
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Retiring after 30 years in the 
Wakulla school system, the impact 
of Jo Ann Daniels’ educational lead-
ership and community involvement 
continually resonates throughout 
the schools and community of 
Wakulla County. 

Now, she is actively volunteering 
in the schools and as president of 
the Wakulla Optimist Club and Ju-
nior Optimist clubs. “Once a teach-
er, always a teacher,” Daniels says. 

Her educational career was 
launched at Wakulla High school 
teaching physical science. Her 
thirst for knowledge led her to seek 
additional certifications in both so-
cial studies and Spanish. Daniels 
majored in Spanish Education. 

“I knew since 7th grade I wanted 
to be a teacher, I went ahead and PH
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Turn to Page 7

Jo Ann Daniels
Retired educator, former school board member, is still working with students

While our specialty is cabinets & 
countertops for kitchen and baths, 

our passion is design, lifestyle 
and budget. 

Serving Wakulla & Tallahassee 
to St. George Island
Open: Mon. – Fri. 9a.m to 4p.m. 
Appointments available to 
better serve you.

850-745-6053 
2510 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville

www.CabsandCounters.com 
We accept all major credit cards  • Financing now Available

Locally 
Owned & Operated by Anne 
Henson

“Mom Rea� y  Wants a New Kitchen”

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa

“The little paper”
onthlyeighbor
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850-926-5919
FAMILYFHC.COM

3106 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Funeral Home & Cremation Services

Family

at Harvey Young Chapel

Why Pre-Plan
FOR YOUR FAMILY, FOR YOURSELF, 
     FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

leetrailersales.net

3922 Crawfordville rd. 
tallahassee, Fl 32305 

850 878-0788 • SaleS • PartS • rePairS
same location

for 41 Years
locally Owned 
and Operated

Family 
Owned & 
Operated

Start Blue. Stay Blue.

Jo Ann Daniels says ‘Once a teacher, always a teacher.’
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HOUSEH
OLD 

HAZARD
OUS 

WASTE
“NOT ALL TRASH IS 

      CREATED EQUAL”

 

See further details at kwcb.org

SAT. MAY 17,2025

9 AM-1 PM

Amne�y
Event

SAT. MAY 17, 2025
Wakulla Community Center
318 Shadeville Rd. Crawfordville FL

9 am-1 pm or 
until capacity is met

SAT. MAY 17, 2025
Wakulla Community Center
318 Shadeville Rd. Crawfordville FL

9 am-1 pm

We will be accepting 8 tires per resident 
with proof of residency. 

Tires from commercial shops will not be accepted. 
Tires must be off the rim. 

Photo ID must be presented.

SHRED EVENT

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE

TIRE AMNESTY

• Limit of 
  3 boxes or bags per person
 • No need to remove staples, paperclips 
     or file folders.
  • No binders, metal or plastic-i.e. CDs, 
     floppy discs, ziplock bags, 
    credit cards, etc.

PreventtPrevent 
FraudFraud

PreventPrevent
IdentittyyIdentity 

TheftftfTheft

ShredShred
SensitiveSensitive

DocumentsDocuments
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Everyone seemed to be doing well except me and my career. And 
my accent was no helping me any.

-Desi Arnaz

For rates
 on this ad 

space, contact 
Lynda Kinsey 

(850) 962-8019.
If you are reading this - so are others!

HISTO-
RY

MAY 1925
In Dayton, Tennessee, Dayton City 

School biology teacher John T. 
Scopes was arrested after teaching 
evolution from a chapter in the text-
book Civic Biology, in a violation of  a 
new Tennessee state law. Scopes was 
released after a bail bond of  $1,000 

was posted on his behalf.
The city of Bradentown in 

Florida, had its name changed 
to “Bradenton” with the sign-
ing of a bill by Governor John 

W. Martin.
U.S. Navy seaplane set 
a new record by staying 

airborne for 28-and-a-half 
Malcolm X, Black Muslim 
minister and activist; as 

Malcolm Little, in Omaha, 
Nebraska.

May 8 - A steamer with 72 
passengres capsized in the 

Mississippi River. Tom Lee,  a 
39 year old black man who 

couldnt swim, passing by in his 
small wooden skiff Zev, rescued 
32 passengers from the numb-
ing waters by making trops to 
shore. A park was later named 
in his honor. They loved him in 

Memphis.

   MISS INFORMATION FUN PAGE  By Lynda Kinsey
Content contributors William Dickman

FLORIDA HISTORY 
Florida has 175 state parks, trails, & historic sites. The 

parks cover almost 800,000  acres & 100 miles of white 
sand beaches. According to the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection, this system is one of the largest 
in the nation.

According to Visit Florida, Dunedin’s Honeymoon Island 
State Park is the most visited in the entire state. The 

smallest State Park measures in at about 0.8 acres, the 
Fernandina Plaza Historic State Park is a grassy lot on a 
bluff overlooking the Amelia River. in North Florida. The 

largest is The largest Florida state park is Fakahatchee 
Strand Preserve State Park, just west of Copeland, Flor-
ida, is roughly 85,000 acres. It’s a linear swamp forest 

known for its unique biodiversity and subtropical strand 
swamp ecosystem.

The oldest State park in Florida is Olustee Battlefield 
Historic State Park. This park tells the story of Florida’s 

largest Civil War battle, which took place Feb. 20, 1864. 
Located in Bakers County, Florida.

Gilchrist Blue Springs is the newest addition to Florida 
State Parks.

The Chicken or the
Egg...

According to the internet...
Chickens have great memories & can recognize over 100 faces.
Chickens have strong color vision & can dream while they sleep.

Different types of  chickens lay different colored eggs: blue, brown, 
pale pink, green and more. All colors TASTE the same. 

The American Poultry Association recognizes approx. 100 different 
chicken breeds, in the US.

Some breeds can co-habitate. 
Chickens are closely related to the T-Rex.

GARDENING
May is still a good time 

for planting warm-season 
crops like squash, beans, cu-

cumbers, and melons. Warm soil 
is crucial for seed germination and 

plant growth.
It is also a good time to transplant seedlings 
of tomatoes and other vegetables that were 

started indoors or your greenhouse,
 & your tropical or subtropical 

fruits.

Florida Trivia

#1.  What city in Florida has the most bars per 
capita? 

#2.  46 million people visit Florida or is it Disney, each 
year?

#3. What did Benjamin Green of Miami invent
#4. Florida has two seasons – Can you  name them?

#5. What city is nicknamed the River City?
#6. “Jacksonville” got it’s name in 1822, what was it called 

prior.
Answers:

#1 Key West, #2 Disney, #3 Suntan lotion, #4 Wet & Dry, 
#5 Jacksonville,

#6 Cowford

Bla...
Bla...BLAH...

Bla

-GETTING OLDER-
“I’m old enough to know 

better - but now old enough 
to do it anyway”.

“At my age I still look good, 
but I don’t look so good. I 
can’t ever find anything.”

- Mr. Jimmy, 
Panacea

 

For rates
 on this ad 

space, 
contact 

Lynda Kinsey 
(850) 962-8019.

-Vintage 
-AnTiqueing

-COLLECTING
MURANO GLASS
Real or FAKES? 

The secret art of Murano 
glass creation is passed down 
from generation to generation 
within the Miranese families. 

Their glass is 100% clear glass. 
Some infused with gold or 925 

silver.
1.Look for imperfections, 
small bubble and pontil.

2. Look for signiture of glass 
master - verify name online

3. Look for the sticker of the 
artist - go online and check 
where the artist is located, 

needs to be Murano Island.
4. Striking colors and master-

ful layering.
genuine Murano glass is known 

for its heaviness, thickness, 
high clarity, unique shine 

inticate designs.

~Etiquette~
The first rule of etiquite 

is to: Treat others as 
you would want to be 

treated.
What is the ultimate prin-

ciple of etiquette?
“Please” & “thank you,” 
holding doors, chewing 
with our mouths closed, 
dressing appropriately, 

shaking hands are all indi-
cations of good manners. 
But the principles of et-
iquette expresses some-

thing more: consideration, 
respect, and honesty.

SPORTS-
What baseball team set a Major League Baseball record that 

would stand 99 years later, hitting eight “triples” (a player’s run 
to the third of four bases after a hits) in a 15 to 5 win over the 

St. Louis Cardinals?

“There is nothing so annoying as to have two people go 
right on talking when you’re interrupting.“– Mark Twain

SNARCyiSMS!
-“A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy 

enough people to make it worth the effort.” —Unknown
-“I’m on a seafood diet. I see food, and I eat it.”

-If a woman says “First of all” during an argument, run away, because she has already 
prepared research, data and charts that will destroy you.

2219 Crawfordville Hwy • Crawfordville • 926-3300

S A L E S  -  S E RV I C E  -  R E PA I R

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS - CHAINS SAWS FROM $19999

3  Y
3  Y

MOWERS

Open Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon • 3youtdoorequipment.com

You 
Asked, 

I answered… 
Being a Mom IS the greatest 

job you will ever have…
                 XO, Quincee

 Locally Owned- Darell Land
25 Aaron Strickland Rd
Crawfordville, Fl 32327

850-745-8065
www.USAbuiltsheds.com

Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter 
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Better Business Bureau

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993

licensed & insured

• Quality Residential and Commercial Repainting

• Pressure Washing • Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs • Cabinet Painting 

• Deck Restoration

You can now subscribe to The Sun online!
To receive our Weekly Newspaper please visit 

www.thewakullasun.com and click on the subscribe 
today button or scan the QR code Here.

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL 
• STORM DAMAGE •

• TREE PRESERVATION •
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certifi ed  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualifi ed

850-421-8104

The Pitsburgh Pirates
ANSWER:

View the Sun Monthly e-edi-
tion on mobile or PC using 

this QR code.

“The little paper”
onthlyeighbor
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Extension Director

As the school year 
draws to a close, 
parents and guard-
ians face the annual 
challenge of keeping 
their children active 
and engaged during 
the long summer 
months. With the 
absence of struc-
tured school days, 
it is crucial to find 
ways to maintain a 
balance between re-
laxation and produc-
tive activities. Here 
is why keeping kids 
active and engaged 
during the summer 
is important, along 
with some practical 
tips to achieve this 
goal.

Regular physical 
activity is essential 
for children’s health. 
It helps in maintain-
ing a healthy weight, 
building strong 
bones and muscles, 
and reducing the risk 
of developing chronic 
diseases. During the 
summer, when chil-
dren are not bound 
by the school sched-
ule, it is an excel-
lent opportunity to 
encourage outdoor 

play and sports. 
Staying active is not 
just about physical 
health; it also sig-
nificantly impacts 
mental well-being. 
Engaging in physi-
cal activities can re-
duce stress, anxiety, 
and depression. It 
also promotes better 
sleep and improves 
overall mood.

The phenomenon 
known as the “sum-
mer slide” refers to 
the loss of academic 
skills over the sum-
mer break. Keeping 
children engaged in 
educational activ-
ities can help mit-
igate this effect. 
Activities such as 
reading, educational 
games, and visits to 
museums can keep 
their minds sharp. 
Summer activities 
often involve group 
settings, whether it 
is a sports team, a 
summer camp, or a 
community project. 
These environments 
provide children 
with opportunities to 
develop social skills, 
make new friends, 
and learn teamwork 
and cooperation.

Summer is a time 
for children to ex-
plore new interests 
and hobbies. Wheth-
er it is learning to 
play a musical in-
strument, trying out 
a new sport, or en-
gaging in arts and 
crafts, these activi-
ties can foster cre-
ativity and a love 
for lifelong learning. 

Enrolling children in 
summer camps offers 
a variety of activities 
that can keep them 
physically active and 
mentally stimulated. 
From sports camps 
to science camps, 
there are options to 
suit every interest. 
Taking advantage of 
the warm weather by 
planning outdoor ac-
tivities such as hik-
ing, biking, swim-
ming, or even simple 
backyard games not 
only keeps kids ac-
tive but also allows 
them to connect with 
nature.

The UF/IFAS Ex-
tension Service in 
Wakulla County is 
offering a variety of 
summer day camps 
for children ages 
6-18. These camps 
are focused on dif-
ferent areas of inter-
est from cooking and 
crafts to animals and 
exercise. The camps 
are built around 
teaching kids new 
skills and engaging 
both their minds and 
bodies. Slots are fill-
ing up fast, so call 
Christy Pearson at 
(850) 901-7092 to 
learn more and re-
serve your child’s 
spot today!

While summer is a 
time for relaxation, 
having a loose rou-
tine can help chil-
dren stay organized 
and make the most of 
their time. Including 
a mix of physical ac-
tivities, educational 
tasks, and free play 

in their daily sched-
ule can be beneficial. 
Making reading a 
part of the daily rou-
tine is also import-
ant. Visiting the local 
library, participating 
in summer reading 
programs, or setting 
up a cozy reading 
nook at home can 
make reading both 
educational and a 
great way to unwind.

Summer is the per-
fect time for children 
to explore new hob-
bies. Planning activ-
ities that the whole 
family can enjoy to-
gether, such as fami-
ly bike rides, picnics, 
or game nights, can 
create lasting mem-
ories and strengthen 
family bonds. En-
couraging children 
to participate in 
community service 
projects can teach 
valuable life skills 
and instill a sense 
of responsibility and 
empathy.

Keeping kids ac-
tive and engaged 
during the summer 
is essential for their 
overall development. 
By incorporating a 
variety of physical, 
educational, and so-
cial activities, par-
ents can ensure that 
their children have a 
fun, productive, and 
enriching summer. 
Balancing relaxation 
with structured ac-
tivities can help chil-
dren return to school 
refreshed and ready 
to learn.

Keeping kids active, engaged 
during the summer

Gerald Brown 
PhotographyPhotography

• Licensed Drone Operator
•Beach Portraits
•Special Occasions

•Events
850-545-4281 

GeraldBrownPhoto@Gmail.com

Follow me on instagram:
GeraldBrownFoto

PHOTO BY DR. RACHEL PIENTA, WAKULLA 4-H
Keeping youth active and engaged during the summer can help them stay fit and ready for the 

upcoming school year.

sunchaserfitness.com

ROCHELLE 
THAYER
714.600.8070
 hello@sunchaserfitness.com

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT THE 

WAKULLA SUN THROUGH THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.
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We accept donations by card or check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation and write in the check memo 
line that you want the donation to go to � e Wakulla Sun.

Send it to 
  Florida Press Foundation 
  336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, 
  Tallahassee FL 32301

ALL PRO
FENCE & DECK

850-408-7709
Commercial, Residential, Decks, Gates & More
Locally Owned & Operated • 30 years experience • Licensed & Insured

Joey 
Olah

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT THE 
WAKULLA SUN THROUGH THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

Your donation will help 
keep the presses running.

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

YOU’RE IN KRAFT COUNTRY

MAHAN DRIVE TALLAHASSEE, FL • kraftnissan.com

LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!

Wakulla County and Surrounding Areas 
are Offi cially part of Nissan Country. 

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS…

LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!

BUY 3 TIRES 
GET THE 4TH

FREE!!!*

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER HOUSEHOLD. MAY NOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
*MUST BE DEALER INSTALLED. INSTALLATION AND BALANCE EXTRA. VALID THRU JULY 1, 2024

SCAN HERE 
TO SET 

YOUR OWN 
APPOINTMENT

WE REDUCED THE PRICE OF THE 
2025 MODEL ROGUE AND PATHFINDER 

SUV’S BY UP TO $1,930 PER MODEL.
 OUR 2025 NISSAN ROGUE AND 
PATHFINDER SUV’S ARE PRICED 

BELOW LAST YEARS MSRP. 
ROGUE NOW STARTS AT $28,590
PATHFINDER STARTS AT $36,400

S A L E :  S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 5
9 : 0 0  a . m .  t o  5 : 0 0  p . m .

O p e n  F r i d a y ,  S a t u r d a y ,  M o n d a y  &  T u e s d a y
9 : 0 0  a . m .  -  5 : 0 0  p . m .  O p e n  S u n d a y  1 2 : 0 0

n o o n  -  4 : 0 0  p . m .

M a r s h a  C r a w f o r d  C r i s l e r
D i r e c t o r  R e g i o n  1 2  A H S

N e w s l e t t e r  C h a i r  5 8 5  R e h w i n k e l
R d ,  C r a w f o r d v i l l e ,  F l o r i ad 3 2 3 2 7

( 8 5 0 )  5 2 8 - 7 4 7 3

D A Y L I L Y  G A R D E N S

C R A W F O R D

Senior Photos, Awards 
and more. 

Call (850) 962-8019
Advertising Deadline: May 2, 

Publication Date: May 15

Locally Owned 
& Operated 
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(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm •  Sat. 8am - 2pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.net

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 05/30/25

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Offered

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF$5 OFF

A/C 
Service

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifl ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-575-1999 • 850-926-6111 • 850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 37 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

20242024

By GREG GAST
 

Acceptance is the key 
to happiness. Wanting 
reality to be anything 
but what it is the root of 
all suffering. It is hard 
to let go of the past and 
accept whatever event 
has happened to us. The 
more we fight and resist 
instead of having ac-
ceptance of what is, the 
more likely we are to suf-
fer and experience pain. 

Life is a mess, and it will 
always throw curve balls 
that we can’t prepare for. 
Here are some things 
you can mentally train 
yourself to be more resil-
ient and ready to accept 
life on its terms.

Having acceptance of 
yourself is important for 
your happiness. There is 
only one of you in this 
world. You are totally 
unique, one of a kind so 
accept yourself as you 
are and play a role in 
shaping the world. Life is 
all about impermanence. 
Things always change so 
the one thing you need 
to accept is life is that 
nothing stays the same.

You’ll always be get-
ting older. Acceptance 
of what is is about ac-
knowledging that you 
only live once and time is 
running out. Do things 

you want to do while you 
can do them. Acceptance 
is all about the realiza-
tion that in life you’re 
going to lose people. You 
lose romantic partners. 
Friends, and even family 
members. It is important 
to notice that people will 
come into your life unex-
pectedly as well. So let 
them all know how you 
appreciate them. 

Life is chaotic, disor-
ganized, and random. 
You can’t plan the or-
der of how things in life 
will work out. No matter 
how badly we want there 
to be order for life to go, 
it just doesn’t work out 
that way. Realizing this 
will put you on the track 
of finding inner peace 
amid the chaos. Your 
thoughts aren’t you. The 
main goal of thoughts 
are to keep you alive for 

as long as possible. Re-
mind yourself that you 
can pick and choose 
which thoughts you lis-
ten to, so choose wisely.

You cannot control 
people. We can influence 
people; be in reality we 
should just let them be. 
Everyone has a different 
path in life. Accept that 
people will sometimes do 
things differently than 
you. You can choose 
your friends, but you 
can’t choose your fami-
ly members. Acceptance 
that sometimes certain 
family members are tox-
ic people, but they are 
still family.

Acceptance of the 
weather is crucial in 
life. We have seasons 
that change, and this 
is a reminder that we 
don’t control this plan-
et. Mother Nature does. 

Acceptance of the past 
is the only way to live 
in the present. The past 
is behind you, it is un-
changeable. When you 
realize that the present 
moment is all you have, 
you realize how much 
you can do right now.

People are a mix of 
good and bad. People 
who make mistakes will 
learn from them. People 
who seem to not make 
any will make them too. 
You can be the nicest, 
kindest person in the 
world and still have peo-
ple who will hate you. 
Live life on your terms. 
You should be your 
number one fan, not 
your enemy. Don’t let 
your inner critic match 
the voice of any haters. 

Acceptance is the re-
alization that you won’t 
do all the things you 

hoped to do or see in 
your life. Nobody ever 
accomplishes everything 
they’d like to do before 
they die. Sometimes 
you shouldn’t get what. 
Sometimes it is just not 
possible to get what we 
want. Accepting this re-
membering that you can 
still live a happy and 
good life despite not get-
ting what you want. 

Acceptance is the key 
component to things in 
life. Resistance instead 
of acceptance of what 
is, is what leads to one’s 
misery. Being accepting 
of things sets us free.

Let me know what you 
think…

	
Greg Gast is Real Life 

Counseling, 3295 Craw-
fordville Hwy., suite #4, 
Crawfordville FL 32327.

Real Life acceptance

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

Payment must be made to the Florida Press 
Foundation, write in the check memo line that  
you want the donation to go to The Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation at 336 East 
College Avenue, Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301

FOLLOW THE SUN.
Your local source for news.
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From Front Page

went to college so I can 
teach,” she says.

“When (the late su-
perintendent) Roger 
Stokely asked me to 
come teach at Wakulla 
Middle School, he said 
I was great for for the 
interdisciplinary style of 
teaching.” Daniels went 
on to teach the 6th grade 
there. “I liked the middle 
school, and I taught for 
another 8 years, I en-
joyed getting to know the 
kids personally.”

Interdisciplinarity is 
defined as ‘the involve-
ment of two or more ac-
ademic, scientific, or ar-
tistic disciplines. Applied 
to learning, this would 
mean taking a holistic 
approach, combining 
multiple disciplines to 
achieve one common 
purpose. For example, 
Daniels explained how 
a science lesson on ver-
tebrates (animals with 
a back bone or spinal 
column), followed by a 
reading history lesson 
on the country of Japan, 
followed by a lesson in 
art class on gyotaku-a 
form of Japanese art 
involving fish printing, 
next, learning basics in 
the language of Japa-
nese, haiku in English 
class and Japanese mu-
sic, the student is well 
immersed in the subject.

The next career mile-
stone for Daniels was 
earning her master’s 
degree in educational 
leadership from Florida 
State University.  Next, 
Wakulla Middle School 
Principal Bob Myhre 
asked me to come up to 
the school’s main office, 
he said she would still be 
teaching, but instead of 
students, she would be 
teaching teachers. 

“From my experience, 
I knew what students 
need, I know what teach-
ers need and I was very 

organized, and that 
helped a lot,” she says. 

Later, Daniels’ title 
was changed to Assis-
tant Principal. Her new 
role included new teach-
er introductions, curric-
ulums and grants. “We 
were a model middle 
school for the State of 
Florida and Department 
of Education’s Best Prac-
tices. We had visitors 
to our school from all 
over the United States, 
Florida, Israel, Russia 
included. We also had 
five schools assigned 
to us for us to help im-
prove them; We had tour 
groups come in and view 
our schools.”

Daniels was promoted 
to WMS principal when 
Bob Myhre went to the 
School Board District 
Office, and she served 
in that role for 12 years. 

“We were the only 
middle school at the 
time, so I knew any 
young child in our coun-
ty was going to be mine 
(as a student); and it was 
a neat experience, and I 
enjoyed the progress the 
students made.”

The goodness and 
fruits of Daniels’ la-
bors are yielded in mid-
dle school’s comput-
er labs. “I was able to 
write grants and create 
two computer labs for 
multi-media desktop 
publishing and comput-
er animation. The idea 
was for the students to 
feel that they can do 
something fun when 
they come to school and 
learn job skills for the 
future at the same time, 
they started revamping 
all of the technology to 
help the kids with what 
they are seeing in the 
real world.’ 

Blazing a path of ex-
cellence, Daniels ran for 
School Board and was 
there for 8 years. 

“I felt with my 30 
years in the system, I 

knew school law and 
finance, and I knew I 
could make a difference, 
I knew I could do that, so 
I did. I knew I could help, 
and it would be a good fit 
for me to do,” she says.

 “Now that I have 
been volunteering for 
two days a week at 
Riversink Elementary 
School, I tutor math, I 
help students see what 
it is that they got wrong 
(on a test), we come back 
and do it again. I read 
aloud novels, grade pa-
pers, conduct mini sci-
ence labs – I bring in 
my rocks and seashells, 
salt crystals, fun stuff 
to get them interested 
and get them thinking,” 
she says. “I also teach 
a little Spanish; I want 
kids to see how great 
it is to speak different 
languages from different 
cultures, it brings them 
closer.”

Instilling lifelong val-
ues into Wakulla’s kids 
and giving back to the 
community is something 
she taKes pride in: “I 
enjoy doing the presi-
dent of Coastal Optimist 
Club, we run three Ju-
nior Optimist Clubs at 
Riversink Elementary, 
Crawfordville Elemen-
tary and Wakulla High 
School. Our motto is 
‘Friend of Youth.’”Coor-
dinating events such as 
school supply drives and 
ensuring all students in 
the county have supplies 
is what makes Daniels a 
community leader. 

“Our Junior Optimist 
students get involved 
in community service 
projects and learn lead-
ership skills. We have 
planted trees from Ar-
bor Day and created 
two butterfly gardens 
at Riversink. We involve 
students in local pa-
rades and county events. 
The students also raise 
money on ‘Hat Day’ to 
help parents of children 
who need treatments for 
serious illnesses with 
gas or motel expenses,” 

she says.
“With the Optimist 

Clubs, we do essay con-
tests, oratorical contests 
and poster contests. I 
help coordinate and give 
the kids a chance to 
compete in academic 
areas for cash prizes; it’s 
all about the kids. 

A big fundraiser for 
the club is the Men 
Bakes Cakes event. This 
event’s proceeds go to 
four annual scholar-
ships for any graduat-
ing Wakulla students 
who apply. Applications 
are available online 
at Wakulla Academic 
Boosters (WAB), and 
Daniels is vice president 
of that organization. 

“This year, we are 
giving out 60 scholar-
ships. WAB was started 
in 1979 by Mike and An-
drea Carter, Grady McK-
enzie, and Guy Hudson, 
who donated a consider-
able amount of money to 
get WAB started. We now 
have a lot of people who 
donate to go towards 
college, trade or techni-
cal school scholarships. 
My favorite part of the 
whole year is when I do 
the Senior Awards Day 
and see the excitement 
of winning.” 

Proudly, Daniels says, 
“Wakulla County is the 
only county I know that 
has academic boosters.” 

Daniels serves as the 
moderator for the Brain 

Bowl competition for 
elementary and middle 
schools. “I am proud 
of the middle and high 
school – the middle 
school is involved in 
the National Associa-
tion Quiz Bowl tourna-
ments. The questions 
are extremely difficult 
and some of our kids 
have advanced to the 
Nationals level at this 
event.” 

Involvement in the 
Wakulla County Histori-
cal Society earns Daniels 
another notch in her belt 
of Wakulla excellence. 
She says, “By helping to 
edit the book ‘Heritage of 
Wakulla County, Florida’ 
I was able to learn about 
the settlers and the pio-
neer families of Wakulla 
County.” 

Daniels also provides 
flags for veterans. “I 
make sure they get on 
the graves in Wakulla,” 
she says. As director 
of the cemetery at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic Church since 
the late 1980s, Daniels 
says: “I am privileged 
because I have worked 
with so many families 
within the school sys-
tem, I am familiar with 
them when I see them 
at the cemetery.” Daniels 
says that connection al-
lows her to offer comfort 
at a time when families 
are bereaved. 

Daniels’ commitment 

to excellence is a family 
tradition, as well. “My 
kids and grand kids 
have all done well in 
the school system. My 
son James is a teacher 
at Riversprings Mid-
dle School and my son-
in-law Bill Taylor also 
teaches there. My hus-
band Lloyd spent his 
career teaching History 
at Wakulla High School.”  

The Daniels have one 
grandson, Ronin Taylor 
at Wakulla High School, 
and another grandson, 
Legion Taylor at Florida 
State University. (Legion 
is a former reporter for 
The Wakulla Sun.) 

“I just like working 
with kids, it’s import-
ant,” she says. “For our 
county to work, we must 
work with our kids so 
they appreciate what 
they have here in Wakul-
la and so they can take 
care of it in the future.”

“I like our natural 
environment here in 
Wakulla, the trees, the 
rivers and beautiful lo-
cations, I enjoy watching 
the birds and nature, 
and we need to keep 
Wakulla the way it is.”

When asked how and 
when she is going to stop 
community service and 
education, she said, “I 
don’t have any plan to 
stop; it gives me some-
thing to do every day.”

Jo Ann Daniels

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

Purchase a panther 
license plate to help 
protect the iconic Florida 
panther. Proceeds 
pay for research and 

management as well as the care and rehabilitation of injured 
panthers. You’ll be providing much needed support for conservation. 
It matters to us. 

Learn more about the Florida panther at MyfWC.com/panther.

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

It matters to us
     which plate you buy

Whether it’s buying or selling a primary home 
or your next vacation home in Wakulla County 

and the surrounding areas,
I’d be honored to be your Realtor®!

www.theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthfl orida            theamericandreamnorthfl orida

angie brookeANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

hope webbH O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

je�alynn marksJESSALYNN MARKS
REALTOR®

850.510.5377
Jessalynn@theamericandream.house

850-766-3675

RV RESORT
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850-926-4653
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WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN • Dcn. Dave Harris 
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm • Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 8:30 am. 

Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm
1st Saturday:  Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am

1st Saturday:  Mass at 9:30 am.
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm

Live Streaming - Sundays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Advertise your 
church in 

“The little paper”
onthlyeighbor

Call Lynda today 850-962-8019

  Greetings Wakulla citi-
zens! Thank you for  your 
precious time in  reading 
this column! The subject 
that God has placed on my 
heart are the “Doors” we 
have opened in our lives 
along with what we have 
allowed to come through 
those “doors” into our lives.  
You know God’s Word is 
so relevant and true today 
as much as in the day of 
Adam and Eve! Many peo-
ple today live this life as 
it is the totality of living. It 
definitely is not! Let us dive 
in shall we?
  Genesis chapters 1 and 2 
is the way God intended us 
to live on this earth, then 
chapter 3 happened, “The 
Fall of Man.” Before the fall, 
Adam and Eve met with 
God daily! Just imagine!, 
sitting with God while hav-
ing a cold spring water, just 
chatting about the day’s 
events!!! WOW WOW and 
WOW!  We now have to 
wait and hope that we en-
dure to the end and get into 
heaven! This is the  perfect 
lead into “Open Doors”,  
what in the world am I jib-
ber jabbering about?!
  An open door simply 
means come on in, right? 
Imagine leaving the front 
door of your house open 
as you went into town all 
day, there is no telling what 
would be in there when you 
arrived home. The “open 
door” I am speaking of 
is not an actual physical 
door, no, it is a metaphysi-
cal door, the supernatural, 
spiritual door. Our real 
world. A great example is in 
Genesis where our text-
book for living on this earth 
begins. You see, we did not 
have skin until Adam and 
Eve fell and needed the 
protection for their bodies, 
and God had to create 
our several layers of skin. 
Genesis 3:21 “And the 
LORD God made gar-
ments of skin for Adam 
and his wife, and clothed 
them.” Death that was not 
present, now is present. As 
soon as those two com-
mitted sin, their bodies 
and all living creatures and 
plant life started to die, a 
time limit was now in play. 
As LORD God was decree-
ing their punishment, the 
punishment that only He 
could pay in full, because 
we CAN NOT!, in Genesis 
3:19 tells of them going 
back where they came 
from, the dirt, Scripture 
says “3:19) By the sweat 
of your face You shall eat 
bread, Till you return to 
the ground, Because from 
it you were taken; For you 
are dust, And to dust you 
shall return.” Graveyards 
were then created. This is 
not the way God wanted! 
We are accountable for 
the choices we decide 
to make, the “doors” we 
willingly open, perhaps not 
“knowingly,” BUT willingly, 
God will allow us to reap 
what we choose to sow! 
He has freely given us His 
written Word, the Scrip-

tures, which is our instruc-
tion on how to live on this 
earth, His way. Jesus set 
the example. 
  God says to read the Mo-
saic Law, the first 5 books 
of the Old Covenant all 
the time to be reminded of 
what was done and why. In 
so doing you will be bless-
ed, Psalm 1:2 “But his 
delight is in the law of the 
LORD, And in His law he 
meditates day and night.” 
To get the full understand-
ing of this verse read the 
entire chapter, verses 
1-6.  In the Mosaic law you 
will find the “doors” they 
opened and the account-
ability they went through 
by LORD God. This is for 
us to know the wrong from 
the correct way so that we 
then repent and turn away 
from the sin that was in our 
lives and return to Him. 
In Psalm 19: 7 “ The law 
of the LORD is perfect, 
restoring the soul; The 
testimony of the LORD is 
sure, making the wise the 
simple.”
  In the time of today, the 
most common intruder is 
pride and disobedience, 
aka selfishness. You see 
God is The authority over 
all, everything! In Matthew 
28:18 “And Jesus came 
up and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has 
been given to Me in heav-
en and on earth.” Also in 
Ephesians 1:18-23, I pray 
that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened, so 
that you may know what 
is the hope of His calling, 
what are the riches of the 
glory of His inheritance in 
the saints, 19) and what is 
the surpassing greatness 
of His power toward us 
who believe. These are 
in accordance with the 
working of the strength 
of His might 20) which He 
brought about in Christ, 
when He raised Him from 
the dead, and seated Him 
at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21) far 
above all rule and author-
ity and power and domin-
ion, and every name that 
is named, not only in this 
age, but also in the one to 
come. 22) And He put all 
things in subjection under 
His feet, and gave Him 
as head over all things to 
the church, 23) which is 
His body, the fullness of 
Him who fills all in all.”   It 
is all in Scripture, all the 
how to’s; how to treat each 
other, our selves, to stay 
healthy, government (even 
mentions the political right 
and left!! Even states it as 
it is today! WOW!) I don’t 
want you to be kept in the 
dark on this so I will stay 
on this for a bit, it is all in 
red and you know what this 
means, He said the very 
Words! In Matthew 25:31-
46 Jesus is speaking of 
Judgment when He returns. 
He is holding people ac-
countable for their choic-
es they have made. He 
separates the sheep from 
the goats, the sheep are 

put on His right side and 
the goats are put on His 
left side for Judgement! No 
joke my friends! There are 
more! Know the “doors” are 
not right versus left, we are 
not the Judge! Close that 
“door” immediately! You 
do not want that wrath! Our 
desire should be to pray 
that all of us find His way to 
be our way so that we walk 
in love as He commands!
  When we are for, support 
or are pro  ANYTHING that  
GOD is not, this is a “door” 
we WILL be accountable 
for in Judgement! This is 
to the people that call 
themselves Christians, Be-
lievers in Christ. God loves 
every person on this earth, 
definitely! BUT!, when you, 
the one He loves chooses 
what He is against, then, 
you choose to be against 
God. As stated earlier, He 
gives us a chance to repent 
and choose His way and 
He will, through us praying 
and fasting for the change, 
He will take the desire for 
that sin out of us! Man!! 
This column is not going 
the way I thought!! I hope 
and pray that the ones He 
is calling to, hear His voice! 
He’s talking to someone in 
Wakulla county!! Man!!!
  He is very straight forward 
in what He is against!! In 
Galatians 5:16-21 “But 
I say, walk by the Spirit, 
and you will not carry out 
the desire of the flesh. 
17) For the flesh sets its 
desire against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against 
the flesh; for these are in 
opposition to one anoth-
er, so that you may not 
do the things that you 
please. 18) But if you are 
led by the Spirit, you are 
not under the Law. 19) 
Now the deeds of the 
flesh are evident, which 
are: immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 20) idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, disputes, dis-
sensions, factions, 21) 
envying, drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn 
you just as I have fore-
warned you that those 
who practice such things 
shall not inherit the king-
dom of God.” 
  The Scripture John 10: 
28 is on my heart to share, 
along with :27. First :28 
“ and I give eternal life 
to them, and they shall 
never perish; and no one 
shall snatch them out 
of My hand.” I hear many 
Christians say this in de-
fense. No one can take me 
from Him! Okay, in verse 
:27 “ My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me;”. 
Remember in order to 
follow Jesus, we MUST put 
self down, lay it down! All 
selfish desires and selfish 
ways…down!! Now reread 
Galatians 5:16-21 or better 
yet, the entire chapter, it 
is titled “Walk by Faith”. It 
is us who can separate us 
from Him! He still loves us, 

but He will allow us to fall 
if we SELFISHLY CHOOSE 
THE WORLD’S WAYS!! 
Repentance/turning away 
from sin is key!! Put anoth-
er above yourself at the 
sametime not expecting 
one thing from them!! Not 
even a debt owed!! You’ll 
know God has gotten hold 
of you then AND PRAISE 
GOD FOR IT!!!!
    If you are not Born Again 
and want to be, confess 
this outloud “ Dear Jesus, 
I am a sinner I know. Your 
Word says that I can call 
upon Your name and be 
saved, Romans 10:13 
says for “EVERYONE WHO 
CALLS ON THE NAME 
OF THE LORD WILL BE 
SAVED.” I call on Your 
name now today to be 
born again Jesus! Take my 
life today and use it for 
Your purposes, for Your 
Kingdom! I confess today 
that by grace I am saved 
through faith knowing 
that You went to the 
Cross and willingly gave 
Your Life for my life, paid 
the debt I can not pay and 
by Your blood shed, Your 
death, burial and Resur-
rection on the 3rd day I 
am now born again,  this 
is a gift from God I know! 
Thank You Jesus!!! 
  To complete your Salva-
tion you must be water 
baptized, this is your burial 
of your dead self and your 
new life with power, the 
Holy Spirit.*** Colossians 
2:9-12 “For in Him all the 
fullness of Deity dwells 
in bodily form, 10) and in 
Him you have been made 
complete, and He is the 
head over all rule and au-
thority; 11) and in Him you 
were also circumcised 
with a circumcision made 
without hands, in the 
removal of the body of the 
flesh by the circumcision 
of Christ; 12) having been 
buried with Him in bap-
tism, in which you were 
also raised up with Him 
through faith in the work-
ing of God, who raised 
Him from the dead.”  
*** 1 Peter 3:21-22 “ And 
corresponding to that, 
baptism now saves you, 
not the removal of dirt 
from the flesh, but an 
appeal to God for a good 
conscience through the 
resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22) who is at 
the right hand of God, 
having gone into heav-
en, after angels and 
authorities and powers 
had been subjected to 
Him.” ***Matthew 28:19 
“Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the na-
tions, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, 20) teaching them 
to observe all that I com-
manded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to 
the end of the ages.”

May this shine His Light on 
you and yours,
Deb Quackenbush / to-
be7encouraged.org

tobe7encouraged faith column
Think before you enter…
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Thursday, May 1
 

• “Big Fish,” a musical, will be 
performed at Wakulla High 
School at 6:30 p.m. Tickets 
are  $5 for students; $8 for 
adults. (Continues through 
May 4)
• The Rotary Club of Wakulla 
County meets at the TSC 
Wakulla Center at 8:30 a.m. 
on Thursdays.
• Coastal Optimist Club 
meets at noon at Myra Jean’s 
on the first and third Thurs-
days.
• The VFW Auxiliary Bingo 
Night will be held at 7 p.m. at 
475 Arran Road in Crawford-
ville, every Thursday. There 
are concessions and raffles.
• Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with Nel-
lie every Thursday. Classes 
are $12, at New Posh on 3079 
Crawfordville Hwy. RSVP to 
newposh3079@gmail.com or 
text/call at (850) 528-5838. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Friday, May 2

• “Big Fish” will be performed 
at Wakulla High School at 
6:30 p.m. Tickets are  $5 for 
students; $8 for adults. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 8 p.m. ev-
ery Friday at 54 Ochlockonee 
St. 

Saturday, May 3

• Rock the Dock will be held 
in Panacea thoughout the day 
at Woolley Park.
• “Big Fish” will be performed 
at Wakulla High School at 
6:30 p.m. Tickets are  $5 for 
students; $8 for adults. 
• Mermaids and Mimosas, a 
fundraiser for Gulf Specimen 
Marine Lab in Panacea, will 
be held from 4 to 7 p.m.
• The Panacea Community 
Garden Farmer’s Market will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon in Panacea.

Sunday, May 4

• Rock the Dock will be held 
in Panacea thoughout the day 
at Woolley Park.
• “Big Fish” will finish its run 
with a matinee at Wakul-
la High School at 2:30 p.m. 
Tickets are  $5 for students; 
$8 for adults. 

Monday, May 5

• County commission meets 
at 5 p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• The Wakulla Respite Pro-
gram is available for anyone 
with memory impairment at 
no cost from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Lake Ellen Baptist Church 
every Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
every Monday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.
• Gentle Yoga and Stetching 
Class, every Monday, 11 a.m. 
Wakulla Community Center. 
Bring a mat. Come early to 
sign in. Chair Yoga partici-
pants welcome. $2 per class.
• Yoga 101 with Nellie at 6 
p.m. Classes are $12, pack-
ages available at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at 
(850) 528-5838.

Tuesday, May 6

• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. at 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Yoga Flow with Nellie at 6 
p.m. Classes are $12, pack-
ages available at New Posh 
on 3079 Crawfordville Hwy. 
RSVP to newposh3079@
gmail.com or text/call at 

(850) 528-5838.

Wednesday, May 7

• Muffins with Moms Pre-
natal Support Group meets 
at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10 
a.m. at the Wakulla County 
Health Department. Contact 
Liz Neighbors at 850-888-
6078 or elizabeth.neighbors@
flhealth.gov for more infor-
mation.
• Wakulla County Coali-
tion for Youth meets at the 
Wakulla Public Library at 
12:30 p.m.
• A line dance class is held at 
1 p.m. at the Wakulla Senior 
Center every Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Thursday, May 8
 

• St. Marks City Commission 
meets at the St. Marks Yacht 
Club at 6 p.m.
• The Wakulla County Can-
cer Support Group meets in 
the Education Center of the 
Crawfordville United Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m. This 
group meeting is for men and 
women, regardless of the type 
of cancer. Spouses, caregivers, 
and friends are welcome. For 
more information, call 850-
926-6050.

Saturday, May 10

• Wakulla County Prepared-
ness Expo will be held at 
Hudson Park from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Learn how to be pre-
pared when disaster strikes.
• Beyond the Garden Gate, 
a tour of six private gardens 

in Wakulla County as a 
fundraiser for the Garden 
Club, is from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Tickets are $15 – cash 
or check only – and can be 
pruchased day of the event 
at the extension office. No 
children allowed; must be 16 
years old or older.
• Chomp ‘N Stomp, featuring 
food, music and a free keg, 
will be held at Palaver Tree 
Theater. Online tickets are 
$10 at palavertreetheater.org 
or $15 day of event.
• The Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet at 
the Wakulla County Public 
Library at 10 a.m. every  sec-
ond Saturday of the month.

Sunday, May 11

• Mother’s Day.

Monday, May 12

• The Wakulla County 
Planning Commission meets 
at 6 p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• The Sopchoppy City Com-
mission meets at 6:30 p.m. at 
City Hall.
• The Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group meets at Lake 
Ellen Baptist Church at 9:30 
a.m every second Monday of 
the month.
• Crawfordville Woman’s 
Club monthly meeting is 
the second Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 64 
Ochlockonee St., in Craw-
fordville. Call (850) 566-5727 
for more information.

Wednesday, May 14

• The Wakulla Garden Club 
meets at the public library 

at noon. The speaker will be 
Alexis Howard, TSC instruc-
tor, on urban farming.

Thursday, May 15

• The Wakulla Sun will hold 
a 3rd anniversary celebration 
at the newspaper office, 12 
Arran Road, beginning at 
5:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 17

• Amnesty Day for household 
hazardous wastes at the com-
munity center from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m, 

Monday, May 19

•  County commission meets 
at 5 p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• School board meets at the 
district office at 5:45 p.m.

Tuesday, May 20

• Sarracenia Chapter of the 
Florida Native Plant Soci-
ety, 6:30 p.m. – Wakulla Co. 
Library.   Ann Reams will be 
presenting a program on how 
our state lands are managed 
and the plan documents 
that keep the management 
goals on track.   For Zoom 
link email:  Sarracenia.nps@
gmail.com.   Free and open to 
the public..

Wednesday, May 21

• Wakulla Garden Club meets 
at noon at the public library. 
Joe Walthall of Native Nurs-
eries, will speak on attracting 
wild birds to your yard. 

Thursday, May 22

• Wakulla High School 
graduation will be held at J.D. 
Jones Stadium beginning at 
7 p.m.

Friday, May 23

• Earth Day Collaboration 
between Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful and Palaver 
Tree Theater will be celebrat-
ed at the theater at 6:30 p.m. 
It will feature a documentary 
screening and a discussion on 
reducing waste.

Saturday, May 24

•A fish fry fundraiser for 
Keely and Kiley Hand will 
be held at Hudson park be-
ginning at 11 a.m. The Hand 
family will use proceeds for 
Keely’s funeral and Kiley’s 
medical bills. $10 per plate.
• The Twin Towers, featuring 
jazz, funk and R&B music, 
will perform at Palaver Tree 
Theater at 8 p.m. Online tick-
ets are $10 at palavertreethe-
ater.org or $15 day of event.
 

Monday, May 26

• Memorial Day – banks and 
government offices will be 
closed for the holiday.
• Memorial Day observance 
will be held at the courthouse 
beginning at 10 a.m. 

Saturday, May 31

• County Line Craft Show, 
featuring vendors, food 
trucks and family fun, will 
be held at the Wakulla Shri-
ners Club, 4141 Crawfordville 
Hwy., from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

On the Horizon The calendar of events for May

Re-Sell
Store

850-926-4544
940 Shadeville Rd.

FU
LL

ER
 C

ENTER FOR HOU
SIN

G

W a k u l l a

CORBIN
 SYSTEMS

Commercial & Residential

Security Systems
Cameras
Smart Home Technology
Monotoring
Wireless & Networking
Audio/Visual Systems
Sound Systems

Digital Signage
Biometrics
Data Cabling
Fiber Optics
Access Control
Gates

850 491-6277 
Locally Owned and Operated • Insured – Licensed Contractors • Alarm Lic#EF20001549 Low Volt Lic#ES12001531

24 hours a day/
7 days a 
week

Coming Soon!
Florist, Boutique, and Personalized Gifts.
 Offering a full-service florist with 30 years experience, 
   delivery, wedding planning, and much more. 

Mother’s Day 
Special: 

pre-order your 
flowers and you 

get a free 
corsage for mom.

See us under the 
big white tent at 
95 Shadeville Rd., 
Crawfordville
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Early Crawfordville
Crawfordville was 

known as Shell Point un-
til 1865 when it was re-
named Crawfordville for 
Dr. John L. Crawford, 
a physician and Flor-
ida Secretary of State 
who was one of Wakulla 
County’s most prominent 
citizens. The men who 
served in the Civil War 
from Crawfordville were 
the Shell Point Rangers.

Unlike the cotton mer-
chants who lived on the 
St. Marks River and came 
from Maine and Rhode 
Island, the people who 
inhabited Crawfordville 
and western sections of 
the county were south-
erners who came from 
Pike County, Alabama, 
or the Carolinas. Near-
ly all came after Wakulla 
County was carved out 
of Leon County in 1843. 
Those who had come in 
the territorial days were 
the Yankee merchants. 
Among those who came 
from Pike County were 
the Councils, the Pigotts, 
the Poseys, and the Pelts. 
Pike County was only a 
way station for the Coun-
cils, who had originally 
come from North Caro-
lina. Few people came 
to Florida from Georgia, 
though it was the near-
est state. Perhaps they 
did not want to say they 
were descended from the 
inhabitants of debtors’ 
prisons.

After the war (which 
will be treated separately 
from this account), there 
were two grist mills near 
Crawfordville, one run by 
a Posey on Lost Creek and 
another located on Law-
hon Creek. People trav-
eled mostly by ox cart or 
wagon, and a trip to Tal-
lahassee took 15 hours. 
Most people camped over-
night when they made the 
trip. 

As older people are 
constantly reminding the 
younger, everyone worked 
hard. Even the smallest 
children contributed their 
bit. The girls, especially, 
spent most of their time 
helping with the spinning 
and weaving, and did the 
work in the evenings af-
ter the outside work was 
done. Mrs. Malvina Wha-
ley, who died in the late 
1950’s after living all her 
life in Ivan, helped her 
father on his farm from 
her earliest memories. 
She plowed, sowed, and 
did barn work, and in 
the evenings, she would 
work with her mother on 
a quilt. On Sundays she 
rose to church with her 
skirts so full she could 
ride astride. Mrs. Whaley 
reared three young girls 
after her husband’s death 
by going back to her Dixie 
plow and planting corn, 
peanuts, and potatoes, 
she taught her girls to 
sow, plow, and quilt, and 
when she could leave 
them alone, she would 

take eggs and walk into 
Shadeville and sell them 
for 16 to 20 cents a dozen. 
She made her soap out 
of cracklings, drippings, 
grease, leftover pieces of 
meat, and canned potash. 
Her mother made lye out 
of wood ashes.

Mrs. Whaley remem-
bered when people were 
hanged in public with 
the scaffold standing at 
the site of the Suwannee 
Store and taking her chil-
dren along to witness the 
executions. She remem-
bered many of the old 
superstitions of her day, 
some which still exist. 
She said the way to keep 
a hoot owl from hollering 
was to squeeze your wrist 
or tie your apron strings 
tighter. It was bad luck 
to sweep after dark or to 
carry a saw or hammer 
though a house and not 
carry it back out the same 
way. It was a bad omen 
to walk with one shoe off 
and one shoe on, or to 
have a chair placed any-
where but on the floor.

Another person who 
mentioned the super-
stitions prevalent in his 
childhood was C.K. Brad-
shaw of Panacea, who 
said it was bad luck to 
spin a door latch around 
or to twirl a chair on one 
leg. Mrs. Bradshaw add-
ed that her mother would 
never allow her children 
to sweep the floor after 
sundown for fear some-
thing bad would happen. 
Whistling in bed or sing-
ing there was an ill omen 
too.

The late Emma Ruth 
Pelt of Arran was the 
daughter of John Pigott, 
and she mentioned that 
her ancestors and those 
of others in the county, 
came to Wakulla County 
with horses pulling two-
wheeled carts. One of the 
places where they camped 
was the Nan Field near 
Arran, and a tent con-
sisted of a piece of canvas 

thrown over a ridge pole.
Along with her other 

duties as a girl, Mrs. Pelt 
picked cotton, hoed corn, 
spun cloth, and feath-
ered moss for making 
mattresses. The Span-
ish moss was taken from 
the water oaks, the trash 
picked out of it, then 
boiled and dried by hang-
ing on the fence.

Mrs. Pelt had her most 
serious accident while 
picking cotton at the 
age of 10. She had just 
brought in a basket of cot-
ton she had picked and in 
starting to weigh it she 
got her right arm caught 
on the hook of the weigh-
ing scales. The hook lift-
ed her two inches off the 
floor and nearly pulled off 
her arm. Her father came 
running at her screams 
and took her off the hook 
and got a neighbor, Un-
cle Jimmy Ezell, to sew 
up her arm with a needle 
and thread, after which 
her arm became infected 
and then she was taken 
to Dr. Laird in Crawford-
ville, who re-bandaged 
the wound without fur-
ther damage. Mrs. Pelt 
was blind in her later 
years and stayed with her 
son, Carmen Pelt, and his 
family in Arran. She al-

ways remained cheerful. 
The first cookstove 

in the community was 
bought by Uncle Jimmy 
Ezell in 1886. People from 
miles around came to 
bake their cakes in it.

On the subject of 
clothes, all the ladies 
seemed to think that 
modern clothes were 
much more sensible. 
Georgiann Vickers, who 
died in the late 1950’s at 
the age of 101, said girls 
would put their hair up 
in corn shucks on Sat-
urday night so their coif-
fures would look pretty 
in church the next day. 
They always wore their 
skirts to their ankles and 
the boys had to help them 
keep the hems from drag-
ging in the sand…and all 
this without letting their 
ankles show. Mrs. Pelt 
said the bustles that girls 
wore were sacks of cot-
ton tied around the waist 
with a belt. “A baby could 
of rode on one,” she add-
ed. The hoops that wom-
en wore resembled barrel 
hoops and were fastened 
by elastic. They held the 
skirts out like tents. Most 
of the dresses had long 
sleeves and were worn 
with an under-bodice. 
Once a corset was taken 

off a girl who had fainted 
in church while all the 
ladies present formed a 
screen around her. It was 
considered disgraceful to 
wear less than four petti-
coats.

Much of the early rec-
reation was practical. The 
people used to have house 
raisings and log rollings. 
Before the log rolling the 
trees were ringed. Af-
ter they decayed and fell 
over, they were rolled into 
a big pile and burned to 
get them out of the way. 
Panthers used to catch 
calves at nighttime and 
always hollered right be-
fore the moon went down. 
The wheels on wagons 
were greased with pine 
tar and tallow.

Another form of rec-
reation, which no one 
thought was practical, 
was mentioned by Mar-
ion Reeves of Ivan, a 
hunter before his death 
in Arran about 1960. He 
said that the main road 
through Crawfordville 
used to be converted into 
a racetrack, with betting 
high and handsome. He 
recalled that John Raker 
once put $300 at one time 
on a horse. He didn’t say 
whether he won or lost.

Mrs. Isabel Forbes, 

manager of the Suwanee 
Store, talks of some of 
the home remedies of 
her girlhood. Her parents 
used the “dollar” weed 
when she had an upset 
stomach. The plant was 
so-called because it had 
round leaves shaped like 
a half dollar and white 
flowers. The leaves were 
boiled, and she drank the 
liquid.

A good cure for cramps 
was the blacksnake weed. 
The root was scraped and 
made a strong tea which 
was served hot. Jeru-
salem oak, which was 
much like the ragweed, 
was made into a candy 
by adding sugar or syrup, 
and given to children as a 
cure for worms. Red oak 
bark, when boiled, was 
given to chickens for diar-
rhea. The low bush myrtle 
wasn’t used as a remedy 
for anything but chas-
ing fleas away from the 
house. Mrs. Mabel Rob-
erts of the Crawfordville 
school faculty said her 
grandmother would put 
snake root in alcohol and 
let it soak for a few days 
after which it was taken 
for indigestion. Mrs. Lu-
cille Towels of Crawford-
ville also mentioned “fever 
grass” as an antidote for 
malaria. She said that the 
grass was boiled, and the 
liquid given to the work-
ers on her father’s plan-
tation. Until the time of 
the war the biggest slave 
owner in the county was 
Abraham Gavin who lived 
near Shadeville. Many 
of his former slaves are 
named Gavin and own 
land that had been part 
of the plantation.

The Wakulla County 
Historical Society gift 
shop offers books by lo-
cal authors, including 
“The USS St Augustine 
(PG-54) Disaster and Au-
sley Lee Scarborough” 
by Mays Leroy Gray.

By Elizabeth Smith, originally published in the August 1964 issue of The Magnolia Monthly
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By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

A message from 
Sheriff Jared F. 
Miller:

As we enjoy the 
beautiful weather 
that spring brings 
to Wakulla County, 
it’s easy to forget 
that hurricane sea-
son is just around 
the corner. While 
June marks the of-
ficial start of the 
Atlantic hurricane 
season, the most 
active months typ-
ically arrive in late 
August or Septem-
ber. Still, I want to 
encourage everyone 
in our community 
to begin preparing 
now—before the 
storms appear on 
the radar.
Last year, Wakul-

la County was for-
tunate to avoid any 
major hurricanes, 
but that doesn’t 
mean we’ll be as 
lucky this year. If 
there’s one thing 
Florida weather has 
taught us, it’s that 
storms can form 
quickly, shift un-
predictably, and 
strengthen without 
much warning.
The best defense 

against any natural 
disaster—especial-
ly hurricanes—is 
early preparation. 
That means gath-
ering essential sup-
plies in advance, 
while stores are still 
stocked and before 
gas lines grow long. 
I recommend hav-
ing several days’ 
worth of nonperish-
able food, all nec-
essary prescription 
medications, bot-
tled water, working 
flashlights with ex-
tra batteries, and 
a battery-powered 
weather radio. It’s 
also wise to keep 
some cash on hand, 
since power out-
ages often impact 

card readers at gas 
stations and stores.
Every year, we see 

the same pattern 
repeated across the 
state—people rush-
ing to buy supplies 
at the last minute, 
only to find empty 
shelves and long 
waits. Don’t wait 
until a storm is ap-
proaching. Plan-
ning now will help 
keep you calm and 
focused later, when 
it matters most.
In addition to 

supplies, it’s crit-
ical to have an 
evacuation plan in 
place. Decide ahead 
of time under what 
c i r c um s t a n c e s 
you’ll leave your 
home and where 
you’ll go. If you 
have pets or live-
stock, make sure 
to include them in 
your planning. And 
if you intend to stay 
with friends or fam-
ily, it’s a good idea 
to talk with them 
now—let them 
know your plan 
and the conditions 
under which you’d 
evacuate. That ear-

ly communication 
can make all the 
difference when 
time is limited and 
decisions need to 
be made quickly.
We also need to 

talk about what 
happens after a 
storm passes. I un-
derstand the in-
stinct to go outside, 
look around, and 
check on neigh-
bors—but I strong-
ly urge you to stay 
home unless abso-
lutely necessary. 
After a hurricane 
or tropical storm, 
our emergency 
crews are focused 
on clearing roads 
of fallen trees and 
power lines. Extra 
vehicle traffic slows 
that work down and 
puts more people at 
risk.
In some cases, 

we may limit access 
to heavily impacted 
areas to homeown-
ers only in order 
to prevent theft or 
looting. Often, the 
most helpful thing 
residents can do in 
those early hours 
after a storm is sim-

ply stay put. That 
allows our teams 
to move faster and 
more safely.
While my office 

doesn’t control how 
or when power is 
restored, I want to 
share some insight 
on how utility com-
panies typically 
prioritize service. 
Their first focus is 
always on hospi-
tals and emergency 
services, followed 
by major business-
es and retail areas. 
From there, crews 
work to restore 
power to the largest 
number of homes at 
once. That means 
if you live on a re-
mote road with just 
a few houses, or if 
yours is the only 
home without pow-
er in your area, it 
may take longer 
for service to be re-
stored—especially 
if damage is wide-
spread.
I know hurri-

canes may feel like 
something we al-
ways have time to 
prepare for, but 
that’s not always 

the case. Many of 
us remember the 
lead-up to Hurri-
cane Michael in 
2018—going to bed 
with a forecast for 
a Category 2 storm 
and waking up to a 
devastating Catego-
ry 5.
Let’s not wait un-

til the last minute. 
The time to prepare 
is now—while the 
skies are still clear 
and there’s time to 
think clearly. I want 
our entire commu-
nity to be as safe 
and ready as possi-
ble should a storm 
head our way.
As always, if you 

have questions or 
need assistance, 
my team is here to 
help. You can call 
the Wakulla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
anytime at (850) 
745-7100. And re-
member—my door 
is always open.
Stay safe, stay 

ready.

Jared Miller is 
Wakulla County 
Sheriff.

Hurricane season coming – prepare now
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CLUES 
ACROSS
  1. Become less 
intense
  6. Variety of 
pear
 10. Religion na-
tive to China
 14. Type of 
tooth
 15. Fitted out
 17. Make every 
effort
 19. Autonomic 
nervous system
 20. Complete
 21. Alternate 
name
 22. River in 
France and Bel-
gium
 23. Miami’s 
mascot is one
 24. Turfs
 26. Most cogni-
zant of reality
 29. Broad vol-
canic crater
 31. Canadian 
surname

 32. Satisfaction
 34. Traitorous 
Greek mytho-
logical prince
 35. Collide
 37. Immune 
response
 38. Feline
 39. High opin-
ion of one’s own 
appearance
 40. Thin strip to 
align parts
 41. Containers
 43. Convicted 
American spy
 45. Breathe 
noisily
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes 
made from 
buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. I.M.__, ar-
chitect
 53. Have sur-
gery
 57. Formal 
withdrawal
 58. Dutch and 

German sur-
name
 59. Square mea-
sures
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Degrade 
someone
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Siberian 
river
  2. Blessing
  3. Substitutes 
(abbr.)
  

4. Principle 
underlying the 
universe
  5. Work unit
  6. Yellow edible 
fruits
  7. Gemstone
  8. A place ships 
dock (abbr.)
  9. Evergreen 
tropical tree
 10. Reality TV 
star Richards
 11. Nonflower-
ing aquatic plant
 12. Stakes
 

13. Antidiuretic 
hormone
 16. Make warm 
again
 18. Light beams
 22. Lethal dose
 23. Terrorist 
group
 24. Kids love 
him
 25. Naturally 
occurring solid
 27. German 
surname mean-
ing “man from 
Saxony”
 28. Popular cui-
sine
 29. Partner to 
cheese
 30. Type of 
horse
 31. __ Diego
 33. Defensive 
nuclear weapon
 35. Most 
shrewd
 36. It may be 
for shopping
 37. Midway be-
tween south and 
southeast

 39. A stock of 
foods
 42. The bind-
ings of books
 43. Swiss river
 44. Megabyte
 46. Sammy __, 
songwriter
 47. Dutch colo-
nist
 48. Clare Booth 
__, American 
writer
 49. Sun or solar 
disk
 50. Popular 
type of bread
 51. Transfers of 
money (abbr.)
 52. Association 
of engineering 
professionals
 53. Young 
women’s associ-
ation
 54. City
 55. Niger-Con-
go branch of 
languages
 56. Pointed end 
of a pen
 

Crossword_ ___________

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!

Leave 
Nothing 
But Your 
Footprints
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum

HANDYMAN & PRESSURE 
WASHING SERVICES

Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

SERVICES

SALES & RENTALS

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Andrea 

Zinker at (850) 878-5310.

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

49 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
37 YEARS

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

HELP WANTED

OFFICE FOR LEASE
“THE LOG CABIN

TWO OFFICE SUITES 
AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

WAITING AREA, 
TWO BATHROOMS, 

FULL KITCHEN
$340-410/MONTH. MOST 
UTILITIES INCLUDED”

(850) 926-2955

772-486-8110
Pool Services, LLC

Locally Owned & Operated Lic. & Ins.

FREE ESTIMATES
A� ordable 

Pricing
Pool Services, LLCPool Services, LLCPool Services, LLCPool Services, LLCPool Services, LLCPool Services, LLC

ASIS QUALITY 
POOL 
CLEANING 

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

Mobile 
Car Detailing

Serving 
Wakulla and 
Leon county

Connor Coombs - Owner
850-509-5396

Connoraidencoombs@gmail.com
   /VelocityCarCare1 •      /velocitycarcare1

LABIG'S
HARDWOOD
FLOORING

Hardwood
Vinyl
Laminate

Engineered
Floating
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Installation Services

(850) 745-8723 
Labigshardwoodflooring@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/LHFQuality

For quality and service that
will FLOOR you.

 Call today
for your free estimate .

  

Installation Services 
Hardwood
Engineered
Floating

Glue Downs
Nail Downs
Laminate & Vinyl

Call today for your free estimate 

(850) 745-8723
Labigshardwood� ooring@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/LHFQuality
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By BRIAN ENGLISH

In today’s increas-
ingly connected 
world, protecting your 
information is argu-
ably more import-
ant than ever. Your 
credit report consists 
of a slew of person-
al details, such as 
your financial activ-
ity, credit accounts, 
loans, and payment 
history. Because of 
the importance of 
your credit report, 
credit bureaus such 
as Equifax, Experian, 
and TransUnion offer 
credit locks to help 
protect consumers in 
the event of identity 
theft or fraud.

WILL A CREDIT 
LOCK HELP?

Although a credit 
lock will freeze your 
credit report and score 
temporarily, there are 
some potential down-
sides as well. One of 
the biggest concerns 
is that a credit lock 
applies only to the se-
lected credit bureau. 
So, if you want to pro-
tect your credit fully, 
you’ll need to place a 
lock on all three main 
credit reports.

While the initial 
lock may be free, 
some credit bureaus 
may charge a fee to 
remove or temporarily 
lift the lock, depend-
ing on their terms 
and conditions. In ad-
dition, each bureau’s 
service agreements 
clarify that they don’t 

guarantee error-free 
operation or uninter-
rupted service.

Here’s the scoop on 
what the three main 
credit bureaus are 
currently charging for 
their credit lock ser-
vices:

• Equifax’s free 
credit lock product is 
called Lock & Alert, 
and the company says 
it will be free for life.1

• TransUnion’s free 
product, administered 
under the company’s 
TrueIdentity brand, 
offers the lock/unlock 
option and other fea-
tures, but they may 
charge a subscription 
fee to maintain the 
lock.2

• Experian bun-
dles its credit lock 
with other services, 
including identity 
theft insurance and 
alerts about when 
information changes 
on your report at all 
three bureaus. This 
service costs $24.99/
month.3

Any companies 
mentioned are for il-
lustrative purposes 
only. It should not be 
considered a solicita-
tion for the purchase 
or sale of the securi-
ties. Also, products, 
services, and prices 
can change without 
notice.

SHOULD I ACCEPT 
A FREE CREDIT 

LOCK?

Whether or not you 
should accept a free 
credit lock offer de-
pends on your indi-
vidual needs and cir-
cumstances. A credit 
lock may be a good 
choice if you’re con-
cerned about identity 
theft or fraud. It pro-
vides an extra lay-
er of protection that 
can help prevent un-
authorized access to 

your credit report.

HOW TO PROTECT 
YOUR CREDIT

In addition to credit 
locks, there are other 
things you can do to 
protect your credit:

• Monitor your 
credit report regularly 
for any suspicious ac-
tivity.

• Sign up for fraud 
alerts either through 
your bank or with 
all 3 credit bureaus, 
which will notify you 
if suspicious activity 
is detected on your 
credit report.

• Use strong, 
unique passwords for 
all your financial ac-
counts and change 
them regularly.

• Regularly review 
your bank and cred-
it card statements 
for any unauthorized 
transactions.

• Be careful about 
sharing personal in-
formation online or 
over the phone, and 
only provide it to 
trusted sources.

1. Nerdwallet.com, 
September 6 2022

2. Equifax.com, 
2023

3. Transunion, 
2023

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 
926-7487. 

Securities and in-
vestment adviso-
ry services offered 
through Osaic Wealth, 
Inc. member FINRA/
SIPC. Osaic Wealth is 
separately owned and 
other entities and/
or marketing names, 
products or services 
referenced here are 
independent of Osaic 
Wealth. Osaic Wealth 
does not provide tax or 
legal advice.

What about a free credit lock?

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Fwma.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & 

nuts

• Pedigree 
wet & dry 
dog food

• Friskies wet 
& dry cat 
food

Visit Us On-Line at www.TrademarkHomesCenter.com
-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-

At Trademark Homes… 
you have friends with LOW PRICES
1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-4864 • call or text anytime

2025 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

All credit situations considered.

Top dollar paid for your Trade-in, regardless of age 
or condition.

YOUR SUMMER SHOULD BE SUNNY, NOT STRESSFUL -
TRUST LOWE WITH YOUR ESTATE PLANNING!

LoweLegalAndTitle.com     (850) 926-8245

ESTATE, PROBATE, FAMILY LAW,  
REAL ESTATE AND MEDIATION

OFFICE - CRAWFORDVILLE
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non-profi t supports law enforcement offi cers injured on the job

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.
Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 

after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.
Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 

unsuccessful.
According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 

been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
Page 13

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.
 Harvey had been set 

to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.
He is scheduled for 

sentencing on Sept. 7.
Harvey is charged 

with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.
Assistant State Attor-

ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.
The matter started af-

ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 
But the Rotary incident 

prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.
The staff member went 

to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.
 In April 2020, Harvey 

was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.
During the FDLE in-

vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.
Asked by the news-

paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.
Harvey’s statutory 

salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.
Harvey had done 

payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping; a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses, high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.
Names and other details were not released by 

the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 

the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.
“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 

be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.
“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.
But it also could mean a short-term increase 

in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.
Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-

ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.
The state announced last month that a “road-

killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for Musical

Page 3

Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.
Florida’s Gulf Coast is 

the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.
According to prelim-

inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.
March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SOPCHOPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SN
OWDEN 

Editor

The resentenc
ing of 

Guerry Wayne H
ertz and 

Jason Looney 
on mur-

der charges is
 sched-

uled to get und
erway on 

June 19 with ju
ry selec-

tion.
The question 

before 

jurors will be 
whether 

or not Hertz an
d Looney 

should be sent
enced to 

death for the 19
97 mur-

ders of Melan
ie King 

and Keith Sp
ears. At 

their 1999 tri
al, Hertz 

and Looney we
re found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree
 murder 

and, by a vote
 of 10-2, 

the jury recom
mended 

death, which 
was or-

dered by the co
urt.

(A third man in
volved 

in the murde
rs, Jim-

my Dempsey, 
testified 

against Hertz 
and Loo-

ney at the tria
l in ex-

change for a se
ntence of 

life in prison.)

The only issu
e be-

fore the jurors
 will be 

whether to rec
ommend 

a death sente
nce. The 

guilt of Hertz 
and Loo-

ney is not at is
sue, and 

they will neve
r be re-

leased from pri
son even 

if a jury recom
mends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, ther

e was 

not a require
ment in 

Florida for a un
animous 

jury verdict for
 a death 

sentence. The 
case was 

sent back for a
 re-do of 

the death pena
lty phase 

and has been 
pending 

for several year
s.

In this year’s L
egisla-

tive session, in 
response 

to the lack of 
a unan-

imous jury ve
rdict for 

the death pena
lty at the 

trial of Parkla
nd High 

School shooter
 Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida la
wmakers 

changed the sta
ndard to 

an 8-4 vote for 
death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Her
tz, noted 

at a docket 
sounding 

hearing on We
dnesday, 

June 7, that 
the de-

fense team ha
d antic-

ipated a chang
e in the 

law on jury verd
icts, but 

had anticipated
 the law 

would go into 
effect on 

Oct. 1 – which
 is why 

the defense ha
d agreed 

to set the rese
ntencing 

for June 19. T
he Flori-

da Legislature m
ade the 

change in jury
 verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears-King murders 25 years ago, will have a re-do of the death penalty phase of their trial
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Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

Warned by their
 accountant tha

t they are facing
 

financial ruin if 
they don’t do so

mething, St. Ma
rks 

City Commissi
oners voted to

 raise sewer ra
tes 

75% – which w
ould translate 

to a $46 increa
se 

per month on r
esidential utilit

y bills.

It was roughly
 estimated tha

t the increase
 

would translate
 into an additio

nal $183,000 in
to 

the city’s utility
 fund.

City commissio
ners voted 3-1 

for the increase
, 

with the motio
n made by Dan

 Albers, second
ed 

by Paula Bell,
 and supporte

d by Mayor Pa
ul 

Sheddan. Steve
 Remke was the

 lone vote again
st 

the increase. R
emke had mad

e a motion ear
lier 

for a 50% incre
ase that was se

conded by Bell 
for 

discussion and
 was ultimately

 voted down 1-
3. 

City Commissio
n Sharon Rudd

 was absent du
e 

to illness.
The meeting roo

m at City Hall w
as full of citizens

 

on Thursday, J
une 8, but none

 seemed especia
lly 

upset by the sh
arp increase in

 rates. 

One citizen did 
suggest that the

re must be mon
-

ey to cut, and M
ayor Sheddan a

ppeared irritate
d 

at the comment
. The mayor rep

lied that city co
m-

missioners had
 cut everything 

they could think
 of, 

but there was 
no way to mak

e enough finan
cial 

cuts to get out 
of the problem.

 Several residen
ts 

in the audience
 suggested just

 going ahead w
ith 

a 100% increas
e to get the pai

n over with.

It was noted tha
t the city had be

en slow to raise
 

its utility rates
 – there had on

ly been a 12% 
in-

crease over the 
past several yea

rs, which would
n’t 

be enough to k
eep up with inf

lation.

As part of finan
cial cuts, the c

ity commission
 

has cut the pay 
of City Manager

 Zoe Mansfield a
nd 

Ethel Jefferson
 by going to a fo

ur-day workwe
ek.

Mayor Shedda
n was also pr

epared at the
 

meeting to sug
gest a reorgani

zation of city s
taff 

by removing P
ublic Works fr

om under the 
city  

manager, and a
ltering the title o

f the city manag
er 

to administrati
ve manager.

City Attorney Ro
n Mowrey told S

heddan that the
 

city charter ref
ers specifically

 to a city mana
ger 

position and du
ties. He said in

terference by c
ity 

commissioners
 in the city man

ager’s duties wa
s a 

first-degree mis
demeanor. Mow

rey told Shedda
n 

that the change
 he was propos

ing would requ
ire 

advertising and
 then a referend

um for city vote
rs 

to approve.
Sheddan appea

red disappointe
d in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’
s last meeting 

as city attorney
. 

He had represe
nted St. Marks

 for many years
. 

He told city com
missioners tha

t he had prac-

ticed law for 54
 years and wou

ld turn 80 in th
e 

summer, sayin
g it was time fo

r him to retire.

In another mat
ter, Shadrach H

ines of the St. 

Marks Waterfr
onts committe

e announced t
he 

group had rais
ed enough mo

ney for Fourth
 of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said
 the city’s first c

ommunity mar
-

ket was a succ
ess. The next o

ne is set for Ju
ne 

24 from 9 a.m.
 to 1 p.m.

Robyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

The Wakulla S
prings 

Alliance made
 a pitch 

to the county’s
 Charter 

Review Commi
ttee for a 

proposed ballot
 initiative 

that would exp
and the 

Wakulla Spring
s pro-

tection area o
r create 

a Spring Creek
 special 

planning area.

The Charter R
eview 

Committee has bee
n 

meeting over 
the past 

few months to
 look at 

possible chang
es to the 

county’s govern
ing doc-

ument. It is re
quired to 

be reviewed e
very 10 

years.
Chad  Hanso

n ,  a 

member of the
 Wakulla 

Springs Allianc
e, did a 

PowerPoint pre
sentation 

at the Charte
r Review 

Committee’s m
eeting on 

Tuesday, June
 6 at the 

community cen
ter.

Hanson’s pres
enta-

tion went thro
ugh the 

historical deg
radation 

of the springs
 due to 

nitrogen in grou
ndwater 

from septic sys
tems and 

the City of Talla
hassee’s 

Tram Road sp
rayfield. 

It reached th
e point 

in 2008 that t
he state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protect
ion 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologic
ally im-

paired.”
Hanson noted

 that 

there has bee
n some 

recovery in rece
nt years, 

“but it’s nowh
ere near 

where it should
 be.”

The implications of 

expanding th
e zone 

would be, for vu
lnerable 

areas in the ba
sin map, 

which includes
 much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater tr
eatment 

standards fo
r septic 

tanks, with se
wer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as t
wo units 

per acre on sep
tic, or no 

more than five 
units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map ame
ndments 

for  more tha
n 1 unit 

on 2 acres (o
n sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS
) without 

enforceable dev
elopment 

agreement.
Some members

 of the 

Charter Revie
w Com-

mittee questio
ned if 

expanding the
 springs 

protection zone
 was an 

appropriate iss
ue – with 

committee mem
ber An-

drew Riddle, w
ho also 

chairs the coun
ty plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson
 is also 

a member), as
ked if it 

wasn’t more pr
operly an  

issue to be ad
dressed 

in the county’s
 compre-

hensive plan. R
iddle also 

questioned the 
impact of 

such a change o
n county 

building regula
tions.

Committee member 

John Shuff no
ted that 

the Wakulla Sp
rings ba-

sin encompass
es 1,300 

square miles –
 much of 

which is in Leo
n Coun-

ty – and questio
ned why 

Leon doesn’t he
lp shoul-

der the burden
 of clean-

ing up the 7,00
0 septic 

tanks in its jur
isdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz wen
t forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expa
nsion of 

the springs pr
otection 

zone as a ballot
 question 

– and the mo
tion was 

seconded by co
mmittee 

member David 
Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell e
xpressed 

disappointmen
t at the 

motion and said
 it should 

properly be bro
ught up 

on next month’
s agenda 

as new busine
ss. Artz 

withdrew her m
otion.

At the end of the
 meet-

ing, County Adm
inistra-

tor David Edw
ards ex-

pressed his opi
nion that 

expansion of th
e springs 

protection zon
e would 

have major imp
lications. 

He pointed to
 the im-

pact on the Craw
fordville 

Town Plan and
 said the 

change would 
take the 

county’s zonin
g regula-

tions and toss 
them out 

the window.
“It would paraly

ze the 

county from a
 growth 

perspective,” 
Edwards 

said.
The issue of

 DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$40 per 

year
in county

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION 

TO SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 
THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

You can support The Wakulla Sun 
with a tax-deductible donation to 
help us cover the stories that matter 
to you. 

By donating, you help us keep citi-
zens informed, hold officials account-
able and cover the most important 
topics in our community. 

Your contributions will equip our 
newsroom to better serve you and all 
our readers.

That means: 
• More reporters on the street
• More local news about our com-

munity
• More local content on the envi-

ronment and local businesses
A little bit goes a long way. With 

your help, we can keep the presses 
running through hard times. 

We would very much appreciate 
your contribution.

William Snowden
Editor & Publisher
The Wakulla Sun

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes, the Florida Press Foundation 
is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization 
with its principal place of business 
in Florida. 

The Florida Press Foundation is 
registered to solicit charitable con-
tributions in Florida. Financial and 
other information about the Florida 
Press Foundation’s purpose, pro-
grams and activities can be obtained 
by visiting https://floridapressfoun-
dation.org or by writing to Florida 
Press Foundation at 336 East College 
Avenue, Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 
32301.

We accept donations by card or 
check. If by check, payment must be 
made to the Florida Press Foundation 
and write in the check memo line that 
you want the donation to go to The 
Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation 
at 336 East College Avenue, Suite 
304, Tallahassee FL 32301

YOU CAN ALSO SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN 
THROUGH THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION

A Subscription to...

$40 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019
or subscribe online at thewakullasun.com
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PreventPrevent 
FraudFraud

PreventPrevent
IdentityIdentity 

TheftftfTheft

ShredShred
SensitiveSensitive

DocumentsDocuments

J

Enter the Community Center from Trice Lane.
Your items for shredding must be within the trunk 

or rear of your vehicle.

oin  us  for a free  c om m unity  service!
Saturday, May 17 th from 9am - 1pm.  

Limit of 3 boxes or bags     
per person 

No need to remove staples,
paperclips or file folders. 

No binders, metal or plastic -
i.e. CDs, floppy discs, ziplock
bags, credit cards, etc. 

For additional information or questions regarding accepted items, please contact 
Secure Records Solutions at (850) 656-6900 or visit www.securerecordssolutions.com/shred-day-faq

SSSHHHRRREEEDDD EEEVVVEEENNNNNNTTTTTTSHRED EVENT
FFrF eF eFFrF eFrF eeee CoCoC momo mmmm umum nunu tn tnitinin tnin tyytytFree Community 

Wakulla County
Community Center

318 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

9:00 am - 1:00  pm  
or until the shred trucks are full

SATURDAY | MAY 17 


	SunMonthly-A-01-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-02-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-03-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-04-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-05-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-06-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-07-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-08-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-09-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-10-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-11-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-12-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-13-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-14-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-15-05-25-P
	SunMonthly-A-16-05-25-P

