Thursday

Mostly Sunny

Hi: 77° Lo: 51°0 9%

Sunrise 7:31 AM
Sunset 5:44 PM

Letters to Santa/Section B

Mostly Sunny

Hi: 76° Lo: 57°0 9%
Sunrise 7:31 AM
Sunset 5:44 PM
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Weather forecast from Wakulla High School
Friday

Saturday

Partly Cloudy

Hi: 76° Lo: 57°® 9%
Sunrise 7:32 AM
Sunset 5:45 PM

Service of Remembrance

Family Funeral Home hosts the event, a benefit for Big Bend Hospice

t

couple of weeks ago,
but did not name the
inmate under investi-
gation because crim-
inal charges hadn’t
been filed.

Hollis was present-
ed with charges on
Dec. 12 and given a
first appearance on
Dec. 13.

Hollis had been ar-
rested in August on
charges of aggravated
assault with a firearm
and possession of a
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Inmate charged
with smuggling
gun into jail

James Hollis is charged with
smuggling contraband and
possession of a firearm by a felon

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Wakulla County Jail inmate James Hollis was
charged last week with smuggling a handgun
inside the secure area of the jail, and possession
of a firearm by a convicted felon.

The Sun first reported on the situation a

Inmate James Hollis is
charged with smuggling a
handgun into the jail.

Pastor David Allen offers words of encouragement for those
facing loss during the holiday season.
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Big Bend Hospice music therapist Ashley Hall performs a
ballad about remembering loved ones.

Wakulla County Christian Coalition members perform
Christmas numbers as a chorus.

Visiting Mr. Christmas

Photographer Perry Dissmore visited the nearest thing to
the North Pole in Crawfordville - 6 Cardinal Court - and
got a picture of Mr. Christmas (Jerry Boler), Lorelei, Shan-
non, Logan and Nick Chisler. Then he got a picture of his
wife and him in Santa’s sleigh. Merry Christmas! (Photos
by Perry Dissmore)

firearm by a convicted

felon for using a .22 revolver to shoot out the
window of the woman’s car. He was released
after posting a $2,500 bond, but was later
arrested for misdemeanor charges of resisting
without violence and violation of a domestic vio-
lence injunction and ordered held without bond.

According to a source who spoke with The
Sun, the inmate was reportedly in possession
of the handgun when he was arrested and the
gun was not found when he was searched by the
deputy making the arrest or by jail staff when
he was processed into the facility.

Correctional staff became aware of the firearm
in the jail when Hollis was taken out of the fa-
cility to receive medical treatment and another
inmate reported it.

Judge Flury is
assigned the
Mike Kemp case

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

Circuit Judge Ron Flury has been assigned to
the case of former County Commissoner Mike Kemp
after Wakulla Circuit Judge Layne Smith recused
himself.

Kemp, who faces fel-
ony charges of using a
public record to harass
and tampering with a
witness, has been set
to go to trial in March.

Judge Smith recused
himself after some in-
temperate remarks di-
rected at attorneys in a
civil case — asking if he
should direct the bai-
liff in the courtroom to
shoot the attorneys and
expressing his frustra-
tion with them. One of the attorneys was Stephen
Webster, who is Kemp’s defense attorney.

Acting Chief Judge Stephen Everett signed the
order appointing Judge Flury on Nov. 19.

Flury has been the circuit judge assigned to
Wakulla in the past, and served as chief prosecutor
in Wakulla before he was appointed to the bench
in 2012. Flury is currently assigned to Gadsden
County, which prompted some people on social me-
dia to post that Kemp’s trial would be moved there,
but that is not the case. There has not even been a
motion filed for a change in venue in Kemp’s case.

Kemp is charged with outing the wrong person in
trying to name a social media troll who was a fre-
quent critic. Kemp got the name from voting records,
thus the public records part of the charge.

Turn to Page 9

Circuit Judge Ron Flury will
oversee the Mike Kemp case.
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Owen Heller — 3rd grader, Rlversmk Elementary

Principal: Louis Heller
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Achievements/Reason for Nomination: Owen shows consis-
tent effort and never gives up. He is a role model by following
classroom expectations and shows leadership during group
work. Owen goes above and beyond expectations daily!

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned and Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304
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CCC1332583 M B 2026 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

Wakulla County B In-house, on the-spot financing,
Tax Collectors No Minimum Credit Score Required
Office and ZERO down for qualified buyers.
SPECIALTY TAGS All credit situations considered.
$15 - $30 additional

B Top dollar paid for your Trade-in,

to cost of tag. o
5 regardless of age or condition.

HOME OF THE
BLUE ANGELS
LICENSE PLATE

The revenue collected annually from the sale of the
Blue Angels specialty license plate will be distributed

to the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation, a Florida At Trqdemar k Homes...
nonprofit, to fund the maintenance, programs, you have f riends with LOW PRICES

marketing, and projects of the foundation, including -
the National Naval Aviation Museum and the National 1700 S. Jefferson St" Montlcello’ FL

Flight Academy in Pensacola. (850) 459-4864 ¢ call or text anytime

-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-
CustomiBuildlourHomelontinefatiiiwA rademarkHomesCenterGom
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4-H Clover Gala fundraiser is Jan. 29

Volunteer, Business/Organization of the Year to be named for support of local 4-H

By RACHEL PIENTA
4-H DIrector

4-H agent Rachel Pi-
enta announced that
Wakulla 4-H will honor
the 2025 Volunteer of
the Year and Business/
Organization of the
Year nominees at the
Clover Gala on Jan. 29.

This year’s nominees
for Volunteer of the
Year are:

e Jennifer Counce,
who has three children
enrolled in 4-H, leads
4-H clubs, and volun-
teers at numerous 4-H
programs.

e Jim Davishas
grandchildren enrolled
in 4-H, supports 4-H
with time and resourc-
es, and mentors 4-H
youth interested in en-
vironmental conserva-
tion through his work
with Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful.

eNovella Franklin:
serves on the Wakulla
4-H Advisory Council
and volunteers with nu-
merous 4-H programs.

* Desiree Mosley be-
gan her involvement as
a 4-H mom and con-
tinued her service after
her son graduated. She
serves on the 4-H Advi-
sory Council, as well as
volunteering with 4-H
clubs and numerous
programs.

e Amanda Mur-
phy-Gruebel is a 4-H
mom. She serves on the
4-H Advisory Council
and leads multiple 4-H
clubs. Murphy-Gruebel
was recognized as the
Volunteer of the Year at
the 2025 Clover Gala.

e Mike Pearson raised
three 4-H alumni. He
has coached 4-H shoot-
ing sports programs in
South Carolina and in

Wakulla County.

* Karen Zak is a
4-H parent with four
children enrolled in
the program. She also
co-leads a 4-H club
and serves on the 4-H
Advisory Council. She
supports multiple 4-H
programs throughout
the year.

The Business/Or-
ganization of the Year
nominees are:

e The City of Sop-
choppy invites Wakul-
la 4-H to present to
commissioners each
fallabout 4-H program-
ming. The commaission-
ers support Wakulla
4-H as an annual spon-
sor.

e The Friends of
Wakulla County Li-
brary partner with
Wakulla 4-H to host
the annual Wakulla
Wonderful event. The
40-foot History Walk
Timeline was sponsored
by the Friends and built
by Library staff and vol-
unteers.

*» Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful has
partnered with Wakul-
la 4-H on numerous
service projects and
supports 4-H with an
annual sponsorship.

* The Wakulla Coun-
ty Chamber of Com-
merce partners with
Wakulla 4-H to host
historical tours during
the Wakulla Wonderful
celebration. Numerous
Chamber members vol-
unteer with 4-H and
support the program
with annual sponsor-
ships.

* The Wakulla Coun-
ty Coalition for Youth
partners with 4-H to
support the Future
Leaders of Wakulla club
as well as numerous

service projects. The
Wakulla County Co-
alition for Youth has
supported 4-H with
resource investments,
including a purchase of
equipment for the 4-H
Skateboarding Club.
The 2025 Volunteer
of the Year and Busi-
ness/Organization of
the Year nominees
will be recognized at
the Wakulla 4-H Clo-
ver Gala hosted by

toss game, and pro-
fessional photography.
Proceeds from the Clo-
ver Gala support 4-H
programming.

What: Clover Gala
with silent auction, din-
ner, award program,
and dancing.

Time: 5:30 — 9:30
p.m.

Date: Jan. 29, 2026

Location: Wakulla
Springs Lodge

Suggested Attire:

PUBLIC NOTICES:

For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla Sun provides
this Public Notice Section for all Public Notices not
published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

https:
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ENROLLMENT

Contact Leslie Kelly 850-926-1841
Wakulla Adult Education

www.wakullaschooldistrict.or
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Recreation Director

In accordance with
Section 121.55, Florida

- Statutes, Wakulla

WA KULL A County Board of County
Commissioners intends
to designate the following position to

the Senior Management Service Class

in the Florida Retirement System: Golf &

December 18, 25, 2025

WAKULLA
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Notice of Public Meeting:

The Wakulla County Industrial Development Authority
will hold a Public Meeting on Wednesday, January 21,
2026, at 4:30p.m. in the Wakulla County Board of County
Commissioners Administration Conference Room, 3093
Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL., (850) 926-0919.

Purpose of Meeting:

UNT Y

To Discuss Financing & Refinancing of Projects for Pub-
lic Purposes, and for the Purpose of Fostering Economic
Development Pursuant to Ordinance #2016-5.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency,
or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting
or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that,
for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record
of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should
contact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners Ad-
ministration Office at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850)
926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at
ADARequest@mywakulla.com. December 25, 2025

Formal

Ticket Cost: $75 indi-
vidual/full table $800/
half table $400

Ticket sales are open!

https:/ /tinyurl.com/
WakullaCloverGala26

the Lodge at Wakulla
Springs on Thursday,
Jan. 29.

The event features
a delicious buffet din-
ner, a silent auction,
awards program, wine

FLORIDA
yJ PUBLIC NOTICES

City of Sopchoppy, Florida

Notice of Adoption of
Ordinances

The City Commission of the City of Sopchoppy gives notice of
its intent to adopt the following Ordinances:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SOPCHOPPY
AMENDING SECTION 14-1, CITY OF SOPCHOPPY
CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CODIFY CHARGES FOR
NEW MUNICIPAL FACILITIES, PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

AND

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SOPCHOPPY, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING
CONNECTION AND CAPACITY FEES, FIRE HYDRANT
AND FIRE SUPPRESSION REQUIREMENTS, DATA
LOG POLICIES, AND ROAD BORE RESPONSIBILITIES;
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS, SEVERABILITY, AND
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

A public hearing on the proposal Ordinances will be held on Monday,
January 12, 2026 at 6:30 p.m., or as soon as can be heard in the City
Hall, 105 Municipal Avenue, Sopchoppy, FL. A copy of either Ordinance
may be obtained and persons wishing to comment may do so in person
at the public hearing or by writing to the City of Sopchoppy, P.O. Box
1219, Sopchoppy, Florida 32358.

If an individual decides to appeal any decision made by the
commission with respect to this meeting, a verbatim transcript may be
required. If so, the individual should make provision for a transcript
to be made at the meeting, (RE: Florida Statute 286.0105). Pursuant
to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person
requiring special accommodation to participate in this meeting
is asked to advise the city at least 48 hours before the meeting by
contacting Ashley Schilling at the above address or by phone at 850-

962-4611. December 25, 2025

WAKULLA

Notice of Public Meeting:

The Wakulla County Historic Preservation Commit-
tee is holding a Public Meeting on Tuesday, January 20,
2026, at 3:30p.m. in the Wakulla County Board of County
Commissioners Administration Conference Room, 3093
Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL., (850) 926-0919.

Purpose of Meeting:

To review and make recommendations to the BOCC on
matters related to the designation, regulation and admin-
istration of historical, cultural and architectural resources
in the County based on the criteria set forth in Ordinance
#13-04.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency,
or commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting
or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that,
for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record
of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

Persons with a disability needing a special accommodation should
contact the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners Ad-
ministration Office at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850)
926-0919; Hearing & Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at
ADARequest@mywakulla.com. December 25, 2025

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

Pre-qualified General Contractors are invited
to bid on a General Contract for the Vestibule
Security Upgrade for Wakulla County Schools, in
Crawfordville, Florida in accordance with Contract
Documents. All bids must be a lump sum basis;
segregated Bids will not be accepted.

PROJECT: Vestibule Security Upgrade for
Wakulla Co. Schools

BID DATE: January 23, 2026
TIME: 2:00 p.m. local time

WCS BID NO. 2025/26-02

A Pre-Bid conference will be held on January 8, 2026 at 2:00
p-m. at 69 Arran Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327, and all bidders
or their representatives are encouraged to be in attendance.
The Pre-Bid Conference date is subject to change.

The Wakulla County School Board will receive sealed
bids until 2:00 p.m. local time on January 23, 2026. Bids
received after this time will not be accepted. All qualified
bidders are invited to attend the Bid Opening; Bids will be
opened publicly and read aloud at the following location:

Wakulla County School Board Administration Building
(Board Room)

69 Arran Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327
Drawings and Specifications may be obtained by contacting:
Emily Winston
Clemons, Rutherford & Associates
Phone: 850.385.6153
ewinston@craarchitects.com

In accordance with the Instructions to Bidders upon receipt of
$50 (non-refundable) per digital set. All materials furnished
and all work performed shall be in accordance with Drawings
and Specifications. Each Bid shall be addressed to:

Mr. Michael Barwick
Chief of Facilities and Maintenance
Wakulla County School Board
Post Office Box 100, Crawfordville, FL 32327
and be marked:

1. Bids for Vestibule Security Upgrade for Wakulla Co.
Schools

2. (Name of Bidder)

3. (Address of Bidder)

4. (City, State, Zip Code)
All bids shall be delivered by a representative of the Bidder or
by registered mail with return receipt requested. Bid security

in the amount of five percent of the Bid must accompany
each Bid in accordance with the Instruction to Bidders.

The Owner reserves the right to waive irregularities and/or
informalities in any Bid and to reject any or all Bids in whole
or part, with or without cause, and/or accept the Bid that in its
judgment will be for the best interest of the Wakulla County
School Board.

WAKULLA COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING (BOARD ROOM)
69 ARRAN RD
CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327
MR. MICHAEL BARWICK
CHIEF OF FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
CONCERNING AN APPLICATION
FOR LOCAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES
NOMINATION

The Wakulla County Historic Preservation Committee
and Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners
propose to consider the following application for a
local historic places nomination and has scheduled
Public Hearings on this nomination. A Public Hearing
before the Wakulla County Historic Preservation
Committee on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, beginning
at 3:30 P.M. to be held at the Wakulla County Board of
County Commissioners Administration conference room
located at 3093 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville,
FL 32327. There will also be a Public Hearing before
the Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners
on Monday, February 2, 2026, beginning at 6:00 PM,
or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard. This
public hearing will be held at the County Commission
Chambers located west of the County Courthouse at 29
Arran Road, Crawfordville, Florida 32327. Interested
parties are invited to attend and present testimony.

I
Site Map AL

STUMPS WAY

23-25-02W-000-01396-000

GUY STRICKLAND
ROAD

1. Application for National Register of Historic Places
Nomination

Property Owner: Pearce Cemetery Corporation

Applicant: Debra Jay
Proposal: Pearce Cemetery
Tax ID Number: 23-25-02W-000-01396-000
Existing FLU Map: Rural-2 (FLUE Policy 1.2.5)
Current Zoning: R-1 (Section 5-30, LDC)
FEMA Flood Info: “X” zone on Panel 0075E

Parcel size: 0.83 +/- acres

Guy Strickland Road

Hearings Required: Historic Preservation
Committee: Tuesday, January 20,2026 @ 3:30 PM
BOCC: Monday, February 2, 2026 @ 6:00 PM

If an individual wishes to submit documents or other materials
related to a matter before the Wakulla County Historical
Preservation Committee for consideration by the Historical
Preservation Committee at a public meeting, they are strongly
encouraged to submit copies of all such documents or other
materials to the Wakulla County Office of Planning and
Community Development at least 3 days prior to the date of
the meeting so that they can be provided to the Committee
Members. If an individual wishes to bring documents or
other materials for consideration by the Historic Preservation
Committee that were not previously provided to the Wakulla
County Office of Planning and Community Development in
accordance with the preceding sentence, they must bring at
least twelve (12) copies of each such document to the meeting.

Copies of applications, draft ordinances, and any related public
record files may be viewed at the County Planning Department
located at 11 Bream Fountain Road, Crawfordville, FL. 32327,
8 AM to 4:30 PM M/F; Phone (850) 926-3695. Any person
desiring to appeal a decision of a County Board must ensure
a verbatim transcript or copy is made of the testimony and
exhibits presented at said hearings. Persons with a disability
needing a special accommodation should contact the Wakulla
County Board of County Commissioners Administration Office
at least two (2) days prior to the meeting at (850) 926-0919;
Hearing and Voice Impaired at 1-800-955-8771; or email at

Location:

Dec 25, 2025, Jan, 1, 8, 2026

ADARgg!!gg@mgé@k!!llg_ggm. December 25, 2025
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-

of; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

Remembering Divemaster Gregg Stanton, who was honored by FSU Marine Lab

By FRANK STEPHENSON
Special to The Sun

One of most revered members of
the worldwide scientific diving com-
munity and prominent Wakulla citi-
zen and entrepreneur Gregg R. Stan-
ton has been paid a lasting tribute by
the FSU Coastal and Marine Labora-
tory.

Stanton, a Massachusetts native
who settled in Wakulla County in the
late 1970s, succumbed to a brief ill-
ness while living in Hawaii in 2024.
He was 76.

In a quiet ceremony attended by
his many friends and associates, a
permanent plaque was installed in a
unit of the marine lab that Stanton
knew best. The plaque commemo-
rates Stanton’s role in establishing
the lab’s first academic diving pro-
gram in 1975. Today, the program is
widely recognized as one of the most
successful advanced diving programs
in the country, specializing in train-
ing divers to conduct technical and
scientific diving operations in fields
ranging from oceanography to law
enforcement.

Specifically, Stanton’s name is now
affixed to the lab’s dive locker, which
houses a wide variety of special-
ized equipment available to qualified
students and faculty. The Gregg R.
Stanton Dive Locker is managed by
Chris Peters who now directs FSU’s
Academic Dive Program. Peters was
instrumental in arranging the tribute.

“I met Gregg in 2016, just a few
days after moving to Tallahassee to
take the position as FSU’s new Diving
Safety Officer,” he said. “He arrived
at the marine lab overflowing with ex-
perience and confidence—two things
he soon learned I was lacking. Fortu-
nately, being the generous person he
was, he was eager to share.”

Gregg Stanton, above, in
an undated photo. At right,
FSU Marine Lab Divemaster
Chris Peters with Stanton’s
son, Eric, at the naming cer-
emony of the dive locker at
the marine lab being named
for Gregg Stanton.

Peters credited William “Bill” F.
Herrnkind, now retired director of
the marine lab, with helping make
the dedication possible. Herrnkind,
a renowned marine biologist, hired
Stanton to set up and run the lab’s
dive program in 1975. During his
15-year tenure at the lab, Herrnkind
said that Stanton “supervised train-
ing, equipment collection and safety

protocols that enabled thousands of
FSU faculty, staff and students to ex-
plore the underwater world.”
Herrnkind said that in total, Stan-
ton participated in over 300 stu-
dent-driven aquatic projects and over

100 faculty projects. Those proj-
ects ranged from explorations of the
complex underwater cave system of
Wakulla County to diving under the

ice of Antarctica. In 2014, Stanton
was awarded the prestigious Con-
rad Limbaugh Prize by the American
Academy of Underwater Sciences for
his contributions to diving science.

Aside from his contributions to
acadmic diving, Stanton also was
generous with his time, knowledge
and energies in helping anyone inter-
ested in promoting public apprecia-
tion for and understanding of marine
ecosystems. In the early 1980s he
was instrumental in helping estab-
lish the Organization for Artificial
Reefs, a Tallahassee-based nonprofit
group that over the years has built
dozens of permanent artificial marine
habitats off the Wakulla and Franklin
County coasts.

After retiring from FSU in 2004,
Stanton established the Wakulla Dive
Center which soon became a magnet
for advanced students, faculty and
government specialists drawn from
all over the world. The center was
recognized for its cutting-edge train-
ing in advanced diving techniques,
particularly in the use of the latest
rebreather technologies and cave div-
ing.

Before he and his wife Ann re-
tired and moved to Hawaii in 2019,
Stanton had become a respected and
regular columnist for The Wakulla
News and later The Wakulla Sun. His
“Underwater Wakulla” column was a
popular element in the paper for 12
years.

“Gregg’s contributions to diving
science extend far beyond FSU, but
it’s here that I feel his impact,” Peters
said. “Twenty-five years of ambition
and a willingness to go where others
had not gone before. I can only imag-
ine how many wonderful stories he
had and shared with the thousands
of other divers he impacted along his
way.”

Library News

By LINDA OAKS
Library Director

Library News December 25th— De-
cember 31st

Thursday, December 25th

* Closed Christmas Holiday

Friday, December 26th

* Closed Christmas Holiday

Saturday, December 27th
e Closed

Sunday, December 28th

* Closed

Monday, December 29th

* No Programs

Tuesday, December 30th
* No Programs

Wednesday, December 31st
* Closed New Years Holiday

Thursday, December 25

« MERRY CHRISTMAS!
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets

at 6:30 p.m. every Thursday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

Friday, December 26
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at

noon and 8 p.m. every Friday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

Saturday, December 27

On the Horizon

Sunday, December 28

o Wakulla Giving Hands holds a
food giveaway every Sunday from
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the facility
across from Medart Elementary on
Highway 98.

Monday, December 29

o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at

6 p.m. and 8 p.m. every Monday at
54 Ochlockonee St.

« Gentle Yoga and Stetching Class,
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Calendar of events for the week of December 25

every Monday, 11 a.m. Wakulla
Community Center. Bring a mat.
Come early to sign in. Chair Yoga
participants welcome. $2 per class.
« Line Dancing Class is held at
Wakulla Dance Academy every
Monday from 7 to 9 p.m. $5 per
person. Wear dance shoes or ten-
nis shoes.

Tuesday, December 30

« Sopchoppy community dinner
is held every week at the Towles

House at 6:30 p.m.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at
6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, December 31
» New Year’s Eve.
o Alcoholics Anonymous meets at
noon and 6:30 p.m. every Wednes-
day at 54 Ochlockonee St.
Thursday, January 1, 2026

« HAPPY NEW YEAR!

SUPPORT COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

You can support The Wakulla Sun
with a tax-deductible donation to help
us cover the stories that matter to you.

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important
topics in our community.

Your contributions will equip our
newsroom to better serve you and all
our readers.

That means:

* More reporters on the street

* More local news about our com-
munity

* More local content on the environ-
ment and local businesses

A little bit goes a long way. With your
help, we can keep the presses running
through hard times.

We would very much appreciate your
contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation is
a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization with
its principal place of business in Florida.

The Florida Press Foundation is
registered to solicit charitable contri-
butions in Florida. Financial and other
information about the Florida Press
Foundation’s purpose, programs and
activities can be obtained by visiting
https:/ /floridapressfoundation.org or
by writing to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301.

We accept donations by card or
check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation
and write in the check memo line that
you want the donation to go to The
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 304,
Tallahassee FL 32301
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Tree service &
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If you are a business and want to be seen...
this is your spot to advertise!!!

Would you like to remind people that you are open for business,
have you moved, are you offering new products or services?

This is your spot to advertise!

Contact Lynda Kinsey 850-962-8019 . LKinsey@TheWakullaSun.com
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Wakulla Crossroads

By VERNA BROCK

Well, friends, as I write, we are
here on the shortest, darkest day of
the year. Starting tomorrow, every
day will be just a tad longer, with just
smidge more daylight. Whew! I am so
ready for lengthening days!

We are also four days from Christ-
mas, and I (and you, I suspect) find
myself casting back in my mind to
a lifetime of Christmas holiday cel-
ebrations. So many happy moments
filled with family and friends down
the decades.

I have had snow-filled days in
Michigan, sunny blue skies in Ha-
waii, and even snow in Florida! In
1960s Hawaii, where spruce and fir
trees were difficult to come by, my
family had the shiny aluminum ver-

with a rotating disc of many colors.
Behind the disc was a light bulb and
together they shined a multi-colored
rainbow upon the silvery tree. I have
no idea what became of that magi-
cal tree and its accompanying disc,
but it seemed so sophisticated when
I was 9 years old.

My winter wonderland Christmas-
es were equally magical, whether in
a lighthouse or on a strawberry farm.
Snow would have already blanketed
the landscape by December, leav-
ing deep drifts sculpted by the wind.
There were days when the blue sky
practically vibrated in the blindingly
bright reflection of glittering snow.

As far as the eye could see, the
countryside seemed liberally sprin-
kled with tiny diamonds winking in
the sunlight. Trees of every height

with the weight of inches of snow on
every limb. The air was crisp, but si-
lent, no birdsong or insects trilling in
the frigid morning. Jack Frost left his
handiwork across the windows, leav-
ing prismatic fern designs etched on
the windows.

Florida holidays can range from
warm and idyllic, to cold and snowy.
The advantage of celebrating in the
sunshine state was the proximity of
close family (not to be found in either
Hawaii or Michigan!). Each year we
would gather at one house or anoth-
er and share the best of meals! So
many excellent cooks, a bounty of
fresh fruit and vegetables harvested
in Florida, all enjoyed with a multi-
tude of aunts, uncles,cousins and
grandparents. The memories warm
me still.

I will never forget one Christmas
morning in Wakulla Station, begun
with a chilling church service in our
ancient wooden sanctuary. It was so

old as to lack insulation and cen-
tral heat and air. That morning we
all shivered through the hymns and
homily, our feet feeling like blocks of
ice. Before the service drew to a close,
the children in the congregation no-
ticed it was snowing just beyond the
drafty, single-paned windows. Sud-
denly the seeping cold was forgotten,
as every eye was fixed upon the win-
ter scene outside the building.

The pastor wisely wrapped up the
sermon, gave the benediction, and
everyone exited the building laugh-
ing in excitement. How rare an occa-
sion to have actual snow falling on
Christmas morning in North Florida!

But no matter where we celebrate,
it is always home as long as we can
share the joys with the people who
matter most to us.

Here’s to wishing each of you a
happy and cozy Christmas, Hanna-
kah, Kwanzaa and a prosperous New
Year!

sion. All the rage back then, it came

and variety stood,

limbs drooping

Sheriff's Report

This report is for ac-
tivity Dec. 12th to
There were 1,503 total
calls for service during
the week.

FRIDAY, DEC. 12
* No reports.
SATURDAY, DEC. 13

e Deputy Austin Riv-
ers responded to Com-
manche Road where a
motorcycle was located
in the ditch, contact was
made with the owner.
The owner responded
to the scene and signed
an affidavit for prosecu-
tion. The area was can-
vassed for surveillance
cameras, which were
reviewed, but a poten-
tial suspect was unable
to be identified. There
was minimal damage to
the motorcycle, which
was documented with
photographs. The owner
took possession of the
motorcycle on scene.

e Sgt. Heather Will
and Deputy Zachary
Munroe responded to
Gopher Scuffle Lane in
response to an attempt-
ed burglary. Upon ar-
rival, the reporting per-
son advised she heard
someone walk up to her
camper door before the
dogs on the property
scared them away. She
stated her grandson saw

a shadow of the person
at the door before the
individual fled. A search
of the area was done
without any success on
locating the individual.

SUNDAY, DEC. 14

. Deputy  Aimee
Hoagland responded to
the 100 block of H.T.
Adams Road and made
contact with the report-
ing person, who stated
someone drove around
on his property during
the night. The subject
was identified and he
was issued a trespass
warning.

MONDAY, DEC. 15

e Deputy Joshua
Parker conducted a
traffic stop on a vehicle
for following too close-
ly. Upon making con-
tact with the driver, the
odor of marijuana was
detected coming from
the interior of the ve-
hicle. After discovering
that neither occupant
possessed a medical
marijuana card, a prob-
able cause search was
conducted. During the
search, 17.7 grams of
marijuana was located,
seized and submitted
for destruction.

TUESDAY, DEC. 16

* Deputies responded
to Center Street in ref-
erence to a theft com-
plaint. Contact was
made with the report-
ing person who advised
she is the caretaker for
someone who resides
at the address. The
person’s morphine pre-
scription was recently
refilled on Dec. 14 and
the caretaker could not
locate the medication
since yesterday. She
advised a list of people
who visited the resi-
dence the day before. At
this time she does not
wish to pursue charges.

WEDNESDAY,
DEC. 17

e Deputy Zachary
Godwin responded to
Sea Breeze and made
contact with the report-
ing person, who stated
someone entered his
new construction home
and stole several power
tools valued at $1,070.
A possible suspect has
been identified. Case
forwarded to Criminal
Investigation Division.

* Deputy Austin Riv-
ers responded to ASAP
Appliance and Smoke
N Soul and made con-
tact with the reporting
person who stated an
unknown subject forced
entry into the rear of the
business and attempted
to enter the smoke shop
via the interior partisan
wall. Case forwarded to
CID.

THURSDAY, DEC. 18

e Deputy Zachary
Godwin responded to
the Wakulla Station
area in reference to a
suspicious person. Con-
tact was made with the
subject, who was deter-
mined to be in posses-
sion of methamphet-
amine. Case closed by
arrest

* Deputy Aimee Hoag-
land responded to Cara
Trail and made contact
with the reporting per-
son, who stated her Am-
azon package was stolen
from her front porch.
She stated she did not
wish to pursue charges
and only requested an
information report.

. Deputy  Aimee
Hoagland responded to
Garner Circle and made
contact with the report-
ing person, who stat-
ed representatives of
Wakulla Animal Group
came to her residence
and threatened to call
Law Enforcement on
her if she did not relin-
quish her dogs to them.
Possible suspects have
been identified. Case
forwarded to CID.

* Deputy Aimee Hoag-
land responded to Pub-
lix Pharmacy and made
contact with the phar-
macy supervisor, who
stated they were miss-
ing some prescriptions
and needed a report for
information.

FRIDAY, DEC. 19

¢ Deputy Ashton Wil-
liams and Deputy Lexi
Kreitlow responded to
Walmart in reference
to a theft complaint.
Contact was made with
Asset Protection Inves-
tigators, who advised
an unidentified male
and female entered the
business on Dec. 18
and exited the business
passing all points of
sale with multiple Nin-
ja products. The store
officials advised they
received an alert from
one of the emergency
exit doors and reviewed
the surveillance foot-
age from the time peri-
od. After reviewing the
footage, the suspects
can be seen exiting the
business and fleeing in
a black sedan.

* Deputy Lexi Kreit-
low responded to Shel-
by Circle in reference
to a theft complaint.
Contact was made with
the reporting person,
who advised she recent-

-~ HARRISON

ly relocated to the area
from Wisconsin and
utilized a moving com-
pany (Noble) to trans-
port her personal items.
The company is based
out of New Jersey and
picked up her items on
Aug. 30 and transport-
ed them to Florida. The
moving company deliv-
ered her items to her
new residence on Oct.
18. On Nov. 2, she no-
ticed some of her shoes
were no longer with
her delivered person-
al items. Upon review
of her items, she dis-
covered seven pairs of
shoes were missing, to-
taling $$1,182. Some of
the shoes appeared to
be replaced with used
unknown shoes. She
attempted to report the
incident to the moving
company, but they have
been uncooperative.

Report suspicious or
illegal activity at 850-
745-7200, or call 911
for emergencies.

MoVed

BAIL BONDS

850-926-2299

Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3049 Crawfordville Hwy. ¢ Across from Court House
www.wakullabailbonds.com
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outdoor sports

HOME ONTHE RANGE

By MARJ LAW

Many years ago, Joe
and I visited the Fair-
grounds in Tallahas-
see. Back then, the gun
show was bursting at the
seams, filling two of those
huge buildings. I was
new to handguns.

“What is that... thing?”
I ask.

“It’s a revolver,” ex-
plains Joe.

“Unh, unh,” I reply,
thinking he’s trying to
trick me. “If it’s a revolv-
er, where’s the cylinder?”

We are handed the
gun.

“It’s got six holes in it!”
Darn, but isn’t that the
weirdest thing.

“This is called a Pep-
perbox,” says Joe, hand-
ing it to me. Yes, instead
of having a cylinder to
roll out, the barrel is
made out of a hunk of
hardened steel with six
barrels drilled into it.

“l see why it’s called a
Pepperbox. Pull the trig-
ger and six shots come
out all at once!”

“No, Marj. That’s not
how it works.”

“Well, it has six bar-
rels. Don’t you fill them
up with ammunition and
shoot? Otherwise, why
would they drill out 6
barrels?”

“This is a very old per-

The Revolver: Old and New

cussion revolver. See the
date written on it? It says
‘Patented in 1840. It’s
older than we are!”

“How does it work?”
I wonder. “And what’s
that rectangular bar on
the top?”

“That’s the hammer.”

“Really? Can you pull
the trigger back, so I can
see how it moves?”

“First, if I were to re-
ally fire this, I'd place a
percussion cap on the
nipple you see here. Now,
I'll pull the trigger slowly.
You see the front of the
bar rise up. As it rises up-
ward, the metal holding
the capped nipple rotates
into position. Then, the
hammer whacks onto the
percussion cap. This sets
off a spark which ignites
the charge in the barrel.”

“Wait a minute. You
haven’t said there was
something in the barrel!”
I accuse. “What will you
put in there?”

“You pour a pre-deter-
mined amount of charge
in the barrels. Then you
take a ramrod and push
alead ball all the way into
each barrel.”

“What keeps the ball
from just falling out?” I
wonder.

“The ball fits in snugly
when you swage it into
the barrel,” he replies.

“So, you fill up all the
barrels, pull the trigger
and six shots fly out?” I
wonder.

“No. The Pepperbox is
a double-action only gun.
Do you remember what
that means?”

“Yes. It means the trig-
ger has to both cock the
hammer, and then re-
lease it.”

“Good. Although the
Pepperbox has six bar-
rels, you pull the trigger

Common ctop
(Octopus vulagarus) }

it

A fearsome predator and a master of camouflage,
the common octopus grows to 3ft and lives 2
years. They hunt at dawn in costal waters up to
350ft using a secreted nerve poison to paralyze
prey and a hard beak to crack shells. They hide in
crevices and can squeeze their bodies through tiny
spaces and making then escape artists. They
change color or squirt a cloud of black “ink™ to
confuse attackers. Females lay up to 500,000 eggs
but most are eaten as plankton. Octopi can learn
complex tasks like opening a jar. They are also an
important protein source for humans.

Eukarya, Animalia, Mollusca, Cephalopoda, Octopoda, Octopodidae
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S & W Governor

one at a time until all six
lead balls shoot out. And
because the trigger has to
both cock and release the
hammer, as well as rotate
the cylinder, trigger pull
on the Pepperbox is long
and hard.”

“Idon’t see any sights.”

“The Pepperbox does
not have sights.”

“Well, then, how to you
aim?”

“The Pepperbox is not
the kind of gun that you
aim. It’s made to be a
close-up gun. The shoot-
er would aim at the criti-
cal mass and shoot.”

“I wouldn’t think it
would be very accurate
that way.”

“That’s true. It wasn’t
terribly accurate. As our
friends at Wikipedia say:
‘The flaw with the pep-
perbox design is that
it becomes more front-
heavy if the length and
number of barrels are
increased, making accu-
rate aiming difficult.” It
continues: “it is almost
impossible to aim beyond
close range because the
hammer is in the line of
sight...”

Joe continues discuss-
ing the Pepperbox:

“The pepperbox had
no rifling in its barrels.
The Civil War had a lot
of close-up shooting. It
would probably just be
used as a back-up gun,
but at least you’d have
6 shots.”

“The barrel holes are
kinda small. How big a
ball do you use?”

“It takes a .31-caliber
lead ball. And, yes, it is
small. Mark Twain, in
Roughing It, made fun of
the Pepperbox. He wrote:
T was armed to the teeth

Great Egret.
4

Retired Wakulla Springs State
Park Ranger Bob Thompson,
on a recent wildlife survey at
the park, took this photo of a

Roll out cylinder

Tritium front sight

| Smith & Wesson

e,
1|

Pepperbox

with a pitiful little Smith
& Wesson’s seven-shoot-
er, which carried a ball
like a homeopathic pill,
and it took the whole sev-
en to make a dose for an
adult. ... It only had one
fault — you could not hit
anything with it.”

Of course, revolvers
have changed mightily
over time. Today, Smith
& Wesson makes the
Governor.

The Governor is small
and light for its size.
It holds six rounds. It
shoots .45 ACP, .45 Long
Colt, and .410 shotgun
shells. Pretty versatile!

The Governor’s barrel
is 2% inches long and
has a cylinder of 2%
inches. An article in The
Truth About Guns points
out the cylinder is “nearly
the size of a can of Red
Bull.” OK. Not pretty, but
still versatile.

“Loading it with .410
shotgun shells, you can
use it to kill snakes. If
you load it with .45 ACP
or .45 Colt, it is a great
defensive handgun,” says
Joe.

But still, it’s a .45-cal-
iber revolver. Won't re-
coil be heavy? So, one
day we’re at the Wakulla
County Sheriff’s Office
range. We've brought a
Governor with us.

I wonder how difficult
it would be to pull the
trigger. I aim. I squeeze.
Then I squeeze some
more.

“Cock the hammer
first,” suggests Joe.

I cock the hammer,
aim again and squeeze.
Blam! In single action,
trigger pull is very light,
but that recoil is pretty
darn stiffl OK. I can see

| A Con - AS AL - V0 B1R" |____

Joe using this as a defen-
sive handgun, but it real-
ly has too much of a kick
for me. I wouldn’t want
to practice with it and if
you don'’t practice... Well,
if you don’t practice then
it won’t be much of a de-
fensive weapon, would it?

It just so happens that
Ellen, a newbie, comes to
the range the following
week. She has a Gover-
nor!

“Where did you get
that?” I wonder as she
shows me her new gun.

“l purchased it out
of town,” she replies. “I
want a gun for defense.
This man named Hank
told me this is exactly
what I need. He says:
Tt’s a .45. It’s a Smith &
Wesson revolver and it’s
called the Governor. All
you have to do is point
and shoot. Just put in
.45 Colt ammunition,
and it’ll take a man right
down. It’ll even drop a
bear!’

“You don’t want no
wimpy little gun,’ he con-
tinues. ‘This here Gover-
nor weighs 30.2 ounces.
It’s a real man’s gun.
Even has Tritium front
sights, so you can aim
in the dark. Carry this
beaut, and you’ll never
be afraid of anything. I'll
even throw in some am-
munition!”

After my recent expe-
rience with a Governor
at the WCSO range, I'm
skeptical of Ellen’s luck
shooting the Governor.
But sometimes newbies

can surprise me, so we
discuss range rules and
safety rules. She has
safety glasses and hear-
ing protection. We’'re
good to go.

WEEKLY WILDLIFE PHOTO

Ellen lines up the
groove in the back of
the gun with the Tritium
front sight.

“Get a firm hold,” I
counsel her.

Blam!

“Ow! That’s an awful
hard kick!” Ellen rolls her
shoulders and shakes
her hand. “I almost hit
my head with the recoil!”

She sits down at the
bench. “I think I've had
enough for one day.”

When Ellen returns
home, she looks up the
Governor on the site The
Truth About Guns.

“The Governor’s stain-
less-steel barrel and gap-
ing muzzle together pres-
ent an extremely intimi-
dating image to anyone
on its business end,” she
reads.

“I bet that’s true,” she
thinks. She reads fur-
ther: “Recoil was snap-
pier than a Schnauzer.”

“That’s sure true too!”

She ponders for a
while, then calls me.

“Hank was probably
right when he told me
this gun is a great defen-
sive weapon,” she agrees.
“And I like that rolling
out the cylinder to load
the rounds is easy, and
pushing the spent cas-
ings out is really simple
with the ejector rod.

But it’s too much gun
for me,” she adds rueful-
ly. “I've read about the
first percussion revolv-
ers, and this Governor
is much much easier to
load and unload than
they were. I like the Triti-
um front sights. They are
really easy to see. I like
the versatility of ammu-
nition you can use in the
Governor. Revolvers have
changed in more than a
century and a half!”

“But I want a gun for
me,” she continues.

“Buy locally,” I cau-
tion. “Local merchants
want to continue working
with you. They under-
stand the needs of those
new to the range. You
have a great gun but it’s
not the one for you.”

When we hang up, I
think about the Pepper-
box and the Governor.

Revolvers have come a
long way!

Marj Law is the former
director of Keep Wakulla
County Beautiful who has
become an avid shooter in
retirement.
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Donations collected by Coast Guard Auxiliarists for
the Veterans Village in Tallahassee.

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports

By Carolyn Brown Treadon

Thank you to Linda
Olson for this article
information.

This is the 4th year
that the United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary
Flotilla 12 has collect-
ed items to donate to
the Veteran’s Village
in Tallahassee. This
year many of those
who donated last year
wanted to again show
their support for our
Heroes. Linda and
Wade Olson collected
donations and deliv-
ered them.

Donations includ-
ed clothing, shoes,
blankets, kitchen ap-
pliances, space heat-
ers, and rugs. Each
resident received
new socks, under-
garments, hats and
scarves. Food items
were also includ-
ed along with some
books, puzzles and
sundries.

Upon arriving, sev-
eral individuals as-
sisted in unloading
the items for the res-

Coast Guard Station
Panama City
Coast Guard Station
Yankeetown
Coast Guard Auxiliary

Apalachee Bay (Flotilla 12)

#% Boating Emergencies ="~
e N

(850) 234-4228

(352) 447-6900

(850) 942-7500
(850) 284-1166

idents.

Veteran’s Village
provides transitional
housing and compre-
hensive supportive
services for Veterans
experiencing home-
lessness in Talla-
hassee, Florida. The
program focuses on
stability, recovery,
and long-term inde-
pendence by offering
safe housing, case
management, life-
skills coaching, and
access to behavioral
health services.

Designed to sup-
port veterans as they
rebuild their lives,
the program offers

structured guidance,
coordinated care, and
individualized sup-
port. With a strong
emphasis on housing
stabilization, well-
ness, and readiness
for independent liv-
ing, the Tallahassee
GPD Program helps
veterans move from
crisis to long-term
success.

Thanks to Sherrie,
we will always remem-
ber safe boating is no
accident.

If you would like
to learn more about
vessel safety checks,
please contact Steve

Hults, Staff Officer for
Vessel Examinations
at steve.hults@usc-
gaux.net

Please contact us
for more information
about our safe boat-
ing classes or learn-
ing more about get-
ting involved in the
Auxiliary, check out
our website at www.
uscgaux.net follow
us on FaceBook @
Apalachee Bay Flotil-
la 12 or contact our
Flotilla Commander
Norma Hill at njhill@
ballstate.bsu.edu.

The Coast Guard
Auxiliary is the uni-
formed civilian volun-
teer component of the
U.S. Coast Guard and
supports the Coast
Guard in nearly all
mission areas. The
Auxiliary was created
by Congress in 1939.
For more information,
please visit www.
cgaux.org.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Your local source for news.
www. TheWakullaSun.com

’ SR By Gregg Stanton 'Wakl/tllw

The blind crayfish.
March 8, 2012

As an animal with eyes, we are challenged to imagine a
world without light.

For most of us, even poor eyesight permits a sense of se-
curity in the contrast of light and shadow. To imagine what
a cave-dwelling creature must manage every day in the
absence of light is nearly impossible.

For the past several years I have been working on a spe-
cial research team in search of new (to science) species of
crustaceans, found in the back reaches of underwater caves.
And for the most part, they don’t even have eyes anymore.

Creatures that live in underwater caves in the absence of
light are usually related to creatures that evolved with light,
so their ancestors once had eyes. But, over time, these crea-
tures adapted to the dark, and those that survived over many
generations, lost their eyes. Some fish that can be found in
dark caves have eye sockets, with no eyes. Crayfish in dark
caves have eyes stalks, but no eyes. And the list goes on.

So how do they do it? How can they “see” in the dark?

There are many explanations. Other sensory capabilities
are enhanced, such as touch, taste (smell) and sound. But
in the denser medium of water, 800 times denser that air,
subtle changes are very useful.

Those of you who have visited our cave crayfish at the
Center may have noticed minnows in the tank. Over time
their numbers diminish as they are captured by the blind
crayfish. I have watched when the hungry crayfish is fish-
ing: It climbs up on a rock and raises its claws above itself.
Eventually, a minnow swims between the jaws and the claws
close rapidly.

The disturbing motion of the water is felt by cilia (little
hairs on the claw) that inform the predator food is available.

Several weeks ago I found one of my favorite caves full of
blind crawfish of all sizes. They are usually found scattered
over the walls and ceiling rocks, but this day were concen-
trated on the mud floor. And there I found several who had
“found” each other and were mating. Either the finding was
a random act resulting from the denser concentration on
the floor, or more likely, they gave off a smell or pheromone
that permitted males to find females on the floor of the cave.

The beam from my bright cave light would not cause them
any attention, but when I put my hand close by one, it would
scurry off just like its relative, the colorful Florida Lobster
found on the reefs in the Florida Keys. Yes, that’s right, these
cave animals have no reason to be colorful since sight is not
in their world, so they are white or transparent.

Now there is the rub. An animal that is white on a black
background is like a shining beacon when light is intro-
duced. Open water fish (with eyes) have learned that divers
carry the sun with them and will follow us in for the feast
of their lifetime. We in turn, have learned to turn our lights
off at the back of a cavern, to encourage these intelligent
fish to return to the light. In January we found a starving
open water fish lost in the back of a cave. As soon as it saw
our light, we were its best buddy, following us out tucked
in as closely as possible.

I often turn my light off when in a cave, trying to imagine
what these creatures must feel. I feel the water flow past
my face, touch contact with the walls, and hear sounds
from others in the vicinity. I imagine my surroundings in
my mind’s eye, then to verify it with my light.

As part of training, I often get lost, requiring my students
to find me. I am getting good at this game, but never as good
as the residents because I know I can always flick a light
switch and return to my world.

Find me if you can!

Editor’s Note: This is a repeat of a column from 2012.
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Are you experiencing a prolonged spiritual dry spell?

By SHERYL H. BOLDT

Has it been a while
since you truly felt that
God heard your prayers?
Maybe you haven’t even
wanted to pray.

Do you feel unworthy?
Insignificant?

Do you miss the
warmth of God’s pres-
ence?

If so, I'd like you to
read Matthew 2:11 (ESV),
paying special attention
to the last part: “And go-
ing into the house, they
saw the child with Mary,
his mother, and they
fell down and worshiped
him.”

Picture being one of
the wise men who, de-
spite all logic, knew that
this young boy (probably
around two years old)
was the Son of God, the
King of kings. Imagine
how their lives would
be forever changed.
How their faith would
be transformed in His
presence.

Now, let’s shift from
the wise men’s story to

our own. Try to remem-
ber what your life was
like before you knew
Christ — when you were
still dead in your sins.
Perhaps your heart was
easily drawn toward
things opposed to God,
and you didn’t yet real-
ize how desperately you
needed a Savior.

But you have since
learned that you do need
a Savior — that you al-
ways have — and you
have come to appreciate
Christmas all the more.

Why do we celebrate
Christmas? Why did Je-
sus come to live among
us?

Jesus came because of
His amazing love for us.

And because we needed
Him to.

When we enter His
presence through prayer,
Bible reading, or wor-
ship, we find the faith to
trust His sovereignty in
our trials. We discover
His love for us — and His
love for our enemies. In
His presence, we find
our compass. In Him,
we grow in our faith as
we bring our concerns,
struggles, anger, shame,
doubt, exhaustion, even
our joy and hopes. In
Him, we develop our
character. We find sig-
nificance.

In Him, we find rest.

What circumstances
or struggles are you fac-

ing today that make God
feel distant?

Life can be frighten-
ing. In these challenging
times, we must draw
near to God, meditate
on His Word and listen
to (and sing) hymns and
worship songs.

God loves it when we
worship Him. We can
practically feel His plea-
sure when we magnify
His name in our trials
and in our joys. Praising
God reminds us that He
is totally and powerful-
ly sovereign. Worship-
ping Him will relieve our
stress and is a beautiful
way to express our hap-
piness.

Revering our Savior

will also give us a hunger
to spend more time in
His Word and in conver-
sation with Him. In the
warmth of His nearness,
we’ll long to know Him
more ... and to become
more.

Just as the wise men
experienced, our lives
will be forever changed
as our faith is trans-
formed in the presence
of the King of kings.

Sheryl H. Boldt is a
sales executive for Wave
94 and author of the
blog, www. TodayCanBe-
Different.net. Connect
with her at SherylHBoldLt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

By CHERYL CRUCE

They were just ordi-
nary people, carving out
a place on the outskirts
of town where neighbors
were few and gardens
generous. A  wooded
area was cleared care-
fully, yet the grand oak
trees were left standing
— offering shade, beau-
ty, and room enough for
a house to be built and,
over time, a home to be
made. With three bed-
rooms and one bath, the

The holy hush of ordinary

house often felt small,
but beyond the front
door stretched wide-
open spaces waiting to
be explored.

Dad worked two jobs
to keep the family go-
ing, while Mom worked
in town at the local dry
cleaners. Growing up, I
didn’t realize how good
we had it; looking back
now, I see a wealth that
money could not buy.
Our parents were ordi-
nary people, never mak-
ing a grand stand in this
world or joining the so-
cial elite. What they had
was faith in a God who
sustained them - a faith
now fully realized, rest-
ing in His presence for
eternity.

The Heavenly Father
has a way of using the
ordinary to accomplish
the extraordinary. Gide-
on, the least in his fami-

ly and tribe, was chosen
to deliver Israel, showing
that God’s strength often
shines through human
weakness (Judges 6-7).
Isaiah, overwhelmed by
his own unworthiness,
was called to speak
God’s truth to a na-
tion, and God equipped
him for the task only he
could do (Isaiah 6). Da-
vid, a young shepherd
boy, was overlooked by
everyone but God. Sam-
uel was reminded not
to judge by outward ap-
pearances, for God looks
at the heart, not what
the eyes see (1 Samuel
16:7). David’s faithful
and courageous heart
made him a man after
God’s own heart, loved
for his devotion and obe-
dience, rather than for
his status or strength (1
Samuel 13:14).

Just as God worked

through these ordinary
men, He chose humble
shepherds to hear the
greatest news the world
has ever known.

The shepherds were
the dedicated night-shift
workers of the time — un-
noticed, unimportant,
and uninvited. Yet Heav-
en noticed and Heav-
en invited them to hear
the good news of great
joy for all people (Luke
2:10-11). That night, the
overlooked became the
honored. The message
was not given first to the
wealthy, the privileged,
or the perfect — it came
to the shepherds and
was meant for everyone.
Just as joy found the
shepherds, it can find us
too — in our kitchens, in
our workplaces, in our
late-night worries, and
in the quiet, ordinary
moments of our every-

day lives.

It is in our everyday
lives that God sees our
heart — our effort, our
compassion, the way
we care for one anoth-
er. He doesn’t ask us to
be strong, only willing,
and along the way He

supplies the strength
we need. Our Lord gen-
tly calls us into His
purpose, shaping us

through faith and trust
rather than perfection.
In the quiet moments
of our days - through
simple acts of kindness,
prayer, and faithfulness
— God is at work, pres-
ent and attentive in the
ordinary.

What ordinary things
can we offer Him today?
Every whispered prayer,
every humble act of love,
every silent moment of
faith matters. Like the
shepherds of long ago,

we are invited to car-
ry God’s message for-
ward through wunseen
kindness, allowing Him
to weave the ordinary
threads of our lives into
His extraordinary tapes-
try.

Even now, God meets
us in the holy hush of
ordinary.

Whatever you do,
work at it with all your
heart, as working for
the Lord, not for human
masters, since you know
that you will receive an
inheritance from the
Lord as a reward. It
is the Lord Christ you
are serving. Colossians
3:23-24

Cheryl  Mixon-Cruce
is Pastor of Ochlockonee
Bay United Methodist
Church and Sopchop-
py United Methodist
Church.

OUT TO PASTOR

Another Christmas down the chimney

By JAMES SNYDER

If T have counted cor-
rectly, this is my 74th
Christmas. Believe me,
I do not remember all of
them. The only thing is
how much money I spent
on all of those Christ-
mases.

I know Christmas is
filled with rituals. As a
young person, I grew
up on rituals. Our best
ritual was on Christmas.

For instance, the
day before Christmas,
my father would get a
real Christmas tree. On
Christmas Eve, we would
all gather to decorate it.
Then, on New Year’s Day,
we would take down the
decorations, and my fa-
ther would move the tree
outside to the backyard.
Our backyard was filled
with Christmas trees.

The day before Christ-
mas, my mother and
I would go Christmas
shopping from early
morning until late after-
noon. She knew every
shop and exactly what to
buy in each. She worked
on that list for months
and was excited to re-
ceive all the gifts on it.

I remember one
Christmas, after a full
day of shopping, our car
was packed with pres-
ents. I don’t know how
much my mother spent,
but it mustve been a lot.

On our way home,
my mother remembered

something she had for-
gotten.

She turned around
and went back to a store
for Christmas cards she
had forgotten. We both
went in, and my mother
bought about 20 cards.
As we left, she sighed
and said, “Son, it’s been
a busy day — I'm glad it’s
over. I can’t wait to get
home.” I agreed.

We would take these
Christmas presents
home, and when my sib-
lings and I went to bed,
my dad and mom would
wrap all the gifts and put
them under the tree.

As we approached the
car, I noticed one of the
back doors was not fully
closed.

“Mom,” I said, “did we
leave the back car door
open?”

Mother looked and
said, “We sure did not
leave any door open.”

When we got to the
car and opened the door,
the inside was empty.
All our Christmas shop-
ping for the day had
disappeared. My mother
looked inside the car and
could not believe what
she saw. Or, maybe I
should say she couldn’t
believe what she wasn’t
seeing.

Suddenly, my mother
sighed, and tears ran
down her cheeks. She
looked at me and said,
“Oh, what are we going
to do?” It was too late to
shop again, the stores
closed early, and shop-
ping time was over.

My mother stood just
staring into that car for
what felt like forever. I
could feel her grief hang-
ing heavily between us.
I didn’t know what to
do. I felt helpless, wish-
ing I could comfort her,
but no words seemed

right. Someone broke
into our car and stole all
our Christmas presents,
leaving us with nothing
but shock and a deep,
hollow ache.

On our way home,
my mother was relative-
ly quiet. Usually, she’s
quite the chatterer, but
today she hardly spoke
at all.

We got home, walked
into the living room, and
saw the Christmas tree
waiting to be decorated.
Dad greeted us and said,
“Where’s all the Christ-
mas presents?”

Without saying any-
thing, my mother walked
in and sat down, and was
quiet for a few moments.
Then she looked at my
father and said, “Some-
one stole all our Christ-
mas presents while we
were in the last store.”

My father just stared
at her, shook his head,
and said quietly, “What
are we to do now?”

After a relatively quiet
dinner that night, we
went into the living room
and began decorating
the Christmas tree. No
one talked as usual; we
just put together all the
decorations.

That Christmas really

stands out in my mind
because it was the only
one with no presents un-
der the tree. On Christ-
mas morning, we woke
up and sat around the
tree as usual, but there
were no Christmas pres-
ents under the tree.

That was the strang-
est Christmas our family
ever had.

We celebrated Christ-
mas as usual, and
Mother had a wonderful
Christmas dinner for us.
We sat around the table
trying to sing Christmas
carols. It was hard, but
we decided to move for-
ward and celebrate our
family rather than dwell
on our missing Christ-
mas gifts.

No matter how dif-
ficult the Christmases
have been since that
time, none of them has
equaled the sadness of
that Christmas.

Reflecting on that
Christmas recently, an
encouraging verse of
scripture came to my
mind.

“Why art thou cast
down, O my soul? and
why art thou disquieted
within me? hope thou in
God: for I shall yet praise
him, who is the health

-
your life looks to others...
/Ifl_ts about how«it»fe'els to you!

It isn’t about how

“850 570-8271°

BonnietheLifeCoach.com

of my countenance, and
my God” (Psalms 42:11).

Not everything turns
out the way we plan. I
haven’t had a Christ-
mas like this, but there
have been times when I
thought everything was
going the wrong way. It’s
times like this that I need
to focus not on what’s
going wrong but on God.
My faith in God gets me

through every problem
no matter how difficult.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala with the
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, email
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.
com.
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Methodist
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Wed. 6 p.m.

&

SUNDAY SERVICE...
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850-926-7808 » 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordyville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

J

New Hours

Beginning: September 1, 2025

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Catholic Church
Pastor Michael Hartley * Dcn. Dave Harris Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Office Hours: Mon./Wed./Fri. 9:00am — 3:30pm

Pastor: Rev. Michael Hartley: office@seas.ptdiocese.org

Deacon David Harris ¢ E-Mail: dendoc@comcast.net

Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm * Sunday 11:00 am
Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

Rosary: Mon., Thurs. and Fri.
Wednesday 6:30 pm
Sunday 9:45 am

First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am

Confessions: Every Saturday 9:30am — 10:30am

Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Or by appointment

Cemetery lots and
Cremain spaces available. ss0-745-8359

850 745-8359

- after 8:30 Mass

850509-7630

or the Church Office at:
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Helen Bernice Mullens Cotton Gamwell

Helen Bernice Mullens Cotton Gamwell
passed away peacefully on Dec. 17, 2025.
She was born on Feb. 12, 1948 in Oceana,
West Virginia to the Rev. O.P. and Freeda
June Cook Mullens.

She moved with her parents during her
early teenage years to Cocoa Beach, where
she spent her formative years. At the young
age of 17, Helen met and married her first
husband, Henry Lee Cotton. At the age of 18,
the couple relocated to Americus, Georgia,
where Helen would begin the next chapter of

her life and establish deep roots within the
community.

In 1979, she relocated to Wakulla County
where she would build a life rooted in faith,
service, and love for others. Helen was a be-
loved servant of God, devoted family mem-
ber, and treasured friend whose life touched
countless hearts.

Helen retired from the State of Florida after
22 years of dedicated, faithful service. The fi-
nal 12 years of her career were spent serving
as the Deputy Director of Vital Statistics for
Wakulla County where she was known for
her professionalism, compassion, and com-
mitment to the community.

A woman of deep faith, Helen loved God
and her family above all else. She possessed
a true heart of gold and was always willing
to help anyone in need, never turning away
those who sought her kindness.

Helen was a master seamstress, gifted with
the ability to sew just about anything. Quilt-
ing was her favorite hobby, and through the
years she created many beautiful quilts, each
one a reflection of her creativity, patience,
and love. She also had a profound love for
gospel music and was a devoted member of
The Heart Seekers, a passionate gospel group
through which she joyfully praised God.

She found joy in simple pleasures, espe-
cially Saturday yard sales shared with her
brother and sister — times filled with laugh-
ter, fellowship, and cherished memories.

Helen is survived by her daughter Tam-
my (James) Corley of Carrabelle; brother,
Glen (Carolyn) Mullens of Crawfordville; sis-
ters Kathy Holt of Tallahassee, and Wanda
McReynolds of Cleveland, Ohio; four grand-
children, Anthony (Michelle) Jones of Ath-
ens, Georgia, Justin (Destiny) McCalvin of
Sopchoppy, Mary Ellen Conlin of Hines-
ville, Georgia, and Buck (Kimberly) Corley
of Crawfordville; eight great-grandchildren,
Bryson, Bryce, Addie, Chance, Jack, Justin
Jr., Toby and Aurora.

She was predeceased by her parents the
Rev. O.P. and Freeda Cook Mullens; two hus-
bands, Henry Lee Cotton Sr. of 31 years and
John Moore Gamwell of 25 years; her son,
Henry Lee Cotton Jr.; a great granddaughter
Kenzlee Grace McCalvin; brothers, Roger Va-
nOver and Paul Mullens; and a sister Shelia
Wright.

Graveside services will be will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 27th at 11 a.m., at White
Church Cemetery in Woodville, 1900 Law-
horn Road, with Pastor Kevin Mullens offi-
ciating. Arrangements are being handled by
Grace Funeral & Cremation Services, 2758
Coastal Highway; Crawfordville, 850-926-
4407

Helen’s legacy is one of faith, service, gen-
erosity, and love. She will be greatly missed
by all who knew and loved her, but her spirit
will live on in the many lives she touched.

James Michael “Mike” Mason, 81, passed
away peacefully on Dec. 11, 2025, at Dozier
House, Big Bend Hospice in Tallahassee, af-
ter an extended illness.

Mike was born Jan. 6,1944 in Clearwa-

ter, first child for the late James S. Mason
and Gertrude Rodgers Mason. He grew up on
Susina Plantation, in Grady County, Geor-
gia. When he was 10 years old the family
moved to Thomasville where he attended lo-
cal schools. He graduated from Darlington

DEATH NOTICES

o Karen Lee Busen, 75, of Crawfordville, died Decem-
ber 13, 2025.

« Ronnie Gray, 82, of Crawfordyville, passed away De-
cember 13, 2025

o Philip Niswander, 76, of Crawfordville, died Decem-
ber 19, 2025

School in Rome, Georgia and later from Val-
dosta State College where he received a de-
gree in English.

Mike married Laura Reba Patten on June
13, 1965, and they enjoyed 60 beautiful
years together. Mike began his career as a
teacher at Cook High School in Adel, Geor-
gia. In 1973 they relocated to Thomasville,
where he worked as a juvenile probation of-
ficer. Later they moved their family to Quit-
man, Georgia, where they were the publish-
ers and editors of the Quitman Free Press
for the next 12 years. In 1989 they decided
to change direction and relocated to Shell
Point. Mike became an avid fisherman and
sailor. He went back to teaching at Wakulla
High School and transitioned into a teach-
er with Wakulla County Second Chance. He
started a program for those students to learn
a trade and taught them the basics of con-
struction and woodworking, providing them
with skills outside of the standard learn-
ing criteria. Mike retired from the Wakulla
County School system in 2006. He enjoyed
the beautiful and peaceful property that he
and Reba purchased in Sopchoppy and loved
every moment spent there. His love of the
outdoors and nature deepened even more.

Mike was a man with many interests and
talents. His love of hunting, fishing, sailing,
golf and woodworking were some of his fa-
vorites. He loved to be outdoors and on the

o Mattie Lee Raulerson, 38, of Crawfordville, died
December 17, 2025.

» Roy West, of Crawfordyville, died December 19, 2025

Family Funeral Home at Harvey-Young Chapel, 850-
926-5919, www.familyfthc.com.

Judge Flury assigned

From Front Page

The wrongly named in-
dividual and his wife were
both shocked at the name
being posted on Facebook
— they were fairly recent
residents of Wakulla, hav-
ing moved here only a
couple of years ago, and
were only vaguely familiar
with local politics. The
victim and his family were
also fearful of potential

repercussions since the
wife had formerly worked
at Illinois Department of
Corrections directly with
inmates.

Co-defendant Becky
Whaley, former adminis-
trator of the Wakulla Cit-
izens Page on Facebook,
accepted a deferred pros-
ecution agreement with
the state which resolved
her charges.

Kemp, a retired major

with the Wakulla County
Sheriff’s Office, indicated
his reluctance to accept a
plea offer and requested
a trial.

A third defendant,
Wakulla Deputy Don New-
some is charged with leak-
ing information to Kemp.
Newsome is represented
by Tallahassee attorney
Don Pumphrey, but that
case has yet to be set for
trial.

The events happened in
the spring of 2024 and the
investigation was com-

pleted in June 2024, but
Wakulla Chief Prosecu-
tor Andrew Deneen held
back charging Kemp until
after the Aug. 20, 2024
election because he did
not want it to appear the
state attorney’s office was
attempting to influence
the election.

Kemp ultimately lost
his bid for re-election to
challenger Valerie Russell.

And then the state
released the criminal
charges.

CLEANING & LAUNDRY Non-Judgmental
SERVICES, LLC

AMANDA STRICKLAND

(448) 666-3881

CALL/TEXT TODAY
FOR YOUR
FREE ESTIMATE!

Reasonably Priced
Efficient
Lic & Insured

40 ACRES
FOR SALE
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER

850-510-3309

www.debillingsley.com

Gulf. He was a big supporter of Reba and the
Wakulla Community Theater, always volun-
teering with set designs for each show. He
built his wife a beautiful master suite onto
their quaint home in Sopchoppy transform-
ing the entire home. Mike was a member of
the Sopchoppy United Methodist Church,
where he volunteered on many projects with-
in the church.

He is survived by his wife, Reba Patten
Mason, Tallahassee, FL, son James “Jay”
Christian Mason (Dee Dee), Sylvester, GA,
daughter Laura Amanda Mason Wallace,
Crawfordville, FL. grandchildren, Talin Al-
ysse Mason and Reilly James Mason, Sylves-
ter, GA. Sister Eleanor Ann Dawson, Rock-
hill, SC, David Lafayette Mason (Jennifer),
Albany, GA., his nephew Mason Dawson (Mi-
chelle) Great nephews: Camden Dawson and
Jameson Dawson. He was preceded in death
by his parents, James S. Mason and Ger-
trude Rodgers Mason and brother, Richard
Rodgers “Dick” Mason and nephews Richard
Robert “Dick-Bob” Mason and Ben Dawson.

Service was held Dec. 19, 2025, at Bevis
Funeral Home, 200 John Knox Road, Tal-
lahassee. Family received friends at 1 p.m.
with the service at 2 p.m.

Memorial donations in his memory may
be made to Sopchoppy United Methodist
Church, PO Box 85, Sopchoppy FL 32358..

BRIAN C. ENGLISH

Financial Products Ch F C‘”
/ Services HIGHEST STANDARD

OF KNOWLEDGE & TRUST
Investments RETIREMENT

INCOME
CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL®

Chartered
Financial Consultant®

The Chartered Advisor for Senior Living® (CASL®) desig-
401(k) Rollovers |nation is issued by The American College after acquiring
® specialized knowledge on advanced re-
926-7487 CAS L tirement and estate planning strategies.
Securities products and advisory services offered through Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS), member FINRA,
idi: ts an

SIPC. Guardian, its d employees do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. Not affiliated
with the Florida Retirement System. 2015-6207 EXP 5/17

Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers

It's a cinch to not be a Grinch!
Just play a little more of Wave 94

WAVE 94

Wave 94 is your Christmas music station!

oUW Your local source for news
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Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

SERVICES

, On-site replacements
Repairs are our

Specialty
We are proud
to serve
Wakulla County!
Automotive Glass & Windshields Gefl-g d?yu'me
850.544.6887 Visit: CrystalClearAutoGlass.org
Installation Services: ForR QUALITY
Hardwood Engineered AND SERVICE
Floating Flooring THAT WILL
Glue Downs Laminate V FLOOR “
Nail Downs & Vinyl |77 vyoUu N\
Call Today for your Y \\5
FREE Estimate  \\\\ = 7 ]/

850745-8723 @ LHFQuality

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com

Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292

SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

kw TOWN & COUNTRY
REALTY

KELLERWILLIAMS

Massages, Facials,
Body Treatments

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

N
‘ Crawfordville FL 32327

Sunrays Spa 850-745-6422

Relax Revive Rejuvenate Follow us on ‘]

MM43237

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Land
Clearing

Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition

850-933-8505 ...

FREE ESTIMATES

Listing Properties for
Sale or Manage!

arson Park Real

Commercial & Residential

Email or Text Me £\ Carol Ann
CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com @&=/% Williams
Y 5roker Associate,-

LarsonPark.com e

850-566-9293 ¢ 1.ocal In-Person Service

- QUALITY RESIDENTIALANDICONMERCI Al
REPAINTING g =

. PRESSLIRE WASHINGLE

. LIFT AVAILABLE IN HOUS!

. WOOD ROT REPAIRS

. DECK RPESTORATION.

. CABINET PAINTING

ANEN ,
PATNTING
~S—
| 850-926-2400

SINCE 1993

St
1ty Owned
‘Ea()z)’erated o b il
rving Wakulla & °
Ele'roufding Countie!
Since 1993

{l

y‘lim Porter ‘& Todd Po
LICENSED & INSURED ™43 SUR

SERVICES POOL SERVICE

LEATHER REPAIR / Oasis Pool Services, LLC
REFURBISH Quality Pool Cleaning
850-766-4562 Affordable Pricing

www.allcornleather.com FREE ESTIMATES

John Allcorn Leather 772-486-8110

Bags, Belts, Holsters Locally Owned & Operated

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

TREE TRIMMING

TREE TRIMMING
HANDYMAN and REMOVAL
24 HOUR
Most types of handyman work. EMERGENCY SERVICES

25+ years experience.
Call Handyman Bill
for free estimates.
507-317-28547

« Storm Damage
* Tree Preservation
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment
Qualified 850-421-8104

NOTICE OF FICTITIOUS NAME

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice under Fictitious Name Law, pursuant to Section 856.09, Florida
Statutes. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned, Jason Lee,
desiring to engage in business under the fictitious name of

ARMOR & AXLES
Located at 113 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL 32327
In the County of Wakulla
Intends to register the said name with the Division of Corporation of the
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Published on December 25, 2025

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

1218-1225 TWS NOFS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PLANET HOME LENDING, LLC, CASE NO. 24000019CAAXMX
Plaintiff,
VS.
LACRESHIA SESSIONS, ETAL.,
Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant the Final Judgment of Foreclosure
dated July 15,2025 and Order Resetting Foreclosure Sale dated December 4,
2025, and entered in Case No. 24000019CAAXMX of the Circuit Court of the
Judicial Circuit in and for Wakulla County, Florida wherein PLANET HOME
LENDING, LLC, is the Plaintiff and LACRESHIA SESSIONS, is Defendant, I,
Greg James, Wakulla County Clerk of Courts, will sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash at Wakulla County Courthouse lobby, 3056 Crawfordville
Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327 at 11:00 a.m. on January 8, 2026 the
following described property set forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 60, BLOCK 51, WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT FIVE, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 56,
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

Commonly known as: 24 Beeler Rd., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim before the clerk
reports the surplus as unclaimed.

If the sale is set aside, the Purchaser may be entitled to only a return of the sale
deposit less any applicable fees and costs and shall have no other recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Dated this 9th day of December 2025.

{{County Court Seal}} s

Greg James i“co“«;
As Clerk of the Court CLIRK -
By: /s/ Rachel Howard %20}13‘&

As Deputy Clerk December 18, 25, 2025

NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CASE NO. 2025-CA-000138
CONSTRUCTION,
LLC, a Florida Limited Liability Company,
Plaintiff,

VS
PAUL G. CROSS, if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs,
devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claiming by
through, under or against him,

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: PAUL G. CROSS; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs,
devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claiming by
through, under or against him
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following
property in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 41, BLOCK 5 OF WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT 2, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE(S)
42, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-034-009-08322-000
Address: Catawba Trail, Crawfordville, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE,
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLON & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff's attorneys,
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service
on Plaintiff's attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will
be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 15th day of December, 2025.

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James §u
Clerk of the Circuit Court - Bewet

Wakulla County, Florida % <[=
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

Vecteezy.com

NOTICE OF ACTION

1218-0108 TWS NOA
IN THE COUNTY COURT IN AND FOR
WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 25-CC-267
CHARLES L. DUNLAP
POST OFFICE BOX 683, ST. MARKS, FL 32355
PLAINTIFF,
'S
MICHAEL AND LOUISE DECKER
500 N. CHERRY, FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78642
DEFENDANT(S).

NOTICE OF ACTION

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for establishment of ownership
of personal property described as: SIMPLEX MOTOR CYCLE #H3517
has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any, to it on Plaintiff, CHARLES L. DUNLAP
whose address is: Post Office Box 683, St. Marks, Florida 32355
on or before January 8, 2026, and file the original with the Clerk of
this Court immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court this Dec. 8, 2025.
{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James
As Clerk of the Circuit Court |
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

Published December 18, 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 2026

XU
CO (’7

CLERK
THE /A,

(} OF &
2 L)L
o>

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
INAND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, =~ CASE NO. 24-CA-101
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT

SOLELY IN ITS CAPACITY AS OWNER TRUSTEE

FOR OCWEN LOAN ACQUISITION TRUST 2024-HBI,

Plaintiff,
VS

THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS
WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF MARIE SHERMAN,
DECEASED, et. al.

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF ACTION- CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS
WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF MARIE SHERMAN,
DECEASED, and THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES,
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL
OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE EST ATE OF MARVIN
ANTHONY DAVIS, DECEASED,

whose residence is unknown if he/she/they be living; and if he/she/they
be dead, the unknown defendants who may be spouses, heirs, devisees,
grantees, assignees, lienors, creditors, trustees, and all parties claiming an
interest by, through, under or against the Defendants, who are not known to
be dead or alive, and all parties having or claiming to have any right, title or
interest in the property described in the mortgage being foreclosed herein.

TO: DONTANOUS ANTWON DAVIS,

whose residence is unknown and all parties having or claiming to have
any right, title or interest in the property described in the mortgage being
foreclosed herein.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on
the following property:
LOTS 31 AND 32, BLOCK “21”, WAKULLA GARDENS, UNIT 1,
ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 39, PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it on counsel for Plaintiff, whose address is 6409
Congress Ave., Suite 100, Boca Raton, Florida 33487 on or before January
3, 2025 (30 days from Date of First Publication of this Notice) and file the
original with the clerk of this court either before service on Plaintiffs attorney
or immediately thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint or petition filed herein.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Court at Wakulla County, Florida, this
26th day of November, 2025.

{{County Court Seal}} ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ, AND
Greg James i %uz, SCHNEID, PL

Clerk of the Circuit Court CLERK ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
Wakulla County, Florida ~ %-lz5" 6409 Congress Ave., Suite 100

By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

Boca Raton, FL 33487
PRIMARY EMAIL: fimail@raslg.com
Dec. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
INAND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CASE NO. 2025-CA-000144
CONSTRUCTION,
LLC, a Florida Limited Liability Company,
Plaintiff,

Vs
LEON E. HANCOCK, if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs,
devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claiming by
through, under or against him,

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: LEON E. HANCOCK; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses,
heirs, devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties
claiming by through, under or against him

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following
property in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT 8, BLOCK K OF MAGNOLIA GARDENS, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 37, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-078-013-11120-000
Address: Lance Lane, Crawfordville, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE,
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLON & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff's attorneys,
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service
on Plaintiff's attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will
be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.
DATED this 15th day of December, 2025.

{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James

Clerk of the Circuit Court
Wakulla County, Florida ¢,
By: /s/ Rachel Howard

As Deputy Clerk Dec. 25, 2025, Jan. 1, 8, 15, 2026
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NOTICE OF ACTION NOTICE TO CREDITORS NOTICE OF ACTION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

21ST MORTGAGE CORPORATION, Case #: 2024 CA 105
Plaintiff,

_VS..

CIARA DANIELLE ADAMS; UNKNOWN SPOUSE

OF CIARA DANIELLE ADAMS; LESLIE ERNEST
LYNCH, Ill; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF LESLIE ERNEST
LYNCH, Ill; MELANIE LYNCH; and UNKNOWN TENANT,

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment dated December 03, 2025
entered in Case No. 2024 CA 105 of the Circuit Court in and for Wakulla
County, Florida, wherein CIARA DANIELLE ADAMS, LESLIE ERNEST
LYNCH Ill and MELANIE LYNCH are the Defendants, that Greg James, the
Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller, will sell to the highest and best for
cash, on JANUARY 15, 2026 at 11:00 a.m., on the first floor of the Wakulla
County Courthouse in lobby at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville,
FL 32327 on the following described real property as set forth in the Final
Judgment:
COMMENCE AT AN OLD CONCRETE MONUMENT MARKING
THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER
OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP
2 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST, WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA (AS
MONUMENTED), THENCE RUN NORTH 87 DEGREES 47 MINUTES
01 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF
SAID SECTION (AS MONUMENTED) 165.06 FEET TO A CONCRETE
MONUMENT (MARKED #2919) ON THE WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-
WAY BOUNDARY OF HILLIARDVILLE ROAD, THENCE LEAVING
SAID NORTH BOUNDARY OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER RUN
SOUTH 02 DEGREES 25 MINUTES 03 SECONDS EAST ALONG
SAID WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY 734.45 FEET TO A
CONCRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE LEAVING SAID
WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY RUN SOUTH 89 DEGREES
35 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST 402.36 FEET TO AN IRON ROD
AND CAP (MARKED #7160) AND TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING, THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH
89 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST 141.82 FEET TO A
CONCRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH
06 DEGREES 30 MINUTES 20 SECONDS EAST 306.76 FEET TO A
CONCRETE MONUMENT (MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH
46 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 28 SECONDS WEST 105.25 FEET TO
AN IRON ROD AND CAP (MARKED #7160), THENCE RUN SOUTH
82 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 58 SECONDS EAST 170.07 FEET TO AN
IRON ROD AND CAP (MARKED #7160), THENCE RUN SOUTH 02
DEGREES 24 MINUTES 59 SECONDS EAST 353.72 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING; CONTAINING 1.00 ACRE, MORE OR LESS.
TOGETHER WITH AND SUBJECT TO A 12 FOOT NON-EXCLUSIVE
EASEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF INGRESS AND EGRESS AS
RECORDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS BOOK 282, PAGE 868 OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 16th day
of December, 2025.

{{County Court Seal}}

Greg James o XUz,
Clerk of the Circuit Court *LC%.“(
Wakulla County, Florida o R
By: /s/ Rachel Howard Fegioy

As Deputy Clerk

NOTICE IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING A RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING AFTER
THE SALE, YOU MUST FILE A CLAIM WITH THE CLERK NO LATER THAN THE DATE
THAT THE CLERK REPORTS THE FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED. IF YOU FAIL TO FILE
A CLAIM, YOU WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY REMAINING FUNDS. AFTER THE
FUNDS ARE REPORTED AS UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER OF RECORD AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM THE SURPLUS.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate
in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact Court Administration at Wakulla County Courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville
Highway, Crawfordville, Florida 32327-0337, 850-926-0905 telephone, within two working
days of your receipt of this notice; if you are hearing impaired, call 1-800-955-8771; if you
are voice impaired, call 1-800-955-8770. December 25, 2025, January 1, 2026

1218-1225 TWS NOFS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A CASE NO. 24000148CAAXMX
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS INC.,
Plaintiff,
vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF RONALD KWIATKOWSKI,
DECEASED; MARY BETH MCCQY, AS POTENTIAL HEIR OF RONALD
KWIATKOWSKI, DECEASED; ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING
INTERESTS BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST ANAMED
DEFENDANT TO THIS ACTION, OR HAVING OR CLAIMING TO HAVE
ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY HEREIN
DESCRIBED,
Defendants

AMENDED NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant
to Final Judgment dated December 10, 2025 entered in Civil Case No.
24000148CAAXMX in Circuit Court of the 2nd Judicial Circuit in and for
Wakulla County, Florida, Civil Division, wherein ROCKET MORTGAGE,
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS INC., Plaintiff
and THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, ASSIGNEES,
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM
AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF RONALD KWIATKOWSKI, DECEASED,;
MARY BETH MCCQY, AS POTENTIAL HEIR OF RONALD KWIATKOWSKI,
DECEASED are Defendant(s), Greg James, Clerk of Court, will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash beginning at 11:00 AM at the Courthouse
lobby at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Fl. 32327 in accordance
with Chapter 45, Florida Statutes on February 12, 2026 the following
described property as set forth in said Final Judgment, to-wit:

LOT 8, BLOCK 17, WAKULLA GARDENS, ACCORDING TO THE

PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE(S) 39 OF THE

PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Property Address: 137 Choctaw Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE,
IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM BEFORE THE CLERK REPORTS THE SURPLUS
AS UNCLAIMED.

THE COURT, IN ITS DISCRETION, MAY ENLARGE THE TIME OF THE SALE.
NOTICE OF THE CHANGED TIME OF SALE SHALL BE PUBLISHED AS
PROVIDED HEREIN.

Dated this 11th day of December 2025.
{{County Court Seal}}
Greg James ol
As Clerk of the Court i""
By: /s/ Rachel Howard
As Deputy Clerk

December 18, 25, 2025

/ N
Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years
Experience
Since 1975

By Appointment
Only

850-443- 5901

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
LENA ODESSA TERRELL,
DECEASED
DIVISION: PROBATE

CASE NO: 2025-CP-189

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of Lena Odessa Terrell, deceased, File 2025-
CP-189 is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL
32327. The names and addresses of the co-personal representatives and
the co-personal representatives’ attorney is set forth below.

All creditors of the Decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims, on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the Decedent and persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate, including unmatured, contingent or unliquidated
claims must file their claims with this Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WITHIN THE PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 FLORIDA STATUTES, WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is December 25, 2025.

Attorney for Personal Representative: Co-Personal Representatives:
Frances Casey Lowe, Esg. Vincent Faulkner, Jr.

Florida Bar No. 521450 29839 Catholic Hall Rd.
Frances Casey Lowe, PA. Hammond, LA 70403

68-A Feli Way Brandon Berry
Crawfordville, Florida 32327 277 Tillis Ln.
(850) 926-8245 Crawfordville, FL 32327

December 25, 2025, January 1, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN'AND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
Doris Denise Hart,
DECEASED

DIVISION: PROBATE

File No.: 2025-CP-000174
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Doris Denise Hart, deceased, File Number
2025-CP-000174, is pending in the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, Florida,
Probate Division, the address of which is 3056 Crawfordville, Florida 32327.
The name and address of the personal representative’s attorney is set forth
below.

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE NOTIFIED THAT:

Al persons on whom this notice is served who have objections
that challenge the validity of the will, the qualifications of the personal
representative, venue, or jurisdiction of this Court are required to file their
objections with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY
DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON
THEM.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is served within
three months after the date of the first publication of this notice must file their
claims with this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY
DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON
THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and persons having claims or demands
against the decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN
THREE MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DEMANDS AND OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is December 25, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative  Personal Representatives name:
Is/ Martha Mendez Tamika Terrel Davis
Florida Bar No.: 126162 5156 Coloma Court,

Feinstein & Mendez Indianapolis, IN 46235

2600 S. Douglas Road, Suite 506, Danielle D. Graham:

Coral Gables, FL 33134 5115 Greenside Drive,
786-636-8938/ FAX: 786-636-8941 Indianapolis, IN 46235
Martha@fmpalawfirm.com December 25, 2025, January 1, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
KYMBERLEE DENISE SHIELDS,
DECEASED
File No. 2025 CP 167

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Kymberlee Denise Shields, deceased,
whose date of death was August 3, 2023, is pending in the Circuit Court
for Wakulla County, Florida, Probate Division, the address of which is 3056
Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the personal representative’s attorney are
set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands
against decedent's estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN
FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this Notice is December 18, 2025.

Attorney for Personal Representative
John A. Grant

Attorney

Florida Bar Number: 0946532
2121-C Killarney Way

Tallahassee, FL 32309

Telephone: (850) 702-9400

Fax: (850) 702-9410

E-Mail: John@johngrantlaw.com
Secondary E-Mail: gracie@johngrantlaw.com

Personal Representative:
Keith Shields

18 Shields Lane
Crawfordville, FL 32327

December 18, 25, 2025

Follow we on uwtagnam'
GoraldBrownFolo ©

| 850;;5215-428&_

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
INAND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

PAFFORD PROPERTIES & CASE NO. 2025-CA-000146
CONSTRUCTION,
LLC, a Florida Limited Liability Company,

Plaintiff,
Vs

HILDRED E. HIERS, if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs,
devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claiming by
through, under or against him,

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: HILDRED E. HIERS; if alive, and if deceased, unknown spouses, heirs,
devisees, grantees, creditors, assigns, and all other parties claiming by
through, under or against him

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Complaint for Quiet Title on the following
property in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOTS 5, 6, 7 AND 8, BLOCK 43 OF WAKULLA GARDENS UNIT 5,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK
1, PAGE 56, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY,
FLORIDA.

Wakulla County Parcel ID No. 00-00-034-012-09517-000
Address: Beeler Road, Crawfordville, FL

has been filed against you and others, and you are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if any, to it on ANDREW J. POWER, ESQUIRE,
SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, COLON & POWER, P.A., Plaintiff's attorneys,
3520 Thomasville Road, Fourth Floor, Tallahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no
more than thirty (30) days from the first publication date of this Notice of
Action, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court either before service
on Plaintiff's attorneys or immediately thereafter; otherwise, a default will
be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 15th day of December, 2025.

{{County Court Seal}}

Greg James

Clerk of the Circuit Court s s
Wakulla County, Florida ~ %-1= 5
By: /s/ Rachel Howard

As Deputy Clerk

& KU/
co sy

Dec. 25, 2025, Jan. 1, 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND WDICIAL CIRCUIT
INAND FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF, Case No.: 65-2025-CA000117-CAAM
V.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, AND ALL OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING
INTEREST BY, THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST THE ESTATE OF LISA
M. MORGAN A/K/A LISA MARIE PAGE MORGAN A/K/A LISA MORGAN,
DECEASED; ETAL,
DEFENDANTS.

NOTICE OF ACTION - CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

To The Unknown Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, Assignees, Lienors, Creditors,
Trustees, and all other parties claiming interest by, through, under or
against the Estate of Lisa M. Morgan a/k/a Lisa Marie Page Morgan a/k/a
Lisa Morgan, Deceased

Last Known Address: Unknown

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to foreclose a mortgage on the
following property in Wakulla County, Florida:

LOT #4 OF AN UNRECORDED PLAT OF THE FIRST ADDITION TO
KIRKLAND ESTATES, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS:
COMMENCING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT #59 OF THE
HARTSFIELD SURVEY OF LANDS IN WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA,
(MARKED BY A CONCRETE MONUMENT), THENCE RUN SOUTH 72
DEGREES 30 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST ALONG THE NORTH
BOUNDARY OF SAID LOT #59 A DISTANCE OF 2365.0 FEET TO A
CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE RUN SOUTH 17 DEGREES 52
MINUTES 45 SECONDS EAST 659.02 FEET TO A CONCRETE MON-
UMENT ON THE SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF STATE ROAD #61 (U.S.
319), THENCE RUN SOUTH 70 DEGREES 45 MINUTES 30 SECONDS
WEST ALONG SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF STATE ROAD #61 A
DISTANCE OF 480.15 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. FROM
SAID POINT OF BEGINNING RUN SOUTH 17 DEGREES 54 MIN-
UTES 20 SECONDS EAST 375.37 FEET, THENCE RUN SOUTH 72
DEGREES 40 MINUTES 45 SECONDS WEST 160.0 FEET, THENCE
RUN NORTH 17 DEGREES 54 MINUTES 40 SECONDS WEST 370.00
FEET, THENCE RUN NORTH 70 DEGREES 45 MINUTES 30 SEC-
ONDS EAST ALONG THE SAID SOUTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF STATE
ROAD #61, A DISTANCE OF 160.05 FEET TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING, IN LOT #59 OF THE HARTSFIELD SURVEY OF LANDS IN
WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.

MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS:

COMMENCE AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 59 OF THE
HARTSFIELD SURVEY OF LANDS IN WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
AND RUN SOUTH 72 DEGREES 30 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST
2365.00 FEET, THENCE RUN SOUTH 17 DEGREES 52 MINUTES
45 SECONDS EAST 659.02 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT
(MARKED #2919) LYING ON THE SOUTHEASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY
BOUNDARY OF STATE ROAD NO. 61 MARKING THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING. FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING AND LEAVING SAID
RIGHT-OF-WAY BOUNDARY RUN SOUTH 17 DEGREES 46 MINUTES
33 SECONDS EAST 375.20 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT
(MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN SOUTH 72 DEGREES 43 MINUTES
18 SECONDS WEST 159.54 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT
(MARKED #2919), THENCE RUN NORTH 18 DEGREES 01 MINUTES
08 SECONDS WEST 369.70 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT
(MARKED #2919) LYING ON THE SOUTHEASTERLY, RIGHT-OF-
WAY BOUNDARY OF STATE ROAD NO. 61, THENCE RUN NORTH
70 DEGREES 45 MINUTES 30 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID RIGHT-
OF-WAY BOUNDARY 161.16 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
TOGETHER WITH 1999 ADMI MOBILE HOME IDENTIFICATION
NOS. GMHGA1299820841A AND GMHGA1299820841B, TITLE NOS.
77429721 AND 77429724,

has been filed against you and you are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it on Amanda Driscole, Esquire, Brock & Scott,
PLLC., the Plaintiff's attorney, whose address is 4919 Memorial Hwy, Suite
135, Tampa, FL 33634, within thirty (30) days of the first date of publication on
or before January 10, 2026, and file the original with the Clerk of this Court
either before service on the Plaintiff’'s attorney or immediately thereafter; oth-
erwise a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the
complaint or petition.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said court at Crawfordville, Florida 24th day
of October, 2025.

{{County Court Seal}} & XUy >
Greg James <O
As Clerk of the Court o o
Wakulla County, Florida *cu,T oY

By: /s/ Ethan Brown

As Deputy Clerk December 11, 25, 2025, January 1, 8, 2026

€x| CELLIS LAW

A CONCIERGE COUNSELOR

Local Wakulla Attorney ~ Resident & Neighbor ~

—
-

Sean W. Gellis, Esq \{
Founder & Managing Member |

@ Sean@gelllslaw com
www.GellisLaw.com

Crawfordville Hwy.
Next to DQ

| 561-371-2848 / 2°31
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By WALT JACOBS
Correspondent

Fort Walton Beach
is located on what is
called the Emerald
Coast. It is known for
its white sand beaches,
pristine coastline, and
clear emerald waters.
It’s an image that de-
picts tranquility and
relaxation.

However, the scene
at Fort Walton Beach
High School gymnasi-
um was neither tran-
quil nor relaxing, it
was more reminiscent
of a battleground. On
Friday and Saturday,
Dec.19th and 20th,
the school hosted its
annual Beast of the
Beach tournament. The
competition, a dual for-
mat tournament, at-
tracted 21 teams from
Alabama, Georgia, Lou-
isiana, Tennessee, and
Florida.

Coach Nate Litows-
ky and his War Eagles
were among those who
made the trip to lay
claim to the title.

In the opening round
of their bracket, Wakul-
la defeated Marianna
58-15. The War Eagles
followed that up with a
63-6 mauling of Milton.
Subsequently, Wakulla
pummeled Fort Wal-
ton’s B team 58-11.
In their final match
of the day, the War
Eagles finished strong
with a 55-25 drubbing
of Niceville. Virtually
unchallenged, Wakulla
advanced to the next
day’s championship
round.

On day two, the War
Eagles faced Fort Wal-
ton Beach. Wakulla
prevailed over their
hosts 50-24. Next,
Wakulla took on Col-
lierville High from Ten-
nessee. The Dragons
gave the War Eagles
their closest match of
the tournament at this
juncture, but Wakulla
advanced to the cham-
pionship match with a
43-36 victory.

In the champion-
ship, the War Eagles
faced Tallassee from
Alabama. Tallassee en-
tered the contest on a
73 dual win streak, and
like Wakulla, had cut
through their competi-
tion at the tournament
like a hot knife through
butter. All signs indi-
cated that it would be
the most competitive
match of the tourna-
ment. The champion-

WRESTLING

Wakulla wins Beast of the Beach

PHOTO OF THE WEEK
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ship dual started at 126
pounds, and William
Harvey got the War Ea-
gles going with a 16-0
tech fall over Dylan
Price.

Tallassee’s Karter
Armstrong responded
by winning a close 13-
12 decision over Patrick
Cooksey.

Wakulla’s Brady
Jackson answered with
a 16-1 tech fall over
Aiden Bridgman.

Aaron Robinson con-
tinued Wakulla’s win-
ning ways with a 30
second pin over John
Creswell.

Troy Thaxton made it
19-3 in the War Eagle’s
favor with a decision
over Tallassee’s Avery
Brantley.

Wakulla’s Colt Sand-
ers increased the lead
by six, with a pin over
James Mote.

At 165 and 175, Tal-
lassee got back to back
wins. Brady Adams
pinned Clayton Manzi
late in the first period
and Tra’Mel McCoy got
a 7-6 decision over Cole
Manning, making the
score 25-12.

Wakulla and Tallas-
see traded wins in the
next two weights. At
190, Gavin Mitchell
pinned Tallassee’s Ran-
dal Morgan with one
second remaining in
the second period and
Wakulla forfeited the
215 pound class. The
score at this time was
Wakulla 31 Tallassee
18.

Looking ahead,
Wakulla knew that they
would be forfeiting the
106 and 113 pound

RESTAURANT

weight classes as they
had most of the tour-
nament. With that in
mind, the results of the
impending 285 pound
bout would be conse-
quential on the final
outcome of the dual.

Going into the fi-
nal period of the bout,
Wakulla’s Lonnie
Pearce was locked in a
3-3 tie with Tallassee’s
Vincente Diego. How-
ever, Pearce removed
the suspense from the
room when he pinned
Diego just 30 seconds
into the final period.
War Eagle fans in the
stands and teammates
matside erupted in ju-
bilation. Although there
were three matches re-
maining, regardless of
their outcome, Pearce’s
victory made the score
37-18 and drove the
final nail in the pro-
verbial coffin. Tallas-
see received forfeits at
106 and 113 and in
the final match of the
dual, Thomas Patter-
son won by decision
11-7 over Wakulla’s
Matthew Thaxton. The
final score of the dual
was 37-33.

Next, the War Eagles
travel to Fort Lauder-
dale to compete in the
Bobby Stanley Duals
at Cardinal Gibbons on
December 29th-31st.

GIRLS KNOCKOUT
CHRISTMAS
CLASSIC

The Lady War Ea-
gles traveled to Kis-
simmee to compete in
what is considered one

he boys wrestling team celebrates their win at Beasf the each.

of the toughest in-sea-
son tournaments in the
nation.

Julia Baggett and
Kameron Easter, the
only wrestlers to make
the trip, both went 2-2
respectively over the
weekend.

Coach Jon Sanchez
said, “The girls wres-
tled well at Knockout.
This was a good tour-
nament to see where
we’re at against some
of the best in the state.
We just need to make
some adjustments in
different areas of our
technique that will help
them peak at the right
time in the season.”

Regarding his wres-
tlers’ performances,
Sanchez accentuated
the positives. “Julia
continues to keep push-
ing forward. She went
0-2 last year at this
tournament. This year
she improved to 2-2.
She’s putting in the
work and she’s starting
to see some of the fruits
of her labor.”

Kameron Easter
reached a milestone
over the weekend win-
ning her 100th career
match. Sanchez com-
mented, “Before the
season started, Kamer-
on had the goal of
reaching her 100th win.
She even had it down
to which tournaments
she would achieve this
mark.”

Next, the Lady War
Eagles will compete at
the Panhandle Champi-
onships in Lynn Haven
on Jan. 3rd.

www.thewakullasun.com

WRESTLERS of the WEEK
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Keep it Cool!

- Free Estimates

- Maintenance Plans

- Quality Pricing

- SameDay Service

- All Makes and Models
- Excellent Service

CAC#1 822950

850-510-0140

PROUD SPONSOR OF
WRESTLERS of the WEEK

LONNIE PEARCE

KAMERON EASTER
Boys Wrestler of Week Girls Wrestler of week

ik 2

ROOFING

850.926.3080 | 850.576.7890
1517 Crawfordville Hwy | Lic CCC1327357
PROUD SPONSOR OF

COACH’S CORNER

“We’re not where we need to be yet by any
means. We have a lot of work to do, but
this group wants to win. Everyone is sick,
beat up, and worn down, but that’s part of
wrestling season. What mattered was the
ones who showed up for each other and

found a way to win.”

— Coach Nate Litowsky

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.
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FLORIDA PRESS
FOUNDATION

Your donation will help

keep the presses running.

i

LoweLegal AndTitle.com 850.926.8245

our I.ocal

1
Subscribe Today!

A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP?

We always need donations
of these items:

* Bleach * Pedigree
* Paper wet & dry
towels dog food
* Fruit cocktail ® Friskies wet
* Birdseed & & dry cat
nuts food
Florida Wild
Mamma|
Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
FWMA.org

363-2351



www.thewakullasun.com

Section B

\

THE WAKULLA SUN, Thursday, December 25, 2025 — Page 1B

4 o
AN

PHOTO BY GERALD BROWN

Dean (Smfh- m

My nome is /Y"/‘)r\(v‘”
| am JI__I_ years old.

This year | have been

O Nice
B Naughty

@ A bit of bofh ¢ ,fg

For Christmas, pluda“ bring me (]

RobU & Qn¢+ Cafb’ Bike, Phole,

SCCCC‘( 9,( .
soccer 5+U\1’—‘ Coke, Bepf J4R
gj‘_U\FFJ )(80)( W

Ad 409 S+uLl
Inas

]

Thank You and Merry Christmas

&
I Love }’f’/C{ JW/H‘”“] .'

& Qe

William Snowden, Editor/Publisher
Eric Stanton, Production Manager/IT
Lynda Kinsey, Sales & Marketing
Linda Ann McDonald, Correspondent
Krystal Sheppard, Circulation

Jessi Smith, Delivery

Santa arrives in Sopchoppy for last week’s Christmas celebration.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE WAKULLA 4-H

The event will include
silent auction, dinner, and

Thursd ay, award program.

During the event,
Januarg 29' % G AL A Friends of 4-H and
2026 S : Volunteer of the Year
A celebration with community partners & volunteers ) )
at The Lodge at Wakulla Springs nominees will be

5:30-9:30 PM Suggested Attire: Formal recognized.

Wakulla 4-H agent Dr. Rachel Pienta said, “We are excited to recognize and honor the 2025 Nominees for
Friend of 4-H and Volunteer of the Year. These individuals and organizations contribute considerable time,
talent, and resources to help support youth development programs in Wakulla County.”

Individual Tickets $75.00 Individual tickets and reserved tables for the Clover Gala are currently

on sale and can be purchased at the following link:
Fu" Table $800.00 https://tinyurl.com/WakullaCloverGala26 or by using the QR code.

Half Table *400.00 T an Equal Opporaunity Institution —
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SUNDAY SERVICE... 10:17a.m. N (]
CHRISTMAS EVE R e p
CANDELIGHT SERVICE Sg O =S (
Wednesday Dec. 24 - 7:00p.m. ¥ ‘
Celebrate the birth of
Christ with scripture, carols,
communion, and candlelight.
Come Home to Christmas!
Wednesday, December 24
7:00 PM

3383 Coastal Hwy
(850) 745-8412

850-926-7808 » 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordyville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

850-926-6181

mikespaintandbody.com
All Work Warranteed
and Guaranteed
Follow us on Facebook

e Wish You A Merry Christmas |
...And A Happy New Year! |

www.thewakullasun.com
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FROM THE WAKULLA COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS OFFICE
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Thank you for the continued support

and friendship of our community.

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and
& Happy New Year!

We offer feed for your 0ur currentistoreladdress ﬂ@
chickens, horses, cattle, goats, |
A 28 Mciall;ste Road
Including a line of WWW.MiKEeS eestere.G@m
Tucker Milling LLC non-GMO feeds. 16:30:6: :3025

Dog food. Find us on facebok Atwitteg/dinstagram
Hay bales / large rolls. facebook.com/mikesfeeds

- - . twitter.com/mikesfeedstore
Various animal supplies. instagram.com/mikesfeedstore
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Crawfordville | Tallahassee |Lakeland | TryMyBank.com | 850.926.4320 NMLS# 393620 FDIC@
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