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C A N DIDA TE A N N OU N C EM EN T

“It’s a New Day”$ 1 
One Sec t ion

Our 4 t h Year 3rd Is s ue
Thurs day , J anuary  25, 2024

Locally Owned 
   & Operated

Members of the garden club were at the county commis-
sion meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 16, with examples of the 

native trees they planned to give away on Saturday – and 
they gave away 1,500 trees at the 20th annual Arbor Day 

tree giveaway. � ey also planted two live oaks at the Me-
dart Rec Park on Friday, one dedicated to Jeanne Brodhead 

for her accomplishments. Stories on Page 14. (Photo by 
William Snowden)
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J oel Cooper was one of three 
inmates who escaped from the 

W akulla j ail back in 2017

T he school board approves, 3 -2, raising cost of renting school facilities

The W a ku l l a  Su n o f f e rs  a l l  c a ndi da t e s t he 
opport u ni t y  t o a nnou nc e t hey  a re ru nni ng 
for elected offi ce, to tell voters why they’re 

running, the issues that are important 
to them, and any pertinent biographical 

information.

Mike Kemp

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

At a school board meeting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, a new policy on 
the use of facilities was approved 
that sees a steep rise in the cost 
of renting school facilities.

Superintendent of Schools 
Bobby Pearce said the policy was 
prompted by concerns that some 
individuals were using school fa-
cilities to run a business.

The school board voted 3-2 
to approve the change: Chair 
Cale Langston, and school board 
members Josh Brown and Melisa 
Taylor voted for; Eddie Hand and 
Laura Lawhon voted against. 

At a workshop on the issue 
back on Jan. 10, district HR su-

pervisor Lori Sandgren explained 
that district staff had contacted 
eight or nine area counties to get 
an idea of their facilities policy 
and rates. 

Under the policy that was ap-
proved, there are different tiers 
with different rates. Tier 1 is a 
school-sponsored club or team 
which does not have to pay rental 
or insurance fees.

Tier 2 is for non-profits and 
would pay a reduced fee. For 
example, the school auditorium 
or gym would cost $100 an hour 
plus $53.33 for utilities.

Tier 3 would be for any other 
user and would require a copy 
of liability insurance, minimum 
of $1 million, and rental fees for 
the high school auditorium of 

$395.85 for 5 hours pluss fees 
for custodians at one and a half 
times the employees hourly rate.

Athletic fields at the high school 
would be rented at $1,000 for 5 
hours plus custodians.

School board member Josh 
Brown commented at the work-
shop that the issue isn’t the fault 
of the district – he said the county 
built the rec park 40 years ago 
and it was big enough then, but 
as the county has grown the rec 
park hasn’t. Brown said he asked 
some organizations upset about 
the changes in school rentals 
why they don’t use the county’s 
community center and said he 
was told because there’s lots of 
rules and it’s expensive.

By MIKE KEMP
Candidate

Today, I am announc-
ing my re-election cam-
paign for Wakulla Coun-
ty Commissioner, Dis-
trict 3. 

It has been a privilege 
and an honor to serve 
as your Wakulla Com-
missioner, District 3 for 
the last 3 years. I was 
born and raised here the 
same as my children and 
my grandchildren, and 
we are all proud to call 
Wakulla our home. 

Over the past 50 
years, I swore an oath 
to protect and defend 
this country three dif-
ferent times in my life 
– as a Florida Army Na-
tional Guardsman, as a 
Wakulla Sheriff’s dep-
uty, and as a Wakulla 
County commissioner. 

Simply put, I believe 
in our country and our 
community, and I will do 

whatever is necessary to 
protect both. 

When you elected me 
your county commis-
sioner, make no mis-
take, I committed to 
protect our community, 
our values, and our tax 
dollars. That’s exactly 
what I’ve done, and I 
am proud to say that 
our law enforcement of-
ficers and first respond-
ers have the equipment 
and the personnel to 
keep Wakulla safe, our 
families have more ac-
cess to recreation and 
quality education than 
ever before, and every 
tax dollar is being held 
accountable. 

The fact is…
• Waku a s first re

sponders are Safer, Fast-
er, and More Accurate 
through the addition 
of a new fire engine, a 
new shift of firefighters, 
increased salaries for 
firefighters, increased 

salaries for paramedics, 
12 additional sheriff’s 
deputies, increased sal-
aries for sheriff’s office, 

replaced and modern-
ized a 20+ year old com-
munications system us-
ing Triumph Gulf Coast 

funding. 
• Waku a has re

ceived more than $81 
million dollars from the 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Protec-
tion for the “Septic to 
Sewer” and infrastruc-
ture projects to protect 
our springs and rivers. 
We’ve rebuilt multiple 
boat ramps and docks 
across the county for 
better access to our wa-
terways. 

• Waku a assed the 
largest ad valorem-prop-
erty tax decrease in 
the history of Wakulla 
County. I was proud to 
make the motion and 
have it supported by ev-
ery commissioner. 

The truth is coun-
ty board meetings and 
voting will always be an 
important part of the 
job, but after 3 years, 
I want to tell you that 
working directly with 
you every day is just as 
important. I will always 
respect your calls and 
texts, and together we 
will get an answer.

I know every corner 
of this county, and no 
one will work harder for 
you. I respectfully ask 
for your support and 
your vote.

Re-Elect Mike Kemp, 
Wakulla County Com-
missioner, District 3.  

Staff Report

A 39-year-old Tallahassee man was killed while 
walking on Bloxham Cutoff Road when he was 
struck by a car on Thursday, Jan. 18, according to 
the Florida Highway Patrol.

The man, whose name was not released by FHP 
based on the agency’s interpretation of the Marsy’s 
Law, was hit and killed by a van driven by a 76-year-
old man from Freeport. Neither he nor the 71-year-
old woman passenger in the van was injured.

According to FHP, the van was traveling east-
bound on Bloxham Cutoff just west of Rock Road 
when it left the road and went onto the shoulder 
where the pedestrian was walking east while facing 
east.

The van’s front bumper and windshield hit the 
man. He was transported to Tallahassee Memorial 
where he was pronounced dead.

No reason was given in the FHP report for the van 
leaving the roadway.

FHP was assisted on scene by the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office and Wakulla County Fire Rescue.

Staff Report

Joel Cooper, one of the three Wakulla County Jail 
inmates who escaped 
back in 2017 and was 
on the run for almost 
a year, was sentenced 
last week to 15 years 
in state prison for the 
escape.

Cooper, who is cur-
rently serving a 30 
year prison sentence 
for burglary, will serve 
the sentence for escape 
consecutive to that.

Cooper was being 
held at the jail on bur-
glary charges when he and two other inmates found 
a place in the law library where they could not been 
seen by jail cameras.

Mike Kemp seeks re-election to commission

Thunderstorms

Tire amnesty day

See Page 13
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Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Longleaf pine
By SANDY TEDDER, DAVID RODDENBERRY, 

and LYNN ARTZ
 

Longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) with its 
graceful, spreading crown is one of the tall-
est of southeastern pines. Reaching 125 feet, 
they attract perching raptors. Longleaf pines 
are the longest-lived and most fire-adapted of 
Florida’s pines. They are drought tolerant  and 
wind resistant, too. Longleaf pine needles can 
be 14 inches long. Longleaf pine-wiregrass 
ecosystems support numerous native plants 
and wildlife. In times past, the tree’s gummy 
resin was used as tar to waterproof ships. The 
wood was used for railroad ties. Pines are a 
keystone genus that host diverse caterpillar 
species. Longleaf pines are easy to grow from 
seedlings in full sun and dry soil. The seed-
ling will stay in the grass stage for a couple of 
years, then shoot up rapidly. Planted longleaf 
pines are dotted throughout Sopchoppy Depot 
Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 07/01/2004, 
AS AMENDED 07/01/2014
Revenue goes to the Wildlife 

Foundation of Florida to pre-
serve open space and wild-
life habitat, promote conservation, improve wildlife habitat, 
and establish open space for the perpetual use of the public. 
State statute speci ically re uires t at 7  percent of t e license tag 
funds from the “deer tag” be used to fund programs and projects with-
in the state that “preserve open space and wildlife habitat, promote 
conservation, improve wildlife habitat, and establish open space for 
t e perpetual use of t e public. T e remaining 2  percent may be 
used for promotion  mar eting and administrative costs directly as
sociated with operation of the trust.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 
of this

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Kinsley Pepper – 3rd grader at Riversink Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Catherine Cutchen

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Kinsley 
Pepper is an amazingly kind Otter. Kinsley is in 
3rd grade. She is always looking to help others. 
She cares deeply about her teachers and peers. 
She has excellent citizenship and work habits. 
Kinsley loves to play outside with her little sister 
Kalen. When not in school she enjoys karate 
lessons. She is currently a level 1 green belt. 
Kinsley’s favorite memory is ringing the bell for 
meeting her reading goals. At school Kinsley 
really enjoys music with Mrs. Gatti.

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

O�ering tax preparation services, accounting 
and audit services. 

CPA new to the area. 
Now taking clients.

Our office is located at 3119A Crawfordville Hwy.  
email us at Admin@SherriRose.CPA visit our website at SherriRose.CPA

www.SherriRose.CPA www.SherriRose.CPAwww.SherriRose.CPA
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Staff Report

Wakulla native Libby 
Sutton was featured in 
the Science section of 
the New York Times back 
in October for her  work 
helping corral invasive 
caimans in South Florida.

Sutton was a 2016 
Wakulla High School 
grad, and graduated from 
FSU in 2020.

She’s worked in her 
field as a biologist at 
Jekyll Island, at the 
Jones Center at Ichau-
way prior to getting on 
with “Croc Docs” – which 
is a team of biologists, 
ecological modelers, and 

outreach specialists on 
the forefront of wildlife 
research in south Flor-
ida and the Caribbean. 
The group conducs long-
term, applied research 
and monitoring focused 
on crocodilians, inva-
sive reptiles, threatened 
and endangered species, 
climate change, and hu-
man dimensions. In col-
laboration with federal, 
state, local, and tribal 
agencies, we respond to 
pressing wildlife manage-
ment needs and provide 
scientific support for Ev-
erglades restoration.

The story in the Times 
featured photos of Sutton 

and others in the group 
capturing invasive cai-
mans for the story “See 
You Later, Not-An-Alli-
gator.” 

In a text to her mom 
about this article, Sutton 
wrote, “Please be sure 
that they make a note 
that animal are handled 
under proper permits by 
trained professionals and 
that no one should try to 
recreat the photos.”

Far le�, Libby Sutton holds 
some American crocodile 
hatchlings; near left, proud 
mom Mina Sutton with a copy 
of the New York Times Science 
section featuring Libby.

Staff Report

More than 75 tables for the planned Ducks 
Unlimited Banquet sold out in less than 48 hours, 
according to Sara Clark, the county chair for 
Ducks Unlimited in Wakulla.

The event is set for March 9 at 3Y Ranch.
Clark said that within 48 hours the tables were 

all sold. That’s about 600 people, she said. Basic 
tables at the event are being sold for $900.

“Wakulla loves the ducks,” Clark said.
The group’s Facebook page was shut down for 

a time, Clark said, for violation of rules for men-
tion of guns. The group holds gun raffles as part 
of its events. 

Last year’s Ducks Unlimited banquet sold 78 
tables. Clark was trying a different configuration 
of tables this year – and said she currently has a 
waiting list of 12 tables, so she’s going to have to 
add more tables.

Staff Report

The Tallahassee Col-
legiate Academy (TCA) 
application window is 
now open for the 2024-
25 academic year. TCA 
will accept 100 ninth-
grade and 25 tenth-
grade  s tudents  for 
2024-25.  

TCA accepts appli-
cations from students 

from Leon, Gadsden, 
and Wakulla counties. 
The application period 
closes on Feb. 15 and 
the lottery will run on 
Feb. 23, if there are 
more applications than 
seats available. Appli-
cants will be notified of 
their decision on Friday, 
March 1. 

 TCA offers a first-
of-its-kind educational 

experience in the com-
munity where students 
earn a high school di-
ploma and an Associate 
of Science degree in a 
STEM field, all without 
the burden of tuition or 
debt. 

The current A.S. de-
gree options span var-
ious STEM fields, in-
cluding Cyber Security, 
Computer Programming 

and Web Development, 
Engineering Technol-
ogy, Dental Hygiene, 
Nursing (R.N.),Energy 
Management and Solu-
tion, Video Game Design

 Shadow days are 
available for prospective 
students by request. 
Contact Principal Jessi-
ca Chapman at Jessica.
Chapman@tcc.fl.edu for 
more information.

Stuart Brimner promoted to major

15 years in prison for escape

Rental controversy

Major Stuart Brimner and his wife and children.

Special to The Sun

2008 Wakulla High 
graduate, Stuart Brimner, 
the son of Ed and Tina 
Brimner, was promoted to 
Major at Redstone Arsenal 
in Huntsville, Alabama.

Major Brimner was 
commissioned as an Army 
Aviation Officer after grad-
uating from Florida State 
University in 2013. In 
2022, he completed a 
Master’s Degree in Engi-
neering Management from 
the Naval War College 
in Monterey, California. 
His master’s dissertation 
concerning how and when 
pilots obtain critical flight 
information was converted 
to an article and published 
in multiple technical jour-
nals.

Major Brimner is cur-
rently assigned as a prod-
uct manager for AH-64 
Apache Attack Helicopter 
Production and Fielding. 
He recently completed the 
delivery of new Apache 
Attack Helecopters to the 
1-3 Attack Battalion in 
Germany.

Major Brimner attend-
ed flight school at Fort 

Rucker, Alabama, and 
qualified in the UH-60 
Blackhawk Helicopter. His 
prior assignments include 
Fort Hood, Texas and Fort 

Drum, New York. He has 
also deployed with the 
10th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade in Afghanistan where 
he served as the Army 

liaison officer with Special 
Operations and was later 
given command of an AH-
64 Apache maintenance 
company. Other deploy-
ments include Germany 
and Turkey. 

Major Brimner and 
his wife, Lindsey, have 
been married for 7 years 
and have three children, 
James and twins Jacob 
and Evelyn.

Major Brimner’s awards 
and decorations include a 
Bronze Star Medal, Meri-
torious Service Medal (one 
oak leaf cluster), Joint Ser-
vice Commendation Medal 
(with “C” device), Army 
Commendation Medal, 
Army Achievement Med-
al, National Defense Ser-
vice Medal, Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal with a 
campaign star, Global 
War on Terrorism Service 
and Expeditionary Med-
als, Army Service Ribbon, 
Overseas Service Ribbon 
with numeral 2, National 
Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) Medal, Aviator 
Badge, and Parachutist 
Badge.

From Front Page
 

On Nov. 17, 2017, Cooper and 
inmates Donald Cotterman, in jail 
on charges of armed burglary, and 
Casey Martina, also being held for 
burglary, climbed into the ceiling 
of the law library and found there 
was unsecured access to non-jail 
part of the building. They dropped 
down into a bathroom and then 
walked out the front door.

A manhunt ensued, and the 
trio was traced to North Carolina. 

Martina was arrested there about 
a week after the escape. 

Cooper and Cotterman re-
mained on the run, and were 
suspected in several ATM heists 
and home burglaries.

Cooper and Cotterman were 
captured separately in March 
2018. 

Cotterman was less than 50 
miles from Mexico – he was taken 
into custody by U.S. Marshals at a 
motel in Las Cruces, New Mexico.

Cooper had been taken into 

custody sometime earlier by Mar-
shals in Arizona, but they kept his 
capture quiet so as not to tip off 
Cotterman.

Cooper had been set to go to tri-
al on the escape charge on Thurs-
day, Jan. 18, but decided to accept 
a plea deal of 15 years in prison. 
He received credit for 2,148 days 
served on the sentence.

Sentences for escape are re-
quired to be served consecutive 
to any other sentence. With the 
credit for time served, it has the 
effect of reducing Cooper’s sen-
tence to 9 years. 

From Front Page
 

The issue drew lots of concern 
on social media, but only three 
citizens attended the workshop 
– and none attended or spoke at 
the meeting where it was adopted.

At the workshop, one parent, 
Tracy Swain, said she has two 
daughters who play volleyball at 
a cost of $145. That cost would 
double under the new policy.

Superintendent Pearce told 
Swain that it was likely the vol-
leyball team could be drawn in as 

a Tier 1 group under the school, 
and said the best thing was to talk 
to the coach and principal.

Jessica Johnson of the rec 
park’s football association ad-
dressed concerns about renting 
the J.D. Jones Stadium for the 
league’s Super Bowl. Last year 
the group paid $900 to rent the 
stadium. Under the new policy, it 
would go up to $1,900.

School board member Josh 
Brown suggested working with 
the county’s recreation depart-
ment for the event, which would 

then result in no charges under 
the district’s interlocal agreement 
with the county. 

Brown also brought up the 
issue of not implementing the 
change right away, to allow 
groups affected by the change 
time to finish their season. That 
was not brought up at the meet-
ing when the school board voted 
to approve.

After the meeting, school board 
member Laura Lawhon said she 
saw the increase as too much 
for parents to bear. She noted 
the original policy was passed 
in 2003 and should be reviewed 
more frequently than 20 years.

PU B LIC NO T ICES:  
F or our re ad e rs ’  con v e n ie n ce ,  T he  W ak ulla 
S un  p rov id e s  this  P ub lic N otice  S e ction  f or 
all P ub lic N otice s  n ot p ub lis he d  in  the  L e g al 

N otice  s e ction  of  the  n e w s p ap e r.

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

Libby Sutton featured in New York Times science story

Ducks Unlimited 
event sells out in 

48 hours

Application window open for collegiate academy

T he W akulla native is working in South Florida and was featured in a story on invasive caimans

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
PRE-QUAliFICATION NOTICE

J an. 25, F e b. 1, 2024

The S chool B oard of Waku lla Cou nty is req u esting 
Proposals for Pre- Q u alifyi ng for Constru ction S ervi ces for 
Waku lla Cou nty S chool B oard proj ects for the 20 24  ye ar.

Pre-Qualification packets are available at the School 
Board Office.

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD/
FACILITIES OFFICE

126 High Drive
Crawfordville, Florida 32327

Telephone Number: 850-926-0065
Interested parties may pick up packets between the hours 

of 8:0 0 a.m . and 4 :0 0 p.m . Monday throu gh Friday .
Completed packets and a Public Entity Crime Statement 

must be returned to the office of Robert Pearce, 
Superintendent, Wakulla County School Board, 69 Arran 

Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327,
Attention: Michael Barwick by 2:00p.m. 

February 22, 2024.
There will be a pre-qualification meeting at 2:00 p.m. 

February 15, 2024 in the Wakulla County School 
B oardroom .
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• ore re orters on the street
• ore oca  ne s about our com

munity
• ore oca  content on the en iron

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

By ED BRIMNER
Property Appraiser

It’s time! If you are 
a full-time Wakulla 
County resident, you 
should file for home-
stead exemption if 
you haven’t already. 

Every year we find 
neighbors who have 
lived in Wakulla 
County for years and 
have never filed for 
Florida’s Homestead 
Exemption. If you 
are eligible for home-
stead exemption and 
haven’t filed, you 
could be overpay-

ing on your property 
taxes by as much as 
$550 every year. 

A homestead can 
include up to 160 
acres of land and all 
the improvements 
you might make to 
your land. 

In some cases, 
boats, recreation-
al vehicles, or tem-
porary living struc-
tures can qualify as 
a homestead; how-
ever, these cases will 
be evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis.

New homeown-
ers moving into the 
county from other 
states are especially 
prone to failing to file 
for homestead be-
cause they’ve never 
heard of homestead. 

If your neighbor 
is new to Florida, 
please reach out and 

let them know to file 
for their homestead 
exemption as soon 
as possible. 

Perhaps the best-
known benefit of 
Florida homestead is 
property tax exemp-
tions, however, they 
are not automatic. 

An application for 
the exemption must 
be filed with the 
property appraiser’s 
office b  arch st 
— it’s easy and fast. 
After filing, the ex-
emption is automat-
ically renewed each 
year until the owner 
moves away.

H o m e s t e a d e d 
property is exempt 
from all proper-
ty taxes on the first 
$25,000 of the ap-
praised value of the 
homestead. 

An additional ex-

emption on county 
taxes (does not in-
clude school taxes) 
of $25,000 is grant-
ed for properties as-
sessed with a valu-
ation greater than 
$50,000. Those dis-
counts alone are a 
great benefit, but the 
“Save Our Homes” 
limitation is even 
more valuable.

“Save Our Homes” 
(SOH) limits the an-
nual increase in 
your property’s as-
sessed value to 3% 
or the cost-of-living 
increase, whichever 
is LOWER. This can 
result in substantial 
tax savings over the 
years. 

In 2008, Flori-
da’s Constitution 
was amended to al-
low Florida home-
owners to carry up 

to $500,000 of the 
cap when they sell 
an existing home-
stead and acquire a 
replacement Florida 
home. 

The homeowner 
must establish the 
homestead exemp-
tion on the replace-
ment homestead 
within three as-
sessment years af-
ter abandoning the 
homestead exemp-
tion on the previous 
property.

I encourage all 
property owners 
to come see us if 
you have questions 
about your proper-
ty’s assessment or 
the myriad available 
exemptions. 

We will gladly an-
swer questions, ex-
plain processes, and 
if needed, make cor-

rections. Our goal is 
always Honest and 
Impartial Assess-
ments!

If I or my office can 
ever be of assistance 
to you, please do not 
hesitate to contact 
us at 850-926-0500 
or stop by and meet 
with me or a member 
of our staff. 

Please know I’m 
available to speak 
with groups, no mat-
ter how small or 
large, during work 
hours or after hours. 

You can also visit 
our website at www.
mywakullapa.com.

Ed Brimner, CFA, 
is Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser.

It’s time to fi le for Homestead Exemption

Retraction: Photo was misrepresented
In last week’s edition, on the 

Opinion Page was a a Letter 
to the Editor from Bill Catali-
na that gave his response on 
a number of issues related to 
the Wakulla Airport.

Accompanying the letter 
was a photo that purported to 
sho  ir ort ana er Ste e 
Fults flying a remote control 

aircraft at the airport in viola-
tion of airport rules. 

The photo was a screenshot 
of a video taken by Catalina. 
The Sun obtained the vid-
eo from Catalina, and it ap-
pears the video was not shot 
in 2017, as he represented.

The airport rules and reg-
ulations prohibited flying 

drones at the airport prior to 
2013.

Evidence that the video was 
shot before 2017 includes a 
lightning detector visible at 
the airfield –  that equipment  
was removed before Septem-
ber 2014.

Also, the airport sign that 
was put up in 2016 is not 

there.
Prior to 2013, flying remote 

controlled aircraft at the air-
port was common among nu-
merous citizens and was not 
prohibited at the time the vid-
eo was shot.

The Wakulla Sun regrets 
publishing the photograph. 
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AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

� ursday, January 25

• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at TCC 
Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere are 
concessions and raffl  es.
• Gentle Yoga at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga at 
6 p.m. with Zoe every Th ursday. Classes 
are $12, at New Posh on 3079 Craw-
fordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Th ursday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, January 26

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, January 27

• Wakulla Giving Hands will be hosting 
a food giveaway starting at 9 a.m. at the 
Panacea Plaza at 1349 Coastal Highway. 
• Th e St. Marks Community Market 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in St. 
Marks at 815 Port Leon Drive.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver Support Group 
will meet at the Public Library at 10 a.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Monday, January 29

• Th e Wakulla Historic Preservation 
Committee will hold a public meeting 
at 4 p.m. at the County Commission 
Administration Conference room.
• Th e American Legion Post 114 will be 
meeting at the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m.

• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is avail-
able weekly for anyone with memory 
impairment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 
9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, January 30

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 

9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, January 31

•Th e Wakulla County Audit Committee 
will hold a public meeting at 10 a.m. in 
the County Commission Administration 
Conference room.
• A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. 
at the Wakulla Senior Center every 
Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at the 
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, every 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Commu-
nity Center. Bring a mat. Come early to 
sign in. Chair Yoga participants wel-
come. $2 per class.

Calendar of events for the week of January 25
On the Horizon
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Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

Brrr! Winter has arrived with a ven-
geance, and my fingers are crossed 
hoping it hasn’t frozen what remains of 
our citrus trees. As well as  our camel-
lia buds. It seems all it takes is a few 
overnight hours in a hard freeze, and 
I fear we had one this past weekend. 
Only time will tell for sure.

I am well on the mend from a nas-
ty cold, and so grateful to feel better. 
I think the worst part was not being 
able to sleep for several nights, due to 
a stuffy nose and  drippy throat. Thank 
heavens for Nyquil! I finally got some, 

and it made a welcome difference. 
Highly recommend it!

Because of not wanting to share the 
joy, I have been hewing close to home, 
so not as much news to report upon 
as usual. But I want to remind all our 
friends with the Woodville Founders 
Day Festival, we are accepting vendors 
and performers now. Check out our 
facebook page for all the relevant de-
tails, and to find a vendor application. 
It’s already shaping up to be a great 
year.

One of our regular presenters, Dr. 
Richard M. Blaney with Galicenos of 
Suwanee, recently posted on his Face-

book page about one of his prized, pre-
cious, heritage breed Spanish horses, 
Suwanee Hidalgo. Hidalgo suffered a 
compound fracture of his left front leg, 
and has undergone surgery for the re-
pair. Horse people will understand just 
what this means, but Hidalgo is doing 
very well. He has been under care of 
the outstanding vets at the UF Veter-
inary Teaching Hospital in Gainesville, 
and is responding like the warrior he is.

This breed was introduced to the 
Americas by the Spanish Conquis-
tadors, and nearly disappeared. Dr. 
Blaney is one of a handful of folks work-
ing to preserve and revive this breed, as 
well as heritage breeds of all manner of 
livestock. He is dedicated to the amaz-
ing Galicenos horses and their pres-

ervation. Unusually bright and gentle, 
these animals endear themselves to all 
who have met them at our Woodville 
Festivals.

Please keep Hidalgo in your prayers 
while his leg is mending. You can find 
more about Hidalgo on Dr. Blaney’s 
Facebook page (he’s posting videos to 
keep us updated). If you are so moved, 
there is a link to donate to the expense 
of treating a catastrophic injury  like 
Hidalgo’s. Here’s to celebrating Hidal-
go’s recovery with Dr. Blaney and his 
amazing horse on Saturday, March 
16th, at the Woodville festival!

Please keep the family and friends 
of Jim Lannon in your prayers, as well 
as my friend Regan Richardson who re-
cently lost her mother.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

At Skipper Temple Church in Sop-
choppy, the Women’s Conference will 
be held on Saturday, Jan. 27 begin-

ning at nooon.
We invite you to come and be a 

special guest. The theme is Women 
Called and Choose to do Kingdom 
Work. Speakers for the occation in-

clude Evangelist Gwen Williams from 
Mount Trial Primitive Baptist Church. 
Pastor Dr. Renita Dixon from Talla-
hassee.

Happy birthday to Deborah McRoy, 
George Franklin Jr., Frances Gantt, 
Warren Paschal, Elbonita Rosier 

Nicholas.
Enjoy your special day.

Our prayer and concern goes out 
to the sick and shut-in, those in the 
hospital, nursing home, prison, the 
homeless, and all in need of help ev-
erywhere. 

School teachers, 
employees of

the month
From le� : Katie Lima, teacher of the month from Shadeville 

Elementary; Chrissy Sarvice, teacher of the month from 
Wakulla High School; and Je�  Johnson, employee of the 

month from Wakulla High School.

This report is for activity Jan. 12 to 
18:

FRIDAY, JAN. 12

• oshua orne oke u  and disco
ered his 2021 Jeep Gladiator missing 
from his yard. Shortly thereafter Horne 
located the vehicle at a vacant lot near 
his home. This case has been sent to 
detectives for further investigation. Lt 
Gibby Gibson responded.

• in udson re orted his ehic e 
had been burglarized during the night. 
Taken was 12-gauge Remington pump 
shotgun valued at approximately $400. 
This case has been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. Lt. Gibby Gib-
son investigated.

SATURDAY, JAN. 13

• e ut  ake Scott res onded to 
King Arthur Court and made contact 
with Kennecia Kelly, who arrived home 
to discover someone had attempted 
to enter her home. There was damage 
to the front door, but nothing miss-
ing from the residence. WCSO CSI re-
sponded to the scene to assist with the 
investigation. This case has been sent 
to detectives for further investigation.

• e ut  ake Scott conducted a 
traffic stop on Jer Be Lou Circle for an 

expired tag. The driver, Joseph Law-
son, was determined to have a revoked 
Florida driver’s license. Lawson was 
placed under arrest and transported to 
the Wakulla County Jail without fur-
ther incident.

SUNDAY, JAN. 14

• e ut  eather Wi  res onded to 
Francis Avenue and made contact with 
Sheree Hickman, who discovered her 
vehicle had been burglarized on Jan. 
10. Due to the time delay limited ev-
idence was able to be collected. This 
case has been sent to detectives for 
further investigation. 

• e ut  Wi  a so res onded to 
Lucy Lane and made contact with Wil-
liam Leggett, who is the neighbor of 
the victim in the previously noted case. 
Leggett was notified by his neighbor 
concerning the recent burglaries, so 
he reviewed his surveillance video and 
discovered his vehicle had been bur-
glarized also. A copy of the surveillance 
video was obtained for evidence.  This 
case was sent to detectives for further 
investigation.

• e ut  ake Scott conducted a 
traffic stop on a vehicle Chad Carraway 
was operating for to tag attached to an 
unassigned vehicle. It was determined 
Carraway also had a permanently re-

voked Florida driver’s license with mul-
tiple prior convictions. He was placed 
under arrest for the DWLSR during a 
subsequent search of the vehicle meth-
amphetamine was located for which 
Carraway was charged as well.

MONDAY, JAN. 15

• e ut  rnesto ru i o res ond
ed to the area of Red Lake Road and 
Smith Creek Hwy in reference to some-
one stealing gas out of the complaint’s 
heavy equipment. Upon arrival, Dep-
uty Trujillo made contact with Delacy 
Peavy, who advised someone had sto-
len the gas out of the excavator, bull-
dozer, and grader. It is unknown at 
this time how much gas was stolen. 
WCSO CSI responded to the scene to 
assist with the investigation. This case 
has been sent to detectives for further 
investigation.

TUESDAY, JAN. 16

• e ut  rnesto ru i o res onded 
to Summer Brooke Lane in reference 
to a stolen vehicle complaint. Upon 
arrival, Deputy Trujillo made contact 
with Sherry Whisenhunt, who advised 
sometime during the night someone 
stole her 2014 Nissan Sentra out of 
her driveway. Sherry advised the vehi-
cle was locked at the time. This case 
has been sent to detectives for further 
investigation. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 17

• au  Wi iams re orted someone 
broke into business warehouse. Stolen 
was a utility trailer along an assort-
ment of tools. All equipment loss was 
valued at approximately $24,000. This 
case has been sent to detectives for 
further investigation. Deputy Heather 
Will investigated.

THURSDAY, JAN. 18

• e ut  ustin i ers conducted a 
traffic stop on Wakulla Arran Road in 
reference to an expired tag. The driv-
er, Jacob Kemp was determined to not 
possess a valid driver’s license with 3 
prior convictions. Kemp was placed 
under arrest and transported to the 
Wakulla County Jail for DWLSR.

Deputies responded to Dux Liquor 
in reference to a fight in the parking 
lot. Upon arrival Jonathan and Chris-
topher Dailey were separated but had 
been in a physical dispute, with both 
subjects being heavily intoxicated. The 
Dux manager requested they leave the 
premises, but Jonathan continued to 
yell in the parking lot and refused to 
obey lawful commands to vacate the 
premises. Jonathan was placed under 
arrest for disorderly intoxication.

 
Report suspicious or illegal activity 

at 850-745-7100 or call 911 for emer-
gencies. 

Sheri� ’s Report

< Question of The Week > 

JE FF D Y K ES
Entrepreneur

“F or me, I don’ t 
like to be outside 
at 30 or  31, n ot 
fi t for man or 

beast.” 

CASSIE J O H NSO N
W aypoint Properties

efi nitely in 
the 40s !  I’ m cold 
around the mid- 

to low 50s.”

Polled around Cra fordville

CASEY  M O SER
W aypoint Property M anagement

 “B elow 60 
degrees, maybe 

in the 50s 
depending on 

the sun.”

“A nything below 
89 d egrees is 

cold.”

K AT H Y  O ’ NEAL
W akulla Realty

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

SO NY A FO WL ER 
REV ELL

o ler evell eal state

“A round 45 
degrees. I’ ll wear 

s ort sleeves 
when it’ s in the 

50s.”

What temperature is it when you consider it cold?
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By MARJ LAW

You’ve heard the 
term: “fieldstripping 
your gun.”

But what does this 
mean? How do you do 
it? How often do you 
have to clean your gun? 
What’s the big deal, 
anyway?

Our friends at Wiki-
pedia say fieldstripping: 
“refers to the process of 
disassembling it into 
its major components 
for cleaning and main-
tenance. This typically 
involves removing the 
slide, barrel, and other 
key parts in order to 
access hard-to-reach 
areas and remove built-
up residue.”

When  the  gun ’ s 
apart, you clean out 
the gunk and then lube 
your gun according to 
directions in the man-
ual.

One day I asked Joe: 
“How does your Sig 
Sauer P365 X-Comp 
come apart to clean?”

A newbie nearby 
huffed.

“All you do is run a 
snake through it.” She 
barely avoided saying: 
“Duh.”

Wouldn’t it be great 
if all you have to do is 
pass a snake through 
the barrel?

Drat. You should 
have guessed you ar-
en’t going to get away 
that easily.

Fortunately, many 
new guns, including 
Sig’s P365 series and 
Smith & Wesson’s EZ 
series come apart basi-
cally the same way.

So, what do you al-
ways do f irst when 
starting to clean any 
gun?

You point the muzzle 
in a safe direction, away 
from any people and 
anything that potential-
ly could get damaged. 
Then, you check to see 
that the gun is unload-
ed. Remember how we 
do that?

Push the magazine 
release button. The mag 
shoots out. Now there is 
no magazine in the gun.

But is there a round 
in the chamber? Pull 
back the slide all the 
way and push up on 
the slide lock lever. By 
the way, is the muzzle 
still pointed in a safe 
direction? Yes? Good.

While I am telling 
you this, I’m pulling 
back on Joe’s P365. 
And pulling. Drat. 

I’m not strong enough 
to get the slide all the 
way back. This 365 has 
a pretty strong recoil 
spring!

“Put the empty mag 
back in the gun,” di-
rects Joe. “It’s easier to 
lock the slide when the 
magazine is in the grip. 
You can lock it back 
without the magazine 
in, but it’s a lot harder.”

OK. I knew this a 
couple years ago and 
have managed to forget. 
And he’s right. The slide 
does lock back much 
more easily with the 
empty mag in the grip. 
Done.

Now that the slide is 
locked back, look into 
the ejection chamber. 
See any metal casing? 
Look towards the muz-
zle from the chamber. 
Still no back of a cas-
ing?

So, we’re totally clear 
of rounds in the gun. 

Push the mag release 
button again to eject 
the magazine. The mag-
azine needs to be out 
when you take the gun 
apart.

We’re about to field-
strip the gun.

These  par t i cu lar 

handguns and many 
new ones like them 
come apart in the same 
manner. Of course, al-
ways check the manual 
first. 

Locate the take-down 
lever. This lever is for-
ward (towards the muz-
zle) of the slide lock le-
ver. It has parallel lines 
on it. Often, when you 
see parallel lines, this is 
an indication of a place 
where you will push. 

The take-down le-
ver is no exception. 
Right now, the lever 
is running parallel to 
the slide. Take a finger 
and push down on this 
lever so that the lever 
is at a 90’ angle to the 
slide. You’ll be pushing 
downward from the side 
of the lever closest to 
the rear of the gun.

Now, the slide must 
come forward, so press 
down on the slide lock 
lever.

If you’re right-hand-
ed, hold the grip with 
your right hand. With 
your left hand, reach to 
the top of the slide, and 
pull the slide towards 

the front of the gun. 
If you’re left-handed, 
do the opposite. Notice 
that you can move the 
slide forward?

Continue pulling un-
til the slide is totally 
off the frame. You did 
it! The gun is now in 2 
pieces. That’s the way 
it’s supposed to be.

Are we done yet? No.
Let’s place the slide 

upside-down on the 
counter. See the spring? 
Place your left hand 
over the spring, cag-
ing it. One side of the 
spring is towards the 
muzzle. The other side 
sits in an indentation 
on the breech block. 
You’ll push backwards 
on the spring and pull 
up, which compresses 
it and then allows it to 
come off this indenta-
tion. Naturally, since 
the spring is under 
pressure, when you let 
go, it may want to fly 
across the room. This 
is why your left hand is 
acting like a cage over 
it. Your hand’s cage 
keeps the spring from 
going anywhere. 

So now you have the 
recoil spring out of the 
slide. Lay it aside.

Beneath where the 
spring had been is the 
barrel with its bar-
rel block. Remember, 
the spring had been 
compressed onto the 
notch on the barrel 
block. This part of the 
block is raised. Pick up 
the block, and move it 
backwards and up. Now 
you can lift the barrel 
out of the slide. Put it 
aside.

The slide assembly 
has come apart to the 
slide itself, the recoil 
spring and the barrel. 
You did it! Your hand-
gun is fieldstripped.

Once your gun is 
fieldstripped, you can 
clean the various parts 
as described in your 
manual. And yes, part 
of cleaning your gun 
includes running a 
“snake” though the bar-
rel. The snake is like a 
fat string you drop into 
the barrel, from the end 
closest to the chamber 
to the end closest to the 
muzzle. 

Fortunately, many 
new guns come apart 
this way. It’s fairly sim-
ple. You clean your gun 
after you’ve been shoot-
ing a few months, or 
when you’ve shot a lot. 

Why bother? When 
you shoot,  residue 
builds up in the barrel 
and the internal mech-
anisms of the gun. This 
residue can combine 
with lubricants, result-
ing in firing fouling or 
in decreasing the pre-
cision of your shooting. 
We sure don’t want 
that!

So now: lucky you! 
Bring out the solvent, 
swabs, grease, and all 
the tools you need to 
clean every crevice, sur-
face, and rail.

Fieldstripping? Piece 
of cake! 

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR

AAAIRIRIRIRLLLINEINEINE

BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

Fieldstripping a Sig Sauer P365 or S&W .380 EZ

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger 
Bob � ompson, on his weekly wildlife sur-

vey at the park last week, took this photo of a 
white ibis.
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The recent launch of the Coast Guard Cutter Argus with a flag donated by Publix.

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

This following infor-
mation comes from Bob 
Currie, United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Recreational Boating 
Safety Specialist, United 
States Coast Guard Aux-
iliary Station Galveston 
Flotilla.  

Sometimes things 
happen that are beyond 
your control. This is 
such a story. It involved 
3 men aboard a recre-
ational fishing vessel 
fishing near the Galves-
ton North Jetty limit.

Here is what hap-
pened.

The boat was a 31-foot 
fishing boat with three 
experienced fishermen 
aboard. The boat was 
powered by twin out-
board 225 HP engines. 
The crewmembers were 
familiar with the area in 
which they were fishing.

When the crew were 
finished fishing near 
the end of the jetty, the 
captain came out on the 
throttles and the boat at 
first started forward. But 
something went terribly 
wrong. The bow nosed 
up and the boat was 
sucked backwards and 
the transom was pulled 
below the surface imme-
diately flooding the boat.

It was later deter-
mined that an old an-
chor line had become 
fouled in both propellers. 
As the propellers wound 
the anchor line around 
them, the stern of the 
boat was pulled below 
the surface and water 
filled the boat quickly. 
Before the boat sank 
completely and capsized, 
one of the crew managed 
to call the US Coast 
Guard on their VHF ma-
rine radio and announce 
a mayday emergency. 

The radio operator 
was able to tell the Coast 
Guard Watchstander 
their location, and a 45-
foot rapid response boat 
was dispatched to the 
scene. The captain of the 
boat also set his anchor 
as soon as he realized he 

was in trouble. The boat 
was close to the shipping 
lane, and a wave from a 
passing tanker was the 
final straw that capsized 
the boat. The captain 
said that setting the 
anchor helped hold an 
air pocket in the bow of 
the boat and kept it from 
sinking completely.

When the Coast Guard 
rapid response boat ar-
rived at the scene, they 
found the boat capsized 
and three men in life 
jackets clinging to the 
hull. The crew of the rap-
id response boat tossed a 
line to the men clinging 
to the capsized hull, and 
one man attached the 
line to the bow winch 
ring. 

Check back next week 
for an analysis on what 

went well in this situa-
tion and lessons learned. 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.usc-
gaux.net follow us on 
FaceBook @ Apalachee 
Bay Flotilla 12 or contact 
our Flotilla Command-
er Phil Hill at pnkkh-
ill2000@yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, 
Staff Officer for Vessel 
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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M oon Illumination
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City of St. M arks

St. T eresa, T urkey Pt.lligator Point, c loc onee ay og Island est nd
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From FWC

This report represents 
some events the FWC 
handled Jan. 5-11 in the 
North Central Region. 
(No cases were reported 
in Wakulla County and 
the Northwest Region) 

DIXIE COUNTY

• Lieutenant Ward 
conducted a traffic stop 
on a vehicle that did 
not display a license 
plate. The vehicle, which 
was not be registered, 
was operated and occu-
pied by subjects known 
to Lieutenant Ward as 
commercial oyster har-
vesters. Officer Special-
ist Robson and Troiano 

arrived to assist. During 
the stop, it was found 
that the subjects had six 
bushels of oysters locat-
ed in the trunk of the car. 
Lieutenant Ward issued 
a traffic citation to the 
driver of the unregistered 
vehicle. Officers Robson 
and Troiano continued 
to investigate the oyster 
harvest and will file ad-
ditional charges with the 
State Attorney’s Office..

DUVAL COUNTY

• Officer Schirbock 
responded after mid-
night to a call to assist 
Neptune Beach Police 
Department with a ve-
hicle stop they had con-
ducted with occupants 

who had been hunting 
Canada geese. The offi-
cers observed a bow in 
the subject’s vehicle and 
found a goose that had 
been harvested. During 
an interview with the 
subjects, one admitted 
to shooting the goose. 
The subject was issued 
a citation for shooting 
a Canada goose in vio-
lation of legal shooting 
hours. 

LEVY COUNTY

• Officers Smith and 
Dean had responded to 
complaints about com-
mercial oyster harvesters 
in prohibited waters in 
the creeks around Su-
wannee Sound. These 

waters are closed to har-
vest to protect the public 
from harmful bacteria 
in the shellfish. Officer 
Smith and Dean worked 
with FWC Pilot Derse 
and Officer VanNess who 
were in the air survey-
ing the area. The air 
unit located a subject 
harvesting oysters in 
a creek in prohibited 
waters. Officers Smith 
and Dean went to the 
location provided by the 
air unit and observed a 
vessel with two subjects 
on board. The harvested 
oysters were piled on the 
culling board. Officers 
Smith and Dean arrested 
the violators for commer-
cially harvesting oysters 
in prohibited waters.

FWC Law Enforcement Report
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Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Real wetsuit diving.

Well, it’s wintertime here in North Florida and that 
means real wetsuit diving. What I mean is wetsuits 
from 5-7mm along with a good heavy coat so when 
you get out of the water you will have a coat to put on 
to protect you from the cold wind. I have the perfect 
long coat that is specially designed for just such a 
thing, it’s called a Surf-fur coat. It’s designed to go 
over your wetsuit and long enough to keep your legs 
warm even if your wetsuit is wet. It blocks the wind 
and has pockets designed so you can even take off 
your wetsuit without removing the coat. You can 
order them online and I will tell you they are worth 
every penny, I wear mine on dives in the winter.

I bring this up because I teach scuba classes even 
during the winter months in North Florida. I have a 
class right now that is preparing to go to the springs 
at the end of the month. It’s interesting how the 68 
degree water seems warm compared to the 40 degree 
outside temperature. 

Don’t be fooled into believing you’re safe from 
hyperthermia though. In fact, you’re more likely  to 
get very cold by thinking it’s OK to stay in the water 
for a long time.

When you first get into the spring it’s a little cold 
but you quickly start to heat up that thin layer of 
water in your wetsuit so you start your dive. By the 
time your done with your first dive you start to get 
cold because the energy you’re using will start to 
make you feel the cold, then you exit the water and 
that cold wind hits you while you’re walking back 
to the table where you coat is  and you’re really 
cold now.

With a 5mm wetsuit it is OK but I have heard 
that a 7mm wetsuit is much better and will keep 
your body warmer for a longer period of time. I use a 
5mm wetsuit and coupled with my surf-fur I’m able 
to stay a bit warmer and ready for my next dive. I 
would highly recommend that you take a couple of 
gallon jugs of very warm water with you so before 
you get in the water you pour it down the neck of 
your wet suit to help kickstart the warming process 
in the water that way you won’t have as quick of a 
heat loss in the beginning of your dive, it will help 
you to conserve your energy as well.

For those of you who brave the Gulf in the win-
tertime then for the 56 degree water I would highly 
recommend a quality drysuit. I keep telling myself 
to get a drysuit  but it’s like hurricane season telling 
myself to get a gas generator, It hasn’t happened yet. 

If you are going diving in the months of January 
through March please use the wetsuit or drysuit to 
protect yourself from the cold water, you will enjoy 
it more. Keep making bubbles.  

Russell Miller #59999
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When we’re not ‘treated right’

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

“It’s about time!” I said 
as I plopped my items on 
the checkout counter at 
the local drugstore. As 
soon as the words came 
out, my face burned with 
embarrassment.

“I’m so sorry,” I quick-
ly said to the cashier.

I wasn’t the only one 
who was frustrated by 
the way the cashier 
laughed and chatted 
with a co-worker be-
tween customers. But 
I knew my tone wasn’t 
what Jesus’ would have 
been. I wish it was rare 
for me to show such im-
patience. It sobers me 
when I wonder how badly 
I may have affected their 
day with my rudeness.

In the Bible, 1 Cor-
inthians 13 is often re-
ferred to as the “love 
chapter.” The first three 
verses clearly state we 
are nothing (a “useless 

nobody” AMPC) whenev-
er we do anything with-
out love.

This week we begin 
to focus on how love 
behaves by looking at 1 
Corinthians 13:4 (ESV): 
“Love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant.” 

If the English Stan-
dard Version isn’t con-
victing enough, let’s read 
the same verse in the 
Amplified Bible, Classic 
Edition: “Love endures 
long and is patient and 
kind; love never is envi-
ous nor boils over with 
jealousy, is not boastful 
or vainglorious, does not 
display itself haughtily.”

If we were to grade 
ourselves on how well we 
live out each command 
in this verse, what kind 
of grade would we give 
ourselves? Would our 
spouses give us the same 
score? What about our 
children? 

What about God?
Perhaps our answers 

will motivate us to med-
itate on – and apply – 1 
Corinthians 13:4 with 
renewed determination. 
In order to glean all we 
can from this packed 
verse, let’s focus on one 
challenge per week. 

This week, we’ll focus 
on patience.

As we think about 

God’s patience toward 
us, perhaps we’ll behave 
more patiently as we 
extend grace toward our 
spouses, children, fellow 
drivers, phone systems 
that keep us on hold, 
and yes, even incon-
siderate store cashiers. 
With God’s help, I want 
to live and speak in a 
way that will “change” 
another person’s day in a 
positive way, don’t you?

This certainly would 
be better than having to 
apologize for my rude-
ness at the checkout line 
– again.

Let’s pray:
Father, forgive us 

for our sinful reactions 

when someone doesn’t 
“treat us right.” Teach 
us what it means to en-
dure long instead of re-
sponding with a knee-
jerk reaction to others’ 
inconsiderate and rude 
behavior. Fill us with 
Your love and patience 
as we recall how often 
others – and You – have 
been patient toward us. 
Amen.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the 
blog, www.TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect 
with her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By JAMES SNYDER

Lately, I’ve been very 
tired. Which has nothing 
at all to do with my age. 
Rather, it has everything 
to do with all these spam 
calls I get every day.

It seems most spam 
calls come during lunch-
time when I’m eating. 
How dare they?

I don’t know who cre-
ated this idea of spam 
calls, but I would like five 
minutes alone with them. 
If you know what I mean.

For me, it began with 
my expired car warran-
ty. I would get calls daily 
telling me that my car 
warranty had expired and 
that I could remedy that 
situation by signing up 
with their warranty pro-
gram. They have every-
thing I need, so they say. 
What I really need is an 
Apple Fritter. Nobody’s 
ever offered me that.

Finally, I responded 
to their calls by telling 
them that I had a 1915 
Ford Model T, with only 
896,000 miles on it. I 
had so many clicks fol-
lowing this that I couldn’t 
count them. Thanks Hen-
ry Ford.

The in-person calls are 
annoying, but it is the 
recorded calls that I just 
don’t like.

I’ve been getting re-
corded calls saying that 
two years ago I had an 
accident and they would 
be glad to help me get the 
money I deserve. If I had 

an accident two years 
ago, I must’ve been asleep 
at the wheel.

Companies that call 
me with a recorded mes-
sage will never get my 
business.

Then there are those 
Medicare calls wanting 
to upgrade my coverage 
at no cost to me.

One of the first things 
they want to know is my 
age.

I get so sick and tired 
of this that after a while 
I came up with my story.

“So, how old are you 
sir?”

My response, “Well, I 
tell you, that is a difficult 
answer because every 
year my age changes, 
and I get confused, and 
I can’t keep up with my 
actual age.”

There’s a chuckle on 
the other end of the line 
and the person says, “So, 
when is your birthday?”

Again, my response 
is, “Well, my birthday is 
the day I celebrate being 
born.”

I sense a little frustra-

tion on the other line, and 
then they say, “Tell me 
what day your birthday 
is on.”

“Well, one year it’s on 
a Tuesday, and the next 
year it’s on a Thursday, 
and then it’s on a Satur-
day, and boy, I can’t keep 
up with it.”

Finally, I hear what 
I’ve been waiting for: a 
click from the other end 
of the line.

I don’t think my age 
or birthday is anybody’s 
business but mine. If I 
want somebody to know 
that information, I’ll call 
them myself. When some-
body I don’t know calls 
me and asks for per-
sonal information, I will 
not cooperate. If these 
spam callers act foolish, 
I will reciprocate and act 
foolish to them. I’m a 
good actor, so says The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage.

I’m often confused 
when someone calls me 
and wants me to tell them 
when they can deliver 
some medical equipment 

that will not cost me any-
thing. It will be absolutely 
free.

Of course, if I want 
some medical equipment, 
I’m going to go through 
my doctor. After all, that’s 
why I pay him all that 
money.

I would like to know 
how much money these 
spammers make doing 
the kind of job they do. 
They must be making 
money, or they wouldn’t 
always be calling. Where 
do they get the money, 
and who in the world 
would be foolish enough 
to give them personal 
information?

One person asked for 
my Social Security num-
ber, so I gave him 123-
45-6789. That has to 
be somebody’s security 
number, but it certainly 
isn’t mine.

Then the latest thing 
is that some spammer 
calls me and tells me 
that they are sending me 
some medical equipment 
to help me with my dia-
betes. And, (drumroll) it 

won’t cost me anything. 
I know when somebody 
says it’s not costing me 
anything, it will definitely 
cost me something.

“So, sir,” the spammer 
said, “do you have dia-
betes?”

Why in the world do 
they call me thinking I 
have diabetes? Where are 
they getting that informa-
tion? I know they haven’t 
talked to my doctor about 
it.

Then I had an idea. 
The next time a spammer 
called me and asked if I 
had diabetes, I said, “I’m 
not diabetic, but I am a 
sweet guy.”

After doing that several 
times, one person angrily 
said, “Are you hitting on 
me?”

“No,” I said, “but I sure 
would like to hit you.”

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage often 
tells me not to answer 
any of those calls. I ex-
plain to her I need to have 
fun and make it hard on 

some of these scammers. 
After all, don’t you get 
what you give?

There was a pause in 
those annoying calls and 
I had an opportunity to 
think about a Bible verse.

David said in Psalm 
18:3, “I will call upon 
the Lord, who is worthy 
to be praised: so shall I 
be saved from mine en-
emies.”

My thought was, no 
call from me could ever 
annoy God. He is waiting 
for me to call upon him. 
Whenever I call upon 
God, He is anxious to 
respond to my need. God 
doesn’t look on me as a 
spammer, but a claimer 
of His amazing grace.?

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.

I’m not diabetic, but I am a sweet guy
OUT TO PASTOR

By CHERYL CRUCE

Often, I scroll the in-
ternet, reading different 
quotes and their origin. 
For example: “A penny 
for your thoughts” was 
first used by Thomas 
More, an English lawyer 
and social philosopher, 
in 1535. The quote was 
an attempt by More to 
reengage someone in 
conversation. With an 
ADHD personality, I 
have heard this phrase 
a lot. 

Crossing the mighty 

waters with the early 
settlers, we learn of an-
other quote with much 
less familiarity. The 
phrase “living above the 
snake line” has been 
buried in the pages of 
time, yet it was a fre-
quently asked question 
of a pioneer farmer. A 
man wishing to pur-
chase farmland wanted 
his home and fields el-
evated above the dan-
gerous snake line. This 
was especially so for 
the colonists of the New 
England region of our 
country. 

The “snake line” is an 
invisible line (believed 
to be drawn by God) 
that exists at a certain 
degree above sea level. 
Venomous snakes and 
pesky insects find the 
thin air of the highlands 
too uncomfortable for 
permanent living. The 

early settlers discovered 
that the safety of the 
mountains would allow 
their children to play 
freely while they cared 
for the homestead, 
farmed, and trapped 
the wild game. 

If there is a snake line 
in the physical world, 
there must be one in 
the spiritual realm, 
where eternal dangers 
lie. Adam and Eve dis-
covered this line in the 
center of the Garden. 
It was drawn around 
the Tree of Knowledge 
of Good and Evil (Gen-
esis 2:17). Even though 
Adam and Eve had all 
they needed, the desire 
for the forbidden fruit 
lured them away from 
God. Deciding to cross 
the spiritual snake line 
changed their world for-
ever (Genesis 3). 

Moving forward in 

History, the Children 
of Israel often found 
themselves in the cen-
ter of a changing world. 
God was leading them 
to a promised land. For 
40 years, their cloth-
ing remained intact. 
Manna fell from Heav-
en, and water flowed 
from the rocks. Yet they 
complained that it was 
not enough. They want-
ed more. Their desires 
caused them to repeat-
edly slip beneath the 
proverbial line as they 
grumbled and com-
plained against God. 

Through the ages, 
people have not 
changed, including my-
self. Grass will always 
be greener on the other 
side, and desire will al-
ways reach for it. Here 
is a “penny for your 
thoughts.” God always 
comes for us. No valley 

is too deep, nor line so 
dark that He cannot see 
His children. His eyes 
followed Israel through-
out their wilderness 
experience. Try this 
“food for thought.” Re-
gardless of our circum-
stances, God constantly 
remembers His children 
(Isaiah 49:15). 

The Lord knows 
when we draw too close 
to the snake line of de-
sire, for the eyes of the 
Lord are everywhere, 
watching over good and 
evil (Proverbs 15:3), in-
cluding our wilderness. 
His voice calls out to us. 
No wasteland can hide 
us from His presence. 
For the spirit of the 
Lord dwells within us (1 
Corinthians 3:16). He is 
with us in our victories 
and defeats. He under-
stands our needs; He 
hears our desires and 

will provide according 
to His riches in Christ. 

Our Father’s greatest 
desire is for us to walk 
in the highlands of His 
grace. The air may be 
thin. However, He is our 
breath of life. Therefore, 
let us learn to live above 
the snake line. Let our 
longing be for His will 
in our lives. In doing so, 
we will find strength for 
our journey as we enter 
His presence. 

The Lord God is my 
strength; he will give me 
the speed of a deer and 
bring me safely over the 
mountains. Habakkuk 
3:19 

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.
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David Eugene Massengale, 64, 
passed away on January 18, 2024 
after a battle with cancer.

He was always able to keep a 
smile on his face regardless of the 
circumstances surrounding him. 
Always noticed the good things and 
was able to overlook the bad.

In many ways, David was the em-
bodiment of love as described in the 
Bible. Always patient, always kind, 

always trusting, hoping and pre-
serving. He will be truly missed by 
all that knew him.

He was born December 27, 1959 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee to Ger-
ald Massengale and Dorothy Juani-
ta Hood, who predeceased him.

He was a U.S. Army veteran.  He 
worked at the Wakulla Senior Cit-
izens Center’s Transportation De-
partment as a driver.

No local service is planned. 

Church Briefs
• Revival set at FIrst Pentecos-
tal

Please join us at the First Pentecos-
tal Church of Crawfordville, located at 
5 Crescent Way, Crawfordville (across 
from Dux) for revival services with 
Evangelist Tim Greene, and his wife, 
author Lois Greene, this weekend.

Friday, Jan. 26,  at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 27, at 5 p.m., and Sunday morn-
ing, Jan. 28, at 11 a.m.

We invite you to come worship with 
us and be blessed by the ministry of 
Tim and Lois Greene.

•Workshop on caring for loved 
ones with dementia

A free workshop will be offered on 
behavioral skills training and hospice 
services in caring for loved ones with 
dementia at Mount Olive Primitive 
Baptist Church #2 on Saturday, Feb. 3.

Key topics at the workshop will be 
• Caregiver skills building and self-

care
• Relaxation and calming prayer
• Dementia prevention strategies
• Spiritual, emotional and physical 

bene�ts of hospice care
• Advanced care planning for loved 

ones with dementia
The event will be held at the church, 

located at 8 Spring Creek Highway, 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Due to space limitations, up to 50 
people can be accomodated. RSVP 
to Tomeka Norton-Brown at tnnor-
ton@fsu.edu or call 866-778-2724 to 
register.

Presenters include Elder Sam 
Hayes of Mount Olive; Lenny Marshall, 
director of diversity, equity and inclu-
sion at Big Bend Hospice; Tomeka 
Norton-Brown, ACTS2 Project Coor-
dinator, and Robert Glueckauf, ACTS2 
Project Director.

David Eugene Massengale

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Winfred Justin Register, 92, of Carrabelle, died January 14, 2024.

• Melissa “Lissa” Bryant-Lawhon, 50, of Woodville, died January 17, 2024.
 

• Carolyn Griner, 89, of Crawfordville, died January 16, 2024.

• Anthony “Tony” Dannucci III, 78, of Sopchoppy, died January 19, 2024.

Deaths reported by Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Fam-
ily�c.com
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By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Just 
two weeks into the start of 
the 2024 legislative ses-
sion, House and Senate 
leaders’ major priorities 
are sailing through the 
process — with Senate 
President Kathleen Pas-
sidomo seeing one of her 
wish-list items pass in 
the upper chamber on 
Thursday.

Senators voted unan-
imously to approve a 
wide-ranging plan that 
Passidomo and other 
supporters have touted 
as a strategy to expand 
health-care access as the 
state’s population contin-
ues to grow.

In an attempt to keep 
up with ballooning health 
care demand, the two 
bills that comprise the 
plan are designed to 
make changes such as 
increasing the number 
of doctors in the state, 
shifting patients away 
from emergency rooms 
and boosting health-in-
novation efforts.

Senate Health and 
Human Services Appro-
priations Chairwoman 
Gayle Harrell, a Stuart 
Republican who has long 
worked on health-care 
issues, called one of the 
bills (SB 7016) “probably 
the most comprehensive 
health-care bill I have 
ever seen.”

“It is changing the di-
rection of health care,” 
Harrell said. “It’s going 
to make it more open 
and have more access for 
people. When we look at 
the population of Florida 
and the influx of people 
we have, we have to have 
providers out there.”

As is true with any leg-
islation, the Senate and 
House will have to come 
to an agreement on a 
final product in order for 
it to reach the governor’s 
desk — and the Senate 
measures’ projected costs 
differ from a House ver-
sion of the plan.

For example, Senate 
Health Policy Chair-
woman Colleen Bur-
ton, R-Lakeland, said 
an initial version of one 
of the bills would have 
cost about $800 million. 
But the Senate trimmed 
about $70 million before 
passing the bill Thurs-
day. The House proposal 
would cost about $580 
million.

“We don’t operate in 
a vacuum, and we have 
partners across the ro-
tunda (in the House) who 
we have been talking to,” 
Burton said.

The other Senate bill 
(SB 7018), sponsored 
by Harrell, would set up 
a revolving-loan fund 
program for health inno-
vation projects. That bill 
initially called for putting 
$75 million a year into 
the fund, but a change 
Thursday dropped the 
amount to $50 million.

The Senate plan also 
has a focus on helping 
Florida retain doctors 
who are graduating from 
medical school.

“It makes no sense 
to graduate people from 
medical school and not 
have residency programs 
for them here in Flor-
ida and then they go 
to another state,” Pas-
sidomo, R-Naples, told 
reporters Thursday. “It 
doesn’t make sense be-
cause when they move to 
another state and they 

put down roots, they stay 
there.”

House versions of the 
bills started moving for-
ward last week.

THE COST TO
OBJECT

After Florida saw more 
than 1,000 objections to 
school-library books and 
instructional materials 
during the last fiscal year, 
a House panel this week 
unanimously backed a 
bill that could lead to fees 
for people who file numer-
ous challenges.

The House Choice & 
Innovation Subcommittee 
on Thursday approved a 
bill (HB 7025) that calls 
for people who make ob-
jections to more than five 
instructional materials 
during a calendar year 
to be assessed $100 for 
each additional objec-
tion. The proposed fees 
would apply to “a parent 
or resident who does not 
have a student enrolled 
in the school” where the 
material is located.

School districts would 
have to return money to 
people if their objections 
are upheld.

People who testified 
about the bill during 
Thursday’s committee 
meeting represented both 
sides of the larger debate 
about school-book scru-
tiny.

Ryan Kennedy, a pro-
gram manager with the 
Florida Citizens Alliance, 
opposed the fee part of 
the bill.

“At Florida Citizens 
Alliance, we’ve been ad-
vocating for the removal 
of obscene materials. 
We just want to make 
sure that this is not a 
hindrance to that pro-
cess,” Kennedy said. “For 
example, Collier County 
recently removed over 
300 books. With that five-
book challenge threshold, 
that would be a lot of 
people you would need to 
get to object to books. The 
school district removed it, 
they found those books 
objectionable.”

But Sue Woltanski, 
chairwoman of the Mon-
roe County School Board, 
supported the proposed 
fees. Woltanski argued, 
in part, that processing 
book objections in large 
volumes can be a chal-
lenge for small school 
districts.

“I’m sure you’ve seen 
the data that the major-
ity of the books that are 
being challenged across 
the country come from 
11 individuals, and two 
of them live here in Flor-
ida. And it is a cumber-
some burden to small 
school districts to have to 
have staff to review those 
books in time,” Woltanski 
said.

According to a House 
staff analysis, Florida 
had 1,218 objections to 
books and other materi-
als during the 2022-2023 
fiscal year, resulting in 
386 books being removed 
from schools.

“Over half of the ob-
jections came from two 
school districts, Clay and 
Escambia. Clay County 
district schools reported 
489 objections that re-
sulted in removal of 177 
book titles. Escambia 
County public schools 
reported 215 objections 
that resulted in the re-
moval of nine book titles,” 
the analysis said.

The fee issue is includ-
ed in a broader House bill 
about school regulations. 
A similar suite of Senate 
bills does not include 
such a provision.

ON THE FAST TRACK

Addressing a top pri-
ority of Speaker Paul 
Renner, the House on 
Tuesday will consider a 
bill that would prevent 
minors under age 16 from 
creating social-media ac-
counts

The bill, in part, also 
would require social-me-
dia platforms to terminate 
existing accounts that 
are “reasonably known” 
by the platforms to be 
held by minors younger 

than 16 and would allow 
parents to request that 
minors’ accounts be ter-
minated.

Renner, R-Palm Coast, 
and other supporters of 
the bill (HB 1) contend 
that social media harms 
such things as children’s 
mental health.

But Meta, the parent 
company of Facebook 
and Instagram, and Ne-
tChoice, a tech-industry 
group, have argued the 
measure could be un-
constitutional and create 
data-privacy concerns.

S T O R Y  O F  T H E 
WEEK:  The Flor ida 
Senate on Thursday 
unanimously passed a 
wide-ranging plan that 
President Kathleen Pas-
sidomo, R-Naples, and 
other supporters tout 
as a strategy to expand 
health-care access as the 
state’s population contin-
ues to grow.

QUOTE  OF  THE 
WEEK: “I think we should 
be fostering communities 
of inclusion, and I think 
this bill is moving us 
backwards and not for-
wards.” — Rep. Lindsay 
Cross, D-St. Petersburg, 
referring to a bill (HB 901) 
that would restrict the 
types of flags that can be 
displayed at government 
buildings and schools.

Weekly Roundup: A step closer to living healthy

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000
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USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. TV AWARDS

Last week, the 
Primetime Emmy 
Awards honor-
ing top television 
shows finally took 
place. The ceremo-
ny, which covers TV 
shows and specials 
that aired from 
June 1, 2022, to 
May 31, 2023, was 
supposed to take 
place in November. 
It was delayed for 
four months be-
cause of the Hol-
lywood actors’ and 
writers’ strikes that 
were going on at the 
time. Among the 
well-known awards 
like those for top 
actors in comedy or 
drama series, there 
are some that peo-
ple don’t always 
think of. One is 
the award for “out-
standing variety 
special,” which in-
cluded nominees 
of Rhianna’s per-
formance at the 
2022 Super Bowl 
halftime show and 
last year’s Acade-
my Awards show. 
(The winner was a 
live stream of El-
ton John’s farewell 
concert tour.) Cre-
ate your own Em-
my’s category to 
honor a TV show, 
program, actor, or 
character you love. 
Then, write a “nom-
ination” explaining 
what your category 
is and who you’d 
want to win it.

2. RIVER 
TROUBLES

California has 
gone through se-
rious droughts, or 
periods without 
rain, in the past 
few years. In 2022, 
farmers turned to 
a nearby river, the 
Merced, to help wa-
ter their crops. The 
Merced River starts 
in Yosemite Nation-
al Park and moves 
through Califor-
nia’s Central Valley 
before meeting the 
San Joaquin River. 
But after months of 
use by farmers, the 
Merced River was 
no longer feeding 
into the San Joa-
quin —sections of 
the river were all 
dried up. This is a 
problem not only 
for the people who 
use the river’s wa-
ter, but for all the 
animals that live 
in the river, like 
Chinook salmon, 
which are endan-
gered in that area. 
Now, government 

officials in charge 
of protecting water 
are trying to come 
up with better ways 
to address both the 
bodies of water in 
the state and the 
people who depend 
on them. Think 
about how import-
ant water is to the 
planet. It waters the 
crops of food that 
we eat, provides a 
habitat for many 
animals, and more. 
Write your own rea-
sons why bodies of 
water are important 
and why you think 
they should be pro-
tected from being 
dried up.

3. SOCCER 
SURPRISE

A soccer fan at a 
match for his favor-
ite team in England 
wasn’t able to cheer 

when his team 
scored because he 
was pulled from the 
crowd to be a ref-
eree in the game! 
He volunteered to 
fill in as an official 
after one of the as-
sistant referees 
was injured. He 
had experience as 
a referee for youth 
teams before and 
was given quick in-
structions about 
what he needed to 
know. The game 
ended with a dra-
matic win for his 
team, the Wolver-
hampton Wolves, 
and he wanted to 
cheer and cele-
brate, but he had 
to stay neutral as 
a game official. Do 
you have a favorite 
sports team? What 
would it be like to 
help out during a 
game? What would 

the hardest parts 
be? The most fun 
parts? Write a sto-
ry from that per-
spective, helping 
out or being a part 
of a team or match 
for any sport you 
choose.

4. COFFEE IN 
COURT

Farmers in Ha-
waii protected the 
special coffee that 
only grows there 
by taking on big re-
tail stores in court. 
Kona coffee is some 
of the most expen-
sive in the world 
and can only be 
grown in the Kona 
region of Hawaii. 
The farmers’ le-
gal case tested the 
chemical makeup 
of their coffee beans 
and others from 
around the world 
and proved that 
some stores were 
labeling other cof-

fee as Kona beans 
when they weren’t. 
As a result, the 
companies had to 
pay large fines for 
tricking customers 
and many now in-
clude the percent-
age of authentic 
Kona beans on their 
labels. Write a sum-
mary of this story, 
including the facts 
that you learned.

5. DOLPHIN 
BEHAVIOR

Scientists now 
think that bot-
tlenose dolphins, 
which are known 
for being very smart 
animals, change 
their voices when 
“talking” to their 
babies, which are 
called calves. They 
use a different ver-
sion of their normal 
whistle sounds, 
sometimes higher 
pitched and some-
times lower, when 

they’re communi-
cating with their 
calves. They think 
that it may be to 
help the bond be-
tween the mother 
and calf, because 
the change in pitch 
could help calves 
know that a sound 
is directed at them 
instead of anoth-
er dolphin. In hu-
mans, using high-
er pitched “baby 
talk” is thought to 
hold an infant’s at-
tention better than 
your normal speak-
ing voice. Dolphins 
are very smart and 
do a lot of things 
similar to humans. 
Write a story with 
a dolphin as the 
main character and 
incorporate at least 
one human behav-
ior that your dol-
phin does. Draw a 
picture to go along 
with your story — 
or turn it into a 
comic strip!
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Microgram
4. Where golfers begin
7. Each
8. Warm weather me-
tropolis
10. Coat with sticky 
substance
12. Girl’s given name
13. Myth (Spanish)
14. Ultrahigh frequen-
cy
16. Former NBAer 
Jeremy
17. Where rockers 
work
19. Your consciousness 
of your own identity
20. So�-�nned �shes
21. Localities
25. Paddle 
26. Union
27. Member of reli-
gious community
29. Small shrill �ute
30. Small constellation 
in the Milky Way
31. �ey __
32. College kid on 
vacation
39. de Armas and 
Gasteyer are two

41. Part of the human 
body
42. A progressive 
grading
43. Sound unit
 44. Noise some birds 
make
45. Abba __, Israeli 
politician
46. Portuguese city
48. Be extremely, un-
critically fond of
49. Resembling old 
Norse poems
50. Ask for out of ex-
treme need
51. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr.)
52. Midway between 
south and southeast
 
CLUES DOWN
1. An insane person
2. __ Boothe Luce, 
American author
3. Buttock muscles
4. Men’s fashion acces-
sory
5. “Hotel California” 
rockers
6. Electronic commu-
nication

8. Magnetomotive 
force (abbr.)
9. Hostelries
11. A way to resound
14. Exclamation: yuck!
15. A resident of Indi-
ana
18. Exclamation of 
surprise
19. Make a mistake
20. Boundary
22. Antilles island
23. It’s used to make 
furniture
24. Clod
27. �ey indicate 
where places are
28. Bobby __, NHL 
champ
29. Prints money
31. Honorable title 
(Turkish)
32. Appetizers
33. Midway between 
north and northwest
34. Spanish be
35. Breezed through
36. Grilled dishes
37. In a way, excites
38. Change mind
39. A French abbot
40. Popular candy
44. Partner to cheese
47. Wood or metal 
bolt
 

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Please Recycle

A Free 
Press 
Your 

Key To 
Freedom

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 

of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks &  Servers. 
P ositions starting at $ 14 . Hr.

ROCK Y’ S –  M EDA RT
(850)926-4353

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HA NDYM A N &  P RESSU RE 
WA SHING SERVICES

Crawfordville &  surrounding areas
850- 694 - 4 832

DEA DHEA D CYP RESS
A ccepting all calls

850- 276- 0370 

Ox yGo NEX T Ox ygen
P ortab le with 2 b atteries &  

Charger.  
Leather case. $ 2,500. OBO

 850- 566- 2509

NEW LOCAL AUTHOR
Reggie Williams

“ It’ s Time for Change”
Order my b ook  

 now availab le on A maz on.

SERVICES

SEEKING FOR SALE

RENTALS

LIENS

FICTITIOUS NAME

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John A llcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

A lso –  Custom P roducts

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advise Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

SERVICES

Payne’s PAINTING
339-4155
Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.

References available. We look forward to serving you.

TWS 02/17/2024 sale
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is given pursuant to Florida Self-Storage Facility Act, 
Florida Statues, Chapter 83, Part IV, that ABC Storage will 
hold a sale by sealed bid on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024 at 2:00 
p.m. at 3743 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327, of 
the contents of Mini-Warehouse containing personal proper-
ty of DAN DEVELLEZ
Before the sale date of Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024 by 12:00 noon. 
�e owners may redeem their property by payment of the 
outstanding balance and costs by contacting ABC Storage 
at (850) 508-5177, or by paying in person at the warehouse 
location.

Published January 25, February 1, 2024

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Jeffrey 
Yarbrough, is desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

OLD BETHEL ACRES
Located at 102 Old Bethel Road, Crawfordville, FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on January 25, 2024
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KWCB volunteers, above, 
at tire amnesty day at the 

community center. A pile of 
tires, right, on the ground 
and � lling the Dumpster.

PHOTO BY LINDA ANN McDONALD

PHOTO BY TAMMIE NASON

KWCB’s Tire Amnesty Day held

By TAMMIE NASON
KWCB Director

The  r ecen t  Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful Tire Amnesty Event, 
held on Saturday, Jan. 
20, 2024, was a re-
sounding success, made 
possible through the 
generous funds from 
the Florida Department 
of Environmental Pro-
tection. Marpan played 
a vital role by providing 
Dumpsters, and the total 
weight of collected tires 
will be available soon, 
showcasing the com-
munity’s commitment 
to responsible waste 
disposal. 

To manage the over-
whelming response, 
KWCB collaborated with 
the county transfer sta-
tion and Waste Pro to 
ensure efficient han-

dling of the tire over-
flow. This collaborative 
effort demonstrated the 
strength of partnerships 
in addressing environ-
mental challenges.

The success of the tire 
amnesty event was part 
of a broader, impactful 
week for the Wakulla 
environment. Volun-
teers and road adopters 
kicked off the week by 
cleaning Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, fol-
lowed by a tree planting 

at Medart Park orga-
nized by the Wakulla 
Garden Club. The Arbor 
Day tree giveaway added 
to the week’s positive 
momentum. 

 “Stay green Wakulla” 
echoes the community’s 
dedication to environ-
mental consciousness, 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of ongoing efforts 
to preserve and enhance 
the natural beauty of 
Wakulla County.

25th Annual

A Family Friendly Day Packed Full of 
FUN and LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!

Line-Up 9 a.m.
starts at 10 a.m.

Cash Prize awarded 
for 1st Place $200.00

2nd Place $150.00
3rd Place $100.00

Does your business want to 
participate in our 

Valentine’s Day Festival? 
Go to www.wakullarotary.org/

Valentines for all forms 
to participate.

Want a great way to advertise your business? 
You can get your business name out there by 

sponsoring the Valentine’s Festival! 

Vendors Needed!
WakullaRotary@yahoo.com

Want to participate 
in the parade? 

Registration is FREE! 

All proceeds to benefi t High School Scholarships the Rotary Club of Wakulla Provides!

SATURDAY, FEB. 10, 2024

Valentine’s Day 
Festival & Parade

AT 
HUDSON PARK

CHERYL 
SWIFT, 

850-766-3218 
CSWIFTREALTOR@YAHOO.COM

850-926-9100 OFFICE
WWW.WPTPROPERTIES.COM

“Let me help you find 
  your way home…”

I moved to the Wakulla County area in 1996 and fell in love with the 
small hometown feel of Crawfordville. Wakulla County has wide open 
spaces to enjoy just about any type of outdoor activity and sports from 
� shing in the Gulf or local rivers to hunting in our national forests as well 
as driving down our country roads just enjoying our abundant wildlife 
and our wonderful beaches.
After spending over 17 years in the legal � eld as a Paralegal, I have 

found another niche in a fantastic career in the ever changing real estate 
industry. I am diligent and hardworking, my approach with real estate 
Customers is somewhat low-keyed. I spend time with each Customer, 
be it a Seller or a Buyer, to get of feel of what their real estate needs are. 
I specialize in Crawfordville and surrounding areas in Wakulla County. 

I have been in the real estate business since 2005 and continue to 
update my education to be the best possible Realtor and now a Broker 
Associate, I can be to my Customers. I know the area and market 
thoroughly and I have the experience and the advanced training in the 
� eld of real estate and will continue to advance my real estate training.

CHERYL 
WelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcome
Back BROKER ASSOCIATE, 

REALTOR
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Members of the garden club 
and other dignitaries, above, 

at the tree planting held at 
the rec park on Friday. At 

right, Lynn Artz talks about 
Jeanne Brodhead’s accom-

plishments – one of the two 
trees planted was dedicated 

to Brodhead. 

Tree recipient Troy Collins

Volunteer Susan Fears loading an overcup oak 
into a vehicle.

County Forester Emily Martin and volunteer Marty Co�ey with longleaf pine seedlings.
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By LYNN ARTZ
Special to The Sun

Wakulla County Garden Club 
joined garden clubs across Florida 
by planting two southern live oaks to 
celebrate Florida Arbor Day and the 
100th anniversary of the Florida Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs. Nearly 150 
garden clubs from Milton to Miami si-
multaneously planted trees at 11a.m. 
on Friday, Jan. 19th.

WCGC planted trees in the Medart 
Recreation Park with about 30 people 
present. They dedicated one tree to 
the club’s beloved member, Jeannie 
Brodhead, for her tremendous service 
to the community over many years. 

WCGC President, Dianne Amburn, 
and Recreation Director, Bryan Rod-
denberry, welcomed guests. FNPS 
Sarracenia Chapter President Melanie 
Trexler shared the interesting history 
of Arbor Day. WCGC Treasurer Pam 
Morris read aloud the county’s Arbor 
Day proclamation. Biologist Chuck 
Hess described the uniqueness and 
importance of live oaks. 

The program ended with a visibly 
moved Jeannie Brodhead hearing her 
accomplishments recited and seeing 

the bronze plaque inscribed with 
her name. Lynn Artz, her collabora-
tor on Crawfordville Arbor Day tree 
giveaways led the dedication. Then 
all speakers gathered with shovels 
around one of the trees for photos.

Attendees included Commissioners 
Chuck Hess and Quincy Messersmith, 
Clerk of Court Greg James, Keep 
Wakulla County Beautiful Director 
Tammie Nason, Health Department 
Director Tonya Hobby, Dolly Mitchell 
with the Parks Department, other 
county employees and county resi-
dents, and members of the Wakulla 
County Garden Club and the Sarra-
cenia Chapter of FNPS.

A grant to the Florida Federation of 
Garden Clubs from the Duke Energy 
Foundation helped to purchase the 
arbor day trees planted by WCGC and 
other garden clubs. Danny Collins, Di-
rector of Government and Community 
Relations for Duke Energy, was among 
those attending. Marney Richards, 
Education Coordinator for the Florida 
Wildlife Federation, was also present. 
A second grant to FFGC from the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation funded tree 
seedling giveaways on January 19th.

By LYNN ARTZ
Special to The Sun

Fifty volunteers braved frigid weath-
er to give away free trees at the 20th 
annual Crawfordville Arbor Day cele-
bration. More than 1,500 native trees 
found homes at the drive-through 
giveaway outside the County Exten-
sion on Saturday, Jan. 20th.

Hundreds waited patiently in vehi-
cles to choose from among 15 kinds 
of trees. Eight kinds were purchased 
as bareroot seedlings with grant funds 
from the National Wildlife Federa-
tion. Wakulla County Garden Club 
members planted the baby trees in 
pots last February and tended them 
for a year. Just Fruits Nursery kept 
them watered. The eight species were 
eastern mayhaw, parsley haw, rusty 
blackhaw, chinquapin, red cedar, live 
oak, pignut hickory, overcup oak, 
sweet shrub, possum haw, and da-
hoon holly.

County Forester Emily Martin and 
the Florida Forest Service contributed 

red maples, river 
birch, and con-
tainerized longleaf 
pine seedlings. 
Lynn Artz donated 
redbuds and elms 
dug from her yard. 
Jeannie Brodhead 
provided Amer-
ican hollies and 
other seedlings.

V o l u n t e e r s 
greeted tree seek-
ers all along the 
vehicle line. Pam 
Pafford and Jenn 
McWilliams hand-
ed out tree de-
scriptions and or-
der forms to those 

waiting on Ochlockonee Street. Tree 
advisors Jeannie Brodhead, Michelle 
Hackmeyer, and David Roddenberry 
helped those in line choose trees. At 
the Welcome Station on Cedar Avenue, 
Madeleine Carr and Barbara Wilson 
provided tree planting and care in-
structions. WCSO effectively managed 
traffic.

The ticket station, where order 
forms were exchanged for tree tickets, 
was capably staffed by Mary Driscol, 
Beth Hakemoller, Pam Morris, Tonia 
Murray, Evelyn Reid, Marney Rich-
ards, Jaye  Sousa, and Marty Quinn. 
Fifteen pairs of volunteers staffed the 
15 tree stations where tickets were 
turned in for trees. Roy Malmburg took 
charge of sign placement and monitor-
ing tree counts. Betsy Smith pruned. 
Claudia Farren took photos. Most of 
the event’s volunteers are members 
of the Wakulla County Garden Club, 
the Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida 
Native Plant Society, or Master Gar-
deners. Volunteers were rewarded 
with first pick of trees.

Tree were loaded into vehicles by 
Colleen & John Alcorn, Dianne Am-
burn, Logan Austreng, Dewana & 
Terrence Britten, Tamara Byrnes (& 
Charlie), Marty & Dave Coffey, James 
Cooper, Mary Cortese, Margaret Da-
vis, Susan Fears, Jiujing Gu, Chris 
Hill, Jenny Lorch, Rich McWilliams, 
Rita Schuetz, Khadejah Scott, Pen-
ny Slaughter, Nicole Sullivan, Ann 
Reams, Betsy Rudden, George Weaver, 
Dianna & Shannon Whitmore, and 
Ryan with FFS.

“We’ve already ordered the trees 
that we will give away next year,” said 
Lynn Artz. “Soon we will put them into 
pots,” said Jeannie Brodhead. 

Next year’s Crawfordville Arbor Day 
celebration will return to Hudson Park 
on Jan. 18, 2025.

Two live oaks planted at Medart Rec Park

20th Crawfordville Arbor Day tree giveaway held 

Arbor Day events in Wakulla




