
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Kiersten Smith has turned adver-
sity into purpose. With more than 
200 people attending the 3rd annual 
Breast Cancer Awareness Walk held 
at Azalea Park last month, Smith 
was able to share her testimony with 
an extraordinarily upbeat attitude, 
boldly stressing the importance 
of preventative measures such as 
screening for early detection of can-
cer.
“When I was diagnosed there were 

three other women under 40 diag-
nosed too; I survived and the other 
two passed away,” Smith says. “For 
everyone, cancer is different, there 
are different stages, and different 
grades; catching it early is why 
screening is so important.”
Smith is a State Farm agent in 

Crawfordville, opening her business PH
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Kiersten Smith
Her challenge helped start the Breast Cancer Awareness Walk, now in third year

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa
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850-926-5919
FAMILYFHC.COM

3106 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

at Harvey Young Chapel

Why Pre-Plan

Trusted Local Family

FOR YOUR FAMILY, FOR YOURSELF, 
     FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family

Young
LEETRAILERSALES.NET3922 Crawfordville Rd., Tallahassee, FL 32305 

850 878-0788
Locally Owned and Operated

• SALES • PARTS • REPAIRS
Same Location

for 41 Years
Family Owned 

& Operated

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE 
 UP TO $5,000 off Select Models

TRAILERS & MOWERS
Too many to list but here’s a few deals offered
Now is the time to come see us… AND SAVE!!!
SURE TRAC
Sure Trac 7x20 Implement trailer 16K $8999.00 SALE - WAS $10429.00
Sure Trac Utility 5x8 2 units in stock $2099.00 SALE - WAS $2489.00
Sure Trac Telescopic Dump Trailer HD 12K 2’ side  7x12 2 units in stock 
 $9930.00 SALE - WAS $11,109.00
DURA HAUL
GN7X14ROHS-7K-B GOOSE NECK ROLL OFF DUMP WITH 3 BINS 14K
 $26500.00 SALE - WAS $32869.00
STEHL TOW DOLLY
 ELECTRIC BRAKE $1849.00 SALE - WAS $2069.00
 SURGE BRAKE $2199.00 SALE - WAS $2499.00
ALUMA
548S-TG 54’’ X8’ TAILGATE ALUMINUM UTILITY TRAILER 
 $2119.00 SALE - WAS $2559.00
548S-BT 54’’ X8 BI FOLD TAILGATE ALUMINUM TRAILER  
 $2269.00 SALE - WAS $2749.00
ANDERSON
LST 7X14 TANDEM UTILITY TRAILER - 2 units in stock
 $4000.00 SALE  - WAS $4549.00
TA84010TWX  TAGALONG 8X40 10T $17500.00 SALE - WAS $21269.00
G84012TWX  GOOSENECK HYDRAULIC JACKS 12T 
 $23500.00 SALE - WAS $29279.00 

While supplies last

Kiersten Smith
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Thanks to Kellie, 
 your secure connection 

is guaranteed.
We continually monitor our digital channels to safeguard your 
online and mobile banking experience. But your most secure 

banking experience is face-to-face, where we can better meet 
your ever-changing needs and serve you exceptionally well. 

 

KEITH LAWSON
SERVICES LLC

PLUMBING, INC.
RESIDENTIALCOMMERCIAL

AIR CON
of Wakulla, LLC

Brigham Properties
 Rich Abrams

 Kristina Peeples 
Jody & Gail Campbell

Judi & Tom Davis

MEMBER FDIC

Thank you to our generous sponsors 
for supporting this year’s 

PLUMBING, INC.
RESIDENTIALCOMMERCIAL

The Wakulla Neighbor is a free monthly newspaper delivered 
to every home in Wakulla County. We also publish The Wakulla 
Sun, a weekly newspaper. Copies of the newspaper are available 
at boxes and dealers around the county for $1. Subscriptions are 

$40 per year. Call 850-962-8019 to get started.
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You can never earn respect from someone if they aren’t 
willing to give it to you.

                                                   - Shirley Howard
  

HIS-
TORY
November 1925

Louis Armstrong and his Hot 
Five record their first songs 
together on November 12. 
The recordings are consid-
ered highly influential for the 
development of jazz music.

The luxury train the 
Orange Blossom Special 
begins operations on Nov. 
21. The train ran from 
New York City to Miami.

The Grand Ole Opry 
debuted as a radio show 
on November 28. Fiddler 
Uncle Jimmy Thompson 
is the first to perform on 

the show.
The SS Cotopaxi left Charles-
ton in Nov. 1925, she carried 
coal, crew of 32 headed to 

Havana. Two days later, her 
radio distress call placed her 
inside the Bermuda Triangle 

before she disappeared 
during a storm without a trace. 

For decades it has been a 
mystery. 

In 2020 divers reexamining 
a wreck long known as the 
“Bear Wreck” off Florida’s 

coast and matched its struc-
ture to Cotopaxi. It was just 

off the coast of St. Augustine.
Cotopaxi was identified based 
on 15 years of investigation 
by marine biologist Michael 

Barnette.

   MISS  INFORMATION  FUN  PAGE  By Lynda Kinsey
Content contributor William Dickman

FUN FACTS ABOUT CHRISTMAS TREES
~ Queen Victoria & Prince Albert helped popular-

ize the tradition in England after a drawing of 
them with their Christmas tree was published in 

1848.
President Franklin Pierce was the first president 
to place a Christmas tree in the White House in 

1856. 
~President Theodore Roosevelt refused to have a 
Christmas tree in the White House - he believed 
cutting down trees for decoration was wasteful.

~ National Christmas Tree lighting ceremony 
started in 1923 by President Calvin Coolidge.

~The first decorated Christmas tree was in Riga, 
Latvia, in 1510. Trees were decorated with pop-

corn, berries, nuts & homemade decorations.
~The first artificial trees were made in Germa-

ny in the 19th century, and early versions were 
made of goose feathers dyed green.

~ The first retail Christmas tree lot was started in 
1851 by Mark Carr in New York. 

SAD FACT:~The Frazier Fir is under threat of 
disease in North Carolina. This is my favorite!

Pan 
seared Shrimp

8 tablespoons butter, divided -
 1 pound peeled and deveined fresh shrimp

fresh lemon or lemon jusce, 3 garlic cloves chopped, salt and 
ground black pepper to taste. Chopped Parsley & Onions

Melt 6 tablespoons butter in a large skillet over high heat. Add shrimp
cook and stir in hot butter until browned, about 2 minutes, turn. Reduce 

heat to medium-low. Shrimp will turn opaque / pearly pink/white, curl 
into a “C” shape. Stir in 1 1/2 teaspoons lemon juice, fresh garlic, salt, 

and pepper; cook until heated through, about 1 minute. Remove 
from heat; stir in remaining 2 tablespoons butter and 1 1/2 

teaspoons lemon juice.
Sprinkle with finely chopped Parsley & Onions.

I like to dip mine in more butter, garlic 
& Lemon.

HERBS
-Planting in November-

Most herbs will grow well in the cooler 
weather, but many will not survive a freeze. 

Seeds: Anise, Basil, Borage, Chervil, 
Cilantro/Coriander, Dill, Fennel,  Parsley, Sage 	

Rosemary,Thyme.
BULBS: Garlic, Ginger, Rosemary &

Turmeric.You should be able to get a crop before the 
end of January.

A Greenhouse gives you a longer 
growing 
season. -Trivia-

Ship Wrecks
1. Who found / salvaged The Nuestra Señora 

de Atocha that sank during a hurricane in 1622? 
2. What area in Florida may have as many as 1,000 ships 

wrecked of its coast?
3. How many sunken ships are estimated to be around the entire state of 

Florida ?
4. A hurricane in 1715 sank a fleet of 11 Spanish ships off Florida’s east 

coast. What do they call that mystery? 5. What is the estimated number of 
ships that have disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle?

6.How many aircraft have gone missing in the Bermuda Triangle ?
Answers:  1. Mel Fisher uncovered gold, silver and emeralds worth 

over $400 million.       2.  Florida Keys.  
3.  An estimated 5,000    4.  “Mystery Wreck”

5. An estimate is 50.
  6. An estimated 20.

Bla..
Bla...

BLAH...Blah!
This man was born Roy Harold Scherer Jr.: Nov. 17, 
1925 – October 2, 1985, in Winnetka, Illinois. After 

high school he was a postal employee. He served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1944 to 1946 during World War II as an 

aircraft mechanic. He served in the Philippines with Aviation 
Repair and Overhaul Unit 2. 

Following his Honorable Discharge in 1946, the 6’ 5” hopeful 
moved to Hollwood to pursue an acting career.

One line in his first picture, Fighter Squadron (1948), 
needed 38 takes. In 1956 he received an Oscar nom-
ination for Giant (1956) and two years later Look 

magazine named him Star of the Year. He starred in 
a number of bedroom comedies, many with Doris 
Day, and had his own TV series McMillan & Wife 
(1971). He moved from westerns to sob stories to 
sosphisticated comedies. He had thick black hair 

and was the Hollywood hearththrob and 
favorite actor for many. 

When he moved to Hollywood he 
changed his name to
ROCK HUDSON

-Vintage 
-AnTiquing

-COLLECTING
I love collecting vin-
tage Christmas or-

naments. The colors 
were different then.  
In the early 1900’s, 
most ornaments were 

made in Germany & 
Poland. They were  
handcrafted and 

mass-produced glass 
ornaments. Later, 

other countries like 
Czechoslovakia & 
Japan jumped in.
 How to  identify 

an older ornament: 
look for size, weight 
& imperfections of 
older blown glass 
like dimples, faded 

color,texture of mica 
glitter, rust on caps.
older ones usually 
have a taller neck. 

the town of Lauscha 
began mass-producing 
glass baubles in the 

mid-1800s.

Call 
850-962-8019

TO 

RESERVE   THIS 

AD 

SPACE 

TODAY!

SPORTS-FOOTBALL
What number ranges are used for 

Offensive Linemen and Linebackers?

SnArkyiSms!

“My boss said I intimidate my co-workers. I 
stared at him with a look until he apologized.” 

2219 Crawfordville Hwy • Crawfordville • 926-3300

S A L E S  -  S E RV I C E  -  R E PA I R

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS - CHAINS SAWS FROM $19999

3  Y
3  Y

MOWERS

Open Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon • 3youtdoorequipment.com

 Locally Owned- Darell Land
25 Aaron Strickland Rd
Crawfordville, Fl 32327

850-745-8065
www.USAbuiltsheds.com

15% OFF 
all on lot Inventory

thru 2025 

Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter 
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Better Business Bureau

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993

licensed & insured

• Quality Residential and Commercial Repainting

• Pressure Washing • Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs • Cabinet Painting 

• Deck Restoration

You can now subscribe to The Sun online!
To receive our Weekly Newspaper please visit 

www.thewakullasun.com and click on the subscribe 
today button or scan the QR code Here.

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL 
• STORM DAMAGE •

• TREE PRESERVATION •
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certifi ed  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualifi ed

850-421-8104

offensive linemen (50-79) and linebackers (60-89). 

Capital Lock & KeyCapital Lock & Key
Automotive & Residential 

Locksmith Services
24/7 Lockouts - Rekeying - Programming

850-756-2134
https://www.autokey24.com

Chris Oaks won the plants The Sun took to the Chamber 
Luncheon. Said his wife has just recently found a love for 

plants since her mother passed. He followed up with a photo 
and said his wife loves it. Glad to hear it has a good home. 

You 
Asked, I answered… 

it’s dressing 
not stuffing…

Happy ThanksLiving!
XO, Quincee

850-745-8154
www.theblackcatmetaphysicalshop.com

theblackcatmetaphysicalshop@gmail.com

3010 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY 
DOWNTOWN CRAWFORDVILLE

Open: Monday - Friday 12 - 7
Sat. 10 - 7 • Sun. 12:30 - 4

We are a Spiritual Shop
that sells Herbs, Teas, Oils, 

Soaps and Great Gifts!

• Books
• Candles 
• Jewelry 
• Crystals                          

& Stones
• Hand crafted               

gifts by local artist. 
• Stocking stuffers galore

Rock Hudson, born Roy Har-
old Scherer Jr. on November 
17, 1925, in Winnetka, Illinois
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Extension Office

As the holiday sea-
son approaches, the air 
fills with festive cheer, 
twinkling lights, and 
the scent of cinnamon 
and pine. But amid 
the hustle of shopping 
lists, travel plans, and 
social gatherings, it is 
easy to lose sight of one 
of the season’s most 
powerful gifts: grati-
tude.
Gratitude is not just 

a warm feeling—it is a 
practice that can trans-
form our perspective, 
deepen relationships, 
and even improve our 
health. Studies have 
shown that regularly 
expressing thanks can 
boost mood, reduce 
stress, and foster a 
greater sense of con-

nection. So how can 
we cultivate gratitude 
during the holidays, 
when life feels espe-
cially busy? Here are a 
few meaningful ways to 
embrace thankfulness 
this season.
Start a gratitude 

journal. Set aside 
a few minutes each 
day to jot down three 
things you are grateful 
for. They do not have to 
be grand—maybe it is a 
hot cup of coffee, a kind 
word from a friend, or 
a quiet moment by a 
cozy fire. Writing them 
down helps shift focus 
from what is missing to 
what is already pres-
ent.
Send thank you 

notes. In an age of 
texts and emails, a 
handwritten note car-
ries extra weight. Take 
time to write to some-
one who has made a 
difference in your life—
whether it is a mentor, 
a neighbor, or a child-
hood friend. Express-
ing appreciation not 
only uplifts the recipi-
ent but reinforces your 
own sense of gratitude.
Volunteer your 

time. Giving back is 
one of the most power-

ful ways to feel grate-
ful. Whether you serve 
meals at a shelter, 
donate toys to a local 
drive, or help a neigh-
bor with yard work, 
acts of service remind 
us of our shared hu-
manity and the abun-
dance we have to offer.
Practice mindful 

meals. Holiday dinners 
are often rushed or 
distracted. This year, 
try slowing down. Be-
fore eating, take a mo-
ment to appreciate the 
food, the hands that 
prepared it, and the 
company around you. 
Encourage everyone at 
the table to share one 
thing they are thankful 
for—it is a simple ritual 
that can spark deeper 
connection.
Create a gratitude 

wall. Designate a space 
in your home where 
family members can 
post notes, drawings, 
or photos of things they 
are thankful for. It be-
comes a living collage 
of appreciation and a 
visual reminder of the 
season’s true spirit.
Reflect on chal-

lenges. Gratitude is 
not just about the 
good—it is also about 

finding meaning in the 
hard stuff. Reflecting 
on challenges you have 
faced and how you 
have grown can foster 
resilience and a deeper 
sense of appreciation 
for life’s journey.
As we wrap gifts and 

unwrap memories, let’s 
remember that grat-
itude is more than a 
seasonal sentiment—it 
is a way of life. By prac-
ticing thankfulness 
in small, intentional 
ways, we can make the 
holidays not just joyful, 
but truly meaningful.
So this season, take 

a moment (or two) to 
pause. Breathe. Give 
thanks. And let grati-
tude be the thread that 
ties it all together.

For more informa-
tion about mindfulness, 
gratitude, and other 
mental health topics, 
call Samantha Kenne-
dy at (850) 926-3931.

Practicing gratitude during 
the  holiday season

PHOTO ADOBE STOCK

One great way to begin a 
practice of gratitude is by 

starting a gratitude journal. 
Writing down things we are 

grateful for is an e� ective 
way to really appreciate 

them.

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
37 YEARS

LoweLegalAndTitle.com  850.926.8245OFFICES-CRAWFORDVILLE

Available at 
Palaver Tree 
& Amazon

Perms, Cuts, Colors, 
Foils/Highlights, 
Ombres, Updos,
EyeBrow Tinting, 
waxing and more.

2655 B 
Crawfordville Hwy.

We'VE MOVED

HAIR IT IS 
BY SUZANNE

(850) 445-8704
HairItIsSuzanne.com 
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N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

YOU’RE IN KRAFT COUNTRY

MAHAN DRIVE TALLAHASSEE, FL • kraftnissan.com

LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!

BUY 3 TIRES 
GET THE 4TH

FREE!!!*

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER HOUSEHOLD. MAY NOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
*MUST BE DEALER INSTALLED. INSTALLATION AND BALANCE EXTRA.

SCAN HERE 
TO SET 

YOUR OWN 
APPOINTMENT

SAVE ON LAST FEW 2025’s
DONT MAKE A $10,000 MISTAKE
NOW is the time to buy a new car

2025 Model year Clearance
ALL 2025’s priced to sell!!!

-No reasonable offer refused 
-First Come. First Served

-Appraisers on hand to value your 
trade in

-on the spot � nancing

Visit Us On-Line at www.TrademarkHomesCenter.com
-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-

At Trademark Homes… 
you have friends with LOW PRICES
1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-4864 • call or text anytime

Coastal Homes- Wind Zoned 3 available, 
Set Up Any Height. 

All credit situations considered.

Top dollar paid for your Trade-in, regardless of age 
or condition.

2026 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

FLORIDA WILD MAMMAL ASSOCIATION
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Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifi ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 40 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

20242024

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

As November ar-
rives, it often marks 
the unofficial start of 
the holiday season. 
From now through the 
end of the year, fami-
lies and friends gath-
er to celebrate, share 
meals, and make 
memories. 

It’s a season filled 
with joy, reflection, and 
togetherness — but it’s 
also a time when law 
enforcement across 
the nation, including 
here in Wakulla Coun-
ty, sees an unfortunate 

rise in traffic crashes 
and DUI-related inci-
dents.

I wanted to take a 
moment this month to 
remind everyone of the 
dangers of drinking 
and driving, and the 
very real consequenc-
es that can come from 
making that choice.

When I talk about 
“drinking and driving,” 
I use that phrase in-
tentionally instead of 
“drunk driving.” The 
word “drunk” is sub-
jective — one person’s 
definition may be very 
different from anoth-
er’s. 

The truth is, it’s 
never safe to drink any 
amount of alcohol and 
then get behind the 
wheel. Even one drink 
can begin to slow your 
reaction time, dull 
your coordination, and 
affect your judgment. 

Those small impair-
ments may not feel sig-
nificant, but they can 

make all the difference 
when seconds count 
on the road.

Most of us are com-
fortable drivers. We 
get in our vehicles ev-
ery day, sometimes 
without even thinking 
about the level of at-
tention driving real-
ly requires. But one 
missed stop sign, one 
delayed reaction, or 
one brief lapse in focus 
can have devastating 
consequences. Some 
crashes simply can’t be 
avoided — but many 
can. Choosing not to 
drive after drinking, 
arranging a designated 
driver, or calling for a 
ride can quite literally 
save lives.

Another misconcep-
tion worth clearing up 
is that you can only be 
arrested for a DUI if 
your blood alcohol lev-
el is over the legal lim-
it. That is not true. 

If a law enforcement 
officer determines that 

you are impaired — 
even slightly — you 
can still be arrested for 
DUI, regardless of your 
blood alcohol concen-
tration. 

Impairment isn’t al-
ways about the num-
bers; it’s about your 
ability to safely operate 
a vehicle.

The reality is simple: 
if you are reading this, 
you have too much to 
lose by drinking and 
driving. The conse-
quences are severe — 
financially, legally, and 
emotionally. 

A DUI arrest can 
cost you thousands of 
dollars in fines, attor-
ney’s fees, and insur-
ance rate increases. 
You could lose your 
driver’s license, your 
job, or even your free-
dom. 

More importantly, 
you could cause irre-
versible harm to your-
self or someone else. 
No celebration is worth 
that risk.

As we move further 
into the holiday sea-
son, I ask everyone to 

take a moment and 
plan ahead. If you plan 
to drink, decide now 
how you’ll get home 
safely. Use a designat-
ed driver, call a friend, 
or arrange for a ride 
service. These simple 
steps can prevent trag-
edy.

At the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
our goal is for everyone 
in our community to 
enjoy this time of year 
safely and responsibly. 
We’ll continue to have 

a strong presence on 
our roadways to help 
keep our citizens and 
visitors safe.

If you need assis-
tance or see suspicious 
or dangerous behavior, 
please contact us at 
850-745-7100, or dial 
911 in an emergency.

Your Sheriff,
Jared F. Miller

Jared Miller is 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff.

Don’t drink and drive

TELL ME
Tell me; Did you see The Lord living in me,

Because I went to a building every Sunday?
Tell me; Did you see The Lord living in me, through any 

luxury?
Tell me; Did you see The Lord living in me, because of 

my day to day life,
Through my character of being a friend, a mother, 

and a wife?
Tell me; Did you think less of me, because my garments 

were worn?
For I tell you, The Lord knew me long before I was ever 

born.
Tell me; Did The Lord think less of me,

Because the cares of this world never sparkled in my 
eye?

For life itself is important, for time, it sure does pass by.
Tell me; Did I find my purpose?  

And were you set to judge this life of mine?
For I tell you, my fruits were selfless, patient and kind.
Tell me; Should I have cared, that my house was rug-

ged and old?
For my house was a story of life, that was foretold.

For my Savior, He was born in a stable, 
He set the example; In Him am I able,

He walked in humility, before The Father in Awe,
He was God in the flesh, when we see Him; God we 

saw.
He was from the beginning; before the times of old,

I tried my best to follow Him, in patience, mercy in love 
and bold!

My boldness in flesh, constrained and quietness,
In silence, words spoken in liberty,

For He who keeps my tongue, greater is He who lives 
within me!

Tell me; would my words make a difference, 
If you were blind to the life I live?

Did it make a change for the good, in my 
time I did give?

All I can pray; God water the seeds, 
The ones You caused me to sew, fertilize it with Your 

truth,
And cause my family to grow.

all glory given to The Real Jesus
dedicated to my mother Audrey Connell
who taught me Jesus, through her life.

Tony Duncan
Writer of truth
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From Front Page

in May 2020. Coming 
from the smalltown of 
Sweetwater, Tennes-
see, Smith shared that 
Sweetwater has the 
same culture as Wakul-
la, which is community 
focused. 

“When I came to visit 
Wakulla, I felt like I was 
coming home,” says 
Smith. “If it wasn’t for 
the small, great com-
munity I come from, I 
wouldn’t be the person 
I am today, and I will 
never regret the time 
I invested in Wakulla 
County.

“When I  s tar ted 
my business during 
the pandemic, people 
thought I was crazy, 
but it worked out well. 
In the beginning, I was 
invited to Rotary by 
(Wakulla Sheriff) Jared 
Miller and the motto 
for Rotary is ‘People of 
Action’ so I immedi-
ately got involved and 
that’s where I learned 
the needs of Wakulla 
County and where our 
team could identify and 
serve to meet the needs 
of the county.

“ B e c a u s e  t h e r e 
was no Breast Can-
cer Awareness Walk in 
Wakulla at the time, 
my team at State Farm 
created the awareness 
event and wanted it 
to be a surprise, but 
they ultimately had to 
let me know because 
I had to sign things,” 
Smith says. “This year’s 
Awareness Walk I was 
able to be fully engaged 
and participate; the 
past two years I was 
unable to due to recu-
perating.

“State Farm’s num-
ber one value is com-
munity; I want Wakulla 
to be a better communi-
ty because we opened 
a business here, and 
the only way to do that 
is through community 
involvement. The event 
feels aligned with State 
Farm’s values and I am 
grateful it is something 
I am passionate about; 
it doesn’t feel like work.”

“Educating the com-
munity about early de-
tection is a more im-
portant use of my time; 
it literally saves lives. 
Women are so busy; 
women must make time 
in their schedule to get 
screened; I want the 
ladies of Wakulla to be 
at their kids’ wedding 
and hold grandchildren. 
There are mobile mam-
mogram buses, you can 
contact Wakulla County 
Health Department for 
resources.”

Once again, Smith 
turned tragedy into tri-
umph. “No one dreams 
of being an insurance 

agent when they grow 
up, but when I was 13 
years old, I accidental-
ly burned my family’s 
house down in a grease 
fire. I was cooking in 
the kitchen deep fry-
ing french fries, and 
I turned the oven off 
and went for a walk. 
The grease popped and 
caught the wallpaper on 
fire. Through this expe-
rience, I learned the im-
portance of insurance, 
the entire claims pro-
cess and what the steps 
were, and I learned ma-
terialistic stuff does not 
matter. Everyone is fine 
until claims time and 
with State Farm, we 
are the peace of mind 
specialists, and I find a 
lot of meaning in hav-
ing peace of mind and 
if something bad hap-
pens, there is a plan to 
follow.”

Smith turns adver-
sity into advantage by 
steadily giving back to 
the Wakulla Commu-
nity. Smith is active 
on the Board for the 
Chamber of Commerce; 
she is head of the com-
mittee for membership. 
She said, “I like to feel 
useful, and it’s been 
gratifying to get involved 
in the community.” 

Smith is on the Board 

of the Wakulla County 
Youth Coalition and ac-
tive in the Rotary Club. 
“I have Rotary member-
ship in my blood, my 
great grandmother from 
Denmark is in hospital-
ity for Rotary. Because 
I’m naturally a nurtur-
er, I’m lucky enough to 
serve on these Boards 
that bring me joy, I 
have the opportunity 
to use my gifts, talents 
and abilities; at the end 
of the day, I am doing 
things I enjoy and get to 
work individually with 
people- making them 
feel seen and valued.

“The big focus right 
now for my team and 
I is community and 
education,” she says. 
“We are looking at work-
shops in the next year 
and partnering with 

other businesses to get 
financial information 
to the people; I get to 

work with people who 
may not be big financial 
planners themselves.”

“I want to be ‘that 
person’ if someone in 
Wakulla has something 
terrible happen to them, 
but they are OK because 
they talked to me.”

Smith has two sons, 
14-year-old Abbott, and 
Oscar, who will be turn-
ing 10 next week. “They 
are my everything and I 
am happiest when I am 
with them,” she says.

In her personal time, 
traveling is a favorite for 
Smith. 

“I try to travel a 
couple times a year, 
there are a couple plac-

es on my bucket list. 
Six weeks prior to my 
breast cancer diagnosis, 
I surprised my father 
with a trip to Greece.

“I also like to exer-
cise, and I am active in 
a poker league, we meet 
up once a week.”

Smith possesses an 
individual commitment 
to a group effort. She 
says her State Farm 
team is very important 
to her. On the customer 
service team is Vanes-
sa Scott and Heather 
Granger. The sales team 
consists of Andrew Rid-
dle, Jesse Register and 
Brianna Poole.

Kiersten Smith

Brandy Lawhon, Tonya James, Kayleen Pafford and 
Kiersten Smith at the Breast Cancer Awareness Walk at 

Azalea Park on Oct. 11.

Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

SALUTE VETERANS
LICENSE PLATE  

ENACTED: 07/01/1989
Revenues go to the State Homes for Veterans Trust 

Fund, which is created in the State Treasury. All such 
moneys are to be administered by the Department of 

Veterans Affairs and must be used solely for the purpose 
of constructing, operating, and maintaining domiciliary 

and nursing homes for veterans and for continuing 
promotion and marketing of the license plate, subject to 

the requirements of Chapter 216. 

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

ALL PRO
FENCE & DECK

850-408-7709
Commercial, Residential, Decks, Gates & More
Locally Owned & Operated • 30 years experience • Licensed & Insured

Joey 
Olah

Prepare to BEE 
Pampered
Head Spa Message, 
eyebrow shaping, 
tinting, lashes / 
brows Waxing care. Walk ins Welcome or book 

your appointment today!

 850-756-4222
QueenBeeSpa2@Gmail.com 
WE’VE MOVED 2655 B Crawfordville Hwy. 

AMANDA STRICKLAND

(448) 666-3881 
CALL/TEXT TODAY 

FOR YOUR 
FREE ESTIMATE! 

Non-Judgmental
Reasonably Priced

E�  cient
Lic & Insured
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Cemetery lots and 
Cremain spaces available.

850509-7630 
or the Church Offi ce at:  

850-745-8359

Offi ce Hours:  Mon./Wed./Fri.  9:00am – 3:30pm 
Pastor:  Rev. Michael Hartley: offi ce@seas.ptdiocese.org  
Deacon David Harris • E-Mail: dcndoc@comcast.net
Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm • Sunday 11:00 am 

 Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am 
 Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
  Rosary: Mon., Thurs. and Fri. - after 8:30 Mass  
 Wednesday 6:30 pm
 Sunday 9:45 am 
   First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am
     Confessions:  Every Saturday  9:30am – 10:30am

Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Or by appointment

Pastor Michael Hartley • Dcn. Dave Harris Director of Music & Choir - Jeff Cook

Beginning: September 1, 2025

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327
850 745-8359

New Hours

By GREG GAST
 

The source of most 
human pain is other 
people. What I mean is 
our often disappointing, 
superficial, unsatisfac-
tory relationship with 
people. Most of this 
comes in the form of re-
lationships and connec-
tions that aren’t very 
deep with those we con-
sider our friends. Some 
from bad choices for as-
sociates and partners. 
And it comes from our 
inability to persuade, to 
move people, to influ-
ence them, to get them 
interested in our ideas 

generating feelings of 
frustration and anger.

We are deeply social 
animals and having 
dysfunctional social re-
lationships leads to all 
kinds of problems. What 
is the source of these 
problems? We’re poor 
listeners. We’ve become 
self-absorbed in our 
smart phones and our 
technology. We’re not 
paying attention. We 
project onto people our 
own emotions and de-
sires. Or perhaps we are 
quick to judge and cat-
egorize them. This one 
is good, that one is evil, 
that person is likable, 
that one is not likeable. 
Seeing just a small por-
tion of who people are, 
we tend to misunder-
stand and misjudge 
them which leads to all 
kinds of problems, to 
bad decisions, and to 
bad strategies. 

When we are watch-
ing and observing the 
people around us we 

become excited, curious 
and engaged. We’re get-
ting outside of ourselves 
and into the world of 
other people. 

Unfortunately, we 
normally don’t feel this 
way. We actually have 
low interest in the peo-
ple around us. We feel 
that our own thoughts 
and our own world is 
more interesting than 
theirs. We have our 
own needs and our own 
problems to deal with.

The truth is that oth-
er people you deal with 
are a lot more interest-
ing and complicated 
and weird than you can 
imagine. Other people 
actually have a deep, 
rich inner life. They 
are fascinating. You’re 
just not realizing it. So 
where do we start? Ba-
sic human nature. We 
all are the same. We 
are wired in a similar 
way. We experience the 
world , emotionally, the 
same way. 

Rationality, thinking 
is what you should val-
ue most and that will 
serve as your guide not 
emotionality. Emotions 
turn us inward and 
away from reality. Look 
at those emotions that 
are continually infect-
ing your ideas and de-
cisions. Learn to ques-
tion yourself: Why this 
anger or resentment? 
Where does this inces-
sant need for attention 
come from? 

Don’t assume that 
the reason that you feel 
something, and that it’s 
right just because you 
feel it. Question, ques-
tion, question. It starts 
with looking inward 
and questioning your-
self and not assuming 
that everything you feel 
or think is right. Ask 
yourself, “Where did I 
pick us this belief?” Is 
it true? 

Let me know what 
you think.

WAKULLA
LOVES JESUS!

AND JESUS
LOVES WAVE 94!

(HOPEFULLY)

make your day
better with 
Wave 94.1 FM

850-926-8000

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Flor-
ida 

Wild 

Wakul-
la Wild 
Animal 
Rescue

Real other people

“The little paper”
onthlyeighbor

Call Lynda today 850-962-8019

Advertise your church in

  Greetings Wakulla 
citizens! Thank you for your 
time, may you be blessed 
by this column. In our daily 
lives, I am sure it is not 
only me that screws up 
and hopes that I am shown 
compassion. I do it every-
day! But! What about the 
day’s that someone hopes 
I show compassion for 
their wrong doings, or the 
appearance thereof?
  I am not talking about 
“forgiveness”, but at the 
very point just before it 
becomes resentment/
unforgiveness, sin is not 
only what we do…it is the 
condition of our heart. Our 
“heart condition” is based 
on our relationship with our 
Creator. To realize we are 
not above screwing up (sin-
ning), causing ourselves 
to be separated from our 
Creator is very humbling! 
You see, in 2 Corinthians 
5:21 says “He made Him 
who knew no sin to be 
sin on our behalf, so that 
we might become the 
righteousness of God in 
Him.” This Truth keeps us, 
believers, very humble! 
None of us are above sin-
ning and yet none of us are 
beyond forgiveness, only 
when we repent and turn 
to Him…our Creator and 
allow Him to come inside 
us and change us! We can 
not do it!  His reign begins 
within - transforming our 
hearts first. In Romans 
14:17 Scripture says “For 
the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
You see, we are unable to 
have compassion for oth-
ers until our hearts are in 
line with Him, His will. I am 
talking about when you are 
in a situation that is active, 
you’re in it! As the situa-
tion is happening, people 
are handling situations in 

a way that causes you to 
think your nuts and the 
famous question…WHY?! 
This is the very moment 
we have to ask “what am 
I thinking about?!?” Who 
is directing my thoughts? 
God? Self? Darkness?  As 
we grow in Christ, darkness 
will come and try to trip us 
up and doubt our Creator! 
Darkness will try to  cause 
division, pressure to react 
out of desperation and hit 
you financially! God will 
fill us with His love from 
the inside first, our hearts 
WILL change so that we are 
able to show compassion 
for others and ourselves 
outwardly. 
  You see, walking in love 
is a command, Matthew 
22:37-38 “And He said to 
him, “YOU SHALL LOVE 
THE LORD YOUR GOD 
WITH ALL YOUR HEART, 
AND WITH ALL YOUR 
SOUL, AND WITH ALL 
YOUR MIND.” “This is 
the great and foremost 
commandment.” In being 
obedient to this makes it 
easier to have compassion 
for people when they are 
doing things that make not 
a bit of sense to us! This 
can only happen because 
of  spending daily time with 
our Lord God!  
  Forgiveness is an act of 
mercy that releases guilt 
and restores relationships, 
while compassion is the 
feeling and motivation 
that leads one to show 
mercy and forgive. Com-
passion causes us to feel 
sorrow for someone in an 
active situation, therefore 
causing us to walk in obe-
dience to God’s command, 
walk in love! Each time 
God gets us through these 
situations we endure and 
our faith grows! We are not 
above falling on our faces! 
There is not one person  
that is above sinning!! 

Scripture tells us in 
*Ecclesiastes 7:20 “In-
deed, there is not a righ-
teous man on earth who 
continually does good 
and who never sins.” 
*Romans 3:23 “For all 
have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.”
*1 John 1:8-10 “If we say 
we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves and 
the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness. If we say 
that we have not sinned, 
we make Him a liar, and 
His word is not in us.”
  It is so important for us 
to know that He knows 
we can not keep from sin 
without acknowledging 
Him in EVERYTHING we do! 
In Proverbs 3:6 “In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, 
And He will make your  
paths straight.” Acknowl-
edging Him is diving into 
His Word, know Him as you 
know your family mem-
bers. You know their likes, 
dislikes, what causes them 
to laugh and the foods they 
love and dislike. We should 
desire to know God this 
way. As we meet Him and 
invite Him in to be LORD of 
our lives, we must change. 
In that change is a hunger 
for Him, we can not know 
Him without the Scriptures! 
We should know Him bet-
ter than our natural family.  

 If you are not Born Again 
and want to be, confess 
this outloud “ Dear Jesus, 
I am a sinner I know. Your 
Word says that I can call 
upon Your name and be 
saved, Romans 10:13 
says for “EVERYONE WHO 
CALLS ON THE NAME 
OF THE LORD WILL BE 
SAVED.” I call on Your 
name now today to be 

saved Jesus! Take my 
life today and use it for 
Your purposes, for Your 
Kingdom! I confess today 
that by grace I am saved 
through faith knowing that 
You went to the Cross and 
willingly gave Your Life 
for my life, paid the debt 
I can not pay and by Your 
blood shed, Your death, 
burial and Resurrection 
on the 3rd day I am now 
saved,  this is a gift from 
God I know! Thank You 
Jesus!!! 
  To complete your 
Salvation you must be 
water baptized, this is your 
burial of your dead self and 
your new life with power, 
the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38 
“And Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and let each of 
you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.”  1 Peter 3:21-22 
“ And corresponding to 
that, baptism now saves 
you, not the removal of 
dirt from the flesh, but 
an appeal to God for a 
good conscience through 
the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22) who is at the 
right hand of God, having 
gone into heaven, after 
angels and authorities 
and powers had been 
subjected to Him.” Mat-
thew 28:19 “Go therefore 
and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, 20) 
teaching them to observe 
all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of 
the ages.”

God bless you and yours,
Deb Quackenbush

tobe7encouraged.org

tobe7encouraged faith column
Compassion
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Saturday, Nov. 1

• The Panacea Community 
Garden Farmer’s Market 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 
12 noon in Panacea.

Sunday, Nov. 2

• Daylight Saving Time 
ends. Set your clocks back 
one hour.

Monday, Nov. 3

• County commission 
meets at 5 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.
• The Wakulla Respite 
Program is available for 
anyone with memory im-
pairment at no cost from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lake 
Ellen Baptist Church every 
Monday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m. every Monday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.
• Gentle Yoga and 
Stetching Class, every 
Monday, 11 a.m. Wakulla 
Community Center. Bring 
a mat. Come early to sign 
in. Chair Yoga participants 
welcome. $2 per class.
• Line Dancing Class is 
held at Wakulla Dance 
Academy every Monday 
from 7 to 9 p.m. $5 per 
person. Wear dance shoes 
or tennis shoes

Tuesday, Nov. 4

• Sopchoppy community 
dinner is held every week 
at the Towles House at 
6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6:30 p.m.• 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, Nov. 5

• Muffins with Moms 
Prenatal Support Group 

meets at 9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 
and 10 a.m. at the Wakulla 
County Health Depart-
ment. Contact Liz Neigh-
bors at 850-888-6078 or 
elizabeth.neighbors@
flhealth.gov for more 
information.
• A line dance class is held 
at 1 p.m. at the Wakul-
la Senior Center every 
Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at noon and 6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday at 
54 Ochlockonee St.

Thursday, Nov. 6
 

• The Rotary Club of 
Wakulla County meets at 
the TSC Wakulla Center at 
8:30 a.m. on Thursdays.
• Coastal Optimist Club 
meets at noon at Myra 
Jean’s on the first and third 
Thursdays.
• The VFW Auxiliary 
Bingo Night will be held at 
7 p.m. at 475 Arran Road 
in Crawfordville, every 
Thursday. There are con-
cessions and raffles.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Friday, Nov. 7

• Wakulla Wrestling fund-
raising golf tournament, 
Salute to Service, will be 
held at Wakulla Sands Golf 
Course with a shotgun 
start at 9 a.m. Four man 
teams, $500 per team, or 
$125 per player. Contact 
Coach Litowsky at Nathan.
Litowsky@wcsb.us.
• Legislative delegation  
will meet in the county 
commission chambers 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Sen. Co-
rey Simon and Rep. Jason 
Shoaf will hold a meeting 
to listen to issues of local 
concern before the upcom-
ing 2026  legislative session 
scheduled to get underway  

on Jan. 13.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon and 
8 p.m. every Friday at 54 
Ochlockonee St. 

Saturday, Nov. 8

• Annual Veterans Day 
breakfast will be served 
at the community center 
from 7:15 to 10 a.m.
• Veterans Day Celebra-
tion will be held at Hud-
son Park  with a ceremony 
at 10 a.m. Vendors will be 
on hand.
• The Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group will meet 
at the Wakulla County 
Public Library at 10 a.m. 
every  second Saturday of 
the month.
• Wakulla Springs Car 
Show will be held at 
Wakuilla Springs State 
Park beginning at 10 a.m. 
Noon is voting. Awards 
presented at 1:30 p.m. 
Beer and food vendors 
will be at the event. 

Monday, Nov. 10

• Planning commission 
meets at 6 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.
• The Sopchoppy City 
Commission meets at 6:30 
p.m. at City Hall.
• VFW Post 4538 and 
Auxiliary holds monthly 
meetings on the second 
Monday of the month 
with fellowship at 6 p.m., 
meetings at 7 p.m.
• The Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group meets at 
Lake Ellen Baptist Church 

at 9:30 a.m every second 
Monday of the month.
• Crawfordville Woman’s 
Club monthly meeting 
is the second Monday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at 64 Ochlockonee St., in 
Crawfordville. Call (850) 
566-5727 for more infor-
mation.

Tuesday, Nov. 11

• VETERANS DAY – 
Schools, banks, govern-
ment offices and many 
businesses will be closed 
in observance.
• Historical Society 
will hold a reunion and 
program on the St. Marks 
School  – now COAST 
Charter School – with a 
school reunion at 5 p.m. 
and a program at 6 p.m. at 
the school.  

Wednesday, Nov. 12

• Wakulla Garden Club 
meets at the public library 
from noon to 2 p.m. Meet-
ing will include a work-
shop on Palm Frond Boot 
Reindeer. Bring glue gun, 
ribbon, greenery, bells and 
other decorative items.

Thursday, Nov. 13
 

• State Board of Education 
will meet at the auditori-
um at the district office 
beginning at 9 a.m.
• St. Marks City Commis-
sion meets at the St. Marks 
Yacht Club at 6 p.m.
• The play “Sterling Lega-
cy” by Danielle Wirsansky 

opens at Palaver Tree 
Theater at 8 p.m. It’s a pay-
what-you-can-night.

Friday, Nov. 14

• “Sterling Legacy” at 
Palaver Tree Theater will 
be performed at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $15.

Saturday, Nov. 15

• The play “Sterling Leg-
acy” will be performed at 
Palaver Tree Theater at 8 
p.m. Tickets are $15.

Sunday, Nov. 16

• The play “Sterling 
Legacy” will have two 
performances at Palaver 
Tree Theater: a matinee at 
2 p.m. and a final perfor-
mance at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $15.

Monday, Nov. 17

• County commission 
meets at 5 p.m. in the 
commission boardroom. 
• Wakulla County School 
Board meets in the district 
office at 5:45 p.m.
• Information Fair, 
sponsored by the Wakulla 
Senior Center, will be held 
at the center from 10 a.m. 
to noon.
• Sopchoppy Lions Club 
meets at the Sopchoppy 
School at 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 18

• Sarracenia Chapter of 
the Florida Native Plant 

Society, 6:30 p.m. – 
Wakulla Co. Library.   UF/
IFAS training coordinator 
with the Invasive Species 
Citizen Science Project, 
Christian Wanamaker, 
will be discussing in-
vasive plants that harm 
our ecosystems.  Learn 
more about these plants 
and how they can be 
mapped and managed.  
A follow-up field trip is 
planned.  For Zoom link, 
email:  Sarracenia.nps@
gmail.com.   Free and 
open to the public.

Friday, Nov. 21

• Darryl Hance will 
perform Florida rock ‘n’ 
roll at Palaver Tree. Doors 
open at 7 p.m., show starts 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10 
in advance or #$15 at the 
door.

Sunday, Nov. 23

• Swamp Coast – old time 
folk, country and blues 
– will be performed at 
Palaver Tree Theater from 
2:30 to 4:30 p.m. It’s a pay-
what-you-can event.

Thursday, Nov. 27

•  HAPPY THANKSGIV-
ING!

Friday, Nov. 28

• BLACK FRIDAY – Shop 
local.

On the Horizon
The calendar of events for November

CORBIN
 SYSTEMS

Commercial & Residential

Security Systems
Cameras
Smart Home Technology
Monotoring
Wireless & Networking
Audio/Visual Systems
Sound Systems

Digital Signage
Biometrics
Data Cabling
Fiber Optics
Access Control
Gates

850 491-6277 
Locally Owned and Operated • Insured – Licensed Contractors • Alarm Lic#EF20001549 Low Volt Lic#ES12001531

24 hours a day/
7 days a 
week

Local Wakulla Attorney • Local Resident & Neighbor

Services
2Estate Planning
2Civil Litigation
2Corporate Formation
2Asset Protection

2Contract Drafting & Review
2Probate & Trust Administration
2Government Consulting
2Insurance Claims

Practice Areas
2Wills & Trusts
2Lawsuits
2Probate Cases

2Administrative Law
2Business Law
2Corporations

561-371-2848 Sean@gellislaw.com www.GellisLaw.com

State & Federal 
Government 

& Admin PracticeOffi ce 2931 Crawfordville Hwy

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member
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By BRIAN ENGLISH

On July 4, the One 
Big Beautiful Bill was 
signed into law at a 
White House cere-
mony. This domestic 
policy bill extends 
the 2017 tax cuts set 
to expire this year, 
making some of those 
rules permanent. The 
bill also creates sev-
eral new tax laws for 
individuals while ad-
dressing other tax 
issues for business-
es.1,2

It might be a good 
time to check with 
your tax, legal, or ac-
counting profession-
al about the changes 
in the law. Some will 
start this year, while 
other changes will 
kick in in 2026. Like 
previous tax laws, 
some new rules are 
scheduled to expire, 
while others are per-
manent. Here’s a look 
at changes expected 
to impact most tax 
filers shortly.

TAXES

One key feature of 
the One Big Beauti-
ful Bill Act is the ex-
tension and revision 
of some of the tax 
laws that were part 
of the 2017 Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act (TCJA). 
Here’s a quick sum-
mary of the three 
changes we found the 
most interesting:

EXTENSION OF 
TAX RATES

The bill extends 
the current tax rates 
of the 12 percent, 22 
percent, 24 percent, 
32 percent, and 37 

percent brackets, re-
spectively. Had the 
TCJA expired, the 
rates would have re-
verted to 15, 25, 28, 
33, and 39.6 percent. 
The sixth tax brack-
et stayed the same 
at a 35 percent tax 
rate.1,2

STANDARD 
DEDUCTION

It also increased 
the standard de-
duction to $15,750 
for single filers and 
$31,500 for those fil-
ing jointly for 2025. 
Both are slightly ris-
ing from the current 
rate. Note: The stan-
dard deduction will 
adjust for inflation 
starting next year.1,2

STATE AND LOCAL 
TAX DEDUCTION 

(SALT)

The SALT will in-
crease to $40,000 
in 2025 and will in-
crease 1 percent an-
nually until 2030. 
However, in 2030, it 
will revert to $10,000. 
Note: SALT has a 
$500,000 threshold 
for single and mar-
ried filers.1,2

THE “BONUS” 
DEDUCTION

The new “bonus” 
deduction for older 
Americans has re-
ceived much atten-
tion since the One 
Big Beautiful Bill 
Act became law on 
July 4. Here’s what’s 
changing for seniors 
with the new bill. 
Starting in 2025, the 
bill provides a $6,000 
bonus deduction for 
filers 65 and up in 
addition to the stan-
dard deduction avail-
able to all taxpayers. 
The new rule will also 
affect unmarried/
non-surviving spous-
es. The deduction 
begins to phase out 
for individuals with 
incomes starting at 
$75,000, or joint fil-

ers with an income of 
$150,000. It phases 
out completely for 
individuals earning 
more than $175,000 
and couples earn-
ing $250,000. Note: 
The bonus deduction 
ends in 2028.1,2

CHILD TAX 
CREDIT

Starting in 2025, 
the child tax credit of 
$2,000 will increase 
to $2,200. The cred-
it also has a COLA 
(cost-of-living adjust-
ment) attached.1,2

DEPENDENT CARE

The bill, which will 
take effect in 2026, 
increases the de-
pendent care flexible 
spending account 
limit from $5,000 to 
$7,500. It also raises 
the maximum per-
centage of qualified 
expenses for depen-
dent care from 35 
percent to 50 per-
cent.1,2

AMERICAN FAMILY 
ACCOUNT

The government 
will make a one-time 
$1,000 payment into 
an account for ba-
bies born between 
2025 and 2028. Note: 
Parents can add up 
to $5,000/year. No 
withdrawals are al-
lowed before age 
18.1,2

529 EXPANSION

The bill extends 
the 529 umbrella 
to cover nontuition 
expenses related to 
elementary or sec-
ondary school atten-
dance. In addition, 
starting in 2026, the 
cap for tuition-relat-
ed expenses increas-
es from $10,000 to 
$20,000.1,2

NEW CAR LOANS

Between 2025 and 
2028, a $10,000 de-

duction on new car 
loan interest will be 
available, but some 
limitations will apply 
(such as the car need-
ing to be brand-new). 
First, the deduction 
will be reduced if 
your gross income 
exceeds $100,000, or 
$200,000 if you are 
married. The car’s 
final assembly must 
occur in the U.S. to 
qualify for the deduc-
tion.1,2

ELECTRIC 
VEHICLE (EV) 

SUBSIDIES

Some home im-
provements (such as 
windows) and resi-
dential energy cred-
its (adding solar) end 
after December 31, 
2025. EV credits for 
new and used cars 
end after September 
30, 2025.1,2

SMALL BUSINESS 
DEDUCTIONS

The new law per-
manently establishes 
a deduction of up to 
20 percent of quali-
fied business income 
for sole proprietor-
ships, partnerships, 
and S-corps.1,2

100 PERCENT 
EXPENSING OF 
CAPITAL AND

FACTORY 
INVESTMENTS

The bill restores 
the provision that 
allows businesses 
to expense 100 per-
cent of capital in-
vestments made on 
or after January 19, 
2025. However, some 
limitations may ap-
ply.1,2

1099-K

The new law sets 
the reporting lim-
its at $20,000 and 
200 transactions for 
transactions on cash 
apps. Note: The rule 
starts in 2025. It 
rolls back the $600 

threshold set in pre-
vious legislation.1,2

NO TAX ON TIPS

A new $25,000 de-
duction for tips start-
ing in 2025 and end-
ing in 2028 is part 
of the new law. The 
deduction is reduced 
if your gross income 
exceeds $150,000, 
or $300,000 if you 
are married and fil-
ing jointly. Note: The 
tax on tips provision 
is allowed, even if you 
take the standard de-
duction.1,2

NO TAX ON 
OVERTIME

New overtime de-
ductions were creat-
ed, starting in 2025 
and ending in 2028. 
These comprise a 
$12,500 deduction 
(single filers) and a 
$25,000 deduction 
(married filing joint-
ly). Note: Like no tax 
on tips, the deduc-
tion reduces if your 
gross income ex-
ceeds $150,000, or 
$300,000 if married 
filing jointly.1,2

CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTION RE-

CORDKEEPING

Charitable contri-
butions of $1,000 for 
individual filers and 
$2,000 for married 
couples filing joint-
ly are now deduct-
ible, even if you don’t 
itemize your deduc-
tions.1,2

ESTATE AND GIFT 
TAX EXEMPTION

The bill increases 
the estate and gift tax 
exemption starting in 
2026. This year, it 
is capped at $13.99 
million for single fil-
ers and $27.98 mil-
lion for married filing 
jointly. In 2026, it 
will increase to $15 
million for single fil-
ers and $30 million 
for married filing 

jointly. Note: The ex-
emption will increase 
with inflation.1,2

A NOTE ON 
ESTATE 

MANAGEMENT

Ever since the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017, there has been 
an ongoing concern 
that the estate and 
gift tax exemption 
would revert to the 
2017 level in 2025. 
Although the new 
bill extends the rule, 
it may change again 
sometime in the fu-
ture. Often, the best 
approach to estate 
management is pro-
active.1,2

The new bill has 
added complexity to 
the tax code, so I an-
ticipate the IRS will 
issue guidelines for 
interpreting the up-
dated rules later this 
year. Please reach 
out if you have any 
questions, and I’ll 
pass along any infor-
mation I might have. 
I would also encour-
age you to speak with 
your tax, legal, or ac-
counting professional 
before making any 
adjustments based 
on tax updates in the 
One Big Beautiful 
Bill.

1. CNBC.com, July 
3, 2025.

2. Congress.gov, 
August 21, 2025.

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 
926-7487. 

Securities and 
investment advi-
sory services of-
fered through Osaic 
Wealth, Inc. member 
FINRA/SIPC. Osaic 
Wealth is separately 
owned and other en-
tities and/or market-
ing names, products 
or services referenced 
here are independent 
of Osaic Wealth. Osa-
ic Wealth does not 
provide tax or legal 
advice.

The One Big Beautiful Bill and you

Whether it’s buying or selling a primary home 
or your next vacation home in Wakulla County 

and the surrounding areas,
I’d be honored to be your Realtor®!

www.theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthfl orida            theamericandreamnorthfl orida

angie brookeANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

hope webbH O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

je�alynn marksJESSALYNN MARKS
REALTOR®

850.510.5377
Jessalynn@theamericandream.house

850-766-3675

Your local 
source for news
Subscribe online!
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES storage

masonry

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

772-486-8110
Pool Services, LLC

Locally Owned & Operated Lic. & Ins.

FREE ESTIMATES
A� ordable 

Pricing
Pool Services, LLCPool Services, LLCPool Services, LLCPool Services, LLCPool Services, LLCPool Services, LLC

ASIS QUALITY 
POOL 
CLEANING 

850528-2371 or 
850926-7461

20+ Years Experience

P�� G����’� 
L��� S������

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

WE DO IT ALL!

Call us for all your 
outdoor projects!

FREE Q�����!

• L��� C�������            
• L����������  
• I���������       
• S�� • M������� 
• B��� H������          
• D��������
• C������� I�����������
• R��� M�������

T��� T�������, 
T������ W��� ��� 
L��� M����������

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Floating Flooring
Laminate 

& Vinyl

Installation Services:

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

850-566-9293 CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com • LarsonPark.com

Carol Ann 
Williams

Specializing in 
Wakulla Co., Leon Co. 

and Franklin Co. Broker Associate,-
Realtor  

Local In-Person S e r v i c e • Or email or text me

arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Listing Properties for 
Sale or Manage!

4,500 Sq. Ft. COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING for  Lease. Brand 

New Construction, ½ mile from 
High School on 5 Acres. Call 

David McQuary, Broker / Owner 
850-510-1035.

3,600 Sq. Ft. New Commercial 
Building SEEKING – 

OPERATOR / MANAGER or 
OWNER. Great  location for a 

DAYCARE CENTER 
On 5 beautiful fenced acres with 

playground ½ mile from high 
school. Call Davis McQuary 

Broker / Owner 850-510-1035.

Real Estate for Lease

Since 1985

S T O R A G E
AB C

519-5128 • 508-5177 - 3743 Crawfordville Hwy 
2 MILES SOUTH OF THE COURTHOUSE

Mini-Warehouses - Boats - RV’s 

Your One-Stop Shop for
Home & Commercial Energy Solutions
Looking to power your home or business 

With clean, efficient solutions?
Sun-Vena has you covered!

8Solar Power System
8Battery Storage
8Roof Replacement
8Water Filtration System
8Pool Pumps & Water Pumps
8Water Heaters
8Home Security Systems

Contact: Daniel Kinsey
Longtime Resident& Neighbor

850-518-0238
doctordanielkinsey@yahoo.com

Services available to ALL Homeowners.
Let us help you upgrade your home with smart, 

sustainable solutions.
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Find a REALTOR®

Barber ShoppeSpice it  up for 
the holidays
Come see us…

 XOXO!!! 

at ROSE ALLEY

 XOXO XOXO!!!
(850) 926-4282 2543 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY. CRAWFORDVILLE Joni Jeanne Brenda Misty Gerald

By ALLEN GERRELL

In 1843, the ex-
isting St. Marks 
light house as we 
know it was built. 
In 1939, Mark Boyd, 
renowned historian 
of this area wrote in 
the Florida Histor-
ical Quarterly that 
the St. Marks light 
house was built from 
stones taken from 
the old fort at the 
junction of the St. 
Marks and Wakulla 
River. This he had 
taken from word of 
mouth from the Ladd 
brothers who lived in 
St. Marks at the time 
of his writing. Today 
this is written on a 
plaque erected at 
the St. Marks light 
house.

But! Was it true?
In 1856, it took an 

act of Congress and a 
President’s signature 
to tear down the old 
Spanish fort at the 
junction of the St. 
Marks and Wakul-
la rivers. It was torn 
down to build a Ma-
rine Hospital for the 
sick sailors which 
at that time were 
coming in from all 
over the world. The 
general population 
wanted to quaran-

tine the sailors away 
from them. 

By 1857, the Ma-
rine Hospital was 

complete and at that 
time there were over 
50,000 bales of cot-
ton a year being ex-

ported from the St. 
Marks port. 

Add on top of that 
the fact that the 

Spanish Fort was 
occupied during 
the 1840s. The In-
dian War was still 

on going. A tavern 
was at the junction 
of the rivers, with 
several people liv-
ing in the old fort, 
with wharves up and 
down the river front.  

Would they have 
let someone tear 
down their house 
to construct a light-
house? 

The location of St. 
Marks as we know it 
was just coming in to 
use with the comple-
tion of the railroad in 
1836. So, the town 
had not fully moved 
to the new location 
in 1840. An 1840 
survey found in Cur-
tis Shields’ truck 
after he passed 
away showed exten-
sive population of 
the fort site during 
1840.

Examination of 
the old records do 
not state where the 
stones for the light 
house came from, 
so Mark Boyd took 
the word of the lo-
cals to be the truth. 

But as I stated, 
the old fort was still 
standing in 1850 
when the locals 
went to build a hos-
pital for the sailors. 
So where did the 

A theory about the St. Marks Lighthouse
FROM THE WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

An excerpt from Allen Gerrell’s book ‘The Civil War and St. Marks’

George Washington Sully watercolor painting of Fort St. Marks circa 1830, prior to the town moving upriver 
to its current location. Courtesy of the Archives and West Florida History Center, University of West Florida.

George Washington Sully was born in Norfolk, 
Virginia, in October 1816. He was the fifth child 
and third son of Ann Hendree Sully and Chester 
Sully, a cotton merchant who was the brother of 
the noted portraitist Thomas Sully. In the 1820s, 
Sully and his family moved to Florida, which had 
just been acquired by the United States from 

Spain. 
Sully’s first known watercolors – views of Ber-

muda and other islands – were possibly done as 
the family moved from Virginia to Florida in 1829. 
From 1829 to 1833 the Sully family lived in the 
Florida panhandle, probably at Magnolia, a vil-
lage on the St. Marks River just south of Tallahas-
see, which was permanently abandoned during 
the Seminole War. Sully may have served in that 
war in 1833.

A note on G.W. Sully
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The St. Marks Lighthouse.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone

Turn to Page 3

“It’s a New Day”
$1 One Section

Our 2nd Year 30th IssueThursday, July 27, 2023

Locally Owned 
   & Operated

1 96852 36013 0

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Partly Cloudy
Partly Cloudy

Saturday

Sunrise 6:54 AMSunset 8:33 PM

Sunrise 6:53 AMSunset 8:33 PM

Sunrise 6:53 AMSunset 8:34 PM
Hi: 89º Lo: 76º   41%
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Hi: 92º Lo: 75º   21%

WeatherSTEM
WAKULLA

Friday
Thursday

Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non-profi t supports law enforcement offi cers injured on the job

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.
Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 

after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.
Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 

unsuccessful.
According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 

been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
Page 13

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.
 Harvey had been set 

to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.
He is scheduled for 

sentencing on Sept. 7.
Harvey is charged 

with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.
Assistant State Attor-

ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.
The matter started af-

ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 
But the Rotary incident 

prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.
The staff member went 

to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.
 In April 2020, Harvey 

was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.
During the FDLE in-

vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.
Asked by the news-

paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.
Harvey’s statutory 

salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.
Harvey had done 

payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping; a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses, high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.
Names and other details were not released by 

the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 

the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.
“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 

be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.
“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.
But it also could mean a short-term increase 

in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.
Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-

ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.
The state announced last month that a “road-

killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for Musical
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Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.
Florida’s Gulf Coast is 

the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.
According to prelim-

inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.
March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SOPCHOPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SN
OWDEN 

Editor

The resentenc
ing of 

Guerry Wayne H
ertz and 

Jason Looney 
on mur-

der charges i
s sched-

uled to get und
erway on 

June 19 with ju
ry selec-

tion.
The question 

before 

jurors will be 
whether 

or not Hertz an
d Looney 

should be sent
enced to 

death for the 19
97 mur-

ders of Melan
ie King 

and Keith Sp
ears. At 

their 1999 tri
al, Hertz 

and Looney we
re found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree
 murder 

and, by a vote
 of 10-2, 

the jury recom
mended 

death, which 
was or-

dered by the co
urt.

(A third man in
volved 

in the murde
rs, Jim-

my Dempsey, 
testified 

against Hertz 
and Loo-

ney at the tria
l in ex-

change for a se
ntence of 

life in prison.)

The only issu
e be-

fore the jurors
 will be 

whether to rec
ommend 

a death sente
nce. The 

guilt of Hertz 
and Loo-

ney is not at is
sue, and 

they will neve
r be re-

leased from pri
son even 

if a jury recom
mends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, ther

e was 

not a require
ment in 

Florida for a un
animous 

jury verdict for
 a death 

sentence. The 
case was 

sent back for a
 re-do of 

the death pena
lty phase 

and has been 
pending 

for several year
s.

In this year’s L
egisla-

tive session, in 
response 

to the lack of 
a unan-

imous jury ve
rdict for 

the death pena
lty at the 

trial of Parkla
nd High 

School shooter
 Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida la
wmakers 

changed the sta
ndard to 

an 8-4 vote for 
death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Her
tz, noted 

at a docket 
sounding 

hearing on We
dnesday, 

June 7, that 
the de-

fense team ha
d antic-

ipated a chang
e in the 

law on jury verd
icts, but 

had anticipated
 the law 

would go into 
effect on 

Oct. 1 – which
 is why 

the defense ha
d agreed 

to set the rese
ntencing 

for June 19. T
he Flori-

da Legislature m
ade the 

change in jury
 verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears-King murders 25 years ago, will have a re-do of the death penalty phase of their trial
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Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

Warned by their
 accountant tha

t they are facing
 

financial ruin if 
they don’t do so

mething, St. Ma
rks 

City Commissi
oners voted to

 raise sewer ra
tes 

75% – which w
ould translate 

to a $46 increa
se 

per month on r
esidential utilit

y bills.

It was roughly
 estimated tha

t the increase
 

would translate
 into an additio

nal $183,000 in
to 

the city’s utility
 fund.

City commissio
ners voted 3-1 

for the increase
, 

with the motio
n made by Dan

 Albers, second
ed 

by Paula Bell,
 and supporte

d by Mayor Pa
ul 

Sheddan. Steve
 Remke was the

 lone vote again
st 

the increase. R
emke had mad

e a motion ear
lier 

for a 50% incre
ase that was se

conded by Bell 
for 

discussion and
 was ultimately

 voted down 1-
3. 

City Commissio
n Sharon Rudd

 was absent du
e 

to illness.
The meeting roo

m at City Hall w
as full of citizens

 

on Thursday, J
une 8, but none

 seemed especia
lly 

upset by the sh
arp increase in

 rates. 

One citizen did 
suggest that the

re must be mon
-

ey to cut, and M
ayor Sheddan a

ppeared irritate
d 

at the comment
. The mayor rep

lied that city co
m-

missioners had
 cut everything 

they could think
 of, 

but there was 
no way to mak

e enough finan
cial 

cuts to get out 
of the problem.

 Several residen
ts 

in the audience
 suggested just

 going ahead w
ith 

a 100% increas
e to get the pai

n over with.

It was noted tha
t the city had be

en slow to raise
 

its utility rates
 – there had on

ly been a 12% 
in-

crease over the 
past several yea

rs, which would
n’t 

be enough to k
eep up with inf

lation.

As part of finan
cial cuts, the c

ity commission
 

has cut the pay
 of City Manage

r Zoe Mansfield
 and 

Ethel Jefferson
 by going to a fo

ur-day workwe
ek.

Mayor Shedda
n was also pr

epared at the
 

meeting to sug
gest a reorgani

zation of city s
taff 

by removing P
ublic Works fr

om under the 
city  

manager, and a
ltering the title 

of the city mana
ger 

to administrati
ve manager.

City Attorney Ro
n Mowrey told S

heddan that the
 

city charter ref
ers specifically

 to a city mana
ger 

position and du
ties. He said in

terference by c
ity 

commissioners
 in the city man

ager’s duties wa
s a 

first-degree mis
demeanor. Mow

rey told Shedda
n 

that the change
 he was propos

ing would requ
ire 

advertising and
 then a referend

um for city vote
rs 

to approve.
Sheddan appea

red disappointe
d in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’
s last meeting 

as city attorney
. 

He had represe
nted St. Marks

 for many years
. 

He told city com
missioners tha

t he had prac-

ticed law for 54
 years and wou

ld turn 80 in th
e 

summer, sayin
g it was time fo

r him to retire.

In another mat
ter, Shadrach H

ines of the St. 

Marks Waterfr
onts committe

e announced t
he 

group had rais
ed enough mo

ney for Fourth
 of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said
 the city’s first c

ommunity mar
-

ket was a succ
ess. The next o

ne is set for Ju
ne 

24 from 9 a.m.
 to 1 p.m.

Robyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

The Wakulla S
prings 

Alliance made
 a pitch 

to the county’s
 Charter 

Review Commi
ttee for a 

proposed ballot
 initiative 

that would exp
and the 

Wakulla Spring
s pro-

tection area o
r create 

a Spring Creek
 special 

planning area.

The Charter R
eview 

Committee has bee
n 

meeting over 
the past 

few months to
 look at 

possible chang
es to the 

county’s govern
ing doc-

ument. It is re
quired to 

be reviewed e
very 10 

years.
Chad  Hanso

n ,  a 

member of the
 Wakulla 

Springs Allian
ce, did a 

PowerPoint pre
sentation 

at the Charte
r Review 

Committee’s m
eeting on 

Tuesday, June
 6 at the 

community cen
ter.

Hanson’s pre
senta-

tion went thro
ugh the 

historical deg
radation 

of the springs
 due to 

nitrogen in grou
ndwater 

from septic sys
tems and 

the City of Talla
hassee’s 

Tram Road sp
rayfield. 

It reached th
e point 

in 2008 that t
he state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protect
ion 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologic
ally im-

paired.”
Hanson noted

 that 

there has bee
n some 

recovery in rece
nt years, 

“but it’s nowh
ere near 

where it should
 be.”

The implicatio
ns of 

expanding th
e zone 

would be, for vu
lnerable 

areas in the ba
sin map, 

which includes
 much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater tr
eatment 

standards fo
r septic 

tanks, with se
wer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as t
wo units 

per acre on sep
tic, or no 

more than five
 units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map ame
ndments 

for  more tha
n 1 unit 

on 2 acres (o
n sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS
) without 

enforceable dev
elopment 

agreement.
Some members

 of the 

Charter Revie
w Com-

mittee questio
ned if 

expanding the
 springs 

protection zone
 was an 

appropriate iss
ue – with 

committee mem
ber An-

drew Riddle, w
ho also 

chairs the coun
ty plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson
 is also 

a member), as
ked if it 

wasn’t more pr
operly an  

issue to be ad
dressed 

in the county’s
 compre-

hensive plan. R
iddle also 

questioned the 
impact of 

such a change o
n county 

building regula
tions.

Committee m
ember 

John Shuff no
ted that 

the Wakulla Sp
rings ba-

sin encompass
es 1,300 

square miles –
 much of 

which is in Leo
n Coun-

ty – and questio
ned why 

Leon doesn’t he
lp shoul-

der the burden
 of clean-

ing up the 7,0
00 septic 

tanks in its jur
isdiction.

Committee m
ember 

Lynn Artz wen
t forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expa
nsion of 

the springs pr
otection 

zone as a ballot
 question 

– and the mo
tion was 

seconded by co
mmittee 

member David 
Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell e
xpressed 

disappointmen
t at the 

motion and said
 it should 

properly be bro
ught up 

on next month’
s agenda 

as new busine
ss. Artz 

withdrew her m
otion.

At the end of the
 meet-

ing, County Adm
inistra-

tor David Edw
ards ex-

pressed his opi
nion that 

expansion of th
e springs 

protection zon
e would 

have major imp
lications. 

He pointed to
 the im-

pact on the Craw
fordville 

Town Plan and
 said the 

change would 
take the 

county’s zonin
g regula-

tions and toss 
them out 

the window.
“It would paraly

ze the 

county from a
 growth 

perspective,” 
Edwards 

said.
The issue of

 DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$40 per 

year
in county

From Previous Page

stone for the light 
house come from?

In 1783 when the 
British took posses-
sion of the Florida 
Territory and came 
to St. Marks, they 
found across the 
Wakulla River from 
the Spanish fort, 
a stone tower that 
had been built by 
the Spanish for pro-
tection of the stone 
workers who quar-
ried the rocks from 
the ground there. 

They left a very 
detailed description 
of this tower in their 
records stating the 
tower was 26 feet 
by 26 feet and 45 
feet tall. The upper 
floors were decaying 
by the time the Brit-
ish took possession 
of the territory and 
they found no use 
for it during their 
stay. 

An 1840’s map 
shows the old tow-
er still on the loca-
tion of the quarry 
site across the riv-
er from the Span-
ish fort with a road 
leading right to the 
site. This road had 
been constructed by 
the Spanish in 1639 
when they were 
quarrying the rock 
and portions of the 
quarry and road can 
still be seen today if 

you know where to 
look. 

The St. Marks 
light house was 
built in 1843, and 
after the 1840 map 
there is no record 
of anything being 
in that area until 
the Civil War when 
a Confederate Bat-
tery occupied it for a 
short time in 1862.

Today the area is 
part of the Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge 
isolated and very 
dense in forest. 

Unless you know 
where to look and 
what you are look-
ing for, you can miss 
the gapping square 
holes cut into the 
ground by the quar-
ry works. These 
holes today are full 
of years of mud and 
vegetation that have 
taken them over. 
No sign of any tow-
er existing can be 
found today. There 
is no foundation, 
just nothing but the 
holes in the ground.

It has been my 
theory for years that 
the St. Marks light 
house was con-
structed from the 
stone taken from 
the fort at the junc-
tion of the St. Marks 
and Wakulla rivers 
just like Mark Boyd 
wrote, but not the 
Spanish fort where 
the Marine hospi-

tal was construct-
ed, but from the old 
Spanish tower that 
was across the riv-
er. 

The foundation 
cannot be found to-
day and the records 
show that the size 
of the tower and 
the size of the light 
house frame were 
close in size, and 
with a road already 
constructed to the 
tower site it would 
not have taken 
much to get these 
stones to the light 
house area and re-
construct them as 
they had laid for 
centuries up the St. 
Marks River. This 
light house that 
the Spanish con-
structed in 1639 to 
protect their work-
ers while quarrying 
stone could be seen 
for miles at sea be-
cause it was white, 
sticking up above 
all the tree line in 
the area, the same 
as the light house 
does today. 

So why destroy a 
perfectly good oc-
cupied fort, when 
you already have an 
existing light house 
not in use that could 
be moved closer to 
the coast and recon-
structed as we know 
it today.

This Spanish tow-
er constructed in 

1639 would have 
been the first light 
house constructed 
in the United States, 
and with second 
and third floors 
with people living on 
them, lights would 
have to be used at 
night making it a 
light house with 
open windows to-
ward the coast that 
could be seen for 
miles at sea. These 
open windows also 
helped keep the 
mosquito popula-
tion from invading 
their dwelling.

There were two 
stones erected at 
the fort’s site by the 
Spanish, one with 
the inscription that 
construction began 
in 1639. These were 
found being used as 
steps on the tavern 
at the junction of 

the rivers by Rich-
ard Keith Call in 
1836 and taken to 
his house where 
they remained un-
til after his death, 
when they were 
purchased by Rail-
road tycoon Henry 
Flagler and incorpo-
rated into his house 
in Fort Lauderdale, 
where they still are 
today. 

I have found very 
few records to back 
up my light house 
theory, but only 
common sense tells 
me it would have 
been done this way.

This story is in-
cluded in the writ-
ings of Allen Ger-
rell’s “The Civil 
War and St. Marks” 
submitted with his 
permission by the 
Wakulla County 
Historical Society. 
Mr. Gerrell’s writ-
ings are available to 
view at the Wakul-
la County Museum 
at 24 High Drive, 
Crawfordville, Flor-
ida. The Museum is 
open Thursday and 
Friday 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

St. Marks Lighthouse 

40 + Vendors, Food Trucks
Music by Bruce Graybeal

Saturday, November 29
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The Trumpet Is Sounding, Yet No One Is Alarmed

In 2003, the United 
States was put on “Orange 
Alert“, indicating a high 
risk of terrorist attacks on 
America by Homeland 
Security. They wanted 
Americans to assemble a 
kit, with enough supplies 
to survive three days. The 
kit should include clothes, 
sleeping bags, food, wa-
ter, and basic emergency 
supplies such as medicine 
and batteries. The practice 
of communities keeping 
watch and warning their 
citizens, is as old as time. 
A frequent scene in the Old 
Testament, is of watch-
men stationed on hills 
outside a community. No 
one knew when enemies 
would attack.  The suc-
cess of an enemy attack 
depended on the element 
of surprise. Occasionally, 
a watchman would burst 
into the community and 
shout “Set the trumpet to 
your lips, sound the alarm, 
the foe is here.” As shown 
in Hosea 8:1. The trumpet 
would blast its warning 
through the land, and the 

peace of the night would 
be shattered. Much later 
in history, in World War II, 
sirens warned communi-
ties of impending air raids. 
These sirens saved thou-
sands of lives by warning 
people to seek safety and 
shelter. Going back to the 
Old Testament, the proph-
et Amos described Israel 
and how they had become 
rebellious toward God. Je-
roboam corrupted the wor-
ship in Bethel by putting 
idols in the house of God 
and making priests of un-
qualified men. To awaken 
the people to their sinful 
condition, and cause them 
to turn back to God, God 
sent a series of calami-
ties including economic 
collapse, drought, crop 
disease, locusts, plague, 
and warfare:  we can read 
about this in Amos 4:10. 
God sent Amos to explain 
the calamities and warn 
them that unless they re-
turned to God, they would 
be destroyed. In Amos 3:6, 
we have Israel’s response 
to God’s warning. “Shall 
a trumpet be blown in the 
city, and the people not 
be afraid?” It was incred-
ible to Amos that people 
were alarmed by the trum-
pet warning of enemies 
but were not alarmed by 
the warnings of God. The 
words of Amos, are as 
appropriate for America 
today, as they were for 
Israel. Our country is in a 

moral free fall. God has 
been phased out of public 
schools and courts. Abor-
tions, drugs, and gambling 
are each multi-billion-dollar 
businesses. The divorce 
rate soars, and today it is 
considered normal to live 
together without marriage. 
Yet, God warns, that those 
who do “such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom 
of God.” (Galatians 5:21) 
We have suffered calam-
ities that should awaken 
us to God’s warnings, and 
the need to turn back to 
God. We have seen re-
cord droughts, floods, tor-
nadoes, hurricanes, and 
earthquakes that have 
caused unparalleled de-
struction.  While the Lord 
warns us, “Behold, I come 
as a thief. Blessed is he 
that watches.” (Revela-
tions 16:15) Today, God is 
sounding the trumpet.  Is 
anyone listening?   

Contact Info: Robert W. 
Kornegay   oysterbaychur-
chofchrist@gmail.com

Oyster Bay Church of 
Christ

1044 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville, Florida
Come worship with us 

each Sunday @10:00 am   
Oyster Bay 
Church of Christ 
1044 Shadeville Road 
Crawfordville, Florida  
PearlsOfWisdomOnline.org

Robert W. Kornegay, Sr.

  
 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY PRESENTS 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

ST. MARKS SCHOOL 
REUNION 

NOVEMBER 11, 2025 
REUNION – 5 P.M. 
PROGRAM – 6 P.M. 

 

THERE WILL BE A PANEL OF 
STUDENTS FROM THE 40S, 50S, AND 

60S WITH ADMIN FROM ADULT 
AND PRE K ALONG WITH COAST 

SCHOOL.  
 

**THE PROGRAM WILL BE HELD 
AT COAST CHARTER SCHOOL 

 
 

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED 
For more information  

call 850-926-1110 
 

Did you know that the  
St. Marks School has had 

three lives? Built in 1938 as 
a primary school, restored 

in 1975 as an adult 
education center, and is 
currently being used as a 
charter school grades 1-8. 

HAPPY
Wishing everyone a
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CLUES ACROSS 
  1. Long piece of 
squared timber
  5. Emaciation
 10. “Bewitched” 
boss Larry
 14. Combining 
form meaning “dif-
ferent”
 15. Current unit 
equal to 10 amperes
 16. Older
 17. Large, stocky 
lizard
 18. Ringworm
 19. Actor Pitt
 20. Indian hand 
clash cymbals
 22. Data at rest
 23. Jeweled head-
dress
 24. Indicators of 
when stories were 
written
 27. Check
 30. Cigarette 
(slang)
 31. Arctic explorers 
(abbr.)
 32. Yearly tonnage 
(abbr.)
 35. Delivered a 
speech
 37. A place to bathe
 38. Postmen deliver it
 39. Surface in ge-
ometry

 40. More (Spanish)
 41. __ and Venzetti
 42. Exclamation at 
the end of a prayer
 43. Hawaiian dish
 44. Aggressively 
proud men
 45. Fellow
 46. Mark Wahlberg 
comedy
 47. Mock
 48. When you 
expect to get some-
where
 49. Songs
 52. Pair of small 
hand drums
 55. Play
 56. Sword
 60. Evergreens and 
shrubs genus
 61. Filmed
 63. Italian Seaport
 64. Ancient king-
dom near Dead Sea
 65. Pores in a leaf
 66. U. of Miami 
mascot is one
 67. Snakelike fishes
 68. Pretended to be
 69. Body part
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Piece of felted 
material
  2. Ancient Greek 
City

  3. Aquatic plant
  4. Potentially 
harmful fungus 
(Brit. sp.)
  5. Body art (slang)
  6. One who fol-
lows the rules
  7. Ordinary
  8. Honorably re-
tired from assigned 
duties and retaining 
one’s title
  9. Relaxing space
 10. Japanese socks
 11. Indian city
 12. Rip
 13. Icelandic book
 21. Satisfies
 

23. Where golfers 
begin
 25. Small amount
 26. Snag
 27. Determine the 
sum of
 28. A distinctive 
smell
 29. Exposed to 
view
 32. Stain or blem-
ish
 33. Small loop in 
embroidery
 34. River herring 
genus
 36. Large beer
 37. Deep, red-
brown sea bream

 38. Partner to 
cheese
 40. At a deliberate 
pace
 41. Gurus
 43. Of each
 44. Angry
 46. Popular beverage
 47. Flower cluster
 49. Blocks
 50. Those who ben-
efitted from efforts 
of relatives (slang)
 51. Polio vaccine 
developer

 52. A (usually) 
large and scholarly 
book
 53. Popular soap 
ingredient
 54. NBAer Bradley
 57. Popular movie 
about a pig
 58. Musician Clap-
ton
 59. Not a sure thing
 61. Recipe mea-
surement (abbr.)
 62. Father
 

Crossword_ __

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the mo-
ment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear 
by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or 
services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth. Osaic Wealth does not provide tax or legal advice. 

(850) 926-7487  

www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com
139 Council Moore Road, Crawfordville FL

It All Starts With A Conversation

Your Hometown Financial Advisors

Presenter: 
Vinny Minutolo, CFS
Retirement Consultant 
and Regional Vice Pres-
ident for Allianz Life

Vinny Minutolo is a Region-
al Vice President with Allianz 
Life located in Central & North 
Florida. 
He’s been in the Financial In-
dustry since 2007 and has 
worked for companies such 
as Lincoln & Franklin Temple-
ton. 
He graduated from USF with 
a degree in Finance in 2006 
and lives with his wife and 
two dogs in Tampa.

The presentation will cover the OBBBA (AKA 
Big Beautiful Bill) and how the changes might 
impact people in ways such as taxes, social 
security, and other areas of their � nancial lives. 
This presentation is meant to give an overview of 
some of the key items of the bill.

RSVP: Contact our of� ce 
at (850) 926-7487 

by Monday, November 10, 2025 
Limited Seating. RSVP Required.

November Workshop
One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
Thursday, November 13, 2025 at 6 PM-7 PM 

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest
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