
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

A true public servant is charac-
terized by altruism, a deep sense 
of duty to the public, and a com-
mitment to integrity and transpar-
ency. Their decisions and actions 
are guided by the welfare of the 
community and the nation, often 
at the expense of personal gain or 
comfort.

True public servants are char-
acterized by their unwavering 
commitment to the common good, 
transparency in their actions, and 
a willingness to make personal sac-
rifices for the benefit of the public. 

Firefighters are considered he-
roes because they run towards 
danger while others run away. They 
don’t give up until the job is done 
and bring both brains and brawn 
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Turn to Page 7

Louis Lamarche

Wakulla Fire Rescue Chief Louis Lamarche.

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa
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Solar energy is an alternative solution to 
energy independence and cost reduction for 
home and business owners. By investing in 

solar energy, you can reduce your dependence 
on the energy company to provide your 

electricity, as well as add value to your home.

Jay
 (850) 445-8643 • (844) 206-2806
 jay@ckrsolar.com

www.ckrsolar.com
CGC1511520
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While our specialty is cabinets & 
countertops for kitchen and baths, 

our passion is design, lifestyle 
and budget. 

Serving Wakulla & Tallahassee 
to St. George Island
Open: Mon. – Fri. 9a.m to 4p.m. 
Appointments available to 
better serve you.

2510 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville
www.CabsandCounters.com 

We now accept all major credit cards 

Locally 
Owned & Operated by Anne 
Henson
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HomeView Pro
THE CLEAR CHOICE

www.HomeViewPro.comLocally Owned and Operated

These prices include single story structures only and up to 60 feet of distance for each camera. An internet or cellular connection is required for remote viewing.
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Extension Director

Almost two years ago, 
my mom was diagnosed 
with dementia. It was 
the first time I had ever 
experienced something 
like that so close to home 
and it was scary and 
confusing and heart-
breaking to see someone 
I love so much change 
so drastically. To see her 
struggling and not know 
how to help her beyond 
just being there for her.

Two years later, it 
still is scary and confus-
ing and heartbreaking. 
However, the support 
and knowledge I have 
gained in that time have 
really helped me better 
understand how best to 
support my mom as she 
continues to deal with 
her new reality.

As September rolls 
around each year, the 
world unites to ob-
serve World Alzheimer’s 
Month, a crucial global 
initiative aimed at rais-
ing awareness and chal-
lenging the stigma sur-
rounding dementia. This 

month-long campaign 
serves as a powerful re-
minder of the growing 
impact of Alzheimer’s 
disease and other forms 
of dementia on individ-
uals, families, and com-
munities worldwide.

Alzheimer’s disease is 
the most common cause 
of dementia, a collective 
term used to describe 
various symptoms of 
cognitive decline, such 
as memory loss, con-
fusion, and difficulties 
with thinking and prob-
lem-solving. It is a pro-
gressive neurological 
disorder that typically 
affects people over the 
age of 65, although it 
can also impact younger 
individuals.

The disease is charac-
terized by the build-up 
of abnormal proteins in 
the brain, leading to the 
death of brain cells. This 
deterioration affects the 
person’s ability to carry 
out everyday activities, 
and eventually, they 
may require full-time 
care. Despite being one 
of the most significant 
health challenges of our 
time, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is often misunder-
stood, and misconcep-
tions can lead to stigma 
and social isolation for 
those affected.

World Alzheimer’s 
Month plays a vital role 
in addressing these 
challenges by encourag-
ing conversations about 
dementia. This global 

campaign highlights the 
importance of early diag-
nosis, support for those 
living with dementia, 
and the need for more 
research into treatment 
and prevention.

This year’s focus is on 
the importance of recog-
nizing the warning signs 
of dementia and seeking 
help promptly. Early di-
agnosis can significant-
ly improve the quality 
of life for those affected, 
allowing them to plan 
for the future, access 
necessary care and sup-
port, and participate in 
clinical trials for new 
treatments.

Throughout Septem-
ber, organizations and 
communities around 
the world organize 
events, workshops, and 
public awareness cam-
paigns to educate peo-
ple about dementia. 
These activities aim to 
demystify the condition, 
provide resources for 
caregivers, and promote 
understanding and em-
pathy towards those liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s. In 
many countries, land-
marks are illuminated in 
purple – the color asso-
ciated with Alzheimer’s 
awareness – to show 
solidarity with those af-
fected. 

Despite the progress 
made in raising aware-
ness, significant chal-
lenges remain. Alzhei-
mer’s disease continues 
to be underdiagnosed, 

particularly in low- and 
middle-income coun-
tries where access to 
healthcare is limited. 
Additionally, there is 
still no cure for Alzhei-
mer’s, and current treat-
ments only address the 
symptoms rather than 
the underlying cause of 
the disease.

However, there is 
hope on the horizon. 
Advances in medical re-
search are paving the 
way for new treatments, 
and global initiatives 
like World Alzheimer’s 
Month are helping to 
reduce the stigma asso-
ciated with the disease, 
making it easier for in-
dividuals and families to 
seek help.

World Alzheimer’s 
Month is a time for re-
flection, education, and 
action. It is an oppor-
tunity for the global 
community to come to-
gether to support those 
affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease and other forms 
of dementia. By raising 
awareness and fostering 
understanding, we can 
create a more inclusive 
and supportive world for 
everyone impacted by 
this devastating condi-
tion. 

For more information 
about this and other 
mental health-related 
topics, contact Saman-
tha Kennedy at the UF/
IFAS Wakulla Extension 
office at 850.926.3931 
or skennedy@ufl.edu.

Raising awareness of Alzheimer’s

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 

GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto
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HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT THE 
WAKULLA SUN THROUGH THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

Your donation will help 
keep the presses running.

Thank You 
for 

your trust
Josh Brown 

Wakulla school board district 4
Wakulla school board district 4

Political ad paid for by Josh Brown for Wakulla Co. School Board District 4.

HEAVY  
LEAVES

STORM 
DEBRIS

SEED 
PODS

ACORNSPINECONES PINE 
NEEDLES 

 no 
WITH LEAFFILTER

FALL DEBRIS BUILDUP

OUR PATENTED LEAFFILTER SYSTEM  
KEEPS OUT ALL DEBRIS 

Promo Code: 536 | LeafFilter.com/TWSautumn

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE INSPECTION 1-888-468-1142

Seniors & Military

AN ADDITIONALEXPIRES: 11/30/2024

Your Entire Purchase*
OFF OFF

SC
HEDULE YOUR

I N S P E C T I O NFREEEnd Cleaning Out 
Gutters! LeafFilter
Blocks 100% Of Debris

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional offer 
includes 25% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans 
and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation esti-
mate valid for 1 year. FL CBC0566780
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angie brookeANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

hope webbH O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

je�alynn marksJESSALYNN MARKS
REALTOR®

850.510.5377
Jessalynn@theamericandream.house

Whether it’s buying or selling a primary home or your next
vacation home in Wakulla County and the surrounding areas,

our agents have got you covered!

www.theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthfl orida    theamericandreamnorthfl orida
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LET OUR TEAM HELP YOU TODAY! 1-800-451-1605

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

I would like to 
start off this month’s 
article with a heart-
felt thank you to the 
citizens of Wakulla 
County. I am hon-
ored to have been 
elected to serve an-
other term as Sheriff 
of Wakulla County 
and am truly hum-
bled by the level of 
support that the 
community showed 
me. 

Serving as the 
Wakulla County 
Sheriff for the past 
eight years has been 
a privilege, and I am 
excited and honored 
to be able to contin-
ue in this position. 

Generally, in my 
monthly articles I 
like to provide infor-
mation or tips that 
citizens can do to 
help reduce crime or 
protect themselves. 
However, this month 
I want to talk to ev-
eryone about a cou-
ple of things I will be 
doing in the coming 
years. 

First and fore-
most, my adminis-
tration is going to 
continue to stay as 
involved as possible 
in our community. 
I firmly believe that 
one of the main ways 
to truly reduce crime 
in a community is 
for local law enforce-
ment to be involved 
and connected with 
citizens in a person-
al way. 

My administra-
tion and I work very 
hard to make sure 
that citizens have 
positive interactions 
with WCSO mem-
bers, beyond calls 
for service. 

I promise in the 
next four years that 
my staff and I will 
continue to be as in-
volved as possible in 
our wonderful com-
munity as we have 
been the previous 
eight years I’ve been 
Sheriff. 

My staff and I are 
not just employees of 

WCSO, we are mem-
bers of this commu-
nity along with the 
rest of Wakulla’s Cit-
izens. I promise we 
will continue to forge 
and develop positive 
relationships with 
our citizens. 

Second, I want to 
reaffirm my commit-
ment to an open-door 
policy and transpar-
ency. I made it a 
goal of mine when 
I came into office 
during my first term 
to be accessible and 
approachable by the  
citizens I serve. 

In my two terms 
as Sheriff, I feel that 
I have upheld this 
commitment. How-
ever, we do have a 
lot of new residents 
to our community, 
and we just ended 
a somewhat conten-
tious election cycle. 

Please If you have 
suggestions, com-
ments, or concerns 
regarding the Sher-
iff’s Office or our 
community reach 
out to me and my 

staff. 
We are a grow-

ing community, and 
we need the help of 
the citizens to make 
sure Wakulla Coun-
ty remains one of 
the safest counties 
in Florida. 

Once again let me 
say thank you for 
trusting me with an-
other term as Sheriff 
of Wakulla County. 
I am excited to con-
tinue working with 
and for the citizens 
of our great county. 

I am so thankful 
to live and work in 
a community that 
supports the sher-
iff’s office as much 
as ours does and 
I look forward to 
the next four years 
working to keep our 
community safe and 
prosperous. 

Your Sheriff,
Jared F. Miller

Jared Miller is 
sheriff of Wakulla 
County.

Thank you, Wakulla, for 
returning me to office

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints

VETERAN

I would like to extend A huge

to all of my supporters.

I appreciate all of your 
support and votes!

It was an honor and 
privilege to serve as your 
County Commissioner

I will always continue to 
serve my community.

 - Mike Kemp
Political Advertisement paid for by Mike Kemp, Republican, 
for County Commission District 3

Thank  You

We couldn’t have done it
 without you.

For 28 Years we’ve been blessed 
by the best!!!

Thank you Wakulla!

Voted Best Chicken and Wings around
no matter who comes to town!

Li
ndy’s Chick

en

850-926-8886
2120 Crawfordville Hwy, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Mon.- Wed. 11 a.M. – 8 p.M.
THurs. - saT. 11 a.M. – 9 p.M.
sun. 9:30 a.M. – 3:00 p.M.

Voted Best 
Chicken and Wings

20242024
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(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 6pm •  Sat. 8am - 2pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.net

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10/04/24

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Offered

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF$5 OFF

A/C 
Service

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifl ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 850-926-6111 • 850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

20242024

By GREG GAST
 

“Optimists are 
right. So are pessi-
mists. It’s up to you to 
choose which you will 
be.” -Havery Mackay 

Healthy deci-
sion-making can be 
difficult. It impacts 
our thoughts, feel-
ings, and behaviors. 

I’m talking about 
the choice to think for 
yourself. The choice 
to be happy or mis-
erable. The choice to 
believe whatever you 
want to believe. Or 
the choice to have 
any perspective you 
want on life.

We all have a 
choice. We were born 
with the gift of free 
will. So even if your 
life is not ideal, you 
still have a choice in 
how you respond to 
it, how you feel about 
it, and how you per-
ceive it. 

It is a matter of 
perspective: How you 
see the world around 
you. Past choices, 

environments, and 
mental conditioning 
often color our choic-
es. But you have 
a choice. You can 
choose to live limited 
by your past or your 
surroundings, or you 
can make a choice to 
not let these things 
affect how you see the 
world today.

Staying open-mind-
ed and not letting 
your past control 
your current mindset 
is what is important. 
You never know what 
can happen. 

Remember that 
you miss 100% of all 
the shots in life you 
don’t take. It is in the 
choice of how you re-

spond to and think 
about your life that 
will determine the 
type of life you will 
have.

What is your inner 
belief system about 
yourself and the 
world? 

Do you think the 
world is good or bad? 

Are you optimistic 
about the future? 

Do you deserve a 
good life? 

Do you think out-
side of the box? 

Do you allow your 
thinking to be con-
trolled by the media, 
authority figures, or 
society? 

Do you question 
things often? 

Do you ask why?
So here it is! You 

can question any-
thing and everything, 
And please do! You 
have the freedom to 
do the research you 
need to do to find real 
answers to your real 
questions. There are 
no rules. You have 
the choice in how 
much you let others 
tell you what you can 
and can’t, should and 
shouldn’t do. 

You have a choice 
in how you respond. 
There are multiple 
ways to look at every 
situation, so why not 
choose the most em-
powering, enlighten-
ing, and enlivening 

option?
So let this be a re-

minder that we all 
have a choice. We can 
choose our thoughts, 
our beliefs, and our 
actions. We are free 
to see life as either 
good or bad, positive 
or negative, a burden 
or a lesson.  Your life 
will be good if you fo-
cus on the good and 
it will be bad if you 
focus on the bad. 

Your CHOICE….
Let know what you 
think.

Greg Gast is Real 
Life Counseling, 3295 
Crawfordville Hwy., 
suite #4, Crawford-
ville FL 32327.

Real life choices

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.

Doug Behrendt
Your Local Healthcare Insurance Agent 
Medicare Advantage Plans, ACA, Accident, 

Cri� cal Illness, Dental/Vision, and Life Insurance

dbehrendt@HealthMarkets.com
HealthMarkets.com/dbehrendt
10199 Southside Blvd, Suite 100
Jacksonville, FL 32256

(850) 321-1011

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
Life    Health    Medicare    Long-Term Care

Doug Behrendt
Your Local 
Healthcare 

Insurance Agent
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From Front Page

to their work. Fire-
fighters Inspire oth-
ers to be special and 
they do much more 
than just fight fires, 
including saving peo-
ple, preventing fu-
ture fires, and help-
ing in emergencies.

Wakulla County’s 
Fire Chief Louis La-
marche III is a prime 
example of both a 
Wakulla hero and a 
Wakulla public ser-
vant. 

“I live, eat, breathe 
fire,” says Lamarche. 

Lamarche  was 
born in Manches-
ter, New Hampshire, 
later moving to Pen-
sacola at 2 years old 
to again move to Tal-
lahassee at the age 
of 10, finally making 
his permanent move 
to Wakulla in 2003. 

Lamarche married 
his wife Amy, for-
merly known as Amy 
Marks, who is from 
Wakulla.

Lamarche com-
pleted his Fire Fight-
er Paramedic edu-
cation at Chipola 
College, emerging 
as a Fire Officer II 

and a Fire Training 
Instructor working 
in Lynn Haven, Bay 
County, Florida and 
working for Franklin 
County EMS for 4 
years.

“My family is the 
most important thing 
to me,” he says while 
turning and pointing 
to a framed family 
photograph mount-
ed on the wall in his 
office. “I have one 
daughter, Naomi, 
and two stepchil-
dren, Caitlyn and 
Kaleb Weaver – they 
are my family.”

For fun, Lamarche 
says, “I like fishing 
– anything on the 
water, camping out-
doors and trips to the 
mountains.” 

“I am a behind the 
scenes guy person-
ality, but when it 
comes to the Fire 
Department, I am the 
first in line,” he says.

He came to the 
Wakulla County Fire 
Department in 2003, 
later earning the po-
sition of Fire Chief in 
2016.

“Wakulla is a great 
place to work,” he 
says. “I love working 

here, the community 
is very supportive, 
the county admin-
istration and the 
county commission-
ers are great. It is 
exciting to see where 
we came from as a 
small county and to 
watch us growing as 
a community is re-
warding.”

“We are the pre-
mier up and com-
ing fire-rescue, we 
are merged, which 
means instead of 
paying one depart-
ment for each fire 
and rescue separate-
ly, we are merged, 
and we can do both 
the medical and res-
cue side of things, 
and for their tax dol-
lars, the citizens are 
getting more bang for 
their buck.” 

“We are special 
ops in rope rescue, 
and we have numer-
ous staff trained up 
in urban search and 
rescue and these 
staff get to train with 
the Task Force 17 in 
Tallahassee, bring-
ing back the skills 
learned from the Tal-
lahassee crew, we 
are getting premium 
training from Talla-
hassee and bringing 
it back home with 

us.”
“Also to keep up 

with the population 
growth of Wakulla 
County, a new fire 
engine bought with 
legislative funding 
was placed in Craw-
fordville – similar to 
the last engine our 
department  pur-
chased. The purpose 
of purchasing similar 
vehicles, keeping it 
like the other, is to 
have interoperabili-
ty, the uniformity of 
the equipment appa-
ratus.” 

We have one new 
truck, and we have 
two more ordered 
and it will be here 
almost a year out, 
Lamarche says.  

“Right now, we are 
looking to grow the 

administrative side 
a little more and de-
velop a community 
paramedic program, 
the project is in its 
early stage right now. 
It is all in effort to 
mitigate the number 
of ambulance calls 
and keep treatment 
local ,  the ambu-
lances will treat on 
scene.”

Keeping the health 
and the needs of the 
community as prior-
ity, Lamarche says, 
“In the future, we will 
evaluate the needs of 
the county, the part-
nerships with health 
providers and evalu-
ate the gap in health 
care and see what 
the needs are and 
move forward from 
there; it is a slow 

process but we are 
focusing on treating 
on scene, this way 
we don’t have to take 
low activity calls to 
the hospital and it 
keeps resources in 
the county.”

Assistant Chief 
Richard Lewis along 
with Lamarche said, 
“Another component 
of this new project 
is the social worker 
component of the 
community health 
worker; this will en-
able us to assist the 
Wakulla community 
on a new level.” 

‘I know when I get 
to sit back and re-
tire, I will know I 
had something to do 
with it and I will be 
proud,” Lamarche 
says with a smile.

Louis Lamarche

Knowledge and Experience for all of 
your Real Estate needs!

Need advice about selling or buying? 
Just call or text – no obligation! Lionel (850) 284-6961 

lionel7769@gmail.com

Lionel Dazevedo
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WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 8:30 am. 

Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm
1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am

1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Live Streaming - Sundays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

onthly
“The little paper”

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile 
or PC using this QR code.

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
FI

RS
T PENTECOSTAL

C
H

U
R

C
H OF CRAWFORD

V
IL

LE

SERVICES:
Sunday School  
10:30 am
Morning Worship 
11:30 am
Wednesday Night 
Bible Study 7:30 pm

5 Crescent Way, 
Crawfordville, FL 

(850) 926-4889 https://www.fpccupci.org

SpringS

SUN 10:15a.m.
WED 7:00 p.m.

Where Love 
Abounds 
& Church 

Becomes Family
850-556-0320
850-926-4065

2028 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.

god is real

Springsofhope.us

JeSuS 
iS King

Your Name Your Address

Do Not Do Not 

Pay
NOT A BILL

• If you have a concern with the to-
tal tax amount as seen in Column 
3, but you are satisfi ed with the 
market value set for your property, 
please contact the taxing Authori-
ties on the back of the TRIM No-
tice. At this time, tax rates cannot 
be raised but can be lowered.

• If you have a concern with your 
market value, please contact the 
Property Appraiser’s Off ice. We 
can make changes, but time is 
of the essence. Market Value is 
based on mass appraisal practic-
es using market information and 
sales data. This value is estab-
lished each year.

• Verify you have claimed all avail-
able exemptions.

What is it?
Why is it important? TRIM

Truth In Millage THIS IS A NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAXES.

Ed Brimner CFA

Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser

850-926-0500

TM

DON’T LET YOUR FUTURE 
GO UP IN SMOKE.

One study showed that over 30% of drug users won’t graduate. 
To counter, we have provided tens of thousands of education packages to schools 
and reached over 13 million students with the Truth About Drugs. These students 
now have the information to make the right decision, including staying in school.

DrugFreeWorld.org
Let’s better the world.

© 2024 Foundation for a Drug-Free World. All Rights Reserved. The Foundation for a Drug-Free World Logo is a trademark owned by the Foundation for a Drug-Free World 
and is used with its permission. #S001419
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Wakulla County Historical Society and Wakulla High School 

Present 

Coaches of Wakulla County Schools 
Tuesday, September 10, 2024, at Wakulla High School 

5:00 p.m. – Reunion for all past and present coaches in the Gymnasium 

 6:00 p.m. – Panel discussion in the Auditorium featuring Coaches David Miller, J. D. Jones, 
Randy Anderson, Diane Eakin, Frances Knight and others  

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO ATTEND THE REUNION AND THE PROGRAM 

For more information call 850-926-1110 

 

 

 

Coach J.D. Jones (right end) 

Coach Diane Eakin (center front) Coach Matt (center) 
Mathis 

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������
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Monday, Sept. 2
• LABOR DAY – Banks, 
schools and government 
offi  ces will be closed for the 
holiday.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Pro-
gram is available for anyone 
with memory impairment 
at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m. every Monday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, Sept. 3
• Th e Wakulla County 
Commission meets at 5 
p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• Sopchoppy community 
dinner is held every week 
at the Towles House at 6:30 
p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. at 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga Flow with Nellie at 6 
p.m. Classes are $12, pack-
ages available at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838

Wednesday, Sept. 4
• Muffi  ns with Moms Pre-
natal Support Group meets 
at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10 
a.m. at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Health Department. 
Contact Liz Neighbors at 
850-888-6078 or elizabeth.
neighbors@fl health.gov for 

more information.
• Wakulla County Coali-
tion for Youth meets at the 
Chamber offi  ce (old Court-
house) at 12:30 p.m.
• A line dance class is held 
at 1 p.m. at the Wakulla Se-
nior Center every Wednes-
day.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

� ursday, Sept. 5
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo 
Night will be held at 7 p.m. 
at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Th ursday. 
Th ere are concessions and 
raffl  es.
• Th e Rotary Club of 
Wakulla County meets at 
the TSC Wakulla Center at 
8:30 a.m. on Th ursdays.
• Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with 
Nellie every Th ursday. 
Classes are $12, at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Th ursday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Friday, Sept. 6
• War Eagle football: Th e 
War Eagles travel to Tal-
lahassee to play the Chiles 
Timberwolves.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 8 p.m. 
every Friday at 54 Ochlock-

onees St.

Saturday, September 7
• Th e Panacea Community 
Garden Farmer’s Market 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon in Panacea.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Saturday at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Monday, September 9
• Wakulla county commis-
sioners will hold a special 
meeting at 2 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.
• Th e Wakulla County 
School Board meets in the 
district offi  ce at 5:45 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla Planning 
Commission meets at 6 
p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• Th e Sopchoppy City 
Commission meets at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group meets at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church 
at 9:30 a.m every second 
Monday of the month.
•Gentle Yoga and Stetching 
Class, every Wednesday, 11 
a.m. Wakulla Community 
Center. Bring a mat. Come 
early to sign in. Chair Yoga 
participants welcome. $2 
per class.
• Yoga 101 with Nellie at 6 
p.m. Classes are $12, pack-
ages available at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at 

(850) 528-5838.

Tuesday, September 10
• Wakulla Historical 
Society presents a reunion 
of coaches at 5 p.m. and a 
panel discussion at 6 p.m. 
at the Wakulla High School 
gym. Coaches include Da-
vid Miller J.D. Jones, Randy 
Anderson, Diane Eakin, 
Frances Knight and others.

Wednesday, September 11
• 9/11 Memorial Service 
will be held at the sheriff ’s 
offi  ce beginning at 8:30 a.m.

� ursday, September 12
• St. Marks City Commis-
sion meets at the St. Marks 
City Hall at 6 p.m.

� ursday, September 12
• St. Marks City Commis-
sion meets at the St. Marks 
City Hall at 6 p.m.

Friday, September 13
• something.

Saturday, September 14
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet at 
the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 10 a.m. every  
second Saturday of the 
month.
• Th e Sopchoppy Commu-
nity Market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
Sopchoppy Depot Park.

Monday, September 16 
•  Th e American Legion 

Post 114 meets at the 
Wakulla County Public 
Library at 6:30 p.m every 
third Monday of the month.
• Crawfordville Woman’s 
Club monthly meeting 
is the second Monday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at 64 Ochlockonee St., in 
Crawfordville. Call (850) 
566-5727 for more infor-
mation.

� ursday, September 19
• “Hour of the Wolf,” a play 
by Anthony Lamarr White, 
will be performed at 8 p.m. 
at Palaver Tree Th eater, 59 
Shadeville Road. Tickets 
are $15.
• Chamber of Commerce 
Aft er Hours Networking 
will be at Civic Brewing in 
Sopchoppy from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla County Can-
cer Support Group meets in 
the Education Center of the 
Crawfordville United Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m. Th is 
group meeting is for men 
and women, regardless of 
the type of cancer. Spouses, 
caregivers, and friends are 
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 850-926-6050.

Friday, September 20
• War Eagle football hosts 
FAMU DRS at J.D. Jones 
Stadium at 7 p.m.
• “Hour of the Wolf,” a play 
by Anthony Lamarr White, 
will be performed at 8 p.m. 
at Palaver Tree Th eater, 59 

Shadeville Road. Tickets 
are $15.

Saturday, September 21
• Keep Wakulla County 
Beautiful’s Coastal Cleanu-
pis 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Meet at 
Woolley Park in Panacea.
• Rotary Club of Wakulla’s 
Boots & Bingo fundraiser 
will be held at 3Y Ranch 
from 5 to 11 p.m.
• “Hour of the Wolf,” a play 
by Anthony Lamarr White, 
will be performed at 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at Palaver Tree 
Th eater, 59 Shadeville Road. 
Tickets are $15.

Tuesday, September 24
•  Code Enforcement Board 
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.

Friday, September 27
• War Eagle football hosts 
the Suwannee Bulldogs at 
J.D. Jones Stadium at 7 p.m.

Saturday, September 28
• St. Marks hosts a commu-
nity market every fourth 
Saturday of the month at 
815 Leon Port Drive from 9 
a.m. until 1 p.m.

Saturday, August 31
• Th e Sopchoppy Opry will 
hold a gospel program with 
South Bound and guests 
performing at 7 p.m. at 
the old Sopchoppy High 
School. Tickets are $15.

Re-Store
850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

On the Horizon
� e calendar of events for September

YOUR HOMETOWN CONNECTION FOR LEGAL & TITLE NEEDS

OFFICE - CRAWFORDVILLE
LoweLegalAndTitle.com   (850) 926-8245

ESTATE, PROBATE, 
FAMILY LAW,  REAL ESTATE 

AND MEDIATION
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of cat
6. Weaponry
10. Western 
Christian Church 
service
14. Significant 
eruption of pus-
tules
15. Baltic nation
17. Start of 
American holi-
day season
19. Unhappy
20. Maintains 
possession of
21. Metrical foot 
of one long and 
three short sylla-
bles
22. Mountain 
pass
23. Vestments
24. Type of dish
26. Escaped 
quickly
29. Zoroastrian 
concept of holy 
fire
31. Wings
32. Political ac-
tion committee

34. Touches light-
ly
35. Stood back 
from
37. Philippine 
Island
38. Popular win-
ter activity
39. Type of amine
40. Small fresh-
water duck
41. Filled with 
love
43. Without 
(French)
45. Vetch
46. Swiss river
47. Describes a 
sound
49. Sign language
50. Hair product
53. Have surgery
57. Quality of be-
ing imaginary
58. Far-right Ger-
man party
59. Drove
60. Former 
French coin of 
low value
61. Hard, durable 
timbers

CLUES DOWN
1. Body art
2. Middle East 
military title
3. Actor Pitt
4. Container
5. Speak inces-
santly
6. Relating to 
algae
7. Jacob __, jour-
nalist
8. Rock TV chan-
nel
9. Boat’s cargo
10. Most wise

11. Within
12. Chinese in-
dustrial city
13. Scotland’s 
longest river
16. Not capable
18. Footwear
22. Savings ac-
count
23. Capable
24. Vaccine de-
veloper
25. Tax collector
27. Fencing 
swords
28. Native reli-
gion in China

29. Promotional 
materials
30. A shot in a 
film production
31. Afflict in 
mind or body
33. A passage 
with access only 
at one end
35. Breathing 
devices
36. Employ for 
wages
37. Kids’ TV 
channel (abbr.)
39. Popular Bos-
ton song
42. Made amends
43. Selling at 
specially reduced 
prices

44. Atomic #18
46. With fireplace 
residue
47. Unleavened 
cornbread
48. Draw out
49. Southwestern 
Alaska island
50. Where the 
Pyramids are
51. People of Ni-
geria
52. Smaller quan-
tity
53. Destroy the 
inside of
54. City
55. Chivalrous 
figure (abbr.)
56. No (Scottish)

Crossword ___________

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

MAGNOLIA CLEANING
&

    LAUNDRY SERVICES, LLC
     LICENSED & INSURED

AMANDA STRICKLAND
(448) 666-3881

CALL/TEXT TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE!

Coastal 28

   Athletics

Coastal 28

   Athletics

Open Mon. – Fri. 3-8 
Sat. 2-6

850-745-8289

Mention this ad get 
10% OFF

117 Shadeville Rd., 
Crawfordville FL 32327

• Indoor Batting Cages 
• Private Lessons 
• Special Events 
• Team Rentals 
• Parties • Space Rentals

- Small engine 
maintenance 
and repair

- Home improvement
- Debris removal
- And much more

(252) 505-2342

Mike’s Handyman Service
of the Big Bend, LLC

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
susan@harborpointrealty.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

www.harborpointrealty.com
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Retiring earlier than expected? What to know

By BRIAN ENGLISH

Many Americans, 
through circumstances 
beyond their control, 
find themselves need-
ing to retire earlier than 
anticipated. Whatev-
er the circumstances, 
it’s difficult not to feel 
wrongfooted and hur-
ried by the situation. 
However, it’s important 
to get yourself back on 
track as soon as pos-
sible. Here are some 
things to consider as 
you make the transi-
tion:

DON’T MAKE FAST 
DECISIONS

When dealing with a 
sudden transition like 
this, it can be tempt-

ing to make some sort 
of hasty decision. But 
reacting too quickly 
might hinder your abil-
ity to reorient yourself. 
Unless something is 
truly urgent, it’s often 
best to give yourself 
some space to think 
about your new life and 
carefully consider all 
your available choices. 
Take the time to orga-
nize your thoughts and 
to put your important 
documents in order. At 
the end of that period, 
you can look at things 
in a cool, calm way.

WORK, IF POSSIBLE

The American Asso-
ciation of Retired Per-
sons (AARP) states that 
56 percent of workers 
aged 50 and over have 
faced some sort of un-
planned departure 
from work for various 
reasons, ranging from 
health issues or caring 
for an infirm relative to 
redundancy . Finding 
yourself out of work in 
your 60s can be dis-
couraging, but it’s also 
true that age is not the 

barrier it once was. In 
fact, it’s not unusual 
for companies to seek 
an experienced hand 
to be a consultant or 
to train the next gen-
eration working in a 
particular field. While 
it may be part time or 
even temporary, if you 
are able to work, you 
may find great satisfac-
tion in that opportuni-
ty, not to mention addi-
tional income.

WHAT TO CONSID-
ER WITH TAX-DE-

FERRED ACCOUNTS

Your retirement 
strategy likely includes 
some form of tax-de-
ferred account. If so, 
making withdrawals is 
one choice to consid-
er. For example, if you 
are not working, you 
may be in a lower tax 
bracket than before. 
But keep in mind that 
penalties might apply, 
depending on your age.

This article is for in-
formational purposes 
only and is not a re-
placement for real-life 
advice. Make sure to 

consult with your fi-
nancial and account-
ing professionals before 
accessing any tax-de-
ferred account.

SOCIAL SECURITY A 
FACTOR?

The longer you de-
lay taking your Social 
Security payments, 
the greater they will 
be. While Americans 
have an opportunity to 
start taking payments 
as early as age 62, the 
payments will not re-
flect the amount you 

could be getting at full 
retirement age. Start-
ing at 62 may be a 
consideration for those 
who need the income or 
have some other urgent 
need, such as being in 
poor health.

Making an unexpect-
ed change can bring 
changes to your over-
all retirement strategy. 
However, it’s import-
ant to remember that 
it’s likely your finan-
cial professional has 
worked with other peo-
ple in similar circum-
stances. This might 

be one of those times 
when it’s good to have 
someone who can help 
provide some guidance.

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 926-
7487. 

Securities and investment 
advisory services offered 
through Osaic Wealth, Inc. 
member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic 
Wealth is separately owned 
and other entities and/or 
marketing names, products 
or services referenced here 
are independent of Osaic 
Wealth. Osaic Wealth does 
not provide tax or legal ad-
vice.

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

UNITED WE STAND 
FLORIDA SPECIALTY 

LICENSE PLATE
Proceeds from the extra $27 over the normal vehicle 

registration fees for the United We Stand tag help support the 
war on terrorism.

Half the money goes to the Florida Department of 
Transportation’s airport-security program. The other half goes 

to the Rewards for Justice Fund, a charity through which people 
can contribute to anti-terrorism programs and which has 

lobbied for United We Stand license plates in several states.

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

ALL PRO
FENCE & DECK

850-408-7709
Commercial, Residential, Decks, Gates & More
Locally Owned & Operated • 30 years experience • Licensed & Insured

Joey 
Olah

2100 Sq. ft. • 3���/2�� • FULL Kitchen
605 Floyd Gray Rd

Just off Coastal Hwy 98

$2,100 /mo
Additional Acreage Available if desired

Abundant Wildlife
Contact David McQuary, Broker - 850-510-1035

Brand Spankin’ New  O F F I C E   S P A C E

F O R   L E A S E
Leasing any size 

to suit your needs.

- We have land - 

Political advertisement paid for by Jared Miller, Republican, for Wakulla County Sheriff

KEEPING WAKULLA SAFE 

THANK YOU WAKULLA
FOR ALL THE SUPPORT!!!
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Wakulla’s Fort Stansbury
Fort Stansbury (or 

Stansberry) can be found 
on maps of Leon County 
made in the 1840’s but 
its life was short, and 
few but dedicated arche-
ologists have found its 
location. After Wakulla 
County was formed out 
of the southern half of 
Leon County in 1843, 
the fort’s location was 
put on Wakulla County 
maps, but by then it was 
already going out of ex-
istence.

The fort, which was 
apparently started in 
1840, was a hastily 
erected log enclosure and 
used to help subdue the 
southern Creek, or Sem-
inole, Indians during the 
Second Seminole War. 
During Indian raids on 
settlers’ cabins, tribes 
were urged (and forced) 
to migrate to reserva-
tions in Arkansas, and 
the tale of the Seminole 
exodus is as sad as that 
of the later Cherokees 
and the ‘’Trail of Tears” 
which led to the settling 
of Oklahoma Territory. 
In the Seminole migra-
tion, Fort Stansbury 
played its part.

The fort is mentioned 
briefly in a description 
by a clergyman (name 
unknown), who was vis-
iting in Tallahassee in 
1841. In an article pub-
lished by Horace Greeley 
in his THE NEW YORK-
ER newspaper for Au-
gust 21 of that year, the 
minister tells of boarding 
the cars of the St Marks 
Railroad and traveling 
ten miles southward be-
fore getting off and be-
ing met by soldiers on 
horseback who take him 
to the fort According to 
his description, the fort 
had originally been a 
settler’s home, and the 
owner had left because 
of the Indians. “This we 
found to be a more de-
sirable residence than 
we could have expected. 
It was a large log house, 
and under the hands of 
the officers it had ac-
quired an appearance 
of refinement. Of course 
I am speaking compar-
atively. I do not wish to 
have it understood that 
in winter or in rainy 
weather one would find 
much protection under a 
roof so open to the sky, 
or from logs which lie so 
invitingly agape for the 
wind to enter.” Neverthe-
less, the visitor enjoyed 
the cool breeze coming 
thru the cracks and did 
not have to suffer the 
inconveniences of bad 
weather.

The clergyman men-
tions also that he had 
arrived on pay day when 
each soldier stepped up 
to a table to receive his 
wages for the month, ap-
parently with little con-
cern.  He is then taken 

by an escort of soldiers 
to the Wakulla River 
where a boat is prepared 
for him to travel up the 
river to its source at 
Wakulla Springs.

For reasons unclear, 
the fort is also close-
ly associated with Port 
Leon, the town founded 
on the St. Marks River 
shortly before it enters 
Apalachee Bay, half-
way between St. Marks 
and the lighthouse. Port 
Leon was a town laid out 
by Territorial Gov. Rich-
ard K. Call beginning 
in 1840 and it was de-
stroyed by a hurricane 
in 1843. The town’s du-
ration was that of the 
fort, and the location of 
Stansbury is about half-
way between Port Leon 
and Tallahassee. An au-
thor named Alonzo de-
Milt wrote in his book, 
“The American Wander-
er”, that his family ar-
rived from New York to 
live at Port Leon in 1840 
and when most of the 
family was wiped out by 
yellow fever that same 
year, he went to see an 
officer at the fort who 
had known his family in 
the North. Troops leav-
ing from Fort Stansbury 
often shipped out from 
Port Leon. There may 
have been some of Ter-
ritorial Gov. Richard K. 
Call’s handiwork in this 
matter, for to encourage 
people to use the exten-
sion of the Tallahassee 
Railroad from St. Marks 
to Port Leon, he refused 
to allow passengers (but 
not freight) to get on or 
off the train at St. Marks 
after a railroad bridge 
had been built from the 
St. Marks across the 
river to Port Leon in 
1839, three years after 
the tram line had been 
constructed from Talla-
hassee to St. Marks. Call 
had also scouted along 
the St. Marks River for 
signs of unrest among 
the Seminoles in the lat-
ter 1830’s, with his aide, 
Prince Archille Murat, 
and may have debated 
the wisdom of putting 
the fort where was locat-
ed.

Probably the most 
interesting and well-
known officer to serve 
at Fort Stansbury was 
Ethan Allen Hitchcock 
(see cover) a New York-
er who spent half a cen-
tury in the service of 
his country and writing 
about it in a book, FIF-
TY YEARS IN CAMP AND 
FIELD. His tale begins 
with the War of 1812, 
involves many frontier 
skirmishes with the Indi-
ans, and concludes with 
his position as a Union 
general in charge of pris-
oner-of-war exchanges 
during the Civil War. He 
was by that time a white-
haired, elderly man.

Col. Hitchcock was 
a scholar and a diarist 
who was called to serve 
at Fort Stansbury in the 
summer of 1842. It took 
him 30 days to travel 
from New York City to 
Tallahassee, going by 
way of Pittsburg, Lex-
ington, Nashville, and 
Macon, and using every 
conveyance of the time, 
including railroad, canal 
boat, steamboat, stage, 
and for the last 100 
miles, horse and wagon. 
On the long journey he 
read the works of Shake-
speare and Plotinus, and 
wrote over 200 pages in 
his diary.

The Yankee officer 
reached Fort Stansbury 
in October, 1842, and 
found the log structure 
in the middle of a field. 
He soon converted the 
former settler’s house 
into a cantonment in 
the form of a parallelo-
gram, with a large area 
for parades and exercis-
es. With him was the U. 
S. Third Army (later Cav-
alry) Regiment, mostly 
northerners, who were 
given such a thorough 
course of instruction and 
so perfected their drills 
that the unit command-
ed attention for years 
and distinguished itself 
in the Mexican War.

Two local companies 
of volunteers also offered 
their services, but Hitch-
cock said he would send 
for them when needed.

In his diary Hitchcock 
noted, “There is some-
thing indescribably sol-
emn and grand in the 
moaning of the wind 
through the tall pines 
among which my post is 
situated.” He has little 
time to say much else, 
for he is called upon to 
persuade a Seminole 
chief, Pascofa, to go with 
his immediate tribe to 
Arkansas.

Pascofa had been 

raiding homesteads 
along the Apalachicola 
River and a particularly 
brutal murder involv-
ing the Perkins family 
in Washington County 
caused settlers to leave 
there in the summer of 
1842. Gov Call appealed 
to Pres. Tyler for help, 
and this was the rea-
son Col. Hitchcock and 
the Third Regiment were 
sent to Fort Stansbury.

However, Hitchcock’s 
negotiations with Pasco-
fa were delicate. The In-
dians, perhaps for good 
reason, thought that mi-
gration meant sending 
them to their deaths, and 
they resisted every effort 
made to repatriate them. 
In order to keep from 
giving away their hide-
outs in the swamps, they 
sometimes killed their 
children to keep them 
from crying out and giv-
ing away their presence. 
Gov. Call’s militia could 
not even locate an Indian 
after the Perkins massa-
cre, but Hitchcock made 
contact with Pascofa and 
said he would meet with 
him at some point safe 
from meddling by set-
tlers or Florida troops.

In January, 1843, 
the two men agreed on 
a location between Fort 
Stansbury and Ocheesee 
north of Apalachicola. 
This was the bank of the 
Ochlockonee River, and 
Hitchcock arrived there 
by steamboat to confer 
with the tribal leader. 
When Hitchcock pointed 
out with obvious sincer-
ity that Pascofa’s tribe 
would be taken by boat 
nearly the whole way to 
Arkansas and given new 
land beyond the settlers’ 
reach, and no one would 
be mistreated, Pascofa 
was finally won over. His 
band of Seminoles were 
taken to Cedar Keys on 
the steamboat “William 
Gaston” and from there 

went to New Orleans and 
up the Mississippi River 
to Arkansas.

Col. Hitchcock re-
turned to Fort Stans-
bury were he wrote that 
he had “four companies 
in log huts and six in 
tents”, more than 600 
at full strength. Gov. 
Call gave him a party in 
Tallahassee, along with 
his officers, in February 
with several hundred 
people in attendance. 
In March Hitchcock and 
the Third Infantry, their 
job in Florida completed, 
were transferred to the 
Jefferson Barracks near 
St. Louis, and then were 
shipped the same route 
as that taken by Pascofa 
and his tribe the month 
before.

John Sprague, one 
of the best chroniclers 
of the Seminole Wars, 
spent some time at Fort 
Stansbury, but does not 
remember it with much 
fondness. Met were wet 
to the skin from hack-
ing their way thru the 
swamps, after which the 
burning sun dried them 
out before they became 
wet again, with the re-
sult that many soldiers 
suffered from fever and 
dysentery. Sprague 
mentions that the first 
casualty at Fort Stans-
bury occurred among 
the enlisted men.

Most of the archae-
ological work at Fort 
Stansbury has been 
done by Stanley Olson 
of Tallahassee under 

the auspices of the ar-
chaeology department 
at Florida State Univer-
sity. Working through 
the early 1960’s and de-
scribing his finds in the 
fourth quarterly issue 
of “American Antiqui-
ty” for 1965, Dr. Olsen 
stated that he found no 
fort burial ground, but 
turned up uniform but-
tons made of cast pew-
ter, from outfits obvi-
ously outdated that had 
been issued to the men. 
An eight-foot fireline 
plowed through the area 
also uncovered broken 
pieces of black glass and 
clay pipestems. A jack-
et button of the Artillery 
Corps indicates the fort 
may have been equipped 
with some heavy guns. 
Navy personnel com-
ing into Port Leon or St. 
Marks may have stopped 
at the fort, for a brass 
button of a U. S. naval 
officer was also located. 

But for all its rele-
vance to the Seminole 
Wars, there is little left to 
tell of Stansbury as the 
second most important 
fort in Wakulla County.

ain.

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society 
Museum is in the Old 
Jail at 24 High Drive in 
Crawfordville. We are 
open to the public on 
Thursdays and Fridays, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

By Elizabeth Smith.  Originally published in the January 1969 issue of the Magnolia Monthly.

Fort Stansbury was under the command of Lt. Colonel 
Ethan Allen Hitchcock from October 1842 until January 
13, 1843. He was a general when this photo was taken in 

1850.

OH LAODICEANS
The Amen, The Faithful, and True
Writes His word to me, and you.

I would that thou wert cold or hot,
Thou sayest “im rich”

But thou art not!
When I come into the church

What do I find?
Oh wretched, miserable, poor and blind!

I counseled thee to buy of me
Gold tried in the fire

So that you would be set apart
From the lost, from the swine in the mire!

Thy nakedness adds to your shame
Should you and this world,

Be one in the same?
Be zealous! therefore repent! repent!

Should The Lord thy God relent?
Behold, I stand at the door and knock
Is this my church, I built on the rock?

Open the door and I will come in,
To deliver thy nakedness,

From all thy sin.
I will sup with you,
And you with me,

The Father, The Son, The Holy Spirit
Us all in unity

Overcometh! sit with me in my throne,
Bring all with you,

And sing my praises
The salvation song!
OH LAODICIANS

Do you have ears to hear?
My Holy Spirit to the church

Put on, put on
The white raiment of worth! Tony Duncan

-All Glory Given to Jesus 
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Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

All of your fencing 
needs and more…Good Fences....

  Good Neighbors LLC
Licensed & Insured

(850) 926-9455
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

WOOD • VINYL • CHAIN LINK • ALUMINUM

LE@GoodFencesGoodNeighbors.com

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

• Small Engine Repair • Automotive Repairs
• Tire Sales & Service • Carport & Portable Building Sales

Spears Engines & Tires
Est. 1978

Spring Special
Mention this ad –Get 10% OFF Mower Blades

850-926-2338
3211 Crawfordville Hwy. 32327

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

MICHAEL COLLINS
Home Energy Consultant

954.732.0768
michaelcollins@theprocompanies.com

goadtsolar.com 

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

SERVICES

SALES & RENTALS

Harvey & SonS enterpriSeS

850–661–4194

Land 
Clearing

Locally Owned & Operated by Shawn Harvey

22 YearS experienCe

• Fill Sand & Topsoil
• Rock • Road Base

• Debris Removal 
• Driveways

• Culverts 
• Ponds 

CAC#1822950

- Free Estimates
- Maintenance Plans
- Quality Pricing

- SameDay Service
- All Makes and Models
- Excellent Service

Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!Keep it Cool!

850-510-0140

AAA AAA

Critter Ridder
24/7

Dead or Alive Animal Removal
24 Hour Emergency Service

Shay Roberts
(850) 321-4178 (850) 528-1404

Licensed and Insured
Check us ou on facebook!

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 

more, please contact Kara 
Walker at (850) 878-5310.

HELP WANTED

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

49 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

We Are Open…
One Healing Hand LLC

3295 Crawfordville Hwy.
Suite 2

Crawfordville, F L 32327
Accepting New Patients! 
850-745-8886 
30 years Exp. • 14 years in IM 

Billy Haynie
Owner/Operator

Licensed & Insured (850) 363-6941 10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
37 YEARS

MED TECH
SISSY JONES - MED TECH

Home Health Care
Specializing: 

Dementia / Alzheimers. 
Homemaker / Companion
Errands / Transportation

Light housekeeping
Personal Care  850-933-9162
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A pair of damsel� ies who dropped in for a visit with the author.

By ERIK LOVESTRAND

One thing about na-
ture that you can be 
sure of is, you ain’t 
seen nothin yet. Just 
around that next cor-
ner is something that 
you have never seen 
before in your life. It 
doesn’t matter if you 
are the most seasoned, 
highly educated nat-
uralist on the plan-
et. There are oodles of 
delightful discoveries 
that you have yet to 
make. Sometimes you 
happen upon them in 
your roaming about. 
Other times they just 

come to you. That was 
the case with the two 
damselflies pictured 
with this article. Now, 
I have seen plenty of 
damselflies before and 
even observed them 
flying in tandem with 
the male’s tail tip at-
tached near the fe-
male’s head. However, 
I had never before ob-
served a mating pair 
completely “hooked-
up” like this. Literally 
out of the blue, they 
landed on my knee 
while I was sitting by 
the pool. Without even 
thinking about the fact 
that it might be consid-
ered a rude invasion 
of privacy, I whipped 
out my cell phone and 
got a decent pic (darn 
paparazzi are every-
where).

With the world of 
information available 
at our fingertips, it 
didn’t take long to find 

an explanation for the 
heart-shaped mating 
configuration of these 
winged beauties. Once 
the male has attached 
to the female’s head or 
prothorax, she bends 
here abdomen down 
and connects the tip of 
her tail under the base 
of his abdomen. This 
is where she is able to 
collect his gametes that 
will fertilize her eggs. 
Shortly after mating, 
she will deposit her 
eggs somewhere near 
or in the water so her 
hatching larvae have 
access to the aquat-
ic environment where 
they will live until they 
emerge as adults.

This particular spe-
cies of damselfly has 
several different col-
or morphs. It seems 
that there is a genetic 
component to this fea-
ture but there is also a 
time factor. As they go 

through life, they ex-
hibit color changes re-
lated to their age also. I 
have observed orange, 
copper, blue, and 
green colored individu-
als. The biology and life 
history of damselflies 
is much more com-
plex than what I have 
shared here, of course. 

Some scientists have 
made careers of col-
lecting data and learn-
ing about this fascinat-
ing group of insects. I 
wonder, however, if it 
was not a detailed fact 
that sparked their cu-
riosity to learn more, 
but instead an en-
counter with a heart-

shaped pair of beauti-
ful, winged jewels that 
came to them out of 
the blue one day.

Erik Lovestrand is a 
UF/IFAS regional Sea 
Grant agent in Wakul-
la, Franklin and Gulf 
counties.

Damselfl y love

 

The Rotary Club of Wakulla presents

wakullarotary@yahoo.com

https://qrco.de/bfFme0

Get Your 
Tickets Now!

https://qrco.de/bfFme0

Saturday September 21st, 2024
5-11PM

Saturday September 21st, 2024

Individual Tickets 
& Tables Available
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By AL HARTMAN
The Old Pro

Hi, you all. Is it 
hot enough for you? 
It is for the fish too. 

If you don’t get 
there early you 
missed the bite. 
When that water 
warms up they are 
upriver in a hole. 

When you find a 
hole, drift through 
it. If you start catch-
ing drop anchor. 
Live bait, minnows 
or shrimp work 
best, but gigs or cut 
bait will still get you 
some fish. If you 
don’t want to go up 
river head offshore 
to deeper waters 
and catch reef fish. 
You need a permit, 
but it’s free from 
FWC.com.

Spinylobster sea-
son started Aug. 6 
and runs until Mar. 
31. Most people go 
down south but they 
are in the Gulf in our 
deep waters. And 
I have seen some 
monsters. Bulldozer 
lobsters are plenti-
ful and there is no 
limit on them. You 
just have to know 
what to look for to 
find them.

Gulf Amber-
jack season has 
changed. It is Sept. 
1, not  Aug. 1. be-
cause they have 
been overfished. 

If you are in the 
Lionfish challenge 
be aware it closes 
Sept. 2.

Well, get out there 
if you can handle 
the heat. Stay hy-
drated, wear your 
safety vest and keep 
an eye on your pas-
sengers.

Happy Hunting 
and Fishing.

Al Hartman can 
be contacted at red-
manldpg@aol.com.

The Old Pro

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone

Turn to Page 3
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Partly Cloudy
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Sunrise 6:54 AMSunset 8:33 PM
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Hi: 89º Lo: 76º   41%
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non-profi t supports law enforcement offi cers injured on the job

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.

Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 
after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.

Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 
unsuccessful.

According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 
been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
Page 13

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.

 Harvey had been set 
to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.

He is scheduled for 
sentencing on Sept. 7.

Harvey is charged 
with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.

Assistant State Attor-
ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.

The matter started af-
ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 

But the Rotary incident 
prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.

The staff member went 
to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.

 In April 2020, Harvey 
was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.

During the FDLE in-
vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.

Asked by the news-
paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.

Harvey’s statutory 
salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.

Harvey had done 
payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping; a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses, high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.

Names and other details were not released by 
the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.

The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 
the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.

“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 
be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.

“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.

But it also could mean a short-term increase 
in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.

Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-
ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.

The state announced last month that a “road-
killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for Musical
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Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.

Florida’s Gulf Coast is 
the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.

According to prelim-
inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.

March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SOPCHOPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 

Editor

The resentencing of 

Guerry Wayne Hertz and 

Jason Looney on mur-

der charges is sched-

uled to get underway on 

June 19 with jury selec-

tion.
The question before 

jurors will be whether 

or not Hertz and Looney 

should be sentenced to 

death for the 1997 mur-

ders of Melanie King 

and Keith Spears. At 

their 1999 trial, Hertz 

and Looney were found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree murder 

and, by a vote of 10-2, 

the jury recommended 

death, which was or-

dered by the court.

(A third man involved 

in the murders, Jim-

my Dempsey, testified 

against Hertz and Loo-

ney at the trial in ex-

change for a sentence of 

life in prison.)

The only issue be-

fore the jurors will be 

whether to recommend 

a death sentence. The 

guilt of Hertz and Loo-

ney is not at issue, and 

they will never be re-

leased from prison even 

if a jury recommends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, there was 

not a requirement in 

Florida for a unanimous 

jury verdict for a death 

sentence. The case was 

sent back for a re-do of 

the death penalty phase 

and has been pending 

for several years.

In this year’s Legisla-

tive session, in response 

to the lack of a unan-

imous jury verdict for 

the death penalty at the 

trial of Parkland High 

School shooter Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida lawmakers 

changed the standard to 

an 8-4 vote for death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Hertz, noted 

at a docket sounding 

hearing on Wednesday, 

June 7, that the de-

fense team had antic-

ipated a change in the 

law on jury verdicts, but 

had anticipated the law 

would go into effect on 

Oct. 1 – which is why 

the defense had agreed 

to set the resentencing 

for June 19. The Flori-

da Legislature made the 

change in jury verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears-King murders 25 years ago, will have a re-do of the death penalty phase of their trial
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Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

Warned by their accountant that they are facing 

financial ruin if they don’t do something, St. Marks 

City Commissioners voted to raise sewer rates 

75% – which would translate to a $46 increase 

per month on residential utility bills.

It was roughly estimated that the increase 

would translate into an additional $183,000 into 

the city’s utility fund.

City commissioners voted 3-1 for the increase, 

with the motion made by Dan Albers, seconded 

by Paula Bell, and supported by Mayor Paul 

Sheddan. Steve Remke was the lone vote against 

the increase. Remke had made a motion earlier 

for a 50% increase that was seconded by Bell for 

discussion and was ultimately voted down 1-3. 

City Commission Sharon Rudd was absent due 

to illness.
The meeting room at City Hall was full of citizens 

on Thursday, June 8, but none seemed especially 

upset by the sharp increase in rates. 

One citizen did suggest that there must be mon-

ey to cut, and Mayor Sheddan appeared irritated 

at the comment. The mayor replied that city com-

missioners had cut everything they could think of, 

but there was no way to make enough financial 

cuts to get out of the problem. Several residents 

in the audience suggested just going ahead with 

a 100% increase to get the pain over with.

It was noted that the city had been slow to raise 

its utility rates – there had only been a 12% in-

crease over the past several years, which wouldn’t 

be enough to keep up with inflation.

As part of financial cuts, the city commission 

has cut the pay of City Manager Zoe Mansfield and 

Ethel Jefferson by going to a four-day workweek.

Mayor Sheddan was also prepared at the 

meeting to suggest a reorganization of city staff 

by removing Public Works from under the city  

manager, and altering the title of the city manager 

to administrative manager.

City Attorney Ron Mowrey told Sheddan that the 

city charter refers specifically to a city manager 

position and duties. He said interference by city 

commissioners in the city manager’s duties was a 

first-degree misdemeanor. Mowrey told Sheddan 

that the change he was proposing would require 

advertising and then a referendum for city voters 

to approve.
Sheddan appeared disappointed in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’s last meeting as city attorney. 

He had represented St. Marks for many years. 

He told city commissioners that he had prac-

ticed law for 54 years and would turn 80 in the 

summer, saying it was time for him to retire.

In another matter, Shadrach Hines of the St. 

Marks Waterfronts committee announced the 

group had raised enough money for Fourth of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said the city’s first community mar-

ket was a success. The next one is set for June 

24 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Robyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

The Wakulla Springs 

Alliance made a pitch 

to the county’s Charter 

Review Committee for a 

proposed ballot initiative 

that would expand the 

Wakulla Springs pro-

tection area or create 

a Spring Creek special 

planning area.

The Charter Review 

Committee has been 

meeting over the past 

few months to look at 

possible changes to the 

county’s governing doc-

ument. It is required to 

be reviewed every 10 

years.
Chad  Hanson ,  a 

member of the Wakulla 

Springs Alliance, did a 

PowerPoint presentation 

at the Charter Review 

Committee’s meeting on 

Tuesday, June 6 at the 

community center.

Hanson’s presenta-

tion went through the 

historical degradation 

of the springs due to 

nitrogen in groundwater 

from septic systems and 

the City of Tallahassee’s 

Tram Road sprayfield. 

It reached the point 

in 2008 that the state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologically im-

paired.”
Hanson noted that 

there has been some 

recovery in recent years, 

“but it’s nowhere near 

where it should be.”

The implications of 

expanding the zone 

would be, for vulnerable 

areas in the basin map, 

which includes much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater treatment 

standards for septic 

tanks, with sewer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as two units 

per acre on septic, or no 

more than five units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map amendments 

for  more than 1 unit 

on 2 acres (on sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS) without 

enforceable development 

agreement.
Some members of the 

Charter Review Com-

mittee questioned if 

expanding the springs 

protection zone was an 

appropriate issue – with 

committee member An-

drew Riddle, who also 

chairs the county plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson is also 

a member), asked if it 

wasn’t more properly an  

issue to be addressed 

in the county’s compre-

hensive plan. Riddle also 

questioned the impact of 

such a change on county 

building regulations.

Committee member 

John Shuff noted that 

the Wakulla Springs ba-

sin encompasses 1,300 

square miles – much of 

which is in Leon Coun-

ty – and questioned why 

Leon doesn’t help shoul-

der the burden of clean-

ing up the 7,000 septic 

tanks in its jurisdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz went forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expansion of 

the springs protection 

zone as a ballot question 

– and the motion was 

seconded by committee 

member David Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell expressed 

disappointment at the 

motion and said it should 

properly be brought up 

on next month’s agenda 

as new business. Artz 

withdrew her motion.

At the end of the meet-

ing, County Administra-

tor David Edwards ex-

pressed his opinion that 

expansion of the springs 

protection zone would 

have major implications. 

He pointed to the im-

pact on the Crawfordville 

Town Plan and said the 

change would take the 

county’s zoning regula-

tions and toss them out 

the window.
“It would paralyze the 

county from a growth 

perspective,” Edwards 

said.
The issue of DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$35 per 

year
in county

Greetings Wakulla citizens 
and thank you for your time 
today! When you think of 
“treasure”, what comes 
to your mind? Probably 
something like...diamonds, 
coins, pearls and maybe 
some rare literature or 
paintings? Notice the word 
in the title... “Redeemed?” 
well, some would say that 
IS a treasure. Let us dive 
in this shall we?! 
 In Proverbs 2:4-5 it is 
written “If you seek her 
as silver, And search 
for her as for hidden 
treasures; Then you 
will discern the fear of 
the LORD, And discov-
er the knowledge of 
God.” So, you were willed 
some old documents that 
are very old and worn. You 
read them and discover 
that these papers show 
you now own proper-
ty somewhere and it is 
rumored that your lineage 
attached to said property 
buried their valuables, 
no banks around at that 
time. The property never 
was built on, still totally 
raw earth. You then would 
be VERY ENCOURAGED 
to go to that property 
and investigate it, wouldn’t 
you say?! 
 You then would spend your 
time and money “looking 
or seeking” for that said 

“treasure,” makes total 
sense right? Now back 
to the word in the title, 
“Redeemed.” The defi-
nition of the word “re-
deemed” is 1) Granted 
redemption or salvation 2) 
Saved from the bondage 
of sin. WOW!! The web’s 
dictionary lines up with 
what God say’s IT IS!! In 
God’s Word it is written 
in Ephesians 1:7 “In 
Him we have redemp-
tion through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches 
of His grace,.” This con-
tinues through verse 12. 
Now this IS TREASURE 
as in Proverbs 2:4-5! 
 As in Proverbs 2:4-5, 
the Word speaks about 
discerning the fear of 
the LORD as part of this 
fabulous Treasure as well. 
To “discern” the fear of 
the LORD is to use good 
judgement in what you see 
and wisdom to be able to 
act accordingly. The “fear” 
is not for you to be afraid 
of Him, be in awe of Him! 
Because when you screw 
up, and you will, the Cross, 
the Blood the LAMB shed 
for you on that Cross, 
caused you to be able to 
ask Jesus to be The LORD 
of your life! God then im-
mediately sends His own 
Spirit to live in you! He is 

the One that will guide you 
and help you when you 
screw up so that you will 
not live in sin! He, Holy 
Spirit will convict your 
heart to REPENT until you 
REPENT! If you do not...
uh oh!! God turned His 
own back to Jesus while 
on that very Cross when 
Jesus TOOK EVERY SIN 
MAN WOULD COMMIT 
and HAD COMMITTED, 
such as the curse Adam 
and EVE caused! Jesus 
became sin that NEVER 
SINNED!! EVER!! So, if 
you stay in sin do you think 
God will not turn His back 
on you??  
 This is where His grace 
comes in!! The Holy Spirit 
WILL REMIND YOU of 
what sin needs repentance 
that you may be in! His 
sweet, soft voice will speak 
to you, not as in a thought 
that pops in your head. No, 
His voice will cause you to 
listen inwardly, like “did 
you hear that”? But it is you 
asking you if you heard it! 
He IS AMAZING! The Holy 
Spirit will NEVER condemn 
you, try to guilt you! Guilt 
and condemnation are sa-
tan’s tools! The Holy Spirit 
will ALWAYS LEAD YOU 
TO JESUS! 
 Do not be afraid of God! 
He has set you up for 
success if you will meet 

His requirements. Re-
member Proverbs 2:4-5, 
starts out by giving you 
something to do, “If you 
seek”, see? You have stuff 
to do, and boy will you be 
BLESSED by doing what 
He requires!!! Think of your 
Bible as a “TREASURE 
Map,” you will become 
such a contagious child of 
God that Wakulla County 
will be blessed as well! 
Everyone will want WHO 
you have my friend!  
Be encouraged, 
Deb Quimby-Quacken-
bush, tobe7encouraged@
gmail.com 
If you do not know Jesus and 
want to, say this out loud and 
believe... 
 Romans 10: 13 for “Everyone 
who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.”  
“Jesus, I am a sinner I know, 
I repent and turn away from 
all that I did as a sinner. I 
believe in faith that God 
sent You to be my sin on the 
Cross, to cleanse me from 
all my sin and now make me 
new. I believe You died and 
rose on the 3rd day so that I 
may live and become Your 
Righteousness. I now give 
you my life and live for You! 
By God’s Grace I am now 
Born Again. Your next step 
is to be water baptized (1 
Peter 3:21, 1 Corinthians 
6:11) CONGRATULATIONS!

tobe7encouraged faith column
Let the Redeemed of The LORD say so...
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Tuesday, 
September 24

5:30 P.M. – 6:30 P.M.
RSVP by 

Thursday, September 19
Light Refreshments

SEPTEMBER  WORKSHOP
History of the Market During 
Election Years

   Presenter :
VINNY MINUTOLO, CFS

Limited Seating
RSVP Required

Vinny is a Regional Vice President and 
Retirement Consultant with with Allianz Life 

located in Central & North Florida. He’s been 
in the Financial Industry since 2007 and has 

worked for companies such as Lincoln and 
Franklin Templeton. He graduated from 
USF with a degree in Finance in 2006 
and lives with his wife and two dogs in 
Tampa. 

Political conversations can be deeply personal and emotional to many people. It’s often diff icult 
to separate politics from economics and the financial markets. This presentation will  help you 
understand some historical data about different political outcomes and their effect (or lack 
of effect) on the markets. 

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or 
services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth. Osaic Wealth does not provide tax or legal advice. 

(850) 926-7487 www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com

139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FLGuard ~ Plan ~ Invest

It All Starts With A Conversationn

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

Your Hometown Financial Advisors

Jordan   Brian    Megan
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