
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Ernest Toole is a fifth generation 
Floridian. Raised just south of Jack-
sonville in Mandarin,  Toole has lived 
in Wakulla County for more than 35 
years. He still spends much of his 
time reading Florida histories, hik-
ing, boating, scuba diving, writing, 
and performing his music in various 
venues around the State such as 
State Parks and Museums.

Toole’s original stories and songs 
are true events pulled from Florida’s 
long and interesting history. They 
will take you to places and events 
of bygone that most people, even of 
this State, have never seen or expe-
rienced. 

On Dec. 9th at Wakulla Springs 
State Park, the Friends of Wakulla 
Springs presented the Immense S
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Ernest Toole

Granddaughter Sarah Toole with Julie Harrington, president of Friends 
of Wakulla Springs, and Ernest Toole.
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�e singer-songwriter was honored by Friends of Wakulla Springs for his support
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INJURED?

850+

come back stronger
Camille Duke, Broker
850-692-9449

www.JeepGirlRealty.com

• Home Buying
• Home Rentals

• Distressed Properties
• Pre-Forclosures

• Inherited Homes

We solve real estate challenges!

WE BUY  
HOUSES!

Fast Closings
as quick as 7 days 

in most cases!

Sol ar energ y is  an al ternative s ol ution to 
energ y independenc e and c os t reduc tion f or 
home and b us ines s  ow ners .  B y inves ting  in 

s ol ar energ y, you c an reduc e your dependenc e 
on the energ y c ompany to provide your 

el ec tric ity, as  w el l  as  add val ue to your home.

J ay
 ( 8 5 0)    ( 8 4 4 )  206 - 28 06
 jay@ ckrsolar. com

www. ckrsolar. com
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By BRIAN ENGLISH

As a parent or 
grandparent, you 
may have diligently 
saved money in a 529 
account to help fund 
your child’s or grand-
child’s college educa-
tion. 

But what happens 
if they decide college 
isn’t the right path 
for them? 

It’s a valid question 
that many families 
are facing as more 
and more people 
choose alternatives 
to traditional four-
year colleges.

It’s a more com-
mon situation than 
you might think. 
Fewer students are 
going to college, and 
the expenses contin-
ue to climb. 

American under-
graduate enrollment 
rates peaked in 2010 
and have steadily de-
clined since. During 
the same period, 
college costs have 
risen over 12 per-
cent.1,2,3,4

A 529 plan is a 
college savings plan 
that allows individu-
als to save for college 

on a tax-advantaged 
basis. The state tax 
treatment of 529 ac-
counts is only one 
factor to consider 
before committing 
to this savings plan. 
You should also con-
sider any fees and 
expenses associat-
ed with a particular 
plan. 

Whether or not a 
state tax deduction 
is available will de-
pend on your state of 
residence. State tax 
laws and treatment 
may vary, and state 
tax laws may differ 
from federal tax laws. 
Earnings on non-
qualified distribu-
tions will be subject 
to income tax and a 
10 percent federal 
penalty tax.

First and foremost, 
it’s important to re-
member that having 
a 529 account doesn’t 
mean that the funds 
are reserved only for 
a four-year college 
education. Several 
choices are available 
for using the money 
saved in the account.

One option is to 
use the funds for a 
two-year program, 
such as those for an 
associate’s degree or 
at a trade school. 

Many vocation-
al schools offer pro-
grams that can lead 
to careers that don’t 
require a four-year 
degree. When you 
use the funds in 
a 529 account for 

these programs, you 
are still investing in 
your child’s or grand-
child’s future and 
providing them with 
skills that may help 
them succeed.5

Another option is 
to use the funds for 
education expenses 
outside the United 
States. Many coun-
tries have education-
al institutions that 
offer programs that 
may interest the stu-
dent in your life. By 
using the funds in a 
529 account, you can 
help support their ac-
ademic goals, no mat-
ter where they choose 
to pursue them. Cer-
tain restrictions ap-
ply, so you will need 
to explore this option 
more thoroughly if 
you decide to pursue 
it.5

The rules for 529 
accounts allow pay-
ing up to $10,000 
per year in tuition 
expenses at elemen-
tary, middle, or sec-
ondary schools with 
529 assets. 

Furthermore, a 
lifetime maximum of 
up to $10,000 of 529 
assets can repay ex-
isting student loans. 
So if the student 
doesn’t use the 529 
plan, it could be used 
by a different bene-
ficiary. This means 
that you can transfer 
the funds to another 
family member who 
may be preparing to 
attend college, or you 

might even use the 
funds for your educa-
tion if you decide to 
return to school.5

As part of 2022’s 
SECURE Act 2.0, 
which goes into ef-
fect in 2024, a 529 
account holder can 
move money to a 
Roth IRA account 
under certain condi-
tions, including:

• e  plan 
must have been open 
for a minimum of 15 
years.

• an in  ene-
ficiaries to another 
student may restart 
the 15-year clock.

• e owner o  t e 
Roth IRA must be the 
beneficiary of the 529 
plan (meaning the 
student).

• n  mone  moved 
from a 529 plan into 
a Roth IRA account 
will be subject to the 
Roth IRA annual con-
tribution limits. The 
Roth IRA contribu-
tion limit in 2024 is 
$6,500, with an extra 
$1,000 allowed for 
individuals over 50.

• e li etime limit 
is $35,000.

To qualify for the 
tax-free and penal-
ty-free withdrawal of 
earnings, Roth IRA 
distributions must 
meet a five-year hold-
ing requirement and 
occur after age 59½. 
Tax-free and penal-
ty-free withdrawals 
can also be taken 
under other circum-
stances, such as the 

owner’s death. The 
original Roth IRA 
owner is not required 
to take minimum an-
nual withdrawals.

It’s important to 
note that taking the 
money out of a 529 
account for nonqual-
ified expenses comes 
at a cost. Doing so 
may result in federal 
income taxes and a 
10 percent penalty on 
the earnings portion 
of the withdrawal. 

However, there is 
one exception to this 
rule: 529 plans al-
low money to be tak-
en out for the exact 
amount of the schol-
arship or grant that 
has been awarded.

The truth is that 
for some young 
adults, college does 
not offer what they 
need. A person who 
aspires to enter a 
creative field might 
find more value in a 
vocational school or 
pursue their chosen 
field through smaller 
classes or institutes 
of learning. 

While most uni-
versities and colleges 
offer these cours-
es, the cost involved 
could be a problem, 
as might the require-
ment to take courses 
beyond the student’s 
chosen field to earn a 
full degree. In short, 
college is not for ev-
eryone.5

As you are guid-
ing and advising the 
student in your life 

through these com-
plicated decisions, 
it’s important to re-
member that a 529 
account offers you a 
great deal of versa-
tility and is designed 
with these variables 
in mind.

Remember that 
the funds in a 529 
account can support 
the student’s educa-
tional goals no mat-
ter their path. 

By understanding 
how it functions and 
working with a finan-
cial professional, you 
will find that a 529 
plan offers many po-
tential opportunities.

1. Education Data 
Initiative, August 13, 
2023

2. Pew Research 
Center, October 3, 
2023

3. World Economic 
Forum, January 19, 
2023

4. Deloitte In-
sights, May 17, 2023

5. Schwab.com, 
May 5, 2022

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 
926-7487. 

Securities offered 
through Securities 
America, Inc., mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC and 
advisory services of-
fered through Securi-
ties America Advisors, 
Inc., Brian C. English, 
Representative. En-
glish Financial Group 
and Securities Ameri-
ca are unaffiliated.

What if your kids decide against college?

By AL HARTMAN
The Old Pro

 The weather has re-
ally been bizarre. Nice 
today, terrible the next 

few days. 
Deer and duck sea-

son is in full swing, 
and it looks like there 
is plenty for every-
body. 

The water is getting 
cooler everyday and 
a lot of reef fish have 
moved in closer to 
shore. 

Redfish and se-
atrout are in the deep-
er holes in the rivers. 
You have to hunt for 
them. Try drifting 
and when you catch a 
keeper, drop anchor! 

You can catch some 
nice sized fish in those 
holes.

As the weather gets 
cold and stormy up 
north, the ducks start 
piling in down here. 
It looks like it’s gon-
na be really good this 
season. 

A lot of diver ducks 
so far, but not too 
many mallards yet. 
But a few will show up 
in many places as the 
season goes on.

As I made mention 
in previous writings 

Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease has been found 
in Central Florida. The 
state Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Com-
mission is asking for 
hunters to report any 
sick looking or deer 
acting confused and  
to report them and 
their location. 

 It is a crippling 
disease and take 18 
months to two years to 
finally starve the deer 
to death. 

If you shoot a deer 
and it looks sickly, 

report it to the FWC. 
They would most like-
ly want to see it. 

If you kill a deer 
that looks like it was 
suffering with CWD 
it is not recommend-
ed to eat it. We don’t 
know enough about it 
and if it can be trans-
mitted on to humans.  

It has been a 
strange year. Bird Flu, 
sick deer and sick tur-
tles also!

Here’s hoping you 
all had a Merry Christ-
mas and have a Happy 

New Year, my friends. 
I enjoy writing for 

you and keeping you 
up to date. It has been 
over 40 years I’ve been 
doing it for you! 

Don’t forget, if you 
have a hog problem let 
me know if I can help.

Happy hunting and 
fishing, and take a 
young’un!

Al Hartman can be 
contacted at redman-
ldpg@aol.com.

The Old Pro: Just some wanderings
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L ocally Ow ned and Op erated –  25 10 C raw f ordv ille H w y.  C raw f ordv ille
R em odeling  Serv ices –  W ak ulla &  Tallahassee to St.  G eorg e Island

w w w . C ab sandC ounters. com

D R E A M  IT &  W E                          W IL L  D E SIG N  IT

850-745-6053 
M on.  -  F ri.  9 am  to 4 p m  w ith ap p ointm ents av ailab le to b etter serv e.

W e lik e to w ork  w ith you and discov er w hat k itchen or B ath layout &  f eatures
Best   fi t YOUR life style & budget

Sherri Rose, CPA, PLLC is happy 
to be here in Crawfordville.

We o� er tax preparation services, accounting and audit services. 

Our office is located at 3119a Crawfordville Hwy.  
Please email us at Admin@SherriRose.CPA to learn more about our process.

Brittany Munger, CPA Sherri Rose, CPA 
Manager Florida 

Region. 
She has been 

delivering tax and 
accounting services 
in the area for over 

12 years. 

began her career in 1992. 
She opened Sherri Rose, 
CPA, PLLC tax and 
accounting o�  ce in 2007 
and quickly grew to include 
audits for nonpro� t 
organizations and 
fractional CFO services.

(850) 759-5080

www.SherriRose.CPA
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

• Sales
• Rentals
• Storage Unit 

Rentals     
8x10 - $66.65 
10x12 $98.90 (850)926-5084

www.WakullaRealty.com 
    •      

Lic. Real Estate Broker and Associates

Karen Williams 
(850) 567-8279

Sonya Hall 
(850) 528-0857

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY

As we approach the 
beginning of another 
new year, many of us 
find ourselves inspired 
to set ambitious goals. 

However, the key to 
turning these aspira-
tions into reality lies in 
the art of effective goal 
setting. 

Here are five tips 
to guide you in craft-
ing meaningful and 
achievable New Year’s 
goals.

• Be specific and 
clear. One of the most 
common pitfalls in 
goal setting is creating 
vague or overly broad 
objectives. Instead of 
saying, “I want to get 
in shape,” try being 
more precise, such as 
“I will exercise for at 
least 30 minutes five 
times a week.” Clar-
ity not only helps de-
crease frustration, but 
also provides a road-
map for success. 

Specific goals allow 
progress to be mea-

sured more effectively, 
making it easier to stay 
motivated throughout 
the year.

• Set realistic and 
achievable targets. 
While it is natural to 
aim high, setting un-
realistic goals can lead 
to disappointment. 
Consider current com-
mitments, resources, 
and time constraints 
before determining re-
alistic objectives. It is 
essential to be chal-
lenged, but the key 
is to strike a balance 
between ambition and 
feasibility. 

Break down larg-
er goals into small-
er, manageable steps, 
creating a series of 
achievable milestones. 
This not only boosts 
confidence but also 
makes the journey 
more enjoyable.

• Create an action 
plan. Once realistic 
goals are established, 
the next crucial step 
is to devise a plan out-
lining how to achieve 
them. Break down 
each goal into specif-
ic actions and assign 
deadlines to ensure 
accountability. If the 
goal involves a signif-
icant lifestyle change, 
such as adopting a 
healthier diet, include 
action items such as 

planning meals, cre-
ating a shopping list, 
and identifying poten-
tial obstacles. 

A well-thought-out 
plan not only provides 
guidance but also en-
hances the chances of 
success by turning as-
pirations into action-
able steps.

• Stay flexible. Life 
is unpredictable, and 
unexpected challenges 
may arise throughout 
the year. To navigate 
these uncertainties 
successfully, it is es-
sential to remain flex-
ible. While goals 
provide a sense of di-
rection, be open to ad-
justing the action plan 
if necessary. 

If circumstances 
change, do not view it 
as a failure. Instead, 
reassess set goals, 
make necessary modi-
fications, and continue 
moving forward. Flex-
ibility ensures that 
setbacks become op-
portunities for learn-
ing and growth rather 
than reasons to aban-
don all aspirations.

• Celebrate 
achievements. Ac-
knowledging and cele-
brating achievements, 
no matter how small, 
is vital for maintain-
ing motivation and 
momentum. Take time 

to reflect on any prog-
ress regularly, and get 
rewarded for reaching 
significant milestones. 

Celebrating achieve-
ments reinforces posi-
tive behavior, mak-
ing it more likely that 
the goal-achievement 
journey will continue. 
Consider sharing suc-
cesses with friends or 
family members who 
can offer support and 
encouragement, fos-
tering a sense of com-
munity.

In conclusion, set-
ting New Year’s goals 
is a powerful way to 
foster personal growth 
and positive change. 
Being specific, real-
istic, and creating a 
well-structured plan 
is a recipe for success. 
Flexibility and celebra-
tion are essential ele-
ments in this journey, 
helping reduce chal-
lenges and maintain 
motivation. 

As the new year be-
gins, approach goal 
setting with inten-
tion and determina-
tion, and watch as 
aspirations turn into 
achievements.

For more informa-
tion about goal setting, 
please call Samantha 
Kennedy at (850) 926-
3931.

Tips on setting new year’s goals
Health-related goals are popular when creating New Year’s resolutions. However, being speci�c and realistic about 

them can help ensure better success.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

PHOTO BY TYLER JONES, UF/IFAS
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Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

14 Medallion Lane
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

By ERIK LOVESTRAND

OK, I will admit it 
for my family’s sake, so 
they will not have to try 
and explain it to con-
cerned readers of my 
articles. Often, while 
enjoying the outdoors 
together, my wife and 
kids very likely take un-
der consideration my 
penchant for sharing 
interesting facts about 
the simple wonders of 
nature (for which I have 
a keen eye). 

From the look in her 
eye, I believe my sweet-
heart may be running 
through a mental list of 
possible cures for my, 
let us say “condition.” I 
can easily rule out her 
first likely thought (me, 
tied to a cabbage palm 
at the end of Bottoms 
Road at dusk, in Au-
gust). Despite the hor-
rifying imagery of this 
first thought, I am sure 
she would never follow 
through. Mostly be-
cause she worries that 
I would notice some-
thing of keen interest 
to share with her before 
she could flee the scene. 
Or just maybe, deep 
down, she genuinely ap-
preciates this endearing 
quality of mine.

Anyway, sometimes I 
wonder (is “wondering” 
and “noticing” the same 
thing, I wonder?) exact-
ly what combination of 
environmental factors 
during my formative 
years, shaped this ten-
dency to notice things, 
much less, my desire 
to share with others. 
I have always felt that 
my personality tended 
towards the introverted 
side of the spectrum. 
If I knew the answer to 
these questions, then I 
(meaning you, because I 
would share it with you) 
might gain insight into 
the key drivers that turn 
young’uns into adults 
who end up in fields re-
lated to environmental 
sciences. 

If these drivers could 

be identified, parents 
who seek to drive (I 
mean steer) their kids 
towards a rewarding 
career in the environ-
mental sciences, would 
be able to hone their 
parenting efforts down 
to what is important 
regarding raising their 
kids properly. 

Alas, I have observed 
(sciency way to say no-
ticed) over the years, 
that simple exposure to 
people who notice EV-
ERYTHING, does not 
necessarily result in 
adult children working 
in environmental ca-
reers. I have two math 
majors and one com-
puter science major. I 
hypothesize that there 
must be a variable re-
lated to exposure to my 
wife, or something. You 
know, all that time she 
took advantage by feed-
ing, bathing, dressing, 
fixing boo boos, etc., 
while I was “working” 
on my environmental 
science career. She has 
literally used the air 
quotes around the word 
“working” in previous 
conversations regarding 
my job, honestly.

Regardless, it seems 
clear that children 
raised in a loving, nur-
turing environment, 
instilled with a respect 
for the natural world, 
will end up developing 
into perfectly functional 
human beings who ap-
preciate nature, even if 
they end up in careers 
that have little to do 
with the environmental 
sciences. I have seen it 
in our children, as well 
as in many other fami-
lies in Wakulla County, 
who truly appreciate the 
bounty of nature-based 
learning and recreation-
al opportunities we 
have. Still, I must take 
credit in some small 
part for my kid’s appre-
ciation of the natural 
world around them, re-
gardless of their slight-
ly misguided (hmm…
unaccounted variable?) 
career choices.

Apparently, envi-
ronmental conscious-
ness is not awakened 
in our souls around the 
time we begin thinking 
about career choices. I 
must say that the seed 
is planted around the 
time that we start no-
ticing things. Wait one 

dog-gone minute; so 
now I know exactly why 
I am the way I am! Even 
though I do not remem-
ber when it happened to 
me, at some point early 
in my life, I must have 
had a life-changing en-
counter with an excep-
tionally special person 
who had the gift of no-
ticing things. Looks like 
my grandchildren still 
have hope. Hey kids…
come over here with 
Grandpa and check 
THIS out!

Erik Lovestrand is a 
UF/IFAS regional Sea 
Grant agent in Wakulla, 
Franklin and Gulf coun-
ties.

How to raise environmentally conscious kids

�e perfect subjects for a lesson on ‘nature-noticing.’
PHOTO BY ERIK LOVESTRAND
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5125 Woodlane Circle Tallahassee, FL 32303

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, Maintenance, 

Installation and Upgrades! 
Our skilled technicians can get an older model running 
smoothly again. We can also replace your old unit for a 

New, Upgraded, More Ef� cient Model! 

Whatever your HVAC needs, call A & W Services 
Heating & Air now for expertise you can count on.

(850) 504-6053

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience

servicesA&W
AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Lic. # CAC1815061

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

Now that the Holi-
days are all behind us, 
and everyone is mostly 
back into a normal rou-
tine, I wanted to take 
some time to discuss 
identity theft. 

Tax season is just 
around the corner for 
us, and unfortunate-
ly this is also a peak 
time for identity theft 
and fraud in general. 
As with any crime you 
can not completely help 
becoming a victim, but 
there are steps you can 
take to help protect 
yourself during this 

season and throughout 
the year.

In a broad sense, it’s 
important for everyone 
to keep personal infor-
mation such as social 
security and credit card 
numbers safe. Please 
remember that your 
bank, credit card com-
pany, or government 
agencies will never call 
you out of the blue and 
request this informa-
tion from you over the 
phone (or via email if 
that be the case). These 
agencies if doing le-
gitimate business will 
already have your per-
sonal information and 
would not require you 
to provide it to them. A 
common scam now is 
for a scammer to con-
tact you via phone and 
state they are from a 
bank, or government 
agency. They state there 
is some sort of problem 
with your account but 
before they can help 
you fix it, they’ll need 

you to verify your per-
sonal information. That 
information could be 
anything from your 
bank account, cred-
it card information, or 
your Social Security 
number depending on 
the scam. If you receive 
these calls do not give 
out this information. If 
you believe you are be-
ing scammed via one of 
these phone calls, hang 
up. If you have a ques-
tion for the agency, or 
are doing legitimate 
business with them, 
they all will have phone 
numbers or emails 
posted on their website 
they can be contacted. 

With specific regard 
to tax season and the 
IRS, the same rules ap-
ply. The IRS will never 
contact you either by 
email, or phone and re-
quest that you provide 
them with your Social 
Security number. If you 
happen to owe taxes or 
fees to the IRS, this will 

be done through the 
Electronic Federal Tax 
Payment system. They 
will never contact you 
directly and require 
you to make a pay-
ment over the phone 
or email. This and so 
much more informa-
tion regarding Identi-
ty theft, and securely 
filling your taxes can 
be found at the IRS’s 
website (www.IRS.Gov) 
and I encourage you to 
go there if you have any 
questions.

A good rule of thumb 
during this time of 
year and any time re-
ally when it comes to 
fraud is, if it sounds 
suspicious or too good 
to be true, it proba-
bly is. If you receive a 
phone call or email re-
questing credit card or 
personal information, 
and the caller/writer is 
either making threats 
(arrest, foreclosure, 
etc) or making promis-
es which seem to good 

to be true, please end 
that communication to 
protect yourself. On a 
day-to-day basis, make 
sure you are careful 
about when and who 
you provide personal 
information too. Limit 
the number of websites 
and phone apps you 
provide credit card and 
personally identifying 
information to, as even 
if they are legitimate, 
they always run the 
risks of being hacked. 

Most importantly 
safeguard your Social 
Security number. once 
your Social Security 
information becomes 
compromised, there is 
no way to get that in-
formation back. 

Many forms and 
applications still have 
places to input this in-
formation, but often it 
is no longer required. 
Only give out your So-
cial Security number 
to agencies/business-
es with which you wish 

or need to do business. 
This is to limit the num-
ber of people who have 
access to, or number 
of places your personal 
information is located 
to help avoid theft. 

Lastly if you cur-
rently carry your Social 
Security card in your 
purse or wallet, I advise 
you to take it out and 
store it some place safe 
in your home. There 
simply is no need to 
carry it on a day-to-day 
basis and doing so only 
creates an opportuni-
ty for it to be stolen or 
lost. 

If you believe you 
have been the victim 
of identity theft, any 
sort of fraud, or know 
of suspicious or crimi-
nal activity, as always, 
I ask you to call WCSO 
at 850-745-7100 and 
speak with one of my 
deputies or detectives. 

Jared Miller is sheriff 
of Wakulla County.

Protect yourself from identity theft

(850)926-6526
 o .  ri. a    •  at. a   4

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

it  o o . ot valid wit  a y ot er offer. ires 2 2 24

ll ervi e 
Co ve tio al il 

C a e
et of 

i er lades

Synthetic Oil

l des 5 arts
 er dditio al arts

 

5 5 

Ask for 
Military 
Discount

OPEN
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

R honda A. C arroll ,  M A I
State Certifl ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 8 5 0 - 9 2 6 - 6 1 1 1  • 850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

V i s i t  O u r  W e b s i t e  a t :  w w w . c a r r o l l a p p r a i s a l . c o m

• Over 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville
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From Front Page

Gratitude Award to 
Toole while friends and 
family gathered around 
the fireplace listening to 
Ernest and Sarah Toole 
perform. Toole’s award 
read, “for generously 
sharing his Great Mu-
sical Talents of writing 
and performing songs 
about Old Florida. His 
devotion and contri-
butions of his musical 
performance towards 
Springs Protection is 
deeply appreciated.” 
Toole is also a volunteer 
at the park.

His granddaughter 
Sarah Toole was also 
presented with a Cer-
tificate of Recognition 
for “contributing loving 
support and vocal ac-
companiment over the 
years with her grand-
father Ernest Toole and 
for the benefit of pro-
tecting Wakulla Springs. 
Sarah said, “I have been 
performing with him 
since I was 5 years old, 
he is my best friend.”

Both awards were 
presented by the Pres-
ident of  Friends of 
Wakulla Springs, Julie 
Harrington. When pre-
sented with the award, 
Toole said, “A lot of our 
work or volunteer work 
has brought us together, 
you can see how much 
we love each other, there 
is no faking it up here 

on the stage. I have 
moved a lot of goods 
being a salesman and 
the awards went in the 
trash; I can tell you this: 
This award is not going 
in the trash.”

“I think this award 
is long overdue,” Har-
rington said. “For all the 
work he has done in the 
springs and the cultural 
history he has presented 
of this county, it is long 
overdue.  

It was Ken Beattie, 
a retired sound engi-
neer for FSU and now 
does water observation 
for Friends of Wakul-
la Springs who came 
up with the idea of the 
award. “I am thrilled 
with the Friends of 
Wakulla Springs con-
sidering doing this for 
Ernest,” Beattie said. “It 
is our way to pay back 
for all the great things 
he has done for us.”

Of his start in music, 
Toole said, “I got me a 
Silvertone guitar at 14 
years old from the Sears 
and Roebuck and I have 
been hammering on it 
ever since.

“I learned about Flor-
ida through any histor-
ical books I can get my 
hands on,”he said. “All 
my music I narrated my-
self, not like Bob Dylan, 
I tell you exactly what I 
mean in the story of the 
song.”

Toole along with flut-

ist Barry Sager played 
songs such as “Old Joe,” 
“Our Springs They Are 
Dyin’,” “Papa’s Lullaby,” 
and “Paddle Wheelers.” 
Toole opened up “Papa’s 
Lullaby” by telling the 
story, “My father used to 
take us out on a shrimp 
boat when Fernandina 
and Jacksonville were 
just budding towns, it 
was a comforting feeling 
to be with a parent on 
the shrimp boat.”

Friends of Wakulla 
Springs Secretary Re-
nee Murray wants to 
help promote the Florida 
Achievement of the Flor-
ida Artists Hall of Fame 
for Toole. Established by 
the Florida Legislature 
in 1986, the Florida 
Artists Hall of Fame 
recognizes people who 
have made significant 
contributions to the arts 
in Florida.

The artist may be a 
native of the state or one 
who adopted Florida as 
home. Recipients of this 
award demonstrate the 
diversity of artistic ac-
complishment that com-
prises the rich cultural 
tapestry of the state. 

The State of Flori-
da recognizes that the 
individual artist and 
benefactor are para-
mount and fundamental 
to cultural development. 
These individuals con-
tribute to Florida’s na-
tional or international 
reputation as a state 
with a strong and sus-
tained commitment to-

ward the development of 
cultural excellence.

The Florida Artists 
Hall of Fame Wall is lo-
cated on the Plaza Level 
in the rotunda of the 
Capitol building. There 
is also a framed image of 
this year’s Artist’s Hall 
of Fame inductees on 
the Hall of Fame Wall. 
In addition to a plaque 
mounted on the Hall of 
Fame Wall, inductees 
receive a commemora-
tive bronze sculpture 
commissioned by the 

Florida Council on Arts 
and Culture. The sculp-
ture, La Florida, was 
created by Enzo Torco-
letti, an artist residing 
in St. Augustine.

“We want to start the 
momentum and honor 
Ernest to build energy 
and help him receive the 
recognition he earned 
and he is really well 
deserving of this recog-
nition, he had done so 
much springs protec-
tion and playing for the 
events without asking 
for any payment.”

Cal Jamison, also 
with the Friends of 
Wakulla Springs, helped 
come up with the idea 
of the presentation for 
Toole. “I hope this is a 
great kick off to get this 
process started and get 
Ernest the recognition 
he had deserves,” Jami-
son said.

When speaking of his 
“Stories of Old Florida” 
album, Toole was asked, 
Why would he take on 
a project of learning 
Florida history and put-
ting it to music? Toole 
responded: “I’ve always 
loved music and been  
rather adept at it, and 
I’ve always loved Flor-
ida’s unique and in-
teresting history. This 
album is my attempt 
to marry the two to-
gether and offer the lis-
tener some of Florida’s 
old historical stories in 
song. My thanks to all 
the good folks who lent 
and hand and guided 

me in the right direction 
with encouragement 
and positive direction. 
It has truly been an ed-
ucation. Hopefully you 
will find this album his-
torically informative and 
perhaps entertaining. 
May we all sing, play, 
hum or even grunt our 
own tune and if not at 
least some tune, for life 
is music. I’d like to ded-
icate this album to my 
mother Helen who once 
said, ‘Son, you need to 
get a hobby.’ ”

The deadline for nom-
inations is July 31 for 
the next year’s induc-
tion. The Florida Coun-
cil on Arts and Culture 
reviews nominations 
and makes recommen-
dations to the Secretary 
of State. To access the 
nomination form, go to 
Department of State/
Division of Arts and Cul-
ture/Programs/Florida 
Artists Hall of Fame.

Currently, Wakulla 
County does not have 
any inductees repre-
sented at the Capitol.

 
Toole’s music is on 

YouTube Music under 
Ernest Toole. His first 
album, “Ernest Toole 
‘E.T.’ Sings Stories Of 
Old Florida” is available 
through iTunes or CD-
Baby and his albums, 
“Stories of Old Flori-
da” and “More Stories 
Of Old Florida” can be 
purchased on eBay and 
Amazon.

Ernest Toole

Some of Ernest Toole’s 
albums.
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SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISM

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

St.  Eliz abeth Ann Seton
Cathol ic  Churc h

 aul a    cn  a e a is 
i ecto  of usic  C oi   eff Cook

 Coastal y  C a fo ille  
8 5 0 7 4 5 - 8 35 9

St.  Eliz abeth Ann Seton

 aul a    cn  a e a is 
i ecto  of usic  C oi   eff Cook

 Coastal y  C a fo ille  

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

atu ay ass    un ay ass  a
ues ay an  u s ay  ass at  a  

We nes ay  ass at  
st atu ay   o ation an  Confessions at  a

st atu ay   ass at  a
E e y atu ay  Confessions at  

i e t ea in   un ays
ace ook  eas a is

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR

AAAIRIRIRIRLLLINEINEINE

BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

View the Sun Monthly 
e-edition on mobile or 
PC using this QR code.

SUNDAY SERVICE… 10:17a.m.

MID WEEK ADVENT SERVICE
7:00p.m. Dec. 6, 13 & Dec. 20

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

WILL YOU STAND
Cozy and snuggled in, awaiting a brand new year,

The government says peace, peace
No need for you to fear

The enemy breached the border! 
There is chaos, and disorder!

China’s infiltrated, from within!
awaiting their command, for final destruction to begin!

Russia, the brawling bear, stalks us and is a snare!
Everyone fast asleep, when they should be aware!

Oh Watchmen, Oh Watchmen!
Tell your people to prepare!

American businesses are mostly gone!
They are mostly foreign bank owned!

Oh Watchmen, Watchmen on the wall,
Do you have a bark at all?

Look Oh Look who’s invaded our land!
Your eating the bread from the enemies hand!

Now LEARN a parable of the fig tree
When the leaves come forth, so summer shall be,

Read the word Matthew chapter twenty- four,
When these come to pass, it is even at thy door!

For as the days of Noah were,
So shall the coming of the Son of man be;

Oh’ watch therefore
Hear oh hear; our Heavenly Father’s plea!

The Lord said my spirit shall not always strive with man,
Weed out all the deception if you can!

Oh America, America
WILL YOU STAND?

Tony Duncan
-All Glory Given to Jesus 

The Sun Monthly is published monthly by The Wakulla Sun at 12 Arran Rd., Crawfordville FL 32327. 
Periodicals postage paid at 12 Arran Rd., Crawfordville FL 32326-2017. 

For advertising please call Lynda at 850-962-8019
For editorial please call William at 850-962-8024

Editor/Publisher: William Snowden
editor@thewakullasun.com

Advertising: Lynda Kinsey
lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

Production Manager/IT: Eric Stanton
advertising@thewakullasun.com 

Reporter: Legion Taylor
reporter@thewakullasun.com

Circulation: Krystal Sheppard
circulation@thewakullasun.com

onthly
“The little paper”

 The Wakulla Sun Monthly is a free paper 
delivered to every home in Wakulla County.
The Wakulla Sun also publishes a weekly 
newspaper. Copies are available at boxes 
around the county for $1. Subscriptions are 

$35 per year in-county.
To subscribe to the newspaper, call 850-962-
8019 or stop by our offi  ce at 12 Arran Road in 

Crawfordville on the courthouse square.

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

Mary Wallace
Mortgage Consultant

2592 Crawfordville Highway   Crawfordville, FL 32327
cchl.com  NMLS#75615  Equal Housing Lender

C: 850.228.5667
O & F: 850.201.2127

mwallace@cchl.com - mwallace.cchl.com
NMLS ID #2327682
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Monday, January 1
• HAPPY NEW YEAR!
• Th e Wakulla Respite Pro-
gram is available for anyone 
with memory impairment 
at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
every Monday at the Amer-
ican Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Tuesday, January 2
• Th e Wakulla County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners meets at 5 p.m. in 
the commission chambers. 
• Sopchoppy community 
dinner is held every week 
at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Flow Yoga at 9:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m with Nellie, 
every Tuesday at New Posh, 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to  newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, January 3
• Muffi  ns with Moms Pre-
natal Support Group meets 
at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10 
a.m. at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Health Department. 
Contact Liz Neighbors at 
850-888-6078 or elizabeth.
neighbors@fl health.gov for 
more information.
• A line dance class is held 
at 1 p.m. at the Wakulla Se-
nior Center every Wednes-
day.
• Wakulla County Coalition 
for Youth meets at 12:30 
p.m. at the health depart-
ment.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 6:30 

p.m. every Wednesday at 
the American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
•Gentle Yoga and Stetching 
Class, every Wednesday, 11 
a.m. Wakulla Community 
Center. Bring a mat. Come 
early to sign in. Chair Yoga 
participants welcome. $2 
per class.

� ursday, January 4
• Music Bingo, fi rst Th urs-
day each Month, at the 
Seineyard in Wildwood. 
Proceeds benefi t the Florida 
Wild Mammal Association.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo 
Night will be held at 7 p.m. 
at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Th ursday. 
Th ere are concessions and 
raffl  es.
• Th e Rotary Club of 
Wakulla County meets at 
the TCC Wakulla Center at 
8:30 a.m. every Th ursday.
• Yin Yoga at 9:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. with Zoe every 
Th ursday. Classes are 
$12, at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP 
to newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Th ursday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, January 5
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 8 p.m. 
every Friday at the Amer-
ican Legion, 54 Ochlock-
onees St.

Saturday, January 6
• Th e Panacea Community 
Garden Farmer’s Market 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon in Panacea.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Saturday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet at 
the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 10 a.m. every 
Saturday.

Monday, January 8
• Th e Sopchoppy City 
Commission meets at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall.
• Crawfordville Woman’s 
Club monthly meeting is 
the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 64 
Ochlockonee St., in Craw-
fordville. Call (850)566-
5727 for more information.
• Restorative yoga at 9:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m with Zoe, 
every Monday at New Posh, 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to  newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.

Tuesday, January 9
• Students return to school 
from winter break.

� ursday, January 11
• St. Marks City Commis-
sion meets at the St. Marks 
City Hall at 6 p.m.

Saturday, January 13
•Th e Wakulla High School 
Th eater will hold their 

benefi t yard sale at Palaver 
Tree Th eater from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m.
• Th e Sopchoppy commu-
nity market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Depot Park.

Monday, January 15
• Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Holiday – banks, 
schools and government 
offi  ces will be closed.
• MLK Observance, hosted 
by the Wakulla Christian 
Coalition, will be held at 
the courthouse memorial at 
9 a.m. Th at will be followed 
by breakfast at Palaver Tree 
Th eater on Shadeville Road.
• Th e American Legion 
Post 114 will be meeting at 
the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, January 16
• Th e Wakulla County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners meets at 5 p.m. in 
the commission chambers. 
• Th e Wakulla County 
School Board meets in 
the school administration 
building at 5:45 p.m.

� ursday, January 18
• Th e Wakulla County Can-
cer Support Group meets in 
the Education Center of the 
Crawfordville United Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m. Th is 
group meeting is for men 
and women, regardless of 
the type of cancer. Spouses, 
caregivers, and friends are 
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 850-926-6050.

Saturday, January 20
• KWCB will hold tire am-

nesty day at 318 Shadeville 
Road in Crawfordville, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Maximum of 8 per family 
and proof of residency is 
required.
• Th e Arbor Day Celebra-
tion will be held from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Hud-
son Park. Trees will also be 
given away at the Wakulla 
County extension offi  ce 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 • Small Business Saturday 
of Wakulla will hold their 
Wakulla Winter Festivalin 
Hudson Park from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Saturday, January 27
• Th e St. Marks Community 
Market will be held from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in St. Marks 
at 815 Port Leon Drive.

angie brooke hope webb

LET OUR TEAM HELP YOU TODAY!

Whether it's buying or selling a primary home or your next
vacation home in Wakulla County and the surrounding areas,

our agents have got you covered! 

1-800-451-1605 

theamericandreamnorthfloridaamericandreamnorthflorida

www.theamericamdream.house

ANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

H O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

hope webbhope webbH O P E   W E B Bhope webb
Hope@theamericandream.house

a
A

On the Horizon: � e calendar of events for January

SPRINGS

SUN 10:15a.m.
WED 7:00 p.m.

Where Love 
Abounds 
& Church 

Becomes Family
850-556-0320
850-926-4065

2028 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.

God Is Real

Springsofhope.us

JESUS 
IS KING

850-566-9293
carolannw oastalge s.co   oastal e s.co

Carol Ann Williams
Licensed Real Estate Broker

-HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS-

Est. 2000
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Basics
4. Swiss river
7. Constrictor snake
8. Building occupied 
by monks
10. Discount
12. Deal a blow to
13. Relating to the ear
14. � yrotropin

16. Loud, unpleasant 
noise
17. Large intestines
19. Move with a curv-
ing trajectory
20. Witnesses
21. You need both to 
live
25. Dash
26. Network
27. Dig

29. C. European river
30. Supplement with 
di�  culty
31. Corporate exec-
utive
32. Carroll O’Con-
nor’s onscreen wife
39. No variation
41. Airborne (abbr.)
42. “Heidi” author
43. A�  rmative

44. Pie _ __ mode
45. W. Asian country
46. Grotesque or 
bizarre
48. Delicacy (archaic)
49. Textile
50. Denial
51. Electronic data 
processing
52. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Engulf
2. Waterside hotel
3. Printed cotton 
fabric
4. Defensive nuclear 
weapon
5. One who follows 
the rules
6. Lace up once more
8. Fire byproduct
9. Hankerings

11. Outer
14. One-time aero-
space � rm
15. Seafood
18. Commercial
19. Epoxy hardener 
(abbr.)
20. Samoan monetary 
unit
22. Type of gland
23. Arrest
24. Check
27. Past participle of 
be
28. Alias
29. A major division 
of geological time
31. Kids program-
ming channel (abbr.)
32. Joked
33. Helps little � rms
34. Roman numeral 
50

35. Impressive in size 
or scope
36. Domineering 
leader
37. A person who 
delivers a speech
38. One a� er 89
39. Young hawk
40. � e scene of any 
event or action
44. A team’s best 
pitcher
47. Integrated data 
processing

UNLOCK NEW

POSSIBILITIES!
Let's make this year unforgettable by unlocking new 
possibilities with LOYALTY Credit Union's HELOC. 
Whether upgrading your space, tackling debts, or 
diving into exciting projects, your HELOC is ready to 
add a sprinkle of magic to your resolutions. 

LEARN MORE AT LOYALTYCU.ORG

CROSSWORD ___________

Friday, January 19th 
 

11:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

Medart Recreation Park  
 

Cheer the planting of 2 live oaks. Enjoy leaf- and tree-shaped cookies. 
 

Wakulla County Garden Club, Duke Energy Foundation, & Florida Federation of Garden Clubs  
with The Wakulla Sun & Wakulla Living. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the Wakulla County Garden Club 
to celebrate Florida Arbor Day 

 

& the 100th Anniversary of the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs  
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Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

Live the Dream: 
Enacted: 07/01/2004.
The “Live the Dream” plate is to be 
distributed by the Dream Foundation, Inc.
When you purchase a “Live the Dream” 

specialty plate above, a percentage of the proceeds go to Sickle Cell 
Association of Florida (to distribute to sickle cell chapters throughout Florida)

Red, White and Blue Bikers 
Care: Enacted: 10/01/2003.
Purchase the red, white and blue 
Bikers Care tag, you will help 
thousands of citizens by funding 

programs to prevent blindness and provide support for Floridians 
with disabilities.

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

F ree Trees! 20th 
Annual

CRAWFORDVILLE

A R B OR  
D A Y

From Courthouse (Arran Rd.), drive north on Ochlockonee St.,
 pass Hudson Park on right, turn left onto Cedar Ave., 
 follow signs, turn right onto circle drive at Extension Offi ce.

84 Cedar Avenue 
Wakulla County Extension Offi ce

Rain or Shine

Drive-Thru Giveaway
 2 Trees per Vehicle

Saturday, January 20th

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Hundreds of young trees 
( in pots)  will be given away!

Parsley Haw, Eastern Mayhaw,
Live Oak, Pignut Hickory, Possumhaw,
Southern Red Cedar, Rusty Black Haw,
Dahoon Holly, Chinquapin, Redbud,

Overcup Oak, Red Maple, River Birch,
Sweet Shrub, Longleaf Pines, & more.

with Florida Wildlife Federation, Just Fruits & Exotics, The Wakulla Sun & The Wakulla News.

Wakulla County Garden Club, Florida Forest Service,
Sarracenia Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society,

UF/IFAS Extension & Master Gardeners, & National Wildlife Federation

By COLEMAN WELLS
Of Wakulla High School

It’s a milestone worth celebrating 
as the Historic Sopchoppy High 
School prepares to commemorate 
its 100th birthday in 2024. This 
cherished institution holds a spe-
cial place in the hearts of both its 
alumni and the local community, 
having played a pivotal role in the 
educational and cultural history of 
Wakulla County.

Constructed at a cost of $9,500 
by the skilled hands of Guy Win-
throp, Sopchoppy High School 
proudly holds the distinction of be-
ing the first high school in Wakulla 
County. However, the journey to its 
establishment was a community 
effort. Mrs. Edmonia Stansbury 
took the reins and organized fund-
raisers that rallied the community 
to contribute towards the construc-

tion costs, ensuring the school’s 
accreditation.

The City of Sopchoppy’s citizens 
and the School Board also chipped 
in, solidifying their commitment to 
education and the future of their 
community. As Wakulla Coun-
ty continued to grow during the 
1930s, two additional buildings 
were added to the school campus, 

a testament to the institution’s 
commitment to keeping pace with 
progress.

In 1996, Sopchoppy High School 
closed its doors to students, teach-
ers, and staff, as they transitioned 
to Medart Elementary. However, 
the school’s legacy did not fade 
away. The building quickly found 
a new purpose, becoming a thriv-

ing center for the community. 
The Wakulla Community Theater 
and the Sopchoppy Opry became 
tenants, hosting major events 
that breathed life into the historic 
halls. Notably, the Opry played a 
vital role in generating revenue to 
support the ongoing restoration of 
the school’s iconic buildings.

As the centennial celebration ap-
proaches, we look forward to shar-
ing first-hand experiences from 
former students who walked the 
halls of Sopchoppy High School. 
Their stories will provide invaluable 
insight into the profound impact 
this school and its community have 
had on the rich tapestry of Wakulla 
County’s history. Mark your calen-
dars for March 2024, as Sopchoppy 
High School stands ready to mark a 
century of education, culture, and 
community spirit.

Sopchoppy School will celebrate 100 years in April

By GREG GAST
 

Most of us tend to 
fall into one of two cat-
egories: optimists or 
pessimists. These two 
categories are a matter 
of seeing the world. Are 
you an optimist who 
has a positive outlook 
on things, even when 
things are not going your 
way? Or do you always 
assume the worst-case 
scenario no matter what 
situation you are in? 

Winston Churchill 
once said, ”A pessimist 
see difficulty in every 
opportunity; an optimist 
sees opportunity in every 
difficulty.” Optimism is a 
positive state of mind; a 

belief in one’s ability to 
succeed in life and have 
a bright future. A pessi-
mist believes that only 
bad things will happen. 

Some psychologists 
suggest that optimism 
is much more of an ex-
planatory style. It refers 
to one’s confidence that 
most situations will be 
mostly good and favor-
able. 

Optimists tend to per-
ceive unpleasant expe-
riences are caused by 
temporary, specific and 
external circumstanc-
es. Therefore, they are 
more welcoming and 
accepting of the idea of 
change. Optimists have 
a more positive perspec-
tive and a longer lifespan 
than pessimists. They 
are also more tolerant 
of negative consequenc-
es of sickness, stress, 
and depression. Their 
attitudes are associated 
with the benefits, such 
as lower stress levels 
and a higher persever-
ance to achieve goals. 
The downside is that 

an optimist needs to be 
mindful not to have un-
reasonable expectation 
about how great their 
future will be. In being 
over-optimistic they may 
take too many risks, es-
pecially with their wealth 
and wellbeing. 

Here are a few ben-
efits of optimism: Im-
proved physical health, 
increased performance, 
improved mental wellbe-
ing, perseverance, less 
stress, happier in life, 
better coping skills, re-
ceive more job offers and 
promotions, and great at 
bouncing back from ad-
versity. 

Can a pessimist be-
come an optimist? Stud-
ies have shown that 
about 25% of optimism 
is through inheritance. 
The other 75% maybe be 
influenced by external 
factors such as socioeco-
nomic status. In another 
study it was shown that 
people can change their 
attitudes through mind-
fulness training. That 
they felt less depressed, 

more motivated, and 
happier due to the train-
ing. 

Here are some other 
methods that be bene-
ficial to incorporate into 
your daily life to become 
more optimistic: Prac-
tice mindfulness it is an 
excellent approach to 
counteract one’s inclina-
tion to dwell on stressful 
situations; which as fer-
tile grounds for negativ-
ity. Surround yourself 
with like-minded peo-

ple. It has been said that 
“Whom you spend time 
with is whom you be-
come” Don’t spend time 
on pessimistic people, it 
not a mystery that they 
will make feel more neg-
ative. Practice gratitude 
it comes from the mind. 
It is the commitment of 
love and devotion toward 
those who have value to 
you in your life. It is a 
great way to boost hap-
piness in yours and oth-
ers lives.

Let me know what you 
think. 

Send your questions 
to Real Life Counsel-
ing, 3295 Crawfordville 
Hwy., suite #4, Craw-
fordville FL 32327 in care 
of Gregory E. Gast, MS, 
LMHC, NCC. Your name 
will be changed and the 
answer to your question 
will appear in an upcom-
ing issue of The Wakulla 
Sun Monthly. 

Real life optimism
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The St. Marks River towns
Chapter One

Today the St. Marks River on the 
eastern side of Wakulla County is 
a sleepy, half tropical stream, not 
very wide, which above the bridge 
at Newport looks like a setting for 
Trader Horn. The stream is so nar-
row it is doubtful that the draw on 
the bridge has been used a half 
dozen times in the past two years.

But the appearance of the river 
today is deceptive, for the turmoil 
on that narrow, slithering stream a 
hundred and forty years ago would 
make a modest textbook not in his-
tory, but in economics. A war was 
raged all up and down that stretch 
of water for the cotton trade from 
the Florida and Georgia interior, 
and involved in this dog-eat-dog 
rivalry between towns on the river 
and other cotton ports on the Gulf 
were spinning mills in New En-
gland, bankers in New York City, 
and a war of words in newspapers 
on the whole Florida coast.

The story of this trade was told 
in earlier installments of the Mag-
nolia Monthly, but it was seen thru 
the eyes of two New England fam-
ilies, the Hamlins and the Ladds, 
the first people to settle on the St. 
Marks in 1826 and start shipping 
the cotton north by water. 

Both families were traced 
through three and four generations 
which is why the present article re-
turns to the towns themselves and 
concentrates on the rise and fall of 
these communities over a period of 
40 years until the places they oc-
cupied have returned to the same 
entangled growth of trees, moss, 
vines and briar that were there 
when the first cotton merchant 
sailed up the river five years after 
Florida was purchased from Spain 
and became a territory of the Unit-
ed States. 

The first argument historians 
have is about which town came 
first, Magnolia or Rock Haven. 

The federal government estab-
lished a post office at St. Marks in 
1827 (we do not include St. Marks 
in this survey since people started 
building about the old fort at the 
same time the Yankee Hamlins 
were going upstream. It was the 
second group that kept moving around 
for the best economic advantage), at 
Magnolia in 1828, and at Rock Haven 
in 1829.

W. T. Cash, Florid historian and 
state librarian in Tallahassee before 
his death, states: “Altho the name 
Rock Haven appears on Florida maps 
of the territorial period, we know al-
most nothing about the early Florida 
village which stood just below the nat-
ural bridge on the St. Marks. While the 
reasons of its founding are uncertain, 
we can well believe that its settlers ex-
pected the U.S. Government to cut a 
canal through the natural bridge so 
that navigation of the St. Marks could 
be extended 15 or 20 miles above Rock 
Haven, thus making the newly estab-
lished cotton planting section of east-
ern Leon and southern Jefferson coun-
ties easy of access. The expected canal 
was actually dug. (See page 108, U. 
S. Senate document No. I, 24th Con-
gress, first session). But when it was 
finished, Rock Haven had probably 
been abandoned.

Mr. Cash is at variance with the 
handbook of the Palm Beach, Fla., 
Stamp Club which lists Rock Haven’s 
post office being founded in 1829 for 
he further states: “A post office was es-

tablished at this point, possibly as ear-
ly as 1826. The report of the post office 
department for the year ending March 
31, 1828, gives $2.40 as the receipts 
of the Rock Haven office. We can safe-
ly infer that it had been discontinued 
during the fiscal year, as a result of 
the founding of Magnolia, a few miles 
down the river.”

There may be more about Rock Ha-
ven still to be discovered by historians. 
It is hard enough to find out the ac-
tual site of the next town built on the 
river above St. Marks. Magnolia was 
supposed to have been built about 
two miles north of Newport, but there 
is no evidence today that it was this 
far above Newport. The ground there 
along the river is so low and swampy 
it is inconceivable that docks for ship-
ping cotton could have been built with 
the material and machinery available 
in the 1820s. However, the old Magno-
lia Cemetery, a good distance in from 
the river is located at this spot, and 
still survives in the form of 14 still leg-
ible headstones. 

The possibility that Magnolia was 
built closer to the sulphur springs a 
mile north of Newport is much more 
likely. The springs is still used by the 
children of Newport as a swimming 
pool and surrounding it are irregular 

lines of coquina rock suggestive early 
building foundations. 

But how old these are is anyone’s 
guess since the sulphur springs had 
many summer cottages around it in 
the latter 1800’s and is still some dis-
tance from the river with all its bus-
tling activity.

The sulphur springs are mentioned 
in an advertisement of lots for sale in 
Magnolia printed in the Pensacola Ga-
zette on August 10, 1827:

TOWN OF MAGNOLIA

Lots in the new town of Magnolia are 
offered for sale. This place is situated 
8 miles from Port St. Marks on the St. 
Marks River and 15 miles from Talla-
hassee. The river can be navigated to 
the town by vessels drawing 8 feet of 
water. The situation is high, dry and 
healthy. It has two sulphur springs in 
the vicinity, one of which is only 200 
yards from the public square. They are 
said to possess great medical quali-
ties. For further information of terms, 
etc., apply to J. G. and N. Hamlin, St. 
Marks, and Augustus Steele, Tallahas-
see.

Augustus Seele, the man who ap-
parently ran this ad, later became the 
editor of the Magnolia Advertiser. His 

name appears from time to time in 
activities along the river and his ca-
reer could stand further study.

Mr. Cash continues in his article, 
“It may have been the influence of 
progressive Magnolians that caused 
the U.S. War Department in 1828 
to have a survey made of the St. 
Marks River. In a letter to his Chief 
of Engineers, dated September 11, 
1828, David B. Macomb, engineer in 
charge, said, ‘Vessels drawing over 
six feet of water are now under the 
necessity of lightening their cargoes 
before they can reach Magnolia. 
About three quarters of a mile be-
low the town is a casual obstruction 
of about one hundred yards long 
and twenty feet broad, lying at the 
bottom and parallel with the river, 
on the right bank, consisting of de-
posit of mud and grass, the removal 
of which would make the river nav-
igable for vessels drawing ten feet 
of water at high tide…The removal 
would cost five hundred dollars.’

Two months later appeared the 
first issue of the Magnolia Advertis-
er. The editor, Augustus Steele, was 
a native of Connecticut and one of 
the promoters of Magnolia. The pa-
per lasted only a little over a year, but 
considering the time and place of its 
publication, the fact it was printed 
at all is remarkable. The heavy iron 
presses as well as the paper, had to 
be shipped in by boat. The durabil-
ity of the newsprint make modern 
paper suspect, since the originals 
have been preserved and a complete 
set still exist. They are at the P. K. 
Yonge library at the University of 
Florida. The paper went out of busi-
ness in January, 1830, but appar-
ently not due to lack of prosperity in 
Magnolia, for Mr. Cash continues:

“The years 1831 and 1832 must 
have been the most prosperous 
in Magnolia’s history. The highest 
postal receipts for any year were 
$256.60 for the fiscal year ending 
March 31, 1831. Proof that the in-
habitants were having big dreams 
of their town’s future was their suc-
cessful attempt to get the legisla-
tive council of 1832 to incorporate 
the Marchants and Planters Bank 
of Magnolia, with a right to have a 
capital stock of $300,000.”

The citizens of Magnolia were 
determined to stop anyone who inter-
fered with their progress. They didn’t 
want towns being built in competition 
with their own, and they were hostile 
to the people of St. Marks, the only 
other town of any size in the vicinity.

Other than the competition that 
St. Marks offered to the lucrative cot-
ton trade, other unnamed factors may 
have been present. Unless otherwise 
proved, the people at St. Marks were 
southerners, while the Magnolians 
were nearly all from the New England 
states, and regional feelings, then as 
now, were invariably hostile, especially 
when profits were at stake. (To be con-
tinued)

Much of the information for this ar-
ticle came from a typed manuscript in 
the hands of A. L. Porter of Crawford-
ville. Judge Porter no longer knows 
where the manuscript is located, but it 
was based on an article written by W.T. 
Cash of Tallahassee and appeared in 
the 1944 edition of papers read to the 
Tallahassee Historical Society.

The Wakulla County Historical 
Society Museum is in the Old Jail at 
24 High Drive in Crawfordville. Visit 
us online at WakullaHistory.org.

By Elizabeth F. Smith, published in the Magnolia Monthly in 1964

�e �rst issue of the Magnolia Advertiser, published Jan. 2, 1828 under editor Augustus Steele. 
�e newspaper lasted just over a year

FLORIDA DIGITAL LIBRARY
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

FOR SALE

SERVICES

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART (850) 926-4353

Home Rescue
Maintenance and repair

John 850-980-1521

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

Crum’s Home Detail
Chris Crum

850-694-4832
Pressure & soft washing, roof & 
gutter cleaning, concrete seal-
ing, and dryer duct cleaning.

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

• MASSAGE • FACIALS 
• BODY TREATMENTS

850-745-6422

info@sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduling
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville FL 32327

Follow us on
MM43237

www.sunraysspa.com

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

TREE REMOVAL
Debri Hauling 
Tractor Work
30+ years Exp. 

Lic. & Ins. 
Free Estimates 

Mike Gibson
850-933-3237
mgibsontree gmail com  mi egibsontreeser ice com

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways

YO
G

A CLASSES • MASSAGE THERAPY • 
GI

FT
S

Lic #11781 Lic #33128

New Posh, 3079 Crawfordville Hwy.

Gift Certificates 
Available

By 
APPOINTMENT

(850) 528-5838

Payne’s PAINTING
339-4155
Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.

References available. We look forward to serving you.

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
     baileysbeesonline     baileysbeesonline

59 Chicopee - $1050 per mo,  
950 sq ft  2 bed / 1 bath house.
Built in 2007 - Wakulla Gardens, 
available Jan 15th or Feb 1st .  

Will discount fi rst couple months 
rent , if new tenants want to 

paint , clean for move in. 
Will discount rent to law 

enforcement , county workers 
with county vehicles parked in 

driveway.
HomeEquityATM@gmail.com  

850-556-6694

FOR RENT

REPAIR SERVICES
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Lionel Dazevedo (850) 284-6961 
lionel7769@gmail.com

River Plantation Estates
Boat Ramp / Dock & Pool / See it now!

$465,000

3/2 on Private acre
CBS Construction 

Open, spacious floor plan

Gated Community on Wakulla River 
Text E123515 to 85377 for full details & photos

10% OFF
BEST PRICE in TOWN

FLAT RATE TO 
TALLAHASSEE

Wakulla Senior Center update
By CHRIS RUSSELL

Wow! Can you be-
lieve that the ball 
has dropped on 
2023 and we are 
now into 2024? 

It seems like just 
yesterday that we 
were preparing for 
total chaos during 
Y2K, yet that was 
nearly a quar-
ter-century ago. 

Time flies when 
you are having fun 
and fun, fun, fun, 
was what happen-
ing during the last 
quarter of the year 
at the Wakulla Se-
nior Center. 

Some of the high-
lights included: an 
amazing Halloween 
party and costume 
contest; an awe-
some Thanksgiving 
Dinner that fed more 
than 150 seniors 
and was sponsored 
by Southern Oaks 
Real Estate and Su-
pervisor of Elections 

Joe Morgan. Heck, 
even the Wakulla 
Senior Center Board 
of Directors got into 
the mix of heaping 
on helpings of deli-
cious fixins and love 
during the Thanks-
giving Dinner.

 And rounding out 
the year, Decem-
ber included San-
ta’s buddy Sheriff 
Jared Miller donat-
ing a new Christ-
mas tree along with 
an assortment of 
beautiful decora-
tions to liven up 
the Senior Center, 
as well as a Senior 
Christmas gift event 
and luncheon were 
150-plus seniors 
received gifts. A 
special thank you to 
Crawfordville Phar-
macy for their dona-
tions to help make 
this a reality. 

As you can tell, it 
was a fun and busy 
few months at Your 
Senior Center and 

none of these events 
would be possible 
without the gener-
ous support of our 
community, volun-
teers, and donors. 
THANK YOU!

Included along 
with the wonderful 
events noted above, 
the Senior Center 
Team was busy as 
ever taking care of 
their clients. 

Since July the 
Senior Center has 
served more than 
10,000 meals to 
seniors in Wakul-
la County – that’s 
right, more than 
10,000 in just the 
last six months! 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
Wakulla Transpor-
tation is operat-
ed and managed 
by this very same 
team. During 2023, 
Wakulla Trans-
portation provided 
nearly 8,000 rides to 
citizens in Wakulla 

County, with more 
than 3,000 of those 
trips being medically 
related. This service 
is a monumental 
undertaking by the 
team, but assisting 
with the transporta-
tion needs of our fel-
low citizens is a very 
worthy endeavor 
and the team does 
a great job helping 
out our neighbors. 

As a reminder, 
Wakulla Transpor-
tation is available to 
all citizens of Wakul-
la County, not just 
senior citizens. 

As we forge ahead 
into 2024, the 
Wakulla Senior Cen-
ter Council Board 
of Directors will be 
lead by our new in-
coming Board Pres-
ident Ms. Pat Dunn, 
who has served on 
the Board of Direc-
tors for years. 

Pat will be taking 
over the helm from 

Mr. John Shuff who 
during his tenure 
as President lead 
the Board into a di-
rection that truly 
achieved some great 
accomplishments, 
including, but not 
limited to enhanc-
ing the financial sta-
bility of the Senior 
Center, developing 
a Strategic Plan, in-
corporating annu-
al financial audits 
to ensure that the 
Board is on track 
with its fiducia-
ry responsibilities, 
helped oversee the 
transition of sever-
al different Senior 
Center executive 
directors, and none 
of the preceding in-
cludes his handy-
man skills that he 
put to use around 
the Senior Center. 

The Board of Di-
rectors and the 
whole Senior Center 
Team would like to 
express a full heart-

felt THANK YOU to 
John for all of his 
efforts to get the Se-
nior Center to where 
it is today. 

The Board of Di-
rectors, staff, and 
volunteers of the 
Senior Center would 
like to sincerely 
thank each and ev-
ery individual, busi-
ness, and agency 
that helps us to help 
our senior citizens 
in Wakulla County, 
without your gra-
cious support, we 
would fall short of 
our efforts to en-
rich the lives of our 
neighbors. 

Wishing each 
of you a happy, 
healthy, and pros-
perous New Year!

Chris Russell is 
a director on the 
Wakulla Senior Cen-
ter Council’s Board 
of Directors.
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Your local 
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View the Sun Monthly e-edition on 
mobile or PC using this QR code.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 

TO SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 
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Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non profi t s pports law enforcement offi cers in red on the ob

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.

Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 
after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.

Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 
unsuccessful.

According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 
been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

C h o m p  n  S t o m p  h el d  at  Pal av er  T r ee
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.

 Harvey had been set 
to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.

He is scheduled for 
sentencing on Sept. 7.

Harvey is charged 
with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.

Assistant State Attor-
ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.

The matter started af-
ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 

But the Rotary incident 
prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.

The staff member went 
to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.

 In April 2020, Harvey 
was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.

During the FDLE in-
vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.

Asked by the news-
paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.

Harvey’s statutory 
salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.

Harvey had done 
payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping;  a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses,  high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.

Names and other details were not released by 
the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.

The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 
the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.

“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 
be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.

“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.

But it also could mean a short-term increase 
in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.

Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-
ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.

The state announced last month that a “road-
killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for M usical
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Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.

Florida’s Gulf Coast is 
the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.

According to prelim-
inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.

March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges
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Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 

Editor

The resentencing of 

Guerry Wayne Hertz and 

Jason Looney on mur-

der charges is sched-

uled to get underway on 

June 19 with jury selec-

tion.
The question before 

jurors will be whether 

or not Hertz and Looney 

should be sentenced to 

death for the 1997 mur-

ders of Melanie King 

and Keith Spears. At 

their 1999 trial, Hertz 

and Looney were found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree murder 

and, by a vote of 10-2, 

the jury recommended 

death, which was or-

dered by the court.

(A third man involved 

in the murders, Jim-

my Dempsey, testified 

against Hertz and Loo-

ney at the trial in ex-

change for a sentence of 

life in prison.)

The only issue be-

fore the jurors will be 

whether to recommend 

a death sentence. The 

guilt of Hertz and Loo-

ney is not at issue, and 

they will never be re-

leased from prison even 

if a jury recommends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, there was 

not a requirement in 

Florida for a unanimous 

jury verdict for a death 

sentence. The case was 

sent back for a re-do of 

the death penalty phase 

and has been pending 

for several years.

In this year’s Legisla-

tive session, in response 

to the lack of a unan-

imous jury verdict for 

the death penalty at the 

trial of Parkland High 

School shooter Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida lawmakers 

changed the standard to 

an 8-4 vote for death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Hertz, noted 

at a docket sounding 

hearing on Wednesday, 

June 7, that the de-

fense team had antic-

ipated a change in the 

law on jury verdicts, but 

had anticipated the law 

would go into effect on 

Oct. 1 – which is why 

the defense had agreed 

to set the resentencing 

for June 19. The Flori-

da Legislature made the 

change in jury verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears- King murders 25  years ago,  will have a re- do of the death penalty phase of their trial
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Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

Warned by their accountant that they are facing 

financial ruin if they don’t do something, St. Marks 

City Commissioners voted to raise sewer rates 

75% – which would translate to a $46 increase 

per month on residential utility bills.

It was roughly estimated that the increase 

would translate into an additional $183,000 into 

the city’s utility fund.

City commissioners voted 3-1 for the increase, 

with the motion made by Dan Albers, seconded 

by Paula Bell, and supported by Mayor Paul 

Sheddan. Steve Remke was the lone vote against 

the increase. Remke had made a motion earlier 

for a 50% increase that was seconded by Bell for 

discussion and was ultimately voted down 1-3. 

City Commission Sharon Rudd was absent due 

to illness.
The meeting room at City Hall was full of citizens 

on Thursday, June 8, but none seemed especially 

upset by the sharp increase in rates. 

One citizen did suggest that there must be mon-

ey to cut, and Mayor Sheddan appeared irritated 

at the comment. The mayor replied that city com-

missioners had cut everything they could think of, 

but there was no way to make enough financial 

cuts to get out of the problem. Several residents 

in the audience suggested just going ahead with 

a 100% increase to get the pain over with.

It was noted that the city had been slow to raise 

its utility rates – there had only been a 12% in-

crease over the past several years, which wouldn’t 

be enough to keep up with inflation.

As part of financial cuts, the city commission 

has cut the pay of City Manager Zoe Mansfield and 

Ethel Jefferson by going to a four-day workweek.

Mayor Sheddan was also prepared at the 

meeting to suggest a reorganization of city staff 

by removing Public Works from under the city  

manager, and altering the title of the city manager 

to administrative manager.

City Attorney Ron Mowrey told Sheddan that the 

city charter refers specifically to a city manager 

position and duties. He said interference by city 

commissioners in the city manager’s duties was a 

first-degree misdemeanor. Mowrey told Sheddan 

that the change he was proposing would require 

advertising and then a referendum for city voters 

to approve.
Sheddan appeared disappointed in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’s last meeting as city attorney. 

He had represented St. Marks for many years. 

He told city commissioners that he had prac-

ticed law for 54 years and would turn 80 in the 

summer, saying it was time for him to retire.

In another matter, Shadrach Hines of the St. 

Marks Waterfronts committee announced the 

group had raised enough money for Fourth of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said the city’s first community mar-

ket was a success. The next one is set for June 

24 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

R obyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

The Wakulla Springs 

Alliance made a pitch 

to the county’s Charter 

Review Committee for a 

proposed ballot initiative 

that would expand the 

Wakulla Springs pro-

tection area or create 

a Spring Creek special 

planning area.

The Charter Review 

Committee has been 

meeting over the past 

few months to look at 

possible changes to the 

county’s governing doc-

ument. It is required to 

be reviewed every 10 

years.
Chad  Hanson ,  a 

member of the Wakulla 

Springs Alliance, did a 

PowerPoint presentation 

at the Charter Review 

Committee’s meeting on 

Tuesday, June 6 at the 

community center.

Hanson’s presenta-

tion went through the 

historical degradation 

of the springs due to 

nitrogen in groundwater 

from septic systems and 

the City of Tallahassee’s 

Tram Road sprayfield. 

It reached the point 

in 2008 that the state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologically im-

paired.”
Hanson noted that 

there has been some 

recovery in recent years, 

“but it’s nowhere near 

where it should be.”

The implications of 

expanding the zone 

would be, for vulnerable 

areas in the basin map, 

which includes much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater treatment 

standards for septic 

tanks, with sewer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as two units 

per acre on septic, or no 

more than five units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map amendments 

for  more than 1 unit 

on 2 acres (on sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS) without 

enforceable development 

agreement.
Some members of the 

Charter Review Com-

mittee questioned if 

expanding the springs 

protection zone was an 

appropriate issue – with 

committee member An-

drew Riddle, who also 

chairs the county plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson is also 

a member), asked if it 

wasn’t more properly an  

issue to be addressed 

in the county’s compre-

hensive plan. Riddle also 

questioned the impact of 

such a change on county 

building regulations.

Committee member 

John Shuff noted that 

the Wakulla Springs ba-

sin encompasses 1,300 

square miles – much of 

which is in Leon Coun-

ty – and questioned why 

Leon doesn’t help shoul-

der the burden of clean-

ing up the 7,000 septic 

tanks in its jurisdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz went forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expansion of 

the springs protection 

zone as a ballot question 

– and the motion was 

seconded by committee 

member David Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell expressed 

disappointment at the 

motion and said it should 

properly be brought up 

on next month’s agenda 

as new business. Artz 

withdrew her motion.

At the end of the meet-

ing, County Administra-

tor David Edwards ex-

pressed his opinion that 

expansion of the springs 

protection zone would 

have major implications. 

He pointed to the im-

pact on the Crawfordville 

Town Plan and said the 

change would take the 

county’s zoning regula-

tions and toss them out 

the window.
“It would paralyze the 

county from a growth 

perspective,” Edwards 

said.
The issue of DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$35 per 

year
in county
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139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

Your Hometown Financial Advisors

Wishing you a very Happy 
& Healthy New Year!

JANUARY  WORKSHOP
What Baby Boomers Need To Know About
Retirement lncome
Savvy Social Security Planning for Boomers Workshop

Presenters/Financial Advisors:
BRIAN ENGLISH and JORDAN LEE

Learn the rules for…
• How your benefit will  be affected by 

  the age at which you apply
• How spousal benefits work 

• How survivor benefits work 
• How divorced-spouse benefits work 
• How benefits affect taxes 
• When should you apply

• 5 factors to consider when  
deciding to apply for benefits

• When it makes sense to delay 
benefits- and when It does not

• How to coordinate Social Security 
with your other forms of retirement 
income

Don’t miss this valuable workshop designed especially for baby boomers. Seating is l imited. 

Call today to reserve a spot for you and your friends.

The decisions you make today can  have a 
tremendous bearing on the total amount of 

benefits you stand to receive over your lifetime.

At this workshop 
you will  learn…

Tuesday, 
January 23

6PM – 7PM
RSVP by Friday, January 19

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

It All Starts With A Conversationn




