
By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

David Conn is the first Commu-
nity Outreach Coordinator at the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The position was created when 

Sheriff Jared Miller entered a part-
nership with Northwest Florida 
Health in an effort to better help 
those in the community who are 
dealing with substance abuse or 
mental health issues. 
“There was no set position here 

where you could call and just talk 
to someone and they would try to 
work with you,” Conn says. “Some-
one would always try to help you 
but there was no one that that was 
what they did.”
Currently, 11 counties in Florida 

have Community Outreach Coordi-
nators, all of which are the first in 
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David Conn

David Conn at the sheri� ’s o�  ce.

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa
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He is community outreach at the sheri� ’s o�  ce, working with those who need help
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Solar energy is an alternative solution to 
energy independence and cost reduction for 
home and business owners. By investing in 

solar energy, you can reduce your dependence 
on the energy company to provide your 

electricity, as well as add value to your home.

Jay
 (850) 445-8643 • (844) 206-2806
 jay@ckrsolar.com

www.ckrsolar.com
CGC1511520
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Honest and Impartial Assessments 
Paid by Ed Brimner, Republican, for Wakulla County Property Appraiser 

 
 
TO MY FELLOW CITIZENS IN 
Wakulla County 
 
THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE. For the past 3½ 
years, it’s been my honor to serve as your Wakulla County Property 
Appraiser. I’ve transformed the culture of this office to obey the law, 
upgraded our internal operating systems, and changed processes to save 
you money. We accomplished this while improving customer service and 
treating every citizen as a respected guest.  

I strive to help each property owner claim every available tax exemption 
to keep their taxes as low as legally possible. Your property taxes support 
public education, law enforcement, fire safety, street maintenance, parks 
and recreation, and more. We study property sales and appraise your 
property accordingly. Determining a fair and equitable value of every 
property is the only role of this office in the taxing process. 

If there is anything I can do to help you, your family, or your business, 
please reach out. I work for you, each citizen of Wakulla County, and am 
privileged to have the responsibility to assist you any way I can. 

I am humbly asking for your vote on Aug 20th. 

       
Ed Brimner, CFA 
State-Certified General Real Estate Appraiser, RZ3797 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser 

Ed 
Brimner 

KEMPKEMP

TRUSTTRUSTTRUST
PROTECT OUR TAX DOLLARSPROTECT OUR TAX DOLLARSPROTECT OUR TAX DOLLARS
 

MikeMike

WAKULLA COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 3

R E - E L E C T  T H E  O N E  Y O U  C A NR E - E L E C T  T H E  O N E  Y O U  C A NR E - E L E C T  T H E  O N E  Y O U  C A NR E - E L E C T  T H E  O N E  Y O U  C A NR E - E L E C T  T H E  O N E  Y O U  C A N

Political Advertisement Paid For and Approved By  Mike Kemp, Republican  
for Wakulla County Commission, District 3
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PROTECT WAKULLAPROTECT WAKULLAPROTECT WAKULLA

Vote republican 
Aug 10-17th
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Locally Owned and Operated – 2510 Crawfordville Hwy. Crawfordville
Remodeling Services – Wakulla & Tallahassee to St. George Island

www.CabsandCounters.com

DREAM IT & WE                         WILL DESIGN IT

850-745-6053 
Mon. - Fri. 9am to 4pm with appointments available to better serve.

We like to work with you and discover what kitchen or Bath layout & features
Best   fi t YOUR life style & budget

Our children! Our Schools! Our Future!

VOTE

Paid for and approved by June Davis, for Wakulla County School Board, District 2

June Davis

June Davis

Wakulla County School Board District #2

• Dedicated to Wakulla County

• Committed to supporting 
our children, our parents, 
our teachers and staff.

• Friendly. Compassionate. 
Devoted.
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

• Sales
• Rentals
• Storage Unit 

Rentals     
8x10 - $66.65 
10x12 $98.90 (850)926-5084

www.WakullaRealty.com 
10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville • PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

Lic. Real Estate Broker and Associates

Karen Williams 
(850) 567-8279

Sonya Hall 
(850) 528-0857

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Extension Director

As summer draws 
to a close, parents and 
children alike feel the 
anticipation of a new 
school year. 

While the back-to-
school season often 
brings excitement, it 
can also induce anxiety 
and stress for children 
transitioning from the 
carefree days of sum-
mer to the structured 
environment of a class-
room. Preparing kids 
mentally for this transi-
tion is crucial to ensure 
they start the year with 
confidence and enthu-
siasm. 

Here are some strat-
egies that parents can 
employ to help their 
children get ready for 
the new academic year.

One of the most ef-
fective ways to prepare 
children mentally is by 
gradually re-establish-
ing school routines. 
During summer, chil-

dren often have more 
flexible schedules, so 
it is important to slow-
ly reintroduce regular 
bedtimes and wake-
up times. This adjust-
ment helps regulate 
their internal clocks 
and reduces the shock 
of early mornings once 
school begins. 

In the days leading 
up to school, parents 
can also encourage 
reading or education-
al activities at specif-
ic times to simulate a 
school day schedule.

Engaging children in 
discussions about the 
upcoming school year 
can alleviate anxiety 
and set a positive tone. 
Parents should talk 
with their kids about 
what they are look-
ing forward to and any 
concerns they might 
have. Discussing goals 
for the year can also 
be motivating, whether 
they involve academic 
achievements, making 
new friends, or partic-
ipating in extracurric-
ular activities. Helping 
children set realistic 
and attainable goals 
gives them a sense of 
purpose and direction.

It is natural for 
children to feel anx-
ious about returning 
to school, especially if 
they are transitioning to 

a new grade, school, or 
environment. Parents 
can help by validating 
these feelings and re-
assuring their children 
that it is normal to be 
nervous. Encourag-
ing open conversations 
about worries and pro-
viding support can help 
reduce anxiety. 

Practicing relax-
ation techniques, such 
as deep breathing or 
mindfulness exercises, 
can also be beneficial 
in managing stress.

A supportive home 
environment plays a 
crucial role in a child’s 
academic success. Par-
ents can create a ded-
icated homework space 
that is free from dis-
tractions and equipped 
with necessary sup-
plies. Establishing a 
routine for homework 
and study time can 
help children focus 
and develop good study 
habits. 

Additionally, cele-
brating achievements, 
no matter how small, 
can boost a child’s con-
fidence and reinforce a 
love for learning.

Social interactions 
are a vital part of 
school life, and build-
ing strong friendships 
can enhance a child’s 
school experience. Par-
ents can arrange play-

dates or social gather-
ings with classmates 
before school starts to 
help their children re-
connect with friends or 
make new ones.

Encouraging par-
ticipation in group ac-
tivities or team sports 
can also improve social 
skills and foster a sense 
of belonging.

For children who 
are particularly anx-
ious about starting at a 
new school, visiting the 
school before the first 
day can be incredibly 
helpful. Familiarizing 
them with the school’s 
layout, meeting teach-
ers, and locating class-
rooms and other im-
portant areas can make 
the environment feel 
less intimidating.

Preparing kids men-
tally for the school year 
involves more than just 
buying new supplies 
and clothes. 

With the right sup-
port and preparation, 
the transition back to 
school can be a positive 
and rewarding experi-
ence for children and 
parents alike. 

For more information 
about a smooth back-
to-school transition, 
please call Samantha 
Kennedy at 850-926-
3931.

Preparing kids mentally for the 
new school year

Starting a new school year can be stressful for kids. Help them have a smoother start to the year by re-establishing 
routines and creating a supportive environment.

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 

GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

 ADOBE STOCK PHOTO
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angie brookeANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

hope webbH O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

je�alynn marksJESSALYNN MARKS
REALTOR®

850.510.5377
Jessalynn@theamericandream.house

Whether it’s buying or selling a primary home or your next
vacation home in Wakulla County and the surrounding areas,

our agents have got you covered!

www.theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthfl orida    theamericandreamnorthfl orida
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LET OUR TEAM HELP YOU TODAY! 1-800-451-1605

ALL PRO
FENCE & DECK

850-408-7709
Commercial, Residential, Decks, Gates & More
Locally Owned & Operated • 30 years experience • Licensed & Insured

Joey 
Olah

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

In today’s world 
now more than ever, 
effective communi-
cation with the pub-
lic is key for law en-
forcement agencies. 
As Sheriff, my depu-
ties and I could not 
do our jobs effective-
ly without the great 
partnership we have 
developed with the 
citizens and organi-
zations of Wakulla 
County. 

As Sheriff, my goal 
as always been to be 
as open and easy to 
communicate with 
as possible. With 
this in mind, and to 
keep up with an ev-
er-evolving commu-
nication landscape, 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office re-
cently released the 
WCSO mobile app. 

One of the issues 
we had in mind 
while developing 
our app was hurri-
canes. This month I 
would like to talk to 
you about the WCSO 
mobile app and how 
it can be utilized to 
help citizens with 
preparing for and 
responding to hurri-
canes.

The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice mobile app pro-
vides quite a few fea-
tures that are useful 
for storm response. 
An entire section of 
the app is dedicat-
ed to information 
for citizens to help 
plan and prepare an 
emergency plan. 

Included in this 
section is informa-
tion on what to do 
with your pets, in-
formation on as-
sisting with family 
members who may 
have special needs, 
and what to include 
in a disaster pre-
paredness kit. This 
is all useful infor-
mation that anyone 
who lives in our part 
of the country needs 
to be aware of, as 
hurricanes and ma-
jor storms are a fact 
of life here. 

There is also a 
button on our app 
which will allow us-

ers to report damage 
in the aftermath of 
any storm or disas-
ter. This potentially 
will help aid any re-
porting citizen with 
receiving state and 
federal recovery as-
sistance. 

Perhaps the most 
unique and useful 
portion of our app 
with regards to hur-
ricanes and natu-
ral disasters is our 
ability to put out 
up-to-date and real 
time information to 
citizens. There are 
features on the app 
which will show us-
ers the location of all 
active storm shelters 
in our area, with a 
map. Additionally, 
the WCSO mobile 
app has evacuation 
route information 
that can be updat-
ed in real time to 
show any potential 
road closures due 
to storms/disasters. 
We also have the 
ability through our 
app to send what 
are known as “push 
notifications.” Us-
ing this feature the 
sheriff’s office can 
send out informa-
tion directly to those 
citizens who have 
downloaded our 
app. Outside of hur-
ricanes this feature 
is most often utilized 
to notify users of 
road closures due to 
traffic crashes. How-
ever, push notifica-
tions have a great 
many more uses 
during and after a 
storm. Anyone who 
has lived through 
a storm in the past 
knows that you may 
be without power 

for a prolonged pe-
riod, and often you 
may be without TV 
or internet as well, 
both of which are 
many people’s pri-
mary means of ob-
taining information. 
Utilizing push no-
tifications and oth-
er features on the 
WCSO mobile app 
as long as you have 
cell phone services 
you can receive up 
to date information. 
This would include 
the status of the 
storm, any potential 
road closures or ma-
jor damage issues, 
food/water distribu-
tion locations, and 
so on. 

I encourage each 
of you to download 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office mo-
bile app. It is free, 
and I know you’ll 
love everything it 
has to offer. I am 
certainly excited to 
be able to offer this 
to our citizens, and I 
know that it will be 
a great resource for 
those who take the 
time to download it. 

As always, my 
door is always open, 
please do not hes-
itate to call me or 
anyone at my office, 
can do anything for 
you. Call 850-745-
7100, or 911 for 
emergencies. 

Your Sheriff,
Jared F. Miller

Jared Miller is 
sheriff of Wakulla 
County.

Mobile app has useful info
SPARKMAN
ELECT

FOR WAKULLA COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER

He is: 
• Knowledgeable
• Honest
• Dedicated to the 

People of Wakulla 
County

• 47 Years Experience
• Certifi ed Florida Appraiser   

(Mass Appraisal)
• 21 Years Experience in the   

Property Appraiser’s Offi ce
• 10 Years as Property Appraiser
• Veteran of Vietnam War

Experienced, Qual� ied & Dedic� ed

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Donnie Sparkman, Republican, 
for Wakulla County Property Appraiser 
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(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm •  Sat. 8am - 4pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.us

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/31/24

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Offered

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF$5 OFF

A/C 
Service

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifl ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 850-926-6111 • 850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

By GREG GAST
 

Words are very im-
portant. We forget 
sometimes how beau-
tiful and dangerous 
words can be. 
Words are import-

ant because we need 
them to communicate 
both ideals but emo-
tions as well. Your 
words can change 
somebody’s life. 
Whether we say them 
or write them, we can 
never forget the power 
that our words hold. 
Don’t use them 

frivolously or half-
cocked. Your words 
resonate and you 
need to know that. 
Be loving with your 

words. Be kind and 
generous. Be real and 

be strong. 
Someone out there 

needs to hear your 
words. Do you re-
member the I love you 
or the goodbyes? Do 
you remember feeling 
small or big because 
of something some-
one said to you? 
Words are powerful 

that is why it is im-
portant to consider 
how positive and neg-
ative words will affect 
others and ourselves 
before we use them.
To truly under-

stand how powerful 
words are, we must 
acknowledge what 
we are saying to our-
selves. 
What do we say 

to ourselves all day 
long? Do you walk by 
a mirror and insult 
yourself? 
When you forget 

something, do you 
degrade yourself for 
that mistake? 
Words matter, and 

we need to under-
stand what they are. 
Are you critical of oth-
ers in your thoughts, 

or are you more criti-
cal of yourself? 
When we are kind 

to ourselves and to 
others, it becomes the 
path to happiness. 
Here is a list of 

words to consider as 
you travel on the road 
of life: Openness, sim-
plicity, humor, com-
passion, creativity, 
courage, gratitude, 
fun, authenticity, and 
most of all love.  
In actuality, the 

hard part is doing 
and using them daily 
to live a real genuine 
life. 
Yes, we need to talk 

about things, partic-
ularly with important 
people in our lives. 

But we shouldn’t do 
this when we are up-
set, angry, or hurt, 
especially if we are on 
any substances, like 
alcohol.
We cannot control 

what others say or 
do to us, but we can 
learn to respond in 
loving ways. 
Remember “To err 

is human but to for-
give is divine.”
Let me know what 

you think…..

Greg Gast is Real 
Life Counseling, 3295 
Crawfordville Hwy., 
suite #4, Crawford-
ville FL 32327.

Words in real life

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

Payment must be made to the Florida Press 
Foundation, write in the check memo line that  
you want the donation to go to The Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation at 336 East 

College Avenue, Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301

2004 - 2009 Decorated 
U.S. Army Infantryman and 
Noncommissioned Of� cer
2 years of active combat experience
Led over 500 successful missions

2001 - 2004, 2009 - 2016 Wakulla County School District
Has worked as a substitute, paraprofessional, teacher, 
dean, assistant principal, and principal 
Worked in Elementary, Middle, and High school levels

2016 - 2020 Executive Director of Just Read, 
Florida! Of� ce (JRF!)
Lead Reading for the State of Florida
Florida’s national ranking rose from 9th to 4th in Grade 
4 and from 36th to 20th in Grade 8

2020 - 2022 Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum 
and Instruction for the School District of Indian 
River County
Increased overall statewide ranking for district grade by 
9 positions, and increased statewide ranking in many 
content areas

Present Director of Instructional Data District 
Threat Management Coordinator and Safe School 
Specialist

RICK MYHRE

Paid political advertisement by Richard Myhre. Republican 
candidate for Wakulla County Superintendent of Schools.

ê 

ê 

ê 

ê 

ê 

SUPERINTENDENT 
OF WAKULLA SCHOOLS

for

RICKMYHRE.COM



SUN MONTHLY NEIGHBOR, August, 2024 – Page 7

From Front Page

their respective coun-
ties to hold that po-
sition.

Conn’s main goal is 
to work with people 
who come into the jail 
and try to find out if 
anything can be done 
to help them, most 
often in regards to 
substance abuse and 
mental health. 

Within 24 hours of 
being arrested, every-
one has the right to 
see a judge in what’s 
known as a first ap-
pearance, which is 
done at 8:30 every 
morning over Zoom. 
Conn attends the 
hearings and reviews 
the inmates’ infor-
mation and about 
what charges they 
were brought in for 
to learn a bit more 
about them. 

Once inmates are 
ready to work towards 
recovery, Conn helps 
puts them in contact 
with other services 
that can range from a 
scheduled phone call 
once or twice a week 
to a live-in facility, so 
that they have all the 
resources they need 
to make a permanent 
recovery.

“There’s a lot of 
resources the com-
munity doesn’t know 
about,” Conn says. “I 
certainly had no idea 
there were so many 
– and a lot of them, 
depending on your 
financial situation, 
are free.”

Conn is not a police 
officer or someone 
who’s been sworn-in 
under oath, which 
he bel ieves helps 
when he’s speaking 
to people, particu-
larly those with sub-
stance abuse issues. 
Sometimes, those 
he’s trying to help are 
distrustful or afraid 
of law enforcement, 
so by not being an 
officer he can better 
connect with and as-
sist those who are in 
need.

“I couldn’t arrest 
you any more than 
you could arrest me,” 
Conn says.

He’s also available 
to speak with the 
families of those who 
have been arrested or 
incarcerated, to pro-
vide them support or 
answer any questions 
they might have.

Conn isn’t solely 
focused on helping 
those who are already 
incarcerated, howev-
er. He also speaks to 
members of the com-
munity who reach 
out for help, to put 
them in contact with 

different groups that 
can get them the help 
they need. 

Partially, this in-
volves contact ing 
people who weren’t  
arrested but had law 
enforcement called 
on them because of 
the issues they were 
experiencing. Conn’s 
goal is to get them 
relevant information 
so they can get the 
assistance they need.

He also partici-
pates in different ini-

tiatives around the 
community. One ma-
jor area of concern is 
combatting the drug 
crisis, which has in-
volved groups like the 
sheriff’s office, the 
Health Department, 
and Board of County 
Commissioners. 

These efforts in-
clude giveaways of 
Narcan, an emergen-
cy overdose treat-
ment, to try and re-
duce the number of 
life-threatening over-
doses in and around 
the county. 

David Conn

Knowledge and Experience for all of 
your Real Estate needs!

Need advice about selling or buying? 
Just call or text – no obligation! Lionel (850) 284-6961 

lionel7769@gmail.com

Lionel Dazevedo

UNITED STATES SENATOR
(Vote for One)

Stanley Campbell DEM
Rod Joseph DEM
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell DEM
Brian Rush DEM

STATE SENATOR, DISTRICT 3
(Vote for One)

Kimblin NeSmith DEM
Daryl Parks DEM

SHERIFF
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Jared Miller REP
Armand “Army” Reyes REP

PROPERTY APPRAISER
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Ed Brimner REP
Donnie Sparkman REP

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Rick Myhre REP
Matt Payne REP
Ricky Strickland REP

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
DISTRICT 3

UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST
(Vote for One)

Mike Kemp REP
Valerie Russell REP

SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 2
(Vote for One)

June Davis 
Angie Nichols 

SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 4
(Vote for One)

Josh Brown 
Camden Smit

OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT

Check My
Status

WHAT IS A UNIVERSAL 
PRIMARY CONTEST?

When candidates for an office are all 
affiliated with one party, and they 
face no opposition in the General 
Election, the winner of that office will 
be determined in the Primary.  This 
allows all qualified voters, regardless of 
party affiliation, to vote. This is known 
as a “Universal Primary Contest.”

Visit us online to make sure you are 
ELECTION READY!
www.WakullaVotes.gov

CORRECT

INCORRECT

Completely fill in the oval for your vote to count using blue or black ink. 

Please do not use a check mark, mark the oval with an “x” or circle the oval.  

How to Fill Out Your Ballot

¡MODELO DE BOLETA EN ESPAÑOL DISPONIBLE!

REPUBLICAN PARTY
For Voters Registered with the

Republican Party (REP)

UNITED STATES SENATOR
(Vote for One)

John S. Columbus  REP
Keith Gross REP
Rick Scott REP

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS, 
DISTRICT 2
(Vote for One)

Neal Dunn REP
Rhonda Woodward REP

SHERIFF
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Jared Miller REP
Armand “Army” Reyes REP

PROPERTY APPRAISER
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Ed Brimner REP
Donnie Sparkman REP

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Rick Myhre REP
Matt Payne REP
Ricky Strickland REP

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
DISTRICT 3

UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST
(Vote for One)

Mike Kemp REP
Valerie Russell REP

SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 2
(Vote for One)

June Davis 
Angie Nichols 

SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 4
(Vote for One)

Josh Brown 
Camden Smit

NONPARTISAN 
For Voters NOT Registered with either the

Republican or Democratic Party

SHERIFF
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Jared Miller REP
Armand “Army” Reyes REP

PROPERTY APPRAISER
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Ed Brimner REP
Donnie Sparkman REP

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST

(Vote for One)
Rick Myhre REP
Matt Payne REP
Ricky Strickland REP

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
DISTRICT 3

UNIVERSAL PRIMARY CONTEST
(Vote for One)

Mike Kemp REP
Valerie Russell REP

SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 2
(Vote for One)

June Davis 
Angie Nichols 

SCHOOL BOARD, DISTRICT 4
(Vote for One)

Josh Brown 
Camden Smit

DEMOCRATIC PARTY
For Voters Registered with the

Democratic Party (DEM)

SAMPLE BALLOT
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WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 8:30 am. 

Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm
1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am

1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Live Streaming - Sundays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

onthly
“The little paper”

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile 
or PC using this QR code.

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
FI

RS
T PENTECOSTAL

C
H

U
R

C
H OF CRAWFORD

V
IL

LE

SERVICES:
Sunday School  
10:30 am
Morning Worship 
11:30 am
Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7:30 pm

5 Crescent Way, 
Crawfordville, FL 

(850) 926-4889 https://www.fpccupci.org

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

SpringS

SUN 10:15a.m.
WED 7:00 p.m.

Where Love 
Abounds 
& Church 

Becomes Family
850-556-0320
850-926-4065

2028 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.

god is real

Springsofhope.us

JeSuS 
iS King

Your Name Your Address

Do Not Do Not 

Pay
NOT A BILL

• If you have a concern with the to-
tal tax amount as seen in Column 
3, but you are satisfi ed with the 
market value set for your property, 
please contact the taxing Authori-
ties on the back of the TRIM No-
tice. At this time, tax rates cannot 
be raised but can be lowered.

• If you have a concern with your 
market value, please contact the 
Property Appraiser’s Off ice. We 
can make changes, but time is 
of the essence. Market Value is 
based on mass appraisal practic-
es using market information and 
sales data. This value is estab-
lished each year.

• Verify you have claimed all avail-
able exemptions.

What is it?
Why is it important? TRIM

Truth In Millage THIS IS A NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAXES.

Ed Brimner CFA

Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser

850-926-0500

TM

DON’T LET YOUR FUTURE 
GO UP IN SMOKE.

One study showed that over 30% of drug users won’t graduate. 
To counter, we have provided tens of thousands of education packages to schools 
and reached over 13 million students with the Truth About Drugs. These students 
now have the information to make the right decision, including staying in school.

DrugFreeWorld.org
Let’s better the world.

© 2024 Foundation for a Drug-Free World. All Rights Reserved. The Foundation for a Drug-Free World Logo is a trademark owned by the Foundation for a Drug-Free World 
and is used with its permission. #S001419

23-08-4DC-a-SMP-en_US-DFW PSA Print Ads_Spreads.indd   3-4 1/3/24   10:30 PM
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� ursday, August 1
• Th e VFW Auxiliary 
Bingo Night will be held at 
7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road 
in Crawfordville, every 
Th ursday. Th ere are con-
cessions and raffl  es.
• Th e Rotary Club of 
Wakulla County meets at 
the TSC Wakulla Center at 
8:30 a.m. on Th ursdays.
• Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with 
Nellie every Th ursday. 
Classes are $12, at New 
Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Th ursday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Friday, August 2
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 8 
p.m. every Friday at 54 
Ochlockonees St.

Saturday, August 3
• A FRESH Backpack 
Giveaway will be held at 
the Wakulla Community 
Center from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m.
• Th e Panacea Community 
Garden Farmer’s Market 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon in Panacea.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Saturday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Monday, August 5
• Th e Wakulla County 
Commission meets at 5 
p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• Th e Wakulla Respite 
Program is available for 
anyone with memory im-
pairment at no cost from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake 
Ellen Baptist Church every 
Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m. every Monday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga 101 with Nellie at 
6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New 
Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.

Tuesday, August 6
• Sopchoppy community 
dinner is held every week 

at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. at 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga Flow with Nellie 
at 6 p.m. Classes are $12, 
packages available at New 
Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, August 7
• Muffi  ns with Moms Pre-
natal Support Group meets 
at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10 
a.m. at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Health Department. 
Contact Liz Neighbors at 
850-888-6078 or elizabeth.
neighbors@fl health.gov for 
more information.
• A line dance class is held 
at 1 p.m. at the Wakul-
la Senior Center every 
Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday at 
54 Ochlockonee St.
•Gentle Yoga and Stetching 
Class, every Wednesday, 11 
a.m. Wakulla Community 

Center. Bring a mat. Come 
early to sign in. Chair Yoga 
participants welcome. $2 
per class.

� ursday, August 8
• St. Marks City Commis-
sion meets at the St. Marks 
City Hall at 6 p.m.

Saturday, August 10
• Early voting for the 
primary election starts 
at 8 a.m. and continues 
through Aug. 17.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet 
at the Wakulla County 
Public Library at 10 a.m. 
every  second Saturday of 
the month.
• Th e Sopchoppy Commu-
nity Market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Sopchoppy Depot Park.

Monday, August 12 
• First day of school for 
students of Wakulla Public 
Schools.
• Th e Wakulla County 
Planning Commission will 
hold a public meeting at 6 
p.m. in the county com-

mission chambers.
• Th e Sopchoppy City 
Commission meets at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall.
• Crawfordville Woman’s 
Club monthly meeting 
is the second Monday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at 64 Ochlockonee St., 
in Crawfordville. Call 
(850)566-5727 for more 
information.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church 
at 9:30 a.m every second 
Monday of the month.

� ursday, August 15
• Th e Wakulla County 
Cancer Support Group 
meets in the Education 
Center of the Crawford-
ville United Methodist 
Church at 7 p.m. Th is 
group meeting is for men 
and women, regardless of 
the type of cancer. Spouses, 
caregivers, and friends are 
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 850-926-6050.

Friday, August 16
• War Eagle football has a 

preseason game at Madi-
son at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 17
• NoFlo PoFolk III, a 
music festival, will be held 
from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 
the Palaver Tree Th eater.
• Early voting for the 
primary election ends at 6 
p.m.

Monday, August 19
• Th e Wakulla County 
Commission meets at 5 
p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• Th e Wakulla County 
School Board meets in 
the school administration 
building at 5:45 p.m.
• Th e American Legion 
Post 114 will be meeting 
at the Wakulla County 
Public Library at 6:30 p.m 
every third Monday of the 
month.

Tuesday, August 20
•  Election Day – precincts 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m.

Friday, August 23
• War Eagle football season 
kicks off  with a home 
opener against Port St. Joe 
at J.D. Jones Stadium at 7 
p.m.

Saturday, August 24
• St. Marks hosts a com-
munity market every 
fourth Saturday of the 
month at 815 Leon Port 
Drive from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m.

Tuesday, August 27
• Th e Wakulla County 
Code Enforcement Board 
will meet at 5:30 p.m. in 
the County Commission 
Chambers.

Friday, August 30
• War Eagle football travels 
to Taylor County for a 
rivalry game that kicks off  
at 7:30  p.m. 

Saturday, August 31
• Th e Sopchoppy Opry 
will perform at 7 p.m. at 
the old Sopchoppy High 
School auditorium at 164 
Yellow Jacket Avenue.

On the Horizon
� e calendar of events for August
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CLUES ACROSS
1. A way to pick 
up
5. Presents
10. Type of guitar
14. Actor Idris
15. A citizen of 
Iran
16. Creative
17. Harness
18. Weight unit
19. You better call 
him
20. Utterly devot-
ed
22. Male cat
23. Spiritual lead-
er of a Jewish 
congregation
24. Risk-taker
27. A team’s best 
pitcher
30. Cool!
31. Women’s __ 
movement
32. Georgia rock-
ers
35. Step-shaped 
recess
37. The princess 
could detect its 
presence
38. Type of truck
39. Butterhead 

lettuces
40. Angry people 
see it
41. Lines where 
two fabrics are 
sewn together
42. Soviet city
43. Carpet
44. Traveled all 
over
45. Thin, straight 
bar
46. Body art 
(slang)
47. Congressman 
(abbr.)
48. No seats avail-
able
49. Breaks apart
52. Arabic name
55. Ballplayer’s 
tool
56. Type of sword
60. Baseball team
61. Upper bract of 
grass floret
63. Italian Seaport
64. Ancient Syrian 
city
65. Shoelace tube
66. The Miami 
mascot is one
67. South Ameri-
can nation

68. Popular video 
game “Max __”
69. Body part

CLUES DOWN
1. German courte-
sy title
2. Ancient Greek 
City
3. Ancient Hebrew 
calendar month
4. Long-legged 
frog family
5. Photo
6. Delivered a 
speech
7. Lute in classical 

Indian music
8. Decorated
9. Take a seat
10. Belonging to a 
bottom layer
11. Member of a 
Semitic people
12. Part of a ticket
13. Defunct Guin-
ean money
21. Challenges
23. Popular BBQ 
food
25. Subway dwell-
er
26. By way of
27. Shady garden 
alcove
28. Egyptian city

29. Partner to 
“flowed”
32. Widens
33. Old Eurasian 
wheat
34. Act incorrectly
36. European 
pipeline
37. Al Bundy’s 
wife
38. Ocean
40. Root eaten as a 
vegetable
41. Sound units
43. Style of music
44. A way to 
drench
46. Hot beverage

47. A cotton fabric 
with a satiny fin-
ish
49. Rumanian city
50. Urge to action
51. Vaccine devel-
oper
52. Canadian law 
enforcers
53. Wings
54. “Perry Mason” 
actor Raymond
57. Small fry
58. __ Clapton, 
musician
59. Take a chance
61. Bland food
62. Consumed

Crossword_ ___________

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

MAGNOLIA CLEANING
&

    LAUNDRY SERVICES, LLC
     LICENSED & INSURED

AMANDA STRICKLAND
(448) 666-3881

CALL/TEXT TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Coastal 28

   Athletics

Coastal 28

   Athletics

Open Mon. – Fri. 3-8 
Sat. 2-6

850-745-8289

Mention this ad get 
10% OFF

117 Shadeville Rd., 
Crawfordville FL 32327

• Indoor Batting Cages 
• Private Lessons 
• Special Events 
• Team Rentals 
• Parties • Space Rentals

Billy Haynie
Owner/Operator

Licensed & Insured (850) 363-6941
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Look at those monthly memberships

By BRIAN ENGLISH

In the last few years, 
we’ve become accus-
tomed to many conve-
nient services, many 
offered via subscrip-
tions. Now, in the old 
days, if you had a few 
magazines or news-
papers stacked up, 
you might not pay to 
continue your service. 
Today’s subscriptions 
typically offer autopay, 
which is convenient 
and quickly forgotten 

for many.
C&R Research re-

ports that the average 
American spends $219 
per month on sub-
scriptions for things 
like streaming ser-
vices, news websites, 
and even regular de-
liveries of our most of-
ten-used goods, such 
as beans or pet food.1

There is also in-
creasing evidence that 
these subscriptions 
are getting out of hand 
for some households. 
Many find themselves 
with an unclear idea 
of how much they are 
spending on their ser-
vices, in many cases 
underestimating the 
amounts by upwards 
of $100 per month.2

Some have even for-
gotten they were sub-
scribed to a service. As 
many as 42 percent of 

households have some 
ongoing autopayment 
happening for a ser-
vice they are no longer 
using.2

As we all know, 
these fees can add up 
quickly and become 
an unnecessary drain. 
Some of them are for 
things like stream-
ing services; you sub-
scribe to see the big 
new movie or series 
and keep it going even 
though you’re done 
with the show.

Others are less 
straightforward. For 
example, you may 
have signed up for 
premium rideshare or 
restaurant and gro-
cery delivery services 
that are no longer nec-
essary or may not mer-
it the extra expense.

While you might 
be able to track these 

extra expenses with a 
quick review of your 
checking account 
and credit card state-
ments, there are also 
a number of apps that 
can help you review 
these payments and 
even help you cancel 
them all at once.

One of the nice 
things about subscrip-
tion culture is that 
turning them off can 
be easy and doesn’t 
need to be goodbye 

forever. 
Unsurprisingly, the 

services make it fairly 
easy to turn your sub-
scriptions on and off, 
as needed, so there’s 
no reason not to take 
advantage.

1. cbsnews.com, 
December 26, 2023

2. cnbc.com, Sep-
tember 6, 2022

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 926-
7487. 

Securities and in-
vestment advisory ser-
vices offered through 
Osaic Wealth, Inc. 
member FINRA/SIPC. 
Osaic Wealth is sep-
arately owned and 
other entities and/
or marketing names, 
products or services 
referenced here are 
independent of Osaic 
Wealth. Osaic Wealth 
does not provide tax or 
legal advice.

Thank you to our 
Christmas in July 

Sponsors!

AIR CON

ofWakulla, LLC

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

WAKULLA TITLE CO. INC.
P.O. Box 1022, Crawfordville, Florida 32326-1022 • (850) 926-3934 • FAX (850) 926-1852

- Lamar Advertising - SunBlest Gardens - Capital City Bank - Gulf Winds Credit Union - Barn’s Spirits - HUB Wakulla Of� ce  
- FlaBizCo Enterprises -Capital City Home Loans - Hydra Engineering - Sue & John Anderson - Shannon & Randy Merritt 

- Petra & John Shuff - Jared F. Miller, Sheriff - Al Pasini, MPA, CAE - Kiersten Smith, State Farm Insurance

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM DIVISION CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN STATE. DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSE, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION STATE

Please donate 
using the QR code 
here.

- Rick Myhre for Superintendent 
Paid political advertisement by Richard Myhre. 

Republican candidate for Wakulla County Superin-
tendent of Schools.

- Mike Kemp for                   
County Commissioner 

Political Advertisement Paid For and 
Approved By Mike Kemp, Republican, for 

Wakulla County Commission, District 3

Wakulla County

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

TREES ARE COOL
FLORIDA LICENSE PLATE 

IS NOW AVAILABLE
Proceeds generated by sales 

of the Trees Are Cool plate go to helping preserve our 
natural resources – our trees and parks. By purchasing a 

TreesAreCool specialty license plate for your vehicle, you 
help underwrite educational programs that directly bene�it 

the trees of Florida. And you help our state, the uniquely 
beautiful place we call home. Healthy trees bene�it wildlife, 

increase property values and reduce greenhouse-producing 
gases by cooling and cleaning the air. 

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

TM

TEACH A KID THE  
TRUTH ABOUT DRUGS  

AND WE DON’T JUST HAVE  
A SMARTER KID. 

WE HAVE A BRIGHTER FUTURE.
Let’s get to our children before  

the drug dealers do.

Let’s tell them about the incredible low 
after the fleeting high. 

Let’s make sure their birthday candles 
have higher numbers.

DrugFreeWorld.org
Let’s better the world.

© 2024 Foundation for a Drug-Free World. All Rights Reserved. The Foundation for a Drug-Free World Logo is a trademark owned by the Foundation for a Drug-Free World 
and is used with its permission. #S001419

23-08-4DC-a-SMP-en_US-DFW PSA Print Ads_Spreads.indd   1-2 1/3/24   10:30 PM
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Life and death of Magnolia
The town of Magnolia 

on the St. Marks River 
in Middle Florida was 
founded July 4, 1827, 
by four brothers from 
Augusta, Maine named 
John, George, Nathan-
iel, and Weld Hamlin. 
This quartet of Yankees 
had come down to New 
Orleans by sailing vessel 
with their father, The-
ophilus Hamlin, a hotel 
and tavern keeper, in 
1816, looking for land 
to subdivide and sell in 
lots along the Mississippi 
River. They remained in 
the South when their fa-
ther returned to Augusta 
to operate the Kennebec 
Tavern.

The brothers went to 
Liberty County, Missis-
sippi, and lived there for 
a decade, but came to 
Tallahassee shortly after 
it was proposed as the 
capital of the new Terri-
tory of Florida in 1824. 
They remained for sever-
al years and finally pur-
chased a townsite near a 
sulphur springs about 13 
miles north of the river’s 
mouth. Two dirt roads 
were hacked through the 
pine forests to Magnolia, 
one from Tallahassee and 
one from Lake Miccosu-
kee by way of Chaires.

To protect the towns-
people from the Seminole 
Indians at a tense period 
in Indian and white rela-
tions, a stockade of ver-
tically set logs was erect-
ed around Magnolia. In 
1829 Gov. William Duval 
visited the town on a trip 
down to the fort near St. 
Marks and commended 
the Hamlins for their en-
terprise. The same year 
a third road was built to 
Magnolia from Monticel-
lo in Jefferson County 
by way of Waccissa by 
James Scott, and the first 
bridge ever to be built 
across the St. Marks was 
composed of rough-hewn 
timbers about a half mile 
above the town. This 
road continued westward 
to Wakulla Springs, Fish-
er’s Mill and Ft. Braden.

In 1829 also, the 
youngest of the brothers, 
Weld Hamlin, died and 
was buried in the town 
cemetery. His is the old-
est recorded tombstone 
in Wakulla County. The 
brothers advertised their 
town lots for sale in Tal-
lahassee, Pensacola, and 
Augusta newspapers and 
in the fall of that year a 
shipload of prominent 
citizens from Augusta 
came to see the town. 
Many of them owned 
mills along the Kennebec 
River in Maine and want-
ed to have a dependable 
source of cotton for their 
spinning machines as 
well as a market for their 
manufactured products.

One of this band of 
men was Joseph Ladd, 
husband of Mary Jane 

Hamlin and brother-in-
law of the remaining trio. 
Joseph Ladd had owned 
a fulling mill on the Ken-
nebec River and a farm, 
and he sold his proper-
ty to finance his trip as 
well as to take care of his 
wife and 10 children he 
had left in Augusta. Sev-
eral of the men besides 
Joseph bought lots and 
stayed in Magnolia, but 
most of them sailed back 
to Maine, a distance of 
2,000 miles around the 
Florida peninsula and 
past the treacherous 
shoals of Cape Hatteras 
in North Carolina.

There was a week-
ly newspaper published 
throughout 1829 in Mag-
nolia by Augustus Steele, 
known as THE MAGNO-
LIA ADVERTISER. Since 
it was begun late in 1828 
and ceased publishing 
early in 1830 it lasted 
only shortly over a year. 
Most of its information 
was gleaned from other 
newspapers which came 
by sailing vessel into 
Apalachee Bay. Its col-
umns mentioned ships 
in port and those prepar-
ing to leave.

There were about a 
dozen other merchants 
in Magnolia, nearly all 
of them buying, pressing 
and forwarding cotton to 
northern mills. Besides 
the Hamlins, the largest 
merchant was Benja-
min Byrd of Miccosukee. 
Byrd later became Flori-
da’s first Treasurer when 
it achieved statehood in 
1845. Robert Larkins 
and L.W. Burnet each 
ran a dry goods store, 
and E. Kline had a drug-
store. John W. Argyle, 
Edward Seixas, William 
Haskins, William Bur-
gess, David Burley, and 
Augustus Steele were 
cotton commission mer-
chants. Some of these 
men also had ownership 

or part ownership in the 
ships that came up the 
river.

Despite the claims 
that ships drawing 11 
feet of water could reach 
Magnolia, sea captains 
soon discovered that the 
ads for Magnolia had ex-
aggerated its accessibili-
ty. An obstruction in the 
river not far above the 
fort of St. Marks prevent-
ed any but the smallest 
vessels from reaching 
Magnolia, and that only 
at high tide. The ob-
struction was known as 
the Devil’s Elbow. Con-
sequently, many of the 
ships anchored at a deep 
spot in the bay known 
as the Spanish Hole and 
lightered their cargoes up 
the river in shallow draft 
flatboats. Meanwhile the 
newspaper reminded 
people that they were not 
allowed to cut trees into 
the water south of Mag-
nolia, and they were re-
quested not to dump the 
entrails of slaughtered 
livestock into the main 
street of the community.

The leading citizens 
of Magnolia were prom-
inent in politics, back-
ing Joseph White for the 
U.S. House and exco-
riating Territorial Gov. 
Richard K. Call, an en-
emy of Joseph White. 
They also wrote many 
letters to Washington, 
for a customs port, for 
dredging of the river by 
the Army engineers, for 
help against the Indians, 
and for a lighthouse. The 
lighthouse was built in 
1830–31 and soared to 
70 feet, located on the 
open bay near the Span-
ish Hole and about three 
miles from the juncture 
of the St. Marks and 
Wakulla rivers where the 
old Spanish fort was lo-
cated. Although sailors 
claimed that its kerosene 
lamps were too dim to 

be seen far out at sea, it 
was a better indication of 
the channel into the St. 
Marks River than blind 
chance.

At the same time 
Magnolia also became a 
customs port, but many 
captains coming up to 
the town complained 
that the customs man 
was seldom there. Fur-
thermore, St. Marks was 
attempting to provide 
competition to Magno-
lia. When Magnolia was 
first founded, St. Marks 
was only a collection 
of rude houses thrown 
up around the fort, but 
when it realized Magno-
lia was getting most of 
the cotton export trade, 
it moved two miles up 
from the fort to another 
site and laid out streets 
and sold lots for a town. 
It advertised in the Tal-
lahassee paper that its 
advantages included be-
ing nearer to open water 
while Magnolia claimed 
its upriver position was 
safer from storms.

Meanwhile Magnolia 
acquired a hotel built 
and operated by Thom-
as Cunningham, who of-
fered a bar serving “the 
choicest wines and li-
quors,” and John Hamlin 
built a saw and grist mill. 
David McBride built a 
sawmill on the east bank 
of the river and some logs 
from his mill were seen in 
the river bottom for many 
years afterward.

To accommodate the 
business in Magnolia, 
a Merchants and Plant-
ers Bank of Magnolia 
was chartered in 1832 
by the Legislative Coun-
cil in Tallahassee with 
an authorized capital 
of $200,000. The bank 
failed in less than two 
years but money print-
ed by the bank turned 
up in faraway places for 
135 years, worth more 

to collectors than it ever 
was to its bearers at the 
time. When the Central 
Bank of Florida tried to 
sue the Magnolia Bank 
for $10,000 in 1834, the 
marshal could not find a 
respondent.

In 1833 Joseph Ladd’s 
wife and five of his chil-
dren came to Magnolia 
from Maine. Among them 
was his 16-year-old son, 
Daniel, who went to work 
in the cotton factorage 
business for his uncles 
where he acquired a 
knowledge of trade that 
was to make him in 20 
years the richest man on 
the St. Marks River and 
one of the richest in Mid-
dle Florida.

By this time Magnolia 
had about 40 houses, 
a post office, a Mason-
ic Hall, and 300 peo-
ple. Articles about the 
cotton port appeared in 
New York and Philadel-
phia newspapers, all of 
them encouraging peo-
ple to migrate to this 
southern lotus land and 
become rich. Seldom 
was anything ever men-
tioned about storms or 
”the fevers” which peo-
ple thought came from 
the damp odor emanat-
ing from swamps. Postal 
receipts began slowly to 
fall off and the Hamlins 
were in debt for $10,000 
because of their too rapid 
expansion of warehouses 
and credit. In 1835 came 
the biggest shock of all. 
The United States Su-
preme Court denied that 
the federal government 
ever owned the land be-
tween the St. Marks 
and Apalachicola rivers 
known as the Forbes Pur-
chase. This piece of land 
had been granted by the 
Seminole Indians to the 
Panton, Leslie Trading 
Company and its succes-
sor, the John Forbes and 
Company during Flor-

ida’s British period be-
tween 1763-83 for pay-
ment of debts owed them 
before the United States 
acquired the territory 
during the second Span-
ish period, 1783-1821. 
The Spanish Governor of 
West Florida confirmed 
the grants. Colin Mitch-
ell, a Havana merchant 
claiming U.S. citizenship, 
acquired title to the grant 
and Congress enacted a 
law in 1828 providing for 
judicial settlement of all 
unsettled lands claims 
resulting from the 1821 
acquisition of the terri-
tory. 

Little did the Ham-
lin brothers of Maine 
know what was in store 
for them when they 
ventured southward in 
search of trade. The Su-
perior Court of Middle 
Florida invalidated the 
claim in 1830 and Mitch-
ell appealed the case to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In March 1835, the 
high court reversed the 
lower court decision 
and Mitchell gained ti-
tle to 1,200,000 acres of 
land including the en-
tire towns of Magnolia 
and Apalachicola. The 
company was involved 
in court for a genera-
tion and people were still 
clearing land titles in the 
late 1850s.

That same year a 
Scot in Tallahassee by 
the name of Alexander 
Campbell informed some 
New York creditors of the 
Hamlin family that the 
brothers were in trouble 
and the sheriff of Leon 
County rode down the 
dirt road to Magnolia 
and closed their places 
of business. Infuriated 
at this turn of affairs the 
brothers plotted revenge 
against Campbell and 
tried to figure some way 

A manuscript found  in the Wakulla Historical Society archives, attributed to Elizabeth F. Smith

Continued on Page 15
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

TREE REMOVAL & 
STUMP GRINDING

20Years 
Experience

Certified 
Arborist

FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

SERVICES

SERVICES

Harvey & SonS enterpriSeS

850–661–4194

Land 
Clearing

Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

22 YearS experienCe

• Fill Sand & Topsoil
• Rock • Road Base

• Debris Removal 
• Driveways

• Culverts 
• Ponds 

CAC#1822950

- Free Estimates
- Maintenance Plans
- Quality Pricing

- SameDay Service
- All Makes and Models
- Excellent Service

Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!

850-510-0140

AAA AAA

Critter Ridder
24/7

Dead or Alive Animal Removal
24 Hour Emergency Service

Shay Roberts
(850) 321-4178 (850) 528-1404

Licensed and Insured
Check us ou on facebook!

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

49 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

www.harborpointrealty.com

We Are Open…
One Healing Hand LLC

3295 Crawfordville Hwy.
Suite 2

Crawfordville, F L 32327
Accepting New Patients! 
850-745-8886 
30 years Exp. • 14 years in IM 

for sale
Adult Diapers: Medium - 20ct./
Large -18ct. pkg.; Latex Gloves 

med./lg. 100ct./box ;
36”x36” Pads – 10ct pkg. 

$5. Per pkg./box
850-933-9162
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Keep Wakulla Safe 
Miller forSheriff.com
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BonnietheLifeCoach.com
Bonnie Holub

Certi�ied Life Coach
850-570-8271

Follow Bonnie’s Monthly Advice Column 
BonnieTheLifeCoach.com/ask-bonnie 

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

By AL HARTMAN
The Old Pro

If you are fishing 
get out early or go 
late! This has been 
a super hot summer 
and it’s not gong to 
get any better til fall. 

Even the fish don’t 
like it. Get there at 
daybreak and you 
will find fish feeding. 
A good choice of bait 
like live minnows 
of shrimp is a good 
choice. For some ex-

citing fun, top pop-
per lures that make 
a good splash is fun. 
Also a jig topped 
with a plastic worm 
works well using a 
popper float. 

By late morning 
the redfish and se-
atrout have gone up 
river or up streams 
to find deeper cooler 
water. So you need 
to go up stream and 

locate them or go 
fish offshore and fish 
the rocks and reefs. 

Remember if you 
are reef fishing you 
need a reef permit 
now.

The state Fish and 
Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission will 
start the 2024 annu-
al python hunt with 
total prizes $25,000. 
It opens Aug. 9 and 

runs until the 18th. 
Last year over 1,000 
hunters signed 
up. People from 32 
states, Canada and 
Latvia where there. 

You can hunt any-
time, year round in 
the Everglades. 

The FWC esti-
mates more than 
20,000 pythons have 
been captured since 
the invasion be-

gan. A 17-footer was 
caught June 26 last 
month. The record 
caught so far is 22 
feet long a couple of 
months ago. 

Get out and enjoy 
the Florida outdoors.

Al Hartman can be 
contacted at redman-
ldpg@aol.com.

The Old Pro: Even the fish don’t like the heat

From Page 12

to have him challenge 
one of them to a duel 
so they could name 
the choice of weapons. 
George, the only un-
married brother, was 
the logical person for 
the task. 

Going to the capital, 
which had less than 
1,000 people and only 
one principal street, 
George was walking 
down the wooden side-
walk when he chanced 
upon Campbell. He 
flogged the man with 
his riding crop and 
Campbell was forced 
to challenge him. The 
code duello in Terri-
torial Florida was a 
remnant of the Span-
ish period and George 
accepted the chal-
lenge and chose pis-
tols for the match. Un-
beknown to his wife, 
Campbell left church 
one day to practice 
with his weapon. With 
his seconds he met 
George Hamlin on the 
Georgia border near 
Mannington’s wayside 
tavern and George 
killed him with his 
first bullet.

Only a month later 
Joseph Ladd bought 
up all the property 
of his brothers and 
soon thereafter died 
from yellow fever. 
His tombstone is the 
second oldest one in 
Wakulla County and 
a larger, more impos-
ing commemorative 
monument was erect-
ed to his memory in 

the Winthrop Street 
Cemetery in Augusta, 
Maine.

George Hamlin, re-
gretting that his broth-
ers had urged him to 
fight with Campbell, 
took a sailing vessel 
to Key West where he 
died a year later.

Most of the Forbes 
Purchase was ac-
quired by the Apala-
chicola Land Company 
of which Gov. Richard 
Call was a partner. 
In 1836 the compa-
ny built a mule tram 
from Tallahassee to 
St. Marks, by-passing 
Magnolia. Although 
the tram was a rude 
affair with stringers 
laid across a shifting 
bed of sand, it man-
aged to carry 50,000 
bales of cotton to St. 
Marks a year and spell 
the decline of the cot-
ton factorage business 
in Magnolia. Ships no 
longer came up the 
river, postal receipts 
fell off in Magnolia 
ever further, and mer-
chants sold their stock 
and left the town.

People dispossessed 
by the Apalachicola 
Land Company moved 
their houses to other 
places, most of them 
northward toward 
Chaires or down to St. 
Marks. Joseph Ladd’s 
widow returned with 
her children to Maine 
except for Daniel, who 
was so busy making 
money he decided to 
stay in Florida. Na-
thaniel Hamlin went 
to New Orleans and 
started a new cotton 

export business, but 
his two children went 
to Maine and married 
there. 

In 1839 the Talla-
hassee Railroad ex-
tended its tracks on a 
wooden bridge across 
the river from St. 
Marks for three miles 
to a site which it de-
veloped nearer the 
open bay, calling it 
Port Leon. This cut off 
sailing vessels entirely 
from coming upriver 
and the few remaining 
people in Magnolia left 
there and bought lots 
in the new town. Dan-
iel Ladd bought the 
most expensive one 
on the waterfront and 

raised his buildings 
on pilings. The town 
was surrounded by a 
fence and did a brisk 
business with sailors 
and soldiers coming 
in to fight in the Sec-
ond Seminole War. 
Most of them dallied in 
the town’s dramshops 
before getting on the 
train to go northward 
to Ft. Stansberry near 
Wakulla Springs and 
Ft. Lawson near Mag-
nolia. John Hamlin 
also went in busi-
ness in Port Leon but 
had his nephew take 
charge of his legal af-
fairs.

In 1843 the Leg-
islative Council in 
Tallahassee divided 
Leon County, carving 
Wakulla County out 

of the southern por-
tion, and naming Port 
Leon as the new coun-
ty seat. Before a court-
house could be built 
the town was wiped 
out by a hurricane and 
tidal wave and the sur-
vivors moved back up 
the river and founded 
the town of New Port 
two miles south of 
Magnolia. Until John 
Hamlin or Daniel Ladd 
had any buildings 
erected in New Port 
they offered storage in 
their old warehouses 
in Magnolia.

Nathaniel Hamlin 
returned to Florida 
and died in Newport 
in 1848. John Hamlin 
died there in 1868, and 
Daniel Ladd in 1874. 
People were buried in 

the Magnolia Ceme-
tery until 1869 and 
14 legible tombstones 
stand in grotesque po-
sitions in the scrub. 
Some rotting log build-
ings could still be seen 
in the 1890s but since 
then the town has dis-
appeared, the pine 
trees and vines grow-
ing over the land. Only 
the ghosts remain.

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society 
Museum is in the Old 
Jail at 24 High Drive 
in Crawfordville.  We 
are open to the pub-
lic on Thursdays and 
Fridays, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and on Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m.

Life and death of Magnolia

Greetings Wakulla citizens! 
Thank you for your interest in 
this column. A great question 
to ask ourselves is that, do 
we have God simmering in 
the background waiting for us 
to need Him, is God on our 
back burner? This question is 
directed to Believers, those of 
us that believe in the death, 
burial, and Resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The premise of this column is 
how important is God to us? 
How involved is God in our 
everyday mundane lives? Do 
we spend time with Him only 
when there is nothing else to 
do? Do we take Him on vaca-
tion with us? To work with 
us? To the gas station? You 
get the point. I hope you guys 
have the same mindset as we 
do...WE DO NOT WANT TO 
BE THAT KIND OF CHRIS-
TIAN!! 
We have a glorious story to 
share with you concerning 
this very topic. We hope this 
excites every reader to the 
point that it will cause all of us 
to do the same in all we do 
and go! That this very act will 
become a habit for all of us! 
God will LOVE this! 
A couple of weeks ago my 
Moms phone died. We went 
to get her a new cell phone, 
just a simple flip phone, talk 
and text only. We bought the 
phone and away we went. 
The next day she tried to 
read the directions, she isn’t 
a computer person, the words 
were so small you could not 
read them even with a lot of 
light and her reading lenses!! 
She went back to the store 
and asked for help, she said 
he couldn’t read it either! But 

he knew what to do, unfortu-
nately he couldn’t show my 
Mom in the book so she could 
go back herself to follow the 
directions. Time to return it. 
The phone she really likes 
and that died on her is a 
Jitterbug phone. I joke about 
the Jitterbug phones being 
junk with her, but the other 
phone wasn’t so great either!! 
Off to the other store to buy 
the phone she wants. We 
get there, before we get out 
of the car, I ask God for His 
favor in this, concerning her 
phone and please show us 
where and who to see. We 
go in and immediately see 
the phones she wants in the 
color she wants. I go to find 
a salesperson and the one 
God wanted us to find came 
around the corner. She said 
they would be able to do 
everything we needed in the 
color my Mom wanted. Off 
to the counter we went. The 
salesperson was unable to do 
the connection, so she went 
to look for the other person 
God wanted to use in this. 
The salesperson went to a 
couple of different people to 
do what we needed, nope! 
God said next! Here came 
the right person God wanted! 
Genuinely a nice young man. 
We had to pay first; he got 
all the info he needed to start 
the money process. He was 
at the register, the young lady 
was to his right watching, he 
seemed to have an issue. I 
started paying closer atten-
tion, they were trying to talk 
quietly in code, and I heard 
her ask him “free?.” Forget-
ting what I asked God in the 
car not too long ago, I said 

“free? Yea right.” He said he 
had to consult management 
about this. It was several min-
utes, and he returned with a 
very puzzled look on his face 
and the other salesperson 
asked if it was free. 
Now know this, at that time 
this store did not have one 
sales promotion for this 
phone!! No deal on this 
phone by the manufacturer 
at all!! This phone is $79.99 
retail and IT WAS FREE TO 
US!! WOOOHHOOO!!! The 
look on both of their faces 
was of total surprise!! I was 
able to witness to both of 
them what God just did for my 
Mom and me!! We found out 
they both are Believers! This 
miracle was not just for us! It 
was for the two people God 
chose to help us!! 
Remember, I asked for His 
favor in the situation, not just 
for us! 
The next blessing is the 
return of her phone. I called 
the night before concerning 
the return of our phones, he 
said it would cost $50.00 to 
restock it. NOPE!! Not only 
did it not cost $50, but he also 
just totally deleted the sale as 
if it never existed and handed 
me the receipt with kindness!

Also, if any of you read last 
month’s monthly publication, 
Larry’s PSA... IS NOW 1!! 
From 37 to 1!!! Let us all now 
remove God from our “back 
burner” to being totally the Di-
rector of our lives! He desires 
to be with us! Let us now put 
Him where He belongs.... 
FIRST!! 
Matthew 6:33 But [a]seek 
first [b]His kingdom and 

His righteousness, and
all these things will be [c]
added to you.

May this cause you to seek 
Him more, Deb Quim-
by-Quackenbush
tobe7encouraged@gmail.
com

If you do not know Jesus and 
want to, say this out loud and 
believe... 
John 3:16 “For God so 
loved the world, that He 
gave His [a]only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life. Romans 
10: 13 for “EVERYONE 
WHO CALLS ON THE 
NAME OF THE LORD WILL 
BE SAVED.” “Jesus, I am a 
sinner I know, I repent and 
turn away from all that I 
did as a sinner, I renounce 
their hold on me. I believe 
in faith God sent You to be-
come my sin, on the Cross, 
to cleanse me from them 
and now make me new. I 
believe You died and rose 
on the 3rd day so that I may 
live and become Your Righ-
teousness. I now give you 
my life and live for You! By 
God’s Grace I am now Born 
Again. WOOOHHHOOOO!! 
Welcome to the family! Your 
life just got EXCITING!!! The 
next step is to be water baptized 
(1 Peter 3:21, 1 Corinthians 
6:11) so that our old self will be 
buried. It is important now to 
get involved in a Spirit filled full 
Gospel church and dive in and 
learn all about who you now are 
becoming. Congratulations my 
friend!

tobe7encouraged faith column
Is God on our back burner?
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(850) 926-7487 www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com

139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

Your Hometown Financial Advisors

AUGUST  WORKSHOP
What Baby Boomers Need To Know 
About Medicare
Savvy Medicare Planning for Boomers Workshop

Presenters/Financial Advisors:
BRIAN ENGLISH and JORDAN LEE

Baby Boomers are asking:
• What does Medicare cover?

• How do the four parts of Medicare 
work together?

• When do I have to enroll in Medicare?
• How does Medicare work with the 
 insurance I’ve already got?
• What can I expect to pay for 
 my healthcare down the line?

•  What Medicare is, who is eligible for it,  
and how you get it? 

• Who needs to enroll in Medicare and when? 

• The two ways to have Medicare— and how 
to choose? 

• What Medicare costs, and how to mitigate 
those costs through private insurance? 

• How to start planning for future healthcare 
costs?

Don’t miss this valuable workshop designed especially for baby boomers. Seating is l imited. 

Call today to reserve a spot for you and your friends.

Attend if you are: • Age 60 and over. • Concerned about 
retirement health care expenses. • Recently retired, or 
planning to retire soon. • You want to understand how to 
begin making important Medicare decisions.

In this presentation, 
you’ll  learn:

Tuesday, 
AUG. 27TH

5:30PM – 6:30PM
RSVP by Thursday, Aug. 22nd

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

It All Starts With A Conversationn

Jordan   Brian    Megan

Welcome Back 
TEACHERS and FACULTY
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