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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

A Tallahassee man pleaded to a charge of DUI 
Manslaughter and was sentenced to 9 years in 
state prison at a hearing on Tuesday, May 27.
On Oct. 29, 2023, Taylor Searcy had been fish-

ing off Shell Point and had consumed several beers 
and marijuana when he drove through the flashing 
lights on Highway 98 at Spring Creek Highway 
and crashed into a 
Jeep driven by Ste-
phen Walker, a long-
time Jefferson County 
commissioner. Walker 
was killed.
The plea was ne-

gotiated by Searcy’s 
defense attorney, Fred 
Conrad, and Wakulla 
Chief Prosecutor An-
drew Deneen. 
In the courtroom, 

there was a large crowd 
of family and friends 
for both Searcy and 
Walker, and Wakulla 
Circuit Judge Layne 
Smith said he had re-
ceived an outpouring 
of letters on behalf of 
both men.
Judge Smith called 

Walker “a great man” 
because of his dedica-
tion to his community 
and his good deeds, a 
man of character and 
integrity.
 The judge noted Searcy had never been in any 

sort of trouble prior to this incident – showing, 
the judge said,  “All it takes is a lapse of judgment 
one time.”
“Not a single person leaves the building feeling 

good about this,” the judge said.
Walker’s family talked about the emotional dev-

astation they felt after Stephen’s death. He was 
59 when he was killed.
His stepdaughter, Danielle Bishop, noted that 

the Jefferson County community had to hold his 

Press Release

Wakulla County has been notified that the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection  
received an initial Public Notice of Pollution related 
to a diesel spill at the Winco Utilities water system, 
PWSID#1650791.
According to the report, on Thursday, May 29, 

at approximately 6:45 p.m., during routine re-
fueling by a contractor, an estimated 70 gallons 
of diesel fuel entered one of Winco’s wells and 
may have entered a groundwater storage tank. 
The facility, located at 514 Commerce Boulevard, 
Crawfordville, has issued a Stop Drinking and 
Using Potable Water Order out of an abundance 
of caution.
The affected area is limited to:
The WINCO facility,
Three industrial users, and
Customers on Commerce Boulevard
Contrary to some public reports, this situation 

does not impact the broader Crawfordville water 
supply.
The utility operator has isolated the source of 

the contamination, and flushing and water sam-
pling are underway. The water system will remain 
under restriction until all required water quality 
samples confirm the system is safe for use.
Wakulla County is closely monitoring the situ-

ation and coordinating with DEP, Winco Utilities, 
and local partners to ensure appropriate response 
and public safety.

Martha Crawford Crisler 

Middle school students 
honored for response/Page 3

If you’re driving on Rehwinkel Road  you should be able to 
spot  a small garden of colorful Daylilies, if you keep looking 
you will see huge gardens of these beautiful plants. 

This is Marsha Crawford Crisler’s “Crawford Daylily 
Gardens” and she is open to the public at certain times. She 
posts her hours on the outside gate. 

“I was introduced to Daylilies when I was 12 years old by 
my Aunt Mildred Crawford and joined the Tallahassee Daylily 
Society in 2019,” said Crisler. 

You know this is a serious garden when one could spot 
930 di� erent types of blooms in this mass of beautiful color. 
One could also consider it a historical Garden because many 
of the bulbs are more than 30 years old. 

“� ere are several di� erent sized blooms: miniature are 
less than 3 inch blooms; small are 3 inches to less than 4 1/2 
inches; large are 4 1/2 inches and less than 6.99 inches and 
extra large blooms are seven inches or larger,” Crisler said. 

Crisler is the Director for Region 12 of the National Daylily 
Society, the society keeps the records of the many varieties. 
She says that there are 15 di� erent regions in the U.S. 

Crisler is also a member of the Wiregrass Daylily Society, 
Member of Defuniak Springs Daylily Society, and she attends 
many Daylily shows and in many cases does the judging. 

She has set up tables, chairs and umbrellas for seating and 
hopes to rent out her area for special small events.

– Story & Photos by Lynda Kinsey.

A PHOTO ESSAY
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Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Elderberry
By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, and 

SANDY TEDDER
 

Elderberry (Sambucus nigra subsp. 
canadensis) is a large shrub or small tree with 
showy flowers and edible fruit. It is covered in 
early summer with large flat-topped clusters 
of tiny white flowers that attract butterflies. 
In late summer, it bears hanging clusters of 
small purplish-black berries. The ripe fruit can 
be used in winemaking, pies, pancakes, and 
jellies. Also called American elder, this decid-
uous native grows 5-15 feet tall and 6-10 feet 
wide in full to part sun. It prefers rich moist 
to wet soil. Many long stems arise from the 
base to form a loose graceful arching shrub. 
It spreads through suckers to form large col-
onies. It provides valuable food, shelter, and 
nesting habitat for birds and other wildlife. 
Elderberry is blooming now near the wooded 
swale at Sopchoppy Depot Park.

20242024

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Monday-Friday 8-6:30
Saturday 8-5

850-926-4677
Our current store address is 
28 McCallister Road
www.mikesfeedstore.com

MIKE’S
 FEED STORE

Congratulations on Your Success! 
The Mike’s Feed Store family is 
proud of  you & knows that you 
will do great things!
Proud Sponsor of  Student of  the Week…

God 
Bless America

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.
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formerly Habitat for Humanity

Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

CELEBRATING  
 37 YEARS!

Markion Hatcher – Kindergartner at COAST Charter
Student of the Week

Principal: Frankie Harvey

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: It is with great 
pleasure that I recognize Markion Hatcher for his out-
standing efforts and positive attitude in the classroom. 
Markion consistently demonstrates a love for learning 
and a genuine enthusiasm for every new challenge. 
Markion is an active participant during lessons, always 
eager to share his ideas and ask thoughtful questions. He 
works diligently to complete tasks with care and accura-
cy, and he takes pride in producing neat and well-orga-
nized work. In addition to his academic progress, Marki-
on is a kind and caring classmate. He always offers a 
helping hand to his peers and shows respect and empathy 
towards others. His positive attitude and friendly nature 
make him a valued member of our classroom communi-
ty. I am so proud of Markion’s accomplishments and am 
confident that he will continue to thrive and excel in all 
areas of learning. Keep up the fantastic work, Markion! 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

Purchase a panther 
license plate to help 
protect the iconic Florida 
panther. Proceeds 
pay for research and 

management as well as the care and rehabilitation of injured 
panthers. You’ll be providing much needed support for conservation. 
It matters to us. 

Learn more about the Florida panther at MyfWC.com/panther.

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

It matters to us
     which plate you buy
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   $6
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850-926-4653
3874 Coasta l  Highway ,  Crawfordv i l l e

Through 
2025-
Limited 
to  30 

fami l ies .

850-566-9293 CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com • LarsonPark.com

Carol Ann 
Williams

Specializing in 
Wakulla Co., Leon Co. 

and Franklin Co. Broker Associate,-
Realtor  

Local In-Person S e r v i c e • Or email or text me

arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Listing Properties for 
Sale or Manage!

ALL PRO
FENCE & DECK

850-408-7709
Commercial, Residential, Decks, Gates & More
Locally Owned & Operated • 30 years experience • Licensed & Insured

Joey 
Olah
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DUI Manslaughter

Your local source for news.

Special to The Sun

The Gage Pitman Memorial, Inc. is 
proud to announce the return of the 
5th Annual Gage Pitman Memorial 
Rockin’ Reds Fishing Tournament, 
taking place June 6 – 8 at Woolley 
Park in Panacea. 
This annual event honors the life 

and legacy of Gage Pitman by cele-
brating his passion for fishing and 
bringing the community together for 
a weekend of competitive angling, 
live music, great food, raffles, and 
waterfront fun. 
The tournament challenges an-

glers to reel in red snapper or redfish 
– two of Gage’s favorite catches. 

At the heart of the tournament is 
Gage’s lasting impact on the commu-
nity, which lives on through events 
like this that help fund educational 
and recreational opportunities for the 
youth of Wakulla County. 
The tournament is a tribute to his 

love for fishing, family, and friends, 
and his gift for putting a smile on the 
faces of everyone he met. 
Late online registration is available 

at www.gagepitmanmemorialrock-
inreds.com/ until Friday, June 6 at 
7 p.m. 
Anglers can compete by boat in 

the Inshore and Offshore Divisions 
or individually in the Youth Division. 
Boats must be powered by a combus-

tion engine of at least 10 horsepower.
The tournament schedule is as 

follows:
Friday, June 6 – Kickoff Events 

at Woolley Park
• Late registration: Available until 

7 p.m.
• Mandatory Captain’s Meeting: 

7 p.m.
• Dinner, Jackpots, Raffles, Shirts 

& Beer: 5:30 – 8 p.m.
• Live Music by Madden Metcalf: 

6 – 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 7 – Tournament 

Day 1
• Weigh-In: 2 – 6 p.m.
• Participants must be in line with 

their fish by 6 p.m.

Sunday, June 8 – Tournament 
Day 2

• Final Weigh-In: 1 – 4 p.m.
• Participants must be in line with 

their fish by 4 p.m.
• Drawings and awards for all cat-

egories will be held shortly after the 
final weigh-in
Non-competitors are encouraged to 

join the fun – watch exciting weigh-
ins, enjoy delicious local food, sip 
ice-cold drinks, and take in festive 
live entertainment along the Panacea 
waterfront.
For complete rules, registration in-

formation, and event updates, please 
visit www.gagepitmanmemorialrock-
inreds.com.

Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office

Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office proudly 
commend three outstanding 8th 
grade students from Wakulla Middle 
School – Aaliyah Williams, Kira Sim-
mons, and Mya Warning – for their 
quick thinking, courage, and lead-
ership during a medical emergency.
On Feb. 11, a student at Wakulla 

Middle School experienced a med-
ical emergency in the classroom, 
collapsing to the floor and suffering 
a seizure. While the teacher ran to 
call for help, Aaliyah Williams im-
mediately sprang into action. She 
quickly turned the student onto 
her side and supported her head to 
prevent injury. Kira Simmons and 
Mya Warning also rushed to assist, 
following Aaliyah’s instructions and 
working together to provide aid until 
school administrators arrived.

The teacher later expressed her 
deep gratitude, sharing that she felt 
overwhelmed in the moment and 
was relieved these students were 

present and knew how to respond. 
The student experiencing the 

medical episode was transported to 
the hospital for further evaluation 

and care. Aaliyah later explained 
that she knew how to respond be-
cause a member of her family suffers 
from seizures.
These students showed excep-

tional leadership, compassion, and 
bravery in a crisis situation. Their 
calm and coordinated response 
likely made a critical difference in 
ensuring their classmate received 
safe, immediate care.

On May 19th, the WCSO Safe 
Schools Division presented Certif-
icates of Excellence in Leadership 
and Courage to Aaliyah Williams, 
Kira Simmons, and Mya Warning.

Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office are proud to 
recognize these remarkable young 
individuals. Their actions exemplify 
the strength and spirit of our com-
munity’s youth.

From Front Page

funeral at a school to 
sccommodate the large 
crowd.
Derek Walker, the 

victim’s younger broth-
er, recounted “the worst 
phone call of my life” 
being told of Stephen’s 
death. 
“What I’ve learned,” 

he told the court, “is that 

grief for a lost loved one 
never truly ends.”
Walker’s wife  com-

plained of Searcy’s up-
bringing, saying that 
his family had spoiled 
him by making him feel 
entitled. Later in her 
victim impact statement, 
she turned to Searcy and 
said she forgave him, 
but that she hated that 
his selfishness had led 

to this.
Walker’s daughter 

Jackie said she had 
named her son Stephen 
after her late dad.
Offered the opportu-

nity to speak, Searcy 
stood and turned to the 
Walker family, crying, 
and said: “I’m really sor-
ry.”
After composing him-

self, he added: “There 
are no words that can 
express my regret and 
remorse,” he said. “My 

heart is truly broken for 
everyone affected... I’m 
sorry,” he added and 
sobbed.
Walker’s wife an-

swered: “Thank you.”
“This is the worst kind 

of case, because it’s a 
tragedy for two families,” 
Judge Smith said.
DUI Manslaughter is 

a second degree felony 
punishable by a maxi-
mum of 15 years in pris-
on and a $10,000 fine.

A Free Press 
Your Key To 
Freedom

Rockin’ Reds tournament is this weekend

Middle school students honored for response

Wakulla Middle School students Aaliyah Williams, Kira Simmons, and Mya Warning 
received certi� cates of excellence from the WCSO for their quick response when another 

student had a medical emergency.

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides 

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not 
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

EVENT: School Board Meeting
DATE: Monday, June 16, 2025
TIME: 5:45 pm
PLACE: School Board Room, 69 Arran   
 Road, Crawfordville, Florida
PURPOSE: Monthly School Board Meeting

June 5, 2025

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF WAKULLA 
COUNTY ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING:

For further information please contact:
Superintendent’s Office
Wakulla County Schools

Post Office Box 100, 69 Arran Rd
Crawfordville, Florida 32326

850-926-0065

Notice of Public Meeting:
The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 

has scheduled a Public Meeting of the Affordable Housing 
Advisory Committee on June 19, 2025, at 10:00 AM in 

the Wakulla County Fire and Rescue conference room at 
318 Trice Lane in Crawfordville, FL. Interested parties are 

invited to attend and participate.
Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should 

contact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners Ad-
ministration Offi ce at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 
926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at 
ADARequest@mywakulla.com June 5, 2025

Sopchoppy High School 
Redevelopment Public Workshop

City of Sopchoppy, Florida

June 5, 2025

Date:   Wednesday, June 11, 2025
Time:   5:30pm ET
Location:  Sopchoppy City Hall   
105 Municipal Avenue, Sopchoppy, FL 32358
Please join us at a public workshop to provide your input 
and discuss the future of the 15-acre property centered 
around the historic Sopchoppy High School. This is a 
unique opportunity to provide early input on how the City 
of Sopchoppy might revitalize a key community landmark 
and ensure its continued benefit to future generations. All 
are welcome to attend. 
Persons wishing to comment may do so in person at the 
workshop or by writing to the City Commission at P.O. 
Box 1219, Sopchoppy, Florida 32358.  No formal actions 
will be taken at the workshop by the Commission. 
If an individual decides to appeal against any decision 
made by the commission with respect to this meeting, a 
verbatim transcript may be required.  If so, the individual 
should make provision for a transcript to be made at the 
meeting, (RE: Florida Statute 286.0105).  Pursuant to 
the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any 
person requiring special accommodation to participate in 
this meeting is asked to advise the city at least 48 hours 
before the meeting by contacting Ashley Schilling at the 
above address or 850-962-4611.

Public Service Announcement
Meeting Announcement 

The Apalachee Regional Planning Council announc-
es a meeting to which all persons are invited.  The 
Wakulla County Transportation Disadvantaged Co-
ordinating Board will meet on Wednesday, June 
18, 2025, at 10:00 am Eastern Time, at the Wakul-
la County Community Center, 318 Shadeville Rd., 
Crawfordville, FL 32327.  The agenda will include 
its regular quarterly business items and updating 
the Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan.  
For additional information contact Austin Britt, TD 
Program Coordinator at the Apalachee Regional 
Planning Council at 850-312-1862, or by email at 
abritt@arpc.org.  June 5, 2025

This is the fi fth year of the fi shing tournament created to honor the late Gage Pitman

This is the fi fth year of the fi shing tournament created to honor the late Gage Pitman

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
@TheWakullaSun @TheWakullaSun

www.TheWakullaSun.com

Florida Wild Mammal Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 FWMA.org
363-2351

A Wakulla Wild Animal Rescue
WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

HELP?
We always need donations of 

these items: 
• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts

• Pedigree wet & 
dry dog food

• Friskies wet & 
dry cat food
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

Story on Vietnam veteran was healing

Sharing the story on Vietnam veteran

Mauney seemed like a nice guy

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to help 
us cover the stories that matter to you. 
By donating, you help us keep citi-

zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 
Your contributions will equip our 

newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.
That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the environ-

ment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With your 

help, we can keep the presses running 
through hard times. 
We would very much appreciate your 

contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is 
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with 
its principal place of business in Florida. 
The Florida Press Foundation is 

registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other 
information about the Florida Press 
Foundation’s purpose, programs and 
activities can be obtained by visiting 
https://floridapressfoundation.org or 
by writing to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301.
We accept donations by card or 

check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.
Send it to Florida Press Foundation 

at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
Tallahassee FL 32301

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

Editor, The Sun:

Re: “Bob Crowson’s Vietnam experience,” May 22nd issue, by Beverly Crow-
son Parish:

I wish I could have read this article on Bob Crowson before I married my hus-
band, Odell. He had the same problem adjusting after he came back from Nam. 
I met him after he first got back from there. He had issues that only God could 

reach! It helped me to understand Odell. It was healing for me!  
It’s  hard for me to say in words what this article did for me. The best word 

is compassion for those who have gone through trauma, and those who are af-
fected by it. 

His mother, Madelyn Crowson, was a blessing for all of us. We have to keep 
praying for our families! I will continue to pray for Bob. I’m glad he has his part-
ner, Linda.

Donna Dees
Seffner, Fla.

Editor, The Sun:

Re: “Bob Crowson’s Vietnam experience,” May 22nd issue, by Beverly Crow-
son Parish:

The article was beautifully written, and tears were shed as I read it. Thanks 
for sharing these horrid experiences he endured. I have always said future gen-
erations cannot forget what soldiers endured for our country.

 I had my daughter print the article. I want to save this for my kids and grand-
kids so they will have the true information of the Vietnam War and the sacrifices 
so many made.
What a testimony Bob has to share on the power of prayer. God is so big. I 

always knew he was so special when I would see him around the county. He 
always had that big smile.
This will remain in my mind and soul forever. 

M.G. Smith
Alexander City, Ala.

Editor, The Sun:

Re: “Mauney found guilty of second degree murder,” May 29th issue:

I met Stuart Mauney six months ago. Mr. Mauney seemed like a very nice guy 
throughout our eight to 10 meetings. I have to mention that he did say things 
that didn’t quite add up and unlike what was exposed in his courtroom trial. I 
do understand that a man’s life was taken here but Stuart’s “20 years as an RN” 

had me convinced that he was innocent. He’d spent a large part of his life help-
ing to save others, why would someone like that take a life and leave the scene? 
Just a very strange collision of lives. One tragically taken with one, at 69 years, 
for all practical purposes, also taken. Very sad. I met his wife too, a very nice, 
demure lady. Before his conviction, Stuart had told me that she was very much 
emotionally affected by this tragedy as many were on the opposite side.

Bill Catalina
Crawfordville
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“It’s A New Day!”

Calendar of events for the week of June 5
� ursday, June 5

• Rotary Club of Wakulla meets at TSC 
Wakulla at 8:30 a.m.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be 
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Th ursday. Th ere are con-
cessions and raffl  es.
• Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with Nellie every 
Th ursday. Classes are $12, at New Posh on 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838. 
• Gentle Yoga at First Baptist Church, 3086 
Crawfordville Hwy., at 11:30 a.m. Chair 
participants welcome. $2 donation per 
class. Bring your mat.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, June 6

• Mobile mammogram will be off ered at 
the community center from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Walk-ins are welcome.

• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon at 
8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, June 7

• Rockin’ Reds fi shing tournament in mem-
ory of Gage Pitman will be held through-
out the day at Panacea’s Woolley Park.
• Th e Panacea Community Garden Farm-
er’s Market will be held from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon in Panacea.

Sunday, June 8

• Rockin’ Reds fi shing tournament will 
be held throughout the day at Panacea’s 
Woolley Park.
 

Monday, June 9

• Planning Commissioners meets at 6 p.m. 
in the commission boardroom.
• Sopchoppy City Commission meets at 
City Hall at 6:30 p.m.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program will be 

available for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church every Monday.
• Grief Support Group will be off ered at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church every Monday 
June 9 through July 14 from 7 to 8p.m. 
Th ere is no cost. Contact Stan Mitchell at 
850-728-3454.
• Th e Wakulla Caregiver Support Group 
meets at Lake Ellen Baptist Church at 9:30 
a.m every second Monday of the month.
• Crawfordville Woman’s Club monthly 
meeting is the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 64 Ochlockonee St., 
in Crawfordville. Call (850) 566-5727 for 
more information.
• Yoga 101 with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are 
$12, packages available at New Posh on 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838.
• Gentle Yoga and Stretching Class, every 
Monday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Community 
Center. Bring a mat. Come early to sign in. 
Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2 per 

class.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday,  June 10

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held ev-
ery week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga Flow with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes 
are $12, packages available at New Posh on 
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850) 
528-5838.

Wednesday, June 11

• Yoga with Stacy at the community center 
at 11 a.m. $2 donation per class.
• A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center every Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

On the Horizon 

By LINDA OAKS
Library Director

Library News June 5th to June 11th:

Thursday, June 5th 
• Creative Writing I 10am
• Summer Breakspot Free Lunch 
11am
• Shade Brigade (Grades 3-5) 2pm

• All Together Art (All Ages) 4pm
• Bible Study 7pm

Friday, June 6th
• Quilting Guild 10am

Saturday, June 7th
• No Programs

Sunday, June 8th

• Closed

Monday, June 9th
• American Legion Post 114 Exec 
Meeting 5:30pm

Tuesday, June 10th
• Computer Basics (Registration Re-
quired 5-week class) 9:30am
• Book Bunch 10am
• Second Harvest Nutrition Class 
10am
• Summer Breakspot Free Lunch 

11am
• Big Bend AHEC Tobacco free 
5:30pm
• Summer Performer at the Commu-
nity Center Phil Meyer Magic 7pm

Wednesday, June 11th
• Book Babies 10am
• Summer Breakspot Free Lunch 
11am
• The Hue Crew (grades K-2) 2pm
• Knitting Group 4pm
• Summer Middle Manga 4:30pm

Library News



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, June 5, 2025 – Page 5

Wakulla Crossroads
By VERNA BROCK

School’s. Out. For. The. Summer!
Believe it or not,  Alice Cooper’s 

rock anthem debuted when I was in 
high school, a long time ago. Despite 
being a pretty scary looking character 
to me, I could definitely relate to the 
sentiment expressed in his song. 
Even as a good student, I looked 

forward to weeks of relaxed sched-
ules and summer days without the 
stress of tests and research papers. 
Our school bus driver had it blasting 
every day as the school year drew to 
a close. Think he was looking forward 
to vacation too?
How well I remember those golden 

days of childhood. Like so many mil-
itary families, we often moved from 
post to post while school was out. For 
the most part, my brother and I were 
excited for the next adventure. From 
Florida to Michigan to Hawaii, back 
to Michigan, to New Jersey, to Flor-
ida, we got to see this big, beautiful 

country. I’m pretty sure we took it all 
for granted as kids, since it was all 
we’d ever known. But we were smart 
enough to know the world was a pret-
ty amazing place.
We attended seven different ele-

mentary schools, three junior high 
schools, and two high schools. And 
I have friends who make my travels 
look tame in comparison to theirs! We 
all learned how to make friends quick-
ly, and to adjust to new environments 
and expectations. Education didn’t 
happen just behind school walls. 
Being a “military  brat” was a great 
preparation for real life. New places, 
new people, so many diverse cultures 
to adjust to, all made us resilient. It 
made us adaptable, and dare I say, 
more open-minded. Even today, I feel 
blessed and grateful for the life I have 
lived. 
Of course there was always a twinge 

of sadness as we left good friends be-
hind, but this was offset by what was 
coming next. Our parents encouraged 

our excitement as we pulled up stakes 
and moved on. The only instance I re-
ally felt genuine homesickness was 
when we moved to Florida in the mid-
dle of my junior year in high school. 
That was a tough one. It did make 
leaving home for college painless...I’d 
already gone through any sense of 
loss two years before! 
As my father drove me up Apalachee 

Parkway so long ago, I knew he was 
filled with apprehension. Despite my 
having graduated from communi-
ty college, the thought of leaving his 
19 year old daughter all alone, so far 
from home, was fraught. 
I, on the other hand,  couldn’t wait 

for the next new thing. I instantly fell 
in love with Tallahassee, and North 
Florida in general. I am still in love 
with the place, and have never want-
ed to live anywhere else since then.
Here in Wakulla, we are in the 

season of change and new horizons. 
Another class of bright, hopeful stu-
dents has graduated. They’re moving 
on to new challenges and wide open 
futures. Parents send them into the 
world with pride and excitement, and 

the same twinge of anxiety my father 
felt so many years ago. We want so 
much for our children as we hope and 
pray for their safety and happiness!  
Their dreams become our dreams, 
and we fervently hope we’ve done our 
job preparing them well. 
As summer kicks off, our children 

will be out of school, and looking 
for fun. You may see them out and 
about, playing, walking and biking. 
As always, keep your eyes peeled for 
them all day long. They don’t always 
look for us!

Please continue to keep the fam-
ilies of Thelma Watts, Mary Jane 
Thornton and Tom McClure in your 
prayers during this time of loss. Cin-
dy Blackstock is recovering well from 
her recent surgery, and covets your 
prayerful support.

Next Sunday will be Second Sun-
day Sing at the Woodville United 
Methodist Church, at 6 p,m. It will be 
followed by a fellowship supper in the 
social hall, and everyone is welcome.

Volunteers Robert and Kenny Manning, Gwendolyn Staten, Cheryl Randolph,and Dianne 
Woodard serve up a big breakfast, cooked by Buckorn Masonic Lodge #354.

PHOTOS BY GERALD BROWN 

< Question of The Week > 

DAVID BAILY
Vision Crafters

“I look for all the 
visual art. It creates 

a scene and an 
environment. ” 

ANN ALLSHOUSE
Retired\

“Ideas! I sew and 
I have friends who 

do crafts.”

Polled at the County Line Craft Show held at the Wakulla Shrine Club on Saturday:

LORRIE STANFORD
Retired

“I look for cool 
new stuff I’ve 

never seen before. 
I love to see all the 

creative talent.”

“Nothing in 
particular, I lean 

toward the jewelry 
and the home made 

crafts.”

MONA WILLIAMS
Retired

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

IDA CHRISTIE
Retired

“Unique items, 
defi nitely looking 
for handmade.”

What do you look for at a craft show?

Wakulla 4-H cleans together to build community

Buckhorn News
By ETHEL SKIPPER

In the midst of trials, Christians can 
worship and serve the Lord. Reading 
the story of Job and his suffering – the 
Book of Job reveals God’s sovreignty, 
satanic limitations, and the human 
struggle of why the righteous suffer.
Job was confronted with sad news 

time after time. He didn’t have time 
to recover from one bad report before 
there was more bad news. Job’s re-
sponse is helpful for all Christians who 
will face bad news in one form or an-
other during their lives despite their 
faith and faithfulness.

As David wrote (Psalm 34:19) “Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous, but 
the Lord delivers him out of them all.” 
Job was a perfect and upright man 

and one who feared God and eschewed 
evil. Job was a wealthy man with a 
large family. The Bible describes Job as 
the greatest of all the men of the east.
Job loses his family and possessions 

– and in all this Job sinned not, nor 
charged God foolishly.
Job was hurt and confused and he 

did not know why this was happening, 
but he knew God – so he worshipped 
and blessed the Lord rather than curs-
ing him.

We know that in this life there will 
be trials John 16:33 but our fatihful-
ness to God in the difficulties of life is 
a powerful testimony to those who are 
watching our lives.

Vistiing our community over the 
week was Pastor Frank Johnson and 
family from Seattle.

Happy birthday greetings to Mrs. 
Vonita Vause, she celebrated on May 
24 with her family. Happy birthday to 
Arianna Hawkins on June 2; Christian 
Skipper on June 4; Rodney N. Smith III 
on June 4; Brittany Boulware on June 
8; Latrelle Skipper on June 9; Bakari 
Hines on June 13; Veronica Grimmett 
on June 16; John Johnson on June 20; 
Ethel Mae Skipper on June 25; Gracie 

Williams on June 27; Nelson Smith on 
June 28; and Thomas Grimmett III on 
June 29.

On Sunday, June 8 at 11 a.m., Skip-
per Temple Church will hold its annu-
al Church Day Celebration of 37 years 
with Mother Ethel Mae Rosier Skipper 
as pastor, teacher and most of all a ser-
vant for the Lord. The preacher for the 
service will be Pastor Dr. Kenneth Rosi-
er. You are welcome to come praise the 
Lord with us.

Our prayers and concern goes out 
to all the sick and shut-in, those in 
the nursing homes, hospitals, jails, 
the homeless, world leaders, and all in 
need of help everywhere. Let us pray for 
world leaders everywhere.

By RACHEL PIENTA
of Wakulla 4-H

Wakulla 4-H members have been 
volunteering for the International 
Coastal Clean Up and other Keep 
Wakulla County Beautiful (KWCB) 
events since 2017. 
In 2024, 4-H county council 

members decided to adopt a road. 
Through KWCB’s “Adopt-a-Road” 
Program, Wakulla 4-H has adopted 
Songbird Avenue. Members sched-
ule quarterly clean ups of a one mile 
stretch that runs from 319 through 
the Songbird and Hammocks neigh-
borhoods. 
4-H agent Rachel Pienta ex-

plained how it works, “We schedule 
a date and let the KWCB organiza-
tion know what we have planned. 
One or more of their board members 
turn out to support our effort. The 
youth and adult volunteers all clean 
together. Then, we meet up at a lo-
cal eatery for an optional meal and 
time to enjoy 4-H fellowship.”
4-H adult volunteer Kiley Wilson 

shared her reason for participating 
in the road clean up events, “We 
love where we live and when you 

love something you take pride in 
taking the best care of that some-
thing you love. Our county sits on 
top of a huge aquifer that feeds into 
Wakulla Springs. We have had some 
of our best family memories in lo-
cal places like Wakulla Springs! The 
least we can do is take some of our 
own time to clean up the communi-
ty and help to keep it beautiful.”
Community members who drive 

through the Songbird neighborhood 
may notice some special signage 
featuring artwork by local artist Ra-

chell Mathis. During the 2022-2023 
4-H program year, 4-H youth wrote 
a small seed grant to fund their idea 
of engaging the community in en-
vironmental preservation through 
clean up and anti-littering efforts. 
Through their work on the project, 
members learned how to plan an ef-
fort from start to finish. Youth also 
visited a radio recording studio to 
learn and apply interviewing skills 
in creating two podcast episodes to 
support the project. 
The project, including the two 

podcast recordings and a collabora-
tion with local artist Rachell Mathis 
to create three original art designs, 
led to the adoption of one design 
as the 2023 International Coastal 
Clean Up shirt design for Wakulla’s 
annual effort in September. Project 
leader Caden Gruebel said, “Envi-
ronmental awareness is a very im-
portant concern in today’s society, 
and the world needs more people to 
make an effort to keep the planet 
healthy, safe, and prosperous.” 
This 4-H project was made pos-

sible with support of the Wakul-
la County Board of County Com-
missioners, Keep Wakulla County 
Beautiful, Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office Emergency Management 
team, Doug Apple and WAVE 94, 
Rachell Mathis, Gulf Specimen Ma-
rine Lab, and the Florida 4-H Foun-
dation. 
4-H youth member Elli Wilson 

says that road clean up events help 
her to bond with friend and connect 
to her community, “For me, cleaning 
up with my friends and community 
members makes for a strong bond 
and shows how much we care about 
each other and our environment.”

Wakulla 4-H’s cleanup crew.
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By MARJ LAW

The phone rings at 6 
p.m. I glance over to the 
readout. It’s a number 
from out of town.

“Another trash call,” 
I mutter. “They always 
call at dinnertime.”

“Hello,” I say (in not 
my friendliest voice).

“Please don’t hang 
up. I’ve read your col-
umn,” she says (and 
now I’m really listening) 
“and am hoping you can 
help me. My name is 
EmilyAnn Patterson.”

“How can I help?”
“My husband passed 

away last year and he 
left me some guns. I 
don’t know what to do 
with them. I’d like to 
keep one for my per-
sonal defense, and then 
sell the rest. Could you 
look at them and help 
me decide?”

You never know what 
people have collected.

“May I bring them to 
you? My grandson just 
unloaded them. I might 
just give the ones I don’t 
want to him. He’s in his 
30s and likes to hunt.”

I turn to Joe. “This 
may be interesting. A 
woman whose husband 
has passed wants us to 

look at his collection of 
guns. She’ll be coming 
over tomorrow.”

“Great.” Joe’s willing 
to help. 

The next day, a wom-
an knocks at the door. 
She looks to be in her 
late 70s. She is frail, 
small-boned, and has 
white hair. She has a 
long gun on her shoul-
der and is awkwardly 
cradling three more 
guns in the crook of her 
elbow.

“Hi!” she smiles. “I’m 
EmilyAnn.”

Joe carefully takes 
the guns and places 
them on the counter. 
We introduce ourselves. 

“Harry died last year. 
He loved his guns. He 
said these are all real-
ly good ones. Jimmy, 
my grandson, thinks 
so too. He’s ready to 
keep any guns I don’t 
want. I only plan on 
keeping one of them for 
self-defense now that 
I’m alone. Oh, and he 
unloaded them before 
he left, so don’t worry 
about that.”

Yes, so she told us 
last night on the phone. 
I pick up an airweight 
snub-nosed .38 revolv-
er. Rolling the cylinder 
out, I notice the gun is 
loaded. I pop out the 
rounds and put them 
in a baggie.

Joe is looking at the 
over-and-under. 

“Marj,” he warns, 
“This gun is loaded.”

I look at EmilyAnn.
“Funny,” she muses, 

“I thought the guns 
were unloaded.”

“We always check,” 
I tell her. “We point 

every gun in a safe di-
rection, and then treat 
every gun as though it 
is loaded.”

“They did that at the 
gun shop too,” Emi-
lyAnn admits. “But I 
was afraid to consider 
selling any of my guns 
until I know more about 
what I should ask.”

“Harry said they are 
all really good guns,” 
she continues. “He used 
the one Joe is holding 
for home defense.”

“It’s a Mossburg Mod-
el 590 12-gauge pump 
shotgun,” says Joe as 
he places six rounds of 
12 gauge ammunition 
into another baggie. 
“Yes, it’s a good gun for 
the home.”

“He once said that all 
I need to do is point it in 
at anyone who breaks 
into the house and I 
will be safe. Harry was 
big into self-defense, 
even though he was a 
big guy. But that gun 
weighs a ton,” she adds.

“Have you ever shot 
it?” asks Joe.

“Well, no.”
J o e  p i c k s  u p  a 

.45-caliber 1911 Kim-
ber with a 4 inch barrel. 

“Harry said that was 
good for self-defense, 
too,” said EmilyAnn.

“Have you ever shot 
this one?” asks Joe.

“Well, no,” she ad-
mits.

“It’s in good condi-
tion,” says Joe.

“Yes, Harry liked to 
clean his guns after 
going to the range.”

Next, Joe picks up 
a large revolver. “It’s a 
Colt Python,” he begins. 
“If Harry was a hunter, 
this gun could be great 
protection from black 
bears or coyotes. You 
can’t shoot black bears 
in Florida unless they 
are coming at you, but 
if one did, this would 
be good protection. And 
it’s in good shape, too.”

Harry must have 
liked revolvers. Joe 
picks up another.

“This  is  a  Tarus 
Judge,” he says. “Look 
at that. He had it load-
ed just the way I would 
have. He put in two 
.410 shotgun shells and 
three semi-jacketed .45 
Colt rounds. He could 
kill a snake, and still 
protect himself from 
larger animals.”

“Yes, Harry l iked 
to tramp out in the 
woods,” agreed Emily-
Ann.

I pick up the .38 and 
say: “It has a very short 
barrel. Maybe 1 3/4 
inches. Hm. Smith & 
Wesson. It is truly very 
light.”

“Yes, it’s light,” Em-
ilyAnn agrees. “Harry 
had a holster and he 
could keep this gun in a 
pocket. He called it his 

‘back-up’ gun. I shot it 
one time, but it had an 
awful recoil. It hurt my 
shoulder. I couldn’t do 
much with my shoulder 
for a couple weeks after 
shooting that one. May-
be you could teach me 
how to shoot it so I don’t 
hurt myself again.”

“Harry assured me 
that they are all great 
self-defense guns,” she 
repeats. “Which one 
should I keep to learn 
to use for myself?”

Joe and I look at 
each other. We look at 
EmilyAnn’s thin arms 
and slight build. She 
has told us about her 
arthritis in her shoul-
ders and carpal-tunnel 
problems in her arms 
and wrists. 

Joe continues to look 
at me. Guess I get to do 
the dirty work.

“EmilyAnn,” I be-
gin. “These are all good 
guns.” She nods. “And 
your Harry kept them 
in fine condition.” She 
nods again.

“But EmilyAnn. Al-
though these guns are 
great guns, they are not 
great for you.”

“None of them?” Em-
ilyAnn is discouraged.

“No. Let me bring 
you a gun and let’s see 
if you can handle it.” 
I unlock the gun safe 
and pull out my Smith 
& Wesson M&P .380 

Shield EZ.
“Let’s see if you can 

rack the slide on this 
one.” I pull back the 
slide to show her that 
the gun is not loaded.

She nods. Then she 
takes the EZ and racks 
the slide smoothly.

“I can do that!” she 
says happily. “And the 
gun doesn’t weigh a 
ton!”

“Go ahead. You can 
pull the trigger on this 
one,” I suggest.

We hear a small click.
“That was easy! I like 

this one!” she grins. 
“Are you selling it?”

“No, but I’ll write the 
name of it down so that 
you can get one for 
yourself. Get the exact 
model because there 
are several iterations 
of this gun. It’s likely 
that one of the nearby 
gun shop owners might 
allow you to trade in 
one of Harry’s guns, to 
help defray the cost of 
your new gun. Joe will 
look up sites on the 
internet that sell used 
guns. He’ll find a range 
of prices, so you’ll know 
about what your guns 
are worth. This will 
help you in bargaining. 
Also, if you give one of 
Harry’s guns to your 
grandson, you’ll know 
the value of the gun.”

“Thanks a lot.” Em-
ilyAnn picks up the 
baggies that Joe has 
identified with a perma-
nent marker so that she 
knows which ammuni-
tion goes to which gun.

“Give us a call before 
you go to the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office 
range,” I offer. “We’ll 
meet you out there, go 
over range rules, and 
help you to manage 
your new handgun.”

“I wish Harry were 
here to see this,” Emi-
lyAnn says softly.

Marj Law is the for-
mer director of Keep 
Wakulla County Beau-
tiful who has become 
an avid shooter in re-
tirement.

BIRDING AT THE REFUGE

June at the refuge
By DON MORROW

It is June at St. Marks 
National Wildlife Refuge 
and the season slowly 
shifts into full summer. 
This month marks the 
end of Spring migration. 
Ten million birds have 
already crossed over the 
refuge this year on their 
northward journey. An-
other hundred thousand 
or so, mostly sandpipers, 
will pass through during 
the early part of June, 
but the excitement of 
Spring migration is over 
for another year.

Late June is the low 
point of bird life at the 
refuge. Avian diversi-
ty is down by a third 
and there are only about 
one hundred and twenty 
species on the refuge. 
There are also many few-
er birds. By late June 
there may be only a fifth 
of the total number of 
birds that there were on 
the refuge in late Janu-
ary. Winter bird numbers 
are boosted by species 
like Dunlin and Redhead 
that occur in huge flocks. 

Additionally, the distri-
bution of many of our 
summer birds is based 
on dispersed territories 
and they are less visible 
than the wintering birds 
that were concentrated 
in flocks on the mudflats, 
pools, and open water 
along Lighthouse Road.

June is a quieter 
time. However, life never 
stands still at St. Marks 
and there is always a lot 
going on at the refuge.

As birds shift from 
setting up territories to 
parental duties, bird 
song is diminished. 
Some of our summer 
breeders have already 
fledged. Parula warblers 
are feeding young in the 
East River floodplain at 
the Double Bridges and 
half-sized Willets are 
following their parents 
on the Lighthouse salt 
flats. Some species, like 
Swallow-tailed Kites, still 
have young in the nest.

This is the peak month 
for Roseate Spoonbills 
and Reddish Egrets in 
the pools and ponds 
along Lighthouse Road. 

They breed in peninsular 
Florida. By June they 
have completed their 
nesting cycle and have 
begun to disperse north-
ward.

There  are  B lack-
necked Stilts on East 
River Pool. This species 
breeds at the refuge, but 
their rudimentary nests 
are only slightly above 
water level and are sus-
ceptible to flood events. 
If their nests are flooded, 
stilts will not attempt to 
renest and usually leave 
the area.

The first of the sum-
mer fruits are ripening. 
Watch for birds feeding 
on swamp dogwood in 
the East River floodplain 
at the Double Bridges. 
Along Tower Pond Trail, 
blueberries and huck-
leberries are attracting 
towhees and grackles. 
Summer flowers, like 
American Beautyber-
ry and Elderberry, are 
blooming. Their fruit will 
ripen in time to feed Fall 
migrants. Sawgrass seed 
stalks are sticking up in 
the marshes, providing 

perches for dragonflies, 
like the pennants, darn-
ers and pondhawks that 
prey on flies and mos-
quitos.

June is just one more 
point on the refuge’s an-
nual seasonal cycle. The 
seasons at St. Marks shift 
and change in a reason-
ably predictable pattern 
caused by the revolution 
of the earth around the 
sun and the tilt of its 
axis. The earth has been 
revolving around the sun 
for almost five billion 
years and there is every 
indication that it will 
continue to do so for the 
foreseeable future.

You, however, have a 
strictly delimited lifes-
pan. Come down to St. 
Marks and immerse 
yourself in the changing 
season. It’s hot and a lit-
tle buggy, but relative to 
the earth, you don’t have 
much time left. Hurry 
down to the refuge. You 
don’t want to miss this.

Don Morrow can be 
contacted at donaldcmor-
row@gmail.com.

outdoor sports Outdoors
Home on the Range

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing

Edging - Trimming 
Sidewalk/Driveways 

Pressurewashing
Landscaping

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

Which gun to keep?



www.thewakullasun.com  THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, June 5, 2025 – Page 7

a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA
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Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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100% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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Underwater    WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

The underwater light “torch”.  July 21, 2011

Many people visit my shop and see we support cave as much 
as open water diving. Some shudder and say they could never 
adjust to the darkness of cave diving.
In point of fact, cave divers see further and have more light 
than most open water divers around this region. How can 
that be?
Our underwater (UW) caves are often clear and we carry lights 
so bright that to stare at the bulb when lit is like staring at 
the sun.
Without a light, our caves whether dry or wet, are dark. It’s 
probably better described as black, the absence of light.
Our earliest training requires that we take students beyond 
the natural light zone and turn all flashlights off to reinforce 
the consequence of losing your light. Many people feel insecure 
and panic in such conditions.
Exiting a dark cave is challenging, but possible using the 
cave line when underwater.
Dry caves are more problematic since dry caves do not use 
the cave live technique. To be sure we have enough light, every 
cave diver carries three or more flashlights. Once I lost all three 
that I had with me. But I also am of the old school that always 
carries redundancy – a buddy loaned me one for my hasty exit.
Back in the mid 21st century (1950s) folks who explored 
Wakulla Springs used surface-adapted flashlights, which 
proved to be unreliable as they often flooded and produced 
little light. It was however, better than no light.
Dives back then were shorter and shallower than today. Bat-
teries were bulkier and had less duration. Small motorcycle 
batteries were encapsulated with cables fed to automobile 
headlights that improved light coverage.
The unintended consequence was that cave divers no longer 
required extra weight to off-set their buoyancy. My first cave 
light in the early 1980s was made of two fire alarm six-volt 
batteries contained in a clear plastic tube. A cable fed the 
electricity to a steel tube with a large reflector that focused 
the halogen (car headlight bulb) into any size pattern I want-
ed. Lamar English and his dad built them in Tallahassee and 
were called the English light. We mounted the battery pack on 
one side of our waist and swam with a decided tilt to balance 
the load.
As cylinders got bigger and heavier to permit longer and 
deeper dives, batteries got smaller and more powerful. Bulbs 
also changed from incandescent to halogen to gas vapor and 
recently to LED, each consuming less power and producing 
more light.
I just fast forwarded only 30 years. Today our underwater 
“torch” (as the Europeans call them) is the size of a small shoe 
and can last beyond five hours with light so bright the cave 
passage becomes a stunning exhibit hall.
Yes, we still carry three lights (a primary and two small sec-
ondary) since any light can fail, most often now because we 
forget to recharge them. Last week however, a vendor produced 
a light that was the size of a baby’s shoe that lit up the shop. 
He pointed out the technology has miniaturized to the point 
that our backup lights are often brighter than our primary light!
Of course each step forward brings increases in cost. A pri-
mary light can cost in excess of $1,000.
Fortunately cave divers invest heavily in their “cave kit.” Be-
tween training, cylinders, manifolds, regulators, reels of cave 
line, specialized knives, buoyancy compensators, harnesses, 
scooters, dive computers, exposure suits, mask and fins (no 
snorkel) and of course dive lights, the cost exceeds $5,000 
plus. Now add a SUV to haul this heavy stuff around and you 
can see these folks are dedicated to their sport.
They can see very well in our UW caves. And we have what 
they want right here in Wakulla County!

Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2011.

The National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s Cli-
mate Prediction Cen-
ter antic ipates an 
above-normal Atlantic 
hurricane season this 
year. Forecasters pre-
dict a 60% chance of 
an above-normal sea-
son, a 30% chance of 
a near-normal season, 
and a 10% chance of a 
below-normal season. 
It is essential for mar-

iners and the public to 
take proper measures 
before a storm arrives. 
Ensure you have prop-
er equipment, have a 
hurricane mooring plan 
or a safe place to store 
your trailered boat, and 
monitor the weather 
and VHF-FM channel 
16 prior to a voyage and 
while out on the water. 
The Coast Guard rec-

ommends the following 
preparedness tips for 
this hurricane season: 

• Know Your Hurri-
cane Risk. Hurricanes 
are not just a coastal 
problem. Find out how 
rain, wind, water and 
even tornadoes could 
happen far inland from 
where a hurricane or 
tropical storm makes 
landfall. Start preparing 
now. 

• Make an Emer-
gency Plan. Make sure 
everyone in your house-
hold knows and under-
stands your hurricane 
plans. Include the of-

fice, kids’ day care, your 
boat, and anywhere 
else you frequent in 
your hurricane plans. 
Ensure your business 
has a continuity plan 
to continue operating 
when disaster strikes. If 
you have a boat, make 
sure it’s ready to move 
when Port Condition 
Yankee is announced 
to minimize drawbridge 
closure impacts. 

• Know your Evac-
uation Zone .  You 
may have to evacu-
ate quickly due to a 
hurricane if you live 
in an evacuation zone. 
Learn your evacuation 
routes, practice with 
your household and 
pets, and identify where 
you will stay. Follow 
the instructions from 
local emergency man-
agers, who work closely 
with state, local, tribal, 
and territorial agencies 
and partners. They will 
provide the latest rec-
ommendations based 
on the threat to your 
community and appro-

priate safety measures. 
Recognize Warnings 

and Alerts. Have sev-
eral ways to receive 
alerts. Download the 
FEMA app and receive 
real-time alerts from 
the National Weather 
Service for up to five lo-
cations nationwide. Re-
ceive community alerts 
in your area and be 
aware of the Emergency 
Alert System (EAS) and 
Wireless Emergency 
Alert (WEA), which re-
quire no sign up. 
Port condition chang-

es in advance of storm 
systems and hurricanes 
will be available on the 
Coast Guard Navigation 
Center website.
For more information 

about hurricanes and 
hurricane prepared-
ness, visit NOAA’s and 
FEMA’s websites where 
you can find widgets 
that provide hurricane 
tracks and other up-
dates. These can be 
found at www.ready.
gov/hurricanes, www.
nhc.noaa.gov,  and 

www.fema.gov. Infor-
mation is also available 
in Español, Français 
and Kreyòl. 
Thanks to Sherrie, 

we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no 
accident! Preparedness 
can make all the differ-
ence if a storm hits our 
area. .

If you would like to 
learn more about vessel 
safety checks, please 
contact Steve Hults, 
Staff Officer for Vessel 
Examinations at steve.
hults@uscgaux.net 

Please contact us for 
more information about 
our safe boating classes 
or learning more about 
getting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out 
our website at www.us-
cgaux.net follow us on 
FaceBook @ Apalachee 
Bay Flotilla 12 or con-
tact our Flotilla Com-
mander Norma Hill at 
njhill@ballstate.bsu.
edu.

The Coast Guard 
Auxiliary is the uni-
formed civilian volunteer 
component of the U.S. 
Coast Guard and sup-
ports the Coast Guard 
in nearly all mission ar-
eas. The Auxiliary was 
created by Congress in 
1939. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.
cgaux.org.

On his weekly wildlife survey at Wakulla Springs last week, retired 
park ranger Bob � ompson took this photo of an adult gallinule 

feeding a chick.

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO
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Are your thoughts keeping you awake?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
  
Your mind is racing. 

It won’t be long before 
your boss realizes that 
you’re not as experienced 
as your resume suggest-
ed. Or perhaps you’re 
wondering if you’ll ever 
manage to pay down the 

mountain of debt that 
threatens to bankrupt 
you. Maybe your mar-
riage is so strained that 
your wife is talking about 
divorce.

You feel scared. Alone. 
Powerless. You just can’t 
stop thinking about it.

So ... what now? Will 
you continue doing all 
the things that are mak-
ing your life – and mind 
– increasingly chaotic? 
Will you keep letting wor-
ry push you toward a 
nervous breakdown? Or 
will you take control and 
focus on what will give 
you the courage to do the 
right thing, have faith in 
your circumstances and 

seek guidance in your 
situation? 

The first step might be 
easier than you think. 
Last week, we considered 
Psalm 1:1, which warned 
us against aligning our-
selves with people who 
mock God and His ways. 
Psalm 1:2 (ESV) takes it 
a step further: “But his 
delight is in the law of the 
LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night.”  

When was the last time 
you read and meditated 
on God’s Word? Perhaps 
you’ve never done so, but 
you’ve thought about it. 
Meditating (pondering) 
on Scripture throughout 
the day helps us live 

honestly and shields our 
minds from an onslaught 
of worry and gloom.

If you have meditated 
on God’s Word, recall the 
peace you experienced 
when you reflected on 
the words of a Bible pas-
sage. Think about how 
it changed your think-
ing and gave you hope 
and direction. Remember 
what it was like to trust 
in God’s love for you, no 
matter what. 

If it’s been a while, how 
are you doing? Is your life 
going well? 

Reading the Bible and 
thinking on its mean-
ing keeps our lives and 
thoughts on track. The 

more we delight in God’s 
ways, the more delightful 
we become. (I assure you 
– you wouldn’t want to 
spend time with me if I 
go too many days without 
hiding God’s Word in my 
heart.) 

Especially at night, 
when my thoughts spiral 
out of control with the 
regrets and worries of the 
day, recalling the Bible 
passages I’ve meditated 
on that day is often the 
only thing that helps me 
regain peace and have a 
better night’s sleep.

Let’s pray: Father, in-
still in us a hunger for 
Your Word. Create in us 
a love for You and Your 

ways that surpasses our 
love for ourselves and 
our deceitful behavior. 
Reveal every area where 
we aren’t living honor-
ably, wisely and lovingly. 
Grant us the faith to trust 
in Your provision as we 
surrender our financial 
practices to You. Finally, 
help us rest in You as 
we continuously delight 
in and meditate on Your 
Word. Amen.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with 
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 8:30 am. 

Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm
1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am

1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Live Streaming - Sundays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By JAMES SNYDER

Did you ever have a 
morning when every-
thing went exactly as 
you planned? Well, nei-
ther have I.

I plan my schedule to 
include everything I need 
for the day. But, unlike 
The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage, I fall way 
short of accomplishing 
that.

I took a break one 
morning and went into 
the kitchen to get a cup 
of coffee. For some rea-
son, I opened one of 
the cupboard doors and 
was surprised to find a 
Hershey chocolate bar. 
I’m not quite sure where 
that came from, but I 
was so excited to find it.

The thought in my 
head was, “Should I, or 
shouldn’t I?”

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage cannot 
eat chocolate. It gives her 
a headache, so she says. 
So, I don’t think she pur-
chased that chocolate 
bar. Why would she? 
However, it did not mat-

ter where it came from; 
all that matters is where 
it’s going. I went to my 
easy chair with my cup 
of coffee and the amaz-
ing chocolate bar.

I can’t remember the 
last time I had a choco-
late bar, but I was really 
anticipating enjoying 
this one. After taking 
a sip of coffee, I un-
wrapped my chocolate 
bar and looked at it 
briefly.

Do you know how 
wonderfully delicious a 
chocolate bar looks? I 
couldn’t keep my eyes off 
that amazing treat.

I took the first bite and 
found my world flourish-
ing like red roses. I had 
forgotten how chocolate 
affects my attitude.

No matter how angry, 
grouchy, or frustrated I 
feel, one bite of a choc-
olate bar makes it all 
disappear.

Growing up near Her-
shey, Pennsylvania, I 
was very familiar with 
their chocolate. In fact, 
my father worked there 
for a short time and often 
brought home samples.

I sighed as I sipped 
my coffee. I stared at 
the chocolate bar and 
wondered who created 
it. Whoever created it 
deserves a Nobel Peace 
Prize.

After two bites, I had 
forgotten all my stress 
that morning. All I could 
think about were love-

ly roses floating in my 
mind and their amazing 
fragrance. Chocolate has 
a way of doing that for 
me. My best thoughts 
come while eating choc-
olate.

Suddenly, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage burst into the 
room where I was sitting 
and demanded, “Just 
what are you doing?”

At first, I was so eu-
phoric that I didn’t rec-
ognize her. All I saw were 
red roses around her 
head. I smiled, and then 
suddenly realized who 
she was.

At that point, there 
was no way I could hide 
that chocolate bar I was 
enjoying.

“I’m just,” I said cau-
tiously, “resting from a 
very hard morning.” I 
flashed a smile at her, 
but she wasn’t smiling 
at me.

“And where did you 
get that chocolate bar?”

It’s one thing to lie but 
quite another thing to lie 
to The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. There 
are reciprocations. My 
head was so euphoric 
that I didn’t quite know 
how to answer her.

“I just found it in the 
cupboard,” I said with a 
big smile.

She stared at me and 
said, “You found it in the 
cupboard? I purchased 
that chocolate bar for 
our granddaughter’s 
birthday this week. You 
had no right to eat her 
birthday present.”

I wasn’t sure I under-
tood what she meant, 
but eating that chocolate 
bar made me calm. It 
blocked out any nega-
tivity.

“That’s OK,” I said 
cheerfully, “I’ll go to 
the store and buy her a 
chocolate bar.”

My plan was to buy 
three chocolate bars, 
hide two, and give one 

back for our grand-
daughter’s birthday.

When I eat chocolate, 
I can think as clearly as 
ever. That’s why I like 
chocolate.

“OK,” The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age said, “as long as you 
only buy one Hershey’s 
chocolate bar. That 
would be just perfect.”

I’m going to fix this 
problem somehow. But 
for now, I have at least 
three more bites of this 
Hershey’s chocolate bar.

As I was enjoying this 
chocolate bar, I had an 
interesting thought. Will 
there be Chocolate in 
heaven?

When I finished that 
amazing Hershey Choc-
olate Bar, I remember 
what Jesus said in Mat-
thew 11:28-30, “Come 
unto me, all ye that la-
bour and are heavy lad-

en, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for 
I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”

Like everyone else, 
my days can be very 
stressful. A chocolate 
bar can only go so far. To 
truly experience peace 
from Jesus’ perspective, 
I need to come unto the 
Lord. This invitation re-
quires that I act on it and 
come to the Lord.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, email 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.     

What’s chocolate got to do with it?
OUT TO PASTOR

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

By CHERYL CRUCE

Please don’t think 
me harsh when you 
read what I’m about to 
share — questions that 
came during a time of 
deep loss. But as I’ve 
learned, even in pain, 
there is often a lesson 
waiting to be found.

I was 22, just four 
months into my first 
pregnancy. My hus-
band and I were ex-
pecting twins. For us, 
life was beginning — 
two heartbeats full of 

promise — and, si-
multaneously, a heavy 
shadow was falling.

After a 6-year battle 
with cancer, my broth-
er’s fight had come to an 
end. On the trip home, 
my thoughts were un-
settled. I thought of 
his wife and their three 
small children. Where 
would life lead them 
now? I thought of a lit-
tle girl, too young to re-
member the warmth of 
her father’s love. Of two 
small boys who would 
carry memories shaped 
by grief. I thought of 
my mom and dad — 
grieving the unthink-
able loss of a child. So 
many tears.

I remember the ache, 
the anger, the sheer 
unfairness of it all. And 
in the middle of that 
emotional storm, one 
question rose above the 

rest: Why? 
I asked God, through 

tears and anger: Why 
not the man on the 
street — someone I 
might have once judged 
or overlooked? Why my 
brother? Then came 
the quiet voice of Holy 
Spirit: Your brother 
was ready. The man is 
not.

Scripture reminds 
us that hardship is 
part of the human 
story. Paul spoke of 
a “thorn in the flesh,” 
something so burden-
some that he pleaded 
with God three times 
to take it away. Leav-
ing the thorn, the Lord 
reminded Paul that His 
grace was sufficient 
and that His strength 
would be made perfect 
in Paul’s weakness (2 
Corinthians 12:9). 

There is something 

mysterious in the way 
God meets us in weak-
ness. We tend to want 
strength to mean pow-
er. But scripture de-
fines strength differ-
ently. 

Consider Gideon: 
hiding in fear, yet God 
calls him “mighty man 
of valor.” Gideon pro-
tests, saying he’s the 
least in his family — 
nonetheless, God sees 
something more. When 
it came time to fight, 
God reduced his army 
from thousands to 
just 300 men. It made 
no human sense. And 
that’s the point. The 
victory came not in 
numbers or strength 
but by God’s hand.

Sometimes, on the 
hardest days, all we 
have is the assurance 
that God’s hand is still 
on us.

Jesus told us the 
rain falls on the just 
and the unjust alike 
(Matthew 5:45). Be-
ing faithful doesn’t ex-
empt us from suffering. 
Faith gives us a place 
to turn to. When the 
storms roll in, we have 
an anchor. When our 
hearts are heavy, we 
have a Comforter (John 
14). When our strength 
fails, we lean on His. 

So what do we do 
when the hard days 
come? We cry if we 
must. We pray, even if 
it’s only a whisper. We 
reach out to God and 
to one another. We re-
member the stories of 
those who walked hard 
roads before us, and 
we let their faith re-
mind us that we’re not 
alone. We remember 
that weakness is not 
the absence of God’s 

presence; it is the place 
where His presence be-
comes most real.

If you are walking 
through a hard day to-
day. Remember, you 
are not forgotten. The 
One who called Gide-
on and met Paul in 
his weakness is with 
you even now. And His 
strength is still made 
perfect — in you.

I will pray the Father, 
He shall give you an-
other Comforter, that 
He may abide with you 
forever; Even the Spir-
it of truth… I will not 
leave you comfortless: 
I will come to you.”— 
John 14:16–18 

 
Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 

is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

On the hard days
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Barbara Ann Scott, 83, of Summer-
field, passed away peacefully with her 
family at her side June 1, 2025. 

She was a native of Sopchoppy and 
lived most of her adult life in Craw-
fordville where she raised her family. 
Barabara was always active in her fam-
ily’s lives, worked as a Bookkeeper for 
Capital Health Plan and Rainey Caw-
thon’s and was an active member of 
First Baptist Church of Crawfordville. 

She will be remembered by her hus-
band Avery Scott, son Mike Scott and 

wife Nikki, daughters Angie Rae Brau 
and husband Keith Priscilla Brau, 
brothers John Henderson and wife Gail, 
Jack Henderson and wife Ann, and Jim 
Henderson and wife Carole, eight grand-
children and seven great-grandchildren. 

The family will receive friends on Sat-
urday, June 7, 2025 from 10 to 11 a.m. 
at the First Baptist Church of Crawford-
ville and the Funeral Service will begin 
at 11 a.m. Burial will immediately follow 
at West Sopchoppy Cemetery. 

Skip & Trey Young along with Paula 
are caring for and assisting the family.

Barbara Ann Scott

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3049 Crawfordville Hwy. • Across from Court House

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA
We’ve Moved

Obituaries

DEATH NOTICES
• Jimmy Cash, 69, of Crawfordville, died May 28, 2025.

• John Cloud, 61, of Crawfordville, died May 29, 2025.

• Joseph Hart, 53, of Crawfordville, died May 29, 2025

• Edward Hurst, 62, of Crawfordville, died May 26, 2025.

• Rodney James Kelly, 64, of Lanark Village, died May 28, 
2025.

• Louis Russell Lamarche Jr., 67, of Crawfordville, died May 
26, 2025.

 • Thomas McClure, 75, of Crawfordville, died May 29, 2025.

•  Jimmy Poole, 77, of Sopchoppy, died May 29, 2025.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel,  850-926-
5919, www.familyfhc.com.

This report is for activ-
ity May 23 to 30th. There 
were 1,492 total calls for 
service during the week.

FRIday, May 23

• Deputy Carroll in-
vestigated a Retail Theft 
at Goodwill. An employ-
ee reported an unknown 
subject entered the 
store, gathered items in 
a shopping cart, and left 
the store passing all final 
points of sale failing to 
pay for the merchandise. 
Investigation turned over 
to the Criminal Investi-
gations Division. 

• Deputy Kreitlow ar-
rested Tommy J. Sanders 
II on Coastal Highway. 
During contact, Sand-
ers  refused to comply 
with lawful commands 
given to him and began 
actively resisting. An 
FWC Officer was also on 
scene, and utilized their 
agency issued Taser. 
Sanders  was success-
fully taken into custody 
on his active warrant. 
Sanders  was also found 
to be in possession of 
methamphetamine, and 
was also charged with 
Possession of Metham-
phetamine, Obstruc-
tion, and Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia and 
was transported to the 
Wakulla County Deten-
tion Facility. 

• Deputy Carroll re-
sponded to a vehicle fire 
on Woodland Heritage 
Boulevard. A resident re-
ported his vehicle catch-
ing fire as he was driving 
it back to his residence. 
The resident stated he 
had just purchased the 
vehicle and was on his 
way home when he ob-
served a burning smell 
and observed a small fire 
on the inside of his vehi-
cle, so he pulled off to the 
side of the road and ex-
ited the vehicle. The fire 
completely engulfed the 
vehicle. Wakulla Coun-
ty Fire Rescue respond-
ed and extinguished the 
fire. The vehicle was 
deemed a complete loss. 

Saturday, May 24

• Deputy Buckhalt 
conducted a traffic stop 
on a silver Mercury se-
dan in the area of Sum-
merwood Drive and 
Bloxham Cutoff Road 
for making an improper 
U-turn. The vehicle near-
ly caused an accident 
with an approaching ve-
hicle. Upon contact with 
the driver, Craig Patter-
son Symons, it was con-
firmed his license was 
suspended and he had 
an active warrant out 
of Leon County. Sub-
sequently, Symons was 
placed under arrest for 
Driving While License 
Suspended or Revoked 
(DWLSR) and transport-
ed to the Wakulla Coun-
ty Detention Facility.

• Deputy Williams re-
sponded to the Dollar 
Tree in reference to a 
battery complaint. Com-
plainant reported she 
was in an altercation 
with an unknown female 
inside the business. Af-
ter the other party ac-
cused her of skipping 
her in line. An argument 
ensued shortly after, and 
the complainant stated 
she attempted to ignore 
the other party, but the 
argument continued to 
be verbal in nature un-
til the other female ap-
proached her in a sepa-
rate checkout line. The 
complainant stated the 
unknown female then 
pushed her before other 
patrons inside the store 
intervened. The un-
known female then fled 
the scene shortly after. 
Case has been turned 
over to the Criminal In-
vestigations Division. 

• Deputy Williams re-
sponded to New Light 
Church Road in refer-
ence to a structure fire. 
The east side of the resi-
dence was fully engulfed 
upon arrival. Wakulla 
County Fire Rescue re-
sponded and extinguish 
the flames. The home is 
valued at $425,000 and 
appears to be a total 
loss. A Kia Soul was also 
located inside the garage 
of the residence. It is un-
known at this time how 
much damage the vehi-
cle sustained. 

• Deputy Smith re-
sponded to Blackfoot 
Road in reference to a 
theft complaint. Contact 
was made with a resident 
who reported two of his 
fishing poles were stolen 
sometime between May 
21 and May 22. Investi-
gation turned over to the 
Criminal Investigations 
Division. 

SUNday, May 25

• Deputy Parker at-
tempted to conduct a 
traffic stop on a motor-
cycle while in the area 
of Chehaw Street. After 
activating his emergency 
lights, the vehicle failed 
to stop and began mak-
ing attempts to elude 
Deputy Parker by travel-
ling down multiple road-
ways. During this inci-
dent, the driver of the 
motorcycle abandoned 
the bike and fled on foot. 
Deputy Parker began a 
foot pursuit which re-
sulted in a swift appre-
hension of the driver. 
The driver was identified 
as Joseph Lawson Jr. 
It was discovered that 
Lawson  did not possess 
a valid license which he 
was aware of. He was 
subsequently placed un-
der arrest and transport-
ed to the Wakulla Coun-
ty Detention Facility. 

• Deputy Smith con-
ducted a traffic stop on 
a green Chevrolet Sil-

verado in the area of 
Commerce Boulevard 
and Melaleuca Drive. 
Upon contact, the driv-
er, John Roberts, it was 
confirmed his license 
was suspended and the 
tag on the vehicle came 
back to a 2015 blue 
Jeep. Subsequently, 
Roberts was placed un-
der arrest for DWLSR 
and was transported to 
the Wakulla County De-
tention Facility. 

• Deputy Sammons 
responded to Sink Drive 
in reference to a crimi-
nal mischief complaint. 
Contact was made with 
the property owners 
who reported they pur-
chased the property for 
retirement and are in 
the process of making 
some renovations. The 
couple visit the prop-
erty twice a month and 
upon their arrival this 
day, they observed the 
numerical address writ-
ten on the south facing 
exterior wall. The cou-
ple did not advise of any 
other suspicious activity 
on the premises at this 
time and requested the 
incident be documented.

MONday, May 26 

• Deputy Post inves-
tigated a disturbance 
between neighbors on 
Dickson Bay Road. Upon 
arrival it was determined 
the disturbance was ver-
bal in nature and there 
were no indications a 
physical disturbance 
had occurred. 

FRIday, May 23

• Deputy Rivers re-
sponded to Connie Drive 
and made contact with a 
complainant whose golf 
cart was damaged by an 
individual who struck 
it out of anger using a 
broom stick. Total dam-
age was estimated to be 
approximately $300. The 
suspect was identified as 
John Frederick Werth. 
He was located and ar-
rested, charged with 
Criminal Mischief, and 
was transported to the 
Wakulla County Deten-
tion Facility. 

• Deputy Saba re-
sponded to Gray Circle 
and made contact with 
a resident who stated 
she had lost medication 
and she was advised to 
obtain a report from law 
enforcement before the 
medication could be re-
placed. 

• Deputy Monroe in-
vestigaed a Retail Theft 
from Walmart. Loss Pre-
vention reported an un-
known subject passed 
the last point of sale with 
unpaid merchandise. 
Taken was a television 
valued at approximate-
ly $178. Investigation 
turned over to the Crim-
inal Investigations Divi-
sion. 

• Deputy Godwin re-
sponded to an address 
on Crawfordville High-

way in reference to a 
Theft. Complainant re-
ported the theft of items 
removed from his semi 
transport trailer. Tak-
en were lumber tarps, 
miscellaneous bungee 
cords and an aluminum 
ladder. All items taken 
had an estimated value 
of $1,180. Investigation 
turned over to the Crim-
inal Investigations Divi-
sion. 

WEDNESday, May 28

• Deputy Weekes re-
sponded to Walmart in 
reference to a theft and 
made contact with a citi-
zen who reported an un-
known subject stole her 
credit cards and then 
proceeded to purchase 
items from Walmart, with 
a total loss of $1,017. In-
vestigation turned over 
to the Criminal Investi-
gations Division. 

• Deputy Weekes re-
sponded to Fox Run Cir-
cle and made contact 
with a resident who re-
ported she was attempt-
ing to contact the Ama-
zon Help Center so she 
Googled the phone num-
ber. Once she located 
the phone number, she 
made contact with who 
she believed to be cus-
tomer service. The un-
known subject the citi-
zen spoke with gained 
control of her phone and 
the subject began send-
ing money to another 
individual. At this time, 
she believes the individ-
ual only stole $120 from 
her account. Investiga-
tion turned over to the 
Criminal Investigations 
Division. 

• Deputy Sammons 
responded to Sioux Trail 
in reference to a theft 
complaint. Contact was 
made with a resident 
who reported his Dewalt 
power tool set and char-
ger were stolen from his 
vehicle on May 27. In-
vestigation turned over 
to the Criminal Investi-
gations Division. 

• Deputy Sammons 
responded to Hampton 
Way in reference to a 
fraud complaint. Com-
plainant reported she has 
been receiving calls from 
an unknown subject in 
reference to winning 
the lottery via a draw-
ing she entered three 
years prior. The individ-
ual identified himself as 
Carl Wheeler. Wheeler 
told complainant she 
won $15.5 million and a 
new Mercedes Benz ve-
hicle. In order to receive 
her winnings, Wheel-
er requested she send 
$1,000. When com-
plainant told the caller 
she is on a fixed income, 
he attempted to lower 
the asking amounts all 
the way down to $250. 
Complainant stated the 
request appeared sus-
picious and stopped re-
plying to the caller, and 
never sent any funds to 
the caller and  request-

ed the incident be docu-
mented. 

• Deputy Smith re-
sponded to Walmart 
in reference to a theft 
complaint. Contact was 
made with Asset Pro-
tection Officer who re-
ported observing a white 
female with blonde hair 
enter the store on May 
27 at approximately 
3:45  p.m. The female 
was onbserved making 
her way to different de-
partments and retriev-
ing items, placing them 
in her shopping cart. 
The female also made 
her way to the automo-
tive section and selected 
a marine battery before 
making her way to the 
front of the store. Once 
the female made her way 
to the front of the store 
where she parked the 
shopping cart and exited 
the store briefly. Short-
ly after, the female sub-
ject re-entered the store 
and retrieved the battery 
from the shopping cart. 
At this point, the subject 
passed all points of sale 
and fled in a black Chev-
rolet Silverado. Investi-
gation turned over to the 
Criminal Investigations 
Division. 

• Deputy Kittrell re-
sponded to Crawfordville 
Storage at 59 Shadeville 
Road in reference to a 
theft complaint. Com-
plainant reported he 
was recently contacted 
by management on May 
19 in reference to some-
one possibly entering his 
storage unit, and he was 
unable to inspect the 
unit until May 20. Com-
plainant observed two 
Sony speakers missing, 
and three containers 
with clothes inside. In-
vestigation turned over 
to the Criminal Investi-
gations Division.

THURSday, May 29 

• Deputy Parker met 
with a resident on Ma-
rie Circle who located a 
bicycle lying next to the 
road opposite his res-
idence. Deputy Parker 
retrieved the bicycle and 

submitted it to property 
and evidence for safe-
keeping. The owner of 
the bicycle is unknown 
at this time and was un-
able to be located. 

• Deputy Buckhalt re-
sponded to Walmart in 
reference to a stolen ve-
hicle. Contact was made 
with the complainant 
who advised when she 
got off work, she real-
ized her vehicle,  a 2004 
Chevy pickup, was miss-
ing. Video surveillance 
showed another vehicle 
involved in the theft. 
CID was notified and 
the vehicle was entered 
into NCIC/FCIC as sto-
len. Investigation turned 
over to the Criminal In-
vestigations Division. 

• Deputy Buckhalt 
located a stolen U-Haul 
truck at Wakulla Station 
Kangaroo gas station. As 
the vehicle attempted to 
exit the store parking lot 
Deputies conducted a 
traffic stop. The driver, 
Larry Danny Brown, was 
subsequently arrested 
for grand theft of a mo-
tor vehicle. Contact was 
made with Tallahassee 
Police Department, the 
entering agency, and 
the vehicle was picked 
up by U-Haul. Brown 
was charged with Grand 
Theft of a Motor Vehicle 
and was transported to 
the Wakulla County De-
tention Facility.

 FRIday, May 30

• Deputy Godwin in-
vestigated a Theft on 
Iroquois Road. Com-
plainant reported the 
theft of two belt buck-
les. Complainant went 
to obtain the package 
from the mailbox, and 
discovered it had been 
ripped open. Both items 
were valued at approx-
imately $40. Investiga-
tion turned over to the 
Criminal Investigations 
Division. 

Report suspicious or 
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 for 
emergencies. 

Sheriff ’s Report

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.



Page 10 – THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, June 5, 2025	 www.thewakullasun.com

NOTICE of sale

NOTICE to creditors

Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562 

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

SERVICES

SERVICES

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

Member of Chamber of 
Commerce and the 

Better Business Bureau

• Quality Residential and Commercial 
Repainting

• Pressure Washing

• Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs

• Deck Restoration

• Cabinet Painting

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993
Member of Chamber of 

Better Business Bureaulicensed & insured
Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

4,500 Sq. Ft. COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING for  Lease. Brand 

New Construction, ½ mile from 
High School on 5 Acres. Call 

David McQuary, Broker / Owner 
850-510-1035.

3,600 Sq. Ft. New Commercial 
Building SEEKING – 

OPERATOR / MANAGER or 
OWNER. Great  location for a 

DAYCARE CENTER 
On 5 beautiful fenced acres with 

playground ½ mile from high 
school. Call Davis McQuary 

Broker / Owner 850-510-1035.

 Timeshares – One in Daytona 
Beach , Christmas – New Year 
(week 52) and  one in Kissim-

mee,  Week after Thanksgiving, 
(week 48). Owned since 1996, 

just don’t use any longer. Willing 
to transfer deed. 850-756-1045.

Community Yard Sale at The 
Grove Subdivision on East 

Ivan Rd. 8 am -1 pm, Friday & 
Saturday, June 6 & 7.

Help wanted

FOR sale

Yard Sale
Real Estate for Lease

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

Mobile 
Car Detailing

Serving 
Wakulla and 
Leon county

Connor Coombs - Owner
850-509-5396

Connoraidencoombs@gmail.com
   /VelocityCarCare1 •      /velocitycarcare1

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL 
• STORM DAMAGE •

• TREE PRESERVATION •
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certifi ed  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualifi ed

850-421-8104

Locally owned business is look-
ing to add INSTALLERS. We 

offer top pay, flexible schedules 
and a great work environment. 

Please stop by our showroom at 
2510 Crawfordville Hwy. 8:30 to 

4:00 Monday thru Friday.
Give us a call 850-745-6053. 

CABS & COUNTERS

Crawfordville UMC is seeking a 
part-time pianist for our 11 am 

service. The ideal candidate 
will have a passion for worship 

music and the ability to play 
traditional and contemporary 

music.  Singing ability is a plus 
but not required.  

For more information email 
pastorpaul@crawfordvilleumc.org

Office for lease
“The Log Cabin

Two  Office Suites 
Available for Lease

Waiting area, 
two bathrooms, 

full kitchen
$340-410/month. Most 
utilities included”

(850) 926-2955

Oasis Pool Services, LLC
Quality Pool Cleaning

Affordable Pricing
FREE ESTIMATES

772-486-8110
Locally Owned & Operated

Pool Service
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

Selene Finance LP, 
Plaintiff,
-vs.-
Kenneth Brian Donaldson a/k/a Kenneth B. Donaldson a/k/a Kenneth 
Donaldson; Rashanda Donaldson; Unknown Spouse of Kenneth Brian 
Donaldson a/k/a Kenneth B. Donaldson a/k/a Kenneth Donaldson; Cach, 
LLC; Unknown Parties in Possession #1, ifliving, and all Unknown Parties 
claiming by, through, under and against the above named Defendant(s) 
who are not known to be dead or alive, whether said Unknown Parties may 
claim an interest as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, or Other Claimants; 
Unknown Parties in Possession #2, ifliving, and all Unknown Parties claiming 
by, through, under and against the above named Defendant( s) who are not 
known to be dead or alive, whether said Unknown Parties may claim an 
interest as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, or Other Claimants
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to order rescheduling foreclosure sale 
or Final Judgment, entered in Civil Case No. 2018-CA-000045 of the Circuit 
Court of the 2nd Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida, wherein 
Selene Finance LP, Plaintiff and Kenneth Brian Donaldson a/k/a Kenneth 
B. Donaldson a/k/a Kenneth Donaldson are defendant(s), I, Clerk of Court, 
Greg James, will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash AT THE FRONT 
LOBBY OF THE WAKULLA COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 3056 
CRAWFORDVILLE HWY, CRAWFORDVILLE, FLORIDA AT 11:00 A.M. on 
June 26, 2025, the following described property as set forth in said Final 
Judgment, to-wit: 
COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE WEST 112 OF THE 
SOUTHEAST 114 OF THE NORTHEAST 114 OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 
3 SOUTH, RANGE 1 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA; RUN THENCE 
N 00°04’20”W 945.30 FEET ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID WEST 112 
OF THE SOUTHEAST 114 OF THE NORTHEAST 114 TO A POINT OF THE 
NORTHERLY BOUNDARY OF THE OLD BETHEL ROAD WHICH IS THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, THENCE 
CONTINUE N00°04’20”W 312.60 FEET TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID WEST 112 OF THE SOUTHEAST 114 OF THE NORTHEAST 114; 
THENCE RUN WEST ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF SAID WEST 
112 OF THE SOUTHEAST 114 OF THE NORTHEAST 114 THE DISTANCE 
OF 206.40 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE RUN S00°04’20”E 262.40 FEET TO 
THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF SAID BETHEL ROAD; THENCE RUN 
S76°52’40”E ALONG SAID BOUNDARY TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN MANUFACTURED HOME, YEAR: 
2007, MAKE: FLEETWOOD, VIN#: GAFL675A78346CD21 AND VIN#: 
GAFL67 5B 78346CD21.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE 
SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE 
DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM NO LATER THAN 
THE DATE THAT THE CLERK REPORTS THE FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED.
Submitted By: ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP
750 Park of Commerce Blvd., Suite 130
Boca Raton, Florida 33487
(561} 998-6700
(561} 998-6707 

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James 
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

May 29, June 5, 2025

Case #: 2018-CA-000045

If you are a person with a disability who needs an accommodation to participate 
in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain 
assistance. Please contact Court Administration, 301 S. Monroe Street, Tallahassee; 
FL 32301, (850) 606-4401, within two (2) working days of your receipt of this notice; 
if you are bearing or voice impaired, call 711, via the Florida Relay Service. To file 
response please contact Leon County Clerk of Court, 301S. Monroe Street, Room 
#241A, Tallahassee, FL 32302, Tel: (850) 606-4170.

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF
THERESA FAY WOMBLE
 Deceased.

CASE NO. 2025-CP-68
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Summary Administration)

You are notified that a Petition for Summary Administration has been filed 
in the Estate of Theresa Fay Womble, deceased, File 2025-CP-68 with 
the Second Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the 
address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327; that 
the Decedent’s date of death was January 17, 2025; that the total Estate is 
to be assigned to the following beneficiaries under Court Order:

Name Address
Charles Wayne Womble 63 Sue Ln. Crawfordville, FL 32327

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTIFIED THAT: 
All creditors of the Estate of the Decedent and persons having claims or 
demands against the Estate of the Decedent other than those for whom 
provisions for full payment listed in the Petition for Summary Administration 
must file their claims with this Court WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET 
FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE. ALL 
CLAIMS AND DEMANDS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED. 
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER APPLICABLE TIME PERIOD, 
ANY CLAIM FILED AFTER TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE 
DECENDET’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

This date of the first publication of this notice is May 29, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450 

Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245

May 29, June 5, 2025

LABIG'S
HARDWOOD
FLOORING

Hardwood
Vinyl
Laminate

Engineered
Floating
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Installation Services

(850) 745-8723 
Labigshardwoodflooring@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/LHFQuality

For quality and service that
will FLOOR you.

 Call today
for your free estimate .

  

Installation Services 
Hardwood
Engineered
Floating

Glue Downs
Nail Downs
Laminate & Vinyl

Call today for your free estimate 

(850) 745-8723
Labigshardwood� ooring@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/LHFQuality

Please 
Recycle
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Miscellaneous
Donate your vehicle to help 
find missing kids and keep 
kids safe. Fast free pickup, 

running or not, 24 hr response. 
No emission test required, max-

imum tax deduction. Support 
Find the Children Call – 

Call 888-815-4341

Business Opportunity
Are You Looking to Increase 
Your Cash Flow? Visit: www.
cashcoach-paul.com. $100k/
year potential. No products to 

buy or sell, no cold calling. (315) 
603-7720.

medical
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Discover Oxygen 
Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen 

Concentrators. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 866-472-8591.

Home Improvement
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 

Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 

SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 
We stand by our service and 
if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace 
it! Pick the plan that fits your 

budget! Call: 1-888-521-2793
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 

& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 

complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s value! 

Call 24/7: 1-866-782-4060. 
Have zip code of service loca-

tion ready when you call!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 

Termite, Spiders and other 
pests. Locally owned and 

affordable.
Call for a quote or inspection 

today 1-877-644-9799 Have zip 
code of property ready when 

calling!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 

You need a local expert provider 
that proudly stands behind 

their work. Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. 
Call 1-888-967-1158

Have zip code of property ready 
when calling!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! 

Affordable prices - No payments 
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior & 

Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-855-315-1952

Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 

Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
These brands only! Call for a 

quote: 1-888-280-1115
We Buy Vintage Guitars! 
Looking for 1920-1980 Gib-

son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 

Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gib-
son Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a quote: 

1-866-307-5421

florida press services, Inc.
statewide classifiedsNOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

TAX DEED FILE NO. 2025 TXD 004

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that BEAmIF A LLC The holder of the 
following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the de-
scription of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are 
as follows:

Certificate #: 1269 Date of Issuance: may 31, 2018

Parcel #: 00-00-034-012-09542-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens Unit 5 Block 47 Lot 24
OR 42 P 670

Name in which assessed HERBERT F HEIsz C/O ANDREW HEIsz 
said property being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless 
suchcertificate shall be redeemed according to law the property de-
scribed in such certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the 
Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: July 16, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders 
must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in 
the auction.

Dated: may 14, 2025

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on may 29, June 5, 12, 19, 2025

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2025 TXD 005

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that BEAmIF A LLC The holder of the 
following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the de-
scription of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are 
as follows:

Certificate #: 856 Date of Issuance: may 28, 2021

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07740-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens Block 21 Lot 50
OR 2 P 884
Name in which assessed JAmEs G &  A ELLINGTON said property 
being in the County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate 
shall be redeemed according to law the property described in such 
certificate shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Court-
houseon: July 16, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in 
the OR Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

Dated: may 14, 2025

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on may 29, June 5, 12, 19, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF
DANNA JEAN BROOKS
a/k/a DANNA JEAN WINDHAM
 Deceased.

CASE NO. 2025-CP-67
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Danna Jean Brooks a/k/a Danna Jean 
Windham, deceased, File 2025-CP-67 is pending in the Circuit Court for 
Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 
Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327.  The name and address of the 
personal representative and the personal representative’s attorney is set 
forth below.
 All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

This date of the first publication of this notice is May 29, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450 
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Co-Personal Representatives:
Tora Francis Gramling
1509 Gram Ln.  
Tallahassee, FL 32310 
Lucinda Lee McClendon 
59 Renee St. 
Crawfordville, FL 32327May 29, June 5, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF
RICHARD HAROLD MILLER
 Deceased.

CASE NO. 2025-CP-56
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Richard Harold Miller, deceased, File 2025-
CP-56 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, 
FL 32327. The name and address of the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
 All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
 All other creditors of the decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

This date of the first publication of this notice is May 29, 2025.

Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450 
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245 

Personal Representative:
Jared Forbes Miller
c/o Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, FL 32327

May 29, June 5, 2025

A Free 
Press 
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED
TAX DEED FILE NO. 2025 TXD 006

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that BEAmIF A LLC The holder of the 
following tax certificate has filed the certificate for a tax deed to be 
issued thereon. The certificate number and year of issuance, the de-
scription of the property, and the names in which it was assessed are 
as follows:

Certificate #: 857 Date of Issuance: may 28, 2021

Parcel #: 00-00-035-008-07741-000
Description of Property:
Wakulla Gardens Block 21 Lot 51
DB 61 P 300
Name in which assessed WALTER DILLy said property being in the 
County of Wakulla, State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be 
redeemed according to law the property described in such certificate 
shall be sold to the highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: 
July 16, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR 
Dept. prior to 9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

Dated: may 14, 2025

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on may 29, June 5, 12, 19, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
HILARY FRIES GREGORY, 
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2025-CP-39
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Hilary Fries Gregory, deceased, File 2025-
CP-39 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, 
FL 32327. The name and address of the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file 
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated 
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is June 5, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 521450
Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
68-A Feli Way
Crawfordville, Florida 32327
(850) 926-8245

Co-Personal Representatives:
Nancy Marie Jewett and
Genette Lynn Rundle
29 Lucky Bird Lane
Crawfordville, Florida 32327

June 5, 12, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 
FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
LINDA MacDONALD FINCH a/k/a LINDA FINCH, 
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

File No.  25-78-CP
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Linda MacDonald Finch a/k/a Linda 
Finch, deceased, whose date of death was January 31, 2025, Case Number 
25-78-CP, is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, 
Probate Division, the address of which is the Wakulla County Clerk, 3056 
Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327. The names and addresses of 
the Petitioner and the Petitioner’s attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other persons who have claims or 
demands against the decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent, 
or unliquidated claims and who may have been served a copy of this notice 
must file their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE OR THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent and other persons who have claims or 
demands against the decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent, 
or unliquidated claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN THREE 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
NOTICE.
 ALL CLAIMS, DEMANDS AND OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED WILL BE 
FOREVER BARRED. 
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIMS FILED TWO YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH ARE BARRED.
 The date of the first publication of this Notice is June 5, 2025.
AMY MICHELLE SMITH 
 Petitioner/executor  
 83 Fox Run Circle
Crawfordville, FL 32327 

KRISTI MILLER NOVONGLOSKY
Florida Bar No. 0182044
Post Office Box 1129
Chipley, Florida  32428
Telephone: (850) 6387587
knovonglosky@gmail.com June 5, 12, 2025

CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Breezed through
  5. Supervises interstate com-
merce
  8. Unruly group
 11. Backs away from
 13. Expression of under-
standing
 14. Have concern for
 15. Monetary units
 16. Congressman (abbr.)
 17. Iranian city
 18. Eating houses
 20. 2,000 lbs.
 21. Grandmother
 22. They include North, 
South and Central
 25. In an early way
 30. Foes
 31. Shuttered British enter-
tainment magazine
 32. One who unloads cages
 33. Another term for sesame
 38. Formally forbid
 41. Make clear
 43. Inaccessible
 45. Get through
 47. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea
 49. Decameter
 50. Type of sword
 55. Actor Idris
 56. Affirmative (slang)

 57. Afflicted
 59. One point north of north-
east
 60. Born  of
 61. Arabic name
 62. Traditional Hong Kong 
street food: __ pai dong
 63. Termination point
 64. Email function
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Sign language
  2. In style
  3. Helsinki neighborhood
  4. Unable to hear
  5. More rapid
  6. An idea accepted as a 
demonstrable truth
  7. In a cagy way
  8. Kate and Rooney are two
  9. Algerian port
 10. Community in Ladakh
 12. Midway between south 
and southeast
 14. Town in Galilee
 19. Satisfy
 23. Italian impressionist 
painter
 24. Brass instrument
 25. Chest muscle (slang)
 26. Transmits genetic in-
formation from DNA to the 
cytoplasm

 27. Records electric currents 
generated by the brain
 28. Woman (French)
 29. Aircraft designed to carry 
lots of passengers
 34. Baseball stat
 35. Pointed end of a pen
 36. Popular sports league
 37. Body part
 39. Unlikely to provoke dis-
sent
 40. Yellowish cotton cloth
 41. Domesticated house pet

 

42. Untruths
 44. Set out to attract
 45. Spiritual leader
 46. Abba __, Israeli politician
 47. Repair
 48. Genus of flowering plants
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. River in central Europe
 54. Harness
 58. Father

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each num-
ber can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the 
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

ACEDFTCMOB

SHIESAHACARE

LIRASSENARAD

CAFESTONNANA

AMERICAS

PREMATURELY

ENEMIESMYM

CAGERBENNE

BANCLARIFY

UNAVAILABLE

RESONATE

MOABDKMSABER

ELBAYEPAILED

NEBNNEERABIA

DAIENDSEND

Crossword_ _______________________________________
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FOLLOW THE SUN.

SCHOOL DISTRICT

WE ARE

HIRING
FOR THE 2025-2026 
SCHOOL YEAR

JOIN OUR TEAM!
APPLY NOW

OPEN POSITIONS:

• Teacher
• Custodian
• Bus Driver
• Athletic Coaches
• Associate Dean
• Papaprofessional

www.wakullaschooldisterict.org

Chamber luncheon held, catered by Zaxby’s

Chamber members go through the line at Wakulla Environmental Insti-
tute on Wednesday, May 28.

Chamber members visit booths set up by local  businesses before lunch 
is served.

PHOTOS BY 
LYNDA KINSEY

SECRETS OF ANCIENT EGYPT – NEW DISCOVERIES

USA & CANADA LECTURE TOUR
MAY – AUGUST 2025

USA & CANADA LECTURE TOUR

A ROYAL EVENING
W I T H

THE TIME TO REVEAL THE SECRETS 
OF ANCIENT EGYPT HAS FINALLY COME!
EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEW 
GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES THAT 
WILL BE REVEALED FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME!

Register now at: ZahiLectures.com

Tampa, FL: June 5
Orlando, FL: June 7
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