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Friday, August 25 at 7 p.m.

Wakulla War Eagles travel to Tallahassee
to play the Chiles Timberwa
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It's time for War Eagle football!

Player photos
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This year’s War Eagles
to watch
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PHOTO BY GERALD BROWN

War Eagle Jeremiah Thomas picks off a Madison pass and returns it to midfield. On the next play, the War Eagles would score on a pass from Haden Klees to Delvon Zanders.

Team is looking to make a championship run

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

This year’s War Ea-
gle team is loaded with
weapons.

And speed.

“There are big hopes,”
says Head Football
Coach Scott Klees, who
adds: “I think we have
the ability make a run
for a state champion-
ship.”

A talented team and
some high expectations.
The potential drawback
is whether the team has
the depth behind the
starters to make a run.

How good the back-

Wakulla Head Football
Coach Scott Klees

ups play with determine
how far the War Eagles
can go in the season and
playoffs.

Last year’s run ended
when then-junior quar-
terback Haden Klees
(son of the coach) suf-
fered a season-ending
injury — a broken col-
larbone. (Well, not com-
pletely season ending:
he did come in for a
series or two later in
the season with that
broken collarbone when
backup QB Owen Klees,
his younger brother, was
taken out of a game after
the referee thought he
may have suffered con-
cussion. With no other
real option, Coach Klees
sent Haden into that
game and says now that

he could feel his wife’s
eyes from the stands
boring into him. Haden
was pressured in that
game but threw the ball
away rather than take
any hits — much to the
coach’s relief.)

Before Haden’s injury,
the War Eagles were 7-1,
ranked No. 2 in the state,
and with Haden among
the top quarterbacks in
the state for passing.
In only eight games, he
amassed some gaudy
numbers throwing for
almost 2,000 yards and
20 touchdowns.

Haden, who has com-
mitted to Samford Uni-

versity, says he’s ready.

(And Coach Klees
says this year Owen is
ready to step in if his
brother goes down. “Ow-
en’s ready to go,” Klees
says. In most programs,
Owen would be the No. 1
quarterback, the coach
says.)

A lot of the passes
thrown last year went
to receiver Samron Brin-
son, who had 707 yards
receiving and 13 touch-
downs.

“He faced double-cov-
erage from other teams,”
Klees says. “They knew
the ball was coming to
him - and he still got

'”

open

Both Haden Klees and
Brinson were named to
the watchlist for this
year’s All-Big Bend Of-
fensive Player of the
Year.

On the other side of
the ball, linebacker Tan-
ner Lanier is on the
watchlist for Defensive
Player of the Year. Last
year, he had 108 tackles
and 5 sacks.

“On defense, Tanner
Lanier is leader,” Klees
says. “We’ll go as far as
he takes us.”

Playing both sides of
the ball as receiver and

Turn to Page 2B
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Scouting report: Chiles has a good defense with 9 of 11 play-
ers returning. They also have a new QB who's the real deal,
one of the fastest kids in Tallahassee.

Keys to victory: No turnovers, that's most important. And
play physical.

Last week: The scrimmage with Madison showed areas of

L

PRESEASON SCRIMMAGE

War Eagles show team speed
against Madison Cowboys

Varsity was down 28-22 in a half marred by turnovers; but
second string and JV played well in second half to go up 35-28

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla War Ea-
gles varsity showed team
speed but were down
28-22 to Madison in the
first half.

The varsity played
the first half, then sec-
ond-string guys played
the third quarter, and
JV played the fourth

quarter.

Head Coach Scott
Klees was pleased that
all 90 kids in the football
program got some play-
ing time.

There were mistakes,
as is to be expected early
in the season. The var-
sity had three turnovers
— including a fumble
and an interception that

were returned for scores.

“You can’t turn over
the ball,” Klees said. “We
had some late snaps,
some bad route running
at times.

“We see what needs to
be fixed,” the coach said,
“and we’ll see how much
we can improve over this
next week.”

Turn to Page 2B
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COLE PITTMAN
Right Tackle

Coach Klees
praises Cole Pittman
for his hard work
ethic: “Hard-nosed,
hard-working kid.
Just comes to work.”
Not a star, doesn’t
get a lot of attention,

TANNER LANIER
Linebacker

The senior line-
backer is leader of the
defense. Last year he
had 108 tackles and 5
sacks and was named
to the All-Big Bend
Defensive Team. He’s
named as possible

Klees says, but “He’s a All-Big Bend Defensive

special kid. He makes
us go.”

Player of the Year.
His goal this year:

Game he’s looking “Getting Coach Klees

forward to: “Chiles.
It’s the first game.”
Nickname: “Pip.”
Favorite Team:
“Alabama.”
Favorite Player:
“Julio Jones. We have

his first (champion-
ship) ring.”

Game: “The Disney
one.”

Team: “Florida
Gators.”

Player: “Anthony
Richardson.”

IL\ !

KANE TUCKER
Lineman

While some War
Eagle linemen are
small, this senior line-
man is big - 6’6” and
250 pounds - and he
should be easy to spot
on the field.

Goal: “I want the
line to really improve,
to dominate and really
show it.”

Game: “Balboa
(from California, at
Disney). To play a
team that’s very for-
eign to us is good for
team-building.”

Nickname: “Big
red.”

Team: “FSU.”

Samron Brinson
RECEIVER

Named, along with
Haden Klees, as po-
tential All-Big Bend
Offensive Player of the
Year, he finished last
year with 13 TDs and
707 receiving yards.

Goal: “State cham-
pionship. The games
we lost last year we
shouldn’t have lost...
To stay healthy.”

Game: “The ones
we lost. And the play-
offs.”

Team: “49ers.”

Player: “Davante
Adams.”

Haden Klees
QUARTERBACK

In 8 games last
year, he threw for
almost 2,000 yards
and 20 TDs. Then he
broke his collarbone.
He says he’s worked
on his flexibility to try
to prevent injury. He is
a commit to Samford
University.

Goal: “To win a
state championship.”

Game: “The district
games. They’re most
important.”

Team: “Samford
Bulldogs.”

Player: “Joe Bur-
row.”

www.thewakullasun.com

Six players to watch this season

BRADLEY KELLY
Running Back

The senior is a
bruising running back
who runs over defend-
ers instead of juking.
He’s bulked up some
in the offseason, up to
around 210 pounds.

Goal: “Going to
state. We’re all on the
same page with that
one.”

Game: “Orlando.
It’s different. Some-
thing we haven’t done
since I've been on the
team, other than Bain-
bridge.”

Player: “Saquon
Barkley.”

the same birthday.”

Students in the student section. Stands were packed.

First play in the preseason game: War Eagle Nehemiah
Chandler returns the opening kickoff for a touchdown.

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN
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WEEKLY WAR EAGLE
GAME HIGHLIGHTS
on the Wakulla Report,
Wolf103.1, ESPN 97.9

and WAVE 94.1!

Quarterback Haden Klees scrambles out of the backfield.

War Eagles show team speed against Madison

From Page Bl

The first play of the game
was a 75-yard kickoff return
by Nehemiah Chandler.

Madison and Wakulla ex-
changed punts, then on the
next series a Madison pass
was intercepted by Jeremiah
Thomas and was returned to
midfield. Next play: quarter-
back Haden Klees connects
with receiver Delvon Zanders
for a perfect pass for a touch-
down to put Wakulla up 14-0.

But the Cowboys are

tough, and they came back
with a quick drive and scored
a touchdown on a sweep play.
They went for 2 and scored to
make it 14-8.

At the start of the second
quarter, Klees was scrambling
and had the ball knocked
loose - it was recovered by a
Cowboy defender for a scoop
and score. Again, the Cow-
boys went for 2 and made it
to take a 16-14 lead.

On the next series, War
Eagle receiver Samron Brin-
son caught his first pass of

the game and showed how
quick and elusive he is, dodg-
ing defenders and breaking
tackles until he was finally
taken down on the Cowboy
11. Unfortunately, a couple
of plays later a fumble gives
the Cowboys the ball at the 5.

On the War Eagles’ next
offensive series, a pass on the
sideline was picked off and
returned for a touchdown.
(Coach Klees said the receiver
was supposed to run an out
pattern and instead went up.)
Cowboys again went for 2,

but the attempt was no good.
Madison up 22-14.

The Cowboys tried a squib
kick and it was picked up
by Samron Brinson and re-
turned for a touchdown.
The War Eagles went for 2
and made it to tie the game
at 22 all.

Klees praised the kick-
off returns by Chandler
and Brinson, saying they
were great runs, but he also
praised other members of
the special teams unit for the
great blocking that set up the

runs.
But minutes later, the
Cowboys scored on a 75-yard
run to put them back on top.
Went for 2 but didn’t make it.
Halftime score was 28-22.
Seconds came in for the
third quarter: Backup quar-
terback Owen Klees threw a
15 yard touchdown pass. War
Eagles went for 2 but didn’t
make it. Score tied at 28 all.
In the fourth, the JV teams
played and the War Eagles
scored again to go up 35-28
over the Cowboys.

1he team is looking fo make a cbampionsbip run

From Page Bl

defensive back is Nehemiah
Chandler, who is a Georgia
Tech commit as a defensive
back.

Slot receivers include Jer-
emiah Thomas, who made
second-team All-Big Bend
last year on both offense and
defense, and Delvon Sanders.
And more receivers in Gabe
Carter and Devontae Roberts,
who played at Rickards last
year but is back at Wakulla.

And running the ball is
Bradley Kelly, a bruising

runner who tends to take on
tacklers. (Klees says Kelly’s
running style reminds him of
Jerome Bettis, aka “the Bus.”)

“Any of these guys can
play,” Klees says. “The prob-
lem is getting each of them
enough touches.”

He adds that this is, by far,
the fastest team he’s ever had.
And he clarifies that he means
overall team speed.)

A Klees-coached team is
typically physical. Asked
about that, the coach pauses
and admits, “Right now, we’re
not.”

But, he says, he’s working
on it.

A game circled on a lot
of player’s schedules is the
Thursday night, Aug. 31 game
in Orlando against Balboa
High School from San Fran-
cisco. The game will be played
at the Austin-Tindall Sports
Complex in Kissimmee.

Balboa was California state
champs two years ago and
made a run in the playoffs last
year, Klees says.

He notes that the Balboa
linemen average 6°3” and 300
pounds.

Klees says that the first
couple of weeks of the reg-
ular season are going to be
a learning curve for players
and coaches. That’s normal,
but it’s exacerbated by four
new assistant coaches on the
staff — and Klees is still down
two coaches.

SEASON OPENER
AT CHILES

This is going to be a big
game, Klees says of the sea-
soner opener against the Chil-

es Timberwolves. Nine of the
11 starters on Chiles’ defense
returned — and they are very
good on defense.

While the Timberwolves
lost some players on offense,
Klees says they have “a new
quarterback who’s the real
deal. He’s one of the fastest
kids in the Tallahassee.”

“We’ll have to play at a high
level to win,” he says.”

Klees is expecting a tough
game again.

“The game last year came
down to overtime,” he said.
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11 Jeremiah Thomas 13 Jesse Turner

Nehemiah Chandler

14 Sion Ransom 15 Owen Klees

20 Herschel Blackmon 23 Chris Sm1th 27 Ashton Harris 28 Kayden Johnson

WAR EAGLES

51 Matthew Chastain

VAR EHELES

266 |

60 Antonio Eglton 65 Donnell Gay 66 Samuel Wright 75 Ben Pierce 77 Chad Smith 99 Jordan Tanner

VARSITY AND JV PLAYERS AND TEAM PHOTO BY KEN FIELDS
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Let’s think of a few good reasons

WAR EAGLES
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iGnglorn, Highs
war Eagles!

CHARLENE & BILLY BISHOP
St. Marks, FL

850-933-718 :

GO WAR

GO WAR EAGLES!

Looking forward to another
GREAT YEAR enjoying

FOOTBALL with our community.

Thank you for your
friendship and support.

GOD BI.ESS AMERICA'

email: hanggangwallpaper @embargmail.com wngmp X Bt "850) 926 4677
2023 War Eagle schedule

* Aug. 25 at 7 p.m. at Chiles.

* Thu, 8/31 vs. Balboa (San Francisco), at 7 p.m. in Orlando
* Fri, 9/8 at 7 p.m. vs. Munroe (Quincy) at WHS.

* Fri, 9/15 at 7:30 p.m. vs. Seminole County at WHS.

* Thu, 9/21 at 7 p.m. at Mosley (Lynn Haven).

* Fri, 9/29 at 7 p.m. at Rickards.

* Fri, 10/6 at 7 p.m. vs. St. John Paul IT at WHS.

Joe Morgan and the

team at the JWaku"a * Fri, 10/13 at 7:30 p.m. vs. Taylor County at WHS.*
GIDAT I - Tri, 10/20 at 7 p.m. at North Florida Christian.
-of Elections office * Fri, 10/27 at 7:30 p.m. at Suwannee. * " — District game

We follow the War Eagles! % Ol abutta

.
FOLLOW THE SUN. un
Your local source for news. " |

Ei] @Thewakullasun X @TheWakullaSun
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‘why it CAN be done!"

Crawfordville | Tallahassee | Lakeland | TryMyBank.com | NMLS 393620 | 850.926.4320
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facebook @Fla-BizClean - Ingtagram @Fla-BizClean

2023 War Eagle JV schedule

*'Thursday, 8/24 at 7 p.m. at North
Florida Christian.

* Wed, 8/30 at 7 p.m. vs. Gadsden
County at WHS.

*'Thu, 9/7 at 7 p.m.vs. North Flor-
ida Christian at WHS.

* Tue, 9/12 at 7 p.m. at Munroe

(Quincy).

~N
Sheriff Jared Miller
and WCSO says

“Wishing the tea
a great Season”

Go Wafy ¥ -~

@

@
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G0 WAR EAGLES'

Properiy Apralse
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* Thu, 9/14 at 7 p.m. at Taylor
County.

* Wed, 9/20 at 7 p.m. vs. Mosley
(Lynn Haven) at WHS.

* Thu, 9/28 at 7 p.m. vs. Chiles at
WHS.

* 'Thu, 10/5 at 7 p.m. vs. Florida
High at WHS.

* Wed, 10/11 at 6:30pm at Rick-

ards.

Llsa Craze and Staff __
Wakulla County
Tax Collector's Office

850926-7339
850933-1718 (cell)

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Located in (A)alwﬂa Coaud:y

‘
b

ALL GAMES LIVE
ON 94.1 FM,
WAVE94.COM AND
OUR FREE APPS FOR
APPLE AND ANDROID

TUNE IN AFTER EVERY GAME FOR THE

TOTAL CARE DENTAL COACH'S SHOW!

> {"

Please
Recycle

o



P

age 6B — THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursda

. August 24, 2022

www.thewakullasun.com

e
"j'ﬁ'ﬁﬂ‘

i-i-hi ]-l“‘] .‘... . ;

AL BANK_ -

Demarkus Roberts

[T

. |
I W |

-' mzﬂw/% '
. § 9

=
< I
sl % AHIHE

w-_ul -
B -
-

Allen Byrd

Illili

Iil[ LALLJP

ag

\\

r=\
=
ILLLEIE

]
LR

Hayden Blackshear

[GUESTS

T iﬁf‘nr-‘nw

NINITAL ]'.\'\k

Wyatt Folsom

Ll
BLLLLL

; RN | "
: 1 #

'\| AL BA \k

LR T
G

Randy Moore
Raheem Moore

Aiden Burgess

e
HIHH|

AT 1

Al
[EWEsTs

ATV

|
TEUESTE]

r"uii[‘ul"wr‘

NNIAL BA NK,

| .
ILLLELEH

SRR

?

\'I\Il\l R\NK

Colby Carranza

Not Pictured:

Sam Wright
Kayden Johnson
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Shayne Lewis

Levi O’Grady

Brady Jackson
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Cheerleading Photo Sponsored bg

A L)
* We Repair all Makes & Models
Same Location for 42 years
3922 Crawfordville Rd. Tallahassee FL, 32305 LEETRAILERSALES.NET

VARSITY CHEERLEADERS

Amilya Johnson, Zhaniya Reed, Zy Smith, Mackenna Johnson, Georgia Gumphrey, Laila Ferrell, Morgan Johnson, Amelia Tew, Sara Chambers, Neariah Gavin, Katie Jones, Coach
Susan Shiver, Vanessa Foreman.

JUNIOR VARSITY CHEERLEADERS

Back row: Coach Denym Merritt, Cecilee Gaddis, Julia Baggett, Laila Cobb, Madalyn, Ferrell, Tierra Peterson, Bre Hedges
Middle row: Allison Brown, Sophie Jacobs, Moriah Groover, Amaya Riggles, Kylie Lassiter, Lille Granger
Front Row: Kaitlyn Smith, Kaitlyn Bickford, Amelia Brown, Amber Jackson, Aubrey Manning, Sophie Stalvey

CHEERLEADER PHOTOS BY ERA TAFF GLENN
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Practie. Perform, Perfect. War Eagls

3361 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordyville ®* 926-5559 Mon.-Fri. 7AM-6PM e Sat. 7:30AM-5PM

PHOTOS OF BAND BY GERALD BROWN

Photos of the 2023 Wakulla High School band playing at the preseason game against Madison.

FLAG CORPS

PHOTO BY KATIE DAVIS

We follow the War Eagles!

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
Ei] @Thewakullasun X @TheWakullaSun






