By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

There was a big crowd on
hand at the community center
on Friday night for Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful’s award dinner.

Incoming KWCB president
Steve Cushman presented his
idea of “Just Imagine” — a new
focus for the group away from
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle to a
reduction of waste. “Just stop,”
he said. He bemoaned the con-
sumer culture of “Buy now” that
produces enormous waste.

Cushman said the focus
should be on “how much we as
human beings consume... and
where those products end up
when we’re done with them.”

Speaker Kelli Keys, an adjunct
professor at FSU, echoed that
sentiment as well noting that the
promise of recycling — especially
plastics —is largely greenwashing.
“Less than 9% of all plastics ever
produced have been recycled,”
Keys said, adding that 8 to 11
million tons of plastics go into the
ocean every year.

Cal Jamison, formerly Wakulla
Springs Ambassador who has
extensive knowledge of the local
sinkholes, spoke about the recent
effort of removing a car from a
local sinkhole. The car, a 1970s
Datsun, had been in the sinkhole
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All of the award recipients at Keep Wakulla County Beautiful’s ‘Just Imagine’ dinner on Friday night.
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The Don Henderson Award recipient for last year, Steve Cushman, with Hanna
Henderson and this year’s recipient Erica Morse.

since before 1980.

Awards were presented to
numerous KWCB community
partners:

* Adopt-A-Road was presented
to the American Legion.

e Community Pride award
went to Kristina Peeples of Shell
Point.

e Community Roots award
went to the Wakulla County Gar-
den Club.

e Eco-friendly Education was

presented to Wakulla 4-H.

¢ Eco-Excellence went to Pan-
acea Waterfronts.

¢ Green Alliance went to
Wakulla County Road and Bridge
Department.

e Green Trailblazer award went
to Caden Gruebel, the youngest
member of the KWCB board.

e Green Spark was presented
to Ileana Howard.

¢ Heart of Service award was

Turn to Page 3

_ _OFFERING SERVICE TO VETERANS _

VFW Post’s
‘Salute to
Veterans’ held

Services for local veterans were offered on Friday and Sat-
urday at the community center as part of VFW Post 4538’s
Salute to Veterans. The event was open to all veterans and
their families and offered access to medical, dental and eye
care, as well as veteran services, counseling and financial
assistance. Clockwise from above: Bob Sehnke and Linda
Rhodes stopped to get information from Jacqueline Jordan
of the State Veterans Service Center Division of Veterans
Benefits Assistance; Bear McCombs and Erin Bennett
visited the table for the FSU Network for Clinical Training
& Community Engagement College of Medicine; and Bill
Lamb gets a haircut from Savannah Williamson with the
Savvy on Fifth salon in Tallahasssee. (Photos by Lynda
Kinsey)

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Thursday Friday Saturday

Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Mostly Sunny
Hi: 92° Lo: 74° $24% Hi: 93° Lo: 74° #24% Hi: 92° Lo: 73° 9 24%

Sunrise 6:40 AM Sunrise 6:41 AM Sunrise 6:41 AM

Sunset 8:42 PM Sunset 8:42 PM Sunset 8:42 PM
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Scallop season
opened July 1in
Wakulla waters

From FWC News

The 2025 recreational bay scallop season from
Franklin County through northwestern Taylor
County (including Carrabelle, Lanark and St.
Marks) as well as portions of Levy County and all
of Citrus and Hernando counties (including Cedar
Key, Crystal River and Homosassa) opened July 1
and will remain open through Sept. 24.

The daily bag limit in these areas is 2 gallons
of whole bay scallops in the shell or 1 pint of bay
scallop meat per person, with a maximum of 10
gallons of whole bay scallops in the shell or 1/2
gallon (4 pints) shucked bay scallop meat per
vessel per day.

Throughout the season and region-wide, vessel
limits do not allow an individual to exceed their
personal bag limit.

Harvest of bay scallops is permitted only by
hand or by using a landing or dip net. Commercial
harvest is prohibited.

For information on bay scallop regulations, visit
MyFWC.com/Marine and click on “Recreational
Regulations” and “Bay Scallops” under the “Crabs,
Lobster and other Shellfish” tab

Although bay scallop season dates can vary by
region, regulations do allow the direct and con-
tinuous transit of legally harvested bay scallops
through closed areas. When transiting, boaters
may not stop their vessels in waters that are closed
to harvest and instead must proceed directly to
the dock or ramp to land scallops in a closed area.

Recreational harvesters need a Florida saltwa-
ter fishing license to harvest bay scallops unless
they are exempt from needing a license or have a
no-cost shoreline fishing license and are wading
from shore to collect scallops (i.e., feet do not
leave the bottom to swim, snorkel, or SCUBA and
harvesters do not use a vessel to reach or return
from the harvest location).

To purchase a Saltwater Fishing License,
visit GoOutdoorsFlorida.com, call toll-free
888-FISH-FLORIDA (888-347-4356), or purchase
through the Fish |Hunt FL app on Apple and An-
droid devices.

WEEKLY ROUNDUP

Attentionison
alligators, ICE

By JIM TURNER

News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Amid what Gov. Ron DeSantis
called the “sauna stage of Tallahassee weather,”
attention shifted this week to a proposed migrant
detention center in the Everglades and speculation
about what the governor will redline from the state’s
2025-26 budget.

During an appearance Thursday in Boca Raton,
DeSantis downplayed the Legislature’s $115.1 bil-
lion spending plan as not delivering “any type of sea
change” while later acknowledging “there’s a lot to
go through” as he preps his veto pen.

The state budget (SB 2500), along with a tax
package (HB 7031) and various implementing and
conforming bills, were delivered to DeSantis on Fri-
day. The next fiscal year begins on Tuesday.

“There obviously will be vetoes,” DeSantis said
Thursday. Other unsigned bills will be handled “over
the next three or four days,” the governor added.

“And at that point we will have the fiscal year
2025-26 budget in place, and people can go and do
their thing,” he said.

ALLIGATOR ALCATRAZ II

Intensifying an escalating controversy about a
Turn to Page 9
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CRAWFORD DAYLILY GARDEN

585 Rehwinkel Rd. Crawfordyville
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Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Skyflower

By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, and
SANDY TEDDER

The brilliant blue flowers of skyflower (Hy-
drolea corymbosa) stand out in summer. Clus-
ters of 5-petaled, somewhat cup-shaped flow-
ers face skyward early in the day, then fade
as the day progresses. Anthers covered with
bright orange pollen and long filaments add to
the beauty of the blooms. Bees are the main
pollinators though a few butterflies may visit.
Skyflowers grow 1-2 feet tall in full sun and
wet to moist organic soil. This wetland wild-
flower spreads slowly through underground
rhizomes. It occurs naturally in freshwater
marshes, swamps, ponds, ditches, and wet
pine flatwoods. Found almost exclusively in
Florida, skyflower is common to Florida’s pen-
insula and a few panhandle counties includ-
ing Wakulla. Few notice the plant until the
stunning blooms appear. Skyflower is bloom-
ing now in the pond at Sopchoppy Depot Park.
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Horseman S Assoaatmn celebrates successful season

& The Wakulla County Horse- ell Electric Inc, Shepard Ac-
man’s Association held its counting & Tax Service, Revell
| 2025 Awards Banquet re- Tractor Worx, Willows Way,

| cently and congratulates all Mike’s Feed Store, Pet Stop,
‘ members on their 2024-25 Bart Corrington Reining Hors-
3 show season! Our shows are es, Ovid Solutions, Prime Me-
generally every 3rd Satur- ridian Bank, Rocky’s, Duke
day from September through Energy, A New Look Painting,

classes divided by age, along
with a lead line and novice
class, there is a class for ev-
eryone. We encourage begin-
ners, children, and adults to
come to our shows and join
our club! It has given many
horses and riders the experi-

1850- 962-8079

INDOOR & PATIO SEATING
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
¥ DOORDASH
Ibd-l’t warnt AILL (be [Bustme
v = ot we want YOUIR B
2000 Crawfordville Hwy.

Y

May at the Wakulla County
Equestrian Park on Lawhon
Mill Road, taking the summer
| months of June, July, and
August off. Our shows offer a
4D Cloverleaf Jackpot barrel
race, followed by our regular
club classes, which are clover-

Across from Wal Mart
Sun. - Thurs. 11-9

Fri. and Sat. 11-10

ence to learn to become horse-
women and horsemen for well
over 50 years and some have
gone on to become champi-
ons in the horse world! Follow
our Facebook page for show
updates and information. We
would like to thank our spon-
sors for the “24-25 season:

Diesel Barn, Abbot Construc-
tion, Root 319 salon, Har-
rell Hauling, Ashley’s Feed
Store. If you’re interested in
purchasing an arena sign to
sponsor the club, please call
Jessica Revell, you can find
her on Facebook or Shepard

* * * A "
Readers’, Choice

leaf barrels, pole bending and

Accounting & Tax Service in

an arena race. With multiple Lilliston Grandparents, Rev- Crawfordville.

Winners ;2024 |

Post Office

moving
Nl A— forward with
Crawfa»rdviile, FL 33‘32? 7 blue ribbon
(850) 251-9792  Ideafor
homes with

www.blackfootroofing.com

dogs

My guys loved the article last week and all
wore their Pam Rock shirts to help support as
welll Pam Rock was a carrier in Florida who
was attacked and killed while delivering on her
route in 2022. Her family has fought to get an
act passed in her name, which goes into ef-
fect on July 1, 2025, to protect the public from
dangerous dogs by implementing stricter reg-

ulations like requiring owners to carry at least
$100,000 in liability insurance, keeping the
dangerous dogs securely confined to a proper
enclosure and annually registering the danger-
ous dogs with animal control. We also heard
from our Safety office that we WOULD be rep-
resenting the Florida 1 district with our idea in
the Dog Bite Awareness Competition!

CCC1332583

Wakulla County

Tax Collectors e
Office

SPECIALTY TAGS
$15 - $30 additional

to cost of tag.

WakullaCountysTax Collector
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- PROTEGT THE PANTHER s ~

Purchase a panther
license plate to help
protect the iconic Florida
panther. Proceeds

A pay for research and
management as well as the care and rehabilitation of injured
panthers. You'll be providing much needed support for conservation.
[t matters to us.

Subscribe & Save.
Call (850) 962-8019 to get started.

Learn more about the Florida panther at M m/panther.
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KWCB awards

From Front Page

presented to the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.

e Preservation of Excellence award went to the

Friends of Wakulla Springs State Park.

* Eco-Tourism award was presented to Cal

Jamison.

* Wakulla Waste-Wise award went to Kelli Keys.
e The Don Henderson award, named after the
late longtime KWCB board member, was presented

to Erica Morse.

* A $2,000 student scholarship was presented

to Bella Perry.

e The Golden Vest Volunteer of the Year was

Amanda Gruebel.

Additionally, there was a silent auction with items

for attendees to bid on.

L A o Al B,

KWCB President Steve Sanabria presents the Eco-Excellence

Award to Panacea Waterfronts, represented by Sherrie Posey
Miller, Michelle Crum and Quincee Messersmith.
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Gruebel.
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Unsell competes for Miss Florida

Special to The Sun

Tia Unsell, 26, of
Crawfordville, will be
competing June 25-
28th at the 89th Miss
Florida Scholarship
Competition in Lake-
land.

Currently, Unsell
holds the title of Miss
St. Augustine. Unsell
won the title of Miss St.
Augustine December
14th at Atlantic Coast
High School in Jackson-
ville, where there were
seven young women in
her division.

If crowned Miss Flor-
ida, she would be the
first young woman from
the Panhandle of Flori-

da to win the crown in
11 years.

She will be compet-
ing in five mandatory
phases of competition:
Private Interview, On
Stage Question, Eve-
ning Gown, Talent and
Fitness. Unsell’s com-
munity service initia-
tive is Dancers Against

Cancer, a nonprofit or-
ganization that provides
financial assistance to
dancers, dance educa-
tors and their families
battling cancer. Cur-
rently this organization
has raised over $3 mil-
lion with a goal of $5
million. Her talent is a
lyrical dance to “When
You Believe” by Mari-
ah Carey and Whitney
Houston.

The winner of the
Miss Florida Scholar-
ship Competition will go
on to compete at Miss
America in September
in Orlando. The Miss
America Organization
is the largest provider of

women.

Unsellis a 2017 grad-
uate of Wakulla High
School and is a grad-
uate of Florida State
University with a degree
in Communication Sci-
ences & Disorders to
become a Speech Lan-
guage Pathologist.

She is also a recre-
ational and competitive
dance teacher at Studio
88 Dance Productions
in Crawfordville.

To keep up with
the competition week,
please like the Miss
Florida Scholarship
Program page and Miss
St. Augustine 2025- Tia
Unsell on Facebook.
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\Steve Sanabria presents the Green Trailblazer Award to Caden

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF WAKULLA
COUNTY ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING:

EVENT: School Board Meeting

DATE: Monday;, July 21, 2025

TIME: 5:45 pm

PLACE: School Board Room, 69 Arran

Road, Crawfordville, Florida
PURPOSE: Monthly School Board Meeting

For further information please contact:
Superintendent’s Office
Wakulla County Schools

Post Office Box 100, 69 Arran Rd
Crawfordville, Florida 32326
850-926-0065

July 3,2025

SOPCHOPPY WATER SYSTEM
CITY OF SOPCHOPPY, FLORIDA
WELL NO. 7 MODIFICATIONS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Well No.
7 Improvements will be received, by the City of
Sopchoppy, at the City Hall, 105 Municipal Avenue,
Sopchoppy, Florida 32358, until 2:00 PM E.D.S.T.
onJuly 10, 2025, at which time the Bids received will
be publicly opened and read. The Project consists
of installing two 1,000 gallon-per-minute wells, a
200,000-gallon ground storage tank, two 1,000
gallon-per-minute booster pumps, a mechanical /
treatment building and associate yard piping and
appurtenances to connect to the existing water
distribution system.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract.
Bids shall be on a lump sum price basis as indicated
in the Bid Form.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is
Baskerville-Donovan, Inc., 449 West Main Street,
Pensacola, Florida 32502, 850-438-9661, contact
Jeffrey W. Jones, P.E. jjones@baskervilledonovan.
com. Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding
Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays
through Fridays between the hours of 9:00 AM to
4:00 PM C.D.S.T. and may obtain electronic copies
of the Bidding Documents from the Issuing Office
as described above.

Bidding Documents may be obtained from the
Issuing Office during the hours indicated above.
Bidding Documents are available as portable
document format (PDF) files) for a non-refundable
charge of $50.00. The date that the Bidding
Documents are transmitted by the Issuing Office
will be considered the prospective Bidder’s date of
receipt of the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of
Bidding Documents will not be available from the

Issuing Office. Neither Owner nor Engineer will
be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding
Documents, including Addenda if any, obtained
from sources other than the Issuing Office.

A mandatory pre-bid conference will be held at
10:00 AM E.D.S.T. on July 1, 2025, at City Hall,
105 Municipal Avenue, Sopchoppy, Florida.

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with
the Instructions to Bidders.

June 19, 26, July 3, 10, 2025

scholarships for young

Campus USA
credit union
hosts coffee

Campus USA hosted a coffee on Thurs-
day at the credit union’s new Crawford-
ville location. Among the attendees was
Jordan Lee of English Financial, Sheriff
Jared Miller, Chamber Director Heather
Bryan, and Campus USA manager Alex
Gonzalez. (Photo by Lynda Kinsey)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONCERNING AN APPLICATION
FOR FINAL PLAT

The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners
will hold a public hearing to consider the proposed
application for final plat approval described below. The
Public Hearing is scheduled before the Board of County
Commissioners on Monday, July 14,2025,at5:00 P.M.
unless otherwise noted below or as time permits. All
public hearings will be held at the County Commission
Chambers located west of the County Courthouse at 29
Arran Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327. Interested
parties are invited to attend and present testimony.

Site Map A

WILDERNESS WAY

02-65-02W-033-03634-000

02-65-02W-033-03637-000

02-65-02W-033-03635-000

FP25-03
Randy S. and Christina C. Fullerton

1. Application for Final Plat Approval:
Applicant:

Agent: Thurman Roddenberry & Associates, Inc./
Thurman Roddenberry

Proposal: create 2-lot residential subdivision - Manatee
Manor

Tax ID Numbers: 02-6S-02W-033-03634-000;
02-6S-02W-033-03635-000; &
02-6S-02W-033-03637-000

Existing FLU Map: Urban Core (FLUE Policy 1.2.9)

Current Zoning:
FEMA Flood Info:

Parcel size:

R-1 (Section 5-30, LDC)
“VE” zone on Panel 0485E
1.32+/- acres

Location: 2433 Surf Road, within Tarpon Shores Unit 1
Subdivision

Hearing Required: B
5:00 PM

If an individual wishes to submit documents or other
materials related to a matter for consideration by the
Board of County Commissioners at a public meeting,
they are strongly encouraged to submit copies of all such
documents or other materials to the Wakulla County Office
of Planning and Community Development at least 3 days
prior to the date of the meeting so that they can be provided
to the Board Members. If an individual wishes to bring
documents or other materials for consideration by the Board
of County Commissions that were not previously provided
to the Wakulla County Office of Planning and Community
Development in accordance with the preceding sentence,
they must bring at least eight (8) copies of each such
document to the meeting.

: Mon ly 14,202

Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any
related public record files may be viewed at the County
Planning Department located at 11 Bream Fountain Road,
Crawfordville, FL 32327, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM M-F; Phone
(850) 926-3695. Any person desiring to appeal a decision
of a County Board must ensure a verbatim transcript or
copy is made of the testimony and exhibits presented at
said hearings. Persons with a disability needing a special
accommodation should contact the Wakulla County Board
of County Commissioners Administration Office at least
two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-0919;
Hearing and Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at
ADARequest@mywakulla.com.

July 3, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides
this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

FLORIDA
] PUBLIC NOTICES

JRIDAPUBLICNOTICES. COM
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

WAKULLA COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 2025-15

WAKULLA COUNTY INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (IT) SERVICES

ADVERTISEMENT BEGIN DATE:
JULY 3, 2025

RELEASE DATE: JULY 3, 2025

PROPOSALS DUE TO BOCC:
AUGUST 5, 2025 @ 3:00 P.M.

Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the Board
of County Commissioners, 3093 Crawfordville Highway,
Crawfordville, FL 32327; until 3:00 P.M., Local Time, on AU-
GUST 5, 2025, at which time the proposals will be opened
and read aloud. Proposals received after said time will be re-
turned unopened.

The principal features of this procurement by the County are
known as: WAKULLA COUNTY INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY (IT) SERVICES. The specifications of this pro-
curement are stated in RFP 2025-15.

The RFP and any addenda issued will be posted to the Coun-
ty’s Website at www.mywakulla.com or can be obtained by
contacting the County Purchasing Office at 850-926-0919 or

bnowak@mywakulla.com.

A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted
vendor list following a conviction for a public entity crime
may not submit a bid on a contract to provide any goods or
services to a public entity, may not submit a bid on a contract
with a public entity for the construction or repair of a public
building or public work, may not submit bids on leases of real
property to a public entity, may not be awarded or perform
work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consultant
under a contract with any public entity, and may not trans-
act business with any public entity in excess of the threshold
amount provided in Section 287.017, Florida Statutes, for
CATEGORY TWO ($35,000) for a period of 36 months from
the date of being placed on the convicted vendor list.

The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners re-
serves the right to waive informalities in any bid; reject any
or all proposals, in whole or in part; re-bid a project, in whole
or in part; and to accept a proposal that in its judgment, is
the lowest and best bid of a responsible bidder. In accepting a
bid, Wakulla County may award a contract based only on the
base bid, the base bid plus all alternates, or the base bid plus
any alternates which Wakulla County selects -- with all deci-
sions being made based upon what Wakulla County believes
to be the best interests of its ratepayers, in the reasonable ex-
ercise of its discretion. Wakulla County further reserves the
right to increase or decrease quantities as may be required to
meet the needs of Wakulla County, at the unit price which
was bid.

Wakulla County does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, marital status or dis-
ability/handicapped status in employment or provision of
service.

Wakulla County is an Equal Opportunity Employer
MBE/WBE businesses are encouraged to participate
Wakulla County strictly enforces open and fair competition

ADA - Special Accommodations: Any person requiring ac-
commodations by the County due to a disability should call the
Purchasing Office at 850-926-0919 at least five (5) days prior to
any pre-response conference, response opening, or meeting. If
you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the County
Purchasing Office by the Florida Relay Service, which can be
reached at 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). July 3, 2025
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Opinions
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

LETTERS FROM READERS

WCT to present ‘Steel Magnolias’

Editor, The Sun:

The play, Steel Magnolias, was
written in 1987 after Robert Harling’s
sister, Susan, died from diabetes
complications. The movie, starring
Sally Fields, Dolly Parton, Julia Rob-
erts, Daryl Hannah, Olympia Duka-
kis, and Shirley McClaine, was a hit
in 1989. Though the story is a sad
one, it speaks to female friendships
and bonds, and the resilience of the
human spirit.

Wakulla Community Theater will
be presenting this heart-felt play Au-
gust 1, 2, and 3, at the Historic Sop-
choppy School. The play is set entire-
ly in “Truvy’s” beauty shop and only
has the six main female characters.
Two Acts and four scenes traces the
discussion of “Shelby’s” upcoming
marriage, the hiring of new to Chin-
quapin, Lousiana, “Annelle”, curmud-
geon “Ouiser’s” on-going feud with
“M’Lynn’s” husband, Drum, and the
sage advice of “Miss Clairee”. Many

wise-cracking lines and humorous
debates, along with the tragic ending
make this a play to be enjoyed by all.

The cast is as follows: Val Hallaian
as Truvy Jones (beauty shop own-
er), Trenidy Reznor as Annelle Du-
puy-Desoto (beauty shop assistant),
Lily Nichols as M’Lynn Eatenton (so-
cially prominent career woman), Lau-
rel Nichols as Shelby Eatenton-Latch-
erie (prettiest girl in town), Emma
Dykes as Clairee Belcher (widow of
former mayor/grande dame) and
Krissy Sanchez as Ousier Boudreaux
(she’s not crazy — just been in a very
bad mood for 40 years). Steel Mag-
nolias is directed by Lily Nichols, as-
sistant director Krissy Sanchez, and
Riley Carraway is stage manager.

Tickets go on sale in July and
can be purchased at: https://www.
wakullacommunitytheater.org/tick-
ets-events.

Mina Sutton
Wakulla Community Theater

Something on your mind?

Email Letters to the Editor to editor@thewakullasun.com; or mail
it or drop it by the office at 12 Arran Road, Crawfordville FL 32327.

Don't eliminate county recycling service

Editor, The Sun:

The article on Property Values in
last week’s Sun (“Property values
up 9.5%,” June 19) mentioned that
Wakulla County has proposed to elim-
inate its recycling program since only
20% of customers participate. I sug-
gest that instead of eliminating re-
cycling, the County should try to in-
crease participation.

Curbside recycling is not just a “feel
good” service, there are cost benefits to
County residents. Ivisited the Marpan
recycling facility last year and was told

they have buyers for all the recycled
materials and their operation is prof-
itable.

Recycling reduces landfill tipping
fees and extends the landfill life, delay-
ing expansion costs ultimately paid for
by customers.

Unless the county has performed
a detailed cost evaluation that shows
otherwise, increasing participation
seems to be a better option than elimi-
nating recycling.

John Parks
Crawfordville

Senior center fundraiser set July 25

Join us on Friday, July 25, for our
28th Annual Christmas in July Fund-
raiser benefiting the Wakulla Senior
Center at the Lodge at Wakulla Springs
at 6 p.m. with a Social Hour (cash bar),
followed by dinner, dancing, and a si-
lent auction.

This year, we are excited to offer an
optional opportunity to join us for a
friendly competition: our Silent Auc-
tion Table Centerpiece Contest!

Your support helps us continue our
work with seniors through transporta-
tion, meals, and education programs.

We also serve local elementary stu-
dents with before and after school care.

We’re proud to have Prime Merid-
ian Bank as our Title Sponsor and
Cabs and Counters as our Social Hour
Sponsor.

For more information or to reserve
your table, contact Lara Edwards, Ex-
ecutive Director, l.edwards@wakul-
laseniorcitizens.com or call 850-212-
3184.

You may also contact Sue Ander-
son, Fundraising Chair, at ander-
sons1001@yahoo or 850-567-5408.

Library News

By LINDA OAKS
Library Director

Library News July 3rd to July 9th:

Thursday, July 3rd
* Creative Writing I 10am
* Bible Study 7pm

Friday, July 4th
* Closed

Saturday, July S5th
e No Programs

Sunday, July 6th
* Closed

Monday, July 7th

* No Programs

Tuesday, July 8th

* Book Bunch 10am

e Summer Breakspot Free Lunch
1lam

e Big Bend AHEC Tobacco free
5:30pm

e Summer Program at the Com-
munity Center Family Fun, Relay

Games with the library staff and
Friends of the Library 7pm

Wednesday, July 9th

* Book Babies 10am

e Summer Breakspot Free Lunch
llam

* The Hue Crew (grades K-2) 2pm

e Knitting Group 4pm

e Summer Teen Manga 4:30pm

Thursday, July 3

« The VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will be
held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Thursday. There are con-
cessions and raffles.

« Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with Nellie every
Thursday. Classes are $12, at New Posh on
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850)
528-5838.

« Gentle Yoga at First Baptist Church,
3086 Crawfordville Hwy., at 11:30 a.m.
Chair participants welcome. $2 donation
per class. Bring your mat.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30
p.m. every Thursday at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

Friday, July 4
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On the Horizon

Calendar of events for the week of July 3

« Independence Day - Banks, government
offices and many businesses will be closed
for the holiday.

« Sopchoppy Fourth of July Celebration

« Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon at
8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, July 5
« Salute to Veterans will be held at the
Wakulla Community Center from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Sunday, July 6
» Wakulla Giving Hands holds a food
giveaway every Sunday from 12:30 to

2:30 p.m.

Monday;, July 7
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o The Wakulla Respite Program will be
available for anyone with memory impair-
ment at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Lake Ellen Baptist Church every Monday.
o Grief Support Group will be offered at
Lake Ellen Baptist Church every Monday
June 9 through July 14 from 7 to 8p.m.
There is no cost. Contact Stan Mitchell at
850-728-3454.

« Yoga 101 with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes are
$12, packages available at New Posh on
3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com or text/call at (850)
528-5838.

« Gentle Yoga and Stretching Class, every
Monday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Community
Center. Bring a mat. Come early to sign
in. Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2
per class.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m.
and 8 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Tuesday, July 8

 Sopchoppy community dinner is held
every week at the Towles House at 6:30
p.m.

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30
p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

« Yoga Flow with Nellie at 6 p.m. Classes
are $12, packages available at New Posh
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to
newposh3079@gmail.com or text/call at
(850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, July 9

« Yoga with Stacy at the community center
at 11 a.m. $2 donation per class.

o A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the
Wakulla Senior Center every Wednesday.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https:/ /floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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Wakulla Crossroads

By VERNA BROCK

Recently, I have had a number of
folks comment on how well Ed’s pe-
can grove is doing. It’s true, many of
the trees are beginning to look like
actual trees, versus twigs with a
smattering of leaves on top. His cit-
rus grove is also growing well, hav-
ing managed to evade death by freez-
ing one more year. All of this takes
a lot of effort on Ed’s part. Some of
the trees have expired and been re-
placed. Weeding and watering are
never ending chores.

While I was running errands in
Crawfordville last week, I stopped by
the Wakulla Home Extension Office. I
was on a mission to pick up four soil
sample kits at Ed’s behest. He has a
few pecan trees that aren’t thriving,

and wanted to see if he could find
any answers there.

Most of my readers who also gar-
den will know how the quality of dirt,
with all of its mysterious and varied
nutrients, can affect the survival of
plants. Soil pH, acidity and alkalin-
ity, can make the difference in pink
or blue hydrangeas. It makes the dif-
ference between having tasty blue-
berries or bushes that don’t produce.
But trace chemicals, nutrients like
copper and zinc, also mean the dif-
ference in healthy pecan trees and
those that seem to wither. Fertilizer
and water, in the correct amounts,
help to keep them strong and healthy.

It seems so odd that two plants,
in close proximity to one another,
can have such marked differences in
their growth and survival. But we see

it every day. People are like this too.
How can two children from the same
gene pool grow up to be so different?
Resilient, or not. Happy-go-lucky, or
anxiety ridden. As a parent, I always
believe you need to meet each child
where they are as unique individuals.
No one answer serves every question.
You just do the very best you can.

Child-rearing is such an excit-
ing challenge! Watching personality
and character emerge from the earli-
est moments of life is awe-inspiring.
Helping to shape and guide growth in
constructive directions can be both
rewarding and frustrating. Thank
goodness our kids arrive as adorable
babies instead of headstrong tod-
dlers and teens! But how amazing to
watch them develop into adults we
are proud to know.

As people grow into adulthood,
the process of pruning and nurtur-
ing ourselves becomes our personal

task. Once we leave the haven of our
parents’ protection, we become re-
sponsible for our continued growth
and progress. Are you thriving in the
garden? Do you test the soil in which
you are planted? It takes courage to
confront yourself and make change.
In the long run, if you are able to do
so, you will find deeper peace, great-
er joy, and an appreciation of who
you are meant to be. I'm learning it
can take a lifetime!

Independence Day is upon us with
parades, festivals and fireworks dis-
plays all around. Have a safe and
happy Fourth of July celebrating
with friends and family. While enjoy-
ing barbecue and beaches, take a few
moments to remember all who have
come before us. I am so very grateful
to those who have protected the lib-
erty we enjoy today! May God bless
America.

Palaver Tree hosts music events Friday, Saturday

BRIAN C. ENG
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OF KNOWLEDGE & TRUST
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Chartered
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Financial Consultant®

LISH

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

926-7487

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring

A L® specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Securities products and a:lusor\ services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA,
i do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affiliated

SIPC. Guardian, its s, agents and employ
with the Florida Retirement SVSIem

2015-6207 EXP 5/17

Q LEVY COUNTY, FL

online
auction _ -

Selling as a Whole
or Divided In Tracts
Ranging 8-254+ AC

BIDDING ENDS JULY 22"° AT 7THAUCTIONS.COM

) BANKRUPTCY SALE
7 Hilco.

Real Estate Sales

Fully Entitled Multifamily Opportunity
e Prime location, proximate to Sunny Isles Beach
e Approved: 4 retail & 341 rental units w/ 400+ parking

855.755.2300 HilcoRealEstateSales.com

Subject to approval by U.S. Bankruptcy Court District of Florida (Miami).
Petition No: 1:25-bk-11136-LMI | In re: Sky Gardens Residences, LLC.

BID DEADLINE JULY 22

North Miami Beach
= Development Site
": (© 16300 NE 19th Ave., North Miami Beach

Seven@Hills

FL-CQ1057830, FL: AB3765

coverage

COVERING FLORIDA

COMMITTED TO COVERAGE

coveringflorida.org

e Newly married or divorced
e Had a baby or adopted a child
e Lost employer-based health

¢ Moved to a new county
e Released from incarceration
e Will lose health insurance

Palaver Tree hosted concerts Friday and Saturday night, with the Palace Rats, left, headling on Friday and
blew the crowd away with their original songs and high octane covers; and Saturday night featured Florida
rock legend Daryl Hance with songs from his recent album ‘Devil’s Millhopper’ (Photos by Gerald Brown)

Big Life Change?

Need Health Insurance?

You may qualify for a special enrollment period if one of the
following has happened in your household in the last 60 days...

Our Covering Florida Navigators at Big Bend
AHEC offer free help to consumers.

=BIG BEND
i)

W AREA HEALTH EDUCATION CENTER

Government.

Make an appointment at bigbendahec.org
or call us today at 850-224-1177.

This program is supported by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $13,792,500 with 100 percent funded by CMS/HHS. The contents
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CMS/HHS, or the U.S.
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HOME ON THE RANGE

Four .380 Caliber Small Handguns

By MARJ LAW

Helen wants to pur-
chase a .380. She is new
to shooting and wants to
be able to defend herself.
She has talked to friends
who have handguns.
Most of them have told
her the .22 doesn’t have
enough “take-down”
power, so they have sug-
gested a .380.

But which one?

She wonders: “Which
380 shoots the best?
Which one fits my
needs? Which is easiest
to load? Has the lightest
slide? Easiest trigger
pull? Least weight? The
only way I'll know is to
shoot some .380s first,
but how do I do that?”

At the Wakulla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office range
recently, I took Helen to
try out four .380 caliber
handguns, some do-
nated by friends, and a
couple are our own. They
are the:

Sig Sauer P365 380,

Sig Sauer P238,

Ruger Security 380,
and

The Smith & Wesson
M&P Shield .380 EZ.

Helen looks at the four
handguns.

“Two of them are

substantially smaller '

than the other two,” she
says. “They’re lighter,
too. They would fit in my
purse, and I could wear
them in holsters. The
365 is 5.8” long and it
weighs 15.7 ounces. The
238 is 5.5” long and it
weighs 15.2 ounces. So,
the 365 is a bit longer
and heavier than the
238, but I can easily
carry either one in my
purse.”

“The other two I could
wear in holsters, but I
wouldn’t put them in
my purse. The Ruger
and the Shield are larg-
er than the 365 or the
238. The Ruger is 6.52”
long and it weighs 19.7
ounces. The Shield is
6.7” long, and it weighs
18.3 ounces.”

“What about grip?” I
ask her.

Keeping the muzzles .

pointing downrange, she
picks up the four guns
one by one. Thoughtful-
ly, she feels the grips.

“Both the smaller
guns have small grips.
My small hands fit nicely
in their grips. The 238’s
magazine is extended,
which avoids my baby
finger dangling. It holds
6 rounds. This 365 holds
12 rounds. It’s a bit wid-
er, but it has a great cut-
out groove for the web of
my hand. Both feel great
in my hand.”

“The other two larger
guns have bigger grips.
You have a 15-round
magazine in the Ruger,
so the grip is thicker and
longer. The Shield’s grip
is also thicker and lon-
ger. Its magazine holds
8 rounds. What is this

SERPENT STAR
(Ophioderma brevispinum)
This distinctive sea star can grow to 3 inches. It
lives in shallow subtidal sea grass areas. These

starfish are predatory and

scavenger both

catching prey or eating detritus. They have a
high tolerance for fluctuations in salinity. This
sea star has an unusual life cycle. The larvae
hatch, enter a plankton stage for a mere 4-5 days
and then metamorphose to the nonswimming
form. This adaptation allows them to survive in
the unstable water conditions of shallow seas..

Eukarya, Animalia, Echinodermata,
Ophiuridia, Ophidermataidae, Ophioderma

nen Marine Laboratory

Gene
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thing on the Shield’s grip
that makes it so wide?”
she asks.

“That’s a grip safety,”
I reply.

“I thought all safeties
are levers on the frame,”
she questions.

“No, some are built
into the grip, some in the
frame or slide, and some
into the trigger,” I tell
her. “So, which of these
guns have safeties?”

Helen looks them
over.

“l see the 365 has a
lever safety on its frame.
The 238 does, too. The
Ruger does as well, plus
I see it has a trigger
safety too, but the Shield
only has that grip safe-
ty. Is a grip safety good
enough?” she questions.

“Yes. The grip safety
is a neat feature. If your
hand is not high and
firm in the grip, the gun
won'’t be able to fire.”

“So, is it better to have
a safety, or not to have
one?” Helen asks.

“Personally, I don’t
bother with a safety. If
Mr. Bad is at the door,
I don’t want to have to
worry if the safety is on
or off. I'd probably be too
scared to think clearly.

S&W M&P Shield 380

That’s why I like the grip
safety. It also promotes
you getting a good grip.
A firm grip helps you to
control your gun.”

“So, how many rounds
do you want your gun to
hold?” I continue.

“Well, the more the
better. The purse-size
238 only holds 6 rounds.
The 365, even though
it is small, holds 12
rounds. The larger Ruger
hold 15 rounds and the
Shield holds 8. I'd rather
have more rounds than
the 238, but it is such a
good size to carry in my
purse that I'd have to
think about it.”

“Let’s go ahead and
load the magazines,” I
suggest. “You'll probably
want to use the UpLula
to put in each round.
Otherwise, it’s hard on
your hands.”

“But I notice that the
Shield has a different
style magazine,” she
continues. “This one
has a button to push
down as you plop each
round in. That’s sup-
posed to make loading
easier. However, after
loading about 4 rounds,
the spring makes it too
hard to push that button
down, so I end up using

the UpLula to put in the
last 4 rounds.”

“That’s okay.” I re-
spond. “Now that you've
loaded the guns, how
hard is jacking the
slide?”

“For the 238, I first
pulled the hammer back.
Then, the slide wasn’t
hard to pull at all. The
365 has a firmer pull.
The Ruger’s slide is real-
ly easy and the Shield’s
is equally easy, too. I'm
really surprised at how
easy they all are.”

“How hard do you find
trigger pull on all guns?”

Helen drops the mag-
azine, racks the slide
and pulls.

“They all seem to have
equally easy and light
trigger pulls,” she re-
sponds.

“What do you think
about the sights?”

“l like that the 365
has tritium night sights
in the rear, and a very
bright fiber optic front
sight with tritium in the
center, so day or night
shooting should be easy.
The 238 has 3 big white
dot sights. They are very
easy to see. The Ruger’s
front sight is fiber optic,
but I see you painted or-
ange on the rear sight.”

“Yes. The rear sight
wasn’t easy to see, so we
put orange paint on that
sight to make it easier to
acquire.”

“Yes. The orange
stands out. And last,
the Shield has big white
dot sights like the 238.”

“Now for the test,” I
encourage her. “Shoot
4 rounds in each target,
and let’s see which gun
works the best for you.”

She shoots at the first
target, which is about
7 V> yards away. That’s
about how far you’d need
to shoot if someone were
to break into your house.

Helen shoots. She gets
3 rounds in with the
365, 2 with the 238. She
has 2 with the Ruger and
4 with the Shield.

“I shot the most ac-
curately with the 365,”
she says happily. “The
Shield did well, too. The
Ruger even hit the x-ring
once. Maybe if | practice
more, I'll do well with
the Ruger. And the 238
is the smallest and the
lightest for my purse.
Which would I choose?”
She looks at me like I
might have the answer.

“You must choose the
gun you like the best.
Which gun fits your
needs best?”

“Okay. Let me think.”
After a moment she has
the answer.

“I want the 238 for my
purse.”

“Well, that would work
for you,” I reply.

“And...”

“And what?” I ask.

“And I’d like the 365
for its accuracy and size.
This rainbow slide is so
pretty. Maybe I'd like
that one for my purse.”

“The Shield is accu-
rate, too,” she continues.
“I'd like it for my bedside.
Maybe I’'d put the Ruger
in my car.”

“Drat!” she exclaims.
“Looks like I want one
of each!”

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who
has become an avid
shooter in retirement.

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park Ranger
Bob Thompson, on his weekly wildlife sur-

vey at the park last week, took this photo of a
Double Crested Cormorant.
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Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports

By Carolyn Brown Treadon

On June 23, the
Coast Guard Auxilia-
ry celebrated its 86th
birthday. This story
can be found on the
Coast Guard Auxiliary
website:

Boating always has
been one of America’s
favorite pastimes and
entered the sport are-
na in the early 19th
Century. Rowing and
yachting races were
among the most pop-
ular spectator sports
through the 1930s.
The wealth generat-
ed in post-Civil War
America, along with
the growth of rail-
roads, spurred the de-
velopment of resorts,
country homes, and
the suburbs, all plac-
es to go boating.

The Federal Gov-
ernment began to
construct large dams,
reservoirs, and lake
systems during the
Depression, adding
waterways.

With the develop-
ment of the single op-
erator motorboat and
the outboard engine
at the turn of the 20th
Century, the num-
ber of recreational
boaters skyrocketed.
In 1939, the Coast
Guard reported that
there were more than
300,000 boats operat-
ing in Federal waters.

In the previous year
it had received 14,000
calls for assistance
and had responded to
8,600 “in peril” cas-
es, a record number.
Boaters needed to be
better trained in sea-
manship and Feder-
al law. At the same
time, civilian yachts-
men were pressing
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the Coast Guard to
establish a volunteer
arm of the service.

As a result of these
demands, on June
23, 1939, Congress
passed legislation
that established the
Coast Guard Re-
serve, its volunteer
civilian component,
to promote boating
safety and to facili-
tate the operations
of the Coast Guard.
Groups of boat own-
ers were organized
into flotillas and these
into divisions within
Coast Guard Districts
around the country.
Members initially
conducted safety and
security patrols and
helped enforce the
provisions of the 1940
Federal Boating and
Espionage Acts.

Then in February
1941, a military re-
serve was created and
the volunteer Reserve
was renamed the U.S.
Coast Guard Auxil-
iary.

Following the war,
by 1950 the four
traditional Auxiliary
cornerstone missions
of public education,
operations, vessel ex-
amination, and fel-
lowship had been es-
tablished.

The public educa-

tion program yearly
trains tens of thou-
sands of boaters in
seamanship, piloting,
rules of the road, and
weather, among oth-
er topics. Specially
qualified coxswain
and crew members
conduct search and
rescue missions in
their own boats and
support Coast Guard
missions.

Auxiliary pilots and
air observers search
for boaters in dis-
tress, floating haz-
ards, pollution spills,
and ice-locked ves-
sels. Communications
watchstanders handle
distress calls at Coast
Guard and Auxiliary
radio stations. Vessel
Examiners conduct
Vessel Safety Checks
under which recre-
ational vessels are
examined for properly
installed Federally re-
quired equipment and
systems.

Over the years, Aux-
iliary programs also
have kept pace with
boating trends. Mem-
bers helped imple-
ment the provisions
of the 1958 Federal
Boating Act. In the
1970s, they formed
flotillas in sole-state
waters to meet local
demands for water

safety. They intro-
duced new courses
such as those for
sailors and personal
water craft operators
as their numbers in-
creased.

The U. S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary is
the largest volunteer
marine safety orga-
nization in the world
and has fostered sim-
ilar ones in foreign
countries.

Thanks to Sherrie,
we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no
accident!

If you would like
to learn more about
vessel safety checks,
please contact Steve
Hults, Staff Officer for
Vessel Examinations
at steve.hults@usc-
gaux.net

Please contact us
for more information
about our safe boat-
ing classes or learn-
ing more about get-
ting involved in the
Auxiliary, check out
our website at www.
uscgaux.net follow
us on FaceBook @
Apalachee Bay Flotil-
la 12 or contact our
Flotilla Commander
Norma Hill at njhill@
ballstate.bsu.edu

The Coast Guard
Auxiliary is the uni-
formed civilian volun-
teer component of the
U.S. Coast Guard and
supports the Coast
Guard in nearly all
mission areas. The
Auxiliary was created
by Congress in 1939.
For more information,
please visit www.
cgaux.org.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Your local source for news.
www. TheWakullaSun.com

Underwater
Y

Life Support Investigations. August 18, 2011

As the Life Support Investigations teams coordinator, I
am the one who gets the call that there has been another
unfortunate diving incident.

The U.S. Coast Guard or sheriff’'s office has someone’s
diving equipment that needs inspection to determine if it
has malfunctioned.

Over the years, our team of volunteer professionals that
also dive Closed Circuit Rebreathers (CCR), have perfected
protocols to evaluate diving equipment and the incident
that surrounds them in the hope we may find ways to avoid
diving injuries.

Our team came out of a Divers Alert Network (DAN) meet-
ing to evaluate CCR fatalities. Since 1960 there have been
around 180 deaths while using these life support platforms,
but very little was investigated at the time, so there was little
known about the cause.

The outcome of the meeting resulted in my invitation to
create a protocol to investigate future incidents.

I started with what authorities were currently using. Be-
cause the list was extensive, I invited several colleagues to
join me in sorting out what may work and what may not.
I invited Dr. Joerg Hess (a frequent contributor to this col-
umn), who is an engineer, and Dr. Jon Conard, M.D., who
practices Emergency Medicine and is a hyperbaric chamber
medical officer.

Also asked to assist was Suzanne Floyd, a former Florida
Department of Law Enforcement investigator, now teaching
criminology at Gulf Coast Community College.

We sorted and debated every step. In the end, we compiled
a multi-page document that begins at the dive site with steps
to preserve data contained in the equipment, then advises
the medical examiner on what to look for if there was a
fatality, extends through a performance analysis of the life
support technology and finally an analysis of the incident
itself from police records.

We were then asked to test the protocols on an old case
and found limited success.

After that, agencies began requesting our assistance. Today,
our team is organized as a not-for-profit corporation with
a few more investigative specialists, including an attorney
and two-deep representation (in case of conflict of interest).

What began as research into a protocol to collect better data
has developed into a pro bono service to law enforcement.

And what have we found?

As in most cases on land, the prevailing contributor to a
diving incident is human error.

While there are many contributing factors such as distrac-
tion, complacency and poor judgement, one stands out more
than the rest: Exceeding ones level of training.

The individual who dives beyond his depth limit faces more
unknowns than he is prepared for, unfamiliar technology
behaves in an unfamiliar way, and new places (like a cave)
cause people to perform in an unsafe manner if you are not
trained for it.

There is an old saying common to many high risk activities.
There are old divers and there are bold divers, but there are
no old, bold divers.

I have taken this experience into our classroom, and used
it in lectures, training all levels from basic scuba all the way
up to Advanced Rebreather Cave Diving.

We strongly believe in the National Association of Under-
water Instructors motto: Safety Through Education.

All of our courses are longer so that we can expose our
students to the greater volume of information available.

Diving is relatively safe if you know what you are doing!
Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2011.
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Let there be peace in America this July 4th

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

When our Founding
Fathers spent weeks
drafting the Declara-
tion of Independence,
they ignited a war to se-
cure America’s freedom
from Britain’s control.
In an interesting twist,
the process of creating
this groundbreaking

document also laid the
foundation for a more
peaceful society for the
new nation.

How can we integrate
this core value of peace
into our relationships
today?

Think back to the last
time you and someone
else were at war with
each other. Remember
how upset both of you
felt when you desperate-
ly wanted to be heard?
Yet your anger, along
with your convictions
that you were right, af-
fected your hearing.

Instead of listen-
ing to each other, you
spoke harsh words. An-
gry words. Regrettable
words. Before you re-

alized it, you both had
said far more than you
intended to. Far more
than you should have.

When we carelessly
vent our feelings, we
may feel better in the
short term, but when
the Holy Spirit convicts
us of our sin, we feel
worse than ever.

Psalm 139:23-24 are
excellent verses to help
us gain the right per-
spective. “Search me
[thoroughly], O God,
and know my heart!
Try me and know my
thoughts! And see if
there is any wicked or
hurtful way in me, and
lead me in the way ever-
lasting” (AMPC).

What would happen

if each of us invited
God to examine our
heart and ways? And
then listened for Him to
speak words of wisdom,
discernment and love
into our hearts?

Praying and obeying
this week’s passage will
help us reflect the same
unconditional love we
receive from God toward
the person with whom
we’re in conflict, even
when we’re not “feeling
the love” from them.
More importantly, it will
help us see our own ac-
tions more clearly.

Which relationships
in your life would ben-
efit from praying these
verses?

Since we can’t change

the other person (but
don’t we always want
to?), we can benefit from
asking God to show us
where we’re wrong, re-
veal our own faults, and
point out the areas we
need to change.

As challenging as this
may be, we must choose
(I emphasize “choose”)
to do so if we want to
have God-honoring rela-
tionships. As we commit
to seeing each other —
and ourselves — through
Jesus’ eyes, consider
how this would trans-
form our marriages and
families. Think how it
would change our com-
munities, including our
churches.

Imagine a July 4th

in America without any
wars.

I pray that we’'ll refuse
to let conflict disrupt our
personal relationships
or divide us as a nation.
This July 4th, and ev-
ery day thereafter, let’s
see and love others the
same way God sees and
loves them.

To borrow from a
classic song, Let there
be peace in America.
And let it begin with me.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
sales executive for Wave
94 and author of the blog,
www.TodayCanBeDif-
ferent.net. Connect with
her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.
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Walk with a purpose: Every step matters

By CHERYL CRUCE

What if the steps you
take today are part of
something far greater
than you realize?

For three summers
during my youth, I had
the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a walk-a-
thon - a 20-mile walk
to benefit the March of
Dimes. Different spon-
sors pledged to pay five,
10, or 20 cents for every
mile completed. Along
the route, there were
checkpoints where our

ter the event, we would
carry our stamped forms
to each sponsor, collect
the donations, and turn
in the money. Every mile
mattered. Every step was
accounted for. That walk
was more than just exer-
cise; it was a walk with a
purpose, a clear, concise
walk toward a goal.

Our faith journey
should carry that same
intentionality. We don’t
walk aimlessly without
meaning. God calls us to
walk for Him, every step
guided by purpose, even
when we don’t fully see
the destination. Noah
walked in obedience long
before the rain. Abraham
walked away from every-
thing familiar, simply
trusting God’s promise.
Jacob wrestled, limped,
and still moved forward.
Joseph walked through

waiting—but never lost
sight of the One who
walked with him. Their
stories remind us that
our steps, although
weary, are never wasted
(Genesis).

God calls us to walk
with purpose; the enemy
works hard to pull us off
course. Satan doesn’t al-
ways try to stop our walk
outright. Sometimes he
distracts, discourages,
and causes us to ques-
tion whether our steps
matter at all. He whis-
pers lies like “You’re not
making a difference,”
or “You've missed your
chance,” or “Youll nev-
er be enough.” Slowly,
if we’re not careful, our
purposeful steps turn
into aimless wandering.

Just as Satan con-
vinced Eve to question
God’s intentions (Gen-

Jesus in the wilderness,
twisting Scripture to
shake His identity (Mat-

thew 4:1-11), he still
tries to detour our pur-
pose through shame,

fear, and delay. Yet our
purpose is anchored not
in our feelings but in
the One who called us,
for God remains with us
even when we feel forgot-
ten.

So, what does it truly
mean to walk with un-
wavering purpose? Je-
sus provides the perfect
example. From the be-
ginning of His ministry,
He walked fully aware
of where the road would
lead. He set His face to-
ward Jerusalem—not by
accident, but with divine
intention. Jesus knew
Calvary awaited Him.
Yet love, obedience, and
sacrifice marked every

for a purpose—ours.

Even when the weight
of what was coming
pressed upon Him in
Gethsemane (Luke
22:42), He did not turn
back. Even when betray-
al kissed His cheek (Mat-
thew 26:48-50), He kept
walking. Jesus chose
Calvary with a heart full
of mercy and a soul an-
chored in eternal pur-
pose.

Therefore, today,
wherever you find your-
self on your journey,
remember this: every
step you take matters.
Don’t let the enemy steal
your purpose or distract
you from the path God
has set before you. Like
Noah, Abraham, Jacob,
Joseph, and most of all
Jesus, walk with inten-
tion, faith, and courage.
Trust God completely.

vite Him to guide your
steps, and He will lead
you straight down the
right path. Even when
the road is hard and the
destination  uncertain,
God is with you every
step of the way—guid-
ing, strengthening, and
calling you onward. Your
purposeful walk is part
of a greater story, and
it’s never without mean-
ing.

“He has shown you,
O mortal, what is good.
And what does the Lord
require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with
your God.” (Micah 6:8)

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchoppy
United Methodist Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

Heat is not just a number, it’s an attitude

By JAMES SNYDER

Lately, the tempera-
ture in Florida has
topped 100 degrees. I
saw on the news that
the Northeast is also
hitting 100.

The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage
and I have lived in Flor-
ida for over 30 years.
We’ve enjoyed every
single day, and we have
no plans to leave. At
first the heat was more
than we expected, but
within a short time we
got used to it. Now we
enjoy it.

Just the other day,
The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage com-
plained about how hot
it was. “Oh, my,” she
said, “where does all
this heat come from?”

I could have said,
“It’s summer, the sun
is out, and the heat
comes from the sun.”
But I knew that wasn’t
the answer she wanted,
so I held back.

At my stage in life,
when I step out into
the hot sun, I start
sweating. That sweat
drives me crazy. The
sweat runs from the
top of my head all the
way to the bottom of my
feet. Everything about
me is soaked. Believe
me, it’s not my favorite
attitude.

I walked into the
house and The Gra-
cious Mistress of the
Parsonage looked up
and asked, “Did you
take a shower with your
clothes on?” Then she
laughs. I did not re-
spond.

My recliner is next
to our big glass door. I
can see the sun shining
and feel the heat. I sigh
deeply because I'm glad
to be on the cool side.
I enjoy the heat out-
side while I stay cool
indoors.

One thing about
this heat season that I
have learned is, I avoid
driving when it’s this
hot—not because my
A/C doesn’t work, but
because other drivers
have attitudes I can’t
relate to. The other day,
I was driving across
town. I saw cars go
by with drivers shak-
ing their fists out the
window. It’s like they
thought that would fix
anything!
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If I shook my fist, it
would only create more
problems. I don’t think
those drivers realized
that shaking their fists
out the window didn’t
make the heat go away.

I don’t want to drive
among those people.
After all, I love living.

One great perk of
being retired is that I
can choose not to drive
if I don’t want to. I am
increasingly appreciat-
ing that.

My body isn’t as
strong as it used to
be, so I avoid the 100
degree heat whenever
possible. I respect my
body, even if I'm not
sure it respects me.
That’s a different issue.

In the late afternoon,
the sun had been blaz-
ing all day and showed
no signs of letting up.
I was in my recliner
drinking some ice tea
when The Gracious

Mistress of the Par-
sonage sat down in
the rocking chair and
asked, “When will this
heat go away?”

I chuckled to myself,
remembering about a
month ago a cloudy
day with rain. Back
then, she looked out
the window and asked,
“Where in the world is
the sun?”

I wanted to respond,
“My dear, the sun is in
the sky, just above the
clouds.”

You have no idea how
much I wanted to say
that, but being a sea-
soned and successful
husband, I kept it to
myself.

The heat is not about
numbers; it’s about at-
titude. Some people’s
attitudes make me un-
comfortable. Shaking
fists and yelling at the
sky show an attitude
not rooted in sanity.
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One of the best things
about a hot, sunny af-
ternoon is, I can sit
down and enjoy it in a
cool atmosphere. I re-
member those days far,
far away when I lived up
north and had to look
out the window and
see white fluffy stuff fill
up our yard and drive-
way. Maybe if I would've
stood there and shook
my fist at the snow it
would have gone away.
If only I knew that back
then.

Now that I have ex-
perienced both of these
weathers, the hot and
the cold, I have chosen
the hot weather. And I
am unanimous in that
decision.

While contemplating
on this I thought of
some scripture. “My
brethren, count it all joy

when ye fall into divers
temptations; Knowing
this, that the trying of
your faith worketh pa-
tience. But let patience
have her perfect work,
that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanting
nothing” (James 1:2-4).

My attitude should
not be based on what’s
going on around me.
The heat and the cold
comes and goes, but
my relationship with
God is firmly rooted in
God’s Word.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, email
jamessnyder5 1@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.
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DEATH NOTICES

o Ann Mickel Brooks, 86, of Crawfordville, died June

24, 2025.

¢ Clide “Gene” Osborn, 70, of Crawfordville, died June

27,2025.

¢ Sidney Stringer, 68, of Crawfordville, died June 27,

202

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-
926-5919, www.familyfthc.com.

Sherift’s Report

This report is for ac-
tivity June 20th to 27th.
There were 1,572 total
calls for service during
the week.

FRIDAY, JUNE 20

e Deputy Buckhalt
responded to the area
of Powhatan Street and
Mohave Road in refer-
ence to a reckless vehi-
cle complaint. Deputy
Buckhalt observed the
vehicle traveling near
Croatan Street as he
made contact with the
complainant.  Deputy
Buckhalt observed the
vehicle spinning out
and initiated a traf-
fic stop on the vehicle
in the area of Spring
Creek Highway. Con-
tact was made with
the driver, identified
as Daquez Leroi Tay-
lor, who only possesses
an identification card
and was subsequently
placed under arrest for
operating a motor ve-
hicle without a license
and reckless driving.
Taylor was transported
to the Wakulla County
Detention Facility with-
out incident and Qual-
ity Wrecker responded
to retrieve the vehicle
from the scene.

SATURDAY, JUNE 21

* Deputies were first
called to 1616 Coastal
Highway shortly after
1 a.m. on June 21 for
a disturbance involving
Anthony Dinardi and
Matthew Metcalf. Wit-
nesses reported that
Anthony Dinardi left
briefly, returned with a
baseball bat, and dam-
aged Metcalf’s vehicle.
Around 4 a.m., while
Metcalf was leaning
into his truck, he was
stabbed in the lower
back. Metcalf and mul-

tiple witnesses — who
have known Dinardi for
several years — positive-
ly identified Dinardi as
the attacker. Metcalf
sustained a serious
laceration near his left
kidney and was trans-
ported to the hospital
for treatment. Case for-
warded to the Criminal
Investigation Division.
[On June 24th, Detec-
tives from the Criminal
Investigations Division
and the Crime Sup-
pression Unit, located
Dinardi in Panacea and
took him into custody
without incident follow-
ing a coordinated sur-
veillance operation. Di-
nardi was arrested and
charged with one count
of Aggravated Battery
with a Deadly Weap-
on (Florida Statute §
784.045(1)(a)2), a sec-
ond-degree felony and
subsequently trans-
ported to the Wakulla
County Detention Facil-
ity].

* Deputy Grove made
contact with Florida
Highway Patrol at the
Sheriff’s Office who
turned over a firearm
for safekeeping. The
FHP Trooper advised he
worked a traffic crash
earlier in the night
which resulted in the
driver being transport-
ed to the hospital and
the firearm being locat-
ed in the vehicle prior to
it being towed. The fire-
arm was submitted to
property and evidence
for safekeeping.

* Deputy Williams
responded to 3010
Crawfordville Highway
(The Black Cat Meta-
physical) in reference
to a criminal mischief
complaint. Contact was
made with the com-
plainant who advised
she was celebrating her
two-year  anniversary

at her business above.
While inside her busi-
ness, she stated she
observed an individual
park their vehicle close
to her vehicle. Com-
plainant stated the ve-
hicle left a scratch on
the front driver side
fender to her vehicle.
Complainant was sent
an Evidence.com link
to upload video in ref-
erence to the incident.
Case forwarded to the
Criminal Investigations
Division.

SUNDAY, JUNE 22

e Lieutenant Pien-
ta and Deputy Park-
er responded to a ve-
hicle fully engulfed in
flames at the Wakulla
State Park entrance.
Upon arrival, Wakulla
County Fire Rescue ex-
tinguished the fire and
deemed the vehicle a to-
tal loss. The owner stat-
ed he had traveled up to
the corner store at U.S.
Highway 319 and Blox-
ham Cutoff and upon
returning to the park
the car began to smoke.
The fire was possibly
caused by faulty electri-
cal wiring.

* Deputy Buckhalt re-
sponded to Yuma Street
in reference to a vehicle
theft. Contact was made
with the complainant
who reported returning
home from a weekend
trip today and discov-
ered her 2018 Ford Es-
cape missing from her
driveway. Complainant
last saw the vehicle on
June 20. The vehicle
was entered into FCIC/
NCIC as stolen. Case
forwarded to the Crim-
inal Investigations Divi-
sion.

MONDAY, JUNE 23

* Deputy Sullivan re-
sponded to Publix locat-
ed at 2343 Crawfordville
Highway in reference to

a Retail Theft. Manage-
ment reported a theft
of food items. A subject
passed all points of sale
with unpaid merchan-
dise valued at $18.27.
Case forwarded to the
Criminal Investigations
Division.

TUESDAY, JUNE 24

e Deputy Saba re-
sponded to Sea Breeze
Drive in reference to
a possible squatter.
Upon arrival it was de-
termined the home was
being occupied by the
previous owner’s house
cleaner. The com-
plainant provided doc-
umentation stating she
was the executor of the
estate and had filed the
appropriate paperwork
at the courthouse to
have individual ejected.
Complainant  allowed
the individual to remain
on the premises in or-
der for her to remove
her belongings.

¢ Deputy Rivers re-
sponded to the Murphy
gas station due to an
infant being acciden-
tally locked inside a ve-
hicle. Wakulla County
Fire Rescue made entry
to the vehicle and it was
determined the infant
was OK.

WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 25

¢ Deputy Rivers re-
sponded to Parkside
Circle in reference to a
scam call. Complainant
advised someone im-
personating a deputy
from the Sheriff’'s Of-
fice called her request-
ing money for an ac-
tive warrant she had.
She did not provide
any money to the caller
and immediately called
the WCSO. The deputy
who she impersonated
is requesting to press
charges. Case forward-
ed to the Criminal In-

vestigations Division.

* Deputies respond-
ed to the area of Tick-
ie Ridge Circle and
Shadeville Road in ref-
erence to an armed
person. Upon arrival,
Deputy Rivers met with
the complainant who
advised an unknown
male brandished a fire-
arm while they were
on Tickie Ridge. Depu-
ties located an individ-
ual (later identified as
Shaun Ryan Treltas)
matching the clothing
description on Tickie
Ridge who refused to
speak with deputies.
The Criminal Investi-
gations Division was
contacted and drafted a
search warrant for the
residence which was
approved by the State
Attorney’s Office and
County Judge. Crime
Scene responded to the
scene for processing ev-
idence. The gun used in
the crime was located
in Treltas’ room and he
was placed under arrest
and transported to the
Wakulla County Deten-
tion Facility.

THURSDAY, JUNE 26

* Deputy Kittrell re-
sponded to the Sheriff’s
Office lobby in reference
to a fraud complaint.
Contact was made with
the complainant who
reported she discov-
ered some fraudulent
charges to her Capi-
tal City Bank Account.
Complainant stated she
was contacted via tele-
phone on June 24 at
approximately 10 p.m.
by an individual claim-
ing to be a fraud inves-
tigator with Capital City
Bank. The impersonator
claimed her account
had suspicious trans-
actions and requested
the last eight digits of
her debit card. Shortly
after, complainant be-
gan receiving text mes-

sages from her bank to
authenticate transac-
tions, and she believed
she was confirming
the transactions were
fraudulent, but acci-
dently approved the
transactions. The exact
amount of lost funds is
unknown at this time,
but complainant be-
lieves the total is in the
$10,000 range. Case
forwarded to the Crim-
inal Investigations Divi-
sion.

FRIDAY, JUNE 27

e Deputy Saba re-
sponded to Walmart
in reference to a theft
in progress. The sus-
pect, Micheal Wayne
Tanner, was located
just outside of Walmart
and ultimately placed
under arrest. Tanner
had prior theft convic-
tions; therefore, he was
charged with Petit Theft
2nd degree — felony and
was transported to the
Wakulla County Deten-
tion Facility.

e Deputy Saba re-
sponded to the Sheriff’s
Office lobby and made
contact with a citizen
who reported someone
used his debit card in-
formation to purchase
a vehicle in North Car-
olina. The citizen sus-
tained a total loss of
$2,025. Case forwarded
to the Criminal Investi-
gations Division.

e Lieutenant Paul re-
sponded to McDonalds
and made contact with
a complainant who re-
ported someone had
hacked her Cash App.
account, changing the
login information. Com-
plainant stated Cash
App. Corp. requested a
report to unlock the ac-
count.

Report suspicious or
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911
for emergencies.

Alligators, ICE

From Front Page

plan to quickly open a
detention facility for un-
documented immigrants
at an airstrip in the Ev-
erglades, DeSantis on
Wednesday said the state
is collaborating with U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement to launch a
similar facility at North
Florida’s Camp Blanding.

DeSantis said state
Division of Emergency
Management Director
Kevin Guthrie is working
on the plan for Camp
Blanding, a 73,000-acre
site used by the Florida
National Guard for train-
ing, as an addition to an
Everglades facility that
Attorney General James
Uthmeier dubbed “Alliga-
tor Alcatraz.”

“We have some capac-
ity there, so Kevin Guth-
rie (and the) Division of
Emergency Management
are working on that,” De-
Santis said during an
appearance in Tampa.
“So we’ll have a formal
announcement on both of
those very, very quickly.”

Meanwhile, Friends
of the Everglades and
the Center for Biological
Diversity filed a lawsuit
Friday in the U.S. District
Court challenging the
South Florida site.

The lawsuit accused
DeSantis of having
“plowed ahead” with plans
to detain up to 5,000
people roughly two hours
west of Miami without a
federally required envi-
ronmental review.

“This scheme is not
only cruel, it threatens
the Everglades ecosystem
that state and federal tax-
payers have spent billions
to protect,” Friends of the
Everglades Executive Di-
rector Eve Samples said
in a release.

DeSantis on Thursday
emphatically reiterated
that there will be “zero”
environmental impact on
the land that is already
used as an airport and
training facility. He also
shrugged off criticism
from people he said “don’t
want Florida assisting
with the deportations.”

Speaking to report-

ers on Friday, state Sen.
Carlos Smith, D-Orlando,
called the detention plans
“dangerous,” “inhumane,”
and “a political stunt”
intended to “grab head-
lines.”

The Republican Party
of Florida quickly em-
braced the “Alligator
Alcatraz” alliteration to
promote T-shirts, caps,
coffee mugs and beverage
coolers.

A RUSH TO NEW AC-
CREDITING

Florida is working with
university leaders from
Georgia, South Carolina,
North Carolina, Tennes-
see and Texas to form
a new higher-education
accrediting body, DeSan-
tis and officials from the
other Southern states
announced Thursday.

The new Commission
for Public Higher Edu-
cation, which will need
federal approval, would
be an alternative to the
Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges,
a longtime accrediting
agency often known as
SACS that has clashed
with Florida education

leaders in recent years.

“We want to focus on
real, serious academic
rigor. We want to focus on
things that really matter,
things that are enduring.
We don’t want to waste
someone’s education,”
DeSantis said during an
appearance at Florida At-
lantic University in Boca
Raton.

Accreditation plays a
critical role in making
schools eligible for stu-
dents to receive federal
financial aid.

But Florida in recent
years took steps to move
away from SACS, and bat-
tled in federal court with
the Biden administration
about accreditation.

DeSantis, who has
tried to reshape Florida’s
higher-education system
to become more conser-
vative, emphasized a need
Thursday to get the new
commission approved
while President Donald
Trump is in office.

“The reality is if it
doesn’t get approved and
stick during that time, we
can have a president come
in next and potentially
revoke it, and they could
probably do that very
quickly,” DeSantis said.

DOZIER MONEY

Hundreds of men who
were abused as children
at two notorious state
reform schools — Ar-
thur G. Dozier School for
Boys in Marianna and
Okeechobee School in
South Florida — are in
line to receive more than
$21,000 as part of a $20
million reparations pro-
gram approved last year
by Florida lawmakers.

Jeremy Redfern, a
spokesman for Attorney
General James Uthmei-
er, said Thursday that
the state Department of
Financial Services is pro-
cessing an initial round of
checks in the amount of
$21,253.98 to 926 appli-
cants who were approved
for payments.

A group of Dozier survi-
vors known as the “White
House Boys” — a moniker
derived from the white
concrete building where
boys were beaten and
raped by school work-
ers — for over a decade
traveled to Tallahassee to
share their traumas with
state lawmakers.

“Let’s remember that al-
though there isn’t enough

money in the world to
compensate us for the
abuse, this is at least an
acknowledgement of the
abuse by the state, which
we doubted could ever
happen,” Charles Fudge,
one of the group’s leaders,
posted on Facebook.

STORY OF THE
WEEK: Florida plans to
expand immigration de-
tention beyond a remote
air strip in the Everglades
that is now the subject of
a federal lawsuit.

QUOTE OF THE
WEEK: “These men are
dying every day, and we
need to get something in
their hands, the state of
Florida, to say I'm sor-
ry for what you’ve suf-
fered and what you went
through at the hands of
state employees.” — State
Sen. Darryl Rouson, a
St. Petersburg Democrat
who was instrumental
in the passage of a 2024
measure that created a
$20 million compensa-
tion program for survi-
vors of abuse at the Ar-
thur G. Dozier School for
Boys in Marianna and
the Okeechobee School in
South Florida.
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HOME OF THE $°3 CLASSIFIED AD

UP TO 20 WORDS
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DISPLAY ADS PER

Q ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD Q INCH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

SERVICES

YARD SALE TREE TRIMMING

f MOVING SALE TREE TRIMMING
L1st1r11g Properties for Sat,, June 28, 8a.m. to 1p.m. and REMOVAL
1 82 River Court. Furniture, rugs, 24 HOUR
Sa cor l\l/fnage l framed art, lamps, kitchen items, EMERGENCY SERVICES
pottery, TV'’s, stereo & Speak- + Storm Damage
ar Son Par Rea ty ers, lots of misc. items. * Tree Preservation
(> Commercial & Residential All must go! Michael Mongeon
R 4 Carol Ann ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
Specializing in “ e ISA Tree Risk Assessment
Wakulla Co., Leon Co. ' Bml}g’i{ﬁfgs SERVICES Qualified 850-421-8104
and Franklin Co. s
CRUM’S HOME DETAIL POOL SERVICE
Chris Crum
HAVT/,E\S(MIQ%%EE\EISCSE%RE Oasis Pool Services‘, LLC
Installation Crawfordville & surrounding areas Qﬂg?fdzgg glr?c?: g
Hardwood = Glue Downs 850-694-4832 FREE ESTIM ATEgS
Engineered = Nail Downs 772-486-8110
Floating Laminate &Vlnyl et
: : LEATHER REPAIR / LOCG”y Owned & Operated
l nBIG's ‘ REFURBISH
850-766-4562 REAL ESTATE FOR LEASE
www.allcornleather.com

4,500 Sq. Ft. COMMERCIAL
BUILDING for Lease. Brand
New Construction, %2 mile from
High School on 5 Acres. Call
David McQuary, Broker / Owner
850-510-1035.

3,600 Sq. Ft. New Commercial
Building SEEKING -

John Allcorn Leather

HARDWOOD
FLOORING

Massages, Facials,

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

Call today for your free estimate

(850) 745-8723
Labigshardwoodflooring@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/LHFQuality

PAT GREEN’S
LAWN SERVICE

OPERATOR / MANAGER or
Body Treatments | | ™/ 05 T ALLT | Suin Guort s o
info@Sunraysspa.com | | 204 Years Experience DAYCARE CENTER

Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

\\
. Crawfordville FL 32327

Relax Revive Rejuvenate

On 5 beautiful fenced acres with
playground %2 mile from high
school. Call Davis McQuary

Broker / Owner 850-510-1035.

OFFICE FOR LEASE

“THE LOG CABIN
TWO OFFICE SUITES
AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
WAITING AREA,
TWO BATHROOMS,
FULL KITCHEN
$340-410/MONTH. MOST
UTILITIES INCLUDED”

850528-2371 or
850926-7461

TREE TRIMMING,
TRACTOR WORK AND
LAWN MAINTENENCE
e LAND CLEARING
* LANDSCAPING
® |RRIGATION
e SOD ® MULCHING
* BUSH HOGGING
o DRIVEWAYS
® CULVERTS INSTALLATION
® ROAD MILLINGS

Follow us on i MMag237

Land
Clearing

Driveways

Ponds FREE QuorTESs! (850) 926-2955
Site Work Call us for all your
. outdoor projects! HELP WANTED
Demolition Locally Owned and Operated . .
850-933-8505 Haulin Licensed and Insured Lgcally owned business is look-
FREE ESTIMATES g ing to add INSTALLERS. We
offer top pay, flexible schedules
A Free and a great work environment.
Gene Press Please stop by our showroom at
FARM Your 2510 Crawfordville Hwy. 8:30 to
BUREAU Lambert Key To 4:00 Monday thru Friday.
~ INSURANCE Agency Freedom | Give us a call 850-745-6053.
Manager CABS & COUNTERS
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE FICTICIOUS NAME
of Wakulla County FICTITIOUS NAME

Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Val & Kal,
LLC, desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

VAL & KAL KONNECT
Located at 2343 Crawfordville HWY., STE 107, PMB #121, Crawfordville 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

YEARS

EXPERIENCE

Licensed

sTammea 30+
ORGOTTEN COAST

TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
7ma¢'4

Published on July 3, 2025

Vecteezy.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
TRACIE ANN DIEHL,
DECEASED

DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2025-CP-86

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the Estate of Tracie Ann Diehl, deceased, File 2025-
CP-86 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville,
FL 32327. The name and address of the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney is set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF ACOPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is July 3, 2025.

Attorney for Personal Representative:  Personal Representative:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esq. Jonathan Jacob Diehl
Florida Bar No. 521450 30 Shawnee Trl.

Frances Casey Lowe, PA. Crawfordville, FL 32327
68-A Feli Way

Crawfordville, Florida 32327

(850) 926-8245 July 3,10, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: ESTATE OF
WALTER STEVEN BROWN,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

File No. 65-2025-CP-000055

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of Walter Steven Brown, deceased, whose
date of death was December 13, 2024, is pending in the Circuit Court for
Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056
Crawfordville Hwy. Crawfordville, FL 32327. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the personal representative’s attorney are
set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
The personal representative has no duty to discover whether any property
held at the time of the decedent’s death by the decedent or the decedent’s
surviving spouse is property to which the Florida Uniform Disposition
of Community Property Rights at Death Act as described in ss. 732.216-
732.228, Florida Statutes, applies, or may apply, unless a written demand
is made by a creditor as specified under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes. The
written demand must be filed with the clerk.
All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of this Notice is July 3, 2025.

Attorney for Personal Representative: ~ Personal Representative:
Is/ Norm D. Fugate Is/ Kathie Ann Brown
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 044458
Post Office Box 98
Williston, FL 32696
Telephone: (352) 528-0019
Fax: (352) 528-4919
E-Mail: norm@normdfugatepa.com

Secondary E-Mail: Liliya@normdfugatepa.com July 3,10, 2025

850.273.9101

text or call Susan
Skid Steer Mowing Land Clearing
Concrete Removal Grading Schatzman kw
Demolition Driveways Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292

SchatzmanSusan @gmail.com

kW TOWN & COUNTRY
REALTY
I1IAMS

KELLERWILL

RPEPAINTING .
. PRESSLUPE WASHINé"- :
- LIFT AVAILABLE IN 'HOU.
. WOOD POT REPAIRS
- DECK RESTORATION.
. CABINET PAINTING

‘tﬂl’q_mrfﬂ“'m”"“ 1

ANEWLOOKPAINT ING.NET

§ 8509262400

Mobile
Car Detailing

Serving
Wakulla and
Leon county

Connor Coombs - Owner

VELOCITY 850-509-5396
Connoraidencoombs@gmail.com

CHR CHRE @/VelocityCarCare1  (G)/velocitycarcare1

Q

SINCE 1993 :
ocally Owned ; ;
& Operated o
la
Serving ‘Wakul '
me"roundmg Countie:

Since 1993 4} 3
Jim Porter & Todd Porte:

LICENSED & INSURED * WANT TO BE YOUR PAINTER|

“™y~  Itisn’t about how
your life looks to others...
: Jts about how itfeels to you!

' ssoﬁg’s-azxw

: GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmall con

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF

FRANK MAXWELL LAWHON, JR.,

DECEASED.

CASE NO. 2024-CP-98
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of FRANK MAXWELL LAWHON, JR.,
deceased, whose date of death was March 12, 2025, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, whose address
is Wakulla County Courthouse, 33056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville,
FL 32327. The names and addresses of the personal representative and the
personal representative’s Attorney are set forth at the end of th is Notice.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against the decedent’s estate on whom a copy of th is notice is required to
be served must file their claims with this Court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 OATS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate must file their claims with this Court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
F.S. 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice is July 3, 2025.

WILLIAM H. WEBSTER LORI'W. LAWHON
Attorney at Law (FBN-0195393)  P.O. Box 224

P.O. Box 4 Sopchoppy, FL 32358

Hosford, FL 32334 PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
850 443-5901

billwebsterlaw@yahoo.com

ATTORNEY FOR

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE July 3, 10, 2025

Please
Recycle
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NOTICE OF ACTION

0703-0724 TWS NOA

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN
AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 65-2025-CA-000063-CAAM
KATHIEANN BROWN,
PLAINTIFF,
AND
RONALD ROBERTS, J.B. FRENCH, ET AL.,
DEFENDANTS.
NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: JB FRENCH (DECEASED), and his unknown spouses, heirs, de-
visees, grantees, creditors, and all other parties claiming by, through,
under, or against him; and RONALD ROBERTS (DECEASED) and his
unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, and all other
parties claiming by, through, under, or against him.

LAST KNOWN ADDRESSES: JB FRENCH: 2756 Cora Dr., Colum-
bus, GA 31906 RONALD ROBERTS: C/O Polly Roberts, PO Box 46,
Hamilton, GA 31811

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to quiet title and establish pre-
scriptive easements has been filed against you and others in the
above-styled Court. You are required to serve a copy of your written
defenses, if any, to the action on Sean W. Gellis, Plaintiff’s attorney,
whose address is 2931 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Florida
32327, sean@gellislaw.com, and file the original with the Clerk of the
above-styled Court within thirty (30) days of the first publication of this
notice; otherwise, a default may be entered against you for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.

THE ACTION involves the following described real property in Wakul-
la County, Florida:

Parcel 03-6S-02W-035-03744-000: All of Lot No Twenty-one (21) in
Block “E” in Surf, a subdivision lying in Fractional West Half of the
Southeast Quarter, and Fractional East Half of the Southwest Quarter
of Section Three, Township Six South, Range Two West, in Wakulla
County, Florida.

Parcel 03-6S-02W-035-03745-000: All of Lot Number Twenty-two (22)
in Block “E” of Surf, a subdivision in the East Half of the Southwest
Quarter and West Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section Three (3),
Township Six (6), South, Range Two (2) West, Wakulla County, Florida.
The nature of this proceeding is an action to quiet title and establish
prescriptive easements for ingress and egress across the above-de-
scribed properties.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court this
{{County Court Seal}} J

i‘cglg Greg James
s As Clerk of the Circuit Court
o '1: RS By: /s/ Michelle Christensen
ur e As Deputy Clerk

Published July 3, 10, 17, 24, 2025

June 25, 2025.

0626 - 0717 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR WAKULLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 24000148CAAXMX

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC F/K/A
QUICKEN LOANS INC.,

PLAINTIFF,
V.

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF RONALD KWIATKOWSKI,
DECEASED; MARY BETH MCCOQY, AS POTENTIAL HEIR OF RON-
ALD KWIATKOWSKI, DECEASED; ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIM-
ING INTERESTS BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST A NAMED
DEFENDANT TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING OR CLAIMING TO HAVE
ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY HEREIN DE-
SCRIBED,

DEFENDANT.
NOTICE OF ACTION
To the following Defendant(s):

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF RONALD KWIATKOWSKI,
DECEASED (RESIDENCE UNKNOWN) MARY BETH MCCOY, AS PO-
TENTIAL HEIR OF RONALD KWIATKOWSKI, DECEASED

372 SPRINGDALE DRIVE ALTAMONTE SPRINGS FL 32714

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Foreclosure of Mortgage on
the following described property:

LOT 8, BLOCK 17, WAKULLA GARDENS, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE(S) 39 OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

a/k/a 137 Choctaw Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any, upon Kelley Kronenberg, Attorney for
Plaintiff, whose address is 10360 West State Road 84, Fort Lauder-
dale, FL 33324 on or before, July 19, 2025, a date which is within thir-
ty (30) days after the first publication of this Notice in The Wakulla Sun
and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service on
Plaintiffs attorney or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be
entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

This notice is provided pursuant to Administrative Order No. 2.065.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, If you are a
person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to
provisions of certain assistance. Please contact the Court Adminis-
trator at 3056 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327, Phone No.
within 2 working days of your receipt of this notice or pleading; if you
are hearing impaired, call1-800-955-8771 (TDD); if you are voice im-
paired, call1-800-995-8770 (V)

(Via Florida Relay Services).
Dated in Wakulla County, Florida this 26th day of June, 2025.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court this June 19, 2025.

{{County Court Seal}} *i \égl(v

CLERK

OF THE A~
< 0%

Greg James

As Clerk of the Circuit Court
By: /s/ Rachel L Howard
As Deputy Clerk

.
"

%o,

QeSS

Published June 26, July 3, 10, 17, 2025
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FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Home Improvement/Service
Don't Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by
our service and if we can't fix it,
we'll replace it! Pick the plan that
fits your budget! Call: 1-833-650-
5419

Home Improvement/Service
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our trusted
professionals do complete repairs
to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-
714-3745. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you call!

CROSSWORD

CLUES ACROSS
1. Notes
6. Long-haired dog breed
12. ESPN’s nickname
16. Spanish be
17. Disadvantage
18. Of I
19. Actor Pacino
20. On your way: __ route
21. Fifth note of a major
scale
22. Companies need it
23. News agency
24. Faces of an organiza-
tion
26. Ponds
28. Samoa’s capital
30. Partner to “Pa”
31. Adult male
32. Cool!
34. Used of a number or
amount not specified
35. No No No
37. Hosts film festival
39. British place to house
convicts
40. Made of fermented
honey and water
41. Chief
43. College army
44. Thyroid-stimulating
hormone
45. Consume
47. One point north of
due east
48. For instance
50. Brews
52. Alaskan river
54. Not soft
56. Atomic #22
57. “The Golden State”
59. “The world’s most
famous arena”
60. Larry and Curly’s pal
61. One billion gigabytes
62. Conducts inspections
63. Malaria mosquitoes
66. Unit to measure width
67. Features
70. Affairs
71. Letter of Semitic ab-
jads

CLUES DOWN
1. Follower of Islam
2. Trauma center
3. French young women

Home Improvement/Service
PROTECT YOUR HOME from
pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent,
Termite, Spiders and other pests.
Locally owned and affordable.
Call for a quote or inspection to-
day 1-833-542-1732 Have zip
code of property ready when call-
ing!

Miscellaneous

Donate your vehicle to help find
missing kids and keep kids safe.
Fast free pickup, running or not,
24 hr. response. No emission test
required, maximum tax deduc-
tion. Support Find the Children
Call - Call 1-833-546-7050

5. Home Improvement/Service
AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert provider
that proudly stands behind their

work. Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call 1-833-889-
1805 Have zip code of property
ready when calling!

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information
kit. Call 1-833-661-3729

Home Improvement/Service
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as litle as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts available.

Call: 1-833-754-2465

Home Improvement/Service
NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise re-

duction? New, energy efficient
windows may be the answer! Call
for a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-889-0953

Wanted to Buy

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-0211

Wanted to Buy

We Buy Vintage Guitar's! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins /
Banjos. These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-6789

WORDS
E BMOBTMWDNTLG OVIBUPTIMIEKTE RNTI esTRO
N E UI Y LFRTETTUBA AYSMSIKSF@ O BACKSTROKE
G CDBAGCKSTROTEKTETMEKTMWGDAN Ot
P NP ETIOPTETCAPIEKTIKUDT OTIYTYS CAP
UAIATCFALGTAVDMGOMTLMNEF CSEUCREE
F TLIVYJ KT CLUPOOTLTUDT RVYVMDTESSEB
VSFRUTIFTIWES SR RUOCTIUTDT D.IL DS NSt
AI NTMIKGHBUVASTTHRTZ CNUYUVD DRILL
ADIFDR RTITLTLAR RDUST RUGTLTDAFTF FLIP
K WNTFIRU BNWMIEKTITG CEA AL A ATPTLWTLG FRFELEC;‘T\T(LE
F CMYWETRTT EVETPTTETFUPCDTW GOGGLES
M F IYNTTETZ KT OTRTS STSATET RTUBTEL KICK
W UPIKS ST GS WBWTFI KT SNGTFATD LANE
S TKUYEWVTI KTETESGT CSTEA ATDME pL:\gE
U KWW CETULWR RYTNWNGUTENTLE PADDLE
O RABAFAGIE KT CLMATFTIMSUDTDWU POOL
Y NI SPEWVGGPTFETTLTIVDNNYV SWIMMING
I TAOLTFJ STITFUOTFT CETSA ATITR RIUSGEG TTlEth“g
B M FVPLYWSUGUTITFTZPYUDTOTD TURN
YDFPYSMMMSUBT CUSGTYA ATFT WADE
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

5. USS. commercial flyer
(abbr.)
6. Merchant
7. Peyton’s younger
brother
8. Jungle planet in “Star
Wars” galaxy
9. Tree-dwelling animal
of C. and S. America
10. “Pollack” actor Harris
11. Stuck around
12. Put on
13. Influential Norwegian
playwright
14. Christian __, designer
15. Fulfills a debt
25. Style
26. More (Spanish)
27. A baglike structure in
a plant or animal
29. Remedy
31. Disturbance
33. “The Martian” actor
Matt
36. Express delight
38. Brooklyn hoopster
39. 1900 lamp
41. Motionless
42. One’s mother (Brit.)
43. Relative biological
effectiveness (abbr.)
46. Compels to act
47. Gardening tool
49. Ancient country
51. Frightening
53. Wimbledon champion

4. Norse god Arthur
54. Popular plant
1 2 3 4 5

55. Database management 64. Tenth month (abbr.)
system

58. Gasteyer and de Ar-
mas are two

60. Where soldiers eat

65. [lluminated
68. Atomic #18
69. Adults need one to

travel

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off,
s0 sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row; column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column
and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in

the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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1. ATTEMPTING A
RECORD

Faith Kipyegon is
a super-fast runner
from Kenya. She has
already won many
gold medals and bro-
ken world records,
but now she is try-
ing to do something
no woman has ever
done — run a mile in
less than 4 minutes!
That’s very hard and
would mean running
faster than any-
one thought possi-
ble. Faith has spe-
cial shoes, helpers
called pacers who
run in front of her,
and trains every
day in Kenya. Sci-
entists and coaches
are helping her by
testing how her body
works Dbest. They
say she’s strong and
tough, and if every-
thing goes just right,
she might make his-
tory. Pretend you
are a sports reporter
covering Faith Ki-
pyegon’s big race.
Write a short news
story explaining who
she is, what she’s
trying to do, and
why it’s exciting. Be
sure to include how
she trains and what
makes her a strong
athlete.

2. WARMING
PLANET

The Earth is get-
ting Thotter faster
than before, and this
is mostly because
of things people do,
like driving cars and
using factories that
release gases into
the air. These gases
trap heat from the
sun, like a blanket
around our plan-
et. Scientists have
known for a long
time that this would
happen, but now
it’s affecting people
more every day. The
heat causes stronger
storms, more wild-
fires, and big floods.
The ice at the North
and South Poles is
melting faster, which
is making the ocean
rise. Even though
scientists are still
learning more, they
all agree that we
need to take care of
the Earth and stop
polluting to help
keep it safe. Imagine
you are a weather re-
porter in the future.
Write a short weath-
er report explain-
ing how the Earth
is changing because
of global warming.
Include at least one
extreme weather
event, like a heat-
wave or a flood, and
explain what people
are doing to help the

planet. Then, read
your weather report
out loud to a partner
or your class.

3. SECRET
MESSAGES

Scientists have
found a new and fun
way to write secret
messages—using
bubbles inside ice!
When water freezes,
tiny air bubbles get
trapped. By chang-
ing how fast the wa-
ter freezes and how
the ice is tilted, sci-
entists can make the
bubbles into shapes
like dots and dash-
es, just like Morse
code. They used this
bubble code to spell
letters and num-
bers. This discovery
could help in the fu-
ture with things like
studying glaciers,
building things on

the Moon, or even
making better ice for
planes and power
lines. Ice is more in-
teresting than most
people think, and
now it might even be
used to send secret
messages! Pretend
you’re a scientist us-
ing ice to send a se-
cret message. On a
piece of paper, draw
what your ice mes-
sage might look like
using dots, dashes,
or shapes for each
letter. Then write a
short note to a friend
using your secret ice
code and see if they
can figure it out!

4. GREEN TEAM

The Vermont
Green Football Club
is a soccer team that
also cares a lot about
the planet. They play
their games in Bur-

www.thewakullasun.com

School distribution
sponsored by

lington, Vermont,
and they do things to
help the Earth, like
wearing uniforms
made from recycled
materials and giving
prizes to fans who
ride their bikes to
the game. They even
have vegan food and
free ice cream at the
stadium! The team
teaches fans how to
recycle and compost
their trash, and they
share  information
about how climate
change 1is hurting
nature. Many people
come to the games
to cheer for the team
and also to help the
environment. The
players and fans be-
lieve that taking care
of the Earth is just as
important as scoring
goals. Draw a pic-
ture of your favorite
sport or game, and
show one way peo-
ple playing or watch-
ing it could help the
Earth — like recy-

VAT

WAKULLA

cling, planting trees,
or riding bikes. Then
write two sentenc-
es explaining what
your picture shows
and how it helps the
planet.

5. VAULTING
COMPETITION

Vaulting is a
special sport that
combines gymnas-
tics, dancing, and
horseback riding.
In vaulting, athletes
do tricks like hand-
stands, spins, and
jumps on the back of
a moving horse. The
horse walks in a big
circle while being led
by a helper called a
lunger. Some vault-
ers perform alone,
while others work
in pairs or even in
teams of six! Judges
give scores based on
how hard the moves
are, how artistic the
routine is, and how
well the vaulter and

SCHOOL DISTRICT emm

horse work togeth-
er. This weekend,
top vaulters from
around the world
are competing in a
big event in Aachen,
Germany. The ath-
letes practice a lot
to move smooth-
ly with their horses
and choose fun mu-
sic to match their
routines. Vaulting is
always a team effort
between the vaulter,
the horse, and the
lunger! After read-
ing about vaulting,
pretend you are a
reporter at the big
competition in Ger-
many. Write a short
news article about
what you see, in-
cluding a descrip-
tion of the horse, the
vaulter’s moves, the
music they use, and
how the audience
reacts. Be creative
and try to make your
reader feel like they
are at the event with
youl!

American

What are the names
of the two holidays
that celebrate
Canadian and

sovereignty?
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Math Blocks

Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-20.
The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right.

The numbers in each column add up to the totals on the bottom.

9 (14 =
1 7 |
5 3 10
26 23 23
¢ | €| S
L | 1L| 1
vL| 6 | 0T
uoinjos

Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to determine the phrase.
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THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

1608: Quebec City is
founded by Samuel
de Champlain.

1819: The first
savings bank in the
United States opens.
It is the Bank for
Savings in the City
of New-York.

1973: David Bowie
retires his stage
persona “Ziggy
Stardust.”

CITIZEN

a legally
recognized
subject of a state
or commonwealth

€€ sa
that in... 39

9

e n., Fireworks are mainly made of
Engh?h' Pa mo.'e black powder and metal salts
sp‘““Sh: Desfile that create different colors
Italian: Corteo when burned. Flash x
French:Parade powder also is useq N%

. to give bright _—
German: Parade flashes and loud N
booms. *

Ol
?

Get the KOg

*

PICTURE?

"
) 3

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?
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