
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

Clayton Bania is referred to as a 
Plant Doctor. Receiving his doctor-
ate degree in Plant Medicine from 
the University of Florida, Bania is 
serving as the County Extension Di-
rector, and Agent of Horticulture and 
Small Farms at UF/IFAS Extension 
in Wakulla. 

Bania looks forward to working 
with the Wakulla community to 
make it a better place to live through 
providing education in agriculture, 
horticulture, leadership, and entre-
preneurship. 

“Because Florida is changing as 
a state, where even Wakulla was 
primarily agriculture, I will be work-
ing through these changes keeping 
agriculture as primary focus,” he 
says. “However, I will be working 
equally heavy on developing and PH
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Clayton Bania
Wakulla County Extension Director

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa
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850-926-5919
FAMILYFHC.COM

3106 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

at Harvey Young Chapel

Why Pre-Plan

Trusted Local Family

FOR YOUR FAMILY, FOR YOURSELF, 
     FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family

Young
Clayton Bania in front of the mural at the extension office.

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

YOU’RE IN KRAFT COUNTRY

MAHAN DRIVE TALLAHASSEE, FL • kraftnissan.com

LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!

BUY 3 TIRES 
GET THE 4TH

FREE!!!*

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER HOUSEHOLD. MAY NOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
*MUST BE DEALER INSTALLED. INSTALLATION AND BALANCE EXTRA.

SCAN HERE 
TO SET 

YOUR OWN 
APPOINTMENT

KRAFT NISSAN - HAS THE
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES...
• 0% FOR 60 MONTHS ON

SOME 2026 NISSANS
• THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS 

IN CUS TOMER CASH ON               
SELECT VEHICLES

www.kraftnissan.com
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Sub-
scribe 
online!

At Trademark Homes… 
you have friends with LOW PRICES
1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-4864 • call or text anytime

All credit situations considered.

Top dollar paid for your Trade-in, regardless of age 
or condition.

2026 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-

Trademark Home 
Center

Trademark Home Trademark Home Trademark Home Trademark Home 
CenterCenterCenterCenter

By BRIAN ENGLISH

“This generation 
got no destination 
to hold...
We are volunteers 

of America”
– “Volunteers” by 

Jefferson Airplane

Those of a certain 
age will recall these 
Jefferson Airplane 
lyrics as a call to 
action, though for a 
different period and 
place. 

Even with the 
passage of time and 
through a lifetime of 
changes, the desire 
of baby boomers to 
make an impact on 
the world has not 
diminished.
Retirement is no 

longer about the 
hammock or un-
ending hours of 
golf. It is a period of 
rejuvenation, sec-
ond chances, and 
renewed growth. 
For many, this 

new phase includes 
contributing their 
time and talents to 
an organization in 
need.

BEFORE YOU 
START

An important first 
step is to engage in 

honest self-assess-
ment. Inventory 
your skill set and 
interests. This will 
help identify what 
sort of volunteering 
opportunities are 
the best match for 
you.
Determine the 

commitment you 
are willing to make. 
Is this something 
that you want to 
devote 5-10 hours a 
week to, or are you 
willing to commit to 
more time? 
Is this something 

you want to do lo-
cally, around the 
nation, or even the 
globe? 
Will this volun-

teering be done in-
dividually, as a cou-
ple, or as a group?

SURVEY THE 
WATERS

There are plenty 
of resources to get 
a good view of the 
opportunities that 
exist. 
One place to 

start is by asking 
friends, family, and 
colleagues. Anoth-
er option is to use 
one or more of the 
many tools creat-
ed to help identify 
volunteering ideas 
that may deserve 
your consideration. 
For instance, the 

AmeriCorps website 
is one such tool run 
by the federal gov-
ernment. 
You may also 

want to take a look 
at the Volunteer-
Match website.

Another ap-
proach may be to 
pick charities that 
you support and 
check out their vol-
unteer opportuni-
ties. 
Don’t be afraid 

to call them since 
some opportunities 
may not be adver-
tised.
If you do choose 

to volunteer during 
retirement, you 
may find that you 
will receive as much 
as you give.

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 

926-7487. 

Securities and 
investment advi-
sory services of-
fered through Osaic 
Wealth, Inc. member 
FINRA/SIPC. Osaic 
Wealth is separate-
ly owned and oth-
er entities and/or 
marketing names, 
products or services 
referenced here 
are independent of 
Osaic Wealth. Osa-
ic Wealth does not 
provide tax or legal 
advice.

Volunteering in retirement

SHELL POINT
Realty, Inc.

SHELL POINT
Realty, Inc.

If your Dream Home 
is on the Water, 
Chances are you’ll 
find it here in Wakulla

By the Sea… On The Lake… Up The River…
Or Through The Woods…

Whether it’s buying or selling 
a primary home or your next 

vacation home in 
Wakulla County and the 

surrounding areas,
I’d be honored to be 

your Realtor®!

www.theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthfl orida

theamericandreamnorthfl orida

angie brookeANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

hope webbH O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

je�alynn marksJESSALYNN MARKS
REALTOR®

850.510.5377
Jessalynn@theamericandream.house

850-766-3675

http://www.theamericandream.house
mailto:Angie@theamericandream.house
mailto:Hope@theamericandream.house
mailto:Jessalynn@theamericandream.house
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The dinosaurs looked at Chuck Norris the wrong way 

once. You know what happened to them.

HIS-
TORY
 - BEN -

Inventions 
prior to 

1776
-According to The Na-

tional Mail Order Associ-
ation, Benjamin Franklin 
invented and conceptual-
ized mail order cataloging 

in 1744.
-The Franklin stove was 
invented by Benjamin 

Franklin in 1742.
- 1749/50  Lightning 
Rod  or Franklin Rod-

Dr. Franklin had finally 
proven that lightning was 
a form of electricity when 
the metal key received an 
electrical charge from a 

bolt of lightning, attribut-
ed to Benjamin Franklin.

Benjamin Franklin in-
vented the flexible catheter 
in 1752 when his brother 

John suffered from bladder 
stones. Prior to the mid 
18th-century, catheters 
were made of wood or 
stiffened animal skins.

   MISS  INFORMATION  FUN  PAGE  By Lynda Kinsey
Content contributor William Dickman

More Blah blah...
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

-New Hampshire is famous for 1776 because it be-
came the very first American colony to adopt its own 
independent constitution and establish a government 

completely free from British rule on January 5th, 
1776

-What is New Hampshires motto?
“Live Free or Die”

- George Washington is universally recognized as the 
greatest hero and indispensable leader of  the Ameri-

can Revolution.
-Benedict Arnold is universally considered the big-

gest and most infamous traitor of  the Revolutionary 
War.

-Several famous spies operated during the American 
Revolution, including Nathan Hale, James Armi-

stead Lafayette, and the operatives of  the Culper Spy 
Ring.

-In 1776, the region transitioned from being called 
“British America”  and the “Thirteen Colonies”  to 
the United States of  America. Prior to the Dec-
laration of  Independence, the rebelling territories 

were officially referred to by the Second Continental 
Congress as the United Colonies.

PRIOR to 
REFRIGERATION

Pickling Helped Early American Colo-
nists survive. They kept fruits edible through 

the winter by drying in the sun or by hearth fire, 
packing into heavy sugary syrups to inhibit bacteria, 
pickling in spiced vinegar, or storing them in cool, 

dark places or cellars. Drying sliced apples, peaches, 
& berries were laid out on racks in the sun or by the 

fireplace. Removing the  moisture prevented the 
growth of mold and bacteria. The dried 

fruit would then be rehydrated in 
water. Colonial Kitchen Gardening!

They were primarily the domain of the women. 
They grew next to the home and  provided a supply 

of food, medicinal plants, and herbs also raised beds 
separated by gravel or shell paths.

“Trendy” garden technique you use or read about lately, they 
were doing it in 1776. They just didn’t have a name for it.
Free-ranging chickens were often allowed into the gar-

den areas to eat destructive bugs and caterpillars.
The first greenhouses were built in Europe and 

the UK in the 1600s

TRIVIA 
Declaration of Independence

1. What date was the Indepence actually voted on?
2. Who thought that July 2nd would be the 

actual day celebrated?
3.Who was the oldest signer of the Declaration of Independence?

4. Who signed it first?
5. How old were the two youngest signers - Thomas Lynch Jr. and Edward Rut-

ledge from South Carolina?    
   6. The official signing took place weeks later on what date? 

ANSWERS: 
1.  July 2, 1776  
2. John Adams 

3. Benjamin Franklin, he was 70
4. John Hancock

5. Both were just 26 years old
6. August 2 (3?) )1776

Bla Bla...
BLAH...

Fun Facts!
-For centuries Americans celebrated Indepen-

denceDay event on their own, It was not until 
1941 that Congress established the Fourth of July, 

or Independence Day, as a national holiday.
-The names of the signers of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence were withheld from the public for more than 
six months to protect the signers. If independence had not 

been achieved, the treasonable act of the signers would have, 
by law, resulted in their deaths.

- Truth of Fiction? The origin of Uncle Sam probably 
began in 1812, when Samuel Wilson, a meat packer 

who provided meat to the U.S. Army, stamped the meat 
shipments with the initials U.S. Someone joked that 

the initials stood for “Uncle Sam.” This joke eventually 
led to the idea of Uncle Sam symbolizing the United 

States government.
-Presidents John Adams, Thomas Jefferson and 

James Monroe all died on the Fourth. Adams 
and Jefferson died on the same day within 

hours of each other in 1826.
-In 1776, there were 2.5 million 

people living in 
the new nation.

Call 
850-962-8019

TO 

RESERVE   THIS 

AD 

SPACE 

TODAY!

SPORTS 
Name three sports invented in the 

United States?

SnArkyiSms!

“My imaginary friend says that you need a 
therapist.”

2219 Crawfordville Hwy • Crawfordville • 926-3300

S A L E S  -  S E RV I C E  -  R E PA I R

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS - CHAINS SAWS FROM $19999

3  Y
3  Y

MOWERS

Open Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon • 3youtdoorequipment.com

 Locally Owned- Darell Land
25 Aaron Strickland Rd
Crawfordville, Fl 32327

850-745-8065
www.USAbuiltsheds.com

Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter 
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Better Business Bureau

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993

licensed & insured

• Quality Residential and Commercial Repainting

• Pressure Washing • Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs • Cabinet Painting 

• Deck Restoration

You can now subscribe to The Sun online!
To receive our Weekly Newspaper please visit 

www.thewakullasun.com and click on the subscribe 
today button or scan the QR code Here.

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL 
• STORM DAMAGE •

• TREE PRESERVATION •
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certifi ed  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualifi ed

850-421-8104

Basketball, Volleyball and Football.

You 
Asked, I answered… 

Loretta Lynn really did 
record a song named 

Red, White and Blue…
Happee Birthdae America…

XO, Quincee

-The first newspaper in 
America was Publick 

Occurrences Both 
Forreign and Domes-
tick, which was pub-
lished in Boston on 

September 25, 1690. 
However, it was 

suppressed by British 
colonial authorities 
after only one issue 
because it was pub-

lished without a license 
and featured contro-

versial content.
-The Boston 

News-Letter, which 
debuted on 

April 24, 1704, is 
recognized as the first 

continuously pub-
lished newspaper in 

the colonies.

“If you want something you’ve never had, 
you must be willing to 

do something you’ve never done.”
– Thomas Jefferson

-Vintage 
-AnTiquing

-COLLECTING

Authentic American 
Revolution artifacts 

include military equip-
ment like flintlock 

muskets and swords, 
personal belongings 
such as canteens and 

haversacks, and histor-
ical documents. Most 
war materials were lost 
or destroyed, surviving 
pieces are preserved 

in museums across the 
United States.

The most famous ar-
tifact from 1776 is the 
Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the parch-

ment document adopt-
ed by the Continental 

Congress.

“...every post is honorable in which a man can serve his 
country.” A Letter to Benedict Arnold | September 14, 1775

- George Washington

 
-The Postal Service 

Act of 1792 provided 
substantial subsidies: 

Newspapers were 
delivered up to 100 
miles for a penny 

and beyond for 1.5 
cents, when first 

class postage ranged 
from six cents to a 

quarter.

http://www.USAbuiltsheds.com
http://www.thewakullasun.com
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Extension Office

As we enter the 
peak of summer in 
Florida, it is import-
ant to remember how 
intense the sun’s ul-
traviolet (UV) rays 
can become. Contin-
ued exposure to UVA 
and UVB rays with-
out the use of proper 
protection can lead to 
skin cancer.

Melanoma is the 
most serious type of 
skin cancer. It be-
gins in cells called 
melanocytes, which 
give skin its color. 
Over the past several 
years, cases of mela-
noma have increased, 
and experts believe 
that too much expo-
sure to the sun plays 
a major role. 

Doctors group mel-
anoma into sever-
al main types based 
on how it looks and 

how it grows. The 
most common type 
is superficial spread-
ing melanoma. This 
kind usually spreads 
across the top lay-
er of the skin before 
growing deeper. It 
can appear as a flat 
or slightly raised spot 
with uneven colors or 
edges. 

Another type is 
nodular melanoma, 
which is more dan-
gerous because it 
grows quickly and 
moves deeper into 
the skin earlier. It of-
ten looks like a raised 
bump that may be 
dark brown or black. 

A third type is len-
tigo maligna melano-
ma. This type is often 
found in older adults 
and develops in ar-
eas that get a lot of 
sun, such as the face 
or neck. It may take 
many years to be-
come serious. 

The fourth main 
type is acral lentigi-
nous melanoma. This 
form is less common 
and appears on areas 
like the palms of the 
hands, the soles of 
the feet, or under the 
nails. It is not always 
linked to sun expo-
sure, but it can still 
be dangerous. 

Even though these 
types are different, 
many melanoma 
cases are connected 
to UV radiation. UV 
rays come from the 
sun and from tanning 
beds. Scientists have 
found that UV radia-
tion can damage skin 
cells and lead to can-
cer. In fact, a large 
number of melano-
ma cases are linked 
to UV exposure. The 
good news is that 
people can take steps 
to protect themselves. 
Most skin cancers are 
caused by too much 
UV exposure, but 
simple habits can 
lower the risk. 

One way to stay 
safe is to avoid di-
rect sunlight during 
the middle of the day, 
when UV rays are 
strongest. Wearing 
long sleeves, hats, 
and sunglasses can 
also help protect your 
skin. 

Using sunscreen 
is another important 
step. Experts recom-
mend using a sun-
screen with SPF 30 or 
higher and reapply-
ing it every two hours 
when outside. Sun-
screen helps block 
harmful UV rays and 
lowers the chance of 

developing skin can-
cer. Research also 
shows that regular 
sunscreen use can 
help reduce the risk 
of melanoma over 
time. 

Checking your skin 
regularly is also im-
portant. Look for new 
moles or changes in 
existing ones, such 
as changes in size, 
shape, or color. Find-
ing melanoma early 
makes it much easier 
to treat. 

In the end, mel-
anoma is a serious 
disease, but it is of-
ten preventable. By 
learning about the 
different types of mel-
anoma and protect-
ing your skin from UV 
rays, you can greatly 
lower your risk and 
stay healthier.

For more infor-
mation about this or 
other health-related 
topics, please contact 
Samantha Kennedy 
at (850) 926-3931.

Protect your skin this summer
PHOTO ADOBE STOCK

Enjoy the sun safely this 
summer by protecting your-
self from harmful UV rays. 
Wearing hats, sunglasses, 
and sunscreen of at least 
SPF 30 will help reduce 

the risk of skin cancer and 
other sun damage.

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
38 YEARS

Trusted by Wakua County for 
over 20 Years!

TRUSTS & ESTATES
PROBATE
FAMILY LAW
REAL ESTATE 
MEDIATION

LoweLegalAndTitle.com     (850) 926-8245

Available at 
Palaver Tree 
& Amazon

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

mailto:Sonya@wakullarealty.com
mailto:Karen@wakullarealty.com
www.Riversidebay.com
www.WAKULLAREALTY.COM
www.LoweLegalAndTitle.com
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FROM THE WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
850.926.3546CAC1818432 

https://www.keithkeyhvac.com

Your Local Heating & 
Air Conditioning Experts
When your comfort matters, 
call the team your neighbors trust.

From repairs to full system replacements, 
we’re here to help — fast and dependable.

Happy to sponsor 
the Historic Magnolia 
Monthly column.Maya Key                 Jared Key         Keith Key

Turn to Page 13

Open Tuesday - Thursday - Friday
6:30a.m - 5p.m.

Canoe trip on the St.  Marks River, 1885
Dr. Irving Leonard 

of South Tamworth, 
N.H., found the origi-
nal diary of this canoe 
trip on the St. Marks 
River in the Library of 
Congress, Washing-
ton, D.C., along with 
sketches (see HISTO-
RIOGRAPHY) of var-
ious buildings along 
the river which no 
longer exist. In order 
to see the Munroe pa-
pers, readers must get 
permission from Roy 
P Basler, Chief of the 
Manuscript Division. 
According to Charles E. 
Stowe, who wrote LIFE 
OF HARRIET BEECH-
ER STOWE, N.Y., 1890 
(in collaboration with 
Kirk Munroe) Charles 
Beecher lived in New-
port for 15 years.

Dr. Leonard has 
added much to the his-
tory of the St. Marks 
River through his re-
search. – Ed.

In her diary for Jan-
uary 10, 1885, Mary 
Barr Munro wrote: 
“Left Tallahassee at 
8:30 a.m. Five miles 
out the engine (of the 
Tallahassee Railroad 
-ed) broke down. A Mr. 
Danman and Ed Hop-
kins were going down 
to New Port to hunt. 
Both tall gentlemen. 
Got to St Marks about 
noon. Found the canoe 
all right and soon had 
her in the water. Then 
began the loveliest trip 
I have ever taken. Oh, 
the river, it is so lovely! 
Very narrow but a deep 
river. The bank lined 
on both sides with the 
loveliest foliage and 
everything so still and 

beautiful. We stopped 
for lunch at what Mun 
(ro) called the half way 
log, the very tree un-
der which he used to 
read my letters. Oh, 
how happy I was! Mr. 
Denman and Hopkins 
passed us as we were 
eating in a skiff owned 
by a Negro. On our way 
we noticed a litter div-
er (a diving bird – Ed.) 
in the water and Mr. 
H had a shot it and 
promised me the skin.

After lunch we went 
up the river very slow-

ly and I saw the cy-
press landmark there, 
a house and the jail 
and the Pugson pier, 
the planking of which 
is all washed away. We 
made fast the canoe 
and then, after climb-
ing a fence and going 
through a gate, we 
came to the main street 
where the grass grows. 
A few Negro houses, 
past the church and 
so on to Mr. Beech-
er’s. There we found a 
ready welcome and the 
nicest of homes and 

the every nicest peo-
ple I have met. Oh, it 
is so lovely, so lovely! 
Kirk’s pictures of the 
place are very good 
and, although I was 
not allowed to go into 
it, and his bed was in 
the room in which we 
had. Mr. Beecher read 
some WAKULLA aloud 
and together we had a 
lovely time. It is rath-
er singular that New-
port is somewhat like 
what I had expected 
and that I should have 
come here on Jan. 10., 

the day on which the 
Elmer Mill was opened, 
but neither Mr. or Mrs. 
Beecher are the least 
bit what I had thought 
them to be.

Jan. 11, 1885. 
Up pretty early. Af-
ter prayers Kirk took 
me to see “Go Bang”, 
which is on the other 
side of the river. We 
went all through the 
house and in the gar-
den Kirk found a love-
ly rose. We stopped on 
our way to get a drink 
of sulphur water at the 

spring and then walked 
through a lovely field 
to “Go Bang.” When 
we got back we found 
that Sunday School 
had “took in,” and so 
hurried and went over 
to hear Mr. Beecher. 
The congregation was 
colored all except our-
selves and Mr. Den-
man and Hopkins. 
After a little lunch we 
went for a walk to the 
large spring. (The site 
of Newport Springs two 
miles above Newport. A 

By Elizabeth F. Smith, published in the Magnolia Monthly in September 1971 edition

A drawing from Munroe’s book WAKULLA of which about a dozen exist in Wakulla County, though the title refers to Newport, not to the county. – 
Note on the illustration by Elizabeth Smith.

https://www.keithkeyhvac.com
www.skipthelineclinic.com
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(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm •  Sat. 8am - 2pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.net

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 07/31/26

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Offered

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF$5 OFF

A/C 
Service

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifi ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 40 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

Wakulla County 
is blessed with some 
of the most beautiful 
waterways in Flori-
da. From the Wakulla 
River and St. Marks 
River to our bays, 
creeks, and coastal 
waters, we truly live 
in a Sportsmen’s Par-
adise. Whether you 
are boating, fishing, 
kayaking, tubing, 
swimming, scallop-
ing, or simply enjoy-
ing time with family 
and friends, our wa-

terways are a special 
part of life here in 
Wakulla County.

As we enjoy these 
natural resources, it 
is important that we 
all do our part to keep 
them safe, clean, and 
respectful for every-
one.

One of the first 
things to remember 
is proper parking at 
boat ramps, landings, 
and water access ar-
eas. Please park vehi-
cles and trailers only 
in designated areas 
and avoid blocking 
roadways, driveways, 
boat ramps, or emer-
gency access points. 
Improperly parked ve-
hicles and trailers can 
create safety hazards 
and delay emergency 
responders who may 
need quick access to 
the water.

Boaters should also 
be mindful of swim-
mers, tubers, kayak-

ers, paddleboarders, 
and others enjoying 
the water. Slow down 
when approaching 
people in or near 
the water, give them 
plenty of space, and 
always operate your 
vessel with care. A 
fun day on the water 
can turn dangerous 
quickly when boaters 
are distracted or mov-
ing too fast around 
others.

Please obey all 
posted no-wake 
zones. These areas 
are in place to protect 
people, docks, shore-
lines, wildlife, and 
vessels. Wakes can 
cause damage, create 
dangerous conditions, 
and disturb those who 
are trying to enjoy a 
peaceful day on the 
river or bay. Slowing 
down shows respect 
for your neighbors 
and helps protect our 
waterways.

Wakulla County is 
also home to incredi-
ble wildlife, including 
manatees, birds, fish, 
and other native spe-
cies. Boaters should 
stay alert and watch 
carefully for manatees 
and other wildlife in 
the water. Give wild-
life plenty of room, 
never harass or chase 
animals, and help 
preserve the natural 
beauty that makes 
our county so unique.

Another important 
reminder is to nev-
er operate a boat or 
vessel while under 
the influence of alco-
hol or drugs. Boating 
under the influence is 
dangerous and illegal. 
Sun, heat, wind, and 
motion can increase 
the effects of alcohol, 
making it even hard-
er to safely operate a 
vessel. Plan ahead, 
have a sober operator, 
and make sure every-

one gets home safely.
We also ask every-

one to respect private 
property. Do not tres-
pass on private docks, 
seawalls, boats, or 
waterfront proper-
ty. Many families live 
along our rivers and 
coastal areas, and 
their property should 
be treated with the 
same respect you 
would expect for your 
own.

Our deputies want 
everyone to have a 
great time on the wa-
ter, but safety and 
courtesy must come 
first. By parking prop-
erly, respecting other 
people, following no-

wake rules, watching 
for wildlife, staying 
sober while operating 
vessels, and respect-
ing private property, 
we can all help make 
Wakulla County’s 
waterways safer and 
more enjoyable.

Enjoy our rivers, 
bays, and coastal 
waters. Take pride 
in our Sportsmen’s 
Paradise, look out for 
one another, and help 
keep Wakulla County 
a safe and beautiful 
place to live, visit, and 
enjoy.

Jared Miller is 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff.

Safely enjoying Wakulla County’s waterways

Florida Wild Mammal Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 Fwma.org
363-2351

A Wakulla Wild Animal Rescue
WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

HELP?
We always need donations of 

these items: 
• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts

• Pedigree wet & 
dry dog food

• Friskies wet & 
dry cat food

mailto:charliegrim@msn.com
http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com
http://www.carrollappraisal.com
www.LubeXpert.net
www.Fwma.org
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Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

ENACTED: 
December 

15, 2025
Unlike specialty 

plates, the 
America 250 

plate serves as an alternative to the standard Florida 
license plate, with all regular fees applying. Motorists 

may request the America 250 license plate at the time 
of vehicle registration or renewal.

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag. 

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector
no added cost 

for 250 tag

The Mount
Rushmore of 

Waypoint Properties

When it comes to buying, selling, renting and making deals happen,
these faces are carved into local real estate history!

850-926-9100

From Front Page

providing educational 
programs in leadership 
and entrepreneurship 
for our community.” 
Bania wants to share 

his primary passion for 
farming and actively 
work in the communi-
ty. “I want to help res-
idents with their lawns 
with residential lawn 
service by addressing 
what type of grass is 
present or needed, an-
swer questions such 
as ‘What is this tree in 
my yard?’ 
“Anyone can call our 

office, and we will go 
out to the property 
for a technical visit to 
access their grass and 
soil,” he says. “From 
there, we can develop 
a plan of action.”
Lawn and garden 

pests are also some-
thing Bania and his 
team can help with. “I 
like to solve the home-
owner’s problems and 
seeing their light bulb 
go on, when they ful-
ly understand – and 
when it is all said and 
done, it’s one of the 
great things about my 
job.”
Bringing free eco-

nomic opportunities to 
the table for Wakulla, 
Bania says, “From an 
economical position, I 
can educate folks on 
how to grow fruits, for 
example, and provide 
classes on canning and 
preserving. The home-
owner can then turn 
around and sell the 
products they grew 
and processed from 
their farm for income.”
Assisting Wakulla 

economically, Wakul-
la’s Extension Office 
has also helped by par-
ticipating in the IRS 

Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) pro-
gram. This program 
offers free, IRS-certi-
fied tax preparation 
for eligible individuals 
and families. “Ninety 
percent of the people 
who took advantage of 
this opportunity were 
from the senior cen-
ter. We partnered with 
Florida State Univer-
sity and University of 
Florida, and worked 
with Extension Agent 
Samantha Kennedy 
with oversight from the 
IRS to help our com-
munity.”
Bania enjoys his job 

at the Extension Office 
because it is a different 
problem every day, and 
by solving it, he helps 
his community – pro-
viding a sense of satis-
faction for him.
Ban ia ’ s  s t r ong , 

technical agricultural 
background includes 
working in Maui, Ha-
waii as a Senior Op-
era t i ons  Manager 
growing for Bayer AG, 
where he worked in 
corn breeding. He said, 
while working at Bayer, 
this is where the corn 
is three times more 
efficient, and he was 
always looking to im-
prove things. However, 
his love of family and 
Florida drew him back 
home. Living out his 
dream of being a farm-
er, Bania now resides 
in Sopchoppy and will 
be farming there. 
His career also in-

cludes managing a 
tower hydroponic farm 
in St. Petersburg. “I re-
ally liked this, building 
parts and improving 
the system.”  
In 2017, he worked 

as a farm manag-
er at a strawberry 

u-pick farm manag-
ing 20,000 strawberry 
plants. Here is where 
he learned how to deal 
with unforeseen adver-
sity when his plants 
ran into issues with 
invasive disease. 
“Looking back, here, 

I had to pay for a scout 
to access the plant 
disease, and this expe-
rience helped lead me 
to pursue education 
for plant medicine,” 
he says. “I really like 
the applied research 
portion of the Doctor of 
Plant Medicine at UF.”
Bania also brings 

teaching and educa-
tion experience. Ba-

nia worked as an ad-
junct professor in bi-
ology and field botany. 
During this time when 
he wasn’t on campus, 
his passion for agricul-
ture led him to work 
on Saturdays for small 
farms and farmers’ 
markets, learning the 
economic side of agri-
culture business.  
“While I was teach-

ing, I realized I wanted 
a job that is directly 
impacting the com-
munity in relation to 
plants,” he says. “I also 
want to fuse biology 
and technology togeth-
er to grow food better, 
safer, and quicker.”
For fun, Bania is 

currently rebuilding a 
’73 Volkswagen Beetle. 
“I love to build things 
as a hobby,” he says. 
“It has always been 
fun for me to learn 
and practice technical 
things.”
“We offer a plethora 

of services at the Ex-
tension Office, and I 
encourage Wakulla to 
take advantage of the 
amazing things going 
on here, it’s both ed-
ucational and fun.” 
Bania says. 

Clayton Bania

Bania kayaking. For fun, he’s rebuilding a ‘73 Volkswagen Beetle.

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 

dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 

dry cat food
• Dawn Dish Soap
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Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile 
or PC using this QR code.

“The little paper”

onthly
eighbor

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Fwma.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 

dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 

dry cat food
• Dawn Dish Soap

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

Happy Independence Day!

On July 4th, amid fireworks, 
parades, and barbecues, 
Americans come together 
to celebrate Independence 
Day—a celebration of po-
litical sovereignty and foun-
dational values that have 
shaped the nation’s identity.  
Beyond the festivities lies a 
profound opportunity to re-
flect on the spiritual ideals 
that influenced the Found-
ing Fathers as they forged a 
path towards freedom.  This 
day invites us to explore the 
mixture of religious ideals 
with the birth of a nation, 
highlighting how faith and 
freedom intersected to cre-
ate a unique landscape of 
religious diversity and tol-
erance in America.  The 
freedom of religion in the 
United States finds its roots 
in the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, which 
asserts, “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.” This foundational 
principle aligns with Biblical 
teachings that emphasize 
the importance of religious 

freedom and individual 
conscience.  The Founding 
Fathers knew of the signif-
icance of having and main-
taining religious freedom 
when the United States was 
being established.  George 
Washington wrote to the 
United Baptist Chamber of 
Virginia in 1789, affirming 
the importance of religious 
freedom, stating, “If I could 
have entertained the slight-
est apprehension that the 
Constitution framed by the 
Convention . . . might pos-
sibly endanger the religious 
rights of any ecclesiastical 
Society, certainly I would 
never have placed my sig-
nature to it.” Thomas Jef-
ferson, in his letter to the 
Danbury Baptist Associa-
tion in 1802, articulated the 
principle of religious free-
dom, stating, “Believing with 
you that religion is a matter 
which lies solely between 
Man & his God, that he 
owes account to none other 
for his faith or his worship, 
that the legitimate powers of 
government reach actions 
only, & not opinions, I con-
template with sovereign rev-
erence that act of the whole 
American people which de-
clared that their legislature 
should ‘make no law re-
specting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof,’ thus 
building a wall of separation 
between Church & State.”  
In the midst of celebrating 
Independence Day, we are 

reminded that true freedom 
extends beyond earthly 
rights and liberties. The es-
sence of religious freedom 
finds its ultimate fulfillment 
in the concept of salvation 
offered through faith. As 
Christians, we understand 
that through the sacrificial 
love of Jesus Christ, we are 
liberated from the bondage 
of sin and granted eternal 
life with God. In John 8:36, 
Jesus declares, “So if the 
Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed.” This prom-
ise resonates deeply on July 
4th, as we cherish our civic 
freedoms and also recog-
nize the profound spiritual 
freedom found in Christ. As 
we reflect on the values of 
justice, equality, and liberty 
that underpin our nation, let 
us also embrace the truth 
that salvation offers the ulti-
mate freedom — a freedom 
that transcends temporal 
boundaries and secures our 
eternal destiny with God. 
Thus, as we celebrate Inde-
pendence Day, may we also 
celebrate the spiritual free-
dom found in Jesus, which 
brings hope, joy, and peace 
to our hearts and nation.
Oyster Bay 
Church of Christ 
1044 Shadeville Road 
Crawfordville, Florida
www.oysterbaychurchofchrist.org

Contact Info:
Robert W. Kornegay
oysterbaychurchofchrist@gmail.com
Listen to more @
PearlsOfWisdomOnline.org

Robert W. Kornegay, Sr.

By GREG GAST

Being a patriot 
means having love, 
loyalty, and a sense 
of duty towards one’s 
country while working 
to improve it and re-
specting its laws and 
values. 

A patriot is gen-
erally inclusive and 
oriented toward care 
of the nation without 
hostility toward oth-
ers.

True patriots do not 
serve egoism or greedy 
self-interest. 

George Washington 
called them the im-
postures of pretended 
patriotism only to de-
ceive us and further 
their selfish aims.

Most Americans are 
proud to be American. 
Among adults aged 60 
and older – whether 
liberal, moderate, or 
conservative – 90% 
are proud to be Amer-
ican. 

Patriotism is a com-
plex psychological 
phenomenon. 

Socially, patriotism 
fulfils psychological 
needs like those met 
in family relation-
ships, such as secu-
rity, attachment, and 
recognition. 

Behaviorally, it re-
inforces the sense of 
belonging and con-
nectivity through ritu-
als, symbols, and na-
tional narratives.

The psychological 

impact is shaped by 
the social and political 
environment, cultural 
narratives, and indi-
vidual experiences. 

It is mentally pos-
itive when it fosters 
a sense of security, 
social cohesion, and 
personal freedom. 
But excessively rigid 
forms can contribute 
to stress or anxiety 
when national ideals 
are seen as compro-
mised.

Mark Twain stated, 
“Loyalty to country 
– always. Loyalty to 
government – when it 
deserves it.” 

If one acts in a way 
that creates and up-
holds the good of his 
fellow countrymen, 
rather than purely 
one’s own self-inter-
est or some form of 
the political-industri-
al complex then that 
person may qualify as 

a patriot.
When those with 

political and econom-
ic power wield patri-
otic symbols, ceremo-
nies and platitudes to 
divide us against our 
common humanity, 
they are not patriots. 

Patriotism tran-
scends party lines. 
It is not blind loyal-
ty to a political figure 
or faction, but to the 
ideals upon which the 
country was founded. 

A true patriot loves 
their nation not only 
in times of triumph, 
but through its grow-
ing pains and imper-
fections.

Let me know what 
you think…

Gregory E. Gast, 
MS, LMHC is at 3295 
Crawfordville Hwy. 
Suite 4 Crawfordville, 
Florida 32327 or call 
at (850) 271-8258.

Real life patriotism
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YOU ARE WELCOME
No Pressure. No Pretending.

Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM
(Also on Facebook) 

3803 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL
(850) 745- 8412

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Pastor Michael Hartley
Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm • Sunday 11:00 am 
Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am
Confessions:  Every Saturday  9:30am – 10:30am
Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm Or by appointment

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

Cemetery  lots and cremain spaces 
850-509-7630 or 850-745-8359

http://www.crawfordvillefbc.com
http://www.oysterbaychurchofchrist.org
mailto:oysterbaychurchofchrist@gmail.com
www.Fwma.org
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On the Horizon
The calendar of events for July

CORBIN
 SYSTEMS

Commercial & Residential

Security Systems
Cameras
Smart Home Technology
Monotoring
Wireless & Networking
Audio/Visual Systems
Sound Systems

Digital Signage
Biometrics
Data Cabling
Fiber Optics
Access Control
Gates

KEEPING PEOPLE & PROPERTY SAFE FROM THE CAPITAL TO THE COAST

850 491-6277 
Locally Owned and Operated • Insured – Licensed Contractors • Alarm Lic#EF20001549 Low Volt Lic#ES12001531

24 hours a day/
7 days a 
week

Ca n you replace the camera with a Sun. Inside of the Sun put 
text :Protect What you Love” 
Thanks,

Local Wakulla Attorney • Local Resident & Neighbor

Services
2Estate Planning
2Civil Litigation
2Corporate Formation
2Asset Protection

2Contract Drafting & Review
2Probate & Trust Administration
2Government Consulting
2Insurance Claims

Practice Areas
2Wills & Trusts
2Lawsuits
2Probate Cases

2Administrative Law
2Business Law
2Corporations

561-371-2848 Sean@gellislaw.com www.GellisLaw.com

State & Federal 
Government 

& Admin PracticeOffi ce 2931 Crawfordville Hwy

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

AMERICA FIRST
CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

VETERAN
OUTSIDER

BUSINESSMAN
PAID FOR BY KEITH GROSS FOR FLORIDA, INC.

@KeithGrossFL

@KeithGrossFL

@KeithGross

Wednesday, July 1

• Muffins with Moms 
Prenatal Support Group 
meets at 9 a.m., 9:30 
a.m., and 10 a.m. at the 
Wakulla County Health 
Department. Contact 
Liz Neighbors at 850-
888-6078 or elizabeth.
neighbors@flhealth.gov 
for more information.
• A line dance class is 
held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center 
every Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon 
and 6:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Thursday, July 2
 

• America250! celebra-
tion from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on the courthouse 
grounds. The time 
capsule buried in 1976 
will be opened and a 
new time capsule to be 
opened in 2076 will be 
buried.
• The Rotary Club of 
Wakulla County meets 
at the TSC Wakulla 
Center at 8:30 a.m. on 
Thursdays.
• The VFW Auxiliary 
Bingo Night will be held 
at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran 
Road in Crawfordville, 
every Thursday. There 
are concessions and 
raffles.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6:30 p.m. 

every Thursday at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Friday, July 3

• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon and 
8 p.m. every Friday at 54 
Ochlockonee St. 

Saturday, July 4

• FOURTH OF JULY
• St. Marks Fourth of 
July Celebration will be 
held beginning at 4 p.m. 
with vendors and food 
trucks. Fireworks over 
the river at dark.
• Sopchoppy Fourth of 
July Festival will begin 
with the annual parade 
at 4 p.m. through down-
town, then music and 
fireworks at the City 
Park.
• The Panacea Commu-
nity Garden Farmer’s 
Market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
in Panacea.

Sunday, July 5

• Wakulla Giving 
Hands food giveaway 
will not be held because 
of the Fourth of July 
holiday.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets every Sun-
day at 6:30 p.m. at 54 
Ochlockonee St.

Monday, July 6

• The Wakulla County 
Planning Commission 
meets at 6 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.
•• The Wakulla Caregiv-
er Support Group meets 
at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church at 9:30 a.m 
every second Monday of 
the month.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. every Mon-
day at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.
• Gentle Yoga and 
Stetching Class with 
Margaret every Monday 
at 11 a.m. First Baptist 
Church CLC Building 
in Crawfordville. Bring 
a mat.

Tuesday, July 7

• Keep Wakulla Coun-
ty Beautiful Awards 
Banquet will be held at 
the community center 
beginning at 6 p.m. 
The event will honor 
people, businesses and 
organizations that work 
with KWCB to make an 
impact.
• Sopchoppy communi-
ty dinner is held every 
week at the Towles 
House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, July 8
 

• Wakulla County 
Industrial Development 

Authority meets in the 
county administration 
conference room at 4:30 
p.m. 

Thursday, July 9
 

• St. Marks City Com-
mission meets at the St. 
Marks Yacht Club at 6 
p.m.
• The Wakulla County 
Cancer Support Group 
meets in the Education 
Center of the Craw-
fordville United Meth-
odist Church at 7 p.m. 
This group meeting is 
for men and women, 
regardless of the type 
of cancer. Spouses, 
caregivers, and friends 
are welcome. For more 
information, call 850-
926-6050.

Friday, July 10
 

• Wakulla Springs 
Robot 3-D Mapper, 
featuring the Sunfish, 
the robot craft mapping 
45 miles of Wakulla 
Springs caves, will show 
its work at Wakulla 
Environmental Institute 
from 1 to 5 p.m.

Saturday, July 11

• The Wakulla Caregiv-
er Support Group will 
meet at the Wakulla 
County Public Library 
at 10 a.m. every  second 
Saturday of the month.
• Live at Palaver Tree 

featuring Live Gravity 
with show at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $15 advance; 
$20 day of show.

Sunday, July 12

• Wakulla Giving 
Hands holds a food 
giveaway every Sunday 
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
at the facility across 
from Medart Elementa-
ry on Highway 98.

Monday, July 13

•  County commission 
meets at 5 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.
 The Sopchoppy City 
Commission meets at 
6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
• Crawfordville Wom-
an’s Club monthly 
meeting is the sec-
ond Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 
64 Ochlockonee St., 
in Crawfordville. Call 
(850) 566-5727 for more 
information.

Wednesday, July 15
 

•Tourist Development 
Council meets in the 
county administration 
conference room at 9 
a.m.
• Wakulla Chamber of 
Commerce presents a 
luncheon program on 
the State of Education 
that will feature Super-
intendent Rick Myhre at 

the community center 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Saturday, July 18

• FRESH Back-to-
School drive-thru back-
pack giveaway will be 
held at COAST Charter 
School in St. Marks 
from 9 a.m. to noon.
• Wakulla STEAM 
Maker Derby for kids 
and adults to race derby 
cars will be held at the 
livestock pavilion at the 
extension office from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Monday, July 20

• School board meets at 
the district office at 5:45 
p.m.

Saturday, July 25

• FRESH Back-to-
School drive-thru 
backpack giveaway will 
be held at Panacea Plaza 
in Panacea from 9 a.m. 
to noon.
• Back-to-School Back-
pack Giveaway, spon-
sored by Spirit & Truth  
Christian Fellowship 
Ministries, will be held  
at the church, 4390 
Crawfordville Hwy,, 
beginning at noon while 
supplies last.
• St. Marks Communi-
ty Market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
St. Marks.

mailto:Sean@gellislaw.com
http://www.GellisLaw.com
mailto:neighbors@flhealth.gov
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CLUES 
ACROSS
  1. Pacific Stan-
dard Time
  4. Extracts 
through heating 
and melting
 10. Express de-
light
 11. More curvy
 12. Expression 
of uncertainty
 14. Indicates 
before
 15. Daughter of 
Hera and Zeus
 16. Southwest-
ern CA city
 18. Unified
 22. Less attrac-

tive
 23. Base of jel-
lies
 24. A large and 
noisy party
 26. He was 
traded for Luka
 27. Wolverine 
genus
 28. “Happy 
Days” actress 
Moran
 30. Root of taro 
plant
 31. Student 
environmental 
group (abbr.)
 34. Silk gar-
ments
 36. Unique 

power
 37. Ray Liotta 
cop film
 39. Leak slowly 
through
 40. Notion
 41. Atomic #55
 42. Fixed in 
one place
 48. About heat
 50. Type of 
baseball pitch
 51. Seedless 
raisin
 52. Large wad-
ing birds
 53. Similar
 54. Time zone
 55. Atomic #34
 56. Program

 58. Old world, 
new
 59. Contrary 
belief
 60. “To the __ 
degree”

CLUES DOWN
  1. Plain-woven 
fabric
  2. Classed
  3. Suppositions
  4. Midway 
between south 
and west
  5. Tropical 
American trees
  6. Leveled
  7. Published 
false statement
  8. Adolescent
  9. Junior’s fa-

ther
 12. Aurochs
 13. Not low
 17. Boxing’s 
GOAT
 19. Short musi-
cal composition
 20. Small im-
mature herrings
 21. Eavesdrop-
per
 25. Parcels of 
land
 29. Anger
 31. Irritations
 32. Hindu holy 
man
 33. Wicker bas-
ket for fish
 35. Natural 
object
 38. Transport-
ing in a vehicle

 41. A dog is 
one
 43. Smaller 
portion
 44. Sew
 45. Belonging 
to a thing
 46. Horsley and 
Greenwood are 
two
 47. Scottish 
language
 49. Producer
 56. Exclama-
tion of surprise
 57. Russian 
river
 
 

Crossword_ ___________

Please 
Recycle

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in 
the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Andrea 

Zinker at (850) 878-5310.

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

It’s about how it feels to you!

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Floating Flooring
Laminate 

& Vinyl

Installation Services:

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

Carol Ann 
Williams

Email or Text Me 
CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com

LarsonPark.com Broker Associate,-
Realtor  

850-566-9293 • Local In-Person Service

arson Park Realty
Commercial & Residential

Listing Properties for 
Sale or Manage!

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

Your LocaL Water 
Diversion speciaList

www.newvisiongutters.com
448   220   2311

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Offi cer

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761
Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

 QUALITY LAWN
& TRACTOR LLC

RES. & COMMERCIAL
* MOWING *  TRIMMING

* EDGING
* HEDGE TRIMMING

For all your
lawn service needs

850-363-6341   Lic&Ins

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING  *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE
*LOCK OUT
*FUEL

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
 850-631-2361

LAWN SERVICE

TOWING SERVICE

Local - Family owned

Storm & Cleanups
Tile Work to Landscaping; 

Mowing; Small Tractor work;
Junk/Car Debris; Furniture/

 Appliance Removal

What you Got?

HANDYMAN SERVICES
850-491-1055 
850-509-4762

Free 
Estimates

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435
Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs – Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal 
- Free eStimateS -

Leave 
Nothing 
But Your 
Footprints

mailto:eds@thewakullasun.com
mailto:info@Sunraysspa.com
http://www.SunraysSpa.com
mailto:SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com
http://www.susanschatzman.com
mailto:Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com
mailto:LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
mailto:CarolAnn@LarsonPark.com
http://www.debillingsley.com
http://www.newvisiongutters.com
mailto:sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
http://www.SendMeTheBill.net
classi�eds@thewakullasun.com
www.mercerappliancerepair.com
www.LarsonPark.com
www.BonnietheLifeCoach.com
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It’s time to celebrate America 250! and the time capsule

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Editor

This year is the 
250th anniversary of 
the founding of the 
United States of Amer-
ica.

In addition to the 
usual Fourth of July 

fireworks and festivi-
ties at Sopchoppy and 
St. Marks, there’s go-
ing to be something a 
little different on the 
courthouse grounds a 
couple of days before 
that: digging up a time 
capsule buried in 1976 
for the Bicentennial.

And then burying a 
new time capsule to be 
opened in 50 years, in 
2076.

Thanks to Clerk of 
Court Greg James for 
chairing this commit-
tee and bringing to-
gether people interest-
ed in it.

I looked up stories 
on the time capsule 
from the bounds vol-
umes of the newspa-

per from 1976 and 
found a story from 
November 1976 where 
the main issue before 
county commissioners 
was where to bury the 
time capsule. The site 
selected was the flow-
er bed in front of the 
courthouse.

(“It was one of the 
shortest and least con-
troversial meetings in 
recent months,” the 
article said.)

A month later, a sto-
ry in the Dec. 23, 1976 
issue, noted that the 
time capsule was orig-
inally going to be bur-
ied for 100 years, but 
that was reduced to 50 
years – and a second 
time capsule was add-

ed.
Some of the items 

placed in the capsules 
range from a J.C. Pen-
ny’s catalog to a sav-
ings passbook from 
Wakulla State Bank in 
which then-bank vice 
president Walter Dod-
son noted the account 
had been created with 
$100 in it. 

There was a $2 bill, a 
brochure from the Pan-
acea Blue Crab Festi-
val and a Bicentennial 
necktie, brochures of 
Wakulla County and 
Wakulla Springs, a 
copy of the historical 
publication Magnolia 
Monthly, and a Wakul-
la War Eagle button. 
Plus various business 

cards and menus from 
local restaurants.

What survived? 
What condition is 
this stash of stuff in? 
We’ll find out on July  
2 on the courthouse 
grounds at 5:30 p.m.

The only surviving 
person at that ceremo-
ny from 50 years ago 
is retired Sheriff David 
Harvey, who was sher-
iff-elect at the time and 
just 26 years old. He is 
scheduled to be at the 
capsule-opening cere-
mony, as are members 
of the Wakulla High 
School Class of 1976 
and the Class of 2026.

Local civic groups 
have been asked to 
submit items for the 

time capsule that’s be-
ing buried that day.

If you’d like to send 
a message to the fu-
ture, we’re going to 
print an America 250! 
section in the newspa-
per that will go in the 
capsule.

You can write a note 
to future generations 
sharing what life is like 
now or a photo of your 
family to be opened in 
50 years by contacting 
Lynda Kinsey at (850) 
962-8019.

July 2 promises to 
be a dramatic day. 

William Snowden is 
the editor and publish-
er of The Wakulla Sun.

Wakulla County Schools will be offering free meals at following times and locations
SCHOOL SITES

meDART eLEMENTARY
JUNE 1-30, 2026 MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

JULY 1, 2026 Wednesday

CLOSED JULY 2 to observe 
The July 4 Holiday

JULY 6-23, 2026 
MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

MEAL TIMES
BREAKFAST 7:45 AM- 8:45 AM
LUNCH 11:30 AM- 12:15 PM

wAKULLA Middle SCHOOL
JUNE 8-30, 2026, MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

JULY 1, 2026 Wednesday

CLOSED JULY 2 to observe 
The July 4 Holiday

JULY 6-16, 2026, MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

MEAL TIMES
BREAKFAST 7:45 AM- 8:30 AM
LUNCH 11:30 AM - 12:15 PM

WEEKEND MEALS FOR FRIDAY, SATURDAY. AND
SUNDAY WILL BE PROVIDED ON THURSDAYS 

FROM 2:45 PM- 3:15 PM.

Hamptons of Wakulla
JUNE 1-30, 2026 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

JULY 1, 2026 Wednesday

No Meals Provided July 2, 2026

JULY 6-23, 2026 
MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

DELIVERY TIMES
Lunch

1:00 pm - 1:30 pm

wAKULLA Middle SCHOOL

JUNE 9-30, 2026 tuesday, wednesday, thursday
JULY 1, 2026 wednesday

No meals provided JULY 2nd
JULY 7-23, 2026, Tuesday, wednesday, thursday

DELIVERY TIMES
tuesday and wednesday 11:00 am-12:00 pm

Thursday 12:00 pm-1:00 pm

Shadeville eLEMENTARY
JUNE 1-25, 2026 MONDAY THROUGH

THURSDAY
MEAL TIMES

BREAKFAST 8:00 AM- 9:00 AM
LUNCH 11:30 AM- 12:15 PM

WEEKEND MEALS FOR FRIDAY, SATURDAY. 
AND SUNDAY WILL BE PROVIDED 

ON THURSDAYS
FROM 2:45 PM- 3:15 PM.

No Meals will be offered the week of July 4th

JULY 6-23, 2026 
MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

MEAL TIMES
BREAKFAST 8:00 AM- 9:00 AM
LUNCH 11:30 AM- 12:15 PM

WEEKEND MEALS FOR FRIDAY, SATURDAY. AND
SUNDAY WILL BE PROVIDED ON THURSDAYS 

FROM 2:45 PM- 3:15 PM.

rIVERSINK eLEMENTARY

Children must be present to receive weekend meals.
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From Page 5

smaller spring, now 
clogged, was in the 
roadside park im-
mediately past the 
present bridge over 
the river in Newport 
– Ed). And then to 
the Elmer Mill. 
Oh, it is such a 

lovely country! On 
our way back to the 
spring we found a 
little toad and, as 
we wished to see 
if it could swim we 
took him back to the 
spring and put him 
in the water where, 
lo, all the little fish 

in the water began to 
eat him. He fought 
bravely and Kirk 
threw a sprig to him 
on which he jumped 
and was saved. Then 
we wandered out 
to a flat and Kirk 
smoked. Then back 
to the Beechers and 
for the evening Mr. 
B. read some more 
WAKULLA and were 
very happy.
Monday, Jan. 12, 

1885. Up early. Mrs. 
Beecher put us up 
a nice lunch and we 
got some chickens 
from her and started 
off for a day on the 

river. It was a per-
fect day, even pret-
tier than yesterday. 
We were to meet Mr. 
Denman and Hop-
kins up the river. 
Kirk paddled to the 
mill pond where we 
both tried to sketch 
the old mill. Then on 
we went, and the riv-
er became more and 
more lovely. Final-
ly we saw the skiff 
and soon saw Mr. 
Denman, and there 
we all went ashore 
for lunch. They had 
killed only one duck 
and caught one fish 
which was fired and 

I had half of it to eat. 
It was a very happy 
lunch and one I will 
not forget in a hur-
ry. Got home at sun-
down. Passed the 
hunters on the way 
but they had only 
added the one little 
squirrel to the game 
bag.
Tuesday, Jan. 13, 

1885. From New 
Port, to Tallahassee. 
Up early and started 
back to St. Marks. 
Got here in time to 
go down to the old 
fort and had quite 
a visit. Then the 
train came in with-

out passenger car 
and we were forced 
to go back in a box-
car. It was a fun-
ny ride. The engine 
took fire and we had 
to stop at a creek to 
have it put out. Mr. 
Wheeler was a jolly 
little fellow and did 
all he could to make 
it pleasant for us. 
When we got to the 
depot we took a car-
riage…….”
Charles Beecher, 

brother of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, was 
Superintendent of 
Education in Flor-
ida during Recon-
struction days. His 
sister, who wrote 
UNCLE TOM’S CAB-

IN, spent her win-
ters in the 1870s at 
Mandarin on the St. 
John’s River, but 
visited Charles at 
his home, as did his 
sister-in-law, Mrs. 
Henry Ward Beech-
er, who wrote about 
her visits in FLORI-
DA SCENES. Their 
niece, Mary Barr, 
married Kirk Mun-
roe, a prolific writer 
of adventure stories 
for teen-agers which 
appeared in HARP-
ER’S WEEKLY and 
were then published 
in book form in the 
1870s and 1880s 
with re-prints during 
World War I. 

Canoe trip on the St. Marks River, 1885

The most common method 
your doctor will recommend to 
treat your chronic pain and/or 
nerve issues is with prescrip-
tion drugs that may tempo-
rarily reduce your symptoms. 
These drugs have names 
such as Gabapentin, Lyrica, 
Cymbalta, and Neurontin, and 
are primarily antidepressant 
or anti-seizure drugs. These 
drugs may cause you to feel 
uncomfortable and have a va-
riety of harmful side effects. 

Chronic pain and/or oth-
er nerve issues is a result of 
damage to the nerves of-
ten causing weakness, pain, 
numbness, tingling, and the 
most debilitating balance 
problems. This damage is 
commonly caused by a lack of 
blood flow to the nerves in the 
hands and feet which causes 
the nerves to begin to degen-
erate due to lack of nutrient 
flow.

In order to effectively treat 
your neuropathy three factors 
must be determined. 

1) What is the underlying 
cause? 

2) How much nerve damage 
has been sustained. NOTE: 
Once you have sustained 
95% nerve loss, there is 
likely nothing that we can 
do for you. 

3) How much treatment will 
your condition require? The 
treatment that is provid-
ed at Dr. Ferrin’s clinic has 
three main goals. 

1) Increase blood flow 

2) Reduce swelling 

3) Stimulate and increase 
small fiber nerves 

4) Decrease brain-based pain 

The treatment to increase 
blood flow, stimulate small 
nerve fibers and get you back 
to health is Dr. Ferrin’s clinic. 

The vaso-pheumatic electric 
cell signaling system delivers 
energy to the affected area of 
your body at varying wave-
lengths, including both low fre-
quency and middle-frequency 
signals. It also uses amplitude 
modulated (AM) and frequen-
cy modulated (FM) signaling. 
During a treatment session, 

the system automat-
ically changes to si-
multaneously deliver 
AM and FM electric 
cell signal energy. 

AND THE GREAT 
NEWS IS THAT THIS 
CARE IS VERY AF-
FORDABLE! 

The amount of treat-
ment needed to allow 
the nerves to fully re-
cover varies from per-
son to person and can 
only be determined 
after a detailed neu-
rological and vascular 
evaluation. 

As long as you have not 
sustained at least 95% nerve 
damage there is hope! 

Dr. Ferrin’s clinic will do a 
chronic pain and nerve sever-
ity examination to determine 
the extent of the nerve dam-
age as a public service to you 
and/or your family and friends. 

This nerve pain severity ex-
amination will consist of a de-
tailed sensory evaluation and 
a detailed analysis of the find-
ings of your neuropathy. 

Dr. Ferrin’s clinic will be offer-
ing this chronic pain and nerve 
severity examination from 
now until July 9, 2026. Call 
850-745-6095 to make an ap-
pointment to determine if your 
chronic pain and nerve issues 
can be successfully treated. 

Due to our very busy office 
schedule, we are limiting this 
offer to the first 25 callers. 
Normally this initial evaluation 
can be very expensive, but the 
first 25 callers will receive their 
examination for only $27. YOU 
DO NOT HAVE TO SUFFER 
ANOTHER MINUTE, CALL 
850-745-6095 ... NOW! 

We are extremely busy and, 
if your call goes to our voice 
mail, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you.

“I came in for my foot and its improved to 
a 3 out of 5.

I recommend Dr. Ferrin’s clinic.”
-Joseph L. Scheppers, Westphalia, MO

“I came in for severe pain and noticed 
instant improvement!

I rate my improvement 4 out of 5 and love 
the ‘old Waylan’ they play in the morn-

ing!”
- Charlie Koelling, Hermann, MO

“I came in for help walking on my leg. 
Now I rate my improvement at Dr. Ferrin’s 

clinic a 4 out of 5!”
- Linda Juno, Eldon, MO

“My numbness was improved 4 out of 5 
stars,

I immediately noticed improvement and 
Rate Dr. Ferrin’s clinic ‘the best!”’

-Jacque Sue Meyer, Lohman, MO
“Foot and leg pain is a great deal better! 

4.5 stars out of 5 -
I wish this treatment had been around for 

my Dad!
I recommend Dr. Ferrin’s clinic!”

- Mitch Anderson, Russellville, MO
“My foot feels a lot better!”

- Greg Borgemeyer, Wardsville, MO

“My leg pain improved 5 out of 5 and my 
Plantar Fasciitis improved 4 out of 5! I 

noticed improvement after my first treat-
ment! I recommend Dr. Ferrin’s clinic!”

- Gary Dake, Jefferson City, MO
“The treatments have given me a better 
outlook on my overall health. Thank you 

... Dr. Ferrin’s clinic”
-Jerry Schmitz, Jefferson City, MO

“I immediately started feeling better and 
it lasts all day!”

- Mark Kerstner, Lohman, MO
“The staff are very compassionate, capa-

ble and friendly!”
- Hazel Rea, Russellville, MO

“I came in to relieve pain in my foot and 
shoulder and noticed improvement after 

my third treatment!”
- David Welch, Holts Summit, MO

“I recommend this office; I enjoyed the 
appointments, the

staff were friendly and professional!”
- Bill Wekenborg, Jefferson City, MO

“I’ve had serious issues with my leg 
nerves for years!

Thanks for offering this treatment to us in 
Jefferson City, very much needed!”

- Tonny Hammond, Jefferson City, MO

“I noticed improvement after my first 
treatment! The treatments were success-
ful and did everything I was hoping for. 

Everyone in the office is very professional 
and friendly!”

-Tim Frevert, Jefferson City, MO
“I would refer family and friends - noticed 

improvement after first treatment.”
-Leroy Lenger, Jefferson City

“On a scale of one to five, I rate it a five! 
Maximum improvement.”

- Margaret Poettgen, Freeburg, MO
“I rate Dr. Ferrin’s clinic 5 out of 5!        

The Best!!”
-Jacque Sue Meyer, Lohman, MO

“I noticed improvement right away! Have 
had great service and am looking forward 

to more sessions!”

- Sharon Massman, Jefferson City, MO
“I came in for pain in my legs and feet. 

After very good treatments I’ve improved 
to 3 on a scale of 1-5!”

- Stanley Neuner, Jefferson City, MO
“I rate my improvements 5 out of 5! I’m 

gonna miss you guys- now, my extended 
family!”

- Evelyn Sue Kauffman,                    
Jefferson City, MO

“After a few sessions, I experienced a 
big improvement in my body! I no longer 

experienced leg cramps, my bowel move-
ments became normal without medica-

tions and my sciatic nerve pain was gone 
without taking pain pills!”

Thanks to the expertise of Dr. Ferrin.
- Dr. Eriberto Languido, M.D.

“I noticed improvement after 3-4 treat-
ments - improvement is a 4 on a scale of 
1-5! I would definitely recommend some-

one to Dr. Ferrin’s clinic.”
- William T. Ward, Russellville, MO
“I sought treatment for my neck; I rec-

ommend Dr. Ferrin’s clinic and rate their 
service Excellent.”

- Richard Rackers, Jefferson City, MO

HERE’S WHAT SOME OF OUR PATIENTS HAD TO SAY.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PERIPHERAL NERVE WARNING!

Mill Creek Place • Dr. Marc Ferrin - doctor@drferrin.com • 3278 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville FL
Divine Healing & Wellness Centers • 850-745-6095

Continued on next page

mailto:doctor@drferrin.com
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TEACH A KID THE  
TRUTH ABOUT DRUGS  

AND WE DON’T JUST HAVE  
A SMARTER KID. 

WE HAVE A BRIGHTER FUTURE.
Let’s get to our children before  

the drug dealers do.

Let’s tell them about the incredible low 
after the fleeting high. 

Let’s make sure their birthday candles 
have higher numbers.

DrugFreeWorld.org
Let’s better the world.

© 2024 Foundation for a Drug-Free World. All Rights Reserved. The Foundation for a Drug-Free World Logo is a trademark owned by the Foundation for a Drug-Free World 
and is used with its permission. #S001419

23-08-4DC-a-SMP-en_US-DFW PSA Print Ads_Spreads.indd   1-2 1/3/24   10:30 PM

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone

Turn to Page 3

“It’s a New Day”
$1 One Section

Our 2nd Year 30th IssueThursday, July 27, 2023
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non-profi t supports law enforcement offi cers injured on the job

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.
Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 

after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.
Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 

unsuccessful.
According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 

been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
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By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.
 Harvey had been set 

to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.
He is scheduled for 

sentencing on Sept. 7.
Harvey is charged 

with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.
Assistant State Attor-

ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.
The matter started af-

ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 
But the Rotary incident 

prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.
The staff member went 

to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.
 In April 2020, Harvey 

was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.
During the FDLE in-

vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.
Asked by the news-

paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.
Harvey’s statutory 

salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.
Harvey had done 

payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping; a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses, high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.
Names and other details were not released by 

the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 

the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.
“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 

be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.
“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.
But it also could mean a short-term increase 

in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.
Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-

ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.
The state announced last month that a “road-

killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for Musical
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Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.
Florida’s Gulf Coast is 

the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.
According to prelim-

inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.
March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SOPCHOPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SN
OWDEN 

Editor

The resentenc
ing of 

Guerry Wayne H
ertz and 

Jason Looney 
on mur-

der charges i
s sched-

uled to get und
erway on 

June 19 with ju
ry selec-

tion.
The question 

before 

jurors will be 
whether 

or not Hertz an
d Looney 

should be sent
enced to 

death for the 19
97 mur-

ders of Melan
ie King 

and Keith Sp
ears. At 

their 1999 tri
al, Hertz 

and Looney we
re found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree
 murder 

and, by a vote
 of 10-2, 

the jury recom
mended 

death, which 
was or-

dered by the co
urt.

(A third man in
volved 

in the murde
rs, Jim-

my Dempsey, 
testified 

against Hertz 
and Loo-

ney at the tria
l in ex-

change for a se
ntence of 

life in prison.)

The only issu
e be-

fore the jurors
 will be 

whether to rec
ommend 

a death sente
nce. The 

guilt of Hertz 
and Loo-

ney is not at is
sue, and 

they will neve
r be re-

leased from pri
son even 

if a jury recom
mends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, ther

e was 

not a require
ment in 

Florida for a un
animous 

jury verdict for
 a death 

sentence. The 
case was 

sent back for a
 re-do of 

the death pena
lty phase 

and has been 
pending 

for several year
s.

In this year’s L
egisla-

tive session, in 
response 

to the lack of 
a unan-

imous jury ve
rdict for 

the death pena
lty at the 

trial of Parkla
nd High 

School shooter
 Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida la
wmakers 

changed the sta
ndard to 

an 8-4 vote for 
death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Her
tz, noted 

at a docket 
sounding 

hearing on We
dnesday, 

June 7, that 
the de-

fense team ha
d antic-

ipated a chang
e in the 

law on jury verd
icts, but 

had anticipated
 the law 

would go into 
effect on 

Oct. 1 – which
 is why 

the defense ha
d agreed 

to set the rese
ntencing 

for June 19. T
he Flori-

da Legislature m
ade the 

change in jury
 verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears-King murders 25 years ago, will have a re-do of the death penalty phase of their trial
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Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

Warned by their
 accountant tha

t they are facing
 

financial ruin if 
they don’t do so

mething, St. Ma
rks 

City Commissi
oners voted to

 raise sewer ra
tes 

75% – which w
ould translate 

to a $46 increa
se 

per month on r
esidential utilit

y bills.

It was roughly
 estimated tha

t the increase
 

would translate
 into an additio

nal $183,000 in
to 

the city’s utility
 fund.

City commissio
ners voted 3-1 

for the increase
, 

with the motio
n made by Dan

 Albers, second
ed 

by Paula Bell,
 and supporte

d by Mayor Pa
ul 

Sheddan. Steve
 Remke was the

 lone vote again
st 

the increase. R
emke had mad

e a motion ear
lier 

for a 50% incre
ase that was se

conded by Bell 
for 

discussion and
 was ultimately

 voted down 1-
3. 

City Commissio
n Sharon Rudd

 was absent du
e 

to illness.
The meeting roo

m at City Hall w
as full of citizens

 

on Thursday, J
une 8, but none

 seemed especia
lly 

upset by the sh
arp increase in

 rates. 

One citizen did 
suggest that the

re must be mon
-

ey to cut, and M
ayor Sheddan a

ppeared irritate
d 

at the comment
. The mayor rep

lied that city co
m-

missioners had
 cut everything 

they could think
 of, 

but there was 
no way to mak

e enough finan
cial 

cuts to get out 
of the problem.

 Several residen
ts 

in the audience
 suggested just

 going ahead w
ith 

a 100% increas
e to get the pai

n over with.

It was noted tha
t the city had be

en slow to raise
 

its utility rates
 – there had on

ly been a 12% 
in-

crease over the 
past several yea

rs, which would
n’t 

be enough to k
eep up with inf

lation.

As part of finan
cial cuts, the c

ity commission
 

has cut the pay 
of City Manager

 Zoe Mansfield a
nd 

Ethel Jefferson
 by going to a fo

ur-day workwe
ek.

Mayor Shedda
n was also pr

epared at the
 

meeting to sug
gest a reorgani

zation of city s
taff 

by removing P
ublic Works fr

om under the 
city  

manager, and a
ltering the title 

of the city mana
ger 

to administrati
ve manager.

City Attorney Ro
n Mowrey told S

heddan that the
 

city charter ref
ers specifically

 to a city mana
ger 

position and du
ties. He said in

terference by c
ity 

commissioners
 in the city man

ager’s duties wa
s a 

first-degree mis
demeanor. Mow

rey told Shedda
n 

that the change
 he was propos

ing would requ
ire 

advertising and
 then a referend

um for city vote
rs 

to approve.
Sheddan appea

red disappointe
d in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’
s last meeting 

as city attorney
. 

He had represe
nted St. Marks

 for many years
. 

He told city com
missioners tha

t he had prac-

ticed law for 54
 years and wou

ld turn 80 in th
e 

summer, sayin
g it was time fo

r him to retire.

In another mat
ter, Shadrach H

ines of the St. 

Marks Waterfr
onts committe

e announced t
he 

group had rais
ed enough mo

ney for Fourth
 of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said
 the city’s first c

ommunity mar
-

ket was a succ
ess. The next o

ne is set for Ju
ne 

24 from 9 a.m.
 to 1 p.m.

Robyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

The Wakulla S
prings 

Alliance made
 a pitch 

to the county’s
 Charter 

Review Commi
ttee for a 

proposed ballot
 initiative 

that would exp
and the 

Wakulla Spring
s pro-

tection area o
r create 

a Spring Creek
 special 

planning area.

The Charter R
eview 

Committee has bee
n 

meeting over 
the past 

few months to
 look at 

possible chang
es to the 

county’s govern
ing doc-

ument. It is re
quired to 

be reviewed e
very 10 

years.
Chad  Hanso

n ,  a 

member of the
 Wakulla 

Springs Allianc
e, did a 

PowerPoint pre
sentation 

at the Charte
r Review 

Committee’s m
eeting on 

Tuesday, June
 6 at the 

community cen
ter.

Hanson’s pre
senta-

tion went thro
ugh the 

historical deg
radation 

of the springs
 due to 

nitrogen in grou
ndwater 

from septic sys
tems and 

the City of Talla
hassee’s 

Tram Road sp
rayfield. 

It reached th
e point 

in 2008 that t
he state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protect
ion 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologic
ally im-

paired.”
Hanson noted

 that 

there has bee
n some 

recovery in rece
nt years, 

“but it’s nowh
ere near 

where it should
 be.”

The implicatio
ns of 

expanding th
e zone 

would be, for vu
lnerable 

areas in the ba
sin map, 

which includes
 much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater tr
eatment 

standards fo
r septic 

tanks, with se
wer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as t
wo units 

per acre on sep
tic, or no 

more than five 
units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map ame
ndments 

for  more tha
n 1 unit 

on 2 acres (o
n sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS
) without 

enforceable dev
elopment 

agreement.
Some members

 of the 

Charter Revie
w Com-

mittee questio
ned if 

expanding the
 springs 

protection zone
 was an 

appropriate iss
ue – with 

committee mem
ber An-

drew Riddle, w
ho also 

chairs the coun
ty plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson
 is also 

a member), as
ked if it 

wasn’t more pr
operly an  

issue to be ad
dressed 

in the county’s
 compre-

hensive plan. R
iddle also 

questioned the 
impact of 

such a change o
n county 

building regula
tions.

Committee member 

John Shuff no
ted that 

the Wakulla Sp
rings ba-

sin encompass
es 1,300 

square miles –
 much of 

which is in Leo
n Coun-

ty – and questio
ned why 

Leon doesn’t he
lp shoul-

der the burden
 of clean-

ing up the 7,00
0 septic 

tanks in its jur
isdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz wen
t forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expa
nsion of 

the springs pr
otection 

zone as a ballot
 question 

– and the mo
tion was 

seconded by co
mmittee 

member David 
Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell e
xpressed 

disappointmen
t at the 

motion and said
 it should 

properly be bro
ught up 

on next month’
s agenda 

as new busine
ss. Artz 

withdrew her m
otion.

At the end of the
 meet-

ing, County Adm
inistra-

tor David Edw
ards ex-

pressed his opi
nion that 

expansion of th
e springs 

protection zon
e would 

have major imp
lications. 

He pointed to
 the im-

pact on the Craw
fordville 

Town Plan and
 said the 

change would 
take the 

county’s zonin
g regula-

tions and toss 
them out 

the window.
“It would paraly

ze the 

county from a
 growth 

perspective,” 
Edwards 

said.
The issue of

 DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$40 per 

year
in county

Children still enjoy 
his long out-of-print 
books, including 
FLAMINGO FEATH-
ER and WAKUL-
LA. The latter was 
written when Kirk 
and his wife visited 
the Beechers as de-

scribed in the diary 
above. Munroe was 
an amateur canoeist 
who organized clubs 
wherever he visit-
ed for any length of 
time.

The Beecher plan-
tation was a frame 
house standing at 
the corner of two 

streets in Newport 
but was torn down at 
some unknown date. 
There is only an emp-
ty lot under large live 
oat trees where the 
house used to stand. 
Newport was a thriv-
ing town in the 1850s 
but started to decline 
even before the Civil 

War.
Dr. Leonard, who 

provided the notes 
from Mary Munroe’s 
diary, is a retired 
collage teacher and 
an authority on Kirk 
Munroe.

The Wakulla 
County Historical 

Society Museum is 
in the Old Jail at 
24 High Drive in 
Crawfordville. We 
are open to the pub-
lic on Thursdays 
and Fridays, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and on Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m. Visit us online 

at WakullaHistory.
org. The museum 
houses a complete, 
indexed collection 
of the Magnolia 
Monthly magazines 
for review in our 
reading room, and 
several partial sets 
available for pur-
chase.

Canoe trip 

https://thewakullasun.com/unused/subscribe-to-the-sun/#
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▶ The National Park 
Service notes incomplete 
and destroyed enlistment 
records from the 
Confederate Army 
complicate e� orts to 
determine how many 
soldiers fought in the 
American Civil War. 
However, historians 
estimate the total 
number of soldiers is 
somewhere between 
three and four million. 
The NPS notes nearly 
2.7 million combatants 
enlisted for the Union 
Army, while estimates 
for the Confederate Army 
range between 750,000 
and a little more than 1.2 
million.

▶The American 
Battlefi eld Trust reports 
that the Battle of Shiloh, 
also known as the Battle 

of Pittsburg Landing, 
featured unprecedented 
carnage over two days 
in April 1862. The battle 
enabled Union troops to 
penetrate the Confederate 
interior, but the cost 
was steep, producing 
more casualties than any 
confl ict on the American 
continent to date. By the 
time the battle ended, 
more than 13,000 Union 
troops had died while 
Confederate losses neared 
11,000.

▶ American Civil War 
nurse and eventual 
founder of the American 
Red Cross Clara Barton 
was tending to a wounded 
soldier during the Battle 
of Antietam in September 
1862 when a bullet ripped 
through her sleeve. 
Though Barton was 
unharmed, the bullet 

killed the man she was 
trying to help.

▶ Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
Jr. is best remembered 
for his lengthy tenure 
on the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which began in 
1902 and ended in 1932, 
when Justice Holmes 
was 90 years old. But long 
before Justice Holmes 
took a seat on the bench 
of the Supreme Court, 
he was a combatant in 
the American Civil War, 
during which he was 
injured on three separate 
occasions.

▶ Kentucky Senator 
John J. Crittenden had 
two sons who became 
major generals during 
the American Civil War. 
Though that’s notable on 
its own, it’s even more 
so given that Senator 

Crittenden’s sons fought 
on opposite sides. A third 
son served in the Union 
Army as well, attaining the 
rank of colonel, while two 
of the Senator’s grandsons 
also fought in the confl ict, 
with one fi ghting for the 
Confederate Army and the 
other serving in the U.S. 
Navy under Union Rear 
Admiral David Farragut.

▶ President Abraham 
Lincoln’s famous 
Gettysburg Address in 
1863 is well-known for 
its brevity. But Edward 
Everett, who spoke before 
President Lincoln at the 
dedication ceremony of 
the Gettysburg National 
Cemetery, spoke for more 
than two hours.

Notable
facts about
the American 
Civil War

The American Civil War is the 
deadliest confl ict in United States 
history. Though the precise 

number of casualties remains unknown, a 
2011 analysis from demographic historian 
Dr. J. David Hacker estimated that three 
quarters of a million people lost their 
lives during the American Civil War. Dr. 
Hacker’s research was met with praise by 
Civil War historians, and his estimate is 
just one of many notable facts about this 
pivotal confl ict in American history.

Sponsor Ad

Americans will celebrate the two 
hundred and fi ftieth anniversary
of the United States throughout 

2026. Many a notable leader has infl uenced 
the country in its 250-year history, and the 
following are some notable quotes from 
American presidents over the course
of the nation’s history.

Notable quotes 
from American 
presidents

“  If we can but prevent 
the government from 
wasting the labors of 
the people, under the 
pretense of taking care 
of them, they must 
become happy. ”

— Thomas Je� erson, 1802

“  

— Thomas Je� erson, 1802

“  Peace is the best time for improvement
and preparation of every kind; it is in peace
that our commerce fl ourishes most, that
taxes are most easily paid, and that
the revenue is most productive. ”

— James Monroe, 1817

“  O�  ceholders are the agents
of the people, not their masters. ”

— Grover Cleveland, 1886

“  In the history of mankind, many republics have 
risen, have fl ourished for a less or greater time, 
and then have fallen because their citizens lost 
the power of governing themselves and thereby 
governing their state; and in no way has this 
loss of power been so often and so clearly shown 
as in the tendency to turn the government into 
a government primarily for the benefi t of one 
class instead of a government for the benefi t of 
the people as a whole. ”

— Theodore Roosevelt, 1903

“  Governments do not make ideals,
but ideals make governments. ”

— Calvin Coolidge, 1926

“  No government is perfect. One of the chief 
virtues of democracy, however, is that its 
defects are always visible and under democratic 
processes can be pointed out and corrected. ”

— Harry S. Truman, 1947

“  Mankind must put an end to war —
or war will put an end to mankind. ”

— John F. Kennedy, 1961

“  A president’s hardest task is not to do
what is right, but to know what is right. ”

— Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965

“  American has never been united by
blood or birth or soil. We are bound by
ideals that move us beyond our backgrounds, 
lift us above our interests and teach us
what it means to be citizens.”

— George W. Bush,  2001

“  Change will not come if we wait for some
other person, or if we wait for some other time. 
We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.
We are the change that we seek.”

— Barack Obama, 2008  (delivered while campaigning
for president in an election Obama ultimately won)
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