
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Passion in the workplace is a 
term that can have different mean-
ings for different people. A common 
way to understand it is as a strong 
liking or desire for or devotion to 
some activity, object, or concept 
that relates to one’s work. Being 
passionate about work means that 
you have a deep desire to do your 
job well, and you take pride in 
what you do. You’re not just going 
through the motions, but instead, 
you’re fully engaged in your work 
and committed to achieving your 
goals. It also means that you’re 
motivated to learn and develop new 
skills. 

To take pride in something 
means to feel very pleased about 
something or someone you are PH
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Somer Pell

Somer Pell has worked for Wakulla County since 2005, when she started as 
a planning technician under then-Planning Director Donnie Sparkman. 

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa
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�e county planning director is passionate about her work and community
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INJURED?

850+

come back stronger Camille Duke, Broker
850-692-9449

www.JeepGirlRealty.com

• Home Buying
• Home Rentals

• Distressed Properties
• Pre-Forclosures

• Inherited Homes

We solve real estate challenges!

WE BUY  
HOUSES!
Fast Closings

as quick as 7 days 
in most cases!

S olar e n e rg y  is  an  alte rn ativ e  s olution  to 
e n e rg y  in d e p e n d e n ce  an d  cos t re d uction  f or 
hom e  an d  b us in e s s  ow n e rs .  B y  in v e s tin g  in  

s olar e n e rg y ,  y ou can  re d uce  y our d e p e n d e n ce  
on  the  e n e rg y  com p an y  to p rov id e  y our 

e le ctricity ,  as  w e ll as  ad d  v alue  to y our hom e .

J ay
 ( 850)  445-8643 • ( 844)  2 06 -2 806
 j ay @ c k r s olar .c om
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By BRIAN ENGLISH

Life is an ev-
er-evolving journey 
marked by signifi-
cant milestones, per-
sonal growth, and 
unexpected changes. 

As life unfolds, 
your financial and 
insurance needs also 
shift, changing from 
year to year, decade 
to decade. 

A good example of 
this is life insurance. 
If you have a life in-
surance policy that 
you haven’t reviewed 
recently, it may no 
longer align with 
your current needs. 
That is why reviewing 
your life insurance 
periodically may be a 
good approach.

Several factors 
affect the cost and 
availability of life in-
surance, including 
age, health, and the 
type and amount 

of insurance pur-
chased. 

Life insurance pol-
icies have expenses, 
including mortality 
and other charges. 

If a policy is sur-
rendered premature-
ly, the policyholder 
may also pay surren-
der charges and face 
income tax implica-
tions. 

You should con-
sider determining 
whether you are in-
surable before imple-
menting a strategy 
involving life insur-
ance. Any guarantees 
associated with a 
policy are dependent 
on the ability of the 
issuing insurance 
company to continue 
making claim pay-
ments.

UNDERSTANDING 
THE IMPORTANCE 

OF PERIODIC 
REVIEWS

Some may think 
that once you secure 
a life insurance pol-
icy, you can set it 
and forget it. But life 
insurance isn’t stat-
ic. Just as your life 
doesn’t stand still, 
neither should your 

life insurance.
Periodic reviews of 

your policy help keep 
your life insurance in 
step with your evolv-
ing situation. Chang-
es in your life can 
impact the role you 
want life insurance 
to play.

HOW TO REVIEW 
YOUR LIFE 

INSURANCE NEEDS

Reassessing your 
life insurance and 
bringing it in line 
with your life doesn’t 
have to be compli-
cated. Here are some 
suggestions that may 
help:

THE DIME 
METHOD

One practical ap-
proach to determin-
ing your life insur-
ance needs is the 
DIME method. 

This method in-
volves adding your 
Debt, Income, Mort-
gage, and Education 
expenses.

• Debt - Consider 
all your outstand-
ing debts, excluding 
your mortgage. This 
could include credit 

card debt, personal 
loans, or car loans.

• Income - Calcu-
late ten years of your 
income. This can 
start to help you un-
derstand what finan-
cial gaps may occur 
if you were gone.

• Mortgage - Add 
the amount required 
to pay off your mort-
gage. Using life in-
surance proceeds to 
pay off a mortgage 
may help your family 
keep its home.

• Education - Es-
timate the cost of 
your children’s col-
lege education. You 
may want to use a 
range since costs can 
vary from school to 
school.

LIFE CHANGES
Has any life-chang-

ing event happened 
to you? These are 
situations that may 
alter your needs and 
responsibilities mov-
ing forward.

• Change in Mar-
ital Status - A mar-
riage or a divorce can 
change your finan-
cial situation as well 

as factors such as 
your policy’s benefi-
ciary.

• Birth of Child - 
A child is a gift. But 
they are also a finan-
cial consideration 
that you may want to 
take into account.

• Change in Em-
ployment - A new 
job or role in your 
company may change 
your income, which 
may cause you to re-
consider your life in-
surance benefit.

• Buying, Selling, 
or Paying off a Home 
- Changes in owner-
ship or the standing 
of your mortgage can 
alter your needs and 
strategy for the fu-
ture.

THE VALUE OF 
PROFESSIONAL 

GUIDANCE

While these steps 
provide a general idea 
of your life insurance 
needs, nothing can 
replace the expertise 
of a financial pro-
fessional, who can 
provide assistance, 
answer your ques-

tions, and guide you 
through the process. 
In addition, a finan-
cial professional can 
provide insights into 
how certain policies 
are structured and 
may have thoughts 
on the life insurance 
company you may be 
considering.

Life insurance is 
not a one-size-fits-all 
solution. 

It is a dynamic fi-
nancial tool that may 
need to evolve with 
your life. 

Periodic reviews 
can help determine 
what your fami-
ly needs, no matter 
what life brings your 
way.

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 
926-7487. 

Securities offered 
through Securities 
America, Inc., mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC and 
advisory services 
offered through Se-
curities America Ad-
visors, Inc., Brian C. 
English, Representa-
tive. English Finan-
cial Group and Se-
curities America are 
unaffiliated.

Reviewing your life insurance needs

By AL HARTMAN
The Old Pro

Hello, and I hope 
you had a good New 
Years! 

The weather has 
been harsh, and it’s 
looking like this win-
ter is going to be a 
tough one. So keep 
your snuggies close at 
hand.

A lot of the reef fish 
have moved in clos-

er to shore as the wa-
ter has cooled down. 
But it’s been hard to 
get out there. Uncer-
tain weather is keep-
ing a lot of anglers off 
the water. High winds 
and choppy water and 
waves has made it 
tough. 

But the weath-
er hasn’t hurt hunt-
ing much. Especially 
hunters with enclosed 
stands. 

There are some fan-
cy ones being made 
now. You can even 
take a portable heater 
with you. A friend of 
mine has a stand that 
is more like a room in 
a house. He has a cof-
fee maker, a reclining 
chair and sliding win-
dows. 

I have to build me a 
new one as that nas-
ty storm last week 
wrecked mine. I can 

remember years ago 
we climbed a tree and 
hung on to a limb for 
deer life. 

From the reports 
I’ve gotten from hunt-
ers it has been a good 
season so far. Plen-
ty of deer moving and 
the duck hunters are 
saying not as many 
ducks this year and 
the weather has been 
rough on them too. 

And just to remind 
you, duck season clos-
es Jan. 28, and zone C 
deer season in Wakulla 
County closes Jan. 21.

In the last few 
months I have written 
about various diseases 
and invasive species 
affecting wildlife and 
domestic animals in 
Florida. 

We have sick tur-
tles, birds, deer, dogs, 
cats and horses. We 
have pythons, lizards 

and several venom-
ous snakes not native 
to our country. I saw 
a post from FWC that 
there are a population 
of anacondas, world’s 
largest snake, now 
roaming our state. One 
was found in North 
Florida near the Ala-
bama border. 

 Last month I wrote 
about Chronic Wasting 
Disease affecting deer 
herds across the na-
tion. They found one 
in Florida, but it was 
in Northwest Florida 
in Holmes County, not 
central Florida. 

Well, happy hunting 
and fishing.

Al Hartman can be 
contacted at redmanld-
pg@aol.com.

The Old Pro: What’s next?

I have been hunting this guy for a couple of years but just 
haven’t got a lucky shot yet!

“The little paper”

onthlyeighbor
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Locally Owned and Operated – 2510 Crawfordville Hwy. Crawfordville
Remodeling Services – Wakulla & Tallahassee to St. George Island

www.CabsandCounters.com

DREAM IT & WE                         WILL DESIGN IT

850-745-6053 
Mon. - Fri. 9am to 4pm with appointments available to better serve.

We like to work with you and discover what kitchen or Bath layout & features
Best   fi t YOUR life style & budget

Give the gift of 

forValentine’s Day!

New 
Counters

Sherri Rose, CPA, PLLC. 
Tax Filing Made Simple: 

Paperless Tax Solutions and 
Expert CPA Services.

Our office is located at 3119a Crawfordville Hwy.  
Please email us at Admin@SherriRose.CPA to learn more about our process.

Brittany Munger, CPA (850) 759-5080

www.SherriRose.CPA www.SherriRose.CPA

We o� er tax preparation services, accounting and audit services. 

Contact us today to discuss your tax and 
accounting needs at Admin@SherriRose.cpa

Your Trusted Partner in Crawfordville.
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

• Sales
• Rentals
• Storage Unit 

Rentals     
8x10 - $66.65 
10x12 $98.90 (850)926-5084

www.WakullaRealty.com 
 edar venue  ra ordville • P  o   ra ordville F  

Lic. Real Estate Broker and Associates

Karen Williams 
(850) 567-8279

Sonya Hall 
(850) 528-0857

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY

In a world where 
health-conscious choic-
es are becoming in-
creasingly popular, 
Watertok emerges, for 
some, as a refreshing 
trend, offering a new 
perspective on hydra-
tion. Watertok is a grow-
ing community on Tik-
Tok where people share 
“water recipes,” a fusion 
of water and additions 
such as sugar-free syr-
ups and flavored pow-
ders. These concoctions 
have gained traction 
as alternatives to the 
sugary beverages that 
dominate our market. 
At its core, Watertok 
encourages individuals 
to explore the vast pos-
sibilities of homemade 
flavored water and the 
importance of proper 
hydration.

Water is essential 
for our well-being, and 
many struggle to meet 
their daily intake re-
quirements. Watertok 
addresses this chal-

lenge by transforming 
ordinary water into 
something more palat-
able for those who dis-
like plain water. One 
benefit of Watertok lies 
in its simplicity – wa-
ter infused with various 
fruits, herbs, and spic-
es. This mixture not 
only enhances the fla-
vor but may also add an 
additional nutritional 
boost to the otherwise 
plain liquid.

One of the key ad-
vantages of Watertok is 
its versatility. Whether 
it is a burst of citrusy 
freshness from lemons 
and oranges or a sooth-
ing hint of mint and 
cucumber, the possibil-
ities are endless. This 
innovative approach 
to hydration encour-
ages individuals to tai-
lor their water to their 
taste preferences while 
reaping the benefits of 
added nutrients.

Homemade flavored 
water allows people to 
break free from the mo-
notony of plain water, 
making hydration an 
enjoyable experience. 
This is particularly 
beneficial for those who 
find it challenging to 
consume an adequate 
amount of water daily. 
The subtle sweetness 
of fruits or the aromat-
ic infusion of herbs can 

entice even the most re-
luctant water drinkers.

Beyond its flavor-en-
hancing qualities, Wa-
tertok brings a nutri-
tional dimension to 
hydration. Fruits like 
berries and citrus pro-
vide a rich source of 
vitamins, antioxidants, 
and essential miner-
als. Herbs such as mint 
and basil not only add 
a refreshing taste but 
also contribute unique 
health benefits. For ex-
ample, mint is known 
for its digestive prop-
erties, while basil is a 
source of anti-inflam-
matory compounds.

The homemade na-
ture of Watertok also 
aligns with the growing 
trend of sustainabili-
ty and eco-conscious 
living. By using fresh, 
locally sourced ingre-
dients, individuals can 
reduce their carbon 
footprint and contrib-
ute to a healthier plan-
et. It is a small step 
that carries significant 
implications for both 
personal well-being and 
environmental sustain-
ability.

However, Watertok is 
not without its pitfalls. 
Critics have made the 
argument that the ad-
dition of flavored pow-
ders and syrups in the 
amounts suggested can 

be unhealthy due to the 
copious amounts of ar-
tificial sweeteners and 
colors they contain. 
They claim those in the 
Watertok community 
are misleading their fol-
lowers with their health 
claims. While water 
serves as the beverage’s 
base, can it still be 
called water if so many 
things have been added 
to it? After all, water is 
the base of coffee, tea, 
and soda, but they are 
not called water. Where 
is the line drawn?

The debate contin-
ues.

Watertok is not just 
a beverage trend; it is 
touted as a lifestyle 
choice that promotes 
hydration and nutri-
tion. Embracing the art 
of homemade flavored 
water allows individ-
uals to take control of 
their hydration needs, 
making it a personal-
ized and enjoyable ex-
perience. But as with 
most nutrition trends, 
it is important to get all 
the facts before jump-
ing right into trying it.

For more information 
about this and other nu-
trition topics, please con-
tact Samantha Kennedy 
at the UF/IFAS Wakulla 
County Extension Ser-
vice at (850) 926-3931.

The growing Watertok trend
 Drinking enough water is important to our overall health and well-being. Adding fruit, spices, and other �avorings 

can make water more palatable to people who do not like plain water.

Gerald Brown Photography

•Events •Beach Portraits
 •Special Occasions
    •Musicians

850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

PHOTO BY METRO CREATIVE
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Bringing relatability to this industry 

WWW.HOTMESSWEIGHTLOSS.COM
Apply Today

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

14 Medallion Lane
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

By ERIK LOVESTRAND

In my opinion, this 
is a wonderful time of 
year for many reasons. 
Not the least of which is 
the opportunity to wit-
ness the fruiting phase 
of a wide variety of 
mushroom species that 
we would otherwise be 
totally unaware of. 

Fungi were once 
grouped with plants in 
the Kingdom Plantae. 
They have since been 
classified into their own 
Kingdom-level grouping 
due to several key dif-
ferences from plants. 
The Fungi Kingdom is 
incredibly diverse, with 
an estimated 2-3 mil-
lion species, a tiny frac-
tion of which have been 
described. It includes 
not only mushrooms 
but also molds and 
yeasts.

Winter temperature 
fluctuations, along with 
consistent rainy fronts 
across our area trig-
ger many fungi to fruit. 
However, long before 
we see a mushroom, 
an extensive mycelial 
network has been bus-
ily working, out of sight 
and mind, colonizing 
the substrate that the 
organism is growing on. 
Food sources are often 
organic material in the 
soil, or dead (and oc-
casionally living) wood 
from trees. Fungal my-
celia secrete enzymes 
to digest organic mate-
rial and are responsible 
for a significant portion 
of all decomposition in 
terrestrial ecosystems. 
Fungi are also criti-
cal partners with most 
plants via mycorrhi-
zal relationships with 
root systems that pro-
vide important benefits 
to both partners. Of 
course, as any gardener 
knows, not all relations 
with fungi are beneficial 
to their host.

One interesting 
mushroom that has 
been popping up lately 
is a species of “stink-
horn” known as the 

columnar stinkhorn, 
which describes the 
four orange columns, 
connected at the top, 
that arise from an 
“egg” in the ground. 
The egg stage resem-
bles a puffball prior to 
the columns erupting. 
One interesting (many 
say disgusting) fea-
ture that all stinkhorns 
have in common is a 
foul-smelling odor pro-
duced by mature spec-
imens which smells like 
rotting meat. The odor 
arises from the dark, 
sticky spore mass in-
side the columns and 
attracts flies, which 
serve as this group’s 
dispersal mechanism. 
This mushroom com-
monly erupts where 
people have used wood 
chips for a mulch layer. 
Right now, I am see-
ing many of them at 
my house where I cut 
down some large pine 
trees last year and left a 
healthy supply of wood 
chips on the ground.

Another interesting 
mushroom that devel-
oped on a downed log 
in our woodlot is called 
the bear’s head tooth 
mushroom. This spe-
cies can be quite large, 
and our specimen was 
at least 14 inches wide. 
It had several branching 
arms, which terminat-
ed in clusters of hang-
ing “icicle-like” fingers. 
As visually stunning 
as mushrooms can be, 
they tend to make us 
forget that they are only 
a small piece of a much 
larger organism. Have 
you ever wondered how 
mushrooms can erupt 
in a large circular ring, 
all at the same time 
(referred to as a “fairy 
ring”)? It is because the 
perimeter of the ring is 
where the active grow-
ing portion of the fungal 
mycelia extends to. The 
open interior of the ring 
is where the mycelia 
have already consumed 
the organic material in 
the soil as the fungus 
spread.

Take your kids for 
a walk in the woods to 
look for mushrooms 
this winter. It is a good 
way to teach them early 
about the importance 
of these amazing de-
composers, while also 
warning about never 
putting them in their 

mouth. One species 
that I have seen locally 
is called the “destroying 
angel”: very beautiful 
but very deadly. 

A quick read regard-
ing mushroom toxins 
and their effects should 
inspire a healthy dose 
of caution in any mush-
room enthusiast.

Erik Lovestrand is a 
UF/IFAS regional Sea 
Grant agent in Wakulla, 
Franklin and Gulf coun-
ties.

The fungus among us

� e fetid odor of the 
columnar stinkhorn will 
usually be your � rst clue 
that it is fruiting nearby.

PHOTO BY ERIK LOVESTRAND
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5125 Woodlane Circle Tallahassee, FL 32303

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, Maintenance, 

Installation and Upgrades! 
Our skilled technicians can get an older model running 
smoothly again. We can also replace your old unit for a 

New, Upgraded, More Ef� cient Model! 

Whatever your HVAC needs, call A & W Services 
Heating & Air now for expertise you can count on.

(850) 504-6053

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience

servicesA&W
AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Lic. # CAC1815061

(850)926-6526
 o .  ri. a    •  at. a   4

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us
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Ask for 
Military 
Discount

OPEN
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

R honda A. C arroll ,  M A I
State Certifl ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 8 5 0 - 9 2 6 - 6 1 1 1  • 850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

V i s i t  O u r  W e b s i t e  a t :  w w w . c a r r o l l a p p r a i s a l . c o m

• Over 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

By GREG GAST
 

What is a good 
life? Is it a life that 
is self-fulfilling? Is it 
characterized as be-
ing joyful, filled with 
the enjoyment of the 
small pleasures of 
life? 

A good life con-
sists of many dif-
ferent experiences 
of goodness such 
as saying that you 
are healthy, happy, 
pleased, blessed or 
have a good reputa-
tion. 

Is it enough just to 
live a good life? What 

about living a great 
life.

You need a plan. 
You won’t go on a 
road trip without 
a map. And you 
shouldn’t try to build 
a great life without a 
plan either. A plan 
that will take you 
from here to there to 
a great life you can 
envision. 

To begin creating 
your plan you’ll need 
to clarify why you 
want a great life. You 
will need new skills 
and you will need to 
commit to the goal of 
having a great life. 

The first step is to 
believe in yourself. 
Remember the first 
time you rode a bike, 
or drove a car?  It’s 
engaging in person-
al development, and 
you have had it in 
you all along. 

Developing a 
mindset that focuses 

on your belief in your 
ability to create a 
great life, identifying 
your values, defining 
what a great life is in 
your own words is a 
good start.  

Next begin to think 
positively about life. 
We all know some-
one who will find 
the one bad thing 
in every situation. 
Learning to think 
happy thoughts can 
make even the most 
obnoxious situation 
more enjoyable. 

Finding the sil-
ver linings in every 
moment of everyday 
makes life a little 
better.  Boost your 
self-confidence if you 
don’t have self-con-
fidence, it’s easy to 
think that there’s 
something wrong 
with us. It’s a skill 
that when we learn 
how to think, feel, 
and act in ways that 

makes us a person 
we really love, we can 
be more self-confi-
dent and happier.

Create a work-life 
balance. Find out 
if you’re at risk for 
burnout. 

Establish better 
boundaries. Engage 
in restorative expe-
riences and do more 
things that energize 
you and help you 
live happily. 

Build resilience 
– life sometimes 
knocks us down, 
there’s no getting 
around it. Practice 
mindful acceptance 
observing the situa-
tion to increase your 
awareness. 

Find the positives 
in negative situa-
tions – understand-
ing the benefits of 
negative emotions. 
Beef up your coping 
skills and stop your 
negative thought cy-

cles. 
Build mindful-

ness – be more in 
the present moment. 
Take a break from 
technology and find 
your life purpose. 
By building this skill 
your life will become 
more meaningful 
and more satisfying 
and you can be hap-
pier more easily. 

Practice kindness 
– because sometimes 
we forget or ignore 
how we affect others. 
Kindness fuels a lon-
ger lasting and more 
enduring type of 
happiness. Practice 
gratitude and make 
positive impacts on 
the lives of others. 

Finally, build 
healthy relation-
ships. It is the most 
important factor in 
both our health and 
our happiness. 

Stay off the phone 
when you’re with 

others and be care-
ful about how you 
use social media. 

Don’t be comfort-
able with living a 
good life but turn 
goodness into great-
ness by continually 
developing yourself, 
exercising your pas-
sion, setting bigger 
goals, and making 
meaningful impacts 
on society.

Let me know what 
you think...

Send your ques-
tions to Real Life 
Counseling, 3295 
Crawfordville Hwy., 
suite #4, Crawford-
ville FL 32327 in 
care of Gregory E. 
Gast, MS, LMHC, 
NCC. Your name will 
be changed and the 
answer to your ques-
tion will appear in 
an upcoming issue 
of The Wakulla Sun 
Monthly. 

Living a great real life
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From Front Page

closely connected with, 
such as your work, your 
achievements, or your 
family. 

Somer Pell, Wakul-
la County’s Assistant 
County Administrator 
of Community Develop-
ment, brings both her 
pride and passion for 
Wakulla County to work 
with her every day. 

“I love Wakulla Coun-
ty, I love Wakulla County 
so much it’s almost to a 
fault,” Pell says. She has 
been in her current role 
since Oct. 1, 2023. 

“I have lived in Wakul-
la most of my life and 
attended Wakulla School 
District my entire aca-
demic career. I started 
working in 2005 with the 
county administration as 
a Planning Technician, 
entry level…front line…
boots on the ground type 
of position, and I knew 
this was the place for 
me.” 

“My first public meet-
ing was at the planning 
commission with Donnie 
Sparkman as the director 
and Mike Falk was chair 
at the time, the agenda 
item at the time was the 
Wakulla Springs bottled 
water facility. It was very 
high profile and serious, 
I went home concerned 
thinking, ‘What did I get 
myself into?’  

“But my love for the 
county only fueled the 
desire within me to rep-
resent and support my 
community and what 
is best for it,” Pell says. 
“That exact experience 
grew me in the direction 
of my career and I knew 
then what I truly want-
ed to do for my county, 
which is to represent, 
support and fight for my 
county and what is best 
for the people’s interest.”

Pell brings an arsenal 
of 19 years worth of ex-
pertise, experience, and 
knowledge to her role as 
Assistant County Admin-
istrator of Community 
Development. Certifica-
tions include Certified 
Flood Plain Manager 
which is a federal lev-
el certification which 
manages flood hazard 
areas and is utilized in 
emergency management 
for post-disaster assess-
ment and disaster re-
covery, and to ensure 
requirements FEMA has 
for Wakulla County are 
met and maintained. 
Certified Public Manag-
er, Certified Code En-
forcement Officer and 
Certified Green Guide 
which offers environ-
mental tours and educa-
tion in flora and fauna. 

Pell served as Director 
of Planning and Zoning 
for 9 years. She is re-
sponsible for the Plan-

ning and Zoning, Code 
Enforcement, Housing, 
GIS, Building Depart-
ment, Industrial De-
velopment Authority, 
Historic Preservation, 
Local Mitigation Strate-
gy, Parks and Facilities 
and Recreation, she is 
still serving as Planning 
Director. Pell is also re-
sponsible for Technical 
Review Committee meet-
ings and serves as the 
liaison between coun-
ty administration and 
Florida Department of 
Health.

“Wakulla is home for 
me, I enjoy Wakulla’s 
Sportsman’s Paradise, 
I spend my time in the 
woods, on the bay, any of 
the four rivers, this has 
always been my home 
and I have no desire to 
live anywhere else.” 

She is married to 
Brent Pell, former Engi-
neer for Wakulla County 
and currently Director 
of Public Works for Leon 
County. Together they 
share four boys – Ethan, 
Evan, John and William, 
three dogs – Barney, 
Drake and Sudsy, one 
female barn cat named 
Rona, and six chickens. 

“My favorite fishing is 
inshore, offshore, scal-
loping, gardening, plants 
are a passion for me, 
I absolutely love Sun-
blest’s nursery plants.”

Pe l l ’ s  communi ty 
involvement includes 
working with the Grid-
iron Club for Wakulla 

High School when her 
son was on the War Ea-
gle football team. 

“My son was playing 
football at Wakulla High 
School and a need was 
identified, I wanted to 
give back to the organi-
zation my children were 
in, it was important to 

me,” she says. “Football 
is life to my family; we 
have four boys! 

“We had football sea-
son, soccer, baseball, 
track… All boys at the 
rec park all the time. 
Two of the boys gradu-
ated from Wakulla High 
School and moved onto 

to trade skills, the other 
graduated from Wakulla 
Christian School and he 
is in college now, and 
my youngest is a junior 
at Wakulla High School, 
I am very proud of all of 
them.” 

“Wakulla County has 
such a great community 
of great caring people 
and serving them, ad-
dressing the needs of 
commissioners and bal-
ancing the new develop-
ment and infrastructure 
development is what is 
important to me, the 
(county administration) 
is the backbone of the 
community, my role is 
like a puzzle with all 
the different pieces (the 
many sections) and mak-
ing it all fit together to 
best benefit the interests 
of both the community 
and the people is what 
makes my job fulfilling,” 
says Pell.

Somer Pell

Somer Pell loves being outside. Here she is with a red snap-
per she caught.

Call Lionel Dazevedo (850) 284-6961 
Owner/Agent Exit Realty Café 

lionel7769@gmail.com

Desirable River Plantation Estates!  Gated community has ramp on Wakulla River, Pool. 
Tennis & clubhouse.  Spacious 3/2, wet bar, � replace, quartz counters, split bedrm plan, 

Easy care tile and wood � oors. Two screened porches and waterfall.  
One private acre requires little maintenance.  

Text E123515 to 85377 for full details and photos.
$459,000
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WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 8:30 am. 

Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm
1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am

1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Live Streaming - Sundays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

2784 COASTAL HWY., CRAWFORDVILLE
850745-8208WAKULLADIVING.com

CCCCYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERSYLINDERS

SSSSSSSSPEAR

AAAIRIRIRIRLLLINEINEINE

BC BC BC BC 

MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS, 
CYLINDERS, REGULATORS, COMPUTERS, 

SPEARFISHING SUPPLIES, WETSUITS, 
AIRLINE HOOKAHS (SURFACE SUPPLIED AIR), 

BC SYSTEMS, CAMERAS & HOUSINGS,
SIDEMOUNT UNITS & MORE.

HUGE SELECTIONHUGE SELECTION

SUNDAY SERVICE… 10:17a.m.

MID WEEK ADVENT SERVICE
7:00p.m. Dec. 6, 13 & Dec. 20

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

 The Wakulla Sun Monthly is a 
free paper delivered to every 

home in Wakulla County.
The Wakulla Sun also publishes 
a weekly newspaper. Copies are 
available at boxes around the 
county for $1. Subscriptions are 

$35 per year in-county.
To subscribe to the newspaper, 
call 850-962-8019 or stop 
by our offi  ce at 12 Arran 
Road in Crawfordville on the 

courthouse square.

Mary Wallace
Mortgage Consultant

2592 Crawfordville Highway   Crawfordville, FL 32327
cchl.com  NMLS#75615  Equal Housing Lender

C: 850.228.5667
O & F: 850.201.2127

mwallace@cchl.com - mwallace.cchl.com
NMLS ID #2327682

FI
RS

T PENTECOSTAL

C
H

U
R

C

H OF CRAWFORD
V

IL
LE

SERVICES:
Sunday School  
10:30 am
Morning Worship 
11:30 am
Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7:30 pm

5 Crescent Way, 
Crawfordville, FL 

(850) 926-4889 https://www.fpccupci.org

“The little paper”

onthlyeighbor

“The little paper”

onthlyeighbor

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
eddition of

AND
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� ursday, February 1

•  e W Au iliary ingo 
Night will e held at  p m  
at  Arran oad in Craw-
fordville  every  ursday  

 ere are concessions and 
ra   es
•  e otary Clu  of Wa ul-
la County meets at the CC 
Wa ulla Center at 8 0 a m  
every  ursday
• in oga at 0 a m  and  
p m  with oe every  urs-
day  Classes are 12  at New 

osh on 0  Crawford-
ville Hwy  S  to new-
posh 0 gmail com or 
te t call at 8 0  28- 8 8  
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 0 p m  every 

 ursday at the American 
Legion   chloc onee St

Friday, February 2

• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 8 p m  
every riday at the Amer-
ican Legion   chloc -
onees St

Saturday, February 3

• Mardi ras  sponsored y 
riends of the Li rary  will 
e held at the community 

center from -  p m  with 
live music and a cash ar  

ic ets are 0 each
•  e anacea Community 

arden armer s Mar et will 
e held from  a m  to 12 

noon in anacea
•  e WH  Wildlife  Heri-
tage  and utdoors  festival 
will e held at the St  Mar s 
Wildlife efuge from 10 
a m  to  p m
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 0 p m  every 
Saturday at the American 
Legion   chloc onee St
•  e Wa ulla Caregiver 
Support roup will meet at 
the Wa ulla County u lic 
Li rary at 10 a m  every 
Saturday

Monday, February 5

•  e Wa ulla County 
oard of County Commis-

sioners meets at  p m  in 
the commission cham ers  
•  e Wa ulla espite ro-
gram is availa le for anyone 
with memory impairment at 
no cost from  a m  to  p m  
at La e llen aptist Church 
every Monday
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at  p m  and 8 p m  
every Monday at the Ameri-
can Legion   chloc onee 
St
• estorative yoga at 0 
a m  and  p m with oe  
every Monday at New osh  

0  Crawfordville Hwy  
S  to  newposh 0

gmail com or te t call at 
8 0  28- 8 8

Tuesday, February 6

• Sopchoppy community 
dinner is held every wee  
at the owles House at 0 
p m  
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 0 p m  at the 
American Legion   

chloc onee St
• low oga at 0 a m  
and  p m with Nellie  every 

uesday at New osh  0  
Crawfordville Hwy  S  
to  newposh 0 gmail
com or te t call at 8 0  

28- 8 8

Wednesday, February 7

• Mu   ns with Moms re-
natal Support roup meets 
at  a m  0 a m  and 10 
a m  at the Wa ulla County 
Health Department  Contact 
Li  Neigh ors at 8 0-888-

0 8 or eli a eth neigh-
ors  health gov for more 

information
• A line dance class is held at 
1 p m  at the Wa ulla Senior 
Center every Wednesday
• Wa ulla County Coalition 
for outh meets at 12 0 
p m  at the health depart-
ment
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 0 
p m  every Wednesday at 
the American Legion   

chloc onee St
• entle oga and Stetching 
Class  every Wednesday  11 
a m  Wa ulla Community 

Center  ring a mat  Come 
early to sign in  Chair oga 
participants welcome  2 per 
class

� ursday, February 8

• St  Mar s City Commis-
sion meets at the St  Mar s 
City Hall at  p m

Friday, February 9

• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 8 p m  
every riday at the Amer-
ican Legion   chloc -
onees St

Saturday, February 10

•  e 2 th Annual al-
entines Day parade and 
festival will e held at 10 
a m  and last until  p m  in 
Hudson ar
•  e Sopchoppy communi-
ty mar et will e held from 

 a m  to 2 p m  at the Depot 
ar

Monday, February 12

•  e Sopchoppy City Com-
mission meets at 0 p m  
at City Hall.
• Crawfordville Womans 
Clu  monthly meeting is 
the second Monday of each 
month at 0 p m  at  

chloc onee St  in Craw-
fordville  Call 8 0 - 2  
for more information

� ursday, February 15

•  e Wa ulla County Can-
cer Support roup meets in 
the ducation Center of the 
Crawfordville nited Meth-
odist Church at  p m   is 
group meeting is for men 
and women  regardless of 
the type of cancer  Spouses  
caregivers  and friends are 
welcome  or more informa-
tion  call 8 0- 2 - 0 0

Monday, February 19
• residents Day – Banks 
and some government 
o�  ces will be closed.
•  e American Legion 

ost 11  will e meeting at 
the Wa ulla County u lic 
Li rary at 0 p m

Tuesday, February 20

•  e Wa ulla County 
oard of County Commis-

sioners meets at  p m  in 
the commission cham ers  
•  e Wa ulla County 
School oard meets in the 
school administration uild-
ing at  p m
•  e Wa ulla County 

CC will conduct a 
Wor shop on at 00p m  at 
the Commission Cham ers  
regarding the pioid Settle-
ment unds mplementation 

lan

Saturday, February 24

• St  Mar s hosts a commu-
nity mar et every fourth 
Saturday of the month at 
81  Leon ort Drive from  
a m  until 1 p m

Please 
Recycle angie brooke hope webb

LET OUR TEAM HELP YOU TODAY!

Whether it's buying or selling a primary home or your next
vacation home in Wakulla County and the surrounding areas,

our agents have got you covered! 

1-800-451-1605 

theamericandreamnorthfloridaamericandreamnorthflorida

www.theamericamdream.house

ANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

H O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

hope webbhope webbH O P E   W E B Bhope webb
Hope@theamericandream.house

a
A

On the Horizon: 

SPRINGS

SUN 10:15a.m.
WED 7:00 p.m.

Where Love 
Abounds 
& Church 

Becomes Family
850-556-0320
850-926-4065

2028 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.

God Is Real

Springsofhope.us

JESUS 
IS KING

Family owned & operatedFamily owned & operatedFamily owned & operatedFamily owned & operated
Family owned & operated

Tuesday -Saturday 11-9 • Sun 12-8 • Monday - closed

(850) 745-8676
2000 Crawfordville Highway Suite D - Across from Wal Mart 

FRESH DOUGH MADE DAILY IN HOUSE
Homemade Sauces • Premium Fresh Toppings

Rich Flavors • Generous Portions

Family operated

Little  Napoli  Café

� e calendar of events for February
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UNLOCK NEW

POSSIBILITIES!
Let's make this year unforgettable by unlocking new 
possibilities with LOYALTY Credit Union's HELOC. 
Whether upgrading your space, tackling debts, or 
diving into exciting projects, your HELOC is ready to 
add a sprinkle of magic to your resolutions. 

LEARN MORE AT LOYALTYCU.ORG

CLUES ACROSS
1. Shed tears
5. Luxury jewelry 
designer
10. Goddess of wis-
dom
12. Convert into a 
particular form
14. Working-class 
people

16. It borders Cana-
da (abbr.)
18. A princess can 
detect its presence
19. Red-brown sea 
bream
20. Defunct retail 
empire
22. Vase
23. Demeter’s equiv-

alent
25. Monetary unit of 
the Maldives
26. French and Bel-
gian river
27. Small amount
28. High schoolers’ 
test
30. Animal’s foot
31. Some is red

33. Per __: each
35. Swedish jazz pop 
duo
37. Plate for Eucha-
rist
38. Train line
40. Russian pop duo
41. Stake
42. Plant by scatter-
ing
44. Female sibling
45. City of Angels 
hoopsters (abbr.)
48. Popular cookie 
brand
50. Group of Ni-
ger-Congo languages
52. A team’s best 
pitcher
53. Vomits
55. 19th letter of 
Greek alphabet
56. Men’s fashion 
accessory
57. Its capital is 
Pierre (abbr.)
58. Expensive cut of 
steak
63. Popular James 
Cameron � lm
65. A __: relating to 
knowledge gleaned 
from deduction
66. Kids’ snow toys
67. Flip side to yin

CLUES DOWN
1. Global public 
health agency
2. Snake-like � sh
3. Midway between 
northeast and east
4. Dabbed
5. TV show
6. Folk singer Di-
Franco
7. Canadian � yers
8. Of the dowry
9. Commercial
10. � e act of imitat-
ing
11. Equipment used 
to broadcast radio or 
TV signals
13. Lands of an emir
15. Swiss river
17. Island
18. Monetary unit of 
Afghanistan
21. One who surren-
ders under agreed 
conditions
23. Gar� eld is one
24. A baglike structure 
in a plant or animal
27. Small boats used 
in the Black Sea
29. Small savory 
Spanish dishes
32. Body part
34. Touch lightly

35. Popular grilled 
foods on a stick
36. __ Hess: oil com-
pany
39. Antelope with a 
reddish coat
40. Pharaoh of Low-
er Egypt
43. Pink Floyd’s 
Roger
44. Short and thick
46. Small, sac-like 
cavities
47. Performer __-Lo
49. Entrails of ani-
mal used as food
51. __ King Cole, 
musician
54. Where construc-
tion is done
59. Chap
60. Investment ve-
hicle
61. O� en mixed 
with tonic
62. Holiday beverage 
egg __
64. Against

CROSSWORD ___________
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Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA HEART 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION

is committed to combating heart 
disease by improving outcomes and 

quality of life.  Based in Miami, Florida, our Foundation raises funds 
for research, educational programs and prevention grants which 

are only made possible through public support by everyone who 
switches to our ‘Stop Heart Disease’ specialty license plate, which 

is the only plate in the State of Florida that supports this cause. We 
make it easy to support our mission and raise awareness about heart 
disease by offering our special limited time program to Switch at No 

Cost from your “Florida” license plate to our “Stop Heart Disease”.  
Visit www.stopheartdisease.org to make the switch. 

$20 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

10% OFF
BEST PRICE in TOWN

FLAT RATE TO 
TALLAHASSEE

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

When I took office 
as Sheriff in 2017 one 
of the central plat-
forms I established 
for my administra-
tion was transparen-
cy. One of the ways 
that I helped further 
that goal was bring-
ing back the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Citizen’s Acade-
my. 

Since taking office 
WCSO held at least 
one academy every 
year, except for 2020. 
I am excited once 
again to announce 
the dates for our 
next Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office Citi-
zen’s Academy. 

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office is 
a multiweek course 
that provides those 
who attend with an 
inside look at the 
Sheriff’s Office. Over 
the course of the class 
those who attend are 
given a guided tour of 
the Wakulla County 
Jail, get an up-close 
look at our commu-
nications and Road 
Patrol equipment, 
work with the Wakul-
la County CSI crew, 
and get to go through 

some realistic train-
ing scenarios. My 
staff and I try to pro-
vide as many hands-
on and active events 
as possible during 
the course. Every 
academy is a little 
bit different, however 
in the past students 
have gotten to walk 
through replica crime 
scenes and utilize the 
WCSO “shoot house” 
with simunition guns. 
Most recently during 
the Citizen’s Acade-
my our training divi-
sion has utilized state 
of the art electronic 
equipment from the 
Florida Sheriff’s As-
sociation to run stu-
dents through life 
like use of force sce-
narios. Attendees will 
also receive loads of 
information regarding 
what it takes to run 
WCSO day to day, 
and an in depth look 
into the criminal jus-
tice system. 

Beyond giving citi-
zens hands-on expe-
riences and informa-
tion about the working 
of the Sheriff’s Office. 
The Citizen’s Acad-
emy allows me and 
my staff an opportu-
nity to better get to 
know the Citizens of 
our great county. The 
first and last night 
of the Academy end 
with a group dinner, 
where WCSO staff, 
students, and myself 
have the chance to sit 
and fellowship with 
one another. We do 
this because while it 
is important that citi-
zens understand what 

goes on behind the 
scenes at WCSO, it is 
vital for them to know 
the individuals who 
make up this office. 
Being able to build 
relationships with cit-
izens and them with 
us is my greatest goal 
of the Citizen’s Acade-
my. We’ve had former 
students of the class 
go on to become certi-
fied and work with us, 
and hopefully every-
one who attends will 
become an ambassa-
dor for the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and law enforce-
ment.

This year’s Citizens 
Academy will begin 
on March 5th and will 
be held every Tues-
day from 6:30-8:00 
PM. It will be held 
weekly every Tuesday 
(except the week of 
school spring break, 
3/19) through April 
23rd. If you have any 
questions or are in-
terested in attending 
this or any future 
Citizen’s Academy 
classes WCSO may 
hold, please contact 
Lt. Jeffrey Yarbrough 
at jyarbrough@wcso.
org.

As always please do 
not hesitate to call if 
there is anything that 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office can do 
for you, and please 
always report suspi-
cious or illegal activi-
ty, 850-745-7100.

Jared Miller is sher-
iff of Wakulla County.

Sign up for the sheriff’s 
Citizens Academy

If you would like to be a sponsor, 
please give us a call!

Lion Buddy (850) 408-8489
Lion Marc (850) 296-5555

Arts & Crafts 
Vendors

Call Lion Sarah 
(864) 982-1415

Want to join 
the parade?

Call Lion Marc 
(850) 296-5555

1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Parade Trophies
Food Vendors • Craft Vendors

Deadline for completed 
vendor forms & check is 3/12/2024

Forms and information on our facebook 
page      CrawfordvilleLionsClub

Locally Owned 
& Operated

21st Annual
St. Patrick’s Day Festival
Saturday, March 16, 2024

Sponsored by 
the Crawfordville Lions Club

at Hudson Park
Crawfordville FL
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The St. Marks River towns
Chapter Two

The Magnolians 
asked the same legisla-
tive council that grant-
ed them a bank charter 
NOT to grant a charter 
to St. Marks for build-
ing a bridge across the 
river near the old fort.

In the high flown 
rhetoric of that day the 
memorial read: “You 
(the council) are in-
duced to believe that 
the applicants to your 
Honorable Body for the 
creation of this charter 
are not residents of this 
Territory: and that the 
sole object of this appli-
cation is, by means of 
the Bridge, to bring into 
market, and secure the 
sale of lots laid off upon 
a tract of improved 
land, to which a bridge 
would give access, for 
individual and private 
speculation. For it is 
well known that upon 
the opposite shore of 
St. Marks, near the 
port there is no popula-
tion to be accommodat-
ed by a Bridge, and it is 
respectfully submitted, 
whether the country 
can possibly be bene-
fitted in any manner by 
having offered to it the 
facility of crossing the 
river by means of a pro-
posed Bridge.”

History being en-
crossed with specula-
tion as well as facts, 
anyone reading the me-
morial could guess that 
no one lived in the area 
where the bridge wanted to go. The 
people who wanted a bridge were 
speculators who had lots to sell 
across the river from the town of St. 
Marks, and could not possible make 
money on the deal if there wasn’t a 
bridge to make the land accessible. 
The Magnolians not only wanted as 
much of the cotton export as they 
could get and the bridge would not 
only cut off their upriver business 
by forcing the ships to stay below 
the bridge so that goods had to be 
lightered to their town, but every 
future resident of St. Marks was 
competition in an economic battle. *

Fort St. Marks was incorporat-
ed as a town on January 3, 1827, 

more than a year before the incor-
poration of Magnolia, but the settle-
ment around the fort must not have 
lasted long. “As early as 1828” says 
Mark F. Boyd in the Florida Histor-
ical Quarterly, “enterprising indi-
viduals, probably with the status 
of squatters, were making estab-
lishment on the St Marks, in and 
above the fort for the reception of 
the trade of that part of Florida and 
Georgia.”

It was probably those above the 
fort, doubtless on or near the pres-
ent site of the town, who got the 
name changed, leaving off the word 
Fort. The present town was incor-
porated February 1, 1833. In 1834, 
the Tallahassee Railroad Company, 

which had recently been chartered 
by the Florida Legislative Council, 
asked Congress for a grant of 100 
acres of land “commencing at low 
water mark at the point of conflu-
ence of the rivers of St. Marks and 
Wacolla (sic), and entering up the 
margin of said river, until a direct 
line from one river to another, there 
will be included the number of acres 
as aforesaid, according to the plat 
herewith exhibited.”

The railroad company apparent-
ly wanted the 100 acres of land 
which included the site of old Fort 
St. Marks for a townsite, but their 
request was not granted. Instead of 
getting 100 acres, they were given 
ten a little farther up the river.

The company stated 
that the fort had long 
been abandoned as a 
military post and was 
then “in a state of di-
lapidation and ruin.” As 
this was prepared the 
latter part of 1834, it 
seems to indicate there 
was no longer any town 
in or immediately adja-
cent to the fort. 

Whatever the situa-
tion, four years before 
this a George Graham, 
commissioner of the 
General Land Office, 
recommended that a 
town be laid off at St. 
Marks. Graham’s rec-
ommendation may have 
been made because he 
wanted the squatters on 
government land above 
the fort made to pay for 
the lots they had settled 
on. Whether this is so 
or not, in 1832 the U.S. 
Land Office advertised 
lots in the town for sale. 
The federal government 
was therefore unwit-
tingly promoting a rival 
to Magnolia.

But even by this time 
Magnolia had already 
started to decline. Its 
bank, chartered in 
1832, according to Bre-
vard’s “History of Flor-
ida”, soon suspended 
specie payment. The 
legislative council of 
1834 authorized the 
removal of the bank of 
Magnolia to Tallahas-
see, but according to 
Brevard, “the change 
was never made and 
the bank disappears 

from the scene.”
Perhaps even more discourag-

ing to Magnolia’s promoters was an 
Act of Congress approved June 30, 
1834, reading ad follows: “Be it en-
acted by the Senate and the House 
of Representatives of the U.S.A. in 
Congress assembled, that the Pres-
ident of the United States be, and 
he is hereby authorized, to remove 
the custom house now established 
at Magnolia to the town of St. Marks 
or some other town on St. Marks 
Harbor, which may be deemed suit-
able, when in his judgement the 
public interests and convenience 
may require it.”

By Elizabeth F. Smith, published in the Magnolia Monthly in 1964

An old map shows the location of the Town of Magnolia on the St. Marks River. 
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

FOR SALE

SERVICES

HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART (850) 926-4353

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

Follow Bonnie’s 
Monthly Advice Column 

BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 
Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s 

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied 

Life Coach

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Harvey & Sons Enterprises

850–661–4194

Fill Sand & Topsoil      Land Clearing      Debris Removal 
Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

18 Years Experience
Rock & Road Base        Ponds        Culverts & Driveways

Payne’s PAINTING
339-4155
Serving All Your Painting Needs!

Greg Payne 850-339-4155

Our licensed painters will be happy to give you a Free Estimate at your convenience.
We serve Tallahassee & surrounding area in Residential & Commercial painting needs.

References available. We look forward to serving you.

Raw Wildfl ower honey
& Hand Crafted Soaps

All Locally Produced
850-926-2658

www.baileysbees.com
     baileysbeesonline     baileysbeesonline

59 Chicopee - $1050 per mo,  
950 sq ft  2 bed / 1 bath house.
Built in 2007 - Wakulla Gardens, 
available Jan 15th or Feb 1st .  

Will discount fi rst couple months 
rent , if new tenants want to 
paint , clean for move in. Will 

discount rent to law enforcement 
, county workers with county 
vehicles parked in driveway.

HomeEquityATM@gmail.com  
850-556-6694

FOR RENT

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

DEADHEAD CYPRESS
Accepting all calls

850-276-0370 

NEW LOCAL AUTHOR
Reggie Williams

“It’s Time for Change”
Order my book  

 now available on Amazon.

SEEKING

SUNSHINE SOLAR PANELS

Getting clean energy from the sun!

DANIEL KINSEY

owner

P 850-518-0238
E SUNSHINESOLARPANELS@YAHOO.COM

W sunshinesolarpanels.net

A Free 
Press 
Your 

Key To 
Freedom
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From Page 12
 
Postal receipts had 

begun to decline in 
1833 or earlier, for 
the fiscal year ending 
March 31, 1834, they 
were down to $221.50 
and the next year they 
were only $130.40.

A U.S. Post Of-
fice report for March, 
1832 furnishes proof 
that Magnolia still had 
a post office and that 
Benjamin Byrd, who 
later served as state 
treasurer of Florida, 
was postmaster. How-
ever, the office had 
been abolished prior 
to July 1, 1840.

Magnolia’s demise 
had more than one 
reason. The chief 
cause was the Tal-
lahassee Rail Road 
Company’s decision 
to strike the St. Marks 
River at a point sever-
al miles lower down. 
The second reason 

was undoubtedly the 
rather shallow depth 
of water in the river at 
Magnolia.

David B. Macomb of 
the U. S. Army Engi-
neers in a report to his 
chief, Charles Gratiot, 
made September 11, 
1828, said that vessels 

drawing more than 
six feet of water had 
to have part of their 
cargoes unloaded two 
miles below Magnolia 
unless an obstruction 
he mentioned was re-
moved. We have no 
record of the obstruc-
tion’s removal and it 

is pretty safe to infer 
that if it was, it did 
not produce the re-
sults Macomb expect-
ed. This obstruction 
was mentioned earlier 
in this report, and it 
would be interesting 
to deduce that Mag-
nolia went out of ex-

istence because of a 
mere $500, but there 
were too many oth-
er reasons to believe 
that Magnolia would 
have gone out of being 
anyway.

*In 1963 the peo-
ple of Apalachicola, in 
neighboring Franklin 

County had the same 
battle in the Flori-
da Legislature over 
building a bridge to 
St. George Island, an 
almost empty piece 
of real estate which 
a group of Tallahas-
see realtors hope to 
develop and sell, and 
to which only a ferry 
went. An Apalachic-
ola newspaper and 
the area senator, Lu-
ther Tucker, fought 
the proposed bridge 
for which county road 
funds would be used, 
but a bill authoriz-
ing the structure was 
passed anyway. So old 
are the problems of 
investments and the 
hope of profit.

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society 
Museum is in the Old 
Jail at 24 High Drive 
in Crawfordville. Vis-
it us online at Wakul-
laHistory.org.

A drawing of the Town of Magnolia, which was abandoned in the 1840s.

�e St. Marks River towns

25th Annual

A Family Friendly Day Packed Full of 
FUN and LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!

Line-Up 9 a.m.
starts at 10 a.m.

Cash Prize awarded 
for 1st Place $200.00

2nd Place $150.00
3rd Place $100.00

Does your business want to 
participate in our 

Valentine’s Day Festival? 
Go to www.wakullarotary.org/

Valentines for all forms 
to participate.

Want a great way to advertise your business? 
You can get your business name out there by 

sponsoring the Valentine’s Festival! 

Vendors Needed!
WakullaRotary@yahoo.com

Want to participate 
in the parade? 

Registration is FREE! 

All proceeds to benefi t High School Scholarships the Rotary Club of Wakulla Provides!

SATURDAY, FEB. 10, 2024

Valentine’s Day 
Festival & Parade

AT 
HUDSON PARK
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Your local 
source for news

onthly
“The little paper”

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on 
mobile or PC using this QR code.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 

TO SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 
THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

Your donation will help keep 
the presses running.

A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

Tax Returns
Individual & Business

Friendly, professional and here to stay. 

AWARDS
2013 Business Excellence Award

10 years (2014-2023) nominee 
Business Excellence Award

2023 Accounting Firm
Readers’ Choice, Wakulla Sun

2023 Accountant – Jessica Revell 
Readers’ Choice, Wakulla sun

10 years (2014-2023) 
Accounting & Tax Firm 

Readers’ Choice, Wakulla News

26 years serving Wakulla
850-926-9802  

Located at 3234 Crawfordville Hwy. • www.shepardaccounting.com
Lorra@shepardaccounting.com    Jessica@shepardaccounting.com

Open year round 
to serve you.

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services 
Year Round

ACCOUNTING TAX SERVICE

(850) 926-9802
Lorra L. Phillips, CPA Jessica S. Revell, CPA

SHEPARD
Jessica S. Revell, CPA       Lorra L. Phillips, CPA

“Best of Wakulla” 
winner in the 
Event Venue & 
Wedding Venue 

categories

Spring Wedding Expo
At the Lodge At Sherl0ck Springs

Meet local wedding vendors, including florists,  
caterers, DJs, bar services, photographers and more!

For more information or to reserve a vendor space,  
please contact Kathy Rouse at 850 274-0512.

Sunday, March 3, 2024 from 1:00 – 4:00 pm

2335 Bloxham Cutoff Road  
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Top Le� Photo By Briana Sealy Photography



Page 16 – SUN MONTHLY, February, 2024 

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Brian C. English, Representative, 
English Financial Group and Securities America are unaffi liated.

(850) 926-7487 www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com

139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest“Do everything in love.”
1 Corinthians 16:14

Your Hometown Financial Advisors

Happy Valentine’s Day!

FEBRUARY  WORKSHOP
What Baby Boomers Need To Know About
Retirement lncome
Savvy Social Security Planning for Boomers Workshop

Presenters/Financial Advisors:
BRIAN ENGLISH and JORDAN LEE

Learn the rules for…
• How your benefit will  be affected by 

  the age at which you apply
• How spousal benefits work 

• How survivor benefits work 
• How divorced-spouse benefits work 
• How benefits affect taxes 
• When should you apply

• 5 factors to consider when  
deciding to apply for benefits

• When it makes sense to delay 
benefits- and when It does not

• How to coordinate Social Security 
with your other forms of retirement 
income

Don’t miss this valuable workshop designed especially for baby boomers. Seating is l imited. 

Call today to reserve a spot for you and your friends.

The decisions you make today can  have a 
tremendous bearing on the total amount of 

benefits you stand to receive over your lifetime.

At this workshop 
you will  learn…

Tuesday, 
February 27

6PM – 7PM
RSVP by Friday, February 23

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

It All Starts With A Conversationn




