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Staff Report

As part of the negotations for an extended con-
tract with Waste Pro for garbage service to county 
residents, the curbside recycling program will end 
this week.
Waste Pro reported that fewer than 20% of county 

residents took advantage of the service.
The county put out a press release last week 

about the service ending as of Monday, Sept. 29, 
noting that Waste Pro will no longer provide curbside 
recycling pickup in Wakulla County.
But it noted you can keep your bin: Residents 

may keep their recycling bins for personal use.
Free Drop-Off Option: Citizens who wish to con-

tinue recycling can bring recyclable materials to the 
Wakulla County Landfill (Transfer Station) at 159 
Landfill Road in Crawfordville. There is no cost for 
recyclable drop-off.
For assistance, please call Waste Pro at (850) 926-

7010. For additional information, visit the County’s 
Solid Waste page at mywakulla.com or contact 
Wakulla County Public Works at (850) 926-7616.

By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

The Wakulla Environmental Institute hosted 
a seminar to explore the science, mystery, and 
discoveries of the cave system that feeds Wakulla 
Springs. Led by Dr. Chrisopher Werner, who is an 
experienced explorer, researcher, and filmmaker 
who chronicles scientific research in insightful 
documentaries. 
A second presentation was offered by Chad 

Hanson, the Chair of the Wakulla Springs Alliance. 
The impacts of septic tanks and drainfields on the 
springs and our local environment was shared, as 
well as information on Wakulla County’s compre-
hensive planning and priority focus areas.
The event was held Sept. 13 at WEI.
Werner’s presentation gave the audience the 

opportunity to dive beneath the surface of Wakulla 
Springs and uncover the hidden world of the Wood-
ville Karst Plain. The engaging seminar blended 
science, exploration, and curiosity to reveal how 
researchers are unlocking the secrets of one of the 
largest and most fascinating underwater cave sys-
tems on Earth.
“I am so excited about this event,” said Hope 

Childree, associate director for WEI. “The unique-
ness of Wakulla County’s geographic features this 
exact property sits on is beautiful. It is wonderful 
for us to get to meet the expert who is mapping the 

By SYNIAH JENNINGS

The family of Wakulla 
County resident Jared 
Causseaux is hosting a 
memorial race in remem-
brance of his life and 
legacy. The 2nd Annual 
Live Like Jared Memorial 
5K & Fun Run will be 
held at 8 a.m. on Satur-
day, Oct. 4, at a relative’s 
farm, 161 Centerline 
Rd., in Crawfordville.
Causseaux was the 

State Geographic Infor-
mation System Coor-
dinator at the Florida 
Department of Trans-
portation and his work 
played a significant role 
in a Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement in-
vestigation, according to 
an FDLE press release. 

Operation Thin Ice used 
Causseaux’s mapping 
technology to track and 
arrest 18 sexual offend-
ers in Wakulla Coun-

ty who failed to report 
required information, 
helping law enforcement 
to protect and inform the 
local community.

Causseaux died on 
Feb. 7, 2024. He was 49. 
After he died, event or-

ganizer April Blackburn, 

War Eagles win at Suwannee/See Page 14

Jared Causseaux, above. 
Brayden Bennett, le� , and 

her daughter Jessie Rae 
Bennett, Jared Causseaux’s 

daughter and “bestie” grand-
daughter, race during the 

inaugural Live Like Jared 5K 
last year.
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� e Blue Crab Festival was held in Panacea on Saturday. Clockwise from top le� : the Miss Wakulla Queens in the 
parade; Drew Keith with some cooked blue crabs at Woolley Park; the Wakulla High Marching War Eagle Band in 

the parade. (Photos by Gerald Brown)

Special to The Sun

Wakulla County School District 
has been officially recognized by the 
Florida Department of Education and 
the State Board of Education as an 
Academically High-Performing School 
District for 2024–25, joining an elite 
group of only 13 school districts 
across Florida to achieve this honor.
Established in 2007 under Section 

1003.621, Florida Statutes, the Ac-
ademically High-Performing School 
District designation is awarded an-
nually to districts that have met strict 

criteria based on school and district 
grades, class size compliance, and 
financial audit reviews.
“This achievement is the result of 

the substantially hard and complex 
work put forth by many people, and 
ultimately a reflection of the wonder-
ful community in which we live.” said 
Superintendent Richard Myhre. “We 
have achieved a goal outlined in our 
Five-Year Strategic Plan three years 
ahead of schedule and are proud 
to be counted among Florida’s very 
best.”
The designation supports that 

Wakulla County Schools are meeting 
its highest priority: ensuring stu-
dents are proficient and accelerating 
in all academic areas. It also signals 
that the district is on track with the 
critical initiatives outlined in the 
2023–28 Strategic Plan, including 
continued improvement in student 
achievement, innovative instruction-
al practices, and strong partnerships 
with families and the community.
Looking ahead, WCS will build on 

this momentum by holding itself ac-
countable to the same high standards 
of excellence that earned this recog-

nition, while keeping student success 
at the center of every decision.
Wakulla County Schools serves 

over 5,500 students across four ele-
mentary schools, two middle schools, 
one high school, as well as adult 
education and alternative pathway 
programs. Guided by the values of 
Rigor, Resilience, and Relevance, the 
district is committed to preparing 
every student for success in college, 
career, and life while fostering a cul-
ture of excellence, accountability, 
and community pride.

Wakulla is one of only 13 districts recognized; designation based on school grades, class size compliance, fi nancial audits
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Flower of the Week at Sopchoppy Depot Park

Elegant Blazing Star
By LYNN ARTZ, DAVID RODDENBERRY, 

and SANDY TEDDER
 

The flowers of elegant blazing star (Liatris ele-
gans) live up to their name. Unlike the more fa-
miliar purple-spiked blazing stars, this species 
has long, delicate pastel-colored flowerheads 
that appear almost feathery. The unique flow-
ers have 4-5 white to pale pink lobed florets with 
protruding styles on the inside surrounded by 
pinkish lavender petal-like bracts or scales. Also 
called pinkscale blazing star, the dense flower 
spikes are 6-20 inches long and bloom from the 
top down, attracting many native bees, skippers, 
and butterflies. The slender upright plants grow 
2-4 feet tall in full sun and dry soil. They inhabit 
longleaf pine sandhills and flatwoods throughout 
the north half of Florida. Considered one of the 
most beautiful Liatrises, elegant blazing star is 
blooming now in the northwest garden at Sop-
choppy Depot Park.

20242024

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

Monday-Friday 8-6:30
Saturday 8-5

850-926-4677
Our current store address is 
28 McCallister Road
www.mikesfeedstore.com

MIKE’S
 FEED STORE

Congratulations on Your Success! 
The Mike’s Feed Store family is 
proud of  you & knows that you 
will do great things!
Proud Sponsor of  Student of  the Week…

God 
Bless America

Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

CELEBRATING  
 37 YEARS!

  

Capri Hunter – 5th grader at Shadeville Elementary
Student of the Week

Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Capri always 
comes to school with a smile and positive attitude. She 
exhibits the Warrior Expectations at all times and is respect-
ful and kind to adults as well as peers. She comes to class 
prepared to learn, completes her classwork and homework, 
and applies herself in everything she does.  Capri actively 
participates in lessons and works well with other students. 
Capri is truly an outstanding student and role model to 
others. 
–Mrs. Kerry Adams, 5th Grade Teacher 

Capri sets a shining example for her classmates & all stu-
dents at Shadeville by always doing what is expected—and 
often going above and beyond. Her commitment to doing 
things the right way, every time, reflects the values we strive 
to instill in all our students. Congratulations, Capri! We are 
so proud of you.
– Mr. Timothy Wheeler, Principal

STUDENT OF THE WEEK FEATURES A DIFFERENT SCHOOL EACH WEEK. 

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA BREAST 
CANCER FOUNDATION 

LICENSE PLATE
The Florida Breast Cancer Foundation 

(FBCF) was founded by 3 Miami women in 1993. Originally named 
The South Florida Breast Cancer Coalition, the organization began as a 

nonpro�it, grassroots organization dedicated to ending breast cancer 
through advocacy, education, and research. With the introduction of the 
specialty End Breast Cancer license plate in 2002, a second organization 

was formed the Florida Breast Cancer Coalition Research Foundation - 
created to receive the funds from the sale of the plate. A few years later 
our of�icial name changed to the Florida Breast Cancer Foundation, but 

our mission and vision remains the same. 

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

Since 1985

We continually monitor our digital channels to safeguard your online 
and mobile banking experience. But your most secure banking 

experience is face-to-face, where we can better meet your 
ever-changing needs and serve you exceptionally well. ccbg.com.

Thanks to Mandana, 
your secure connection 

is guaranteed.

03789_12.17.24
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The quarterly Joy-ful 
Journeys events for spe-
cial needs kids was held 
a couple of weeks ago – 
Saturday, Sept. 20 – at the 
Wakulla Springs Lodge, 
and was an opportunity to 
have fun. Mikha’el McCabe 
tosses rings as other kids 
dance, play cornhole and 
other games. (Photo by 
Linda Ann McDonald)

Festival of Joy 
held at Lodge

Your local source for news.

An additional Public Notice 
appears on Page 9

FOLLOW THE SUN.

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides 

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not 
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

The City of Sopchoppy will hold a regular 
monthly meeting on Monday, October 13, 2025 
at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting will be held at City Hall, 
105 Municipal Avenue, Sopchoppy, FL.

City of Sopchoppy
Notice of Public Meeting

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation 
should contact the City of Sopchoppy, Administration 
Office at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 
962-4611. 

Purpose of Meeting: General Business.
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by 
the board, agency, or commission with respect to 
any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, 
he or she will need a record of the proceedings, 
and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings 
is made, which record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

October 2, 2025

Notice of Public Meeting:
The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 

has scheduled a Public Meeting of the Affordable Housing 
Advisory Committee on October 16, 2025, at 10:00 AM in 
the Wakulla County Fire and Rescue conference room at 

318 Trice Lane in Crawfordville, FL. Interested parties are 
invited to attend and participate.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should 
contact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners Ad-
ministration Offi ce at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 
926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at 
ADARequest@mywakulla.com October 2, 2025

WAKULLA COUNTY

STATE HOUSING 
INITIATIVES 

PARTNERSHIP (SHIP)
ANNUAL REPORT FISCAL 

YEAR 2022-2023
The State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) pro-

gram Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Annual Report for Wakulla 
County is available for public review and comment.  Any 
interested parties that wish to review the report must con-
tact the Wakulla County Planning and Community De-
velopment offi ce located in the Wakulla County Board of 
County Commissioners Administration Complex at 3093 
Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, Florida 32327 at (850) 
926-3695.  Members of the public may submit written com-
ments to the same address.  Please include your name, ad-
dress and interest affected.  Any comments received will be 
submitted to Florida Housing Finance Corporation with the 
annual report. October 2, 2025

The Wakulla County Planning Commission proposes to 
consider the following application.  A Public Hearing 
is scheduled regarding the following before the 
Planning Commission on Monday, October 13, 2025, 
beginning at 6:00 P.M., unless otherwise noted below 
or as time permits.  All public hearings will be held at 
the County Commission Chambers located west of the 
County Courthouse at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327.  Interested parties are invited to attend 
and present testimony.

1. Application for Conditional Use: CU25-04
Applicants:                           Jason S. & Jennifer L. Hoffman
Proposal:                             private family cemetery 
Tax ID Number:                  08-3S-01W-000-04335-001
Existing FLU Map:              Rural 3 (FLUE Policy 1.2.6)
Current Zoning:                    AG (Section 5-25, LDC)
FEMA Flood Info:               “X” & “A” zones on Panel 0250E
Parcel size:                             1.25+/- acres
Location:                                Lonnie Raker Lane
Hearings Required: Planning Commission: Monday, 
October 13, 2025 @ 6:00 PM
If an individual wishes to submit documents or other 
materials related to a matter before the Planning 
Commission for consideration by the Planning 
Commission at a public meeting, they are strongly 
encouraged to submit copies of all such documents or 
other materials to the Wakulla County Office of Planning 
and Community Development at least 3 days prior to the 
date of the meeting so that they can be provided to the 
Commission Members. If an individual wishes to bring 
documents or other materials for consideration by the 
Planning Commission that were not previously provided 
to the Wakulla County Office of Planning and Community 
Development in accordance with the preceding sentence, 
they must bring at least twelve (12) copies of each such 
document to the meeting.  
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related 
public record files may be viewed at the County Planning 
Department located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM M-F; Phone 
(850) 926-3695.  Any person desiring to appeal a decision 
of a County Board must ensure a verbatim transcript or 
copy is made of the testimony and exhibits presented at 
said hearings.  Persons with a disability needing a special 
accommodation should contact the Wakulla County 
Board of County Commissioners Administration Office 
at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-
0919; Hearing and Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; 
or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com.

NOtiCe Of PUbliC HeARiNg
CONCeRNiNg AN APPliCAtiON 

fOR CONditiONAl Use

October 2, 2025
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The Wakulla County Planning Commission proposes to 
consider the following application.  A Public Hearing 
is scheduled regarding the following before the 
Planning Commission on Monday, October 13, 2025, 
beginning at 6:00 P.M., unless otherwise noted below 
or as time permits.  All public hearings will be held at 
the County Commission Chambers located west of the 
County Courthouse at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327.  Interested parties are invited to attend 
and present testimony.

1. Application for Conditional Use: CU25-05
Applicant:                           Nancy Jo Richardson
Proposal:                             private family cemetery 
Tax ID Number:                  26-3S-02W-000-01623-008
Existing FLU Map:              Rural 2 (FLUE Policy 1.2.5)
Current Zoning:                    RR-5 (Section 5-26, LDC)
FEMA Flood Info:               “X” zone on Panel 0225E
Parcel size:                             9.25+/- acres
Location:                                137 Lost Creek Lane
Hearings Required: Planning Commission: Monday, 
October 13, 2025 @ 6:00 PM
If an individual wishes to submit documents or other 
materials related to a matter before the Planning 
Commission for consideration by the Planning 
Commission at a public meeting, they are strongly 
encouraged to submit copies of all such documents or 
other materials to the Wakulla County Office of Planning 
and Community Development at least 3 days prior to the 
date of the meeting so that they can be provided to the 
Commission Members. If an individual wishes to bring 
documents or other materials for consideration by the 
Planning Commission that were not previously provided 
to the Wakulla County Office of Planning and Community 
Development in accordance with the preceding sentence, 
they must bring at least twelve (12) copies of each such 
document to the meeting.  
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related 
public record files may be viewed at the County Planning 
Department located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM M-F; Phone 
(850) 926-3695.  Any person desiring to appeal a decision 
of a County Board must ensure a verbatim transcript or 
copy is made of the testimony and exhibits presented at 
said hearings.  Persons with a disability needing a special 
accommodation should contact the Wakulla County 
Board of County Commissioners Administration Office 
at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-
0919; Hearing and Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; 
or email at ADARequest@mywakulla.com.

NOtiCe Of PUbliC HeARiNg
CONCeRNiNg AN APPliCAtiON 

fOR CONditiONAl Use

October 2, 2025
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The Wakulla County Planning Commission proposes to 
consider the following application.  A Public Hearing 
is scheduled regarding the following before the 
Planning Commission on Monday, October 13, 2025, 
beginning at 6:00 P.M., unless otherwise noted below 
or as time permits.  All public hearings will be held at 
the County Commission Chambers located west of the 
County Courthouse at 29 Arran Road, Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327.  Interested parties are invited to attend 
and present testimony.

1. Application for Temporary Use Permit: TU25-18
Applicant: Aaron Harmon
Proposal: Family Enclave Application
Tax ID Number: 00-00-058-100-10023-000
Existing FLU Map: Urban Fringe (FLUE Policy 1.2.7)
Current Zoning: RSU-1 (Section 5-28, LDC)
FEMA Flood Info: “X” zone on Panel 0250E
Parcel Size: 1.60+/- acres
Location: 60 Jason Street
Hearings Required: Planning Commission: Monday, 
October 13, 2025 @ 6:00 PM
If an individual wishes to submit documents or other 
materials related to a matter before the Planning Commission 
for consideration by the Planning Commission at a public 
meeting, they are strongly encouraged to submit copies of 
all such documents or other materials to the Wakulla County 
Office of Planning and Community Development at least 
3 days prior to the date of the meeting so that they can be 
provided to the Commission Members. If an individual wishes 
to bring documents or other materials for consideration by 
the Planning Commission that were not previously provided 
to the Wakulla County Office of Planning and Community 
Development in accordance with the preceding sentence, they 
must bring at least twelve (12) copies of each such document 
to the meeting.  
Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related public 
record files may be viewed at the County Planning Department 
located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, Crawfordville, FL 32327, 
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM M-F; Phone (850) 926-3695.  Any person 
desiring to appeal a decision of a County Board must ensure 
a verbatim transcript or copy is made of the testimony and 
exhibits presented at said hearings.  Persons with a disability 
needing a special accommodation should contact the Wakulla 
County Board of County Commissioners Administration Office 
at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-0919; 
Hearing and Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at 
ADARequest@mywakulla.com.

NOTiCe Of PUbliC HeARiNg
CONCeRNiNg AN APPliCATiON 

fOR TeMPORARy Use

October 2, 2025
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Opinions

Ask Judge Smith: Finding security in a changing job market

National Newspaper Week: Local newspapers keep communities strong

Interview by Anthony 
Cammarata

Q. Judge Smith, 
during your time on 
the bench, have you 
observed any troubling 
trends with our youth? 
A. Yes. Many children 

drop out of school. Oth-
ers skip school or attend 

but don’t actively learn. 
Some schools add to the 
problem by promoting 
students who cannot 
read, write, or perform 
math at their grade level.
Q. What can the 

State’s courts do to fix 
this problem?
A. Our juvenile and 

dependency courts en-
courage families to man-
age issues and to make 
use of available social 
programs. For example, 
some kids skip school 
to avoid embarrassment 
because they don’t have 
a change of clothes. 
Thus, programs that 
cover basic needs make 
a difference. 
Our juvenile, drug, 

and mental health 

courts help kids and 
parents deal with their 
issues. The courts en-
courage minors to learn, 
enhance their skills, and 
set goals for themselves. 
We want kids to think 
about the future and 
prepare themselves for 
gainful employment.
Q. Compare kids with 

and without an educa-
tion. 
A. Kids who neglect 

their education often 
lack purpose and good 
options. Young adults 
who lack good and se-
cure jobs usually spend 
more time in our criminal 
and family law courts. 
Conversely, those with 
a good education get a 
head start in life. 

Q. College costs a for-
tune! What advice would 
you give teenagers who 
are undecided about 
work and college?
A. We now face the 

beginning of a new in-
dustrial revolution in-
volving  artificial intelli-
gence. This sea change 
will eliminate many rote 
and white-collar jobs, 
just as the coming age 
of robotics will eliminate 
many manual labor jobs. 
Both trends will create 
work too. New prospects 
will favor those who are 
adaptable and skilled.  
Let’s take one exam-

ple. Artificial intelligence 
requires vast amounts of 
energy. We are building 
new power plants and 

upgrading our power 
grids to meet this de-
mand. One upside of ar-
tificial intelligence is that 
it will create the need for 
an additional 500,000 
electricians. 
Teenagers should 

consider getting voca-
tional training and li-
censure in trades such 
as electrical work and 
plumbing. Doing so will 
ensure they can earn a 
good living and minimize 
the risk that computer 
software or a machine 
will replace their jobs. 
Some jobs require 

a college diploma. To 
hedge their bets, teenag-
ers should consider ob-
taining a no-frills bach-
elor’s degree. 

Lucky for us, the cost 
of obtaining a bachelor’s 
degree from Tallahassee 
State College is a bar-
gain! Students can work 
part-time and pay for 
their degrees over time 
with little to no debt. 
Mastering a trade and 
earning a college degree 
provides security and 
options.

The Honorable J. 
Layne Smith is the Cir-
cuit Judge for Wakul-
la County, Florida, a 
best-selling author, and 
a public speaker. He is a 
graduate of TSC.
Anthony Cammarata 

is a member of the Flor-
ida Bar and an experi-
enced trial lawyer. 

By DEAN RIDINGS
America’s Newspapers

Strong communities 
don’t just happen. They 
rely on connection – res-
idents knowing what’s 
going on, businesses 
reaching the customers 
who keep them open, 
and citizens having the 
facts to make good deci-
sions. Local newspapers 
provide that connection 
in ways no other source 
can.
In today’s fractured 

media environment, 
trust is the rarest com-
modity. Confidence 
in “the media” is low. 
Only 18% of Americans 
say they trust news on 
social platforms, and 
fewer than one in four 

trust cable networks. 
But nearly two-thirds 
say they trust their local 
newspaper—more than 
double the confidence 
placed in most other 
outlets.
In an era when any-

one can post any-
thing online, that clar-
ity makes newspapers 
stand apart.
Newspapers pro-

vide the facts that keep 
civic life running: city 
budgets, school board 
debates, and local elec-
tions that rarely make 
national headlines but 
matter most to daily 
life. They also highlight 
the stories that make a 
community feel connect-
ed: high school sports, 
neighborhood events, 

new restaurants, and 
profiles of people who 
make a difference.
Your local newspa-

pers have evolved to 
meet readers where 
they are – on websites, 
mobile apps, and email 
newsletters. What hasn’t 
changed are the stan-
dards. Accuracy, ethics, 
and accountability still 
guide the work. That 
combination of modern 
delivery and traditional 
integrity is why people 
continue to turn to their 
local paper.
The same trust 

strengthens the local 
economy. Research 
shows consumers act 
on newspaper ads more 
than on ads delivered by 
TV, radio, or digital plat-

forms. People see local 
business advertising as 
part of the same reliable 
package as the news. 
For a small business 
competing with national 
chains and online plat-
forms, no other chan-
nel delivers the same 
impact. When residents 
trust the paper, they 
trust the businesses 
that support it.
The absence of a lo-

cal paper leaves a mark. 
Voter turnout declines. 
Fewer residents at-
tend public meetings. 
Government oversight 
weakens and borrowing 
costs rise. Small busi-
nesses lose their most 
effective way to reach 
local customers. And 
without a trusted source 

tying things together, 
misinformation and par-
tisan spin spread faster, 
fueling confusion and 
division.
The opposite is true 

when newspapers are 
strong. Residents are 
better informed, more 
engaged, and more con-
nected to each other. 
Businesses grow be-
cause they can reach 
customers in a trusted 
environment. Commu-
nities share a common 
set of facts that helps 
debate happen on the 
issues – not on whether 
the information is real.
But this role depends 

on support. Subscrip-
tions, advertising, and 
community engagement 
make it possible for 

newspapers to continue 
earning the trust that 
communities depend on. 
A strong local newspa-
per doesn’t solve every 
challenge a town faces, 
but it makes civic life, 
local culture, and the 
local economy all work 
better.  Healthy commu-
nities are stronger when 
their local newspaper is 
strong. Supporting the 
paper is one of the most 
direct ways residents 
and businesses can in-
vest in their own future.

Dean Riding is execu-
tive director of America’s 
Newspapers, a national 
trade association rep-
resenting nearly 1,700 
members across the 
country. 
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AWARD WINNING

NEWSPAPER

“It’s A New Day!”

Calendar of events for the week of October 2
� ursday, October 2

• Th e Rotary Club of Wakulla County 
meets at the TSC Wakulla Center at 8:30 
a.m. on Th ursdays.
• Coastal Optimist Club meets at noon at 
Myra Jean’s on the fi rst and third Th urs-
days.
• Th e VFW Auxiliary Bingo Night will 
be held at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road in 
Crawfordville, every Th ursday. Th ere are 
concessions and raffl  es.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. every Th ursday at 54 Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga at First Baptist Church, 3086 
Crawfordville Hwy., at 11:30 a.m. Chair 
participants welcome. $2 donation per 
class. Bring your mat.

Friday, October 3

•  Th e Wakulla War Eagles travel to Fort 
Walton Beach to take on the Vikings at 7 
p.m. CT.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon & 
at 8 p.m. every Friday at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Saturday, October 4

• Th e Panacea Community Garden Farm-
er’s Market will be held from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon in Panacea.
• Poker Run for Jubel, to benefi t Big Bend 
Hospice, leaves Dux at 11:30 a.m. with 
stops at Salty Donkey in Panacea, Cooter 
Stew in St. Marks, Hobbit Hoagies on 
Capital Circle, and then the Wakulla Free 
Riders clubhouse.

Sunday, October 5

• Blessing of the Animals will be held at 
Christ Church Anglican, 3383 Coastal 
Hwy.,  at 5:30 p.m. Bring a lawn chair.

Monday, October 6

• County commission meets at 5 p.m. in 
the commission chambers.
• Th e Wakulla Respite Program is avail-
able for anyone with memory impairment 
at no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake 
Ellen Baptist Church every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. every Monday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class, every 
Monday, 11 a.m. Wakulla Community 
Center. Bring a mat. Come early to sign 
in. Chair Yoga participants welcome. $2 
per class.
• Line Dancing Class is held at Wakulla 

Dance Academy every Monday from 7 to 
9 p.m. $5 per person. Wear dance shoes or 
tennis shoes

Tuesday,  October 7

• Sopchoppy community dinner is held ev-
ery week at the Towles House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 6:30 
p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, October 8

• Yoga with Stacy at the community center 
at 11 a.m. $2 donation per class.
• A line dance class is held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center every Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

On the Horizon
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Unity in the Community addition

Hammond completes training
Cutter Bret Hammond completed Basic 

Training at Fort Benning, Georgia on Sept. 
12, 2025.  Cutter will remain at Fort Benning 
for an additional Advance Individual Training 
through mid-December, prior to receiving or-
ders and shipping out to a new duty station. 
Cutter is the son of Bret and Rhonda Ham-
mond. (Photo special to The Sun)

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Porter 
received the Giving Back Award at the re-
cent Unity in the Community event. They 
were inadvertently left off of the list of 
awards presented. (Photo special to The 
Sun)

Janice Pelt Brown celebrated her 90th 
birthday with friends and family at the 
Seineyard at Wildwood on Sept. 21. The 
party was put on by her sons Lynn and 
Dondi, daughters Maria and Deborah 
and granddaughter Marissa. (Photo by 
Gerald Brown)

Wakulla Crossroads
By VERNA BROCK

September has been a very busy 
month so far! Not even counting my 
trip to the Jersey Shore, there have 
also been writing classes and painting 
classes, the Blue Crab Festival and 
parade, football games and soccer 
trips. This doesn’t begin to scratch 
the surface of “normal” activities like 
dental and dermatology check-ups, 
lunch outings with old friends, Ag 
classes on pecans and persimmons, 
and civic meetings! Whew!
October doesn’t appear to be any 

slower either. Next Sunday is the 
Wakulla United Methodist Church’s 
annual Homecoming Sunday. Besides 
our monthly Communion service and 
dinner on the grounds, we will cele-
brate a membership Sunday as sev-

eral new members will be joining the 
Church. Everyone is invited to join us 
for this special occasion.
The Woodville U.M.C. is hosting its 

Second Sunday Sing once again, on 
Oct. 12th, at 6 p.m.. Always followed 
by a delicious fellowship supper, the 
music and fellowship are free and 
open to the public!

Please keep Karen Zak and her fam-
ily close in your prayers. Her daughter 
Ella and her mother Ms. Peddie were 
involved in a terrible car accident on 
Monday, Sept. 22nd. Both are recov-
ering from very serious injuries, by 
the grace of God. At the time of this 
writing, plans are for Ella to have re-
turned home earlier this week, while 
Ms. Peddie continues to make prog-
ress in the hospital.

If you would like to join a “meal 
train” to help this family through this 
very difficult time, your help is wel-
come.The link to sign up with “Take 
them a meal” is : https://takethema-
meal.com/GWJZ4165.

Even as life continues at a frenetic 
pace, we are reminded of how quick-
ly it can all change. When faced with 
terrifying news, uncertain outcomes 
and potentially catastrophic loss, our 
vision narrows down to just the bare 
necessities. What, where, how do I 
continue to function? How to hold 
home and hearth together as events 
take on a life of their own? In the cha-
os of disaster and stress, how do we 
focus on the most important things?  
From experience, I have learned 

it is a matter of forging ahead, one 
foot after another. But still the mind 
boggles at the enormity of recovery, 
reconstruction, and survival. We hu-
mans are remarkably resilient, but 

there is always a reckoning at some 
point, once we find ourselves on the 
other side of healing. I am constantly 
astonished by the strength and deter-
mination shown by our neighbors in 
times of trouble. 
It is inspiring, and can cause us to 

assume our help and support aren’t 
needed. Once the crisis is behind us, 
we often continue to need to assist 
one another emotionally and spiri-
tually. Let us remain receptive to the 
needs of others, and help them bear 
whatever burdens they carry.
Currently, we have been blessed 

to not face ravaging storms this year, 
but the remains of damages from 
previous storms continue to remind 
us of Nature’s fury. We are reduced 
to making whatever preparations we 
can, as we hope and pray for the best. 
I confess to feeling more than a little 
bit nervous at the prospect of another 
storm season. Here’s to a year with no 
destruction!

‘

LEONARD TARTT

“I would tell my 
younger self to have 

more compassion 
for all people. I am 

wiser now than I was 
when I was a kid.” 

BONNIE HOLUB
Life Coach

“Always be true 
to yourself, follow 

your own path. 
Also, read Erica 
Morse’s answer 

and do that too!”

Polled at Barn’s Liquors Chamber After-Hours event:

SANJAY PATEL
Wildwood Inn

“Don’t believe 
other people, 

believe in 
yourself.”

“Just say YES! 
Do it all! Don’t 

be scared to 
experience new 

things.”

ERICA MORSE
KWCB Treasurer

– Compiled by Lynda Kinsey

TIM JORDAN
Waypoint Properties

“Go for it…sooner 
rather than later. ”

If you could, what would you tell your younger self?

If you are a business and want to be seen...
this is your spot to advertise!!!

Would you like to remind people that you are open for 
business, have you moved, are you offering new products 

or services? This is your spot to advertise!
Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019 • LKinsey@� eWakullaSun.com

From Front Page

Causseaux’s first cousin, said the family honored him 
by running every 5K race that he planned to run that 
year. That experience led to the first memorial race. 
The family initially wanted to hold the inaugural event 
around the time of Causseaux’s Nov. 6 birthday but 
decided to move it to October to avoid the holidays. 
“Last year would have been his 50th birthday, and 

we wanted to do something to mark that milestone,” 
Blackburn said. “And that’s where his wife, Allison, 
suggested doing a 5K and a fun run, something that 
he enjoyed.”
Last year’s event was held on a 320-acre farm owned 

by Causseaux’s cousins, Marty and Kelli Causseaux. 
The 2024 race drew about 120 participants, including 
50 family members, Blackburn said.
The race raised money for Samaritan’s Purse, a 

faith-based nonprofit organization that provides relief 
to communities impacted by natural disasters, Black-
burn said. This year’s race will be held on the same 
family farm, and proceeds will benefit the Tim Tebow 
Foundation, which supports anti-human trafficking 
efforts. 
Tim Tebow Foundation Marketing Specialist Chris-

tina Revels said proceeds from the memorial race will 
help pay for services such as rescue operations and 
care for survivors. 
Participants can register for the memorial race 

on Eventbrite, according to the website. General ad-
mission and on-site registration is $20. Registration 
includes race entry, a T-shirt and post-race refresh-
ments.  
The family committee started organizing earlier in 

the year and expects more participants, Blackburn 
said. The 5K is a timed run and awards will be pre-
sented to the top three finishers in the men’s, women’s 
and children’s categories.
The memorial run not only honors Jared’s memory, 

but Blackburn said it also allows the family to find 
comfort in fellowship and continue moving forward. 
“Things happen for a reason, even when you don’t 

understand it,” she said. “But that doesn’t mean you 
quit living.” 

Syniah Jennings is a second-year journalism student 
at Florida A&M University. She is from Atlanta, Georgia. 

Live Like Jared 5K

Tree service & 
Stump grinding
850-509-3868 leetrailersales.net

3922 Crawfordville rd. 
tallahassee, Fl 32305 

850 878-0788
Trailers-Mowers-TracTors

same location
for 41 Years

locally Owned 
and Operated

Family 
Owned & 
Operated
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Karst seminar
From Front Page

Woodville Karst Plain.” 
Exploration and Sci-

ence was explained when 
Werner discussed the 
dye traces and sample 
collections proving sev-
eral hypotheses true 
regarding cave connec-
tions throughout Wakulla 
County.
W e r n e r ’ s  e v i -

dence-based data pre-
sentation shared within 
the cave system, Chip’s 
Hole into Turner Sink is 
now surveyed and is mea-
sured at 236, 723 feet, 
(44.8 miles). If we drained 
it, I would be as big as 
Mammoth Cave. Here, 
freshwater and surface 
water meet, and you can 
see it underground. Wer-
ner said, “Karst hydrology 
is very complicated; it is 

not easy.”
Werner also shared 

Lost Creek is connect-
ed to Spring Creek and 
Wakulla Springs. This 
is proved by dye tracing. 
It was confirmed twice, 
once in May 2008 and 
again in July 2009.
“What Don’t We Know” 

was a topic discussed at 
the seminar as food for 
thought. Werner stated 
that the specific conduits 
at Wakulla Springs rises 
suddenly and then dissi-
pates. Why? What causes 
this?  Is it Spring Creek 
flowing into Wakulla 
Springs? Is it from a wa-
ter source that has been 
previously identified? Is 
it related to discharge? 
What controls it, can it 
be predict it?”
Other interesting ques-

tions included: “Where is 

the connection between 
Wakulla Springs and 
Spring Creek? Regarding 
dye traces, where did the 
rest of the dye go? 
Werner closed his sem-

inar with fact sharing. 
Fact is where we live is 
particularly vulnerable, 
living within the spring 
shed can impact the 
springs and over 350,000 
people live in the spring 
shed.

WKPP is the only or-
ganization currently al-
lowed to dive some of 
these caves – which are 
all on State, Federal, or 
private land – due to the 
extreme nature of the sys-
tems and the discipline 
required to safely explore 
them.
Wakulla Springs Alli-

ance information can be 
found at wakullaspring-
salliance.org.

By MARJ LAW

Kids are liable to say 
of something they own: 
“Mine is better than 
yours.”
Fortunately, adults 

grow out of this need to 
compare with others. We 
have learned to be secure 
with choices of our pos-
sessions.
Take Joe and me, for 

example. We each have 
a couple handguns. We 
purchased them because 
we like them. We each 
like different qualities 
in handguns, so we buy 
according to our likes 
and wants. 
For instance, Joe is 

fond of hammer guns. 
That’s what he was is-
sued in the Navy long, 
long ago. He says ham-
mer guns have better 
triggers than striker-fired 
guns. He likes to have 
a manual safety on his 
gun. That’s what his 
Navy gun had many de-
cades ago, so that’s what 
he learned to operate and 
that’s what he prefers.
I prefer striker-fired 

handguns. I find their 
slides easy to manip-
ulate, and the ones I 
own have perfectly nice, 
smooth triggers. I don’t 
want a manual safe-
ty. In a case of extreme 
fear, I don’t want to have 

to worry if I’ve pushed 
the safety lever, or if it 
should be “up” or “down” 
to be able to fire.
What’s right for Joe is 

a hammer gun that has a 
safety. He learned to pull 
down the safety lever be-
fore firing the gun. That’s 
how he learned from 
Master Chief Do-It-The-
Right-Way in the Navy.
His preferred gun 

must have a grip wide 
enough for his big hand. 
The trigger must be light 
and smooth and have ab-
solutely no “crunch” to it. 
If he has his “druthers,” 
he wants a flat trigger. 
Joe’s gun must hold 

a lot of rounds, and he 
must have at very least a 
couple extra magazines. 
He prefers a gun with a 
certain amount of heft. 
An extra half-pound or 
so? With his bone struc-
ture, carrying a certain 
amount of weight is no 
problem.
It’s my belief that in 

the past couple decades, 
manufacturers have con-
structed handguns that 
are easier to manipulate 
than the hammer guns. 
These are striker-fired 
guns.
In general ,  s tr ik-

er-fired guns I’ve shot 
have slides that are eas-
ier to rack than those 
of hammer guns. These 
guns also have less recoil 
than many hammer-fired 
guns. Usually, the first 
question a person asks 
of me is: “Does the gun 
have much recoil?”
Well, most people want 

a gun that doesn’t have 
much recoil. Young or 
old, or somewhere in 
between, people want 
a gun that isn’t going 
to land them on their 
fannies when they pull 

the trigger. My friends 
and I don’t have a need 
to prove ourselves. If we 
plan on owning a gun 
for defense or for com-
petition, we simply want 
a handgun that is easy 
to use.
To me, ease of use 

means having no manual 
safety. A manual safety 
is just one more thing 
to worry about when 
Mr. Bad beats down our 
door. Today, so many 
guns have built-in safe-
ty features that a safety 
lever seems superfluous. 
Unnecessary and un-
wanted. My .380 does 
have a safety, but I would 
not have chosen one.
One Christmas, Joe 

found a package under 
the tree. It was a strik-
er-fired gun. What do 
you know, but he loved 
it? I took him over to 
the “dark side” of strik-
er-fired guns.
Not all striker-fired 

guns are alike. For in-
stance, Joe still wants 
a manual safety on his 
striker-fired gun. He’s 
still picky about the 
smoothness and light-
ness of a trigger and he 
prefers a flat one. He 
wants a gun that has 
more weight and a bigger 
grip than what I like. 
Las t  Wednesday , 

we visited the Wakul-
la County Sheriff’s Of-
fice range. We’re usually 
there around 10 a.m. to 
assist anyone who might 
need a bit of help. We 
also compare handguns.
This Wednesday, we 

are comparing two strik-
er-fired guns: Joe’s Sig 
Sauer P365 X-Macro 
9mm with my Sig Sauer 
P365 .380. It’s a good 
thing that we’ve out-
grown the “mine is better 
than yours” syndrome. 
We are simply compar-
ing.
My .380 is very small: 

compact, light and con-
cealable. It has a barrel 
length of 3.1” and is 4.2” 
high and 5.8” overall. 
It weighs 15.7 ounces: 
perfect for me to carry. 
This .380 came with 2 
10-round magazines and 
we were able to find a 
12-round magazine as 
well.
Joe’s 9mm is compact, 

but not so small as my 
.380. It also has a bar-
rel of 3.1” long and is 
5.2” high and 6.6” long 
overall. The compen-
sated slide makes the 
barrel seem longer, but 
the barrel is the same 
length as the .380’s. The 
gun weighs 21.5 ounces, 
which is perfect for Joe 
to carry. It came with 3 
17-round magazines.
We put up 2 targets. 

Each of us will shoot 4 
rounds. We will shoot the 
.380 on the right-hand 
target and the 9mm on 
the left.

Joe shoots my .380 
first. Wow! He gets 2 
bull’s-eyes right away. 
And that’s on my hand-
gun! Not right! Then one 
shot goes wild and the 
other hits the 7-ring.
He moves over to the 

left-hand target with his 
9mm, and makes a tight 
grouping of three on the 
8 and 9 rings. One shot 
goes wild. 
Next, I shoot my .380 

on that right target. Drat. 
Although all 4 shots hit 
the target, the holes are 
scattered and make no 
tight grouping.
I pick up Joe’s 9mm. 

Two of the shots hit with-
in the x-ring. Yay! I’m 
feeling a lot better. The 
other two shots hit prac-
tically on top of each 
other within the 7-ring.
So, Joe shoots my gun 

better than his and I 
shoot his gun better than 
my own. Go figure.
You’d think that with 

his flat trigger, larger grip 
and weightier gun, along 
with familiarity, that Joe 
will shoot his 9mm better 
than he’ll shoot mine. 
And you’d think that 

I’ll shoot my .380 better 
than his 9mm because 
of the .380’s small grip, 
light weight and familiar-
ity. But I don’t.
I guess it’s a good 

thing that we each shoot 
the other’s gun more ac-
curately than our own. 
Otherwise, we might 

have thought that we had 
the better gun.
But now we can’t say: 

“My gun is better than 
yours.”

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

outdoor sports Outdoors
HOME ON THE RANGE

Wakulla 
Lawn Ranger

Gene 
Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing

Edging - Trimming 
Sidewalk/Driveways 

Pressurewashing
Landscaping

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

The battle of two Sig 365s

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Dr. Chris Werner at WEI.

Retired Wakulla Springs State Park 

Ranger Bob � ompson, on his weekly 

wildlife survey at the park, took this 

photo of a dragon� y.
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a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown TreadonA

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Coast Guard Station
Panama City  ..............................................  (850) 234-4228
Coast Guard Station 
Yankeetown  ...............................................  (352) 447-6900
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)  ........................  (850) 942-7500
or ................................................................ (850) 284-1166 

Boating Emergencies
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

MinorTimes Major Times
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MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

MinorTimes Major Times

Best fishing days this month

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

Moon Illumination

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
tides4fishing.com

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings:

 High Tide Low Tide
Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
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97% Best hunting and fishing based on solunar times: MAJOR feeding periods are 2 hours long, centered on the solunar time. MINOR feeding periods are only 1 hour long, again centered on the solunar time.
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24/7 PRIORITY ON-WATER ASSISTANCE
ARE YOU A MEMBER?      SEA TOW BIG BEND \ 850-984-3456 \ seatow.com

© 2023 “Sea Tow,” including words, phrases and logos, are trademarks of Sea Tow Services International, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Underwater    WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

Thank you, DEP. 
December 8, 2011

This journey began several years led by a band of local peo-
ple with a vision that equal access to our underwater trails 
would bring greater opportunity to our Wakulla community.
They first organized as a club open to everyone. Their mem-
bership soon swelled to 100, many from outside Wakulla 
County.
Some members channeled their energy into locating and 
working with land owners of dive sites who were willing to 
share their sinkholes with others. Access was made safer 
with erosion reduction steps, large safety gold line mapping 
the underwater passages, and gate keeper policies.
Others organized site clean-up events when they discov-
ered these dive sites were repeatedly inundated by folks 
dumping trash to avoid paying landfill fees.
Two years ago a small group of club members began to 
analyze the local economic impact possible should Wakulla 
County become an equal access diving destination.
Recently, the Wakulla Springs State Park downsized their 
staff and turned management of their Lodge over to a private 
concession because of a number of economic challenges. 
Discussions with their new Lodge manager revealed his 
interest to make the Park into an international destination 
to boost growth. Current restrictions on diving limit his 
options.
This group found Jackson and Lafayette counties applied 
equal diving access policies resulting in millions of dollars 
infused into their economy.
Dr. William Huth documented their success and published 
papers in peer-reviewed papers.
As a result of this success, people who dive have made 
these counties diving destinations.
When they lined the two counties up on a map, they real-
ized Wakulla County was right in the middle and that if you 
include High Springs in Alachua County and Eagle’s Nest 
in Hernando County, a Cave Diver’s Trail with hundreds 
of dive site opportunities became obvious, all but Wakulla 
County, with equal access gate keeper policies.
Armed with these revelations, presentations were made 
to the Wakulla Tourist Development Council, Economic 
Development Board, Optimists Club and this week the Ro-
tary Club to alert Wakulla citizens of the economic losses 
currently going elsewhere because of dive restrictions at 
Wakulla Springs State Park.
An assessment of the caves under the control of Wakulla 
Springs State Park was conducted this past summer by the 
state Department of Environmental Protection in an effort 
to understand why their caves were closed to equal access 
diving policies.
Leaders from the diving community participated on this 
review committee and made numerous recommendations. 
All agreed that an equal access gatekeeper diving policy 
similar to that maintained at Peacock Springs State Park 
was applicable to Wakulla Springs State Park.
Careful monitoring of the Gem of Cave Diving, the main 
vent under the diving tower, was also recommended.
I began this column by thanking DEP for their willingness 
to host a public hearing to permit everyone’s input into this 
very important opportunity. I have been assured that a date 
in mid-January will be announced this week, the site as 
yet undetermined.
I know you will have more information as soon as it is 
released right here in The Wakulla News. I hope to see you 
there!
Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2011.

This past week, we 
experienced the Fall 
Equinox. This is an 
interesting shift for 
our tides a we are 
shifting into the cooler 
months.
The National Oce-

anic and Atmospher-
ic  Administrat ion 
(NOAA)put out the 
following information. 
As the moon revolves 
around the Earth, its 
angle increases and 
decreases in relation 
to the equator. This 
is known as its dec-
lination. The two tid-
al bulges track the 
changes in lunar dec-
lination, also increas-
ing or decreasing their 
angles to the equator. 
Similarly, the sun’s 
relative position to the 
equator changes over 
the course of a year 
as the Earth rotates 
around it. The sun’s 
declination affects the 
seasons as well as 
the tides. During the 
vernal and autumnal 
equinoxes – March 21 
and Sept. 23, respec-
tively – the sun is at 
its minimum declina-
tion because it is po-

sitioned directly above 
the equator. On June 
21 and Dec. 22 –the 
summer and winter 
solstices, respectively 
– the sun is at its max-
imum declination.
T h e  N a t i o n a l 

Weather Service stat-
ed that around the 
equinoxes in spring 
and fall, when the sun 
is directly over the 
equator, the two daily 
high tides are nearly 
equal.
For the rest of the 

year, one tide is high-
er than the other. This 
dominant tide shifts 
with the seasons:
W a r m  S e a s o n 

(starting in April): The 
higher tide occurs in 
the evening.

Cool Season (start-
ing in October): The 
higher tide occurs in 
the morning
This happens be-

cause the gravitation-
al pulls of the sun and 
moon align different-
ly as the Earth’s tilt 
changes relative to 
the sun.
Read more from the 

National Weather Ser-
vice: https://www.
weather .gov/chs/
tides

Thanks to Sherrie, 
we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no 
accident. Checking 
the tidal tables before 
you leave can help you 
know a good window 
to launch and return. 

If you would like 
to learn more about 
vessel safety checks, 
please contact Steve 
Hults, Staff Officer for 
Vessel Examinations 
at steve.hults@usc-
gaux.net
Please contact us 

for more information 
about our safe boat-
ing classes or learn-
ing more about get-
ting involved in the 
Auxiliary, check out 
our website at www.
uscgaux.net follow 
us on FaceBook @ 
Apalachee Bay Flotil-
la 12 or contact our 
Flotilla Commander 
Norma Hill at njhill@
ballstate.bsu.edu.
 
The Coast Guard 

Auxiliary is the uni-
formed civilian volun-
teer component of the 
U.S. Coast Guard and 
supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly all 
mission areas. The 
Auxiliary was created 
by Congress in 1939. 
For more information, 
please visit  www.
cgaux.org.
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Rediscovering our purpose in such a time as this

By SHERYL H. BOLDT
  
Remember how excited 

you were when you were 
seven years old and your 
birthday was only a week 
away? How you couldn’t 
wait for your big day? 

Do you remember 
dreaming about how 
great it would be to be an 
eight-year-old?

Now, decades (for some 
of us, decades and de-
cades) later, how do you 
feel about your next birth-
day? Do you still dream 
with happy expectations 
about what your life will 
be like in the coming 
year? Or does the heavi-
ness of our time squeeze 
out your zest for the fu-
ture?

If it’s the latter, can we 
find our joy again – even 
in our current circum-
stances? 

We can.
Let’s begin by remem-

bering that a sovereign, 
loving, powerful God re-
mains in control. 

Then let’s rediscover 
our purpose by asking 

God to reveal to us why 
He has chosen us to live 
in this moment.

Recall the story of 
Queen Esther. Her peo-
ple (the Jews) faced the 
threat of complete de-
struction. Esther was 
hesitant to step in until 
her uncle Mordecai told 
her, “If you keep silent 
at this time, relief and 
deliverance will rise for 
the Jews from another 
place, but you and your 
father’s house will perish. 
And who knows whether 
you have not come to the 
kingdom for such a time 
as this?” (Esther 4:14 
ESV).

Esther faced two op-
tions. She could stand up 

for her people and be part 
of an important mission 
to save them, or she could 
let her fear take control, 
which would doom her 
and her countrymen. If 
Esther chose not to act, 
she’d miss the chance 
to be used powerfully by 
God.

My question to each of 
us is: How shall we live 
each day, each year, in 
such a time as this?

Have you asked God 
why He chose you to live 
during this time? Have 
you asked Him how He 
wants to use you in your 
current situation?

How would it change 
our perspective (our ex-
citement about life itself) 

if we considered that we 
were born for this very 
moment? That God in-
tentionally chose us to be 
part of His plan, knowing 
the current events that 
would unfold? 

God is sovereign. He 
loves each of us deeply. 
We can trust Him. 

Even when we’re wor-
ried about the future, I 
pray we’ll stay faithful 
and step up so we don’t 
miss the incredible life He 
has chosen for us.

Then we can be excited 
about our next birthday. 
And dream about how 
great next year will be.

On an added note: Af-
ter years of praying and 
submitting my work to 

publishers, Abundance 
Books wants to pub-
lish one of my children’s 
books! To help me reach 
a goal of acquiring 1,000 
contacts, may I add you to 
my Author’s Email List? 
As one of my contacts, 
you’ll receive occasional 
updates about my writing 
journey and future book 
signings. Please let me 
know by sending me an 
email at the address be-
low. Many thanks!

Sheryl H. Boldt is a 
sales executive for Wave 
94 and author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDiffer-
ent.net. Connect with her 
at SherylHBoldt.Wave94@
gmail.com.

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

By JAMES SNYDER

T h r o u g h o u t  m y 
years, I have had many 
crazy days. I guess it’s 
crazy days that develop 
character. If so, I have 
a lot of character.

I never had a day 
quite like last week. 
Everything seemed to 
go wrong for me.

When we got up, our 
electricity was off. It 
had been off for many 
hours, and we had a 
few hours left before it 
would come back on.

The worst thing was 
that there was no cof-
fee. How can you start 
a day without coffee? 

In a few hours, the 
electricity was restored. 
We both took a deep 
sigh, thinking that was 
the worst of the day.

I looked at The Gra-
cious Mistress of the 
Parsonage and said, 
“Well, my dear, at least 
the day can’t get any 
worse.”

Oh, how I wish I had 
not said that. Because 

the day was beginning.
I got into my office, 

started working and 
was ready to print, and 
wouldn’t you know it, 
my printer wasn’t work-
ing. I thought I ran 
out of ink, but when 
I replaced it with new 
ink, nothing changed. 
My printer had died on 
me. I never realized how 
much I needed a printer 
until I didn’t have one. 
I had to order a new 
printer, which would 
take a couple of days 
to come.

I sat down in my easy 
chair to drink some cof-
fee, and The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age needed to run to the 
grocery store to pick up 
some items. That left 
me alone in the house 
for over an hour.

She no sooner got 
out the door when the 
telephone rang. I’m not 
too quick at answer-
ing telephone calls be-
cause most of them are 
scams. However, this 
call came in four times, 
so I thought it might be 
someone I knew, and I 
answered it.

The person on the 
phone asked me my 
name, and I told him 
my name, and then he 
said that my daughter 
was in an automobile 
accident, had broken 
her nose, and was in 
the hospital. He told 

me I need to talk to her 
attorney to work out 
the details of her bail 
money.

He gave me the name 
and number of the at-
torney, so I called him.

Before I called him, 
I thought I should call 
my daughter to see if 
these things are true. 
I’m a skeptic, and I 
like to verify what I’m 
hearing to ensure it’s 
the truth. She didn’t 
answer her phone. That 
caused me to worry 
because she never does 
that.

I called her attor-
ney, and he explained 
the situation to me. It 
seems, and they have 
video proof, that my 
daughter ran a stop-
light and hit an on-
coming car. There was 
a lady in the car who 
was pregnant and had 
broken her collarbone. 
My daughter broke her 
nose. 

I was pretty alarmed.
Then he explained 

to me that my daugh-
ter needed $6,000 bail 
money to get her out of 
jail today. It had to be 
taken care of within an 
hour, or they couldn’t 
do it until the next day.

I told him I didn’t 
have enough money 
for that, I only had at 
best $2,500. He said, 
“Well, I will check with 

the court to see if they’ll 
go with that. Give me 
a call back as soon as 
you can.”

I hung up the phone 
and then called my 
wife, but she didn’t an-
swer. I called my other 
daughter, and she re-
plied, telling me that it 
was probably a scam.

I called the attorney 
back and told him I 
could only come up 
with the $2,500. He 
said if I met him within 
an hour at Winn-Dix-
ie, he could take care 
of the process there. 
I wouldn’t have to go 
down to the jail.

I hung up my phone, 
and who was calling? 
You’re right. It was my 
daughter who was sup-
posed to be in jail.

We had an interest-
ing conversation. She 
had not been out of her 
house all day. In fact, 
the reason she didn’t 
answer  the  phone 
was that it was being 
charged. Incidentally, 
she’s in the firefight-
ers department, which 
was a little curious to 
me that “her attorney” 
didn’t know that.

I decided to call the 
Sheriff’s Department 
to obtain information 
about this and find out 
where my daughter was 
being held in jail. After 
an interesting conver-

sation with the Sher-
iff’s Department, they 
informed me that this 
was a scam and was 
happening all the time 
in our county.

There was nothing I 
could do about it be-
cause no money had 
exchanged hands, so I 
was powerless.

I decided to call my 
daughter’s attorney. He 
answered the phone. 
I said, “I just want to 
thank you for getting 
my daughter out of jail. 
I appreciate that so very 
much.”

He answered and 
said, “I’m glad I could 
help.”

Then, before hanging 
up, I said, “By the way, 
my daughter was nev-
er in jail.” When I said 
that, he hung up very 
quickly.

As I hung up the 
phone I thought of a 
Bible verse. “There hath 
no temptation taken 
you but such as is com-
mon to man: but God 
is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempt-
ed above that ye are 

able; but will with the 
temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it” 
(1 Corinthians 10:13).

No matter how dif-
ficult my day, God’s 
faithfulness is more 
than enough.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala with the 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, email 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.     

Boy, oh boy, what a day it was
OUT TO PASTOR

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

By CHERYL CRUCE

I remember a certain 
morning years ago. The 
day before, I had worked 
hard making sure every-
thing was in order – the 
floors cleaned, the laun-
dry folded, fresh sheets 
on the beds, even new 
curtains at the windows. 

When morning came, 
I simply lay there, lis-
tening out the window 
to the sounds of nature. 
My young twins were in 
the living room, crunch-

ing cereal and watching 
their favorite morning 
show.

Then my 3-year-old 
came walking in. I closed 
my eyes and pretended 
to be asleep. “Mommy,” 
she called softly. I kept 
still, savoring the rest a 
little longer. Again came 
that sweet voice, “Mom-
my.” Still, I pretended. 

Then she said some-
thing I’ll never forget. 
She whispered, “Mom-
my, I waked the sun 
up for you.” Her lit-
tle mispronunciation 
only made it sweeter, a 
phrase that has stayed 
with me all these years.

Children often no-
tice what we rush past 
– the gift of a new day, 
the wonder that God has 
already stirred creation 
awake for us. As the 
Psalmist says, each day 
is God’s handiwork, and 

we are invited to be glad 
and rejoice in it (Psalm 
118:24). It’s through 
this invitation that God 
calls us into conversa-
tion with Him. David 
reminds us that prayer 
isn’t a single moment; 
for he prayed morning, 
noon, and evening, con-
fident that God would 
hear him (Psalm 55:17). 

Daniel also rose early 
and prayed three times 
a day, reminding us that 
our morning devotion 
isn’t the end of our en-
counter with God – it’s 
only the beginning. A 
devotion is not enough 
to carry us through the 
day. Our Heavenly Fa-
ther wants to be invited 
into every moment – our 
work, our conversations, 
our decisions, and even 
our worries.

God didn’t just meet 
Daniel in the quiet 

hours. He raised him 
up in the courts of kings 
and shut the mouths 
of lions to protect him 
(Daniel 6:22). The same 
God who guarded Daniel 
guards us today. When 
we face challenges or 
uncertainty, He can si-
lence the “lions” of fear, 
stress, and obstacles 
that seek to harm or dis-
courage us.

These Old Testa-
ment stories remind us 
of God’s faithfulness, 
but the New Testament 
shows that walking with 
Him is meant to contin-
ue throughout the day. 
The Apostle Paul urged 
believers to pray with-
out ceasing, often inter-
ceding for the church-
es (Colossians 1:9–12). 
Likewise, Cornelius, a 
Roman centurion, was 
a devout man who gave 
generously to the needy 

and prayed continually 
to the Lord (Acts 10:2).

As we step into the 
day, we can choose to let 
the quiet of morning rip-
ple outward into every 
hour. Even when sched-
ules pull us in a hundred 
directions, God invites 
us to pause, breathe, 
and bring Him into each 
moment. Like Daniel, 
David, Paul, and Corne-
lius, our faith can shape 
not just the early hours, 
but every conversation, 
decision, and challenge. 
When we intentional-
ly invite the Lord into 
our day, He calms our 
hearts, guides our steps, 
and transforms ordinary 
moments into beautiful 
blessings.

What begins in still-
ness can guide the rest 
of the day: a whispered 
prayer at the sink, a 
pause before a meeting, 

or a moment noticing 
God in the laughter of 
a child. These simple, 
intentional acts help us 
keep our hearts tuned 
to Him, walking through 
the hours hand in 
hand with the One who 
“waked the sun up” for 
us.

Do not be anxious 
about anything, but 
in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, pres-
ent your requests to 
God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends 
all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Je-
sus. Philippians 4:6–7

Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 
is Pastor of Ochlockonee 
Bay United Methodist 
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist 
Church.

I ‘waked’ the sun up for you

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

FU
LL

ER
 CENTER FOR HOU

SIN
G

W a k u l l a

formerly Habitat for Humanity

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Offi ce Hours:  Mon./Wed./Fri.  9:00am – 3:30pm 
Pastor:  Rev. Michael Hartley: offi ce@seas.ptdiocese.org  
Deacon David Harris • E-Mail: dcndoc@comcast.net
Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm • Sunday 11:00 am 

 Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am 
 Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
  Rosary: Mon., Thurs. and Fri. - after 8:30 Mass  
 Wednesday 6:30 pm
 Sunday 9:45 am 
   First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am
     Confessions:  Every Saturday  9:30am – 10:30am

Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Or by appointment

Pastor Michael Hartley • Dcn. Dave Harris Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook

Beginning: September 1, 2025

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327
850 745-8359

New Hours
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• New worship service at Seafar-
ers’ Chapel in Shell Point

A “contemporary’ church service will be 
held at 11 a.m. every Sunday at the Sea-
farers’ Chapel at Shell Point, 1557 Shell 

Point Road, beginning immediately for all 
who may be interested. The current 9:30 
a.m. service will continue to be offered.

Children’s church services will be held 
at 9:30 am and 11:00 am for those who 
are too young to participate in the regular 
services.

We look forward to seeing you and 
worshipping with you.

Church Briefs

Obituaries
DEATH NOTICES
• Junior Lee Cospor, 83, of Alligator 
Point, died September 23, 2025.

• Polly Ann Nichols, 75, of Crawford-
ville, passed away September 28, 2025.

• Annette Willis, 77, of Tallahassee, 
passed away September 24, 2025.

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young 
Chapel,  850-926-5919, www.familyfhc.
com.

Sheriff’s Report
This report is for ac-

tivity September 19th to 
26th. There were 1,208 
total calls for service 
during the week.

FRIday, SEPT. 19

• Deputy Jeremiah 
Post responded to Mash-
es Sands Road where a 
citizen located a keyfob. 
The keyfob was placed 
into property and evi-
dence for safekeeping.

SATURday, SEPT. 20

• Deputy Jeremiah 
Post responded to the 
front lobby reference a 
fraud call. A citizen ad-
vised that the day before 
she received a message 
from Norton LifeLock 
that she paid an invoice 
of $445. She called the 
phone number on the 
invoice who transferred 
her to the “fraud” depart-
ment. The “fraud” de-
partment then advised 
her to go to Walgreens 
to purchase Sephora 
gift cards. Carolyn is out 
multiple thousands of 
dollars. Case forwarded 
to Criminal Investiga-
tion Division.

• Deputy Zachary 
Godwin responded to 
the front lobby refer-
ence a citizen reporting 
her iPhone stolen. She 
advised she received a 
notification it was deliv-
ered on Sept. 17 at her 
residence but when she 
went to receive it only 
the shipping box was 
left. She just needed a 
report for documenta-
tion purposed. 

• Deputy Godwin re-
sponded to Mound Street 
reference large amount 
of wood stolen. A citizen 
advised approximately 
$11,000 worth of lum-
ber was stolen between 
Sept. 13  and 19. Case 
forwarded to CID

SUNday, SEPT. 21

• Lt. Anthony Paul 

responded to Frank 
Smith Road in reference 
to a possible theft in 
progress. Upon arrival, 
contact was made with 
several individuals, one 
being a white male who 
identified himself. It was 
determined this indi-
vidual provided a false 
name to law enforce-
ment. He was then iden-
tified by his real name, 
and had active warrants 
out of Jackson County. 
He was placed under ar-
rest for the warrants and 
providing a false name. 

• Deputy Dylan Buck-
halt conducted a traffic 
stop for faulty equip-
ment. Upon contact with 
the vehicle, the rear pas-
senger began reaching 
around in the vehicle er-
ratically. Deputy Buck-
halt requested the rear 
passenger exit the vehi-
cle and he refused sev-
eral lawful commands. 
Buckhalt detained the 
passenger and then 
made contact with the 
driver. The driver was 
subsequently placed 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspended 
or revoked (DWLSR) and 
the passenger was ar-
rested for Obstruction. 

• Deputy Zachary 
Godwin responded ref-
erence a citizen report-
ing a white vehicle that 
was swerving all over 
the road and the driver 
was screaming at the 
passenger. The report-
ing person advised she 
saw the driver strike the 
passenger. The vehicle 
was unable to be locat-
ed but possible suspect/
victim have been identi-
fied. Case forwarded to 
CID.

MONday, SEPT. 22

• Deputy Kory Smith 
responded to Wainscott 
Circle in reference to a 
fraud complaint. Con-
tact was made with the 
reporting person who 
advised she attempted 

to purchase a dog online 
via Facebook. She ad-
vised she made a $200 
deposit to “Doxie Den” 
for the purchase of a 
Dachshund. She was 
contacted from an un-
known number on today 
requesting she send an 
additional $500 depos-
it for the delivery of the 
dog. Once she sent the 
final deposit via Apple 
Pay, she was no longer 
able to make contact 
with the potential seller. 
She is currently out of a 
total of $700. Case for-
warded to CID.

TUESday, SEPT. 23

•	 A citizen report-
ed being bitten by one 
of his dogs. During the 
investigation, it was 
discovered that he had 
attempted to break up 
a fight between the an-
imals and had been bit-
ten on the left ankle/
foot area. While speak-
ing with the citizen, he 
was being treated by 
EMS and was eventu-
ally transported to the 
hospital to receive fur-
ther care. He advised 
the dogs were typical-
ly friendly and did not 
want Animal Control to 
respond due to this inci-
dent being accidental.  

• Deputy Dustin Saba 
conducted a traffic stop 
on a vehicle in the area 
Laurel Lane and Old 
Woodville Highway. 

Contact was made with 
the driver whose license 
was confirmed suspend-
ed at the time of the traf-
fic stop. Subsequently, 
the driver was placed 
under arrest for DWL-
SR and transported to 
the Wakulla County Jail 
without incident. 

• Deputy Dustin Saba 
conducted a traffic stop 
on a Honda Civic in the 
800 block of Woodville 
Hwy. Contact was made 
with the driver, who was 
pulled over and issued a 
warning for a suspend-
ed license on Aug. 11 in 
the same vehicle. Subse-
quently, the driver was 
placed under arrest for 
DWLSR and transported 
to the Wakulla County 
Jail without incident.

WEDNESday, SEPT. 24

• Deputy Lewis Mar-
shall conducted a traf-
fic stop on a vehicle for 
failing to stop at a stop 
sign. During the investi-
gation, the driver admit-
ted to not having a valid 
license for several years. 
The driver was subse-
quently placed under 
arrest and transported 
to the county jail with-
out incident.

• A citizen reported the 
keys to his vehicle were 
missing. While speak-
ing with the reporting 
person, he advised he 
believed the keys were 
stolen by his tenants. 

He advised he had the 
keys this morning but 
then they went missing 
when his tenants left the 
residence. Two suspects 
have been identified in 
this incident.   

• A citizen reported 
his boat had caught fire. 
The boat is a 18-foot Sea 
Pro and was deemed a 
total loss.  

THURSday, SEPT. 25

• A traffic stop was 
conducted on a vehicle 
for stolen tag displayed 
out of Leon County. The 
driver stated he had pur-
chased the vehicle from 
his friend who owns a 
small car lot in Talla-
hassee. It was further 
learned his friend and 
business partner were 
having troubles and he 
was unaware tag was 
reported stolen. LCSO 
removed the tag from 
NCIC/FCIC as stolen 
and was turned over to 
DHSMV. The driver had 

no idea the tag was en-
tered as stolen and was 
released from the scene. 

FRIday, SEPT. 26

• Deputy Jackson 
Kittrell responded to 
Shadeville Road in refer-
ence to a criminal mis-
chief complaint. Contact 
was made with the job 
site superintendent who 
advised he was informed 
of possible damages 
to one of their proper-
ties from a contractor 
on site. Upon arrival, 
spilled paint was locat-
ed and multiple cabinet 
drawers appeared to be 
damaged. The damages 
totaled $650. There were 
no witnesses to the inci-
dent and no suspects at 
this time. Case forward-
ed to CID

Report suspicious or 
illegal activity at 850-
745-7100, or call 911 
for emergencies. 

Additional Public Notices appear on Page 3

PUBLIC NOTICES: 
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides 

this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not 
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
WAKULLA COUNTY 

SCHOOL BOARD

September 25, October 2, 9, 2025

Pre-qualified General Contractors are invited to bid 
on a General Contract for the ADA Sidewalk Additions 
in Crawfordville, Florida in accordance with Contract 
Documents.  All bids must be a lump sum basis; 
segregated Bids will not be accepted.

PROJECT:  ADA SIDEWALK ADDITIONS 
BID DATE:  OCTOBER 24, 2025
TIME:  2:00 p.m. local time
WCS BID NO. 2025-26:01

A  Pre-Bid conference will be held on OCTOBER 
2, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. at 69 Arran Rd, Crawfordville, 
FL 32327, and all bidders or their representatives 
are encouraged to be in attendance. The Pre-Bid 
Conference date is subject to change. 
The Wakulla County School Board will receive sealed 
bids until 2:00 p.m. local time on OCTOBER 24, 
2025. Bids received after this time will not be accepted. 
All qualified bidders are invited to attend the Bid 
Opening; Bids will be opened publicly and read aloud at 
the following location:

Wakulla County School Board Administration 
Building (Board Room) 69 Arran Rd., 

Crawfordville, FL 32327
Drawings and Specifications may be obtained 

by contacting: Emily Winston Clemons,             
Rutherford & Associates Phone: 850.385.6153 

ewinston@craarchitects.com
In accordance with the Instructions to Bidders upon 
receipt of $50 (non-refundable) per digital set. All 
materials furnished and all work performed shall be in 
accordance with Drawings and Specifications. Each Bid 
shall be addressed to:

Mr. Michael Barwick 
Chief of Facilities and Maintenance 

Wakulla County School Board 
Post Office Box 100 Crawfordville, FL 32327 

and be marked: 
1. Bids for ADA SIDEWALK ADDITIONS
2. (Name of Bidder)
3. (Address of Bidder)
4. (City, State, Zip Code) 
All bids shall be delivered by a representative of 
the Bidder or by registered mail with return receipt 
requested.  Bid security in the amount of five percent of 
the Bid must accompany each Bid in accordance with 
the Instruction to Bidders. 
The Owner reserves the right to waive irregularities and/
or informalities in any Bid and to reject any or all Bids in 
whole or part, with or without cause, and/or accept the 
Bid that in its judgment will be for the best interest of the 
Wakulla County School Board. 

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING (BOARD ROOM) 
69 ARRAN RD 
CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327 
MR. MICHAEL BARWICK 
CHIEF OF FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE

October 2, 2025

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Development
Panacea Area Water System, Inc.: Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact
AGENCY: USDA Rural Utilities Service (RUS) Water and Environmental Pro-
grams (WEP), USDA
ACTION: Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact.
SUMMARY: The RUS has made a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) with 
respect to a request for possible financing assistance to Panacea Area Water 
System Inc. for the water system improvements within the PAWS Service Area, 
Panacea, FL.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Anita DeSilva, Loan Specialist, 
Marianna Area Office, 2741 Penn Avenue Suite 5, Marianna, FL 32448, p: (850) 
633-646, e:anita.desilva@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Panacea Area Water System Inc. Panacea 
Area Water System, Inc. proposes to construct the following:
Part A Water Plant Improvements

The water plant work involves the following tasks: The proposed new well 8 
will be located at 2514 Coastal Hwy in Medart, FL.  The scope of work is to 
construct a 16” diameter Floridan Aquifer Well #8 approximately 150’ deep 
and install a 1200 GPM Vertical Turbine well pump and motor at the new well 
site including all site work, earthwork, piping, valves, fittings, test pump and 
performance testing, chemical feed pumps, instrumentation, electrical work, 
emergency generator and pre-cast concrete building.  The work also includes 
two (2) jack & bore crossings of US Hwy 98, connection to the existing 8-inch 
watermain that interconnects PAWS with the Town of Sopchoppy and clear-
ance testing for regulatory agency approval.

Part B Water Distribution System Improvements
The water distribution system work involves the following: Water main replace-
ment work of installing approximately 7,630 linear feet of 6-inch diameter PVC 
water main, and grout-filling and abandoning approximately 6,000 linear feet 
of asbestos-cement pipe on Clark Dr, Rock Landing Rd, and Rock Landing 
Rd, and reconnecting existing branch watermains, fire hydrants, and customer 
service lines.  Install approximately 2,500 linear feet of 2-inch diameter water 
mains to loop the existing, smaller 1-inch diameter water mains located on 
Walker St, Mound St, Piney St, Division St, Paradise Ln, Mississippi Ave, 
Chipola Ave, Withlacoochee Ave, and Swannee Ave. Also, the work take place 
at the Otter Creek Bridge just west of 2273 Surf Rd (CR 372) and will involve 
directional drilling approximately 650 linear feet of 10-inch diameter HDPE 
water main beneath Otter Creek Rise, connect to an existing 10-inch water 
main on either side of the CR 327 bridge and clear the new pipeline for active 
service. The work includes demolishing and removal of approximately 550 
linear feet of underground and above-ground pipe located within the road right 
of way and what is attached to the existing bridge.

Alternatives considered by RUS and Panacea Area Water System, Inc. include the 
No action Alternative. Other alternatives were evaluated; however, the proposed 
project site is the only practicable location, as it must be in proximity to the existing 
Panacea AWS. A full discussion of the alternatives is provided in the Panacea 
AWS EA. The RUS has reviewed and approved the EA for the proposed project. 
The availability of the EA for public review was announced via notice in the follow-
ing newspaper(s): The Wakulla Sun Newspaper on September 4th and September 
11th, 2025. A 14-day comment period was announced in the newspaper notice(s). 
The EA was also available for public review at the USDA Rural Development office 
and website as well as Panacea Area Water System offices. No comments have 
been received. 
Based on its EA, commitments made by Panacea Area Water System, Inc., RUS 
has concluded that the project would have no significant impact (or no impacts) on 
floodplains, biological resources, cultural resources, water quality, wetlands, land 
use, aesthetics, transportation, or human health and safety. 
Please note that a portion of this project will be located within a floodplain, and 
the Environmental Assessment includes mitigation measures to address any 
potential impact. The proposed project will have no adverse effect on resources 
listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The Agency 
has also concluded that the proposed project is not likely to affect federally listed 
threatened and endangered species or designated critical habitat thereof, when 
conservation measures are observed. 
No other potential significant impacts resulting from the proposed project have 
been identified. Therefore, RUS has determined that this FONSI fulfills its obliga-
tions under the National Environmental Policy Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.), the Council on Environmental Quality Regulations (40 CFR §§ 1500-1508), 
and USDA Rural Development’s Environmental Policies and Procedures (7 CFR 
Part 1970) for its action related to the project. 
RUS is satisfied that the environmental impacts of the proposed project have been 
adequately addressed. RUS federal action would not result in significant impacts 
to the quality of the human environment, and as such it will not prepare an Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement for its action related to the proposed project.

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Chartered 
Financial Consultant®

926-7487

Financial Products 
/ Services
Investments
Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Financial Products 

Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA, 
SIPC. Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents and employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affi liated 
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

RICP®

RETIREMENT
INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
nation is issued by The American College after acquiring 

specialized knowledge on advanced re-
tirement and estate planning strategies.

Leave 
Nothing 

But Your Footprints
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USE THE NEWS
1. AMELIA

 EARHART FILES 
TO BE UNSEALED

President Trump 
has announced that 
the government will 
release secret files 
about Amelia Ear-
hart, a famous pi-
lot who disappeared 
nearly 90 years ago. 
Earhart was try-
ing to become the 
first woman to fly 
all the way around 
the world when her 
plane vanished over 
the Pacific Ocean in 
1937. Most experts 
believe she ran out of 
gas and crashed into 
the sea, but people 
have wondered for 
decades if something 
else happened. The 
government spent $4 
million searching for 
her, the most ever 
at that time, but no 
one ever found her 
or her plane. His-
torians are excited 
that new documents 
might tell us more 
about Earhart’s final 
flight and remind us 
of her brave accom-
plishments in avia-
tion. Using resources 
in your classroom or 
the internet, look up 
Amelia Earhart’s ac-
complishments and 
disappearance. Write 
3–4 sentences com-
paring Amelia Ear-
hart to another ex-
plorer or adventurer 
you’ve learned about 
(like astronauts, 
mountain climbers, 
or sea explorers). 
How were their jour-
neys similar? How 
were they different?

2. DAIRY MYTHS 
UNWRAPPED

Many people in the 
United States love 
milk, cheese, yogurt, 
and ice cream, but 
experts say there 
are a lot of myths 
about dairy. Some 
people think milk is 
the only way to get 
strong bones, but 
you can get calcium 
and other nutrients 
from foods like fish 
and leafy greens too. 
Others believe low-
fat dairy is always 
better, but scientists 
say either low-fat or 
whole milk can be 
healthy depending 
on your needs. Plant 
milks, like almond 
or oat milk, aren’t 
always more nutri-
tious than cow’s milk 
because they can 
have less protein or 
added sugar. People 
with lactose intol-
erance don’t always 
have to avoid dairy 
– they can choose 
lactose-free products 
or eat foods like hard 
cheese or yogurt that 
are easier to digest. 
Finally, raw milk 

may sound healthy, 
but it can carry dan-
gerous germs, so 
pasteurized milk is 
much safer. Create 
a colorful poster for 
your school cafete-
ria that busts one 
of the dairy myths 
you read about. In 
one sentence, write 
the myth at the top. 
Underneath, write 
one or two sentenc-
es showing the real 
truth. Add a drawing 
of a food that match-
es your myth.

3. NEW SATEL-
LITES TO WATCH 

THE SUN

Three new satel-
lites blasted off from 
Florida to study the 
sun and its powerful 
storms. Solar storms 
can cause beauti-
ful lights in the sky, 
called auroras, but 

they can also inter-
fere with radios, sat-
ellites, and even put 
astronauts in dan-
ger. NASA and NOAA 
worked together to 
launch the satellites 
on the same rocket, 
which saved money 
like a “cosmic car-
pool.” One satellite 
will study the edge 
of our solar system, 
another will watch 
Earth’s glowing out-
er atmosphere, and 
a third will keep 
track of the sun’s so-
lar wind. These new 
tools will help scien-
tists give warnings 
before dangerous so-
lar storms, which will 
help protect astro-
nauts and people on 
Earth. Pretend you 
are a weather report-
er giving a forecast, 
but instead of Earth’s 
weather, you’re re-
porting on the sun. 

Write 3–4 sentences 
about what your sat-
ellites are watching 
and why it matters 
for people and astro-
nauts.

4. ANCIENT 
SPEAR-THROWING 

TOOL MAKES A 
COMEBACK

In Vermont, peo-
ple gathered recent-
ly to take part in the 
Northeast Open At-
latl Championship. 
An atlatl is an an-
cient tool humans 
invented thousands 
of years ago to throw 
spears farther and 
faster. Long ago, 
hunters used atlatls 
to hunt giant animals 
like woolly mam-
moths. Today, fans 
of history and ar-
chaeology use them 
for fun and to learn 
what life was like 
in the past. At the 
competition, people 
of all ages practiced 

throwing darts with 
atlatls, aiming for 
targets and testing 
their distance. Some 
throws can reach 
more than 800 feet! 
For many, the event 
is both a sport and a 
way to connect with 
history. Write 3–4 
sentences making a 
timeline of how the 
atlatl was used: first 
by ancient hunters, 
then rediscovered 
by archaeologists, 
and now used in fun 
competitions. Draw a 
picture of what an at-
latl might look like in 
each stage of history.

5. NEW ZEALAND 
FALCON WINS 

BIRD OF THE YEAR

Every year, peo-
ple in New Zealand 
vote for their favorite 
native bird in a spe-
cial contest called 
Bird of the Year. 
This year’s winner 
was the karearea, or 

New Zealand falcon, 
a fast and powerful 
bird that can swoop 
at over 120 miles 
per hour! The falcon 
is special but also 
threatened because 
it can lose its for-
est home or get hurt 
on power lines. The 
contest is fun, with 
people making post-
ers, costumes, and 
even silly jokes to 
support their favor-
ite birds. But it also 
has a serious pur-
pose – to remind peo-
ple that many of New 
Zealand’s birds are 
in danger and need 
protection. Choose 
one of New Zealand’s 
birds (it could be the 
falcon or another 
bird you like). Write 
2–3 sentences ex-
plaining why people 
should vote for your 
bird in the contest. 
Then, draw a color-
ful campaign poster 
to go with your mes-
sage.
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Home of The $5 classified ad

Services ad 2x2 for just $12.50

Classifieds 
Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 
email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

DISPLAY 
ADS

PER
COL
INCH 

$5

NOTICE of action

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

LEATHER REPAIR / 
REFURBISH
850-766-4562 

www.allcornleather.com
John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

SERVICES

YARD SALES

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

4,500 Sq. Ft. COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING for  Lease. Brand 

New Construction, ½ mile from 
High School on 5 Acres. Call 

David McQuary, Broker / Owner 
850-510-1035.

Multi-Family Yard Sale 
Sat. 10/4 8am -12 noon, 

7  Cardinal Ct, Songbird Subdi-
vision, Crawfordville, FL. 

Furniture, vintage items, house-
hold items, small appliances, 

adult/kids clothing, books, xmas 
items, golf items and more.

INDOOR MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE
Oct. 4th -  50 Ochlockonee 

Street, Crawfordville.
9a.m. to 1p.m

Christmas items and MUCH more. 

3,600 Sq. Ft. New Commercial 
Building SEEKING – 

OPERATOR / MANAGER or 
OWNER. Great  location for a 

DAYCARE CENTER 
On 5 beautiful fenced acres with 

playground ½ mile from high 
school. Call Davis McQuary 

Broker / Owner 850-510-1035.

Real Estate for Lease

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on
TREE TRIMMING 
and REMOVAL

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

• Storm Damage 
• Tree Preservation 
Michael Mongeon

ISA Certified  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment 

Qualified 850-421-8104

Tree trimming

850-566-9293 CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com • LarsonPark.com

Carol Ann 
Williams

Specializing in 
Wakulla Co., Leon Co. 

and Franklin Co. Broker Associate,-
Realtor  

Local In-Person S e r v i c e • Or email or text me

arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Listing Properties for 
Sale or Manage!

NOTICE of SAle

NOTICE of application for tax deed

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

Member of Chamber of 
Commerce and the 

Better Business Bureau

• Quality Residential and Commercial 
Repainting

• Pressure Washing

• Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs

• Deck Restoration

• Cabinet Painting

Locally Owned 
& Operated 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993
Member of Chamber of 

Better Business Bureaulicensed & insured
Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR TAX DEED

TAX DEED FILE NO. 2025 TXD 040
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that MIkON FINANCIAL SERvICES INC 
AND OCEAN BANk The holder of the following tax certificate has 
filed the certificate for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The certificate 
number and year of issuance, the description of the property, and the 
names in which it was assessed are as follows:

Certificate #: 624 Date of Issuance: June 1, 2022

Parcel #: 00-00-005-000-06246-000
Description of Property:
Lot 5 HS p-14-m-3 
an undivided 1/4 interest in James Hawkins land in Lot 5
DB 26 P 146
Name in which assessed B&R HAwkINS/ JQ MCPHERSON C/O 
BERTRAM LITTLE said property being in the County of Wakulla, 
State of Florida. Unless suchcertificate shall be redeemed according 
to law the property described in such certificate shall be sold to the 
highest bidder in the Wakulla Co.Courthouseon: November 19, 2025 
at 10:00 A.M. All bidders must pre-register in the OR Dept. prior to 
9:45 P.M. to participate in the auction.

September 5, 2025

Signature: Greg James, Clerk 
By: D. Dee, Deputy Clerk
Clerk of Circuit Court, Wakulla County, Florida

Published on September 11, 18, 25, October 2, 2025

Oasis Pool Services, LLC
Quality Pool Cleaning

Affordable Pricing
FREE ESTIMATES

772-486-8110
Locally Owned & Operated

Pool Service

AMANDA STRICKLAND

(448) 666-3881 
CALL/TEXT TODAY 

FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE! 

Non-Judgmental
Reasonably Priced

E�  cient
Lic & Insured

S T O R A G E
AB C

519-5128 • 508-5177 - 3743 Crawfordville Hwy 
2 MILES SOUTH OF THE COURTHOUSE

Mini-Warehouses - Boats - RV’s 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

MIDFIRST BANK,
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
MARIAH LEE HAYNE VERNON F/K/A MARIAH LEEHAYNE REVELL 
A/K/A MARIAH REVELL; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MARIAH LEE HAYNE 
VERNON F/K/A MARIAH LEEHAYNE REVELL A/K/A MARIAH REVELL; 
CYNTHIA LEE WHITE A/K/A CYNTHIA WHITE; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
CYNTHIA LEE WHITE A/K/A CYNTHIA WHITE; UNKNOWN TENANT 1; 
UNKNOWN TENANT 2; CMH HOMES, INC. D/B/A CLAYTON HOMES,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
entered on September 16, 2025, in this cause, in the Circuit Court of Wakulla 
County, Florida, the clerk shall sell the property situated in Wakulla County, 
Florida, described as:

LOT 14, BULL SINK SUBDIVISION, AS PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 21, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
TOGETHER WITH A MOBILE HOME LOCATED THEREON AS 
A PERMANENT FIXTURE AND APPURTENANCE THERETO, 
DESCRIBED AS: A 2022 MANUFACTURER/MAKE: CLAYTON 
HOMES/CMH APPALACHIA MODEL: FARMHOUSE BREEZE 72 
DOUBLEWIDE MOBILE HOME, SERIAL #CAP038807TNAB.
a/k/a 59 SINK DR, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327-3577 

at public sale, to the highest and best bidder, for cash, in the front lobby 
of the Wakulla County Courthouse located at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327, on October 23, 2025 beginning at 11:00 AM.
Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than 
the property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim before 
the clerk reports the surplus as unclaimed.

DATED THIS  22ND DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2025.
{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James 
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

Oct. 2, 9, 2025

Case #: 24000042CAAXMX

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 
of certain assistance.  Please contact Court Administration at Wakulla County 
Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Florida 32327-0337, 850-
926-0905 telephone, within two working days of your receipt of this notice; if you 
are hearing impaired, call 1-800-955-8771; if you are voice impaired, call 1-800-955-
8770.

CO

CLERK
OF THE

C
IRC U IT  C O URT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 24000042CAAXMX

MIDFIRST BANK

 Plaintiff,

v.

MARIAH LEE HAYNE VERNON F/K/A MA-
RIAH LEEHAYNE REVELL A/K/A MARIAH 
REVELL; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MARIAH 
LEE HAYNE VERNON F/K/A MARIAH LEE-
HAYNE REVELL A/K/A MARIAH REVELL; 
CYNTHIA LEE WHITE A/K/A CYNTHIA 
WHITE; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF CYNTHIA 
LEE WHITE A/K/A CYNTHIA WHITE; UN-
KNOWN TENANT 1; UNKNOWN TENANT 2; 
CMH HOMES, INC. D/B/A CLAYTON HOMES

 Defendants.
       /

NOTICE OF SALE

 Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure 

entered on September 16, 2025, in this cause, in the Circuit Court of Wakulla 

County, Florida, the clerk shall sell the property situated in Wakulla County, Flor-

ida, described as:

LOT 14, BULL SINK SUBDIVISION, AS PER MAP OR PLAT THERE-
OF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 21, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

TOGETHER WITH A MOBILE HOME LOCATED THEREON AS 
A PERMANENT FIXTURE AND APPURTENANCE THERETO, 
DESCRIBED AS: A 2022 MANUFACTURER/MAKE: CLAYTON 
HOMES/CMH APPALACHIA MODEL: FARMHOUSE BREEZE 72 
DOUBLEWIDE MOBILE HOME, SERIAL #CAP038807TNAB.

a/k/a 59 SINK DR, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327-3577

at public sale, to the highest and best bidder, for cash, in the front lobby of the 

Wakulla County Courthouse located at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawford-

ville, FL 32327, on October 23, 2025 beginning at 11:00 AM.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 

property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim before the clerk 

reports the surplus as unclaimed.

 Dated this ________ day of _________________, 2025.

      Greg James
      Clerk of the Circuit Court
(Seal)
      By:__________________________
_____
      Deputy Clerk
  

     Please Publish in: Wakulla News
     PUBLICATION DATES:
Invoice to:
eXL Legal, PLLC
12425 28TH ST NORTH, STE. 200
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33716-1826
EFILING@EXLLEGAL.COM

Email proof of copy to salesvendors@exllegal.com

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

APEX LAND HOLDINGS, LLC, a Utah limited liability
company, as Trustee ofthe Florida No. 174 Land Trust,
     and
NICHOLAS LOUIS BRINO, JR. and
KIMBERLY BRINO,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
entered on August 25, 2025 in Case No. 25-CC-50 in the County Court of 
the Second Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida wherein APEX 
LAND HOLDINGS, LLC, a Utah limited liability company, as Trustee of the 
Florida No. 174 Land Trust is the Plaintiff and NICHOLAS LOUIS BRINO 
and KIMBERLY BRINO are the Defendants. The Clerk of the Court will sell 
to the highest bidder for cash at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, 
FL 32327 on October 2, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. the following described real 
property:
Lot 61 of PALMETTO SUBDIVISION PHASE II, a subdivision according to 
the map or plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 6, Page 20, of the Public 
Records of Wakulla County, Florida
More commonly known as: 174 Shelby Drive, Crawfordsville, FL 32327
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE 
SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE 
DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM NO LATER THAN 
THE DATE THAT THE CLERK REPORTS THE FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED.
ATTORNEY/COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF:
/s/ Vestalia Aylsworth
Vestalia Aylsworth, Esq.
Law Office of Vestalia Aylsworth
21101 SW 198 Ave
Miami, FL 33187
Telephone: (305) 282-6020
vestalia@live.com
Fla. BarNo. 111007

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James 
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Ethan Brown 
As Deputy Clerk

Sept. 11, 18, 25, Oct. 2, 2025

Case #: 25-CC-50
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0918-1009 TWS NOA
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIR-
CUIT JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 25DR304

ELIZABETH SMITH,  
 PETITIonEr,

     And

MICHAEL WArBUrTon,
 rESPondEnT.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
(NO CHILD OR FINANCIAL SUPPORT)

TO: MICHAEL WARBURTON, 2799 SAndLEWood drIVE S TALLA-
HASSEE, FL  32305.

YoU ArE noTIFIEd that an action for dissolution of marriage has 
been filed against you and that you are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any, to it on ELIZABETH SMITH whose ad-
dress is 2731 BLAIRSTONE RD L128 TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301 on 
or before 10/13/2025 and file the original with the clerk of this Court 
at 3056 CrAWFordVILLE HWY CrAWFordVILLE, FL 32327 before 
service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a 
default may be entered against you for t≠he relief demanded in 
the petition.
Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are 
available at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review 
these documents upon request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of 
your current address. (You may file Designation of Current Mail-
ing and E-Mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family 
Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed or 
e-mailed to the address(es) on record at the clerk’s office.
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, 
requires certain automatic disclosure of documents and informa-
tion. Failure to comply can result in sanctions, including dismissal 
or striking of pleadings.
WITnESS my hand and the seal of this Court this Sept. 8, 2025.

{{County Court Seal}} Greg James
As Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: /s/ Cathi Copeland 
As deputy Clerk

Published September 18, 25, October 2, 9, 2025
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FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Floating Flooring
Laminate 

& Vinyl

Installation Services:

Notice of Action

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 
GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

561-371-2848 

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

2931 Crawfordville Hwy.  
Next to DQ

Sean@gellislaw.com
www.GellisLaw.com
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Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

NOTICE of SAle

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

Home Improvement/Service
PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. Roach-
es, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spi-
ders and other pests. Locally owned 
and affordable. Call for a quote or 
inspection today 1-833-542-1732 
Have zip code of property ready 
when calling!
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 1-833-754-2465
Miscellaneous
Donate your vehicle to help find 
missing children and prevent ab-
duction. Fast free pickup, running 
or not, 24 hr response. No emission 
test required, maximum tax deduc-
tion. Support Find the Children, call: 
1-833-546-7050.
Medical
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 1-833-
661-3729
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! A cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - 
Only $99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-877-349-1243

Medical
STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! Reduce premiums 
and out-of-pocket costs while get-
ting the coverage you need! Call 
now for a competitive free quote. 
1-877-351-3442. Plus... Income 
based government subsidies are 
available for those that qualify!
Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-
0211
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-6789
We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-321-603-3026

florida press services, Inc. statewide classifieds

CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Native American peo-
ple of CA
  5. Long periods of time 
(Brit.)
 10. Classroom tool
 12. Rods
 14. One who renews
 16. They start the alpha-
bet
 18. Periodical (slang)
 19. Smooth singer Cole
 20. Dorsal sclerites in 
insects
 22. One from Utah
 23. The world of the 
dead
 25. Singer Redding
 26. Mafia head
 27. Wrongly
 28. Unhappy
 30. Anger
 31. Dark olive black
 33. Places to sit and eat
 35. Made a mistake
 37. Damp
 38. Banned fuel type
 40. Actor Damon
 41. What thespians do
 42. A polite address for a 
woman
 44. Disallow
 45. Swiss river
 48. A banana has one
 50. Afrikaans
 52. Relative biological 
effectiveness (abbr.)
 53. Agave
 55. Journalist Tarbell
 56. One-time tech leader
 57. Incidentally (abbr.)
 58. Intestinal bacterium
 63. Loose sheats around 
the spinal cord
 65. Accompanies nook
 66. Vogue
 67. Highly excited
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Witch
  2. Utilize
  3. Writing utensil
  4. Where rockers work
  5. Becomes less intense
  6. Consume
  7. Type of catfish

  

8. “Horsetown, U.S.A.”
  9. Atomic #50
 10. The Muse of lyric 
poetry
 11. Brings back to life
 13. Humorous critiques
 15. Cool!
 17. Worst
 18. Wet dirt
 21. Useful
 23. Hebrew unit of liquid 
capacity
 24. High schoolers’ test
 27. Internet device
 29. City in India
 32. A place to rest
 34. Chat responder
 35. A way to move on
 36. What consumers are 
given
 39. Digital audiotape
 40. More (Spanish)
 43. Disfigured
 44. White (Spanish)
 46. Church building
 47. Georgia rockers
 49. Surgeon’s tool
 51. “Much __ about 
nothing”
 54. Make by braiding
 59. Local area network
 60. Unit of work
 61. Indigenous person of 
Thailand
 62. Liquefied natural gas
 64. Distance to top
 

Crossword_

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in 
the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

TM

TEACH A KID THE  
TRUTH ABOUT DRUGS  

AND WE DON’T JUST HAVE  
A SMARTER KID. 

WE HAVE A BRIGHTER FUTURE.
Let’s get to our children before  

the drug dealers do.

Let’s tell them about the incredible low 
after the fleeting high. 

Let’s make sure their birthday candles 
have higher numbers.

DrugFreeWorld.org
Let’s better the world.

© 2024 Foundation for a Drug-Free World. All Rights Reserved. The Foundation for a Drug-Free World Logo is a trademark owned by the Foundation for a Drug-Free World 
and is used with its permission. #S001419

23-08-4DC-a-SMP-en_US-DFW PSA Print Ads_Spreads.indd   1-2 1/3/24   10:30 PM

IN THE 2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR WAKULLA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA

VANDERBILT MORTGAGE 
AND FINANCE, INC.,
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
MARYLYNN M. HARPER; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MARYLYNN M. 
HARPER; BENNIE MAE MILLER; and UNKNOWN TENANT,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment dated September 
11, 2025, entered in Case No. 2025-CA-000057 of the Circuit Court in and 
for Wakulla County, Florida, wherein MARYLYNN M. HARPER, BENNIE 
MAE MILLER, and UNKNOWN TENANT n/k/a Mike are the Defendants, 
that Greg James, the Clerk of Court, will sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash, in person at at the Wakulla County Courthouse on the first floor in 
lobby at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Fl 32327, on November 
13, 2025 at 11:00 AM, the following described real property as set forth in 
the Final Judgment:

Legal: BEGIN AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THAT CERTAIN 
TRACT OF LAND CONVEYED TO C. K. GREEN BY JOHN C. HODGE 
BY DEED DATED NOVEMBER 29, 1941 AND RECORDED CN PAGE 
10 OF DEED BOOK 26 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND RUN WEST ALONG THE NORTH 
BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID TRACT OF LAND THE DISTANCE 
OF 50 FEET, THENCE RUN SOUTH PARALLEL WITH THE EAST 
BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID TRACT OF LAND THE DISTANCE OF 300 
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO THE NORTH BOUNDARY LINE OF U.S. 
HIGHWAY NO. 319 (OLD STATE ROAD NO. 10), THENCE RUN EAST 
ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY OF SAID 
U.S. #319 THE DISTANCE OF 50 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO THE 
EAST BOUNDARY LINE OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED TRACT OF 
LAND, THENCE RUN NORTH ALONG THE EAST BOUNDARY LINE 
OF SAID TRACT OF LAND 300 FEET, MORE OR LESS 10 THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING, BEING IN THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW 1/4 OF SW 1/4) OF SECTION FOUR 
(4), TOWNSHIP FIVE (5) SOUTH, RANGE TWO (2) WEST. 
TOGETHER WITH A 1999 HOMES OF MERIT 28x48 MANUFACTURED 
HOME  BEARING VIN/SERIAL NOS: DCA M763-D1409B.

NOTICE IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING A RIGHT TO FUNDS 
REMAINING AFTER THE SALE, YOU MUST FILE A CLAIM WITH THE 
CLERK NO LATER THAN THE DATE THAT THE CLERK REPORTS THE 
FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED.  IF YOU FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU WILL 
NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY REMAINING FUNDS.  AFTER THE FUNDS 
ARE REPORTED AS UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER OF RECORD AS 
OF THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM THE SURPLUS.

DATED THIS  26TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2025.
{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James 
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Wakulla County, Florida
By: /s/ Rachel Howard 
As Deputy Clerk

Oct. 2, 9, 2025

Case #: 2025-CA-000057

NOTICE: If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the 
provision of certain assistance.  Please contact Court Administration at Wakulla 
County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Florida 32327-
0337, 850-926-0905 telephone, within two working days of your receipt of this 
notice; if you are hearing impaired, call 1-800-955-8771; if you are voice impaired, 
call 1-800-955-8770.
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C E L E B R AT I N G 
20 YEARS 
OF LEGAL EXCELLENCE

Thank You 
Wakulla County!

LoweLegalAndTitle.com  
850.926.8245
68-A Feli Way, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Lowe Legal & Title provides comprehensive legal 
support to individuals and businesses in Leon, 

Wakulla, and surrounding counties. Our full-service 
firm delivers tailored legal solutions with precision 
and care. With extensive experience across various 

areas of law, we ensure our clients' diverse legal 
needs are met with expertise and dedication.
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850-926-9100
WPTPROPERTIES.COM

“Let Waypoint Properties help 
you find your way home...”

Next game:
On Friday,  Oct. 3

� e War Eagles travel to Fort Walton 
Beach to take on the Vikings at 7  p.m.

War Eagles beat Suwannee,30-23
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Editor

The Wakulla War 
Eagles got themselves 
where they want to be: 
a winning record and 
a win over district rival 
Suwannee.
The War Eagles are 

3-2 and 1-0 in the 
district with Friday 
night’s 30-23 win over 
the Bulldogs.
“It was really spe-

cial how they fought,” 
said Head Coach Scott 
Klees of the win. “The 
hard work is paying off 
and every single game 
they’re giving it every-
thing they’ve got.”
Late in the game, 

after Suwannee took 
the lead 23-22, the 
War Eagles came right 
back with a touch-
down and 2-point con-
version to regain the 
lead, 30-23.
Whi le  the  Bul l -

dogs didn’t give up, 
it seemed their confi-
dence was sapped. 
The v ictory was 

sealed with a Jarrell 
Washington intercep-
tion at the end of the 
game, and the War Ea-
gles ran out the clock.
At the same time, 

the War Eagles are fac-
ing a spate of injuries: 
kicker Logan Smith 
pulled a quad and 
couldn’t play, meaning 
the War Eagles had to 
go for 2 after every 
touchdown. Defensive 
back Bryce Manning 
was out for the whole 
second half; and run-

ning back and receiver 
Jordan Barnes who 
has had big games all 
season long, was hob-
bled with a sore ankle 
that was all taped up 
in the second half, and 
yet he still played and 
scored.
“We’ll have to see 

how those guys are on 
Monday,” Klees said. 

GAME STATS

Quarterback Owen 
K lees  was  named 
MVP for the game: 
He earned it on the 
ground and in the air. 
He rushed 12 times for 
90 yards and a touch-
down; and completed 
16 of 21 passes for 
251 yards.
Offensive Player of 

the Week was run-
ning back Jeremiah 

Washington who had 
14 carries for 63 yards 
and a touchdwon.
Defensive Player of 

the Week was line-
backer Derek Davis 
with 13 tackles.
And Special Team 

Player of the Week 
was Jarrell Randolph 
who had three tackles 

on special teams; two 
tackles on defense 
plus two intercep-
tions; and 5 catches 
for 82 yards on of-
fense. He had an all-
around good game.

UP NEXT: FORT 
WALTON BEACH 

VIKINGS

Fort Walton Beach 
is 1-5 on the season, 
but  Klees warned 
“They ’ve  p layed a 
tough schedule.”
The Vikings are 

extremely good on 
defense and special 
teams, Klees said, and 
the offense is physical 
– they can throw and 
run it.
“We have  to  be 

sharp, we have to stay 
focused,” he said. The 
Viking defense has 
kept opponents under  
20 points.
Problems with stay-

ing focused include 
the 3-hour ride over 
there.
And the additional 

problem that this is 
a potential trap game 
where the team po-
tentially looks past 
the Vikings and to the 
following week when 
the War Eagles play 
district rival Godby.
Godby is 2-0 in the 

district with victories 
over Suwannee and 
Baker County. 
But Klees is warning 

that the War Eagles 
need the win against 
Fort Walton Beach for 
the power rankings. 
He also noted that 

injuries have taken a 
toll on his team, and 
they’re in a “next man 
up” mentality.

Brought to you by:

COACH
Scott Klees

from the Coach
Last week: Big district win over Suwannee. Hard work pay-
ing o� , guys giving it everything they’ve got.
Scouting: Fort Walton Beach have played tough schedule. 
Need the win for power ranking. 
Key to victory; War Eagles have to stay focused. It’s a poten-
tial trap game if the team looks past this week to next week’s 
big showdown with Godby. And have to stay healthy.

3  Y
3  Y

Coaches Corner
brought to you by

3youtdoorequipmentcrawfordville.stihldealer.net

850- 926- 3300   
2219 Crawfordville HWY. Crawfordville   

LET’S MOW DOWN THE COMPETITION

War Eagle running back Jeremiah Washington goes in for the touchdown.

War Eagle quarterback Owen Klees running the ball. He had 12 carries for 90 yards, a 
touchdown and 2-point conversion in the game.  He also passed for 251 yards.

WEEKLY WAR EAGLE  
GAME HIGHLIGHTS
on the Wakulla Report,
Wolf 103.1, ESPN 97.9 
and WAVE 94.1!

PHOTOS THIS PAGE, AND 
FRONT PAGE CLUE-IN 

BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN

DEREK DAVIS
Linebacker

JEREMIAH WASHINGTON
Running back

OWEN KLEES
Quarterback

JARRELL RANDOLPH
Back

O� enseMVP Defense Special Teams

DOD WALKER
Realtor

850-509-5301 Cell
DOD@WPTPROPERTIES.COM
WWW.WPTPROPERTIES.COM

Proud sponsor 
of players of 
the week.

WAR EAGLES
FOOTBALL

All games live
on 94.1 FM,

Wave94.com and
our free apps for

Apple and Android
Tune in after every game for the 
Total Care Dental Coach’s Show!

IS ON THE AIR
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