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Gov. DeSantis approves one fi re 
station, but vetos money to relocate 

Shell Point fi re station

Qualifying for candidates ended Friday setting up a number of contests; several candidates draw no opposition

Elected property appraiser four years ago, he’s running for anther term in offi ce
The Wakulla Sun 
offers candidates 
the opportunity 

to announce their 
candidacy, and tell 

voters the issues that 
are important to them.

Ed Brimner is running for re-election as property appraiser.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Candidate qualifying ended last 
Friday at noon, and for the first time 
in several election cycles there were 
no last-minute candidates jumping 
into local races.

A number of constitutional officers 
will be returned to office without op-
position: Clerk of Courts Greg James, 
Supervisor of Elections Joe Morgan, 
and Tax Collector Lisa Craze.

Additionally, County Commis-
sioner Ralph Thomas was returned 
to office without an opponent, and 
Josh Lawhon had no opposition for 
the county commission seat 5 held 
by Chuck Hess, who is retiring.

Local races that are contested 
include:

• Sheriff, with incumbent Jared 
Miller being challenged by Army 
Reyes;

• Property Appraiser, with incum-
bent Ed Brimner being challenged 
by former Property Appraiser Donnie 
Sparkman;

• County commission seat 3 will 
see incumbent Mike Kemp chal-
lenged by Valerie Russell, a repeat of 
the election four years ago; • Three candidates are vying for Superintendent of Schools to re-

place Bobby Pearce, who is retiring: 
Rick Myhre, Matt Payne and Ricky 
Strickland.

• On school board, Angie Nichols 
and June Davis are vying for the seat 
held by Melisa Taylor, who is retiring;

• and incumbent school board 
member Josh Brown is being chal-
lenged by Camden Smit.

In other races, state Sen. Corey 
Simon, R-Tallahassee, whose dis-
trict includes Wakulla, qualified for 
re-election, and drew Democratic 
challengers Daryl Parks, Kimblin 
Nesmith, and Sheria Griffin.

And incumbent state Rep. Jason 
Shoaf, R-St. Joe, is being challenged 
by Democrat Kenneth Beasley.

Other multi-county elected offi-
cials, including State Attorney Jack 
Campbell and Public Defender Jessi-
ca Yeary, who both serve in the Sec-
ond Judicial Circuit which includes 
Wakulla, did not draw opponents and 
will return to office without facing 
election.

CITY COMMISSION RACES

Four of the five seats on the St. 
Marks City Commission are up: the 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis signed the state 
budget last week that included several Wakulla 
projects – including $3.7 million to purchase 
the more than 200 acres where a controversial 
gas station had been proposed on a parcel that 
has an underground cave system linking Chip’s 
Hole to Wakulla Springs.

Conservation Florida will purchase the land, 
which is at Bloxham Cutoff and U.S. Highway 
319, and it will be preserved as conservation 
land – minus 7 acres to be traded to Southwest 
Georgia Oil to build a gas station across Blox-
ham Cutoff on what is viewed as less sensitive 
land.

Wakulla County was approved for $2.1 mil-
lion for a new St. Marks Fire Rescue Station, 
although the governor rejected funding for a new 
fire station to serve the Shell Point area, which 
would have moved that fire station to a location 
on higher ground that’s not as vulnerable to 
coastal surge.

The county also received $225,000 for an 
expansion of the community center – which is 
to be used to construct restroom and shower 
facilities for use in post-hurricane or other di-
saster scenarios. That particular project had 
been labeled by Florida Tax Watch as a budget 
turkey because it did not go through the usual 
budget process.

Other county projects that have received past 
funding and are moving forward include:

• A new Emergency Operations Center, since 
the county received $3.25 million in 2023, 
and has received $3 million in federal funding 
through the state, plus a $1 million county 
match.

• A new library, to be constructed on land 
the county owns at the community center. In 
2023, the county received $800,000 for design 
and engineering, and has a $3.9 million com-
mitment from the state Department of Economic 
Opportunity to build a new library.   

• In 2023, the state also budgeted Wakul-
la County to receive a Fire Rescue Engine for 
$750,000 and Fire Rescue Bunker Gear for 
$150,000.

Gov. DeSantis signed the budget on Wednes-
day, June 12.

The Wakulla Sun will hold can-
didate forums on Tuesday, July 9, 
at the public library beginning at 6 
p.m. for candidates for sheriff, prop-
erty appraiser and county commis-
sion.

On Tuesday, July 16, another 
forum will be held at the library be-

ginning at 6 p.m. for candidates for 
superintendent of schools and the 
school board.

Submit your questions for candi-
dates to editor@thewakullasun.com.

The Sun also welcomes Letters to 
the Editor endorsing candidates, but 
will not run negative letters.

Mostly Sunny

DADS & STROLLERS
� e Wakulla County Health 

Department held a Dads & Strollers 
event at Azalea Park on Saturday, 

encouraging dads to come out and 
get information about parenting. 

Participants included, at le� , Marquise 
Martin and daughter Nariah. (Photos 

by Gerald Brown)

Ed Brimner seeks re-election
By ED BRIMNER

Candidate

It is an honor to serve 
as your Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser and 
I am asking for your 
support for my re-elec-
tion. I was elected in 
2020 and took office on 
Jan 5, 2021. In my first 
campaign, I promised 
to improve our office 
to better serve citizens 
of Wakulla County and 
build a culture that fol-
lows the law and treats 
every citizen equally. 
I knew changes were 
needed when I ran; 
however, the change 
in leadership was more 
important than I real-
ized.

The following chang-
es were made to fulfill 
my promises:

• Insisted on pro-
fessionalism, includ-
ing customer service, 
dress, and punctuality.

• Changed internal 
purchasing procedures 
so no one person could 
autonomously approve 
expenditures, make 
purchases, and ap-

prove payments.
• Consolidated multi-

ple bank accounts into 
one to simplify banking 
functions and improve 
transparency. 

• Installed a state-of-
the-art mass appraisal 
computer program to 

improve accuracy and 
efficiency. 

• Improved our pub-
lic website to enhance 
our citizens’ user ex-
perience and provide 
better access to data. 

• Waived the require-
ment for an annual 

application for mul-
tiple exemptions in-
cluding widows, blind 
persons, persons to-
tally and permanently 
disabled, spouses of 
first responders who 
die in the line of duty, 
and others. This saved 
thousands of dollars in 
postal costs alone.

• Implemented a new 
process of annual Ag-
ricultural Classifica-
tion renewals. A bulky, 
time-consuming, and 
expensive process was 
reformed and saves 
our citizens money and 
vastly improved accu-
racy. 

• Replaced poorly 
maintained full-size ve-
hicles with fuel-efficient 
mid-sized trucks. 

• Renovated offices 
to improve employee 
morale and make better 

Political races are set
See Page 5

Clerk of Courts Greg James, Tax Collector Lisa Craze and Supervisor or Elections Joe 
Morgan are all returning to o�  ce without opposition.

Wakulla grad to 
compete 
at Miss 
Florida

Tia Unsell
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Human tra�  cking 

Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Scarlet hibiscus
By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, and 

SANDY TEDDER
 

In bloom, scarlet hibiscus (Hibiscus coc-
cineus) is stunning. The large (4-8-inch diame-
ter), brilliant red, funnel-shaped flowers have a 
showy central column of stamens and 5 slightly 
separated petals, suggesting a star shape. They 
attract hummingbirds, butterflies, and native 
bees, including one hibiscus specialist bee. Scar-
let hibiscus is a larval host for gray hairstreak 
and painted lady butterflies and 2 checkered 
skippers. The cannabis-shaped leaves also feed 
the caterpillars of 4 moths including pearly wood 
nymph and Io moths. A profuse bloomer, this na-
tive perennial grows 3-8’ tall and 2-3’ wide in full 
sun in rich, wet to moist soil. Also called scarlet 
rosemallow, it is flowering now in the pond at 
Sopchoppy Depot Park. On June 22, the Wakul-
la Garden Club will offer scarlet hibiscus in pots 
at the county extension plant sale. 

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

Established in 2008.
The primary funding source for 

Sur�ing’s Evolution & Preservation 
Foundation is the Florida “Endless 
Summer” specialty license plate. 
The plate is one way to show support for the sport of sur�ing, 
as well as keeping Florida’s beaches healthy and clean. So far, 
$10,674,302.20 has been raised from sales of the Endless summer 
specialty license plate in Florida. The Foundation also supports 
Special Olympics Florida with its board sports programs, and a 
number of beach cleanup organizations, including local af�iliates 
of Keep America Beautiful, which allows participation in annual 
events such as Earth Day and the International Coastal Cleanup. 

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
edition 

of

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

� e Survive and � rive Advocacy Center partnered with 
Tallahassee Community College, Florida Department of 

Health – Wakulla and Wakulla County Coalition for Youth 
for a Human Tra�  cking Community Conversation on 

Wednesday, June 12, at the TCC Wakulla Center. Debbie 
Kearney and Robin Hassler of STAC  in a discussion with 
the more than 50 participants. (Photo by Lynda Kinsey) 

We Are Open…
One Healing Hand LLC

3295 Crawfordville Hwy.
Suite 2

Crawfordville, F L 32327
Accepting New Patients! 
850-745-8886 
30 years Exp. • 14 years in IM 

Friday & Saturday

JUNE 21 & 22, 2024
9AM TO 3PM

Wakulla County Community Center

At No Cost

Held at Wakulla Community Center

2024

Readers’ Choice Awards Vote Now!
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By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

Clayton Sembler, Pres-
ident of CDS Manufactur-
ing, the company looking 
into buying the old refin-
ery site in St. Marks, was 
present at last week’s St. 
Marks City Commission 
meeting to discuss the 
plans for the land they’re 
in negotiations to buy.  

Sembler said that while 
his company provides a 
variety of services and 
supplies dozens of prod-
ucts to different clients 
at their main site in Gret-
na, the site in St. Marks 
would only be producing 
three of those products. 

He stated that the rea-
son St. Marks was select-
ed is so that the company 
can manufacture prod-
ucts and then sell them 
to buyers in places such 
as the Keys, by load-
ing those products on a 
barge. Their current plant 
isn’t close enough to the 
water to do this, and that 
access would open up a 
lot more business for his 
company.

Sembler also wanted 
to add that if any con-
cerned citizen wants to 
take a tour of the current 
facility to see what exactly 
is coming to St. Marks, 
they should reach out 

and contact him or the 
company vice president, 
and schedule a tour. 

Sembler said that 
someone had recently 
trespassed onto CDS’ 
manufacturing site, and 
had taken photos and 
video of the operations, 
which caused legal trou-
ble due to the company’s 
nondisclosure and con-
fidentiality agreements 
that it has with many of 
its clients.

All city commissioners 
were present at the meet-
ing on Thursday, June 
13, including the newly 
appointed Tim Lawrence, 
who was appointed on 
May 15 to replace former 
Mayor Paul Sheddan, 
who resigned from the 
city commission and filed 
a lawsuit against his fel-
low commissioners for 
defamation. (That lawsuit 
is still pending.) 

In other matters: 
• Shadrach Hines of St. 

Marks Waterfronts gave 
an update on plans for 
the Fourth of July cele-
bration, noting that half 
of the necessary $8,000 
for fireworks had been 
raised. 

Anyone who wishes to 
make a donation can go 
to Bo Lynn’s in St. Marks 
to pick up a donation 
form.

• A resolution con-
cerning the mutual aid 
agreement between the 
city and the state was 
drafted, due to a change 
in legislation at the state 
level which puts pressure 
on city governments to 
enter into mutual aid 
agreements with the state 
government, as opposed 
to just the county gov-
ernment. 

This aid primarily 
would be needed in times 
of natural disasters, such 
as in the aftermath of a 
hurricane. 

City commissioners 
were unsure of what the 
mutual side of the aid 
was, as St. Marks doesn’t 
have much equipment 
that could be used in 
an emergency, meaning 
the city  would likely be 
receiving much more aid 
than it could give. 

And city commission-
ers also expressed con-
cerns about the vague 

language of the resolution 
as it didn’t say whether or 
not the city would need 
to pay those who aided 
them back, or how it 
would change their cur-
rent agreement with the 
county government.

Mayor Steve Remke 
asked City Manager Zoe 
Mansfield if she could get 
the representative who 
reached out about the 
agreement to be present 
at the next regular meet-
ing, and Mansfield said 
she could.

•  M a n s f i e l d  a l s o 
brought up that the city 
had recently run an ad in 
the paper looking for bids 
to change some of the 
water lines in the city, as 
some of them are old and 
use materials such as as-
bestos. She noted that the 
money to replace the lines 
is coming from a grant, 
and the city won’t have to 
pay for the update.

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla 
Sun provides this Public Notice Section for 
all Public Notices not published in the Legal 

Notice section of the newspaper.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

St. Marks selling old refinery site

NOTICE OF RE-SCHEDULED
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wakulla County Board of County 
Commissioners will hold a Public 

Hearing on July 15, 2024 at 5:00p.m. 
in the Commission Chambers, 29 

Arran Rd., Crawfordville, FL  32327, to 
Consider: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR A REFERENDUM 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 5, 
2024, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING 
WHETHER THE WAKULLA COUNTY CHARTER 
SHOULD BE AMENDED TO REQUIRE A 
CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION EVERY SIX 
YEARS; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF THE 
REFERENDUM ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR 
THE TITLE AND SUBSTANCE OF THE BALLOT 
MEASURE; PROVIDING FOR VOTE-BY-MAIL 
BALLOTS; PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF ELECTION BOARDS; PROVIDING FOR 
CANVASSING BOARD CERTIFICATION OF 
RESULTS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

A copy of this ordinance shall be available for inspection by the public at 3093 
Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327.  Interested parties may appear at 
the Public Hearing or submit comments and be heard with respect to the proposed 
ordinance.  If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or 
commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she 
will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should contact the Wakulla 
County Board of County Commissioners Administration Office at least two (2) days 
prior to the meeting at (850) 926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; 
or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com

June 20, 2024

NOTICE OF RE-SCHEDULED
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wakulla County Board of County 
Commissioners will hold a Public 

Hearing on July 15, 2024 at 5:00p.m. 
in the Commission Chambers, 29 

Arran Rd., Crawfordville, FL  32327, to 
Consider: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR A REFERENDUM 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 5, 2024, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING WHETHER 
THE WAKULLA COUNTY CHARTER SHOULD 
BE AMENDED TO REQUIRE THE COUNTY TO 
COMMISISON AN IMPACT FEE STUDY BY A 
PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING FIRM IN JANUARY 
2025 AND EVERY FIVE YEARS THEREAFTER; 
PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF THE REFERENDUM 
ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE TITLE AND 
SUBSTANCE OF THE BALLOT MEASURE; 
PROVIDING FOR VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOTS; 
PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION 
BOARDS; PROVIDING FOR CANVASSING BOARD 
CERTIFICATION OF RESULTS; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

A copy of this ordinance shall be available for inspection by the public at 3093 
Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327.  Interested parties may appear at 
the Public Hearing or submit comments and be heard with respect to the proposed 
ordinance.  If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or 
commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she 
will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should contact the Wakulla 
County Board of County Commissioners Administration Office at least two (2) days 
prior to the meeting at (850) 926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; 
or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com June 20, 2024

NOTICE OF RE-SCHEDULED
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wakulla County Board of County 
Commissioners will hold a Public 

Hearing on July 15, 2024 at 5:00p.m. 
in the Commission Chambers, 29 

Arran Rd., Crawfordville, FL  32327, to 
Consider: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR A REFERENDUM 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 5, 2024, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING WHETHER 
THE WAKULLA COUNTY CHARTER SHOULD 
BE AMENDED TO REQUIRE WAKULLA COUNTY 
TO ADOPT AN ORDINANCE REGULATING 
INTERACTIONS BETWEEN PEDESTRIANS 
AND MOTORISTS, SUCH AS PANHANDLING; 
PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF THE REFERENDUM 
ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE TITLE AND 
SUBSTANCE OF THE BALLOT MEASURE; 
PROVIDING FOR VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOTS; 
PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION 
BOARDS; PROVIDING FOR CANVASSING BOARD 
CERTIFICATION OF RESULTS; AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

A copy of this ordinance shall be available for inspection by the public at 3093 
Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327.  Interested parties may appear at 
the Public Hearing or submit comments and be heard with respect to the proposed 
ordinance.  If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or 
commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she 
will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should contact the Wakulla 
County Board of County Commissioners Administration Office at least two (2) days 
prior to the meeting at (850) 926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; 
or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com June 20, 2024

June 6, 20, 2024

Persons interested in seeking a seat on the Sopchop-
py City Council may obtain an information packet 
from the City Clerk’s office, 105 Municipal Avenue, 
Sopchoppy, FL during normal business hours, Mon-
day - Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Qualifying begins at Noon, July 15th 
and ends at Noon, July 25th.  These packets must be 
picked up, returned and verified before Noon on 
July 15th when qualifying begins. Three seats on the 
Council will be open for the 2024 election which will 
be held November 5, 2024.

SOPCHOPPY CITY COUNCIL 
QUALIFYING INFORMATION

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

WAKULLA COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
INVITATION TO BID No. ITB 

2024-35
OTTER CREEK WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT FACILITY WET 
WEATHER STORAGE BASIN 

POND AND REJECT POND LINER 
INSTALLATION

ADVERTISEMENT BEGIN DATE: 
JUNE 20, 2024

RELEASE DATE: JUNE 20, 2024
BIDS DUE TO BOCC: 

JULY 16, 2024 @ 3:00 PM EST
Sealed bids to install a geomembrane liner in the Wet Weath-
er Storage Basin Pond and the Reject Pond at the Otter Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Facility will be received at the office 
of the Board of County Commissioners, 3093 Crawfordville 
Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327; until 3:00 P.M., Local 
Time, on Tuesday, July 16, 2024, at which time the bids will 
be opened and read aloud.  Bids received after the deadline 
will not be accepted.

The principal feature of this procurement by the County is 
known as Otter Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility Wet 
Weather Storage Basin Pond and the Reject Pond Liner In-
stallation.  The specifications of this procurement are stated 
in the ITB 2024-35. 

The ITB and any addenda issued will be posted to the Coun-
ty’s Website at www.mywakulla.com or can be obtained by 
contacting the County Purchasing Office at 850-926-0919 or 
ptaylor@mywakulla.com.

All technical inquiries and clarification requests shall be sub-
mitted in writing to Patty Taylor, Procurement and Contracts 
Coordinator, ptaylor@mywakulla.com in accordance with 
the ITB.  Verbal clarifications will not be provided.  

A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted 
vendor list following a conviction for a public entity crime 
may not submit a bid on a contract to provide any goods or 
services to a public entity, may not submit a bid on a contract 
with a public entity for the construction or repair of a public 
building or public work, may not submit bids on leases of real 
property to a public entity, may not be awarded or perform 
work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consultant 
under a contract with any public entity, and may not trans-
act business with any public entity in excess of the threshold 
amount provided in Section 287.017, Florida Statutes, for 
CATEGORY TWO ($35,000) for a period of 36 months from 
the date of being placed on the convicted vendor list.

The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners re-
serves the right to waive informalities in any bid; reject any 
or all proposals, in whole or in part; re-bid a project, in whole 
or in part; and to accept a proposal that in its judgment is the 
lowest and best bid of a responsible bidder.   In accepting a 
bid, Wakulla County may award a contract based only on the 
base bid, the base bid plus all alternates, or the base bid plus 
any alternates which Wakulla County selects -- with all deci-
sions being made based upon what Wakulla County believes 
to be the best interests of its ratepayers, in the reasonable ex-
ercise of its discretion.  Wakulla County further reserves the 
right to increase or decrease quantities as may be required to 
meet the needs of Wakulla County, at the unit price which 
was bid.  

Wakulla County does not discriminate based on race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, marital status and disabili-
ty/handicapped status in employment or provision of service.

Wakulla County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
MBE/WBE businesses are encouraged to participate

Wakulla County strictly enforces open and fair competition

ADA – Special Accommodations:  Any person requiring ac-
commodations by the County due to a disability should call 
the Purchasing Office at 850-926-0919 at least five (5) days 
prior to any pre-response conference, response opening, or 
meeting.  If you are hearing or speech impaired, please con-
tact the County Purchasing Office by the Florida Relay Ser-
vice, which can be reached at 1-800-955-8771 (TDD).

June 20, 2024

June 20, 2024

ST. MARKS WATERLINE UPGRADE
PROJECT # 50105342

NOTICE TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS
The City of St. Marks will receive sealed bids from 
any qualified person, company or corporation 
interested in constructing the: 

ST. MARKS WATERLINE UPGRADE
This project will include the replacement of approximately 
5,000 linear feet of aging watermain, non-functional valves, 
and upgrades to fire hydrants.   

Bid documents can be obtained at the St. Marks City Hall, 
788 Port Leon Drive, St. Marks, FL 32355.  The bid must 
conform to Section 287.133(3) Florida Statutes, on public 
entity crimes.

Completion date for this project will be 180 days from the 
date of the Notice to Proceed presented to the successful 
bidder.  

Liquidated damages for failure to complete the project on 
the specified date will be set at $200.00 per day.

A MANDATORY pre-bid meeting will be held on July 9, 
2024 @ 10:00 AM (EST), at the City Manager’s Office 
in the St. Marks City Hall, 788 Port Leon Drive, St. 
Marks, FL 32355. Any bidder interested in submitting a 
bid must attend this meeting.  
Please indicate on the envelope that this is a sealed bid for 
the “ST. MARKS WATERLINE UPGRADE”.
Bids will be received until 2:00 PM (EST) on July 31, 2024, 
at the City Manager’s Office in the St. Marks City Hall, 788 
Port Leon Drive, St. Marks, FL 32355, and will be opened 
and read aloud at 2:05 PM (EST).  All questions shall be 
submitted via email to TBurch@dewberry.com by July 19, 
2024, at 5:00 PM (EST). 

The City of St. Marks reserves the right to waive 
informalities in any bid, to accept and/or reject any or all 
bids, and to accept the bid that in their judgment will be in 
the best interest of The City of St. Marks.  

If you have any questions, please call Trevor Burch at (850) 
674-3300 or email him at TBurch@Dewberry.com

RESPONSIBLE VENDOR DETERMINATION

Respondent is hereby notified that Section 287.05701, 
Florida Statutes, requires that the County may not request 
documentation of or consider a vendor’s social, political, 
or ideological interests when determining if the vendor is a 
responsible vendor.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate your 
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
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“It’s A New Day!”

Editor, The Sun:

As we discussed, attached you will 
find a letter from the Florida Commis-
sion on Ethics. I hope you will print 
the letter in its entirety. Hopefully this 
will resolve the untrue complaints that 
have been alleged against me and we 
can put this issue to rest once and for 
all. If you need any additional informa-
tion, just let me know. I hope you have 
a great day!

Ralph Thomas
Wakulla County Commissioner

Dear Mr. Thomas:
This is in response to your above ref-

erenced inquiry in which you, an elect-
ed County Commissioner for Wakulla 
County, Florida, ask about potential 
voting conflicts you may have based on 
your work as a mortgage loan officer. 
You state that in your work as a mort-
gage loan officer, you provide residen-
tial home mortgages to individuals and 
families. You indicate that allegations 
have been raised that when you vote 
on individual applications to change 
zoning in your official capacity as a 
County Commissioner, there is a con-
flict of interest because your votes to 
approve such individual applications 
will increase the number of residential 
properties available, thereby increas-
ing the number of potential mortgage 
loan customers.

The statute applicable to your in-
quiry is Section 112.3143(3), Florida 
Statutes.1 Section 112.3143(3), which 
is part of the voting conflict statute, 
states:

No county, municipal, or other local 
public officer shall vote in an official ca-
pacity upon any measure which would 
inure to his or her special private gain 
or loss; which he or she knows would 

inure to the special private gain or loss 
of any principal by whom he or she 
is retained or to the parent organiza-
tion or subsidiary of a corporate prin-
cipal by which he or she is retained, 
other than an agency as defined in s. 
112.312(2); or which he or she knows 
would inure to the special private gain 
or loss of a relative or business associ-
ate of the public officer.

The statute defines “special private 
gain or loss” as an “economic benefit 
or harm that would inure to the officer, 
his or her relative, business associate 
or principal[.]” See Section 112.3143(1)
(d), Florida Statutes. Therefore, a vot-
ing conflict would be created if a coun-
ty commissioner were to vote on any 
measure that would financially affect 
himself or herself, or that he or she 
knows will financially affect a principal 
by whom he or she is retained, a rela-
tive, a business associate, or another 
person or entity listed in the statute.

When determining whether “special 
private gain or loss” will occur, Section 
112.3143(1)(d) specifies several fac-
tors must be considered, including the 
“degree to which there is uncertainty 
at the time of the vote as to whether 
there would be any economic benefit 
or harm to the public officer, his or her 
relative, business associate, or princi-
pal and, if so, the nature or degree of 
the economic benefit or harm . . .” In a 
number of opinions, the Commission 
on Ethics has found that the potential 
effects of a vote to be too “remote and 
speculative” to constitute the “special 
private gain or loss” required to violate 
the statute, when the potential finan-
cial effect of the vote on an individual 
enumerated in the statute is too atten-
uated.

For example, in CEO 06-8, the 
Commission considered a situation in 
which a city councilmember was faced 

with a vote to redevelop city-owned 
land located near properties owned 
by himself or his father. The Commis-
sion found the possible financial effect 
from the votes to be “remote or specu-
lative” and concluded that Section 
112.3143(3) would not apply, noting 
the nature and degree of effect on the 
properties in question was too uncer-
tain.

Additionally, CEO 89-45 concerned 
a situation where a city commissioner 
owned and operated a steel company 
that designed and bid steel packages 
to general contractors and developers. 
These general contractors and devel-
opers often appeared before the city 
commission to obtain approvals for 
projects located within the city. The 
Commission on Ethics found the city 
commissioner would not be in viola-
tion of Section 112.3143(3) if he were 
to vote on projects when, at the time of 
the vote, he and his company had not 
entered into any contact with the gen-
eral contractor or developer concern-
ing the project. In such cases—where 
he and his company had made no 
proposals to the general contractor or 
developer—the Commission found any 
perceived gain to him was too specula-
tive to find a conflict.

Turning to your inquiry, you indi-
cate your question concerns from indi-

viduals who are not your current cus-
tomers, and that you are not inquiring 
about county-wide zoning changes. 
Under these parameters, it appears 
any special private gain or loss these 
votes could have on you is too “remote 
or speculative” to constitute the type 
of “special gain” that would implicate 
the voting conflict statute. According-
ly, it appears Section 112.3143(3) will 
not prohibit you from voting on these 
measures. The only exception would 
be if—at the time of the vote— you 
know or have reason to believe that 
the individual seeking approval of his 
or her application for change of zoning 
is or will be a client of yours in your 
capacity as a mortgage loan officer. In 
that case, you should treat the vote as 
a conflict and respond in accordance 
with the requirements set forth in Sec-
tion 112.3143(3) (i.e., declare the con-
flict prior to the vote, abstain from the 
vote, and file the voting conflict memo-
randum (CE Form 8B) within 15 days 
of the vote).

Should you have further questions, 
or if this letter misinterprets the facts 
of your inquiry, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Gray Schafer
Assistant General Counsel

Florida Commission on Ethics

Editor, The Sun:

I’d like to thank The Wakulla Sun 
for its careful and conscientious han-
dling of our coming election and the 
candidates involved.

The Sun makes a clear differentia-
tion between paid political advertise-
ments and political announcements. 
These are clearly stated and are not 

represented as if they were news ar-
ticles.  

No matter which candidate you 
prefer, each person seeking office is 
treated fairly before the election in 
the different issues of the Sun.

I appreciate your professional 
journalism.

Sincerely,
Marj Law

Appreciate Sun’s handling of candidates

Ethics commission  responds to Ralph � omas about alleged con� ict

� ursday, June 20

• SUMMER BEGINS.
• Th e Wakulla County Chamber of Com-
merce is holding a Business Aft er Hours event 
at Riverside Cafe in St. Marks from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.
• Th e Cancer Support Group will meet in the 
Education Center of the Crawfordville Unit-
ed Methodist Church at 7 p.m. every third 
Th ursday of the month. Th is group meeting 
is for men and women, regardless of the type 
of cancer. Spouses, caregivers, and friends are 
welcome. For more information, call 850-
926-6050.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be held 
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Crawfordville, 
every Th ursday. Th ere are concessions and 
raffl  es.
• Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with Nellie every Th urs-
day. Classes are $12, at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, June 21

• Th e Wakulla County Tourist Development 
Council holds a public meeting at 9 a.m. in 
the large conference room in the BOCC Ad-
ministration Complex.
•  Salute to our Veterans event will be held at 
the Wakulla Community Center  from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 8 
p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, June 22

• 4th Annual Gage Pitman Rockin’ Reds Fish-
ing Tournament will be held at Woolley Park 
in Panacea from 2 to 6 p.m.  
• Th e Paul Hoover Memorial Freedom Run 
5K will be held at Wakulla Springs State Park 
beginning at 8 a.m.
• Th e Master Gardeners and the Garden Club 
will be holding plant sales on Saturday, June 
22, from 9 a.m. to noon at the livestock pa-
vilion at the 4-H extension offi  ce. Master 
Gardeners will be inside the arena; the Gar-
den Club will be outside the arena. Cash and 
check only.
• Th e Salute to our Veterans event will be held 
at the Wakulla Community Center  from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

• St. Marks Community Market, sponsored 
by Discover St. Marks, will be held from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at 815 Port Leon Drive.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Saturday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Sunday, June 23

• 4th Annual Gage Pitman Rockin’ Reds Fish-
ing Tournament will be held at Woolley Park 
in Panacea from 1 to 4 p.m.  

Monday, June 24

• Th e Sopchoppy Lions Club meets the 4th 
Monday of each month at the Historic Sop-
choppy High School at 6:30 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program will be avail-
able for anyone with memory impairment at 
no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake Ellen 
Baptist Church every Monday.
• Yoga 101 with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are 
$12, packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. and 
8 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, June 25

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held every 
week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
54 Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga Flow with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are 
$12, packages available at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, June 26

• Th e Wakulla County Chamber of Com-
merce is hosting their monthly Luncheon 
at the Wakulla County Community Center 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center every Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon and 
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, every 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Community 
Center. Bring a mat. Come early to sign in. 
Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2 per class.

Calendar of events for the week of June 20
On the Horizon 
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Wakulla grad to compete at 
Miss Florida

Wakulla Station News

Sopchoppy News
By DJ BUTCH

I attended the City of Sopchoppy 
meeting Monday. If you live in the 
city limits you should really attend 
the meetings to see what is going on 
in your town.  The meeting was short 
but they hit a few topics. 

The city is getting ready for the 
Fourth of July celebration. They are 
getting ready for the parade. Ven-
dors spots are filling up. Gonna be 
some great performances and don’t 

forget the Mr. Legs contest… 
One commissioner got some com-

plaints about snakes at the city 
park. Welcome to Florida y’all… Be 
careful and swim at your own risk. 
The city is going to mow close to the 
water to make the bank more visible. 
But your commissioners can’t stop 
wildlife. Always be careful and check 
your surroundings before entering 
the water. We have gators, snakes, 
locals and all kinds of wild animals. 

Three seats are up for election this 

year. You must live in the city limits 
to run and/or vote.  

I DJ every second Friday at Low 
Tide in Panacea, located under Tri-
dent. It was an awesome crowd. We 
had a really good time. I just wanted 
to say THANK YOU to everyone who 
came Friday night. It was an abso-
lute amazing night. I sold hats, got 
tips, took pics, signed autographs. I 
got several requests for my original 
music. I could really see and feel the 
love! I want y’all to know it means 
the world to me. The love y’all show 
is what has made me grow…. Thank 
you, I love ya and see ya next second 
Friiiiiiday!

I went to Seineyard for Father’s 
Day and I was approached by a gen-
tleman. He said he read the Sopchop-
py News. I really appreciate everyone 
who takes the time to read my article 
and follow me on social media. It is 
really growing and I’m very thankful 
to each one of you great people who 
support. 

Sopchoppy weather has been hot 
but sunny days! I did a little work 
in the yard and found out the Yella 
flies are still hanging out. Be safe in 
this heat. 

Sopchoppy is a special place. Lord 
bless this land. Amen.

By VERNA BROCK

I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Father’s Day. My family was able 
to get together on Saturday to cele-
brate a couple of June birthdays and 
Father’s Day, and had a great time. 
It was fun to all be together (for the 
most part) and just visit for a while. 

What a blessing!

Pam Adams shared a report from 
the Annual Conference of United 
Methodists in Lakeland this past 
Sunday morning. The two best 
things were the reappointment of 
Pastor Steve Montgomery for anoth-
er year; and a new grant program 

being designed to help fight child-
hood hunger in Florida. 

WHEW! Watching the FSU base-
ball team in Omaha has been a real 
roller coaster ride! The Gators hav-
en’t been any more relaxing either. 
Here’s hoping both teams keep win-
ning for a while more.

I know you all share my excite-
ment, nay, joy, at getting a few drops 
of rain this weekend. Our grass has 

gotten downright crunchy, and my 
flowers are beyond wilted...I fear this 
is going to be a long hot summer.  

Thank you for lifting our neigh-
bors and friends who are standing 
in the need of prayer.Two year old 
Jordan Cooper, Cindy Blackstock, 
her sister Deborah Giles, Patti Mox-
ley and the Moxley family, Mary Jo 
Dowling, Thelma Watts, Becky Per-
kins, Clem Bunker, and the family 
of Katie Page all need our prayerful 
support.

Library News 
Library News June 20-26

Thursday, June 20th
Creative Writing 10am
Veteran’s Meetup 11am
Summer Breakspot Free Meals for 
Kids 11am
Trail Blazers 2pm

Conservation Warriors 4pm
Wakulla Amateur

Friday, June 21st
Quilting Guild 9:30 am

Saturday, June 22nd
No programs

Sunday, June 23rd
Closed

Monday, June 24th
No Programs

Tuesday, June 25th
Book Bunch 10am
CTST 11am
Summer Breakspot Free Meals for 
Kids 11am

Summer performance at Commu-
nity Center Tiger Rock Martial Arts 
7pm

Wednesday, June 26th
Book Babies 10am
Summer Breakspot Free Meals for 
Kids 11am
Adventure Seekers 2pm
Knitters 4pm

Tia Unsell

< Question of The Week > 

JEFF THARPE
The Lawn Ranger

“Drink a lot of 
water and hope for 
the best. I’m in the 
lawn business so I 
try to work along 

the  shade lines 
when I can.” 

REBECCA HUMPHRIES
Retired

“It depends on 
how humid it 

is. If it is really 
humid, I am 

hunting the air 
conditioning.”

Polled at Crawfordville Quick Stop:

MARZELL MANN
Thomas Concrete

“Go to the 
beach or a 

pool.”

“Go swimming 
somewhere.”

GERALD BONDS
Commercial Fisherman

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

TONY WILLIAMS
GPS Automotive

“Get in the 
pool!”

What do you do to cool off  in this heat?

 On June 9th through 14th, the Area 10 Navy JROTC Leadership Academy was held 
at Riverside Preparatory Academy in Gainesville, Ga. Leadership Academy consists 
of the top 5 percent of cadets in their respected area in which the cadets go through 
rigorous training and academics to earn the silver leadership cord. � is year, Lead-
ership Academy was comprised of three di� erent areas, Area 8 (Tennessee schools), 
Area 9 (Atlanta) and Area 10 (Lower Georgia and Florida panhandle schools to in-
clude Jacksonville). Wakulla High School had three cadets graduate from Leadership 
Academy this year.
Pictured are MSGT Tony Lane (Naval Science Instructor), C/LCDR Heath McBrayer, 
C/ENS Joshua Bennight, C/ENS Kaylena Pontones, IT1(SW/AW) Chuck Meyer-
riecks (Naval Science Instructor)

Leadership Academy

Tia Unsell, 25, of Crawfordville, will 
be competing June 26th-29th at the 
88th Miss Florida Scholarship Compe-
tition in Lakeland.

Currently, Unsell holds the title of 
Miss Ocala. Unsell won the title of Miss 
Ocala January 27th at Eastside High 
School in Gainesville, FL, where there 
were nine young women in her division. 
This will be the first time in seven years 
that there has been a Miss Ocala rep-
resentative on the Miss Florida stage. If 
crowned Miss Florida, she would be the 
first young woman from the Panhandle 
of Florida to win the crown in 10 years. 
She will be competing in five mandatory 
phases of competition: Private Interview, 
On Stage Question, Evening Gown, Tal-
ent and a new phase fitness, that was 
implemented into the competition last 
year. Unsell’s community service ini-
tiative is Dancers Against Cancer, a 
nonprofit organization that provides 
financial assistance to dancers, dance 
educators and their families battling 
cancer. Currently this organization has 
raised over $3 million with their goal of 
$5 million. Her talent is a jazz dance to 
“Fame” by Nautri Naughton.

The winner of the Miss Florida Schol-
arship Competition will go on to com-
pete at Miss America in early 2025 in 
Orlando, FL. The Miss America Organi-
zation is the largest provider of scholar-
ships for young women.

Unsell is a 2017 graduate of Wakulla 
High School and is a graduate of Florida 
State University with a degree in Com-
munication Sciences & Disorders to be-
come a Speech Language Pathologist. 
She is also a recreational and compet-
itive dance teacher at Studio 88 Dance 
Productions in Crawfordville.

To keep up with the competition week, 
please like the Miss Florida Scholarship 
Program page and Miss Ocala 2024- Tia 
Unsell on Facebook.

FOLLOW THE SUN.
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By MARJ LAW

Today we’re at the gun 
range with four hand-
guns:

• FN 509C
• CZ PO7
• Sig Sauer M11 A1
• Sig Sauer P320 AXG 

Classic
If you had asked me 

about these four hand-
guns 20 years ago, I’d 
have said they are all 
black, and have things 
Joe calls a trigger, a 
trigger guard, a maga-
zine, a button to let out 
the magazine, a thing 
Joe calls a “slide,” and a 
few levers on the lower 
part of the gun that he 
calls the frame. They all 
looked the same to me. 
Like a car: 4 wheels, 
doors, and it gets you 
where you want to go.

Some people can talk 
at length about differ-
ences in cars. I only care 
about a certain degree 
of comfort, it gets you 
from place to place and 
it doesn’t break down.

But handguns?
They are all unique 

and different in their 
own ways.

Take these four guns. 
Back when, I’d have 
said they’re all about 
the same length and 
height, similar weight, 

and they’re black. Two 
have sticky-outy things 
(hammers) protruding 
from the back of that top 
thing (slide), and two of 
them do not.

Today, all these years 
later, I’d begin by saying 
two are hammer-fired 
guns and the other two 
are striker-fired guns.

Joe and I have a run-
ning enthusiastic dis-
agreement. He prefers 
hammer guns and I pre-
fer striker guns.

“Hammer guns have 
the very best triggers; 
no questions asked,” 
he says self-assured-
ly. “Most hammer guns 
were designed by the 
honorable John Moses 
Browning.” He gives this 
statement the moment 
of silence the Browning 
name deserves. 

“Their design has with-
stood the test of time” he 
continues. “I like the 
angle of the grips, too. 
In the Navy, I learned 
to shoot a hammer gun. 
Yes, they are the best.”

Oh, sure. 
Well, I prefer strik-

er-fired guns. Their 
new(ish) designs have 
made them often easy 
to shoot and easy to 
learn. They often have 
less recoil. Most of us 
prefer less recoil. I like 
a low recoil, easy gun. 
Striker-fired handguns 
are the best.

So today, Joe’s out to 
prove me wrong. Ha. The 
FN and the Sig 320 are 
striker-fired guns. The 
Sig M11 A1 and the CZ 
are hammer-fired guns.

We’re going to shoot-
three rounds with each 
of the four guns for a 
total possible 12 hits on 
each target. The target 
on the right will be for 

the striker guns and the 
one on the left will have 
holes from the hammer 
guns.

To add a little more 
interest, the striker FN 
has a polymer frame and 
so does the hammer CZ.

As Athlon outdoors 
says: “Polymer frames 
offer a few advantages, 
including flex for some 
recoil absorption, lower 
cost, and, in some cas-
es, lighter weight. How-
ever, they don’t match 
the more organic feel of 
metal frames, and they 
lack a certain aesthetic 
appeal as well.”

The hammer Sig M11 
A1 has a metal frame 
and the striker Sig P320 
has a metal frame.

Often the heavier guns 
have an advantage in 
accuracy because the 
gun stays solidly in your 
hands; its mass absorbs 
some of the recoil. So, 
you’d guess that the Sig 
M11 A1 and the Sig P320 
would have a slight edge 
over the FN and the CZ.

They are a bit heavier. 
The metal Sig M11 A1 
weighs 29.6 ounces and 
the P320 is 31.3 ounces. 
Part of this is due to the 
320’s longer grip with 
a 17-round magazine, 
while the other three 
guns have 15-round 

magazines. The polymer 
framed FN is 25.5 ounc-
es and the CZ is 27.7. 
Will a few ounces make 
a difference?

Barrel length in these 
4 is very similar: the 
FN 3.7 inches, CZ 3.8 
inches, Sig M11 A1 3.9 
inches and the Sig 320 
3.9 inches too. FN is 6.8 
inches long, CZ is 7.2 
inches long, M11 A1 is 
7.1 inches long and the 
P320 is 7.4 inches long. 
You can see that barrel 
length and the length of 
the guns is quite similar. 

So, we’ve found four 
guns with similar size 
and weight. Two are 
hammer guns and two 
are striker guns, and one 
of the hammer guns has 
a metal frame and one 
has a polymer frame. Of 
the striker guns, one has 
a metal frame and one a 
polymer frame. Thanks 
to our friend Ed, who has 
loaned us a couple hand-
guns, we’re off to the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office range to make the 
definitive answer as to 
which is best: hammer or 
striker-fired guns.

For some people, I’d 
be afraid they’d shoot 
poorly on the guns they 
didn’t like. However, Joe 
is proud of his shooting 
and too ethical to shoot 

poorly to prove a point.
Here we go. Oh, and 

we’ll shoot the hammer 
guns in single action 
only. Otherwise, we’ll 
need a tow truck to pull 
them in double action. 
(Sorry, Joe.)

We begin with the 
Sig 320 with the metal 
frame. It’s a striker (my 
fave). Joe gets all three 
bullets in our 8-inch 
target at 21 feet. Two of 
them hit the bullseye. I 
get all mine in too and 
one is a bullseye. Wah-
hoo! Joe rates trigger, 
trigger pull, recoil, grip, 
and racking the slide all 
as the easiest you can 
get. I give trigger pull, 
trigger travel and recoil 
easy scores, but the grip 
is too wide for me and I 
find racking the slide is 
a bit stiff.

Next, we shoot the FN 
509: also a striker. No 
bull’s-eyes from either of 
us on this one, but you 
can see that we shot a 
couple tight groupings 
with only 1 shot at the 
lower edge of the target.

When it comes to 
the hammer guns, Joe 
shoots the Sig M11 A1 
first. Again, three shots 
each. Drat. He gets the 
first in the bullseye and 
the second shot smack 
close to the bull’s-eye. 

The last shot is an oops! 
I don’t get the center, 

but all three are on the 
target.

Last, we shoot the 
hammer-fired CZ. It’s 
shooting low. Or are we 
the ones shooting low? 
But three shots each in 
an 8-inch target is pretty 
consistent.

All four guns shoot 
accurately and with no 
failures to fire or other 
glitches. On this partic-
ular day, we both shot 
the striker-fired guns a 
smidgen more accurate-
ly. And the striker Sig 
P320 has wooden grips 
which seat very comfort-
ably in our hands.

Our shooting of four 
similarly sized 9mm 
handguns hasn’t given 
any edge to either striker 
or hammer-fired guns.

So, Joe maintains 
hammer guns are the 
best, and has his experi-
ence in the Navy to back 
it up.

I know that strik-
er-fired handguns are 
the best. 

Because, well, I know 
it.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who 
has become an avid 
shooter in retirement.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

Four guns: two striker-fi red, two hammer-fi re

On his weekly wildlife survey at Wakulla Springs, 
retired park ranger Bob � ompson snapped this photo 

of a common gallinule chick.

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing
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Palm Tree 
Trimming
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Capt. Jacobs addressing Flotilla members.

Last week during the 
monthly business meet-
ing for Flotilla 12, Captain 
Jacobs from the Civil 
Air Patrol joined us and 
discussed the benefits of 
enhancing our operations 
through coordination of 
activities between our 
unique organizations. 

Kathy Braud received 
an award for being a part 
of the Coast Guard Aux-
iliary Flotilla 0810102 
Hurricane Idalia response 
team.

This coming weekend, 
Flotilla 12 will host the 
quarterly Division Meet-
ing in Tallahassee. We are 
excited to bring together 
leadership and members 
from across our division. 
We are the farthest flotilla 
to the east with Pensacola 
being our most western 
presence. 

With the increasing 
heat in our area, please 
remember to stay hydrat-
ed and attentive to those 
around you when out on 
the water. Dehydration 
impacts all of our senses 
and physical capabilities. 
It is a contributing factor 
to heat exhaustion and 
heat stroke. 

Thanks to Sherrie, we 
will always remember 
safe boating is no acci-
dent!!

If you would like to 
learn more about ves-
sel safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, Staff 
Officer for Vessel Exam-
inations at steve.hults@
uscgaux.net 

 
Please contact us for 

more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out our 
website at www.uscgaux.
net follow us on FaceBook 
@ Apalachee Bay Flotilla 
12 or contact our Flotilla 
Commander Jim Kenny 
at jimc809@gmail.com .

The Coast Guard Auxil-
iary is the uniformed civil-
ian volunteer component 
of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxiliary 
was created by Congress 
in 1939. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown Treadon

Last week during the 
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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76% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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From FWC News

Th i s  r epo r t  r ep -
resents some events the 
FWC handled May 31 to 
June 6 in the Northwest 
Region. (No cases were 
reported for Wakulla 
County.) 

FRANKLIN COUNTY

• Officer Hartzog was 
conducting a night wa-
ter patrol on East Bay 
and observed an indi-
vidual throwing a cast 
net along the shore-
line. Officer Hartzog 
stopped the individual 
to conduct a resource 
inspection. During the 
inspection, Officer Hart-
zog observed the subject 
possessed wild shrimp 
harvested in a prohibit-
ed area and freshwater 

gamefish harvested us-
ing an illegal method. 
The officer cited the 
violations accordingly.

JACKSON COUNTY

• Off icer T. Scott 
received a complaint 
about someone snor-
keling in Merritt’s Mill 
Pond Fish Management 
Area without a dive 
flag. When he arrived 
on scene, Officer Scott 
saw the person snor-
keling with a speargun 
attempting to shoot fish. 
Officer Scott filed one 
count of possession of 
a speargun upon fresh-
waters of the state. 

• Officer H. Forehand 
was on vessel patrol on 
Merritt’s Mill Pond when 
he saw a person snor-
keling with a speargun 

attempting to shoot fish. 
As Officer Forehand 
approached and the per-
son dropped the spear-
gun. The person was 
charged with attempting 
to take freshwater fish 
by an illegal method. 

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY

• Lt. W. Walsingham, 
Investigator S. Williams, 
Officers R. Hicks, and 
J. Touchton responded 
to a report of a young 
person who fell into a 
sinkhole and was un-
able to get out. FWC 
officers assisted Chipley 
Fire Department, Wash-
ington County EMS, 
and Washington County 
Sheriff’s Office to lower 
a rope 90 feet down and 
remove the individual 

from the sinkhole. He 
was checked by EMS 
and found to be unin-
jured. He was educated 
about avoiding areas 
posted as closed and is-
sued a trespass warning 
for the park. 

WALTON COUNTY

• Lt. W. Walsingham 
and Officers R. Hicks and 
J. Touchton responded 
to subjects stranded in a 
paddleboat on the Choc-
tawhatchee River below 
Morrison Springs. Two 
subjects had taken the 
vessel downstream and 
became overtaken by the 
current and unable to 
return. FWC officers and 
Walton County Sheriff’s 
Office worked together 
to locate the vessel and 
safely return the individ-
uals to the ramp. 

FWC Law Enforcement Report

24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Underwater    WakullaBy Rusty Miller

Summer diving

When you read this article summer officially will 
be a day away and in full swing. Of course those 
of us who have been living in the great state of 
Florida have been enjoying the warm temperatures 
for several months now. 

FYI: the gulf water temperature as of this writing 
is 85 degrees. That means for most of us no more 
thick wetsuits. The interesting thing is these tem-
peratures of our Gulf is usually starting in July.

I have been getting reports that the water seems 
to be clearer than usual just a few miles off  Pan-
ma City Beach. A friend of mine went diving at 
the USS Strength in about 80 feet and as soon as 
you start descending down the anchor chain you 
could see the full wreck. 

Last year you were lucky to get much over 25-30 
foot visibility. I think that when we start getting 
tropical storms and/or hurricanes out in the Gulf 
this will change almost overnight.

I will be conducting an advanced class next 
weekend (22nd-23rd) in Panama City Beach. Sat-
urday we will meet at the dive boat around 2-3pm 
and head out for three dives that will end with a 
night dive that evening. 

Then on Sunday we will meet at Morrison 
Springs to do the last three dives. Hopefully the 
springs will remain clear like it is today. 

I am ready to hit the water because last week 
I was asked to go to a vacation bible school for a 
local church with all my scuba gear on less the 
wetsuit. Their theme had to do with scuba dive 
into friendship with God. 

When I got there to the church they showed me 
where I could change and asked if I would stand 
where they checked the kids in. The response was 
awesome from the kids to the parents.

I got a chance to tell them of some of the in-
credible life under the ocean that I have had the 
privilege to swim with and experience through my 
many decades of diving and how little we know 
about the ocean. 

The questions that those kids asked were very 
good questions and we had such a great time. It 
shows how the creation is more than on the dry 
land but such diversity of creatures under the 
oceans. The only concept those creatures have 
is eat or be eaten, they don’t care much about 
anything other than that.

Until next week, keep making bubbles.

Russell Miller NAUI #59999

Readers’ Choice

Vote 
Now!

2024
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God loves you – unconditionally and without fail

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
 
 Have you ever been 

afraid someone you love 
would stop loving you? 
Maybe you’re struggling 

with insecurity. Perhaps 
you haven’t been very 
loving yourself. Or may-
be it’s been a long time 
since you’ve been your 
“best self,” and you’re 
afraid someone you care 
about is going to give up 
on you.

This week’s verse 
speaks of the type of love 
we all crave – the “love 
[that] never ends” (1 
Corinthians 13:8 ESV). 
Several translations say, 
“Love never fails.”

Raise your hand, or 
better yet, email me if 
you can promise to love 

any person in your life 
perfectly, all the time, no 
matter what. (I’m not ex-
pecting a lot of emails.) 

Most of us aim never 
to fail when it comes to 
loving people we care 
about. We seek to love 
God perfectly, yet we 
fail here also. We prove 
it each time we dishonor 
Him with one of our poor 
choices. 

Isn’t it good to know 
God’s love for us never 
fails, no matter what 
we do? His love for us 
remains forever strong. 
While He doesn’t love 

all our choices, He does 
love us – unconditionally 
and without fail.  

May we not take our 
heavenly Father’s love 
for granted. Rather, as 
we become more and 
more aware of God’s love 
for us and mature in our 
love for Him, may we 
become better at loving 
those around us. 

Loving others, espe-
cially when they don’t 
“deserve” our affection, 
is more important than 
we realize. When we 
model God’s love, our re-
lationships thrive. When 

we refrain from behav-
ing in unloving, spite-
ful ways to those who 
annoy us, mistreat us 
and don’t love us back, 
we show the world what 
real love looks like. This 
type of love begins with 
understanding God’s 
love for us, recognizing 
God’s love for others and 
purposing to love others 
with the love He puts in 
our hearts.

How can you exhibit 
this kind of love toward 
others?  

My husband, Bert, 
often demonstrates this 

type of love toward me. 
After we fight, he’ll come 
to me – even when I’m 
still angry – and hold 
me. Each time he does, 
I experience the kind of 
love I crave most at that 
moment – a love that 
whispers, “I will never 
stop loving you.”

  
Sheryl H. Boldt is a 

sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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By JAMES SNYDER

It was evening, and 
the day was just about 
over. The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
and I were chilling in 
the living room, watch-
ing TV.

It is always lovely 
when the day ends, and 
you can relax. Doing 
nothing can become a 
habit.

I’m not sure what we 
were watching on TV; 
it really doesn’t matter. 
What matters is that 
we were relaxing and 
enjoying the evening 
together. No appoint-
ments, no plans, just 
an evening of doing 
nothing. It’s that kind 
of relaxing that I can’t 
get enough of. It’s too 
late to do anything, and 
it’s too early to go to 
bed. What a wonderful 
scenario.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
went out into the kitch-
en and then called me 
and said, “Do you think 
you’ve had enough ice 
cream for the day?”

I didn’t know if it was 
a rhetorical question or 

she was setting me up 
for a trap. I’ve been set 
up before, and I’ll never 
know when the next one 
will be. Anything with 
ice cream is worth the 
chance.

I cheerfully respond-
ed, “I’ll tell you when 
I’ve had enough ice 
cream and I haven’t 
had enough for today.”

A soft voice from 
the kitchen area said, 
“Would you like me to 
bring you another bowl 
of ice cream?”

I responded, “That 
would be wonderful, 
and I sure would appre-
ciate that.”

I can never think 
of a time when I had 
too much ice cream. 
My mother often told 
me I had too much ice 
cream. But you know 
how mothers are? They 
don’t always tell the 
truth.

When it comes to veg-
etables, I can have too 
much of that. I can have 
too much when it comes 
to other things as well. 
But who in their right 
mind could ever say 
they’ve had too much 
ice cream?

My mother once told 
me, “You should be eat-
ing more fruits instead 
of ice cream.”

I responded, “Well 
then,  get  me some 
peach ice cream.”

As I was growing up, 
all my mother wanted 
to do was feed me veg-
etables. It’s not that I 
don’t like vegetables, 

but there comes a time 
when I’ve had enough.

When I was young, 
my favorite Saturday 
morning cartoon was, 
Popeye the Sailor Man. 
As you know, Popeye is 
famous for eating spin-
ach, which gave him all 
the energy and strength 
he needed.

One Saturday, as I 
was watching Popeye, 
my mother came in 
and said, “Oh, I see 
you’re watching Pop-
eye the Sailor Man. 
Do you know he loves 
spinach? I think maybe 
you should start eating 
spinach like Popeye.”

I looked at my mother 
seriously and said, “You 
do know that Popeye 
smokes a pipe. So if I 
eat his spinach do I also 
smoke his pipe?”

That was the last 
time my mother ever 
brought that subject 
up.

As a youngster, I 
mowed the grass for 
our neighbor next door, 
who had a tiny grocery 
shop. When I mowed 
the grass, I went into 
her little shop, and she 
gave me soda pop and 
my favorite ice cream 
cone.

She could’ve paid 
me money to mow the 
grass, but what value 
can you put on your 
favorite ice cream cone?

So when The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage asked me 
if I’d had enough ice 
cream, I cheerfully told 

her, “absolutely not.” 
There is no way under 
the sun that I could 
ever have enough ice 
cream in one day.

If there ever comes 
a time when I answer 
my wife’s question by 
saying, “Yes, my dear, 
I think I’ve had enough 
ice cream for today,” 
you know I’ve lost my 
mind.

I’ve often wondered 
who invented ice cream. 
They sure have my ap-
proval. I think they did 
a wonderful thing to the 
human race by creating 
something as delicious 
as ice cream. Even to 
this day, I can’t name 
all of the different fla-
vors of ice cream.

My goal in life is to 
find all the different 
flavors of ice cream and 
sample each one for the 
world’s record.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage 
brought me a very nice 
bowl of ice cream. “Here 
you are, I hope this is 
enough ice cream for 
tonight.”

I just smiled at her 
because I never think 
beyond the ice cream 
I’m eating at the time. 
I refuse to compromise 
that marvelous experi-
ence of eating ice cream 
by thinking of other 
things.

Then my wife said 
s o m e t h i n g  r a t h e r 
strange. “Do you know,” 
she said rather serious-
ly, “that there is no ice 
cream in heaven?”

I chuckled as I ate 
another spoonful of 
ice cream. I looked at 
her and said, “That’s 
why I’m trying to eat 
as much ice cream as I 
can now. I want to get 
my share of ice cream 
while I still have the 
opportunity.”

While eating that ice 
cream I remembered 
a verse in the Bible. 
It caused me to think 
about some of my hab-
its.

“Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for what-
soever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to 
the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlast-
ing” (Galatians 6:7-8).

Sometimes I want 
what I want when I 
want it. Usually, I don’t 
give much thought to 
consequences.

I need to sharpen my 
focus on my spiritual 
life and trust God to 
lead me everyday.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.

I’ll tell you when I’ve had enough
OUT TO PASTOR

By CHERYL CRUCE

It feels like yesterday 
when I was a shadow in 
the garden, walking the 
rows behind my Daddy. 
Wearing a pair of over-
alls and stepping bare-
foot in his tracks, I loved 
spending time with my 
Dad in the garden. He 
would loosen the soil, 
and I would grab the 
newly uncovered potato 
to place in the bucket. 

Dad’s garden was al-

ways full of good things 
to eat, and harvest time 
was busy. Mom would 
prepare the yield for 
canning for the months 
ahead. With those days 
gone by, I miss the 
freshness of the garden 
harvest. 

Dad was never a big-
time farmer, just a gar-
dener who understood 
the wonder of a tiny 
seed feeding his family 
and often the neighbors, 
too. My daughter mar-
ried a farmer, although 
he would humbly reject 
the “big-time” reference. 
He prefers being called 
“The Hay Guy.” Through 
him, I gained a new re-
spect for the American 
farmer. Up before the 
sun and home long after 
the supper dishes are 
cleared away, the farm-
er continues to look be-

yond the moment. They 
understand which fields 
will produce the greatest 
crops and how to culti-
vate, plant, and irrigate 
the endless rows for the 
best produce. 

I have also learned to 
appreciate the slow-mov-
ing farm equipment on 
rural roads. Instead of 
feeling frustrated while 
driving behind the ma-
chinery, I see it as a tes-
tament to an American 
farmer’s hard work and 
dedication. Seeing these 
massive machines re-
minds me of the journey 
from tiny seeds to the 
produce that eventually 
reaches our tables. Slow 
travel is no longer an in-
convenience but a part 
of the rhythm of rural 
life that I have learned to 
embrace.

It’s incredible how 

farmers devotion to his 
work can be a powerful 
metaphor for how a be-
liever can plant seeds of 
faith in a person’s spirit. 

Just as a farmer care-
fully sows seeds in the 
soil, Christians sow the 
seeds of love, kindness, 
and compassion in the 
world around them. The 
parable of the farmer 
sowing seeds takes on 
a deeper meaning when 
we consider the critical 
role of tending the seeds 
of faith in others. As 
believers, we can nur-
ture and support those 
around us. We can help 
the seeds of faith take 
root and grow, much like 
a farmer cultivates the 
soil to ensure a bounti-
ful harvest. We, too, can 
bring a harvest of good-
will.

Even so, the farmer’s 

field can be vulnerable 
to the elements of the 
world—such as flood-
ing, winds, and drought. 
When this happens, the 
farmer does not give up. 
He begins again with re-
newed hope as he pre-
pares the ground for 
a new seed. Similarly, 
when we share the Word 
of God with others, we 
may wonder if we are 
making a difference. 

Sometimes, the ele-
ment of sin threatens the 
harvest. We cannot give 
up. The Apostle Paul en-
courages us not to grow 
weary but to stay fo-
cused; he promises that 
soon we will reap a good 
harvest (Galatians 6:9). 

Therefore, let us not 
give up on doing good. 
God has given us seeds 
of encouragement to 
plant in the hearts of 

others. We may never 
see the results of the 
seeds we sow in their 
lives. However, God has 
promised that His word 
will return a harvest 
(Isaiah 55:11). 

So, let us embrace 
the farmer’s wisdom and 
continue cultivating the 
good seeds of the King-
dom of God as we love 
and care for one anoth-
er. 

1 Corinthians 3:6,9  I 
planted the seed, Apollos 
watered it, but God has 
been making it grow. 9 
For we are co-workers 
in God’s service; you are 
God’s field, God’s build-
ing.

 
Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 

is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchoppy 
United Methodist Church.
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Peggy Brett Page, 91, of Wakulla Station, died 
peacefully on June 12, 2024, after a lengthy ill-
ness.

Born January 5, 1933, in DeFuniak Springs, 
the third daughter of John and Gladys Brett, Peg-
gy lived in Tallahassee and graduated from Leon 
High School in 1950. On June 16, 1956, she mar-
ried her husband of 48 years Edward L. Page Sr. 
Peggy retired from Florida State University where 
she worked for many years. In 1983, she and Ed 
moved to Wakulla Station where she resided until 
her passing.

The middle child of seven brothers and sisters 

Peggy dearly loved and was fiercely loyal to her sib-
lings, her in-laws and her many nieces and neph-
ews. 

She was predeceased by her husband Edward, 
her oldest brother H. James Brett, older sister Bob-
bye Reid, and younger brothers Mickey Brett and 
George Brett. She is survived by her son Edward L. 
Page Jr., oldest sister Gloria DeStefano and young-
est sister Patsy Tadlock.

A graveside service will be held on Monday, 
June 17, 2024, at 1 p.m. at the Woodville Ceme-
tery officiated by Wayne Baker, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Wakulla Station. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Big Bend Hospice, 1723 
Mahan Center Blvd., Tallahassee FL 32308.

George Burton Root, 71, formerly of Crawfordville, 
passed away June 8, 2024, in Joshua, Texas. He was 
born on May 3, 1953, in Philipsburg, Pennsylvania.

After graduating from Moshannon Valley High School 
in 1971 George served in the United States Navy as a 
Boiler Technician from 1972 to 1976. His career path led 
him being a Federal Correctional Officer and then a US 
Mail Carrier until his retirement in 2010. 

He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Susan Rene 
Metcalf Root formerly of Panacea; two sons, Jonathan 
Root, Gig Harbor, Washington, and Jonas Root, Josh-
ua, Texas; and the apple of his eye, his only grandson, 
Korbin Root, Gig Harbor, Washington; sisters, Donna 

Aylward (Jim), Bradford, Pennsylvania, Daisy Mosley, 
Houtzdale, Pennsylvania, Howard Root (Paula), Osceo-
la Mills, Pennsylvania, David Root, Brisbin, Pennsylva-
nia, Jeffrey Root, Bradford, Pennsylvania, Elaine Owens 
(Mike), Detroit, and Pamela Hull, Mansfield, Ohio, plus 
many nieces and nephews who he adored.

He was preceded in death by his father George Bur-
ton Root Sr., mother Alice Faye Stonebraker Root, sis-
ters Sandra McDonald and Catherine Root-Roberts and 
brother Mark Root. 

A service to honor George’s life will be held on Wednes-
day, June 12, 2024 at 10 a.m. at Mountain Valley Funer-
al Home, 3407 SW Wilshire Blvd, Joshua, Texas 76058.

• Because there is no mail delivery for the 
Juneteenth holiday on June 19, many sub-
scribers will receive the Sun a day late.
• There is no Sheriff ’s Report this week. 
That feature will return next week.

Editor’s Notes

Church Briefs
• Macedonia Community Church to hold Fun 
Day on July 20

You are cordially invited to attend and participate 
in our annual “Fun Day” to be held at the Macedonia 
Community Church of Sopchoppy, 1085 Sopchoppy 
Hwy. in  Sopchoppy. The fun-filled day of activities 

will be held July 20th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The event will feature, games wellness checks, 

wellness workshops, wellness resources and food.
This is a “free” community event and you are en-

couraged to come and enjoy a day of fun with your 
family and friends.

We are hoping to see you there.
Bishop Alfred Nelson Sr., Presiding Bishop and 

Mother Bobbery Rosier, Event Coordinator for the 
West Florida Diocese Church of Christ Written In 
Heaven.

Ed Brimner

Political races set

Peggy Brett Page

George Burton Root

Please 
 Recycle

From Front Page

use of office space.
The culture of this 

office now reflects the 
desire to follow laws and 
serve our fellow citizens. 
Many of the changes 
made were needed due 
to years of poor man-
agement culminating in 
the removal of the prior 
property appraiser for 
fraud.

On my second day in 
office, I discovered the 
IRS had filed a Federal 
Tax Lien against this of-
fice totaling $58,441.95, 
including civil penalties 
of $55,929.33 for errors 
dating back to 2015. Af-
ter 6 months of constant 
work, the civil penalties 
were waived and we re-
ceived a Release of Fed-
eral Tax Lien on June 
23, 2021.

When I took office, an 
out-of-town CPA firm 
performed the Property 
Appraiser’s accounting 
and payroll. Mr. Greg 
James, the Wakulla 
County Clerk of Court 
and Comptroller, in-
formed me his office 
performed accounting 
and payroll functions 
for other county offices 
and could provide this 
service to the Property 
Appraiser’s office. With 
the Clerk’s help, we are 
saving Wakulla Citizens 
tens of thousands of 
dollars every year. An 
additional benefit of this 
agreement is there is 
even more oversight on 
internal spending.

Unfortunately, there 
have been some hic-
cups during the last 
three years. The “BIG 
ONE” involved a vacant 
parcel that was inad-
vertently assessed at 
$307,500,000 rather 
than the correct amount 
of $7,500. The Wakulla 
County Tax Collector 
noticed this larger than 
usual tax bill and alert-
ed us. I immediately 
informed our taxing au-
thorities. Budgets were 
adjusted and no money 

was wasted. A new in-
ternal check was im-
plemented to prevent a 
recurrence of this error. 
The system of checks 
and balances worked. 

To maintain an ac-
ceptable quality of life 
in Wakulla County, lo-
cal governments need 
revenue. Your property 
taxes support public 
education, law enforce-
ment, fire safety, street 
maintenance, parks and 
recreation, and other 
services. Florida stat-
utes require the prop-
erty appraiser to assess 
all property using the 
“market” value; which 
means the price a typi-
cal buyer would pay for 
your property. This of-
fice has a legal responsi-
bility to study property 
sales and appraise your 
property accordingly. 
Determining a fair and 
equitable value is the 
only role of this office in 
the taxing process.

If a property apprais-
er fails to do their job, 
assessed values become 
skewed. Some people 
are forced to pay more 
than their fair share of 
taxes to support govern-
ment operations. Artifi-
cially low assessments 
on some buildings forc-
es our taxing authorities 
to raise the millage rate 
on all citizens to make 
up the difference. A ex-
pert property appraiser 
is important.

This office has many 
other responsibilities 
including:

• Tracking ownership 
changes

• Tracking permits 
and documenting new 
construction

• Accepting and ap-
proving applications 
from individuals eligi-
ble for exemptions and 
other forms of property 
tax relief

• Keeping descrip-
tions of buildings and 
property characteristics 
up to date

• Analyzing trends in 
sales prices, construc-

tion costs, and rents to 
best estimate the value 
of property

• Maintaining maps of 
parcel boundaries

I know how import-
ant fair assessments 
are for local families 
and small businesses. 
I remain committed to 
honest and impartial 
assessments. I am also 
committed to customer 
service and the phi-
losophy of continuous 
improvement. I will con-
tinue our outreach to 
Wakulla citizens and 
plan to implement a 
public education pro-
gram to better educate 
property owners and 
real estate professionals 
on tax exemptions and 
other techniques they 
can use to reduce their 
tax burden.

I hold a Florida Li-
cense as a State-Certi-
fied General Real Estate 
Appraiser, License num-
ber RZ3797. In addition, 
the Florida Department 
of Revenue recognizes 
me as a Certified Florida 
Appraiser. I am active in 
the Florida Association 
of Property Appraisers 
and serve as the District 
1 Director on the Board 
of Directors. I also serve 
on the Property Ap-

praisers’ Association 
of Florida’s Legislative 
Committee and active-
ly lobby Senators and 
Representatives con-
cerning issues impact-
ing our citizens. The 
second district court 
also recognizes me as an 
expert witness on real 
estate valuation issues. 

When I’m not in the 
office, I’m usually sur-
rounded by family and 
friends. My wife, Tina, 
and I have three chil-
dren and eight grand-
children (with another 
on the way) to keep us 
busy. I have always at-
tempted to live a life of 
service and am proud of 
the service of my chil-
dren. I served in the mil-
itary for over 20 years. 
My oldest daughter’s 
husband is a Florida 
Trooper, my youngest 
daughter’s husband is 
serving in the Air Force 
as a Tactical Air Con-
troller, and my son is 
a helicopter pilot in the 
Army. It is an honor to 
live a life of service.

I have worked hard 
and have been privi-
leged to serve Wakulla 
County these last three 
and a half years. I will 
continue to work hard 
and am ready to serve. 

Your local source for news

Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Aubrey Barrow, 93, of Crawfordville, died June 
15, 2024.
 
• Michael Beatty, 71, of Crawfordville, died June 15, 
2024.

• Louis Cravens, 60, of Crawfordville, died June 8, 
2024.

• Jacqueline Mellott, 83, of Crawfordville, died 
June 8, 2024.
 
• Joyce St. Onge, 77, of Crawfordville, died June 14, 
2024.
 
Family Funeral Home at Harvey Young Chapel. 
850-926-5919 Familyfhc.com

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

 From Front Page

current incumbents, city commissioners Sharon 
Rudd, Tim Lawrence, and John Gunter, as well 
as Mayor Steve Remke, have qualified to run for 
re-election.

City Commissioner Paula Bell is the only one 
St. Marks city commissioner who isn’t up for 
election.

July 15th is the qualifying deadline for City 
of Sopchoppy commissioners, with Mayor Glenn 
Rudd, Vice Mayor Roger McKenzie, and Commis-
sioner Michele Harden up for re-election.

Legion Taylor contributed to this report.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Breezed through
5. Supervises interstate 
commerce
8. Unruly group
11. Backs away from
13. Expression of un-
derstanding
14. Have concern for
15. Monetary units
16. Congressman 
(abbr.)
17. Iranian city
18. Eating houses
20. 2,000 lbs.
21. Grandmother
22. They include North, 
South and Central
25. In an early way
30. Foes
31. Shuttered British 
entertainment magazine
32. One who unloads 
cages
33. Another term for 
sesame
38. Formally forbid
41. Make clear
43. Inaccessible
45. Get through
47. Ancient kingdom 
near Dead Sea
49. Decameter

50. Type of sword
55. Actor Idris
56. Affirmative (slang)
57. Afflicted
59. One point north of 
northeast
60. Born  of
61. Arabic name
62. Traditional Hong 
Kong street food: __ pai 
dong
63. Termination point
64. Email function
 
CLUES DOWN
1. Sign language
2. In style
3. Helsinki neighbor-
hood
4. Unable to hear
5. More rapid
6. An idea accepted as a 
demonstrable truth
7. In a cagy way
8. Kate and Rooney are 
two
9. Algerian port
10. Community in 
Ladakh
12. Midway between 
south and southeast
14. Town in Galilee
19. Satisfy

23. Italian impressionist 
painter
24. Brass instrument
25. Chest muscle (slang)
26. Transmits genetic 
information from DNA 
to the cytoplasm
27. Records electric 
currents generated by 
the brain
28. Woman (French)
29. Aircraft designed to 
carry lots of passengers
34. Baseball stat
35. Pointed end of a pen
36. Popular sports 
league
37. Body part
39. Unlikely to provoke 
dissent
40. Yellowish cotton 
cloth
41. Domesticated house pet
42. Untruths
44. Set out to attract
45. Spiritual leader
46. Abba __, Israeli 
politician
47. Repair
48. Genus of flowering 
plants
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. River in central 
Europe
54. Harness
58. Father

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

ACEDFTCMOB

SHIESAHACARE

LIRASSENARAD

CAFESTONNANA

AMERICAS

PREMATURELY

ENEMIESMYM

CAGERBENNE

BANCLARIFY

UNAVAILABLE

RESONATE

MOABDKMSABER

ELBAYEPAILED

NEBNNEERABIA

DAIENDSEND

Crossword ___
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your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

1221 Commercial Park Drive G-3 Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 504-6053

services
A&W AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience • Lic. # CAC1815061

A & W Services Heating & Air 
is The Authority on HVAC Repairs, 

Maintenance, Installation and Upgrades!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

HELP WANTED

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

RENTALS

FICTICIOUS NAME

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack

Also – Custom Products

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
37 YEARS

SERVICES

SERVICES

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

Harvey & SonS enterpriSeS

850–661–4194

Debris 
Removal

Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

22 YeaRS expeRience

• Fill Sand & Topsoil
• Rock • Road Base

• Land Clearing
• Driveways

• Culverts 
• Ponds 

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

CAC#1822950

- Free Estimates
- Maintenance Plans
- Quality Pricing

- SameDay Service
- All Makes and Models
- Excellent Service

Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!

850-510-0140

AAA AAA

Critter Ridder
24/7

Dead or Alive Animal Removal
24 Hour Emergency Service

Shay Roberts
(850) 321-4178 (850) 528-1404

Licensed and Insured
Check us ou on facebook!

Cissy Jones
Home Health Care

Specializing : Dementia / Alzhei-
mers.  Homemaker / Companion 
Errands / Transportation / light 
housekeeping / Personal Care  

850-933-9162

FOR SALE
1993 Jeep Wrangler Sahara. 
Original engine – 6 cylinder, 

softop, tan color. 
Runs great - $13,000. 

David Perry 850-545-5028 or
706-455-0385. 

MEDICAL TECH

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

www.harborpointrealty.com

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

49 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

A Free 
Press 
Your 

Key To 
Freedom

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advice Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Ms Maria’s 
Grooming LLC
PET GROOMING 

& BATHING

26 Years of Experience          
PetGroomingByMaria

850519-1994

2500-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville

Well Established Award 
Winning Local Business is 

NOW HIRING!
GROOMER
& BATHER

Apply at

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida 
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Dawn 
Galeener, is desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

A FOrgOTTEN COAST OCCASION
Located at 2263 Curtis Mill Rd, Sopchoppy FL 32358
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the 
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on June 20, 2024
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Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
FWMA.org

363-2351

A Wakulla 
Wild Animal 

Rescue
WOULD 

YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?
 We always need 

donations of 
these items: 

• Bleach
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 
 dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 
 dry cat food
• Dawn dish liquid

Was your home damaged 
or destroyed by a storm or fire?

You may be eligible 
for a refund of property taxes!

Call your Property Appraiser Immediately, 
(850) 926-0500.

ED BRIMNER
CERTIFIED GENERAL APPRAISER, RZ3797

ED BRIMNER
CERTIFIED GENERAL APPRAISER, RZ3797

ALL PRO
FENCE & DECK

850-408-7709
Commercial, Residential, Decks, Gates & More
Locally Owned & Operated • 30 years experience • Licensed & Insured

Joey 
Olah

JULYFOURTH ooffofoof

Sponsored by:

NO COOLERS, GRILLS, OR ALCOHOL       (850)962-4611       ENTRY: $2 DONATION

THE CITY OF SOPCHOPPY PRESENTS

THE 50TH ANNUAL

Bill Stephens Americana Parade

Myron B. Hodge City Park Opens

Opening Ceremonies

Landon Owens

Josh Norman

Madden Metcalf

Mr. Legg’s & Raffle Contest

Frank Jones Band

DJ Butch

Luke Martin

Fireworks!

10:00
11:00
12:00
12:30
1:45
3:00

4:30

5:00

6:30

7:30

Dark

CCCCCCCCCCCC EEEEEEEEE LLLLLLLL EEEEE BB RR AA TT II OO NNC E L E B R A T I O N

WAKULLA REALTY, SONYA HALL     ROCKY’S     
KEITH KEY HEATING & AIR, INC.     DUKE ENERGY     DEWBERRY     
ROOT 319     HYDRA ENGINEERING     BASKERVILLE-DONOVAN     

RICK MYHRE FOR SUPERINTENDENT     HANDY MANDY’S CLEANING     
FAMILY FUNERAL HOME     THE WAKULLA SUN     

MATT PAYNE FOR SUPERINTENDENT     3Y OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT     
THURMAN RODDENBERRY & ASSOCIATES, INC.     

ST.JAMES BAY GOLF RESORT

JULY 4,
2024

P A I D  B Y  R I C K  M Y H R E ,  R E P U B L I C A N ,  F O R  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  O F  W A K U L L A  C O U N T Y  S C H O O L S

P A I D  B Y  M A T T  P A Y N E ,  R E P U B L I C A N ,  F O R  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  O F  W A K U L L A  C O U N T Y  S C H O O L S

Please 
Recycle

Ticketsavailable at the door

Sponsored by : SHS Alumni

SopchoppyOpry.com

An Evening of  Country, Bluegrass & Gospel Music
Come Early and Dine in the Opry Café
Call (850) 962-3711 for Tickets $15

prESEnTS: 

Saturday, June 29 • 7 p.m.
Historic Sopchoppy 

High School Auditorium

DAnny HooD 
& LiMiTED EDiTion
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