake 
Miccosukee, was inter-
ested in having his land 
lie in one county or the 
other, without crossing 
the line. However, since 
his two separate pieces 
of land were at least 10 
miles apart, a line was 
drawn slightly south of 
Natural Bridge without 
touching either one. To 
have filed papers at two 
different courthouses 
over one cow pasture 
was too much trouble, 
and Benjamin Byrd was 
a busy man, as well as 
influential.
It is not very far above 

the county line that the 
St. Marks River dis-
appears beneath the 
ground for half a mile, 
then reappears again, 
though much narrow-
er, and angles eastward 
for several miles into 
Jefferson County before 
coming back into Leon 
County. By the time it 
reaches Chaires it is a 
trickle. Its fame far sur-
passes its length. 
On the plank road 

near the line is Rhodes 
Springs, previously 
known as Johnson’s 
Springs for the man 
who owned the property. 
Sometime shortly after 
World War I when Sam-
uel T. Rhodes, a turpen-
tiner of some means, 
bought the springs, it 
was renamed for the 
Rhodes family who built 
a bathhouse there, and 
many of the residents 
of nearby Woodville, or 
living on the plank road, 
spent hot summer Sun-
day afternoons bathing 
in the springs and pic-
nicking on the banks. 
The water is deep and 
clear.
A dirt road led to 

Woodville, five miles to 
the west, which was lo-
cated on the Tallahas-
see Railroad. Until 1882 
Woodville was known as 
Hodgson’ Distillery for 
Richard W.B. Hodgson, 
a turpentine man who 
shipped his naval stores 
on the railroad and was 
a trustee of the first 
public school in Wood-

ville which was found-
ed in 1856 as Hickory 
Grove Academy and has 
been in continuous use 
ever since simply as the 
Woodville Elementary 
School. About 32 years 
after the school’s start, 
Woodville had its name 
changed from Hodg-
son’s Distillery, though 
turpentining went on 
for another 70 years. 
(Today Alonzo Register 
of Tallahassee still tur-
pentines near Woodville, 
one of the last of a van-
ishing breed.) The name 
Woodville came from an 
old story that the rail-
road, when it converted 
to stream, piled enough 
wood in the tender to 
reach Woodville, where 
it had to refuel to reach 
either Tallahassee or St. 
Marks, whichever direc-
tion it was headed.
The people who lived 

between Woodville and 
Natural Bridge had the 
choice of either the rail-
road or the plank road 
to send out their cotton, 
and until the Civil War 
most of it converged on 
St. Marks and went out 
by water.
The people who lived 

east of Woodville toward 
the plank road at the riv-
er included the McDan-
iels, the Halls, the Pages, 
and the Faircloths. Mrs. 
Ida Laing of Woodville, 
who died in the fall of 
1971, used to listen to 
the stories told about the 
Natural Bridge and the 
people who lived in the 
farming areas around 
it. She remembered 
the Hall family home-
steading near Natural 
Bridge and though the 
old dwellings have long 
since tumbled down, 
their location can still be 
determined by the pear, 
plum, and crepe myrtle 
trees flowering around 
them in the spring air. 
Some of the earliest 
houses were built of 
logs and Mrs. Laing re-
calls that some of these 
houses, long since aban-
doned, were used by her 
father, J. R. French (who 
married Mary Hall) when 
he sheared his sheep. A 

man named Adams had 
lived in the house and 
near it was a large sul-
phur springs. Across the 
river and about a mile 
south of the Natural 
Bridge on the east bank 
was a Seminole village, 
Mrs. Laing was told. The 
Indians would appear 
from time to time in the 
village of Rock Haven 
in the early 1830s, but 
never caused any trou-
ble. The large sulphur 
hole was called Semi-
nole Springs, but there 
were others bubbling 
up in the swamps and 
even in the river itself. 
At this point rocks and 
a swift current made the 
river nearly impassable, 
but despite the hazards, 
people used waterways 
for nearly all their travel 
before the Civil War. In 
Florida’s Territorial pa-
pers, a request was made 
of the Army Engineers 
to cut a canal thru the 
rock formation at Natu-
ral Bridge, and one ac-
tually was, but it clogged 
up so swiftly with fallen 
branches that boats sel-
dom got through it. It 
was not the last attempt, 
for in the early 1900’s 
a man named Howard 
Waters also dug a ditch 
thru which logs could 
be floated, but the rocks 
and the rapids made log-
ging almost as difficult 
as boating.
Ida never went down 

the river in a boat be-
cause her father “had 
an opinion” about peo-
ple going down the river 
when the current was 
too swift for them to get 
back up. Still, many peo-
ple rowed up the river to 
get sulphur water and 
carry it home in barrels. 
There was also a spring 
the color of iron with wa-
ter that tasted the same.
In the early 1900’s 

the plank road could 
still be seen, the ends of 
the timber being of ran-
dom widths and worn by 
the passage of wagons 
through the decades. 
Mrs. Laing had an Aunt 
Mahalia who owned a 
male slave named Rube 
Nick. When he was freed 

after the war he con-
tinued to live with the 
family. A man in those 
days did not get to own 
his homestead, ranging 
from 120 to 160 acres, 
until he “proved it” by 
living on it for five years 
and raising crops and 
livestock.
(The plank road was 

undertaken by the Flor-
ida and Georgia Plank 
Road Company orga-
nized by Daniel Ladd 
and others in the sum-
mer of 1850 and ap-
plied to the General As-
sembly for a charter. It 
was operated as a joint 
stock venture and was 
supposed to run from 
Newport to the Georgia 
line. The company had 
to complete 20 miles in 
3 years and the state 
gave the company two 
rods on each side of the 
road plus the use of all 
timber along the right-
of-way. The road only 
got a far as Chaires in 
1853 when discussion 
of a railroad east and 
west across north Flori-
da discouraged any fur-
ther laying of the planks 
northward from Chaires 
toward Thomasville.)
Mrs. Laing’s maternal 

grandfather was Lew-
in Franklin Hall, son of 
Lewis Hall and Marie 
Faircloth. Her mater-
nal grandmother was 
the daughter of Will and 
Elizabeth Moore who, 
like most of the resi-
dents around Natural 
Bridge, came from North 
Carolina.
One of the earliest 

pioneers near Natu-
ral Bridge was William 
David McDaniel, who 
was born in Scotland 
in 1809, came to Geor-
gia, and then to Leon 
County where for years 
he served at the Wood-
ville Primitive Baptist 
Church and died in 
1891. He took to heart 
the Bible’s injunction to 
be fruitful and multiply, 
for he had 16 children 
by two wives and his 
children were witnesses 
to the skirmish known 
as the Battle of Natural 
Bridge when Yankee sol-

diers came up from the 
St. Marks lighthouse on 
the east bank of the St. 
Marks River and crossed 
the Natural Bridge to do 
battle with a group of 
teenage boys and Home 
Guard units while the 
state government was 
trying to scrounge sol-
diers from other posts 
around the state to keep 
the largely Negro troops 
from taking the capital. 
Research by Dr. Jerrell 
Shofner of F.S.U. for 
his monograph on New-
port’s leading merchant 
Daniel Ladd, indicates 
that Tallahassee was not 
the target for the troops, 
but merely the destruc-
tion of the iron works in 
Newport and the stored 
bales of cotton which 
were being held by many 
planters until the end of 
the war, some of it neces-
sitated by the fact that it 
couldn’t be shipped thru 
the northern blockade. 
Ladd owned the iron 
works which was used 
in casting machinery 
for running many of the 
grist and lumber mills in 
Middle Florida, while his 
steamboat, the SPRAY, 
was manned by a crew 
of 54 men to defend the 
coast of the upper gulf, 
and if necessary, to run 
the blockade.
Several of Rev. Mc-

Daniel’s daughters were 
on the “battlefield” after 
the rout of the Yankees 
at Natural Bridge and 
saw a half dozen Negro 
soldiers in blue uni-
forms half submerged in 
a pond. They had been 
captured and shot in 
the back by Confeder-
ate soldiers for their part 
in the battle. Accord-
ing to Susan Bradford 
Eppes, women and oth-
er non-combatants from 
Tallahassee, came down 
to explore the battlefield 
for a week after the war, 
to see if they could find 
anything (sewing kits, 
for instance, which were 
carried by soldiers) of 
value or simply as a sou-
venir of this last Confed-
erate victory. The was 
ended about six weeks 
later.
One man from Wood-

ville who was to remem-
ber it the rest of his life 
was Benjamin Franklin 
Page, married to Pastor 
McDaniel’s daughter, 
Nannie. Ben’s father, 
M. D. Page, came down 
from Hookerton, NC to 
Leon County in 1847. 
Ben served in Company 
C, 5th Florida Regiment, 
under Captain William 
Bloxham, training at 
Six Mile Pond near Bel 
Aire and fought in the 
first major battle of the 
Civil War, as well as the 
first southern victory at 

Chapter 4 of Elizabeth F. Smith’s historical book

West Florida Seminary Cadet Corps, circa 1880s. Cadets from the school fought at the Battle of Natural Bridge in 
March 1865 against Union troops who landed at the St. Marks Lighthouse and intended to cross at Natural Bridge.

PHOTO FROM FLORIDA ARCHIVES

Turn to Next Page
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VINTAGE QUILT SHOW
Historic Wakulla County Courthouse

Saturday, October 14, 2023
2:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Wakulla County Historical Society invites you to our Quilt 
Show to be held at the historic Wakulla County Court-

house, 23 High Drive, Crawfordville, FL. 
On display will be vintage quilts created by local artisans in-

cluding quilts made by our ancestors as well as newer designs. 
� e show will begin at 2:00 p.m. and conclude at 5:00 p.m.
Available for purchase are tickets for two quilts (see below). 

� e cost of the tickets will be 1 for $1 or 6 for $5. � e 
drawing will be held at our Annual Christmas Open House 
in December. You may visit the Wakulla County Historical 
Society Museum � ursday-Friday, 10 – 4 p.m. or Sat. 10 – 2 
p.m. to purchase these tickets 
in advance. � ese quilts were 
created by Diane Curlee and 
Cheryl Blose and have been 
generously donated for this 
event. All proceeds will be 

used to support the Wakulla 
County Historical Society.

Call Arlene at 850-962-2210 
to display your quilt.

*SUGGESTED DONATION, PROCEEDS BENEFIT HOMELESS PETS IN WAKULLA

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2023
9:30 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Hudson Park, Crawfordville

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, 

APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 800-435-7352

of Wakulla, Inc.

$7  Nail Trim only
$10  Pet Photos (2 digitals) 
by A Look About Photography

$7  Anal Gland Expression
$10  Bath only

All this for only a 
  $15* suggested donation!

License # CH13163

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR

AAAIRIRIRIRLLLINEINEINE

BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

14 Medallion Lane
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com
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Manassas (Bull Run). 
Hlater fought at Fred-
ericksburg and Antie-
tam (Sharpsburg) and 
Gettysburg and had 
two fingers smashed. 
Until they were ampu-
tated in a field hospital, 
he kept his smashed 
hand in some running 
water. He was “impris-
oned” in a building of 
the Gettysburg Luther-
an Seminary, and then 
went to a federal pris-
on at Ft. Delaware in 
Chesapeake Bay where 
he stayed until Sep-
tember 1864, when he 
was exchanged. Gen-
eral Grant not long af-
terward stopped the 
exchanges because 
many southern men 
went right back to 
fight. Grant knew that 
if he did not exchange 
the South would soon 
run oft of manpower, 
while the North would 
continue to find new 
recruits among immi-
grants pouring into the 
country from Europe, 
particularly the Ger-
mans and the Irish. Af-
ter the war, Ben Page 
became Woodville’s un-
official doctor. 
A post-Civil War 

group of Woodville 
veterans called them-
selves Camp Lamar for 
one of their old colonels 

and wore red and black 
cockades held togeth-
er by a pin of crossed 
hands. At encamp-
ments they wore the 
red side and at funerals 
of veterans they work 
the black side.
Another man who 

lived near Natural 
Bridge on the plank 
road was Weld Ham-
lin, son of John Hamlin 
of Magnolia and Port 
Leon. Weld was named 
for his Uncle Weld 
who died in Magnolia 
in 1829. The second 
Weld was born in 1830 
and in 1852 married 
Celia Barrow of Talla-
hassee. Of John’s six 
children, he was prob-
ably the best educat-
ed, because he went 
up to Maine, where the 
Hamlin’s originated, 
to attend school while 
living with his Uncle 
Franklin Ladd, a por-
trait painter and broth-
er of Daniel Ladd who 
owned the iron works 
in Newport. This Maine 
upbringing of Weld’s 
may have prompted his 
desertion during the 
Civil War, for he went 
into Gamble’s Artillery 
and deserted, living 
out much of the war 
in Gum Swamp south 
of the Pinhooks where 
his wife brought him 
food from time to time. 
After the war Weld was 

a turpentiner near Nat-
ural Bridge, having 
many Negro workers. 
Once one of the went 
after Weld with a pull-
er and Weld shot him 
in the stomach. The 
man collapsed on the 
ground and Weld went 
to get him some water. 
But it was already too 
late and the man died 
before Weld got back 
with it.
Another man who 

moved up the plank 
road from Magnolia was 
James Skipper. The 
first James had been a 
merchant and druggist 
in Newport and his son 
of the same name was 
a cooper and a mer-
chant. He is buried in 
the Skipper cemetery 
near Chaires. During 
the Civil War, James 
Skipper served as sub-
stitute for Samuel P. 
Chaires of Verdura, go-
ing into Capt. Gamble’s 
light Artillery, the same 
unit in which Weld 
Hamlin had served. 
Their two homes on 
the plank road were 
only several miles 
apart (that is, Skipper 
and Chaires, tho the 
Hamlin home was only 
a short distance fur-
ther south) and James 
probably longed to get 
into the fight because 
he had lost his wife 
and two children in the 
1850’s, probably to yel-
low fever. James was 
born in 1822. (It is pos-

sible here that James 
W. Skipper was only 
one man, not father 
and son.) Skipper was 
killed during the war 
and Samuel Chaires 
then had to serve for 
his substitute. Samuel 
was sent to Baldwin to 
keep the Union troops 
from coming west from 
Jacksonville (which 
they occupied at four 
different times during 
the war) and fought 
at Olustee (or Ocean 
Pond) to stop their ex-
pedition. Then when 
the Yankees landed 
at the St. Marks light-
house and headed up 
to Natural Bridge, he 
was sent back to fight 
a battle virtually in 
the backyard of Ver-
dura, after which he 
went back to Baldwin 
although the war was 
nearly over.
Meanwhile people 

along the plank road 
kept marrying among 
each other, McDan-
iel’s and Hamlin’s and 
Hall’s and Skipper’s 
and Blocker’s and Bar-
rows’ and Rhodes’s and 
others into the third 
and fourth generations.
(To be continued)

The Wakulla County 
Historical Society Muse-
um is in the Old Jail at 
24 High Drive in Craw-
fordville. Our gift shop 
offers locally handcraft-
ed items and books by 
local authors.

Newport Road

Family owned & operated

Monday - Saturday 11 am - 10 pm
Sunday Noon - 9 pm

(850) 745-8676
2000 Crawfordville Highway Suite D - Across from Wal Mart

FRESH DOUGH MADE DAILY IN HOUSE
Homemade Sauces • Premium Fresh Toppings

Rich Flavors • Generous Portions



Page 14 – SUN MONTHLY, October, 2023 

Saturday Oct 28, 2023 • 11:00 am - 4:00pm • DOWNTOWN ST. MARKS FLORIDA
Come join us for a fantastic day of craft beer, delicious food and Local Vendors  at St. Marks Brew Fest: 

Crafts & Drafts! Get ready to indulge in a wide variety of unique brews crafted by local breweries. 
This event is the perfect opportunity to discover new flavors and mingle with fellow beer enthusiasts.

Stone Crab Season 
Opens Sunday, October 15
Available Sunday after 6p.m. 
& throughout the season. 
Come enjoy dockside dining 
overlooking beautiful 
St. Marks River under the TikiRIVERSIDEBAY.COM

STO N E  C R A B
F E A ST

Saturday, Oct . 28

LIVE MUSIC with 
PUBLIC ADDRESS 
Live music starts at 4p.m.

ANY FURTHER SOUTH 
AND YOU’RE ALL WET!

COME JOIN US FOR A TASTE 
OF THE ISLAND LIFE!

850-926-5668

69 Riverside Dr. St. Marks, Florida

Wakul
la

The Natural Place
to Be in Florida

 
SunBlest
Gardens

Saturday & Sunday 
October 7 & 8
9 AM to 2 PM

wholesale pricing
  

|
  

children's activities 
   

874 Commerce Blvd. Crawfordville, FL 32327 

Local vendors  |  food trucks  |  Free to attend    

charity give back

Dr. Karen Bartley, 
Wakulla County Health 
Department and 
Panacea Waterfronts 
will be at 
Woolley Park 
(48 Mound 
Street in 
Panacea, FL) 
October 28 
and 29 for 
screenings.

The MAMMOGRAM Bus

If you are 50 to 64 years of age and 
don’t have health insurance coverage, 

no problem! If you do have health 
insurance, bring your card(s).

By appointment only, please call Melissa 
at 850-528-2362 to reserve your time!
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

SERVICES

SERVICES

Raw Wildflower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
Find us on Facebook at

baileysbeesonline

Men, Women, Boys, Girls
Sing with Capital Chordsmen

Thursdays – 7p.m.
Tallahassee Senior Center

1400 N. Monroe
804-920-2819

FOR SALE SING

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART
(850) 926-4353

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof & 
gutter cleaning, concrete seal-
ing, and dryer duct cleaning.

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

Please 
Recycle

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advise Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

A Free 
Press 
Your 
Key To 
Freedom

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

TREE REMOVAL
Debri Hauling 
Tractor Work
30+ years Exp. 

Lic. & Ins. 
Free Estimates 

Mike Gibson
850-933-3237
mgibsontree@gmail.com • mikegibsontreeservice.com

Publish 
Your Story!

Only $500 
Start to Finish

You are the 
author of your life.
Included: 
Editing, Formatting, 
Book cover, 
Selling on Amazon:
In paperback, 
hardback & 
their Kindle e-book.
Contact me through 
Galah Bookstore on 

Facebook 

call me at 931-209-9131 
email at galahbookstore@gmail.com

Theresa Nichols
Author since 2008

Publisher since 2011

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways
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Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Brian C. English, Representative, 
English Financial Group and Securities America are unaffi liated.

www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com

139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL
(850) 926-7487

OCTOBER  WORKSHOP
What Baby Boomers Need To Know About
Retirement lncome
Savvy Social Security Planning for Boomers Workshop

Presenters/Financial Advisors:
BRIAN ENGLISH and JORDAN LEE

Learn the rules for…
• How your benefit will  be affected by 

  the age at which you apply
• How spousal benefits work 
• How survivor benefits work 
• How divorced-spouse benefits work 
• How benefits affect taxes 
• When should you apply

Baby Boomers 
are asking…
• Will Social Security be there for me?
• How much can I expect to receive?
• When should I apply for Social Security?
• How can I maximize my benefits?

Guard ~ Plan ~ InvestGuard ~ Plan ~ Invest

• 5 factors to consider when 
deciding to apply for benefits

• When it makes sense to delay 
benefits- and when It does not

• How to coordinate Social Security 
with your other forms of retirement 
income

The decisions you make today can  have a 
tremendous bearing on the total amount of 

benefits you stand to receive over your lifetime.

Don’t miss this valuable workshop designed especially 
for baby boomers. Seating is l imited. 

Call today to reserve a spot for you and your friends.

• At this informative seminar 
you will  learn important rules 
and strategies for collecting 
your retirement benefits.

At this workshop you 
will learn…

Tuesday, 
October 17th
RSVP by Thursday, 

October 12
Refreshments & 
Hors dóeuvres 

6:00 PM
Workshop: 

6:30PM – 7:30PM




