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sees positive 

future

State budgets 
money for gas 
station land

Classes of ‘68, ‘69 
plan photo at school

� e big Ducks Unlimited Banquet on Saturday night 
at 3Y Ranch was sold out – with more than 700 peo-
ple in attendance and reportedly raising more than 

$100,000. Guns were auctioned, as well as artworks 
and even a lab puppy that raised more than $2,100. 
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School
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 additio al  i   s al 
o strai ed ou t  pa e t will 

likel  over de  it  i  approved

o plai ts a out the slow pa e o  o stru tio  pro pt  uestio s

pala hee e ter provides risis i terve tio  i  a  e ort to de es alate s e arios

N EED HELP?  The Apa l a c hee C ent er’ s H el pl i ne i s ( 800)  342-0774, 
and the sheriff’s offi ce non-emergency line is (850) 745-7100. 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Wakulla County com-
missioners heard from 
the chief road engineer 
on the U.S. Highway 319 
expansion over concerns 
about the slow pace of 
work.

At their meeting on 
Monday, March 4, com-
missioners said there 
had been complaints 
from citizens about lack 
of work on the project, 
and they expressed con-
cern about the unfin-
ished road construction 
site being a hazard to 
motorists.  

Gabriela Corbin, the 
engineer for the proj-
ect, acknowldged that 
the expansion of 319 
started 4 years ago  for 
a projected cost of $25 
million and in 25% be-
hind schedule. 

She did say the con-
tractor, Anderson Co-

lumbia, had incurred 
some problems during 
the project, such as 
Covid, personnel short-
age, and supply-side 
issues, but said the con-
tractor is behind sched-
uel and will run out of 
time at the end of May. 

She anticipated that 
there will be negotiations 
with the contractor to 
add time and money to 
the project for additional 
work to be done at the 
new Whiddon Lake Road 
intersection would likely 
extend the project’s com-

pletion date to sometime 
in late summer – August, 
say.

County Administrator 
David Edwards asked 
if the contract with the 
state provides for liqui-

By LEGION TAYLOR
Candidate

The Apalachee Cen-
ter’s Mobile Response 
Teams have been work-
ing with the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office  
in order to better assist 
people in moments of 
crisis.

At its founding in 
1948, the Apalachee 
Center served the res-
idents of Leon County, 
but has now grown to 
cover eight counties, 
including Wakulla. After 
the Passage of the Mar-
jory Stoneman Doug-
las High School Public 
Safety Act by the Florida 
Legislature, funds were 
allocated for the cre-
ation of Mobile Response 
Teams, to better respond 
to mental health crises 

across the state. 
MRT is an on-demand 

crisis intervention ser-
vice, which can quickly 

respond to individuals 
who require assistance. 
When someone calls 
the Apalachee Center’s 

phone number 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on weekdays, 
a counselor at the local 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

The county audit committee met last week and 
discussed the possibility that Wakulla County will 
receive some $600,000 more than was budgeted 
for fiscally constrained county payment from the 
state.

The money is in the legislative budget and must 
be approved by Gov. Ron DeSantis.

The additional money, if approved, would fill the 
remaining budget hole of a $2.4 million shortfall 
created when the property appraiser’s office mis-
takenly assessed a vacant lot in Lake Ellen Estates 
at $307 million. The mistake was not caught until 
Tax Collector Lisa Craze prepared to send out tax 
bills – by that time, the county and the Wakulla 
County School Board had already approved their 
budgets. (The school district faced a $1.6 million 
shortfall, and went to the state to request help to 
cover the deficit.)

The county’s shortfall has meant delays in the 
planned hiring of nine new deputies at the sheriff’s 
office, and nine new firefighters at Fire Rescue, 
plus other new county positions.

Property Appraiser Ed Brimner said the addi-
tional money was due to his office’s efforts to file 
Tangible Personal Property reports. While the state 
exempts the first $25,000 from taxes, Brimner’s 
staff has been pursuing the filings from small 

Staff Report

The state budget includes $3.7 million for Con-
servation Florida to buy 224 acres at the intersec-
tion of U.S. 319 and Bloxham Cutoff, the site of a 
planned 16-pump gas station, car wash and con-
venience store located over the underground Chip’s 
Hole Cavern to flows to Wakulla Springs. 

 If Gov. Ron DeSantis signs off on the money, it 
would put an end to a long-running environmental 
controversy in Wakulla County.

Southwest Georgia Oil would do a land swap 
with St. Joe and build the gas station on the south 
side of the intersection where there are no known 
underground caves.

The 224-acre parcel, purchased from St. Joe, 
could be converted into a park by the county.

It was in January 2023 that divers with the 
Wakulla Karst Plain Project finally linked Chip’s 
Hole as a direct conduit to Wakulla Springs. 

Hundreds of people from around the state turned 
out at a county commission meeting in sweltering 
heat in August 2023 to object to plans to build the 
gas station on the property. The county postponed 
the meeting citing the possibility of a property sale. 

Staff Report

All alumnus of Wakulla High School’s original 
classes of 1968 and ‘69 are invited to take part in a 
photo at the school on March 22 at 4 p.m.

With plans underway to demolish and renovate 
the old part of the school in the coming year, the 
classes of ‘68 and ‘69 want to memorialize their 
connection to the school. The original Wakulla High 
School was built in 1967 to facilitate integration. The 
old part of the school is the front – the office, gym 
and old cafeteria.

For the photo, which is being taken during 
spring break when no students are on campus, 
it is expected that some of the  faculty members 
from the era will be on hand – including J. Harold 
Thurmond, Judy Myhre and retired superintendent 
William Payne. For questions, contact David Miller, 
850-567-5405.

Mobile Response Team

Scattered
Thunderstorms

DOT o�  cials acknowledged that the $25 million expansion of U.S. Highway 319 is behind 
schedule and won’t be � nished on time.

Sheri� ’s Community Outreach Coordinator David Conn, Wakulla MRT counselor Regina 
McQueen, and Major Anthony Curles of Road Patrol.

Optimist essay contest

See Page 3See Page 3
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Fl o w e r  o f  t h e  We e k  a t  S o p c h o p p y  De p o t  Pa r k

Lyreleaf sage
By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, and 

SANDY TEDDER
 

The foot-tall flower spikes of lyreleaf sage 
(Salvia lyrata) delight in late winter. Whorls 
of pale blue to violet, 1-inch tubular flow-
ers on square, leafless stems attract bees, 
butterflies, and hummingbirds. Each flow-
er’s lower lip makes an excellent landing 
pad. When a bee lands, the two flower sta-
mens tip downward, dousing it with pollen. 
The rest of the year, the attractive, green 
tinged with purple, lyre-shaped leaves hug 
the ground. Lyreleaf sage makes a lovely ev-
ergreen groundcover that can be mowed and 
walked on. Use it to replace lawn, or mix with 
turf grass or other ground covers, in part 
shade to full sun in medium-moist soil. At 
Sopchoppy Depot Park, lyreleaf sage is being 
planted as a ground cover around redring 
milkweeds that were planted last fall. 

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA STATE PARKS 
SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE
 RELEASED: OCTOBER 2021

The revenue collected annually 
from the sale of the Florida State Parks specialty license plate will 

be distributed to the Florida State Parks Foundation, a Florida 
nonpro�it, for their efforts to preserve, protect, sustain, and grow 

Florida state parks.
Floridians interested in purchasing one of the many specialty 

license plates offered in Florida are encouraged to visit their local 
tax collector or license plate agency. A complete list of Florida’s 

specialty license plates can be found on the department’s website.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 

of

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Ashley Waters – 5th grader at Riversink Elementary
Student of the Week

Principal: Catherine Cutchen

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: 
Ashley Waters is a remarkable Otter with out-
standing achievements. She maintains a perfect 
4.0 GPA and is known for her exceptional citi-
zenship. Beyond academics, Ashley � nds joy in 
participating in the FSU circus where she impres-
sively spins plates with skill. She also dedicates 
her time to the Odyssey of the Mind Club and is 
eagerly looking forward to the upcoming state 
competition. In addition to her intellectual pur-
suits, Ashley is an enthusiastic horseback rider 
and � nds relaxation in activities such as drawing 
and � shing during her leisure time.  Riversink is 
lucky to have such an amazing young lady as part 
of our Otter family!

S TU DEN T OF THE WEEK FEA TU R ES  A  
DIFFER EN T S C HOOL EA C H WEEK.  

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 

dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 

dry cat food
• Dawn Dish Soap

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

ED BRIMNER
CERTIFIED GENERAL APPRAISER, RZ3797

LOOKING FOR A 
SPEAKER FOR YOUR 
NEXT GROUP OR 
ORGANIZATION 
MEETING?

Your property appraiser is 
available to speak on property 
assessments, leadership, 
community issues and more!
Call our office at 850-926-0500 
to schedule.

Ed Brimner, CFA
Wakulla County 

Property Appraiser
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County commissioners hosted a public meeting 
on  Songbird intersection improvements on Thurs-
day, March 7, at the Wakulla County Community 
Center.

Project details were shared on improvements 
to the Crawfordville Highway/Songbird Avenue 
intersection and aroundabout to be located at the 
Songbird Avenue/Wakulla Arran Road intersection.

Speaking at the meeting were Pat Jones, repre-
senting Wakulla County School Board Transporta-
tion, County Administrator David Edwards, Justin 
Ford of Dewberry Engineering, Morris Pigott of Pigott 
Asphalt and Site-Work, and Mike King, county Road 
and Bridge Director. Also attending were Somer 
Pell, Assistant Director of Planning and Community 
Development and county commissioners Quincee 
Messersmith, Mike Kemp and Fred Nichols.

This will be the third roundabout constructed in 
Wakulla County, the others being at Cajer Posey 
Road and East Ivan Road.

Adding a right turn lane and resurfacing 319 in 
this area with crosswalks and pedestrian signals 
was discussed at the meeting as well.

– Linda Ann McDonald

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

A lawsuit filed back 
in 2020 against the 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office claiming a 
deputy was negligent 
in failing to properly 
investigate an alleged 
shooting was dismissed 
last week.

Citizen Keith Car-
din filed the lawsuit 
against the sheriff’s 
office back in December 
2020 claiming that the 
sheriff’s office was neg-
ligent when a  sheriff’s 
deputy did nothing to 
help him – and allegedly 
sat in his patrol vehicle 
while a neighbor fired 
shots from an AR-15 in 
Cardin’s direction. 

W a k u l l a  C i r c u i t 
Judge Layne Smith 
signed a 5-page or-
der granting summary 
judgment to the sheriff’s 
office finding that there 
is “no governmental tort 
liability for action or 
inaction of government 

officials or employees 
carrying out discre-
tionary governmental 
functions” – such as the 
discretion given to law 
enforcement officers. 

The judge’s order 
gave a different account 
of events than Cardin’s: 
“Sergeant Parfitt arrived 
on scene approximately 
6 minutes after (Cardin) 
called 911. He spoked 
with (Cardin), who was 
uninjured, before leav-
ing the property to in-
vestigate the source of 
the gunshots, where he 
spoke to the shooters 
and determined they 
were shooting into the 
ground and not in the 
direction of (Cardin).” 

Card in ’ s  l awsu i t 
claims the whole mat-
ter, which happened 
on Feb. 3, 2018, be-
gan when a neighbor’s 
pit bull came onto his 
property, growling and 
snapping, and he fired 
a shot from a .45 hand-
gun into a tree near the 
dog and the dog left.

D e p u t y  S t e p h e n 
Parfitt responded to 
the call, but the law-
suit claimed the deputy 
was more interested 
in asking questions of 
Cardin’s friend, only 
identified as “Mike.” An 
Animal Control Officer 
went to the neighbor’s 
house to talk to him 
about the dog; the an-
imal control officer re-
quested Deputy Parfitt 
talk to the dog owner.

According to the law-
suit, as the deputy was 
leaving, he took out 
mace and pointed it at 
Cardin and “Mike” and 
shook it several times.

After the deputy and 
animal control left the 
neighbor’s house, some-
one from the neighbor’s 
property allegedly came 
onto Cardin’s property 
and began shooting at 
AR-15 in the direction 
of Cardin and his guest.

They took cover and 
called 911.

The lawsuit claimed 
that Parfitt returned 

and sat in his patrol 
vehicle and took no 
action.

Cardin yelled at the 
neighbor that he would 
start shooting back if 
he didn’t stop firing in 
their direction. They 
then made their way 
to Parfitt’s vehicle and 
asked if he was aware 
of the shooting. He al-
legedly pointed at the 
computer screen in his 
vehicle and said, “Yeah, 
I’m reading about it.”

Cardin reportedly 
asked the deputy why 
he was sitting in his 
patrol vehicle when he 
was being shot at by 
a semi-automatic rifle. 
He claimed Parfitt re-
sponded: “It sounds like 
a small caliber.”

What caliber does it 
need to be to get help? 
Cardin said he respond-
ed.

Cardin was repre-
sented in the lawsuit 
by Tallahassee attorney 
Marie Mattox.

Susan Vickers named county employee of the quarter
Susan Vickers, a senior planner 

in Wakulla County Planning and 
Community Development De-

partment, was named the county’s 
employee of the quarter. Vickers 
was praised by Assistant County 

Administrator Somer Pell at the 
county commission  meeting on 
Monday, March 5, for her hard 

work, and for being “the utmost 
pleasure to work with.” Pell pre-

sented Vickers with a plaque. One 

perk of of being employee of the 
quarter is it comes with 8 hours of 
time o�. County commissioners 
and other planning employees 

joined Vickers for a photo.  (Pho-
to by William Snowden)

Special to The Sun
 

Wakulla High School 
Student Kaylie Kosec, 
right, took first place in 
the Optimist Club Essay 
Contest. Kaylie, a ninth 
grader, won $100 for her 
essay. The topic for this 
year was “Optimism: 
How it connects us.” 
Colt Smith from River-
springs Middle School 
won second place and 
received $75. The rest 
of the winners were all 
from Riversprings Mid-
dle. Receiving the third 
place award with $50 
was Alexa Weaver Ella 
Zak took fourth place in 
the contest and received 
$25. The judges awarded 
three Honorable Mention 
prizes fror $10 to Jacob 

Perry, Adrian Blas and 
Katrina Perry. 

The most important 
aspect for scoring the 
essays was how well 
the student focused on 
the topic and empha-
sized connectivity. The 
first place winner of the 
contest qualifies for the 
next level of competition. 
Kaylie Kosec’s essay will 
be entered in the North 
Florida District Compe-
tition in April.

The Optimist Club 
thanks all the students 
who participated and 
especially their teachers 
who made it possible for 
them to compete. 

The Coastal Optimist 
Club’s motto is “Friend 
of Youth” and the club 
promotes competitions 

that reward students for 
academic achievement.  

Besides the Essay 
Contest, students who 
like to give speeches can 
also enter the Oratori-
cal contest. The theme 

is “How to Change the 
World with Optimism.” 

For information go 
to www.optimist.org or 
email danielsj@rocket-
mail.com.

P U BLI C NOTI CE S:  
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla 
Sun provides this P ublic Notice Section for 
all P ublic Notices not published in the Legal 

Notice section of the newspaper.

Lawsuit against sheri� dismissed

Songbird plans discussed

Optimist essay contest

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Wakulla County Code Enforcement Board will hold 
a Public Hearing On March 26, 2024 at 5:30pm in the 
Commission Chambers, 29 Arran Rd., Crawfordville, FL 32327. 
Interested parties are invited to attend and participate.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation 
should contact the Wakulla County Board of County 
Commissioners Administration Of�ice at least two (2) days prior 
to the meeting at (8 0) 926-0919; Hearing  oice Impaired at 
1-800-9 -8771; or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com. 

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, 
agency, or commission with respect to any matter considered 
at such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record of the 
proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based. March 14, 2024

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID

WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

M arch 14, 21, 28, 2024

Public Announcement Requesting Bids from Pre-Qualified 
General Contractors.
Bids are requested from pre-qualified general contractors 
by H2Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Wakulla County 
Schools.

H2E  PR O JE CT N o.: 23- 14 5
WCS  B ID N O .: 23/ 24 - 0 2
PR O JE CT N AME : R ive rsprings Middle S chool AHU  
R eplacem ent
BID DATE: Thursday, April 11, 2024
TIME: 11:00 a.m.

G E N E R AL IN FO R MATIO N :
1. S cope: O ne for one replacem ent of 2 DX  split syst em  air 

handling u nits and associated condensing u nits with new 
owner fu rnished contractor installed dx split syst em  air 
handling u nits and condensing u nits. O ne syst em  serve s 
the Adm in area and one syst em  serve s a classroom  
wing. N ew 6’  tall chain link fence will hou se the new 
condensing units. Controls modification as required for 
new units. Minimal electrical work will be required for the 
one for one replacem ent of the u nits. Code m inim u m  
commissioning will be required.

2. The entity responsible for all aspects of proj ect 
m anagem ent:

H2E ngineering, Inc.
114  E ast 5th Ave nu e

Tallahassee, Florida 3230 3
Phone: ( 850 )  224 - 7 922

Fax:  ( 850 )  224 - 587 6
3. B ids will only be accepted from  G eneral Contractors pre-

qualified for this project.
4 . All questions or requests for written interpretation 

or correction MUST be in writing no later than 
Wednesday, April 10, 2024. Direct all inquiries to the 
H2E ngineering Proj ect Manager: Mark Poindext er, PE . 
E m ail: m poindext er@ h2engineering.com

5. S ealed bids m u st be receive d at the Waku lla Cou nty 
S chool B oard adm inistration bu ilding, 69 Arran R oad, 
Crawfordvi lle, Florida 32327 , no later than 11:00 a.m. 
local time, on Thursday, April 11, 2024. B ids m u st be 
clearly m arke d with proj ect nam e, proj ect nu m ber and 
bid nu m ber on the ou tside enve lope. S u bm ittals receive d 
after deadline will not be considered.

6. B ids m u st be su bm itted in fu ll accordance with the 
requirements of the drawings, specifications, bidding 
conditions and contractu al conditions, which m ay be 
obtained by contacting the H2E ngineering proj ect 
m anager.

7 . Drawings are ava ilable in digital form at or can be printed 
at S em inole B lu eprint.

In the eve nt the Contract is awarded to the B idder, B idder shall, 
within eight ( 8)  O wner bu siness days after the award by the 
Owner of the Contract shall furnish the required Performance 
and Paym ent B onds;  failing to do su ch, B idder shall forfeit their 
bid guarantee as liquidated damages.  The Performance and 
Paym ent B onds shall be secu red from  any agency of a su rety 
or insu rance com pany , which agency shall have  an established 
place of bu siness in the S tate of Florida and be du ly licensed to 
condu ct bu siness there.
The O wner reserve s the right to waive  irregu larities and/ or 
inform alities in any B id and to rej ect any or all B ids in whole 
or part, with or withou t cau se, and/ or accept the B id that in its 
j u dgm ent will be for the best interest of the S chool B oard of 
Waku lla Cou nty , Florida.

THE  S CHO O L B O AR D O F WAK U LLA CO U N TY , FLO R IDA
69 AR R AN  R O AD CR AWFO R DV ILLE , FLO R IDA 32327
R O B E R T PE AR CE ,
S U PE R IN TE N DE N T
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By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE —The 2024 session 
came to a close on time, with lawmak-
ers approving a $117.46 billion spend-
ing plan to finalize a session that the 
Senate president touted as targeting 
“kitchen-table issues” and the House 
speaker said “addressed the real needs 
of Floridians.”

During the last week of the 60-
day session, lawmakers also passed 
measures that would allow volunteer 
chaplains in schools, outlaw eupho-
ria-inducing hemp products and ban 
lab-grown meat.

Some of the measures that made it 
through the finish line in the waning 
days of session drew impassioned 
debates.

For example, the bill authorizing 
school districts to craft policies about 
chaplains (HB 931) set off a discussion 
that dealt in part with the separation 
of church and state.

“It seems like every year we keep 
chipping away at the separation of 
church and state. And I have to tell 
you, many of you are quite religious,” 
Sen. Tina Polsky, D-Boca Raton, ar-
gued Thursday. “And you use that to 
guide your voting and your principles 
and your bill proposals — and that’s 
fine. But the minute that you try to put 
your religion upon other people, that’s 
when it becomes a problem.”

Sen. Danny Burgess, a Zephyrhills 
Republican, contended that volun-
teer chaplains could help students in 
situations where issues could not be 
addressed by school counselors.

“I believe that sometimes the issue 
is with the soul, and not of the mind. 
And that’s why I believe that this is a 
good option for our students in this 
day and age,” Burgess said.

The Senate approved the bill in a 
28-12 vote along party lines.

A discussion about a prohibition 
against cultivated meat, which Gov. 
Ron DeSantis has called “fake” meat, 
took on a more cosmic tone.

Rep. Dean Black, R-Jacksonville, 
said Wednesday it’s fine to develop 
“Moon meat” for astronauts, but cattle-
men like himself won’t advocate for it.

But Rep. Christine Hunchofsky, 
D-Parkland, argued that the measure 
would ultimately be bad for business.

“I think it will deter future manufac-
turers from coming to Florida because 
they don’t know what day of the week 
that the Legislature will be OK with 
them being in the state of Florida,” 
Hunschofsky said.

Debate about banning certain 
hemp products has focused in part 
on a multibillion-dollar industry that 
could be jeopardized by the proposed 
restriction. The House and Senate on 
Wednesday gave final approval to the 
measure (SB 1698), which targets can-
nabinoids in hemp products that can 
create euphoric effects.

Rep. Hillary Cassel, D-Dania Beach, 
noted that the products targeted by the 
bill would still be allowed to be sold by 
the state’s licensed medical-marijuana 
operators.

“Let’s be very clear. This drug will 
still be available, and it will still be sold 
in Florida,” Cassel argued Wednesday. 
“If this product is so bad you wanna 
ban it, then ban it. But that’s not what 
we’re doing. We’re choosing which 
doors you buy from.”

House bill sponsor Tommy Gregory, 
R-Lakewood Ranch, acknowledged 
that his proposal is designed to elim-
inate intoxicating hemp products of-
fered at retail stores.

“Today is a day of reckoning” for 
the manufacturers and retailers of the 
products, he said before the House 
passed the measure. “They can’t use a 
loophole to manufacture a recreational 
drug.”

CHA-CHING

Lawmakers on Friday gave final 
approval to the one responsibility they 
must follow through on each year — 
passing an annual state spending plan.

The $117.46 billion state budget, 

down from the current year’s $119.1 
billion budget, will go to DeSantis for 
approval. DeSantis in December pro-
posed a $114.4 billion budget, and leg-
islative leaders in January discussed 
a need to tighten spending.

The budget approved Friday in-
cludes a 3 percent pay raise for state 
employees, with additional increases at 
the Agency for Health Care Administra-
tion and the Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services and for agents 
who protect DeSantis and his family.

The budget also included a $1.8 
billion increase in the Florida Educa-
tion Finance Program, the key funding 
source for public schools, and an 8 
percent increase in Medicaid funding 
for nursing homes. No tuition increas-
es for state college and university stu-
dents were included in the spending 
plan.

Overall state spending will be higher 
than the $117.46 billion in the budget 
because of separate legislation.

Renner and Passidomo boasted of 
the Legislature’s accomplishments as 
they prepared to end two-year terms 
leading the House and Senate.

“Again and again, we have looked at 
the real needs of real Floridians and 
delivered time and time again because 
of the men and women behind me who 
chose collaboration over competition,” 
Renner said after the session formally 
ended.

Passidomo in a statement touted the 
state’s budgets for the last two years.

“Instead of spending all of (what) we 
have, we are paying down debt, setting 
aside historic reserves, and providing 
for meaningful tax relief, so Floridians 
can keep more of their hard-earned 
money,” the Senate president said.

But House Minority Leader Fentrice 
Driskell, D-Tampa, described this 
year’s session as being about “missed 
opportunities.”

RESTRICTIONS 
REJECTED

In a rare instance of a federal ap-

peals court in Florida siding against 
DeSantis, a three-judge panel of the 
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals re-
jected restrictions that Republican law-
makers placed on addressing race-re-
lated issues in workplace training.

The restrictions were part of a 
controversial 2022 law that DeSantis 
dubbed the “Stop WOKE Act.” The law 
also included similar restrictions on 
classroom instruction.

The workplace-training part of the 
law listed eight race-related concepts 
and said that a required training pro-
gram or other activity that “espouses, 
promotes, advances, inculcates, or 
compels such individual (an employee) 
to believe any of the following concepts 
constitutes discrimination based on 
race, color, sex, or national origin.”

The appeals court ruled that the 
restrictions violated First Amendment 
rights.

“This is not the first era in which 
Americans have held widely divergent 
views on important areas of morality, 
ethics, law and public policy,” the 22-
page opinion said. “And it is not the 
first time that these disagreements 
have seemed so important, and their 
airing so dangerous, that something 
had to be done. But now, as before, 
the First Amendment keeps the gov-
ernment from putting its thumb on 
the scale.”

STORY OF THE WEEK: After a flur-
ry of last-minute votes on bills, Florida 
lawmakers Friday passed a $117.46 
billion state budget and ended the 
2024 legislative session.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “I think 
they can make it on the Moon and 
export it on Mars, and it’s fine to have 
Martian meat as well. If you go to the 
Moon, if you go to Mars, you should 
be allowed to get it there. But you 
sure as heck shouldn’t be able to get it 
anywhere in this country, and sure as 
heck not here in Florida.” — Rep. Dean 
Black, R-Jacksonville, on a proposal to 
ban lab-grown meat

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• ore reporters o  t e street
• ore local e s a o t o r co

munity
• ore local co te t o  t e e viro

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301
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NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

� ursday, March 14

• St. Marks City Commission meets at the St. 
Marks City Hall at 6 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla County Cancer Support Group 
meets in the Education Center of the Craw-
fordville United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. 
Th is group meeting is for men and women, 
regardless of the type of cancer. Spouses, 
caregivers, and friends are welcome. For more 
information, call 850-926-6050.
• Th e second Windows 10 training class will 
be held at the Wakulla County Public Library 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at the public 
library at 8:30 a.m. (Diff erent location because 
TCC Wakulla is closed for spring break)
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held 
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville, 
every Th ursday. Th ere are concessions and 
raffl  es.
• Gentle Yoga at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. 

with Zoe every Th ursday. Classes are $12, at 
New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP 
to newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Th ursday at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Friday, March 15

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8 
p.m. every Friday at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, March 16

• Th e annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival 
will be held beginning at 10 a.m. in Crawford-
ville, with festivities in Hudson Park aft erward.
• Wakulla Giving Hands is holding a benefi t 
cornhole tournament at Th e Chill Spot, 3123 
Spring Creek Highway. Registration opens at 

2:30 p.m. at $20 per person and the tourna-
ment starts at 3:30 p.m.
• Palaver Tree Th eater hosts the Pine Tree 
Church Music Fest from 2 to 10 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 online or $15 at the door.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver Support Group will 
meet at the Public Library at 10 a.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Monday, March 18

• Th e American Legion Post 114 will be meet-
ing at the Wakulla County Public Library at 
6:30 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla County Board of County Com-
missioners meets at 5 p.m. in the commission 
chambers. 
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 9:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages available 
at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call 
at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Tuesday, March 19

• Th e Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida Native 
Plant Society is meeting at the Wakulla County 
Community Center at 6:30 p.m.
• A Second Harvest nutrition class will be held 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Wakulla Senior Cen-
ter, with fresh veggies to take home.
• Sopchoppy community dinner is held every 
week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
the American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 9:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages available 
at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call 
at (850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, March 20

• A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center every Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, every 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Community Cen-
ter. Bring a mat. Come early to sign in. Chair 
Yoga participants welcome. $2 per class.

Calendar of events for the week of March 14
On the Horizon 

Weekly Roundup: And... that’s a wrap!
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War Eagles are 6-1 after 3 weeks of play

Wakulla Station News

Sheri� ’s Report
This report is for ac-

tivities March 1 to 7:

FRIDAY, MARCH 1

• oe i  r er re
porte  is ve icle ei  
o  fire. r er a vise  

e as ovi  t e ve
hicle to the back yard 

e  it starte  s o i . 
After a brief smoke, the 
ve icle eca e e lfe  
i  fla es. r er co
tacte  W SO o i
catio s a  reporte  t is 
i ci e t. e o  
ear l e or  plorer 
as a total loss. ep t  

S a e ro ie respo
e . 

•  traffic stop as 
co cte  o  a ve icle 
for fro t ea li t o t. 

fter a i  co tact 
with the operator Tyler 
Rae Walker, it was dis-
covered his driver’s li-
ce se as s spe e  at 
t e ti e of stop. ri  
co tact  Wal er a it
te  to o i  is li
ce se as s spe e . 

ler as s se e tl  

arreste  for rivi  ile 
lice se s spe e  or 
revo e  WLS  it  

o le e a  tra s
porte  to W SO ail a
cilit  it o t i ci e t. 

ep t  or a  e G
a  i vesti ate . 

SATURDAY, MARCH 2

•  traffic cras  oc
c rre  ic  res lte  
i  a a e occ rri  to 

ail o es at ltiple 
locatio s i  t e area of 
ra  o es  itt 

W ale  a  La o  ill 
roa s.  oat as also lo
cate  o  t e irt portio  
of La o  ill ic  

as part of t e i vesti
atio . lori a i a  
atrol arrive  o  sce e 

a  or e  t e cras .  
short while later, it was 
eter i e  t at so e of 

t e a a es a  ave 
ee  i te tio al  a i  

t is a possi le cri i al 
isc ief. is case as 
ee  se t to etectives 

for f rt er i vesti atio . 
• ep t  sti  at

t e s respo e  to t e 

a ove locatio  i  refer
e ce to fo  proper
t . po  arrival  S a e 

es i  a e  i  a 
lac  it  ta  rip Si  

Sa er a a i e. es
i  sai  e fo  t e 
a a i e o  t e si e of 
ra for ville i a  
ear t e ircle . e 
a a i e as t r e  i  

as fo  propert .

SUNDAY, MARCH 3

• ep ties a es Wil
lia s a  or  S it  
respo e  to several a
resses i  t e La e lle  

area i  refere ce to a
a e  ail o es. lti
ple resi e ces a  t eir 

ail o es estro e  or 
p lle  o t of t e ro . 
ossi le s spects i  t is 

case ave ee  i e ti
fie . is case as ee  
se t to etectives for f r
t er i vesti atio . 

MONDAY, MARCH 4

• Steve r  report
e  ei  sca e  o t 
of . r  state  

e pai  t e o e  for 
repairs o  is ca per  

t t e or  as ever 
o e. is case as ee  

se t to etectives for f r
t er i vesti atio . ep

t  ac o roe i vesti
ate .

• ie il ers re
porte  so eo e ta i  
a si  fro  er ar  a  
estro i  a rac et. 

il ers val e  t e si  
a  rac et at appro i

atel  . is case 
as ee  se t to etec

tives for f rt er i vesti
atio . ep t  a ota 
a oc  i vesti ate . 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5

•  e plo ee it  
ro ise La  i is

tries reporte  a ot er 
e plo ee ta i  iscel
la eo s ite s fro  t e 
t rift store. o tact as 

a e it  t e s spect  
o state  e o t 

a  pai  for t e ite s i  
estio . is case as 

ee  se t to etectives 
for f rt er i vesti atio . 

ep t  i  Grove i
vesti ate . 

• ar i  er so  
reporte  pa i  for tree 

removal from a compa-
 i e tifie  as era

i Solar. er so  pai  
t e co pa   

t t e  ever i  t e 
or . er so  state  
e a te  is o e  
ac  t t e co pa  
as si ce eposite  t e 

c ec  a  ill ot ref  
t e o e . is case as 
ee  se t to etectives 

for f rt er i vesti atio . 
ep t  a ota a oc  

i vesti ate .

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 6

• ep ties respo e  
to oc s i  refere ce 
to t o ales ar i  i  
t e par i  lot. po  ar
rival ep ties a e co
tact it  olli  Gates 
a  aso  ac . Gates  

o is a ta i river  a
vise  e pic e  p ac  
at Tallahassee Memorial 

ospital a  ori i all  
as e  to e rive  to t e 

ircle  o  ra for ville 
i a . Gates a vise  
ile e  ro te t at ac  

c a e  is esti a
tio  to oc s. Gates 
a vise  after arrivi  at 
t e store ac  ref se  

to pa  i  for t e fare. 
ac  a vise  t e ospi

tal as s ppose  to ive 
i  a vo c er  for t e 

ta i ri e. fter verif i  
with the hospital there 

as o vo c er  ac  
as place  er arrest 

a  tra sporte  to t e 
Wa lla o t  ail. 

ep t  i  Grove i
vesti ate .

 
THURSDAY, MARCH 7

• ep t  sti  
att e s respo e  

to i s oa  i  refer
e ce to ve icle r lar . 

po  arrival ep t  
att e s co tacte  t e 

co plai a t err  o
te ot o state  is 
ve icle as ro e  i to 

ri  t e i t. e 
co plai a t also state  

is allet a  e s ere 
issi  fro  t e ce ter 

co sole. is case as 
ee  se t to etectives 

for f rt er i vesti atio . 

lease report s spi
cio s or ille al activit  
at  or call 

 for e er e cies. 

By VERNA BROCK

is past Sat r a  Wa lla Wo
erf l as ca celle  e to a er

o s i cle e t eat er.  eart oes 
o t to ever o e i volve  avi  a  
t e ecessit  of ca celli  eve ts t at 
 ave or e  o . erso all   as 

loo i  for ar  to cele rati  t e 
co t s istor  a  its people o ce 
a ai .  ess all e ca  o is sa  

e t ear
o  t e p s  is o  for t e Woo

ville o ers a  estival t is co
i  Sat r a  arc  t . e  
is or i  ar  to ave a ro si  
s ccess  it  over  ve ors si e  

p  offeri  all a er of arts  crafts  
oo s a  foo  fro   a. . til  

p. .
There will be a host of historical 

prese ters  i cl i  eater Wit  
 issio  lac s it  i e rp  

rp  s. it  Stric li  fro  
t e alla assee se  r. ic ar  

la e  a  o e of is a a i  eri

ta e ree  orses  i le s ri a e  
t e olore  roops  So t er  ire 

ative r ers  a cers a  a  
so c  ore. lease a  s to o r 
cale ar  a  oi  s i  pra i  for 
ea tif l eat er for t is eve t
S a  eve i   a   oi e  

o r frie s at t e Woo ville  to 
e o  a fa tastic o r of ospel sic 
prese te   t e arper a il  rio 
fro  o ltr  Geor ia. fter ar s  

e oi e  i  t e fello s ip all for a 
elicio s s pper of cor e  eef a  

ca a e i  o or of St. atric s a . 
e foo  as reat  t e co pa  eve  

etter  a  o  ca  s are i  t is ever  
seco  S a  of t e o t . ver

o e is elco e
W ile t ere   a  t e reat plea

s re of seei   ear frie  oa  
e ri . t as ee  a ile  t oa  
ever c a es. S e is st as ea

tif l  i si e a  o t  as s e as ever 
ee . We a ree  e are oi  to set a 

l c  ate to catc  p o  ere life is 
oi  o .

lease co ti e to eep le  
er  el a Watts  a e S ee e  t e 

tler fa il  a  or a Woo coc  
i  o r pra ers. lso  please re e
er to pra  for t e co flicts i  t e i
le ast a  rai e. eace is al a s 

a ort  re est.

By KEITH ANDERSON
Baseball coach

e War a les o  i  
al off fas io  o  e . 
t . raili   til 

t e t  t e War a les 
fi all  ot t e offe se 
oi  to tie it p a . 

 t e t  i i  t e 
War a les loa e  p t e 
ases it   o ts a  

Garrett elt a p fo t 
off several pitches with 2 
stri es efore eliveri  
t e a e i i  it p 
t e i le. 

Leasto  Spears fo t 
t ro  a to  st i

i  to ive t e War a
les  i i s of or  
ol i  t e li e for esse 
a ort  o t re   

s to t i i s ivi  
p  it a  stri i  

o t . 
Will ip a  ca e i  

to s t t e oor i  t e 
t  ee i  o l   pitc

es to p t t e a e a a  
a  et t e i . ic ael 

rle  pace  t e offe se 
it   its. 

ar er La o  ra  
r  Garrett elt a p  

a  Sa  r ce all a  a 
it a piece.
• O  e . t  t e 

War a les oste  is
trict foe a lor o t . 

e War a les at ere  
 its a ai st a ar  

t ro i  left  to i  . 
Will ip a  starte  

o  t e o  t ro i  
  i i s  scatter

i   its  stri i  o t  
a  o l  al i  o e i  
t e i i  effort. Gavi  

step ca e i  relief to 

t ro    i i s of 
s to t ase all ivi  

p o its a  al i  
 ile stri i  o t o e 

a  receivi  a save o  
t e i t. 

Se ior atc er ra  
r  le  t e offe se 
it  a  i t. ar er 

La o  ic ael r
le  osep  ieri i  a  
Gavi  step eac  a  
a it a piece. e War 

a les ra  t e ases 
a ressivel  it   Sto
le  ases o  t e i t. 

ar er La o  a   
ra  r  oe e es  

a  ic ael rle  eac  
a   stole  ases  a  
osep  ieri i a  . 
O  arc  t  t e War 

a les oste  a stro  
Li col  i  tea  losi  

 for t eir first efeat 

t is ear. Leasto  Spears 
a  a ot er stro  start 

o  t e o  efore 
ivi  a  i to t e t  

i i  after a otc e  
r o  a  a  error 
res lte  i   r s for t e 
tro a s t at s o l  ave 

ee  a ot er s to t 
i i . 

e s s e  a o r t  
a e  Wri t  Garrett 
elt a p  a  e
err  o or a ort  

a  Gavi  Ga trea  all 
relieve  fro  t e ll
pe . espite t e stro  

itti  a  pitc i  per
for a ce fro  Li col  
Wa lla a e  o t  

its to Li col s . i
c ael rle  a  O e  

lees eac  a   its 
o  t e i t  ot  it  
a o le a  a si le. 

a e  lees  osia  
ieri i  ra  r  a  

Sa  r ce eac  a  
si les.

O  ri a  arc  t  
t e War a les travele  
to Leo  ere t e  o l  
e tie  at  a  o i to 

e tra i i s to preserve 
t e i   i  t e co e
ac  victor . 
Starti  pitc er Gavi  

step a  a ot er fi e 
o ti  for t e War a les 
pitc i  t ro  so e 
earl  a versit  o   
o ce a ai  t a a
i  to t ro  .  i i s 
scatteri   its  o l  
ivi  p  ear e  r s 

a  stri i  o t five co
i  o t of t e a e it  
t e score tie  at . Will 

ip a  ca e o  i  re
lief to t ro  .  s to t 

i i  ivi  p  its  
stri i  o t t ree a  

al i  o e. 
a r e r  L a o  

a  a e  lees ot  
otc e   its. lees 
a  t e i  lo  it  

t e o a ea  r  i  t e 
t  i i . ra  r  

ce e te  t e lea  it  
a   si le also i  
t e t . ic ael rle  
co ti e  it  is ot 
at a i  a it a  a 

ti el  sacrifice t.
 osia  ieri i a  

Sa  r ce also c ippe  
i  a si le a  Gavi  
Ga trea  a  a o le 
i  t e affair. 

e War a les i
prove to  a  ill 
travel to roo oo  a  

ost S a ee i  t e 
pco i  ee . 

< Question of The Week > 

BR I AN BI SHOP
G M  Q u ality  I n s u lation

“W  ell, I  kin d 
of like it!  You  

h ave tim e to go 
 shi g i  the 
even in g.” 

TONY BAR TE LL
P u b lix D eli

“H orrib le!  I  h ad to go 
to work ye s terday at  5 

a.m . an d on e c loc k s aid 3 
a.m . wh en  I  got  u p , wh ic h  

it was  4 a.m ..  with  th e 
c h an ge . M on day w as  a 

h orrib le day .”

P olled at th e Crawfordville Q u ic k Stop :

J E ANNI E  HALLSTR OM
R etired –  D HSM V

 “I ’ m  for it, I  h ave 
always  liked th at I  
h ave m ore dayl igh t 

in  th e even in g t o 
work in  m y yar d 
an d m y p lan ts .”

“I  like th e D ayl igh t 
Savin g Tim e. I  

c an  c u t gr as s  after 
work an d do th in gs  
arou n d th e h ou s e 

ou ts ide.”

LAW R E NCE  M CM I LLI AN
R etired- City of Tallah as s ee

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

M AR Y K E LLY
R etired –W aku lla Sen ior Cen ter

“ I  don ’ t really 
like it, I  didn ’ t 
wan t to ge t u p  
th is  m orn in g.”

Daylight Saving Time! For or against?
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By MARJ LAW

Is it a cinch to rack 
the slide?

Is it a cinch to load 
the mag?

Does the target boost 
your pride?

Does the recoil make 
you gag?

These are four main 
concerns Newbie has 
when purchasing a new 
handgun. Newbie wants 
a gun that has more 
power than a .22, but 
has less recoil than 
a 9mm. The .380 is 
generally somewhere 
between the two.

The .380 are nor-
mally easier to man-
age. This is great for 
all those with minimal 
shoulder, hand, and 
arm strength.

Today we’re going to 
discuss some merits of 
the Smith & Wesson 
.380 Shield EZ, the Sig 
Sauer 365 .380 and the 
Ruger Security .380. 
Right is the Ruger, mid-
dle high target is the Sig 
.380, and the left is the 
S&W .380 EZ.

Joe shot three rounds 
on each target and so 
did I. Notice that all six 
rounds on the Ruger 
right target have formed 
two tight groups; one 
group of two on the 
bullseye and the other 
four at about 10 o’clock. 
Two of the rounds have 
hit at the same place. 
You can see that one 
hole is larger where two 
rounds overlapped. 

Not bad, huh? You’ll 
want your defensive 
gun to shoot well at 
about 20 feet. These 

targets are set at 21 
feet. Few of us have a 
home with rooms or 
halls longer than 21 
feet, so we want to be 
accurate at this dis-
tance.

Let’s look at the mid-
dle target. This is the 
new Sig Sauer 365 
.380. Five of the shots 
made the target. Who 
knows where the sixth 
went? There are no tight 
groupings here. Does 
this make you turn 
away? 

A huge difference in 
these handguns is that 
this Sig has a much 
shorter grip and is 
smaller than the oth-
ers. This makes it more 
concealable, but if your 
hand doesn’t get a nice 
firm grip, you may not 
shoot as well as you’d 
like. The difference may 
be rectified with the lon-
ger 12-round magazine, 
which does not come 
with the gun. You have 
to order the longer mag-
azine separately. 

I bet the extended grip 
caused by the 12-round 
magazine may make up 
for a better showing. 
However, five rounds 
still hit the target. This 
ought to be sufficient 
to stop a threat coming 
at you. 

The target on the left 
shows the six rounds 
from the Smith & Wes-
son .380 Shield EZ. 
Notice the grouping of 
three rounds right near 
the bullseye and two 
more about 10 o’clock. 
The last round is at 
about 5:30. All of these 
rounds will hit the crit-
ical mass of a person 
breaking into your 
house and coming at 
you.

Does this mean the 
Smith & Wesson is a 
better handgun?

No.
All three handguns 

hit the critical mass 
which is inside the 
8-inch targets. That 
speaks well for all of 
them. But how do they 
shoot? How is the trig-

ger pull? How long is 
the trigger pull travel? 
How much recoil will 
you get? How difficult is 
it to rack the slide?

We rate these issues 
on a 1-5 scale, giving a 
1 to the easiest possible 
to a 5 meaning it is hard 
or difficult.

The Ruger has the 
longest grip since we 
put in its 15-round 
magazine. Joe has big 
hands and all his four 
fingers have a secure 
grasp. Although I have 
small hands, this gives 
me a secure hold as 
well. The Ruger has the 
highest score for grip. It 
comes with the shorter 
10-round magazine as 
well.

This Ruger has a light 
trigger pull, but the 
travel of the trigger is 
longer than we expect-
ed. 

Recoil is a 1.5-2, and 
ease of racking the slide 
is a 1. It’s really easy to 
rack the slide.

Summing up the Ru-
ger, it’s good for large 
hands (and small), and 
it shoots very smoothly. 
It holds a lot of rounds; 
coming with both the 
10 and the 15-round 
magazines. Recoil is 

light. Racking the slide 
is simple, trigger pull is 
light and grip is solid. 
We like it.

Next is the Sig Sauer 
365 .380. This handgun 
has the smallest grip of 
the three, so we might 
not have had as good a 
hold on the grip as we 
would if we’d had the 
12-round versus the 
10-round magazine that 
comes with the gun.

The Sig, mind you, 
with only the 10-round 
magazine has a bit more 
recoil, but not much. 
We both give it a 2, 
versus the 1.5-2 of the 
Ruger.

The Sig  is  a  mi-
cro-compact handgun, 
while the Ruger is com-
pact. I like the smaller 
size of the Sig. I would 
prefer the 12-round 
magazine, which would 
give a stronger grip and 
holds two more rounds.

Trigger is somewhat 
harder and longer than 
the Ruger’s. Slide rack 
is a solid 2, versus the 
1 of the Ruger.

But this is not to say 
you should get the Ru-
ger instead of the Sig.

Tr i gger  t rave l  i s 
shorter than the Ru-
ger’s. Recoil is about the 
same as the Ruger’s. 

Groupings were not 
so tight as the Ruger’s, 
but the rounds hit the 
target.

I firmly believe this 
Sig would beat out the 
Ruger if it had that 
12-round longer mag-
azine. Besides, I just 
prefer the smaller size 
of the gun.

Now, the Smith & 
Wesson  M&P .380 
Shield EZ does seem 
to be the easiest gun to 
manage. 

Trigger pull and trig-
ger pull travel are quite 
light. Recoil is light as 
well. Grip is longish to 
give better grip, but it 
only holds eight rounds. 
I find the grip a bit 
wide from front to back, 
making it a bit large for 
me.

Loading a magazine? 
Well, the UpLula has 
made most .380s and 
9s very easy to load. 
However, the Smith & 
Wesson .380 Shield EZ 
has a magazine with a 
button. Push down the 
button, just like you 
would a .22, and it is EZ 
to load. Mostly.

A f t e r  about  four 
rounds, you feel the 
resistance of the mag-
azine’s spring. Your 

pushing thumb will 
have a dent in it where 
you’re pushing the but-
ton. For me, it means 
after those first four 
rounds, I end up using 
the UpLula anyway.

Racking the slide is 
very easy and light.

Final ly ,  which is 
best?

•  li e t e er for 
its 15-round magazine 
which comes with the 
gun (along with the 10). 
Joe likes the 15-round 
mag for the longer grip. 

The slide racks easily 
and recoil is light. 

•  li e t e Si  for 
its very small and con-
cealable size. It’s the 
smallest of the three 
handguns. It’s not quite 
so easy to shoot as the 
Ruger, but it is still 
light in trigger, kick, 
and ease of racking the 
slide.

•  li e t e S it  
& Wesson M&P .380 
Shie ld  EZ because 
Smith & Wesson has 
learned to make hand-
guns easy to use. From 
easy loading to easy 
trigger and light re-
coil to easy racking the 
slide. Yes, this is an EZ 
handgun.

Coming from the box, 
the S&W holds 8 rounds, 
the Sig holds 10, and 
the Ruger comes with 
10 and 15-round mag-
azines.

All three handguns 
have light recoil, light 
triggers and easy-to-
rack slides. 

Which is better?
It’s hard to decide, 

but I prefer the micro 
compact size of the Sig.

Joe has big hands 
and he likes the Ruger. 

A girlfriend prefers 
the Smith & Wesson 
because she says it’s so 
easy to use.

It all depends which 
works best for you.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.
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.380s – which shoots best?

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Local photographer Perry Dissmore shared this photo 
shot at the refuge of an alligator sunning on a log and his 

re� ection in the water. 
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This following infor-
mation comes from Jim 
McGraw with U.S. Coast 
Guard Heartland Safe 
Boating. “A boat is a hole 
in the water into which 
you pour money.”

While not all boats are 
expensive to own and 
maintain, money is a 
constraint on most rec-
reational boating. While 
the high-tech signaling 
devices such as a 406 
MHz personal locator 
beacon (PLB) are highly 
effective, they may cost 
more than a boat owner 
is willing to spend. Let’s 
talk about the low-cost 
signaling equipment that 
can make a life-saving 
difference in many ac-
cidents.

Many commercial pas-
senger vessels (depend-
ing on size, number of 
pax, and location) are 
required to equip every 
passenger personal flo-
tation device (PFD) with 
four kinds of gear to 
increase the likelihood 
of finding persons in 
the water (PIW). None of 
these are expensive and 
all can make a life-sav-
ing difference in some 
situations:

Bright color- A PFD 
in a bright color such 
as yellow or orange can 
make a PIW much eas-
ier to see in daytime. 
A black, navy blue, or 
charcoal PFD may look 

cool out of the water… 
but they are essentially 
invisible when in the 
water. Many inflatable 
PFDs have a fashionable 
outer cover that reveals a 
brightly colored bladder 
when inflated.

Reflective Tape - Last 
summer I participated in 
Man Overboard (MOB) 
recovery drills at night 
for the first time. I was 
shocked at how very 
difficult it was to see a 
human sized target in 
the water in the dark. 
When our Oscar (rescue 
dummy) was equipped 
with reflective tape, the 
difference in visibility 
was quite dramatic!

Whistle – A whistle 
is a powerful way to be 
findable! Our voices tire 
quickly. A whistle is easy 
to use and can often 
be heard long before a 
person can be seen. The 
best whistles are plastic 
rather than metal (to 

prevent freezing to lips 
in cold weather) and are 
pea-less, as the pea often 
causes poor performance 
when the whistle is flood-
ed with water.

Light – A light can ab-
solutely be lifesaving in 
PIW situations at night! 
There are a variety of 
lights designed for at-
tachment to PFDs. Some 
of these lights will acti-
vate automatically upon 
immersion in water. 
Many of these lights will 
be marked with a USCG 
approval statement. That 
approval is not required 
for recreational boats, 
but you may desire that 
approval.

Every time U.S. Coast 
Guard small boat crews 
get underway, each crew 
member is carrying all 
of the above (and more, 
such as a knife and PLB) 
on their person!

Every year there are 
numerous deaths from 

persons going into the 
water from small ves-
sels near shore. In these 
cases a brightly colored 
PFD, with reflective tape, 
a whistle, and light can 
be the difference between 
life and death.

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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From FWC

This  repor t  r ep-
resents some events 
the FWC handled Feb. 
9-15 in the Northwest 
Region. (No cases were 
reported in Wakulla 
County) 

GADSDEN COUNTY

• Officer L. Glover 
was investigating a 
possible trespass on 
private property and 

encountered a sub-
ject who stated he had 
killed an antlered deer 
earlier that morning. 
Upon further inspec-
tion, he found the sub-
ject had harvested a 
deer that did not meet 
antler point regulations 
and had not filled out 
a harvest log. Officer 
Glover issued a warning 
for not filling out a har-
vest log and a citation 
for taking antlered deer 
not meeting antler point 

regulations.

JEFFERSON COUNTY

• Officer Specialist W. 
Brookes and Officer L. 
Glover were on patrol 
in the Aucilla Wildlife 
Management Area and 
found a vehicle parked 
in a secluded area and 
believed individuals as-
sociated with the ve-
hicle were digging for 
artifacts. Officer Glover 
contacted Lieutenant 

G. Louque for assis-
tance with locating the 
subjects. One subject 
was observed walk-
ing back to the vehicle 
covered in dirt. Officer 
Glover found anoth-
er subject digging for 
artifacts. The subject 
that walked back to the 
vehicle had chert and 
two stone artifacts. The 
subjects were arrested 
and transported to the 
Jefferson County Jail. 

FWC Law Enforcement Report

24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Class for several FSU students.

I just finished a class for several Florida State 
students, they did very well. We decided to go to 
the Vortex Springs because Morrison springs was 
at a clarity of 5 – which is extremely muddy. The 
They signed in and got their bands. I’m in the final 
stages of certifying a new Dive Master to help me 
with future classes. I currently have a fully certified 
dive master and she does a great job in helping me 
teach my classes.

I am working to get both of my DMs their in-
structor certification sometime this summer. So my 
DM gave the before-dive briefing and then we all 
geared up and started that walk down the hill to 
the spring. I still can’t get used to the slow filling 
of cold water going from my ankles to my neck. 
We descended to about 12 feet and my DM starts 
the skills with them. I am observing the students 
and I noticed that one of them is shivering a lot.

When you are cold enough to shiver like that 
then its almost impossible to do simple tasks under 
water. The DM noticed also and he immediately 
took him to the surface then I noticed that his 
wetsuit had large pockets where it wasn’t fitting 
very snug. I surfaced with the other students and 
sent them and my DM back to the bottom to work 
on their skills. I swam the very cold student over 
to the steps and had him get out of the water and 
change into some dry clothes.

I then went back to the students and they did a 
great job doing their required skills. We then took 
them on a swim on the bottom of the springs until 
their air was down to about 1800psi, we then sur-
faced and swam to the steps and excited the water 
for about a half hour surface interval. We changed 
our tanks out and then got back into the water.

The young man stayed out because he was still 
a little cold. After we surfaced I changed into warm 
clothes. I took him into the dive shop to try on a 
smaller wetsuit and it fit a lot better. 

The next day we met at the vortex dive shop to 
sign in. He picked up the wetsuit and we put our 
gear together then entered the water. I had my DM 
take the rest of the students through the rest of 
the bottom skills while I worked to bring up the 
young man to the skills of the rest of the students.

Unfortunately, he was not able to finish at that 
time but he will join us on the next open water class 
to finish out his certification. The other students 
were able to finish their skills for their certification. 

My DM did a great job with the students in the 
open water, all he needs to do now is finish his 
last open water with me then I can sign off his DM 
certification. Then his work begins towards his 
instructor certification.

Until next week keep making bubbles.

Russell Miller #59999
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Allowing others to merge onto our ‘highway’

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

A highway sign tells 
me to merge because 
my lane is ending. As 
soon as possible, I do. 

Then, where the lane 
ends, I see that several 
drivers who were be-

hind me before I merged 
are stuck. I see their 
blinkers, but I refuse to 
let them in. I merged on 
time. I have the right to 
ignore them (and in a 
way, punish them) for 
waiting until the last 
minute to merge. They 
should have merged 
sooner – behind me. I 
justify my selfish atti-
tude by believing I’m a 
more righteous driver. 
Can you relate? 

A s  w e  c o n t i n u e 
studying, bit by bit, the 
love chapter in 1 Corin-
thians 13, let’s practice 
this week’s challenge: 
“[Love] does not insist 
on its own way” (1 Cor-

inthians 13:5 ESV). 
The Amplified Bible, 
Classic Edition adds 
“does not insist on its 
own rights.” 

This week, let’s ask 
God to help us yield 
our agenda and rights 
to His purposes. Our 
best model, of course, is 
Jesus. He never exerted 
His rights while living 
on earth, even though 
He had every right to do 
so. His death at Calvary 
is the best example of 
this.

When we put the 
needs of others ahead 
of our own, we demon-
strate God’s love. Sadly, 
we notice people disre-

garding our needs and 
rights much quicker 
than we notice our-
selves failing to consid-
er theirs.

For instance, as a 
sales rep for Wave 94, 
how often do I help a 
coworker succeed (even 
another salesperson) or 
pray for a competitor 
to prosper (including 
another radio station)? 
How would it change 
our relationships if we 
saved the last piece of 
pie for someone else? 
Or graciously allowed 
people to express their 
opinions, especially 
when we disagree?

Playing on my open-

ing, what would happen 
if we’d allow people to 
“merge” onto our busy 
schedule by offering 
help when needed? 

How would it change 
our mood on a crowded 
interstate if we allowed 
someone to merge late 
– and smiled while do-
ing it? We just might 
be extending grace to a 
driver who learned his 
wife has cancer or to 
a stressed single mom 
who simply missed see-
ing the earlier merge 
sign.

What would it cost us 
to give up our “rights” 
just once this week? 
How much would we 

gain?
Let’s pray: 
Lord Jesus, thank 

You for modeling true 
sacrificial love. Help 
us live in such a way 
that we don’t always in-
sist on our own way or 
rights. Teach us how to 
prioritize others’ needs, 
especially when we feel 
too busy to care. Amen.

Sheryl H. Boldt is 
a sales executive for 
Wave 94 and author 
of the blog, www.To-
dayCanBeDifferent.net. 
Connect with her at 
SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.
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By JAMES SNYDER

The older I get, the 
more I wake up not 
knowing what day it is. 
That is particularly true 
on Mondays.

My favorite day of the 
week is Sunday. I enjoy 
attending church, fel-
lowshipping with oth-
er Christians, and, of 
course, the Sunday 
worship services. I en-
joy Sunday morning 
and evening like no 
other time of the week.

Since I became a 
Christian about 65 
years ago, I have only 
missed a Sunday ser-
vice when I was sick or 
had some emergency. 
Sunday is the most im-
portant day of the week 
for me, and it has been 
for years. I don’t see it 
changing anytime soon.

As much as I love 
Sunday, I can’t say the 
same about Monday. 
Sunday is filled with 
joy and, rejoicing and 
delightful fellowship. 
I get up each Sunday 
morning with great ex-
pectations. Monday is 
a different story, filled 

with gloom, doom, and 
a “What day is it?” men-
tality.

When I wake up on 
Monday morning, I of-
ten don’t remember 
what day it is. Monday 
is the kind of day that 
I can’t remember any-
thing that I’ve done 
for the week because I 
haven’t done anything 
for the week yet. I often 
forget it’s the first day 
of the week. Confusion 
seems to be my partner.

Tuesday is not so bad 
because I can some-
how remember the day, 
some of the things I did 
on Monday, and my 
plans for the rest of the 
week. But on Monday, I 
have to start the week 
all over again, and who 
has the energy to do 
that?

I understand that 
Saturday is the day we 
prepare for Sunday. 
I get that, and I do 
it every week. There 
should be some kind 
of law making Monday 
a day to recover from 
Sunday’s activities and 
prepare for the week 
ahead.

Often, I’ll wake up on 
Monday morning, look 
at The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage, 
and say very soberly, 
“What day is it?”

Usually, she looks 
at me and says sarcas-
tically, “I don’t know; 
check your calendar.” 

By Wednesday, I will 

be in my regular work 
mode and get up every 
morning eager to start 
working on my weekly 
plans.

I’ve had a thought 
along this line. Some-
times, I’m going to sleep 
all day on Monday, get 
up Tuesday morning, 
and see if I remember 
what day it is. That 
might help me under-
stand all this nonsense 
I wallow in every week.

I need to be very care-
ful along this line. For 
example, if The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage knew I got 
up on Monday morning 
not knowing what my 
plans were for the day, 
she may make those 
plans for me. Believe 
me; she knows how to 
plan out every minute 
of every day.

That’s one reason 
I need a calendar to 
schedule my plans for 
the week. It doesn’t 
matter if I finish all 
those plans or not. It 
only matters that The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage sees I 
have scheduled work 
for myself.

The problem is that 
on Monday morning, 
when I get up, I’m not 
even sure what day it 
is, and there is a certain 
danger that The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage may come to 
my rescue.

The problem is that 

since my retirement, I 
have moved my office 
out of the church and 
into our home. When 
my office was in the 
church, I could get up 
Monday morning and 
say, “I gotta get to the 
church office and get 
started on my work for 
the week.” I then could 
figure out what I was 
going to do for the day 
and the week ahead of 
me. That worked for 
many years.

I must say, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage has tak-
en advantage of this 
weakness of mine. On a 
Monday morning, when 
I get up and shuffle 
out to the kitchen, she 
greets me by saying, 
“What plans do you 
have for today?”

At that time, I usual-
ly mumble and confess 
that I don’t know. Then 
she says, “That’s good 
because we need to go 
across town and pick 
up a few things.” Where 
she got the “we,” I don’t 
know.

After hearing this for 
a few years, I discov-
ered she was talking 
about a whole day of 
shopping. Who knew?

Maybe I could plan 
better for Monday if I 
didn’t get so excited 
about Sunday. Per-
haps I could have some 
things on my “to-do 
list” that would occupy 
me for the whole day. 

Of course, even if I have 
such a list on Monday 
morning when I get up, 
I sometimes can’t even 
remember my name.

It will be a shocking 
Monday when I get up 
very lucid, remember 
my name, and have a 
plan for the day all in 
my head. I don’t think 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage would 
recognize me that day.

In all of my frustra-
tion, I was reminded 
of Philippians 4:6 – 
“Be careful for nothing; 
but in every thing by 
prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made 
known unto God.”

My frustration only 
brings stress into my 
life. Each day, I need 
to discipline myself to 
give the elements of my 
life over to God. Only 
He can sort out my life 
in a way that glorifies 
Him. Learning to pray 
for everything solves 
my problems.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

Why does Monday have to follow Sunday?
OUT TO PASTOR

By CHERYL CRUCE

For as long as I can 
remember, I have had a 
job to do. As a child, my 
responsibility was dry-
ing the dishes after sup-
per. I wish I had a pro-
verbial nickel for every 
time I left the silverware 
untouched. Something 
about all those forks, 
spoons, and knives 
seemed too daunting. 

As I grew, so did my 
duties of helping with 
the household chores. 

It was the same with my 
siblings. 

We all had tasks to 
complete, and we all 
started by standing on 
an old wash pot at the 
draining board. I re-
member thinking how 
unfair it was to have 
so many everyday jobs; 
however, now I under-
stand the reason behind 
the unfairness. Our par-
ents were teaching us 
what it meant to be a 
family. All of us were an 
essential part of a team 
that kept us moving like 
a well-oiled machine. 
Our duties taught us re-
sponsibility, to pull our 
weight, and to be team 
players.

As a team, we worked 
together, encouraging 
each other to do our 
best. When the work 
was done, we discov-

ered time for outside 
activities, board games, 
or other forms of enter-
tainment. Through the 
years, we have grown 
and moved on with new 
responsibilities. We 
have faced mountains 
and obstacles with that 
foundation of oneness. 
We have accomplished 
many things because we 
have shouldered life to-
gether. 

What would our world 
look like if we realized 
how unity promotes 
growth? There was a time 
in the history of human-
ity when people walked 
in unity, speaking one 
language. They began to 
build a great city with a 
tower to reach the heav-
ens. The Lord said noth-
ing was impossible for 
the people because they 
were of one voice (Gene-

sis 11:1-9). Today, If we 
spoke the language of 
togetherness, we could 
drastically change our 
world.

Helen Keller’s state-
ment, “Alone, we can do 
so little; together, we can 
do so much,” holds a lot 
of truth. Consider this: 
what would happen if 
our churches spoke one 
language today? What 
if we genuinely became 
our Lord’s head, hands, 
and feet, walking a path 
of faith in unity? What 
if we were the Body of 
Christ, seeing each oth-
er in the image of God? 
We would begin to see 
hearts changed and bro-
kenness healed.

Christ makes every-
thing possible as we 
unite as one in Him. To-
gether, we are as strong 
as the three cord strands 

woven as one. We are not 
easily broken. When two 
or more are working, we 
will find a greater return 
on our labor. When trou-
ble comes our way, we 
can lift each other up. 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). 

Jesus knew the pow-
er of two or more joined 
together in ministry. Je-
sus sent the disciples 
forth in ministry in pairs 
for two reasons: first, 
they would have a wit-
ness to the work they 
were doing, and second, 
they could encourage 
each other in ministry. 
Jesus told them to take 
nothing for their jour-
ney except their staff. All 
they needed for success 
was their faith and each 
other (Mark 6:7-13). 

When I was a child 
standing on the wash 
pot, my sister knew how 

to make me success-
ful. She washed the sil-
verware first to get “the 
daunting” out of the way. 
Truthfully, life is full of 
overwhelming, daunt-
ing tasks, mountains we 
cannot move alone. As 
children of God, we are 
encouraged to reach out 
to each other for help or 
to be a help. Together, 
the mountains can and 
will move. 

Psalm 133:1&3b How 
good and pleasant it is 
when God’s people live 
together in unity! For 
there, the Lord bestows 
his blessing, even life 
forevermore.

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchoppy 
United Methodist Church.

Together we can move mountains
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SERVICES:
Sunday School  
10:30 am
Morning Worship 
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Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7:30 pm

5 Crescent Way, 
Crawfordville, FL 

(850) 926-4889 https://www.fpccupci.org
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Church Briefs
• Mount Olive Primitive Baptist #2 offers 
‘Growth Phases’

Foundation Phase teaches the believer how to 
build their life properly on the foundation of the 
person of Jesus Christ and His �nished work on the 
cross. There is the pattern of sound teaching in the 
Bible that the blueprint for spirtual development.

Growth phases provide the Biblical teachings in 
a step-by-step format to follow to be established 
in your relationship to Jesus and His purpose for 
your life.

The classes are offered at Mount Olive Primitive 
Baptist #2 on Tuesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

The church is located at 8 Spring Creek Hwy, 
Crawfordville. For more information, call (850) 926-
3645.

Mobile Response Team

Audit committee

Highway 319

From Front Page

Apalachee Center clinic 
in that county will imme-
diately respond, speaking 
to the caller over the 
phone and attempting to 
de-escalate the crisis. 

If needed, counselors 
can also respond in per-
son within 60 minutes 
of receiving the call, to 
provide the best help 
possible for individuals 
who need it. 

If an individual calls 
outside of those hours, 
there is always someone 
on call in Apalachee’s 
Central Receiving Facility 
to respond to calls, so 
support is always avail-
able for those who need 
it.

The sheriff ’s office 
has partnered with the 
Apalachee Center and 
MRTs so that when re-
sponding to calls, emer-

gency or otherwise, offi-
cers have trained profes-
sionals to rely on to help 
de-escalate dangerous 
scenarios and make ef-
fective mental health 
evaluations to determine 
whether or not a Baker 
Act should be conducted. 

“You’re combining the 
officers with the counsel-
ors because the officer 
on scene is making sure 
the environment’s safe… 
while trying to determine 
this person’s needs,” said 
David Conn, community 
outreach coordinator at 
the sheriff’s office. “With 
an MRT counselor there, 
the officer has some-
one to help make that 
decision, he can turn 
that decision over to a 
trained specialist… He 
can move forward with 
a professional’s recom-
mendation.” 

MRT also offers a way 

for an individual who 
needs help to get it with-
out needing to call the 
police department. 

“It  helps with the 
de-escalation,” said Re-
gina McQueen, the MRT 
counselor for Wakul-
la. “When they see the 
uniform coming, some 
people have fear of that 
authority… You don’t al-
ways see an officer come 
to your door. ” 

By giving an alterna-
tive to the police depart-
ment, some situations 
can be more effective-
ly defused, preventing 
something like a Baker 
Act – the involuntary 
commitment of someone 
for mental health issues 
for up to 72 hours – from 
being needed. 

Between 2021 and 
2023, Baker Acts con-
ducted by sheriff’s depu-
ties decreased from 220 

per year to 177, a change 
of 43 over the course of 
two years. 

While it is too early yet 
to accurately measure 
the impact of the MRTs 
on this statistic, what 
can be measured is the 
impact of that decrease 
on the sheriff’s office. 

According to Major An-
thony Curles of the Road 
Patrol Division, each 
Baker Act investigation 
an officer conducts can 
take up to four hours, 
from responding to the 
call to writing the report. 
Decreasing the number 
of Baker Acts carried out 
frees up deputies to get 
back out on the road and 
continue to keep Wakulla 
County safe.

The Apalachee Cen-
ter’s Helpline number is 
(800) 342-0774, and the 
sheriff’s office non-emer-
gency line is (850) 745-
7100. 

From Front Page

businesses because, as 
Brimner told the com-
mittee, “The state es-
seentially pays taxes for 
Wakulla County on that 
first $25,000.”

County Administrator 
David Edwards told the 
committee that it was 

time to move forward 
with the new hires – 
and that by April things 
could be set in motion, 
acknowledging that it 
would take time to adver-
tise and fill the positions.

Clerk of Courts Greg 
James urged caution, 
advising the commit-
tee to look at the April 

numbers – which would 
represent a half-a-year’s 
financials – before mov-
ing forward. 

The biggest problem is 
that the shortfall is not a 
one-time issue since the 
money was to be spent 
on new personnel, which 
is a recurring expense.

It is expected when the 
committee meets in April 
that the projected tax-
able property values will 

begin to come into clear 
focus and may well cover 
the recurring costs.

The audit committee 
is chaired by County 
Commission Chair Quin-
cee Messersmith and is 
made up of county con-
stitutional officers: Brim-
ner, James, Craze, and 
Supervsior of Elections 
Joe Morgan and Sheriff 
Jared Miller.

From Front Page

dated damages for breach 
of contract for failing to 
finish the project on time.

Corbin said the con-
tract does provide for 
$10,000 a day penalty 
for not finishing the proj-
ect on time – but again 
stressed that the penalty 
was unlikely to be in-
voked until the fall.

Greg Slay, executive 
director of the Capitol Re-
gion Transportation Plan-
ning Agency, which rec-
ommends road projects 
in the area, told members 
of the the Wakulla Rotary 

Club recently that he had 
been told the 319 expan-
sion would be completed 
by Oct. 1.

Slay also noted that 
the portion of the high-
way from the Wakulla-Le-
on county line north is 
in the pipeline for four-
laning.

The portion of the 
project from Wal-Mart 
to Wakulla Arran Road 
(where McDonalds is lo-
cated) would be the next 
phase through Crawford-
ville, but right-of-way 
has not been purchased 
through that section.

Your local source for news

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Virginia Lee Osgood, 72, of Crawfordville, died March 10, 2024.   
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel, 850-926-5919, www.family�c.com

• Shirley Mae Porter West, 75, of Crawfordville, died March 7, 2024.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com
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Financial Consultant®
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The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
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tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Re-Store
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WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

Greetings Wakulla Cit-
izens! Let’s dive into this 
life changing encourage-
ment. Last week we spoke of 
Jesus coming to “overcome” 
what Adam and Eve had 
committed in the Garden. To 
“overcome” means to “defeat 
(another) in competition or 
conflict. This is exactly what 
Jesus, LORD God did, FIN-
ISHED!, on the Cross for us! 
Jesus destroyed the curse that 
Adam and Eve caused on us 
and all the earth through their 
disobedience! Jesus gave us 
our authority back through 
His blood!  

Jesus on the Cross Finished 
it ALL! We could chat about 
many many circumstances 
that are finished because of 
the “Lamb on the Cross.” The 
focus today is the Christian 
that causes satan to be afraid! 
WOOOHHOOOO!! The fear 
of death was finished on the 
Cross by the “Blood of the 
LAMB”! 

The Christian satan is afraid 
of is the Christian that lives by 
and proclaims this Scrip-
ture “ R evelation  1 2:  1 1  An d 
th ey  overc am e h im ( s atan )  
b ec au s e of th e b lood of th e 
Lam b  an d b ec au s e of th e 
word of th eir tes tim on y , 
an d th ey  did n ot love th eir 
life even  [ a] wh en  fac ed with  
death ” . You see Jesus took 
the sting out of dying! Be-
cause of His blood He shed 
for us we may live forever! 
Our spirits, our true beings 
never die, we either choose 
Heaven or Hell as our desti-
nation! You see when we are 
apart from God this is “death,” 
because He is life and gives 
life. As it mentions in D eu -
teron om y  30 : 1 5 - 20 .  There-
fore, the fear of death is gone 
forever! What is the opposite 
of fear? LOVE! Love casts 
out ALL FEAR! Satan hates 
this! 1  J oh n  4:  1 8 “ Th ere is  
n o fear in  love, b u t p erfec t 
love drives  ou t fear, b ec au s e 
fear [ a] in volves  p u n is h m en t, 
an d th e on e wh o fears  is  n ot 
p erfec ted in  love” . Thank 
You Jesus!! Thank You God 
for Your Grace by which we 
are redeemed! God loves us 
that much!! 

Now it is up to us to choose 
God and His ways or not. God 
gave us our own will to make 
that decision. Through every 
decision we make we have 
accountability in that very 
decision. We either keep our 
authority He has given to us, 
or we give it to the evil one to 
use against us. We make that 
decision!  D eu teron om y  30 :  
1 5 - 20  “ See, I  h ave p lac ed b e-
fore y ou  today  life an d [ a]

h ap p in es s , an d death  an d [ b ]

advers ity , 1 6  in  th at I  am  
c om m an din g  y ou  today  to 
love th e Lord y ou r G od, 
to walk in  His  way s  an d to 
keep  His  c om m an dm en ts , 

His  s tatu tes , an d His  j u dg -
m en ts , s o th at y ou  m ay  live 
an d b ec om e n u m erou s , an d 
th at th e Lord y ou r G od 
m ay  b les s  y ou  in  th e lan d 
wh ere y ou  are en terin g  to 
take p os s es s ion  of it. 1 7 Bu t if 
y ou r h eart tu rn s  away  an d 
y ou  will n ot ob ey , b u tallow 
y ou rs elf to b e led as tray  
an d y ou  wors h ip  oth er g ods  
an d s erve th em , 1 8 I  dec lare 
to y ou  today  th at y ou  will 
c ertain ly  p eris h . You  will 
n ot p rolon g  y ou r day s  in  
th e lan d wh ere y ou  are 
c ros s in g  th e J ordan  to en -
ter [ c ] an d take p os s es s ion  of 
it. 1 9  I  c all h eaven  an d earth  
to witn es s  ag ain s t y ou to-
day , th at I  h ave p lac ed 
b efore y ou  life an d death , 
th e b les s in g  an d th e c u rs e. 
So c h oos e life in  order 
th at y ou  m ay  live, y ou  an d 
y ou r [ d] des c en dan ts , 20  b y  
lovin g  th e Lord y ou r G od, 
b y  ob ey in g  His  voic e, an d 
b y  h oldin g  c los e to Him ;  
for [ e] th is  is  y ou r life an d 
th e len g th  of y ou r day s , [ f]

s o th at y ou  m ay  live in  th e 
lan d wh ic h  th e Lord s wore 
to y ou r fath ers , to Ab ra-
h am , I s aac , an d J ac ob , to 
g ive th em .”  

P roverb s  1 8:  21 “ D eath  an d 
life are in  th e [ a] p ower of th e 
ton g u e, An d th os e wh o love 
it will eat its  fru it. 

We hope this blesses you 
and causes you to dive deep-
er in Him, 

Shalom, 
Deb Quimby-Quackenbush 
If you do not know Jesus 

and want to, He says in His 
Word R om an s  1 0 :  1 3 for 
“ E very on e wh o c alls  on  th e 
n am e of th e Lord will b e 
s aved.”  Say this to Him out 
loud “Jesus, I am a sinner I 
know, I repent and turn away 
from all that I did as a sinner, 
I renounce their hold on me. 
I believe in faith God sent 
You to become my sin, on 
the Cross, to cleanse me from 
them and now make me new. 
I believe You died and rose 
on the 3rd day so that I may 
live and become Your Righ-
teousness. By God’s Grace I 
am now Born Again. WOOO-
HHHOOOO!! Welcome to 
the family! Now the next step 
is to be water baptized and 
find a Spirit filled full Gospel 
church family. Your life just 
got EXCITING!!!

 V is it m y  y ou tu b e c h an n el 
b y  s c an in g  th e Q R  c ode b e-
low.

P leas e Like an d Su b s c rib e!

tobe7encouraged faith column
The Blood of The Lamb... 
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1. HEATING UP

The last nine 
months have bro-
ken records for the 
hottest of each ever 
recorded. February 
was an average of 
56.37 degrees Fahr-
enheit, breaking the 
record set in 2016 by 
about one-eight of a 
degree. The tempera-
tures of the world’s 
oceans are also 
breaking records. In 
February, tempera-
ture of the surface 
of the water has bro-
ken the record set 
in August 2023 and 
is still rising. The El 
Niño weather pat-
tern, which happens 
every few years and 
brings heat from the 
ocean into the atmo-
sphere, is partially to 
blame for the higher 
temperatures. How-
ever, climate scien-
tists are still worried 
about how high the 
temperatures rose, 
even with the El Niño 
going on. Did you 
notice the weather 
being warmer than 
usual this Febru-
ary? While you may 
have enjoyed more 
time outside or not 
having to bundle up 
in warm coats as 
much, why could a 
warmer winter be 
a bad thing? Write 
down at least three 
reasons you can 
think of why this 
could be a problem. 
Then, share your 
answers with your 
classmates.

2. SOLO SAILOR

Cole Brauer re-
cently became the 
first American wom-
an to race nonstop 
around the world by 
herself on a sailboat. 
The journey took 
130 days to cover 
30,000 miles and 
ended in Spain. She 
was part of a com-
petition called the 
Global Solo Chal-
lenge, where six-
teen sailors from 
ten countries sailed 
around the world. 
The competition al-
lowed different kinds 
of boats and adjust-
ed when each partic-
ipant started based 
on what kind of boat 
they were using. Cole 
was the only woman 
and the youngest 
person in the com-
petition. More than 
half the competi-
tors dropped out of 
the four-month-long 
race so far. Few-
er than 200 people 
have successfully 
sailed around the 
world alone. Think 

about the different 
challenges someone 
would face sailing 
alone for so long, be-
tween physical chal-
lenges of managing 
a boat to mental 
challenges like being 
lonely without peo-
ple to talk to except 
for phone calls and 
video chats. Then, 
write down five ques-
tions you would ask 
Cole about her jour-
ney if you had the 
opportunity to inter-
view her.

3. YOUNGEST 
CHESS WHIZ

A n 8 - y e a r - o l d 
chess player recently 
became the young-
est person to beat a 
grandmaster in clas-
sical chess. Grand-
master is the high-

est title a person can 
achieve in chess and 
there are only about 
2,000 grandmasters 
ever named by the 
world chess orga-
nization. Ashwath 
Kaushik, who is 8 
years and 11 months 
old, beat 37-year-old 
Jacek Stopa in an 
international chess 
competition and be-
came the only per-
son younger than 
9 years old to win 
against a grandmas-
ter – the previous 
record-holder was 5 
months older than 
Ashwath is now. 
Ashwath spends at 
least 2 hours each 
day after school and 
most of his week-
ends practicing 
chess and learning 
from experts. Write 
a summary of this 

story, including at 
least five facts you 
learned.

4. ELECTRIC FISH 
FIND

A scientist who 
was studying a type 
of electric fish called 
the elephantnose 
fish, discovered how 
they use electric-
ity to understand 
the world around 
them. The fish can 
send and receive 
weak electrical sig-
nals in the water. 
The scientist study-
ing them noticed the 
fish would arrange 
themselves in a very 
specific way in their 
tanks, floating in a 
group together. The 
scientist figured out 
that by hanging out 
in a group, the fish 
were creating an 
electrical network in 
the water that was 

bigger than any one 
fish could create by 
itself. This way, the 
group of fish would 
all be able to sense 
changes in the water 
around them, like if 
a predator fish was 
approaching, be-
cause they were all 
touching the same 
electrical network. 
These fish work to-
gether to do more 
than they could do 
on their own. How 
can that idea relate 
to humans? Write 
down an example 
where working to-
gether can lead to 
better results than 
what a person can 
do on their own.

5. LAKE ON THE 
MOVE

Winds in Califor-
nia were so strong 
recently, they actu-
ally moved an en-

tire lake! The 30- to 
50-mile-per-hour 
winds were part of 
a storm that was 
moving across Cal-
ifornia and Nevada. 
Over three days, the 
winds blew across 
California’s Death 
Valley National Park, 
where there’s a tem-
porary lake called 
Lake Manly. The lake 
forms when there’s 
enough rain and this 
February, the lake 
was six miles long, 
three miles wide, 
and one foot deep. 
The wind caused the 
shallow lake to move 
two miles north, but 
by the end of the 
week, it had slow-
ly drifted back to 
its original location. 
Write a summary of 
this story, including 
at least five facts you 
learned.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Island nation
7. Platforms 
13. Project plan
14. French �shing port
16. South Dakota
17. Oakland’s baseball 
team
19. Military policeman
20. Ornamental stone
22. Garland
23. Process that produces 
ammonia
25. Mousses
26. Music notation “dal 
__”
28. Fail to win
29. Peyton’s little brother
30. Not near
31. Some cars still need it
33. Lizard genus
34. An idiot (Brit.)
36. Postponed
38. African country
40. Gazes unpleasantly
41. In a way, traveled
43. Ukraine’s capital
44. Appropriate
 45. Dash
47. Twitch
48. Swiss river
51. Data �le with com-
puter animations
53. City in S. Korea
55. Particular region

56. �ey have eyes and 
noses
58. Tear
59. Large Madagascan 
lemur
60. Not out
61. Ornamental saddle 
covering
64. A driver’s license is 
one
65. Latin term for charity
67. Rechristens
69. Objects from an ear-
lier time
70. Hindu male religious 
teachers
 
CLUES DOWN
1. Used as a weapon
2. Yukon Territory
3. Makes a map of
4. An established cer-
emony prescribed by a 
religion
5. Unnilhexium
6. Merchant
7. Playing the �eld
8. Folk singer DiFranco
9. Something to scratch
10. Mexican agave
11. Equal to one quintil-
lion bytes
12. Session
13. North American 
people

15. Ranches
18. Electroencephalograph
21. A type of compound
24. Avenue
26. High schoolers’ test
27. A type of meal
30. Gradually disap-
peared
32. Ancient Frankish law 
code
35. Popular pickup truck
37. Buzzing insect
38. Deal illegally
39. Lying in the same 
plane
42. Obstruct
43. Related
46. Challenge aggres-
sively
47. Nocturnal hoofed 
animals
49. Bird’s nests
50. Forays
52. __ B. de Mille, �lm-
maker
 54. Title of respect
 55. One-time name of 
Vietnam
 57. Self-immolation by 
�re ritual
 59. Private school in 
New York
 62. Political action com-
mittee
 63. A way to fashion
 66. Email reply
 68. “�e Great Lake 
State”

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Please Recycle

Leave 
Nothing But 

Your Footprints

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured 850-933-8505

Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

 Small Engine Repair  Automotive Repairs
 Tire Sales  Service  Carport  Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
211 Crawfordville Hwy. 2 27

FOR SALE

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, D eli Cook s & Serv ers. 

P ositions starting at $ 1 4 . Hr.
ROCK Y’ S –  M ED ART

(850)926-4353

If  y ou would lik e to learn more 
about Rev erse M ortgages
Call 850- 556- 6694  OR v is-

it www.LearnAboutRev erse.com
Or email LearnAboutRev erse@
gmail.com  f or more inf ormation

D og P en 8 x  8 f encing and parts 
av ailable f or pick  up to whomev -

er can come haul it away
Its been disassembled and 

ready  f or a pick  up. Haul it f or 
scrap metal to sell or use as dog 

pen as intended
Call 850- 556- 6694  if  y ou are 

interested Or email 
HomeEq uity ATM @ gmail.com

Ex perienced Indiv idual to assist 
me with my  established lawn 

business. P art time w eek day s. 
Call Gene 850-251-9122

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HAND YM AN & P RESSU RE 
W ASHING SERVICES

Crawf ordv ille & surrounding areas
850- 694 - 4 83 2

SERVICES

REVERSE MORTGAGES

RENTALS

FICTITIOUS NAME

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work  on Shoes and tack

Also –  Custom P roducts

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advice Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

SERVICES

Payne’s PAINTING
339-4155
Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.

References available. We look forward to serving you.

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing

Edging - Trimming 
Sidewalk/Driveways 

Pressurewashing
Landscaping

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Albert, Jr. & April 
Simpson, are desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

LIMITLESS MINISTRY
Located at 30 Connie Drive, Crawfordville, FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on March 14, 2024

Harvey & Sons 
Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil
Land Clearing

Debris Removal 

Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience

Culverts & Driveways 
Rock & 

Road Base
Ponds
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13th 
Annual

APRIL 6TH AT 3Y RANCH
LIMITED TICKETS
MUSIC BY 
SALT ROCK

5:30 - 10PM

Contact Heather for tickets
info@wakullacountychamber.com

850-926-1848

 TI
TLE SPONSOR

PREMIER SPONSORS:Barn’sSpirits
Fine Wine & Liquor

Barn’sLiquor
PREMIER SPONSORS:

ADDITIONAL TABLES!

Locally Owned & Operated

MEET OUR 
LOCAL DOH  
HEALTH PROVIDERS & 
��� SERVICES THEY PROVIDE

• How long has the program been in 
place and how long have you been 
involved? 

• Program Description:

The Florida Department of Health (DOH) 
was established by the Florida Legislature 
in 1996, however public health has its 
roots in Florida dating back to 1888 with 
the creation of the Florida State Board of 
Health.

In 2007, the �irst-ever State Surgeon Gen-
eral was established to spearhead the ef-
forts of DOH, thereby designating a health 
of�icer to oversee all matters of public 
health. The Surgeon General’s role is to 
be the state’s leading advocate for well-
ness and disease prevention. The State 
Surgeon General, who serves as the State 
Health Of�icer and is directly appointed by 
Florida’s Governor and con�irmed by the 
Florida Senate. DOH has four deputy sec-
retaries that oversee all of its business and 
programmatic operations.

DOH comprises a state health of�ice (cen-
tral of�ice) in Tallahassee, with statewide 
responsibilities; Florida’s 67 county health 
departments (CHD); 8 Children’s Medical 
Services (CMS) area of�ices; 12 Medical 

Quality Assurance (MQA) regional of�ices; 
9 Disability Determinations regional of�ic-
es; and 3 public health laboratories.

Facilities for the 67 CHDs are provided 
through partnerships with local county 
governments. These county health depart-
ments have a total of 255 sites throughout 
the state, providing a variety of services, 
and ranging from small to large in location 
size. 

The Florida Department of Health in 
Wakulla A.K.A. Wakulla County Health 
Department was established in the ear-
ly 90’s.  We have continued to increase 
public health programs at the local lev-
el in Environmental Health, Community 
Health, Women Health, Epidemiology, 
Dental Care, Women, Infants and Children, 
Healthy Start and many more. 

As the Health Of�icer of Florida Depart-
ment of Health , I feel it is important to 
meet people where they are in our com-
munity and to work in partnership with 
every agency and community member to 
make a better Wakulla County. 

• Personal Bio.

Mrs. Hobby has served with the Flori-
da Department of Health since 2000 and 
assumed her current role as the Admin-
istrator for Florida Department of Health 
in Wakulla and Taylor Counties in 2021. 
Prior to her most recent position as Ad-
ministrator, Tonya served as Assistant 
Administrator from 2014 -2021.  In the 
21 years of service with the Department 
of Health, Tonya has held several other 
positions including a Community Health 
Manager, as well as a Tobacco Prevention 
Specialist with Tobacco Prevention and 
a Family Support Worker with Healthy 
Families and Healthy Start.  

She currently serves on the Wakulla Ex-
tension Board of Directors, Healthy Start 
Board of Directors, Wakulla Transporta-
tion Disadvantage Board and Big Bend 
AHEC Board Directors. She is an active 
member of Wakulla County Communi-
ty Task Force, Wakulla Domestic Abuse 
Task Force, Keep Wakulla Beautiful, and 
Shared Services.  She served as past Pres-
ident, Vice President and Treasurer of the 
Wakulla County Coalition for Youth and 
continues to be an active member.

Mrs. Hobby received her undergraduate 
degree from Liberty University in Psy-
chology and a Master of Arts in Human 
Services Counseling in Addiction and Re-

covery in 2016.  In 2018, Tonya was cho-
sen to be a participant of and successfully 
graduated from the Public Health Leader-
ship program offered through the Univer-
sity of South Florida in 2019.

She strives to articulate the vision and 
mission of the Florida Department of 
Health to employees and community 
members.   Her goals for the institution 
are to lead the way to healthier counties 
in which she serves, to create a climate 
that encourages and promotes employ-
ee excellence, and to address the public 
health needs of the community stake-
holders through strategic planning.  Her 
professional philosophy is to meet peo-
ple where they are in the workplace and 
the community. She makes it her duty 
as an Administrator to lead by example 
as well as to provide staff with the tools 
and training to represent the FDOH in a 
positive and professional manner in the 
community.

(850) 926-0400
48 Oak St, Crawfordville, FL 32327

www. https://wakulla.fl oridahealth.gov/

TONYA HOBBY

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news. www.TheWakullaSun.com
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 THANK You to Our

SPONSORS

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

(850) 926-7487
G UARD ~ P LAN ~ I NVEST

  Crawfordville

 HOME 
CENTER

Heating & Air

Engineering & 
Construction
Engineering & 
Construction

Shepard Accounting
& Tax Service

M&L
Plumbing, Inc.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

CFC 1429327

WAKULLA TITLE CO. INC.
P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 • (850) 926-3934 • FAX (850) 926-1852

St. Patrick’s Day FestivalSt. Patrick’s Day FestivalParadeParade
and

LOTS OF FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT 
AND VENDORS GALORE!
FOOD, ART, CRAFTS, CIVIC & INFORMATIONAL BOOTHS

Grand Marshal
Senator Corey Simon

Sponsored by 
the Crawfordville Lions Club Hudson Park, Crawfordville

Drawings throughout the dayDrawings throughout the day

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County 
Tax Collector

SAT. MARCH 16 2024

MORNING ACTIVITIES
9:30 am .Parade Line-up
10 am ....PARADE 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
11:00-Wakulla Wigglers, 11:30-Tiger Rock, 
12:00-12:45-Wakulla School of Music, 
12:45-1:30-Ms Compton

and Accessories

See any 
Lions Club 
member 

for tickets

Locally Owned & Operated

21st
Annual

21st
Annual

S O U T H E A S T E R N

Post 114

CAMDEN

SCHOOL BOARD
DISTRICT 4

FOR

SMIT
Pd. Pol. Adv. Crawfordville Lions Club
PO Box 1543, Crawfordville, FL 32326 




