
By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

“Read like a hero,” a 
literacy program started 
by Edward Clark, paid a 
visit to Happy Time day-
care last week, teaching 
kids to read with the 
help of iconic superhe-
roes.

The program, which 
Clark started in 2020, 
focuses on helping pre-
school children get more 
engaged and enthusi-
astic about reading, by 
bringing the characters 
in some of their favorite 
books to life. In addition 
to reading stories aloud, 
Clark also does things 
like sight word review, 
phonics flashcards, and 
letter identification, to 
help kids to read on their 
own. Other than going to 
daycares such as Happy 
Time, which he does 
monthly, he also con-

sistently pays visits to 
Tallahassee First Steps 
Prep.

Clark is a South Flor-
ida native, who grew 
up in Pompano Beach, 
and attended MarjoryS-

toneman Douglas High 
School, graduating in 
2002. From there, he 
attended undergraduate 
at Talladega College, 
graduating in 2007 with 
a Bachelor’s in sociology.

After graduating, he 
started a career in Law 
enforcement with the 
Talladega Sheriff’s of-
fice, before becoming a 
federal law enforcement 

Read Like A Hero Senior center 
lawsuit settles

State Sen. Corey Simon came down from Tallahassee 
to serve as grand marshal of the Lions Club’s 21st an-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival. � e senator 

was, appropriately, tossing out small FSU footballs to 
the crowd. More photos of the festivities on Page 13. 

(Photo by Gerald Brown)
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Three former employees, released 
when .H. arter was fi red, reach 
settlement with insurance company

Edward Clark dresses like a superhero and reads to kids

raw ord ille plant nursery named one o   ompanies to atch
Su nBl est ’ s spri ng 

O pen H ou se i s 
Sa t u rda y  &  Su nd a y  
f rom  9 a .m . t o 3 p . m .  

The pl a nt  nu rsery  
i s  l oc a t ed a t  874 
C om m erc e Bl vd.

Staff Report

SunBlest Nurseries 
in Crawfordville was re-
cently honoroed as one 
of 50 companies select-
ed as the 13th Annual 
GrowFL Florida Compa-
nies to Watch Honorees. 

The awards program, 
now in its 13th year,  
honors impressive sec-
ond-stage companies 
from throughout the 
state for developing 
valuable products and 
services, creating quality 
jobs, enriching commu-
nities, and broadening 
new industries through-
out Florida.

In February, this hon-
or was celebrated in Or-
lando at the HardRock 
Cafe and SunBlest CEO 
Caleb Van Wingerden 
accepted his award. 

The 13th Annual 
GrowFL Florida Com-
panies to Watch awards 
celebration is brought 

to you by Duke Energy 
and Nperspective CFO 
& Strategic Services, in 
association with the Ed-
ward Lowe Foundation.

“GrowFL Florida Com-
panies to Watch was 
designed to celebrate the 
spirit of entrepreneur-
ship and to shine a spot-

light on the deserving 
second-stage businesses 
in our state,” said Jen-
nifer Taylor, president 
and CEO of GrowFL. 
“Second-stage compa-
nies are the lifeblood of 
our economy, creating 
jobs and fueling prosper-
ity. This diverse group, 
spanning 20 different 
counties, representing 
18 industries, and with 
32% of them being wom-
an, veteran, or minori-
ty-owned, proves Florida 
is a place where entre-
preneurs can thrive. 
We look forward to cele-
brating their success for 
years to come.”

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Three former employees of the Wakulla Senior 
Citizens Center who claimed they were wrongfully 
terminated back in 2020 after R.H. Carter was 
fired as executive director of the center reached a 
settlement agreement, court records show.

Court records indicate the three former employ-
ees – Sheryl Smythe, Alissa Anthony and Trina 
Thomas – were in mediation and filed a notice that 
a resolution had been reached. The case had been 
set to go to trial in August.

The settlement was apparently reached with 
the center’s insurance company. Members of the 
current center’s board of directors were unaware 
of the settlement when contacted by The Sun.

Terms of the settlement agreement were not 
released.

 The three employees were fired or quit back in 
2020 after then-director R.H. Carter was termi-
nated by the board for insubordination.

Smythe, who was director of business affairs 
for the center, claimed status as a whistleblower 
for reporting “unlawful employment activities” and 
claimed she was subject to retaliation. The lawsuit 
claimed that Smythe alleged age and disability dis-
crimination and retaliation against Carter – who 
was 79 at the time and, according to the lawsuit, 
had cancer.

Carter died in December 2022.
Trina Thomas was administrative assistant 

for Carter and resigned shortly after Carter was 
fired. In the lawsuit, she also claimed status as 
a whistleblower for reporting age and disability 
discrimination against Carter. “After Mr. Carter 
was fired,” the lawsuit states, Thomas “was con-
structively discharged thereafter as no reasonable 
person would have remained in the employment of 
this employer under these circumstances.”

The lawsuit also notes that Thomas was served 
with a no trespass order on July 10 because she 
was no longer employed there. 

It doesn’t note that surveillance video recorded 
the employees returning to the center near mid-
night ostensibly to retrieve personal items. Since 
they were let in by a then-employee with a key, the 
state attorney’s office refused to prosecute them 
for any sort of burglary charge.

Alissa Anthony was also an administrative 
assistant at the center and claimed she was 
subject to retaliation for reporting the alleged 
discrimination against Carter. She resigned July 
6, after the firing, claiming “no reasonable person 
would have remained in the employment of this 
employer under these circumstances,” according 
to the lawsuit.

Issues between Carter and the board of direc-
tors as it was constituted in 2020 began with 
a couple of board members expressing concern 
about the lack of an annual audit of the non-prof-
it’s finances.

In June 2020, the board tried to work out a 
transition plan with Carter, seeking to have him 
work with and train a new director who would take 
over in 2021. Carter bristled at that, and went to 
the newspaper claiming the board was trying to 
force him out and had effectively fired him. He 
had a public notice run in June that included 
qualifications for the executive director position.

Board members at that time said that hadn’t 
been what they wanted – they were seeking a 
transition and succession for a new director and 
a celebration of Carter’s time at the center.

A statement released by then-Board of Direc-
tors Jackie Lawhon praised Carter and called him 
“a living legend” in Wakulla both because of his 
service to the senior center as well as Wakulla 
County Schools.

But the following week, on July 2, relations 
between the board and Carter had disintegrated 
to the point that the board called an emergency 
meeting at the old courthouse and Carter was 
fired.

Boardmember Denise Colangelo was named 
as interim director. She reportedly fired Smythe 
at the senior center later that day at a meeting 
with staff.

Al Pasini was later hired as director of the cen-
ter and set about trying to untangle the center’s 
finances.

Since then, the board of mostly new members 
has straightened the center’s finances and had 
regular annual audits. This past year, Lara Ed-
wards was hired as executive director of the center.   

AM
Thunderstorms

SunBlest CEO Caleb Van Wingerden with award

Edward Clark dressed as Spider-Man reading to children at Happy Time on � ursday.

GrowFL honors SunBlest

See Page 3See Page 3
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Car donated to 
WHS program
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Zephyr lily
By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, and 

SANDY TEDDER
 

In late winter, after a rain, you might spot 
a swath of stunning Zephyr lilies (Zephyran-
thes atamasca) along a low roadside. Also 
called rain lilies, the solitary white flowers 
(sometimes tinged with pink) are about a 
foot high. The funnel-shaped flowers with 
bright yellow stamens attract pollinators. 
After flowering, these perennial bulbs quick-
ly go dormant. Individual bulbs are short-
lived, but colonies can persist for years.

Occurring naturally in moist flatwoods, 
wet meadows, and floodplains, Zephyr lilies 
grow in full sun to part shade in rich, moist 
soil. Also called Atamasco lilies, they can be 
purchased from native nurseries. Never dig 
bulbs from the wild as the species is threat-
ened in Florida. A couple of these lovely na-
tive lilies are blooming now near the pond 
edge at Sopchoppy Depot Park. 

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA STATE PARKS 
SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE
 RELEASED: OCTOBER 2021

The revenue collected annually 
from the sale of the Florida State Parks specialty license plate will 

be distributed to the Florida State Parks Foundation, a Florida 
nonpro it  for t eir efforts to preserve  protect  sustain  and grow 

Florida state parks.
loridians interested in purc asing one of t e many specialty 

license plates offered in lorida are encouraged to visit t eir local 
ta  collector or license plate agency. A complete list of lorida s 

specialty license plates can be found on t e department s website.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 

of

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Bristol Beam – 7th grader at Riversprings Middle
Student of the Week

Principal: Josh Sandgren

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: 
Bristol Beam is a 7th grader at Riversprings Mid-
dle School. Bristol is an active member of RMS 
and an avid sports player. She is a lady bear Soc-
cer player, and she is the starting pitcher for the 
Bear’s So� ball team. She also plays on the North 
Florida Glory Organization travel so� ball team.  
In her free-time, Bristol enjoys going to so� ball 
and � shing tournaments. Bristol is a hard-work-
ing student keeping up her grades. Bristol’s favor-
ite part about being at RMS is playing sports and 
the teachers and administration. RMS is a better 
school because of students like Bristol! Go Bears!

ST U D EN T  O F  T H E W EEK  F EAT U R ES A 
D I F F ER EN T  SC H O O L EAC H  W EEK .  

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

Located at 550 Wakulla Park Dr, Crawfordville FL 32327
The Lodge at Wakulla Springs 

A JOY-FILLED J ELEDJO DD
THURSDAY, MARCH 21 2024

O L
EASTER

Meet The Easter Bunny,
Decorate a Cookie and
Enjoy an Easter Craft

@JOYFilledJourneysCorp

Event takes place from 6pm-8pm 
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Special to The Sun

Wakulla County Health Department is hosting an 
informative meeting regarding the Wakulla Springs 
Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP) changes 
coming to Wakulla County. 

The meeting will be held Friday, March 22, from 
1 to 3 p.m. in the health department conference 
room with Bill Gibson, environmental manager over 
Wakulla, Jefferson, Taylor, and Madison counties 
will be hosting the meeting.

Meeting Highlights are as follows:
• The state Department of Environmental Protec-

tion setting an effective date for requiring all repairs 
and modification permits to be nitrogen-reducing 
septic systems. This would only effect properties 
located within the Priority Focus Area of Wakulla’s 
BMAP. 

• All lots, regardless of size, would be required to 
upgrade when applying for repair or modification 
permits. They set a tentative date of April 1, 2024, 
to start enforcing the new requirements. 

• Wakulla County is getting more grant money to 
assist homeowners who are upgrading their existing 
OSTDS to a nitrogen -reducing system, but that 
money is not available currently, it should be soon.

DOH-Wakulla is located at 48 Oak Street, Craw-
fordville, FL 32327.

 If you have any questions or concerns, please 
reach out to our office.

Wakulla High sta� wear green to promote positivity and mental health.

Kraft Nissan donates car to WHS automotive program
Kra� Nissan recently made a generous 
donation to the Wakulla High School 
Automotive program by providing an 
EV car for students to work on and learn 
from. �is donation will allow students 
to gain hands-on experience with cut-
ting-edge technology in the automotive 
industry.
�e Kra� Nissan car will give students 
the opportunity to learn about the inner 
workings of newer technology vehicles 
capabilities, as well as the importance of 

sustainable transportation. �is hands-
on experience will not only prepare 
students for careers in the automotive 
industry, but also help them understand 
the importance of environmental sus-
tainability.
“We are thrilled to have the support of 
Kra� Nissan in providing this car for 
our students to work on,” said the auto-
motive program teacher. “�is donation 
will allow our students to gain valuable 
experience with the latest technology in 

the industry, and we are grateful for the 
opportunity to expand our curriculum.”
Kra� Nissan’s donation is a testament 
to their commitment to education and 
the community. By providing this car to 
the Wakulla High School Automotive 
program, they are helping to prepare 
the next generation of automotive pro-
fessionals with the skills and knowledge 
they need to succeed in a rapidly evolv-
ing industry. (Provided by Sally Wheel-
er)

By VICTORIA POPE
Wakulla Schools

 
Wakulla High School 

is thrilled to share the 
highlights of its success-
ful participation with 
Florida Department of 
Education’s Celebrate 
Literacy Week in con-
junction with the Pan-
handle Area Education 
Consort ium’s  STAR 
(Soaring to Achieve Re-
siliency) Week. From 
January 22-26.

WHS was buzzing 
with activities aimed at 
promoting literacy and 
resilience among our 
students. This week-
long event, dedicated to 
celebrating literacy and 
fostering resilience, was 
a resounding success, 
highlighting the dedi-
cation of our students 
and staff to personal 
growth and academic 
excellence.

On Monday, students 
took part in a DEAR 
(Drop Everything and 
Read) session. They 
watched a book talk 
video created by our Me-
dia Specialist, Ms. Pope, 
who shared the graphic 
novel Vern, Custodian 
of the Universe by Tyrell 
Waiters. Additionally, 
the Junior Optimists 
(JOI) launched a per-
sonal hygiene collection 
campaign for the Wakul-
la High School Angel 
Closet.

Tuesday was dedicat-
ed to promoting positive 
relationships. Volun-
teer students from JOI, 
SOAR, and NHS visited 
all Wakulla County ele-
mentary schools to read 
to younger students. 
This initiative aimed to 
foster a love for reading 
and encourage empa-
thy among all Wakulla 
County students.

On Wednesday, the 
school community came 
together to promote posi-
tivity and mental health. 
Students, faculty, and 
staff were encouraged 
to wear GREEN shirts 
or hoodies with positive, 
school-appropriate mes-
sages. This created an 
atmosphere of encour-
agement and support 
throughout the day.

Thursday was an ex-
citing day as Ms. Pope 
hosted Graphic Artist 
and Author Tyrell Wait-
ers via a Zoom Author’s 
visit. Mr. Waiters, the 
author of Vern, Custo-
dian of the Universe, 
and a Florida native, 
engaged with about one 
hundred students in a 
Q&A style session. Stu-
dents gained valuable 
encouragement and in-
sights into writing and 
illustrating graphic nov-
els. Freshman Hunter 
Rentz, a budding artist 
writing his own graph-
ic novel, was particu-
larly thrilled to speak 
to a published author 
and gain insider details 
about the creative and 
publishing process.

Friday marked the 
last day to donate per-
sonal hygiene items for 
the collection campaign. 
JOI would like to ex-
tend their gratitude to 
all members of the War 
Eagle community who 
contributed generously 
and supported our mis-
sion of making a positive 
impact on campus.

Wakulla High School’s 
STAR Literacy Week 
2024 was a resounding 
success. By celebrating 
literacy and resiliency, 
our students and staff 

proved their dedication 
to personal growth and 
academic excellence. We 
would like to express 
our gratitude to Mrs. 
Paterson, the Junior 
Optimists, Ms. Pope, 
and Author Tyrell Wait-
ers for their invaluable 
contributions in mak-
ing this week memora-
ble. Together, we have 
shown that literacy and 
resilience are the cor-
nerstones of success.

Go War Eagles

PUBLIC N OTICES: 
F or our readers’  convenience, T he W ak ulla 
S un provides this P ublic N otice S ection for 
all P ublic N otices not published in the L egal 

N otice section of the new spaper.

FOLLOW 
THE SUN.Leave Nothing 

But Your Footprints

Meeting on changes to 
BMAP set for March 22

Wakulla High celebrates literacy, resiliency

aD V ertisemeN t tO  B iD

W aK U L L a C O U N tY ,  FL O riD a

M arch 14, 21, 28, 2024

Public Announcement Requesting Bids from Pre-Qualified 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t o r s .
Bids are requested from pre-qualified general contractors 
b y  H 2 en g i n e e r i n g ,  in c .  o n  b e h a l f  o f  W a k u l l a  C o u n t y  
sc h o o l s .

H2E  PR O JE CT N o.: 23- 14 5
WCS  B ID N O .: 23/ 24 - 0 2
PR O JE CT N AME : R ive rsprings Middle S chool AHU  
R eplacem ent
B iD  D ate:  th u r s d a y ,  ap r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 2 4
time:  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .

G E N E R AL IN FO R MATIO N :
1. S cope: O ne for one replacem ent of 2 DX  split syst em  air 

handling u nits and associated condensing u nits with new 
owner fu rnished contractor installed dx split syst em  air 
handling u nits and condensing u nits. O ne syst em  serve s 
the Adm in area and one syst em  serve s a classroom  
wing. N ew 6’  tall chain link fence will hou se the new 
condensing units. Controls modification as required for 
new units. Minimal electrical work will be required for the 
one for one replacem ent of the u nits. Code m inim u m  
commissioning will be required.

2. The entity responsible for all aspects of proj ect 
m anagem ent:

H2E ngineering, Inc.
114  E ast 5th Ave nu e

Tallahassee, Florida 3230 3
Phone: ( 850 )  224 - 7 922

Fax:  ( 850 )  224 - 587 6
3. B ids will only be accepted from  G eneral Contractors pre-

qualified for this project.
4 . al l  q u e s t i o n s  o r  r e q u e s t s  f o r  w r i t t e n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o r  c o r r e c t i o n  mU st b e  i n  w r i t i n g  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  
W e d n e s d a y ,  ap r i l  1 0 ,  2 0 2 4 .  Direct all inquiries to the 
H2E ngineering Proj ect Manager: Mark Poindext er, PE . 
E m ail: m poindext er@ h2engineering.com

5. S ealed bids m u st be receive d at the Waku lla Cou nty 
S chool B oard adm inistration bu ilding, 69 Arran R oad, 
Crawfordvi lle, Florida 32327 , n o  l a t e r  t h a n  1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  
l o c a l  t i m e ,  o n  th u r s d a y ,  ap r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 2 4 .  B ids m u st be 
clearly m arke d with proj ect nam e, proj ect nu m ber and 
bid nu m ber on the ou tside enve lope. S u bm ittals receive d 
after deadline will not be considered.

6. B ids m u st be su bm itted in fu ll accordance with the 
requirements of the drawings, specifications, bidding 
conditions and contractu al conditions, which m ay be 
obtained by contacting the H2E ngineering proj ect 
m anager.

7 . Drawings are ava ilable in digital form at or can be printed 
at S em inole B lu eprint.

In the eve nt the Contract is awarded to the B idder, B idder shall, 
within eight ( 8)  O wner bu siness days after the award by the 
Owner of the Contract shall furnish the required Performance 
and Paym ent B onds;  failing to do su ch, B idder shall forfeit their 
bid guarantee as liquidated damages.  The Performance and 
Paym ent B onds shall be secu red from  any agency of a su rety 
or insu rance com pany , which agency shall have  an established 
place of bu siness in the S tate of Florida and be du ly licensed to 
condu ct bu siness there.
The O wner reserve s the right to waive  irregu larities and/ or 
inform alities in any B id and to rej ect any or all B ids in whole 
or part, with or withou t cau se, and/ or accept the B id that in its 
j u dgm ent will be for the best interest of the S chool B oard of 
Waku lla Cou nty , Florida.

THE  S CHO O L B O AR D O F WAK U LLA CO U N TY , FLO R IDA
69 AR R AN  R O AD CR AWFO R DV ILLE , FLO R IDA 32327
R O B E R T PE AR CE ,
S U PE R IN TE N DE N T

Are Y ou Interested in Serving 
as a M ember on the 

W akulla County Program for 
Public Information?

W akul la County is currently seeki ng three ( 3)  citiz ens 
w ho have a w illingness to serve as a member on the P ro-
gram for P ublic I nformation. 

W ith the assistance of the F lorida D epartment of E mer-
gency M anagement and S ilver J acke ts, W akul la County is 
participating in the development of a M ulti- J urisdictional 
P rogram for P ublic I nformation in collaboration w ith the 
City of S t. M arks , City of T allahassee, and L eon County . 
T he objective of this committee is to develop public out-
reach materials and create awareness of  ood ha ards and 
related topics w ithin our communities. A dditionally , the de-
velopment and implementation of this program w ill afford 
the County w ith additional CR S  credits aiding to improve 
the County’ s CR S  rating. T his in turn reduces the overall 
cost of  ood insurance to indi iduals in our communit  

I n addition to County staff, at least half of the member-
ship of this committee shall be made up of stake holders in 
the County . E ligible members may include:  residents of the 
 oodplain, emergenc disaster responders e g  ed Cross, 

S alvation A rmy) , utility companies, Chamber of Com-
merce or business organiz ation, trade associations of build-
ers or contractors, environmental organiz ations, insurance 
agencies, or major employe rs.  

T hese positions are on a volunteer basis only . T he meeting 
freque ncy for the P rogram for P ublic I nformation is esti-
mated to be tw o ( 2)  meetings per ye ar. Citiz ens w ishing to 
serve as a member should submit a cover letter expl aining 
their interest in serving and provide a resume or other state-
ment of relevant expe rience, w hich includes the person’ s 
name, address, telephone number, and email address, no 
later than M onday , A pril 22, 2024.  P lease email your  in-
formation to A shley R ow land- Y ost at ayos t@ myw akul la.
com or by f ax t o 850- 926- 1528.

M arch 21, 2024
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By RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE —Closing the book 
on a legal fight that drew national 
attention, the state and attorneys for 
a group of parents, educators and 
students reached a settlement in a 
battle over a 2022 law that restricts 
instruction about gender identity 
and sexual orientation in schools.

The settlement, which came af-
ter months of talks, seeks to draw 
a distinction between preventing 
“classroom instruction” about gen-
der identity and sexual orientation 
and other school contexts in which 
the subjects might come up.

Both sides agreeing to the settle-
ment essentially claimed the devel-
opment as victories, with Gov. Ron 
DeSantis’ office calling it a “major 
win” and LGBTQ-advocacy group 
Equality Florida describing it as 
“historic.”

The dispute has revolved around 
the controversial law that supporters 
formally named the “Parental Rights 
in Education” law but opponents 
labeled the “don’t say gay” measure.

The initial law passed in 2022 
prevented instruction on gender 
identity and sexual orientation in 
kindergarten through third grade 
and required that such instruction 
be “age-appropriate … in accordance 
with state academic standards” in 
older grades.

The Republican-controlled Leg-
islature and DeSantis went further 
last year by approving a bill to broad-
en the prohibition to pre-kindergar-
ten through eighth grade.

The eight-page settlement quoted 
documents filed earlier in the case, 
including one that said typical “class 
participation and schoolwork are not 
‘instruction,’ even if a student choos-
es to address sexual orientation or 
gender identity.”

The agreement also said the state 
would advise that a legal recital 
addressing many key issues “sets 
forth considered positions the state 
of Florida has taken in court about 
the scope and meaning of the stat-
ute and shall encourage the school 
districts to send a copy of this agree-
ment to the principals of the schools 
within their respective districts.”

The plaintiffs agreed to drop the 
case, contingent on the state Depart-
ment of Education providing copies 
of the settlement and the recitals 
to each school board in the state, 
according to the document.

In announcing the settlement 
Monday, DeSantis’ office called it 
a “major win against the activists 
who sought to stop Florida’s efforts 
to keep radical gender and sexual 
ideology out of the classrooms of 
public-school children in kinder-
garten through third grade (5- to 
9-year-olds).”

Meanwhile, Equality Florida also 
touted the settlement.

“This agreement successfully dis-
mantles the most harmful impacts of 
the law, ensuring it cannot be wield-
ed as a tool of discrimination against 
LGBTQ+ students, educators, and 
families,” Equality Florida said in a 
news release.

IMMIGRATION BILLS SIGNED

DeSantis on Friday continued 
signing some of the first wave of mea-
sures from the 2024 legislative ses-
sion that have arrived on his desk, 
visiting the Polk County sheriff’s 
office and speaking behind a placard 
that read “stop illegal immigration.”

The governor put ink on three 
immigration-related bills that seek 
to crack down on the use of what 
are known as “community” identi-
fication cards, strengthen criminal 
penalties for people who previous-

ly have been deported and stiffen 
punishments for repeatedly driving 
without licenses.

Community ID cards, which typ-
ically are issued by non-profit orga-
nizations or other non-governmental 
groups, cannot be used for purposes 
such as driving or voting but are 
intended to serve as an alternative 
form of identification.

The measure targeting such iden-
tifications (HB 1451) will prevent 
counties and municipalities from ac-
cepting community IDs if the cards 
were issued by groups that have 
provided such identification to peo-
ple who are in the country illegally.

The bill builds on a measure ap-
proved last year that prohibited local 
governments from providing money 
for issuing identification cards to 
undocumented immigrants.

DeSantis referred to the cards as 
“rogue identifications.” But during 
legislative debate about the bill last 
week, Democrats defended their 
use as an essential tool connecting 
vulnerable Floridians to needed re-
sources.

During the appearance Friday in 
Polk County, DeSantis also signed 
a bill (SB 1036) that will increase 
criminal penalties for immigrants 
who are arrested for felonies after il-
legally re-entering the U.S. following 
deportation for earlier crimes. Also, 
he signed a measure (HB 1589) that 
will increase penalties for driving 
without a valid license more than 
once.

“In the state of Florida, if you 
have been deported and you come to 
this state, and enter our state and 
you’re here illegally, and you commit 
crimes, we are throwing the book at 
you,” DeSantis said about the bill 
dealing with previously deported 
people.

FRESH INK

While it shouldn’t come as a 
surprise, DeSantis on Friday also 
confirmed that he intends to put his 
John Hancock on the Legislature’s 
final product of a measure that seeks 
to keep young people off of social 
media.

“We really want our kids to not 
just be wedded to a handful of social 
media apps,” DeSantis said during 
the Polk County appearance. “I don’t 
think, ultimately, that’s something 
that is going to be healthy for our 
society as our kids grow up.”

After vetoing an earlier version, 
the governor made clear he will sign 
the bill (HB 3) that would prevent 
children under age 16 from opening 
social-media accounts. The revamped 
version of the bill, however, would 
allow parents to give consent for 14- 
and 15-year-olds to have accounts. 
Children under 14 could not open 
accounts.

“I think that that’s a good balance 
there that’s being struck,” said De-
Santis.

STORY OF THE WEEK: The state 
and attorneys for students, parents 
and teachers have settled a battle 
about a 2022 Florida law that re-
stricts instruction about gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation in schools.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “To begin 
with, this legislation is completely 
unnecessary. In Florida or any other 
state, killing any animal in a legit-
imate act of self-defense is already 
permissible under common law.” — 
The South Florida Wildlands Associa-
tion, urging members to ask Gov. Ron 
DeSantis to veto a measure (HB 87) 
that would allow people to kill bears 
when they believe it is necessary to 
avoid a threat of death or serious 
injury.

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301
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AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

� ursday, March 21

•  Joy-Filled Easter, an event for the spe-
cial needs community in Wakulla, will 
be held from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Wakulla 
Springs Lodge.
• Th e third Windows 10 training class 
will be held at the Wakulla County Pub-
lic Library from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere are 
concessions and raffl  es.
• Gentle Yoga at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga at 
6 p.m. with Zoe every Th ursday. Classes 
are $12, at New Posh on 3079 Craw-
fordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Th ursday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, March 22

• Wakulla County Health Department is 
hosting a meeting regarding the Wakulla 
Springs Basin Management Action Plan 
(BMAP) changes coming to Wakulla 
County from 1 to 3 p.m. in the health 
department conference room.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 8 p.m. every Friday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, March 23

• SunBlest’s spring Open House is from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Th e plant nursery is  
located at 874 Commerce Blvd. 
• Small Business Saturday of Wakulla 
will be in Hudson Park from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., with an Easter Egg Hunt from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.
• St. Marks hosts a community market 
every fourth Saturday of the month at 
815 Leon Port Drive from 9 a.m. until 1 

p.m.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver Support Group 
will meet at the Public Library at 10 a.m.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Sunday, March 24

• SunBlest’s spring Open House is from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Th e plant nursery is  
located at 874 Commerce Blvd. 

Monday, March 25

• Th e American Legion Post 114 will be 
meeting at the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 
9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, March 26

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held 
every week at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 
9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, March 27

• A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. 
at the Wakulla Senior Center every 
Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at the 
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, every 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Commu-
nity Center. Bring a mat. Come early to 
sign in. Chair Yoga participants wel-
come. $2 per class.

Calendar of events for the week of March 21
On the Horizon 

Weekly Roundup: Everybody’s a winner
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Wakulla Station News

Buckhorn News

By VERNA BROCK

What a marvelous Saturday we 
had for the Woodville Founders Day 
Festival. After two years of Covid re-
strictions, and two years of abysmal 
weather, this past Saturday was per-
fection itself.

After a week of uncertainty and 
drama, due to the repaving of the 
parking lot at the park, the day 
dawned shrouded in fog. By 9 a.m., 
as the event opened to the public, all 
that was left of the fog was dew upon 
the grass. Vendors had their tents 
pitched, and historical presenters 
were ready to share their knowledge. 
Blue skies and (very) warm tempera-
tures prevailed throughout the day, 
allowing for a successful Festival.

Many thanks to Family Funeral 
Home, for once again providing can-
opy tents to offer shelter from the el-
ements. Whether rain, or shine, the 
tents always give comfort to grate-
ful performers and presenters. The 
Colored Troops and Southern Fire  
Drummers and Dancers put them to 

good use. 
Thanks also to Finley’s Brigade, 

which has never missed a single 
Founders Day, as well as the ever 
faithful Theatre With A Mission per-
formers. Both groups gave us great 
entertainment and education.

TWAM, based at Mission San Luis, 
performed the 15th Century one-act 
play, “El Muerte.” The comedy tells 
the story of El Capitan, his beautiful 
younger sister, and her suitor who 
doesn’t quite measure up to the Cap-
tain’s high standards. Many hijinks 
ensue, culminating in a happy ending 
for all.

Gratitude to Jack Cowart of Bain-
bridge, who shared his 1/2 scale mod-
el of the Confederate Hunley Subma-
rine used during the Civil War. It is a 
very impressive achievement.

Mike “Murph” Murphy, blacksmith 
extraordinaire, practiced his craft and 
shared stories of “the iron life” with 
visitors to his tent. I was lucky enough 
to score a traditional triangle “dinner 
bell” for my kitchen porch! Ms. Judith 
Stricklin, who is a fixture at Pioneer 

Days at the Tallahassee Museum, set 
up in the shade and showed children 
of all ages the magic of turning cream 
into sweet butter. Her display of but-
ter churns down through the ages was 
fascinating.

To all the creative, hardworking 
vendors and cooks, you made our day! 
Without your participation, it just 
wouldn’t be the same. When all was 
said and done, the WVFD made over 
$1,600 to help purchase equipment 
and gear to better protect our commu-
nity, and our dragon slayers.

A special word of thanks to Leon 
County Commissioner Chris Caban. 
The assistance he and his office gave 
the Woodville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was invaluable to the success of 
our event. Not to mention having him 
man a booth to meet and greet with 
his Woodville constituents. Too often, 
Woodville seems like the proverbial 
“red-headed stepchild” to Tallahassee. 
It was great to see his genuine interest 
in our little piece of North Florida and 
its challenges.

I hope everyone had a good St. Pad-
dy’s Day, with lots of wearin’ o the 
green, corned beef and cabbage! 

Believe it or not, next Sunday is 

Palm Sunday, and the next is Easter. 
Where has the time flown? March 28th 
is Maundy Thursday, with a 6 p.m. 
service at the Wakulla United Meth-
odist Church. Easter morning there 
will be a Sunrise service at 7:15 a.m. 
at the Wakulla church, followed by a 
service at 11:15 a.m. at the Woodville 
United Methodist Church. The Wood-
ville Church is also hosting its annual 
Easter Egg Hunt the Saturday before 
Easter.

Sunblest Nurseries, on Commerce 
Boulevard, is having its annual Spring 
Open House this coming Saturday 
and Sunday, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
both days. There are always a variety 
of food trucks and vendors there, as 
well as greenhouses full of perennial 
and annual plants to purchase. Nor-
mally closed to the public, this event 
allows gardeners to shop and see the 
giant greenhouses in action.

Please continue to pray for Thel-
ma Watts, Norma Woodcock, Debo-
rah Giles and Clem Bunker. All four  
ladies are recovering from illness or 
injury, and appreciate your prayerful 
support.

By ETHEL SKIPPER

Experiencing the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, Paul tells about the 
post resurrection appearance by Je-
sus on several different occasions. 

The first appearance was to Mary 
Magdalene shortly after the ressu-
rection – early on Sunday morning.

The second was to two disciples 
walking on the road to Emmaus 
about seven miles from Jerusalem.

Another appearance was to seven 

of Jesus’ disciples at the Sea of Gal-
ilee, about 80 miles north of Jerusa-
lem.

Each appearance of Jesus rein-
forced the reliability of the historical 
account of his resurrection in the 
Gospel and reminds us that on the 
cross, Jesus defeated sin and death.

Many churches will observe the 
resurrection on Easter Sunday. It 
brings us closer to the rising of Jesus 
and what he did for us. 

The Buckhorn community will 

host the Mills, Allen, Rosier and Sim-
mons Family Reunion in Sopchop-
py July 5-July 7 – returning home 
where our family roots began. Hotel 
information, room rates, guaranteed 
until June 1 at Best Western and 
Magnuson Wildwood Inn.

On Sunday at Skipper Temple 
Community Church will be the an-
nual Men’s Day program at 3 p.m. 
Speaker will be Pastor Christ White-
head. Everyone is welcome.

The Fifth Sunday Union Meeting of 
the West Florida Diocese will be held 

at the Woodville Church of Christ 
Written in Heaven. Pastor Elder Ste-
ven Jackson.

The service will begin on Thurs-
day, March 28 at 7:30 p.m.; Friday, 
March 29 at 7:30, and conclude on 
Saturday, March 30 will service at 
11:30 a.m. On Sunday, March 31, an 
Easter sunrise service is set.

Prayers and concern goes out to 
all the sick, shut-in, those in the 
hospital, nursing home, prison, the 
homeless, and all in need of prayer. 
Let us pray for world leaders and all 
those in need of help.

Read Like a Hero

A Free Press 
Your Key To 

Freedom

From Front Page

-officer in 2013. He 
recieved his master’s 
degre from Walden Uni-
versity in 2016, and 
in 2022 was promoted 
with a federal agency 
in Tallahassee, trans-
ferring to Crawfordville. 

“I’ve always struggled 
with reading growing 
up,” Clark said, “What 
helped me when I was 
growing up was my sec-
ond grade teacher Mrs. 
Beltram. She gave me 

comic books, and that 
led to me loving comics 
first and foremost, and 
loving reading… I de-
cided to make an activ-
ity through delivery of a 
service, going to differ-
ent centers, providing 
educational content 
with one of my biggest 
struggles. I read to the 
kids, because they love 
reading. I believe the 
impact of seeing a dif-
ferent hero every time 
engages them to want 
to learn even more.”

He also goes beyond 
the basics, and does 
social emotional learn-
ing (SEL) activities as 
well. The Collaborative 
for Academic, Social, 
and Emotional Learn-
ing (CASEL), one of the 
leading organizations 
behind the SEL move-
ment, states that SEL 
is ”the process through 
which all young people 
and adults acquire and 
apply the knowledge, 
skills, and attitudes to 
develop healthy identi-
ties, manage emotions 
and achieve personal 
and collective goals, feel 

and show empathy for 
others, establish and 
maintain supportive re-
lationships, and make 
responsible and caring 
decisions.” 

By incorporat ing 
interactivity into his 
storytelling, Clark can 
help students learn to 
interact with the world 
around them, and with 
others.

Clark can be contact-
ed at Partyheroclark@
gmail.com, at his phone 
at 954-303-1220, or on 
Facebook and Insta-
gram @HeroClark. 

< Question of The Week > 

ED W ARD  CLARK
Contract Specialist

“I do believe to a certain 
ext ent.  If you haven’ t 

confi dence in sel , you are 
twice defeated in the race 

o  li e. ith confi dence 
you have already won even 
before you started  – i t’ s a 

q uote by M arcus Garvey.” 

AM Y  D REX LER
End Of The Rainbow Events

 pray, this is 
something I can’ t 

do on my own. God 
gives me all the 

luck I need.”

Polled at the Crawfordville Lions Club St. Patty’ s D ay Festival &  Parade:

QUIN CEE 
M ESSERSM ITH
County Commissioner

 es, and rainbows 
and a pot of gold.  I 
do wear a horseshoe 

necklace.”

“Being positive 
brings me luc  , 

along with money.”

BILLY  HAY N IE
Quality Lawn &  Tractor

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

CAROLY N  M AN N
Financial Advisor

o,  don t belie e in 
luck. I believe in God’ s 

will,  need to be aligned 
with Him.  But I do 

believe in wearing green 
on St. Patty’ s D ay.”

Do you believe in luck?

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3039 Crawfordville Highway DOWNTOWN CRAWFORDVILLE

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FIN RA, 
. uardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not pro ide ta , legal or accounting ad ice. ot a fi liated 

with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EX P 5/ 17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto
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By MARJ LAW

“Huh,” he muses from 
the shooting bench be-
side me. “Huh.”

He steps back and 
asks: “Do you have a 
small dowel?”

I rummaged through 
my range bag, locate 
one, and hand it to him.

“What’s going on?” I 
wonder.

“Seems like I have an 
obstruction in the barrel 
of my .45 Kimber.” He 
points the muzzle down-
range. He plunges the 
dowel into the barrel.

Out pops a warped 
and split-open casing.

“Wow! I’ve never seen 
anything like that!”

“Somehow a 9mm 
round got in with the 
.45s. See how the firing 
of this round caused the 
casing to expand and 
break open?” He hands 
me the spent casing.

“Did it harm the bar-
rel of your Kimber?” I’m 
worried for him.

He pulls a flashlight 
and aims it down the 
barrel.

“I don’t see anything, 
do you?” He hands me 
the Kimber and the light.

I inspect it really 
carefully, but the rifling 
looks fine, and the bar-
rel is shiny all the way 
down.

“That is the most 
amazing thing,” I tell 
him. “May I use it for an 
article? Other shooters 
can find this really in-
structive.” 

The wrong round? It 
happened before. Twice 
more, that Joe and I 
have seen.

A friend loaded .40 
S&W rounds into a .45. 

Now, in the previous 
case, the 9mm round 
was much smaller than 
the .45 handgun would 
be able to handle. Be-
cause the 9 was so much 
smaller, the extractor 
was unable to grab the 
edge of the casing, and 
thus pop it out of the 
ejection port. Since the 
extractor wasn’t able to 
do this, the 9mm round 
did go into the barrel. 

This time, when the 
.40 round went into the 
.45, it was ejected by the 
extractor. The size of the 
.40 is so close to the .45 
that the ejector was able 
to grab the casing and 
pull it out of the gun.

Joe was watching. 
For some reason, he 
noticed the casing on 
the ground. The casing 
was split.

Joe picked it up and 
handed it to our shooter 
friend. 

“What made the cas-
ing split?” our friend 
asked. 

Joe looked at the back 
of the casing. 

“It’s a .40 S&W round. 
You are shooting a .45. 
You are fortunate that 
the broken casing didn’t 
rupture more and send 
fragments flying. It’s 
fortunate, too, that you 
have on good safety 
glasses, protecting your 
eyes.”

And wouldn’t  you 
know, but another week 
at the range, a friend 
calls me over.

“The rounds won’t 
stay in the magazine!” 
she exclaims. “They keep 
popping out, as soon as 
I put them in!”

I reach for my Up-
Lula. Sure enough, the 
rounds pop out as fast 
as I try to load them.

“Wait a minute.” I 
put down the UpLula, 
and inspect the rounds. 
Then I look at her hand-
gun. The reason the 
rounds pop out is that 
they are .22s and the 
magazine and handgun 
is a .380. I should have 
checked the gun and 
magazine first.

“Oh, my goodness,” 

she is relieved to find 
the answer so easily. “I 
was shooting both my 
.22 and my .380 today. 
Guess I got the boxes of 
ammo mixed up.”

This could be a se-
rious problem. When 
you have an incorrect 
round, according to Ron 
Spomer Outdoors: “Pres-
sures can rise when the 
bullet, already moving 
at substantial velocity, 
suddenly slams into the 
rifling, which acts like 
a brake. This creates a 
dramatic and potential-
ly dangerous spike in 
pressure.”

In our f irst  case, 
the casing did indeed 
expand, causing it to 
lodge inside the barrel. 
When we were looking 
down the barrel once he 
popped the casing out, 
we wanted to see that 
the rifling hadn’t been 
harmed. The Kimber .45 
is a mighty fine hand-
gun, and no one wants 
to see it damaged.

Spomer goes on to 
say: “Firing the wrong 
caliber out of your gun 
could result in serious 
injury to yourself or 
someone standing near-
by. Guns fired with the 
wrong caliber can seri-

ously damage the user’s 
hands and face.”

Yes, in the second 
incident, the shooter 
and those standing near 
may have been hurt by 
fragments of the casing.

How do we avoid such 
situations?

According to NSSF, 
we can “form the habit 
of examining every car-
tridge you put into your 
gun. Never use damaged 
or substandard ammu-
nition – the money you 
save is not worth the 
risk of possible injury or 
a ruined gun.”

People I shoot with 
want to try out mostly 
.380s and 9mm hand-
guns. The casings have 
almost precisely the 
same diameter, but have 
different lengths. How 
do we avoid using the 
wrong ammo?

Joe strongly suggests 
putting guns with like 
ammo on the shooting 
bench; not shooting two 
different caliber hand-
guns at the same time. 
Shoot the .380s, pack 
them up and then shoot 
the 9s.

Truthfully, I don’t al-
ways do this. But what 
helps me keep things 
straight is using French 

white nail polish. Usu-
ally, the base of your 
magazine has informa-
tion impressed into it. 
For example, my Ruger 
Security-380 has the 
word Ruger and the logo 
for the Ruger company 
deeply etched into mag-
azine base. 

I swipe on the French 
white, allowing it to set-
tle into the grooves of the 
markings. Then, with an 
acetone wet cloth, I wipe 
off the excess, so only 
the white in the grooves 
shows. The side of the 
mag also has the words 
“380 Auto” imprinted 
on it.

The gun itself has 
places for its logo (what 
company doesn’t want 
to advertise?”), and the 
name of the gun itself. 
Again, use the French 
white polish. Since now 
both magazine and gun 
are clearly marked, you 
can match them up eas-
ily.

I’m concerned that 
.380 and 9mm rounds 
are so similar in size. 
Yes, I’ve marked the 
magaz ines  and the 
handguns, but what if 
a 9mm round somehow 
got misplaced into the 
box of .380s? Perhaps 

you drop a round, put it 
on the shooting bench, 
and pick it up to load it 
in the magazine.

Which is it: the 9 or 
the .380?

The only way I know 
to be sure is to do as 
NSSF has suggested: 
“form the habit of exam-
ining every cartridge you 
put into your gun.”

You can avoid using 
old, damaged, or in-
correct rounds in your 
handgun.

Shoot only one caliber 
gun at a time, match 
gun and magazine with 
French white nail polish, 
and inspect all rounds 
as you pop them into 
your magazines.

You might think sea-
soned shooters would 
want to hide their mis-
takes. 

Not true! 
They will be the very 

first to help us avoid 
anything that could be 
potentially damaging to 
ourselves, bystanders 
and to our handguns. 

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

EVERYTHING IN STORE 
DISCOUNTED!

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE

CLOSING 
SALE

How bad can it be? How to prevent it?

W EEK LY  W I LD LI F E P H O T O

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger Bob � omp-
son, back on his weekly widllife survey at the park, shared 

this photo of a Great Egret along the river’s edge.
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This following infor-
mation comes from Jim 
McGraw with U.S. Coast 
Guard Heartland Safe 
Boating. Daylight-Saving 
Time has arrived….

The beginning of Day-
light-Saving Time is an 
excellent cue to give our 
inflatable personal flota-
tion devices (PFD) some 
attention. Inflatable 
PFDs are remarkable 
tools that allow us to 
COMFORTABLY wear a 
PFD when underway or 
near the water. Howev-
er, they require regular 
maintenance.

The specific details of 
“regular maintenance” 
vary by brand and mod-
el. If you are like me, 
attempting to find the 
original owner’s manual 
for a product in my home 
is often futile. Fortunate-
ly, there are at least three 
ways to find the manu-
facturer’s instructions 
for an inflatable PFD:

• Refer to the original 
paper owner’s manual.

• Find a copy of the 
owner’s manual on the 
internet.

• Open the cover of 
the PFD and look for 

the instructions printed 
on waterproof synthetic 
paper. (see photo)

Having the person 
who typically wears the 
inflatable PFD perform 
the maintenance is an 
excellent way to increase 
the user’s familiarity 
with their PFD.

Generally, the mainte-
nance involves:

• Inspecting the exte-
rior including all straps 
and buckles.

• Inspecting the blad-
der.

• Inspecting the infla-
tion device to verify that 
it is ready to operate. 
The details of this vary 
greatly between models.

• Performing a leak 

test by inflating the blad-
der firmly through the 
oral inflation tube and 
checking the bladder 
several hours later for 
softness, which is indi-
cates a leak.

• Deflating, folding, 
and securing the bladder 
and cover as the manu-
facturer specifies.

Make yourself a re-
minder on your calendar 
to repeat this mainte-
nance at the interval 
recommended by the 
manufacturer. A little 
time invested in this 
maintenance will make it 
more likely that your in-
flatable PFD will perform 
when you need it!

Go have fun… safely!

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on Face-
Book @ Apalachee Bay 
Flotilla 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander Phil 
Hill at pnkkhill2000@
yahoo.com 

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed 
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast 
Guard and supports the 
Coast Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. For 
more information, please 
visit www.cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 
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From FWC

This  repor t  rep-
resents some events 
the FWC handled Feb. 
16-22 in the Northwest 
Region. (No cases were 
reported in Wakulla 
County) 

FRANKLIN COUNTY

• Officer Hartzog ob-
served a vessel with two 
individuals on board 
throwing a cast net 
outside of Eastpoint 
Channel. A short time 
later, the two individ-
uals began motoring 
back to the shore and 
Officer Hartzog stopped 
them to conduct a re-
source inspection. One 
of the individuals ad-
vised they did not pos-

sess any fish. Officer 
Hartzog observed oys-
ter shell scattered on 
the bow of the vessel. 
An inspection of cool-
ers onboard revealed a 
large quantity of wild 
oysters. Officer Hartzog 
interviewed the sub-
jects and they advised 
the oysters were har-
vested from Eastpoint 
Channel and Cat Point 
area of the Apalachic-
ola Bay system, which 
is currently closed to 
recreational and com-
mercial oyster harvest. 
Also, a large percentage 
of the oysters harvest-
ed were undersized. 
Violations were cited 
accordingly.

GULF COUNTY

• Officers Gerber and 
Butts were on patrol 
near the Apalachicola 
River Wildlife and En-
vironmental Area when 
they heard dogs bark-
ing in an area where 
hunting dogs are not 
permitted. They located 
the dogs and the two 
individuals responsi-
ble. The appropriate 
enforcement action was 
taken. 

SANTA ROSA 
COUNTY

• While on patrol, Of-
ficer Mullins received a 
tip from a hunter about 
vehicles destroying 
public land. The officer 
located a broken-down 
vehicle covered in mud. 
He tracked down oth-

er vehicles and found 
them doing donuts off a 
forest road. Each sub-
ject was issued several 
citations. The subjects 
were directed to remove 
their broken vehicle 
upon leaving the forest.  

• While on patrol, 
Officer Mull ins ob-
served a vehicle and 
two subjects searching 
for deer and possibly 
night hunting. The of-
ficer monitored their 
actions and conducted 
a check on the individ-
uals. Upon contact, a 
loaded shotgun was 
discovered. The sub-
jects were issued open 
container alcohol cita-
tions and notice to ap-
pear citations for illegal 
night hunting.  

FWC Law Enforcement Report

24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Other area wrecks to dive.

In this article I would like to tell you about one of 
the shipwrecks that are off of Panama City Beach. It’s 
a bit further than most dive charters will go but it’s still 
within a couple hours by a fast boat and a great dive.

The wreck is probably one of the best known as 
it was sunk during World War II in our part of the 
Gulf by a German submarine. It’s a fascinating story 
because you wouldn’t think that there would be any 
German submarines this far or this close in American 
waters. You would be surprised that this one partic-
ular U-boat went all the way up to the mouth of the 
Mississippi River and was able to sink three more 
ships after the Mica. 

Let me give you some dimensions and depth of 
the Mica. The HMS Empire Mica was a 465-foot long 
British tanker used in World War II and built in 1941; 
it carried fuel for the Royal Air Force.

On June 29th, 1942 it was torpedoed by a Ger-
man U-boat and sank 21 miles due south of Flori-
da’s Cape Sand Blas in 110 feet of water. The Coast 
Guard bombed the stern and bridge to reduce threat 
to navigation. 

Let’s talk about this wreck and the circumstances 
around her demise. This comes from the USA Today 
network. Written by Ed Offley the News Herald.

It was midnight on Monday, June 29, 1942 off 
Cape San Blas in the Gulf of Mexico as the British oil 
tanker Empire Mica sailed East for Key West and the 
Florida straits. It would then head up the east coast 
to New York and join a convoy headed for the British 
Isles. She was outbound from Baytown, Texas, with a 
cargo of 12,000 tons of highly flammable vaporizing oil 
(heating oil). The Empire Mica was a new addition to 
the British merchant fleet; she was a seasoned veteran 
of the maritime struggle between the Allies and Nazi 
Germany. This struggle would end shortly after the 
Mica headed to the Florida straits. A type IXU U-boat 
U-67 was busily scanning the Gulf with their powerful 
Zeiss binoculars.

They quickly realized the shadow they kept see-
ing was actually a large oil tanker on a converging 
course. The captain called for battle stations and for 
the next hour and 35 minutes, U-67 shadowed the 
British tanker as it continued towards the waters of 
Apalachicola. The Empire Mica was three quarters of a 
nautical mile away, when he called out “Los!” (Release) 
and two steam driven G7a torpedoes raced out from 
two of the four torpedo tubes. The Mica was hit; twin 
blasts ripped the hull and ignited the 12,000 tons of 
vaporizing oil. A massive fireball engulfed the tanker 
and rose into the sky where it was seen by civilians 
on the shore from Cape San Blas to Apalachicola. 
Thirty-three of the crew died, and 13 survivors were 
rescued by the Coast Guard.

Over the years we have dove the Empire Mica but 
the hurricanes and tropical storms have done severe 
damage to the wreck and now there are just remnants 
left that you can still dive but the real danger is all 
the thousands of yards of fishing line that have gotten 
tangled and left causing entanglement issues if you’re 
not careful. 

I believe that one of the huge propellers was sal-
vaged and sits at the entrance of the restaurant Cap-
tain Anderson’s. Keep making bubbles and dive safe.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999

Note: This column originally ran in March 2023.
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I love the way God loves us

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

May I ask you some 
personal questions? 
Friend to friend? How is 
sin affecting your per-
ception of God’s love for 

you? How is your sin 
affecting your Christian 
journey? 

And now another: 
Why is it so easy to see 
and judge others for 
missing the mark while 
glossing over our own 
missteps? 

When we downplay 
or justify our sinful ac-
tions, we risk missing 
some important things: 
the opportunity to ex-
perience God’s love; the 
opportunity to repent 
and change; and – most 
importantly – the chance 
to live holy lives before a 
holy God.

Have you considered 
that the more we dis-
miss our sin, the more 
we minimize God’s love 
and Jesus’ sacrifice at 
Calvary? Let’s see what 
happens when we read 
Galatians 2:20 (ESV) 
out loud:

“I have been crucified 
with Christ. It is no lon-
ger I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for 
me.”

Let’s read Galatians 
2:20 again, this time 

making it even more per-
sonal. (Pause as neces-
sary to fully appreciate 
the meaning and intent.)

 “I, (your name), have 
been crucif ied with 
Christ. I nail my will to 
the cross. It’s no longer 
I who live, but Christ 
Who lives in me. From 
now on, I, (your name), 
put my complete faith in 
Jesus, the Son of God, 
Who loved me, (your 
name), so much that He 
died an excruciatingly 
painful death – on my 
behalf.” 

The more we compre-
hend how much Jesus 

loves us and acknowl-
edge the price He paid 
for our sins, the more 
we can see sin for what 
it is: evil, destructive 
and foolish. Only the 
greatest act of love could 
rescue us from it.

God’s love for us is so 
great that we struggle 
to fully understand the 
depth of emotion and 
sacrificial commitment 
that drove Jesus to die 
for mankind. Especial-
ly for people (us!) who 
consistently rebel – and 
then minimize our ac-
tions. 

Is it possible to under-

stand a love so giving? 
A love so tenderhearted 
that it can completely 
penetrate our hearts? 

A love so powerful 
that it enables us to rec-
ognize and repent of our 
sin and resolve to turn in 
a new direction? 

I love the way our 
heavenly Father loves 
us. Don’t you?

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By JAMES SNYDER

Recently, illegitimate 
aliens of the worst kind 
have invaded our house 
illegally.

It came to a head just 
the other day when we 
were sitting down to 
lunch, and The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage had a lovely 
bowl of tomato soup. I 
forgot what I was eating 
because all the atten-
tion went to her bowl.

As I was eating my 
lunch, I glanced over 
at her bowl of tomato 
soup. The top of it was 
covered with little black 
dots of some sort. Look-
ing at it, I asked her, 
“Oh, my dear, what 
kind of soup are you 
eating today?”

She looked down at 
her soup, and her world 
came to a crashing end. 
She jumped up and 
yelled, but I had no idea 
what was happening.

Looking at her soup 
again, I noticed that 
those little black dots 
were swimming around 
in it. As I looked closely, 
I noticed they were the 
tiniest little bugs I had 

ever seen, but there 
they were, swimming 
cheerfully in her soup.

Being the affection-
ate husband I am, I 
laughed uncontrollably 
as I pointed to her soup. 
“You do make the best 
soup in town.” And then 
I laughed some more.

Looking at her, I no-
ticed she was not laugh-
ing. She was doing the 
opposite of laughing, so 
I had to calm down just 
a bit.

I don’t believe in kar-
ma. I think it’s a bunch 
of knucklehead idiocy. 
But in my experience, 
I have had things come 
back on me in a very 
alarming way. I wasn’t 
thinking of that as I 
was making fun of The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage and her 
bug-infected tomato 
soup.

That was just the 
beginning. From then 
on, the bugs were ev-
erywhere in our house. 
Whenever I saw a bug, 
I would look at The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage and say, 
“Do you want this one 
for your tomato soup?”

For some reason, I’m 
not sure why, she didn’t 
find any of that very 
funny.

But  th ings  were 
about to change.

Those  bugs  f l ew 
around my head, and 
one landed on my nose. 
Not thinking, which is 
my MO, I smacked that 

bug with my right hand 
as hard as possible. Of 
course, I did not con-
sider that the bug was 
as small as it was, and 
it was on my nose. I’m 
unsure if I hurt the bug, 
but my nose began to 
bleed.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
caught me and said 
with a little smirk, “Are 
you having fun play-
ing with your little bug 
friends?”

I wouldn’t say this 
out loud in her pres-
ence, but I deserved 
that.

The next incident 
was a bunch of those 
bugs flying up my nose. 
I sneezed 17 times, and 
the bugs went every-
where in the room.

L a u g h i n g  a t  m e 
again, The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age said, “The next time 
you sneeze cover your 
nose and mouth with 
your hand.” I think she 
was having a giggle at-
tack at the time.

Later that afternoon, 
the bugs were still flying 
all around. As I sat in 
my easy chair drinking 
coffee, I noticed bugs 
flying around my coffee.

I grabbed my coffee 
and shouted to those 
i l l eg i t imate  a l iens, 
“Touch my coffee and 
you die!”

I’m OK if they spoil 
the tomato soup, but 
my coffee is an entire-
ly different situation. 

Something about my 
coffee prohibits these 
illegitimate aliens from 
drinking it.

For example, the cats 
on the porch are allowed 
to look in our house, 
but they’re not allowed 
to be in our house. The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage has some 
idea that they have fleas 
and other things. But if 
they’re not allowed in, 
what gives these bugs 
the right to enter our 
house? Do they have 
permission from The 
Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage?

To take control of 
the coffee in my cup is 
a severe malfunction of 
what is right. Therefore, 
there must be conse-
quences to that kind of 
activity.

I saw these little bugs 
flying around every-
where I walked in our 
house. Something has 
to be done to deal with 
this major calamity in 
our house.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
noticed that I was get-
ting somewhat agitated 
by these bugs. No mat-
ter what we did in the 
house, they were still 
there.

Towards suppertime, 
The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage looked 
at me and said, “Why 
don’t we go out for sup-
per tonight and cele-
brate a bug free zone?”

I know my wife is 

right all the time, and 
this time, she was more 
than right, so I was all 
in with her on this.

A little later, I thought 
of a Bible verse along 
this line. James 3:5, 
“Even so the tongue is 
a little member, and 
boasteth great things. 
Beho ld ,  how great 
a matter a little fire 
kindleth!” 

Sometimes I don’t 
realize how important 
such little things are. 
Looking back on my life, 
I remember some small 
events that turned into 
big events.

The biggest distrac-
tions in my life are the 
little things we some-
times ignore.

Sometimes just a few 
words can cause a big 
problem, which can 
last for a long time and 
cause a big problem. 
Say one wrong word 
and the problems begin.

No matter how big a 
fire is, it always starts 
with a small flame.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

Touch my co�ee and you die
OUT TO PASTOR

By CHERYL CRUCE

“In his book ‘The Sea,’ 
John Banville wrote, 
‘The past beats inside of 
me like a second heart.’ 
This quote resonates 
with me because I have 
many memories that 
are close to my heart. 
Sometimes, the most 
essential memories play 
across my mind like a 
movie reel, and I find 
myself smiling for no ap-
parent reason. However, 
these memories are not 

just a source of happi-
ness for me. They also 
serve as valuable les-
sons that I carry into my 
present life. Today, my 
Junior Girl Scout Troop 
is a part of the memories 
that beat inside my sec-
ond heart.

It was my fourth-
grade year, and my 
Brownie uniform was 
neatly packed into 
Mom’s cedar chest, 
where all her keepsakes 
went. I had moved up to 
a Junior Scout with a 
new green uniform and 
sash that awaited badg-
es to be earned. Our 
promotion ceremony 
was all I had hoped for. 
As I looked into a mirror 
surrounded by flowers 
and recited my pledge, I 
saw my Mom smiling at 
me. 

As Mom and I rode 

home that day, she told 
me how proud she was 
of me. She was proud of 
my young accomplish-
ments and looking for-
ward to the future badg-
es she would help me 
earn. Oh, what I would 
give to relive that mo-
ment and truly appre-
ciate her words and the 
touch of her hand on 
mine. I was the last of 
her seven children, and 
time was pressing upon 
her. It meant something 
to her for me to gain 
my independence even 
though she was missing 
my dependence on her. 

We are taught to be 
self-sufficient and to 
rely on ourselves, but 
in matters of faith, we 
are called to depend on 
God. When the Israelites 
fled Egypt, their survival 
depended on their trust 

in God, from the part-
ing of the Red Sea to the 
Jordan River. We often 
read of how God carried 
His people through their 
journey. He provided 
them food, drink, and 
protection during their 
forty years of wilder-
ness travel; neither their 
clothing nor sandals 
wore out (Deuteronomy 
29:5). Nevertheless, the 
Children of Israel fell 
into trouble when they 
failed to rely upon the 
Lord.

In the scriptures, we 
can find many examples 
of people who completely 
trust God. Queen Esther 
sought God’s help when 
she was called upon to 
save her people. Simi-
larly, Elijah’s reliance on 
God was evident when 
he emerged victorious 
against the prophets of 

Baal on Mount Carmel 
(1 Kings 18). Further-
more, Jesus emphasized 
the importance of grow-
ing in faith and placing 
our trust in the Heav-
enly Father, which He 
taught to His disciples.

As I look back on 
my early memories, I 
now see how my mom 
guided me through the 
different stages of life. 
Some transitions were 
easy, like moving from 
Brownie to Junior Girl 
Scout. However, oth-
ers were more difficult, 
like teaching me how 
to drive or watching the 
last of her children move 
away from home. Yet, 
she never complained. 
She was there, always 
loving, always caring, 
and always guiding me.

Likewise, Our Heav-
enly Father is always 

there for us, showing His 
love, always caring, and 
always guiding. While 
He never promised an 
easy life, we can navi-
gate the road ahead with 
His help. As we grow in 
faith, we can look back 
and see how He has 
been with us, guiding 
us with the touch of His 
hand upon ours. 

Isaiah 41:10: “Fear 
not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, for 
I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold 
you with my righteous 
right hand.”

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.
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Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Mary Posey, 90, of Medart, died March 17, 2024.
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Family�c.com

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

G reetings W ak ulla citiz ens!  
O ur F ather L O V E S  us so 
much H e G A V E  us a W ay  
out from death, hell, and 
the grave!  W hen every one 
celebrates E aster S unday , 
the magnitude of w hat w as 
F I N I S H E D  on that Cross 
is absent. W hat I  mean by  
this is W E  are R esurrect-
ed w ith H im!  W O O O H H -
H O O O O O ! ! !  O ur faith must 
be in w hat J esus did for U S  
on the Cross through H is 
birth, Crucifixion then His 
R esurrection on the 3 rd day !  
T o “ O vercome”  w e must 
have faith in w hat H is B lood 
and W ater is able to do in and 
for us!  H e L O V E D  us that 
much!  

W here this started is w hen 
we were first thought of 
by  our F ather in H eaven!  
W e w ere created in H im 
long long before the earth 
w as ever created!  O ur F ather 
w anted a F amily  H e could 
and w ould L O V E !  Ephe-
sians 1: 3 Blessed be the 
God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiri-
tual blessing in the heaven-
ly places in Christ, 4 just as 
He chose us in Him before 
the foundation of the world, 
that we would be holy and 
blameless before [a]Him. In 
love 5 [b]He predestined us 
to adoption as sons and 
daughters through Jesus 
Christ to Himself, accord-
ing to the good pleasure of 
His will, 6 to the praise of 
the glory of His grace, with 
which He favored us in the 
Beloved. 

Romans 8: 29 For those 
whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become con-
formed to the image of His 
Son, so that He would be 
the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters; 30 and 
these whom He predes-
tined, He also called; and 
these whom He called, He 
also justified; and these 
whom He justified, He also 
glorified. 

H e then decided to Create 
us in the natural. O nce H e 
created all the vegetation 
and animals, T hey , (Gene-
sis 1:26 Then God said, “[a]

Let Us make mankind in 
Our image, according to 
Our likeness;) F ather, the 
W O R D , and the H oly  S pirit 
then created A dam and E ve’ s 
spirit in the earth in T heir im-
age. Genesis 1:27 So God cre-
ated man in His own image, 
in the image of God He cre-
ated him; male and female 
He created them. 

I n G enesis 2 , L O R D  G od 
then took  the spirit of man 
out of the dirt and Created his 
phy sical body  and breathed 
lives into him. Genesis 2: 

7 Then the Lord God formed 
the man of dust from 
the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and the man became 
a living [a]person. 

L et us not forget his help-
mate, E ve. G od took  from 
the man’ s body  that in 
w hich H e placed w ithin 
him when He first Creat-
ed their spirits. Genesis 2: 
21 So the Lord God caused 

a deep sleep to fall upon 
the man, and he slept; 
then He took one of his 
ribs and closed up the 
flesh at that place. 22 And 
the Lord God [a]fashioned 
into a woman the rib 
which He had taken from 
the man, and brought her 
to the man. T he human 
race had begun. T hen the 
curse w as caused, therefore 
the cause for the W O R D  
to become F lesh w as created 
therefore the “ R esurrected 
O ne”  F I N I S H E D  I T !  D eath, 
hell, and the grave has no 
effect on H is Children that 
endure to the end! ! !  P raise 
be to our G od, L O R D  G od, 
and H oly  S pirit! ! !  W O O O -
H H O O O O O ! ! ! !  Revelation 
12: 11 And they overcame 
him (satan) because of the 
blood of the Lamb and be-
cause of the word of their 
testimony, and they did not 
love their life even [a]when 
faced with death. 

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the 
God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to obtain an inher-
itance which is imperish-
able, undefiled, and will 
not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you, 5 who are 
protected by the power of 
God through faith for a sal-
vation ready to be revealed 
in the last time. 

W e hope this blesses y ou 
and causes y ou to hunger for 
more of H im!  

S halom, 
D eb Q uimby - Q uack enbush 
I f y ou do not k now  J esus 

and w ant to, H e say s in H is 
W ord Romans 10: 13 for 
“Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be 
saved.” S ay  this to H im out 
loud “ J esus, I  am a sinner 
I  k now , I  repent and turn 
aw ay  from all that I  did as a 
sinner, I  renounce their hold 
on me. I  believe in faith G od 
sent Y ou to become my  sin, 
on the Cross, to cleanse me 
from them and now  mak e me 
new . I  believe Y ou died and 
rose on the 3 rd day  so that I  
may  live and become Y our 
R ighteousness. B y  G od’ s 
G race I  am now  B orn A gain. 
W O O O H H H O O O O ! !  W el-
come to the family !  Y our life 
just got E X CI T I N G ! ! !  T he 
next step is to be water bap-
tiz ed (1 Peter 3:21, 1 Corin-
thians 6:11) so that our old 
self w ill be buried. I t is im-
portant now  to get involved 
in a Spirit filled full Gospel 
church and dive in and learn 
all about w ho y ou now  are 
becoming. Congratulations 
my  friend!

 Visit my youtube channel 
by scaning the QR code be-
low.

Please Like and Subscribe!

tobe7encouraged faith column
He LOVES us this much…

Sheri� ’s Report
This report is for ac-

tivities March 8 to 14:

FRIDAY, MARCH 8

• Gary Congers re-
ported his vacant home 
had been burglarized 
and items taken. Con-
gers stated his home 
had been burglarized 
between September 
2023 to January 2024. 
Congers stated multiple 
paintings and books had 
been stolen. This case 
has been sent to detec-
tives for further inves-
tigation. Deputy Edwin 
Grove investigated.

• Inmate Jason Pack 
was arrested for criminal 
mischief. Pack purposely 
destroyed three jail is-
sued tablets while incar-
cerated in the Wakulla 
County Jail. Deputy Ed-
win Grove investigated.

• Deputy Todd Kent 
responded to the Dol-
lar General store in 
Sopchoppy and made 
contact with Cecilia 
McClain, who stated a 
white female failed to 
scan all her items while 
at self-checkout and 
then departed the store 
with $89 in unpaid mer-
chandise. This case has 
been sent to detectives 
for further investigation. 

• Deputy Heather Will 
conducted a traffic stop 
for faulty equipment 
on Old Magnolia Road. 
The passenger, Misty 
Hollingsworth, was de-
termined to be in pos-
session of 3.3 grams 
methamphetamine and 
arrested. Hollingsworth 
was transported to the 
Wakulla County Jail.

SATURDAY, MARCH 9

• Deputy Nick Gray 
responded to Tractor 
Supply in reference to 
a retail theft and made 
contact with the store 
clerk, Kaylee Dewitt, 
who stated two unknown 
individuals entered the 
store, cut the security 
cable from a chainsaw, 
and fled the store with 
the chainsaw. The saw 
was valued at $620. This 
case has been sent to 
detectives for further in-
vestigation. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 10

• A traffic stop was 
conducted on a vehicle 
for faulty equipment. The 
driver Andriea Miller was 
discovered not to have a 
valid license. During the 
stop the passenger Clar-
aee’ Miller became irate 
and struck Deputy Zac 
Munroe in the face. Clar-
aee’ was arrested for bat-

tery on Law Enforcement 
Officer and also charged 
with resisting arrest. An-
driea was issued a traffic 
citation for driving while 
license suspended or re-
voked (DWLSR).

• Victor Padran-Car-
rean reported the home 
he is currently renovat-
ing had been burglar-
ized. The walls had been 
sprayed painted with vul-
gar language and sheet-
rock had been damaged. 
Crime Scene responded 
and processed the scene. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. Deputy 
Dakota Haddock inves-
tigated.

• Deputy Nick Gray 
stopped to investigate 
a suspicious vehicle at 
Hudson Park and dis-
covered the driver, Chris 
Freeman, was in pos-
session of crack cocaine 
and paraphernalia. Free-
man was subsequently 
arrested for possession 
of paraphernalia and co-
caine.

 TUESDAY, MARCH 12

• Deputies responded 
to 4 Allen St. in reference 
to Dewayne Reed actively 
knocking on the victim’s 
front door with a ham-
mer. Upon arrival, dep-
uties observed Reed at 
the address yelling and 
asking to pray for him. 
During the investiga-
tion, Reed was found to 

have an active Trespass 
Warning for this resi-
dence. Deputies placed 
Reed under arrest for 
Trespass After Warning. 
During a search of Reed 
post-arrest, deputies 
found a small clear bag 
that contained a white 
crystalized substance 
later determined to be 
Fentanyl, for which he 
was also charged. Dep-
uty William Montgomery 
investigated.

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 8 

• Deputies respond-
ed to Mike’s Marine in 
Panacea after employ-
ees noticed the fence 
surrounding the boat 
yard had been cut. Tak-
en were multiple GPS 
units from several boats. 
The electronics were val-
ued at approximately 
$15,000. Detectives and 
WCSO CSI responded to 
the scene to assist with 
the investigation. This 
case has been forwarded 
to detectives for further 

investigation.

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 14

• Deputy Don New-
some responded to Raker 
Lane and made contact 
with Garland Landers 
regarding a stolen vehi-
cle complaint. Landers 
stated a suspect had 
taken his vehicle without 
authorization and the 

vehicle was now missing. 
Landers was able to pro-
vide a possible suspect. 
This case has been sent 
to detectives for further 
investigation. 

Please report suspi-
cious or illegal activity 
at 850-745-7100, or call 
911 for emergencies. 

1st Annual Ministers
Prayer Meeting

Attention ALL 
Ministers

Calling all apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors and teachers; bishops, deacons, elders, 

and fathers, etc. to come and join us in

Prayer
Saturday, March 30th, 2024

From 10:00 til 11:30 AM

LOCATION:
Wakulla County 

Community Center
In the Crawfordville Room

God invites
you to come!

Sponsored by the Minister’s Prayer Team

For more information
call: 850-528-2356



Page 10 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, March 21, 2024 www.thewakullasun.com

School distribution 
sponsored by

USE THE NEWS

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

COMMITTED TO SUCCESS

1. PENGUINS 
PROPERTY 

STOLEN

Fans of the Pitts-
burgh Penguins 
were looking for-
ward to receiving 
bobblehead figu-
rines of former star 
player Jaromir Jagr, 
but the giveaway 
will no longer hap-
pen at the upcoming 
game against the 
San Jose Sharks. 
The reason? The 
entire shipment of 
bobbleheads was 
stolen! The team is 
working with police 
to figure out what 
happened to the 
shipment of thou-
sands of figurines. 
Jagr has the sec-
ond most points in 
the National Hock-
ey League’s histo-
ry over the course 
of his career with 
1,921 and helped 
the Penguins win 
the league’s cham-
pionship Stanley 
Cup in 1991 and 
1992. He will attend 
the game where his 
bobbleheads were 
meant to be given 
out to all the fans in 
attendance. Write a 
short fiction story 
or comic strip about 
the bobbleheads be-
ing stolen and what 
could happen to the 
thief.

2. READING AND 
WRITING REDO

About 14 years 
ago, public schools 
in the United States 
no longer had to 
teach students 
cursive handwrit-
ing. They felt the 
script-like writ-
ing was becoming 
unnecessary and 
students would be 
better off focusing 
on computer skills, 
like typing on a 
keyboard. Howev-
er, 23 states have 
changed their mind 
on the topic, mak-
ing teaching cur-
sive a requirement 
again in elemen-
tary schools. Re-
search has shown 
that penmanship or 
handwriting skills 
are important to 
development and 
academic success 
– writing by hand 
helps with memo-
rizing and staying 
focused on a top-
ic, and cursive is 
meant as a faster 
way of writing. Do 
you know how to 
read cursive writ-
ing or how to write 
it yourself? Do you 
think it’s a good 

thing for students 
to have to learn? 
Write at least three 
ideas of why you 
think it is or isn’t a 
good requirement. 
Then, share your 
answers with your 
classmates and 
think about all the 
different ideas!

3. REPORTERS OF 
ALL AGES

Time Magazine 
has a section of their 
website called Time 
For Kids, which re-
ports on current 
events in short sto-
ries for kindergart-
eners through sixth 
graders. They also 
hire kid reporters! 
Since 2000, they’ve 

picked kids from 
all over the coun-
try who have want-
ed to learn what it’s 
like to be a report-
er, and they get the 
chance to interview 
celebrities and poli-
ticians for real news 
stories on the web-
site. To apply, kid 
reporters need to 
write a news article 
with quotes from an 
interview and share 
why they want to be 
a TFK Kid Reporter, 
and they must be 
under 13 years old. 
If you were going to 
apply to be a TFK 
Kid Reporter, who 
would you interview 
for your news sto-
ry? Write down who 
it would be and at 

least five questions 
you would ask them 
in order to write 
your story.

4. NO DRIVER 
NEEDED

There’s been 
lots of news about 
self-driving cars in 
the last few years, 
but it’s slowly be-
coming a more com-
mon sight in Los 
Angeles, California. 
Fifty self-driving 
“robotaxis” were re-
leased in the city 
last week, run by 
a company called 
Waymo. Their main 
competitor, Cruise, 
isn’t allowed to op-
erate in California 
anymore after one 
of their self-driving 
cars injured a pe-
destrian last year. 

Both Cruise and 
Waymo’s cars have 
been accused of 
getting in the way 
of emergency vehi-
cles and blocking 
public buses from 
their routes. Other 
people are worried 
about the cars tak-
ing away jobs from 
taxi drivers. Write 
a summary that in-
cludes at least five 
facts about the new 
self-driving cars in 
Los Angeles.

5. STARSHIP 
TAKES OFF

A rocket called 
Starship was 
launched into space 
as a test last week, 
making history as 
it traveled halfway 
around the Earth. 
This type of rock-

et, which was built 
by Elon Musk’s 
company SpaceX, 
will eventually take 
NASA astronauts 
back to the moon. 
It wasn’t meant to 
make it around the 
Earth, but Starship 
was the biggest 
and most powerful 
rocket to ever fly, 
standing as tall as 
a 40-story building. 
SpaceX lost com-
munication with the 
rocket 49 minutes 
after it launched 
and the company 
said it had broken 
up on re-entry into 
the Earth’s atmo-
sphere and proba-
bly fell into the In-
dian Ocean. Write 
a story about the 
rocket launch and 
draw a picture to go 
along with it.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between 
south and southeast
4. For each
7. Airborne (abbr.)
10. Photographs
11. �ey __
12. It’s important in 
respiration (abbr.)
13. Monetary unit
15. Cool!
16. A son of Jacob
19. Cut o�
21. Devour
23. Agent of one’s downfall
24. Best
25. Network of nerves
26. Partner to “oohs”
27. Origins
30. Sewing utensil
34. Alias
35. Swiss river 
36. Greek mythological 
�gure
41. Type of whiskey
45. Lay to rest
46. “Rule, Britannia” 
composer
47. Select jury
50. Feeling
54. Action regarded as 
morally wrong

55. Makes angry
56. Act incorrectly
 57. Defensive nuclear 
weapon
59. Class of escort air-
cra� carrier
60. To what degree
61. Buzzing insect
62. �e human foot
63. “�e Le�overs” 
actress Dowd
64. A place to stay
65. Sun up in New York
 
CLUES DOWN
1. An involuntary mus-
cular contraction
2. Earnest
3. Cuts out surgically
4. Can’t move
5. Baseball stat
6. British soldier
7. Traditional medicine 
plants
8. Political party con-
trolled by managers
9. Hebrew prophet
13. Supporter
14. Relative biological 
e�ectiveness (abbr.)
17. Liberty Mutual 
mascot

18. Georgia rockers
20. A place where 
building is done
22. Large, deep-bodied 
�sh
27. Clothing retailer
28. Supplement with 
di�culty
29. Annoy constantly
31. Founder of Babism
32. Indigenous person 
in parts of Asia
33. Sea eagle
37. Leave behind
38. Time of day
39. Colorless crystal-
line compound
40. �ey lay out course 
requirements
41. A diamond has 
three
42. Algerian coastal city
43. Remove cover
44. Rechristened
47. Distinctive practice
48. Defunct phone 
company
49. Turkish o�cer of 
high rank
51. Eliminate from the 
body
52. Witness
53. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
58. Founding Father 
Franklin

Like puzzles? �en you’ll love sudoku. �is mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square o�, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must �ll each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can �gure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. �e more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORD ___
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Please Recycle

Please 
Recycle

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING!
Cashiers, D eli Cook s &  Serv ers. 

P ositions starting at $ 1 4 . Hr.
ROCK Y’ S –  M ED A RT

(850)926-4353

If  you would lik e to learn more 
ab out Rev erse M ortgages
Call 850- 556- 6694  OR v is-

it www.LearnA b outRev erse.com
Or email LearnA b outRev erse@
gmail.com  f or more inf ormation

Ex perienced Indiv idual to assist 
me with my estab lished lawn 

b usiness. P art time w eek days. 
Call Gene 850-251-9122

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HA ND YM A N &  P RESSU RE 
W A SHING SERVICES

Crawf ordv ille &  surrounding areas
850- 694 - 4 83 2

SERVICES

REVERSE MORTGAGES
RENTALS

FICTITIOUS NAME

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

J ohn A llcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work  on Shoes and tack

A lso –  Custom P roducts

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advice Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales, 
Listings & Rental 

Management 
Storage 

Unit Rentals
8x10 - $66.65

10x12 - $98.90

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker / Associate

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Sonya 
Hall

Broker

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

SERVICES

Payne’s PAINTING
339-4155
Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.

References available. We look forward to serving you.

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing

Edging - Trimming 
Sidewalk/Driveways 

Pressurewashing
Landscaping

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

HARVEY & SONS ENTERPRISES

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & 
Topsoil

Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

22 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• Rock • Road Base
• Debris Removal 

• Land Clearing
• Driveways

• Culverts 
• Ponds 

M O B I L E  O P T I CA L
PRESCRIPTION GLASSES & FRAMES

BROKEN GLASSES OR JEWELRY REPAIR

WE COME to YOU!
Jimmy Carter,

LDO Board Certified

386-688-2805
HarlinJames12@Yahoo.com

CAC#1822950

- Free Estimates
- Maintenance Plans
- Quality Pricing

- SameDay Service
- All Makes and Models
- Excellent Service

Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!

850-510-0140

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Loretta Lynn 
Barfield, is desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

THE VINTAGE GARDEN
Located at 268 Floyd Gray Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on March 21, 2024
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Ticketsavailable at the door

Sponsored by : SHS Alumni

SopchoppyOpry.com

An Evening of  Country & Bluegrass Gospel Music
Come Early and Dine in the Opry Café
Call (850) 962-3711 for Tickets $15

PRESENTS: 

Saturday, March 30 • 7 p.m.
Historic Sopchoppy High School Auditorium

WAYNE MARTIN 
& COUNTRY GOLD

Rachel McClure

The Dusty Gravelers

Half Mile Rise performing at Palaver Tree on Saturday.

Shriners along the parade route. Face painting. Lion Shirley Howard.

CJ Beech and The Dead Men

PINE TREE MUSIC FESTIVAL HELD

Crawfordville Lions Club St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival

Jeeps in the parade down Crawford-
ville Highway; at right, a leprechaun 

from Eden Springs in the parade. 

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN



Page 14 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, March 21, 2024 www.thewakullasun.com

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Joe Bodiford, the de-
fense attorney for Stuart 
Mauney, who faces a 
charge of murder, filed 
a motion with the court 
to withdraw representa-
tion – saying there was a 
conflict between him and 
Mauney. Citing client 
confidentiality, Bodiford 
did not disclose the na-
ture of the conflict, but 
said he could no longer 
represent Mauney.

At a hearing on March 
6 before Wakulla Cir-
cuit Judge Layne Smith, 
Mauney said he had no 
money left to hire an 
attorney and that Bodi-
ford’s withdrawal would 
be a hardship. At the 
same time, Mauney also 
complained to the court 

about Bodiford, saying 
the lawyer did not com-
municate with him or 
respond to messages.

Mauney had been set 
to go to trial on sec-
ond-degree  murder 
charges on April 15. If 
convicted, he could face 
life in prison.

Judge Smith granted 
the attorney’s motion 
to withdraw and set a 
hearing date in April to 
see if Mauney has hired 
private counsel or wish-
es to apply for a public 
defender.

Mauney was charged 
in February 2022 with 
the December 2021 
murder of a man in the 
Purify Bay Road area.

Mauney was released 
on $500,000 bond.

The victim’s family in-
voked Marsy’s Law, the 

constitutional amend-
ment intended to protect 
crime victims, so the 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office never released 
the victim’s name.

The Wakulla Sun 
searched obituaries 
from the time of the 
death and identified the 
murder victim as Tim-

othy Wayne Blyth, 52, 
who was killed while 
scouting a hunting area 
on refuge lands. He was 
a U.S. Marine veteran 
who served two tours 
overseas and received 
numerous medals.

According to the arrest 
report, witnesses report-
ed Mauney in the area 
with his two standard 
Poodles and described 
him as argumentative. 
He got into an argu-
ment as he was walking 
down the road with his 
dogs after one person 
suggested he wear or-
ange because there was 
a mobility hunt going 
on. At the kiosk where 
hunters note their deer 
harvests, Mauney got 
into an argument with 
a man matching Blyth’s 
description. 

The sheriff’s office re-
ceived a 911 call after a 
man driving on Purify 
Bay Road found a body 
in the road. The victim 
had been shot multiple 
times.

Mauney’s poodles 
were running around the 
site loose when deputies 
arrived. Mauney’s wife 
arrived and collected the 
dogs. She reportedly told 
deputies the dogs had 
escaped from their Jack 
Crum Road home about 
a mile away and that her 
husband had not been 
at the location.

After developing leads, 
detectives searched 
Mauney’s home and 
found bloodstained 
boots that matched 
prints at the scene, as 
well as bloodstained 
jeans. The tire tracks 

of Mauney’s Ford F150 
matched tire tracks at 
the scene.

But a 9mm hand-
gun Mauney reportedly 
owned was missing from 
the home.

At the crime scene, 
officers found four 9mm 
spent casings and the 
victim’s phone about 
40 yards away from the 
body. The last photo on 
the victim’s phone was 
of Mauney’s F150 show-
ing the tag.

Back in October, 
Mauney asked the court 
if his bow and arrows 
could be returned to him 
so that he could hunt 
during bow season. (As 
a condition of bond, he 
is not allowed to possess 
a gun.) Judge Smith de-
nied the request.

Lawyer withdraws in murder case

Stuart Mauney

13th 
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APRIL 6TH AT 3Y RANCH
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SALT ROCK

5:30 - 10PM

Contact Heather for tickets
info@wakullacountychamber.com

850-926-1848
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By KEITH ANDERSON
Baseball Coach

The War Eagles trav-
eled to Brookwood in 
Thomasville on Thurs-
day March 15. The War 
Eagles won the 5 inning 
affair 15-0 to improve to 
7-1 on the season and 
are currently ranked No. 
7 in the 4A state poll. 

Leaston Spears was 
the starter and received 
the win going 2 2/3 in-

nings striking out two 
in his shutout perfor-
mance. Josiah Pierini 
led the offense with 2 
hits and 3 RBIs. 

Joe Reyes had a 3 
RBI day adding a sin-
gle. Brady Crum had a 
2 run double off the top 
of the left center wall.  
Will Chipman also had a 
double off the right field 
wall. Gavin Gautreau 
added a double and an 
RBI. Parker Lawhon had 
a triple. Owen Klees had 
a single with an RBI. 

On Friday, March 15, 
the War Eagles hosted 
district rival Suwannee 
County. It was a show-
down of the No. 7 and 
No. 8 ranked 4A teams 
in the state. The War Ea-
gles did not disappoint 

with a 7-0 shutout. 
Three War Eagles 

combined in the 1 hit-
ter. Starter Gavin Estep 
threw 3 and a third 
innings striking out 4 
getting the win. Jesse 
Nazworth came in the 
game in a huge spot to 
stop a bulldog rally with 
men in scoring position 
striking out the two bat-
ters in that inning. Will 
Chipman came on in the 
7th to strike out the side 
to secure the victory.

Parker Lawhon, Ha-
den Klees, and Sam 
Bruce had multiple 
hits an accounted for 4 
RBIs and 3 runs scored.  
Brady Crum, Owen 
Klees, and Gavin Estep 
all had a hit a piece. 

War Eagles are 8-1
BASEBALL




