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Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa

Casey Kimbrell

Wakulla Giving Hands founder believes in helping others

By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent
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Public service is built on the foun-
dation of selflessness, dedication,
and a deep sense of responsibility
toward the well-being of others.
It’s about making a positive impact
on the lives of individuals and the
broader community.

Casey Kimbrell, President and
Founder of Wakulla Giving Hands,
has impacted over 300,000 individ-
uals and organized events for over
6,000 people to date with numbers Operated
only climbing higher and higher
every day.

Casey knows firsthand the impor-
tance of public service.

“There was a time when I did not e § e TR 850 878-0788
have Christmas for my children. : :__lj" : Sy | o SALES ¢ PARTS * REPAIRS
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Owned &

Back in 2020, I felt I was the world’s . e SSRL
worst mom; it was a hard year. Next 1.:_9|2|2|:: rawforgrgg;zds. and Operated  for 41 Years
thing I knew, Sheriff Miller opened allahassee, LEETRAILERSALES.NET
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(~ A Farewell to Our Community

After much thought and with heavy hearts, we have
made the decision to close the doors of our family busi-
ness. This has been more than just a place of work for
us—it has been a labor of love, a dream built with dedi-
cation, and a part of our family’s story.

Over the years, we’ve had the honor of serving this com-
munity, not just through our products and services, but
through the relationships we’ve built. We’ve shared in
your milestones, laughed with you, and grown alongside

; ‘ ( you. For that, we are forever grateful.

e
T

We want to thank each and every one of you who walked

l Z /- g ] P PZ ‘ through our doors, supported us, and believed in what
y re - a n ‘ we offered. Your loyalty and friendship have been the
‘ heart of our business, and your encouragement has car-

FOR YOUR FAMILY, FOR YOURSELF,
FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

ried us through good times and challenges alike.

Though we are saying goodbye to this chapter, we take

8 5 0_9 2 6_5 9 l 9 ‘ with us the countless memories and connections that
FAMIL F C COM ‘ will always remain. Our community has given us far
YFHC. ‘ (* more than we could ever give back, and we leave with
a,t ﬂam/ey youn? Céape/ ‘ nothing but gratitude.

P— S ! From our family to yours—thank you for being part of our
3106 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327 journey. - Cabs and Countey
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“The little paper”

bigbendhospice.org

The Wakulla Nelghbor is a free monthly
newspaper delivered to every home in Wakulla

Big Bend Hospice

County. We also publish The Wakulla Sun, a Wakulla Volunteers Wanted
weekly newspaper. Copies of the newspaper Become a Hospice Volunteer Today!

are available at boxes and dealers around the No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.
. . At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to
cou nty fOI’ $1 SU bSCFIptIOI’\S are $4O pel’ yea r. our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're

supporting patients or helping behind the scenes,

Cal.l. 850 962 8019 tO get Sta I’ted your time makes a lasting difference.

READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker I ,
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started. Apply Now!

FSU Health Expo:

Bridging Community, Crawforafmm INTERNATIONAL

Hea l th & Resea Irc h END DOMESTIC & SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Saturday, October 18, 2025 Summit to End Domestic & Sexual

. ' ’ Violence in Wakulla County
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Location: Wakulla Community Center Saturday' September 20, 2025 from 1-3 P.M.
Crawfordville Room & Gymnasium 64 Ochlockonee Street, Crawfordville, FL 32327

318 Shadeville Rd., Crawfordville, FL 32327 Florida Department of Health: Wakulla COUI'ty

at providing valuable wellness resources to the The Refuge House
local community. Visit with exhibitors, learn from . . .
presenters, and take advantage of free health Florida Council AgamSt Sexual Violence

screenings! Wakulla County Sheriff's Department Victim Advocates

DISCOVERY
s DAY'S

discoverydays.fsu.edu For more information, contact: crawfordvillewomansclub@gmail.com

VA SAVE. TRAINING

What is VA S AV.E. Training?

VA SAVE. Training is a free, brief course that will help you act with care
and compassion if you come across a Veteran who is in crisis or having
thoughts of suicide. The acronym SAVE helps you remember the
important steps involved in suicide prevention.

e S - Know the SIGNS that indicate a Veteran
might be thinking about suicide.

e A - ASK the most important question of all
- "Are you thinking of killing yourself?”

e V- WVALIDATE the Veteran's experience.

e E - ENCOURAGE treatment and EXPEDITE
getting help.

Wakulla County Public Library's Veterans Meetup and American Legion Post
114 are partnering with US Department of Veterans Affairs to offer VASAVE.
Training, a free, lifesaving program that will help you act with care and
compassion if you come across a Veteran who is in crisis or having thoughts
of suicide.

Thursday, September 18, 2025
Wakulla County Public Library
Main Meeting Room
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Open to all - Due to the nature of the
training, we are requesting no
children attend.

POC: Roxann - rdressel@mywakulla.com

==—AMERICAN {oa\Wkullg8n, ss2 Veterans
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HIS-
TTORY
- September 1925 -

- Sept. 11, Miss California,
Fay Lanphier, was crowned
the winner of the 5th Miss
America pageant in Atlantic
City, New Jersey.

SALES

FERRIS

SAY EQUIPMENT
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SERVICE - REPAIR

OUTDOOR

GENER
numnmn DEALER

| Q@ WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS - CHAINS SAWS FROM $19999 '

Open Mon. - Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon « 3youtd00requ1pment.com

Crawfordyville * 926-3300

“VINTAGE
~ANTIQUEING
-COLLECTING

Vintage and antique dollhouses
can be quite valuable as well as
all the furnishings.
Collecting the proper scale for

-Sept. 16, BB. King (Riley 2219 Crawfordville Hwy

B. King), American blues
musician, born near Berclair,
Mississippi.

the dollhouse is paramount for
most serious collectors.
Standard sized scales for mod-
ern dollhouses include 1:6, 1:12,
1:16, 1:24, and 1:48, the antique

-Sept. 30, Jewelry valued at
$750,000 was stolen from
the six-room Plaza Hotel
suite of Woolworth heiress
Mrs. Jessie Woolworth
Donahue, daughter of FW.
Woolworth. They were stolen

in broad daylight from her 850-745-80

% Locally Owned- Darell Land
25 Aaron Strickland Rd

A I taaty  Crawfordville, FI 32327

houses are sometimes a custom
size. Some scales are popular for
collectors of artisan miniatures,
while others are more useful for
children’s play. The scale size for
Barbie is 1:6, while 1:12 is the
scale for other toys. Before in-
vesting in a dollhouse, you may
want to understand the various
scales available and determine

bedroom while she was in
the bathtub a few feet away.
- The price of a 24-ounce
|oaf of bread, which had
been 10 cents, was set to go
up to 12 cents.

- A bottle of Coca-Cola
cost a nickel. This famously
fixed price lasted for over 70

years, from 1886 until the
late 1950s.

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL
© STORM DAMAGE
© TREE PRESERVATION ®
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certified Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified

850-421-8104 le

~
~ Serving Wakulla &
— Surrounding Colmnes =g

~, _ Since 1993

ANEWLOOKPRINTING,| HET

2 g
@ | 509262400

__SINCE 1333

Jim Porter & Todd Porter Member of the Chamber of Commerce
IEI  LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED and the Better Business Bureau

Money cant buy you happiness but it sure can
buy you a pink cadicac to
go looking for it!
- | originally heard this from Donna Martin

SN ArkyiSIX]s!

How great would it be if a liar’s pants
really did catch on fire?

Capital Lock & Key

Automotive & Residential
Locksmith Services

Call
850-962-8019
TO

RESERVE THIS

24/7 Lockouts - Rekeying - Programming AD
850-756-2134 SPACE
https://www.autokey24.com TODAY!

A grasshopper photographed by Nell Hostnick.

SPORTS-
What Nascar driver was also a country
music singer &
Grammy Award Winner?

surqqoy AT

which is best for your collection
and skills to add to it yourself.

wakulla

IGN

company

- — Quality Signs Of All Kinds — -

vinyl - digital print - stickers - banners - real estate  magnetics
autos - boats - license plates - hand letter - screenprint
aluminum - wood - plastic - foam + sandblasted  routered
business cards - apparel - graphics +Logo design

Carly Parmer - 850-509-7993

850-421-2301

wakullasign@gmail.com

3 Wakulla Sign Company

Th*lack Cat
Metaphysical Shop

We are more than a h
metaphysical store. We a
an experience, a healing| &

place, a magical place. "

850-745-8154

www.theblackcatmetaphysicalshop.com
theblackcatmetaphysicalshop@gmail.com

© 3010 Crawfordville HWY

Your Local

You can now subscribe to The Sun online!
To receive our Weekly Newspaper please visit Iy
www.thewakullasun.com and click on the subscribe ot

MORE BlaH BLaH
Do you remember what AM and P.M stands
for pertaing to time.
AM:AM (ante meridiem)

Meaning: Before midday.
Time Period: From 12 midnight to 11:59
a.m.
PM (post meridiem)

Meaning: After midday.
Time Period: From 12 noon to 11:59 p.m.

SAFFRON definition: an orange-yellow

flavoring, food coloring,and dye made from

the dried stigmas of a crocus flower.

USES:Itis commonly used in dishes such
as rice, paella, risotto, and various seafood
preparations,as well as in desserts like ice

cream, cakes,and sweetened beverages.

One pound isn worth $10,000.

You

Asked, | answered...

September really does end

with an “R”. To some that

means...raw oyster eatin’
season is here... Do you
eat oysters year round!

O, Quincee,
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Tents ® Tables ® Chairs
850926-7339
850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

T .”*{ ;- :
J L'IK BRE: :
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DESIGNER

SPACE PLANNER

JUDYBRETTD20@Gmail.com

727-386-0954
AiR=-20

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin, Counties__q.

850-926-5592
Sales & Service

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY

Extension Office

We live in a world
full of fad diet and
quick fixes. But out of
everything out there,
the Mediterranean diet
continues to stand out
as a beacon of sustain-
.. able, science-backed
~ nutrition. Named the
No. 1 diet for 2025 by
. U.S. News & World Re-
| port, this eating pat-
tern has earned its
reputation for promot-
ing long-term health,
¢ weight management,
and disease preven-
| tion.
Rooted in the tra-
@& ditional cuisines of
countries  bordering
the Mediterranean Sea
S - such as Greece, Ita-

= ly, and Spain - the diet
emphasizes whole,

Of Wakulla

oL 3232 Crawfordv:lle .Hwy, Crawfordv:lle
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh'Lic. # CAC1814304

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT THE
WAKULLA SUN THROUGH THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

minimally processed
foods. Staples include
fresh fruits and vege-
tables, whole grains,
legumes, nuts, seeds,
and healthy fats like
olive oil. Moderate
amounts of fish, poul-
try, and dairy are en-
couraged, while red
meat, sweets, and pro-
cessed foods are limit-
ed.

What makes the
Mediterranean diet so
effective is its nutri-
tional  completeness
and flexibility. Unlike
restrictive diets that
eliminate entire food
groups, this approach
allows for variety and
enjoyment, making
it easier to maintain
over time. Many diet
and nutrition experts
believe the Mediterra-
nean diet excels in cat-
egories such as heart
health, diabetes pre-
vention, and long-term
sustainability.

Scientific research
continues to support
the Mediterranean di-
et’s benefits. Studies
have shown that in-
dividuals who follow
a Mediterranean-style
diet are less likely to

develop chronic con-
ditions like heart dis-
ease, Type 2 diabetes,
and certain cancers.
The diet’s emphasis
on fiber-rich foods and
healthy fats also con-
tributes to improved
digestion, better sleep,
and enhanced mood.
One of the most ap-
pealing aspects of the
Mediterranean diet
is its cultural rich-
ness. Meals are often
shared with family
and friends, fostering
a sense of communi-
ty and mindfulness
around eating. This
lifestyle approach
encourages not just
healthy food choices,
but also a balanced re-
lationship with food.
For those looking to
adopt the Mediterra-
nean way of eating, the
transition can be sim-
ple. Start by incorpo-
rating more vegetables
into meals, choosing
whole grains over re-
fined ones, and swap-
ping butter for olive
oil. Enjoy fish a couple
of times a week and
treat red meat as an
occasional indulgence.
Even small changes

PHOTO ADBE STOCK
The Mediterranean style of eating focuses on fruits, vegetables, legumes, fish, and
healthy fats. Red meats and dairy are eaten less often.

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
OF LEGAL EXCELLENCE

Vow

LEGAL&TITLE

OFFICES-CRAWFORDVILLE

Lowelegal AndTitle.com 850.926.8245

Benefits of Mediterranean diet

like snacking on nuts
instead of chips or
adding beans to soups
and salads can make a
meaningful difference.

As we continue
to seek ways to im-
prove our health and
well-being, the Medi-
terranean diet offers
a proven, enjoyable,
and accessible path
forward. Whether you
are aiming to manage
your weight, reduce
disease risk, or simply
eat more mindfully,
this time-honored ap-
proach remains a gold
standard in nutrition.

The Wakulla County
Extension Service will
be offering a six-week
series beginning Sept.
24 focusing on the
Mediterranean  style
of eating and how it
can positively impact
health. Based on North
Carolina State Univer-
sity Extension’s cur-
riculum Med Instead
of Meds, the “Cooking
Up Health” series will
focus on different as-
pects of this healthy
eating style.

The series includes
educational presenta-
tions and materials,
healthy recipe demon-
strations, and hands-
on learning activities.
The class will be $40/
person before Sept.
10, increasing to $60/
person after that date.

For more informa-
tion about the Mediter-
ranean diet and/or to
register for the “Cook-
ing Up Health” series,
please call Samantha
Kennedy at (850) 926-
3931.

CELEBRATING
37 YEARS

| g

<=
Wl Really
“Specializing in

Wakulla County”
Sonya

Hall

Broker

(850) 926-5084

Sonya@wakullarealty.com
S

Real Estate Sales
Listings &
Rental
Management

Karen
Williams

Broker
Associate
i

(850) 567-8279
Karen@wakullarealty.com

[ s

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326

WAKULLAREALTY.COM




Trademark Homes
Center

M 2026 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

B Coastal Homes- Wind Zoned 3 available,
Set Up Any Height.

B In-house, on-the-spot financing, No Minimum Credit

Score Required and ZERO down for qualified buyers.

All credit situations considered.

M Top dollar paid for your Trade-in, regardless of age
or condition.

-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-

Visit Us On-Line at www.TrademarkHomesCenter.com

At Trademark Homes...
you have friends with LOW PRICES

1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-4864 ¢ call or text anytime

SUN MONTHLY NEIGHBOR, September, 2025 — Page 5

YOU'RE IN B@mﬁ? COUNTRY

—— A Kraft Brothers Dealership

O% APR AVAILABLE

ON SELECT MODELS

WE REDUCED THE PRICE OF THE :
2025 MODEL ROGUE AND PATHFINDER  \(¥§
SUV’S BY UP TO $1,930 PER MODEL.
OUR 2025 NISSAN ROGUE AND
PATHFINDER SUV’S ARE PRICED
BELOW LAST YEARS MSRP.

ROGUE NOW STARTS AT $28,590
PATHFINDER STARTS AT $36,400

BUY 3 TIRES
| GET THE 4TH

CTION ITH OTHER OFFERS.
\ ALLED. INS

M T BE DEALE

' KRA/FT
rﬁ’r?g‘z\-ﬁ'l

Wakullarotary@yahoo com
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Real Life thoughts and feelings

By GREG GAST

We all experience
thoughts and feelings.
They are interchange-
able, but it is essential
to understand the dif-
ferences between them.
Thoughts are the power
in decision-making. It
influences behavior, atti-
tudes, even your person-
ality.

Feelings, on the other
hand, can both hinder
or empower us. Feel-
ings shape perception
to understanding of
self-awareness. The rela-
tionship of thoughts and
feelings is very complex,
making up the human
experience.

Thoughts and feelings
are tied together. They
relate to each other in a
way that affects how we
act. Thoughts are cre-
ative and full of energy;
they help us deal with
our feelings and find an-
swers to the hard ques-
tions of life. Feelings are
the things we sense in-
side our minds. But not
all things we sense, or
feel are truly real feel-
ings!

Feelings are things
we sense inside us. They
are the response to what
happens around us.
When something hap-
pens, our brain gives a
reaction. This reaction is
called an emotion. Feel-
ings like happiness, sad-
ness, or anger rise from
these emotions. These
feelings can change in a
flash or last a long time.
Feelings play an import-
ant part in how we see
and react to the world
around us.

Thoughts can be de-
fined as the mental pro-
cesses and perceptions
that occur in our minds.

C

CARROLL
APPRAISAL

COMPANY,

INC

Appraisals in
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson
& Franklin Counties

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI

State Certified General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-694-3333

Competitive Rates « County Resident
Specializing in Commercial &
Residential Appraisals
(Including Mobile Homes)

* Leon/Wakulla Native ¢

* Over 40 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate «

I
KV’SA Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com @&j

&3

(@
T3
SIIRRICANE LLC

TerrY NELSON, JR

WASH OUT ~ HERE WE COME!

850-933-0057

Thoughts have a signifi-
cant impact on our emo-
tions and overall mental
well-being. Thoughts
have a direct influence
on our actions and be-
havior, shaping how we
respond to situations
and interact with others.

There is a link between
thoughts and feelings.
How we think chang-
es how we feel inside,
and these changes can
change how we behave
toward the people around
us. Feelings are not com-
mands. Next time you
feel sad or angry, check
your thoughts first! It
just might be bad think-
ing making you unhap-
py, not what’s happening
around you. Thoughts
and feelings are not the
same. Thoughts are like
ideas or things we think
about in our minds. They
are cognitive processes
such as words, images,
or even memories. Feel-
ings are conscious ex-
periences that we have,
such as being happy,
sad, angry, or frus-
trated.

Understanding

the difference between
thoughts and feelings is
important for managing
our mental well-being.
By recognizing what is
a thought and what is a
feeling, we can navigate
our emotions effectively
and develop empathy to-
ward others.

Understanding the
differences between
thoughts and feelings is
essential for our well-be-
ing. Thoughts are ideas
that we have in our
mind, while feelings are
emotions that we expe-
rience in our body. By
recognizing and manag-
ing both thoughts and
feelings, we can better
navigate our daily lives
and take control of how
they impact us. Just re-
member, thoughts and
feelings may be connect-
ed, but knowing their
distinction will empower
us to live a happier and
more balanced life.

Greg Gast is Real Life
Counseling, 3295 Craw-
fordville Hwy., suite #4,
Crawfordville FL 32327.

RI\/\SJMa rin

FORMERLY AMS

Specializing in All of your Commercial
Fishing, Crabbing & Scalloping Supplies
850-926-3114 - 800-726-3104

3026 Coastal Hwy, Crawfordyville FL
RMSMarineSupply.com

on’t have it...
If we d We can get

Illllllllmlil :
= l‘!ii_

it!
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Fos-Mied B
MARGARITAS ‘-

MARCOS

GRILL & CANTINA

Lunch Specials
. Monday - Friday
11:00 -

1),1850-962-8079

/ INDOOR & PATIO SEATING
DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
9 DOORDASH

| We dhﬂ?’lf waznt AILIL he Posiio (':'g -

2000 Crawfordyville Hwy.
Across from Wal Mart
Sun. - Thurs. 11-9

Fri. and Sat. 11-10

=g

3:00

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordyville

S0

LIQUID ARMOR

Mobil Kl oé:max (D ROTELLA

7

-----------

SERVICE

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts : Offered

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 10/03/25

$5 OFF:$5 OFF

1
1
1
Full Service : Set of
|
1

Conventional Oil .
Change Wiper Blades

3152 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 251-9792

. TIDEWATERGboas - -~

@YAMAHA
OPEN
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 - Wed: 8:00-1:00
Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00- Sat: 8:00-1:00 - Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346
http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Quossutta DU




Casey Kimbrell

From Front Page

his truck and there
were tons of toys for
my kids. I still don’t
know who made the
call to the sheriff,
but whoever it was
it made the biggest
blessing in the whole
world. After receiving
this blessing, at that
moment, there was
a pull, I had to help
get people together
to help other people.”

It was at 27 Les-
lie Circle - Casey’s
own front yard -
that Wakulla Giving
Hands was started
in 2021.

“l got up with a
church for produce
and it was biweek-
ly back then, I did
this for 8 months, a
month after that, I
reached out to Tim-
othy Mosley of The
Less Fortunate Still
Matters Founda-
tion. He asked me
if I wanted a Farm
Share and the very
next week, I was in
Quincy at 3 a.m.
for my load to bring
back to Wakulla. I
did this every week
until August of 2024.
Since then, I found
partners to help sup-
ply all of the food,

A

especially produce
and bakery items;
as for the meats and
shelf-stable, ready-
to-eat foods, we aver-
age paying $6 dollars
for 30 pounds of food
to donate to our com-
munity.”

Next, Casey’s
home-based food
drives expanded to
her mother’s, Doro-
thy Cardin’s, yard in
Woodyville.

Wakulla Giv-
ing Hands Inc. was
born in November
2023, just in time
for the holidays. In
May 2024, the build-
ing located at 2569
Coastal Highway was
donated to the chari-
ty by the Byrd family.

With the contin-
ual growth of the
non-profit, Kimbrell
is amazed. “Where I
am at now is where I
planned to be in five
years,” Casey says.
“My Board keeps say-
ing, slow down, but I
can’t help it, it’s just
happening and grow-
ing, and volunteers
are stepping up to
the call, it is just a
huge blessing for our
community.”

With any orga-
nization promoting
food drives for their

I

community, the need
for refrigerators and
freezers is the heart
of their mission and
food safety is man-
datory.

Wakulla Giving
Hands is facing an
obstacle.

“We lost two freez-
ers and the stand-
up cooler that went
out, that is the one
for the senior citi-
zen’s eggs, milk and
butter cooler. So we
doubled up providing
food for the seniors
this week and we
are trying anything
to make it work for
the seniors, such as
turning down the air
conditioning in the
building and taking
food home to our own
personal ‘fridges.

“We have had re-
frigerators donated
to us from individ-
uals and we bought
another one with
raised money and it
is under warranty
still, but we are still
in need of refrigera-
tors and freezers.

“We are not go-
ing anywhere any-
time soon, but we
need help,” Casey
says. “We can’t do

repairs and main-
tain what we have
without help. Even
if a maintenance or
appliance business

wants to help, we
take partnership
as part of our mis-
sion. Any business
that wants to con-
tribute services, not
only maintenance,
but their skill set to
help keep us moving
would be wonderful.”

“Wakulla has real-
ly shown their sup-
port and showed out
for Wakulla Giving
Hands. Seventy-five
percent of the spon-
sors and partners
we got in the last
two months are from
Wakulla.”

Casey Kimbrell
simply enjoys helping
people.

“This may sound
crazy, butI like help-
ing people in distress
especially, I like the
boots on the ground,
I like it when some-
body is going to re-
ceive our help. I es-
pecially like when
the whole commu-
nity comes together
during hurricanes.

“I hooked up with
Wakulla’s Emergency

SUN MONTHLY NEIGHBOR, September, 2025 — Page 7

Operations Center as
a (Point of Distribu-
tion) Drop. And for
hurricane relief, we
will get help to them
no matter what.”

Constantly in
search of methods to
expand her mission,
Casey is focused on
reaching out to other
nonprofits to ask for
their best practices
and policies.

“I got to get pol-
icy on paper, I got
to figure out how to
expand to help more
people,” she says.

Volunteers are al-
ways welcome and
community service
hours are awarded
for their time.

“We do time and
a half everyday and
we have a good time
with lots of gratitude
at Wakulla Giving
Hands, the peace we
receive from helping
is the most reward-
ing thing and know-
ing that we touched
someone’s life that
would have gone
without is the great-

est paycheck anyone
could ever receive.
Giving parents re-
lief from the holiday
stress and provid-
ing toys to children
that would have gone
without is even great-
er,” she says.

“I feel a sense of
purpose and joy that
I found my place in
the world. I am sure-
ly blessed and it’s
amazing how much
Wakulla Giving
Hands has grown
thanks to Wakulla.
I don’t care if this
thing goes world-
wide! I know peo-
ple are thinking this
girl has too much
dream; but I am go-
ing to do what I can.
I want to thank ev-
eryone and thank my
Board; without them,
I would be over my
head.”

Casey Kimbrell can
be reached at 850-
661-0605 or visit
the website at www.
wakullagivinghands.
org.

MARGARITAVILLE
BENEFITS THE SINGING

Wakulla County
Tax Collectors ‘
Office

SPECIALTY TAGS
$15 - $30 additional

to cost of tag.

(

e ——
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A Wakulla Wild

Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO HELP?

We a|ways need donations
of these items:

* Bleach

Paper towels

Fruit cocktail

Birdseed & nuts

* Pedigree wet &
dry dog food

Friskies wet &
c|ry cat food

Dawn Dish Soap

Celebrating

AMARGARITAVILLE

FOR CHANGE CHARITY

The Margaritaville specialty license plate in Florida
benefits the Singing for Change charity. This charity,
founded by Jimmy Buffett, provides grants to Florida
nonprofits that help communities recover from natural
disasters. Specifically, the funds are directed towards
organizations assisting with hurricane and other
disaster recovery and rebuilding efforts.
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_Ill_ TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
=|| = LUTHERAN CHURCH

MISSOURI SYNOD

SUNDAY SERVICE...
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 « 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

(N J

Fi@g&’f@ch

CRAWFORDVILLE
3086 Crawfordville Highway

(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)
850-926-7896 Sunday

Come & www.crawfordvillefbc.com  Mornings

Worship  facehook.com/fhccrawfordville at11 am

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Fr. Paul Raj, HGN ¢ Dcn. Dave Harris
Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook
3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327
850 745-8359
Saturday Mass 5:00 pm * Sunday Mass 11:00 am
Tuesday and Thursday: Mass at 8:30 am.
Wednesday: Mass at 7:00 pm
1 Saturday: Adoration and Confessions at 8:30 am
1* Saturday: Mass at 9:30 am.
Every Saturday: Confessions at 4:30 pm
Live Streaming - Sundays
Facebook - Seas Parish

Cemetery lotsand ~ #°°509-7630

or the Church Office at:

Cremain spaces available. s50-745-8359

Come
& See

SOpChOppy Sunday School 1
_AAUPI:te(id ¢ \X/o?s::is ?‘Ime;.m.
etnodis

Bible Study
Church  Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce 850-962-251 |

Advertise your
church in

dv :
p “The little paper”

Lynda today 850-962-8019

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

Mottty

Call

AND JESUS

LOVES WRVE 34!

() (HOPEFULLY)

MRKE YOUR DAY
BETTER WITH
WAVE 34.1 FM

830-926-8000

Greetings Wakulla Citi-
zens! Thank you for your
valuable time in allowing
us to share what God has
on His heart through our
ministry. Notice the title,
“AWoman Set Apart”. This
is the premise to today’s
reading, being set apart.
The title started with me
discovering a title for my
Substack site, this is where
writers go and express
themselves through their
writing. | went through a lot
of titles and this one, the
full title is “From The Pages
of a Woman Set Apart”, re-
ally resonated in my heart!
Because | am so set apart
in allthat| do! Because He
has and is changing me,
everyday that He gives me
His Word becomes more of
me and my carnal nature
HATES IT!! The struggle is
very real!l! Thisis why I so
resonate with Paul, he was
so honest with his strug-
gles! Let us dive in!

His Word is how we are
changed and encouraged,
so let us start there in His
Word concerning being
set apart. In 1 Peter 2:9-10
“But you are ACHOSEN
RACE, A royal PRIEST-
HOOD, A HOLY NATION,
A PEOPLE FOR GOD’S
OWN POSSESSION, that
you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who
has called you out of
darkness into His mar-
velous light; for you once
were NOT A PEOPLE, but
now you are THE PEOPLE
OF GOD; you had NOT
RECEIVED MERCY, but
now you have RECEIVED
MERCY. You see, we are
Chosen by our Father God!
| remember when | was
invited to audition to be
on a cutting team, for hair,
for an American company
auditioning in Toronto Can-
ada many years ago. This
was to be on their Masters
Team, it was one of the
best cutting teams in North
America. Not to brag but to
make a huge point! All ex-
penses paid for this week,
yes 7 days of very difficult
first time experiences for
me! BTW, | did not take God
with me, another one of my
diversions! | remember tell-
ing Kaycee, the Global Di-
rector this was what | have
worked so hard to achieve!
| wanted that position more
than anything in this world!
| flew home and about 6
weeks later | do believe...|
was accepted!! | achieved
my goal of becoming what
we call a “Platform Artist”!
Then | kept climbing up the
ladder to find TOTAL UN-
HAPPINESS/EMPTINESS!!

| did nothing to have my
Father God choose me!! |
did not audition, no school
or college of any kind! No
special status or class! No
model figure or surgical
enhancements of beauty
to be chosen by Him! HE
CHOSE ME! Point made!

tobe7encouraged faith column

A Woman

| am now teamed up with
the One Who created me!
Became Flesh for me!
Became my example on
how to live on this planet
and treat people! Suffered
a HORRIFIC DEATH for me!
Became the First Born of
the Dead for me! Was Res-
urrected for me! Is seated
at the right Hand of God
for me! Jesus spoke the
Words, “IT IS FINISHED”
FOR ME!!

You see, God’s election
is by grace. In Romans
11:5-6 Scripture says
“In the same way then,
there has also come to
be at the present time
aremnant according to
God’s gracious choice.
But if itis by grace, itis
no longer on the basis of
works, otherwise grace
is no longer grace.” This
is Scripture telling us how
we, who were Gentiles,
have been grafted into
Salvation due to Israel’s
transgression, in verse :11
of Romans chapter 11. As
for being separated Scrip-
ture says in 2 Peter 1:10-11
“Therefore, brethren, be
all the more diligent to
make certain about His
calling and choosing you;
for as long as you prac-
tice these things, you will
never stumble; for in this
way the entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ will be abundantly
supplied to you.” You may
be asking yourselves what
are “these things we are to
practice so as to not stum-
ble”? They are as follows,
in 2 Peter 1: 5-8 Scripture
says “Now for this very
reason also, applying all
diligence, in your faith
supply moral excellence,
and in your moral ex-
cellence, knowledge;
and in your knowledge,
self-control, and in your
self-control, persever-
ance, and in your perse-
verance, godliness; and
in your godliness, broth-
erly kindness, and in your
brotherly kindness, love.
For if these qualities are
yours and are increasing,
they render you neither
useless nor unfruitful in
the true knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

| have discovered wisdom
is so precious and import-
ant! My personality is literal
and direct, not afraid of
confrontation at all. This
can create a lot of hot
water! When | have discov-
ered what God says about
something, itis setin stone
with me! | search His Word
on His ways for change in
me, like pride. He hatesiit, |
lived it. Now | hate it, it tries
to slip in, everyday!!

As | chat with clients, fam-
ily or people in general...|
listen, listeningly! Most
are Christians. You see,
what | say or partake in is
very serious. God says we

Set Apart

speak life or death with our
tongues. Proverbs 18:21
says “Death and life are in
the power of the tongue,
And those who love it will
eat its fruit.” To be a child
of God in the world today
takes a lot of Scripture and
prayer and fasting to stay
humble. So many Chris-
tians are partaking in the
New Age occult! Telling

me that they are being
prescribed to walk in dirt

to be healed by the earth!!
Participating in halloween/
trunk or treat in church-
es!!!l Asking me about

my birthday and saying
“wow, we have the same
horoscope!” | immediately
corrected that! | just had

a precious person | have
known for years come in
and share with me about

a medical trip she and her
husband went on. They use
stem cells in their therapy
at this treatment center.
One of the treatments has
the patient lay down and
they put stem cells up their
nose and use a “rake” to
rub along their scalp to
increase the blood to ab-
sorb the stem cells!!! This
treatment facility intends to
do this, a simple scalp rub
increases blood flow! How
much more pagan can that
be!!! Thank God for His
wisdom! | concentrated on
Him constantly, asking Him
in my spirit what to do!! |
heard “leave it alone”, and

| dropped it! | found out a
few days later her husband
fell and broke his hip!! Seed
sown!! You can not play
around with black magic
and not be accountable
forit! A friend of mine does
halloween with her grand-
son, | shared again | do not
partake and she should not
either, she said “well, the
churches do”!!

This is why | am “A Woman
Set Apart”! Itis vital we
stay Scriptured up! Itis
through His Word we attain
faith to be able to not stum-
ble and love those that
DESPERATELY NEED JESUS
AS WE DID and DO!! 2
Peter 1: 5-8 Scripture says
“Now for this very reason
also, applying all dili-
gence, in your faith supply
moral excellence, and in
your moral excellence,
knowledge; and in your
knowledge, self-control,
and in your self-control,
perseverance, and in your
perseverance, godliness;
and in your godliness,
brotherly kindness, and in
your brotherly kindness,
love. For if these qualities
are yours and are increas-
ing, they render you nei-
ther useless nor unfruitful
in the true knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”
We are His laborers on this
earth! To encourage each
other to Christ, not through
our lips butin what we do,
where we go and spend our
time, our generosity, how

we treat our spouses and
family. We show our love to
God ONLY THROUGH OUR
OBEDIENCE TO HIS WAYS!!
My friends, | am remind-
ed DAILY of the darkness
thatis here! Only in and
through obedience to The
One and ONLY God do
we have ALL AUTHORITY
OVER THE DARKNESS!!
MORE IMPORTANTLY!, OUR
NAMES ARE RECORDED
IN HEAVEN! In Revelation
12:11 Scripture says,
“And we overcame satan
because of the blood of
The Lamb and the word of
our testimony and we do
not love our lives even to
death.”

If you are not Born Again
and want to be, confess
this outloud “ Dear Jesus,
I am a sinner | know. Your
Word says that | can call
upon Your name and be
saved, Romans 10:13
says for “EVERYONE WHO
CALLS ON THE NAME
OF THE LORD WILL BE
SAVED.” | call on Your
name now today to be
saved Jesus! Take my
life today and use it for
Your purposes, for Your
Kingdom! | confess today
that by grace | am saved
through faith knowing that
You went to the Cross and
willingly gave Your Life
for my life, paid the debt
I can not pay and by Your
blood shed, Your death,
burial and Resurrection
on the 3rd day | am now
saved, this is a gift from
God | know! Thank You
Jesus!!!

To complete your Salva-
tion you must be water
baptized, this is your burial
of your dead self and your
new life with power, the
Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38 “And
Peter said to them, “Re-
pent, and let each of you
be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the for-
giveness of your sins; and
you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.” 1 Peter
3:21-22 “ And correspond-
ing to that, baptism now
saves you, not the remov-
al of dirt from the flesh,
but an appeal to God for a
good conscience through
the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 22) who is at the
right hand of God, having
gone into heaven, after
angels and authorities
and powers had been
subjected to Him.” Mat-
thew 28:19 “Go therefore
and make disciples of
all the nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of
the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, 20)
teaching them to observe
allthat | commanded
you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of
the ages.”

God bless you and yours,
Deb Quackenbush
tobe7encouraged.org
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Security Systems Digital Signage 24 hours a day/

CORBIN
SYSTEMS

Cameras Biometrics 7 days a
Smart Home Technology ~Data Cabling ~ WeeK
Monotoring Fiber Optics

Wireless & Networking
Audio/Visual Systems

Access Control

Locally owned and Operated ¢ Insured — L

On the Horizon

Monday, Sept. 1

« Labor Day - Banks,
government offices
and many businesses
will be closed for the
holiday.

o The Wakulla Respite
Program is available
for anyone with mem-
ory impairment at no
cost from 9 a.m. to

3 p.m. at Lake Ellen
Baptist Church every
Monday.

o Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6 p.m.
and 8 p.m. every Mon-
day at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

« Gentle Yoga and
Stetching Class, ev-
ery Monday, 11 a.m.
Wakulla Community
Center. Bring a mat.
Come early to sign in.
Chair Yoga partici-
pants welcome. $2 per
class.

« Line Dancing Class is
held at Wakulla Dance
Academy every Mon-
day from 7 to 9 p.m.
$5 per person. Wear
dance shoes or tennis
shoes

Tuesday, Sept. 2

« County Historic
Preservation Commit-
tee meets at 4 p.m. in
the county commis-
sion conference room.
e Sopchoppy commu-
nity dinner is held ev-
ery week at the Towles
House at 6:30 p.m.

o Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meets at 6:30
p.m.e Alcoholics
Anonymous meets

at 6:30 p.m. at 54
Ochlockonee St.

Commercial & Residential SoundSystems;

850 491-6277

icensed Contra

The calendar of events for September

Wednesday, Sept. 3

» Wakulla County
Commission meets at
5 p.m. in the commis-
sion boardroom. At 6
p.m., the county com-
mission will hold its
first public hearing on
the proposed millage
and budget.

« Muffins with Moms
Prenatal Support
Group meets at 9 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., and 10 a.m.
at the Wakulla County
Health Department.
Contact Liz Neighbors
at 850-888-6078 or
elizabeth.neighbors@
flhealth.gov for more
information.

« A line dance class is
held at 1 p.m. at the
Wakulla Senior Center
every Wednesday.

« Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon
and 6:30 p.m. every
Wednesday at 54
Ochlockonee St.

Thursday, Sept. 4

« Local Mitigation
Strategy Working
Group holds a public
meeting at 9 a.m. at
the community center.
o The Rotary Club of
Wakulla County meets
at the TSC Wakulla
Center at 8:30 a.m. on
Thursdays.

« Coastal Optimist
Club meets at noon at
Myra Jean’s on the first
and third Thursdays.

» The VFW Auxiliary
Bingo Night will be
held at 7 p.m. at 475
Arran Road in Craw-
fordville, every Thurs-

: If your Dream Home is on the Water,

Chances are you'll find it here in Wakulla County!
By the Sea...On the Lake®*Upithe!Riversss
2 or rhrtrm;gh.ﬂi_'e_-Waads___:p‘_-_

AT

Call a reattor who’s not afraid to get her feet wet!

Shari Edington

clate

850-933-6364
Shell Point Realty Inc

day. There are conces-
sions and raffles.

o Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meets at 6:30
p.m. every Thursday at
54 Ochlockonee St.

Friday, Sept. 5

o The Wakulla War
Eagles host the Chiles
Timberwolves at J.D.
Jones Stadium at 7
p.m.

o Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon
and 8 p.m. every Fri-
day at 54 Ochlockonee
St.

Saturday, Sept. 6

e The Panacea Com-
munity Garden Farm-
er’s Market will be
held from 9 a.m. to 12
noon in Panacea.

Monday, Sept. 8

« School board meets
at the district office

at 5:45 p.m. The final
hearing on the pro-
posed tax levy and
budget will be held at
6 p.m.

o Planning commis-
sion meets at 6 p.m. in
the commission cham-
bers.

« The Sopchoppy City
Commission meets at
6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

G| GELLIS LA

A CONCIERGE COUNSELOR

« VEW Post 4538 and
Auxiliary hold month-
ly meetings on the
second Monday of the
month with fellowship
at 6 p.m., meetings at
7 p.m.

o The Wakulla Care-
giver Support Group
meets at Lake Ellen
Baptist Church at

9:30 a.m every second
Monday of the month.
o Crawfordville Wom-
an’s Club monthly
meeting is the sec-
ond Monday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. at
64 Ochlockonee St.,
in Crawfordville. Call
(850) 566-5727 for
more information.

Thursday, Sept. 10

« St. Marks City Com-
mission meets at the
St. Marks Yacht Club
at 6 p.m.

» Wakulla Garden
Club holds a Welcome
Back meeting at the
public library from
noon to 2 p.m. Sop-
choppy musician and
filmmaker Sammy
Tedder will speak on
how native Americans
used plants in their
lives.

» The Wakulla County
Cancer Support Group
meets in the Education
Center of the Craw-

PLLC

fordville United Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m.
This group meeting is
for men and women,
regardless of the type
of cancer. Spouses,
caregivers, and friends
are welcome. For more
information, call 850-
926-6050.

Friday, Sept. 12

o The Wakulla War
Eagles have a bye
week.

Saturday, Sept. 13

« Sopchoppy Depot
Days & Classic Car
Parade will be held at
Depot Park in Sop-
choppy from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m.

o The Wakulla Care-
giver Support Group
will meet at the
Wakulla County Pub-
lic Library at 10 a.m.
every second Saturday
of the month.

Monday, Sept. 15

« County commission
meets at 5 p.m. in the
commission board-
room. A workshop on
legislative priorities
will be held beginning
at4 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 19

ctors ® Alarm Lic#EF20001549 Low Volt Lic#ES12001531

 The Wakulla War
Eagles host the FAMU
Baby Rattlers at J.D.
Jones Stadium at 7
p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 20

« KWCB’s Coastal
Cleanup from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m. based out
of Woolley Park in
Panacea with other site
locations throughout
the county.

» Boots & Bingo, a
fundraiser for Rotary
Club of Wakulla, will
be held at 3Y Ranch
from 5 to 11 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 22
o Autumn begins.
Friday, Sept. 26

o The Wakulla War
Eagles travel to Live
Oak to take on the
Suwannee Bulldogs at
7 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 27

« Blue Crab Festival
begins with a parade
on Highway 98 in Pan-
acea at 10 a.m., and
Woolley Park opens
with vendors and ac-
tivities at 11 a.m.

Sean W. Gellis, Esq

Local Wakulla Attorney ¢ Local Resident & Neighbor

Services

</ Estate Planning

¥ Civil Litigation

&/ Corporate Formation
¥/ Asset Protection

Practice Areas
& Wills & Trusts
& Lawsuits

&/ Probate Cases

/\t\/ Contract Drafting & Review
</ Probate & Trust Administration
#/ Government Consulting

< Insurance Claims

&/ Administrative Law

&/ Business Law
</ Corporations

Office 2931 Crawfordville Hwy

| 561-371-2848

@ Sean@gellislaw.com

State & Federal
Government
& Admin Practice

®©
Founder & Managing Member \*r '

@ www.GellisLaw.com
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By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff
I would like to high-
light a new program
my  office recently
launched—the Senior
Watch Program. The
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office is proud to
offer this community
initiative dedicated to
promoting the safety,
well-being, and inde-

pendence of our senior
residents. This free

WCSO Senior Watch is a new program

| program goes beyond

simply checking in; it is
about building mean-
ingful connections, en-
suring our seniors feel
supported, and putting
them in touch with the
services and resources
they need to continue
living safely in their
homes.

Many of our senior
citizens live alone or
face medical and mo-
bility challenges. Some
may have no nearby
family members, while
others may require
occasional assistance
with daily living tasks.
The Senior Watch
Program is designed
to meet those needs
through regular well-
ness checks, emer-
gency  preparedness
support, and by serv-
ing as a direct link be-

tween our seniors and
local service providers.
In some cases, our in-
volvement has been
as simple as helping
replace Dbatteries in
smoke detectors to en-
sure fire safety. In oth-
ers, it has meant con-
necting a resident with
mobility challenges to
resources that provid-
ed a walker, dramat-
ically improving their
quality of life. Every
action, big or small,
makes a difference in
the lives of those we
serve.

We instituted this
program because
Wakulla County’s se-
nior population contin-
ues to grow, and with it,
the need for a stronger
safety net. By reducing
isolation, ensuring rap-
id emergency response,

and maintaining ongo-
ing personal contact,
we can provide peace
of mind not only to se-
niors themselves, but
also to the families who
care about them. The
Senior Watch Program
is part of our continued
commitment to pub-
lic safety, compassion,
and service for resi-
dents of every age.

To be eligible, par-
ticipants must be
residents of Wakulla
County, age 60 or old-
er, and living alone or
with limited support.
We especially encour-
age enrollment from in-
dividuals at higher risk
due to medical condi-
tions, mobility limita-
tions, or other personal
challenges.

Once enrolled, mem-
bers of our Community

& Youth Relations Ser-
vice team will conduct
regular phone calls or
home visits as need-
ed. We will securely
keep essential medical
and emergency contact
information on file to
assist first responders
should a crisis arise.
But our work does not
stop there—our Depu-
ties and staff are ded-
icated to identifying
needs and working with
community partners to
meet them, whether
that involves securing
medical equipment,
providing home safety
tips, or connecting se-
niors with social ser-
vices that can improve
their quality of life.
Enrollment is simple
and can be complet-
ed by seniors, family
members, or caregiv-

ers. For more infor-
mation or to sign up,
please contact:

Lt. Tom Mallon-
Community & Youth
Relations (850) 745-
7122 [1 tmallon@wcso.
org

—or-

Chase Savary -
Community Outreach
Coordinator (850) 745-
7269 or email bsa-
vary(@wcso.org

“Our seniors are the
foundation of this com-
munity. The Senior
Watch Program is one
way we can give back—
by making sure they
feel safe, supported,
and never forgotten.”

Jared  Miller is
Wakulla County Sher-

iff.

When buying a home

By BRIAN ENGLISH

When people talk
about the American
Dream and what it
means to them, buying
a house is often near the
top of the list. However,
the care and respon-
sibilities of owning a
home can sometimes be
overlooked: Youre not
only buying the house
but also committing to
a new roof every couple
of decades, keeping the
electrical and plumbing
systems in good repair,
and replacing the water
heater. You may need to
take care of landscaping
or lawn maintenance,
as well. It can quick-
ly become a consid-
erable to-do list! And,
this list only becomes
more complicated when

you’re thinking about a
second home.

But before we get
ahead of ourselves, here
are a few things to think
about:

THE MONEY

Whether youre fi-
nancially ready or just
starting out, most ques-
tions about home own-
ership come down to
money. Have you saved
enough for a down pay-
ment? Can your bud-
get accommodate a
monthly mortgage? Is
your income seasonal
or steady? How’s your
credit history? These
questions all relate to
your ability to “thread”

that financial needle
and make the purchase
happen.

* Did you know that
74% of all buyers fi-
nanced their home pur-
chases in 2024? This is
a decline from 80% in
the previous year.1

* First-time buyers
were more likely to se-
cure financing, with
91% doing so compared
to 69% of repeat buy-
ers. A record-high 26 %
of homebuyers paid in

cash in 2024.1

* Among recent buy-
ers, 49% used their sav-
ings to fund their home
purchases, down from
54% in 2024. For first-
time buyers, savings
were the most common
source at 69%. In con-
trast, 25% used a gift
or loan from a relative
or friend for their down
payment. Interestingly,
52% of first-time buyers
opted for a conventional
loan whereas 29% chose
an Federal Housing Ad-
ministration (FHA) loan,
and 9% used a Veteran
Affairs (VA) loan.1

e Buyers continue
to view purchasing a
home as a wise finan-
cial decision, with 79%
believing it to be a good
investment, and 39% of
those believing it was
better than other invest-
ments.1

THE TIME

People rent for many
reasons. Some may not
have the money to buy
a home, while others
might view home own-
ership as a hassle. The
responsibilities of home
ownership are consider-

=

ANGIE BROOKE

BROKER ASSOCIATE

.~ 850.766.
Angie@theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthflorida @ theamericandreamnorthflorida

@ www.theamericandream.house

®) 850-766-3675

or your next vacation home in Wakulla County
and the surrounding areas,
I'd be honored to be your Realtor®!

able, after all, regardless
of location. Ultimately,
it’s a personal question
of, “How much time
and energy do I want to
spend?”

* Did you know that
the median age of first-
time homebuyers in-
creased to 38 years old,
up from 35 in the pre-
vious year? Meanwhile,
the typical age of repeat
buyers rose to 61 years
young, up from 58.

* Among recent buy-
ers, 62% were married
couples, 20% were sin-
gle females, 8% were
single males, and 6%
were unmarried cou-
ples.

* Notably, 73% of re-
cent buyers who did not
have children under 18
in their homes repre-
sent the highest per-
centage recorded.1

 Additionally, 17% of
homebuyers purchased
multigenerational
homes for reasons such
as cost savings (36%),
caring for aging parents
(2%), accommodating
children or relatives
over 18 returning home
(21%), and housing chil-
dren over 18 who never
left (20%).1

* Among recent buy-
ers, 16% were veterans
and 2% were active-du-
ty service members.1

* The primary moti-
vation for purchasing a
home was the desire for
ownership, cited by 22
% overall, but rising to
64 % among first-time
buyers.1

THE RESEARCH

Some of the informa-
tion a homebuyer may
want to gather can be
categorized as “money
considerations.” You'll

want to ask yourself:
Are you pre-qualified
or pre-approved by a
lender? Remember,
pre-qualification doesn’t
require as much in-
formation and is only
based on estimates,
while pre-approval is
based on more detailed
income verification.
This may be important
as it gives you a mea-
sure of what you are
able to buy.

When applying for a
loan, be certain to un-
derstand your options.
For example, some may
find down payment as-
sistance programs and
grants for households
with low- to moder-
ate-income attractive.

* Did you know that
88 % of home buyers
used a real estate agent
or broker?1

¢ Meanwhile, 5 % of
buyers bought directly
from a builder or their
agent, and another 5 %
purchased straight from
the previous owner.1

e The primary rea-
sons home buyers used
an agent or broker were
to find the right home
(49 %), and to negotiate
the sale terms (14 %).1

THE SEARCH

The actual house-
hunting can begin once
the research is out of
the way. While this may
be the most fun part of
the process for many, it
can be both exhilarating
and exhausting! Since
this is such a big com-
mitment, it will help if
you clearly understand
what you need from
your house. For exam-
ple, are you bringing
family members, or will
there need to be room
for family members to
come? How big is the
yard, and what do you
want to do with it?

e Did you know buy-
ers spent a median of
10 weeks searching for
a home in 2024, typical-
ly viewing seven homes,
some exclusively on-
line.1

* Every home buyer
utilized the Internet in
their search, finding the
most valuable informa-
tion to be photos (41%),
detailed property infor-
mation (39%), and floor
plans (31%).1

* Additionally, 21% of
buyers contacted a real
estate agent as their ini-
tial move.1

* Real estate agents
played a pivotal role,
with 86% of all buyers
using their services,
making it the most uti-
lized source of informa-
tion.1

Buying a home may
be the largest purchase
of your life. I'm not a
real estate expert, but
I can speak to how a
home fits into your over-
all personal finances. I
encourage you to work
closely with qualified
professionals who can
guide you through the
process as you prepare
to make one of the big-
gest purchases of your
life.

1. National Associa-
tion of Realtors, June
23, 2025.

Brian can be
reached at (850) 926-
7487.

Securities and invest-
ment advisory services
offered through Osa-
ic Wealth, Inc. mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC. Osaic
Wealth is separately
owned and other enti-
ties and/or marketing
names, products or ser-
vices referenced here
are independent of Osa-
ic Wealth. Osaic Wealth
does not provide tax or
legal advice.
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UP TO 20 WORDS

CLASSIFIED AD

PER

DISPLAY ADS § g °EF

QJ ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD QY INCH

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classifieds@thewakullasun.com

Llstmg Properties for
Sale or Manage!

arson Park Realty

Commercial & Residential

™ W\ Carol Ann
Williams

Broker Associate,-
Realtor®

/1

Specializing in
‘Wakulla Co., Leon Co.
and Franklin Co.

Local In-Person Service ® Or email or text me
850-566-9293 Caroldnn@LarsonPark.com * LarsonPark.com

Nail Downs &V_!nyl ]

Call Today for your V o/
FREE Estimate \‘ '
850745-8723 € LHFQuality

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com

lllllllITY
.J POOL
CLEANING

o0l ervices, LLC O
772 A86-8110 " rricing

Locally Owned & Operated Lic. & Ins.

g d

Licensed

& Insured 30 + gfﬁ:ﬁg}csg

ORGOTTEN COAST
TRACTOR SERVICE LLC
Travis Uayton

text or call

Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal
Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading
Driveways

‘Wakulla Lawn ‘Ranger

Gene Darby

850-251-9122
Mowing - Edging - Trimming y

Sidewalk/Driveways
‘Pressurewashing

"i=="'“Llcensed &

Great Prices - (jreat ‘VVork

/ \
Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years
Experience

Since 1975

By Appointment
Only /B

850-443- 5901

Gene
FARM Lambert
BUREAU N
INSURANCE gency
> Manager
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE
of Wakulla County

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM
2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition

850-933-8505 . -

FREE ESTIMATES

Massages, Facials,
Body Treatments

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing
www.SunraysSpa.com

2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

\\
. Crawfordville FL 32327

Sunrays Spa 850-745-6422

Relax Revive Rejuvenate Follow us on § i E—

 Riversidebay.com SSHISHEMIME RN '
I 850-925-5668 _° 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida

Schatzman

Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292

SchatzmanSusan @gmail.com

kw TOWN & COUNTRY
REALTY

KELLERWILLIAMS

Leave Nothing
u¥ Your Footprints

Vecteezy.com

OFFICE FOR LEASE

“THE LOG CABIN

SERVICES

Des'ganj;p;;gT'a""'"g ONE OFFICE SUITE
797-386.0054 AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
WAITING AREA,
Local TWO BATHROOMS,
20 Years Experience FULL KITCHEN

$340-410/MONTH. MOST

CRUM’S HOME DETAIL
Chris Crum UTILITIES INCLUDED”
HANDYMAN & PRESSURE (850) 926-2955
WASHING SERVICES
Crawfordville & surrounding areas  [={F\ I 1:\ A Lol JN T\ =
850-694-4832
4,500 Sq. Ft. COMMERCIAL
LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562 BUILDING for Lease. Brand

New Construction, % mile from
High School on 5 Acres. Call
David McQuary, Broker / Owner
850-510-1035.

John Allcorn Leather

Bags, Belts, Holsters
Some work on Shoes and tack
Also — Custom Products

PAT GREEN’S

3,600 Sq. Ft. New Commercial
Building SEEKING —

OPERATOR / MANAGER or
LAWN SERVICE OWNER. Great location for a
WE DO IT ALL! DAYCARE CENTER

20+ Years Experience
850528-2371 or
850926-7461

TREE TRIMMING,
TRACTOR WORK AND
LAWN MAINTENENCE
e LAND CLEARING
e LANDSCAPING
* |[RRIGATION
e SOD °* MULCHING
e BUSH HOGGING
o DRIVEWAYS
® CULVERTS INSTALLATION
e ROAD MILLINGS

FREE QuUOTES!

Call us for all your

outdoor projects!

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

On 5 beautiful fenced acres with
playground 2 mile from high
school. Call Davis McQuary

Broker / Owner 850-510-1035.

HELP WANTED

= /.

your hometown hospice li

ig Bend H(d)splce

: ig Bend Hospice is seeking

direct patient care volunteers

| to provide companionship

and respite services in
Wakulla County.

ou are interested in lear

40 & 55 ACRES

FOR SALE

D. E. BILLINGSLEY

LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER

It isn’t about how
your life looks to others...
ts about how-it feels to you!

0 -Certlflecﬂvlfe"Coac_ ]

A

#1850-570-8271¢, **

BonnietheLifeCoach.com
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HAPPY

LABOR DAY

Your Howdlswn Financial Advisors
5 4 v(.s . . . u\~s4*

. Yy

/- FINANCIAL GROUP EASSTSS

Investments
Social Security Planning
Life Insurance Retirement Planning
DROP Rollovers Estate Planning
401 (k) Rollovers Roth IRAs / IRAs / 403(b)s

—'3; |
Y = LY | I:Ic& A”I]

i !
s - (380) DRSTEE7 ; S

www.EninshFinanciaIGroup:cdm
139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or
services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth. Osaic Wealth does not provide tax or legal advice.
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