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First Lady Visits

First Lady Casey DeSantis visited the Wakulla Senior center during a food share

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

First Lady Casey De-
Santis paid a visit to the
Wakulla Senior Center
on Wednesday, during a
food giveaway put on by
Wakulla Giving Hands.

This visit comes as
part of DeSantis’ Hope
Florida initiative, which
seeks to bolster the pros-
perity of Floridians and
promote community col-
laboration, through the
Hope Florida Fund. The
fund, which is entirely
paid for by Florida’s pri-
vate sector, enables the
state government the
ability to easily award
money to nonprofits
across the state, such as
the $20,000 that Wakul-
la Giving Hands was
awarded at the event.

“Thanks to the gen-
erosity of the private

Carson Falk, fisherman

The Panacea native is making a name for himself at Bassmaster tournaments

Staff Report

FACEBOOK

sector, we have the op-
portunity through the
Hope Florida Fund to
support nonprofits that

the Governor’s office.
“It was heartwarming to
meet with Wakulla Giv-

Turn to Page 3

are making a difference
in their communities,”
said First Lady DeSantis
in a news release from

Carson Falk of Panacea
is having success in bass
fishing tournaments. Falk
and fishing partner Trey
Blackmon III recently fin-
ished second in the 2024
Strike King Bassmaster
High School Classic.

Competitors qualified
for the High School Classic
by placing first or second
in one of four Strike King
Bassmaster High School
tournaments last year
or by winning the 2023

Bassmaster High School

Series or Bassmaster Ju-§
nior Series championship

tournaments.

In April of 2023, Falk
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Carson Falk being interviwed after he and teammate Trey Blackmon III finished second in
the prestigious High School Bassmaster Classic in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

CANDIDATE ANNOUNCEMENT

Valerie Russell announces candidacy

She seeks District 3 seat on the Wakulla county commission

By VALERIE RUSSELL
Candidate

After much prayer and
careful consideration, I
have filed to run for the
Wakulla County Com-
mission District 3 Seat.
This decision did not
come lightly nor with-
out second thoughts.
However, when consid-
ering this decision, a
question once posed
by Ronald Reagan kept
racing through my mind:
“Are you better off now
than you were four years
ago?”

Quite frankly, the an-
swer is a resounding no
for the majority of the
residents of Wakulla
County. Multiple coun-
ty commission-imposed
taxes and assessments
were increased since the
2020 election; our local
roadways are choked
with traffic; local in-
frastructure has been
pushed towards despair,

T

Valerie Russell

The Wakulla Sun
offers candidates
the opportunity
to announce their
candidacy, and tell
u ters the issues that
are important to them.

resulting in untreated
sewage being released
directly into our local
environment and discol-
ored water flowing from
our home faucets far
too often; and our local
youth are being ham-
pered by overcrowded
recreational facilities,
while their parents are
scrounging to pay the
fees required for their
children to participate.
I sincerely love Wakul-
la County and I'm truly
disheartened by the di-
rection that it is head-
ing. Wakulla County
has been a cornerstone

| in my life. I'm extremely

Turn to Page 9

Donnie Crum,

former Wakulla
sheriff, dies

From Wakulla Sheriff’s Office

Former Wakulla County Sheriff Donnie Crum
died Tuesday, March 26 at home with his family.

Donnie Crum was born and raised in Wakulla
County and began his
law enforcement ca-
reer in 1973 with the
Sheriff’'s Auxiliary. He
then spent the next 35
years diligently work-
ing his way through
the ranks of the WCSO.
He worked as a Special
Agent with the Florida
Department of Law En-
forcement in domestic
narcotic operations be-
tween 1985 and 1989
before returning home
to assume the position
of Major with WCSO. Later, he was promoted to
Undersheriff. The pinnacle of his career came when
he was appointed as the Wakulla County Sheriff
twice: the first in 2008 as Interim Sheriff by former
Gov. Charlie Crist and then as Sheriff by former
Gov. Rick Scott in 2011. Crum served in this role
until his retirement in 2013.

Crum attended the Florida Criminal Justice
Executive Institute. He was a proud member of
the Florida Sheriff’s Association, the Florida In-
telligence Unit, and a founding member of the ex-
tremely successful Big Bend Narcotics Task Force.
Over the course of 38 years, he worked undercover
with local, state, and federal agencies, including the
Florida Marine Patrol, the U.S. Coast Guard, the
Drug Enforcement Agency, and the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, which resulted in the seizure of drugs and
money totaling millions of dollars. These operations
led to the prosecution of hundreds of offenders
and contributed to his lifelong and decorated law

Turn to Page 3
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Donnie Crum

Governor signs
bill changing
name of TCC

On July 1, school will be renamed
as Tallahassee State College

From TCC

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis signed Senate
Bill 522 into law on Wednesday, March 27,, re-
naming Tallahassee Community College as Talla-
hassee State College effective July 1. A group of
TCC leaders were invited to attend, including TCC
President Jim Murdaugh, Trustees Eugene Lamb
Jr., Frank Messersmith, Karen B. Moore, Monte
Stevens, and Charlie Ward Jr., Vice President and
Chief of Staff Candice Grause, and Student Body
President Jullion Griffin. They were joined by SB
522 sponsor Sen. Corey Simon and Sue Dick,
President and CEO of the Tallahassee Chamber
of Commerce.

“This college does an outstanding job preparing
students for success,” said Gov. DeSantis. “Florida
is proud to be home to the nation’s finest educa-
tion system.”

TCC opened as Tallahassee Junior College in
1966. The name was changed to Tallahassee Com-
munity College in 1970 to reflect its community

Turn to Page 5

Gov. Ron DeSantis at the bill-signing ceremony for the
school to be known as Tallahassee State College.
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Student of the Week

Trenidy Resor — 11th grader at Wakulla High

Principal: Michele Falk

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Trenidy
Resor is Wakulla High School’s Student of the Week.
Trenidy is a Junior at Wakulla High School and the
daughter of Angela and Jesse Cook. Trenidy is an
outstanding War Eagle! She is an integral member of
Wakulla High School’s Theater Troup 5036. She recent-
ly received Superior for at State for her set design of
Finding Nemo and a nomination for Best Actor. Krissy
Sanchez, Trenidy’s favorite teacher, says “Trenidy is ex-
tremely helpful and always willing to volunteer to help
her teachers and fellow students. She always gives her
best work and does everything with a positive attitude.
She shows up early and stays late and overcomes every
obstacle thrown her way” Wakulla High School is
proud to have Trenidy Resor represent them as a truly
exceptional student.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A
DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK.

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Woolly pipevine

HOUSE SAVE

SANDY TEDDER

Woolly pipevine (Aristolochia tomentosa), or

¥ Woolly Dutchman’s pipe, is one of many vines

in this family with flowers resembling pipes
once smoked in the Netherlands. The intriguing
S-shaped, yellowish-green flowers have a strong
scent that attracts pollinating flies. This decid-
uous, woody climbing vine feeds the caterpil-
lars of pipevine swallowtail butterflies. The large
heart-shaped leaves, young stems, and flowers
are hairy. This fast-growing, twining vine pre-
fers moist, well-drained soil in full to part sun.

' Sought for butterfly gardens, this vine also can

provide dense cover for a sun porch. In the wild,
woolly pipevine grows along stream banks and
in bottomlands in panhandle counties west of
Wakulla. Now endangered, obtain only from
reputable native nurseries. Planted last fall,
two woolly pipevines in flower are climbing pine
trees in Sopchoppy Depot Park.
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Man found not guilty in arson, animal cruelty case

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

A six-person jury re-
turned a not guilty ver-
dict against a Crawford-
ville man who had been
charged with burning
his girlfriend’s house
down and killing a pup-
py.
Bobby Joe Sampson
Jr. was found not guilty
of arson and aggravated
animal cruelty after a
one-day trial on Tues-
day, March 19.

Testimony at the trial
indicated that Samp-

son was angry that a
9-month old puppy had
chewed his headphones
and continued to com-
plain about it to his
girlfriend, Tina Sanders,
until she finally told him
to get out of the house.

He left the house that
day, Aug. 26, 2021 and
his GPS monitor he was
wearing for a criminal
charge of failure to reg-
ister as a sex offender
tracked him leaving
the house at 7:25 p.m.,
coming back at 8:01
p.-m., then leaving again
at 8:34.

Bobb-y Joe Sampsén Jr.

A few minutes lat-
er, Sanders and some
friends returned to the
home and found it on

fire. A call to 911 came
in at 8:42.

The puppy was found
dead in the home from
injuries from the fire.

The state fire mar-
shal’s office determined
the fire was purposefully
set in the bedroom. But
the investigation did not
find an accelerant like
gasoline.

Sampson elected not
to testify in his own de-
fense at his trial.

Defense attorney
Manny Garcia was obvi-
ously effective at casting
doubt in jurors’ minds

— questioning whether
someone else had set the
fire, including Sanders
herself.

Wakulla Chief Pros-
ecutor Andrew Deneen,
in his closing, ques-
tioned that logic, noting
that Sanders lost every-
thing in the fire and was
homeless for a period
after the fire.

The jury deliberated
for about an hour before
returning a verdict find-
ing Sampson not guilty
of arson and animal
cruelty.

In addition to the

pending criminal charge
in Wakulla for failure
to register as a sex of-
fender, Sampson was
sentenced in May 2022
in Holmes County for
perjury and sentenced
to S years of probation.
Sampson’s criminal
history includes charges
in Holmes in 2011 for
procuring for prostiti-
tion a person under 12
years old for which he
was adjudicated guilty;
and a case in 2018 for
failure to register as a
sex offender and was
adjudicated guilty.

Huge crowd visits
Panacea for Oyster

& Brewfest

A big crowd converged on Panacea
and Woolley Park on Saturday for the
annual Oyster & Brewfest, a fundraiser
for Waterfronts Panacea that helps pay
for local projects like activities for local
kids. One local official, at the entrance
to the park to collect signatures for
petitions, said he had been there for
nearly two hours and seen thousands
of people pass by - but only recognized
a handful from Wakulla. “That’s good,
the official said, noting that out-of-
town visitors were coming to spend
their money. The event was hugely suc-
cessful. (Photo by William Snowden)

First Lady wvisits

From Front Page

ing Hands today and
volunteer alongside
them as they serve Flor-
ida Seniors.”

The Senior Center
has been partnering
with Wakulla Giving
Hands for the last two
months; coordinating
food shares at the se-
nior center every oth-
er Wednesday. Giving
Hands obtains food from
local sources, including

fresh fruit, vegetables,
and meat, and with the
help of the senior cen-
ter distributes food to
seniors in need.

“We see on average
probably 100 to 175
people right now,” said
Senior Center Director
Lara Edwards. “And
it’s growing. This is our
fourth Wednesday...
and we’re just seeing
the numbers grow and
grow.”

Wakulla Giving

Hands also does other
food shares around the
community, and has
recently begun to de-
liver food to those who
are unable to make it to
the food share events,
providing for 500 people
each week, according
to a post made on the
Wakulla Giving Hands
Facebook page.

On Friday, people
from Giving Hands trav-
eled to Tallahassee Me-
morial Healthcare to
hand out Easter baskets
to the patients in the
Children’s Center. The

baskets included toys
and activities to help
the patients feel more
comfortable during their
stay.

“With the support of
our community and do-
nations like yours, pa-
tients and families can
still experience some
normalcy while in the
hospital on holidays,”
says Zoe Zablocki, Child
Life Specialist at TMH,
in an email that Wakulla
Giving Hands posted to
the group’s Facebook

page.

Carson Falk

From Front Page

and Blackmon were able
to weigh a five-bass limit
of 25 pounds, 3 ounces
to best a huge field of tal-
ented high school anglers
at the 2023 Strike King
Bassmaster High School
Series at Chickamauga
Lake presented by Acad-
emy Sports + Outdoors.
As reported by Bass-
masters, “Although it
was an eight-hour drive
from the Tallahassee,
Fla., area, the pair was
able to find water that

Carson Falk and Trey Blackmon s

looked and fished similar-
ly to Lake Seminole, their
home lake.

“We started off on a
bed fish this morning that
we figured was around
4 1/2 pounds but we
eventually had to leave
it,” said 15-year-old Falk.
“We stayed in the lower
portion of the lake all
day because it just set up
perfectly for what we’re
best at. It had clear water,
stumps and grass which
is a perfect combination.”

During practice, Falk
and Blackmon used large

o,
4/

how their catch at the tournament.

swimbaits like the Mega-
bass Magdraft and Bass
Mafia Daingerous. The
big bass would follow
the swimbaits out of the
grass and as soon as the
bass showed themselves,
the anglers would quickly
get the swimbaits back
into the boat and mark
a GPS waypoint in order
to return on tournament
day.

“They were eating big
crappie while also spawn-
ing on those grass flats,”
Falk said. “We used your
typical grass baits such
as bladed jigs to catch the
fish that previously fol-
lowed our big baits. The
conditions lined up per-

Donnie Crum

From Front Page

enforcement career.
Sheriff Crum dedi-
cated almost 40 years
to serving the citizens of
Wakulla County. Sher-

iff Crum’s leadership
during that time period
helped guide and trans-
form WCSO into the
modern and profession-
al organization that it is
today.

Rest in Peace Sheriff
Crum, thank you for
your dedicated service,
we have the watch from
here.

A celebration of life
was held Saturday,
March 30th, at Sopchop-
py Southern Baptist.

fectly and we were able
to fish with our favorite
baits and had a blast.

Falk’s mother, Laurie
Falk, posted on Face-
book: “We are so proud
over their 2nd place finish
in this prestigious tour-
nament! There were only
8 teams who qualified,
and not only are we proud
of how they placed, but
we are also so proud to
be representing Tallahas-
see’s Capital City Bass
Hunters and Wakulla
County. This was a sur-
real experience for us all.

Thank you BASS High
School and Glenn Cale
for giving these kids from
all over the country this
experience. Thank you
Brent for being their Cap-
tain and a mentor to these
two! You three make a
great team! Thank you to
all of the family who made
the trip to support these
boys. We had quite the
cheering section! Thank
you to their sponsors for
everything!”

Sun reporter told
to leave event

Staff Report

A Wakulla Sun reporter was told the leave the
visit by First Lady Casey DeSantis to the Wakul-
la Senior Center, despite being invited by senior

center staff.

Legion Taylor, the reporter, was approached by a
woman who identified herself as being on the First
Lady’s staff and told he could not attend the visit.

“This is a closed event,” the staffer said, and said
photos and information would be sent to the Sun
about the event. (It was not.)

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla

Sun provides this Public Notice Section for

all Public Notices not published in the Legal
Notice section of the newspaper.

FLORIDA

\J] PUBLIC NOTICES

RIDAPUBLICNOTICES.COM

EVENT:
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

5:45 pm

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF WAKULLA
COUNTY ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING:

School Board Meeting
Monday, April 15, 2024

School Board Room, 69 Arran
Road, Crawfordville, Florida

PURPOSE: Monthly School Board Meeting

For further information please contact:
Superintendent’s Office
Wakulla County Schools

Post Office Box 100, 69 Arran Rd
Crawfordville, Florida 32326
850-926-0065

April 4,2024

ALLSTATE

Tallahassee, FL 32303.

CONSTRUCTION, INC,
Building Quiality for Life

INVITATION TO BID
Allstate Construction, Inc.
(CGC1518758), the Construction
Manager, will receive sealed bid proposals from pre-qualified
subcontractors for Wakulla Shadeville Elementary HVAC,
Crawfordyville, Florida, for the following work:

23A - Chiller Equipment

Subcontractor Bid proposals will be received until 2:00 pm Eastern
Time on April 18, 2024, at Allstate Construction, Inc., 5718 Tower Road,

Bid Proposal documents are available from Allstate Construction, Inc.
Email: jwright@allstateconstruction.com Phone: 850-514-1004

Allstate Construction, Inc. reserves the right to waive any irregularities
and/or reject any and all Bid Proposals.

April 4,11, 2024
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-

of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
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Youth speak out against tobacco

Students Working Against Tobacco gives youth the tools they need to help reduce the tobacco industry’s influence and advocate for change

By MADELYN WAYNICK
SWAT President

The need for youth to speak
up and make their voices heard
about the issues they care about
is as important as ever, which is
why one student-led organiza-
tion in Florida is leading the way
in the fight against the tobacco
industry and the addictive prod-
ucts that target youth.

Students Working Against To-
bacco (SWAT) is a statewide youth
organization focused on educat-
ing, empowering, and mobilizing
Florida youth to revolt against
and de-glamorize Big Tobacco. As
a member of the Wakulla County
SWAT chapter, I believe SWAT is
an important cause more youth
should get involved in. SWAT can
help youth, or even adults, stop
tobacco use by explaining the
cons of tobacco use, SWAT can
teach youth about how tobacco
is bad, and allows youth to share
personal experiences without
shame, overall, SWAT is a great
program for those looking to help
prevent other youth from tobac-
co use. Despite significant prog-

ress over the years, tobacco and
e-cigarette use is still prevalent,
and the tobacco industry’s antics
must be stopped. SWAT is work-
ing to change the social norms
associated with tobacco, includ-
ing e-cigarettes.

SWAT has been educating and
empowering youth and com-
munities since 1998. SWAT has
had several successful initiatives
throughout the years. ‘Not a Re-
placement’ was a statewide cam-
paign where thousands of youth
reminded tobacco companies that
they are unique individuals with
the potential to make a positive
impact on their community. ‘Not
a Lab Rat’ is the current state-

wide campaign that focuses on
the truth behind e-cigarettes and
how youth can stop the spread
of misinformation. Through such
initiatives, SWAT continues to
work toward changing the way
people think about tobacco, mak-
ing it less desirable, less accept-
able and less accessible.

My reason for joining SWAT
was clear. I joined SWAT because
I wanted to educate my fami-
ly who uses tobacco about the
health issues it can cause. My
second year, I wanted to contin-
ue educating myself and others
about what tobacco can do to you
and your friends. Joining SWAT
helped me by finding the courage
to ask my family and friends to
stop vaping, without just saying,
“It’s bad for you.” I was, instead,
able to provide information to
them about how tobacco is bad
for them, and how it can serious-
ly affect their future.

In our community, the Wakul-
la County SWAT chapter helped
make a difference by spreading
our program around the county
to educate and encourage others
to help prevent tobacco use.

There is still work to be done to

protect our generation and future
generations from the tobacco in-
dustry. By working with peers,
students can create change that
will keep tobacco products out
of Wakulla County and improve
the health of our family, friends,
and community. SWAT is open
to all Florida youth in 6th-12th
grade. There is a SWAT chapter
in every county in Florida, and
some counties also have clubs
in schools and community or-
ganizations. In Wakulla County,
we have three current locations,
Wakulla High, Wakulla Middle,
and Riversprings Middle School.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about SWAT and how
youth can get involved, contact
Kandra Saracinaj, kandra.saraci-
naj@flhealth.gov, (850)888-6108,
or visit www.SWATFlorida.com.
I hope that in writing this, more
youth are inspired to stand up
and speak out against the tobac-
co industry by joining SWAT.

Madelyn Waynick is the presi-
dent of Students Working Against
Tobacco in Wakulla County.

On the Horizon

Calendar of events for the week of April 4

Thursday, April 4

« Rotary Club meets at TCC Wakulla at
8:30 a.m.

« Windows 10 training class will be held at
the Wakulla County Public Library from
9:30 a.m. to noon.

« The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will

be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in
Crawfordyville, every Thursday. There are
concessions and raffles.

» Gentle Yoga at 9 a.m. and Yin Yoga at 6
p-m. with Zoe every Thursday. Classes are
$12, at New Posh on 3079 Crawfordville
Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.com
or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30
p.m. every Thursday at the American
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, April 5

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon
and 8 p.m. every Friday at the American
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, April 6

 Chamber of Commerce’s 13th annu-

al Low Country Boil will be held at 3Y
Ranch from 5:30 to 10 p.m.

o The Panacea Community Garden Farm-
er’s Market will be held from 9 a.m. to 12
noon in Panacea.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30
p.m. every Saturday at the American Le-
gion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

« The Wakulla Caregiver Support Group
will meet at the Wakulla County Public
Library at 10 a.m. every Saturday.

« Petal Wings and the Wakulla County
Garden Club are hosting a plant swap at
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Petal Wings, 2126 Sopchoppy Hwy. in
Sopchoppy, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Monday, April 8

o The Wakulla Planning Commission
meets at 6 p.m. in the commission cham-
bers.

« The Sopchoppy City Commission meets
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

o Crawfordville Woman’s Club monthly
meeting is the second Monday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at 64 Ochlockonee St.,
in Crawfordville. Call (850)566-5727 for
more information.

« Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 9:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m.
and 8 p.m. at the American Legion, 54
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, April 9

« Wakulla County Historical Society’s 7th

annual Show & Tell will be Tuesday, April
9, at 4:30 p.m. at the Wakulla County
Public Library.

« Sopchoppy community dinner is held
every week at the Towles House at 6:30
p.m.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30
p.m. at the American Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

* Yoga with Nellie, Restorative yoga at 9:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Classes are $12, packages
available at New Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, April 10

o A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the
Wakulla Senior Center every Wednesday.
« Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at the
American Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

« Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, every
Wednesday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Community
Center. Bring a mat. Come early to sign
in. Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2
per class.

Your local
source for
news.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https:/ /floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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< Question of The Week >
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Polled at the Crawfordville Qu1ck Stop:

ROLLER MATHIS

‘What was your favorite food ~
that you had on Easter Sunday? ~ -

o~

VANESSA @ INER

- Compiled by Lynda Kinsey
A 7 M 7

ROSS MONROE
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~“The baked Ham. -~ “The Easter honey “PDeviled eggs, my  “My homemade roastand - “W¢ were-in the ~
My husband makes glazed ham that my favorite side. My vegetables and bread. I middle of movlng here \
the ham Wlth _J_,’. dad mai;es 9 '_f/; Wlfe made them.” COOk lt real SIQW SO that it from Ta]lahassee thlS’
plneapple and he : ' 4 . justfalls apart. Isgreat " \eekend so'we just
’ for sandwiches.” ’ \
basted it with honey. / y / ; p . , had spaghetti. /
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Wakulla Station News

By VERNA BROCK

I hope everyone had a blessed Holy
Week and Easter. We all love the choc-
olate bunnies and Easter bonnets,
but the real message is even more
meaningful. How great the love of
our Creator, to provide a pathway to
reconciliation between us, Him, and
our world! The words of the great old
hymn, “I love to tell the story, for those
who know it best, are hungering and
thirsting, to hear it like the rest!” have
never been more true.

The teams of students from Wakul-

la County who traveled to Orlando to
compete in the state Odyssey of the
Mind challenge all made strong show-
ings. None of our contestants made
it to the World Trials, but you can be
proud of their accomplishments.

I am heartily tired of dealing with
the bountiful supplies of oak and pine
pollen. My sinuses are about ready
to cry “Uncle!” and give up the ghost.
Hopefully, we’re at the tail end of al-
lergy season, at least for a little while.
Meanwhile, flowers wild, and domes-
tic, are blooming prettily along our
byways. The ditches are full of lillies,

and the woods are full of wild Cher-
okee roses, dogwood and tung tree
blossoms, as well as stalks of wild
purple salvia.

My daffodils, tulips, and California
poppies are springing up, and my ros-
es are beginning to put on a show. My
fingers are itching to dig some dirt and
plant some annuals. If only my sinus-
es would settle down...

On several occasions over the past
few weeks, I have spotted a Bald Ea-
gle traversing Woodville Highway. He
has found fresh carrion upon which to
feast, and seems to like flying over the
roadway to gain altitude. Keep your
eyes peeled. He is a majestic sight.

Meanwhile, back on terra fir-

are on the move. Beware of errant
bears, deer, squirrels, raccoons, and
possums wandering into traffic. No
doubt, brother Eagle and his Buzzard
cousins appreciate your offerings, but
that can sure play havoc with your
fenders!

I am happy to report Clem Bunker
continues to do well with her rehab,
as does Ms. Norma Woodcock. Thel-
ma Watts covets our prayers , as does
Jimmy Gainey. Please keep Deborah
Giles in your prayers also. Please hold
the families of the men lost to the
destruction of the Francis Scott Key
Bridge in Baltimore close in prayer
too.

ma, critters of all shapes and sizes

Sherift’s Report

This report is for ac-
tivities March 22-28:

FRIDAY, MARCH 22

e Paula Fluty report-
ed being scammed out
of $800. Fluty paid a
suspect money upfront
for repairs on her camp-
er. The work has never
been done, nor has the
suspect returned her
money. This case has
been sent to detectives
for further investiga-
tion. Deputy Dakota
Haddock investigated.

e Susan Jones of
Blue Water Realty re-
ported the theft of her
signs. Jones stated six
realty signs were sto-
len from behind her of-
fice. Jones valued the
signs and materials at
$3,600. This case has
been sent to detectives
for further investiga-
tion. Deputy Payden
Surrette investigated.

* Deputy Don New-
some and Austin Rivers
were at Dux’s conduct-

ing a security check,
when they detected
the odor of marijuana
coming from a vehicle.
The passenger, Dennis
Rosier, was observed
attempting to  hide
something under the
seat. Rosier then exit-
ed the vehicle and fled
the scene on foot. After
a short foot pursuit,
Rosier was apprehend-
ed. It was discovered
he was in possession of
crack cocaine, powder
cocaine and marijua-
na. Rosier was placed
under arrest and trans-
ported to the Wakulla
County Jail.

e Deputy Nick Gray
conducted a traffic
stop on Bloxham Cut-
off and Spring Creek
Highway. The driver,
Sharon Johnson, was
determined to be in-
toxicated and placed
under arrest. Johnson
was transported to the
Wakulla County Jail.

SUNDAY, MARCH 24

e Ryan Laird no-
ticed damages to the
historic houses at the
end of Zion Road. Fur-
ther investigation re-
vealed the windows had
been busted out of the
homes. Crime Scene re-
sponded and processed
the scene to assist with
the investigation. This
case has been sent to
detectives for further
investigation. Deputy
Zac Monroe responded.

MONDAY, MARCH 25

* Deputies respond-
ed Stephens-Donald-
son Road in reference
to an unknown black
male in the com-
plainant’s house. Upon
arrival, deputies locat-
ed Jeremy Williams ex-
iting from the rear of
the residence. Williams
was taken into custody
and placed in the patrol
vehicle. Deputy Wil-
liam Montgomery made
contact with the com-
plainant, Bryan O’Con-
nor, who said he was in
his shed when he heard

a loud noise coming
from inside the resi-
dence. O’Connor stat-
ed when he entered the
residence, he observed
a unknown black male
hitting the window
seal with a pool cue.
O’Connor asked the
guy why he was in his
house and said the un-
known male respond-
ed by coming towards
him with the pool cue.
O’Connor said that is
when he retreated to
the shed and called the
sheriff’s office. Williams
was transported to the
Wakulla County jail
without incident.

TUESDAY, MARCH 26

e Karen Ann Ward
reported  writing a
check to Wakulla Giv-
ing Hands for $500.
After mailing the check
from her home mail-
box. Ward’s neighbor
told her she found the
contents of the enve-
lope (minus the check)
in her front yard. After
making contact with
Wakulla Giving Hands,

1cC

From Front Page

orientation and involve-
ment. Now in its 57th
year, the College is one
of the top-ranked two-
year institutions in the
nation, having earned
prestigious recognitions
from organizations like
the Aspen Institute,
the American Associ-
ation of Community
Colleges, and Achieving
the Dream. The College
is recognized as the
top transfer institution
to both Florida State
University and Florida
Agricultural and Me-
chanical University.

“We are so grateful to
the governor for taking
the time to mark this
significant occasion
with us,” said Dr. Jim
Murdaugh. “The new
name reflects who we
are as an institution,
better recognizing our
institutional status and
impact. We look for-
ward to moving into the
future together as Tal-
lahassee State College.”

The College hired
Pace Branding and Mar-
keting (Boca Raton and
New York) for consulting
services to rebrand the
institution. After con-
ducting focus groups,

FOLLOW THE SUN.

town hall meetings,
individual interviews,
and online surveys of
students, faculty and
staff, alumni, and com-
munity members, Pace
recommended three op-
tions for a new name
to the District Board
of Trustees (DBOT) in
November 2023. DBOT

Geru[o[ Brown P[Lo{:ogcvlika

members unanimously
selected Tallahassee
State College. Senator
Corey Simon (R-District
3) filed SB 522 on Nov.
17, 2023, and Rep. Ja-
son Shoaf (R-District 7)
filed the companion bill,
HB 501, in the House,
allowing for the name
change.

waBdwaqu;

it was determined the
check was never re-
ceived by the agency.
Capital City Bank ad-
vised Ward that the
check had been cashed
and to contact the sher-
iff’s office. This case
has been forwarded to
detectives for further
investigation. Deputy
Kendrick Gavin inves-
tigated.

* Deputy James Wil-
liams responded to
Gavin Road, in refer-
ence to a possible fire
complaint. Upon arriv-
al Wakulla Fire & EMS
were already on scene.
Deputy Williams made
contact with Fairystine
Randolph, who said as
she started cooking,
she noticed smoke com-
ing from behind a cab-
inet on the wall. Ran-
dolph advised when she
couldn’t get it to stop
smoking, she called the
Fire Department. No
foul play is suspected
in the cause of the fire.
The damage was esti-
mated at $1,500.

WEDNESDAY,

MARCH 27

* Two unknown sub-
jects passed the last
point of sale in Walmart
without paying for
items in their posses-
sion. The merchandise
had an approximate
value of $730. This case
has been forwarded to
detectives for further
investigation. Deputy
Nick Gray investigated.

THURSDAY,
MARCH 28

e Deputy Don New-
some responded to the
front lobby in reference
to a fraud report. Me-
lissa Roberts report-
ed there were several
fraudulent bank trans-
actions on her bank
account totaling over
$1,000. This case has
been sent to detectives
for further investiga-
tion.

Please report suspi-
cious or illegal activity
at 850-745-7100, or
call 911 for emergen-
cies.

BRIAN C.

Financial Products
/ Services

Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers

ChFC’

HIGHEST STANDARD
OF KNOWLEDGE & TRUST

Chartered
Financial Consultant®

ENGLISH

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

401(k) Rollovers

926-7487

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring

CASL

® specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

SIPC. Guardian, its s, agents and employ

with the Florida Retirement S\s(em

Securities products and ulusor\ services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA,
i s do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affiliated
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BAIL BONDS

850-926-2299

Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3039 Crawfordville Highway DOWNTOWN CRAWFORDVILLE
www.wakullabailbonds.com
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HOME ON THE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

What? Gun store eti-
quette? Does this mean
you extend your pin-
ky finger when you’re
handed a gun? Sheesh.
Aren’t we going a little
too far with this eti-
quette thing?

No.

It’s not that Ann
Landers is watching
you as you enter your
favorite gun shop, but
guidelines for gun store
behavior are for your
safety, the safety of
people at the store, and
to help the store owner
from acquiring (new)
gray hairs.

Do you notice that
the person behind the
counter always dumps
the magazine, racks
the slide, and peers
into the chamber be-
fore he or she hands
you the gun? They do
this right in front of
you, so you can see too.
This is to demonstrate
that the gun is indeed
unloaded.

Yep. Looks unloaded
to you. So, when he
passes the gun to you,
what should you do?

First, you’ll remem-
ber to point the gun
in a safe direction; not
at any person. Yes,
the sales person has
demonstrated the
gun is unloaded. But
whether you’re at the
range or anywhere else,
point the gun in a safe
direction. It becomes
a good habit. It’s like
extending your pinkie

Gun store etiquette

when holding a tea cup,
right?

What will you do
next?

The gun has settled
between your thumb
and forefinger (your
thweb). Now that the
gun is comfortably
in your thweb, you’ll
want to point the gun
in that safe direction
(always) and look down
the sights. Do you like
little white dots, big
fat white dots, colorful
fiber optics, or tritium
sights? And what about
those red dot sights or
the new green red dot
sights?

Ah, and how hard is

it to pull the trigger?

Stop! Stop!

You wouldn’t be hold-
ing a .22, .22 Magnum
or a 17 HMR handgun,
would you? These and
any rimfire guns can-
not be dry-fired. You
could break the firing
pin by doing so.

Center fired guns
are different. You can
usually dry-fire a cen-
ter fired gun, like a
9mm, a .40 or a .45
caliber handgun. It
doesn’t hurt, even when
dry-firing a center fired
handgun, to ask the
salesperson if it is all
right to do so. Mama
brought you up with
good manners.

And now you want
to see how easy it is to
fieldstrip this new gun.
Stop! Stop!

In most cases, store
personnel do not want
you to perform any
fieldstripping. Why?
Well, often, when you’re
reassembling the gun,
an ejector is sticking
upright in the path of
the slide. Push hard
enough to get the slide
back in position and
you may break the ejec-
tor. Allowing prospec-
tive buyers to fieldstrip
a gun may result in
costly repairs.

When you consider

HAWKSBILL SEA TURTLE

(Eretmochelys imbricata)
Reaching about 150 pounds as an adult, this turtle

prefers to be in costal waters where it can easily
find its favorite food, sponges. It's omnivorous and
will also eat mollusks, jellyfish, fish, shellfish and
algae. When they are young their shell is heart
shaped but as they grow it becomes oval. The

pattern on their

carapaces is made from over

lapping bony plates. Unfortunately these turtles are
still being killed for their shell and eggs. They have
become critically endangered, mostly due the

activity of humans.

Eukaryria, Anamalia, Cﬁordara, Reptilia, Testunid,

(‘L Laniid,

Leave Nothing

But Your Footprints

Yes, there’s some gun store etiquette.
But it’s not crooking your little finger!

ammunition, you’ll no-
tice more than one type
will fit in your prospec-
tive gun. For instance,
you’ve picked out a
9mm Sig Sauer. Do you
want the 115, 124 or
147-grain rounds?

You might feel like a
kid in a candy store and
want to check out each
one. Stop! Stop!

Don’t open the box-
es of ammunition. If
the box says 115-grain
9mm Luger then that’s
what’s in the box.
These different grained
rounds won’t have a
different appearance,
so why open the box?
And if you should pull
the flap and take out a
round, who is to know
that you'll return that
round into the same
place you found it?

Imagine what anxiety
you’d put the gun store
owner through if he had
to open each box to
ensure nobody played
switcharoo with each
round? Bottom line:
never open ammunition
boxes.

Planning on trad-
ing your handgun for
a new one? Just like
at a gun range, bring
your gun in a pouch
or its original package.
If you’re swinging a
“naked” gun, the other
38 people in the store
may hit the floor or
dash out the door. They
don’t know what you’re
planning. They only see
the gun in your hands.

Speaking of bringing
a gun into a gun store,
if you have a concealed
carry license, and are
carrying your holstered
gun under your shirt
or in a deep pocket,
that’s OK in almost any
Florida gun store. Just
make sure it’s well hid-
den so you don’t inad-
vertently cause a panic.

Remember the “Easy
Rider” rifle racks that
people used to carry
in the back windows
of their pickup trucks?
No more! A lot of people
are uneasy just to see a
gun. In Florida, it’s not
legal to show a “public
display of a firearm.”

So, if you bring your
unloaded gun to the
store, bring it a pouch/
package. When you
bring it in your car or
truck, put it in an un-
occupied area, like the
trunk if you don’t have
your concealed carry
license. Make sure it’s
not visible. Miss Man-
ners will be proud of
you. You’re showing
consideration for oth-
ers as well as carrying
legally.

Many people coming
to a gun store are real-
ly enthusiastic about
handguns. I'm pretty
interested myself. Like-
ly, the salesperson is
intrigued by them as
well and has a wealth
of knowledge.

What fun it is to meet
up with a person who
appreciates the mer-
its and differences be-
tween guns!

But, just like visiting
an antique store and
saying at great length
how your grandmother
had an antique rock-
ing chair similar to the

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

_A double-helpmg this week: Perry Dlssmore tookthe pho-.
2 to of the duck at the refuge, top, and Bob Thompson shot
P the roseatd spoonb‘iH at Wakulla Spnngs &

one on display, the an-
tique store guy could
probably care less. He
doesn’t want to know
about you have; he’s
interested in selling his
own wares.

The same is true
about gun store own-
ers. They don’t need to
hear about every gun
you own; they want to
sell their own guns.
They may be polite and
listen, but Miss Man-
ners is whispering in
your ear that they’re
chewing their hind leg
off to get away from
you.

Store personnel are
selling to you. They
are not selling to your
neighbor, who figures
you know more about
guns than he, so he
wants you to choose the
right gun for him.

Oh, sure, it’s flat-
tering that someone
thinks so highly of you.
But you can’t do it.

You cannot buy a
gun for another person.
You attest on the Fire-
arm Transition Record
Form 4473 that you are
not purchasing the gun
for someone else. That
person must come to
the store and fill out
the paperwork him-
self. Yes, you can relate
what you know about
any gun he might buy,
but he has to complete
that 4473 form.

Gun store etiquette
includes what is legal,
what is safe, and what
is considerate of others.

Oh, and when you’re
holding a gun, don’t
stick out your pin-
ky finger. You'll get a
much better hold if all
your fingers fit firmly
on the grip.

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.
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a peek into life on and under the water

Local writers share their experiences
, -
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Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports

By Carolyn Brown Treadon

The National Safe
Boating Council pro-
vides many great re-
sources.

f?? - . . { — l —
&= Boating Emergencies = B,

Auxiliary, check out
our website at www.us-
cgaux.net follow us on
FaceBook @ Apalachee

Underwater
Wakulla

By Rusty Miller

Enhanced certification.

Let’s look at how you can enhance your scuba
skills beyond your Open Water certification. Vari-

One important one is | Coast Guard Station Bay Flotilla 12 or con- ous agencies have different ideas on what you need
about using your engine . tact our Flotilla Com- | tofurther youre under water experience. The basic
cut of switcghs., Boats gand Panama CHY vvrvrssrssrssrssrssrssnis (850) 234-4228 mander Phil Hill at pnk- | progression from open water certification is to the
jet skis are equipped Coast Guard Station khill2000@yahoo.com advanced level.
with this safety feature | Yankeetown .o..ooeeeecseroisessrsssssesssones (352) 447-6900 The advanced certification gives you the opportu-
to help ensure the safe- Coast Guard Auxili If you would like to | nity to continue on with what you have learned from
ty of everyone on board. ary learn more about vessel | your open water cert. It may sound intimidating

It is typically a lan-
yard that can be clipped
to your life jacket or
worn around your wrist.

It is a very discon-
certing feeling to see
your boat speed away
from you after you have
fallen overboard. In ad-
dition, using the engine
cut-off switch reduces
the risk of a propeller
strike by stopping the
engine in the event the
operator falls overboard
or there is an emergen-
cy. It allows the opera-
tor to gain control of the

Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12) ..

(850) 942-7500
....................... (850) 284-1166

vessel more quickly.

Using the engine cut
off switch is also the
law!

Operators of rec-
reational vessels less
than 26 feet in length
are required to use an
engine cut-off switch
(ECOS) and associated
ECOS link (ECOSL) as
of April 1, 2021, as the
U.S. Coast Guard im-
plements a law passed

by Congress.

Do your part to help
make our waterways
safer for all!

Thanks to Sherrie,
we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no
accident!

Please contact us for
more information about
our safe boating classes
or learning more about
getting involved in the

safety checks, please
contact Steve Hults,
Staff Officer for Vessel
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed
civilian volunteer com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast
Guard and supports the
Coast Guard in nearly
all mission areas. The
Auxiliary was created
by Congress in 1939.
For more information,
please visit www.cgaux.
org.

FWC Law Enforcement Report

From FWC

This report represents
some events the FWC
handled March 8-14 in
the Northwest Region.
(No cases were reported
in Wakulla County)

FRANKLIN COUNTY

* Officers Hartzog
and T. Nelson observed
a recreational vessel
with two individuals on
board leaving from the
bank of the East River
with gear consistent
with wild hog hunting.
The officers stopped
the vessel to conduct
a resource and boat-
ing safety inspection.
During the inspection
the officers observed
the vessel displayed reg-
istration indicating it
was a homemade ves-
sel, but a contradict-
ing hull identification
number was attached
to the stern along with
a manufacturer’s decal
on the side. Through
further investigation,

it was determined the
vessel was recently pur-
chased and the previous
owner forged a vessel
builder’s statement and
committed title fraud.
The violations were cited
accordingly.

¢ Officers Hartzog and
Forbes observed a rec-
reational vessel on the
Carrabelle River with
two individuals who
were fishing. The offi-
cers stopped the vessel
to conduct a resource
and boating safety in-
spection. During the
inspection, the officers
observed the individu-
als to be in possession
of undersized red drum
and one of the individu-
als to be over his daily
bag limit. The violations
were cited accordingly.

e Officers Hartzog and
Forbes were conducting
a night water patrol on
Apalachicola Bay and
observed a commercial
vessel with one indi-
vidual on board who
was flounder gigging.
The officers stopped

the vessel to conduct
a resource and boating
safety inspection. The
individual was identi-
fied as a commercial
angler with extensive
history of resource vi-
olations. During the
inspection, the subject
was observed to be in
possession of multiple
undersized flounder.
The violations were cited
accordingly.

SANTA ROSA
COUNTY

* Officer Bower located
a sailboat that appeared
to be a derelict vessel. It
tilted to its side and had
washed ashore and was
grounded. The vessel did
not have a 360 white nav-
igation light displayed.
The owner was issued
a notification of rights
package and a notice to
appear citation for stor-
ing a derelict vessel upon
waters of the state and a
warning for vessel break-
ing anchor and a warning
for no navigational lights
present.

e Officers Bown and

Waters conducted a re-
source inspection on a
subject fishing with a
rod and reel. The subject
stated he had a valid
fishing license but did not
have it in his possession.
Upon investigation, the
officers confirmed he did
not have a fishing license
and had an active war-
rant. The officers placed
the subject under arrest
for his warrant and he
was transported to the
Santa Rosa County Jail.
The subject was cited
appropriately.

In the North Central
Region:

TAYLOR COUNTY

e Officers Rowe and
Edwards and Lt. Loyed
responded to an air-
boat accident at Keaton
Beach. The operator of
the airboat hit a stump
and made impact with a
palm tree causing four
occupants to be ejected
from the boat. Two sub-
jects were transported to
alocal hospital. The oper-
ator received a citation for
the navigation violation.

but it’s not, it gives you the opportunity to get more
diving and enhance your knowledge and skills.

For the advanced certification you are required to
be 15 years or older, open water certified / Jr. Open
water 10-14 accompanied by a parent or guardian.

In the advanced course you will be required to
make (6) dives, (3) required dives; (1) navigation
(use of a compass under water), (1) night dive, and
(1) deep dive (below 80 feet) not to exceed 130 feet.

Now the other (3) dives that are given (my
personal favorites); (1) boat diving, (1) intro in to
wreck diving (no penetration), and (1) Eco or un-
der water marine life observation. There are a few
more to choose from but I would like to touch on
the required dives.

The deep dive; that sounds scary but it’s not
if you are properly trained on what to look for as
you descend into the abyss. When you took your
open water I hope your instructor really focused
on the physics and physiological aspect of diving.
The physics help you deal with the pressures at
the various depths and the physiological deals with
your body’s reaction to those pressures at different
depths. When you’re dealing with 4-5 atmospheres
below it sounds scary but in all honesty you really
don’t notice any change in pressure (once you have
gone deeper than 70-80 feet your ears will generally
clear on their own), the thing you need to watch
for is the narcosis. The way I train my advance
students to keep most of the effects of narcosis
away is to do simple math problems once they get
past 60 feet.

Before you are aware of it you’re at 100-130 feet
and then you need to monitor your gas, bottom
time, and O2 levels (if you're using 32% Nitrox).
It’s that simple and fun especially if you go to PCB
and dive the Accokeek or the twin tugs, both are
in 110 feet of water.

You can also go diving on several of the bridge
spans that used to be the old Hathaway Bridge that
connected Panama City Beach to the mainland.
Several of those are in 80-100 feet of water.

Intro into wreck diving; this one is especially
fun because of the various types of wrecks that are
available in the Gulf around Panama City. With this
specialty you will have the opportunity to see the
parts of a large boat that is sitting at the bottom
of the ocean like you've not seen before. My advice
is to look online and go to one of the several dive
shops websites in PCB and go on the “Florida Pan-
handle Shipwreck Trail. It consists of 12 unique
shipwrecks along Florida’s Panhandle.

Until then leave nothing but bubbles.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999

This is a repeat of a column that originally
appeared in April 2022.
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Should we have warned our spouse at the altar?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Standing there be-
fore God and man, I
grasped my soon-to-be-
husband’s hands tight-
ly. “I need to confess
something, Bert. I ha-
ven’t quite mastered 1

Corinthians 13:5 yet.
So, maybe I'd be more
honest if [ said my vows
this way: ‘I, Sheryl, take
you, Bert, to be my hus-
band if you don’t insult
me, hurt my feelings, or
do anything to upset me
from this day forward,
until death do us part.”

Even though my re-
vised wedding vows
would have more hon-
estly revealed the wom-
an Bert was about to
spend the rest of his life
with, I didn’t actually
reword them almost 18
years ago. I have no
doubt, however, that he
would’ve appreciated the
warning.

This week we’re fo-
cusing on the third chal-
lenge in 1 Corinthians
13:5: “[Love] is not irrita-
ble” (ESV). The Amplified
Bible makes sure we get
the point. “It is not pro-
voked [nor overly sensi-
tive and easily angered].”

What?! Irritable?!
Overly sensitive?! Easi-
ly Angered?! Me?! When
do I ever act like that?!

But seriously, don’t
you hate it when your
behavior escalates the
problem? Would the
people in your life ben-
efit if you meditated on
and applied 1 Corinthi-
ans 13:5?

Let’s meditate on this

week’s verse to prevent
walking-on-eggshell mo-
ments, especially when
we’re so overly sensitive
and easily angered that
people would rather not
be around us.

We could ask God to
help us not be so thin-
skinned and remind us
to count to ten or, better
yet, recite 1 Corinthians
13:5 (in the Amplified
Bible) to give us space
before we say anything
we regret.

Let’s also pray for God
to help us not take every-
thing so personally. Let
us ask the Holy Spirit to
give us discernment to
be able to perceive when

someone’s comment or
act wasn’t meant to be
hurtful — and, if neces-
sary, give us grace to
forgive.

We can pray with con-
fidence because God
knows us well. He knows
the areas we’re the most
sensitive. He knows our
triggers. And thankfully,
He knows how much we
want to behave in ways
that honor Him.

On my worst days,
the more I meditate on
Scripture and focus on
God (all He is to me —
and I to Him) the more I
experience satisfaction,
peace, and joy, as well as
less frustration, anger

and hurt. I'm calmer.
Less defensive.

Less likely to blow it.

When we trust God’s
love for us, we become
better at loving others.
The better we become
at loving others, the
less we’ll wonder if we
should’ve given our
spouse a warning before
they said, “I do.”

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
Sheryl H. Boldtis a sales
executive for Wave 94
and author of the blog,
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

There isn’t a day that
goes by without me
thinking of my parents
in some way; the feeling
is especially strong on
some days. It is true that
while you learn to cope
with the loss, you never
truly get over their pass-
ing. The one beautiful
truth I have learned is
that the memories that
once caused me grief
have become my great-
est comfort, including

the holidays.

Thanksgiving  filled
the house with the scent
of turkey and sweet
homemade desserts.
Christmas was filled
with secrets wrapped
in pretty paper beneath
a silver Christmas tree.
There was also the spe-
cial holiday meal with
Mom’s fruitcake made
from scratch and Dad’s
special ambrosia. Eas-
ter was filled with bas-
kets and the dying of
bright-colored eggs.
It was the one time of
the year we all got new
clothes and shoes for
Sunday Service.

I remember one Eas-
ter when my mom took
out her sewing machine
and made matching
maxi skirts and shirts
for my sister and me.
The skirt fabric had a

The love recalls

quilt pattern with or-
ange, blue, and white
print; the orange shirts
sported puffed sleeves.
It’s funny how out of all
the Easter clothes I re-
ceived, this is the one
outfit I recall so vividly.
I believe it’s because it
was made with love. It is
the love that recalls the
prized memories of my
youth.

Ultimately, due to
their declining health,
my parents required
24/7 care, necessitat-
ing their placement in
a nursing home. Over
time, my mother’s eye-
sight deteriorated due
to various illnesses. Re-
gardless of her lack of vi-
sion, Mom could always
recognize us by how we
kissed her cheek. The
love we shared refreshed
her memories.

If memories are re-
vived by love, hope is the
gift that love brings. As
Alexander Pope wrote in
his Essay of a Man, hope
springs eternal. Without
love and hope, what do
we have? Among all the
gifts my parents gave
us, the most valued is
the love and hope they
instilled in us from early
childhood. Our hope, or
faith, teaches us not to
lose hope, even though
we may be wasting away
on the outside. Our faith
renews our inner selves
daily, reminding us that
this world is only tem-
porary. However, an
eternal dwelling awaits
each of us, as stated in
2 Corinthians 4:16-18.

During His time on
earth, Jesus talked
about an eternal dwell-
ing place. Did you know

faith is perfected when
we keep our focus on
Him? Jesus endured the
cross because He knew
His suffering would ease
our pain. Because of
Him, we have the hope
that we will see our
loved ones again.

After His resurrection,
Jesus taught His dis-
ciples of a better place.
He said that heaven has
many rooms. He said He
would go and prepare a
place for those who be-
lieve in Him. He prom-
ised to return for the
faithful ones, assuring
them that they would
not be left alone but that
He would always be with
them. He also prom-
ised to give them peace,
not of the world, but of
the Kingdom of heaven
(John 14).

Honestly, I know loss

hurts; mere words can-
not diminish its pain.
Nonetheless, when
waves of grief come my
way, I pull up my mem-
ories and smile. I relive
Easter Sundays and
picnics after church. I
allow the love to recall
words of faith and re-
joice in the hope of eter-
nal life.

He will wipe away ev-
ery tear from their eyes,
and death shall be no
more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor cry-
ing, nor pain anymore,
for the former things
have passed away. Rev-
elation 21:14.

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist
Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

Second thoughts can be dangerous to my health

By JAMES SNYDER

Many things in life
can be rather danger-
ous. For me, the most
dangerous things in my
life are thoughts.

I thought about this
one day, and by the
end of the day, I was in
deep trouble. Thoughts
have a way of doing that
with me.

My New Year’s reso-
lution one year was to
have one thought per
day. After the first week,
I ran out of thoughts.

This year, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the
Parsonage and I will
be married 53 years.
During that time, I dis-
covered how vital just
one thought can be.

If anybody thinks a
lot, it is The Gracious
Mistress of the Parson-
age. She has everything
thought through before
I have a chance to even
know what it is. Like
most women, she is an
expert in multitasking.
That means it takes a
lot of thought to do all
those things simultane-

ously. She does it quite
well.

She often says how
many headaches she
has during the day,
and if I could put sev-
eral thoughts together,
I might tell her that
those headaches are a
result of all that think-
ing she does during the
day. But, on second
thought, I better just
leave that one alone.

Over the years, I have
tried to focus on think-
ing, but I haven’t gotten
very far. This may be
why I don’t have any
headaches during the
week. From my point of
view, that’s one benefit
that I relish every day.

Once, while we were
driving along the high-
way, she was driving,
and I was staring out
the window. She took
one quick look at me,
and said, “What are you
thinking about?”

Looking back at her,
I responded, “You’re not
really thinking that I'm
doing any thinking, are
you? That’s way above
my pay scale.”

Of course, she
laughed, and I laughed
along with her, but
sometimes the truth is
the truth.

One of her favorite
phrases along this line
is, “Do you have any
second thoughts on
that?”

Recently we were re-
modeling our house

SERVICES:

Sunday School
10:30 am

Morning Worship

11:30 am

5 Crescent Way,
Crawfordville, FL

(850) 926-4889

Wednesday Night
Bible Study 7:30 pm

https://www.fpccupci.org

and adding a room that
would be my office upon
retiring. I had some
really great ideas, at
least I thought so, and
I shared them with her.
When I was done with
my presentation, she
looked at me and said,
“Do you want to give
that a second thought?”

It was enough for
me to give her the
first thought, let alone
come up with a second
thought. But by that
time, I was all thought-
out.

Then she gave me
a whole list of her
thoughts about the
project and she did it
so fast I couldn’t keep
up with it and I had
no idea what she was
talking about. I was al-
most ready to say, “Do
you want to give them
a second thought?” I
knew if I did that, her
second thought may
not be what I want it to
be — if you know what
I mean.

Over the years, we
have become a won-
derful team. I call it
the T&N team. What
that means is that she
Thinks, and I just Nod
my head in agreement.
I'm sure I didn’t think
that through, but I
must confess it sure
does work. It has pro-
duced almost 53 years
of marital bliss.

After 53 years of be-

ing “thought-free,” my

life is quite remarkable.
I've had very few head-
aches because there
is nothing up there to
ache.

Sometimes, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the
Parsonage will ask me
about a particular prob-
lem and ask, “What do
you think about that
problem?”

After 53 years of the
T&N team experience,
I simply shoot back,
“I'm not sure. What do
you think about it, and
what should we do?”

And when I say that,
I can sit back and listen
to all the good advice
and nod my head at the
appropriate places, and
at the end, we both are
smiling. No thought on
my part involved.

The best thought
I have ever had, and
where I harbor no sec-
ond thoughts, is when
I asked The Gracious
Mistress of the Par-
sonage to marry me.
I'm not sure what her
thought process was
then, but I can assure
you there were no sec-
ond thoughts on my
side of the aisle.

I can sit back and
remember a lot of the
things I did in the past.
Of course, at my age,
my memory is not up to
par, but at least there’s
a little bit left. There
were a few times when
I thought about some-
thing and then had
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second thoughts, and it
was the second thought
that got me into trou-
ble.

I have learned that
I need to gather all
the information be-
fore exercising my first
thought. If [ have every-
thing before me, then
I can proceed to the
next step in making a
decision based on my
thought process.

I remembered a spe-
cial verse of scripture
that encouraged me in
this regard.

“For the word of God
is quick, and power-
ful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the di-
viding asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents
of the heart” (Hebrews
4:12).

This is where I need
to surrender all my
thoughts to God and
obey His Word.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, e-mail
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website wwuw.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

God Is Real
SPRINGS

*HOPE

¢ HYREH
Springsofhope.us

JESUS
IS KING
SUN 10:15a.m.
WED 7:00 p.m.

Where Love
Abounds
& Church

Becomes Family

850-556-0320

350-926-4065
2028 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.

SOpChOppy Sunday School

9:45 a.m.
Worship I a.m.

United
Methodist
Church

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN ¢ Dcn. Dave Harris
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm ¢ Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 8:30 am.
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm
1* Saturday: Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1* Saturday: Mass at 9:30 am.
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Cemetery lots and
Cremain spaces available. gs0-745-8359

Catholic Church

850745- 8359

Live Streaming - Sundays
Facebook - Seas Parish

850509-7630

or the Church Office at:




www.thewakullasun.com

Obituaries

THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, April 4, 2024 — Page 9

DEATH NOTICES

e Donnie Crum, 74, of Panacea, died March 26, 2024.

« Richard Ivison, 62, of Crawfordville, died March 27, 2024.

« Lilburn “Vernon” Bruce, 63, of Crawfordville, died March 29, 2024.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 850-926-5919 Familythc.com

Weekly Roundup: Bracing for a courtroom brawl

By RYAN DAILEY

News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE -
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ sig-
nature on perhaps the
highest-profile bill of the
2024 legislative session
means many teens in
Florida could be prohib-
ited from opening social
media accounts starting
next year — but legal
challenges are sure to
follow.

Lawmakers this
month overwhelmingly
passed the bill (HB 3),
fulfilling a major priority
of House Speaker Paul
Renner, R-Palm Coast.
DeSantis signed the
measure Monday.

The bill, in part, seeks
to prevent children un-
der age 16 from open-
ing social-media ac-
counts on at least some
platforms — though it
would allow parents to
give consent for 14- and
15-year-olds to have
accounts. Children un-
der 14 could not open
accounts.

DeSantis in the wan-
ing days of the session
vetoed an earlier version
of the bill that did not
include the parental
opt-in provision. The
previous version also
would have required
age-verification for
platforms, which would
have affected adults
creating accounts.

Despite the changes,
the House speaker said
the new law stands to
protect youths from
what he has described
as addictive features
and other aspects of
social-media that he
argues are harmful to
mental health. Renner,
who was among many

to predict legal chal-
lenges to the measure,
said he expects it to
withstand First Amend-
ment challenges.

“You will not find a
line in this bill that
addresses good speech
or bad speech because
that would violate the
First Amendment.
We’ve not addressed
that at all,” Renner, an
attorney, said. “What we
have addressed is the
addictive features that
are at the heart of why
children stay on these
platforms for hours and
hours on end.”

The industry group
NetChoice this month
urged DeSantis to veto
the revamped measure,
arguing it would vio-
late First Amendment
rights. Spokeswoman
Krista Chavez said in an
email Monday that the
group does not publicly
discuss legal strategy,
but it quickly recircu-
lated the veto request
and earlier statements
about the constitution-
ality of the bill.

“An unconstitutional
law will protect exactly
zero Floridians,” Carl
Szabo, NetChoice’s vice
president and gener-
al counsel,” said in a
statement. “HB 3 is also
bad policy because of
the data collection on
Floridians by online
services it will in effect
require. This will put
their private data at risk
of breach.”

Meanwhile, the
state’s top attorney sig-
naled that she will be
ready to rumble when
and if the measure is
challenged in court.

“You better believe, I
am going to fight like hell

to uphold this in court,”
Attorney General Ashley
Moody said during Mon-
day’s bill-signing event
in Jacksonville.

The bill is slated to
take effect Jan. 1.

SETTLE DOWN

This week brought
another settlement be-
tween DeSantis’ admin-
istration and a court-
room foe, leading to
the governor declaring
victory.

Walt Disney Parks
and Resorts and the
Central Florida Tour-
ism Oversight District
reached a legal settle-
ment Wednesday that
ended an Orange Coun-
ty circuit-court lawsuit.
The lawsuit came amid
a feud between DeSan-
tis and the entertain-
ment giant over its op-
position to a 2022 state
law that restricted in-
struction about sexual
orientation and gender
identity in schools.

Walt Disney World
Resort President Jeff
Vahle said in a prepared
statement that the com-
pany was “pleased to
put an end to all liti-
gation pending in state
court.”

The legal settlement
includes nullifying con-
troversial development
agreements that the
entertainment giant en-
tered with the former
Reedy Creek Improve-
ment District, which
had close ties to Disney.
The Legislature and
DeSantis replaced the
district with the Central
Florida Tourism Over-
sight District last year.

The settlement also
lifts changes imposed

by the new oversight
board. District plans
now revert to 2020 con-
ditions as the two sides
work on a new develop-
ment agreement.

Appearing at a bill
signing Thursday in
Fort Lauderdale, De-
Santis chalked it up as
a win.

“Yesterday’s agree-
ment acknowledges
that those covenants
and those 11th-hour
agreements, done be-
tween the old district
and the company, are
null and void,” DeSantis
declared.

Initially set up in
the 1960s, the district
provides government
services for a swath of
Central Florida that
includes Disney prop-
erties.

The agreement also
includes language that
allows Disney to hold
off on advancing its ap-
peal of a federal lawsuit
“pending negotiations
among other matters
of a new development
agreement between Dis-
ney and the district.”

Disney’s federal case
alleged state officials
unconstitutionally re-
taliated against the
company over its oppo-
sition to the education
law, which supporters
formally named the “Pa-
rental Rights in Educa-
tion” measure but op-
ponents labeled “don’t
say gay.” The company’s
appeal is pending at
the Atlanta-based 11th
U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals.

HURRY UP AND WAIT

Two major Florida
Supreme Court deci-

Valerie Russell

From Front Page

proud of the fact that my
husband and I have been
married for 28 years and
that together we built
our home, raised our
children, and have spent
decades volunteering
right here in Wakulla
County.

Through these volun-
teer activities and via my
career as a local medical
provider, I observe the
stress our neighbors
are experiencing daily.
Many of the families that
I serve are struggling to
stay afloat financially.
Increased local taxes
and higher assessments
don’t allow a paycheck
to stretch out as far as
it used to; the lack of
available higher wage
local jobs has resulted
in more residents com-
muting back and forth
to Tallahassee, costing
families financially due
to transportation costs
while also negatively im-
pacting their limited pre-
cious family time; and
sadly, increased property

taxes associated with
real estate values that
have skyrocketed due to
unprecedented growth
are making it hard for
families to hold on to
properties they have had
for generations.

While there is no quick
and easy fix to the above
challenges, the fact of
the matter is this: there
has been a noticeable
lack of concern in these
areas by some on the
county commission.
Change needs to occur
this upcoming election.
Change that will result
in our quality of life be-
ing protected, while also
ensuring that Wakulla
County does not become
South Tallahassee!

Should you choose to
elect me to be your new
District 3 County Com-
missioner, my service to
you will be guided by a
moral compass centered
on my Christian faith.
A faith that embodies
my strong conservative
values, while simultane-
ously invoking my true
and sincere compassion

Habitat

for Humanity*

Re-Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

for others. I do not be-
lieve in making empty
campaign promises that
can’t be delivered upon
and by no means will I
guarantee that Wakulla
County will become a
land flowing with milk
and honey the day I take
office. However, should
I become elected, I will
make each of you the
following promise: I will
work as hard as possible
and do everything within
my power to accomplish
the following: reduce
your county-imposed
taxes; bring in more high
wage jobs; protect our

fragile and unique en-
vironment; and ensure
that each and every res-
ident of Wakulla County
has a voice that will be
heard!

Are you and your fam-
ily better off now than
you were four years ago?
If you feel that you ar-
en’t, then I graciously
request your support of
my candidacy to be your
new District 3 County
Commissioner.

Please do not hesitate
to contact me at (850)
879-0759 should you
have any questions re-
garding my candidacy.

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS

LOVES WAVE 94!

() (HOPEFULLY)

MAKE YOUR DAY
BETTER WITH
WAVE 94.1 FM

830-926-8000

sions didn’t come down
this week as many ex-
pected, but the court
on Thursday evening
issued an announce-
ment that the opinions
are likely to be pub-
lished next week — on
the deadline that they’re
due.

Justices appear
poised Monday after-
noon to issue rulings
about whether proposed
constitutional amend-
ments that seek to en-
sure abortion rights
and allow recreational
marijuana will go on the
November ballot.

Political committees
behind the two pro-
posed amendments
have submitted enough
petition signatures to
reach the ballot. But the
Supreme Court plays
a key role because it
must decide whether
the wording of initia-
tives’ ballot titles and
summaries — the parts
that voters see when
they go to the polls —
meet legal tests. Those
tests include whether
the wording is clear and
whether it deals with

only single subjects.

The court Thursday
evening issued a state-
ment that said it will
release “out-of-calen-
dar” opinions at 4 p.m.
Monday. The court typ-
ically releases opinions
each Thursday morn-
ing, with “out-of-calen-
dar” opinions released
other times.

STORY OF THE
WEEK: With the state
preparing for a legal
challenge from the tech
industry, Gov. Ron
DeSantis on Monday
signed a high-profile bill
aimed at keeping chil-
dren off social-media
platforms.

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK: “We have ordi-
nances that we passed
we spent a lot of money
on and did a lot of work
on. This seems to wipe
those out in favor of a
bureaucratic agency.”
— Melbourne Beach
Mayor Alison Denning-
ton, who opposes a bill
(SB 280) that seeks to
regulate vacation rent-
als at the state level.

tobe7encouraged faith column
Looking into a mirror...

Greetings Wakulla citi-
zens! His reflection through
us is what is on my heart this
day. As I go out each day, I
am around a lot of people
sharing their life experienc-
es. The stories they share
are quite eye opening to who
they live for, the kingdom
they serve. My response to
their stories is an eye open-
er to them of who I live for
and the kingdom I serve as
well. The same goes for you
who are reading this. I bring
this up to ask ourselves...are
we mimicking Jesus and His
ways? As we grow in God,
our interests and desires start
to change. The conversations
we would partake in are no
longer interesting to us. The
same goes for how we spend
our time.

So, when we look in the
“mirror” of our mind of a
conversation or time spent
with someone, the reflec-
tion of that situation we
were in..was it “carnal”
or Christ-like? Did we en-
courage the people we were
with to be more like the
world or Jesus? I do not
mean by preaching at them,
just simply through our new
way of living...the joy we
now have in us, the peace
we now have. Scripture says
this “Proverbs 27:19 As in
water, face reflects face, So
the heart of man reflects
man.” [t becomes evident in
us, through our words and
actions, how we spend our
time and Who we spend our
time with. Scripture says this
“Luke 6:45 “The good man
out of the good treasure
of his heart brings forth
what is good; and the evil
man out of the evil treasure
brings forth what is evil;
for his mouth speaks from
that which fills his heart.”

The “Fruit” God is growing
in us should start to be seen
by others. Scripture says this
“2 Corinthians 3:18 But we
all, with unveiled face, be-
holding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same
image from glory to glory,
just as from the Lord, the
Spirit.” His WORD is our
Seed for His Harvest that
is in the world. Matthew
9:¥ Then He *said to His

disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers
are few. ¥ Therefore, plead
with the Lord of the har-
vest to send out workers
into His harvest.” We are
His workers. Praise God!! Be
encouraged in and through
His WORD, allow Him to
do in you what only God can
do! His WORD is the ONLY
way for anyone and anything
to change! Remember!! NO
MATTER WHAT WE’VE
DONE!!! HE LOVES US!!!

Stay encouraged in Him,
Deb Quimby-Quackenbush

You are welcome to reach
out, our email is tobe7en-
couraged@gmail.com .

If you do not know Jesus
and want to, say this out
loud... Romans 10: * for
“Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will
be saved.” “Jesus, | am a
sinner | know, | repent and
turn away from all that |
did as a sinner, | renounce
their hold on me. | believe
in faith God sent You to be-
come my sin, on the Cross,
to cleanse me from them
and now make me new. |
believe You died and rose
on the 3" day so that | may
live and become Your Righ-
teousness. | now give you
my life and live for You! By
God’s Grace | am now Born
Again. WOOOHHHOOOO!!
Welcome to the family! Your
life just got EXCITING!!! The
next step is to be wa-
ter baptized (1 Peter
3:21, 1 Corinthians
6:11) so that our old
self will be buried. It
is important now to
get involved in a Spirit
filled full Gospel church
and dive in and learn
all about who you now
are becoming. Con-
gratulations my friend!

Visit my youtube
channel by scaning
the QR code below.

Please Like and Subscribe!
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NEWSPAPER IN
EDUCATION
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USE THE NEWS

1. CHOCOLATE
COSTS

Last weekend
was Easter, which
means you’ve prob-
ably seen a lot of
chocolate bunnies,
eggs, and other fes-
tive spring shapes
in stores recently.
But what you may
not have noticed is
the prices of those

treats going up.
The cost of cocoa,
which is what’s

used to make all
the chocolate treats
you can think of,
has gone up to the
highest prices ever.
A lot of the world’s
cocoa is grown in
West Africa, and
farmers there have
faced a lot of issues
with their cocoa
crops recently. Bad
weather and cocoa
plant diseases have
affected how much
cocoa they’re able
to send around
the world, which
has made the price
higher because
there’s less of it to
go around. Write
a summary of this
story, including at
least five facts that
you learned.

2. DOG DILEMMA

A German breed
of dogs called
dachshunds are
very popular
around the world.
They’re also called
“wiener dogs,” be-
cause they have
short legs and long
bodies that remind
some people of hot
dogs. However, a
new rule in Ger-
many could affect
people who breed
dachshunds and
possibly even keep
them from doing
it at all. The new
rule is meant to
keep people from
breeding dogs that
will have health
problems because
of their breed -
for example, some
dogs with very
short snouts, like
pugs, have trouble
breathing. Dachs-
hunds could be af-
fected by the new

rule because of
their short Ilegs,
which can lead to
back problems.

Write a summary
of this story, in-
cluding facts that
you learned, and
draw a picture to
go along with it.

3. ABSENCE
INCREASE

When was thelast
time you were ab-
sent from school?
What about your
friends? In the four
years since the
Covid-19 pandemic
closed schools and
made it normal for
people to learn on
their computers at
home, there’s been
a big increase in
school absences.
In some districts,
the number of ab-
sences has dou-
bled compared to
before the pan-
demic. Students
might miss school
for many reasons,

including illnesses,
family vacations,
or taking care of
siblings. But even
when make-up
work is posed on-
line, students ar-
en’t learning as
well when they ar-
en’t in school. Write
down a list of rea-
sons why being ab-
sent isn’t good for
a student. Share
your list with your
classmates and
talk about why it’s
important to be in
school.

4. PROP DOOR
SOLD

If you've
heard about

ever
or

ITI1SBELIEVED THAT THIS
FORM OF LITERATURE
CAME BEFORE LANGUAGE ITSELF,
PROBABLY BECAUSE IT HAS CLOSE
TIES TOMUSIC.

Ad130d " HAAMSNY

www.thewakullasun.com

School distribution
sponsored by

seen the movie
“Titanic,” chances
are you've heard
about one of the fi-
nal scenes, where
Rose floats on a
door in the freez-
ing waters after the
Titanic sinks. The
scene has been the
subject of intense
discussion on
whether two people
could’ve fit on the
door while it stayed
afloat. Now, the
wood panel that
Rose floated on was
sold for $718,750
at an auction with
other iconic movie
props. The auction
set records for how
many people joined
from around the
world to bid on the
movie props and
costumes. Think

WAKUULA COUNTY SCHOOLS

about your favor-

ite movie. If you
could have a prop
from the movie,
what would it be?
What would you
do with it? Write a
short, fictional sto-
ry about your an-
swers.

5. CANADA’S
“FIRST LADY OF
JAZZ”

Famous Canadi-
an jazz singer El-
eanor Collins died
last week at 104
years old. She was
the first Black per-
son and first wom-
an to host a tele-
vision program in
Canada with “The
Eleanor Collins
Show,” which ran
for three months

Math Blocks

Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-20.
The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right.

10

’ The numbers in each column add up to the totals on the bottom.

2

16

20

1 |

1 5 26
30 33 8
5619
V| g |0z
z|o| ¥

uonnjog

Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to
determine the phrase.

HRYGNMI

DSOWR

SpAOM SUTUAYY AdASUY

in the summer of
1955. She was an
accomplished jazz
singer but never
made an album un-
der her own name
and rarely traveled
to perform. Instead,
she focused on her
husband and four
children, hosting
her show and per-

forming around
their home of Van-
couver, Canada.

What would you
ask someone that’s

more than 100
years old? What
advice could they
give you? Write

down some ques-
tions you would
have for someone
who’s lived an en-
tire century!

THIS DAY IN...

5
HISTORY

* 1614: NATIVE AMERI-
CAN POCAHONTAS
MARRIES ENGLISH
COLONIST JOHN ROLFE.

*1662: THE BATTLE OF
YORKTOWN BEGINS
DURING THE AMERICAN
CIVIL WAR.

* 1998: THE AKASHI
KAIKYO BRIDGE OPENS
TO TRAFFIC IN JAPAN,
BECOMING THE LONG-
EST BRIDGE SFAN IN
THE WORLD.

METER

the rhythm
of apiece
of poetry

F v,

ENGLISH: Verse
SPANISH: Verso
ITALIAN: Verso
FRENECH: Strophe

GERMAN: Verse

POETRY CAN BE TRACED BACK
TO ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS SUCH
AS MESOPOTAMIA, EGYFT AND

GREECE.

%\épme{trg M@nﬂnﬁf

*/ 4
O

" GET THE

PICTURE?

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?

SN004d d3N0IAAVH ‘4dIAMSNY

.
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

CINTTLVLIMUVH=EIOMO=Z20ULDV IMWNWLO-XI

WORDS

AIR PRESSURE
ALTERNATOR
ANTIFREEZE

BELT
BRAKES
CABIN
CAR WASH
DIESEL
ENGINE
FLUIDS
HOSES
INTERVALS
MECHANIC
OIL CHANGE
PLUGS
PUMP
ROTATION
ROTORS
SERVICE
STEERING
TIMING
VEHICLE
WINDSHIELD
WIPERS

CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS

1. A minute amount
(British)

5. Mystical or magical
11. Shortening

14. More satisfying
15. Other side

18. Philippine island
19. More unnatural
21. Mutual savings
bank

23. Famed designer
Chanel

24. Makes less wild
28. At some prior time
29. The cops who in-
vestigate the cops

30. Immune system
response

32. Distress signal

33. Engine additive
35. “No Scrubs” trio
36. Very fast airplane
39. A reward (archaic)
41. Commercial

42. Spots where golfers
start

44. Polite form of ad-
dress (Indian)

46. French river

47. Reduce the light
49. Blood-sucking fly
52. A way to categorize
56. Procrastinates

58. Tall slender tower
60. Where researchers
work

62. Office of the Pope
63. Office furnishing

CLUES DOWN

1. Possesses

2. American Board of
Orthopedic Surgery

3. Ancient Syrian city
4. Clip

5. In a way, misleads

6. Human gene

7. The Golden State
(abbr.)

8. Lizard genus

9. Parasites that invade
the skin

10. Took apart

12. Mild yellow Dutch
cheese

13. S. California town
16. Suffix plural

17. Painting technique
20. Small Eurasian deer

1 2 3 4

22. Mr. T character
25. Microsoft

26. Shock therapy

27. Able to be sold
29. A doctrine

31. These three follow
A

34. Pulse

36. Quantitative fact
37. Doctor __: chil-
dren’s book author
38. Hebrew calendar
month

40. Designated hitter
43. Norther Poland
village

45. A passport is one
form

48. Hand (Spanish)
50. Hit with the open
hand

51. Actor Idris

53. Shakespeare’s nick-
name “The 7

54. Northern U.S. lake
55. Marvin and Hors-
ley are two

57. Soak

58. Partner to cheese
59. Expression of dis-
appointment

61. College dorm em-
ployee

11
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WORD SCRAMBLE

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to car care.
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Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here's How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear

by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it
gets to solve the puzzle!

Guess Wihe?

| am an actress born on April 4, 1979,
in New York. | had a role on “Pee-wee’s
Playhouse” as a child. | gained
additional acclaim in the “American Pie”
movies and on “Orange Is the New
Black.” | am also the successful

co-creator of a macabre TV series.
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CLASSIFIEDS MARKET

HOME
UP TO 20 WORDS

OF THE $:°3 CLASSIFIED AD DISPLAY ADS $ &Y

PER
COL

‘ ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD Q INCH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

SERVICES

MOBILE OPTICAL
PRESCRIPTION GLASSES & FRAMES
BROKEN GLASSES OR JEWELRY REPAIR

WE COME to YOU'

Jimmy Carter, £
LDO Board Certified «

386-688-2805

HarlinJamesl2@Yahoo.com
Licensed

& Insured 30 +
ORGOTTEN COAST

TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
Travis Clayton
850.273.9101

text or call
Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing
Concrete Removal Grading
Demolition Driveways

YEARS

EXPERIENCE

Massages, Facials,
Body Treatments
info@Sunraysspa.com

Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

‘\\
. Crawfordville FL 32327

Sunrays Spa 850-745-6422

Relax Revive Rejuvenate Follow us on §§{

MM43237

LEATHER REPAIR /
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

River plantation
Neighborhood Yard Sale
Saturday, April 6 - 8a.m. to 2p.m.
16 Combo Salt Water Rod &
Reels-reasonably priced. Peddle
boat, desk w/ hair pin legs, dinig
chairs, foyer table, vintage music

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL .
Chris Crum box, 1860 melodian, wooden
HANDYMAN & PRESSURE fumiture, rugs — 7X9, qUIltS
WASHING SERVICES &comforters, camping & boating
Crawfordville & surrounding areas  IteMS; clay pots & much more.
850-694-4832 850-508-2774
NEIGHBORHOOD YARD SALE

PAT GREEN’S

LAWN SERVICE
WE DO IT ALL!

20+ Years Experience
850528-2371 or
850926-7461

TREE TRIMMING,
TRACTOR WORK AND
LAWN MAINTENENCE
e LAND CLEARING
* LANDSCAPING
¢ IRRIGATION
e SOD ¢ MULCHING
* BUusH HOGGING
* DRIVEWAYS
® CULVERTS INSTALLATION
¢ ROAD MILLINGS

Saturday, April 6, 8 a.m. — 2 p.m.
Wildwood Country Club
Subdivision, off Hwy 98,
on Country Club Drive,

Crawfordville, 32327.
Next to Golf Course.

E-EDITIONS

FREE QuorTEs! SCAN ME for an
Call us for all your e
outdoor projects! electronic edition of

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

Qo= SUN

20Years
Experience

TRIMMING TIMBERS

TREE REMOVAL &
STUMP GRINDING

Ben Burns FREE Estimates
850.591.8351 Licensed & Insured

Certified
.-~ Arborist

DANIEL KINSEY
owner

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

P 850-518-0238

E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM
W sunshinesolarpanels.net

% & AIR CONDITIONING
Seryices REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial * Residential ¢ Fast and Reliable Scheduling
M A & W Services Heating & Air

is The Authority on HVAC Repairs,
Mamtenance, Installation and Upgrades!

(850) 504-6053

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303
Ower 60 years combined experience « Lic. # CAC1815061

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES
TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL

s * STORM DAMAGE
k. TREE PRESERVATION

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified

850-421-8104
Payne’s PAINTING

Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.
References available. We. look forward to serving you.

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Land
Clearing

Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition

850-933-8505 ...

FREE ESTIMATES

CoMMERCIAL § RES[DENTML
Woo0D ¢ VINYL ¢ CHAIN LINK « ALUMINUM

GoodFencesGoodNelghbors com
I |

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Your local source for news.

Cleaning Sewice
850-212-2908

Servicing the
surrounding area Since 2017

e Licensed » Owner operated e Serving Surrounding Counties

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978
Spring Special
Mention this ad -Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

¢ Small Engine Repair ¢« Automotive Repairs
e Tire Sales & Service ¢ Carport & Portable Building Sales

850-926-2338

3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327 [u#Auc

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
» Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE

YARDSALES J  FREE | RENTALS

CELEBRATING
36 YEARS

of Wakulla County
(850) 926-3425

GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Vecteezy.com

Very large blue jetted SPA.
FREE! Heavy - YOU MOVE.
850-962-3831 or 850-590-5053.
Call Mell.

REVERSE MORTGAGES

If you would like to learn more
about Reverse Mortgages
Call 850-556-6694 OR vis-

it www.LearnAboutReverse.com
Or email LearnAboutReverse@
gmail.com for more information

HELP WANTED

Experienced Individual to assist
me with my established lawn

o>
WokRetRealty

“Specializing in
Wakulla County”

(850) 926-5084

business. Part time weekdays. | Sonya@wakullarealty.com
Call Gene 850-251-9122 ———
oW HIRING] Real Estate Sales
Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. LlStlngS &
Positions starting at $14. Hr. Rental
ROCKY'S - MEDART Management

(850)926-4353
N Karen
Groundsman for established Williams
tree service company - Broker
Must have drivers license, hard Associate

working & dependable . Must be
able to work with hands & head.
Good pay! 850-421-8104.

Al
(850) 567-8279
Karen@wakullarealty.com
2655-B CRAWFORDVILLE Hwy.
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

'1g Bend Hosplce

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

direct patient care volunteers

' to provide companionship

and respite services in
Wakulla County.

ou are interested in lear

NOTICE OF ACTION

0404-0425 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR WAKULLA, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO.: 2022DR137

JESSICA LANE,
PETITIONER,

AND

ROBERT LANE,
RESPONDENT.

NOTICE OF ACTION- MODIFY PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES

SUPPLEMENTAL PETITION TO MODIFY PARENTAL RESPONSI-
BILITIES.

TO: JESSICA LANE, 90 Harry Morrison Rd. Crawfordville FL 32327.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action for DISSOLUTION OF
MARRIAGE WITH CHILDREN has been filed against you and that
you are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it
on Robert Lane, whose address is 47A Dispenette Dr. Crawfordville FL
32327, on or before APRIL 26, 2024 (30 days from Date of First Pub-
lication of this Notice) and file the original with the clerk of this court
at 3056 Crawfordville Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327 before service on
Petitioner immediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a default may
be entered against you for the relief demanded in the petition.

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are
available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review
these documents upon request. You must keep the Clerk of the
Circuit Court’s office notified of your current address. (You may
file Designation of Current Mailing and E-Mail Address, Florida
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915.) Future pa-
pers in this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed to the addresses on
record at the clerk’s office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure,
requires certain automatic disclosure of documents and informa-
tion. Failure to comply can result in sanction’s, including dismiss-
al or striking of pleadings.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court this March 26, 2024.

g Xuy ¢
{{County Court Seal}} {,C%.‘{

CLERK
C ¢
%S

Greg James
As Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: /s/ Jessica Peak

o
Utcd As Deputy Clerk

Published April 4, 11, 18, 25, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TWS NTC LISA ANN HOWE MARSH

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 24-CP-000002
IN RE: ESTATE OF
LISA ANN HOWE MARSH,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE ABOVE ESTATE:

The administration of the estate of Lisa Ann Howe Marsh, deceased, whose date of death
was November 13, 2023, is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Pro-
bate Division, the address of which is: 3056 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327. The
names and addresses of the personal representatives and the personal representatives’ at-
torney are set forth below.

Al creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands against dece-
dent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file their claims
with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 733.702
OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO
(2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is March 28, 2024.
Personal Representative:
Reagan M. Richardson
3 Forty Fifth Residences, Unit 2PH,
Indo-China Dr, Alabang, Muntinlupa,
Metro Manila, Philippines, 1781

Attorney for Personal Representative:

/s/ NATHAN S. BRUEMMER

Florida Bar ID #1035475

BLACKBURN LAW FIRM, PLLC

5230 Central Avenue St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Telephone: (727) 826-0923

E-Mail: Nathan@lifeplanlaw.com )
March 28, April 4, 2024
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BASEBALL

War Eagles sweep opponents, improve to 11-2-1

By KEITH ANDERSON
Baseball Coach

The Wakulla War
Eagles varsity baseball
team had a big week
this past week with a 3
game sweep of their op-
ponents on the diamond
to improve their record
to 11-2-1.

They began the week
traveling to a tough
Thomasville High team
on Tuesday, March 26,

defeating them 13-3.

Senior starter Leaston
Spears had another
strong start only allow-
ing 2 hits and striking
out 5 over 4 innings of
work to receive the win.
Senior Jesse Nazworth
threw a shutout inning
to end the game in the
fifth.

Josiah Pierini led the
offense with 3 RBIs, go-
ing 2-4 with a double.
Owen Klees and Michael
Hurley each added a
double. Sam Bruce and
Parker Lawhon each had
two hits and two RBI’s
each. Brady Crum also
had a hit and an RBI.

The game ended with
a bases loaded two-out
spectacular catch by
center fielder Parker

Lawhon who jumped up
and made a leaping grab
as he hit the wall.

The War Eagles then
traveled to district foe
Godby on Thursday,
March 28th, defeating
them 12-1.

Junior Ryan Newberry
got his first start on the
mound this season and
made the most of it. He
gave up 4 hits and one
unearned run over five
innings striking out two
and walking none.

Submariner Hayden
Wright threw one shut-
out inning in relief strik-
ing out 1.

The War Eagles start-
ed slow, but racked up
14 hits on the evening.
Parker Lawhon, Sam
Bruce, Michael Hurley,

Josiah Pierini, and Owen
Klees all had multiple
hits. Will Chipman and
Brady Crum each added
a single. Haden Klees
had a solo homerun to
centerfield.

On Friday, March
29th, the War Eagles
hosted Florida High with
the War Eagles walking
it off in the bottom of
the 8th. Florida High
had a strong showing at
the plate, but it was not
enough in the end.

Gavin Estep started
on the mound for the
War Eagles battling for
3 1/3 innings giving up
6 hits and 3 runs. Jesse
Nazworth came on in
relief to work out of a
high leverage situation
in the third to limit the

damage. He threw 2.2
innings giving up 5 hits
and 3 runs. Will Chip-
man came to the mound
in the 7th down 6-4 to
throw two shutout in-
nings giving up two hits
and 2 runs and received
the win.

The War Eagles man-
aged 6 hits. Parker Law-
hon, Brady Crum, Josi-
ah Pierini, Sam Bruce,
Gavin Gautreau, and
Garrett Veltkamp all had
a hit a piece.

The excitement start-
ed in the bottom of the
7th with two outs. Josiah
Pierini hit a clutch 2 run
homerun to deep center-
field to tie the game up to
go to extra innings.

Florida High quickly
went to work in the top

of the 8th with a lead-
off single, then bunting
him over to second. Will
Chipman then induced
a harmless infield popup
for the second out. The
next hit a sharp single
to left field. Left fielder
Sam Bruce picked it
up cleanly throwing a
perfect one hop strike to
Brady Crum at the plate
for the third out.

In the bottom of the
eighth with the score
tied, the patient War
Eagle hitters produced
two walks and a hit by
pitch to load the bases
with one out.

Baserunner Jed Hoff-
man then slid in and
safely scored the win-
ning run on wild pitch
to end the game.

SOFTBALL

WCS

By LINDA ANN
McDONALD

Correspondent

Wakulla Christian
Girls Softball season
began with an explosive
start with 6 consecutive
wins which included 2
shutouts and an at least
10 points spread in each
game until losing to Cot-
tondale on March 14.

Head Coach Trina
Baker said, “To be the
leader of this team is a
huge blessing, a lot of
times these girls minis-
ter to me as much as I
do to them; we give God
the glory whether we
win or lose.”

“Coaching these girls
is not a job to me, it is
my ministry, it is what I
love to do.”

“This is my 4th year
coaching,” Baker said.
“l was the previous
coach at North Florida
Christian in Tallahas-
see. I was working so
work took me away from
coaching and I saw the
opportunity at Wakulla
Christian, so I started
my ministry.”

Baker’s husband
Wayne Baker is the As-
sistant Coach and the
Pastor of First Baptist at
Wakulla Station.

D. Morris is the Assis-
tant Coach of the girls’
softball team.

Coach Trina Baker
has played ball since
she was 5 years old;
she was coaching at
North Florida Christian
School her freshman
year of college, Baker

graduated Tallahassee
Community College with
a degree in Radiology
Technology. Her father
was her Pitching Coach
and a as a student.

“I had the opportunity
to play against Florida
A&M University while I
was a student at North
Florida, I thought that
was a great opportunity
for experience.”

The team is com-
prised of 8 Seniors, 6 on
Varsity and 2 on Junior
Varsity.

“These 8 Seniors have
been with me since day
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The Wakulla Chrlstlan School softball team.

one and everything we
have taught and in-
stilled, we are breathing
it to life: it’s all coming
together this year. Their
leadership is exception-
al along with their at-
titudes and resilience,”
she said.

Senior Madison Ches-
ter has a batting average
of .548 and 19 RBIs, Av-
ery Baker has 17 Runs
with Madison Chester
right behind her with
16 runs, and other star
players include Mateah
McClendon, Logan Ken-
non, Sadie Donaway

and Annsley Baker.

“Two of the seniors I
am losing this year are
my own daughters,”
she said. “This reality
is hard for me but I am
excited for their next
chapter. In addition to
my seniors, my younger
crew is amazing too, and
they contribute a sig-
nificant amount to our
team’s overall success
and happy, fun-loving
morale.”

“I want to thank the
parents and say how
amazing they are, I'm
telling you, these par-

ents have worked hard
to help me make this
program a success, best
group of parents on the
planet and I couldn’t
have done it without
them to include my own
mom and dad.”

“We practice healthy
competition, the team
works together to cel-
ebrate successes and
they even celebrate the
opposing teams’ victo-
ries; I have seen the girls
watching the compet-
itors struggling at the
plate, and they stay pos-
itive and upbeat, they

started season W|th 6 stralght wins

just love they game,”

said Baker. “I leave all
practices open to par-
ents so they can see the
progress and we are just
here to encourage each
other.

“We are big on no
cliques, no groups,
we connect the girls
with someone they are
not necessarily “best
friends” with, we mix
it up.”

“The one thing we talk
about when we go to
other places is to leave
it better than you found
it, not just cleaning up
the dugout, we leave
people with an uplifting
feeling.”

“The future of this
team is the best team
in Wakulla Christian
School’s softball history,
making it to state is our
goal.

There will be future
fundraising events for
the team. “We have a
huge outpour of support
from our local commu-
nity and both Crawford-
ville and Tallahassee
businesses, and I want
to thank everyone for all
the support and good
luck.

“We want to win
games but bigger than
winning games is the
winning of souls and the
goal is to secure that,
that is what is important
to us.”

“The support from
the Administration at
Wakulla Christian has
been very valuable and
they are just awesome,”
Baker said.

Gene
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Wakaulla High students visit Extension Office

By RACHEL PIENTA
4-H Director

Each school year, Uni-
versity of Florida Exten-
sion faculty located at
the Wakulla Extension
office in Crawfordville
offer school enrichment
programming to all our
area schools. Programs
include agricultural edu-
cation, embryology, pub-
lic speaking, nutrition,
personal finance, horti-
culture, environmental
education, civic educa-
tion, and more. Univer-
sity of Florida Extension
faculty participate in
Project Learning Tree
weeks at area schools on
request. The Extension
team can visit schools,
help plan field trips, or
host a visit to the Exten-
sion facility.

The UF/IFAS Wakulla
County Extension hosted
the Wakulla High School
Exceptional Student
Education Community
Based Instruction class
at the Extension facility
on Monday, March 11.
Some 27 high school
aged youth participated
in a series of mini work-
shops that included edu-
cation on nutrition, basic
food preparation, and
the importance of polli-
nators. The youth had
the opportunity to tour
the Extension grounds
and view Florida-friendly
landscaping.

County Extension Di-
rector Samantha Ken-
nedy taught a Family
and Consumer Sciences
lesson on the impor-
tance of eating a vari-
ety of foods from all the
food groups, especially
fruits and vegetables.
These principles were
reinforced through an
interactive game about

fruits and vegetables.
The students then made
yogurt parfaits using a
variety of healthy ingre-
dients.

Amy Frazier, from the
Family Nutrition Pro-
gram, led a session that
helped youth to gain a
better understanding of
the sugar content com-
monly found in popular
drinks and educated the
group about healthier
beverage choices. The
session concluded with
the group participating
in an activity to cre-
ate nutritious smooth-
ies. The lesson empha-
sized the importance of
reading Nutrition Facts
labels when selecting
beverages. Participants
learned to assess and
compare calorie counts,
added sugar levels, and
serving sizes. The Fam-
ily Nutrition Program is
dedicated to educating
families and youth on
making healthier food
choices and improving
their management of
available food resources
for optimal health and
development. Program
initiatives cover funda-
mental nutrition, phys-
ical activity, proper food
handling, and economi-
cal food shopping.

In addition to learn-
ing about nutrition and
healthy food choices,
the students delved into
important discussions
about the crucial roles
of pollinators in our food
system and environment
with Horticulture and
Agriculture /Natural Re-
sources Agent Khadejah
Scott. One fascinating
species they explored
was the Mason bee, a
member of the Megach-
ilidae family known for
living above ground and

- UF/IFAS Extension
Wakt:lla Cglnty

Wakulla HIgh School students vistited the exension office on March 11.

lining their nests with
mud. These solitary bees
play a significant role in
pollinating fruit trees
and blueberries. Inspired
by what they learned;
the students decided
to act by crafting bee
houses to support these
native pollinators. Using
simple materials like pa-
per cups and handmade
newspaper tubes, they
created cozy shelters.
Through this project,
they not only helped pre-
serve these vital insects
but also gained a deeper
appreciation for the intri-
cate web of life in nature.
4-H Youth Develop-
ment agent Dr. Rachel
Pienta and 4-H Program
Assistant were on hand
to greet the students and
staff from Wakulla High
School, assisting the Ex-
tension team during the
morning’s activities.
Annual signature
school enrichment pro-
grams offered by the
University of Florida
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Wakulla Extension team
include but are not limit-
ed to the following:

4-H Embryology: Our
faculty members support
classrooms with equip-
ment and curriculum
to teach poultry science
with an egg hatching
unit.

4-H Public Speaking:
Faculty provide curric-
ulum, ribbons, and me-
dallions for elementary
and middle school-level
classroom and school
public speaking contests
(formerly known as the
Tropicana competition).
A county level contest
is held at the Extension
office in Crawfordville in
April. Youth advance to
a district level contest
in May.

4-H Ag Adventures: An
elementary school part-
ner is invited to bring 4th
graders on the Annual
Ag Adventures field trip
to enjoy an educational
day on a demonstration
farm in Quincy.

PREMIER SPONSORS:

CUSTOM IMPRINTED

APPAREL & PRODUCTS
— SINCE 1981 —

Caring For Our Communities

Capital Ci
BaI:lk ty

More than your bank. Your banker.

Living On My Own:
Financial education pro-
gram that includes a fa-
cilitated personal budget
simulation exercise. This
program is provided to
middle and high school
classes by request.

4-H Day at the Cap-
itol: School age youth
ages 5 to 18 are invited
by 4-H to spend a day
in Tallahassee during
the legislative session.
Youth meet with public
officials, tour the House
and Senate chambers,
and participate in a leg-
islative debate and voting
simulation.

School Garden Pro-
grams: In previous school
years, we have helped lo-
cal schools plan and in-
stall school gardens and
provide age-appropriate
curriculum for teachers
to use with students in
addition to serving as
guest instructors and
facilitators.

Grant writing support:
Extension faculty can

e

help teachers prepare
applications for Flori-
da Farm Bureau mini-
grants, Florida Agricul-
ture in the Classroom
and/or School Garden
grants.

STEM Skill-a-Thon(s):
Extension faculty have
resources to support sci-
ence units with hands-
on activities and more.

4-H Service Learning:
Extension faculty can
help teachers implement
service learning with
youth that engages stu-
dents from planning to
hands-on service.

Whether teachers or
schools want a creden-
tialed guest speaker or
an expert program facil-
itator, Extension faculty
are only a phone call
away at 850-926-3931.
For more information
about local Extension
programs, visit us online
at https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.
edu/wakulla/.
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