
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

“They called me Mother Skipper,” 
says Ethel Skipper when she rem-
inisced about the several genera-
tions of children in her Buckhorn 
community. 

Skipper has made such an im-
pact in her community of Buckhorn 
where she was born and raised, she 
is often cited as Buckhorn’s matri-
arch. Impacting lives positively is 
Ethel’s practice.

Impacting lives does not stop 
at the Buckhorn boundaries in 
Sopchoppy, Ethel Skipper actively 
impacts lives by pastoring at her 
church and also impacts the read-
ers of her Buckhorn Community 
News column in The Wakulla Sun 
newspaper for over 40 years and 
still going. PH
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Pastor, matriarch, and newspaper’s Buckhorn community correspondent
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850-692-9449

W E   B U Y   H O U S E S
3 Bedroom and 2 Baths up to 4 Bedrooms and 3 1/2 Baths

Check out our beautiful 
RENT TO OWN Properties 
at BuyNowNoBanks.com

Camille

Rolex

Rolex Says… 
“WHY RENT WHEN YOU 

CAN RENT TO OWN?”

Camille Duke, 
Broker

Solar energy is an alternative solution to 
energy independence and cost reduction for 
home and business owners. By investing in 

solar energy, you can reduce your dependence 
on the energy company to provide your 

electricity, as well as add value to your home.

Jay
 (850) 445-8643 • (844) 206-2806
 jay@ckrsolar.com

www.ckrsolar.com
CGC1511520
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HomeView Pro
THE CLEAR CHOICE

SECURITY ESSENTIALS
FOR YOUR HOME 
AND OFFICE PROPERTIES

Smart homes have 
four benefits that save money and time: 
Convenience, Security, Entertainment & Energy Efficiency.

WE PROVIDE

SPECIAL PROMO

GET 20% OFF

GET YOUR FREE 
ESTIMATE, MENTION 
THIS AD, THEN 

www.HomeViewPro.comLocally Owned and Operated

HOME AUTOMATION EXPERTS

-  CCTV Cameras
- Intercom Systems
- Networking
- Maintenance
- Product Sales
- PC Service & Repairs
- Instal lat ion

- CCTV Cameras
- Intercom Systems
- Networking
- Maintenance
- Product Sales
- PC Service & Repairs
- Instal lat ion

(850) 713-9001
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Locally Owned and Operated – 2510 Crawfordville Hwy. Crawfordville
Remodeling Services – Wakulla & Tallahassee to St. George Island

www.CabsandCounters.com

DREAM IT & WE                         WILL DESIGN IT

850-745-6053 
Mon. - Fri. 9am to 4pm with appointments available to better serve.

We like to work with you and discover what kitchen or Bath layout & features
Best   fi t YOUR life style & budget

Bringing Reliability 
to this industry

www.hotmessweightloss.com

You can now subscribe to 
The Wakulla Sun online!
To receive our Weekly 
Newspaper please visit 
www.thewakullasun.com and 
click on the subscribe today but-
ton or scan the QR code Here.

By AL HARTMAN
The Old Pro

The turkey sea-
son ended April 21. 
I thought last year 
was bad. This season 
hasn’t been much 
better. 

I’ve talked to a 
lot of hunters and 
most are saying it 
has been sparse this 
year. Our turkey                                                                                             
population has been 
troubled by preda-
tors and development 
issues. 

I understand con-
trolled burning is 
necessary for our for-
est health, but burn-
ing during turkey egg 
laying time isn’t good 
for the turkey popu-
lation increase.

The fishing should 
be in full swing, but 
the weather has 
been working against 
us. Heavy rain and 

windy conditions 
have made for some 
rough times on the 
water. 

I’ve seen two days 
in the last two weeks 
that amounted to 
seven to eight inches. 
The wind has been 
blowing heavy al-
most every day for a 
month. 

If you have a bigger 
boat it is not too bad, 
but most of us with 
boats less than 25 
feet have rough a ride 
in choppy waters.

The seatrout and 
redfish should be 
working the flats and 
shallow waters gob-
bling minnows and 
small crabs, but get-
ting to catch them 
hasn’t been ideal to 

say the least.
Grouper, seabass 

and other reef fish 
are going to be mov-
ing to deeper waters 
as the water tem-
peratures will be ris-
ing and they prefer 
cooler waters. 

But right now it 
is not perfect con-
ditions for smaller 
boats. 

And don’t forget to 
wear a life vest and 
to hook up your mo-
tor shut off line when 
navigating all the 
time no matter the 
weather conditions.

Well happy fish-
ing when you can get 
out!

Al Hartman can be 
contacted at redman-
ldpg@aol.com.

The Old Pro: Lousy weather
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

• Sales
• Rentals
• Storage Unit 

Rentals     
8x10 - $66.65 
10x12 $98.90 (850)926-5084

www.WakullaRealty.com 
10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville • PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

Lic. Real Estate Broker and Associates

Karen Williams 
(850) 567-8279

Sonya Hall 
(850) 528-0857

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Extension Director

In an era where men-
tal health is increasingly 
acknowledged as a criti-
cal aspect of overall well-
being, access to resourc-
es during times of crisis 
can be the difference be-
tween despair and hope. 
Whether grappling with 
anxiety, depression, or 
any other mental health 
challenge, individuals 
need support systems 
tailored to their needs. 
Recognizing this, a va-
riety of resources has 
emerged, providing vital 
assistance and guidance 
to those in distress.

At the forefront of 
mental health crisis in-
tervention are hotlines 
and helplines, offering 
immediate support to 
individuals in distress. 
Organizations like the 
Suicide and Crisis Life-
line provide confidential 
counseling and inter-
vention services 24/7, 
ensuring that help is al-
ways within reach. These 
services offer a lifeline 
for individuals facing 
overwhelming emotion-
al turmoil, connecting 
them with trained pro-

fessionals who can pro-
vide empathy, guidance, 
and resources for further 
assistance. To reach the 
Suicide and Crisis Life-
line, call or text 988.

The digital age has 
also brought forth a 
wealth of online com-
munities and support 
groups where individuals 
can find solace and soli-
darity in shared experi-
ences. A variety of online 
forums, platforms, and 
social media groups of-
fer spaces for individu-
als to seek advice, share 
coping strategies, and 
connect with others who 
understand their strug-
gles. These communities 
foster a sense of belong-
ing and reduce feelings 
of isolation, reminding 
individuals that they are 
not alone in their jour-
ney toward mental well-
ness. Reputable support 
groups can be found 
through organizations 
such as the Anxiety & 
Depression Association 
of America (ADAA), the 
National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI), 
and the Mental Health 
America (MHA).

With the rise of digital 
technology, therapeutic 
apps and online counsel-
ing services have become 
increasingly popular av-
enues for mental health 
support. A variety of dif-
ferent apps offer conve-
nient access to licensed 
therapists, counseling 
sessions, coping tools, 
and mindfulness exer-
cises from the comfort of 

one’s home. These plat-
forms prioritize accessi-
bility and affordability, 
breaking down barriers 
to mental health care 
and reaching individu-
als who may otherwise 
struggle to access tra-
ditional therapy. Not all 
“wellness” apps are cre-
ated equal. Performing 
due diligence and getting 
recommendations from 
trusted medical profes-
sionals before using an 
app is highly encour-
aged.

Within communities, 
local crisis intervention 
centers play a pivotal 
role in providing imme-
diate support and re-
sources to individuals 
in distress. These cen-
ters offer a range of ser-
vices, including crisis 
counseling, psychiatric 
evaluations, and refer-
rals to additional mental 
health resources. Staffed 
by trained profession-
als, crisis intervention 
centers serve as safe ha-
vens for individuals ex-
periencing acute mental 
health crises, offering 
compassionate care and 
practical solutions to 
alleviate distress. Some 
local crisis interven-
tion centers include The 
Apalachee Center and 
NAMI.

Empowering individ-
uals to take control of 
their mental health, ed-
ucational resources and 
self-help tools offer valu-
able insights and strat-
egies for coping with 
crisis situations. Books, 

articles, podcasts, and 
online courses provide 
information on under-
standing mental health 
disorders, developing 
resilience, and practic-
ing self-care techniques. 
Additionally, crisis in-
tervention toolkits and 
safety plans equip in-
dividuals with practical 
steps to manage crisis 
situations and seek ap-
propriate support when 
needed.

In the face of a men-
tal health crisis, access 
to timely and effective 
resources is very import-
ant. Whether through 
hotlines, online com-
munities, local centers, 
or educational materi-
als, individuals grap-
pling with mental health 
challenges can find the 
support they need to 
navigate through turbu-
lent times. By embrac-
ing these resources and 
reaching out for help, in-
dividuals can embark on 
a journey toward healing, 
resilience, and renewed 
hope. As society contin-
ues to prioritize mental 
health awareness and 
support, these resourc-
es serve as beacons of 
light, guiding individuals 
through the darkest of 
moments toward bright-
er tomorrows.

For more information 
about mental health sup-
port resources, please 
call Samantha Kennedy 
at (850) 926-3931.

May is for Mental Health Awareness
Good mental health is part of good overall wellness. People experiencing mental illness need support, not isolation.

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 

GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

 ADOBE STOCK PHOTO
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Your local 
source for news

THANK YOU 
TO OUR SPONSORS

By CHRIS RUSSELL

Hello Wakulla Neigh-
bors:

Spring has sprung 
and the wildflowers in 
Wakulla County are in 
full bloom. 

Just like our favorite 
pollinators, the Wakul-
la Senior Center Team 
has been busy as a bee 
ensuring that our local 
seniors have an out-
standing facility where-
by they can stay active, 
keep their mental acu-
ity in top-notch shape, 
spend time interacting 
with other seniors, and 
enjoy a great hot-meal 
during the week. 

Like many reward-
ing professions, the Se-
nior Center staff didn’t 
seek their jobs for the 
money, rather for the 
love of their communi-
ty and especially those 
senior citizens that call 
Wakulla County home. 

During the first three 
months of the year, the 
Senior Center Team 

provided close to 3,000 
hot meals to our local 
seniors at the center 
and over 800 additional 
meals to home-bound 
seniors via the Meals 
on Wheels Program. 

Additionally, during 
this timeframe, the Se-
nior Center was able to 
partner with Wakulla 
Giving Hands to incor-
porate a weekly food 
distribution whereby 
seniors get fruits, veg-
etables, meats, canned 
goods, and goodies. 
The success of this 
partnership caught the 
eyes of the Governor’s 
Office and First Lady 
Casey DeSantis recent-
ly participated in one of 
the food-sharing events 
held at the Senior Cen-
ter. 

Kudos to Wakulla 
Giving Hands for your 
willingness to partner 
with the Senior Cen-
ter to help ensure our 
seniors are adequately 
nourished!

While the Senior 
Center offers multiple 

activities and services 
to our local seniors, 
one of the primary fo-
cuses of the Center is 
to ensure that our se-
niors have at least one 
hot meal available to 
them Monday through 
Friday. 

Naturally, this un-
dertaking is quite ex-

pensive and is the rea-
son the Senior Center 
initiated the Adopt-
A-Senior Lunch Pro-
gram where donors 
can sponsor the lunch 
costs for a senior. 

These sponsorships 
range from weekly to 
monthly sponsorships, 
as well as one-time do-

nations. 
Additionally, pro-

ceeds from the annu-
al Christmas in July 
go to support the Se-
nior Center lunch pro-
grams. 

And….speaking of 
Christmas in July, the 
Senior Center will hold 
its 27th Annual Christ-

mas in July on July 
26th at the Wakulla 
Springs Lodge. This 
year the team will be 
incorporating a Murder 
Mystery into the event 
which will be produced 
by a professional theat-
rical company. 

Corporate and Ta-
ble Sponsorships for 
Christmas in July are 
currently available. If 
you’d like more infor-
mation on the Christ-
mas in July event or the 
Senior Center’s Adopt A 
Senior Lunch Program, 
please contact the team 
at (850) 926-7145. 

I hope you have a 
spectacular May and 
to all of the Mothers, 
Grandmothers, and 
Women who have tak-
en on the role of being 
a Mother to a child that 
they did not birth, have 
a wonderful Mother’s 
Day!

Chris Russell is 
a Board Member of 
Wakulla Senior Center 
Council.

Senior Center’s food distribution efforts draw attention

First Lady Casey DeSantis at the senior center with Wakulla Giving Hands  in April.
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5125 Woodlane Circle Tallahassee, FL 32303

A & W Services Heating & Air is 
The Authority on HVAC Repairs, Maintenance, 

Installation and Upgrades! 
Our skilled technicians can get an older model running 
smoothly again. We can also replace your old unit for a 

New, Upgraded, More Ef� cient Model! 

Whatever your HVAC needs, call A & W Services 
Heating & Air now for expertise you can count on.

(850) 504-6053

Commercial • Residential • Fast and Reliable Scheduling

Over 60 years combined experience

servicesA&W
AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION & HEAT

Lic. # CAC1815061

(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm •  Sat. 8am - 4pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 5/31/24

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF$5 OFF

Ask for 
Military 
Discount

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifl ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 850-926-6111 • 850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

By GREG GAST
 

What is persever-
ance anyway? 

It is a light lit by 
determination. It 
creates depth and re-
silience in a person. 
It is what one does 
continually despite 

failures, difficulties, 
or opposition. It is 
an essential part of 
everyday life wheth-
er it is overcoming 
personal setbacks, 
mastering a skill, or 
pursuing a dream. 
Its result is progress 
and resilience in life.

So how do you cul-
tivate perseverance? 
How do you stay the 
course when things 
are falling apart? 

Sometimes that is 
just what you have 
to do. 

Remember that 
even though you 
cannot always stay 

hopeful under du-
ress there are ways 
to stay motivated.

1. Set clear 
goals: By defining 
your path and then 
breaking it down 
into smaller steps 
inch by inch, day by 
day, till you are suc-
cessfully there.

2. Embrace the 
challenge: When 
hurdles show up 
face them do not 
shy away. Face them 
head-on, no matter 
what happens. This 
is where persever-
ance grows.

3. Learn from fail-

ure: This is the pur-
pose of failure and 
suffering. To learn 
from it is not defeat. 
Wisdom is gained. 
Failures carve resil-
ience into your soul.

4. Stay positive: 
Perseverance thrives 
where hope is tran-
scendent. Cultivate 
optimism. It’s not 
the end of the world, 
til the end of the 
world,

5. Seek support: 
Lean on friends, 
family, or a mentor. 
With their encour-
agement it will nur-
ture your spirit and 

help keep it calm 
under fire.

6. Practice pa-
tience: It’s a process 
with a beginning, 
middle and end. 
Trust the process, 
don’t rush to any 
conclusions to fast.

7. Celebrate your 
progress: Each step 
you take no matter 
how slight is a win. 
Acknowledge each 
and every one. It 
will fuel and sustain 
your efforts to fight 
on.

Remember perse-
verance is a flame 
lit by determination. 

It is essential in our 
everyday lives. 

Let me know what 
you think...

Send your ques-
tions to Real Life 
Counseling, 3295 
Crawfordville Hwy., 
suite #4, Crawford-
ville FL 32327 in 
care of Gregory E. 
Gast, MS, LMHC, 
NCC. Your name will 
be changed and the 
answer to your ques-
tion will appear in 
an upcoming issue 
of The Wakulla Sun 
Monthly. 

Perseverance in real life

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
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From Front Page

Ethel Skipper is best 
known for her role as 
Pastor at the Skip-
per Temple Church 
in Buckhorn off Surf 
Road. 

“The Lord led my 
husband and I back to 
Sopchoppy after being 
a previous member of 
the Church of Christ in 
Carrabelle, I have been 
Head Pastor at Skipper 
Temple Church since 
2007, 17 years now.” 

Ethel has been mar-
ried to her husband 
Willie for 71 years; they 
were married when she 
was 17 years old. Willie 
Skipper is now 96 years 
old. “He still helps me 
wash dishes and he 
does not miss a Sunday 
School class at church, 
he still reads the les-
sons,” Ethel shares.

Ethel also worked 
for Angelo’s Seafood 
restaurant when she 
was 17. 

“I washed dishes, 
cooked, fixed salads, 
you name it,” she says. 
“I worked for George 
Petrandis, I called him 
‘Greek.’” 

Angelo’s is renowned 
for sharing the family’s 
tradition of Greek cui-
sine and serving un-
forgettable traditional 
Greek salads and sea-
food with a Greek flair. 

“I graduated from 
Shadeville High School 
but went to Buckhorn 
first. They say they 
have no records for 

the schools back then, 
I hope they find them 
soon,” she says. “I have 
a report card to show I 
went there.”

Impacting the chil-
dren of Buckhorn is 
what Ethel Skipper 
is known or. Getting 
through to the chil-
dren was carried out 
by either discipline or a 
Sunday School lesson. 

“I was the neigh-
borhood mother at 
the church,” she says. 
“There were a lot of chil-
dren, there were some I 
had to spend extra time 
with, some that would 
act out just to get at-
tention, I could identify 
who needed what and 
with a little extra love 
or candy, I was able to 
reach them.” 

“As for discipline,” 
she says, “I could usu-
ally get through by the 
way I looked at the chil-
dren or by the way I 
talked, but sometimes 
it took more. I remem-
ber the kids, I remem-
ber Spencer Fleming 
as a child, he wouldn’t 
sit down, I would yell, 
‘Y’all sit down!’ and 
then I had to give him 
a spank or two or three. 
Nowadays, you can’t do 
that, and that is what 
is wrong with the kids 
today. 

“I have so many of 
the kids in my life, I get 
calls to be their godpar-
ent all the time because 
godparenting gives me 
the opportunity to show 
how you should train 

the children up,” she 
says. 

“When I taught Sun-
day School they would 
see a lot of me, and I 
feel special that I could 
touch young people’s 
lives. At home is the 
place where the disci-
pline needs to happen, 
it is up to us older gen-
eration to put it on the 
parents to DO IT NOW, 
while they are young, 
and they may not get it 
right away, but at home 
is where this needs to 
happen.” 

“You got to introduce 
them to the Lord, you 
have to make sure you 
instill that in them, at 
2 years old they can 
recognize the Lord,” 
she says, adding with a 
laugh: “I feel really spe-
cial because the kids I 
disciplined, they still 
call me every holiday 
even after they are all 
grown up.”

Since at least 1978, 
Ethel has been writing 
the column on Buck-
horn Community News.

“Writing the Buck-
horn Community News 
for the local newspaper 
is what keeps my brain 
active and exercised, 
ya know, and keeps the 
dementia away,” she 
says with a smile. “My 
favorite part of writing 
is when I feel like I can 
say something, some-
one will read it and it 
inspires me in hopes 
I can impact someone 
positively, I also like to 
throw a Bible verse in 
the newspaper articles 
every now and then, I 
like  the verse about 

‘Love one another as I 
have loved you.’ Jesus 
brings you joy when 
you live for the Lord,” 
she says. “I get more 
enjoyment out of medi-
tating on how I can help 
someone or encourage 
someone and I hope to 
do that in my newspa-
per articles.” 

“Writing the Buck-
horn Community News 
is about what I enjoy 
doing. I love to get my 
word out to the commu-
nity; it is very interest-
ing. After over 40 years 
of writing, from reading 
the articles, you would 
know what was going on 
in the community, be it 
birthdays, new births, 

sometimes I had I had 
to stop myself because 
folks did not want me to 
tell their age. 

“The articles talked 
about people’s out of 
town traveling, but I 
had to wait until they 
got back from traveling 
to write because no one 
would want to let others 
know they were out of 
town and not home so 
no one would take their 
mail. I also knew not 
to spell people’s names 
wrong. I always let peo-
ple approach me with 
their ‘news’ so I avoid-
ed putting their ‘news’ 
in the news until they 
approached me. 

“I heard from the 

community that there 
is only one person to 
write for Buckhorn and 
that’s Ethel Skipper!” 

“There was a time 
when I almost gave the 
writing up, I told Mr. 
(William) Snowden, the 
editor, I can’t type, but 
Mr. Snowden was ap-
preciative and said, if 
you write it, I’ll type it, 
just call me and let me 
know.” 

She finished by say-
ing: “How you make 
someone feel, it is pre-
cious, it never goes 
away, and it could be 
either good or bad, I 
strive to make people 
feel good.”

Ethel Skipper

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

www.harborpointrealty.com

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

Call Lionel Dazevedo (850) 284-6961 
Owner/Agent Exit Realty Café 

lionel7769@gmail.com

Desirable River Plantation Estates! Enjoy gated community perks: boat ramp, pool, 
tennis, clubhouse. Spacious 3/2 home with 12 ft ceilings, skylights, wet bar, � replace, 
quartz counters, split bedroom plan. Tile & wood � oors, two screened porches, triple 

carport on a low-maintenance private acre. Hebel Brick construc-
tion – solid & wind resistant. Text E133415 to 85377 for all info.

$445,000

This beautiful Scarlet Kingsnake is one of our three red-black-yellow banded snakes in 
the region.

By ERIK LOVESTRAND

Many lifelong 
Wakulla County resi-
dents may have never 
seen ANY of our three 
species of snakes that 
sport red, black and 
yellow (or whitish) 
bands of color. 

All three are pri-
marily nocturnal, 
fossorial (burrowers), 
and spend a good bit 
of their time hiding 
under forest debris or 
inside rotting stumps 
and logs. Two of the 
three are non-venom-
ous, while the third 
has a very potent ven-
om. However, to be 
envenomated by an 
Eastern coral snake 
(Micrurus fulvius), 
someone would prob-

ably be attempting to 
catch or kill the ani-
mal, getting their bare 
hands in close prox-
imity to the snake, 
while demonstrating 
bad intentions from 
the snake’s point of 
view. 

According to the 
American College of 
Emergency Physi-
cians toxicology infor-
mation, coral snakes 
account for only 0.3 
to 0.6% of snakebites 
annually in the United 
States. The first docu-
mented death from an 
Eastern coral snake 
bite in over 40 years 
happened in 2006 in 
Lee County, Florida. 

As reported in the 
journal Toxicon (Vol. 
43, Issue 6), a 38-year-
old male, drinking 
with some friends in 
a wooded area tried to 
cut and stab a coral 
snake with a broken 
beer bottle and was 
bitten at least once, 
possibly more times. 
He did not seek med-
ical help (Nuff said). 
I have only seen one 

coral snake in Wakul-
la County so far and it 
was in the St. Marks 
National Wildlife Ref-
uge. It had been run 
over and was dead on 
Purify Bay Road.

The other two local 
species with similar 
markings to the East-
ern coral snake are 
the scarlet kingsnake 
(Lampropeltis elap-
soides) and the scar-
let snake (Cemophora 
coccinea). All three 

of our tri-colored 
snakes will consume 
other snakes and liz-
ards and likely frogs 
but the scarlet snake 
feeds primarily on 
eggs of other reptiles. 

Now, for a discus-
sion regarding some 
key identification fea-
tures. Do not depend 
on the popular rhyme: 
“Red touch yellow, kill 
a fellow/Red touch 
black, friend to Jack,” 
because it is easy to 

mix this up and say 
it backwards – i.e. 
Red touch black, kill 
Jack/Red touch yel-
low, friend to fellow. 
If you have not yet 
learned the individual 
traits that separate all 
U.S. coral snake spe-
cies from the non-ven-
omous mimics, think 
about a traffic light. 
A yellow light means 
caution, next comes a 
red light which means 
STOP. When you see 

yellow bands next to 
red bands, it is a coral 
snake (in the U.S., but 
not necessarily true in 
other countries). 

The two mimics we 
have here will always 
have yellow bands 
bordered by black 
bands. 

Another key feature 
for the Eastern cor-
al snake is the black 
nose. Both of our 
mimics have red nos-
es. 

To separate the 
two mimics, scarlet 
kingsnake bands go 
all the way around 
the body but the scar-
let snake’s bands are 
broken by a white bel-
ly. Be sure to think 
about the traffic light 
before you try to turn 
one of these snakes 
over to check for a 
white belly though.

Erik Lovestrand is a 
UF/IFAS regional Sea 
Grant agent in Wakul-
la, Franklin and Gulf 
counties.

Three colorful snakes – which is which?
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WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 8:30 am. 

Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm
1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am

1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Live Streaming - Sundays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

onthly
“The little paper”

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile 
or PC using this QR code.

SUNDAY SERVICE…10:17a.m. 
LENTEN MID WEEK SERVICES… 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville

In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
FI

RS
T PENTECOSTAL

C
H

U
R

C
H OF CRAWFORD

V
IL

LE

SERVICES:
Sunday School  
10:30 am
Morning Worship 
11:30 am
Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7:30 pm

5 Crescent Way, 
Crawfordville, FL 

(850) 926-4889 https://www.fpccupci.org

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

“The little paper”

onthlyeighbor

SCAN ME 
for an 

electronic 
eddition 

of

AND

FIVE STAR
CUSTOMER RATING

Realtor

Senior Photos, Awards 
and more. 

Call (850) 962-8019
Advertising Deadline: May 3, 

Publication Date: May 16

Locally Owned 
& Operated 
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Wednesday, May 1

• Muffi  ns with Moms Prenatal 
Support Group meets at 9 
a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10 a.m. at 
the Wakulla County Health 
Department. Contact Liz 
Neighbors at 850-888-6078 or 
elizabeth.neighbors@fl health.
gov for more information.
• A line dance class is held at 
1 p.m. at the Wakulla Senior 
Center every Wednesday.
• Wakulla County Coalition 
for Youth meets at 12:30 p.m. 
at the health department.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.
•Gentle Yoga and Stetching 
Class, every Wednesday, 11 
a.m. Wakulla Community 
Center. Bring a mat. Come 
early to sign in. Chair Yoga 
participants welcome. $2 per 
class.

� ursday, May 2

• Wakulla High School Pres-
ents Anything Goes at 6:30 
p.m. at Wakulla High.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo 
Night will be held at 7 p.m. at 
475 Arran Road in Crawford-
ville, every Th ursday. Th ere 
are concessions and raffl  es.
• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla 
County meets at the TCC 
Wakulla Center at 8:30 a.m. 
every Th ursday.
• Yin Yoga at 9:30 a.m. and 6 

p.m. with Zoe every Th ursday. 
Classes are $12, at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.
• Th e fi ft h Windows 10 
training class will be held at 
the Wakulla County Public 
Library from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon.

Friday, May 3

• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 8 p.m. 
every Friday at 54 Ochlock-
onees St.
• Wakulla High School Pres-
ents Anything Goes at 6:30 
p.m. at Wakulla High.

Saturday, May 4

• Night of Joy, a Prom event 
for the special needs commu-
nity of Wakulla, will be held at 
Th e Lodge at Wakulla Springs 
from 5 to 8 p.m. 
• Wakulla High School Pres-
ents Anything Goes at 6:30 
p.m. at Wakulla High.
• A bike helmet fi tting and 
giveaway hosted by the 
Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners will 
be held at Hudson Park.
• Star Wars Day in the Library 
will be held at the Wakulla 

County Public Library will be 
held from 2 to 4 p.m.
• Kids Fishing Rodeo will be 
held in Woolley Park in Pana-
cea from 12 noon to 3 p.m.
• Classic Customs 3rd Annual 
Car Show will be held at 56 
Jer-Be-Lou Blvd. in Panacea 
starting at 10 a.m.
• A Community Shred event 
will be held at the Wakulla 
Community Center from 8 
a.m. to 12 noon.
• Th e Panacea Community 
Garden Farmer’s Market will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon in Panacea.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every Sat-
urday at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet at 
the Wakulla County Pub-
lic Library at 10 a.m. every 
Saturday.

Sunday, May 5

• CINCO DE MAYO (or, as 
it’s celebrated locally, “Sink-
hole de Mayo”)
• Wakulla High School Pres-
ents Anything Goes at 2:30 
p.m. at Wakulla High.

Monday, May 6 

• Th e Wakulla County Com-
mission meets at 5 p.m. in the 
commission chambers. 
• Th e Wakulla Respite Pro-
gram is available for anyone 
with memory impairment at 

no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Lake Ellen Baptist Church 
every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. ev-
ery Monday at the American 
Legion, 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Restorative yoga at 9:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m with Zoe, every 
Monday at New Posh, 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to  
newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.
•Gentle Yoga and Stetching 
Class, every Monday, 11 a.m. 
Wakulla Community Center. 
Bring a mat. Come early to 
sign in. Chair Yoga partici-
pants welcome. $2 per class.

Tuesday, May 7

• Sopchoppy community din-
ner is held every week at the 
Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. at the 
American Legion, 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Flow Yoga at 9:30 a.m. 
and 6 p.m with Nellie, every 
Tuesday at New Posh, 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to  
newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.

� ursday, May 9

• St. Marks City Commission 
meets at the St. Marks City 
Hall at 6 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla County Cancer 
Support Group meets in 

the Education Center of the 
Crawfordville United Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m. Th is 
group meeting is for men and 
women, regardless of the type 
of cancer. Spouses, caregivers, 
and friends are welcome. For 
more information, call 850-
926-6050.
• Th e fi rst “Get to know your 
iPhone” tech class will be held 
at the Wakulla County Public 
Library from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon.

Saturday, May 11

• Florida Wild Mammal Asso-
ciation is holding their Meet 
the Critters event in Hudson 
Park from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• Th e Sopchoppy Community 
Market will be held from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in Sopchoppy 
Depot Park

Sunday, May 12

• MOTHER’S DAY

Monday, May 13

• Th e Sopchoppy City Com-
mission meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
City Hall.
• Crawfordville Woman’s Club 
monthly meeting is the sec-
ond Monday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at 64 Ochlock-
onee St., in Crawfordville. 
Call (850)566-5727 for more 
information.
• Th e Wakulla County School 

Board meets in the school 
administration building at 
5:45 p.m.
• Th e American Legion 
Post 114 will be meeting at 
the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m.

Friday, May 17

• Wakulla High School 
Graduation at Wakulla High 
at 8 p.m.
• Artulla, a weekend art event 
benefi ting the Friends of 
Wakulla Springs, starts at the 
Lodge at Wakulla Springs. 
Further details and RSVP at 
thelodgeatwakullasprings.
com.

Monday, May 20

• Th e Wakulla County Com-
mission meets at 5 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.

Saturday, May 25

• St. Marks hosts a commu-
nity market every fourth 
Saturday of the month at 815 
Leon Port Drive from 9 a.m. 
until 1 p.m.
• Th e Sopchoppy Opry will 
perform at 7 p.m. at the old 
Sopchoppy High School au-
ditorium at 164 Yellow Jacket 
Avenue.

Monday, May 27

• MEMORIAL DAY.

Please 
Recycle angie brooke hope webb

LET OUR TEAM HELP YOU TODAY!

Whether it's buying or selling a primary home or your next
vacation home in Wakulla County and the surrounding areas,

our agents have got you covered! 

1-800-451-1605 

theamericandreamnorthfloridaamericandreamnorthflorida

www.theamericamdream.house

ANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

H O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

hope webbhope webbH O P E   W E B Bhope webb
Hope@theamericandream.house

a
A

On the Horizon

SpringS

SUN 10:15a.m.
WED 7:00 p.m.

Where Love 
Abounds 
& Church 

Becomes Family
850-556-0320
850-926-4065

2028 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.

god is real

Springsofhope.us

JeSuS 
iS King

� e calendar of events for May
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CLUES 
ACROSS
1. Dull and � at
6. Baking mea-
surement (abbr.)
9. Educa-
tion-based 
groups
13. Not behind
14. Runners run 
them
15. Japanese an-
kle sock
16. Grave
17. Japanese in-
dustrial city
18. People of 
southern Ghana
19. Particular 
designs
21. Device � tted 
to something
22. Infections
23. Pirates’ pre-
ferred alcohol
24. Expression 
of sympathy
25. Rock guitar-
ist’s tool
28. Neither
29. Ancient city 
of Egypt
31. You __ what 
you sow
33. Ruined
36. Narrations
38. Body art 
(slang)
39. Fencing 
sword
41. Apartment 
buildings
44. Type of mis-
sile
45. Fathers
46. Extremely 
high frequency
48. Type of 
school
49. Incorrect 
letters
51. Two-year-
old sheep

52. Nasty man-
ner
54. One who 
accepts a bet
56. Indian 
prince
60. Asian coun-
try
61. Rhythmic 
patterns in Indi-
an music
62. “Uncle 
Buck” actress 
Ho� mann
63. Detailed cri-
teria
64. Son of Shem
65. Talked wild-
ly
66. Discount
67. Not good
68. Growing out

CLUES DOWN
1. Actor Damon
2. A call used to 
greet someone
3. Part-time em-
ployee
4. Emaciation
5. “Westworld” 
actor Harris
6. Gains posses-
sion of
7. Relaxing 
spaces

8. 23rd star in a 
constellation
9. Northern 
grouse
10. Monetary 
unit of Bangla-
desh
11. Manila 
hemp
12. Unites mus-
cle to bone
14. Makes deep 
cuts in
17. 18-year pe-
riod between 
eclipses

20. Member of 
a people inhab-
iting southern 
Benin
21. Synthetic 
rubbers
23. Unwelcome 
rodent
25. Expression 
of creative skill
26. Some is red

27. Seems less in 
impressive
29. Harry Kane’s 
team
30. Gland secre-
tion
32. Action of 
feeling sorrow
34. Disallow
35. Deceptive 
movement
37. More dried-
up
40. Crimson

42. Actress Ryan
43. Adherents of 
a main branch 
of Islam
47. Accom-
plished Ameri-
can president
49. Side of a 
landform facing 
an advancing 
glacier
50. Sheep breed
52. Appetizer

53. Broadway 
actress Daisy
55. In� uential 
� lm critic
56. NY Giants 
ownership fam-
ily
57. Type of 
script
58. Assist
59. London park
61. Bar bill
65. In reply in-
dicator

SOLUTIONS 

CROSSWORD ___________

850-745-8137

Locally owned 
& Operated 

by Cothee 
Tomaini

OPEN: Tuesday – Saturday 11:a.m – 6p.m.

Jewelry 
Local Artwork
Gift Baskets 

Potted Plants
Pottery
Soaps

Candles
Clothing & 

Purses
Furniture & Home Décor, Man cave items 

Antiques, Vintage, Up-cycled Decore

5 Shadeville Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Local
Eclectic

Gift 
Shop Re-Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.
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Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

LAUNCHED IN 2000
Every day, the State Wild�lower 

license tag touches thousands of 
residents and visitors through 

environmental education on 
social media and the Florida Wild�lower Foundation website. It 
funds university students performing valuable research, makes 

possible grants for public places, and much, much more.
When you purchase and renew the State Wild�lower license 

tag, an annual $15 specialty tag fee is collected and given to the 
Florida Wild�lower Foundation to fund work for wild�lowers 

and wildlife throughout the state.

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

A Free Press Your 
Key To Freedom

10% OFF
BEST PRICE in TOWN

FLAT RATE TO 
TALLAHASSEE

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

When I took office 
in 2017, I aimed to 
make one of the 
focal points of my 
administration our 
wonderful commu-
nity and ways that 
the Wakulla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
can improve it. 

As part of that 
goal the Wakul-
la County Sheriff’s 
Office tries to be as 
active a communi-
ty partner as pos-

sible to Wakulla’s 
many civic, stu-
dent, and charity 
groups throughout 
the year. 

One of the main 
needs of these 
groups is finan-
cial support, which 
WCSO can provide 
with the proceeds 
from our charity 
golf tournament. 

I’d like to take 
some time this 
month to talk 
about the annu-
al Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office Golf 
Tournament and 
the programs that 
this event is used 
to support.

WCSO’s chari-
ty golf tournament 
has been an annual 
occurrence for over 
15 years. 

This year’s event 
will be held on 
June 28th 2024 
and will be held at 
the Southwood Golf 
Club. 

(Next year we 
are looking for-
ward to being able 
to hold the tour-
nament once again 
in Wakulla County 
at the county golf 
course, Wakulla 
Sands.) 

We are one of the 
few tournaments 
around that offer 
two flights of prizes 
for players, so even 
if you are not in the 
top three finish-
ers your team still 
could walk away 
with some amazing 
prizes. 

Aside from a great 
day of golf and the 

opportunity to win 
awesome prizes, we 
also offer a variety 
of raffles the day 
of the tournament 
as well that players 
can participate in. 

However, it 
should be men-
tioned that the 
amount of fun and 
entertainment that 
players have on the 
day of the tourna-
ment pales in com-
parison with the 
amount of good the 
Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office is 
able to do with the 
proceeds raised be-
cause of it. 

The money raised 
from our golf tour-
nament is used to 
help fund events 
like Project Grad-
uation for Wakulla 

County’s graduat-
ing seniors and the 
annual Christmas 
in the Park celebra-
tion. 

Anytime we get 
a request to spon-
sor a youth sports 
team, send a kid to 
summer camp, or 
assist with great or-
ganizations such as 
the Senior Center or 
Special Olympics, 
all of those funds 
come from the pro-
ceeds from this golf 
tournament. 

In doing so we are 
able to support and 
give back to Wakul-
la County and not 
use general funds 
or taxpayer money 
for community out-
reach. 

If you as an indi-
vidual or as a local 

business would like 
to help support our 
charity golf tourna-
ment and help sup-
port WCSO in our 
effort to support our 
community please 
reach out to Capt. 
Jeff Yarbrough at 
jyarbrough@wcso.
org for more infor-
mation. 

As always, if 
there is anything 
I or anyone in my 
administration can 
do to help or assist 
you please don’t 
hesitate to call 850-
745-7100, or call 
911 for emergen-
cies. 

Jared Miller is 
sheriff of Wakulla 
County.

Sheriff’s office is holding a golf tournament in June

2020 2021 2022 2023 Change from 
2020 to 2023

Parcel Count 25,327 25,548 25,841 26,281 +954
Homesteads Totals 8,972 9,297 9,596 9,970 +998
AG Classifi cations 2,726 2,531 2,240 2,303 -423
TPP Accounts 778 774 788 1259 +481
Deeds Processed 3,036 4,087 3,463 3,072 +
Avg selling price of a 
new 1,700 sf home

$253,100 $265,900
+5% From 2020

$317,000
+16% from 2021

$339,700
+7% from 2022

$86,600
+34% from 2020

2023 Annual Report
Wakulla County continues to grow! 

Greetings from your Wakulla County Property Appraiser team.

- According to the Building Department, in 2023 we added 455 new site-built homes.
- A homestead exemption � led for a home bought in 2020 saves you $950 in 2024

If you think you may be eligible for a homestead or any other exemption, please call us. 
We are here to serve you!

Honest and Impartial Assessment!

ED BRIMNER
CERTIFIED GENERAL APPRAISER, RZ3797

ED BRIMNER
CERTIFIED GENERAL APPRAISER, RZ3797

850-926-0500



Page 12 – SUN MONTHLY NEIGHBOR, May, 2024 

The St. Marks River towns
Chapter Five

The town of Port 
Leon at the mouth of 
the St. Marks River, 
on the east bank of the 
stream and the termi-
nus of the St. Marks 
Railroad, had a life of 
less than 12 years. 

In 1843 it was com-
pletely destroyed by 
hurricane. An account 
taken from the Port 
Leon Gazette of Sep-
tember 15, 1843, is 
given below:

Our city is in ruins. 
We have been visited 
by one of the most hor-
rible storms that has 
ever before devolved 
us to chronicle. On 
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 13, about 11 a.m., 
the wind commenced 
blowing fresh from 
the southwest, bring-
ing up a high tide but 
nothing alarming. At 
5 p.m. the wind lulled 
and the tide fell, the 
weather still continu-
ing lowering. At 11 at 
night the wind fresh-
ened and the tide com-
menced flowing and 
by 12 o’clock it blew a 
perfect hurricane, and 
the whole town was in-
undated. The gale con-
tinued with redoubled 
violence until 2 o’clock, 
the water making a 
perfect breach ten feet 
deep over our town. The 
wind suddenly lulled 
for a few minutes, then 
came from the south 
with redoubled vio-
lence and blew till day-
light. Every warehouse 
in the town was laid 
flat with the ground ex-
cept one, Mssrs. Ham-
lin and Snell’s, and 
part of that also fell. 
Nearly every dwelling 
was thrown from its 
foundation and many 
of them crushed to at-
oms. The loss of prop-
erty is immense. Every 
inhabitant participated 
in the loss more of less. 
None have escaped, 
many with only the 
clothes they stand in. 
St. Mark’s suffered in 
like proportion to our-
selves, but our losses 
are nothing compared 
with those at the light-
house. Every building 
but the lighthouse is 
gone, and dreadful re-
late, fourteen lives were 
lost. Some of them 
were our most valued 
citizens. We cannot at-
tempt to estimate the 
loss of each individual 
at this time but shall 
reserve it until our feel-
ings will better enable 

us to investigate it. 
Below we give a list of 
those drowned, as far 
as heard from.

At Port Leon: A crazy 
negro boy belonging to 
Tallahassee.

At the lighthouse: 
Capt. M. C. Robert-
son, his wife and three 
children and a child of 
Dr. Tradewell’s; Mr. J. 
Wood, a portrait paint-
er from Tallahassee. A 
child of R. V. Buffin’s 
and five negroes.

Those saved at the 
lighthouse: Capt. 
Hungerford, his wife 
and two children, Dr. 
Tradewell’s youngest 
child, Mssrs. Oglesbee, 
Blethen and Kennedy, 
pilots and five negroes.

Our citizens are out 
now looking for any 
that may have escaped, 
and to bring the bod-
ies of those that may 
be found. Such a total 
destruction of property 
has never occurred in 
our place. Our loss is 
estimated at $250,000. 

In addition to the 
above, we have learned 
that the family of Mr. 
Edward Walker, living 
on Shell Point, his wife, 
children, and five or six 
negroes, all perished. 
Mr. Walker himself es-
caped by clinging to 
the branches of a tree 
till the waters subsid-
ed.

As the reader will 
note, the Commercial 
Gazette estimated the 
loss of property from 
the Port Leon hurri-
cane at a quarter of 
a million dollars. The 
Apalachicola Commer-
cial Advertiser of Sept. 
30, 1843, said of the 

disaster: “We are sor-
ry to learn that the 
first accounts of the 
disaster of those plac-
es (Port Leon and St. 
Marks) are more than 
realized. Recent infor-
mation from Port Leon 
says that all the hous-
es except three were 
destroyed. It is general-
ly thought by those in-
terested that it will not 
be rebuilt. St. Marks 
did not suffer so much. 
Some of the buildings 
were swept away and 
all the wharves de-
molished. The amount 
of property destroyed 
is large, yet we think 
it is overestimated by 
some, who have placed 
it as high as $250,00 or 
$300,000. We should 
think that a much less 
amount would fully 
cover the loss.”

The Gazette arti-
cles sees to substanti-
ate statements herein 
made that Port Leon’s 
population never ex-

ceeded 200. Complete 
destruction of near-
ly all dwellings and 
practically all busi-
ness houses including 
stocks of goods, in a 
town of say, 1,000 peo-
ple, would have run 
nearer a million dollars 
than to merely one-
fourth that amount. 
Remember the Apala-
chicola newspaper 
thought the loss much 
less than a quarter of a 
million.

But whatever Port 
Leon may have lacked 
in size, it certainly had 
one firm which did not 
lack in courage and 
aggressiveness. This 
firm, Hamlin and Snell, 
only five days after the 
hurricane, sent an ad-
vertisement too the 
Florida Sentinel of Tal-
lahassee, in which it 
was stated that it had 
repaired its Magnolia 
warehouse and was 
prepared to receive cot-
ton either at Magnolia 

or Rock Haven, at the 
choice of the owner, for 
the purpose of placing 
it on vessels at once for 
shipment. The notice 
said:

STORAGE AT 
MAGNOLIA AND 
ROCK HAVEN

The recent calam-
ity having destroyed 
our wharf and ware-
houses at Port Leon, 
we have repaired our 
warehouses at Magno-
lia for the reception of 
merchandise, and are 
putting up temporary 
shed for cotton. We are 
now prepared to re-
ceive cotton and mer-
chandise, taking from 
the vessel with boats 
and delivering either at 
Magnolia or Rock Hav-
en, at the option of the 
owner, receiving cotton 
at either place, and de-
livering it on shipboard 
at once for shipment. 
Our charges will be as 

moderate as possible 
having reference to the 
labor and expense be-
stowed.

We solicit patronage 
– the recent calamity 
being to us ruinous. 
We hope our friends 
will indulge us, lend a 
helping hand, and only 
appreciate our attempt 
to serve them.

Hamlin and Snell, 
Port Leon

September 18, 1843

The trader of Port 
Leon bounced back in 
a hurry, but the town 
did not. It was never 
rebuilt. Within a week 
after the disastrous 
winds a meeting of the 
town’s leading citizens 
met to discuss what to 
do with their future.

At that meeting a 
committee was formed 
to choose a site and 
acquire the necessary 
land and take sub-
scriptions for the en-
terprise. Those on the 
committee were Peter 
H. Swain, James Or-
mond, Nathaniel Ham-
lin, W. H. Ware, Wil-
liam H. Brodie, N. W. 
Walker, Abijah Hall, 
Amos M. Alexander, 
William H. Walker, 
George G. Holt, and F. 
B. Whiting.

The Tallahassee 
Railroad Company was 
invited to extend its 
road to whatever lo-
cation the committee 
should select. 

Five days later the 
committee reported to 
a meeting held in the 
Port Leon City Hotel 
that it had selected a 
place two miles below 

By Elizabeth F. Smith, published in the Magnolia Monthly in 1964

� e old government dock at Port Leon.

Turn to Page 14

On the Hunt
for a new home?

We’ll get the job done 
and we’re not lion

Buy, Sell, Rent
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

Help wanted
nOw HIRInG!

Cashiers, Deli Cooks & Servers. 
Positions starting at $14. Hr.

ROCKY’S – MEDART (850) 926-4353

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

ONE HEALING HAND
Lorie Simmons NP

3295 Crawfordville Hwy. Suite 2 
(The Log Cabin) Crawfordville FL 

850-745-8886
I am now 

open for busIness.
I am an INTERNAL MEDICINE  
Nurse Practitioner, Primary 

Care Provider
Specializing in: chronic care 
problems such as but not 
limited to Diabetes, HTN, 

Hyperlipidemia, COPD, 
Asthma, PVD, CHF,

CAD, and Stroke (CVA).
I also see Acute illness as well.
Including DOT PE and Captain 

license.
I have over 30 years expe-
rience as a nurse and have 

been an NP for 19 years with 
14 years experience in IM.

I AM EAGER TO SERVE YOUR 
MEDICAL NEEDS

4-15, 4-25, 5-2 May Mont-
thly

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

leatHeR RepaIR / ReFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

A Free 
Press 
Your 

Key To 
Freedom

CRUM’S HOMe detaIl
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

SeRVICeS

Harvey & SonS enterpriSeS

850–661–4194

Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

22 YearS experience

• Fill Sand & Topsoil
• Rock • Road Base

• Debris Removal 
• Land Clearing

• Driveways
• Culverts 

Ponds 

CAC#1822950

- Free Estimates
- Maintenance Plans
- Quality Pricing

- SameDay Service
- All Makes and Models
- Excellent Service

Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!

850-510-0140

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

49 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES
TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL

• STORM DAMAGE 
• TREE PRESERVATION

Michael Mongeon
ISA Certi� ed  Arborist, FL-6125A

ISA Tree Risk Assessment Quali� ed

850-421-8104
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The St. Marks River towns
From Page 12

 
Magnolia as the most eligible site, enumer-

ation its advantages as follows: “This situa-
tion (with one exception) is probably the only 
place free from inundation, with the advantage 
of high land on either bank. It is a pine ridge 
gently rising from the water with little or no 
swampy margin and of sufficient extent for the 
purpose.

“It has the appearance of a healthy situation 
from the fact of there being no cause of disease 
near, such as swamps and ponds. Its facilities 
for commerce are equal to any other point. The 
same draught of water that comes to Port Leon 
and St. Marks can go there. And the fact of its 
being a mile or two further up the river can be 
no object when the safety, for which we are 
looking, is taken into consideration. It is the 
most central and convenient to every section 
of the country, and lastly, that most important 
item which none below can acquire, is the con-
fidence of the planters and others doing busi-
ness with us, of its entire safety from the sea.

“Another point,” continued the report, “has 
been suggested to your committee, as one 
which would probably answer the purpose 
and be more convenient. This point is now 
and will probably be the future termination of 
the Tallahassee Railroad. However desirable it 
might be to cooperate with that company, this 
committee would not for a moment entertain 
a comparison between the two places. They 
know it to be above all action by the sea, a 
pleasant and dry situation for the residence of 
our families, the other as much exposed, the 
ground damper and not so pleasant a location 
as the one we were driven from.”

It is apparent that the former Magnolias 
would never settle at St. Marks.

There may have been another reason, one 
not given by the committee, for the choice of a 
site. It was immediately adjoining land already 
owned by the Hamlins, who were probably the 
most influential people in Port Leon and who 
had been the leaders in Magnolia. A location 
so close would be certain to increase the value 
of the lands they owned, in case the new set-
tlement became a city or even a great trading 
point, and there were probably none who did 
not expect it to be both. 

Whatever their motive, these Floridians 
were men of action. The National Intelligencer, 
Washington, D.C., carried in its October 14, 
1843, issue the following item:

“A new town. The former inhabitants of Port 
Leon, in Florida (one of the towns which was 
almost destroyed by a hurricane on the 13th of 
September) have selected a new site for a town 
two or three miles higher up the St. Marks Riv-
er, which is to be called Newport. It is now be-
ing laid off in lots and seven warehouses will 
soon be completed for the reception of goods.”

The Wakulla County Historical Society 
Museum is in the Old Jail at 24 High Drive 
in Crawfordville. We are open to the pub-
lic on Thursdays and Fridays, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. Visit us online at WakullaHis-
tory.org. The museum houses a complete, 
indexed collection of the Magnolia Monthly 
magazines for review in our reading room, 
and several partial sets available for pur-
chase.

A Subscription to...

$35 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019

You can support The Wakulla Sun with a tax-de-
ductible donation to help us cover the stories that 
matter to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citizens informed, 
hold officials accountable and cover the most im-
portant topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our newsroom to 
better serve you and all our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our community
• More local content on the environment and 

local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your help, we 

can keep the presses running through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your contri-

bution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is a 501(c)3 
tax-exempt organization with its principal place of 
business in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is registered to 
solicit charitable contributions in Florida. Finan-
cial and other information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and activities can 
be obtained by visiting https://floridapressfounda-
tion.org or by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, Tallahassee 
FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or check. If by 
check, payment must be made to the Florida Press 
Foundation and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation at 336 East 
College Avenue, Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301

YOU CAN ALSO SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN 
THROUGH THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION

You can now subscribe to The Sun online!
To receive our Weekly Newspaper

please visit www.thewakullasun.com and
click on the subscribe today button or

scan the QR code Here.
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Family owned & operatedFamily owned & operatedFamily owned & operatedFamily owned & operated
Family owned & operated

Tuesday -Saturday 11-9 • Sun 12-8 • Monday - closed

(850) 745-8676
2000 Crawfordville Highway Suite D - Across from Wal Mart 

FRESH DOUGH MADE DAILY IN HOUSE
Homemade Sauces • Premium Fresh Toppings

Rich Flavors • Generous Portions

Family operated

Little  Napoli  Café

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advice Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

SOMETHINGS
There is Something about a good attitude, it’s conta-

gious and courageous!
It’s aroma fills the room

Somethings we must remove, “the old man” from our 
dead life before,

Somethings new we must put on “ the new man”
Ephesians four and twenty-four

Somethings need to be put to death! 
The risk of sin, and future regrets,

The whole lump comes, from just a little leaven, Gala-
tians five and nine; and

Ephesians four and twenty-seven

Everyday is an opportunity, A gift from God
To do some good,  to shine God’s light

To take Somethings wrong, and make Somethings right
To let Somethings go, and Somethings to fight

Somethings to draw near, Somethings to push far
To lower expectations, or to push the bar!

Finding time for those in need, is picking weeds and 
planting seeds

Tomorrow may be to late, should you run after, or should 
you wait?

Is it better to be early, or just a little late.
Will tomorrow come? Truly only God can know,
Seek His kingdom first, and let His wisdom flow

The Author of all things
Holds the Somethings, the broken things

The bruised reed He will not break ( Isaiah 42:3)
Behold The Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot 

save (Isaiah 59:1) Tony Duncan
-All Glory Given to Jesus 

By BRIAN ENGLISH

Artificial intelli-
gence (AI) tools are 
already invading 
every aspect of our 
lives. Debates are 
ongoing about how 
it will infiltrate in-
dividual industries. 
Governments are 
working to under-
stand AI and deter-
mine how to regu-
late something that 
affects much more 
than the digital 
space. Its potential 
uses are being re-
alized everywhere, 
from musicians 
turning 50-year-old 
demo recordings 
into fully realized 
hit singles to firms 
analyzing data to 
increase produc-
tivity, maximize 
security, and even 
develop new medi-
cines. The potential 
for AI is a fast-mov-
ing beast, with new 

tools emerging so 
quickly that they 
sometimes make 
existing ones ob-
solete just months 
after they become 
available.

It has certainly 
made many people 
nervous. An online 
educator surveyed 
800 executives 
about their futures 
with AI. Almost half 
of the respondents 
believed that many 
of the job skills vital 
to the employees of 
various industries, 
including C-suite 
executives, may be 
irrelevant in just 
two years.1,2

This is some 
scary talk, to be 
certain. However, it 
is important to note 
that such change 
is inevitable. Just 
as the telephone 
put the telegraph 
out to pasture and 
the commercializa-
tion of the Internet 
changed how every 
company does busi-
ness, AI will change 
things. However, 
not all aspects of 
the change will be 
bad or negative.

For those in the 
workforce, AI rep-

resents this gener-
ation’s pivot point. 
Just as prior gen-
erations got used 
to offices centered 
around emails and 
messaging tools, 
so will this genera-
tion of workers get 
used to the many AI 
tools that will help 
them work better 
and more efficient-
ly. Jobs at all levels 
will change to in-
corporate emerging 
innovations. Exec-
utives will have ac-
cess to resources 
that simplify their 
tasks and expand 
their abilities.

AI promises to 
help make a mas-
sive leap forward 
in terms of what 
people can accom-
plish, and its tools 
can help people do 
tasks more pre-
cisely and at pre-
viously impossible 
speeds. This sort 
of innovation al-
ways has growing 
pains. However, 
in the long run, it 
represents incredi-
ble potential for the 
economy to grow 
in new directions, 
uplifting the in-
dustries that every 

company changes 
and opening ave-
nues that never ex-
isted before.

Although AI chal-
lenges the econo-
my, investors have 
faced this challenge 
during every inno-
vative period. As 
your trained finan-
cial professional, 
I will consider big 
and small chang-
es, and I look for-
ward to hearing any 
questions you may 
have about the fu-
ture of AI.

1. Forbes.com, 
October 14, 2023

2. edX AI Survey, 
2023

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 
926-7487. 

Securities offered 
through Securities 
America, Inc., mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC and 
advisory services 
offered through Se-
curities America Ad-
visors, Inc., Brian C. 
English, Represen-
tative. English Fi-
nancial Group and 
Securities America 
are unaffiliated.

How will the economy 
react to AI? Greetings Wakulla citizens! 

Thank you for your time! 
This week I have noticed 
people that crossed paths 
with me. Some I know, oth-
ers I do not. The ones I know 
shared pretty heavy stuff with 
me. The ones I do not know, 
it was the way they looked 
that got my attention.  
The premise of this column 

is “Intercessery Prayer.” It 
is not by “chance” the peo-
ple that cross paths with us. 
If I, myself, are able along 
with willing to see beyond 
my own nose, I will see what 
God is showing me. You 
see, as I encountered these 
people, my “flesh” had an 
opinion of their actions (the 
ones I know and shared with 
me) and my “flesh” had an 
opinion of how they looked 
(the ones I did not know). 
You see, if I would have 
allowed my “flesh” this lib-
erty, I would be in disobe-
dience because I would be 
judging these people! Like 
I never did this?! Holy Spir-
it immediately checked me 
and convicted my heart! I 
continually have to hold my 
thoughts captive and KICK 
THEM OUT! “2 Corinthi-
ans 10: 5 We are destroying 
arguments and all arro-
gance raised against the 
knowledge of God, and we 
are taking every thought 
captive to the obedience of 
Christ,”.  In this way God is 
able to use me and YOU to 
glorify His Kingdom and 
bring people to Christ.  
Prayer is and should be our 

first action to help people 
instead of being critical and 
judgmental. 1 Timothy 2:1-
6 First of all, then, I urge 
that requests, prayers, in-
tercession, and thanksgiv-
ing be made in behalf of 
all people, 2 for kings and 
all who are in [a]author-
ity, so that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in 
all godliness and [b]digni-
ty. 3 This is good and ac-
ceptable in the sight of God 
our Savior, 4 who wants all 
people to be saved and to 
come to the [c]knowledge of 
the truth. 5 For there is one 
God, and one mediator also 
between God and man-
kind, the man Christ Je-
sus, 6 who gave Himself as a 
ransom for all, the testimo-
ny [d]given at [e]the proper 
time. To intercede for peo-
ple simply means to plead 
on another’s behalf, to act 
as mediator in a dispute, to 
pass between; to intervene. 

This is what Jesus does for 
us, Believers, every single 
day He wills us! Romans 
8: 34 who is the one who 
condemns? Christ Jesus is 
He who died, but rather, 
was [a]raised, who is at the 
right hand of God, who 
also intercedes for us.  

Let us remember what 
Scripture says concerning the 
lost, Luke 10:2 And He was say-
ing to them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore beseech 
the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into His 
harvest. Let us pray together 
Luke 10:2 over the lost, that 
God sends the right people 
across their paths and that 
they have eyes to see and 
ears to hear Gods direction 
for their lives. 

We hope this message 
blesses you!, 
Deb Quimby-Quackenbush 
tobe7encouraged@gmail.

com 
 If you do not know Jesus 

and want to, say this out 
loud... Romans 10: 13 for 
“Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”  “Jesus, I am 
a sinner I know, I repent 
and turn away from all 
that I did as a sinner, I re-
nounce their hold on me. 
I believe in faith God sent 
You to become my sin, on 
the Cross, to cleanse me 
from them and now make 
me new. I believe You died 
and rose on the 3rd day so 
that I may live and become 
Your Righteousness. I now 
give you my life and live for 
You! By God’s Grace I am 
now Born Again. WOOO-
HHHOOOO!! Welcome to 
the family! Your life just got 
EXCITING!!! The next step 
is to be water baptized (1 
Peter 3:21, 1 Corinthians 
6:11) so that our old self 
will be buried. It is import-
ant now to get involved in 
a Spirit filled full Gospel 
church and dive in and learn 
all about who you now are 
becoming. Congratulations 
my friend!
Visit my youtube 

channel by scaning 
the QR code below.

Please Like and Subscribe!

tobe7encouraged faith column
Seeing beyond my nose... 

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints
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Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC and advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Brian C. English, Representative, 
English Financial Group and Securities America are unaffi liated.

(850) 926-7487 www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com

139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

Your Hometown Financial Advisors

Home of The Free 
Because of The Brave

MAY  WORKSHOP
What Baby Boomers Need To Know 
About Medicare
Savvy Medicare Planning for Boomers Workshop

Presenters/Financial Advisors:
BRIAN ENGLISH and JORDAN LEE

Baby Boomers are asking:
• What does Medicare cover?

• How do the four parts of Medicare 
work together?

• When do I have to enroll in Medicare?
• How does Medicare work with the 
 insurance I’ve already got?
• What can I expect to pay for 
 my healthcare down the line?

•  What Medicare is, who is eligible for it,  
and how you get it? 

• Who needs to enroll in Medicare and when? 

• The two ways to have Medicare— and how 
to choose? 

• What Medicare costs, and how to mitigate 
those costs through private insurance? 

• How to start planning for future healthcare 
costs?

Don’t miss this valuable workshop designed especially for baby boomers. Seating is l imited. 

Call today to reserve a spot for you and your friends.

Attend if you are: • Age 60 and over. • Concerned about 
retirement health care expenses. • Recently retired, or 
planning to retire soon. • You want to understand how to 
begin making important Medicare decisions.

In this presentation, 
you’ll  learn:

Tuesday, 
MAY 28

6PM – 7PM
RSVP by Friday, May 23

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

It All Starts With A Conversationn
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