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Donny Bennett .o
HURRICANE TO-DO’S

His Battle 14 ministry uses sports to bring people together INTO TA-DA'S.
By LINDA ANN McDONALD -r'“;" e 57 e T DAL
Correspondent - ~ % r&.}“ﬁ’i‘ :

As Christian philosopher Dallas
Willard put it, “Faith is commitment
to action...based upon knowledge of
God and God’s ways.”

Commitment then, to borrow
from Willard again, “is simply a
matter of choosing and implement-
ing a course of action.”

Donny Bennett is committed to
ministering, impacting and helping
others by means of his non-profit
ministry Battle 14 and active in-
volvement in the school-based Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes (FCA).

Battle 14 uses sports and events
to draw people together to share
the gospel and encourage and as-
sist those in need. Battle 14 raises
money for families in our commu-
nity who need financial help and
encouragement.
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- That dirt under your fingernails isn't dirt. It's pride. Knowing you
got the job done right. Our tractors are versatile, hard-working and
efficient just like you. Find out why buyers Start Blue. Stay Blue.

\“-“-\\W\_‘-& MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 AM -5 PM ”

S LEETRAILERSALES.NET EE ool
850 878-0788 3922 LE RD. TALL FL 32305 8 Operated

PHOTO BY LINDA ANN McDONALD

Turn to Page 7 Donny Bennett with Battle 14 belts.

All NEW.KITCHEN.

and,DAD didn’t hav& fodo; !

| “cabs’and™
_counters -+

While our specialty is cabinets &
... | countertops for kitchen and baths,

Wy Pre-plan | i

Serving Wakulla & Tallahassee
to St. George Island
Open: Mon. — Fri. 9a.m to 4p.m.

Appointments available to
8 50_926_5 919 better serve you.
FAMILYFHC.COM 850-745-6053
at ﬂam/ey youn? Ckape/ 2510 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville

- : : | www.CabsandCounters.com
_3 106 Crawfordville Hwy., Cl'anOrh(Elle, FL 32322_ We accept all major credit cards * Financing Available

FOR YOUR FAMILY, FOR YOURSELF,
FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND.
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Class of 2025 graduates from Wakulla High

|:Il L :
v WA
Time to turn the tassel.

PHOTOS BY LINDA ANN McDONALD

Summer Reading Programs
June 3rd- July 25th

Reading Challenge with
Beanstack online

Summer Rea ing Program

Book Bunch Tuesdays 10:00-11:00am Hours of Operation

) . . Monday Closed The library offers weekly age-specific
This pr:ogr‘am for 2.5 yrs to preschoo'l aged chllc?ren' includes Tuesday 9:00-8:00 programs{jesigned to e);cgurapge a
stories, movement, and a craft designed to pair with our Wednesday 9:00-6:00 life-long love of reading.
summer theme. ',I:':wi;;syday 388:288 Look for Special Guests and their
Boeok Babies Wednesdays [10:00-11:00ai Saturday 9:_00_];00 locations on the calendar provided! iy, whst
An interactive themed story time and socialization designed Sunday Closed || Join us at the library each week for a o N
|
for infants & toddlers up to 2.5 yrs, and their caregivers. variety of summer activities! See A &Summer O'F FMV‘ 'For C’l,“ldrevl

Calendar of Events for dates and times.

ovd Fawmilies!
Jm  3rd - July 25th

Hee €rew Wednesdays | 2:00-3:00pm

This program for children in grades K-2 and features
stories and a crafts focused around the summer theme.

Sheode Brigede Thursdays | 2:00-3:00

This program for children in grades 3-5 and features books
with crafts/activities focused around the summer theme.

BIl Yegether Brt
Thursday June 5th, 19th & July 17th 4-5:30PM

No matter your age or artistic medium, being creative is a
balm for the soul.

Summer Reading Prizes
Keep up with your summer reading using Beanstack to earn prizes! For
every 10 hours read you will receive a small prize and an entry to the

Grand Prize. -
_ o OfLarpA0)
This years Grand Prize is a themed LEGO set!

with WCPL Summer Reading

Register here:
https://wakullalibrary.beanstack.org/reader365 E

Free Lunch with Summer Reading/BreakSpot

Summer BreakSpot will be providing FREE, nutritious meals to children
aged 18 and under (adults can eat for a small fee). Every Tuesday-
Thursday during our 7-week Summer Reading Programming. Tuesdays
& Wednesdays from 11am-12pm and on Thursdays from 12:30pm -
1:30pm at our library between the dates of June 3rd - July 24th. No
Registration required. Only children 18 and under eat for free. Adults
may also eat for a small fee.

T
Our summer program includes programs and Tuesday
night performances designed to encourage reading. The
best part is that all of these wonderful programs are offered
FREE to Wakulla County residents thanks to the library and

the generous sponsorship of the

Friends of the
Wakulla County Public Library.

@

-stay creative and work alongside like-minded individuals

-bring your own supplies and art, or enjoy one of our
upcycling challenges.

Open to all ages (children under 16 must be accompanied by
an adult caregiver).

Lego Club 1st & 3rd Tuesday | 4:00-5:30PM

Lego Club is designed to provide kids with an enjoyable
activity that stimulates & develops spatial intelligence. You
bring the imagination, we'll supply the LEGOS.

Middle & Teen Manga Clubs
See Calendar for dates/times
This club is intended for middle and high school aged young
adults. We'll explore different topics such as manga and

4330 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327
(850) 926-7415

www.wakullalibrary.org
Questions? Email:
POwens@mywakulla.com

LHurst@mywakulla.com

Thursday

FREE Lunch for Kids 12:30-1:30PM 6
Shade Brigade 2:00-3PM
All Together Art 4:00-5:30PM

Tuesday Friday

JUNE 3 Book Bunch 10:00-11AM 4
FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM

Kick-Off 4:00-7 PM @ The Library

Wednesday

Book Babies 10:00-11AM 5
FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM
Hue Crew 2:00-3PM

10 Book Bunch 10:00-11AM 11 Book Babies 10:00-11AM 12 FREE Lunch for Kids 12:30-1:30PM 13 Mommy & Me Yoga 9:00-10AM
FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM Shade Brigade 2:00-3PM
Phil Meyer Magic 7:00-8PM Hue Crew 2:00-3PM
@ The Community Center Middle Manga 4:30-5:30PM
17 Book Bunch 10:00-11AM 18 Book Babies 10:00-11AM 19 FREE Lunch for Kids 12:30-1:30PM 20 Saturday Story Time tomorrow, June 21st
FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM Shade Brigade 2:00-3PM 9:30-10:30AM
LEGO Club 4:00-5:30PM Hue Crew 2:00-3PM

All Together Art 4:00-5:30PM *Therapy dogs will be here tomorrow 10AM-12PM
Quite-A-Catch Ron Anglin Show 7:00-8PM 9 py dog Lomorrow

@ The Community Center

24 Book Bunch 10:00-11AM 25  Book Babies 10:00-11AM 26 FREE Lunch for Kids 12:30-1:30PM 27 Mommy & Me Yoga 9:00-10AM
FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM Shade Brigade 2:00-3PM Family Game Night 4:00-5:30PM
Didgeridoo Down Under 7:00-8PM Hue Crew 2:00-3PM
@ The Community Center Teen Manga 4:30-5:30PM
JULY 1 FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00am-12pm | 2 FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00am-12pm 3  FREE Lunch for Kids 12:30-1:30PM 4 NO CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS
NO CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS NO CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS NO CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS
8 Book Bunch 10:00-11AM 9 Book Babies 10:00-11AM 10 FREE Lunch for Kids 12:30-1:30PM 11 Mommy & Me Yoga 9:00-10AM
FREE Lunch for Kids 11AM-12PM FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM Shade Brigade 2:00-3PM
Tally MoLab 7:00-8PM @The Community Center Hue Crew 2:00-3PM
Middle Manga 4:30-5:30PM
15 Book Bunch 10:00-11AM 16 Book Babies 10:00-11AM 17 FREE Lunch for Kids 12:30-1:30PM 18 Saturday Story Time tomorrow, July
FREE Lunch for Kids 11AM-12PM FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM Shade Brigade 2:00-3PM 19th | 9:30-10:30AM
LEGO Club 4:00-5:30 PM Hue Crew 2:00-3PM All Together Art 4:00-5:30PM . q
Animal Tales: 7:00-8PM @The Community Center Therapy dogs will be here tomorrow 10AM-12PM
22 Book Bunch 10:00-11AM 23 Book Babies 10:00-11AM 24  FREE Lunch for Kids 12:30-1:30PM 25 An Evening At Hogwarts 6:00-8 PM

FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM

FREE Lunch for Kids 11:00AM-12PM
Hue Crew 2:00-3PM
Teen Manga 4:30-5:30PM

Shade Brigade 2:00-3PM

@ The Library
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EHIS T O- R
—— SALES - SERVICE - REPAIR pNTAGE
JUNE 1925 ‘ , l l I I ’ ‘ , ‘ ’ R GENERAL -COLLECTING
- June 8, 1925 (Monday)The A 3 i l E l I l ) | l E r I | What's Trending on
U.S. Supreme Court issued FERRIS Q I M N eBavin 20252
its decision in the landmark Y )

case of Gitlow v. New York,
holding that the 14th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution

extended the First Amend-
ment protections of freedom
and speech and freedom of
the press to individual state

| Q@ WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS - CHAINS SAWS FROM 51997
2219 Crawfordville Hwy * Crawfordyville » 926-3300

Open Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon « 3y0utdoorequlpment com

SEEMS TO BE ART
NOUVEAU AND ART
DECO DECORATIVE
OBJECTS, MID-CEN-
TURY MOD PIECES,

ASIAN ANTIQUES

governents.

- Walter P. Chrysler incor-
porates the Chrysler Corpora-
tion on June 6 after acquir-
ing the assets of the defunct
Mazwell Motor Company.

June 27: ‘WWw.USAbuiltsheds:é

3 Locally Owned- Darell Land
25 Aaron Strickland Rd A
Crawfordville, FI 32327 8

SUucH AS QING DY-
NASTY VASES AND
MEIJI"ERA PRINTS.
ANTIQUE JEWELRY
IS ALSO VERY POP-
ULAR.
FURNITURE WITH
HAND-CARVED OR

:= The first wom-
en’s magazine “Ladies’
Mercury” is published
tn London. The first
color TV demo is per-
Jformed by Bell Labora-
tories in NTC.

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL
© STORM DAMAGE ®
© TREE PRESERVATION
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified

850-421-8104 |

 Serving Wakulla & =
= Surroundmg C““““es
l Smce 1993

'4:

a LICENSED & INSURED

AHEWLOOKPAINTING NET

T 850 -926-2400

SINCE 1393

Jim Porter & Todd Porter Member of the
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED and the Bl‘llcr Busines:

What does the word “virus” mean in Latin?
Answer: Toxin or poison

They say, “You attract what you fear”
Oh my gosh! I'm so afraid of 10 million dollars.

SNARCyiSMS!

Figure out why we drive on a parkway and park on a driveway!
“It's OK if you dont like me, not everyone has good taste”. -Unknown
“Life is too short” Smile while you have teeth. - Unknown
“Listen, smile, accept, and then do what you thought you would do anyway.”
-Unknown.

Capital Lock & Key

Automotive & Residential

Locksmith Services
® 24/7 Lockouts - Rekeying - Programming

850-756-2134

https://www.autokey24.com

*Question:
Which 5 letter word is
shorter when you add

two letters to it.

Green is the rarest eye

color.
Some say Coca-Cola was origi-
nally green, some say that is a

myth. Does anyone know???

*Answer:
SHORT

For rates
on this ad
space, contact
Lynda Kinsey
(850) 962-8019.
If you are reading this - so are others!

SPORTS-

What is the oldest Sport?

adoang urayInog ur s1eak 0000 03 000°ST Moeq Juryep
s3unjured aAed UT pUNOJ 9q Ued FUI[ISAIM - FUIISIIM

HAND-PAINTED

wakulla DETAILS.
- — Quality Signs Of All Kinds — -
vinyL- digital print - stickers - banners - real estate - magnetics
autos « boats « license plates « hand letter - screenprint
aluminum « wood - plastic - foam « sandblasted - routered
business cards - apparel - graphics - logo design
Carly Parmer - 850-509-7993 - Punctuation -
850-421-2301
wakullasign@gmail.com
B2 WakutaSsnCompony I am, through
learning.
I am through
learning.

-John L. Lewis,
PhD. in
Adult Education

Your Local

You can now subscribe to The Sun online!
To receive our Weekly Newspaper please visit
www.thewakullasun.com and click on the subscribe
today button or scan the QR code Here. —3 2

FLORIDA HISTORY

Florida Motto is: In God We Trust - Part of the State’s seal in
1868. The First State motto was “ In God is Our Trust.”
In 2006 it was changed.

The first people to enter the Florida Peninsula around 14,000
years ago were nomads following big game animals upon which
their survival depended.

Florida is the southernmost state in the continental U.S., though
Hawaii is technically southernmost. -

-Jacksonville is farther West than Orlando.

-Key Lime Pie is the most popular food in Florida.
-Florida became the twenty-seventh state in the United States on
March 3, 1845
-During the Civil War, Florida was not ravaged as several other
southern states were. Indeed, no decisive battles were fought on
Florida soil. While Union forces occupied many coastal towns and
forts, the interior of the state remained in Confederate hands.

- One of the oldest and most renowned historical landmarks

in Florida is Castillo de San Marcos. The construction of this

structure was completed in 1695 and was built to serve as a
fort to protect St. Augustine from enemy attacks

ASked/
| answered...
—=<)une is filled with the [ongest >
hours of the year...
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Tents ® Tables ® Chairs

850926-7339
850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakullo County

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

FIRST A\D KIT

Of Wakulla
3 18y

CELEBRATING
35 YEARrs!

Serving Wakulla & Franklin, Countie's__q.

850-926-5592.
Sales & Service

[ AlRCON

: 3232 Crawfordwlle Hwy., Crawfordwlle
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh'Lic. # CAC1814304

850 505-028 |-

GeraIdBrownPhoto@Gmall com

Follow we on mtagnam
GeraldBruownFoto

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY

Extension Agent

i As hurricane sea-
| son approaches,
families in coastal
and low-lying areas
are bracing them-
selves for the possi-
bility of devastating
storms. While many
people may think
they are prepared,
the reality is that
many families are
not equipped with a
plan to deal with the
chaos and destruc-
tion that comes with
a hurricane. In this
article, we will ex-
plore the importance
of developing a fam-
ily emergency plan
and provide tips on
how to create a com-
prehensive plan that
will keep your loved
ones safe.

RMS Marine

Specializing in All of your Commercial
Fishing, Crabbing, and Aquaculture Supplies

850-926-3114 - 800-726-3104

3026 Coastal Hwy, Crawfordville FL
RMSMarineSupply.com

have it...
If we don't We can get it}

A PLAN IS NOT A
GUESS

Developing a fam-
ily emergency plan
should not be a
guessing game. It is
a proactive step that
can mean the dif-
ference between life
and death. A plan
outlines what to do
in case of an emer-

WWW.kWCb .0(%

Leave Nothing
But Your Footprints

gency, including
evacuation routes,
safe meeting points,
and communication
protocols.  Without
a plan, families are
left to fend for them-
selves, which can
lead to confusion,
panic, and tragedy.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF A FAMILY
EMERGENCY PLAN

A comprehensive
family emergency
plan should include

the following key
components:
e Safe Meeting

Point: Designate a
safe meeting point
outside the home in
case you get separat-
ed. This could be a
neighbor’s house, a
landmark, or a spe-
cific location in your
neighborhood.

o Communica-
tion Plan: Establish
a communication
plan that includes
how you will stay in
touch with each oth-
er, including phone
numbers, email ad-
dresses, and social
media accounts.

o Evacuation
Routes: Identify
evacuation routes
and emergency shel-
ters in your area.
Make sure everyone
knows the routes
and shelters.

e Emergency Con-
tact Information:
Make sure every-
one knows import-
ant phone numbers,
such as your in-
surance company,

emergency services,
and utility compa-
nies.

e Important Doc-
uments: Keep im-
portant documents,
such as insurance
policies, identifica-
tion, and medical re-
cords, in a safe and
easily accessible lo-
cation.

TIPS FOR A
FAMILY
EMERGENCY PLAN

e Involve Every-
one: Make sure ev-
eryone in the house-
hold is involved in
the planning pro-
cess. This will ensure
that everyone knows
what to do in case of
an emergency.

e Practice Drills:
Practice your emer-
gency plan with reg-
ular drills to ensure
everyone knows
what to do.

e Stay Informed:
Stay informed about
weather updates and
emergency alerts
from local authori-
ties.

e Review and Up-
date: Review and
update your emer-
gency plan regularly
to ensure it is cur-
rent and effective.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL
IT’S TOO LATE

Do not wait un-
til the last minute
to develop a family
emergency plan. The
consequences of not
having a plan can
be dire. By creat-

|

PHOTO ADOBE STOCK

Now is the time to prepare your family’s emergency supply kit. Be sure to include items such as
nutritious snacks, canned goods, important documents, first aid kit, and other essential items.

Develop a family emergency
plan for hurricane season

ing a comprehensive
plan, you will be bet-
ter equipped to han-
dle the challenges of
hurricane season.

Remember, a plan
is not a guarantee
of safety, but it can
significantly reduce
the risk of injury or
death.

SAFETY TIPS

* Stay away from
windows and doors
during a hurricane.

* Avoid traveling
during a hurricane.

e Keep a first aid
kit and emergency
supplies with you at
all times.

e Stay informed
about the latest
weather updates and
forecasts.

* Follow evacua-
tion orders from lo-
cal authorities.

Developing a fam-
ily emergency plan
is a crucial step in
ensuring the safe-
ty and well-being
of your loved ones
during hurricane
season. By creat-
ing a comprehensive
plan, you will be bet-
ter equipped to han-
dle the challenges of
storms and reduce
the risk of injury or
death. Do not wait
until it is too late -
take action now and
create a plan that
will keep your family
safe.

Samantha Kennedy
is Family & Consum-
er Sciences Agent.
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Florida Breast and Cervical Cancer Program

Mobile Mammogram Screenings

Free or Low Cost Breast Exams

Annual screening is your first line of rioriaa
defense against breast cancer. HEALTH

Eligibility for Free
Mammogram Screenings

Must meet the criteria below:
« Women ages 40-64
o Women ages 40-49 with a
parent, sister, brother, or child
who's had breast cancer.

* Have a household income that is ) | Hospice
less than or equals to 200% of the

bigbendh ice.
federal poverty level. Igbendhospice.org

» Have no health insurance to cover Big Bend Hospice
the cost of clinical breast exams,
mammogram, or Pap smear. Wakulla Volunteers Wanted

Become a Hospice Volunteer Today!

Wakulla Community Center 8a.m.-5 p.m. No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.
@ 318 Shadeville Rd Walk-ins welcome! At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to

Crawfordville, FI 32327 . our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're
For scheduling call supporting patients or helping behind the scenes,
F 'd 850-926-0400 your time makes a lasting difference.
riday . :
For more information call:

June 06, 2025

850-404-6398 READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker ,
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started. Apply Now!

W@EUJ”I__R}E IN RKRAFT @@EUJ[R‘]TE’BW
jSRAFT

—— A Kraft Brothers Dealership

Wakulla County and Surrounding Areas
are Officially part of Nissan Country.

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS...

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM WE REDUCED THE PRICE OF THE
2025 MODEL ROGUE AND PATHFINDER
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT THE
SUV’S BY UP TO $1,930 PER MODEL.
WAKULLA SUN THROUGH THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION. OUR 2025 NISSAN ROGUE AND

PATHFINDER SUV’S ARE PRICED
BELOW LAST YEARS MSRP.

ROGUE NOW STARTS AT $28,590
PATHFINDER STARTS AT $36,400

pwmm PRESS  LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA

FOUNDATION

We accept donations by card or check. If by check, payment must be
made to the Florida Press Foundation and write in the check memo

line that you want the donation to go to The Wakulla Sun. B UY 3 TI R Es
Send it to | GET THE 4TH

Florida Press Foundation I ' ' :
336 East College Avenue, Suite 304, HEEBE

Ta]lahassee FL 32301 LIMIT ONE COUPON PER HOUSEHOLD. MAY NOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER OFFERS.
*MUST BE DEALER INSTALLED. INSTALLATION AND BALANCE EXTRA. VALID THRU JULY 1, 2024

Your donation will help 8 'KRA///FT >
keep the presses running.

MAHAN DRIVE TALLAHASSEE, FL ¢ kraftnissan.com
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Real Life personal responsibility

tiating the needed
changes to achieve
personal growth ancl
well-being. It is thie
understanding  that
choices and decisions
have consequences.
Part of this is recog-
nizing the ways we ar-
en’t being responsible.
Being self-respon-
sible is being strong
enough to recognize
flaws, apologize when
necessary, and own
their own mistakes.
Being able to create
boundaries. Not over-
promising and under-
performing when it is

By GREG GAST

What is personal re-
sponsibility?

In psychology it is
an individual’s ability
to take ownership of
their thoughts, feel-
ings, actions, and re-

actions. required, and learn
It involves acknowl- the necessity of saying
no.

edging one’s role in
shaping their life cir-
cumstances and ini-

Mobll KN oiimax (O ROTELLA

Self-responsible
people say what they

(Includes 5 Quarts)

SERVICE
$6 Per Additional Quarts !

Offered
1
With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 07/04/25

$5 OFF:$5 OFF

1
1
1
Full Service : Set of
:
1

Conventional Oil .
M Change 1 Wiper Blades

mean and mean what
they say. There is no
guesswork.

If they promise
something they fol-
low through. They are
not impulsive. They
measure their words
and think before they
speak by considering
their actions before
taking them.

They can be self-re-

flective and brave-
ly acknowledge their
misjudgments and
mistakes.

They recognize that
success in any area
of life requires hard
work, persistence, and
patience.

They have what
it takes to stay the

Self-responsibility
is the cornerstone of
personal growth and
is essential for achiev-
ing success in life.

It is acknowledging
that we are the archi-
tects of our own lives.
Our reactions and
choices ultimately de-
termine our paths in
life.

It doesnt mean
self-criticism or guilt.
It is about empower-
ment.

It is taking responsi-
bility and recognizing
that we hold the power
to improve ourselves
and our situations. It
is the mind-shift away
from victimhood to-
ward proactive prob-

sonal growth.

Some of the ben-
efits are improved
relationships, per-
sonal growth, empow-
erment, resilience, and
the ability to achieve
goals.

Self-responsibilty
is a vital skill that
empowers us to lead
fulfilling likes. By em-
bracing accountability
for our actions, emo-
tion, and decisions,
we take control of our
destiny and unlock
our potential.

While this may be
challenging, the re-
wards -  resilience,
growth, and empow-
erment — are all worth
the efforts.

self-responsible, we
are not only changing
ourselves but also in-
spiring those around
us to do the same.

In embracing
self-responsibility, we
shape our own fu-
tures. building stron-
ger relationships, con-
tributing to society,
inspiring others to do
the ame.

It is without a doubt
a vital ingredient for a
fulfilling and meaning-
ful life.

Let me know what
you think...

Gregory E. Gast is
Real Life Counseling,
3295 Crawfordville
Huwy., suite #4, Craw-

I
\V’SA Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com @@d

course.

CARROLL
APPRAISAL

Appraisals in
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson
& Franklin Counties

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI

State Certified General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

8560-694-3333

Competitive Rates « County Resident
Specializing in Commercial &
Residential Appraisals
(Including Mobile Homes)

* Leon/Wakulla Native ¢

lem-solving and per-

* Over 40 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate ¢

)

. TIDEWATERGoar -

‘@VAMAHA

OPEN

Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 - Wed: 8:00-1:00
Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00- Sat: 8:00-1:00 - Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346
http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

11:00 - 3:00
1850-962-8079

/ INDOOR & PATIO SEATING
/ DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
& DOORDASH

We dbm‘ﬂammfﬂm ltheyBirs

2000 Crawfordville Hwy.
Across from Wal Mart
Sun. — Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordyville

As we become more fordville FL 32327

“THE FALL ”

Seminary or cemetery? Eve ate an apple don’t you
'Y know? (2
Feeding the flock rotten fruit

77 . From the cursed tree that will never grow! / %

The serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field,
He seduced the woman, and took her at his will
And Adam he did the same,

He worked what was unseemingly,

They were naked and in shame!

And enmity was set between satan, and the woman,
Between the seed;the children of each,
And twins were born, as the scripture doth teach.

First came Cain, “and again” meaning Eve continued in
< labor, -~

And Able did come, two water sacs, not one!
THE FALL of man had begun!

And the son of satan, the murderer from the beginning,

Who we know as Cain, who slew in the field, righteous
Able,

For evil in his heart did reign.

And Cain the vagabond, went to the land of Nod,
And there his wife he knew,
Read Genesis chapter one and twenty-six
And again verse seven of chapter two
Cain of the eighth day creation,
Took to wife. the sixth day creation
And this is nothing new.

¥ The lineage and generations of Adam, "
Does Not include Cain;
Genesis chapter five,
The truth it doth proclaim!

The Kenites, the descendants of Cain,
Are alive and well today,
Male and female, kind after kind on the Ark,
o All flesh did come, 2
Noah obeyed, >
God’s will was done!

Chapter by chapter, verse by verse
It is written,
Rightly divide God’s word.

All glory given to

The Real Jesus, Tony Duncan

-Writer of truth

FOLLOW THE SUN.

Your local source for news.

adtte U



Donny Bennett

From Front Page

Running parallel
with Battle 14, the vi-
sion of FCA is to see the
world transformed by
Jesus Christ through
the influence of coach-
es and athletes.

“The beauty of being
active in both ministries
is I'm invited to come to
different churches of
all denominations and
share the gospel,” Ben-
nett says. “I think it’s
cool to be able to go to
any church.”

Battle 14. Believe,
Accept, Testify, Togeth-
er, Love, Encourage.
Battle 14 was created
on March 11, 2017 by
Donny Bennett.

Back in 2014, two
best friends were going
through “stuff.” Don-
ny’s son left for the mil-
itary in September, and
after that, his mother
passed away.

Life was hard and
he was in a dark place,
but God took a hold
of his life and Donny
accepted Jesus Christ
that year. Both Donny
and his best friend Pete
Sands soon realized
that this new walk was
a lot easier when they
had each other to lean
on. God prompted their
desire to build Battle14
Ministries.

“In 2014 God was
taking things out of
my life,” Bennett says.
“He (God) wants the
dirty — He wants to
move things out of my
life, and I finally sur-
rendered. Each time
you fail does not mean
it’s over.

“I had to hit rock
bottom before I surren-
dered. There is a differ-
ence between surren-
dering and believing.
Surrendering is a rela-
tionship. I think a lot of
us will miss the narrow
door by not having that

relationship with God.”

Walking by faith
means moving forward
based on our confi-
dence in God, even
when life doesn’t give
us immediate answers
or easy paths. It’s an
invitation to align our
lives with God’s prom-
ises and lean on His
wisdom, putting His
guidance above any
fear or doubt we might
have.

“l worked for the
Florida Senate for sev-
en years when FSU
outstanding athlete
Kez McCorvey of FCA
told me there was an
opening for an area
representative for FCA.
I told him I wanted to
go home, talk to my
wife, pray and think
about it.”

Bennett made a sol-
id decision to walk by
faith.

“I left my paying job
to go into ministry.
I remember my wife
looking at me and she
said she supported me.
After committing to
the FCA position, I re-
member Kez telling me
[ don’t get a paycheck,
you are a community
servant. I heard God
calling and it was the
biggest faith jump I
have ever taken.”

Bennett has been
married to his wife Kar-
en for 26 years now and
they couple have three
sons, Tyler, Cameron
and Nolen. Two grand-
sons and two daughter-
in-laws make the Ben-
nett family complete.

Bennett is now the
area Director for Fel-
lowship of Christian
Athletes for the Wakul-
la and Franklin area
and impacts 400-600
students a week. FCA
provides 60 pizzas a
week for the high school
lunches and ministers
to the students.

als >
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Donny Bennett with Battlegolg champions Louis Lamarche and Connor Smith on
Good Friday 2025. Below, junior champs from a Battleball tournament in 2023.

“Battle 14 is my pas-
sion,” he says. “It is
what the Lord wants
me to do. When you see
your ministry working
and when you see the
ministry producing and
touching others, it is
the best feeling, God is
making it work an it is
growing.”

Battle 14 has had 17
events so far spreading
the gospel and encour-
agement to families in
need. When attending a
Battle 14 softball game,
be ready to expect a
family-oriented atmo-
sphere.

“We have Christian
music playing, we sa-
lute the American flag
and sing the Nation-
al Anthem, we have
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s deputy on site to
ensure no sideways
stuff is going on, we
have children playing
on the junior side and

adults playing on the
adult side, this way
everyone can play and
be involved in a safe,
family-oriented envi-
ronment.”

Bennett has also or-
ganized the BattleGolf
event where golf is the
sport played instead of
the usual softball.

“The BattleGolf was
a huge success and we
will be doing more of
these types of events.”
In the future, Battle
14 will be rolling out
different events like
gaining traction racing,
which is similar to drag
racing.
“l am a seed throw-

er,” Bennett says. “I like
to throw God’s seeds
and let God take the
rest. If someone can
hear the name Jesus
through prayer, music
or testimony, I have
done the work God
wants me to do. It’s
like a domino effect,
one person hears the
good news of God and
it just keeps growing
from there.”

Through donation,
Battle 14 now has its
own office at the Du-
breja plaza in Craw-
fordville.

“God brought this
office to the ministry
so we can grow and
continue to be ‘seed
throwers’ and fishers
of men,” he says. The
office has many light-
houses like Bennett’s
mother used to have
before her death. “I
have them here with
me so my mama is here
with me still.”

Bennett has been
called on two separate
occasions to preach the
sermon at a funeral.

“I was told I was
called to do the funer-
als because TI’'m real.”

In response, Bennett
says, “I am called to be
Donny!”

Battle 14 has a page
on Facebook. For more
information on upcom-
ing events, call 8500-
528-50109.

The American Dvean

ANGIE BROOKE

BROKER ASSOCIATE
50.766.3675

850.
Angie@theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthflorida @ theamericandreamnorthflorida

@ www.theamericandream.house

®) 850-766-3675

vy rw=ssWhether it's buying or selling a primary home
or your next vacation home in Wakulla County
and the surrounding areas,
I'd be honored to be your Realtor®!
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2025 Disaster Survival Guide

Be prepared, get connected, stay engaged

The Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office Division
of Emergency Management, is grateful for the op-
portunity to coordinate with the Wakulla Sun and
Duke Energy in providing Disaster Preparedness
and Survival information to our citizens. Our out-
reach mission is to foster the growth of a resilient
community that can adapt and stand strong in the
face of any disaster.

Despite tough economic times Wakulla Coun-
ty continues to see a steady increase in population
and business growth. As we welcome new mem-
bers to our community it’s important that we main-
tain the character and culture of our home town.
We are still known as a community where people
come together to support each other in times of
need. It’s those relationships and that willingness
to serve others that makes us strong and resilient,
and that will ultimately help us recover when di-
saster strikes. Whether you are new to the county
or have lived here for many years, it's important
that you understand your risk, develop a plan that
meets the individual needs of your family, and take
action when necessary. Having a strong and resil-
ient community requires the involvement of our
local businesses, faith-based organizations, vol-
unteer agencies, and citizens. The general rules of
preparedness have not changed and we believe they
can be broken down into 3 main topics that can be
implemented at every level from the individual cit-
izen to the local business. If we all work together
and make an effort to be prepared, connected, and
engaged we will continue to grow the strength and
resilience or our community.

BE PREPARED

Do you know what hazards our community is
vulnerable to? The first step in making a plan is
knowing the answer to that question. Our com-
munity is vulnerable to tropical cyclones, extreme
storm surge, wild fires, severe weather, floods, pan-
demics, man-made disasters, and terrorism threats
but your specific vulnerability may differ slightly
based on where your home or business is located.
There is power in knowledge, we don’t want you to
be afraid, we want you to be proactive and prepared
so that you have the peace of mind that comes with
knowing you have a plan. It's important to create a
flexible plan that can be implemented in a variety of
situations and addresses both what to do if you shel-
ter in place as well as what you will do if you need
to evacuate. As a coastal community every resident
should have an evacuation plan and a basic under-
standing of how storm surge affects our community.
Your plan should consider the dietary, medical, and
mobility needs of each member of your house hold
including any pets or livestock you are responsible
for. It’s also important to build a disaster kit that
can be utilized regardless of if you decide to stay or
go. The first step is to choose a container that works
for you. It can be a five-gallon bucket with a lid, a
backpack or a plastic tote, the key is to make sure
it works for your lifestyle and can be taken with
you if you have to evacuate. Your kit should have

JENNIFER NAGY
Wakulla County Director of

Emergency Management

enough supplies to sustain you for a minimum of
five to seven days. When an evacuation is ordered,
citizens will be expected to know their zone and
comply immediately. You should have a plan ahead
of time for where you will go. It’s always better, if
possible, to stay with a friend, family member or in
a hotel. Shelters are designed for safety, not comfort
and as such should be a last resort. If you choose
to stay in a local shelter, be prepared to sleep on
the floor of a common area. Snacks and water will
be provided, but we recommend that you bring a
sleeping bag or blanket, a pillow, snacks and all pre-
scription medications. If you have special dietary
needs, you will need to bring you own products to
cover those needs. If you or a family member have a
special medical need (electrical dependent, oxygen
dependent, etc.) they should contact the Emergen-
cy Management Office for information on our Spe-
cial Needs registry at (850) 745-7200.

If shelters are open in Wakulla County a pet-ac-
cessible shelter will be available. If you need to
bring a pet, please bring an appropriate pet carrier,
and any required food and medication. Pets cannot
be left at the shelter without their owner. Your pets
will be housed in a separate area from the people
and you will need to be prepared to look after their
needs.

GET CONNECTED

Do you know where to go for reliable local infor-
mation and instructions? The internet is a valuable
tool but sometimes it can be hard to find accurate
information that you can count on. How to get and
stay connected to the right information to help
you and your family make important plans and
decisions is vital. There are several good resources
available that you can turn to for everything from
a summer thunderstorm warning to evacuation or-
ders and instructions. Local sources are always best
for local information. The Wakulla County Sherift’s
Office has an app that can be downloaded to your
smart phone. The app is available for download
on the Apple App Store and the Google Play Store
by searching “Wakulla County Sheriff, FL” The
app gives users quick access to information being
released by WCSO as well as features like shelter
locations, evacuation information, and a portal to
report damages after a disaster. You can also fol-
low the Wakulla County Sherift’s Office on Face-
book. In addition to these resources when severe
weather, a tropical storm or a hurricane threatens
our area, you can stay informed by following the
National Weather Service Tallahassee, The Nation-
al Hurricane Center, and local news broadcasts.
When conditions require evacuations, you will re-
ceive information via local news networks on radio
and television, EAS broadcasts over Weather radi-
os, and via our Alert Wakulla notification system.
Wakulla County currently utilizes Alert Wakulla to
provide emergency notifications. You must sign up
for this service for both landlines and cell phones.
You can sign up for the service at www.wcso.org/
emergency-management/alert-wakulla/

STAY ENGAGED

It's easy to become complacent and over confi-
dent when our community has escaped the direct
impact of the last few storms that were headed our
direction. However I remind you that it only takes
one storm to do major damage, and I encourage
you to stay vigilant. Community members and
businesses must be active and engaged in making
their community a safe place to live, work, and play.
We all have a role to play and something to con-
tribute. Please Consider volunteering with a local
nonprofit organization, or contact Wakulla County
Emergency Management at (850) 745-7200 for ad-
ditional volunteer opportunities.

When disaster strikes local officials, first re-
sponders, and community partners will work
around the clock to keep our community safe. We
are all committed to the safety of our citizens and
will continue to work together to face the challeng-
es that future disasters may hold.

Our local businesses and members of our com-
munity are vital partners in preparedness, response
and recovery. We again urge you to be prepared,
stay connected, and be engaged, we know we are
stronger together. #WakullaResilient

Wakulla Gounty utilizes Alert Wakulla
for emergency notifications.

Sign up for the service at

WWW.Wcso.org/emergency-management/alert-wakulla/

or hy calling (850) 745-7200.
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You need to have a plan

Local officials and relief workers will be on the
scene after a disaster, but they can’t reach ev-
eryone right away. Understanding your respon-
sibilities and using the information provided by
your local Emergency Management Office will
help you better prepare for hurricane season
and other emergencies.

To better cope with disaster, prepare in ad-
vance by working with your neighbors and local
government agencies as a team.

Create a disaster plan for your family.

If you live alone talk to your neighbors and
friends about developing a neighborhood re-
sponse plan.

Being prepared is your best protection and
your responsibility.

A good disaster preparedness plan provides
a margin of safety protecting you, your family
and your neighbors.

Having a disaster plan improves your com-
munities’ ability to recover.

Emergency management is not one individual
or government office, it is all members of the
community working together to prepare, respond
and recover from the effects of disaster.

If you have specific questions related to cre-
ating your disaster plan, call Emergency Man-
agement at (850) 745-7200.

Let’s work together and be prepared.

Being ready for an emergency is as easy as...

In an emergency you need to be ready to make
it on your own.

What should you have in your disaster supply
kit?

One gallon of water for each person per day.

You should have enough water for at least three
days. If you have four people in your family, you
should store one gallon of water — 4 people x 3
days = 12 gallons of water.

Canned and dried food - food that is easy to
prepare and doesn’t need refrigeration.

Manual can opener

Sleeping bags or cots

Flashlight or lantern with batteries

First-Aid kit

Bathroom supplies

Medicines

Duct tape

Heavy garbage bags or tarps
Important documents
Waterproof container

Fire extinguisher

Whistle or airhorn

Tools

Pet supplies

Games

Special needs:

- Baby formula, diapers, bottles and other
infant supplies

» Extra eyeglasses

* Hearing aid batteries

« Special equipment for physically challenged
diabetic supplies

« Serial numbers of medical devices such as

Prescription drugs
Emergency contact list
Soap and hand sanitizer
Face masks

tery-powered radio
Credit cards and cash

NOAA All-Hazards Weather Radio or bat-

pacemakers

* Pet supplies such as a cage, leash, food and

vaccination papers

Have two kits:

1. A large kit with three days of supplies.
2. A smaller kit if you must evacuate.

Preparedness plans
come in all sizes, as
dictated by individual
and collective needs.
Do you know the basic
safety rules? Would
your children know
what to do if they were
home alone? Do you

have plans in place to
move elders or peo-
ple with disabilities to
shelter quickly?

MAKE A PLAN

Think ahead and create a family emergency
plan.

Plan how you will get together in different
situations.

Discuss what to do if you must evacuate.

Practice your plans with your family.

Have a contact list.

If phones are down, pick two meeting
places:

1. Near your home
2. Somewhere outside the neighborhood

monthly.

and heater systems at main breaker switches.

are home alone.

and neighbors.

Test smoke/carbon monoxide detectors

Learn how to turn off gas, electric, water

Learn First-Aid and CPR.
Discuss basic safety rules.

Make sure children know what to do if they

Plan for elders or disabled family members

Include pets in your family emergency plan.

BE INFORMED

Learn about the different threats:
- Severe Weather

* Fire

- Hazardous Materials

(biological, chemical, explosive or
radiological)

* Nuclear

Discuss the different hazards with your
family.

Monitor TV, radio or trusted internet sites for
information.

Stay calm, have plans ready and listen for
instructions from local officials.

If you have questions, call your county emer-
gency management office.

Visit www.FloridaDisaster.org.

For kid friendly information and activities,
visit www.KidsGetAPlan.com.
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kit for emergencies

Having a basic survival kit on-hand to sustain
yourself and your family after an emergency is an
essential part of preparation.

Think first about basic survival needs: fresh wa-
ter, food, clean air and warmth. Store your supplies
in a portable container as close as possible to an
exit and review the contents of your kit a few times
a year (When the time changes from standard to
daylight savings time is a great reminder!)

Start your kit by reviewing the lists below to see
what you need. Don'’t let this list overwhelm you.
Make it easy on your budget by picking up one or
two items each time you shop.

Food Service Needs

Drinking water: 1 gallon per person per day: 3-7
day supply

Non-perishable food that meets your dietary re-
quirements: 3-7 day supply

Manual can opener or pop top cans/containers
and eating utensils

Juice/soft drinks/instant coffee or tea

Plastic wrap/zip-lock bags/garbage bags

Paper plates, cups, aluminum foil

Cooler for food storage and ice

Lighter/matches, pots/pans

Camp stove or grill - outdoor use only!

Personal Items

Sleeping bags, pillows, blankets

Lawn chairs, folding chairs, cots

Personal hygiene items (toothbrush, soap, de-
odorant, denture care, etc.)

List of emergency contact information

Prescriptions & over the counter meds

Spare glasses, contacts, cleaning solution

Extra hearing aid batteries

Baby/infant needs (diapers, formula, extra
clothes, etc.)

Rain gear, hot and cold weather clothing
Closed-toe work shoes (no sandals)

Sanitation/Clean up Supplies

Water for cleaning

Unscented bleach to disinfect water

Rubber gloves

Wet wipes and waterless hand sanitizer

Toilet paper, paper towels, sanitary supplies
Filter face masks (Dust Mask)

Assorted cleaners and disinfectants

Brooms, mops, towels and rags

Bucket with tight fitting lid for emergency toilet

Pets & Service Animals

Water - 1 gallon per day for each animal: 7 day
supply

Cage or carrier for each animal

Food and treats

Toys and comfort items

Clean up supplies

Immunization records and photos

Basic Safety Equipment

NOAA Weather Radio

First Aid Kit and Instruction Book

Landline telephone (does not require batteries
or electricity)

Battery powered television, radio, clock

Flashlights

Extra batteries

Chemical Light Sticks (to replace candles)

Whistle (to signal for help if needed)

Basic Tools

Basic tool kit (hammer, wrenches, screwdrivers,
pliers, etc.)

Specialized tools for water and gas valves, etc.

Plastic tarps with grommets or roll plastic sheet-

Prepare an all-hazards supply

ing
Assorted screws, nails or other fasteners
Duct tape
Canvas or leather work gloves
Miscellaneous Items
Spare keys (home, vehicles, boats, etc.)
Important papers
ID (driver’s license, insurance cards, etc.)
Cash, credit cards, coins, checks
Prepaid telephone cards
Pens, pencils and paper
Maps and evacuation information
Keepsakes, significant photos, etc.
Books, games and other quiet entertainment

Medical Equipment

Medical equipment and assistive devices

Cooler with an ice pack if medications need to
be refrigerated

Medical alert tags or bracelets to identify your
disability-related need

Disinfect Water with Bleach

Use household chlorine bleach and medicine
dropper: 9 parts water to 1 part bleach can be used
as a disinfectant. Use 16 drops of bleach to 1 gallon
of water can be used to treat water in an emergency
(do not use scented, color safe, or bleaches with
added cleaners).

This supply kit is a good start, but depending on
your situation, you may need more or less items to
survive after an emergency.

Another good idea is to use a container or suitcase
with rollers to store and move your kit.

Emergency responders may not be able to get to
you immediately after a disaster. Being prepared
means you are choosing to be a survivor.

Develop your Emergency Disaster Plan

Each Spring the clock “springs forward” one
hour, batteries get changed in smoke detectors
and we scramble to file our taxes on time. This is
also the time to make, or review, your Emergen-
cy Disaster Plan. Many of the same documents
you use to complete your taxes are important
to your Emergency Disaster Plan. Creating an
Emergency Disaster Plan does not have to be
an overwhelming, or time consuming endeavor.

On any ordinary day you may have some
ideas about the hazards in your community that
put you at risk, and how you would respond to
those risks if they became actual emergencies.
The key is to write down those hazards and your
response plan(s).

Plan!

Every good plan starts with a hazard analy-
sis. “What am I at risk from?” This depends on
where you live — in the country, in the state, and
in your county. As a Florida resident, your risks
are primarily from naturally occurring incidents:
thunderstorms, lightning, structure fire, torna-
dos, fresh water flooding, drought, wildland fires
and hurricanes.

Many of these risks are common and require
small or minimal response on your part (e.g.
staying indoors, clearing brush from around your
home, or watering restrictions). A few however
are not as frequent and when they occur, the
effects are widespread and may even require you
to evacuate to another building, or another area
of the state.

Once you've made a list of the hazards you
face, the next step is evaluate what you need in
order to respond to those hazards. For the more
common and “smaller” hazards this can be as
simple as having a designated meeting place and
phone number for family members to call should
you become separated, an evacuation map of
your home in case of fire, and a family/friend/

hotel/motel nearby you will stay at in case your
home is damaged.

However, for the larger, less frequently oc-
curring hazards you may encounter, a bit more
planning will be needed because they also have
the potential to affect your entire community. It
is for these events that you need to have supplies
(i.e. food, water, medicine, etc.) and copies of your
important papers.

You will also need to consider where you will
shelter out of the area, and if you have pets,
whether they can shelter with you. It is also
im-portant to plan for a place to temporarily call
home in the event that your home is destroyed
and resources are limited in your community
afterwards.

Prepare!

Before you realize it, you have written your plan.
Now that you have identified what you will need to
survive the hazards you have identified, take a look
around your home. Ask yourself: “Do we already
have the supplies we need?” Check your pantry,
is there enough food for 3 days that does not need
to be cooked?

If you have food that needs to be cooked, do you
have a gas or charcoal grill that you can use outside
your home to cook with? As you go through your
list of supplies, try to identify items that you can
purchase in little amounts throughout the year in
order to spread out the cost.

Pass It On!

You have a Plan. You have taken your inventory
of supplies and are Preparing. Now you can Pass It
On by sitting down with your family to talk through
your Emergency Disaster Plan. Share the Plan for
each type of hazard, the expected response, and
where important documents, including the Plan,

and supplies are located. Make sure to include any
family or friends located out of the area, which have
arole in your Plan, in the conversation. Encourage
co-workers, friends and other family members to
take a little time out of their day to write down their
Emergency Disaster Plan. Review your employer’s
Emergency Disaster Plan to ensure you know what
is expected of you during an emergency, and if it
may affect your Family Emergency Disaster Plan.

Plan \ (done)
Prepare \ (done)
Pass It On \ (on-going)

Now What?

Enjoy everything that North Florida has to offer
each day, practice your Emergency Disaster Plan
with your family at least once a year, and review
your Emergency Disaster Plan at least once a year
for any changes or additions. Then when there are
events that are covered by your Plan, use it.

When there are hazards that threaten your com-
munity, listen to your local Emergency Management
Agency and activate your Family Emergency Disas-
ter Plan accordingly.

Most Importantly: Evacuate when ordered to do
so by your Local Emergency Management Agency.
Also check with your local Emergency Management
Agency for Family Emergency Disaster Plan assis-
tance, and ask if they have a fill-in-the-blank tem-
plate you can use to make it even easier to complete.

If you have a family member living in an Assisted
Living Facility, or Nursing Home, it is important to
know what the Facility’s Emergency Plan covers.
Refer to page 11 for a list of questions you should
be asking to ensure your family member’s safety
during an emergency.

Knowledge is not enough to protect you, your
family and your home. You must put this informa-
tion to work. Don’t wait until the storm is nearly
here, or it will be too late!
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SCAN ME
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(850) 251-9792 electronic

3152 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327

www.blachfootroofing.com
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ONE SHALI.OW
DIVE CAN
WRECK A NECK.

PERMANENTLY.

EACH YEAR, HUNDREDS OF YOUNG | "8 o
PEOPLE ARE PARALYZED FROM NECK | -
AND SPINE INJURIES CAUSED BY
DIVING HEAD FIRST INTO SHALLOW
LAKES AND POOLS. DON'T LET KIDS
| DIVE IN—UNLESS YOU KNOW WHAT'S
BELOW. CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
| MOREDIVING SAFETY TIPS.

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/DIVINGSAFETY

Every Sunday, 2025
1230pm to 230pm
No food 8/24 & 8/31/25

'*%Enter from East Driveway
~ and form 3 lines please

i = : il
WAKULLA GIVING HANDS;

_— 10am or after!

Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office
Mobile App

'I‘HESH ERIFFAPP.OOM

CLISTOM SHERIFF AP

Built by f

INTRODUCING
OUR NEW APP

Navigating critical information
has never been easier.

“Sheriff Miller reminds you
to download...”

Our app is full of all kinds of
useful hurricane and storm
preparation information.

Open year round

%}” o serve you

SHEPARD

ACCOUNTING A~ 1 AX SERVICE

Jessica S. Revell, cpa Lorra L. Phillips, cpa
Friendly, professional and here to stay.

Tax Returns
Individual & Business

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
_Year Round

27 years
serving
Wakulla

850-926-9802

Located at 3234 Crawfordville Hwy. ® www.shepardaccounting.com
Lorra@shepardaccounting.com | Jessica@shepardaccounting.com
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ABC
STORAGE

Mini-Warehouses - Boats - RV’s

919-5128 » 508-5177

2 Miles South of Courthouse, Crawfordville

CALL FOR HURRICANE SPECIALS

N E -_ » _H— . r .:I :

New Construction/Remodeling
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial _

Log Homes/Fences/Stain & Paint
Cabinet Palntmg & Speclalty Coatlngs

Vacations by
Waypointis your
locally owned, locally
operated, expert
source on all things
Forgotten Coast
Vacations!

= — 80713 1006
T ———8 Wplvacations.com

ur Local

m%%@mwmw<

Subscribe Today!

You can subscribe to
The Sun online!

To receive our Weekly Newspaper
please visit www.thewakullasun.com
under the home button click on In
County if you live in Wakulla or scan
the QR code Here. ————3»

Fine Wine & Liquor —%

Online Or ering & Pickup
www.Barns-Spirits.com

Stop on your way to the Gulf
1306 Coastal Hwy, Panacea, FL 32346 «850-713-0181 &=

BesT L1qUOR AND WINE SELECTION IN WAKULLA!

MEXICO

5 TII'{L@’

OPEN 7 DAYS

EC 13007625

CTML

SOLID CONNECT'ON

850-421-3714

LICENSED CRAWFORDVILLE, FL INSURED

FIFICANe N

3AY

E ,_‘\\\_,_ -

YUCATAN PEN- &4
INSULA

BELIZE

GUATE-
MALA HONDURAS

EL*SALVADOR NICARAGUA

OUTDOOR
EQUIPMENT

WE HAVE YOU COVERED THIS SEASON

& WHOLE HOME STANDBY
TEE::) UNITS 22/24 K\XY

2219 Crawfordville Hwy ¢ Crawfordville * 926-3300

KEITH LAWSON
SERVICES

CHAINSAWS

1 We Provide 24/7
Emergency Services

2 Air Conditioning & Plumbing

UNCOMMONLY GOOD SERVICE

850-562-2600

The Home of 4 www.keithlawson.com
Red Carpet Service

5 info@keithlawson.com

[oXoY o

PANAMA

GENERAC
————e]
AUTHORIZED DEALER

FERRIS

Open Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon « 3youtdoorequipment.com

Schedule
Service



June, 2025 Disaster Guide THE WAKULLA SUN-Page 7D

BIG BEND.
WE'RE ALL OVER IT.

From a timely tow to boat recovery after a storm,
our Captains are licensed, insured and ready to help 24/7.

Z£ owaklfﬁé
Heatmg.L&.Alr |

Servmg akulla &‘Fran Kli

i [ 85@-926-5?92 .

g _ Owned & Operated bﬁ Gary L

I Quality Signs Of All Kinds

w a k u I I a vinyl . digital print - decals

banners - real estate - magnetics

autos - boats - license plates
hand painted - screenprint
sandblasted - routered  engraving
Llogo design « graphics « apparel

c o m p a n v Garly Parmer - 850-509-7993
|

4 [ Wakulla Sign Company

850-421-2301 wakullasign@gmail.com

30°
Let Waypmnt Propertles llelp you
flnd your way home...
Residential ~ Commercial

Land ~ Property Management
WPTPROPERTIES.COM
3004 Crawfordville Fl, 32327

25°

" PEPAINTINE
D OM|N| C AN - . PRESSLIRE WASHINé

. LIFT AVAILABLE IN/HOUSEL I

R ERU BLIC - WOOD POT REPAIRS,

DECK PESTORATION | VASWISEE

. CABINET.PAINTINE = | rewemmmaer | |

RUERTO - iy - A= 350 9399932400 :
RICO'(U'S.) BT Y

.
v &

4 ¥ i 5 -‘.‘. p & - '
U.S\VIRGIN v
ISUANDS Lw Se:"‘;v“:%?\,? l
rounding Countic
| f

15° Since 1993 .
‘*Ilm Porter & Todd Porter
| | ) o YOUR BalNTE

Stay Ser 779/5’
Hurricane Sedason!

10°

VENEZUELA

55K

CARROLL Appraisals in Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI

Leon, Wakulla, - )
APPRA'SAL Gadsden, Jefferson & State Certified General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

Franklin Counties 850'694'3333 Rhonda@CarrollAppraisal.com

Competitive Rates ¢ County Resident ¢ Specializing in Commercial &
Residential Appraisals (Including Mobile Homes) « Leon/Wakulla Native
* 40 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate ¢
Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

h J
CRAWFORDVILLE 'Gen.erators
¢ Chain Saws
—IJ 'A * Portable Cooling
i Systems
I e Portable Fans

crawfordwllerentals.com e Drying Fans

850-745-6302 * Bobcat ® Shop Vacs ® Coolers

2273 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville @ Excavator e Ajr Compressors
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WHAT TO DO.

Sy Al

BEFORE A HURRICANE

To prepare for a hurricane, you should take the
following measures:

¢ To begin preparing, you should build an emer-
gency kit and make a family communications plan.

e Know your surroundings.

e Learn the elevation level of your property and
whether the land is flood-prone. This will help you
know how your property will be affected when
storm surge or tidal flooding is forecast.

¢ |[dentify levees and dams in your area and de-
termine whether they pose a hazard to you.

e Learn community hurricane evacuation routes
and how to find higher ground. Determine where
you would go and how you would get there if you
needed to evacuate.

e Make plans to secure your property.

e Cover all of your home’s windows. Permanent
storm shutters offer the best protection for win-
dows. A second option is to board up windows with
5/8” marine plywood, cut to fit and ready to install.
Tape does not prevent windows from breaking.

e Install straps or additional clips to securely
fasten your roof to the frame structure. This will
reduce roof damage.

¢ Be sure trees and shrubs around your home
are well trimmed so they are more wind resistant.

e Clear loose and clogged rain gutters and
downspouts.

¢ Reinforce your garage doors; if wind enters
a garage it can cause dangerous and expensive
structural damage.

DURING A HURRICANE

If a hurricane is likely in your area, you should:

¢ Listen to the radio or TV for information.

e Secure your home, close storm shutters and
secure outdoor objects or bring them indoors.

¢ Turn off utilities if instructed to do so. Otherwise,
turn the refrigerator thermostat to its coldest setting
and keep its doors closed.

¢ Turn off propane tanks.

¢ Avoid using the phone, except for serious emer-
gencies.

e Moor your boat if time permits.

e Ensure a supply of water for sanitary purpose
such as cleaning and flushing toilets. Fill the bathtub
and other larger containers with water.

¢ Find out how to keep food safe during and after
and emergency.

You should evacuate under the following condi-
tions:

If you are directed by local authorities to do so.
Be sure to follow their instructions.

¢ If you live in a mobile home or temporary struc-
ture - such shelter are particularly hazardous during
hurricane no matter how well fastened to the ground.

e If you live in a high-rise building - hurricane
winds are stronger at higher elevations.

¢ If you live on the coast, on a floodplain, near a

AFTER A HURRICANE

¢ Continue listening to a NOAA Weather Radio or the
local news for the latest updates.

e Stay alert for extended rainfall and subsequent flood-
ing even after the hurricane or tropical storm has ended.

¢ |f you have become separated from your family, use
your family communications plan or contact FEMA or the
American Red Cross.

FEMA has established the National Emergency Family
Registry and Locator System (NEFRLS), which has been
developed to help reunite families who are separated
during a disaster. The NEFRLS system will enable dis-
placed individuals the ability to enter personal information
into a website database so that they can be located by
others during a disaster.

The American Red Cross also maintains a database
to help you find family. Contact the local American Red
Cross chapter where you are staying for information. Do
not contact the chapter in the disaster area.

¢ [f you evacuated, return home only when officials
say it is safe.

¢ |f you cannot return home and have immediate

housing needs. Text SHELTER + your ZIP code to 43362
(4FEMA) to find the nearest shelter in your area (example:
shelter 12345).

¢ For those who have longer-term housing needs,
FEMA offers several types of assistance, including ser-
vices and grants to help people repair their homes and
find replacement housing. Apply for assistance or search
for information about housing rental resources.

¢ Drive only if necessary and avoid flooded roads and
washed-out bridges. Stay off the streets. If you must go
out watch for fallen objects; downed electrical wires; and
weakened walls, bridges, roads and sidewalks.

¢ Keep away from loose or dangling power lines and
report them immediately to the power company.

e Walk carefully around the outside your home and
check for loose power lines, gas leaks and structural
damage before entering.

o Stay out of any building if you smell gas, floodwaters
remain around the building or your home was damaged
by fire and the authorities have not declared it safe.

¢ Inspect your home for damage. Take pictures of dam-

¢ Plan to bring in all outdoor furniture, decora-
tions, garbage cans and anything else that is not
tied down.

e Determine how and where to secure your boat.

¢ Install a generator for emergencies.

e If in a high-rise building, be prepared to take
shelter on or below the 10th floor.

e Consider building a safe room.

Hurricanes cause heavy rains that can cause
extensive flood damage in coastal and inland
areas. Everyone is at risk and should consider
flood insurance protection. Flood insurance is the
only way to financially protect your property or
business from flood damage. To learn more about
your flooding risk and how to protect yourself and
your business, visit the Federal Insurance and
Mitigation Administration (NFIP) website,www.
floodsmart.gov or call 1-800-427-2419.

river or on an island waterway.

If you are unable to evacuate, go to your wind-safe
room. If you do not have one, follow these guidelines:

e Stay indoors during the hurricane and away from
windows and glass doors.

¢ Close all interior doors — secure and brace ex-
ternal doors.

e Keep curtains and blinds closed. Do not be
fooled if there is a lull; it could be the eye of the
storm - winds will pick up again.

¢ Take refuge in a small interior room, closet or
hallway on the lowest level.

¢ Lie on the floor under a table or another sturdy
object.

¢ Avoid elevators.

age, both of the building and its contents, for insurance
purposes. If you have any doubts about safety, have your
residence inspected by a qualified building inspector or
structural engineer before entering.

e Use battery-powered flashlights in the dark. Do
NOT use candles. Note: The flashlight should be turned
on outside before entering - the battery may produce a
spark that could ignite leaking gas, if present.

e Watch your pets closely and keep them under your
direct control. Watch out for wild animals, especially
poisonous snakes. Use a stick to poke through debris.

¢ Avoid drinking or preparing food with tap water until
you are sure it’s not contaminated.

e Check refrigerated food for spoilage. If in doubt,
throw it out.

e Wear protective clothing and be cautious when
cleaning up to avoid injury.

¢ Use the telephone only for emergency calls.

e NEVER use a generator inside homes, garages,
crawlspaces, sheds, or similar areas, even when using
fans or opening doors and windows for ventilation. Deadly
levels of carbon monoxide can quickly build up in these
areas and can linger for hours, even after the generator
has shut off.
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WHEN YOU LOSE POWER

How Duke Energy Restores Power 4’ E[EjJEKEGY

Duke Energy focuses on restoring power in a sequence that enables power restoration to public health
and safety facilities and to the greatest number of customers as safely and quickly as possible.

A typical sequence of activities, many of which occur simultaneously, is as follows:

1. Public safety situations — locate downed power lines and make sure electricity is no longer flowing
through the wires.

. Transmission, substation equipment and main distribution lines — these serve large numbers of
customers and large geographic areas, and must be restored first to keep electricity flowing from power
plants to neighborhoods.

. Essential facilities — emergency service and critical infrastructure such as hospitals, law enforcement,
fire departments and water treatment facilities.

. Distribution lines — we work to get the largest number of customers back on as quickly as possible.

X
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a

N 57 73S

W,
NS A
@ IA\VRVL‘!A\/-\ X

( Restoration diagram J

Generation sources (power plants)

Transmission lines (supply large number of customers
and large geographic areas)

Substation (where voltage is lowered)

Main distribution lines (deliver electricity to large
subdivisions and commercial areas)

Power pole (showing underground service to hospital)

Local distribution or tap line (the type of line that runs
along neighborhood streets)

Q @0 ®e 6

Transformer (reduces service voltage to individual households
and businesses — may also be padmounted on the ground)

®

Service lines (to individual homes)

Talquin Electric Cooperative:

Powering Up After An Outage

When 2 major hurricane causes widespread damage, extendead outages
may result. Qur line crews work long, hard hours to restore service safely
to the greatest number of consumers in the shortest time possible. A
single pole, if damaged beyond repair, can take anywhere between 8 and
18 hours to replace.

Here's what's going on if you find yourself in the dark: 2 1. High-Voltage Transmission Lines

' Transmission towers and cables supply power to
transmissicn substations {and thousands cf members),
and they rarely fzil. But when damaged, these facilities
must be repaired before other parts of the system can
operate.

2. Distribution Substation

A substation can serve hundreds or thousands of
members. When & major outage occurs, our line crews
inspect substations to determine if problems stem
from transmission lines feeding intc the substation, the
substation itself, or if problems exist further down the
line.

3. Main Distribution Lines

f the problem cannot be isolated at 2 distribution
substation, distribution lines are checked. These lines
carry power to large groups of members in our loca
comimunities.

4. Tap Lines

f local putages persist, supply lines {also known as
tap lines) are inspected. These lines deliver power tc
transformers, either mounted on poles or placed on
pads for underground service, outside businesses,

schools, and homes.

5. Service Lines

f your home remains without power, the service line
between a transformer and your residence may need 1o
be repaired. If you experience an outage, please contact
us so we can isolate the issue,




Page 10D-THE WAKULLA SUN

Disaster Guide

June, 2025

WHAT TO DO...

TO PREPARE YOUR BOAT FOR A HURRICANE

The key to protecting your boat from
hurricanes or any severe, threatening
weather is planning, preparation, and
timely action. The following precautions
and checklists are meant as guidelines
only.

Do Not Stay Aboard. Winds during
any hurricane can exceed 100 mph,
and tornadoes are often associated with
these storms. First and foremost, protect
human life.

1. Prior to the hurricane season, de-
velop a detailed plan of action to secure
your vessel in the marina. If permitted,
remove your boat from the threatened
area, or take your boat to a previously
identified hurricane refuge. Before hurri-
cane season, practice your plan to ensure
that it works.

2. Arrange for a friend to carry out
your plans if you are out of town during
hurricane season.

3. Check your lease or storage rental
agreement with the marina or storage
area. Know your responsibilities and
liabilities as well as those of the marina.

4. Consolidate all records, including
insurance policies, a recent photo of your
vessel, boat lease agreement with the
marina or storage area, and telephone
numbers of appropriate author-ities (i.e.,
harbor master, Coast Guard, insurance
agent, etc.) and keep them in your pos-
session.

5. Maintain an inventory of both the
items removed and those left on board.
Items of value should be marked so that
they can be readily identified, if dispersed
by the storm.

6. When a hurricane is approaching,
and after you have made anchoring or
mooring provisions, remove all move-
able equipment such as canvas, sails,
dinghies, radios, cushions, Biminis and
roller furling sails. Lash down every-
thing you cannot remove such as tillers,
wheels, booms, etc. Make sure the elec-
trical system is cut off unless you plan to
leave the boat in the water, and remove
the battery to eliminate the risk of fire or
other damage.

Trailerable Boats

1. Be sure your tow vehicle is capable
of properly and adequately moving the
boat. Check your trailer: tires, bearings

and axle should all be in good condition.

2. Once at a “safe” place, lash your
boat to the trailer and place blocks be-
tween the frame members and the axle
inside each wheel. Owners of light weight
boats, after consulting with the manufac-
turer, may wish to consider letting about
half the air out of the tires, then filling the
boat one-third full of water to help hold
it down. (The blocks will prevent damage
to the springs from the additional weight
of the water.)

3. Secure your boat with heavy lines
to fixed objects. Try to pick a location
that allows you to secure it from all four
direc-tions, because hurricane winds
rotate and change direction. It can be tied
down to screw anchors secured into the
ground. Remember that trees are often
blown over during a hurricane.

Non-Trailerable Boats in Dry Storage

When selecting a “safe” location, be
sure to consider whether storm surge

AUTHORIZED
YERICLES
ONLY

The dock in Panacea during Tropical Storm Debby.

could rise into the area. Never leave a
boat on davits or on a hydro-lift.

Non-Trailerable Boats in Wet Stor-
age

The owner of a large boat, usually one
moored in a berth, has three options:

1. Secure the boat in the marina berth.

2. Moor the boat in a previously iden-
tified safe area.

3. Haul the boat.

Each action requires a separate strat-
egy. Another alternative, running from
the storm, is not encouraged except for
large commercial vessels—unless there
is enough time to get your boat beyond
the storm’s projected path.

Boats Remaining in Marina Berth

1. Double all lines. Rig crossing spring
lines fore and aft. Attach lines high on
pilings to allow for tidal rise or surge.
Make sure lines will not slip off pilings.

Inspect pilings and choose those that
seem strongest and tallest and are prop-
erly installed. The longer the dock lines,
the better a boat will be at coping with
high tides. It is also essential to double
up on all lines and use chafe protectors
at any potential chafe points.

2. Install fenders to protect the boat
from rubbing against the pier, pilings
and other boats. Cover all lines at rough
points to prevent chafing. Wrap with
tape, rags, and rubber hoses, etc.

3. Assess the attachment of prima-
ry cleats, winches and chocks. These
should have substantial back plates and
adequate stainless steel bolt sizes.

Batteries should be fully charged and
checked to ensure their capability to run
automatic bilge pumps for the duration
of the storm. Consider backup batteries.
Cut off all devices consuming electricity
except bilge pumps.

FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES & SPECIAL NEEDS

People with Disabilities

Estimates vary, but as many as
one in four people live with some
type of disability. Sometimes signs
are obvious, a wheelchair, a guide
dog or a cane. However, many times
a disability is not obvious. Whether
obvious or not, awareness and sensi-
tivity toward persons with disabilities
makes good sense.

People with disabilities must as-
sume personal responsibility and be
prepared for an emergency. The basic
steps of a personal safety plan are the
same for everyone.

Emergency Management has been
an active participant in the a number
of functional needs committees to
gain insight into needs during a di-
saster. Every effort will be made with
our partners to assure that functional
needs are addressed. The American
Red Cross operates shelters within
Wakulla County and strives to iden-
tify and meet the needs of evacuees.

Practicing disability etiquette
makes people with disabilities feel

more welcome and comfortable. Here
are a few things anyone can do to
make a person with a disability feel
more at ease in any situation.

Remember, a person with a disabil-
ity is a person first. Ask before you
help. Don’t assume a person with
a disability needs your help with a
task. If you are asked for help, be
sure to ask what kind of assistance
is needed.

Be sensitive regarding personal
space and physical contact. Respect
personal space and remember that
people often consider their equipment
part of their person.

Think before you speak. Speak
to the person, not their aide or com-
panion. Converse with a person with
a disability as you would any other
person. Get permission from a parent
or guardian before interacting with
children.

Special Needs Program
Some people have medical issues
that cannot be accommodated in

a regular public shelter. For those
people whose health would quickly
deteriorate in a public shelter, and
have no other safe place to go, there
are Special Care shelters available.
Some residents do not have transpor-
tation to get to a shelter. The Special
Needs Program provides shelter and
transportation to Wakulla County
residents at no cost.

You must complete an application
to see if your medical issues qualify
for a Special Care shelter, or if you
need transportation. Applications are
available on our website (Www.wcso.
org) and can be submitted directly
online. There are specific criteria and
requirements to be eligible for the
Special Care shelter. You must have
a caregiver with you during your stay
at the Special Care shelter. During
an emergency we have very limited
staff working in the shelters, so your
caregiver is critically important for
your health and safety.

As at any other shelter, you must
bring the emergency supplies you

need to survive. In any emergency
situation you should have a plan for
where you will go if you cannot return
to your home because of damage.
Food and water will be provided at
the shelter. It is a good idea to bring
some drinks and snacks in case you
get hungry between meals. If you
require a special diet, you must bring
that with you.

When Wakulla County enters the
S-day forecast cone for a hurricane
or tropical storm, we stop processing
Special Needs applications so we can
prepare for evacuations.

Transportation

Wakulla Transportation will pro-
vide transportation for the Wakulla
County Special Needs Program

At the point when the winds reach
a sustained 40 mph, Wakulla Coun-
ty will pull all emergency vehicles
from the road until the storm has
passed. This includes ambulances,
fire trucks, police vehicles and buses.

Contact Emergency Management
if you have any questions.
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TO HELP CHILDREN IN A DISASTER

Disasters strike quickly and without
warning. These events can be traumat-
ic for adults, but they are frightening to
children if they do not know what to do.

During a disaster, children may have
to leave their homes and have their
daily routines disrupted. This may
leave a child frightened, anxious and
confused.

As an adult, you will need to cope
with disaster and also give your chil-
dren crucial guidance about how to
respond and handle the situation.

Children depend on their daily rou-
tines: They wake up, eat breakfast, go
to school, play with friends.

When emergencies or disasters in-
terrupt this routine, some children have
difficulty coping with these changes.

In a disaster, they will look to you
and other adults for help and guidance.
How you react to an emergency gives

them clues about how to act.

If you react with alarm, a child may
become scared. They see our fear as
proof that the danger is real. That is
why it is important to have a plan for
each hazard that threatens our com-
munity and to ensure that children are
included in development and exercis-
ing the plan.

Children’s fears also may stem from
their imagination, and you should take
these feelings seriously. A child who
feels afraid, is afraid. Your words and
actions can provide reassurance.

Feelings of fear are healthy and
natural for adults and children. But as
an adult, you need to keep control of
the situation.

When you’re sure that danger has
passed, concentrate on your child’s
emotional needs by asking the child to
explain what is troubling them.

Your response during this “problem
time” may have a lasting impact.

Be aware that after a disaster, chil-
dren are most afraid that:

® The event will happen again.

e Someone will be injured or killed.

e They will be separated from the
rest of the family.

e They will be left alone.

HOW TO DEVELOP A
DISASTER PLAN

You can develop your family di-
saster plan by following these simple
steps:

e Learn what hazards exist in your
community. Here in Wakulla County we
face many potential hazards ranging
from fires or chemical spills to hurri-
canes. Some of your plans may be
different for various hazards.

e Meet with all family members to
discuss what you will do, as a group
in each situation.

¢ Take steps to prepare your family
for disaster such as: post emergency
phone numbers, select an out-of-state
family contact, assemble a disaster
supplies kit for each member of your
household and install smoke detectors
on each level of your home.

Finally, practice your Family Disas-
ter Plan so that everyone will remem-
ber what to do when an emergency or
disaster does occur.

AFTER THE DISASTER

Keep the family together.

Calmly and firmly explain the situa-
tion to your children.

Encourage children to talk about
how they feel.

Include children in recovery activi-
ties such as cleaning, shopping, etc.

SENIOR CITIZEN DISASTER PREP LIST

This hurricane season, local senior care experts
are encouraging families to prepare their senior
loved ones for severe weather emergencies and
the possibility of evacuation.

“We know that a disaster can be deadly for
some seniors because of physical and other lim-
itations,” said Scott Harrell, owner of the Home
Instead Office serving Leon, Gadsden, Jefferson
and Wakulla counties, as well as the panhandle.
“It’s important for families to talk with their senior
loved ones and begin preparing in advance for
any kind of emergency that could threaten their
health or safety. Consider this checklist as you
help your older adult get ready.”

Home Instead Senior Care’s Disaster Prep
Checklist For Seniors:

e Tune in. Contact the local emergency man-
agement office to learn about the most likely
natural disasters to strike your area. Stay abreast
of what’s going on through your local radio or
television.

¢ Take stock. Decide what your senior can or
can’t do in the event of a natural disaster. Make
a list of what would be needed if a disaster oc-

curred. For example, if your loved one is wheel-
chair-bound, determine an evacuation strategy
ahead of time. Prepare for whatever disaster
could hit the area.

e To go or to stay? When deciding to evacuate,
older adults should go sooner rather than later.
By waiting too long, they may be unable to leave
if they require assistance.

e Make a plan. Schedule a family meeting to
develop a plan of action. Include in your plan key
people — such as neighbors, friends, relatives and
professional caregivers — who could help.

e More than one way out. Seniors should de-
velop at least two escape routes: one to evacuate
their home and one to evacuate their community.
The local emergency management office can tell
you escape routes out of the community.

* Meet up. Designate a place to meet relatives
or key support network people outside the house,
as well as a second location outside the neigh-
borhood, such as a school or church. Practice
the plan twice a year.

e Get up and “Go Kit.” Have an easy-to-carry
backpack including three days non-perishable

TO PREPARE FOR YOUR PETS

Only 38 percent of U.S. households have chil-
dren, but 43 percent have pets!

Take time now to plan how you will protect yours
during a weather emergency.

IF YOU PLAN TO EVACUATE

All pet owners should make arrangement for their
pets if they plan to evacuate.

If Crawfordville Elementary School is opened
as a risk shelter it will be a pet accessible shelter.
The pets will be kept at the same location but in a
separate room where the owner can access them
to care for them. There will be a volunteer working
in the pet area to make sure that pets are only re-
leased to their owners.

If you can’t take your pets with you, arrangements
should be made with a clinic or kennel that is out-
side of the evacuation area. These arrangements
should be made well in advance because available
spaces fill up quickly as a storm approaches.

If you plan to take your pets with you, you may
want to ask your vet for a mild sedative (for the pet)
and remember to take these items for their care:

A secure pet carrier of appropriate size

Food/water bowls

A one week supply of dry food

Water in plastic containers

Medications and health records

Leashes (muzzles if necessary)

Newspapers and paper towels for cleanup

A favorite blanket

Many hotels/motels will accept pets, especially
in emergency situations.

If you plan to go to a motel, determine in advance
if pets are welcome and what, if any, special rules
are applicable.

It is also a good idea to photograph each of your
pets and include these pictures with your health
records.

All pets should have current immunizations and
ensure that they have a collar with proper identi-
fication.

SERVICE ANIMALS

Though pets are not allowed in public shelters,
in compliance with 28 CFR Part 36, supporting the

food and water with an additional four days of
food and water readily accessible at home. Have
at least one gallon of bottled water per person per
day. Refresh and replace your supplies at least
twice a year. And don’t forget the blanket and
paper products such as toilet paper.

e Pack extras and copies. Have at least a
one-month supply of medication on hand at all
times. Make ready other important documents
in a waterproof protector including copies of
prescriptions, car title registration and driver’s
license, insurance documents and bank account
numbers, and spare checkbook. Also take extra
eyeglasses and hearing-aid batteries. Label every
piece of important equipment or personal item in
case they are lost.

¢ Your contact list. Compile a list of important
contacts, including the senior’s support network,
doctors and other important health-care profes-
sionals. The information can be recorded and
kept in a free Home Instead Senior Emergency
kit, available at www.senioremergencykit.com.

e [f you can’t be there. If you're not living close
by to help your loved one, enlist the help of family
or friends, or contact a professional caregiving
company.

American Disabilities Act, service animals will be
allowed in both general and special needs shelters.

IF YOU MUST LEAVE YOUR PET AT HOME

If you have to leave your pets at home try to se-
cure them in a safe area of your home. Otherwise,
your pets may escape and become disoriented
as a storm could alter landmarks and scent trails.
Make sure the pet is wearing a collar with proper
identification.

Remember, don’t leave dogs and cats in the
same space. Even if they normally get along, things
may change as the storm approaches. Some other
things to remember are:

Place pets in ventilated safe rooms without
windows.

Leave at least a three day food supply.

Leave plenty of water.

Leave access to elevated spaces in the event
of flooding.

Pet stores sell slow-release feeders for fish tanks
if you evacuate.

After the storm, walk pets on a leash until they
become reoriented to their home and surroundings.

Downed power lines and other debris pose risks
for you and your pets. Don’t let pets consume food
or water which may have become contaminated.
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Do you know your Evacuation Zone?

Hurricane Evacuation Zones are no longer ref-
erenced by storm category, but are now named by
Hurricane Surge Evacuation Zones A/B/C/D/E.
We want you to Know Your Zone, and challenge

your friends and family to do the same.

To get to the county GIS portal Hurricane evacuation map where you can find your zone as well as shelter information, go to

Why is it important to Know Your Evacuation

Zone in Wakulla County?

We evacuate by zones for storm surge and wind,
in a phased manner. This means we may order the

evacuation of Zone A

before you see any effects of the tropical cyclone.

How can I be better prepared?
1 Find helpful tips and links at www.wcso.org
2. Get a Plan and Print a copy of the Family Emer-

gency Plan

3. Follow us on Social Media to stay informed

https://gis-portal-update-wakullaplanning.hub.arcgis.com/pages/hurricane-evacuation-map

STATEWIDE
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Security Systems Digital Signage 24 hours a day/

CORBIN
SYSTEMS

Cameras Biometrics 7 days a
Smart Home Technology Data Cabling ~ Week
Monotoring Fiber Optics

Wireless & Networking ~ Access Control

! s - Audio/Visual Systems_
Commercial & Residential Soundsystemsi i

850 491-6277

Locally Owned and Operated ¢ Insured — Licensed Contractors

On the Horizon

Monday, June 2

» County commission
meets at 5 p.m. in the
commission chambers. A
budget workshop will be
held at 3 p.m.

o The Wakulla Respite
Program is available for
anyone with memory
impairment at no cost
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

at Lake Ellen Baptist
Church every Monday.

« Alcoholics Anonymous
meets at 6 p.m. and 8
p.m. every Monday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

« Gentle Yoga and
Stetching Class, every
Monday, 11 a.m. Wakul-
la Community Center.
Bring a mat. Come early
to sign in. Chair Yoga
participants welcome. $2
per class.

« Yoga 101 with Nellie at
6 p.m. Classes are $12,
packages available at
New Posh on 3079 Craw-
fordville Hwy. RSVP to
newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850)
528-5838.

Tuesday, June 3

o Library Summer
Reading Kickoft will be
held at the public library
from 4 to 7 p.m. and will
feature games, music,
raffles and more.

« Sopchoppy community
dinner is held every week
at the Towles House at
6:30 p.m.

o Alcoholics Anonymous
meets at 6:30 p.m. at 54
Ochlockonee St.

« Yoga Flow with Nellie
at 6 p.m. Classes are $12,
packages available at
New Posh on 3079 Craw-
fordville Hwy. RSVP to
newposh3079@gmail.
com or text/call at (850)
528-5838.

Wednesday, June 4

» Muffins with Moms
Prenatal Support Group
meets at 9 a.m., 9:30
a.m., and 10 a.m. at the
Wakulla County Health
Department. Contact

The calendar of events for June

Liz Neighbors at 850-
888-6078 or elizabeth.
neighbors@flhealth.gov
for more information.

» Wakulla County Co-
alition for Youth meets
at the Wakulla Public
Library at 12:30 p.m.

« A line dance class is
held at 1 p.m. at the
Wakulla Senior Center
every Wednesday.

o Alcoholics Anonymous
meets at noon and 6:30
p.m. every Wednesday at
54 Ochlockonee St.

Thursday, June 5

« The Rotary Club of
Wakulla County meets at
the TSC Wakulla Center
at 8:30 a.m. on Thurs-
days.

o Coastal Optimist Club
meets at noon at Myra
Jean’s on the first and
third Thursdays.

« The VFW Auxiliary
Bingo Night will be held
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran
Road in Crawfordville,
every Thursday. There
are concessions and
raffles.

« Yin Yoga at 6 p.m. with
Nellie every Thursday.
Classes are $12, at New
Posh on 3079 Crawford-
ville Hwy. RSVP to new-
posh3079@gmail.com
or text/call at (850) 528-
5838.

o Gentle Yoga at First
Baptist Church, 3086
Crawfordville Hwy., at
11:30 a.m. Chair partici-
pants welcome. $2 dona-
tion per class. Bring your
mat.

o Alcoholics Anonymous
meets at 6:30 p.m. every
Thursday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Friday, June 6

« Free or low cost mam-
mograms will be available
at the community cen-
ter from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
To schedule a time, call
(850) 926-0400. Walk-ins
are also welcome.

o Alcoholics  Anony-
mous meets at noon and
8 p.m. every Friday at 54

Ochlockonee St.
Saturday, June 7

« Rockin’ Reds fishing
tournament in memory
of Gage Pitman will be
held throughout the day
at Panacea’s Woolley
Park.

 The Panacea Commu-
nity Garden Farmer’s
Market will be held from
9 a.m. to 12 noon in
Panacea.

Sunday, June 8

« Rockin’ Reds fishing
tournament will be held
throughout the day at
Panacea’s Woolley Park.

Monday, June 9

« The Wakulla County
Planning Commission
meets at 6 p.m. in the
commission chambers.

« The Sopchoppy City
Commission meets at
6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

o Grief Support Group
will be offered at Lake
Ellen Baptist Church
every Monday June 9
through July 14 from 7
to 8p.m. There is no cost.
Contact Stan Mitchell at
850-728-3454.

o The Wakulla Caregiver
Support Group meets

at Lake Ellen Baptist
Church at 9:30 a.m every
second Monday of the
month.

o Crawfordville Woman’s
Club monthly meeting

is the second Monday of
each month at 6:30 p.m.
at 64 Ochlockonee St.,
in Crawfordville. Call
(850) 566-5727 for more
information.

Thursday, June 12

« St. Marks City Com-
mission meets at the St.
Marks Yacht Club at 6
p.m.

o The Wakulla County
Cancer Support Group
meets in the Education
Center of the Crawford-
ville United Methodist
Church at 7 p.m. This

group meeting is for men
and women, regardless
of the type of cancer.
Spouses, caregivers, and
friends are welcome. For
more information, call
850-926-6050.

Saturday, June 14

« FLAG DAY

« The Wakulla Caregiver
Support Group will meet
at the Wakulla County
Public Library at 10 a.m.
every second Saturday
of the month.

Sunday, June 15
« FATHER'S DAY
Monday, June 16

o County commission
meets at 5 p.m. in the
commission chambers.
« School board meets at
the district office at 5:45
p.m.

Thursday, June 19

« JUNETEENTH

» Tobacco Free Wakulla
quarterly meeting will
be held at the Health
Department, 48 Oak St.,
beginning at 4 p.m. For
more information, or to
join the meeting virtu-
ally through Teams, call
(850) 888-6092.

Saturday, June 21

« Salute to Veterans,
sponsored by the VFW
Post 4538, will be held
at the community center
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. All
veterans and families
can receive free medi-
cal, dental and eye care,
veteran services, coun-
seling, financial literacy
and more. (Continues
Sunday, June 22)

o Screening of “Tate,”
the locally made film
about the legend of Tate’s
Hell, will be held at

Alarm Lic#EF20001549 Low Volt Lic#ES12001531

Palaver Tree Theater, 59
Shadeville Road. Doors
open at 7 p.m., movie at
8 p.m.

Sunday, June 22

« Salute to Veterans,
sponsored by the VFW
Post 4538, will be held
at the community center
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Thursday, June 26

o Be in the Know: Clues
to spotting a troubled
teen and how to support
them: A one hour talk
that is fun and interac-
tive to give parents the
tools and resources to
help you support your
teen. It will be held at the
Wakulla Public Library
from 6 to 7 p.m. For
more information con-
tact Margaret Waldbauer
at the Wakulla DOH
850-888-6101.

< Florida Department of Health in Wakulla County

-

~ Invites parents and guardians of teens to

~

- BE IN THE

Join us for a discussion about spotting
the clues of troubled teens and ways to

support them.

THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2025

6 -17PM.

Wakulla County Public Library

4330 Crawfordville Highway

Crawfordville, FL 32327

Contact us for more information:

850-888-6101

Margaret.Waldbauer@FLhealth.gov
Wakulla.FloridaHealth.gov

Florida
HEALTH

-
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Two Irish immigrant
families came into the
port of Philadelphia in
the 1740’s and lived near
each other in and near
Lancaster, Pennsylva-
nia. Whether they knew
each other at the time is
not likely, yet they start-
ed southward over near-
ly the same trails at the
same time and a century
later nearly all they did
intertwined. They were
the Jacksons and the
Butlers.

Andrew Jackon’s fami-
ly left Lancaster and came
down the Catawba Path
to the Waxhaws in South
Carolina and proceeded
from there to Tennessee
after the American Revo-
lution. After 1800 Andrew
Jackson came to Louisi-
ana, Alabama, Georgia,
and Florida, pursuing In-
dians, British renegades,
and anyone else likely to
cross his path and his
temper.

And the Butler family,
who this story is about,
came from Cumberland
County, Pennsylvania to
Tennessee to Louisiana
to Leon County, Florida
with scarcely a deviation
from the trail of Old Hick-
ory. The story is some-
what confusing as pieced
together from the Mary
Lamar Davis papers, the
research of Cathryn Way-
man of Tallahassee, and
the recollection of the
Butler descendants in
Leon County, but it is a
moving and often typical
saga of the America fron-
tier.

It was during the
American Revolution that
the Fighting Butlers got
their name. Robert But-
ler in a letter to President
Zachary Taylor from his
home on Lake Jackson in
1849, mentions it in his
own works: “I find that
my grandfather, Thomas
Butler, who I personal-
ly remember, emigrated
from Ireland in search of
personal freedom at an
early age, with his wife,
and settled at a farm in
Cumberland County,
Pennsylvania, where my
father and I were born.
They reared five sons and
two daughters. Those
sons were all in the ser-
vice of this Rupublic at
the same time and bore
the appellation the Fight-
ing Butlers from General
Washington himself. They

were General Richard
Butler, Colonel William
Butler, Colonel Thomas

Butler (my father), Gen-
eral Percival Butler, fa-
ther of William O. Butler
of Kentucky, and Captain
Edward Butler, the father
of Colonel E.G.W. But-
ler of Louisiana. Richard
was with General Antho-
ny Wayne at the storming
of Stony Point and was
killed at St. Clair’s defeat
in November 1791, while
my father, then a major,

received two wounds, one
of which broke his leg,
had two horses shot from
under him and his plume
shot from his hat. He
was borne from the field
by his youngest broth-
er, Edward. He was also
wounded at the Battle
of Brandywine. They all
left sones, one or more of
whom served in the Army
of Navey of his country.”

After the Revolution, in
fact, the Fighting Butlers
went to engage in Indian
Wars all along the Mid-
dle Border, which in the
latter part of the 18th
century meant the Ap-
palachian cordillera from
the Green Mountains
south to the Horseshoe
Bend in Alabama. There
is a story about the rep-
utation of the fighting
Butlers that occurred in
Feliciana Parish, Louisi-
ana where Judge Thom-
as Butler had a rambling
frame house of 14 rooms
known as “The Cottage”.
(It is still there occupied
by his descendants.)
The occasion was a vis-
it from Andrew Jackson
after fighting the Creeks,
who stopped overnight
at the Cottage, where it
was said the walls were
made of elastic because
the structure could hold
so many people, and ac-
cording to legend on this
very night Judge Butler
and his wife gave their
room to Andy and slept
themselves in the scul-
lery. No less than eight
of the staff officers were
Butlers including General
Robert Butler, Jackson’s
chief of staff, and brother
of the host. The crowd-
ed condition reminded
Old Hickory of an epi-
sode that occurred at the
grand banquet held after
the Battle of New Orleans
which was attended even
by the defeated British.
A British officer, caught
in the crush, by mis-
chance jostled one of the
hot-blooded Butlers.

“Do you mean to insult
me?” the latter glowered,
with the quick suspicion
that the Irish have always
felt for even the best in-
tentioned of Englishmen.

“No sir,” exclaimed the
British officer quickly,
“but there are so many
Fighting Butlers it’s im-
possible to move around
without stepping on one
of them.”

The father of this met-
tlesome quintet, Thomas,
immigrated to Lancaster,
PA from County Wicklow
in 1748. The family sur-
name was originally Fitz-
walter and much of their
martial ardor came from
their Norman ancestors
who, installed as lord
chief butlers of Ireland by
Henry II, later became the
Dukes of Ormond. James
Butler, the second duke,
commanded the troops
under Prince William of

The Fighting Butlers come south

Jackson. Surveyor General for the territory of Florida. Did the survey of Tallahassee.
Organized 1st fraternal organization in Tallahassee, Jackson Lodge #23, Masonic
Lodge. Had a plantation on southwest shore of Lake Jackson where a ‘Feast of Roses’
annual celebration was held - named for Mrs. Butler’s rose garden.

Orange, became Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland in
1703 and in 1712 suc-
ceeded the Duke of Marl-
borough as Commander
in Chief of the Army in
Flanders.

Richard Butler, who
rose the highest in rank
of the fighting five, fought
the Miami Indians in
Ohio shortly after the
Revolution and was tom-
ahawked in a disastrous
attack on the savages.

States Robert Butler
in his letter to President
Taylor, “I, too, have per-
formed arduous services
in the tented fields of
my country, and in all
the engagements (15 or
16, large and small) we
were always victorious,
and with other associat-
ed, I received the thanks
of Congress. (I was) a
Captain in 1812, assis-
tant Adjutant General in
1813, at the second in-
vestment of Camp Meigs
under General Green
Clay of Kentucky when
assailed by the combined
forces of the Indians and
the British; with General
(William Henry) Harrison
in his descent on Upper
Canada, re-occupancy of
Detroit and forming his
army October, 1813 in
the absence of the Adju-
tant-General (Gaines) left
at the latter place when
General Proctor’'s com-
bined forces were defeat-
ed, the British troops
taken prisoner and Te-

cumseh killed by Colonel
Johnson; was appointed
Adjutant-General of the
Eighth Military Depart-
ment in March, 1814.....
After General Harrison’s
resignation I was trans-
ferred to the Seventh
Military Department, un-
der command of General
Jackson.”

How Robert Butler
came to Tallahassee af-
ter that is a litany of An-
drew Jackson’s activities.
Robert butler was with
him when he came to
St. Marks in 1818 and
hanged a Scots trader
with the Indians and shot
a British soldier on the
parade ground of the old
Spanish fort while Flori-
da was still a dependency
of Spain, and the men he
tried were British citizens.

Robert’s father, Thom-
as, married Sarah Jane
Semple of Pittsburgh in
1784, and Robert was
born in 176. His father,
ten years before, had been
studying law in Philadel-
phia, but left to join the
rebels under Washington
and soon commanded his
own company and even-
tually became a Lt-Colo-
nel n the U. S. Army. In
1805 he was stricken with
yellow fever while in New
Orleans and soon died.
He was buried there.

Robert Butler, his son,
had come with his par-
ents from Pennsylvania
to Tennessee where they
had a plantation in Da-

vidson County which they
called “The Farm”. It was
not far from Jackson’s
“The Hermitage”, and the
Butlers and Jacksons
soon became friends who
had traveled the same
general path southward.

Robert Butler married
Rahel Hays in 1808 at
“The Hermitage”. She was
a niece and namesake
of Jackson’s wife. In the
years that followed, Ra-
chel Butler saw little of her
husband because he was
constantly in pursuit of
Indians on the wide-rang-
ing frontier of the new
nation. The irony of his
biggest engagement, the
Battle of New Orleans, is
that it occurred after the
War o f1812 was official-
ly over, but word in those
days was slow in coming
from either Washington
or London, and Jackson’s
buckskinned soldiers dis-
covered it only after victo-
ry celebrations were held.
But until the Americans
and the British net in the
swamps of the Mississip-
pi Delta, Robert pushed
his companies and corps,
the Mississippi Dragoons,
the Kentucky and Ten-
nessee militias to proceed
day and night on forced
marches until they faced
the British in their last
coup to recover a lost col-
ony.

After 1815 Robert went
back Tennessee to his
family for several years,
but in 1817 the Indians

By Elizabeth Smith, originally published in the February 1976 issue of The Magnolia Monthly

from the Spanish protec-
tion of Florida were raid-
ing the American farms
on the border from Flori-
da to Louisiana, aided by
escaped slaves. Jackson’s
foray to St. Marks and
south to the Suwannee
River rattled the chancel-
leries of Europe, but still
exhausted from the Napo-
leonic Wars (of which the
War of 1812 was a part),
no one overseas wanted
to make an issue of Jack-
son’s campaigns except
people who couldn’t do
anything about his trans-
gressions of diplomacy.
Spain sold its trouble-
some real estate of Flori-
da to the United States in
1819, and President Mon-
roe made Jackson its first
military governor in 1821.
Old Hickory sent Butler
to represent him at St.
Augustine when the flags
were changed in July at
the Cession of East Flor-
ida
Unlike the rest of the
country, surveys of Flor-
ida by the Spanish had
been irregular and the
Americans had little to
go by in assigning land
to settlers flooding into
the Territory. Other sur-
veys had been made by
the English during the
British period from 1763
to 1783, and most land,
even when it was in
thousands of acres, was
fought over by individ-
uals and whole towns.
Jackson, who rewarded
his friends with lucrative
positions, made Butler
the first Surveyor Gener-
al of the Public Lands in
Florida in 1824. Butler
may have wondered many
times if he had deserved
the honor. The Spanish
had appointed George J.
F. Clarke Surveyor-Gen-
eral, and he had platted
Fernandina in squares of
a formal style common in
Europe. He was also giv-
en 16,000 acres of land
in payment, but his gift
was not confirmed by the
Supreme Court for many
years. The Arrendondo
Grant near Gainesville
was another thorn and
so was the Forbes Grant
given to the Panton, Les-
lie Trading company as
renumeration of non-pay-
ment of goods in the Indi-
an trade during the Sec-
ond Spanish period.
Butler, who knew of
the thorny problems even
before he was chosen to
expedite them, attempted
to recruit qualified men,
and it is a credit to his
judgement that few of his
surveys had to be redone.
Butler began with the
establishment of the Tal-
lahassee Meridian or
Principal Meridian, run-
ning north and south,
with a new meridian par-
alleling it every 24 miles.
Furthermore, Butler in-
duced many of Jackson’s

Turn to Page 27
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Sustained Solutions - an expanded approach to policing

. Pazin

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

A Message from

Sheriff Jared F. Mill-

er:

As your sheriff, my
mission has always
been to ensure the
safety and well-be-
ing of every resident
in Wakulla County.
While we remain firm-
ly committed to com-
bating serious crime,
I also believe that
true public safety ex-
tends beyond arrests
and enforcement — it

includes addressing
the everyday quali-
ty-of-life  challenges

that impact our com-
munity.

In January 2024,
we began a renewed
and expanded ap-
proach to policing
— one that balanc-
es enforcement with
compassion, account-
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ability with support.
I'm proud to share
several key initia-
tives that reflect our
commitment to help-
ing people, resolving
persistent issues,
and building a saf-
er, healthier Wakulla

County.
One of our most
innovative and im-

pactful efforts to date
is the creation of the
Sustained Solutions
(S2) Program, a lo-
cally developed initia-
tive that is unique to
Wakulla County.

Born from con-
versations with resi-
dents, deputies, and
community leaders,
the S2 Program was
designed to address a
gap in traditional law
enforcement — those
persistent, often frus-
trating issues that fall
outside the scope of a
criminal offense, yet
deeply affect quality
of life.

These include on-
going neighborhood
disputes, repeat nui-
sance calls, ongo-
ing harassment, and

long-term  interper-
sonal conflicts that
create tension and
unrest within our
communities.

Historically, these
situations have re-
ceived short-term re-
sponses that don’t
get to the root of the
problem. We knew we
could do better.

With the S2 Pro-
gram we've moved
away from reactive,
one-time interven-
tions and embraced a
more proactive, prob-
lem-solving model.

Deputies assigned
to S2 work closely
with the individuals
and families involved,
taking the time to lis-
ten, understand the
full context, and co-
ordinate meaningful,
long-term  solutions.
This may include
working with land-
lords, mediators,
mental health pro-
fessionals, or neigh-
borhood association
— whatever it takes
to bring lasting peace
and restore safety and

civility.
This isn’t about
softening law en-

forcement — it’s about
making it smarter,
more effective, and
more human.

I've personally wit-
nessed how this pro-
gram has brought
resolution to disputes

that had gone un-
resolved for years.
Families who once felt
trapped in cycles of
conflict are now liv-
ing in peace, knowing
their Sheriff’s Office
heard them and took
action that truly made
a difference.

The S2 Program is
a reminder that pub-
lic service isn’t always
about making arrests
— sometimes, the most
powerful thing we can
do is show up, listen,
and offer real help.
That’s what the peo-
ple of Wakulla Coun-
ty deserve, and that’s
what this program de-
livers.

In 2024, we part-
nered with DISC Vil-
lage to create a behav-
ioral health deflection
program, giving our
deputies an alterna-
tive to incarceration
for individuals strug-
gling with mental
health issues or sub-
stance abuse.

When appropri-
ate, deputies can now
refer individuals to
DISC Village, where
they can access treat-
ment, counseling, and
support — right when
they need it most.

A review of the pro-

JOIN US FOR THE

CO FREE WAKULLA

gram showed prom-
ising results: of the
67 adults referred to
DISC Village in 2024,
33 individuals — near-
ly half — had no fur-
ther negative contact
with law enforcement
after their referral.
These are not
just numbers; these
are lives that were
changed. I firmly be-
lieve that offering
help in place of hand-
cuffs, when possible,
is a powerful way to

improve community
safety and personal
recovery.

In January 2025,
we launched the Han-
dle With Care (HWC)
Program in partner-
ship with the Wakulla
County School Dis-
trict. This initiative
ensures that when
deputies  encounter
a child who has ex-
perienced trauma -
whether through do-
mestic violence, a car
accident, or another
critical event — we no-
tify the child’s school
so they can provide
appropriate, trau-
ma-informed support.

Between Feb. 3 and
March 25, 2025, we
referred 42 children
through this program.

Sixteen of those stu-
dents are already
receiving services,
such as counseling
or school-based inter-
ventions.

By identifying these
children early and
surrounding them
with care, we’re not
only helping them
heal - we’re giving
them a better chance
at a successful future,
free from the justice
system.

As sheriff, I've al-
ways believed that we
must do more than
respond to crime — we
must prevent harm,
build trust, and offer
hope.

These new pro-
grams reflect that vi-
sion, and they’re only
possible because of
the dedicated men
and women of the
WCSO, along with our
committed partners
across the county.

Thank you for con-
tinuing to support
the work we do. We'll
keep moving forward
— together.

Jared  Miller is
Wakulla County Sher-

if.

QUARTERLY MEETING

JUNE 19, 2025

AT 4 PM

Join us In person at

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH IN WAKULLA

48 Qak St,, Crawfordville, FL 32327

For more information
or to join meeting virtually contact (850) 888-6092.

OR Join in Virtually on TEAMS
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CROSSWORD

CLUES
ACROSS

1. Breezed
through

5. Supervises
interstate com-
merce

8. Unruly
group

11. Backs away
from

13. Expression
of understand-
ing

14. Have con-
cern for

15. Monetary
units

16. Congress-
man (abbr.)

17. Iranian city
18. Eating
houses

20. 2,000 Ibs.
21. Grand-
mother

22. They in-
clude North,
South and Cen-
tral

25. In an early
way

30. Foes

31. Shuttered
British enter-
tainment maga-
zine

32. One who
unloads cages
33. Another
term for sesame
38. Formally
forbid

41. Make clear
43. Inaccessible
45. Get through
47. Ancient
kingdom near
Dead Sea

49. Decameter
50. Type of
sword

55. Actor Idris
56. Affirmative
(slang)

57. Afflicted
59. One point
north of north-

1 2 3 4

61. Arabic
name

62. Tradition-
al Hong Kong
street food:
pai dong

63. Termina-
tion point

64. Email func-
tion

CLUES
DOWN
1. Sign lan-

guage

2. In style

3. Helsinki
neighborhood

4. Unable to
hear

5. More rapid

6. An idea
accepted as a
demonstrable
truth

7.In a cagy
way

8. Kate and
Rooney are two

9. Algerian
port

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it

gets to solve the puzzle!

east
60. Born of
5 6 |7

14

8 9 .10 11

12 (13

15

16

17

19

27 |28
32 33

57

59

58

61

10. Community
in Ladakh

12. Midway be-

34. Baseball stat
35. Pointed end
of a pen

tween south and 36. Popular

southeast

14. Town in
Galilee

19. Satisty

23. Italian
impressionist
painter

24. Brass in-
strument

25. Chest mus-
cle (slang)

26. Transmits
genetic infor-
mation from
DNA to the
cytoplasm

27. Records
electric currents
generated by the
brain

28. Woman
(French)

29. Aircraft de-
signed to carry
lots of passen-
gers

e ONE SHALLOW DIVE
3 CAN WRECK A NECK.

sports league
37. Body part
39. Unlikely to
provoke dissent
40. Yellowish
cotton cloth

41. Domesticat-
ed house pet
42. Untruths
44. Set out to
attract

45, Spiritual
leader

46. Abba __,
Israeli politician
47. Repair

48. Genus of
flowering plants
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. River in
central Europe
54. Harness

58. Father

EACH YEAR, HUNDREDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE ARE PARALYZED
FROM NECK AND SPINE INJURIES CAUSED BY DIVING HEAD
FIRST INTO SHALLOW LAKES AND POOLS. DON'T LET KIDS

DIVE IN—UNLESS YOU KNO
MORE

E

ll

|
| ————

il

VISIT ORTHOINFO.ORG/DIVINGSAFETY

NHAT'S BELs)xV. CHECK OUR
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CLASSIFIEDS MARKET

HOME OF THE $ E’ CLASSIFIED AD DISPLAY ADS $ 2%
Q

UP TO 20 WORDS

ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

PER
COL
INCH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

Listing Properties for

iﬁ Sale or Manage!

L arson Park Realty

(S Commercial & Residential

Carol Ann
Williams

Broker Associate,-
Realtor”

Specializing in
Wakulla Co., Leon Co.
and Franklin Co.

Local In-Person Service ® Oremail or text me

850-566-9293 Caroldnn@LarsonPark.com * LarsonPark.com

InstallatlonSe

Hardwood = Glue Down

Engineered  Nail Downs
Floating

LABIG'S

Laminate & Vi

HARDWOOD
FLOORING

JISIS:-+

Pool Services, LLG &
- 772-086-8110 "o

Pricing
Locally Owned & Operated Lic. & Ins.

Call today for your free estimate

(850) 745-8723

Labigshardwoodflooring@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/LHFQuality

;* K
QUALITY

i 3

Licensed

& Insured 3 0 + Xﬁﬁzﬁ:sz

ORGOTTEN COAST
TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
Travis (layton

text or call

Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal
Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading
Driveways

‘Wakulla Lawn ‘l\anger

Gene Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing - Edging - Trimming

Sidewalk/Driveways
Pressurewashing

l!iilﬁ‘-"‘Llcelnse &""Insure |
Great Prices - Great ‘VVork

/ \
Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years
Experience
Since 1975

By Appointment
Only

850-443-5901

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
> Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Land
Clearing

Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition

850-933-8505 .

FREE ESTIMATES

Massages, Facials,
Body Treatments

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

A
. Crawfordville FL 32327

Sunrays Spa 850-745-6422

Relax Revive Rejuvenate  Follow us on [

MM43237

Riversidebay.com ‘ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ“llw \
| 850-925-5668 ¢ 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida

Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292

SchatzmanSusan @gmail.com

kw TOWN & COUNTRY
REALTY

KELLERWILLIAMS

It isn’t about how

your life looks to others...
2 Jts about how it feels to you!

O Certlﬁed lfe\Coa

¥850-570-8271°, "

BonnietheLifeCoach.com

REAL ESTATE FOR LEASE

4,500 Sq. Ft. COMMERCIAL
BUILDING for Lease. Brand
New Construction, %2 mile from
High School on 5 Acres. Call
David McQuary, Broker / Owner
850-510-1035.

3,600 Sq. Ft. New Commercial
Building SEEKING -
OPERATOR / MANAGER or
OWNER. Great location for a
DAYCARE CENTER
On 5 beautiful fenced acres with
playground %2 mile from high
school. Call Davis McQuary
Broker / Owner 850-510-1035.

SERVICES

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum
HANDYMAN & PRESSURE
WASHING SERVICES
Crawfordville & surrounding areas
850-694-4832

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562
John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also - Custom Products

PAT GREEN’S

LAWN SERVICE
WE DO IT ALL!

20+ Years Experience
850528-2371 or
850926-7461

TREE TRIMMING,
TRACTOR WORK AND
LAWN MAINTENENCE
e LAND CLEARING
e LANDSCAPING
¢ |RRIGATION
e SOD ¢ MULCHING
e BUsSH HOGGING
e DRIVEWAYS
® CULVERTS INSTALLATION
e ROAD MILLINGS

FREE Quores!

Call us for all your

outdoor projects!

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

Vecteezy.com

HELP WANTED

Locally owned business is look-
ing to add INSTALLERS. We
offer top pay, flexible schedules
and a great work environment.
Please stop by our showroom at
2510 Crawfordville Hwy. 8:30 to
4:00 Monday thru Friday.
Give us a call 850-745-6053.
CABS & COUNTERS

OFFICE FOR LEASE

“THE LOG CABIN
TWO OFFICE SUITES
AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
WAITING AREA,
TWO BATHROOMS,
FULL KITCHEN
$340-410/MONTH. MOST
UTILITIES INCLUDED”
(850) 926-2955

CELEBRATING
37 YEARS

W%
Wakulln"Reatly

“Specializing in
Wakulla County”

(850) 926-5084
Sonya@wakullarealty.com
—————

Real Estate Sales
Listings &
Rental
Management

Karen
Williams

| Broker
| Associate

(850) 567-8279
Karen@wakullarealty.com

[ LS

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

WAKULLAREALTY.COM

VELOCITY

Mobile
Car Detailing

Serving
Wakulla and
Leon county

Connor Coombs - Owner

850-509-5396

Connoraidencoombs@gmail.com

CHR CHRE @ /VelocityCarCare1  (O)/velocitycarcarel

Cleaning Sewice
850-212-2908

Servicing the
surrounding area Since 2017

e Licensed « Owher operated e Serving Surrounding Counties
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Navigating retirement pitfalls

By BRIAN ENGLISH

Much is  writ-
ten about the clas-
sic financial mis-
takes that plague
start-ups, family
businesses, corpo-
rations, and char-
ities. Some classic
financial missteps
have been known to
plague retirees, too.

Calling them
“missteps” may be
a bit harsh, as not
all of them repre-
sent errors in judg-
ment. Either way,
becoming aware of
these potential pit-
falls may help you
to avoid falling into
them in the future.

e Managing So-
cial Security. So-
cial Security bene-
fits are structured
to rise about 8% for
every year you delay
receiving them after
your full retirement
age. Is waiting a few
years to apply for
benefits an idea you
might consider? Fil-
ing for your month-
ly benefits before
you reach your full
retirement age can
mean comparative-
ly smaller monthly
payments.1

e Managing med-
ical costs. One re-
port estimates that
the average couple
retiring at age 65
can expect to need

!

A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP?

We a|ways need donations
of these items:

* Bleach * Pedigree
° Paper towels wet & o|ry
dog food
* Fuit cocktail o
* Friskies wet
* Birdseed & & dry cat
nuts food
Florida Wild

ammal

Association

198 Edgar Poole Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327
F\WWNMA . org

363-2351

$315,000 to cover
health care expens-
es during the course
of their retirement,
even with addition-
al coverage such as
Medicare Part D,
Medigap, and dental
insurance. Having
a strategy can help
you be better pre-
pared for medical
costs.2

¢ Understanding
longevity. Actu-
aries at the Social
Security Adminis-
tration project that
a 65-year-old man
has a 34% chance
and a 65-year-old
woman has a 45%
chance to live to age
90. The prospect of
a 20- or 30-year re-
tirement is not only
reasonable, but it
should be expect-
ed.3

* Managing with-
drawals. You may
have heard of the
“4% rule,” a guide-
line stating that you
should take out only
about 4% of your
retirement savings
annually. Each per-
son’s situation is
unique but having
some guidelines can
help you prepare.

e Managing tax-
es. Some people en-
ter retirement with
investments in both
taxable and tax-ad-
vantaged accounts.
Which accounts
should you draw
money from first?
To answer the ques-
tion, a qualified fi-
nancial professional
would need to review
your financial situa-
tion so they can bet-
ter understand your
goals and risk toler-
ance.

This article is for
informational pur-
poses only and is
not a replacement
for real-life advice,
so make sure to
consult your tax, le-
gal, and accounting
professionals be-
fore modifying your
investment strate-
gy for tax consider-
ations.

Managing other
costs, like college.
There is no “finan-
cial aid” program for
retirement.  There
are no “retirement
loans.” A financial
professional can
help you review
your anticipated in-
come and costs be-
fore you commit to a
long-term strategy,
and help you make
a balanced decision
between retirement
and helping with
the cost of college
for your children or
grandchildren.

1. SSSA.gov, 2023

2.  Fidelity.com,
2023

3. Longevitylllus-
trator.org, 2023

Brian can Dbe
reached at (850)
926-7487.

Securities and
investment advi-
sory services of-

fered through Osaic
Wealth, Inc. member
FINRA/SIPC. Osaic
Wealth is separate-
ly owned and oth-
er entities and/or
marketing  names,
products or services
referenced here are
independent of Osa-
ic Wealth. Osaic
Wealth does not pro-
vide tax or legal ad-
vice.

Trademark Homes
Center

I 2026 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

B Coastal Homes- Wind Zoned 3 available,
Set Up Any Height.

B In-house, on-the-spot financing, No Minimum Credit
Score Required and ZERO down for qualified buyers.
All credit situations considered.

M Top dollar paid for your Trade-in, regardless of age
or condition.

-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-

Visit Us On-Line at www.TrademarkHomesCenter.com

At Trademark Homes...
you have friends with LOW PRICES

1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-4864 ¢ call or text anytime

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on
mobile or PC using this QR code.

El [=] Your local
: source for news
Subscribe online!

iy s

SSPYIE=



The Fighting Butlers

From Page 22

fighting men to come to Florida and homestead
the clay and loam soil in the northern tier of
counties.

In 1825 Robert moved his wife and children
to Tallahassee and built a plantation on Lake
Jackson were he laid out extensive lawns and
rose gardens. The red clay and the heavy winter
rains nourished the plants and in April when
the flowers were at their peak of bloom, a “Feast
of Roses” was held there for the planter society.
It was (before horse racing) the main social af-
fair of the year.

The caravan of Butlers that came to Tallahas-
see was similar to that of Thomas Brown’s when
he came the same year from Virginia and later
served as governor. First was the family car-
riage with horsemen riding alongside for pro-
tection, then his fine blooded stock horses with
girls and women riding them followed by some
50 slaves herding cattle or riding mules, trailed
by heavily reinforced wagons carrying furni-
ture, provisions, farm implements, feed, garden
seeds, building tools and other necessities for a
self-sustaining manor. Butler followed old trails
through Georgia where he had fought the Indi-
ans and he expected trouble again, but nothing
happened in passage of the ‘twenty-fivers’.

Robert Butler’s plantation on Lake Jackson
had 800 acres. He built a two-story house and
cleared the land not only for his rose gardens
but for a racetrack. Balls and other festivities
followed the rose season and the horse-racing,
too. Tallahassee in the 1820’s had only a few
hundred people and they were (as is often said
of the city) “two hundred miles from anywhere
else”. There were a lot of forests, bad trails,
and Indians in between, and life did not differ
much from a medieval barony of 500 years be-
fore. They read the works of Sir Walter Scott
and imitated the feasts, jousts, and ring tourna-
ments of the highland clans from which many
of their ancestors originated. Even the dancing
was courtly, though somewhat out of step with
a bagpiper puffing through the martial whine
of the “Shean Trews” or the “Ghillie Callum” as
his fingers dance back and forth on the chanter.

Robert and Rachel Hays Butler had ten chil-
dren. They were:

1. Thomas P., born 1809 in Tennessee,
died 1835 in Charleston, SC

2. Sarah Jane Butler, 1811 — 1878

3 Robert Hays Butler, 1813 — 1873

4 Jackson Orleans Butler, 1815 — 1826

5. Ellen Mary Butler, born 1820

6. Eliza Narcissa Butler, 1822 — 1850

7. Rachel Jackson Butler, born April 1824,
apparently died in infancy

8. Willilam Edward Butler, 1826 — 1836

9. Andrew Jackson Butler, 1828 — 1831

10. Mary Lucinda Butler, 1830 — 1831

Sarah Jane Butler married Alexander Patton
by whom she had Robert Patton and Rachel B.
Patton and three sons whose names are not
known

Robert married Lula Parham and had Lula,
born 1862

Ellen Mary married James Hawkins, then C.
F. Finkling, no issue

Rachel married Dr. P. P. Lewis. They had
Robert hays Lewis, 1854 — 1876, Butler Or-
mond, born 1856; William Edward, born 1858,
and Ellen Mary, born 1860

Robert Butler participated in the organiza-
tion of the Jackson Lodge No. 1, Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of which he became the first W.
M. Butler was removed as Surveyor General by
the Tyler administration in 1842 but was reap-
pointed by Polk in 1845 after the office had been
removed to St. Augustine. He continued in this
post until he was removed again by President
Zachary Taylor in 1849. It was tis second oc-
casion when he wrote a letter to the president
detailing the war record of ‘the Fighting But-
lers’ beginning with the Revolutionary War. He
was bitter at the administration, though this
practice before Civil Service was common in all
changes of government and Jackson used his
own patronage generously.

At the time the NASHVILLE UNION called his
removal “one of the most disgraceful acts......

perpetrated by this disgraced administration”
and vowed that Robert Butler was a better sol-
dier than Zachary Taylor had ever been.

Robert Butler died in 1860 at the age of 74
at his Lake Jackson plantation and is buried
there. His son Robert lived there after the fa-
ther’s death and his daughter Rachel Lewis and
her children. The house burned down in 1886.

The graveyard of the Butler family is off
Crowder Road in Tallahassee and the two Talla-
hassee chapters of the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution are planning to place a marker
on Robert Butler’s grave.

BREAKSPOTIMIN'('A|

WHERE FREE MEALS
AND FUN MEET
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The Wakulla County Historical Society
museum is located behind the courthouse at
24 High Drive in Crawfordville and is open
Thursdays and Fridays between 10 and 4 and
on Saturdays between 10 and 2.

WAKULLA

———— SCHOOLDISTRICT e

Wakulla County Schools will be offering free meals at following times and locations
SCHOOL SITES

Wakulla County Schools will be offering free meals at following times and locations
MOBILE SITES
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GUARD ~ PLAN ~ INVEST

Einancial Products Investments
Financial.Services Social‘Security.Planning
Life Insurance Retirement Planning

DROP Rollovers Estate Planning
401(k) Rollovers Roth IRAs / IRAs / 403(b)s

Ik All Starts Wit A
(850) 926-7487

www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com
139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL

Securltles and investment adV|sory services offered through Osaic Wealth Inc mber FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or
Servic

ced he independent of Osaic Wealth. Osaic Wealth doe tp d tax or legal advice.
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