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Correction
A front page story last week about the res-

olution of a con� ict between D.R. Horton and 
the Homeowner’s Association at � e Retreat at 
Wakulla incorrectly identi� ed the original con-
struction company which founded the HOA and 
the president of the HOA.

� e original builder was Precision Home Build-
ers dba Gene Cutchin Construction. 

� e Sunbiz listing for the HOA lists Travis Pe-
reze as president and Susan Jones as secretary.

We regret the errors.Turn to Page 5

Turn to Page 3
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J acob Robison charged with killing 
inf ant in J uly 2 0 2 3 ;  Richard B ishop  
charged with killing inmate at W C I

C hristian coalition honors achiev ement in medicine at gala;  other weekend ev ents

obert Standeford sued s eriff s offi ce claiming e as a istleblo er

Celebrated at the banquet were Wakulla natives Dr. Carol Broxton, RN Vanessa Allen Dickey,  RN Stephanie Jackson-
Sanders, Dr. NaQuita Jackson Nelson, and keynote speaker Dr. Krystal Franklin. Pharmacist Rita Louise Hughes was 

unable to attend.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The Wakulla County Christian’ 
Coalition’s annual Arthur Lee 
Andrews’ scholarship gala was 
packed on Saturday night at the 
community center, with an esti-
mated 160 guests in attendance 
for the event to honor local women 
achievers working in medicine.

Dr. Krystal Franklin, a medical 
doctor and owner of a surgical 
center in Las Cruces, New Mexico, 
noted the rarity of black doctors 
and especially black surgeons.

She is the daughter of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Eddie Franklin Sr. She 
graduated from the University 
of Pennsylvania trained in Oc-
cupational Medicine and Inter-
ventional Pain Management. She 
completed her internship and 
residdency training in general 
surgery at Columbia University’s 
College of Physicians & Surgeons, 
and the University of Medicine & 

Dentistry of New Jersey.
Chandra Godwin, one of the 

hosts of the evening, recounted 
growing up with Dr. Franklin and 
said she grew up to be what she 

wanted to be.
Robert Manning of the Chris-

tian Coalition told a story of 
coaching Franklin in softball – the 
only game he was tossed from as a

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

A Wakulla County grand jury was empaneled 
recently and returned indictments for first degree 
murder in two cases: one is against Jacob Robison, 
who is accused of killing an infant back in July 
2023; and Richard E. Bishop for killing an inmate 
at Wakulla Correction-
al Institute.

The grand jury came 
back with the indict-
ments at the end of 
January.

Robison is charged 
with first degree mur-
der for the death of a 
1-year-old child under 
his care back on July 
12, 2023. According 
to the indictment, Ro-
bison, 23, is charged 
with killing the child 
by “blunt force trauma 
and/or brain bleed, 
and the killing was per-
petrated from or with 
a premeditated design 
or intent.” He is also 
charged with aggra-
vated child abuse for 
battery on the child.

Robison and the ba-
by’s mother were living 
in a shed behind her 
mother’s house with 
the baby and Robison’s 2-year-old child. The moth-
er went to work and later received texts that the 
baby had fallen off the bed. When the mother got 
home from work she found the baby unresponsive, 

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

Dyana Stewart from the Florida Rural Water 
Association presented the Sopchoppy city commis-
sion with a rate study, laying out the options for 
future rate increases to users inside and outside 
the city. 

The current base rate is $16 for consumers 
within the city, and $22 for those outside, a 37.5% 
difference. The city commission has been looking 
into changing this rate both to pay for needed im-
provements to the water system and in response 
to a Senate bill that would ban gaps between costs 
for inside and outside consumers, such as the 
37.5% gap that exists now.

The first scenario had been presented at an ear-
lier meeting, and would mean rates of $21.12 for 
users inside the city and $26.40 for those outside, 
an overall increase in the rates, but a decrease in 
the percentage gap between them to about 25%. 

The second scenario eliminates that gap com-
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Former Wakulla deputy 
Robert Standeford
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Spectators braved the light rain on Saturday for the parade.

4-H Senior Prom

See Page 14

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Former Wakulla dep-
uty sheriff Robert Stan-
deford’s whistleblower 
lawsuit was dismissed 
last week.

S t a n d e f o r d  h a d 
claimed in his 2021 law-
suit against the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
that he had made verbal 
and written complaints 
to his supervisors about 
his mistreatment and 
school safety issues. He 
claimed that because 
of his whistleblowing, 
he was moved from a 
position at Youth and 
Community Services to 
a school resource offi-
cer –  which Standeford 
claimed in his lawsuit 
was a demotion as pun-
ishment.

In a 9-page order is-
sued on Friday, Feb. 16, 
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith granted 
summary judgment to 
the sheriff’s office and 
found that the dismissal 
of Standeford by Sheriff 

Jared Miller was war-
ranted both by Stan-
deford lying in a trial 
and his lies about his 
military service – either 
of which was grounds for 
termination.

(Standeford was given 
the option to resign rath-
er than be terminated.) 

Additionally, the state 
attorney’s office under 
then-Chief Prosecutor 
Brian Miller had written 
a Giglio memo on Stan-
deford after filing felony 
perjury charges on him. 
A Giglio memo notes a 
law enforcement officer’s 

lack of credibility as a 
witness for past lies. 
The judge in his order 
noted the Giglio memo 
on Standeford  “compro-
mises his ability to serve 
as a deputy sheriff.”

Standeford attorney 
Marie Mattox argued 
at a recent hearing her 
client’s treatment was 
notably different from 
how the sheriff’s office 
handled Deputy Colton 
Sheridan, who resigned 
after an internal affairs 
investigation found he 
lied about justifications 
for traffic stops and ar-
rests.

(The Sun wrote about 
Deputy Sheridan in a 
front-page story, “Ques-
tions about deputy” on 
Oct. 19, 2023.)

Judge Smith noted in 
his order that both dep-
uties were investigated 
for untruthfulness, but 
“the court rejects the 
argument that because 
the sheriff did not fire 
Deputy (Sheridan) for 
lying, he cannot fire an-
other deputy for lying. 

Two wrongs do not make 
a right.”

 The sheriff’s office be-
gan investigating Stan-
deford after then-Un-
dersheriff Billy Jones 
received a complaint 
from a member of the 
public that Standeford 
was claiming he was 
a Marine. Jones had 
been under the impres-
sion that Standeford 
had served in the Marine 
Corps and initiated an 
internal affairs investi-
gation.

In March 2021, when 
Standeford was informed 
of the investigation and 
suspended with pay, as 
an inventory of equip-
ment and personal ef-
fects from his patrol ve-
hicle was being done, a 
Certificate of Honor was 
found for “Robert Stan-
deford United States 
Marines.” 

Standeford told inter-
nal affairs that he was 
not a Marine and denied 
telling others he was a 
Marine.

Deputy’s lawsuit dismissed

A R THU R  LEE AN DER SO N  SC HOLAR SH IP G AL A
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Flatwoods plum
By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, and 

SANDY TEDDER
 

Flatwoods plum (Prunus umbellata) de-
lights with its spectacular late-winter flow-
er display. For about a month, this small 
deciduous tree is covered with a cloud of 
showy white flower clusters. Bees pollinate 
the early blooming 5-petaled flowers that 
are important for native bees and are one 
of the first nectar sources for early spring 
butterflies. In summer and fall, flatwoods 
plum bears small, tart purple fruits that are 
attractive to wildlife. While edible, the fruit 
is best used for jelly. Also called hog plum, 
this beautiful native grows 12-20 feet tall 
and wide in medium to dry, well-drained 
soil in full to part sun. It will live for 30-
40 years in a good site. Several flatwoods 
plums are blooming now at the south end 
of Sopchoppy Depot Park.

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models
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          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 
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SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA HEART 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

is committed to combating heart 
disease by improving outcomes and 

quality of life.  Based in Miami, Florida, our Foundation raises funds 
for research, educational programs and prevention grants which 

are only made possible through public support by everyone who 
switches to our ‘Stop Heart Disease’ specialty license plate, which 

is the only plate in the State of Florida that supports this cause. We 
make it easy to support our mission and raise awareness about heart 
disease by offering our special limited time program to Switch at No 

Cost from your “Florida” license plate to our “Stop Heart Disease”.  
Visit www.stopheartdisease.org to make the switch. 

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 

of

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Ethan Wright – 8th grader at Wakulla Middle
Student of the Week

Principal: Simeon Nelson

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Ethan is 
a model middle school student. He is polite and 
well-mannered. He is fully engaged and partic-
ipates in class discussions. Ethan is a positive 
role model for behavior and expectations. He his 
well-liked by all his peers and teachers. 

Ethan’s passion is soccer. He played on the WMS 
team this year. He also plays with a travel league 
outside of school.

WMS is pleased have Ethan as one of our amaz-
ing Wildcats! Keep up the good work. We are 
proud of you!

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on
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The Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested two juveniles, ages 11 and 15, 
for shooting into an occupied convey-
ance and criminal mischief following 
the shooting of a school bus.

On Thursday, Feb. 15, Wakulla 
County District School bus 31 had two 
of its windows shattered when it was 
twice fired upon by pellet/BB guns. 
The bus was shot as it was transport-
ing students home from Shadeville 
Elementary School while traveling in 
an easterly direction on Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Memorial Boulevard in 
the area of Graham Trail. No children 
were seriously injured. The shooting 
was reported to the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office, Wakulla Fire Rescue, 
and Wakulla County District Schools. 
Personnel from each of those entities 
immediately responded to the scene. 

Wakulla County Fire Rescue eval-
uated the bus driver and students. 
There was a minor leg injury to one of 
the children as a result of glass debris. 
Thereafter, Wakulla County District 
Schools arranged for alternate trans-
portation for the children who had 
been riding the bus. Deputies saturat-
ed the area in an effort to ascertain the 
origin of the projectiles that shattered 
the two windows of the school bus.

Within minutes, deputies and de-
tectives located two juveniles in the 
area. The juveniles were subsequently 
interviewed and admitted to shooting 
the air rifles which had shot the bus 
windows. Detectives recovered the two 
air rifles which had been hidden in a 
wooded area next to a residence. One 
was a BB gun and one was a pellet 
gun.

The juveniles were arrested and 
transported to the Wakulla County 
Jail.

PHOTO BY  WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Water rates

Indictments

School transportation personnel and sheri� ’s deputies with the school bus that windows 
shot on �ursday a�ernoon. One child was injured by broken glass.

From Front Page
 

lpletely, equalizing costs inside 
and outside of Sopchoppy. It 
suggests updating the rate to 
$25.65 for everyone, which 
would mean that the rate 
wouldn’t need to be changed 
again later should the Senate 
bill pass. Scenario 3 maintains 
the same gap, increasing the 
cost inside to $19.20 and the 
cost outside to $26.40, leaving 
the existing gap of 37.5% in 
place. 

The city commission-
ers deliberated over the 
issue, agreeing that the 
gap should be decreased, 
but unsure of whether 
to get rid of the gap alto-
gether and use Scenario 
2 or go with Scenario 1 
first and then go to Sce-

nario 2 later, so that the 
increases are taken in 
steps, therefore making 
it an easier transition 
for Sopchoppy residents 
who would see the biggest 
increase. 

Sopchoppy City Attor-
ney Dan Cox  said that 
it might be best to go 
straight to Scenario 2, 
and “rip the Band-Aid 
off.” 

City commissioners 
decided to advertise 
equalizing costs for all 
customers, giving the 
public a chance to re-
spond to it, before mov-
ing ahead with actually 
increasing the rates.

In other news:
• a e Bro n o  -

win Brown & Associates 

was at the meeting to 
request a capacity letter 
for a 49-unit develop-
ment in Crawfordville, 
which would need to be 
attached to Sopchoppy’s 
water system. The letter 
needed information about 
whether getting the devel-
opment attached to the 
water would be possible, 
and if so when that could 
occur, so that it could be 
delivered to the Wakulla 
County Planning Com-
mission for approval. At-
torney Cox said that, yes, 
the development could 
be put on Sopchoppy’s 
water, but that it would 
be possible in Novem-
ber 2025 at the earliest, 
once Phase 1 of develop-
ments were completed. 
The letter will be written 
to include that condition 
before it can be approved.

• he irst rea ing o  
the capacity fee ordnance 
was made, and the ord-
nance would apply a 
$7,900 one-time fee to 
all new connections to the 
water system.

•  Super in ten ent 
Pearce spoke with Vice 
Mayor Roger McKenzie 
about transferring the 
old Sopchoppy School to 
the city, rather than sell-
ing it to the highest bid-
der. Both the Sopchoppy 
Opry and the Wakulla 
Community Theater uti-
lize the old gym, and 
could potentially gener-
ate enough revenue to 
maintain it, but the city 
commissioners wanted to 
hold a workshop on it be-
fore outright agreeing, to 
make sure their eventual 
decision is as educated as 
possible. 

From Front Page
 

blue, and covered in 
bruises. She rushed to 
take the baby to the hosp-
tial, stopping at a Dollar 
General where she saw 
two Wakulla County sher-
iff’s deputies and asked 
for help. The two deputies 
tried to render lifesaving 
aid but the baby did not 
respond.

A few months earlier, in 
April, Robison had been 
charged with child abuse 
and battery after striking 
the mother of his child 
when they were arguing 
about getting a divorce. 
Robison was holding the 
child when he allegedly 
grabbed the woman by the 
throat, she pushed him 

off and allegedly struck 
him while grabbing for 
the child.

Robison was indict-
ed for first-degree mur-
der and aggravated child 
abuse by great bodily 
harm.

The other murder in-
dictment was for Richard 
Bishop, who is charged 
with murdering another 
inmate at Wakulla Cor-
rectional Institute. 

Information on the 
case is difficult to come 
by as Bishop, who is serv-
ing 20 years in prison for 
second degree murder, 
has not been served with 
the indictment. Accord-
ing to the state attorney’s 
office, Bishop allegedly 
murdered the inmate 

after identifying him as a 
sex offender.

Two other men were 
indicted by the grand jury  
– Neimus Green and Paul 
Searfoss – both charged 
with sexual battery on a 
child under 12.

Wakulla Chief Pros-
ecutor Andrew Deneen 
said he sought a grand 

jury indictment on the 
two men because under a 
new state law the crime of 
sexual battery on a child 
is a capital offense.

Though the state is not 
seeking the death penalty 
in those cases, Deneen 
said he went to the grand 
jury in an abundance of 
caution.

By WALT JACOBS
Special to The Sun

 
Florida High’s Bob 

Albertson gymnasium 
was the site of the 2024 
FHSAA 1A District 2 
Championships. At the 
forefront of most every 
wrestler’s mind is one 
thing....Advance. 

Nate Jacobs, a ju-
nior at Wakulla High 
School, said “Of course 
you would like to win a 
District championship, 
that’s a goal, but that 
is just something extra.
You want to advance 
and come out of each 
tournament healthy. 
The main goal is to 
make it to state, and 
once you’ve made it to 
state anything is pos-
sible.” 

Coach Will Pafford 
commented, “The boys 
had a great day qual-
ifying all 14 wrestlers 
to the regional tour-
nament with everyone 
placing third or higher. 
Brackets look great for 
this upcoming regional 

tournament.” 
In the team race at 

districts, Suwannee 
High placed 1st, fol-

lowed by Wakulla at 2nd 
and Florida High at 3rd.

FHSAA 1A District 2 

Results

106-Brady Wilson 
3 r d ;  1 1 3 - M a t t h e w 
Thaxton 2nd; 120-Ca-
leb Thompson 2nd; 
126-Troy Thaxton 1st; 
132-Bricyn Kennedy 
3rd; 138-Brady Jackson 
1st; 144-Aaron Robin-
son 1st; 150-Nate Ja-
cobs 2nd; 157-Auston 

Ryals 3rd; 165-Kane 
Watford 3rd; 175-Wyatt 
Brown 3rd; 190-Blake 
Barodte 3rd; 215-Kohl 
Pippin 3rd; 285-Adleigh 
Caquimbo 2nd

FHSAA Girls 1A 
Region 1 

Championship

The Lady War Eagles 
also competed over the 
weekend at the FHSAA 
1A Region 1 tournament 
held at Chiles High. 
Coach Pafford proudly 
stated, “The girls had 
an awesome tourna-
ment with Julia Bag-
gett coming one match 
away from qualifying for 
state.

“Austin Brown and 
Caitlin Hall had great 
tournaments and both 
had two wins.” 

When asked to give 
her thoughts on her 
daughter Julia’s per-
formance, Michele Falk, 
WHS Pr incipal  and 
proud mother glowingly 
exclaimed, “I think Julia 
surprised some people 

with her performance at 
regionals. Losing in the 
blood round exceeded 
her expectations, but 
left her wanting more!”

Falk added, “It was 
a great experience for 
her as a freshman and 
now she knows what it 
is going to take to make 
it to state in the future!” 

On the future of girls 
wrestling at Wakulla, 
Falk confidently said, 
“I think the future is 
bright for girls wrestling 
at WHS. We lost two 
seniors but have some 
young talent coming up 
from the middle schools. 
Austin Brown’s leader-
ship will be missed.” 

Both Brown and Hall 
concluded their high 
school wrestling careers 
on Saturday, but when 
the time comes to reflect 
on the formative years of 
girls wrestling at Wakul-
la, Brown, Hall, Baggett, 
and 2020 state qualifier 
Jaden Arrizola will cer-
tainly be considered the 
pioneers and founding 
members.

PU B LI C  N O T I C E S:  
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla 
Sun provides this Public Notice Section for 
all Public Notices not published in the Legal 

Notice section of the newspaper.

Wakulla boys wrestling 
team, above; Julia Baggett, 
le�, was one match from 

qualifying for state. 

2 juveniles arrested after shooting school bus with air ri�es 

Wakulla wrestlers place 2nd at District tournament
Lady W ar E agle J ulia B aggett was one match f rom q ualif ying f or state in girls tournament

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3039 Crawfordville Highway DOWNTOWN CRAWFORDVILLE

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved

February 22, 2024

TWS PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PROPOSED DECLARATION OF INACTIVE STATUS OF 
THE CITY OF ST. MARKS REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Notice is given that the City of St. Marks Redevelopment Agency 
(District), a dependent speclal district organized and operating 
putauant to Chapter 163, Part III, Florida Statutes, has become 
inactive Within the meaning of Section 163.3756, Florida Statutes, 
requning the Florida Department of Commerce (FloridaCommerce) 
to declare the District inactive. The District is located in Wakulla 
County, FIorida. within the municipal boundaries of the City of St. 
Marks.

Any objections to this Notice must be �led pursuant to Chapter 
120, Florida Statutes, within twenty-one (21) days after tho date 
of publication. For the required contents of a pebtlon challenging 
agency action, refer to Rules 28-106.104, 28-106.201. and 28-
106.301, Florida Administrative Code. A petition Is �led when it is 
received by the:

AGENCY CLERK
FLORIDACOMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSELL
107 EAST MADISON ST., MSC 110

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-4128
FAX: 850-921-3230

EMAIL: Agency.Clerk@Commerce.fI.gov

FlorldaCommorce Will declare the District inactive if twenty-one 
(21) days elapses from the publication date of this Notice and 
no administrative appeals are �led. Section 163.3756(3). Florlda 
Statutes. provides that a community redevelopment agency (CRA) 
that is declared inactive may expend funds from the redevelopment 
trust fund only as necessary to service outstanding bond debt and 
the CRA may not expend other funds in the absence of an ordinance 
of the local governing body that created the CRA consenting to the 
expenditure of such funds. Section 189.062(5), Flonda Statutes, 
provides that once a special district is declared inactive, it may 
not collect taxes, fees, or assesments unless the declaration is: 
(i) withdrawn or revoked by FloridaCommerce or (ii) invalidated in 
proceedings lnitiated by the DIstrict.
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Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• ore reporters on the street
• ore local ne s a out our co -

munity
• ore local content on the en iron-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301
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“It’s A New Day!”

� ursday, February 22

• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at TCC 
Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be 
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Th ursday. Th ere are conces-
sions and raffl  es.
• Gentle Yoga at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga at 6 
p.m. with Zoe every Th ursday. Classes are 
$12, at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville 
Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Th ursday at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Friday, February 23

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 

8 p.m. every Friday at the American Legion, 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, February 24

• Wakulla Giving Hands is hosting a food 
giveaway at the Wakulla Community Center, 
starting at 9 a.m. until supplies are gone.
•A benefi t fi sh fry will be held in Hudson 
Park from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Proceeds will go 
to a local man, Rod, and his wife, to support 
them through Rod’s medical issues. 
• St. Marks hosts a community market every 
fourth Saturday of the month at 815 Leon 
Port Drive from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
• Apalachee Beekeeper’s Association pres-
ents an intro to Beekeeping at the Wakulla 
County Extension offi  ce with check-in at 8 
a.m. and the course being from 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Registration costs $75 for an adult, 

and $45 for any additional family members.
• Th e University of Florida Extension Offi  ce 
is hosting a cheese making class at the 
Panacea Community Center from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Registration is $25 per person. 
• Palaver Tree Th eater is hosting a Randall 
Closson and Friends Concert at 6:30 p.m., 
with tickets $10 online and $15 at the door.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver Support Group 
will meet at the Public Library at 10 a.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, February 26

• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is available 
weekly for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 9:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages 
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 

Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, February 27

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 9:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages 
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, February 28

• A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center every Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, every 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Community 
Center. Bring a mat. Come early to sign in. 
Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2 per 
class.

Calendar of events for the week of February 22
On the Horizon 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

To commemorate the 
second anniversary of The 
Wakulla Sun, this is a re-
peat of the column from the 
first issue on Feb. 24, 2022, 
about how the newspaper 
got started: 

I didn’t set out to start a 
newspaper, but I didn’t like 
the changes that the corpo-
rate owner intended to make 
with the newspaper I had 
been with for 26 years.

First came the staff re-
ductions: two positions were 
cut, including an inside sales 
person/receptionist who had 
been with the paper for 5 
years.

Then came the loss of local 
control – ads and pages would 
no longer be built at the news-
paper but at a “hub” out of 
state. The design of pages 
would now be a template for 
cookie-cutter design for the 
dozens of newspapers being 
built. 

Three times I offered to buy 
the newspaper – I wanted to 
keep it a local, community pa-
per. Three times I was told no.

So I turned in my resigna-
tion before Christmas with no 
idea what I was going to do 
next. 

n a on a  a ter the hol-

idays, the first person I told 
I was leaving and why asked 
if I had thought about start-
ing my own newspaper. I 
proceeded to tell him all the 
reasons that wouldn’t work. 
The worst of it was that I felt 
I needed to resign from all the 
organizations I was involved 
in – Rotary Club, where I had 
been appointed president a 
second time to fill the term 
of the former president who 
stepped down for personal 
reasons; plus Big Bend Hos-
pice’s local advisory board, 
and the Wakulla Wonderful 
committee planning the cele-
bration of Wakulla County’s 
founding. To me, the prospect 
of giving up that community 
involvement was heartbreak-
ing but I felt I needed to walk 
away from it.

I told other people, they 
gave me the same response: 
Why don’t you start your own 
paper? I told them why it 
wouldn’t work. By Thursday 
of that week, I was telling yet 
another person why I couldn’t 
and something reached a tip-
ping point. True, there would 
be very significant hurdles to 
overcome. You’d be starting 
from nothing and trying to 
assemble all the systems and 
processes to generate a paper.

But these were solveable 
problems. 

(I’m not using any names 
in this, but the first person I 
told and the person who made 
me wonder if maybe it could 
work are next-door neighbors 
with each other. In a conver-
sation over the fence, the two 
of them actually worked out 
their roles in the story.)

When I got home that eve-
ning,  tol  ere ith,  i e, 
that I was thinking about 
starting a newspaper. She 
was hesitant. She was fully 
supportive of buying an es-

tablished newspaper – but 
starting a new one?

But it was better than 
some of my earlier ideas, one 
of which was to go to racing 
school.

“To do what?” she asked.
“Be a race driver.”
(Long silence. Throat clear-

ing, then:) “Have you thought 
of anything else?”

Though I wasn’t fully com-
mitted to it, I began to think of 
what would need to happen to 
start a new business.

I began to tell people I was 
thinking about starting a pa-
per. The reaction was always 
supportive. People were excit-
ed.

 And what really pushed it 
over the line were those peo-
ple who offered financial sup-
port. I didn’t take it, but the 
fact that people were willing 
to put up money to back the 
paper made me believe that it 
really could work.

(Soon, we will be set up to 
accept tax-deductible dona-
tions to support community 
journalism through the Flor-
ida Community News Fund, a 
501(c)3 operated by the Flori-
da Press Foundation.)

In private conversations,  
the other members of the 
newspaper staff – salesper-
son Lynda Kinsey and graph-
ic artist Eric Stanton – said if 
I started a paper, they would 
join. We began referring to it 
as “our” paper.

They both submitted their 
resignations to come here. 
And I want to acknowledge 
what a giant leap of faith that 
was for both of them – Lynda 
had been with that newspa-
per for 33 years, Eric for near-
ly 20. Both gave up a steady 
paycheck and benefits to step 
out into this venture. I believe 
both did it because they are 
sincerely committed to com-

munity journalism, and what 
a local newspaper is supposed 
to be.

I have thanked both of 
them for jumping off this cliff 
with me.

 ant to thank ere ith 
for her support of this ven-
ture.

There’s a lot of other people 
to thank – everyone I talked to 
in the community who offered 
support and encouragement. 

Thanks to the advertisers 
in this issue. 

Thanks to Al Pasini, a good 
friend and Rotarian, who was 
the official first subscriber to 
The Wakulla Sun. Thanks 
to all of you who have sub-
scribed.

Thanks to Riddhi for join-
ing us. And Jessi.

Thanks to the columnists 
who contributed.

Thanks to those people 
who helped us get the busi-
ness started. 

And thank you to our read-
ers. Without you, none of this 
means anything.

We hope to earn your trust 
and keep it. Though we will 
inevitably make mistakes, we 
will own up to them and cor-
rect the record. 

This is your newspaper. 
It is local. It is sold, de-

signed and built by local peo-
ple. 

If you have a problem or a 
news tip or just want to chat, 
call me. We don’t have land-
lines yet, but my cell phone 
is (850) 566-2232. Or stop by 
the office, 12 Arran Road.

Just a couple of things I 
want to add:

•  signe  a lease or the 
office on Feb. 1 and we put 
out the first issue of The Sun 
three weeks later, Feb. 24. I’m 
proud of that.

• irst cop  as ought  

Becky Whaley – who came fly-
ing up to the office once she 
heard the papers had been 
delivered.

• e starte  the onthl  in 
April 2022 with Leonard Tartt 
on the cover. The “little pa-
per” is delivered once a month 
to every home in Wakulla 
County – that’s a press run of 
15,000.

• Last ear e starte  the 
Gulf Coast Breeze, our visi-
tors guide to Wakulla Coun-
ty, with 54 glossy pages. 
The magazine is distributed 
throughout the region and, 
according to the people who 
work the visitors desk at the 
Tallahassee International Air-
port, the second most popular 
guide there – after the state’s 
Visit Florida magazine.

• Ri hi atel is no longer 
our reporter, though she has 
agreed to do some freelance 
work. Legion Taylor is doing 
reporting nowadays. And we 

elco e ack Lin a Ann c-
Donald, who was a stringer 
for me for years at the News, 
is back in Wakulla and writ-
ing again. 

Over these past couple of 
years, there has been a lot of 
support for this newspaper 
– thank you to the dozens of 
people who have offered finan-
cial support for the newspa-
per through the Florida Press 
Foundation. One persson has 
donated more than $6,000 
to support The Sun  over the 
past two years.

Thank you to our advertis-
ers who have supported us.

And thanks to our readers.    
We will work to continue to 
earn your trust.

William Snowden is the 
editor and publisher of The 
Wakulla Sun.  

How we got here: The start of The Wakulla Sun



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, February 22, 2024 – Page 5

Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

Recently, I have had enough free 
time to visit a couple of the newer 
businesses in Crawfordville. I found, 
to my delight, The Tie Dye Butterfly to 
be right up my alley. It is a combina-
tion gift shop, art gallery, full of fun 
furniture and more!

The proprietor, Cothee Tomani, has 
woven many different threads togeth-
er to create a one of a kind tapestry 
of interesting items. She has plants, 
garden art, jewelry, crafts, candles...
you name it and I think she might 
just have it in her store. Stop by when 
you have some extra time, and check 
it out. She’s located at the “Y”, where 
Crawfordville Highway veers off to the 
east and becomes Shadeville Road. 
You can’t miss it!

I also got to visit the pet store, right 
between the used appliance store and 

the Blackcat Apothecary. If you’re in 
the market for a pet snake, snake or 
bird, this is the place for you. There 
are dozens of aquarium fish and sup-
plies, a beautiful calico kitten, ham-
sters, and even a few lizards. They 
also carry a wide assortment of pet 
supplies, including toys and fashion 
accessories. The folks working there 
are very attentive, answering all of my 
questions about their variety of pets 
for sale.

Despite inclement weather, Ed  and 
I joined the hardy souls who ven-
tured forth to partake in the African 
American HIstory Parade on Satur-
day, Feb. 17th. As usual, Ed drove his 
truck, tricked out with signs support-
ing Wakulla Beekeepers. It is always 
fun to hand out honey straws to the 
crowd!

The following day, I joined a large 

group as we enjoyed participating in 
the African American Reading Chain 
event at Palaver Tree Theater. We were 
graced by the presence of Dr. Joe Ann 
Burgess who spent 10 years research-
ing and writing “The Odyssey Of Burt 
High School”; Farah L. Donaldson, 
currently a Wakulla High School 
teacher and author working on his 
third children’s book; Arria Haigler, a 
young author who is publishing her 
book of short stories; and Cynecia 
Welch, author of the poetic children’s 
book, “Keep Living”. 

All of this would be reason enough 
to come out in the dreary weather.  
But we were treated to history lessons 
from folks like Robert Manning, Ms. 
Jenny Jones, Officer Ray Johnson, 
and many, many others. It was cold 
outside, but the atmosphere inside 
was warm and enthusiastic. 

As is our habit, members of the 
Wakulla United Methodist Church 
try to visit a different restaurant af-

ter Sunday morning service. This past 
Sunday we finally made it to the Drift-
wood Restaurant in Woodville. Once 
known as the Seineyard, the place 
has been under new ownership for a 
while. I am happy to report, the ser-
vice was outstanding, and the food 
was incredible. The serving sizes were 
more than generous, and cooked to 
perfection. If you’re looking for a good 
place to find great food and fellowship, 
look no further!

Please keep Mr. Nick Grant, broth-
er in law of Mary Jo Dowling, in your 
prayers as he awaits tests results; Mr. 
Mel Pope is recovering from surgery 
and continues to need our prayers, as 
does Ms. Thelma Watts, and Ms. Deb-
orah Giles.

Good luck to all the participants in 
Wakulla County’s Odyssey of the Mind 
Competition this coming weekend, 
This is the first round of presenta-
tions, and successful  teams will have 
an opportunity to compete in Orlando.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

The God-blessed life is a life that 
God blesses for those who hear, be-
lieve and obey Him.

When we read about the Beati-
tudes, those eight sayings of Jesus 
in which he pronounced blessings. 
Jesus set forth truths for living as 
citizens of the Kingdom of God, 
which is also the Kingdom of Christ 
and the Kingdom of Heaven. For 
believers in Christ this is a spiritu-
al kingdom, whereas we have righ-
teousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit. This is the God-bless 
life of which Jesus preached and 
taught. 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit 

for theirs is the Kingdom of Heav-
en. Blessed are they that mourn, for 
they shall be comforted. Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.” 

 I am so blessed, two Sundays 
past I was coming from church, just 
as I parked the car and got out to 
go inside my house, I heard what 
sounded like a train overhead. I 
looked around and didn’t see any-
thing – but by the time I got in the 
house, the fence was torn down, 
one of the big oak trees had fallen. 
I knew that was a blessing over my 
head – someone was looking out for 
me. 

We congratulate all of our local 

African American achievers in the 
medical field who were recognized at 
the 2024 Arthur Lee Anderson Me-
morial Scholarship Gala on Febru-
ary 16, 2024.

One of the names of God is Jeho-
vah Rapha (Exodus 15:26), which 
means “the God who heals.” What a 
blessing that we have local women 
who have excelled in Medicine and 
they honor God as the foundation 
for their success.

The keynote speaker, Dr. Krystal 
A. Franklin, represents the best of 
our community and we hope that 
she will have many years of success 
and bring healing to our commu-
nity spiritually and physically. It is 
always encouraging to see that our 
children can get a solid foundation 
in Wakulla and with the help of God 
can flourish anywhere in the world.

We also congratulate Vanessa Al-
len Bell, RN from Sopchoppy, Dr. 
NaQuita Jackson Nelson, Steph-
anie Jackson-Sanders, Dr. Carol 
Broxton, Pharmacist, and Rita Lou-
ise Hughes, Pharmacist, all from 
Wakulla County. Healing is a part of 
God’s character and one way that He 
reveals Himself to us.  3 John 3:1-2 
says, “Dear friend, I pray that you 
may enjoy good health and that all 
may go well with you, even as your 
soul is getting along well.”

Let us continue to pray for world 
leaders, those who are sick, shut-in, 
those in the hospital, nursing home, 
prison, the homeless, and all in 
need of prayer. Let us pray for world 
leaders everywhere.. 

Standeford
From Front Page

Investigators interviewed six other deputies who 
worked with Standeford who said he told them he 
was a Marine.

Internal affairs also became aware of Stande-
ford’s testimony at an administrative hearing – Mi-
chael Grasso vs. St. Marks Stone Crab Festival over 
access of a service animal to a festival – in which 
Standeford falsely testified he had been overseas 
working with Muslims, had responded to the 9/11 
terrorist attack, suffered from PTSD because of his 
9/11 assignment, had instructed Marine Corps 
and Army personnel on protected nuclear weapons, 
and had a service dog to assist with his PTSD.

In April 2021, a probable cause affidavit was 
submitted to the state attorney’s office for felony 
perjury for Standeford’s testimony at the Grasso 
hearing. The state filed charges against Standeford 
but ultimately dropped them after the trial court 
found that Standeford’s “statements, while false, 
were not sufficiently material to support a convic-
tion for perjury.”

In his lawsuit, Standeford claimed he was retal-
iated against because he reported problems with a 
lack of adequate weapons for school resource offi-
cers, and was then involuntarily transferred.

The sheriff argued that the transfer was purely 
lateral, that Standeford voluntarily resigned, and 
there is no connection with any report of problems 
by Standeford.

Judge Smith signed the order on Feb. 14. 

< Question of The Week > 

K RY ST A L A . 
F RA N K LI N , M D , M B A

“ B eing a black doctor 
and f emale surgeon 

f rom Sop chop p y,  
F lorida. I  am p riv ileged 

to be honored by my 
f amily and community.”  

PE RC Y  J O H N SO N
T erritory Sales M anager,  A uto Z one

“B eing a leader of  
p eop le. W hen I  was 

younger I  didn’ t 
think I  would eve r do 
that.  W ith age brings 

wisdom, an d you get to 
share your knowledge.”

Polled at the A f rican A merican H eritage C elebration:

T A M I K A  PE T E RSO N
F amily Law –  C ase M anager

 “I  got on an 
airplane for t e fi rst 

time, I  conq uered 
my fear and  e  to 

Las Vegas.”

“B eing a single p arent 
and raising three 

accomp lished children, 
all while being a f ull time 
p arent and emp loyee. I  
neve r accep ted any aid, 

but I  had f amily.”

A RD RI A  T H O M A S 
J O H N SO N

Rural U SPS C arrier

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

K E N N Y  M A N N I N G
C hristian C oalition  
E ve nt C oordinator

“M e being in outreach! 
I  have  always 

liked being in the 
background. I  neve r 
thought I  would be a 

sp okesp erson.”

What is an accomplishment in life that you thought 
you would never achieve? 

� e Moose Lodge in Panacea held its 
‘Mooseland Murder Mystery’ production 
last weekend,  with a cast that included, 
above, Ryanna Seascrest,Tina Twirler, 
Forgetmenot, Starr Lite, Simon Sez, 

Stella Kutz, Earl Costode, Lucy Cox, Ellie 
Mae Shucker, Luna Notella Lies Sumac, 
Magical Mabel, Clara Voyant, Roseanne 
Barstool, Gale Storm, and “Mac” Mac-
Millian.  At right, Elvis with his fans.

(Photos by Gerald Brown)

Moose mystery 
theater held
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By MARJ LAW

Gunslingers of old, 
whether in Western 
movies or in history, 
didn’t carry puny little 
handguns. 

C a n  y o u  i m a g -
ine Clint Eastwood 
as Dirty Harry, pull-
ing out a micro com-
pact .380 and saying: 
“Please, if you don’t 
mind, sir. Would you 
make my day?” 

Ha. 
No, Dirty Harry car-

ried a Model 29 Smith 
& Wesson in 44 Mag-
num. It had a heavy 
83/8 inch barrel. What 
a cannon!

And Steve McQueen 
in Wanted Dead or 
Alive carried a Mare’s 
Leg, which was a pistol 
made from a cut down 
lever action rifle. Pretty 
impressive. 

How about the blun-
derbuss carried by 
stagecoach drivers? 
How frightening were 
they with their flared 
muzzles? 

These guns were big 
and loud and packed 
a mighty wallop. Shoot 
a bad guy with one of 
these and he’s going 
down, down, down.

Unless, of course, 
you missed. When 
your smoke cleared, 
how long would it take 
you to aim and shoot 
again? And, while your 
shooting arm is recov-
ering from the pain of 
recoil and you’re mov-
ing the muzzle back on 
Mr. Bad, his friend is 

pointing another can-
non smack at you.

Certainly, heavy cal-
iber rounds can do a 
lot of damage. But, 
when your life comes 
into question, is the 
bigger gun the better 
gun?

Jeremy  S ta f f o rd 
in Guns and Ammo 
writes: “Based on my 
experience respond-
ing to calls as a police 
officer, I believe that 
all handgun rounds 
struggle to be effective 
at immediately stop-
ping a human threat. 
It is widely accepted 
among the gunfighting 
community that more 
than one hit will likely 
be required to make 
that person a threat no 
more. If you go out into 
the world recognizing 
this, then emphasis 
must be placed on a 
fast, accurate second 
shot.”

So, if you’re an av-
erage sized person, 
carrying a handgun to 
defend your life, do you 
want to carry a larger 
caliber weapon? Or a 
smaller caliber one? 

Wil l  you be able 
to shoot it once and 
then shoot a second 
time right away? And 
if there’s another Mr. 
Bad coming at you, can 
you regain your sights 
and your strength and 
shoot a third or fourth 
time?

Staf ford goes on 
to clarify: “For many 
shooters, especially 
older or smaller shoot-
ers, the felt recoil of the 
9mm is disruptive and 
sometimes prohibitive 
to follow with an effec-
tive second shot. It also 
can be problematic for 
practice sessions, as 
well. Without adequate 
practice, people who 
struggle to manage the 
recoil of a 9mm pistol 
may not hit the target 
at all, rendering the 
‘use the more effec-

tive caliber’ argument 
moot.”

Yes ,  S ta f f o rd  i s 
talking about a 9mm 
handgun: not a large 
caliber .45 or a .357. 
Yet, for most people, 
the recoil of that first 
shot will throw the 
shooter’s aim off the 
target. He will then 
have to re-aim to re-
acquire his sight pic-
ture, which can lose 
him precious seconds 
as his target shoots 
back at him. This is 
why the second shot is 
so important. And the 
third. And the fourth. 
Particularly if there 
are several potential 
threats.

Because of its de-
sign, the Sig 365-380 
has low recoil. Instead 
of a blowback design, 
the locked-breech de-
sign of the P365-380 
means that the recoil 
spring does not need to 
be as strong. What this 
means for those with 
limited hand strength 
is that the .380’s slide 
is easier to rack.

So, which shall you 

carry? The softer and 
mor e - c on t r o l l ab l e 
shooting .380 or the 
9mm handgun that 
has ballistic superi-
ority?

It all depends on 
which caliber is the 
best one for you. If you 
practice and have no 
problem shooting the 
9mm handgun contin-
uously while staying 
on target as well, then 
that one is the best for 
you.

If you do not prac-
tice with any regulari-
ty, if you have limited 
hand strength, and if 
you have difficulty in 
regaining your sight 
picture after the re-
coil of shooting, then 
the smaller caliber will 
work for you.

Sig’s slogan for the 
P365-380 is “less re-
coil, more control.” 
While this is important 
for those with strength 
or hand difficulties, 
it’s also important for 
those who simply want 
to be more accurate. 

And what about the 
transition of moving 

from target to target?
Stafford continues: 

“The lighter recoil also 
allowed the new-ish 
shooters transition 
more quickly from tar-
get to target during 
multi-threat dril ls. 
Transitions are a skill 
that many of us ne-
glect training to de-
velop, but to the new 
shooter deciding to 
arm themselves in the 
wake of the current 
crime spike, transi-
tioning effectively is a 
comforting ability.”

Another factor to 
consider is number of 
rounds in your maga-
zine. Many of the new-
er .380s can hold more 
rounds in their maga-
zines than their higher 
caliber counterparts. 
Will you feel more se-
cure if your handgun 
holds 12 rounds ver-
sus eight? Check to see 
how many rounds the 
gun you’re looking to 
buy can hold.

Old movies have 
shown us that when 
it comes to handguns, 
bigger is better. But 

what is really better 
for you? Yes, you may 
be able to shoot a large 
caliber gun, but can 
you shoot it reliably 
and many times accu-
rately? 

Do you have limit-
ed hand strength? Do 
you want a gun with 
less recoil? Do you 
want your gun to hold 
plenty of rounds? Will 
your gun be pleasant 
enough to shoot that 
you’ll take it to the 
range for practice of-
ten?

Yes, in movies, bigger 
is more dramatic. Big-
ger guns look tougher 
and more manly. 

Let’s get real. There’s 
only one Clint East-
wood, one John Wayne 
and one Steve Mc-
Queen.

They are not you. 
Find out what’s best 
for you.

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR

AAAIRIRIRIRLLLINEINEINE

BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

A .380 as a defensive handgun?

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger 
Bob � ompson, on his weekly wildlife survey 

at the park last week, took this photo of a juve-
nile Yellow Crowned Night Heron.
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The following informa-
tion was shared by Scott 
Hausmanm. It comes 
from a story that was 
published in Soundings 
Magazine. 

The importance of fil-
ing a float plan can-
not be overstated. The 
story states that, “An 
unidentified man was 
rescued after his skiff 
overturned off the coast 
of Maine, thanks in part 
to a Facebook post where 
he had shared his ap-
proximate whereabouts. 
In the post, the man had 
informed friends and 
family that he was going 
sailing on his skiff to in-
spect property damage 
from the recent January 
storms.”

When the boater did 
not return when expect-
ed, family called emer-
gency responders to ask 
for assistance. Due to 
the float plan, they were 
able to localize search 

efforts and ask for as-
sistance from those in 
the area. Another boater 
relayed information that 
was helpful in narrow-
ing down the area even 
more. 

The USGC states that, 
“A Float Plan is equally 
effective for the own-
er of a 10 foot kayak 
or flat-bottom skiff as 
it is for a 48-foot ex-
press cruiser, or a 90 
foot sport-fishing vessel 
or luxury yacht.” It is a 

also recommended that 
that you include a photo 
of your vessel with your 
float plan.

You can download a 
float plan from https://
uscgboating.org/recre-
ational-boaters/float-
ing-plan.php

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 

our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 
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From FWC

This report represents 
some events the FWC 
handled Jan. 26-Feb. 1 
in the Northwest Region. 
(No cases were reported 
in Wakulla County) 

FRANKLIN COUNTY

• icer Hart og as 
patrolling Timber Island 
and observed a group of 
individuals fishing from 
the bridge over Postum 
Bayou. Officer Hartzog 
conducted a resource 
inspection and observed 
the subjects to be in 

possession of multiple 
undersized spotted se-
atrout. Also, none of the 
individuals possessed a 
valid fishing license. Of-
ficer L. McLeod arrived 
on scene to assist and 
the officers asked for 
identification from the 
individuals to address 
the violations. One of 
the individuals fled the 
area on foot and it was 
discovered that subject 
had an active warrant. 
Officer L. McLeod and 
Lt. Cook located the 
subject walking down 
U.S. Highway 98. He 
was arrested for provid-

ing a false name to law 
enforcement, interfer-
ence of an FWC officer 
and resisting without 
violence. All additional 
resource and license vi-
olations were addressed 
accordingly. 

OKALOOSA COUNTY

• n estigator i er 
was patrolling a man-
agement unit at Eglin 
AFB where two game 
cameras  had been 
placed overlooking a 
baited area. Investigator 
Pifer found and identi-
fied a subject near the 

baited area and con-
tacted him. After a short 
investigation and inter-
view, he was able to link 
the subject to the cam-
eras and bait. Investiga-
tor Pifer notified a feder-
al officer with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
about the situation. The 
subject was issued a 
federal citation and a 
notice suspending his 
recreational privileges 
on Eglin AFB for three 
years for the violation. 
Investigator Pifer issued 
the subject a notice to 
appear for the violation.

FWC Law Enforcement Report

24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

First open water class of 2023.

We just had our first open water class this past 
weekend at Vortex Springs in Ponce De Leon. If 
you’re new to Crawfordville or the surrounding 
area and have not heard of Vortex Springs then 
you’re missing one of the jewels of north Florida 
springs. It’s what I have referred to as one of the 
west side springs, meaning you are headed towards 
Pensacola in order to get there. 

It is a nice place to relax and take in some really 
beautiful north Florida wildlife. I would recommend 
you to look on the internet and their website to get 
all the information for a fun weekend.

We arrived at Vortex at 9 a.m. EST (8 a.m. cen-
tral) and the temperature was a balmy 35 degrees 
with winds about 19-20mph which made it a bit 
colder with a high of about 40 degrees. 

We got all the students registered at the dive 
shop and then my assistant instructor took them to 
the edge of the spring basin to give them the brief-
ing on what was planned for today’s diving skills. 

Did I mention it was cold? 
After the briefing it was time to get our wetsuits 

on and our equipment set up. Normally I have the 
students do the 450 yard snorkel swim but with 
the wind cutting through a wet wetsuit I decided 
to wait until the next day when it was supposed 
to be a bit warmer and far less windy.

Once we all had our equipment on and we were 
ready to head to the water. Believe it or not, the 
68 degree water seemed warmer to the touch es-
pecially when it’s 35 and blowing cold air around. 

While my assistant instructor was watching the 
students go through their skills on the underwater 
platform, I was working with a couple of my rescue 
diver students to get them certified for their rescue 
card. We went through various rescue scenarios 
and after a while we completed what was left on 
the skills. 

After they were done I moved over to watch the 
open water students finish the first part of their 
skills. We surfaced but did not get out of the water 
yet. After about 10 minutes we submerged and 
then they completed the second set of skills.

Then the time came to get out of the water – did 
I mention it was cold?

We hurriedly got out of the water and made it 
back up the hill to our staging area. We got the 
equipment disassembled and everyone got some 
dry clothes on then we loaded up the trucks. 

After the debriefing the one thing everyone 
agreed on was that it was cold. 

We still had one more day of diving to do at Vor-
tex springs. After looking at the forecast for Sun-
day, my assistant instructor suggested we meet 
a little later in the morning so the temperature 
wouldn’t be as low as it was Saturday morning. 
I said OK and that we would meet at 9:30 a.m. 
central time (10:30 a.m. EST) because the forecast 
was supposed to be around 50-55 degrees with a 
high of 72 degrees. 

I will let you know if the weather forecast was 
true and how the Sunday dive went in next week’s 
article. 

Until then keep making bubbles.

Editor’s Note: Rusty Miller is away. This is a 
repeat of a column from February 2023.
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Our boasting hurts us and others

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

“ W e  j u s t  c l o s e d 
on our million-dollar 
home. Our children 
will be going to the best 
schools in the country, 
of course …” 

I’ve never heard any-
one say these exact 
words, but we’ve all 
heard similar remarks, 
especially at family or 
class reunions. It’s no 
fun being around a 
boastful person. I don’t 
even like being around 
myself when I hear my-
self bragging. It’s so 
unbecoming. 

What does our brag-
ging say about us? 
When we feel the need 
to prove our worth by 
esteeming ourselves 
above others, we not 
only display our lack 
of love and respect for 
them, we also reveal a 

lack of love and respect 
for ourselves.

This week, as we 
tackle 1 Corinthians 
13:4’s final challenge: 
“Love does not … boast; 
it is not arrogant” (ESV), 
perhaps we can mini-
mize our temptation to 
brag by understanding 
God’s love. If we feel 
secure in Him, we won’t 
have to reach for vali-
dation from others – or 
ourselves. If we practice 
loving others with God’s 
love, then perhaps they 
wouldn’t feel the need 
to boast. 

In fact, when we’re 
boastful and arrogant, 

we become so self-fo-
cused we can’t see and 
recognize others’ ac-
complishments. Or we 
see their accomplish-
ments as threats to our 
“importance.” Both are 
detrimental to our rela-
tionships and our spir-
itual growth. Choosing 
to applaud another’s 
success rather than 
tooting our own horns 
is another way we can 
display genuine, godly 
love.

As we wrap up our 
discussion on 1 Corin-
thian 13:4, let’s look at 
this verse in its entirety 
once again: “Love is 

patient and kind; love 
does not envy or boast; 
it  is not arrogant.” 
Which characteristic 
do you struggle with the 
most today? Patience? 
Kindness? Jealousy? 
Arrogance? 

Would you consider 
going to your heavenly 
Father, acknowledging 
your weakness, and 
asking for grace to do 
better? Let’s do this 
together now:

Heavenly Father, 
we want to love others 
with the same love with 
which You love us. We 
want to love magnan-
imously! Please help 

us in the areas where 
we’re weak. When we’re 
tempted to be impa-
tient, unkind, jealous 
and arrogant, help us 
instead to be longsuf-
fering, caring, content 
and humble. May we 
feel so secure in Your 
love that we behave as 
Your dearly loved chil-
dren.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDif ferent .
net. Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.
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By JAMES SNYDER

When I was young, 
my  f avo r i t e  sand-
wich was the baloney 
sandwich. Sometimes, 
with cheese and other 
things, but most im-
portantly, baloney. I 
can’t imagine what my 
childhood would have 
been like without those 
bologna sandwiches. 
Until I went to school, I 
thought my mother had 
invented the baloney 
sandwich.

My mother even pre-
pared bologna sand-
wiches for my school 
lunch. Just about every 
boy in my class had 
baloney sandwiches for 
their lunch. I remember 
we would trade around 
and eat each other’s 
baloney sandwiches. If 
there was a sandwich 
contest, nobody really 
won because the balo-
ney sandwich is a re-
ward in itself. It’s hard 
to find a better lunch.

It’s been a long time 
since I’ve had a simple 
baloney sandwich for 
lunch. The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age is a culinary expert 

specializing in making 
delicious meals. The 
simple baloney sand-
wich would not neces-
sarily be on her menu.

Sometimes, the sim-
ple things in life are the 
best things.

We  were  ta lk ing 
about something the 
other night. I’m not 
sure if it was politics or 
sports, but I expressed 
my opinion as clearly 
as possible. When I 
was through, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage just looked 
at me momentarily and 
said, “You do know that 
you’re full of baloney?”

At that point, I didn’t 
know if she was compli-
menting or criticizing 
me. From my point of 
view, baloney would 
be a high compliment. 
I did not pursue that 
then, but just let it go. 
An important lesson 
I have learned is that 
there are times just to 
let things go. This was 
one of those times.

Last week, I thought 
about pulling a little 
prank on her. I don’t 
know what I was think-
ing but I waited until 
she was in her craft 
room. I walked in and 
began looking around. 
Believe me, there is a 
lot to look at, and I’m 
not sure what I was 
looking at.

“What are you doing 
in here? Are you look-
ing for something?”

Looking at her with a 
serious glare, I said, “I 

was just thinking that 
maybe I could come 
and help you organize 
your craft room. I have 
a lot of ideas of how you 
can make this a better 
organized craft room.”

The fact that I was 
in the craft room was a 
project in itself. If I ever 
went in there alone, 
I probably would get 
lost and never be found 
until she came into 
the craft room herself. 
If there ever is a time 
when I seem to disap-
pear, just look in her 
craft room.

I then began to tell 
her some of the things 
I would do to help reor-
ganize her craft room.

She just sat there 
staring at me with one 
of “her stares,” and just 
let me go on talking.

When I finished, I 
looked at her, smiled, 
and said, “So, what do 
you think?”

“What do I think?” 
responded The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. “Let me 
tell you what I think. 
I think you are full of 
baloney. I do not need 
any help organizing my 
craft room, especially 
from you.”

I graciously left the 
craft room smiling and 
headed for my easy 
chair to enjoy my prank.

For me to reorganize 
her craft room would’ve 
been so far over the 
moon that I was start-
ing to think I really was 
full of baloney.

A few days later, I 
was working in my of-
fice, and she stepped in 
for a moment and be-
gan looking all around 
at my bookshelves. For 
a few moments, all she 
did was look around 
at my books. Then she 
said, “I think I can help 
you reorganize your of-
fice here.”

At that point, I didn’t 
really know what to say 
because I did not need 
any help reorganizing 
my books. I looked at 
her and said, “Do you 
think I’m full of balo-
ney?”

She laughed at me 
and said, “Yes, I do 
think you’re full of ba-
loney.” And then she 
left the office laughing 
and went back into the 
kitchen.

It’s amazing that we 
both live in our own 
worlds. Her craft room 
is at one end of the 
house, and my office 
and library are at the 
other end of the house, 
and the twain never 
shall meet.

I had to think about 
that for some time be-
cause, after 53 years of 
marital bliss, we have 
never had a major con-
flict. Oh yes, there is 
the Apple Fritter and 
broccoli issue that still 
continues. But that’s 
about as bad as it ever 
got.

I wouldn’t say this 
to her, but I’m kind of 
thinking that might it 
might be that my balo-

ney is one of the secrets 
of our good marriage. 
After all, what else is 
there?

The best celebration 
we could ever have, in 
my opinion, is a bolo-
gna sandwich lunch. 
That would make my 
day, but I’m not sure 
she could handle all 
that baloney. Then, of 
course, she’s handled 
me for 53 years. If she 
can handle that much 
baloney, she can han-
dle anything.

I then thought of a 
verse of scripture on 
this subject. “Can two 
walk together, except 
they be agreed?” (Amos 
3:3).

Thinking of this, it 
occurred to me how im-
portant agreeing really 
is in all relationships. 
Yes, there are certain 
th ings  to  d isagree 
about. But, the key is 
what do we really agree 
about. Those things we 
agree on will establish 
a relationship of unity.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

Who doesn’t like baloney?
OUT TO PASTOR

By CHERYL CRUCE

It was the summer 
of my 16th year when 
my Mother discov-
ered a 1967 Volkswa-
gen abandoned under 
an old oak tree. Be-
fore I knew it, Mom 
was speaking with the 
owner of the VW. They 
agreed on a selling 
price of $200. He would 
repair the brakes and 
drive it to our home on 
Saturday. 

Once it was parked 

in our garage, Mom 
and I worked fever-
ishly to clean the in-
terior and remove the 
oak stains from the 
outside. When it was 
ready, my brother pur-
chased several cans of 
Sunshine Yellow spray 
paint. Taping off intri-
cate areas, he magi-
cally transformed that 
once abandoned Volk-
swagen into my first 
car. 

It had no air condi-
tioner but sported an 
AM radio and a dim-
mer switch in the floor-
board. It was as basic 
as possible, especially 
compared to the cars 
of today. Nevertheless, 
my Volkswagen repre-
sented a new freedom 
in life. 

With my newfound 
freedom, I began to test 

the boundaries and re-
sponsibilities of grow-
ing up. My car allowed 
me to ride around 
on Saturdays and go 
home for lunch breaks 
during the school 
week. Once, while re-
turning to school, a 
flat tire left me strand-
ed. As I contemplated 
my long walk, I saw my 
Dad pulling up in my 
rearview mirror. How 
did he know?  

I learned a valuable 
lesson that year, and 
it is this. Irrespective 
of the length of my 
tested boundaries, my 
parents always had 
their eyes on me. It 
was a time before cell 
phones, GPS, and 360 
tracking. Even so, re-
gardless of where I 
was, Mom and Dad al-
ways knew what I was 

doing, if I was safe, or 
needed their help. The 
adage, “They have eyes 
in the back of their 
head,” held a substan-
tial truth in our home: 
I miss their watchful 
eyes. 

Still, with the ripe 
old age of wisdom, I re-
alize I continue to have 
watchful eyes caring 
for me. I have enjoyed 
the freedom of stretch-
ing my wings. I have 
tested the boundaries 
of this world, finding 
myself in the hurt and 
disappointment of my 
decisions. Yet when I 
discovered myself bro-
ken down on the side 
of life’s road, I also dis-
covered my Heavenly 
Father patiently wait-
ing in my rearview mir-
ror to rescue me. 

Our lives are no 

different than the life 
of the Prodigal Son. 
He had everything he 
would ever need, just 
as you and I. A loving 
family, good food, and 
a warm bed to rest in 
at night. Yet his spirit 
was restless. He want-
ed to test his boundar-
ies and reach beyond 
the security of his 
home. He took his in-
heritance and walked 
into a world of anguish. 
When he found himself 
keeping company with 
swine, he made the de-
cision to return to his 
father’s embrace (Luke 
15:11-31). 

I believe if Heaven 
had a front porch, our 
Heavenly Father would 
be standing there 
watching over us even 
as we stretch the lim-
its of our free will. We 

cannot hide from His 
love. He has witnessed 
the pain and scars of 
our tested boundaries 
because His eyes have 
remained on us. He 
longs for our decision 
to return Him. There 
He is, waiting on Heav-
en’s front porch, desir-
ing nothing more than 
to welcome us home. 

Jeremiah 24:7 NIV   
I will give them a heart 
to know me, that I am 
the Lord. They will be 
my people, and I will 
be their God, for they 
will return to me with 
all their heart.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlock-
onee Bay United Meth-
odist Church and 
Sopchoppy United 
Methodist Church.

The rearview mirror
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Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• John Roland Dabney Sr., 86, of Woodville, died February 13, 2024.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com
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INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Your donation 
will help keep the 
presses running.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

Amid concerns about 
the constitutionality of 
a bill that would restrict 
the use of social media 
by minors in Florida, a 
key Senate panel this 
week backed chang-
es to the measure that 
one supporter said are 
“about the features” of 
the platforms.

Members of the Senate 
Fiscal Policy Committee 
revamped a bill (HB 1) 
that has been a major 
priority of House Speak-
er Paul Renner, R-Palm 
Coast, after questions 
about the proposal have 
surfaced — including 
from Gov. Ron DeSantis.

The  House  over -
whelmingly passed the 
initial version of the bill 
last month. It would 
prevent children un-
der 16 from creating 
accounts on at least 
some social-media plat-
forms; require platforms 
to terminate existing 
accounts that they know 
or have “reason to be-
lieve” are held by minors 
younger than 16; and 
allow parents to request 
that minors’ accounts be 
terminated.

The newly revised ver-
sion does not change 
the basic components, 
and Renner supported 
tweaks to the bill that 
were backed in the Sen-
ate this week.

Changes to the bill 
adopted by the Senate 
committee Thursday 
included adding criteria 
for determining which 
platforms would be sub-
ject to the restrictions. 
The criteria would in-
clude issues related to 
algorithms, “addictive 
features” and allowing 
users to view the con-
tent or activities of other 
users.

“I believe that we have 
to do something to pro-
tect our kids,” Sen. Ro-
salind Osgood, D-Fort 
Lauderdale, said before 
the committee voted 
12-5 to back the bill. “I 
believe we were wrong to 
just turn our kids over to 

social media.”
As an example, the cri-

teria approved Thursday 
would include platforms 
that have “10 percent 
or more of daily active 
users younger than 16 
years of age spending, 
on average, 2 hours per 
day on the online forum, 
website, or application.”

Senate bi l l  spon-
sor Erin Grall, R-Vero 
Beach, said she didn’t 
know how many plat-
forms could be affected 
by the proposal. But she 
said the bill is “content 
neutral” and focuses 
on the features of plat-
forms.

“It is about the fea-
tures,” Grall said. “It is 
the way the features are 
deployed to monetize our 
children and make them 
addicts.”

Tech industry organi-
zations and First Amend-
ment groups have fought 
the social-media restric-
tions, arguing that they 
would censor speech 
and be unconstitution-
al. DeSantis also has 
raised concerns about 
the constitutionality of 
restrictions.

Meanwhile, as Repub-
licans have stressed the 
importance of parental 
rights in recent years on 
a litany of other issues, 
multiple GOP lawmak-
ers on the Senate panel 
raised similar concerns 
about the bill.

Sen. Jay Col l ins, 
R-Tampa, and Sen. Jay 
Trumbull, R-Panama 
City, voted for the bill 
Thursday but said they 
were struggling with the 
possibility of infringing 
on the rights of parents 
to make decisions.

PAY HIKE 
QUESTIONED

Members of the Sen-
ate Appropriations Com-
mittee this week ap-
peared to want to pump 
the brakes on a proposal 
that would boost the 
pay of future governors, 
state Cabinet members 
and judges.

The committee voted 
unanimously to position 

a House bill (HB 5007) 
that includes the salary 
issue for upcoming bud-
get negotiations.

But several senators 
voiced opposition to rais-
ing the pay of the gov-
ernor, lieutenant gover-
nor, Cabinet members 
and appellate, circuit 
and county judges to 
amounts on par or sim-
ilar to state Supreme 
Court justices starting 
in the 2027-2028 fiscal 
year.

“If it comes out like 
this, I would just be a 
hard ‘no’ on the floor,” 
Sen. Blaise Ingoglia, 
R-Spring Hill, told his 
fellow members of the 
panel.

Ingoglia also said the 
proposal could lead to ex-
ecutive pay higher than 
the current $251,414 a 
year of state Supreme 
Court justices. Under 
the House proposal, the 
governor’s pay would 
be at least even with 
Supreme Court justices.

DeSantis reported 
receiving $141,400 in 
2022 as part of his an-
nual financial-disclo-
sure report released last 
June.

Under the bill, the 
lieutenant governor, 
attorney general, agri-
culture commissioner 
and state chief financial 
officer would see their 
salaries set at 95 per-
cent of the governor’s 
annual pay. District 
court of appeal judges 
would be paid at least 
90 percent of the Su-
preme Court salary rate, 
with circuit-judge pay 
set at least 80 percent 
and county-judge pay at 
least 75 percent.

Meanwhile Thursday, 
some senators said the 
House proposal should 
include a study of the 
pay of lawmakers, who 
get paid about $30,000 
a year and per-diem 
amounts, with relatively 
little change since 2010.

“I believe that there’s 
a study by gov.com that 

says the persistently low 
salaries of state legisla-
tors often discourages 
citizens from serving in 
public office, especially 
as lawmakers face heavi-
er workloads and greater 
demands on their time,” 
said Sen. Bobby Pow-
ell, a West Palm Beach 
Democrat who is leaving 
the Senate this year and 
is running for a Palm 
Beach County Commis-
sion seat.

BOOK FEES BACKED

DeSantis on Thursday 
supported a House pro-
posal that he said is de-
signed to limit “bad-faith 
objections” to school-li-
brary books and instruc-
tional materials.

The issue of school-
book scrutiny has been a 
political battleground in 
Florida in recent years. 
The Legislature and De-
Santis since 2022 have 
approved measures that 
eased the process for 
people to object to books 
and other materials.

A House bi l l  (HB 
7025) includes imposing 
$100 “processing” fees 
for unsuccessful book 
objections. The proposed 
fees would apply to peo-
ple who do “not have a 
student enrolled in the 
school where the mate-
rial is located” and have 
“unsuccessfully objected 
to five materials during 
the calendar year.”

The governor also 
appeared to endorse 
the part of the bill that 
would exempt from the 
potential fees parents 
of students in schools 
where books face objec-
tions.

“If you have a kid in 
school, OK. But if you’re 
somebody who doesn’t 
have a kid in schools 
and you’re going to ob-
ject to 100 books — no, 
I don’t think that that’s 
appropriate,” DeSantis 
said.

The bill, which also 
deals with other edu-

cation issues, is posi-
tioned to go before the 
full House after getting 
approval from three pan-
els.

STORY  OF  THE 
WEEK:  The Florida 
Senate on Thursday re-
vamped a bill aimed at 
keeping children under 
age 16 off social media, 
as a debate continued 
about the proposal’s 
constitutionality and 
whether it would in-
fringe on parental rights.

QUOTE OF  THE 
WEEK: “I’ve watched 
everybody else get an in-
crease, and I was happy 
for them. But at some 
point, my gas goes up 
too. My light bill went 
up. My water went up. 
My insurance on my 
house went up. The cost 
to be a legislator out-
weighs, at some point, 
it outweighs the benefit.” 
— Sen. Bobby Powell, 
D-West Palm Beach, 
on state lawmakers’ 
$30,000 annual salary.

Weekly Roundup: Senate puts bills on the rocks

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

Greetings Wakulla Citi-
zens, 

This is exciting stuff to chat 
about “encouraging one an-
other.” I am honored to share 
this with you and myself as 
well.  

Hebrews 3:13 But encour-
age one another daily, as long 
as it is called “Today,” so that 
none of you may be hardened 
by sin’s deceitfulness. 

Hebrews 10:24 And let us 
consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love 
and good deeds, 25 not giv-
ing up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of do-
ing, but encouraging one an-
other—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching. 

Ephesians 4:29 Do not let 
any unwholesome talk come 
out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building 
others up according to their 
needs, that it may bene-
fit those who listen. 

He speaks many times in 
His Word about “enduring 
to the end” (Matthew 24:13, 
10:22, Colossians 1:22-23, 
Mark 13:13). All of us have 
at one time or another in our 
lives been involved in a job, 
sport, or event that if we had 
not been “encouraged” we 
would have failed at it or not 
gone through with it at all, 
right?? So, His Word says 
in Romans 10:13 for “Every-
one who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved.»  
Thank God for this...right?! 
BUT how many times have 
we been drawn to “act” on 
something our “heart” de-
sires us to do and were afraid 
to do so? Asking Jesus to be 
our LORD and Savior is AB-
SOLUTELY AWESOME!! 
BUT! What happens when 
we leave the place where this 
all happened? HMMMM! I 
know I have absolutely fall-
en on my face many times!! 
Thank God He never gave up 
on me!!  

We, my friends, ARE to be 
encouraged in His Words not 
ours therefore we are able in 
and through Him to “encour-
age” others to “endure to the 
end”! The Words we speak 
then later turn into “actions”! 
WOOOOHOOO! Change 
has manifested! He IS the 
Priesthood of our confession, 
His Words, not ours. His 
Words are the ONLY way to 
be changed and to change sit-
uations! 

The next time we have an 
issue, or a friend has an issue, 
or you hear an issue on the 
news or podcast we might 
listen to...let us look to Him 
and proclaim what He says 
about it, get Him involved. 
Bring His Word in on it, let 
us cast our care to Him my 
friends, then expect to see the 
change. Wooohooo!! Excit-
ing stuff!! Let’s go and pro-
claim His Words and expect 
to see Him do His thing... 

For those of us that do not 
know Jesus as our LORD 
and Savior...confess out 
loud this prayer, “Lord Jesus 
Christ, I believe that You are 
the Son of God, and the only 
way to God, that You died 
on the cross for my sins, and 
rose again from the dead. 
I am sorry for sins I have 
done, I turn away from all 
of them now, I turn to You 
Lord Jesus, for mercy and 
forgiveness. I trust You to 
forgive me now and by faith 
I open my heart to You, and 
I receive You as my per-
sonal Savior, I now confess 
You as my Lord. I have now 
done what You require, and I 
trust You, that You will do 
what only You can do. That 
You will save me, give me 
eternal life, and make me a 
child of God and I thank You 
for it. In the name of Jesus, I 
pray this in Faith, amen! 

PRAISE GOD!! We NOW 
belong to Him!! The next 
step is to be water baptized 
(1 Peter 3:21, 1 Corinthians 
6:11) so that our old self will 
be buried. It is important now 
to get involved in a Spirit 
filled full Gospel church and 
dive in and learn all about 
who you now are becoming. 
Congratulations my friend! 

I hope this article causes 
each one of us that reads this 
to go deeper in our relation-
ship with our Creator... Fa-
ther God, our Savior, and 
Holy Spirit.  

Shalom, 
Deb Quimby-Quackenbush
 Visit my youtube channel 

by scaning the QR code be-
low.

Please Like and Subscribe!

tobe7encouraged faith column
Encouraging each other 
in our walk with God...
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USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. A NEW MOON 
LANDING

For the first time, 
a company – not a 
government agen-
cy – successfully 
launched a moon 
lander into space. 
Intuitive Machines 
is the company that 
built the space-
craft, which took off 
from Florida’s Ken-
nedy Space Center 
last week. Space 
X’s Falcon 9 rock-
et carried the moon 
lander into space, 
where it will spend 
a week in space be-
fore trying to land 
on the moon’s sur-
face. If it does, the 
lander, which is 
named Odysseus, 
will be the first 
moon landing for 
the United States 
in more than 50 
years. Write a sum-
mary of this sto-
ry including at 
least five facts you 
learned about Od-
ysseus.

2. FEBRUARY IS 
BLACK HISTORY 

MONTH

February is Black 
History Month in 
the United States. 
It started as a week-
long celebration 
all the way back in 
the early 1900s be-
cause Black histo-
ry and the accom-
plishments of Black 
people weren’t in-
cluded in history 
books or taught in 
schools, so very few 
people knew about 
them. The week 
was extended into 
a month in 1976 
by President Ger-
ald Ford. Today, it 
honors Black peo-
ple throughout US 
history, from en-
slaved people in 
the early days of 
the country to civil 
rights leaders in the 
1950s and 1960s 
to former President 
Barack Obama, the 
first African Amer-
ican president of 
the United States. 
Choose a Black per-
son who is import-
ant in U.S. histo-
ry. Research about 
them and write a 
short biography 
that tells who they 
are and what they 
did for the country.

3. SPECIES-SAV-
ING ACT TURNS 

50

The Endangered 
Species Act, which 
lists animals that 
need to be protect-
ed because they’re 
at risk of going ex-
tinct, is now 50 
years old. The act 
was passed in 1973 
to create a list of 
animals and plants 
that are threatened 
with extinction. 
Harming any ani-
mal or plant spe-
cies that’s on the 
list is illegal. The 
act passed unani-
mously in the U.S. 
Senate when it was 
introduced, which 
means no sena-
tor voted against 
it, and passed by 
a huge majority in 
the House of Rep-
resentatives with 

345 representa-
tives voting in fa-
vor of it and only 
4 voting against it. 
Why is it important 
to save species who 
are in danger of ex-
tinction? Write at 
least five sentences 
about this topic.

4. YOSEMITE’S 
FIREFALL

A very special 
natural phenom-
enon is currently 
happening in Yo-
semite National 
Park in California. 
Every year in mid- 
or late February, 
Horsetail Fall be-
comes the park’s 
star attraction. 
During sunset, if 
the conditions are 

just right, the light 
hits the seasonal 
waterfall at just the 
right angle to make 
it glow like it’s on 
fire. This event, 
called the “Fire-
fall,” only happens 
if there was enough 
snow the previous 
winter and warm 
enough tempera-
tures during Feb-
ruary to melt that 
snow to create the 
waterfall. During 
colder and dryer 
years, the waterfall 
doesn’t form at all. 
It also has to be a 
clear and cloud-
less day with bright 
sunshine when the 
sun begins to set. 
It only happens 
during February 
because the sun 
has to hit the falls 
from a certain an-
gle, and February 

is when the sun is 
at the right spot in 
the sky. In order to 
have a chance to 
see the Firefall, vis-
itors have to hike 
1.5 miles each way 
into that part of the 
park. If conditions 
are right and the 
Firefall is visible, it 
only lasts for about 
3 minutes. Write 
a short summary 
about the Firefall 
and list what con-
ditions are needed 
for it to take place.

5. DIAMOND 
HUNTING

At another park 
a few states away, 
a visitor left with a 
very special souve-
nir. Crater of Dia-
monds State Park 
in Arkansas is the 
only place in the 

world where visi-
tors can look for di-
amonds from their 
original source—a 
volcano that here 
forms the crater 
the park is named 
after—and take 
home what they 
find. A visitor from 
Paris rented a di-
amond hunting 
kit and searched 
through the mud-
dy park to see what 
he could find. He 
ended up unearth-
ing a 7.46-carat 
brown diamond, 
the eighth largest 
diamond since the 
park was created 
in 1972! Write a 
story from the per-
spective of the vis-
itor who found the 
large diamond in 
the park. Draw at 
least one picture to 
go along with it.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Ancient Persian city
5. Spindles
11. Stake
12. Retrain
16. Close by
17. Commercial
18. One who publicly 
announces
19. American ballplayer
24. Junior’s father
25. Go up or climb
26. Concern
27. When you hope to 
get there
28. Iacocca and Oswald 
are two
29. Plant of the lily 
family
30. Male college organi-
zation
31. National capital
33. Raccoonlike animal
34. Symbols of fertility
38. Astronomy unit
39. Series of ridges in 
anatomy
40. Hebrew leader
43. A portent of good or 
evil
44. Supreme goddess
45. Gelatinous substance
49. Engage in a contest

50. Famed ballplayer 
Ruth
51. Pledge
53. -__, denotes past
54. Revival
56. Spanish surname
58. Gold
59. Elsa’s sister
60. Workplace
63. Large quantity of 
something
64. Engraved
65. Discount 

CLUES DOWN
 1. Shoe
 2. Disquiet
 3. Posture
 4. Large nests
 5. Soviet “Second Sym-
phony” composer
 6. Joins two pipes of 
di�erent diameter
 7. Exist
 8. Overdose
 9. Pleat of fabric
10. Predict the future
13. Burgeoning technol-
ogy
14. Having made a valid 
will
15. Having no �xed 
course

20. __ route
21. Lethal dose
22. Indian musical pat-
tern of notes
23. Athlete
27. Geological times
29. Atomic #21
30. In support of
31. Brew
32. Certi�cate of insur-
ance
33. Taxi
34. Type of saying
35. For cigars
36. Phil __, former CIA
37. Local area network
38. Gym class
40. Philippine Island
41. Not great or bad
42. Eastern part of NY 
state
44. Gov’t lawyers
45. Constructions
46. Former British gold 
coin
47. Unkeyed
48. Rechristen
50. �reaten persistently
51. Southeast
52. Cools your home
54. Removes the leaves
55. Regretted
57. �us
61. Relief organization 
(abbr.)
62. Exclamation of sur-
prise

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Please Recycle

HOME HEALTH AID
Cissy Jones 

Home Health, Med. Tech. 
Specializ ing in D ementia /  

A lz heimer Patients. Homemaker, 
personal care, errands, appts. 

850-933-9162

A Free 
Press 
Your 

Key To 
Freedom

SCAN ME for electronic 
editions of

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways

HELP WANTED

LOSTFOR SALE

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, D eli Cooks &  Servers. 

Positions starting at $ 14. Hr.
ROCK Y’ S –  M ED A RT

(850)926-4353

LOST PRESCRITION SUN GLASS-
ES IN HARD LEATHER CASE!  

Lost at Senior Center Valen-
tines Prom near the classic 

cars. If found please  return to 
senior center or to Bonnie at 

animal shelter. Cash reward!!!

Hiring  Diesel Mechanic,  
Dump Truck Drivers,
Equipment Operators

Health Insurance,  401K  plan,  
Great pay f ull time.  Email 

Resume to davward01@ aol.com  
or call 850- 421- 687 2.

Allen’s Excavation Inc.
6403 W oodville Hwy 
Tallahassee, 32305.

2 Treager grills never used, 
M asterb uilt Grill and  M isc. tools. 

850-688-2935

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HA ND YM A N &  PRESSU RE 
W A SHING SERVICES

Crawf ordville &  surrounding areas
850- 694- 4832

SERVICES

RENTALS

FICTITIOUS NAME

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

J ohn A llcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

A lso –  Custom Products

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advise Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

SERVICES

Payne’s PAINTING
339-4155
Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.

References available. We look forward to serving you.

59 Chicopee - $1050 per mo,  
950 sq ft  2 bed / 1 bath house.
Built in 2007  -  W akulla Gardens, 
availab le J an 15th or Feb  1st .  

Will discount fi rst couple months 
rent , if  new tenants want to 

paint , clean f or move in. 
W ill discount rent to law 

enf orcement , county workers 
with county vehicles parked in 

driveway.
HomeEquityATM@gmail.com  

850-556-6694

FOR RENT

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Pavel Turilin, 
is desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

DRIFTWOOD
Located at 143 Silver Lake Rd. Sopchoppy FL 32358
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on February 22, 2024
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A view of the crowd at the gala at the community center.

Above and below: at Saturday’s parade.

Top, authors at the Read-In: 
Arria Hagler, Dr. JoeAnn 
Mallory Burgess, Cynecia 
Welch, Farrah Donaldson. 

At right, Amaya Smalls 
picking out free books.

Black history

Read-In was held Sunday at Palaver Tree
Story & Photos by 

LINDA ANN McDONALD

The African Ameri-
can Read-In was held 
on Sunday, Feb. 18, at 
the Palaver Tree The-
ater. 

The event wrapped 
up a weekend long 
celebration of African 
Amer ican Her i tage 
in Wakulla County. 
Wakulla County Chris-
tian Coalition hosted 
the event.

Local authors Arria 
Haigler, Farrah Don-
aldson, Cyncia Welch 
and Dr. JoeAnn Bur-
gess offered formal 
talks sharing personal 
inspiration and behind 
the scenes back stories 
regarding their work. 

“I got into writing as 
a book reader,” said 
Farrah Donaldson, 
an English and Social 
Sciences teacher for 
Wakulla High School. 
“I have always had an 
active imagination, so I 
wanted to put it down 
on paper. I love my 
high school students, 
but I really love the 
small kids; I wanted to 
branch off and write for 
them.” 

Donaldson is the au-
thor of the book “What 
Will LaRay Do Today?” 
LaRay is Farrah’s mid-
dle name. 

Arria Haigler, author 
of “The House on Grape 
Grove,” said, “I am very 
excited to be here, I 
have always loved the 
arts, and I love writing 
books.”  

“The House on Grape 
Grove” is a curated 
anthology of stories by 
young, Black women 
authors – and yes, all of 

the authors do happen 
to be me at various dif-
ferent ages throughout 
my life. It is 100 per-
cent independent and 
written by me. My book 
has jokes about the 
Jheri curl, jokes about 
goths, jokes about the 
impending doom faced 
by the dying planet, 
because why cry when 
you can laugh, right? 
That’s my philosophy, 
and I guarantee you’ll 
find something to laugh 
at, either in my Hallow-
een horror stories or 
the touch-your-heart 
holiday reads.”

“Keep Going” by au-
thor Cynecia Welch 
was inspired by, she 
shared, “my children 
and discussions with 
them of why parents 
have to go to work; 
parents need to earn 
money to afford the ac-
tivities that you enjoy. 

“I am dedicating my 
book to the time spent 
in Jackson County, 
Florida, this is where 
we did things like can-
ning peaches and doing 
what real country peo-
ple do, how we learned 
the country way of life, 
the communal care 
growing up in the coun-
try.”

Dr. JoeAnn Burgess, 
retired nurse and Direc-
tor of Nursing, shared 
her stories of going 
to school in the early 
days alongside the pot-
belly stove, walking 6 
miles to school and the 
teacher had to get wood 
and water and start a 
fire before school start-
ed. 

“I need to write this 
history, we need to 
share this with our 

children, get this his-
tory documented.” 

Two of Dr. Burgess’ 
books were donated to 
the Library of Congress 
when recognized by the 
publishing company for 
their historic value. 

Burgess shared with 
the audience, “I don’t 
care how tired you are 
after working two jobs, 
you must read to the 
children.”

Verna Brock, former 
Wakulla School Board 
member and retired 
librarian, gave a very 
passionate speech on 
reading to children, 
the freedom of speech 
and literacy. Brock, 
who has dyslexia and 
learned to compensate 
for it at an early age. 
Brock’s mother also 
said, “My mother is 
not depending on the 

school system to teach 
me that it is HER job.” 

Avid reader Da’Sha 
Rich shared informa-
tion on Afrofuturism 
which is taking black 
struggle and turning 

it into a future, that it 
teaches you the impor-
tance of taking history 
and writing it down. 

“It takes a while to 
become an avid reader, 
you have to first find 

something you love; 
try audio books, the 
narratives are great,” 
said Rich.

Kendyl  Powel l ,  a 
9-year-old reader who 
attends Hartsfield Ele-
mentary in Tallahassee 
shared his report in 
school on equal rights 
and education.

Pastor Damon Rich 
shared “Part of a social 
status study for black 
boys and in order to 
predict how many pris-
ons to build, they look 
at the kids not pick-
ing up reading by the 
3rd and 4th grade.” He 
also said, “My stepfa-
ther was very adamant 
about me being an avid 
reader.” 

Robe r t  Mann ing 
said, “With a focus on 
minority kids, there is 
a misconception once 
you send the kids to 
school it is up to them 
to teach the kids to 
read. It is up to the 
parents, what the kids 
see is what they will 
become.”

Cynecia Welch, “Keep 
Going” is available at 
cynecia.com and books 
by Haigler and Donald-
son are available on 
Amazon.com.

ED BRIMNER
CERTIFIED GENERAL APPRAISER, RZ3797

ED BRIMNER
CERTIFIED GENERAL APPRAISER, RZ3797

Please review and con� rm that the exemption(s) are correct for 2024.
If nothing has changed, no action is neccessary.
We will continue the exemption on your property.

If something has changed as of January 1, 2024, please return this card to let us know.
This would include the followong:

*Property was not your permanent residence on January 1, 2024
*Property was rented on January 1, 2024

*Owner has remarried / *Owner is deceased
If you are unsure whether you still qualify for the exemption, give us a call!

YOU GOT 
MAIL

KEEPING YOU INFORMED

850-926-0500

Last week, all property owners 
who had an exemption 

in 2023, 
should have received an 
Automatic Renewal card.

From Front Page

coach after Franklin 
slugged a ball deep and 
rounded third headed 
home even as he told 
her to stop.  “She had 
power, she had an arm, 
but she was not fleet 
of foot,” Manning re-
counted to the laughter 
of the crowd. Frank-
lin hurdled the catcher 
and was called out as 
a violation of the rules, 
which prompted Man-
ning to argue the call 
with the umpire and get 
tossed.

Other honorees in-

cluded: 
• Dr. Carol Broxton, 

a pharmacist, recalled 
growing up on Rehwin-
kel Road with family 
members nearby. “The 
blessing of growing up 
in Wakulla County, sur-
rounded by love.”

• Vanessa Allen Dick-
ey is an RN with En-
habit Home Health and 
Hospice. She is from 
Sopchoppy.

• Rita Louise Hughes, 
pharmacist, who was 
unable to attend.

• NaQuita Jackson 
Nelson is an assistant 
professor at Florida 

A&M’s School of Nurs-
ing. She retired from 
the U.S. Air Force as 
Chief Nurse Executive 
after 22 years of service. 

• Stephanie Jack-
son-Sanders is an RN 
working as a trav-
el nurse. She grew in 
Wakulla County, raised 
by her mother the late 
Rosa Jackson. She 
is a 1994 graduate of 
Wakulla High School.
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4-H project celebrates Senior Prom

“Best of Wakulla” 
winner in the 
Event Venue & 
Wedding Venue 

categories

Spring Wedding Expo
At the Lodge At Sherl0ck Springs

 

Meet local wedding vendors, including florists, 
caterers, DJs, bar services, photographers and more!

VIP BRIDES RECEIVE FREE ENTRY
Pre-Register for Wedding expo and become a VIP Bride 

Call kathy to pre- register 850-274-0512. 
 

For more information or to reserve a vendor space, 
please contact Kathy Rouse at 850 274-0512.

Sunday, March 3, 2024 from 1:00 – 4:00 pm

2335 Bloxham Cutoff Road  
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Top Photos Taken By Briana Sealy Photography

A 1932 Plymouth PB Roadster, owned by Rick Clevenger, in front of the 
event’s banner.

Senior Citizens at the Prom.

Four classic cars were parked outside of the Senior center for attendees to 
take photos with. � e Blue, Silver, and Black cars are owned by Rick Clev-

enger, while the orange Studebaker is owned by Christine Parkinson.

Attendees line up for free blood pressure tests and gi�  bags from the 
Wakulla Health Department.

Attendees line up to be served dishes reminiscent of the 1950s by youth in 
the local 4-H Club.

Story & Photos by LEGION TAYLOR

The local 4-H youth put on a Senior Prom at the Wakulla Senior Center 
on Wednesday, Feb. 14 – the culmination of five months of hard work. The 
prom’s theme was “Dash into the ‘50s” and featured decorations, food, and 
even classic cars from the era.  

The Prom was the 4-H’s community pride project, a yearly endeavor that 
challenges members to go above and beyond with their community service. 
The idea was first developed in September, and has been the club’s biggest 
focus since then. “I thought of my grandparents, and wanted to do something 
nice for them and the community,” said 4-H President Vanessa Elderkin.

Elderkin also says that the biggest challenge the club faced was trying to 
unify everyone’s ideas into a single cohesive vision that could be carried out. 

“I could see this becoming an annual event,” said senior center Director 
Lara Edwards. “And we haven’t even started making milkshakes yet!”

Want to be a sponsor? 
please give us a call!

Lion Buddy (850) 408-8489
Lion Marc (850) 296-5555

Arts & Crafts 
Vendors

Call Lion Sarah 
(864) 982-1415

Want to join 
the parade?

Call Lion Marc 
(850) 296-5555

(850) 926-7487
G UARD ~ P LAN ~ I NVEST

Engineering & 
Construction
Engineering & 
ConstructionAIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Parade Trophies
Food Vendors • Craft Vendors

Deadline for completed 
vendor forms & check is 3/12/2024

Forms and information on our facebook 
page      CrawfordvilleLionsClub

 THANK You to Our

SPONSORS

Locally Owned & Operated

21st Annual
St. Patrick’s Day Festival
Saturday, March 16, 2024

Sponsored by 
the Crawfordville Lions Club

at Hudson Park
Crawfordville FL

WAKULLA TITLE CO. INC.
P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 • (850) 926-3934 • FAX (850) 926-1852

M&L
Plumbing, Inc.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

CFC 1429327

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT




