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Historical Apalachicola offers both fresh and saltwater fishing, ecotourism, scalloping, 
birding and historic downtown shopping and dining area and less than 1 hour from Panama 
City Beach and 2 hours from Tallahassee. Coastal town is also short driving distance from 
the pristine white beaches of St. George Island, Cape San Blas, Mexico and WindMark 
Beach in Port St. Joe.

We Pride Ourselves on Cleanliness 
& Good Old Fashioned Friendliness.
We Pride Ourselves on Cleanliness 
& Good Old Fashioned Friendliness. 
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Eat MO’ 
Mullet! 

Live Music 
Every Sunday

In the Heart of “Old Florida”In the Heart of “Old Florida”
Located in Newport, FL on Scenic Route US 98

Just over the bridge from the Newport Campground

- Oysters                    
Fresh & Shucked to Order

- Fresh Smoked Mullet           
Smoked on Site

- Hand Picked Mullet Dip
- Homemade Prepared Dishes 

Made with Love

Extensive Beer List

for the Beer Lover in YOU!

Eat MO’ 
OYSTER BAR AND GRILL

(850) 925-6448 • www.OuztsToo.com
7968 Coastal Hwy. U.S. Hwy. 98 Newport Florida
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Welcome to Wakulla County

Welcome to the Gulf Coast Breeze

Interested in advertising? Contact Lynda at The Wakulla Sun
(850) 962-8019 or lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

Welcome to Wakulla County, on Florida’s Forgotten Coast.
Wakulla County has so much to offer visitors – an unspoiled coastline, Old Flor-

ida fishing villages, Wakulla Springs, state and national forests, the St. Marks Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. 

There’s recreational opportunities for freshwater and saltwater fishing, boating, 
biking, birding, swimming – or visiting some of the historic sites, such as the St. 
Marks Lighthouse, the remains of the old Spanish Fort San Marcos in St. Marks, 
the old mineral springs in Panacea, or the restored railroad depot in Sopchoppy.

While you’re visiting, stop by our local restaurants for some fresh seafood or 
down home cooking. 

 This visitors guide only touches the surface of what Wakulla County has to offer 
– including its unspoiled natural beauty.  

For more information on Wakulla County, go to visitwakulla.com.
For more on news and events in Wakulla County, pick up a copy of The Wakulla 

Sun, or check out our website at thewakullasun.com.

We took the name of our visitors guide from one of 
the old newspapers – the Gulf Coast Breeze, founded 
in May 1897 by R. Don McLeod Jr., the son of Judge 
R. Don McLeod Sr. – he of the legendary court rul-
ing dealing with fishing for mullet  that, because mul-
let have gizzards like chickens, they are fowl not fish 
and therefore exempt from state fishing regulations. 

There’s a monument to the judge’s ruling in Hudson 
Park, and it’s why a mullet tops the old courthouse 
weathervane. 

According to local historian Betty Green, McLeod 
Jr. was only 14 years old when he started the Gulf 
Coast Breeze.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher 

The Wakulla Sun

Cover photo by Gerald Brown.

Production Manager/IT
Eric Stanton

estanton@thewakullasun.com

Circulation 
Krystal Sheppard

circulation@thewakullasun.com

Sales & Marketing 
Lynda Kinsey

lkinsey@thewakullasun.com

Reporter 
Legion Taylor

reporter@thewakullasun.com

Correspondent 
Riddhi Patel
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LEE TRAILER SALES
3922 Crawfordville Road

Tallahassee, FL 32305
leetrailersales@comcast.net         850.878.0788

Lee Trailer Sales 
Authorized Dealer for 
American Landmaster

LEETRAILERS.COM

AMERICAN MADE, BUILT FOR YOU

THE UTV THAT DOES MORE, 
BECAUSE IT STANDS FOR MORE

GAS AND ELECTRIC VEHICLES.
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40 plus Years of Experience

850-926-8008

Inspired by the untamed and unwavering 
lands in which we live.

Proud Donors of 
Tunnel to Towers

JESSICA JOHNSON
Realtor

850-264-0884
Jessica@OysterandOak.com

Maggie Greene
Realtor

850-559-2612
Maggie@OysterandOak.com

BOB DANZEY
Broker

850-509-9090
Bob@OysterandOak.com

LISA DANZEY
Realtor  (5472)

850-567-LISA 
Lisa@OysterandOak.com
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Welcome to our Inn 
- Melissa & John 803 Port Leon Drive, Saint Marks, Florida sweetmagnoliainn.com

Great Staycation 
Destination

Florida PInk Suite

Seaside Suite Shagra La Suite Sailor Suite

Panhandle Suite Mermaid Suite Relaxing Front Porch

18 Miles from 
FSU
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St. Marks Lighthouse

When you’re in Wakulla, 
here’s some places to visit: 

The St. Marks Lighthouse is 179 years old, the sec-
ond oldest lighthouse in Florida. It’s 87 feet tall, 
and the foundation is 12 feet deep on solid rock 

— the first tower was built in 1830 and it was structurally 
unstable, as was the second. The tower built in 1842, three 
years before Florida became a state, still stands because 
they used hard rock from the Spanish fort built in the 
1600s at the confluence of the Wakulla and St. Marks 
rivers.

The U.S. Coast Guard transferred ownership of the lighthouse in 
October 2013 to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which operates 
the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge.

You can visit the lighthouse and tour the lighthouse keepers’ quar-
ters. Admission fees to the refuge apply. Contact the refuge at (850) 
925-6121 for information.
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Photo by Sean Ogden
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Photo by Richard Brunck from the book “Art and Marble in a Florida Swamp: A New Deal for Wakulla” by Madeleine Hirsiger-Carr

The painted beams in the historic Wakulla Springs Lodge.

The historic Wakulla Springs Lodge at Wakulla Springs State Park was built in the 1930s by Ed Ball.

Wakulla Springs
Photo by Sean Ogden
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The observation deck at Wakulla Springs with a boat tour of the river.

In 1937, a few years following Edward 
Ball’s purchase of the Wakulla Spring prop-
erty, The Lodge at Wakulla Springs was built 
featuring a Mediterranean Revival architec-
tural style. The lodge itself is two stories, and 
still serves as a hotel today. 

The main lobby features a fireplace, mar-
ble-topped checker tables, an “Old Joe” ex-
hibit about a famous alligator who was trag-
ically murdered, and an overall grand and 
historic ambiance. There is a glass enclosed 
space looking out towards the springs, a 
restaurant, and a giftshop. Within the gift-
shop is a space to purchase snacks and ice 
cream/soda creations, and according to the 
official brochure about the Edward Ball 

Wakulla Springs State Park, the marble 
counter is one of the longest in the world. 
The ceilings of the lobby include extensive 
designs featuring wildlife and folk art.

The lodge is surrounded by the state park 
which includes walking trails, guided boat 
tours, a swimming area, scenic views, and 
plenty of local flora and fauna. As of 1993, 
The state park as a whole was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places and des-
ignated as a National Natural Landmark. 
For more information about the Lodge at 
Wakulla Springs, which is located at 550 
Wakulla Park Dr., visit www.thelodgeat-
wakullasprings.com.

Photo by Sean Ogden
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Prior to the arrival of Europeans, the land 
which is currently the San Marcos de Apalache 
Historic State Park, was inhabited by the 
Apalachee. Eventually around 1660, years after 
Spanish explorers first arrived in Florida, Fort 
San Marcos de Apalache was built as a Spanish 
fortification in St. Marks at the Wakulla and St. 
Marks river junction. 

Over the years, the fort faced pirate raids, and 
changed hands from the Spaniards to the Brit-
ish to the Americans. The fort has been around 
for the Revolutionary War and the Civil War. 
From raids and battles to hurricanes, there 
were many reasons why the fort needed repair 
and restoration often. Eventually, the Spanish 
rebuilt the fort and made it out of limestone 
instead of wood – some of the limestone fort 
ruins can still be seen in the state park today. 
A museum is located above some of the ruins 

in which visitors can find the information pro-
vided above and more including timelines, ar-
tifacts, a video, interactive displays, dioramas, 
and a plethora of history about the fort and the 
people who inhabited the area.

The fort, which was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1966, is currently 
a set of ruins which lies within a state park lo-
cated at 148 Old Fort Road. In addition to the 
museum, the fort ruins are surrounded by the 
park, a self-guided interpretive trail, a picnic 
area, and scenic views. The park is open Thurs-
day through Monday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and though there is no entrance fee for the 
park, there is a $2 admission fee for the muse-
um. More information can be found at https://
www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/
san-marcos-de-apalache-historic-state-park.

Fort San Marcos

A museum is built on the limestone ruins of the old Spanish fort at the confluence of the Wakulla and St. Marks rivers.



Gulf Coast Breeze Wakulla Visitors Guide    – 13 –

W E L C O M E S   Y O U

CITYOFSTMARKS.COM

 ~ ENJOY ~
One of the Oldest Ports in Florida

 Bike Trails 

 Boat Ramp

 Fishing & Kayaking

 Wakulla River Park

 St. Marks River Park

Historic St. Marks                              
De Apalache Museum & Park

 River Walk Trail

Gateway to the St. Marks Lighthouse 
and National Wildlife Refuge.



– 14 –    Gulf Coast Breeze Wakulla Visitors Guide

The mullet 
weathervane on 
the old wooden 
courthouse in 
Crawfordville.

Photo by Lynda Kinsey
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Sopchoppy Depot
Originally built around 1891 as a part of the Carra-

belle, Tallahassee and Georgia (CT&G) Railroad, the 
Historic Sopchoppy Depot is a reflection of the place 
that railroads held within the history of Sopchoppy 
and Wakulla County as a whole. According to Depot 
Committee member Nelson Martin, much of the town 
was surveyed and laid out around the Depot. He said, 
by 1905, “It really became the center of commerce in 
the whole county.”

Around 1906, the Depot was bought by the Georgia, 
Florida and Alabama (GF&A) Railroad. According to 
Martin, the depot ended its tenure with the railroad 
in the 1940s, and it was used by Myron Hodge as a 
grocery store with a gas pump in the 1960s and then 
a warehouse for a beekeeper. Around 1993, Martin 
started the Gopher, Frog and Alligator Corporation, 
based on the what the GF&A Railroad was referred to 
as, and purchased the depot.

Eventually, through a federal program and grant, 
the ownership of the depot was transferred to the City 
of Sopchoppy – the Sopchoppy Depot was restored 
by around 2010 and is maintained by the city. “It re-
ally gifted it to the community,” said Martin about the 

grant.
The building, located at 34 Rose St., was added to 

the National Register of Historic Places around late 
2017. About the building itself, Martin noted that the 
double scalloped siding is unique and that the decks 
were built to the same height as a boxcar so people 
could easily enter and exit the trains. Pigs, benches, 
and barrels with names of common supplies that were 
transported on the trains were added to the exterior 
of the building. For years, the Depot has featured a 
wood shingle roof; however, it was recently changed 
to a metal roof.

Inside the building is a museum on the history of 
the Depot and of Sopchoppy. Within the museum, 
there is an original typewriter, a 1928 Depot Agent’s 
Manual, part of the original telegraph, and more. Out-
side the depot bathrooms, is an installed mural of a 
train and information about its history.

Martin said the museum is definitely open on Sop-
choppy Community Market Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., and that they hope to start opening again every 
Saturday – they may be able to accommodate other 
times by appointment.

The Sopchoppy Depot is the last surviving depot on the rail line of the old GF&A Railroad.

Photo by Riddhi Patel



– 16 –    Gulf Coast Breeze Wakulla Visitors Guide

Historical Markers

Historical markers highlight stories and provide a 
snapshot of the history that took place at or near a 
particular location. Wakulla County is home to a rich 
history and many historical markers that work to pre-
serve and share that history with visitors and locals 
alike. From towns and buildings to events, parks, and 
trails – historical markers erected by a variety of enti-
ties have been placed at locations of historical signifi-
cance throughout the county. Here are a few markers 
to look out for during your visit or journey through 
Wakulla County.

FATAL B-17 CRASH ON ST. MARKS NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE

A historical marker titled “Fatal B-17 Crash on St. 
Marks National Wildlife Refuge” can be discovered 
deep within the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge 
along Lighthouse Road. This is the place to stop, have 
a picnic at the picnic tables, and enjoy the beauty 
and serenity of the Refuge at the aptly named Picnic 
Pond while reflecting on a historical event that had 
occurred nearby.

The historical marker which was declared as a 
Florida Historical Site and erected by the St. Marks 
National Wildlife Refuge, The Friends of St. Marks 
Wildlife Refuge, and the Florida Department of State 
in 2020 shares the story of the crash, the story of the 
sole survivor post-crash, and the names of the nine 
individuals who did not survive the crash. 

The marker highlights the following story of the 
B-17 crash that occurred on July 30, 1944. One of 
thirteen B-17s from the 325th Bomber Squadron 
completing a mock-bombing exercise experienced 
structural failure and broke apart during a severe 
thunderstorm – the plane’s wreckage falling into the 
Refuge. The sole survivor of the crash had parachuted 
into the Refuge and trudged through swampland be-
fore finding a passerby and his horse, who took him to 

Lighthouse Road – from which the survivor was able 
to make his way to the Coast Guard station at the St. 
Marks Lighthouse.

The St. Marks Lighthouse is a historical building of 
note that can be found further down Lighthouse Road 
toward the coast, and it is home to a historical marker 
of its own which shares some key historical moments 
in the story of the lighthouse. 

SITE OF THE FORMER TOWN OF MAGNOLIA

The entrance to the Newport Campground, found 
across from Coastal Highway immediately opposite 

Story & Photos By RIDDHI PATEL

The markers tell stories of some of Wakulla County’s rich history
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the entrance to Lighthouse Road, is home to a his-
torical marker commemorating a former town called 
Magnolia. The 1975 marker was sponsored by the 
Wakulla County Bicentennial Committee and the 
Florida Department of State. 

According to the sign, Magnolia was a town found-
ed in 1827 and located along the St. Marks River, two 
miles north of the Newport Campground. It was a 
port town that flourished in the early 1830s only to be 
eventually abandoned due to the climate, navigational 
struggles, and the success of nearby St. Marks. 

Located near the Newport Campground and the 
Newport Park Boat Ramp, the marker is a great stop 
to learn more about the long abandoned, yet key his-
torical town.

PORT LEON

The City of St. Marks is home to many of Wakulla’s 

historical markers including markers commemorat-
ing the city itself, Bo Lynn’s Grocery, the Tallahassee–
St. Marks Railroad, the St. Marks Bike Trail Park, and 
the town of Port Leon. 

Funded by the Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection Office of Greenways and Trails, the 
Port Leon historical marker, located near Riverside 
Café along the St. Marks River, shares the history of a 
former Wakulla town that existed between 1838 and 
1843. One side of the sign, which depicts the former 
lattice design bridge over the St. Marks River, indi-
cates that the town was actually across the river and 
two miles south of the historical marker itself.

The back of the historical marker includes a series 
of passages that share the history of Port Leon and 
what remains today. Eventually, Port Leon residents 
would move to Newport and the railroad terminus 
would move to St. Marks following a hurricane, how-
ever, while Port Leon existed, it was a growing port 
town, business hub, and railroad terminus that played 
a key role as Wakulla County’s first county seat fol-
lowing the county’s establishment in 1843.

THE OLD STORE ON THE WAKULLA RIVER

The Fort San Marcos De Apalache in St. Marks is 
a national historic landmark that is home to multiple 
historic markers within the state park itself. 

Outside of the park’s bounds near the adjacent St. 
Marks Boat Ramp is a historical marker funded by the 
St. Marks Stone Crab Festival to commemorate the 
Old Store on the Wakulla River which was established 
in 1784 as a trading post by Panton, Leslie & Compa-
ny which held a monopoly on trade in the area.

The back of the historical marker shares informa-
tion about trade during the store’s existence as well as 
stories of attacks, debt, and land disputes.

DE SOTO TRAIL

The De Soto Trail markers are a series of markers 
“along the historic route of the conquistador Hernan-
do de Soto and his expedition through the Florida 
Native American territories in his quest for gold and 
glory.” 

Two of the trail’s markers can be found within 
Wakulla County. The two De Soto Trail markers each 
feature one box that contains a map that highlights 
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where the visitor is located in relation to the trail and 
a second box that contains a specific story of De Soto’s 
time on the expedition.

The first marker is located in the Wakulla Station 
Trailhead Park, a trailhead for the Tallahassee – St. 
Marks Historic Railroad State Trail. This marker, ti-
tled “Supplies are Low” shares the story of Oct. 11, 
1539 when De Soto’s expedition was running low on 
supplies and they were awaiting news and supplies 
sent from Cuba – where De Soto’s wife was acting 
Governess. 

The second marker is within the City of St. Marks 
near Riverside Café along the St. Marks River. It is 
located next to the Port Leon historical marker. The 
marker, titled “Telltale Bones” shares the story of Oct. 
16, 1539 when one of De Soto’s captains discovers 
the evidence of a previous conquistador’s expedition 
that ended in attack, retreat, and death of horses and 
Spaniards. 

The De Soto Trail markers share the stories of the 
conquistador and his expedition along with the sto-
ries of the Native Americans in the area during the 
years of 1539 and 1540.

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL MARKERS

Additional historical markers can be found a var-
ious locations within Wakulla County including a 
few that are located within the Wakulla Springs State 
Park, which is home to a historic lodge, trails, a river 
boat tour, an abundance of flora and fauna, and more.

Furthermore, historical buildings such as the old 
Sopchoppy High School which has been used in re-
cent years for numerous events like plays and music 
performances, the old Wakulla County Courthouse 
which currently houses the office for the Wakulla 
County Chamber of Commerce, and the old Wakulla 
County Jail which is currently home to the Wakulla 
County Historical Society Museum all have their own 
historical markers which commemorate the build-
ings’ respective histories.

BUILT TO

RESPOND
Priority service for members

Unlimited towing with no distance  
or dollar limits in your home area

Fuel delivery, jump starts, oil/parts 
delivery, covered ungroundings, 
disentanglements and more

Offshore coverage

©2024, Sea Tow Services International, Inc. owns, uses and licenses its trademarks. 
All rights reserved. No implied licenses granted.

Are you a member? 

Sea Tow Big Bend
850-984-3456 | seatow.com
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There’s a lone flamingo in the 
St. Marks National Wildlife 
Refuge, nicknamed ‘Pinky’ by 
locals, who showed up here after 
Hurricane Michael in 2018 and 
is still hanging around.

Photo by Neil Hostnick

Bald Eagles survey the area 
from a dead cypress tree.

Photo by Neil Hostnick
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Sopchoppy Fourth of July fireworks.
Photo by Gerald Brown
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Nestled just South of the capital city of Florida is a 
slice of paradise named Wakulla County.  A place 
that you can see wildlife in its own surroundings.  
A place where you can catch supper and a life-
time of memories.  A place where at just the right 
moment you get to enjoy a family meal of fried 
mullet and  cheese grits.  A place where you can 
get lost in the same magic of the setting from a 
Tarzan movie or finally get up the nerve to take 
the plunge into the world’s most beautiful spring. 

From boating in our waters, to kayaking with a 
manatee, biking on our trails, or maybe  you just 
want to curl up with a book on one of our beaches 
and watch the sunset.  Staycations are what we do 
best.  The balance of a thriving community where 
the locals will help you find your next adventure 

while telling you why this is home is what makes 
us so special.  

We hope that you take the time to find out for 
yourself what they mean when they refer to us 
as “mysterious waters” and leave with a sense of 
keeping that mystery unsolved while finding all 
the answers in the serenity that you uncover while 
you’re here.  

Wakulla is your oyster, come open it.  

 Quincee Messersmith
Quincee Messersmith
Wakulla County Commission Chairman

Welcome to Wakulla County

The old Harvey vehicles in Medart. Photo by Lynda Kinsey
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Crawfordville
Nestled at the heart of all of Wakulla County’s natural 
splendor is the charming town of Crawfordville. Named for 
a prominent doctor and farmer in the area during the late 
1800’s, Senator John Lovic Crawford, the bustling town is 
the center of local government and business, large enough 
to offer large chain stores and franchised restaurants and 
pharmacies, while maintaining the feel of a small southern 
town where merchants and small businesses still thrive. 
Small locally owned galleries, shops, stores and restaurants 
together with the surrounding natural springs, sinkholes 
and forests offer many treasures to be discovered and 
explored. 

Downtown you will find Wakulla’s historic wooden court-
house, listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 
and the only one still in use - one of only three remaining 
wooden courthouses in Florida. The courthouse was built 
from solid heart pine in 1892, and has a cupola adorned 
with a cypress weathervane hand-carved into the shape of 
a mullet in honor of the historical significance of the fish to 
the fishing industry in Wakulla County.  

The historic wooden courthouse was replaced with the 
current courthouse in the 1940s, to which a third story was 
added in the 1980s.  

Directly across the street from the historic wooden court-
house is the Old Jail House, home of Wakulla County 
Historical Society’s Old Jail Museum and Archives. The 
fully functioning museum boasts the museum gift shop, 
a genealogy suite and historical displays and exhibits that 
celebrate the rich history of Wakulla County. 

Crawfordville also has three wonderful parks to explore. 
Centrally located downtown is Crawfordville’s oldest park, 
Hudson Park, which is often the site of festivals, large 
gatherings and community activities due to its location and 
large open expanse of land. The park currently offers re-
stroom facilities, a walking trail, a covered stage and picnic 
area, but is undergoing a renovation project to add work-
out stations and an area for food trucks. Across the street 
is Azalea Park, which has lighted walking trails, workout 
stations, playground areas, restroom facilities, and a gazebo 
at each end of the park. Many local children call this the 
lion park because it is guarded by a stone lion that over-
looks Crawfordville Highway. And finally, Hickory Park 
has restroom facilities, a covered picnic area, hiking/biking 
trails, tennis courts, and a playground for the kids. 

 Crawfordville has been home to a satellite campus of Talla-
hassee Community College since 2006. The college refers 
to this, and the more recent addition of the Wakulla Envi-
ronmental Institute, as “Two gateways in Wakulla County.” 
The Wakulla Environmental Institute is a 158-acre state of 
the art facility that brings education, conservation, and rec-
reation together to stimulate local economic development. 
It is a world class learning lab that serves the community 
by giving students real life, hands on educational opportu-
nities that promote environmental responsibility. 

There are several not-to-be-missed attractions only a short 
drive from Crawfordville. There is the popular jungle 
cruise down the Wakulla River at the famous Wakulla 
Springs State Park, or for a more adventurous view of the 
river, canoes or kayaks are available for rent from T-N-T 
Canoe Rentals. Nearby Panacea offers the finest local 
seafood and fishing opportunities, while the St Marks Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge is home to the beautiful and historic 
lighthouse. 

Whether it’s a relaxing visit to one of several local coffee 
shops, an educational tour of the history museum, sou-
venir shopping in local galleries, a stroll around the park 
trails, hiking in the forest, swimming in bone-chilling 
spring waters or taking photos at the lighthouse, Crawford-
ville and the surrounding areas offer activities for everyone, 
regardless of interest and activity level.

–Krystal Sheppard

24 High Drive, 
Crawfordville, Florida 32327

Visit our Wakulla County Artisan Gift Shop

Wakulla County HistoriCal soCiety
MuseuM and arCHives

Open Thursday & Friday 10 to 4 • Saturday 10 to 2

850-926-1110
www.WakullaHistory.org

Free ADmiSSion
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Wakulla calendar of events
There’s something for everyone - every 
month.

JANUARY

• Arbor Day Celebration
Sponsored by the Iris Garden Club of 
Wakulla
Date:  3rd Saturday in January 
Location:  Drive-thru event at extension 
office in Crawfordville
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Wakulla County’s Arbor Day Celebration 
has been going on for more than a de-
cade and features artisan and craft ven-
dors, nature art and countless interesting 
outdoor yard and lawn items for sale. 
Local Wakulla County Green Guides and 
other nature-based businesses typically 
attend to showcase their unique products 
and services.

FEBRUARY

• St. Marks NWR Wildlife Heritage & 
Outdoor Festival
Sponsored by St. Marks National Wildlife 
Refuge
Date: 1st Saturday in February 
Location: Visitor’s Center at St. Marks 
NWR
Time:  11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Seeking to “Connect People with Nature,” 
the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge’s 
Heritage and Outdoors Festival has 
grown into one of Wakulla County’s larg-
est displays of outdoor culture every year. 
From wildlife exhibits and dog-hunting 
demonstrations, to turkey call contests 
and fly fishing or archery tutorials, this 
festival has a little bit of everything. Local 
food vendors and nature-based business-
es are always on hand, and each festival 
features live music and wildlife artwork 
from area artists.

• Rotary Valentines Celebration
Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Wakulla
Date: Saturday before (or on) Valentine’s Day 
Location: Hudson Park in Crawfordville

Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Participate in the fun and excitement of 
the Valentine’s Celebration and contrib-
ute in a very special way to the commu-
nity’s effort to raise money for Wakulla 
County charities. Fun parade begins at 
10 a.m., along with arts & crafts and food 
vendors. Entertainment begins on the 
stage at 11 a.m. Lots of heart-filled fun 
for the entire family!

• Stone Age and Primitive Art Festival
Date: Periodically check website for date: 
www.floridastateparks.org
Location: Ochlockonee River State Park, 
429 State Park Road in Sopchoppy 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Wakulla County’s homage to the stone 
age and primitive times, this annual 
event offers guests demonstrations on 
primitive weaponry, the art of arrowhead 
making, hide tanning, basket weaving, 
pottery making and lessons in carving 
shell, bone, antlers or wood. The festival 
also offers several kinds of ancient con-
tests, such as an archery/atlatl competi-
tion, for guests to participate in.

• African American Heritage Celebra-
tion
Sponsored by Wakulla County Christian 
Coalition
Date: 3rd Saturday in February 
Location: Hudson Park in Crawfordville
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

This celebration is Wakulla County’s 
tribute to African-American culture and 
coincides with America’s annual recog-
nition of Black History Month. From 
ethnic food to African American arts and 
crafts and live performing artists, there’s 
never a dull moment. The event always 
features an African American-themed 
parade, complete with the sounds of local 
high school marching bands.

MARCH

• Lion’s Club St. Patrick’s Day Celebra-
tion,

Sponsored by Crawfordville Lions Club
Date:  Saturday before St. Patrick’s Day 
Location: Hudson Park in Crawfordville
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Lion’s Club’s annual St. Patrick’s day 
celebration is a mix of live folk music, 
Irish food and beverage offerings – and 
a sea of green and gold arts and crafts 
merchandise. The Lion’s Club St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration is preceded by an eclec-
tic parade that streams through down-
town Crawfordville.

• Wakulla Wonderful Celebration
Sponsored by Wakulla 4-H Club
Date: 2nd Saturday in March
Location: Wakulla County Courthouse
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Join in celebrating Wakullas founding 
day. Enjoy live music, historical tours, 
delicious food trucks, interactive ac-
tivities, and more. Dont miss the Walk 
Across Wakulla Challenge and claim 
your medal at the event.

• Panacea Beer and Oyster Festival
Date: Last Saturday in March
Location: Woolley Park in Panacea
Time: 12 Noon to 4 p.m.

The festival features food & craft ven-
dors, live music, and a beautiful view 
for sipping and shucking. All proceeds 
benefit the Panacea Waterfronts Florida 
Partnership. Tickets are only necessary 
if you would like to participate in the 
beer tastings held in the Beer Garden, 
or would like to accompany someone in. 
The rest of the event is open to the public 
to enjoy.

APRIL

• Low Country Boil 
Sponsored by Wakulla County Chamber 
of Commerce
Date: First Saturday of April 
Location: 3Y Ranch, Crawfordville 
Time: 6-10 p.m.

Continued on Page 26
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No one does a Low Country Boil 
quite like Wakulla County! This 
annual festival is easily one of the 
area’s most popular events because 
of its wealth of live music and great 
food, featuring an enormous pot of a 
traditional low country boil – with fa-
vorites like shrimp, sausage, crawfish, 
potatoes and corn on the cob.

• Sopchoppy Worm Gruntin’ Festival
Date:  2nd Saturday in April 
Location:  Downtown Sopchoppy
Time:  7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

\This all-day celebration begins bright 
and early with a 5K race, then features 
a “Worm Gruntin’ “ demonstration 
and competition in the afternoon, 
and ends with live music late into the 
night. The event attracts nearly 100 
food, arts and crafts vendors every 
year, and the evening culminates with 
the Annual Worm Grunters’ Ball, 
featuring a slew of live performances 
from local artists.

• Stephen C. Smith Memorial Regat-
ta
Sponsored by Shell Point Yacht Club 
and the Shell Point Sailboard Club
Date: Last weekend of April 
Location: Shell Point Beach
Time: Sat. 8 a.m. to 8: p.m. and Sun-
day 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

As Wakulla County’s longest-running 
festival, the Stephen C. Smith Memo-
rial Regatta benefits the American 
Cancer Society and is held each year 
in memory of a local sailor who died 
from a rare form of leukemia at the 
age of 29. With hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars raised for charity over 
the years, the nationally renowned 
event – which began in 1973 – fea-
tures races for yachts, sailboats, cata-
marans and windsurfers. The festival 

attracts local food and art vendors, 
and is also highlighted by an enor-
mous auction each year with prizes 
donated by local Wakulla County 
businesses.

• Rock the Dock Fishing Tourna-
ment
Sponsored by Panacea Waterfronts 
Florida Partnership
Date: Last Weekend in April 
Location: Rock Landing Marina in 
Panacea
Times: Captains’ Meeting:  Friday 
night; 7 p.m.
Weigh-in:  3 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Satur-
day; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday

Founded in 2009, this saltwater in-
shore fishing tournament was created 
to benefit the city of Panacea and to 
promote the excellent fishing and 
boating opportunities in and around 
Wakulla County’s famed coastal 
community. The two-day tournament 
routinely pays out thousands in cash 
and prizes and features several fishing 
categories, including youth, master’s, 
recreational, women’s and kayak.

MAY

• Free Kid’s Fishing Clinic
Date:  1st Saturday of May 
Location: Woolley Park in Panacea
Time: Weigh-in begins at 1 p.m. 

Teaching children a lifelong hobby, 
instilling appreciation for marine en-
vironment and providing fun, family 
outings are the objectives for the Kid’s 
Fishing Clinic. In partnership with 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission, Kid’s Fishing 
Clinic provides each participant a free 
rod & reel and opportunity to learn 
and practice their new skills.

JUNE

• Mermaids and Mimosas Fundraiser

Date: June 8th
Location: Gulf Specimen Marine Lab 
in Panacea
Time: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Website: www.gulfspecimen.org

• Gage Pitman Memorial Rockin’ 
Reds Fishing Tournament
Date: June 22-23 
Location: Wooley Park in Panacea
Time: On June 22,  2 to 6 p.m., on 
June 23, 1 to 4 p.m.

JULY

• Sopchoppy 4th of July Celebration
Date: Closest Saturday to July 4th.
Time: 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Myron B. Hodge City Park 
in Sopchoppy.
Contact: Sopchoppy City Hall at (850) 
962-4611.

Another of Wakulla County’s oldest 
traditions is the Sopchoppy 4th of July 
Celebration in the heart of downtown 
Sopchoppy. The festivities begin with 
a parade, followed by an all-day and 
all-night festival – complete with arts 
and crafts and food vendors – at Sop-
choppy’s Myron B. Hodge City Park 
on the Sopchoppy River. The evening 
is then capped with a spectacular 
fireworks display.

• Christmas in July
Date: July 26th
Location: The Lodge at Wakulla 
Springs
Contact: Wakulla Senior Center at 
850-926-7145

SEPTEMBER

• Wakulla County Coastal Cleanup
Date: 3rd Saturday in September 
Location: St. Marks Wildlife Refuge/
Shell Point Beach/Mashes Sands/
Panacea
Time: 8 a.m.
Visit www.kwcb.org

Calendar of Events
From Page 24
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Calendar of Events
This program is run by volunteers 
who make it their goal to both beau-
tify the area’s beaches and coastlines 
and educate about how to keep 
Wakulla County clean and litter-free. 
Cleanup culminates with a cele-
bration at noon at Woolley Park in 
Panacea.

• Fall Wildflower Walk at St. Marks 
National Wildlife Refuge
Date: Last Saturday in September 
Location: St. Marks Wildlife Refuge
Time:  9 a.m. to Noon
Contact: (850) 925-6121 or saint-
marks@fws.gov

This is a one-of-a-kind Wildflow-
er walk offered during spring and 
fall blooming seasons. Featured is a 
nature walk “Behind the Gates” to 
areas not usually open to the public. 
Wildflower experts identify species 
and give an oral history of Wakulla 
County’s area wildflowers.

• Boots and Bingo
Fundraiser for Rotary Club of Wakul-
la
Date: Third Saturday in September
Location: 3Y Ranch 
Time: 5 p.m.
Contact a Rotary Club member to 
purchase tickets. 

• Panacea Blue Crab Festival
Date:  Last Saturday in September
Location:  Woolley Park in Panacea
Time:  10 a.m. 

One of the oldest and longest run-
ning festivals on the Wakulla County 
landscape, the Panacea Blue Crab 
Festival gives Wakulla County an 
opportunity to celebrate and thank 
the city of Panacea for one of its most 
precious commodities. Started in 
1975, the festival begins each year 

with a parade down U.S. Highway 
98, then the party really begins at 
Woolley Park on the waterfront with 
live music and clog dancers, local arts 
and crafts vendors and all the fresh 
Wakulla County blue crab – and all 
types of other seafood – you could 
ever desire. And don’t forget to enter 
the famed “Blue Crab Pickin’ Con-
test” to become the next Panacea Blue 
Crab Festival champ!

OCTOBER

• Monarch Butterfly Festival
Date:  4th Saturday in October 
Location:  St. Marks Wildlife Refuge 
Visitors Center
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Contact: (850) 925-6121 or saint-
marks@fws.gov.

Wildlife seekers can come watch the 
migrating monarch butterfly pass 
through the Wakulla County coast 
around this time, specifically at the 
St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge. 

NOVEMBER

• St. Marks Brew Fest Crafts & 
Drafts
Date: 2nd Saturday in November
Location: Downtown St. Marks
Time: To be determined
Contact Shadrach Hines at St. Marks 
Waterfront Florida at 850-328-9851 
for more information.

DECEMBER

• Christmas in the Park
Sponsored by the Wakulla County 
Sheriff ’s Office
Date: 2nd Saturday in December 
Location: Community Center in 
Crawfordville
Time: 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.

This annual event put on by the 

Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Office is a 
way to give back to the kids in the 
community. An arrangement is made 
by the WCSO for Santa Claus to pop 
by Hudson Park for pictures with 
children and to accept gift wish-lists. 
There will also be games, prizes and 
train rides, as well as a host of ven-
dors with holiday-themed products.

• Christmas in Panacea
Sponsored by Panacea Waterfronts 
Florida Partnership 
Date: 1st Saturday in December
Location: Downtown Panacea
Time: 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Visit https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Panacea-Waterfronts-Flori-
da/178566238854726

What started in 2005 as a way to lift 
spirits after the town of Panacea was 
rocked by Hurricane Dennis, the 
event has grown into an annual affair. 
The Panacea Christmas celebration 
will include snow to play in, chil-
dren’s activities and a bounce house, 
vendors and entertainment, free 
admission to Gulf Specimen Marine 
Lab (2 p.m.-5 p.m.), and the annual 
parade down U.S. Highway 98 at 6:30 
p.m., complete with decorated boats 
sponsored by local businesses and 
civic organizations.

• Christmas in Sopchoppy
Date: 2nd Saturday in December 
Location: Downtown Sopchoppy
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The city of Sopchoppy opens its doors 
for the holidays when this festival 
gets under way every year. Local arts 
and crafts retailers with festive sea-
sonal merchandise, along with food 
vendors and live Christmas music, 
make up just a few of the features. 
And, of course, Santa Claus pops in 
for a few hours for a visit each Christ-
mas to spend time with area children.
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Panacea
Named for the goddess of universal remedy for the 
many small springs in the area, Panacea is a small wa-
terfront village south of Crawfordville. Best known for 
its local seafood, it is also home to the Wakulla County 
Welcome Center where you can stop in for local infor-
mation while enjoying the display of old photographs 
and memorabilia from days gone by.

What remains of the Mineral Springs offer a reminder 
of the days before the depression, when the town was 
a bustling center of activity with hotels and restaurants 
around the spas, baths, boardwalks and pavilions.

Panacea boasts both fresh and saltwater access, and has 
a rich history of families who have worked on the water 
here and celebrated their coastal community for gener-
ations. The Big Bend Maritime Center provides visi-
tors with hands on lessons in the traditions of wooden 
boatbuilding, as well as the historical maritime culture 
of crabbing, fishing and shrimping that continues there 
today.

A popular fishing and boating destination, you can 
find any fishing and boating related amenity you need 
in Panacea. Rock Landing is a busy full service marina 
providing both wet and dry slips for commercial and 
sport fisherman. The marina offers a complimentary 
concierge service, simply call ahead and they will have 

your boat in the water, stocked and waiting on you. 
There are two marine supply stores in the area, as well as 
Crum’s Mini Mall, which is locally owned and has been 
serving Panacea for more than 40 years. Here you can 
find anything you can imagine to assist in your fishing 
and boating adventures, from bait or equipment, grocer-
ies, gas and ice.

You can purchase mouthwatering freshly harvested 
seafood from My Way Seafood, or dine at one of sever-
al local restaurants specializing in preparing the fresh 
seafood. A walk out onto the pier at Woolley Park offers 
spectacular views, and a great place to watch the sun rise 
or set. This is a community park and playground that 
sits proudly on Dickerson Bay. Several popular events 
and festivals are held here annually, such as the Blue 
Crab festival and Rock the Dock fishing tournament.

For a hands-on marine biology learning experience, visit 
the Gulf Specimen Marine Laboratory. A sea life con-
servation lab that focuses on research, publication and 
teaching, they offer touch tanks and exhibits focusing on 
the small sea life. With the state-of-the-art mobile lab, 
the exhibits take to the road, participating in festivals 
and events as well as dozens of school field trips each 
year.

– Krystal Sheppard

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

VISIT GULF SPECIMEN 
AQUARIUM!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
7 DAYS A WEEK!
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PANACEA MOTEL

THE PANACEA MOTEL
IS THE ULTIMATE

FLASHBACK IN EVERY
DIRECTION  BUT WITH

A MODERN TWIST,
ALL SET AGAINST THE

BACKDROP OF OUR
BAY SIDE

THE PANACEA MOTEL
IS THE ULTIMATE

FLASHBACK IN EVERY
DIRECTION  BUT WITH

A MODERN TWIST,
ALL SET AGAINST THE

BACKDROP OF OUR
BAY SIDE

1545 COASTAL HWY, PANACEA, FL
32346, UNITED STATES
1545 COASTAL HWY, PANACEA, FL
32346, UNITED STATES

850-745-4071850-745-4071
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Stone crab season opening
On Oct. 15, when stone crab season opens, people wait at the dock in St. Marks for the 

first boat to unload, weigh, sort, and cook the crab claws. 
Photos by Lynda Kinsey
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Wakulla County is such a beautiful place, and we 
are all so proud to call it home. We want you to have 
the best time you could possibly have here during 
your visit. Whether you plan on staying a while 
or you are just passing through, there are so many 
wonderful things to do and see here in Wakulla 
County.

The Wakulla County Sheriff ’s Office is here to help 
you at all times. You will see us out and about in our 
patrol vehicles or on the water in our Sheriff ’s Office 
boat. We ask that you stay safe and follow all Florida 
laws during your stay or visit here in Wakulla Coun-
ty.

Please if you have any questions at all do not hesi-
tate to call us at (850) 745-7100 or (850) 926-0800. 
One of our Dispatchers or Deputy Sheriffs will 
happily help you in any way that they can. 

We love our community and we love visitors in our 
community. If you see one of us during your trav-
els, stop and say hello. You’ll find that our deputies 
are easy to talk to and full of information about the 
area.

We hope you enjoy your visit here to Wakulla 
County, drive slowly and keep your eyes open be-
cause there are many beautiful things here you don’t 
want to miss. 

Sincerely,

Jared F. Miller
Jared F. Miller

Sheriff of Wakulla County

Welcome to Wakulla County

Let me Welcome You to Wakulla County...

Susan Schatzman
Broker Associate

susan@harborpointrealty.com

Photo-Wakulla River
By ERIC STANTON

I’m ready to assist with ALL 
Your Real Estate Needs! (850) 519-2292

The Natural Place 
to Be!
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Watching the sun set at Shell Point.
Photo by Gerald Brown
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JOIN LIONS AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

CRAWFORDVILLE LIONS CLUB
For over 100 years, Lions have served the needs of our neighbors, our communities and our 
world with compassion. Through the work of Lion members, we serve a world in need together. 

For more information contact crawfordvillelionsclub@gmail.com

/crawfordvillelionsclub

Join us for a meeting: 
1ST and 3rd Tuesday | 6pm
Myra Jean’s Restaurant
2669 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL

WE 
SERVE!

Phot os by Ashlee Ba rt on

Embark on an unforgettable journey through the
natural and historic wonders of Wakulla County.

Nestled in the heart of Florida's pristine landscapes,
our community invites you to explore the
breathtaking beauty that surrounds us.

But our true treasure lies in the commitment to
preserving our environment. Join us in keeping

Wakulla clean and pristine by leaving it litter-free.
Together, we can protect the ecosystems that make

our home so special for generations to come.
Come and experience the magic of Wakulla. 

Let nature captivate your soul and 
history enchant your spirit.

Please remember to dispose of your trash responsibly 
and help us to Keep Wakulla County Beautiful.

#LitterFreeWakulla #LeaveNothingButFootprints



– 34 –    Gulf Coast Breeze Wakulla Visitors Guide
SHERIFF JARED MILLER

SHERIFF SHERIFFSHERIFFSHERIFF
JARED MILLER 

WAKULLA COUNTY
850745-7100 & 911

WELCOMES YOU TO 

SHERIFF JARED MILLERSHERIFF JARED MILLERSHERIFF JARED MILLERSHERIFF JARED MILLERSHERIFF JARED MILLERSHERIFF JARED MILLER
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Building relationships 
with buyers & sellers

  that stand the 
test of time.....

10 Cedar Ave, Crawfordville
*PO Box 535, 

Crawfordville FL 32326

Residential & Commercial Sales • Property Management

Sonya Hall
Lic. Real Estate Broker

(850)-528-0857
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Karen Williams
Broker Associate
(850) 567-8279
Karen@wakullarealty.com

850-926-5084

TM

CELEBRATING 
37 YEARS

Your Realtor 
Yesterday, Today, 

& Tomorrow
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DISCOVER SOPCHOPPY 

SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 

Contact: DiscoverSopchoppy@Gmail.com - find us on facebook at www.facebook.com/SopchoppyFL

is a group of dedicated community 
members who host several events during the year. 
These events highlight the unique little City of Sopchoppy. 
You’ll find events for everyone, young and old.  

Downtown Sopchoppy at Depot Park -Come and explore 
Vendors of Home Made & Home Grown Treasures, Food trucks, 
Tour the Historic Depot and visit downtown shops. 

JOIN US FOR THE WORLD-FAMOUS
Worm Gruntin’ Festival, Sopchoppy Depot Days, 
Oyster Mullet Festival, Christmas in Sopchoppy and more!
The Festivals and markets are located downtown, encompassing 
the Sopchoppy Depot Park and the green space by the Sop-
choppy Train Depot Museum. 

January – Winter Market 
March - Spring Market
April  - Worm Gruntin’ Festival
June – Summer Market & Community Yard Sale
September Sopchoppy Depot Days Festival 
November – Oyster & Mullet Festival
December  - Christmas In Sopchoppy Festival

THE DEPOT PARK
two covered pavilions, beautiful Native Wildflower gardens, 
playground and covered stage.

has a circular, paved walking path, 
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850-925-6226
440 Shell Island Rd. • St. Marks, FL 32355

www.shellislandfishcamp.com

An Old School fish camp with everything you need to enjoy the beautiful local waters:
RENTAL BOATS, CHARTERS, CABINS, MOTEL, CAMP SITES, 

BOAT STORAGE, BOAT REPAIR, BAIT AND TACKLE.
The Horne family welcomes you to partake in outdoor activities in one of 

the last unspoiled pieces of paradise left in Florida!

Cheryl & Jeff
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The place for family friendly entertainment! 
Children and adults are welcome! All facilities are handicap accessible 

and dress is always casual. Don’t miss one of the best country music 
shows of the year on the historic Sopchoppy Opry stage.

SCHEDULE
April 27 – Easy Company Band 
May 25 – Highway 59 Band 
June 29 – Unlimited Edition 
July 27 – Margo Anderson/Purvis Brothers+ 
August 31 – Grass Roots Band 
September 28 – All Gospel w/South Bound & Guests 
October 26 – Dennis ‘Moonshine’ Rader 

*November 23 – Walkers Crossing 
*December 14 – Jerry Evans & Friends Christmas Special
+ 24th Anniversary Show
*Please note that the November & December shows are on Saturdays, November 23 
& December 14, respectively. January – October shows will be on the last Saturday 
night of the month. Individual show tickets are $15 each.

At the end of 2024 GO to: https://sopchoppyopry.com/schedule/ for the 2025 line up.

Call 850-962-3711 for tickets and information. Tickets are also available at the door.
164 Yellow Jacket Rd, Sopchoppy, FL 32358

Season tickets on sale now! $120 each! Purchase two (2) 
season tickets at $120 each and get one (1) free! 
email jquigg@ymail.com. Tickets 

$15The Sopchoppy 
Opry is an 
activity of the 
Wakulla County 
School Board 
& SHS 

Restoration 
Fund

All net proceeds 
from the Sopchoppy 
Opry are used for 
the restoration of 
historic 
Sopchoppy 
High School! 

SCAN ME 
for our upcomming 

line up.

SopchoppyOpry.com
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Dear Visitors,

Welcome to Wakulla County! I hope you are ready for a 
wonderful time in our neck of the woods! We would love for 
you to visit our great little town of Sopchoppy.

Our city has several amazing events throughout the year. 
In addition to many community events, we have our annual 
Worm Gruntin’ Festival every April and our HUGE July 4th 
Celebration with fireworks over the river.

While in town be sure to visit the Sopchoppy Train Depot, 
originally built in 1891 and renovated in 2010. The curators 
of the depot have filled it with hundreds of locally found 
items that depict some of the history of our town along with 
pictures of lifelong residents whose families go back many 
generations. 

Be sure to stroll across the street and visit the native wild-
flower gardens at Depot Park. All the flowers and plants are 
native to this area and are labeled to give you more informa-
tion. 

Civic Brewery is open and family friendly if you are look-
ing for a cold beverage and a place to relax. If you would like 
to do a little shopping, make sure you drop in to Sand & Soul 
designs and our newest boutique, Vintage & Vain.

After exploring downtown, take a short drive to the City 
Park where you can kayak or put your feet in the refreshingly 
cold Sopchoppy river. Bathrooms and showers are nearby for 
our campers and visitors. 

Don’t forget to visit George Griffin Pottery on Sopchoppy 
Highway, he has a beautiful collection of art, plates, vases, 
platters and much more all made on site! 

Wherever you go in Sopchoppy, slow down and enjoy the 
ride because Sopchoppy and easy living go together!

Thanks for stopping by!

City of Sopchoppy

Welcome to Sopchoppy

Sopchoppy Worm Gruntin’ 
Festival.

Photo by Gerald Brown
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Come & Join us
for a Taste of 
the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!!

GREAT FOOD
LIVE MUSIC
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On behalf of the City of St. Marks, I invite you to 
discover where the scenic waters of the St. Marks and 
Wakulla Rivers meet. These waters have attracted 
explorers since the 1500s and continue to shape the 
character of our small town, making it a destination for 
both visitors and new residents.

As the closest saltwater access to Tallahassee and points 
further north, St. Marks is a water lover’s dream! We 
have marinas that cover all your boating and fishing 
needs and quaint lodging options to extend your stay. 
Numerous fishing guides are available to help you have 
a successful day on the water.

When not on the water, enjoy the locally owned restau-
rants, fresh seafood from the gulf, a historic general 
store, and a state park at the site of Fort San Marcos de 
Apalachee. For your next event, waterfront pavilions 
can be reserved through City Hall and several private 
indoor venues are also available.

St. Marks was home to the first railroad in Florida, 
which has become the State’s first paved rail trail. The 
trail is part of the developing 114-mile Capital City 
to the Sea trail complex. With 61 miles of completed 

paths, you can travel to Ochlockonee Bay and Sop-
choppy to the west, with an upcoming section con-
necting to Lighthouse Road and the St. Marks National 
Wildlife Refuge to the east. Miles of unpaved trails are 
also available throughout the surrounding refuge. St. 
Marks is on the 1,500-mile Florida trail, connecting 
South Florida to Pensacola. It is a great stop for hikers, 
as well as long-distance boaters, to re-stock or have 
packages waiting at the post office.

Whether boating, fishing, diving, kayaking, paddle-
boarding, biking, hiking, wildlife viewing, dining, or 
just relaxing, St. Marks is a wonderful place to call 
“base camp” for your next coastal adventure, or to 
simply call home.

I look forward to meeting you when you discover St. 
Marks!

Best Regards,

Steve Remke
Mayor

City of St. Marks

Welcome to St. Marks
Photo of the St. Marks River by Lynda Kinsey
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A charming gathering space 
nestled along Florida’s quaint 
Forgotten Coast that offers a 
warm, versatile environment 

for weddings, celebrations, and          
all occasions of life.

Spaces can accommodate:
weddings, corporate events, or 

other gatherings large and small in 
a setting off the beaten path. With a 
full commercial kitchen and access 
to both indoor and outdoor spaces
We invite you and your guests to 
gather with us and experience the 

Old Florida beauty and slower 
pace of life in the quaint coastal 
town of Saint Marks, Florida.

We are a coffee boutique      
offering coffee, cappuccinos,  

and lattes.
Breakfast with  frittatas, 

sandwiches, pastries, grits, 
quiche and more.

Lunch with pizza, salads, 
sandwiches, wraps, soups and so 

much more!
Check us out on Facebook for our 
specialties  and live music  nights

Wed. & Thurs. 8AM – 1PM
Fri. & Sat. 8AM – 7PM

Sun. 8AM – 2PM
Open on Mon. starting on 

Memorial Day for the Summer

Come see Mr. George 
Beach trader is the official 

Welcome Center for St. Marks. 
Ask him anything – he loves 

to help, he has maps and   
pamphlets available. 

Offering a wide array of lovely 
home decorative beach décor, art, 
T-shirts, Jewelry, carved birds in 
varied sizes, eclectic furniture, 

and much, much more. 
15 Old Palmetto Path, Saint 
Marks, FL, United States, 

Florida
Check us out on Facebook

(850) 810-5001
23 Old Palmetto Path, Saint Marks, FL

(850) 625-4031
https://www.30palms.com

(850) 653-7635
15 Old Palmetto Path, Saint Marks, FL



Gulf Coast Breeze Wakulla Visitors Guide    – 45 –

Unleash your inner artist with The Bob Ross classes!
For just $75, immerse yourself in the soothing world of Bob
Ross as you learn the techniques of this incredible painter.
Limited seats are available, so secure your spot today! And

guess what? All the supplies you need will be provided by the
talented instructor.

To guarantee your spot, simply text or call 
850-688-3727. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to tap into

your artistic side and create beautiful landscapes just like
Bob Ross!

 Paint like 
Bob Ross 

with CRI 

Sue Scott

 Paint like 
Bob Ross 

with CRI 

Sue Scott

 The Lodge at Wakulla Springs The Lodge at Wakulla Springs

The Lodge at Wakulla Springs 
2024 Bob Ross Class

May 23
June 6th-22nd-27th

July 9th-27th
August 10th-22nd
September 26th
October 8th-17th

November 8th-19th
December 6th

 Wakulla Community Center
2024 Bob Ross Class

June 1st
September 7th
November 2nd

2024  Painting Tipsy
The Lodge at Wakulla

Springs
May 17th- Tipsy Tortuga

July 19th- Tipsy Pink
September 13th- TBA
October 25th- Tipsy

Witches
December 13th-TBA

 Sue’s Art Workshop

 All you need is a desire to
paint, and I can teach you.
                   Sue Scott 
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CALL US TODAY

850-926-3114
3026 COASTAL HWY, CARWFORDVILLE, FL 32327

OUR PRODUCTS ABOUT US
FISH & CRAB TRAPS
HANDMADE CAST NETS
BOAT BUILDING & REPAIR SUPPLIES
TRAILER PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
MARINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT
TRAP & NET BUILDING MATERIALS
GRUNDEN’S FOUL WEATHER GEAR 
FLOATS
ROYAL SHRIMP BOOTS
GLOVES 
APRONS
SHRIMP BASKETS
FIBERGLASS SUPPLIES
… SO MUCH MORE!

P
P
P
P
P
P 
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

LOCALLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED SINCE 1985!

WE PROUDLY SUPPLY THE 
BEST MARINE PRODUCTS TO 

BOTH COMMERCIAL AND
RECREATIONAL BOATERS! 

WE ARE A PROUD DISTRIBUTOR 
OF RIVERDALE MILLS 

WIRE PRODUCTS. 
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Spring Creek, a small town known for fresh seafood 
and named for its freshwater submarine springs, is a 
special gem in Wakulla. 

Maintaining the charm of an old Florida  fishing 
village, the town is surrounded by marshlands and 
small creeks that lend to the feeling that it has some-
how escaped modern development. The beautiful 
and unspoiled natural landscape is filled with sable 
palms scattered among ancient live oak trees whose 
branches are draped in Spanish moss. Nestled among 
these are small, charming cottages called home by 
generations of fishermen and oystermen. 
 

The springs, which supply more fresh water than 
any other set of submarine springs in Florida, often 
visibly “boil” at the surface of Spring Creek Rise. This 
is a small area where billions of gallons of fresh water 
enter the Gulf of Mexico daily. The fresh and salt wa-
ters blend together to create the perfect environment 
for seafood to thrive, and locals continue to harvest 
this seafood in the tradition of their ancestors.

– Krystal Sheppard

Spring Creek
Photo by Lynda Kinsey
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Open 
7 Days at 6 A.M.

Sat. & Sun. Breakfast Buffet 
COUNTRY LUNCH BUFFET EVERY DAY

Fri. & Sat. Night
ALL YOU CAN EAT SEAFOOD BUFFET

CORNER OF HWY. 267 & WOODVILLE HWY. 
IN WAKULLA STATION

A.M.7 Days at 6 
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2201 Crawfordville Hwy.  |  (850) 926-4320  |  TryMyBank.comNMLS# 393620 

Business & Personal 
Checking, Savings,
Home Mortgage,
Commercial Lending

Serving Tallahassee, 
Crawfordville and 
Lakeland, Florida
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Buddah’s Bayside haven is located on the water steps from 
the Beach at Beautiful mashes sands island.  

family in from out of town?
let them stay at your house while you enjoy the Beach, 
fishing and craBBing and relaxing at your Beach house.

special 
rates for 
wakulla 
residents

vrBo #2817766, air BnB https://www.airbnb.com/h/buddahsbaysidehaven

Buddah also offers 
Mobile Welding 

Services.
RATES AND PAYMENTS ARE NEGOTIABLE.  

Call 570-656-6705
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Imagine a short drive just a little south of the 
capital city of Florida and being able to actually dive 
into the majestic waters of the world’s largest and 
deepest fresh water spring named Wakulla Springs. 
Everywhere you look in Wakulla, there is something 

to be wild about.  Wakulla County is just one of those 
places. We are surrounded by nature combined with 
a nurturing spirit for those that live here and those 
that visit. 
We have a lot to offer and a lot to give back to those 

that came before us and those that will be here for 
generations to come.  We hope that you leave with 
memories from your best fishing day ever, or try to 
replicate one of our delicious seafood restaurants 
prized dishes. 
Catch a glimpse of a sea cow, watch an osprey in 

flight or see a monarch flutter in our refuge.  
Whatever outdoor adventure you choose, we hope 
you will see why we are all wild about Wakulla.

To All Of Those Who 
   Love Wakulla County, 
      I’m Quincee Messersmith

Ochlockonee Bay is a quiet community that sits 
at the mouth of the Ochlockonee River south of 
Wakulla County. The natural landscape here offers 
much to explore, with unspoiled forests of the St. 
Marks National Wildlife Refuge, the beaches of 
Mashes Sands and untamed marshland. Fishing and 
boating enthusiasts will find public boat ramps and 

a fishing pier, as well as paved cycling/walking and 
paddling trails to explore.
 
Wakulla County Regional Airport, Wakulla Coun-
ty’s only airport, is located in Tarpine, a fly-in 
community. 

–Krystal Sheppard 

Ochlockonee Bay
Photo by Lynda Kinsey

Open Tuesday – Sunday 7AM - 7PM

BEER • WINE • COFFEE • ICE
HISTORIC GROCERY STORE

OFFERING HOT BREAKFAST 
THURSDAY – SUNDAY

850 Port Leon Dr., St. Marks FL 32355
Conveniently located just off the Florida Trail

850-713-0921

SCAN ME for an 
electronic eddition

of
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Transportation
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Newly Renovated
Free Breakfast •Wi-Fi
EV Charging Stations

RV & Boat Parking
850-926-3737

The UPS Store®

Print & Business Services

printing shredding
copying mailing

designing packaging
notarizing laminating

faxing freighting
850-745-8550

2343 Crawfordville Hwy, Suite 107 Crawfordville, FL

850-926-7808
3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville

In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY 
SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-566-9293 carolannw@Coastalgems.com • CoastalGems.com

Carol Ann 
Williams

Licensed
Real Estate Broker

Local In-Person S e r v i c e • Or email or text me
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The change of light after a storm on the 
salt marsh in Dickerson Bay in Panacea.

Photo by Lynda Kinsey
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• Fishing License • Beer • Ice • Electronics 
• Fishing Supplies • Tackle • Picnic  Supplies 
Rentals: 
• Pontoon Boats • Kayaks • Paddle Boards

Located on the Beautiful St. Marks River 
a short distance to Apalachee Bay and the Gulf 

850-925-6158 
Open Every Day except Monday • www.shieldsmarina.com

On the River in St. Marks
Shields Marina

Ship StoreShip Store
Full Service Marina

• Boats (New & Used) • Motor & Trailer Sales 
• Wet & Dry Boat Slips • Double Boat Launch
• Transient  Boat Dockage 
• Authorized Service • Parts 

God Bless 
America

Find us on facebook / twitter / instagram

facebook.com/mikesfeeds • twitter.com/mikesfeedstore

instagram.com/mikesfeedstore

Monday-Friday 8-6:30
Saturday 8-5

850-926-4677
Our current store address is 
28 McCallister Road
www.mikesfeedstore.com

We offer feed for 
your chickens, horses, 
cattle, goats, and more!

Including a line of 
Tucker Milling LLC 

non-GMO feeds.
Dog food.

Hay bales / large rolls.
Various animal supplies.

MIKES
FEED STORE
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WE ARE HERE 
         TO HELP

850-926-8038
COASTWISEREALTYGROUP@GMAIL.COM 

WWW.COASTWISEREALTYGROUP.COM

84A OCHLOCKONEE ST.
CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
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The boat landing at Bottoms Road.

Photo by Lynda Kinsey
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Wakulla’s  
local

newspaper.

Publishing The Wakulla Sun weekly newspaper; The Wakulla Sun Monthly Neigh-
bor, a free publication delivered to every home in Wakulla County, Alligator Point 

and St. Teresa; and the annual Gulf Coast Breeze visitors guide.

Our offices are at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327 – on the courthouse square.
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Let us help you find your way home
850-926-9100
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MEMBERS - BY BUSINESS NAME
BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER
ACCOUNTANTS / CPA’S

Shepard Accounting & 
Tax Service  
Lorra Phillips/Jessica 
Revell  
(850) 926-9802

Sherri Rose, CPA , PLLC 
Sherri Rose/Brittany 
Munger 
(850) 759-5080

Taylor Accounting, LLC 
Karen Taylor 
(850) 591-9131

Traci B. Cash, CPA, LLC 
Traci Cash 
(850) 926-7600

APPRAISALS

Carroll Appraisal Co., Inc. 
Rhonda Carroll 
(850) 575-1999

ASSOCIATIONS / 
FOUNDATIONS 

North Florida Agents 
Network, Inc. 
Sara Clark 
(850) 681-6326

Tallahassee Board of 
Realtors 
Steven Louchheim 
(850) 224-7713

Tallahassee Community 
College Foundation 
Alison Fleischmann 
(850) 201-6064

ATTORNEYS & TITLE 
COMPANIES

Anderson, Givens & 
Fredericks, P.A. 
Jeremy Anderson 
(850) 692-8900

Frances Casey Lowe, P.A. 
Frances Casey Lowe 
(850) 926-8245

Hayward Title Group 
Sherry Fordham 
(850) 386-4400

Smith, Thompson, Shaw, 
Colon & Power, P.A. 
Shannon Merritt 
(850) 893-4105

Wakulla Title Company 
Jan Colvin 
(850) 926-3934

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE

Faircloth Automotive & 
A/C Specialist 
Joey Faircloth 
(850) 926-8350

AUTOMOBILE SALES 

Peter Boulware Toyota 
Peter Boulware 
(850) 575-0168

BARS

The Chill Spot 
Tiffany Hartsfield 
(850) 566-6656

BILLBOARDS AND 
ADVERTISING

Lamar Advertising 
Company, Tallahassee 
Chad Oaks 
(850) 536-8917
BOAT TOWING SERVICE

Seatow Big Bend 
Joel Singletary 
(850) 984-3456

BOUTIQUES

Piney Palm(online) 
Elena Mhyre

Tie-Dye Butterfly 
Cothee Tomaini 
(850) 745-8137

BREWING COMPANIES

Civic Brewing Company 
Elliot Seidler 
(850) 339-5631

BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT / 
MARKETING

FlaBiz Co,LLC 
Audrey Frazier 
(850) 228-7719

BUSINESS 
NETWORKING

BNI of NW Florida 
Karen D Ellis 
(850) 765-1543

C12 Tallahassee, LLC 
Ricky Taylor 
(850) 510-5771

CABINETS & 
COUNTERTOPS

Cabs and Counters 
Anne Henson 
(850) 745-6053

CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

Greater Tallahassee 
Chamber of Commerce 
Sue Dick 
(850) 224-8116

CHARTERS

Williamson Outfitters, LLC 
Capt. Chris Williamson 
(850) 251-8650

CHIROPRACTORS

Adriene Hill DC DIBCN 
Dr. Adriene Hill 
(850) 926-9171

Crawfordville Chiropractic 
Clinic 
Dr. Anna Batten - Lange 
(850) 926-1227

CHURCHES

Rivertown Community 
Church 
Bryan Bair 
(850) 443-1801

CLEANING SERVICES 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

American Exterior 
Cleaning, LLC 
Jesse Waltz 
(850) 408-1078

Cleaning Ovations, LLC 
Callie Labig 
(850) 443-7991

CONSTRUCTION

C & L Pilings Inc 
Shawn Lawhon 
(850) 519-3443

D. R. Horton 
Tyler Weldon / Stewart 
Haire 
(850) 660-1701

Emerald Coast Striping 
Eli Gerrell 
(850) 574-3831

Great Southern 
Demolition, Inc. 
Emile “Red” Barnes III 
(850) 422-3366

Hartsfield Construction, 
Inc. 
Robert Hartsfield 
(850) 894-4663

Morse Construction and 
Restoration Services 
Samantha Morse 
(850) 597-2603

Pafford Properties & 
Construction 
Mike Pafford 
(850) 566-7746

Pole Barns by “Abbott 
Constructions Solutions” 
Bud Abbott 
(850) 685-5039

S & P Construction and 
Development, LLC 
Tiffany Carroll 
(850) 445-0668
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MEMBERS - BY BUSINESS NAME
BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER
CONSTRUCTION (cont.)

Southern Coastal Homes, 
Inc 
John Lewis 
(850) 422-3378

CONSULTANTS

Al Pasini, MPA, CAE 
Al Pasini 
(850) 443-1003

Beth Kirkland Consulting, 
LLC 
Beth Cichetti CEcD 
(850) 212-1056

Bonnie Holub Life 
Coaching 
Bonnie Holub 
(850) 984-2966

FSM Associates, LLC 
Frank Messersmith 
(850) 508-5858

Marriage Refresh 
Relationship Coaching, 
LLC 
Damon Rich 
(850) 363-8432

CONVENIENCE STORES 
& GAS STATIONS

Crum’s Mini Mall 
Sam Ash, Owner 
(850) 984-5501

Food N Fill #2 
Paul Gawde 
(850) 745-8687

Rocky’s Wakulla 
 
(850) 926-4353

COPIERS & PRINTERS

Florida Business 
Products 
Douglas W. Gove 
(850) 878-2654

CORRECTIONAL 

FACILITIES

Wakulla Correctional 
Institution 
Paul W. Allen, Warden 
(850) 410-0195

DANCE STUDIO / 
INSTRUCTION

Wakulla Dance Academy 
Hayley Mahaffey / Laurlyn 
Hudgins 
(850) 926-2655

DAY SPAS

Bryker Body Care 
Christine Smith 
(850) 745-8644

Sunrays Spa 
Sandra Steward 
(850) 745-6422

DENTISTS

Drs. Davalos & Jones 
Melinda Hill 
(850) 926-1777 

Total Care Dental 
Teresa Wollschlager 
(850) 926-7700

DERMATOLOGY

Southeastern 
Dermatology 
Brooke Ford 
(850) 422-3376

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT / 
DISASTER RECOVERY

OVID Solutions 
Julie Dennis 
(850) 445-1932

Wakulla County 
Economic Development 
Council 
President

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Brattain Electrical 
Services, LLC 
Chase Brittain 
(850) 443-3117

Revell Electric Inc & 
Automated Access 
Systems 
Jason Revell 
(850) 570-4484

ELEVATORS

Residential Elevators 
Demory Boeneke, Owner 
(800) 832-2004

ENGINEERS

Dewberry 
Katie Taff 
(850) 522-0644

Florida Environmental & 
Land Services, Inc 
Elva Peppers 
(850) 385-6255

Hydra Engineering & 
Construction 
Leslie A Weiss 
(850) 926-2593

Urban Catalyst 
Consulting, Inc. 
Sean K. Marston, P.E. 
(850) 999-4241

EQUIPMENT RENTALS/
SERVICE

Crawfordville Rentals, 
LLC 
Robert Gates 
(850)745-6302

EVENT RENTALS

Party Tents - N - More 
Charlene Bishop 
(850) 926-7339

FACEPAINTING

Nikki’s Crafty Things and 
Facepainting 
Nikki Stevenson 
(910) 269-8433 

FEED STORES

Saving Grace Country 
Store and Feed 
Melissa Bozeman 
(850) 745-8932 

Mike’s Feed Store, LLC 
Mike Duncan 
(850) 926-4677

FENCING & DECKS

Good Fences Good 
Neighbors, LLC 
Lee Ellers 
(850) 926-9455

FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Capital City Investments, 
LPL Financial 
Lisa McPherson 
(850) 888-6054

English Financial Group 
Brian C English 
(850) 926-7487

W.M. Durham Associates, 
LLC 
Leanne Durham 
(850) 385-3578

FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS / CREDIT 
UNIONS / MORTGAGES

Campus USA Credit 
Union 
Traci Poucher 
(850) 894-9098

Capital City Bank 
Amy Geiger 
(850) 926-6740

Capital City Home Loans 
Mary Wallace 
(850) 201-2127

Centennial Bank 
Ashley Savary 
(850) 926-7111

Florida State University 
Credit Union 
Grant Abbott 
(850) 224-4960

Gulf Winds Credit Union 
Lee Ann Allen 
(850) 562-6702
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YOUR HOMETOWN CONNECTION 
FOR LEGAL & TITLE NEEDS

ESTATE, PROBATE, 
REAL ESTATE 
AND NOW... 

MEDIATION

(850) 926-8245
LOWELEGALANDTITLE.COM

FRANCIE C. LOWE
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MEMBERS - BY BUSINESS NAME
BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER
FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS / CREDIT 
UNIONS / MORTGAGES 
(continued) 

Prime Meridian Bank 
Susan Payne Turner 
(850) 907-2300

Union Home Mortgage 
Cynthia and Ralph 
Thomas 
(850) 926-4044

FIREARMS & 
ACCESSORIES

Noshoe Firearms and 
Accessories 
Cathy Barefoot 
(850) 926-2213

FIRE MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES

Attack - One Fire 
Management Services, 
Inc. 
Kevin Carter 
(850) 926-6534

FLOOR COVERINGS 
- SALES AND / OR 
SERVICE

Labig’s Hardwood 
Flooring 
Shawn Labig 
(850) 745-8723

McIver Flooring & 
Supplies 
Amber McIver 
(850) 926-9846

FUNERAL & 
CREMATION SERVICES

Bevis Funeral Home 
Rocky Bevis 
(850) 385-2193

Family Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services 
Paula Johnson 
(850) 926-5919

GOLF CARTS SERVICE 
/ SALES

B & V Golf Carts II 
Gypsy Meato 
(850) 745-8179

GOVERNMENT

City of Sopchoppy 
Ashley Schilling 
(850) 962-4611

City of St. Marks 
Zoe Mansfield 
(850) 925-6224

Wakulla Board of County 
Commissioners 
Kinsey Miller 
(850) 926-0919

Wakulla County Property 
Appraiser 
Ed Brimner 
(850) 926-0500 

Wakulla County 
Department of Health 
Tonya Hobby 
(850) 888-6070
GUTTERS 

GutterWerks 
Robbie Blanton 
(850) 766-7111

Gyms/Fitness 
Instructors

CORE Aspirations Pilates, 
LLC 
Laura Ring 
(850) 228-8545 
Longevity Strength and 
Fitness LLC 
Michael Fox 
(850) 443-0167 
Sunchaser Fitness 
Rochelle Thayer 
(714) 600-8070

Real Recovery 850 
Haley Brown 
(850) 848-4556
Whole Health Happy, LLC 
Nadia Kamal 
(850) 888-0205

HAIR SALONS 

Root 319 Salon and Spa 
Melissa Millender 
(850) 926-8319

HARDWARE & 
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Ace Hardware 
Beverly Roberts 
(850) 926-3141

HEALTH CARE 
PROVIDERS

North Northwest Florida 
Health Network 
Marcia Mathis 
(850) 410-1020

TMH Physician Partners 
Wakulla 
Tamara Metcalf, Office 
Manager 
(850) 926-7105 

Wakulla Urgent Care & 
Diagnostic Center 
Lisa Riickert 
(850) 926-3140

HOME INSPECTIONS

American Inspections, 
LLC 
Bob Hartsfield 
(850) 519-5918

HOUSING SOLUTIONS / 
PROVIDERS

Greyes Place 
Manager 
(850) 280-6800

HVAC

Advanced Air Care 
Heating & Cooling, LLC 
Taylor Beard 
(850) 926-4328

AirCon of Wakulla 
Gary Limbaugh 
(850) 926-5592

High Quality Heating & 
Air, Inc. 
Marty Causseaux 
(850) 926-1021

Keith Key Heating & Air 
Maya Key 
(850) 926-3546

Kellar Mechanical Inc 
Victoria Randle 
(850) 977-4742

Watts Cooling Heating & 
Plumbing, LLC 
Carre Welsh 
(850) 224-4822

INSURANCE 
COMPANIES

Cook Insurance Agency 
Dawn Rigdeon 
(850) 926-6612

HUB Florida Wakulla 
Office 
Tina Messer, Branch 
Manager 
(850) 926-7900

Kiersten Smith - State 
Farm 
Kiersten Smith 
(850) 745-2148

Primerica 
Carolyn Mann 
(850) 254-1200

Tucker Life Health 
Insurance 
Ross Tucker 
(850) 926-2200

Wakulla County Farm 
Bureau 
Gene Lambert/Lisa Griner 
(850) 926-3425

YOUnique Insurance 
Brokers, LLC 
Johnny Graham 
(850) 745-8866

LAND CLEARING & 
SERVICES 

Revell Tractor Worx & 
Land Services, Inc 
Jason Revell 
(850) 694-7493
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Securities offered through Securities America, In., member FINRA/SIPC and advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. 
Brian C. English, Representative, English Financial Group and Securities America are unaffiliated.

I T  A L L  S TA R T S  W I T H  A  C O N V E R S AT I O N
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•

&REVELL
ELECTRIC
AUTOMATED ACCESS SYSTEMS

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Automated Gate Operators • Garage Doors • Custom Gates & Entry Ways 

• Access Controls • Electrical • Welding • Trenching

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

LIC# ER0010976

 (850) 570-4484 • www.revellectric.com
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MEMBERS - BY BUSINESS NAME
BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER
LAND CLEARING & 
SERVICES (continued)

Wallace Brush Control, 
LLC 
Gary Wallace 
(850) 933-5896

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

J & K Rocks, LLC 
Jeff and Kay Cannon 
(850) 491-0954

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Wakulla County Sheriff ‘s 
Office Sheriff 
Jared Miller 
(850) 745-7107

LAWN & TREE SERVICE 
/ CLEARING

Bryan Lawn Care, Inc 
Bryan Camp 
(850) 926-1550

Miller’s Tree Service 
Ryan Laird 
(850) 519-5368

LIQUOR STORES 

Barn’s Spirits 
Niraj Patel 
(850) 713-0181

LODGING

Best Western Wakulla Inn 
& Suites 
Atul Patel 
(850) 926-3737

Buddah’s Bayside Haven, 
LLC 
Steve Sanabria 
(570) 656-6705

Magnuson Hotel 
Pritesh Patel, GM 
(850) 926-4455

The Lodge at Wakulla 
Springs 
Jesse Askew 
(850) 421-2000

The Panacea Motel 
Lee Hall 
(850) 745-4071

Sweet Magnolia Inn 
Melissa Hines 
(850) 755-3320

LODGING / RV CAMP 
GROUNDS

Shell Island Fish Camp & 
Marina 
Cheryl Horne 
(850) 925-6226

MARINE SERVICES / 
SALES/STORAGE

Shields Marina 
Pam Shields 
(850) 925-6158

MEDIA / PUBLICITY

Oyster Radio 
Ron Copeland 
(850) 323-1391

The Wakulla News 
 Trevor Lilburn 
(850) 926-7102

The Wakulla Sun 
William Snowden 
(850) 962-8024

Wave 94 
Doug Apple 
(850) 926-8000

WTXL TV 
Matt Brown - General 
Manager 
(850) 893-3127

MEDICAL BILLING 
SERVICES

Medical AR Revenue 
Solutions, LLC 
Sheila Erwin 
(850) 926-6110

NON - PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS & 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 

American Red Cross, 
Capital Region FL 
Sharon Tyler 
(850) 878-6080

Big Bend AHEC 
Allison Wiman 
(850) 224-1177

Camp Gordon Johnston 
Assoc. & WWII Museum  
David Butler 
(850) 697-8575

Capital Area Community 
Action Agency 
Tim Center 
(850) 222-2243

Capital Area Healthy Start 
Coalition 
Chris Szorcsik 
(850) 488-0288

Coastal Optimist Club of 
Wakulla 
JoAnn Daniels

Crawfordville Lions Club 
Shirley Howard 
(850) 926-6616

Disc Village, Inc. 
Beverly Johnson 
(850) 926-0026

Discover Sopchoppy 
Winky Rice 
(850)294-9601

Early Learning Coalition 
of the Big Bend Region, 
Inc. 
Lizbeth Murphy, CEO 
(850) 385-0504

Elder Care Services, Inc. 
Jocelyne Fliger 
(850) 921-5554

Friends of The 
Sopchoppy River, Inc. 
Elizabeth Carter

Friends of the Wakulla 
County Library 
Andrew Riddle 
(850) 544-9473

FSU Coastal & Marine 
Laboratory 
Dr. Joel Trexler 
(850) 697-4120

Gage Pitman Memorial 
Inc. 
Page Pitman 
(850) 933-7317

Goodwill Industries-Big 
Bend, Inc. 
Kim Gay

Gulf Specimen Marine 
Laboratories, Inc 
Cypress Rudloe 
(850) 984-5297

Keep Wakulla County 
Beautiful, Inc 
Tammie Nason 
(850) 745-7111

Miss Wakulla County 
Scholarship Pageant 
Sara Clark 
(850) 510-4897

N. Fl. Child Development, 
Inc. 
Sharon T. Gaskin 
(850) 639-5080

Northwest Florida Health 
Network 
Marcia Mathis/Mike 
Watson 
(850) 410-1020

Operation Wakulla, Inc. 
Denise Colangelo 
(205) 310-0942

Panacea Waterfronts 
Florida Partnership, Inc 
Sherrie Posey Miller 
(850) 508-3379

Paws of Wakulla, Inc. 
Jessica Huebner 
(850) 228-1242

Rotary Club of Wakulla 
Bill Snowden(president)

Theater with a Mission 
Benjamin Gunter 
(850) 800-6799

The American Legion 
Post #114 
Roxann Dressel

The Salvation Army 
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Labig's 
Hardwood
Flooring

FLOATING, NAIL DOWN,
GLUE DOWN

FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE
THAT WILL FLOOR YOU,

GIVE US A CALL WE
INSTALL!

(850) 745-8723
https://www.facebook.com/LHFQuality

LABIGSHARDWOODFLOORING@GMAIL.COM

HARDWOOD
E N G I N E E R E D , V I N Y L ,

L A M I N A T E

!!! FREE ESTIMATES !!!
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Shifting to smart meters that give you  
more control.

Using technology to respond even quicker  
when the power goes out. 

Providing access to more renewable  
energy choices.

We’re already building tomorrow’s intelligent and 
innovative energy future.

SMART. CLEAN. 
RELIABLE.

Discover what our energy investments mean for  
you: duke-energy.com/SMARTER

TAX  

 
   C

TO

A
O

C
TG

AUDIT

ROSE GROUP CPAS

www.ROSEGROUP.CPA

NAVIGATING TAX   ACCOUNTING   AUDIT

Unlock the Rose 
Group, CPAs 
Difference

• Dynamic tax, accounting,  
and audit    
services crafted just for you.

• We keep you informed  
about the latest changes  
and provide tailored   
strategies to ease your tax 
burdens.

• Collaborate closely with our 
team for customized  
financial strategies tailored  
to your business.
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Capital City Home Loans Stands Out
At Capital City Home Loans, we understand how competitive it is for homebuyers in today’s market. 
That’s why we offer exclusive mortgage financing programs to help our clients stand out from the crowd.
To ensure you stay ahead of the curve and secure the home of your dreams, you need a trusted lending partner 
with innovative products. Contact your Capital City Home Loans Mortgage Consultant today!

cchl.com
850.201.2127

2592 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327

cchl.com
NMLS ID #75615

Equal Housing Lender 

For more information, contact:

Mortgage Consultant
O: 850.201.2127
C: 850.228.5667
mwallace@cchl.com
mwallace.cchl.com
NMLS ID #2327682

Sample Loan Programs

Bridge Loans

Lot Loans

USDA Rural Loans

Flexible Portfolio Products

Adjustable Rate Mortgages

Conventional Fixed

FHA/VA

Construction-Permanent

Bond Loans

Renovation Loans

Mary Wallace

RECRUIT, TRAIN AND RETAIN 
YOUR DREAM TEAM

Helping Wakulla County businesses
with their talent needs for 

more than two decades.

Initiative supported by US DoL, HHS, and Ag. with awards  
totaling  $5,978,281  with 0% from non-government sources.

Equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids &
services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

All voice telephone numbers may be reached by persons
using TTY/TTD equipment via the Florida Relay Service at 711.  

A proud partner of the American Job Center network. 

(850) 414-6085
www.careersourcecapitalregion.com

Most of our solutions are offered
 at no cost to you!  

Give us to call to learn more!
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MEMBERS - BY BUSINESS NAME
BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER
NON - PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS & 
COMMUNITY SERVICES  
(continued)

Tallahassee Corps 
Brittany Christie 
(850) 895-6618

United Way of the Big 
Bend 
(850) 414-0844

Wakulla County Coalition 
for Youth 
Jennifer Phillips

Wakulla County 
Horseman’s Association 
Katrina Cochran 
(850) 933-0056

Wakulla County Garden 
Club 
Dianne Amburn

Wakulla Ducks Unlimited 
April Posey 
(850) 445-3047

Wakulla Sr. Citizens 
Council 
Executive Director 
(850) 926-7145

Women of the Moose - 
Chapter 2224 
Janice Salgado 
(850) 984-2510

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Inc. - Beta Alpha Iota 
Zeta 
Novella L. Franklin 
(850) 322-7296

NOTARY SERVICES

GStaten Signatures 
Gwendolyn Staten 
(850) 778-7321

NURSERIES-
WHOLESALE

SunBlest Gardens 
Caleb Van Wingerden 
(850) 421-0111

NURSING HOMES & 
REHAB FACILITIES

Eden Springs Nursing 
Home and Rehab 
Tabitha Lovell 
(850) 926-7181

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT 
SALES / SERVICE

3Y Outdoor Equipment 
 Larry Johnson 
(850) 926-3300

PAINTERS

A New Look Painting of 
N. FL 
Jim Porter 
(850) 926-2400

Porter Painting, LLC 
Holly Porter Largent 
(850) 519-0416

PEST CONTROL

Capelouto Termite and 
Pest Control 
Steve Bolton 
(850) 656-1166

PHOTOGRAPHY

Courtney Wahl 
Photography, LLC 
Courtney Wahl 
(813) 731-4099

PORTABLE 
RESTROOMS

Howdy’s Rent a Toilet 
Kevin Jenkins 
(850) 656-8633

PRINTING - BUSINESS 
SOLUTIONS

Amazing Business 
Solutions, Inc. 
Shannon Larson 
(850) 926-2995

POSTAL & BUSINESS 
SOLUTIONS

The UPS Store 
Sejal Patel 
(850) 745-8550

PUBLIC ADJUSTERS

Guardian Public 
Adjusting, LLC 
Angie & Clay Bozeman 
(386) 972-5555

REAL ESTATE 
DEVELOPMENT

The Parrish Group 
Rick Shays 
(828) 371-5423

REAL ESTATE / SALES / 
LEASING

BlueWater Realty Group 
Susan Jones 
(850) 926-8777

Coastal Gems Real 
Estate 
Carol Ann Williams 
(850) 566-9293

Coastwise Realty 
Lynn Cole 
(850) 926-8038

Coldwell Banker Hartung 
 Chip Hartung 
(850) 386-6160

Jeep Girl Real Estate 
Camille Duke 
(850) 692-9449

Harvey-Lentz Realty 
Group 
Sharilyn Ryals 
(850) 926-9090

Kent Strauss 
Management & Realty 
Inc. 
Andrea Lee 
(850) 877-2284

Larson Park Realty 
Kerrie Larson 
(850) 778-1715 

N. G. Wade Investment 
Company 
Richard Exline 
(904) 388-3561

Rybak Realty LLC 
Heather Rybak 
(850) 692-3872

Shell Point Realty 
Susan Wilhelm 
(850) 926-8120

Southern Coastal Homes, 
Inc 
John Lewis 
(850) 769-8981

Southern Oaks Real 
Estate 
Briana Holley 
(850) 509-4409

Timber and Tides Real 
Estate 
Kayla Palmer 
(850) 544-4655

Wakulla Realty 
Sonya Hall 
(850) 926-5084

Waypoint Properties 
Josh Brown and Elaine 
Gary 
(850) 926-9100

Xcellence Realty - Peggy 
Owens 
Peggy Owens 
(850) 545-3764

RESTAURANTS / 
COFFEE SHOPS/FOOD 
TRUCKS

Asini’s Woodfired Grill 
Jon Turner 
(850) 962- 8071

Breakfast Station #12 
Denise Limpert 
(850) 962-8134

Chicken Salad Chick 
Lewis McCartha 
(850) 402-0653
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Coastal 
Optimist Club

of Wakulla

Coastal 
Optimist Club

of Wakulla

Coastal Optimist Club of 
Wakulla meetings are the first 

and third Thursday each month 
at 12 pm at Myra Jean’s in 

Crawfordville, Florida.

www.facebook.com/coastaloptimistwakulla

wakullaoptimist@yahoo.com

www.optimist.org

Club of 
Wakulla County

Rotary Club
of Wakulla

Rotary Club of Wakulla
meetings are every Thursday
at 8:30 am at the TCC Wakulla 
Center Crawfordville, Florida.

www.facebook.com/RotaryClubOfWakulla

wakullarotary@yahoo.com

http://www.wakullarotary.org/
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MEMBERS - BY BUSINESS NAME
BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER
RESTAURANTS / 
COFFEE SHOPS/FOOD 
TRUCKS (continued)

Donkeys Bar and Grill 
Jon Turner 
(850) 745-8916

Hamaknockers BBQ 
Aaron Baker 
(850) 926-4737

Posey’s Seafood & Oyster 
Bar 
Sherrie Posey Miller 
(850) 984-5243

Seineyard at Wildwood 
Lisa Hester 
(850) 926-9191

The Shack a Coffee 
Boutique 
Tina Nunn 
(850) 817-0133
Wild Ox Coffee Company 
David Hudgins 
(321) 960-2504

Zaxby’s 
Ben Sharkey, Manager 
(850) 745-6273

ROOFING

Blackfoot Roofing & 
Construction 
Travis Bozeman 
(850) 251-9792

Logan Roofing 
Heather Logan 
(850) 926-3080

McKeithen & Sons 
Roofing 
Rusty McKeithen 
(850) 575-3333

SCREEN PRINTING/
EMBROIDERY / 
PROMOTIONAL 
SPECIALTIES

Clothesline 
Dana Lachter - Rivera 
(850) 877-9171

SEAFOOD SALES

Oyster Boss Oyster 
Company, LLC 
Reid Tilley 
(850) 491-8207

Saucey Lady Oyster 
Company 
Tim Jordan 
(850) 567-9296

SECURITY SYSTEMS

Corbin Systems 
Kristin Corbin 
(850) 491-6277

SIGNS 

Wakulla Sign Company 
Carly Palmer 
(850) 421-2301

STORAGE CENTERS

Wakulla Storage LLC 
Donna Dickens 
(850) 524-0473

SURVEYORS

Edwin Brown & Assoc. 
Roberta Whiting 
(850) 926-3016

TRAILERS SALES / 
SERVICE

Lee Trailer Sales 
Michelle Thompson 
(850) 878-0788

TUTORING SERVICES 

North Florida Learning 
Center 
Jennifer Phillips 
(850) 745-8036

UTILITIES

Duke Energy 
(800) 700-8744

St. Joe Natural Gas 
Company 
Ryan Walker 
(850) 229-8216

Talquin Electric 
Cooperative 
Samantha Jessee 
(850) 627-7651

VENDING & 
REFRESHMENT 
SERVICES

Coca-Cola UNITED 
Gregory Houston 
(844) 469-2653

Refreshment Services 
Pepsi 
Scott Cason 
(850) 574-0281

VETERINARIANS

Forgotten Coast Animal 
Hospital 
Cassandra Manuel, DVM 
(850) 536-6519

Shepherd Spring Animal 
Hospital 
Jeanette Burdette 
(850) 926-1475

VCA Wakulla Animal 
Hospital 
Kristan Downer 
(850) 926-7153

WASTE WATER 
MANAGEMENT

ESG Operations, Inc 
Ned Nobles 
(850) 962-3026

WATER SYSTEMS

Panacea Area Water 
System, Inc. 
Ingrid Matlock 
(850) 984-5301

WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 

CareerSource Capital 
Region 
James McShane 
(850) 617-4601
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Florida
Environmental & 

Land Services Inc.

221-4 Delta Court
Tallahassee, FL 

32303

850-385-6255

felsi.net
info@felsi.org

Providing Environmental 
& Land Development Solutions

Specializing in Permitting & Assistance with:

Wetland Delineation

Threatened & Endangered Species Surveys

Pre-Purchase Land Assessments

Land Use Amendments

Shoreline Restoration

Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessments

Tree Surveys

Docks

Seawalls

Marinas

Dredging

Access Roads

Restoration Plans

Gopher Toroise Surveys and Relocation
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 Where recipes are born- not copied

A Treasured Florida Seafood Experience Awaits You

LARGEST VARIETY OF GULF SEAFOOD IN NORTH FLORIDA
ALL SEAFOOD SOURCED LOCALLY

Family Owned and 
Operated since 1945

77 years 
and counting!

5 Mashes Sands Road, Panacea, Florida 32346 USA
At the Bridge  ~ Ochlockonee Bay  ~ Scenic Coastal Hwy. 98

ANGELOSPANACEA.COM

Open 5 days a week Year Round
Wed. - Thurs. 4:30-9:00PM • Fri. - Sat. 4:30-10PM 

Sun. 12 NOON-9:00PM

850-984-5168

 Where recipes are born- not copied Where recipes are born- not copied Where recipes are born- not copied Where recipes are born- not copied Where recipes are born- not copied
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S t a y  i n  t h e  h e a r t
- Edward Ball Wakulla Springs State Park

- Alligator Point Aquatic Preserve

- … and many more nearby

Magnuson Hotel | Wildood Inn
3896 Coastal Hwy. 98 Crawfordville, FL 32327
www.innatwildwood.com | reservations@innatwildwood.com
phone: 850-926-4455 | toll free:1-800-878-1546| fax:850-926-6955

Gazebo Swimming Pool Tennis Weddings

MAGNUSON HOTEL
CRAWFORDVILLE
WILDWOOD   I N N
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BEER
WINE
SHINE

ICE

Barn’sLiquor

Moonshine

Beer

Fine Wine

Liquor

....and 
Much More!

Barn’sSpirits
Fine Wine & Liquor

Barn’sLiquor
Best Liquor and Wine seLection in WakuLLa!

1306 Coastal Hwy, Panacea, FL 32346   850-713-0181

Open 7 Days 
Stop on your way to the Gulf

1970  Woodville Hwy, 
Crawfordville,
FL, 32327  

Barn’sLiquor
Corner of Woodville Hwy. & Coastal Hwy. 98 
On your way to St. Marks Refuge, Wakulla & St. Marks Rivers.

Open 7 Days 

Photo of St. Marks Lighthouse

850-817-0055

2 Convenient Locations!NOW
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