
By LINDA ANN McDONALD
Correspondent

When it comes to Sopchoppy, 
it was love at first sight for Lara 
Edwards. Like many others who 
visit, she was immediately charmed 
by Sopchoppy’s rural lifestyle and 
unique character; she was captivat-
ed from the moment she arrived for 
the first time.

Edwards, who describes herself 
as a “military brat,” was introduced 
in 2008 to Sopchoppy when she met 
for the first time the mother of David 
Edwards, her future husband to be. 
The Edwards’ Sopchoppy homestead 
has been in the family for multiple 
generations. 

“I remember going down a long, 
dark road to get to the house, and 
I saw the glow of all the pretty little 
farm lights, and I could just smell 
the food the moment I got out of the PH

O
TO

 L
IN

D
A

 A
N

N
 M

cD
O

N
A

LD

Turn to Page 7

Lara Edwards
Sopchoppy City Commissioner is dedicated to her community

CHAMBER DIRECTORY PULL-OUT

Serving Wakulla County, Alligator Point and St. Teresa

“The little paper”
onthlyeighbor
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850-926-5919
FAMILYFHC.COM

3106 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

at Harvey Young Chapel

Why Pre-Plan

Trusted Local Family

FOR YOUR FAMILY, FOR YOURSELF, 
     FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Family

Young
Lara Edwards is also the director of the Wakulla Senior Citizens Center.

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

N I S S A N
A Kraft Brothers Dealership

YOU’RE IN KRAFT COUNTRY

MAHAN DRIVE TALLAHASSEE, FL • kraftnissan.com

LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!LOWEST PRICE IN THE AREA!!!!

BUY 3 TIRES 
GET THE 4TH

FREE!!!*

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER HOUSEHOLD. MAY NOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
*MUST BE DEALER INSTALLED. INSTALLATION AND BALANCE EXTRA.

SCAN HERE 
TO SET 

YOUR OWN 
APPOINTMENT

KRAFT NISSAN - HAS THE
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES...
• 0% for 60 Months on   

Almost all 2026 SUV’s
• $3500 CUSTOMER CASH   

ON ALMOST ALL    
2026 SUV’S
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At Trademark Homes… 
you have friends with LOW PRICES
1700 S. Jefferson St., Monticello, FL
(850) 459-4864 • call or text anytime

All credit situations considered.

Top dollar paid for your Trade-in, regardless of age 
or condition.

2027 Model Homes Arriving Weekly!

-OPEN HOUSE DAILY-

Trademark Home 
Center

Trademark Home Trademark Home Trademark Home Trademark Home 
CenterCenterCenterCenter

By BRIAN ENGLISH

One of the most 
common questions 
people ask about So-
cial Security is when 
they should start 
taking benefits. Mak-
ing the right decision 
for you can have a 
meaningful impact 

on your financial in-
come in retirement.
Before consider-

ing how personal 
circumstances and 
objectives may play 
into your decision, 
it may be helpful to 
preface that discus-
sion with an illustra-
tion of how benefits 
may differ based on 
the age at which you 
commence taking 
Social Security.
As the accompany-

ing chart reflects, the 
amount you receive 
will be based on the 
age at which you be-
gin taking benefits.

 

AGE/MONTHLY 
BENEFIT AMOUNT¹

62 – $1,050.00
63 – $1,125.00
64 – $1,200.00
65 – $1,300.50
66 – $1,399.50
67 – $1,500.00
68 – $1,620.00
69 – $1,740.00
70 – $1,860.00
 
*This example 

assumes a benefit 
amount of $1,500 at 
the full retirement 
age of 67 months 
for those born after 
1960.

At first blush, the 
decision may seem a 
bit clear-cut: simply 
calculate the lifetime 
value of the early 
benefit amount ver-
sus the lifetime value 
of the higher benefit, 
based on some as-
sumed life expectan-
cy.
The calculus is a 

bit more complicated 
than that because of 
the more favorable 
tax treatment of So-
cial Security income 
versus IRA with-

drawals, spousal 
benefit coordination 
opportunities, the 
consideration of the 
surviving spouse, 
and Social Security’s 
lifetime income guar-
antee that exists un-
der current law.²
Here are three 

ideas to think about 
when making your 
decision:
1. Do You Need 

the Money?
Retiring before full 

retirement age may 
be a personal choice 
or one that is thrust 
upon you because 
of circumstances, 
such as declining 
health or job loss. If 
you need the income 
that Social Securi-
ty is scheduled to 
provide, however re-
duced, then taking 
benefits early may 
be the only choice for 
you.
2. Consider the 

Needs of Your 
Spouse
If your spouse ex-

pects to depend on 
your Social Security 

income, the survivor 
benefits he or she 
receives after your 
death may be re-
duced substantially 
if you begin taking 
benefits early. It’s 
important to remem-
ber that, based on 
current life expec-
tancy tables, women 
are likely to live lon-
ger than men.
3.Are You 

Healthy?
The primary risk 

in retirement is run-
ning out of money. 
The odds of living a 
long life in retirement 
call for waiting until 
you reach full retire-
ment age so that you 
receive a full benefit 
for as long as you 
live.
However, if your 

current health is 
poor, then starting 
earlier may make 
sense for you.
There are several 

elements you should 
evaluate before you 
start claiming Social 
Security. By deter-
mining your priori-

ties and other income 
opportunities, you 
may be able to better 
decide at what age 
benefits make the 
most sense.
1. SSA.gov, 2026
2. Once you reach 

age 73 you must be-
gin taking required 
minimum distribu-
tions from a Tradi-
tional Individual Re-
tirement Account in 
most circumstances. 
Withdrawals from 
Traditional IRAs are 
taxed as ordinary in-
come and, if taken 
before age 59½, may 
be subject to a 10% 
federal income tax 
penalty. Contribu-
tions to a Traditional 
IRA may be fully or 
partially deductible, 
depending on your 
adjusted gross in-
come.

Brian can be 
reached at (850) 
926-7487. 

Securities and invest-
ment advisory services 
offered through Osa-
ic Wealth, Inc. mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC. Osaic 
Wealth is separately 
owned and other enti-
ties and/or marketing 
names, products or ser-
vices referenced here 
are independent of Osa-
ic Wealth. Osaic Wealth 
does not provide tax or 
legal advice.

Deciding when to take Social Security

SHELL POINT
Realty, Inc.

SHELL POINT
Realty, Inc.

If your Dream Home 
is on the Water, 
Chances are you’ll 
� nd it here in Wakulla

By the Sea… On � e Lake… 
Up � e River… Or � rough � e Woods…

Call a realtor who’s not afraid to get her feet wet!

Shari Edington
Broker Associate

850-933-6364
Shell Point Realty Inc.

Whether it’s buying or selling 
a primary home or your next 

vacation home in 
Wakulla County and the 

surrounding areas,
I’d be honored to be 

your Realtor®!

www.theamericandream.house

americandreamnorthfl orida

theamericandreamnorthfl orida

angie brookeANGIE BROOKE
BROKER ASSOCIATE 

850.766.3675
Angie@theamericandream.house

hope webbH O P E   W E B B
B R O K E R   O W N E R

850.838.7640
Hope@theamericandream.house

je�alynn marksJESSALYNN MARKS
REALTOR®

850.510.5377
Jessalynn@theamericandream.house

850-766-3675

Threads Through Time
A Walk Through Wakulla Fashion

Wakulla County Historical Society

Saturday September 12th 2:00-5:00 pm

Crawfordville Women's Club
Enjoy tea, refreshments, 

& fashion to Celebrate
America 250

$25 per person

Model sign up here

Tickets online and at
the WCHS Gift Shop

http://www.theamericandream.house
mailto:Angie@theamericandream.house
mailto:Hope@theamericandream.house
mailto:Jessalynn@theamericandream.house
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Chuck Norris doesn’t mow his lawn, the grass is 

afraid to grow

HIS-
TORY

Headline 
news 1926
August 6, 1926, 20-year-
old American Gertrude 
Ederle becomes the first 
woman to swim the 21 
miles from Dover, En-

gland in 14 hours and 39 
minutes, to Cape Griz-
Nez across the English 

Channel.
Aug. 23 -Rudolph Val-
entino, 31, the popu-
lar Italian film actor 
and idol, died at 12:10 
in the afternoon at 
New York’s Polyclinic 
Hospital, from compli-
cations associated with 
a double operation on 
August 15 for appendi-
citis and for a perfo-

rated ulcer.
August 24 - One hundred 
people were injured as 
a riot nearly ensued in 
New York when 60,000 

mourners, mostly women, 
pushed through Camp-
bell’s Funeral Parlor 
to get a glimpse of Ru-
dolph Valentino’s body 

lying in state.

1926 Milk Duds are intro-
duced. 1926 Cobb salad, a 
chopped salad made with 
avocado, lettuce, celery, 
tomato, bacon, chicken, 
chives, hard-boiled egg, 

watercress and Roquefort 
cheese is created at the 

Brown Derby in Los Ange-
les by owner Bob Cobb to 

use up leftovers.

   MISS  INFORMATION  FUN  PAGE  By Lynda Kinsey
Content contributor William Dickman

 

 

Ranch 
Dressing

1/2 cup mayonnaise, 1/2 cup sour cream,
3/4 cup buttermilk, 2 cloves garlic minced,

1/4 cup freshly chopped parsley, 2 Tbsp. freshly 
chopped dill , 2 Tbsp. freshly chopped chives,

1 1/2 tsp. kosher salt,
1/2 tsp. freshly ground black pepper

1/2 tsp. onion powder.
In a medium bowl, whisk together mayonnaise, 

sour cream, and buttermilk. Add remaining 
ingredients and stir until combined. Store 

covered in the refrigerator for up to 
a week. MANNERS

*Being Punctual is respectful
*Keep approx. arms lengh apart for personal space

*Avoid touching strangers or tapping on their shoulder
*Golden rule is treating others as you would like to be treated
* Always stay on the right side of the corridor when walking

*A gentleman should always enter a dark theater first
* Always ask well in advance before bringing a plus-one 

or an animal
*A guest should not take unarranged 

flowers as a hostess gift

TRIVIA 
1. What is the tallest mountain in the world ?

2. In what year did the Titanic Sink ?
3. What was the name of the trade route that connected China to the 

Mediterranean?
4. Who was the British Prime Minister during most of World War II?

5. Which country has the world’s longest coastline?    
   6. What was the first feature-length animated movie ever released? 

ANSWERS: 
1. Mount Everest 

2. 1912
3. The Silk Road

4. Winston Churchill
5. Canada

 6. Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

Bla 
Bla...BLAH...

Fun Facts!
Bernice Frankel was born on May 

13, 1922, in Brooklyn. After graduating 
high school she studied for a year at 

Blackstone College for Girls in Blackstone, 
Virginia. During World War II, Frankel enlist-
ed as one of the first members of the United 

States Marine Corps Women’s Reserve in 1943. 
She was honorably discharged at the rank of staff 

sergeant in September 1945.
After serving in the Marines, Frankel studied for a 
year at the Franklin School of Science and Arts in 

Philadelphia, where she became a licensed laboratory 
medical technician. In 1947 she enrolled in the School of 
Drama at The New School in New York and studied under 

Lee Strasberg and German director Erwin Piscator. She began 
her acting career as a member of an off-Broadway theater 

group at the Cherry Lane Theatre in New York City in the late 
1940s.  In 1966, she auditioned for the title role in the musical 
Mame, which her husband Gene Saks was set to direct. An-
gela Lansbury won the role but she accepted the supporting 

role of Vera Charles, winning a Tony Award for the role.
She apeared with Lucille Ball, Woody Allen, and  many 
other stars.  She also appeared in All in the Family and 

was later offered her own TV series, Maude. 
She may be best known for playing Dorothy in The 

Golden Girls, which ran for 7 seasons and 180 
half-hour episodes.

Bea Arthur 
(born Bernice Frankel

May 13, 1922 – April 25, 2009)

Call 
850-962-8019

TO 

RESERVE   THIS 

AD 

SPACE 

TODAY!

SPORTS 
What sporting event is held every year on 

Memorial Day?

SnArkyiSms!

I told my wife she should embrace her mistakes. 
She came over and gave me a great big hug!

2219 Crawfordville Hwy • Crawfordville • 926-3300

S A L E S  -  S E RV I C E  -  R E PA I R

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS - CHAINS SAWS FROM $19999

3  Y
3  Y

MOWERS

Open Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat 8-Noon • 3youtdoorequipment.com

 Locally Owned- Darell Land
25 Aaron Strickland Rd
Crawfordville, Fl 32327

850-745-8065
www.USAbuiltsheds.com

Jim Porter  &  Todd Porter 
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Better Business Bureau

Member of the Chamber of Commerce 

Serving Wakulla & 

Surrounding Counties

Since 1993

licensed & insured

• Quality Residential and Commercial Repainting

• Pressure Washing • Lift Available In House

• Wood Rot Repairs • Cabinet Painting 

• Deck Restoration

You can now subscribe to The Sun online!
To receive our Weekly Newspaper please visit 

www.thewakullasun.com and click on the subscribe 
today button or scan the QR code Here.

TREE TRIMMING and REMOVAL 
• STORM DAMAGE •

• TREE PRESERVATION •
Michael Mongeon
ISA Certifi ed  Arborist, FL-6125A
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualifi ed

850-421-8104

The Indianapolis 500

MODERN SLANG 
&

ITS MEANING

Bet: Means “okay,” 
“agreed,” or “yes.”

No cap: Means “no lie” or 
“for real”.

Rizz: Short for 
charisma; charm and 

skill in flirting.
Low key: Meaning secret-

ly, slightly, or quietly.
Ate and left no crumbs: 

Used when someone does 
an exceptionally good job 

at something.
Sus: Short for suspicious; 
untrustworthy or shady.

Cap / No Cap: “Cap” 
means to lie or exag-
gerate, while “no cap” 

means telling the truth 
or “no lie.”

“Every expert was once a beginner.” 
―Rutherford B. Hayes (1877–1881)

-Vintage 
-AnTiquing

-COLLECTING

I have recently read 
that Art Deco and Art 
Nouveau are up and 
coming collectible 
items. Makes sense 
due to the age of the 
items are becoming 

true antiques. Among 
them are Victorian pot-
tery, mirrors, pairs of 
vases, artwork. globes 

and desks.Chinese 
porcelain is also very 
popular - China has 

been producing porce-
lain for centuries while 
Europe didn’t discover 
how to make porcelain 
until the 18th century.
Champagne glasses are 

also becoming more 
collectible.

I used to be indecisive, 
but now I’m not so sure!

 The America 250 
event was a huge success. 
We thank Clerk of Court 
Greg James for putting a 
team together to  make 

the event happen. 
Thank you Skip Young for 
the tent you provided for 

shelter from the sun. 
The display of items from 
the 1976 capsule are on 
display at the Historical 
Society Museum at the 

Old Jail
24 High Dr., C’ville

John Pigott placed the Time Capsule for 
burial in 1976. His great-great grandson, Jase 
Cantrell, had the honor of recovering it after it 
was dug up in 2026 along with Mae Counce & 
Josie Counce.   
                  

Photo  compliments of  DaLynda Vause

You asked, 
I answered…

School really does start 
August 10th…

Go War Eagles!!!
XO, Quincee

http://www.USAbuiltsheds.com
http://www.thewakullasun.com
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AIR-CON Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

3232 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304 

850-926-5592
Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

CELEBRATING 
          35 YEARS!

Party Tents-n-MoreParty Tents-n-More

Locally owned and operated by Charlene & Billy Bishop

Tents • Tables • Chairs
850926-7339

850933-1718 (cell)
Located in Wakulla County

By SAMANTHA KENNEDY
Extension Office

As a new school year 
approaches, many fam-
ilies are preparing for 
the annual expense of 
school supplies, cloth-
ing, backpacks, and 
other classroom ne-
cessities. With care-
ful planning, however, 
back-to-school shop-
ping does not have to 
strain the household 
budget.

Start with a simple 
but often overlooked 
step: Taking inventory 
at home before head-
ing to the store. Many 
families already have 
usable notebooks, pen-
cils, folders, backpacks, 
calculators, and oth-
er supplies left over 
from previous school 
years. Reviewing what 
is already available can 
prevent unnecessary 
purchases and help 
families focus only on 
items that truly need 
replacing. 

Creating a shopping 
list is another important 
money-saving strategy. 
Parents should iden-
tify “must-have” items 
and separate them from 
“nice-to-have-but-not-
necessary” purchas-
es. Having a list helps 
shoppers avoid impulse 
buying and stay focused 
on school requirements 
rather than marketing 
trends or brand names. 

Comparison shop 
and watch for sales. 
School supplies are 
often discounted 
throughout the sum-
mer, and families can 
stretch their dollars 
further by comparing 
prices across stores, 
using coupons, and 
considering generic 
or store-brand prod-
ucts. In many cases, 
less expensive alterna-
tives perform just as 
well as higher-priced 
name brands. Remem-
ber, items containing 
branded logos such as 
sports teams, Disney 
characters, and others 
will cost a lot more than 
non-branded items.

Another bud-
get-friendly option is re-
using and repurposing 
supplies. School sup-
ply lists rarely require 
every item to be brand 
new. Reusing folders, 
binders, backpacks, 
and other materials 
can significantly reduce 

costs. Some commu-
nities also host supply 
swaps where families 
exchange gently used 
items, clothing, and 
school materials. 

When it comes to 
clothing, buy only what 
is needed immediately 
and spread purchases 
throughout the year. 
Waiting for seasonal 
sales, shopping at thrift 
or consignment stores, 
and choosing dura-
ble, mix-and-match 
clothing can generate 
substantial savings. 
Purchasing items grad-
ually may also reduce 
the financial pressure 
that often accompanies 
back-to-school season. 

Back-to-school shop-
ping also presents a 
valuable opportunity 
to teach children about 
money management. 
Involve kids in creating 
a spending plan, com-
paring prices, and mak-
ing decisions within a 
set budget. These ex-
periences can help chil-
dren understand the 
value of money and the 
trade-offs involved in 
financial decision-mak-
ing. 

Finally, families 
should remember that 
community resources 
may be available. Many 
schools, nonprofit or-
ganizations, churches, 
and local programs offer 
free school supplies or 

assistance for families 
facing financial chal-
lenges. Taking advan-
tage of these resources 
can help ensure stu-
dents have the tools 
they need to succeed 
without creating addi-
tional financial stress. 

The Wakulla Coun-
ty outreach ministry 
F.R.E.S.H. is holding its 
annual back-to-school 
event on Saturday, 
Aug. 8,  from 9 a.m.  to 
2 p.m. at the Wakul-
la County Community 
Center. 

Florida’s Back-to-
School Tax Free Hol-
iday ends Thursday, 
Aug. 20. This is a great 
opportunity to save 
some money on qual-
ifying items. For a list 
of items that apply, vis-
it https://bit.ly/Tax-
Free2026. 

For more information 
about this and other 
family-related topics, 
please contact Saman-
tha Kennedy, Family 
and Consumer Scienc-
es agent, at (850) 926-
3931.

Back to school on a budget
PHOTO ADOBE STOCK

Back-to-school shopping 
doesn’t have to break the 
bank. Budget carefully 
and take advantage of 

sales and other resources 
can help you save money.

10 Cedar Avenue, Crawfordville 
PO Box 535, Crawfordville FL 32326
WAKULLAREALTY.COM

Real Estate Sales 
Listings &

Rental 
Management

“Specializing in 
  Wakulla County”

Sonya 
Hall
Broker

(850) 926–5084 
Sonya@wakullarealty.com

Management

(850) 567-8279 
Karen@wakullarealty.com

Karen 
Williams

Broker 
Associate

CELEBRATING 
38 YEARS

Available at 
Palaver Tree 
& Amazon

Come & Join us for 
a Taste of the Island Life!

Riversidebay.com
850-925-5668 • 69 Riverside DR., St. Marks Florida
ANY FURTHER SOUTH AND YOU’RE ALL WET!! ALWAYS!

GREAT FOOD… ALWAYS!
LIVE MUSIC… ALWAYS!

https://bit.ly/Tax-Free2026
https://bit.ly/Tax-Free2026
mailto:Sonya@wakullarealty.com
mailto:Karen@wakullarealty.com
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(850)926-6526
 Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm •  Sat. 8am - 2pm

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim charliegrim@msn.com • LubeXpert.net

With coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 09/04/26

Full Service 
Conventional Oil 

Change
Set of 

Wiper Blades

Offered

Synthetic Oil

(Includes 5 Quarts)
$6 Per Additional Quarts

$10 OFF

$5 OFF$5 OFF

A/C 
Service

Open
Mon-Tues: 8:00-5:00 • Wed: 8:00-1:00

Thurs-Fri: 8:00-5:00• Sat: 8:00-1:00 • Closed Sunday
Phone: 850-984-5637

Fax: 850-984-5698 
1296 Coastal Highway, Panacea FL 32346 

http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certifi ed General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

850-694-3333

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Jefferson 

& Franklin Counties

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com

• Over 40 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Competitive Rates • County Resident 
Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals 
(Including Mobile Homes) 
• Leon/Wakulla Native •

850-962-8079
INDOOR & PATIO SEATING

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

Lunch Specials
Monday – Friday

11:00 – 3:00

We don’t want ALL the Business 
        – but we want YOUR Business

2000 Crawfordville Hwy. 
Across from Wal Mart 

Sun. – Thurs. 11-9
Fri. and Sat. 11-10

Toasttab.com/SanMarcosCrawfordville

HELP COMMUNITY JOURNALISM
MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO 
SUPPORT THE WAKULLA SUN THROUGH 

THE FLORIDA PRESS FOUNDATION.

Payment must be made to the Florida Press 
Foundation, write in the check memo line that  
you want the donation to go to The Wakulla Sun.

Send it to Florida Press Foundation at 336 East 
College Avenue, Suite 304, Tallahassee FL 32301

By JARED MILLER
Wakulla Sheriff

As summer begins 
to wind down, fami-
lies across Wakulla 
County are preparing 
for a new school year. 
Backpacks are being 
filled, school supplies 
are being purchased, 
and students are get-
ting ready to return to 
classrooms, athletic 
fields, and extracur-
ricular activities.

The beginning of a 
school year is always 
an exciting time, but 
it also requires all of 

us to slow down, re-
main alert, and work 
together to keep our 
children safe.

With school back 
in session, drivers 
should expect in-
creased traffic on our 
roadways, especially 
during the morning 
and afternoon hours. 
School buses will once 
again be making fre-
quent stops, students 
will be traveling to 
and from school, and 
parents will be enter-
ing and leaving school 
campuses. Please al-
low additional time for 
your commute, avoid 
distractions, and obey 
all posted school-zone 
speed limits.

Florida law re-
quires motorists 
traveling in both di-
rections to stop for a 
school bus displaying 
its stop signal, unless 
the roadway is divided 
by a raised barrier or 

an unpaved median 
at least five feet wide. 
Passing a stopped 
school bus is not only 
illegal—it can have 
tragic consequences. 
A few moments of pa-
tience can prevent a 
lifetime of regret.

Parents should also 
take time to speak 
with their children 
about safety. Young-
er students should 
know their full name, 
home address, and a 
parent or guardian’s 
telephone number. 
Families should es-
tablish clear plans 
for transportation, af-
ter-school activities, 
and what children 
should do when plans 
unexpectedly change.

Online safety is 
another important 
part of preparing for 
the school year. Stu-
dents often spend 
significant time us-
ing phones, tablets, 

gaming systems, and 
social media. Parents 
should remain in-
volved, regularly re-
view privacy settings, 
and encourage chil-
dren to report threat-
ening, inappropriate, 
or suspicious mes-
sages. Remind them 
that information and 
photographs shared 
online can be copied, 
saved, and distribut-
ed far beyond the in-
tended audience.

Members of the 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Office will con-
tinue working close-
ly with the Wakulla 
County School Dis-
trict, school admin-
istrators, teachers, 
parents, and students 
throughout the year. 
Our School Resource 
Deputies are not only 
present to provide 
security, but also to 
build positive rela-
tionships, offer guid-

ance, and serve as 
trusted resources for 
students and staff.

I encourage stu-
dents to begin the year 
with confidence, treat 
others with respect, 
make responsible de-
cisions, and ask for 
help when they need 
it. No student should 
feel alone when fac-
ing bullying, anxiety, 
peer pressure, or oth-
er challenges. Parents 
and guardians are en-
couraged to remain 
involved, communi-
cate regularly with 
teachers and school 
staff, and take an ac-
tive interest in their 
child’s academic and 
personal well-being.

A safe and suc-
cessful school year 
is a shared respon-
sibility. It requires 
cooperation among 
families, educators, 
law enforcement, and 
the entire communi-

ty. When we remain 
attentive, communi-
cate openly, and look 
out for one another, 
we create an environ-
ment where students 
can focus on learning, 
building friendships, 
and reaching their full 
potential.

On behalf of the 
men and women of 
the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office, I wish 
every student, par-
ent, teacher, admin-
istrator, bus driver, 
and school employee 
a safe and successful 
school year. By re-
maining patient, at-
tentive, and commit-
ted to one another, we 
can help ensure that 
every child has the 
opportunity to learn 
and succeed.

Jared Miller is 
Wakulla County Sher-
iff.

A safe and successful start to the school year

mailto:charliegrim@msn.com
http://www.mikesmarineflorida.com
http://www.carrollappraisal.com
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Wakulla County 
Tax Collectors 

Of�ice
SPECIALTY TAGS

FLORIDA 
ANIMAL FRIEND 

SPECIALTY 
LICENSE PLATE  

With the purchase of each Florida Animal Friend 
specialty license plate, $25 goes toward helping 

end cat and dog overpopulation by increasing 
spay and neuter surgeries in the state. 

$15 - $30 additional 
to cost of tag.

Lisa 
Craze ,

CFC

Wakulla County Tax Collector

From Front Page

car. Through this intro-
duction, I learned what 
true southern hospital-
ity was. The experience 
was so comforting, I 
knew Sopchoppy was 
for me.”
Edwards also notes: 

“I also learned how to 
make her coconut cake 
and cathead biscuits, 
too.”
Sopchoppy is a rem-

iniscent feeling of her 
childhood near the Pan-
ama Canal, when her 
family was in the mil-
itary. She said, “I have 
a big family, two sisters 
and two brothers: Sean, 
myself, Christopher, 
Anne Marie, and Mi-
chelle, in order.”
Edwards has been 

married to David for 
18 years now. She met 
her husband in Pan-
ama City Beach when 
they both worked for 
St. Joe Paper Company. 
“Things started clicking 
and he said, ‘I want you 
to meet my mother,’ so 
we did and I fell for the 
charming country life-
style Sopchoppy offers, 
immediately.” David 
Edwards’ mother is Ms. 
Arie Edwards. In 2009, 
Lara and David had a 
son, John Alex. 
Because of her love 

for both Wakulla Coun-
ty and the Sopchoppy 
community, Edwards 
has taken on the role of 
a public servant. Cur-
rently serving on the 
Sopchoppy City Com-
mission since 2012, 
and serving as may-
or for much of that 
time, she has become a 
trusted and respected 
community builder who 
strengthens and uplifts 
communities. 
“I came onto the city 

council as a replace-
ment for a leaving coun-
cil member,” she says. 

“I did not have any prior 
political background; 
it was literally a leap 
of faith. I took the leap 
of faith because I love 
Sopchoppy and I felt 
that it was what I need-
ed to do.
 “Within three years, 

I went from council 
member to vice-mayor, 
and then, on to mayor. 
I was re-elected four 
times since then, and I 
am the longest running 
female mayor, for a total 
of six years.” 
Edwards’ term will 

end in November of this 
year.
Edwards worked pre-

viously with the Flor-
ida State University 
Foundation, managing 
finances, grants, and 
fundraising initiatives.
Edwards is a human-

itarian who is dedicat-
ed to improving peo-
ple’s welfare. “When 
you become a mother,” 
she says, “you look at 
things differently, es-
pecially safety. When 
Sopchoppy first got stop 
signs in the downtown 
area, they were tiny. 
No one was paying at-
tention, and here I am 
stepping into the cross-
walk with a stroller, I 
knew I had to do some-
thing then.” Edwards is 
responsible for having 
the same stop signs 
officially enlarged to 
regulation size.
“I am proud of Sop-

choppy’s Depot Park,” 
she says. “I was sitting 
on the Depot steps look-
ing across the street at 
the field, and I thought 
that would be a perfect 
place for a park, a park 
for visitors. The field 
was land donated for 
use by the Beasley fam-
ily, so I started the pro-
cess, I thought all the 
cities like Crystal River 
have cute city parks, 
so we will too. It is so 

special to have the park 
locally landscaped and 
to have a gathering area 
for the center of the 
Worm Gruntin’ Festival. 
I am sure the Beasley 
family would be happy. 
It just fits; it just fits 
with Sopchoppy to have 
a wildflower garden in 
our park.” The native 
plants in the park have 
won awards for the Sar-
racenia Chapter of the 
Native Plant Society, 
whose members volun-
teered to do the plant-
ings. 
Because of her dedi-

cated, selfless work for 
the City of Sopchoppy, 
Edwards was crowned 
Worm Gruntin’ Queen 
in 2023. 
“As public servants, 

we aren’t paid, we are 
true servants of the peo-
ple, we are here on our 
own accord and dedi-
cation,” Edwards says. 
“I am not a politician 
and nor do I have an 
interest in it. It was ex-
citing to be a non-local 
being crowned queen 
and to be nominated 
by Discover Sopchoppy 
for such an important 
title.”
Edwards is a vision-

ary with inspiring ideas 
for a better future for 
Sopchoppy. Although 
the idea of having a 
brewery in Sopchoppy 
was not exactly wel-
comed at first, but after 
long hours of brain-
storming and collabo-
rating, Civic Brewery & 
Pizza opened its doors 
for visitors in its fami-
ly-friendly atmosphere. 
“It was a big ‘to-do’ at 

the time,” she says. “The 
idea of having a bar in 
town was interesting. 
It was challenging and 
stressful, but with the 
dedication of Elliot Se-
idler and his family, 
I knew it would be a 
good fit. It looks great 
with the streetscape, 
we need a pizza place to 
enjoy, and it’s a family 

meet-and-eat with kids 
running around in the 
grass. I love it, my dog 
loves it, it’s a great place 
to relax.”
Another huge win as-

sociated with Edwards 
was the opening of the 
Sopchoppy Bakehouse 
and Coffee Company. 
“We needed to find a 
use for the old building, 
the old bank, people 
have not been utilizing 
it for what it was sup-
posed to be used for, 
so we went through 
the process and worked 
with Joseph and Caro-
lyn Morgan to open a 
bakery; everyone needs 
a bakery. It brings busi-
ness and family cohe-
siveness to Sopchoppy.”
Edwards is a woman 

determined to improve 
the lives of others. Be-
cause of her determina-
tion and commitment 
to Wakulla’s people, 
Edwards has been serv-
ing as the Executive 

Director of the Wakulla 
Senior Center since 
2023. Edwards ensures 
the seniors have voic-
es within the Wakulla 
community and Ed-
wards invests her time 
and heart into this 
vulnerable population. 
She oversees all pro-
grams such as Meals 
on Wheels, social din-
ing, wellness activities, 
transportation, and 
outreach. An additional 
milestone for Edwards 
was the transportation 
win to keep the Senior 
Center’s transporta-
tion local with Wakulla 
Transportation.
Although Edward’s 

term on the Sopchop-
py City Council will be 
ending in November 
2026, she says, “I see 
myself at the Senor 
Center for a long time 
balancing out the needs 
of the Senior Center 
and focus on expanding 
programs and working 

on receiving legislative 
funding for a senior fo-
cused resiliency center 
for post storm assis-
tance. We are looking at 
a recovery center where 
we will have a place to 
charge phones, air con-
ditioning, food meals, 
and we are working on 
having satellite centers 
in Panacea and Sop-
choppy.”
Edwards walks away 

from the city council a 
visionary leader with a 
heart for service, dedi-
cated to inspiring oth-
ers, uplifting commu-
nities, and leaving every 
place better than she 
found it.
When reflecting on 

her time spent on the 
City Council, Edwards 
says, “I’m really just 
a mom who wanted to 
ensure the lifestyle of 
this beautiful small city 
remains for others to 
enjoy.” 

Lara Edwards

Lara Edwards, her mom Patricia Beck, and younger sister Anne Marie.

Wakulla Volunteers Wanted
Big Bend HospiceBig Bend Hospice

Become a Hospice Volunteer Today! 
No prior experience needed - just an open heart and a desire to help.

Apply Now!

READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Visit bigbendhospice.org or call Andrea Zinker
at 850-878-5310 to learn more and get started.

At Big Bend Hospice, Volunteers are essential to 
our mission of compassionate care. Whether you're 
supporting patients or helping behind the scenes, 
your time makes a lasting difference.
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Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  
9:45 a.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study
Wed. 6 p.m.

Pastor Cheryl Mixon-Cruce  850-962-2511

SUNDAY SERVICE… 
10:17a.m.

850-926-7808 • 3254 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville
In Medart Across from Wakulla High School

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile 
or PC using this QR code.

“The little paper”

onthly
eighbor

Florida Wild 
Mammal 

Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 
Fwma.org

363-2351

A Wakulla Wild 
Animal Rescue

WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO HELP?

We always need donations 
of these items: 

• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts
• Pedigree wet & 

dry dog food
• Friskies wet & 

dry cat food
• Dawn Dish Soap

Sunday 
Mornings 
at 11 am

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(Just south of the Courthouse on Hwy 319)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com 

facebook.com/fbccrawfordville

DADS, WE’RE SAVING A SEAT FOR YOU & YOUR FAMILY!

Come 
& See

Come & 
Worship

Names That Stuck

Throughout history babies 
are given names at their 
births.  These might be 
family names, names of the 
parents’ favorite sports fig-
ure, or popular names of the 
day.  It could be chosen as a 
name the parents think “fits” 
the baby at the time.   Later 
someone might tag this per-
son with another name, a 
nickname. This name might 
be funny, serious, descrip-
tive or possibly even offen-
sive.  
Many who are quite good at 
something are called ‘ace’. 
Fast people are ‘speedy’, 
while others are ‘slow-
poke’.  A sly or sneaky 
person might be called a 
‘snake’.  Sometimes, ac-
tions often earn a nick-
name.   Michael Jordan, the 
legendary basketball player, 
earned the name Air Jordan 
because of the “hang time” 
he spent jumping in the air 
while playing.   Ivan the Ter-
rible earned his nickname 
from his horrible treatment 
of most everyone around 
him.  Spider-Man from the 
popular movie has several 

nicknames - ‘Spidey, web 
crawler, web slinger’.  Chil-
dren are often affectionately 
called ‘squirts, small fry or 
tiny tots’. Nicknames were 
common even in the days 
of Jesus.  Jesus nicknamed 
James and John ‘the Sons 
of  Thunder’.  These two 
fishermen brothers were 
characterized by a zeal that 
prompted them to suggest 
calling down fire from heav-
en to consume an inhospi-
table Samaritan village (Lk 
9:54). This fiery zeal also 
resulted in James becoming 
an early martyr (Acts 12:2).  
The theologian Hip-poly-tus 
of Rome, says John Mark, 
the author of ‘The Gospel 
According to Mark’, was 
nicknamed ‘Stump Finger’.  
The reason for the name 
is obscure but several pos-
sibilities exist.  His fingers 
could just have been short 
in comparison to his hands.  
Some authorities believe 
Mark may have cut off a fin-
ger after his conversion so 
he wouldn’t have to serve 
in the Jewish priesthood.  
Others believe ’Stump Fin-
ger’ describes Mark’s style 
of writing.  His gospel is the 
least polished, stylistically, 
of all the gospels.  While his 
words could be easily un-
derstood by the man on the 
street in Rome, it is clipped, 
quick moving and some-
times awkward.  According 
to theologian, Jerome, the 
Lord’s brother James was 
called ‘Camel Knees’ be-

cause he prayed at Tem-
ple so often that his knees 
acquired the callousness 
of camels’ knees.  James  
said, “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God 
who giveth to all men liber-
ally.” (James 1:5).  He add-
ed,” You have not,  because 
you ask not” (James 4:2), 
then saying, “ the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much” (James 
5:16). James earned his 
nickname and his calluses 
because he thought prayer 
so important. I’m sure many 
of us have had creative, 
funny, or even mean nick-
names.  Throughout the Bi-
ble God’s people are called 
by different names - believ-
ers, the Elect, the faithful.  
There is only one descrip-
tive title that really concerns 
me, though.  When I stand 
before the Judgement seat 
of Christ in the final day, 
my heart’s one desire is to 
hear the Righteous Judge 
describe me as “a good 
and faithful servant,” while 
adding the commendation, 
“Well done!” (Matt 25:23)
Come worship with us each 
Sunday @10:00 am
Oyster Bay 
Church of Christ 
1044 Shadeville Road 
Crawfordville, Florida
www.oysterbaychurchofchrist.org

Contact Info:
Robert W. Kornegay
oysterbaychurchofchrist@gmail.com
Listen to more @
PearlsOfWisdomOnline.org

Robert W. Kornegay, Sr.

By GREG GAST

It is easy to misun-
derstand hope. Hope 
is not the absence of 
struggle. It is the deci-
sion to believe, even in-
side the struggle, that 
something better is 
possible.  Hope doesn’t 
erase pain. It walks 
with it. 

When we feel hope-
ful our brains light up 
with activity that helps 
us to plan, persist, and 
persevere. Hope is not 
passive it is very active. 
Hope changes the brain 
and the brain changes 
the body. Hopelessness 

is the opposite. It is the 
shutdown of the sys-
tem a neurological col-
lapse. When hope goes 
away, so does the sig-
nal to keep going.

Hope is not happi-
ness. Hopeful people 
are not spared from 
darkness but are of-
ten the ones that have 
known it the most in 
life. They just haven’t 
let the darkness con-
vince them it’s all there 
is. They have some-
where inside a part of 
them that says: this 
is not the end. It’s a 
perspective and some-
times a rebellion. To 
hope is not foolishness 
but defiance, strength, 
and  survival.

The opposite of hope 
is despair. Despair is 
not simply sadness. It 
is the belief that change 
is not possible. That the 
future is unreachable. 
It narrows our percep-
tion. We lose the abil-
ity to see options. The 

more hopeless we feel, 
the less capable we are 
of creating change in 
our lives. This is why 
depression is so le-
thal. They don’t make 
one feel sad, they steal 
their hope. They are 
convinced that things 
cannot get better.

Hope is proof that 
survival is possible. 
That broken things can 
be made whole, that 
the ending isn’t writ-
ten yet. Hope builds 
momentum. It looks 
like perseverance. Like 
doing the next right 
thing, even when it 
feels pointless because 
over time these things 
stack up. 

Real hope makes 
room for grief. It is 
truthful. It weeps when 
it must but still be-
lieves that something 
new can grow from the 
ashes. 

Hope in the world 
is an act of resistance. 
It is to choose joy. To 

build. To nurture. To 
rise again and again, 
even if the world seems 
to be crumbling.

Hope is a skill. It 
can be nurtured, prac-
ticed, and rebuilt after 
a loss. We cultivate 
hope where our pain is 
met with presence, not 
platitudes. When we sit 
in the unknown with 
open hands. When we 
say, ”I don’t have to 
know the way. I just 
have to keep walking.” 

Hope is not certain-
ty. It is courage. Hope 
does not ask you to ig-
nore reality. Hope asks 
you to imagine beyond 
it. Hope is not magic. 
It’s muscle. Don’t let it 
go.   

Let me know what 
you think…

Gregory E. Gast, MS, 
LMHC is at 3295 Craw-
fordville Hwy. Suite 4 
Crawfordville, Florida 
32327 or call at (850) 
271-8258.

Real life hope
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YOU ARE WELCOME
No Pressure. No Pretending.

Just a loving family seeking to serve God and others.

Sunday Worship - 10 AM
(Also on Facebook) 

3803 Coastal Hwy,
Crawfordville, FL
(850) 745- 8412

Dr. James Needham, Pastor

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church

Pastor Michael Hartley
Masses: Saturday 5:00 pm • Sunday 11:00 am 
Monday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 am 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
First Saturday: Mass at 9:00 am
Confessions:  Every Saturday  9:30am – 10:30am
Saturdays 4:30 pm - 5:00 pm Or by appointment

3609 Coastal Hwy. Crawfordville FL 32327

850 745-8359

Cemetery  lots and cremain spaces 
850-509-7630 or 850-745-8359

http://www.crawfordvillefbc.com
http://www.oysterbaychurchofchrist.org
mailto:oysterbaychurchofchrist@gmail.com


Chamber Members and 
Board of Directors

Chamber Members and Chamber Members and Chamber Members and 
Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors



ACCOUNTANTS / 
CPA’S/ BOOKEEP-
ING SERVICES
IMS Business                                                                                
Gregg Patterson                                                              
(850) 739-3559

Shepard Account-
ing & Tax Service                                
Lorra Phillips/
Jessica Revell                                           
(850) 926-9802

Sunflower Bookkeep-
ing Services LLC                                      
Lynnzi Webb                                                            
(850) 528-0538

Rose Group, 
CPA , PLLC                                                       
Sherri Rose/
Brittany Munger                                        
(850) 759-5080

Taylor Accounting, LLC                                                                    
Karen Taylor                                                              
(850) 591-9131

Traci B. Cash, 
CPA, LLC                                                                   
Traci Cash                                                                 
(850) 926-7600

APPRAISALS

Carroll Apprais-
al Co., Inc.                                                         
Rhonda Carroll                                                              
(850) 575-1999

ASSOCIATIONS / 
FOUNDATIONS / 
CHAMBERS

Greater Tallahassee 
Chamber of Commerce                       
Sue Dick                                                                     
(850) 224-8116        

North Florida Agents 
Network, Inc.                                          
Sara Clark                                                                     
(850) 681-6326

Tallahassee State 
College Foundation                             
Alison Fleischmann                                                       
(850) 201-6064

ATHLETIC TRAINING

STIX Training                                                                             
Ray  LAmoreaux                                                             
(850) 745-8182

ATTORNEYS & TITLE 
COMPANIES

Anderson, Givens 
& Fredericks, P.A.                                   
Jeremy Anderson                                                      
(850) 692-8900

Frances Ca-
sey Lowe, P.A.                                                      
Frances Casey Lowe                                                      
(850) 926-8245

Hayward Title Group                                                                   
Sherry Fordham                                                             
(850) 386-4400

Smith, Thompson, 
Shaw, Colon & Power, 
P.A.                  Shan-
non Merritt                                                           
(850) 893-4105

Wakulla Title Company                                                                  
Jan Colvin                                                                     
(850) 926-3934

AUTOMOTIVE RE-
PAIR & MAINTE-
NANCE

Bridgestone – Fires-
tone Complete Auto 
Care                    Der-
ek Dust                                                                   
(850) 201-7588

Faircloth Automo-
tive & A/C Specialist                                  
Joey Faircloth                                                              
(850) 926-8350

Lube-Xpert                                                                                          
Charles Grim                                                                
(850) 926-6526

BARGAIN SHOP/ 
THRIFT SHOP

Essence Bar-
gain Outlet                                              
Jaqucos Jackson                                                          
(850) 728-5750

BILLBOARDS AND 
ADVERTISING

Lamar Advertising 
Company, Tallahassee                         
Chad Oaks                                                                     
(850) 536-8917

BOAT TOWING SER-
VICE

Seatow Big Bend                                                                        
Joel Singletary                                                                  
(850) 984-3456

BOUTIQUES

Piney Palm (online)                                                                    
Elena Myhre

BUSINESS DEVEL-
OPMENT / MARKET-
ING/ WEB DESIGN

Digital Dynamic                                                                                   
Jeff Green                                                                      
(448) 867-8705

Home-Town Marketing                                                                     
Jayden Castineira                                                       
(850) 597-6113

Florida SBDC at FAMU                                                     
Tangela  Lofton                                                                
(850) 599-3407

FlaBiz Co, LLC.                                                                                    
Audrey Frazier                                                
(850) 228-7719

Orange Sky 
Software Inc.                                                               
Matthew Simpson                                                       
(850) 756-4460

ZenBusiness                                                                                         
Cody Brooke                                                                  
(844) 493-6249

BUSINESS NET-
WORKING

BNI of NW Florida                                                                                 
Karen D Ellis                                                                
(850) 765-1543

CANDLES

Soul Dust 79 LLC                                                                      
Jennifer Nagy                                                 
(850) 519-0700

CHIROPRACTORS

Crawfordville Chi-
ropractic Clinic                                                
Dr. Anna Bat-
ten - Lange                                           
(850) 926-1227

Verity Health Center                                                                          
Dr. Isaac Montilla                                                        
(850) 320-6158

CLEANING SER-
VICES INTERIOR & 
EXTERIOR

American Exteri-
or Cleaning, LLC                                                  
Jesse Waltz                                                                   
(850) 408-1078

Dirty Beach Laundry 
and Cleaning Ser-
vice, LLC  Julie Colleli                                                                   
(229) 379-5911

Panhandle Pow-
er Cleaners                                                             
Casey Harrell                                                               
(850) 899-4649

CONSTRUCTION

D.R. Horton Tallahas-
see/South Georgia                                
Savannah Barr                                                                
(850) 808-8240 

Emerald Coast 
Striping , LLC                                                             
Eli Gerrell                                                                    
(850) 574-3831

Forgotten Coast 
Construction, LLC                                          
Jennifer Beaty                                                                
(850) 509-0548

Hartsfield Con-
struction, Inc.                                                     
Robert Hartsfield                                                            
(850) 894-4663

Morse Construction                                                                       
Samantha Morse                                                            
(850) 597-2603

Numbered Sand                                                                                     
Kyle Loyd                                                                      
(931) 231-9083

OliverSper-
ry Renovation                                                                   
Brandon Perez                                                             
(850) 386-6383

Pafford Proper-
ties & Construction                                              
Mike Pafford                                                                  
(850) 566-7746

CONSTRUCTION, 
CONT.

Pigott Asphalt and 
Sitework, LLC                                                 
Melissa Spiers                                                             
(850) 926-4840

Pole Barns by “Abbott 
Constructions Solu-
tions”  Bud Abbott                                                                    
(850) 685-5039

PowerHouse 
Supply Inc.                                                                
Donny Maddox                                                               
(850) 323-1411

Southern Coast-
al Homes, Inc                                                       
John Lewis                                                                     
(850) 422-3378

WSCR LLC                                                                                    
Dusty Harrell                                                                 
(850) 363-8124

CONSULTANTS

Al Pasini, MPA, CAE                                                                                       
Al Pasini                                                                
(850) 443-1003

Beth Kirkland 
Consulting, LLC                                                       
Beth Cichetti CEcD                                                   
(850) 212-1056

Bonnie Holub 
Life Coaching                                                                  
Bonnie Holub                                                        
(850) 570-8271

Finish What You Start-
ed Life Coaching                                                  
Trixie Smith                                                  
(850) 933-1782

FSM Associates, LLC                                                                           
Frank Messersmith                                                  
(850) 508-5858

OVID Solutions                                                                                              
Julie Dennis                                                          
(850) 445-1932

The Rich Coaching 
and Consulting Group                                
Damon Rich                                                 
(850) 363-8432

Trulight LLC                                                                                       
Jonathan Kilpatrick                                                 
(850) 545-1525

CONVENIENCE 
STORES & GAS STA-
TIONS

Crum’s Mini Mall                                                                                        
Sam Ash, Owner                                                  
(850) 984-5501

COPIERS & PRINT-
ERS

Florida Busi-
ness Products                                                                   
Douglas W. Gove                                                   
(850) 878-2654

CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITIES

Wakulla Correc-
tional Institution                                                   
Timothy Mills                                                             
(850) 617-0702

CUSTOM COOKIES

Shuggy’s Cookies                                                                                      
Jennifer Pineirovigo                                            
(228) 234-7455

DANCE STUDIO / 
INSTRUCTION

Wakulla Dance 
Academy                                                        
Hayley Mahaffey 
/ Laurlyn Hudgins                          
(850) 926-2655

DAY SPAS  

Bryker Body Care                                                                                       
Christine Smith                                                    
(850) 745-8644

Sunrays Spa                                                                                                 
Sandra Steward                                                    
(850) 745-6422

DENTISTS

Dentistry By The 
Sea – NAK Panacea                                                    
Candi Cone                                                       
(850) 984-5384

Songbird Den-
tal Studio                                                          
Margaret Marino                                                
(850) 745-5002

DOGGIE DAY CARE 
AND BOARDING

Waggin’ Tails of Wakulla                                               
Heather Benton                                                                
(850) 661-9545

EDUCATION AND 
SCHOOLS

Nature’s Nook 
Preschool                                                            
Erica Lawrence                                                              
(850) 445-4017

TSC Wakulla Envi-
ronmental Institute                                     
Albert Wynn                                                                    
(850) 558-3500 

UF/IFAS Wakul-
la Extension                                                       
Clayton Bania                                                       
(850) 926-3931  

Wakulla Coun-
ty School District                                                   
Rick Myhre                                                                    
(850) 926-0065                                  

ELECTRICAL SER-
VICES

Cypress Electri-
cal Systems, Inc.                                                
Brian Baker                                                                    
(850) 766-9709

Revell Electric Inc & 
Automated Access 
Systems  Jason Revell                                                                     
(850) 570-4484

Ward Electrical LLC                                                                         
John Ward                                                                        
(850) 829-0212

ELEVATORS

Residential Elevators                                                                
Demory 
Boeneke, Owner                                                
(800) 832-2004

ENGINEERS

Dewberry - Katie Taff                                                                         
(850) 522-0644

Florida Environmental 
& Land Services, Inc                         
Elva Peppers                                                                   
(850) 385-6255

Hydra Engineer-
ing & Construction                                           
Leslie A Weiss                                                                 
(850) 926-2593

NOVA Engineering & 
Environmental LLC                      
Steve Goudie                                                 
(850) 755-0469

Urban Catalyst 
Consulting, Inc.                                                
Sean K. Marston, P.E.                                                   
(850) 999-4241

EVENT RENTALS

Party Tents - N - More                                                                      
Charlene Bishop                                                            
(850) 926-7339

FACEPAINTING

Nikki’s Crafty Things 
and Facepainting                                   
Nikki Stevenson                                                           
(910) 269-8433

FARM & PRODUCE

Champions Farm 
& Produce LLC                                  
Mary Lyn Hammer                                                
(602) 819-8194

FENCE & DECK 

All Pro Fence and 
Deck LLC                                                         
Joey Olah                                                               
(850) 408-7709

D.R. Fence & Deck                                                                        
David Miller                                                               
(850) 745-8925

FINANCIAL ADVI-
SORS

Capital City Invest-
ments, LPL Financial                                 
Lisa McPherson                                                          
(850) 888-6054

English Fi-
nancial Group                                                                  
Brian C English                                                             
(850) 926-7487

FINANCIAL INSTI-
TUTIONS / CREDIT 
UNIONS / MORTGAG-
ES

AnnieMac Home 
Mortgage                                                  
Ralph Thomas                                                                 
(850) 251-0415

Campus USA 
Credit Union                                                           
Traci Poucher                                                                  
(850) 894-9098

Capital City Bank                                                                                 
Amy Geiger                                                                    
(850) 926-6740

Capital City 
Home Loans                                                               
Mary Wallace                                                                 
(850) 201-2127

Centennial Bank                                                                                
Ashley Savary                                                                 
(850) 926-7111

Champions First 
Credit Union                                                     
Grant Abbott                                                                  
(850) 224-4960

Gulf Winds 
Credit Union                                                                
Andre Ross                                                                      
(850) 443-9710

MidFlorida 
Credit Union                                                             
Susan Payne Turner                                                       
(850) 907-2300

FIREARMS & ACCES-
SORIES

Noshoe Firearms 
and Accessories                                       
Cathy Barefoot                                                                 
(850) 926-2213

FLOOR COVERINGS 
- SALES AND / OR 
SERVICE

Labig’s Hard-
wood Flooring                                                         
Shawn Labig                                                                     
(850) 408-2695

FLORALS

Sisters Floral 
& Design                                                          
Holly Porter Largent                                                 
(850) 745-8889

Vintage Blossom - 
Flowers & Gifts                                 
Kathy  Rouse                                                                 
(850) 745-8236

FUNERAL & CREMA-
TION SERVICES

Bevis Funeral Home                                                                      
Rocky Bevis                                                                       
(850) 385-2193

Young Family Fu-
neral Home and 
Cremation Ser-
vices   Paula Johnson                                                                 
(850) 926-5919

GOLF CARTS SER-
VICE / SALES/ ALL 
TERRAIN VEHICLES

All Terrain Special-
ties LLC                                                
David Scott                                                               
(850) 544-0646

B & V Golf Carts II                                                                       
Gypsy Meato                                                                         
(850) 745-8179

BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER
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WHAT CAN 
FLORIDA HEALTH 

DO FOR YOU?
Services offered at the Florida Department  

of Health in Wakulla County

• Birth and death certificates
• Breast and cervical cancer

screening
• Emergency preparedness
• Immunizations
• Disease reporting
• Family planning services
• Free narcan and nicotine

replacement resources
• Health education
• Healthy Start program

WIC appointments available 
on Mondays and Wednesday. 
Call 800-342-3556 for more 
information.

• HIV services
(testing and treatment)

• OB clinic
• Physical examinations
• School health services
• Tobacco prevention
• Laboratory services by

appointment

48 Oak Street , Crawfordville , FL 32327 
850-926-0400
Wakulla.FloridaHealth.gov
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GOVERNMENT

City of Sopchoppy                                                                   
Ashley Schilling                                                                     
(850) 962-4611

City of St. Marks                                                                         
Katherine Gatewood                                                         
(850) 925-6224

Wakulla Board of 
County Commissioners                      
Somer Pell                                                                              
(850) 926-0919

Wakulla Coun-
ty Elections                                                        
Joe Morgan                                                                           
(850) 926-7575

Wakulla County 
Property Appraiser                                     
Donnie Sparkman                                                             
(850) 926-0500 

GUTTERS 

New Vision Gut-
ter Systems LLC                                        
Dustin Ledford                                                                       
(448) 220-2311

Red Line Gutters                                                                       
Adam Hindle                                                                            
(850) 695-6200

GYMS/FITNESS IN-
STRUCTORS

Real Recovery 850                                                                     
Haley Brown                                                                         
(850) 848-4556

Sunchaser Cross Fit                                                                
Rochelle Thayer                                                                    
(714) 600-8070

HARDWARE & 
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Ace Hardware                                                                            
Beverly Roberts                                                                      
(850) 926-3141

HEALTH CARE PRO-
VIDERS

Eye Associates 
of North Florida                                              
Krista Campbell                                                                
(850) 878-6161

Panhandle Pri-
mary Care                                                          
Valerie Russell                                                                    
(850) 879-0759

TMH Physician 
Partners Wakulla                                         
Tamara Metcalf, 
Office Manager                                
(850) 926-7105

Wakulla County De-
partment of Health                                 
Tonya Hobby                                                                  
(850) 888-6070

Wakulla Urgent Care 
& Diagnostic Center                            
Dr. David Keen                                                             
(850) 926-3140

HOME INSPECTIONS

American In-
spections, LLC                                                                  
Bob Hartsfield                                                        
(850) 519-5918

HVAC

Advanced Air 
Care Heating 
& Cooling, LLC                                      
Taylor Beard                                                         
(850) 926-4328

AirCon of Wakulla                                                                                      
Gary Limbaugh                                                     
(850) 926-5592

Fletcher’s Cooling 
and Heating LLC                                                  
Ethan Fletcher                                                      
(850) 510-0140

High Quality Heat-
ing & Air, Inc.                                                            
Marty Causseaux                                                
(850) 926-1021

Keith Key Heating & Air                                                                                
Maya Key                                                              
(850) 926-3546

Kellar Mechanical Inc                                                                           
Victoria Randle                                                         
(850) 977-4742

Watts Cooling Heat-
ing & Plumbing, LLC                                     
Carre Welsh                                                               
(850) 224-4822

INDOOR PLAY 
SPACE

Joyous Jungle, LLC                                                                      
Kirsten Ellsworth                                               
(808) 295-4050

INSURANCE COMPA-
NIES

Cook Insur-
ance Agency                                                                    
Dawn Rigdeon                                                            
(850) 926-6612

Dickert Insurance Ser-
vices LLC                                        
Vicki Dickert                                                
(904) 735-3015

HUB Florida 
Wakulla Office                                                               
Kevin Vaughn                                                           
(850) 926-7900

Insure It All                                                                                               
Veronica Jackson                                                     
(850) 270-2252

Kiersten Smith 
- State Farm                                                              
Kiersten Smith                                                          
(850) 745-2148

New York Life - 
Matthew Butler                                                       
Matthew Butler                                                         
(850) 284-2999

INSURANCE COMPA-
NIES, CONT.

Primerica                                                                                                   
Carolyn Mann                                                            
(850) 254-1200

T Spencer Samuels 
Insurance & Financial 
Services               Kel-
ly Spencer                                                           
(561) 577-7596

Wakulla Coun-
ty Farm Bureau                                                
Gene Lambert/
Lisa Griner                                             
(850) 926-3425 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Wakulla County Sher-
iff ‘s Office Sheriff                                   
Jared Miller                                                                     
(850) 745-7107

LAWN & TREE SER-
VICE 

Bryan Lawn Care, Inc                                                                
Bryan Camp                                                                          
(850) 926-1550  

Hometown 
Tree Services                                                         
Kenny Kinsey                                                                        
(850) 509-3868     

Miller’s Tree Service                                                                     
Ryan Laird                                                                            
(850) 519-5368

North Florida 
Lawn & Tree, LLC                                          
Adrienne Martin                                                                    
(850) 363-3915

LIQUOR STORES 

Barn’s Spirits                                                                                   
Niraj Patel                                                                             
(850) 713-0181

LODGING & RV 
CAMPGROUNDS

Best Western Wakul-
la Inn & Suites                                  
Atul Patel                                                                          
(850) 926-3737

Shell Island Fish 
Camp & Marina                                      
Tracy Horne                                                                             
(850) 925-6226

Sweet Magnolia Inn                                                                 
Melissa Hines                                                                         
(850) 755-3320

The Lodge at 
Wakulla Springs                                              
Jesse Askew                                                                           
(850) 421-2000

Wildwood Inn                                                                           
Pritesh Patel, GM                                                                    
(850) 926-4455

MAJOR APPLIANCE 
REPAIR

JPM Major Appliance 
and A/C Repair                             
Jerry Payne                                                                
(850) 528-5603

MARTIAL ARTS

Full Circle Martial 
Arts Crawfordville                   
Raymond Fortenberry                                                  
(448) 215-3458

MEDIA / PUBLICITY

Oyster Radio                                                                               
Ron Copeland                                                                        
(850) 323-1391

The Wakulla Sun                                                                   
William Snowden                                                                      
(850) 962-8024

Wave 94                                                                                         
Doug Apple                                                                              
(850) 926-8000

Wakulla Living                                                                          
Leigh Anne Taff                                                                         
(850) 354-1506

MEDICAL BILLING 
SERVICES

Medical AR Reve-
nue Solutions, LLC                                  
Sheila Erwin                                                                          
(850) 926-6110

NON - PROFIT OR-
GANIZATIONS & 
COMMUNITY SER-
VICES 

Apalachee Bay Fire 
House Community 
Center, Inc       Sherry 
Green

American Le-
gion Post 114                                                         
Roxann Dressel                                                                 
(352) 329-4932

Big Bend Hospice                                                                             
Heather Robison                                                           
(850) 878-5310

Camp Gordon John-
ston Assoc. & WWII 
Museum             Da-
vid Butler                                                                     
(850) 697-8575

Caroline’s Agape Proj-
ect, LLC                                                  
Patrick  Allison                                                              
1 (410) 320-5509

Capital Area Com-
munity Action Agency                              
Nina Self                                                                             
(850) 222-2243

Capital Area Healthy 
Start Coalition                                     
Chris Szorcsik                                                                   
(850) 488-0288

Coastal Optimist 
Club of Wakulla                                         
JoAnn Daniels  

Come By Faith 
Re-Entry                                             
Dr. Daniel  Kinsey                                                
(850) 518-0238

Crawfordville Li-
ons Club                                                  
Buddy Wells                                                                
(850) 926-6616

Disc Village, Inc.                                                                             
Beverly Johnson                                                               
(850) 926-0026

Early Learning Co-
alition of the Big 
Bend Region, Inc. 
Lizbeth Murphy                                                
(850) 385-0504

Elder Care Ser-
vices, Inc.                                                             
Jocelyne Fliger                                                                 
(850) 921-5554

Florida Big Bend Sce-
nic Byway CME Inc                               
Dixie Partington

Florida Wild Mam-
mal Assoc.                                                    
Jessica Beaty                                                                 
(850) 363-2351

Friends of the Wakul-
la County Library                                    
Andrew Riddle                                                               
(850) 544-9473

Gage Pitman 
Memorial Inc.                                                            
Page Pitman                                                                 
(850) 933-7317

Goodwill Indus-
tries-Big Bend, Inc.                                                    
Kim Gay                                                                   
(850) 576-7145

Greyes Place c/o 
Affordable Hous-
ing Solutions Flor-
ida             GM                                                              
(850) 280-6800                            

Gulf Specimen Ma-
rine Laboratories, Inc                                
Cypress Rudloe                                                          
(850) 984-5297

Keep Wakulla Coun-
ty Beautiful, Inc                                          
Tammie Nason                                                           
(850) 745-7111

LBB (Lighthouse 
of the Big Bend)                                                   
Tina Torrance                                                            
(850) 942-3658

Miss Wakulla County 
Scholarship Pageant                                
Sara Clark                                                                 
(850) 510-4897

N. Fl. Child De-
velopment, Inc.                                                    
Sharon T. Gaskin                                                         
(850) 639-5080

Operation Wakulla, Inc.                                                                
Denise Colangelo                                                         
(205) 310-0942

Panacea Waterfronts 
Florida Partnership, Inc                  
Sherrie Posey Miller                                                      
(850) 508-3379

Paws of Wakulla, Inc.                                                                     
Petra Shuff                                                                       
(850) 228-1242

Reel Warriors Corp                                                                    
John Baty                                                               
(813) 664-3509

Rotary Club of Wakulla                                                                   
President                                                                         
(850) 926-1848

Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace - Wakulla Distri-
bution Satellite    Steve 
Sanabria                                                                              

St. Marks Yacht 
Club, Inc.                                                
Billy  Bishop                                                               
(850) 321-4522

NON - PROFIT OR-
GANIZATIONS & 
COMMUNITY SER-
VICES, CONT.

Tallahassee 
Board of Realtors                                            
Steven Louchheim                                                               
(850) 224-7713

The Salvation Army 
Tallahassee Corps                                     
Jeremy Bridges                                                         
(850) 895-6618

Theater with a Mission                                                                    
Benjamin Gunter                                                         
(850) 800-6799

United Way of 
the Big Bend                                                           
Berneice Cox                                                                
(850) 414-0844

Wakulla County 
Coalition for Youth                                            
Jennifer Phillips                                                          
(850) 745-8036

Wakulla County Eco-
nomic Development 
Council              John 
Shuff, President                                               
(850) 567-3989

Wakulla Coun-
ty Garden Club                                                          
Dianne Amburn

Wakulla County 
Historical Society                                                                                                                                        
(850) 926-1110

Wakulla County 
Republican Execu-
tive Committee          
Fred Nichols

Wakulla County Youth 
Football and Cheer-
leading Association Inc                                                                        
(340) 421-8231

Wakulla Ducks 
Unlimited                                                                      
Current President                                                 
(850) 445-3047

Wakulla Elite 
Cheerleading                                                                
Dana Hart                                                                  
(850) 559-1528

Wakulla Fuller Cen-
ter For Housing, Inc.                                          
Manager                                                                   
(850) 926-4544

Wakulla Girls Soft-
ball Association                                                   
Steve Sullivan                                                         
(850) 559-9324

Wakulla Giv-
ing Hands, Inc.                                                          
Marcia Mathis                                                 
(850) 519-0718

Wakulla Life                                                                                     
Tiffany  Conn                                                   
(850) 210-1276

Wakulla Sr. Cit-
izens Council                                                           
Executive Director                                                    
(850) 926-7145

Wakulla Youth 
Baseball                                                                
Sammie Jo Spence                                                       
(850) 509-9111

Women of the Moose 
- Chapter 2224                                             
Janice Salgado                                                       
(850) 984-2510

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Inc. - Beta Alpha Iota 
Zeta                     No-
vella L. Franklin                                                
(850) 322-7296

NOTARY SERVICES

GStaten Signatures                                                                
Gwendolyn Staten                                                                
(850) 778-7321

NURSING HOMES & 
REHAB FACILITIES

Eden Springs Nurs-
ing Home and Rehab                        
Tabitha Lovell                                                                          
(850) 926-7181

OFFICE FURNITURE                              

BOS of Florida, Inc.                                                                 
Drew Rowan                                                                             
(850) 591-5462

ORNAMENTAL CON-
CRETE

Emerald Pelican LLC                                         
Rebecca Hurley                                                                 
(850) 533-3335

PAYROLL SERVICES

Synchros, Inc.                                                                            
Philip Browning                                                                       
(850) 224-2439

PAINTERS

A New Look 
Painting of N. FL                                                
Jim Porter                                                                                 
(850) 926-2400

PHARMACY

Crawfordville 
Pharmacy                                       
Nicolas Lenfest                                                                 

(850) 962-8946

PHOTOGRAPHY

Courtney Wahl 
Photography, LLC                                 
Courtney Wahl                                                                           
(813) 731-4099

BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERS - BY CATEGORY
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ESTATE 
PROBATE
FAMILY LAW
REAL ESTATE 
MEDIATION

LoweLegalAndTitle.com     (850) 926-8245

Trusted by Wakua County 
for over 20 Years!
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You can now subscribe to The Sun online!
To receive our Weekly Newspaper please visit 

www.thewakullasun.com and click on the subscribe 
today button or scan the QR code Here.

http://www.thewakullasun.com


PRINTING & POSTAL 
BUSINESS SOLU-
TIONS

Amazing Busi-
ness Solutions, Inc.                                
Shannon Larson                                                                         
(850) 926-2995

The UPS Store                                                                             
Sejal Patel                                                                                
(850) 323-0239

PROFESSIONAL 
MAKUP ARTIST

Makeup by Kiev                                                                        
Kiev Osborne                                                                           
(850) 509-5440

REAL ESTATE / 
SALES / LEASING

Bluewater Re-
alty Group                                                            
Susan Jones                                                                        
(850) 926-8777

Coast To Pines Home 
Partners                                   
Sarah  Luther                                                                 
(850) 328-9800

Coldwell Bank-
er Hartung                                                        
Chip Hartung                                                                        
(850) 386-6160

Dazevedo Real Es-
tate Referral, LLC                                 
Lionel Dazevedo                                                                   
(850) 212-1415

Harvey-Lentz 
Realty Group                                                       
Sharilyn Ryals                                                                    
(850) 926-9090

Jeep Girl Real Estate                                                                  
Camille Duke                                                                        
(850) 692-9449

Keller Williams Town 
to Coast                                           
Candace Herring                                                                 
(850) 926-9260

Larson Park Realty                                                                        
Kerrie Larson                                                                      
(850) 778-1715 

N. G. Wade Invest-
ment Company                                        
Richard Exline                                                                     
(904) 388-3561

OaksFeather Realty                                                                    
Lindsey Vaughn                                                                   
(850) 838-7682

Rybak Realty LLC                                                                         
Heather Rybak                                                                     
(850) 692-3872

Shell Point Realty                                                                         
Susan Wilhelm                                                                    
(850) 926-8120

Wakulla Realty                                                                                    
Sonya Hall                                                                       
(850) 926-5084

Waypoint Properties                             
                  Josh Brown 
and Elaine Gary                                                     
(850) 926-9100

RESTAURANTS / 
COFFEE SHOPS/
FOOD TRUCKS

Breakfast Station #12                                                                  
Denise Limpert                                                                  
(850) 962-8134

Dairy Queen – 
Crawfordville                                                         
Maria Lentz                                                                     
(850) 745-4024

Donkeys Bar and Grill                                                                      
Jon Turner                                                                 
(850) 745-8916

Hamaknockers BBQ                                                                         
Aaron Baker                                                                    
(850) 926-4737

Jimmy John’s                                                                                    
Marc Sandberg                                                                  
(850) 962-8140

The Kast Net                                                                                     
Thu Mohrfeld                                                                    
(850) 421-1255

La Villa Sabor Latino                                                          
Maria Cristina Rico                                                
(850) 688-6118

Paul and 
Asha’s Kitchen                                                               
Paul Gawde                                                                      
(850) 745-8687

Pizzza98                                                                                   
Ronak Bhatt                                                                 
(850) 745-8126

Posey’s Sea-
food & Oyster Bar                                              
Sherrie Posey Miller                                                            
(850) 984-5243

Riverside Café 
on the River, Inc.                                               
Stan West                                                                           
(850) 925-5668

Seineyard at 
Wildwood                                                   
Lisa Hester                                                                 
(850) 926-9191

Spice Junction                                                                                     
Nick  B                                                                 
(850) 962-8038

That Bearded Guy with 
the Crawfish and More    
Lawton Johnson                                                  
(850) 631-1807

The Salty Donkey                                                                     
Jon Turner                                                                 
(850) 745-8916

Wild Ox Cof-
fee Company                                                            
David Hudgins                                                                 
(321) 960-2504

Zaxby’s (Chasing 
Chicken Inc., DBA 
Zaxby’s)                      
GM                                                                             
(850) 745-6273

ROOFING

Blackfoot Roof-
ing & Construction                                          
Travis Bozeman                                                                
(850) 251-9792

Coastal Roofing 
Solutions, LLC                                               
Brook Kellogg                                                                   
(850) 597-9478

Legacy Roof-
ing & Inspections                                               
Angela Bozeman                                                 
(850) 556-0022

Logan Roofing                                                                                   
Heather Logan                                                                 
(850) 926-3080

Streamline Roofing 
and Construction, Inc.                         
Ashton Fadhel                                                                 
(850) 575-1168

SCREEN PRINTING/
EMBROIDERY / PRO-
MOTIONAL SPECIAL-
TIES   

Clothesline                                                                            
Dana Lachter - Rivera                                                                
(850) 877-9171

SECURITY SYSTEMS

Corbin Systems                                                                       
Kristin Corbin                                                                            
(850) 491-6277

SIGNS 

Wakulla Sign Company                                                       
Carly Parmer                                                                              
(850) 421-2301

STORAGE CENTERS

Golden Self Storage                                                                
Amber Miller                                                                            
(850) 445-0005

Wakulla Storage LLC                                                             
Donna Dickens                                                                         
(850) 524-0473

SURVEYORS

Edwin Brown & Assoc.                                                         
Roberta Whiting                                                                      
(850) 926-3016

TECNOLOGY SER-
VICES

Inspired Technologies                                                                                                                                     
(850) 402-3700

TRAVEL

Effortless Travel LLC                                                             
Veronica Wold                                                                         
(850) 321-5477

Travels With Katrina                                                          
Katrina Richardson                                                                   
(850) 567-6451

UTILITIES/WASTE/
RECYCLING

City of Tallahassee 
Natural Gas Utility 
                  Laura J. 
Mooney, PG, CPM                                              
(850) 891-5130

Duke Energy                                                                                  
Scott Mixon                                                                         
(800) 700-8744

Marpan Recycling                                                       
John Whitfield                                                               
(850) 216-1006

St. Joe Natural 
Gas Company                                           
Ryan Walker                                                                            
(850) 229-8216

Talquin Elec-
tric Cooperative                                                 
Lori Pilz                                                                                  
(850) 627-7651

Waste Pro                                                                                    
Loyd Childree                                                                        
(850) 561-0800

VACATION RENTALS

Buddah’s Bay-
side Haven, LLC                                             
Steve Sanabria                                                                      
(570) 656-6705

Vacations by 
Waypoint LLC                                                   
Nailah Core                                                                            
(850) 713-1006

VENDING & RE-
FRESHMENT SER-
VICES

Coca-Cola UNITED                                                           
Gregory Houston                                                                       
(844) 469-2653

Refreshment 
Services Pepsi                                            
Scott Cason                                                                             
(850) 574-0281

VETERINARIANS

Crawfordville 
Animal Hospital                                         
Kyle Marsh                                                                               
(850) 926-2089

Forgotten Coast 
Animal Hospital Cas-
sandra Manuel, DVM                                                               
(850) 536-6519

VCA Wakulla 
Animal Hospital                                     
Kristan Downer                                                                
(850) 926-7153

WASTE WATER MAN-
AGEMENT / WATER 
SYSTEMS

ESG Operations, Inc                                                                  
Ned Nobles                                                                           
(850) 962-3026

Panacea Area Wa-
ter System, Inc.                                        
Ingrid Matlock                                                                     
(850) 984-5301

WATER TREATMENT 
& TESTING

Ackuritlabs, Inc.                                                                   
Todd Acker                                                                
(850) 562-7751

WEIGHT LOSS

FirstFitness Nutrition                                                                  
Becky Roberts                                                                
(209) 204-4689

WORKFORCE DE-
VELOPMENT 

CareerSource 
Capital Region                                               
Keantha Moore                                                                   
(850) 926-0980

BUSINESS NAME  
CONTACT NAME  
PHONE NUMBER

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERS - BY CATEGORY
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities 
and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth. Osaic Wealth does not provide tax or legal advice. 
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Please visit
thewakullasun.com

or scan the 
QR code

http://www.E
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View the Sun Monthly e-edition on mobile 
or PC using this QR code.

“The little paper”
onthlyeighbor
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You can now subscribe to 
The Sun online!

To receive our Weekly 
Newspaper

please visit www.thewakul-
lasun.com and

click on the subscribe today 
button or

scan the QR code 
Here.

A Subscription to...

$40 – Wakulla County
$50 – Out Of County
$60 – Out Of State

Mail subscription to:
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone # E-MAIL

Mail To:
The Wakulla Sun

12 Arran Road
Crawfordville, FL 32327

(850) 962-8019
or subscribe online at thewakullasun.com

http://www.thewakul-lasun.com
http://www.thewakul-lasun.com
http://www.thewakul-lasun.com
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BEER
WINE

ICE

Barn’sSpirits & Liquor

MOONSHINE

BEER

FINE WINE

LIQUOR

....AND 
MUCH MORE!

Barn’sLiquorBLiquorBarn’sLiquorarn’s

1970  Woodville Hwy, 
Crawfordville, FL, 32327 

850-817-0055  
Corner of  Woodville Hwy. & 

Coastal Hwy. 98 
On your way to St. Marks Refuge, 

Wakulla & St. Marks Rivers.

1306 Coastal Hwy, 
Panacea, FL 32346   
850-713-0181
Stop on your way to the Gulf 
Best Liquor and Wine 
Selection In Wakulla!

2 CONVENIENT 
LOCATIONS!

Photo of St. Marks Lighthouse

OPEN 7 DAYS 
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Saturday, August 1

• FRESH Back-to-School 
drive-thru backpack 
giveaway will be held 
at Sopchoppy City Hall 
from 9 a.m. to noon.
• Thessalonia Mission-
ary Baptist Church will 
hold a school backpack 
giveaway at Hudson 
Park beginning at noon.
• Back to School Give-
away, hosted by Dr. 
Patricia Warren High-
tower and LaTasha Mc-
Dowell, will be giving 
away school supplies 
and offering barbecue 
and music at the Keller 
Williams Town and 
Country office, 2851 
Crawfordville Hwy., 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• WHS War Eagle Band 
Yard Sale will be held at 
Palaver Tree Theater, 59 
Shadeville Road, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.
• The Panacea Commu-
nity Garden Farmer’s 
Market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon 
in Panacea.

Sunday, August 2

• McGrew League Back-
pack Giveaway will be 
held at the community 
center from 1 to 4 p.m.
• Sunday Afternoon on 
the Swamp Coast will be 
held at Palaver Tree The-
ater, 59 Shadeville Road 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Old time folk country 
and blues.
• Wakulla Giving Hands 

food giveaway is every 
Sunday from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. at the facili-
ty across from Medart 
Elementary on Highway 
98. Line up begins at 11 
a.m.
• Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meets every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. and 
6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Monday, August 3

• The Wakulla County 
Commission meets at 6 
p.m. in the commission 
chambers.
• The Wakulla Caregiver 
Support Group meets 
at Lake Ellen Baptist 
Church at 9:30 a.m ev-
ery Monday .
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. every Mon-
day at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.
• Gentle Yoga and 
Stetching Class with 
Margaret every Monday 
at 11 a.m. First Baptist 
Church CLC Building 
in Crawfordville. Bring 
a mat.

Tuesday, August 4

• Congressional candi-
dates are invited to at-
tend a gathering hosted 
by The Wakulla Sun to 
introduce themselves. 
It’s at the public library 
beginning at 6 p.m.
• Free school physi-
cals, arranged through 
FRESH Be a Hero to 

Our Heroes, will be of-
fered by Valerie Russell, 
ARPN, FNP, at Panhan-
dle Primary Care, 36 
Ochlockonee St.,  from 
4 to 6:30 p.m.   For more 
information,  contact 
Kenny Manning at (850) 
545-5982.

• Sopchoppy communi-
ty dinner is held every 
week at the Towles 
House at 6:30 p.m. 
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at 54 Ochlockonee St.

Wednesday, August 5

• Muffins with Moms 
Prenatal Support Group 
meets at 9 a.m., 9:30 
a.m., and 10 a.m. at the 
Wakulla County Health 
Department. Contact 
Liz Neighbors at 850-
888-6078 or elizabeth.
neighbors@flhealth.gov 
for more information.
• A line dance class is 
held at 1 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Senior Center 
every Wednesday.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon and 
6:30 p.m. every Wednes-
day at 54 Ochlockonee 
St.

Thursday, August 6
 

• The Rotary Club of 
Wakulla County meets 
at the TSC Wakulla 
Center at 8:30 a.m. on 
Thursdays.
• The VFW Auxiliary 
Bingo Night will be held 

at 7 p.m. at 475 Arran 
Road in Crawfordville, 
every Thursday. There 
are concessions and 
raffles.
• Line dancing is 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. at the Wom-
en’s Club.  6:30 to 8 for 
beginners. $10. 
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday at 54 Ochlock-
onee St.

Friday, August 7

• Alcoholics Anony-
mous meets at noon and 
7 p.m. every Friday at 54 
Ochlockonee St. 

Saturday, August 8

• FRESH Backpack 
Giveaway will be held at 
the community center 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• The Wakulla Caregiv-
er Support Group will 
meet at the Wakulla 
County Public Library 
at 10 a.m. every  second 
Saturday of the month.

Monday, August 10

• FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL
•  Planning commission 
meets at 6 p.m. in the 
commission chambers.
• The Sopchoppy City 
Commission meets at 
6:30 p.m. at City Hall.
• Crawfordville Wom-
an’s Club monthly 
meeting is the sec-
ond Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at 

64 Ochlockonee St., 
in Crawfordville. Call 
(850) 566-5727 for more 
information.

Thursday, August 13
 

• St. Marks City Com-
mission meets at the 
City Hall at 6 p.m.
• BS Bingo with Kevin 
Story will be held at 
Palaver Tree Theater, 59 
Shadeville Road begin-
ning at  7 p.m.

Monday, August 17

• School board meets at 
the district office at 5:45 
p.m.

Tuesday, August 18

• PARTY PRIMARY 
ELECTION will be held. 
Polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Friday, August 21

• Football season kicks 
off with the Wakulla 
War Eagles hosting the 
Gadsden Jaguars at J.D. 
Jones Stadium at 7 p.m.

Saturday, August 22

• St. Marks Communi-
ty Market will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
St. Marks.

Wednesday, August 26 

• Wakulla Chamber of 
Commerce networking 

luncheon will be held at 
Wakulla Springs Lodge 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
Cost is $20 for Cham-
ber members; $25 for 
non-members. Contact 
the Chamber at (850) 
926-1848 to register.

Thursday, August 27 

• “Pillowman,” a play by 
Martin McDonagh, will 
be performed at 8 p.m. 
at Palaver Tree Theater, 
59 Shadeville Road. It’s a 
pay-what-you-can night.

Friday, August 28

• The Wakulla War 
Eagles travel to Perry 
to take on the Taylor 
County Bulldogs at 7 
p.m.
• “Pillowman,” a play by 
Martin McDonagh, will 
be performed at 8 p.m. 
at Palaver Tree Theater. 
Tickets are $15.

Saturday, August 29

• “Pillowman,” a play by 
Martin McDonagh, will 
be performed at 8 p.m. 
at Palaver Tree Theater. 
Tickets are $15.

Sunday, August 30

• “Pillowman,” a play by 
Martin McDonagh, will 
have a matinee perfor-
mance at 2 p.m. and 
another performance at 
8 p.m. at Palaver Tree 
Theater. Tickets are $15.

On the Horizon
The calendar of events for August

CORBIN
 SYSTEMS

Commercial & Residential

Security Systems
Cameras
Smart Home Technology
Monotoring
Wireless & Networking
Audio/Visual Systems
Sound Systems

Digital Signage
Biometrics
Data Cabling
Fiber Optics
Access Control
Gates

KEEPING PEOPLE & PROPERTY SAFE FROM THE CAPITAL TO THE COAST

850 491-6277 
Locally Owned and Operated • Insured – Licensed Contractors • Alarm Lic#EF20001549 Low Volt Lic#ES12001531

24 hours a day/
7 days a 
week

Ca n you replace the camera with a Sun. Inside of the Sun put 
text :Protect What you Love” 
Thanks,

Local Wakulla Attorney • Local Resident & Neighbor

Services
2Estate Planning
2Civil Litigation
2Corporate Formation
2Asset Protection

2Contract Drafting & Review
2Probate & Trust Administration
2Government Consulting
2Insurance Claims

Practice Areas
2Wills & Trusts
2Lawsuits
2Probate Cases

2Administrative Law
2Business Law
2Corporations

(448) 500-6327 Sean@gellislaw.com www.GellisLaw.com

State & Federal 
Government 

& Admin PracticeOffi ce 2931 Crawfordville Hwy

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

Sean W. Gellis, Esq
Founder & Managing Member

AMERICA FIRST
CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

VETERAN
OUTSIDER

BUSINESSMAN
PAID FOR BY KEITH GROSS FOR FLORIDA, INC.

@KeithGrossFL

@KeithGrossFL

@KeithGross

mailto:neighbors@flhealth.gov
mailto:Sean@gellislaw.com
http://www.GellisLaw.com
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FROM THE WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
850.926.3546CAC1818432 

https://www.keithkeyhvac.com

Your Local Heating & 
Air Conditioning Experts
When your comfort matters, 
call the team your neighbors trust.

From repairs to full system replacements, 
we’re here to help — fast and dependable.

Happy to sponsor 
the Historic Magnolia 
Monthly column.Maya Key                 Jared Key         Keith Key

Turn to Page 24

Open Tuesday - Thursday - Friday
6:30a.m - 5p.m.

A tale of three tombstones
PART 1 OF SIX.

The maple buds are 
swelling and the dog-
wood will soon burst 
into bloom among the 
palmetto scrub and 
briar along the St. 
Marks River in Wakul-
la County. Almost hid-
den among this tangled 
growth are the graves of 
three men in a long-for-
gotten cemetery two 
miles north of Newport, 
and nearly halfway up 
the short, 26 mile length 
of the historic stream.

The black spotted 
stones rise crookedly 
and mutely over the re-
mains of Weld Hamlin, 
his brother-in-law, Jo-
seph Ladd and Joseph’s 
son, Joseph E. Ladd. 
The history of these 
three men cover the 
whole Anglo-Saxon his-
tory of America, starting 
with the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony in 1632 and 
coming thru eight gen-
erations to the cotton 
ports on the St. Marks 
River during the days of 
Territorial Florida. As if 
to stress the importance 
to these two families, an 
enormous commem-
orative tombstone in 
much better condition 
and readability than 
the markers on the St. 
Marks River, is raised 
to the memory of these 
men in the Winthrop 
Street cemetery of Au-
gusta, Maine. 

The graveyard in Au-
gusta, where all three 
men lived before coming 
to Florida, where they 
died in 1829, 1835, 
and 1853 respectively, 
crowns the highest hill 
in Maine’s capital city. 
It is a bright, breezy 
spot in the fall, with 
maple trees of autumn 

gold blazing like a torch 
around the outer reach-
es of the tombstones. 
The graveyard marches 
in orderly rows on ei-
ther side of the road, up 
over the brow of the hill, 
with each row of stones 
on its own terrace, and 
the grass cut short and 
smooth so that visitors 
can read the stones 
without difficulty. It is 
a far cry from the ne-
glected graves in the 
old Magnolia Cemetery 
on the St. Marks River, 
but then the pride of the 
Hamlins and the Ladds 
started in the New En-
gland states and their 
wandering over the face 
of America led to ob-
scure spots that were 
abandoned by time, for-
tune and necessity. But 
the Hamlins and the 
Ladds still abound, and 
this is only a small por-
tion of their story.

The Hamlins who 
came to Wakulla Coun-
ty in 1827 (when it was 
still part of Leon Coun-
ty in Territorial Florida) 
descended from James 
and Anna Hamlin of 
Barnstable, Massachu-
setts where they came 
from England and set-
tled in 1639. Most of 
their children were born 
in America and includ-
ed Sarah, Mary, James, 
Hannah, Bartholomew, 
John Eleaser, and Isra-
el. James, b. 1636, was 
the ancestor of Hannibal 
Hamlin, vice-president 
to Abraham Lincoln. It 
is a curious oddity that 
one of his collateral 
cousins, Daniel Ladd of 
Newport, Florida, whose 
father married Sarah 
Jane Hamlin, was ap-
pointed to the Seces-
sion Convention from 
Wakulla Couty to Talla-

hassee in 1861. It was 
not unusual that he did 
not want to secede from 
the Union, tho this was 
the common sentiment 
of the state and of his 
neighbors.

But there are many 
more sprightly stories 
told about the Ham-
lins who like any fami-
ly, weathered fortunes 
and misfortunes. A tale 
is told about one Har-
ris Hamlin, b. 1766, 
whose first wife died 
and his children moved 
away from their home in 
Wayne County, Penn-
sylvania. Wayne Coun-
ty, in the late 1700’s was 
still wilderness. Harris 
became lonely and his 
neighbors advised him 
to marry again. In H. 
Franklin Andrews “The 
Hamlin Family”, the 

author writes, Harris 
“was a Methodist, and 
one Saturday started to 
attend Quarterly Meet-
ing, some miles away. 
On approaching what 
he supposed was the 
place, he was told upon 
inquiry that he was on 
the wrong road, and he 
then inquired for a cer-
tain Methodist family of 
his acquaintance, in the 
vicinity, and was direct-
ed to their house. Ar-
riving there, the friend 
expressed pleasure to 
see him, and provided 
refreshments for him-
self and beast. After 
supper he inquired for 
a maiden sister of his 
host, and was informed 
that she had retired for 
the night. He expressed 
a desire to see her, and 
she was called. Upon 

her appearance, he pro-
ceeded to tell her that 
he was a widower, and 
lonely; that he knew of 
no one who would suit 
him better for a wife, 
and proposed marriage; 
retiring to enable her to 
talk with her friends. 
She soon consented to 
marry him; upon which 
he said that he disliked 
to have the delay on his 
mind over the Sabbath; 
and if a minister could 
be procured, wished to 
be married that night. 
The minister was found 
and the two were made 
one.”

The humanitarian 
member of the Ham-
lin family was Cyrus, 
1811-1900. Cyrus went 
to Bowdoin College 
in Brunswick, Maine, 
then attended the Ban-
gor Seminary. He was 
sent to Constantinople, 
Turkey by the Ameri-
can Board of Missions, 
where he founded the 
Christian Bebek Mis-
sion in a Moslem na-
tion. Cyrus was horri-
fied at the filth and the 
malnutrition and intro-
duced milk cows and 
fresh milk to the starve-
lings brought to Be-
bek. Cleanliness at the 
mission hospital also 
checked outbreaks of 
cholera, and he helped 
to doctor cholera pa-
tients during the Crime-
an War. He used a med-
icine known as Hamlin’s 
Cholera Mixture.

During the Civil War, 
when Hamlins fought 
on both sides in the 
tragic American con-
flict, Cyrus was estab-
lishing a permanent 
college out of his mis-
sionary school. He had 
interested an American 
philanthropist, Christo-

pher Robert, in Bebek 
Mission. The American 
millionaire gave mon-
ey to the school, and 
its name was changed 
to Robert College. Con-
stantinople changed its 
name too, to Istanbul, 
and today Robert Col-
lege in Istanbul is the 
leading English-lan-
guage school in the 
Near East. Nearly all 
the political and educa-
tional leaders of Turkey, 
Iraq, and Syria have 
been processed in Rob-
ert College’s courses on 
diplomacy and interna-
tional relations. It is a 
far cry from the starving 
Turkish children and 
imported milk cows. 
But it was, nonetheless, 
a crowning achievement 
for missionary Cyrus 
Hamlin.

Hannibal Hamlin, 
the other distinguished 
Hamlin of Cyrus’ gener-
ation, was a politician 
from the very begin-
ning. He was a speaker 
of the Maine House of 
Representatives, mem-
ber of both branches of 
Congress, the Governor 
of Maine, Vice President 
under Abraham Lin-
coln, and then Minister 
to Spain. He was born 
in 1809, d. 1891.

The Hamlins on the 
St. Marks River were not 
the only ones to come to 
Florida. Captain Lyman 
Hamlin was b. in Salem, 
PA, in 1834. He taught 
school in Pennsylvania, 
Minnesota, and Florida. 
He was an officer who 
served in the Army of 
the Potomac during the 
Civil War. In 1875 he 
went to Cedar Keys and 
sent for his family a few 
years later to join him. 
He was postmaster from 

By Elizabeth F. Smith, published in the March 1967 edition of the Magnolia Monthly

Weld Hamlin’s tombstone at the Magnolia Cemetery. The 
marker has Hamlin’s name spelled as ‘Hamlen.’ It is the 

oldest tombstone in Wakulla County.

https://www.keithkeyhvac.com
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Vecteezy.comVecteezy.coom

Home of The $5 classified ad
Classifieds Market

Please call The Wakulla Sun at 850-962-8019 email classi�eds@thewakullasun.com

UP TO 20 WORDS 
DISPLAY ADS PER

COL
INCH ADD WORDS FOR 25¢ PER WORD

$5

Wakulla Lawn Ranger
Gene Darby
850-251-9122

Mowing - Edging - Trimming 

Sidewalk/Driveways 
Pressurewashing

Palm Tree 
Trimming

Great Prices - Great Work 
Licensed & Insured

850-933-8505
Free estimates

Land 
Clearing
Driveways
Ponds
Site Work
Demolition
Hauling

Massages, Facials, 
Body Treatments

850-745-6422

info@Sunraysspa.com
Easy Online Scheduleing

www.SunraysSpa.com
2655-A Crawfordville Hwy.

Crawfordville FL 32327

MM43237Follow us on

ORGOTTEN COAST
T R A C T O R  S E R V I C E  L L C
F

850.273.9101
Skid Steer Mowing
Concrete Removal

Demolition

Land Clearing
Grading

Driveways

Travis Clayton

text or call

30+YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Licensed 
& Insured

FARM BUREAU INSURANCE 
of Wakulla County

Gene 
Lambert

Agency 
Manager

(850) 926-3425
GENE.LAMBERT@FFBIC.COM

 2468 Crawfordville Hwy, Crawfordville, FL 32327

LEATHER REPAIR / REFURBISH
850-766-4562

John Allcorn Leather
Bags, Belts, Holsters

Some work on Shoes and tack
Also – Custom Products

SERVICES

your hometown hospice licensed since 1983

Big Bend Hospice is seeking 
direct patient care volunteers 

to provide companionship 
and respite services in 

Wakulla County. 
If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Andrea 

Zinker at (850) 878-5310.

Bill Webster, Attorney
General Law Practice

50 Years 
Experience

Since 1975

850-443-5901

By Appointment 
Only

Susan 
Schatzman
Broker Associate

Mobile: 850-519-2292
SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com

734 Shadeville Road
Crawfordville FL 32327

www.susanschatzman.com

®

Bonnie Holub
Certi�ied Life Coach

850-570-8271
BonnietheLifeCoach.com

Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com

It isn’t about how 
your life looks to others…

Its about how it feels to you!

FOR QUALITY 
AND SERVICE 

THAT WILL
FLOOR 

YOU
Call Today for your 
FREE Estimate

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.comLabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
LHFQuality 

LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
850745-8723

Hardwood Engineered
Floating Flooring
Glue Downs
Nail Downs

Floating Flooring
Laminate 

& Vinyl

Installation Services:

4 0   A C R E S
F O R  S A L E
D. E. BILLINGSLEY

L i c .  R e a L  e s tat e  B R o k e R    

850-510-3309
www.debi l l ings ley.com

850-212-2908

Southern 
Maid

Cleaning Service

Servicing the 
surrounding area Since 2017

• Licensed • Owner operated • Serving Surrounding Counties

Your LocaL Water 
Diversion speciaList

www.newvisiongutters.com
448   220   2311

Lori L. Lewis
Chief Executive Offi cer

sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
Cell 717-413-6761
Fax 717-256-7199
www.SendMeTheBill.net

1037 Gulf Shore Blvd.
Alligator Point, FL 32346

 QUALITY LAWN
& TRACTOR LLC

RES. & COMMERCIAL
* MOWING *  TRIMMING

* EDGING
* HEDGE TRIMMING

For all your
lawn service needs

850-363-6341   Lic&Ins

BIG BEND TOWING, INC
*TOWING  *ROADSIDE ASST.
*JUMP START
*TIRE CHANGE
*LOCK OUT
*FUEL

CALL BILLY HAYNIE
 850-631-2361

LAWN SERVICE

TOWING SERVICELocal - Family owned

Storm & Cleanups
Tile Work to Landscaping; 

Mowing; Small Tractor work;
Junk/Car Debris; Furniture/

 Appliance Removal

What you Got?

HANDYMAN SERVICES
850-491-1055 
850-509-4762

Free 
Estimates

Sandulls Custom
Construction Solutions, LLC

850-666- 2435
Concrete - Stone - Masonry - Carpentry
Rot/Repairs – Remodels- Renovations
Landscape / Hardscape Skidsteer work

Junk Removal 
- Free eStimateS -

Please 
Recycle

Leave 
Nothing 
But Your 
Footprints

Mobile Home for Rent – 3 bdr, 
1 ba. $1,100/Month. $500 De-
posit, no pets. 7 Destiny Lane, 

Crawfordville, Fl.  Behind Sonic. 
850-321-1844 

FOR RENT

mailto:eds@thewakullasun.com
mailto:info@Sunraysspa.com
http://www.SunraysSpa.com
mailto:SchatzmanSusan@gmail.com
http://www.susanschatzman.com
mailto:Bonnie@BonnietheLifeCoach.com
mailto:LabigsHardwoodFlooring@Gmail.com
http://www.debillingsley.com
http://www.newvisiongutters.com
mailto:sendmethebillLLC@gmail.com
http://www.SendMeTheBill.net
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Ancient threads inform the present

Historical Society’s Threads through Time
By ANDREA CARTER
Of the Historical Society

Although the time cap-
sule has been unearthed, 
the parades marched and 
the fireworks exploded, 
we at the Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society are 
continuing to celebrate 
our history in Wakulla 
County and Florida.  Did 
you know that the two 
formerly Spanish colonies 
of East and West Florida, 
the capitals of which were 
St. Augustine and Pen-
sacola, respectively, were 

under British rule for 
the 20 years (1763-1783) 
encompassing the Revo-
lutionary War?  Florida, 
therefore, is referred to 
by historians as the 14th 
British colony to later be-
come the United States of 
America.  

We invite all Wakul-
la Countians to join us 
as we dig through our 
closets and cedar chests 
for clothing pieces that 
illustrate our histo-
ry.  Do you have your 
grandmother’s wedding 
gown?  Your grandfa-

ther’s double breasted 
suit and wide tie?  A high 
school costume or uni-
form from Crawfordville, 
Shadeville or Sophoppy 
High Schools?  A 1960’s 
Jackie Kennedy suit and 
pillbox hat?  A 1920’s 
swimsuit?  A 1970’s dou-
bleknit pantsuit?

If so, please enter them 
in “Threads through 
Time” our historic cloth-
ing fashion show and 
English tea on Saturday, 
September 12 from 2-5 
pm at the Crawfordville 
Women’s Club.  Tickets 

are $25 and are on sale 
at wakullahistory.org, 
where you will also find 
an Application to Partici-
pate.  Models are admit-
ted free.  Children and 
teens are welcome!  Call 
(926-1110) or stop by the 
historical society muse-
um at 24 High Drive for 
more information!  

Let’s continue the cele-
bration, shall we?

Andrea Carter is Presi-
dent of the Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society, Inc.

By MADELEINE CARR
Of the Historical Society

It is not com-
mon knowledge that 
threads keep the 
shapes of ancient con-
figurations.So a title 
for an event called 
Threads Through Time 
could reconstruct and 
explain how such 
threads were creat-
ed in Florida at least 
7,000 years ago.

The event on Sept. 
12, 2-5 p.m. at the 
Wakulla Women’s 
Club, is providing me 
with a personal reflec-
tion on those ancient 
(Archaic period) fibers 
and threads. I was so 
very fortunate to par-

ticipate as an archaeo-
logical site manager at 
the Windover Archae-
ological Project in Ti-
tusville.

During three field 
seasons, FSU archae-
ologists and anthro-
pologists looked deep 
into a peat bog in the 
mid-1980s. They had 
drained the pond. 
They discovered an 
ancient burial ground. 
People at this site were 
buried for about 1,000 
years. This pond cem-
etery revealed the lives 
of individuals. Adja-
cent to the bodies were 
“beautifully crafted ar-
tifacts of bone, wood, 
antler, and shells.”

The discovery that 
was the most “me-

dia” worthy was intact 
brains. Yet traces of 
thread or other bind-
ing material associ-
ated with the buri-
als made the site 

come alive. Some of 
the tools were weav-
ing tools. Some of the 
children were buried 
in finely woven bags. 
Burials were covered 

in shrouds. Eightysev-
en fabric and cordage 
specimens were recov-
ered from 37 separate 
burials. The 87 per-
ishable fiber artifacts, 
representing 67 sep-
arate and once com-
plete items.

Those delicate 
threads are one hint 
that spinning, weav-
ing, cordage, and bas-
ketry were important 
to the ways Florida’s 
ancient people lived 
their lives before pot-
tery.

While the Wakul-
la County Historical 
Society does not have 
examples of such an-
cient textiles, cloth, or 
basketry, their event 
Threads Through Time 

attempts to show-
case Florida’s history 
through the lenses of 
these periods: Indig-
enous, Spanish, En-
glish, Creek, territo-
rial, and the modern 
eras until the present.

You can partici-
pate. You can defi-
nitely come to Threads 
Through Time. Also, 
if you have or know 
someone who has 
era-specific clothing 
(maybe a 1920s bath-
ing suit?), please com-
plete a participation 
form at www.wakulla-
history.org. Include a 
photo if you can. That 
item (and you) will be 
part of the next cloth-
ing display.

PHOTO BY RICHARD BRUNCK

This image shows the 7,000-year-old Windover fabric 
detail recovered in 1986.

The Magnolia Monthly: Three tombstones
From Page 22

 
1881 to 1886, and 
Florida was still in its 
frontier stages…for 
he narrowly escaped 
death from despera-
does on the Florida 
gulf coast who mur-
dered some of his 
friends. Deciding that 
Cedar Key was not a 
friendly town, he went 
to Indian Rocks where 
he grew fruits, vegeta-
bles, and cotton. Then 
he returned to Penn-
sylvania where he 
worked in the customs 
house in Philadelphia 
and died in 1898.

The city of Augus-
ta, from which the 
Wakulla County Ham-
lins came, has many 
reminders of the old 
days. It is located 50 
miles up the Kennebec 
River from the open 
Casco Bay and Atlan-
tic Ocean. On the road 
up the river one pass-
es thru a dreary suc-
cession of mill towns, 
those clusters of an-
cient red brick edifices 
which were the econ-
omy of the New En-
gland states: woolen 
and cotton mills, shoe 
factories, and other in-
dustries that grew out 
of the Industrial Revo-
lution. 

First, they enticed 
the farm youngsters 
to the towns, and af-
ter 1830 the immi-
grants from southern 
Europe. A typical New 
England church with 
its white spire may 
be a Greek Orthodox 
structure, as it is in 
Portland, Maine. An-
cient colonial families, 
Greeks and Slavs, live 
side by side in the New 
England states.

Before arriving in 
Augusta, one passes 
through the town of 

Hallowell, which was 
the original Augus-
ta. It was here that 
Nathaniel Hamlin, 
grandfather of Weld 
Hamlin buried on the 
St. Marks River under 
the oldest tombstone 
in Wakulla County, 
first came from Wellf-
leet, Mass., in 1784 at 
the age of 43. He was 
b. in 1741 and was a 

carpenter and skilled 
craftsman in wood. 
Not only did he build 
houses, but he also 
constructed clocks 
and spinning wheels. 
He stayed in Hallowell 
for 2 or 3 years, then 
went back to Wellf-
leet for his family and 
settled permanently 
in Hallowell-Augus-
ta about 1795. All his 
children were b. in 
Massachusetts and 
his eldest at the time 
of his removal was 30.

Augusta was then 
still a frontier set-
tlement and people 
could look across the 
river to the wooden 
blockhouse standing 
against the sky on 
the bluff. It was called 

Fort Western and was 
built as a defense 
against the Indians in 
the French and Indian 
War of 1755. It is still 
there but obscured by 
the office buildings 
and factories built 
around it.

Nathaniel pur-
chased a large two-sto-
ry house at the corner 
of Winthrop and State 

Streets where the Ken-
nebec County Court-
house now stands. The 
courthouse is built of 
gray granite, and the 
hallway is a welcome 
shelter from the rain. 
Most of the stores 
are located along Riv-
er Street, the drab 
downtown section, but 
Winthrop Street goes 
straight up the steep 
hill to the courthouse, 
and no Floridian can 
climb the hill without 
getting winded. Au-
gustans say that win-
ter is worse, for going 
downhill a person’s 
toes bump up against 
his shoes.

Nathaniel lived on 
the courthouse corner 
for many years and on 

the gable of his house 
was a large clock dial 
attached to a clock, 
which he kept in oper-
ation to advertise his 
business.

Theophilus Ham-
lin (father of Weld), 
was his oldest son. 
Theo built a store at 
the corner of Dick-
man Place and Win-
throp Street, near the 

first courthouse which 
was erected on Mar-
ket Square. Market 
Square is still there, 
small by southern 
standards, but the 
land between the river 
and the bluff is nar-
row. It is not hard to 
find Market Square, 
for there is a small 
triangular island of 
concrete there, and on 
one side the Market 
Square Bowling Alley. 
Between the bowling 
alley and the bottom 
of the hill is the rail-
road, and long freight 
trains pull through 
the town in the mid-
dle of the night, the 
noise of their clicking 
wheels and thunder-
ous weight echoing 

across the stream. 
People in rooms facing 
the railroad tracks at 
the back of the North 
Hotel claim the engine 
is running under their 
beds. Before the rail-
road come the prod-
ucts of the mills were 
shipped downstream 
by boat, out into the 
Atlantic, around Flor-
ida into the Gulf of 

Mexico, and up the 
St. Marks River, a dis-
tance of 1600 miles 
and many hazards in 
between.

Theophilus was the 
first Hamlin that is 
known to have come 
south for he was an 
enterprising merchant 
who had a lot of wares 
he wanted to trade 
for cotton. Theo had 
a house on Dickman 
place near his store 
which burned in the 
great fire of 1865.

Theophilus is men-
tioned often in the 
diary of Mrs. Martha 
Ballard, a midwife 
of Augusta who kept 
notes from 1785 to 
1812. Her diary is de-
lightful as well as fac-

tual. She says in one 
entry, “I delivered Ag-
atha Stickney of her 
4th today, and she 
unmarried.” For an 
entry in 1799 she has, 
“Sunday. I was called 
at 2h. this morn, to 
go and see the wife of 
Mr. Theophilus Ham-
lin who was in labor 
with her 6th child. I 
wrode with Mr. John 
Rockwood; (reached) 
there safe although 
the roads were very 
bad, and she was safe 
delivered at 3h. morn, 
of her 3d son and 6th 
child.” Mrs. Ballard 
did not tell the name 
of the son, but he 
was Nathaniel Ham-
lin who, with 3 of his 
brothers, founded the 
town of Magnolia on 
the St. Marks River.

By 1816 Theophilus 
had five sons and five 
daughters. Though 
the sons were to fig-
ure in the building of 
Territorial Florida, the 
girls did well in their 
marriages. None of 
them ever came south.

(Continued next 
month)

The Wakulla Coun-
ty Historical Society 
Museum is in the Old 
Jail at 24 High Drive 
in Crawfordville. We 
are open to the pub-
lic on Thursdays and 
Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Visit us online at 
WakullaHistory.org. 
The museum houses 
a complete, indexed 
collection of the 
Magnolia Monthly 
magazines for review 
in our reading room, 
and several partial 
sets available for 
purchase.

http://www.wakulla-history.org
http://www.wakulla-history.org
http://www.wakulla-history.org
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Florida Wild Mammal Association
198 Edgar Poole Road

Crawfordville, FL 32327 Fwma.org
363-2351

A Wakulla Wild Animal Rescue
WOULD YOU LIKE TO 

HELP?
We always need donations of 

these items: 
• Bleach 
• Paper towels
• Fruit cocktail 
• Birdseed & nuts

• Pedigree wet & 
dry dog food

• Friskies wet & 
dry cat food

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN Editor

The First District Court of  Appeal in Tallahassee last week upheld the Wakulla Circuit Court judge’s ruling finding that Ed Brimner was properly elected as property ap-praiser in 2020.The DCA’s ruling was  released Tuesday, July 18, and said simply” Per curiam affirmed,” which means that the appeals court affirms the trial court’s deci-sion without issuing an opinion or explanation of its own.
In February of last year, Wakulla Circuit Judge Ron Flury granted a summary judgment to the Wakulla Coun-ty Canvassing Board and Property Apprais-er Ed Brimner finding that Colby Sparkman, who was a candidate for property appraiser  against Brimner in the 2020 election but who 

lost by four votes, pre-sented no evidence that he would have won the election but for alleged misconduct.
The judge noted the lawsuit is “based on the treatment of 12 ballots out of 9,104” ballots cast in the race. The 12 ballots represented the number of votes rejected by the canvassing board because the signature on the vote-by-mail bal-lot did not match the signature on file.Sparkman’s attorney, Mark Herron, argued at a hearing held by Zoom back in February 2022 that the 12 ballots were not able to be cured be-cause of misconduct by the supervisor of elec-tions and the canvassing board. That included not telling voters whose ballots were rejected the correct amount of time they had to cure the problem, and tell-ing Sparkman that he should not contact the 12 voters.

But Judge Flury wrote that, during the election, a total of 53 ballots had signature problems. “Of those 53 ballots,” the judge wrote, “41 were cured.”
One of the 12 bal-lots, belonging to Debra Russell, was cured in a timely manner, but be-cause of the narrow vote margin, she asked that her vote not be counted because it would reveal how she voted. The can-vassing board accepted her appeal and did not count her vote.

“No evidence has been presented that shows the precluded ballots favored any particular candidate,” Judge Flury wrote in his order. “Fac-tually, the mathematical probablity of a change in the result here is nonex-istent.”
At the hearing last year, attorneys Leonard Collins, representing Brimner, and Wayne Malaney, representing the canvassing board, acknowledged that er-rors were made with the election, but contended there was no fraud and 

no effort to help one can-didate or another. The judge agreed: “There is no evidence to suggest that there was an ulterior nefari-ous motive that actually drove the canvassing board’s decision. There is no reason to overturn the will of the people as expressed in the election results presented.”Sparkman appealed the judge’s decision in March of 2022.In the meantime, Sparkman did get a set-tlement in his lawsuit for wrongful termination. Sparkman was a dep-uty property appraiser under Brad Harvey, who was removed from office by Gov. Ron DeSantis af-ter his arrested in 2018 on embezzlement and fraud charges. Harvey has pleaded no contest to the charges and faces a maximum sentence of 30 years when he is sentenced in September.After Brimner was installed in office in Jan-

uary 2021, he subse-quently fired Sparkman for cause. 
Much of the contro-versy in the case arises from Sparkman being told not to contact any of the 12 voters with the rejected ballots. He asked for and was given the names of the voters and acknowledged in deposition that he had called one, but couldn’t remember who it was. A voter called Coun-ty Administrator David Edwards with concerns about Sparkman calling voters, and Edwards called two canvassing board members – Coun-ty Judge Jill Walker, and County Commis-sioner Quincee Mess-ersmith. Both said the issue would be brought before the canvassing board and then-Super-visor of Elections Bud-dy Wells.

Edwards walked over to Wells’ office and con-fronted the elections 
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Team Blue Line visits St. Marks

Fired Chiles coach may join War Eagle coaching staff 

Wakulla Springs’ Amy Conyers is gone
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Kevin Pettis and son Trey might join coaches at Wakulla High

Appeals court rules for Ed Brimner in lawsuit over 2020 property appraiser in which Colby Sparkman lost by 3 votes

The non-profi t supports law enforcement offi cers injured on the job

Sgt. Rob Holloway, kneeling, with kids of Wakulla County sheri� ’s deputies  at the St. Marks Community Market.

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
Staff Report

Kevin Pettis, who was recently fired as head 
football coach at Chiles High School may join the 
coaching staff of the Wakulla War Eagles under 
head coach Scott Klees.Superintendent of Schools Bobby Pearce noted 
that Pettis was offered a teaching and coaching 
position at Wakulla High School, but he reportedly 
turned the teaching position down to stay with 
Leon County Schools. He may still join coaches 
next month if cleared of all open investigations.
Pettis was let go as coach at Chiles in June 

after an investigation into alleged violations of 
athletic policies. Pettis’ son, Trey, was also on Chiles coaching 
staff and voluntarily stepped down.Trey Pettis is 
being hired as a parapro at Wakulla Institute and 
will join the staff as a War Eagle coach.

Staff Report

Amy Conyers, who has been the park direc-
tor at Wakulla Springs State Park for nearly six 
years, is no longer in the position as of last week.
Efforts to contact Conyers for comment were 

unsuccessful.
According to her LinkedIn page, Conyers had 

been park manager since November 2017 with 
an ending date of July 2023.Conyers had been with the state Department 
of Environmental Protection for 18 years, in-
cluding at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park, 
Troy Spring State Park, and Wes Skiles Peacock 
Springs State Park.Her LinkedIn page says she is “looking for a 
new role and would appreciate your support. 
Thank you in advance for any connections, 
advice, or opportunities you can offer. #Open-
ToWork”

� e 2020 candidates for Wakulla Property Appraiser in-
cluded Colby Sparkman, le� , and Ed Brimner.

By LEGION TAYLOR
Reporter

A charity known as Team Blue Line set up a booth at the St. Marks Community market on Saturday, manned in part by Sgt. Rob Hollo-way, a policeman who was shot in the line of duty. 
On April 12th, 2020, while pursuing suspects in a high-speed car chase near Carrollton, Ga., the suspects fired at Hol-loway’s car and he was struck in the head. After the incident, he was in the hospital for months, and due to Covid restric-tions his wife couldn’t go to work and come back 

to see him, so she chose to stay by his side rather than working for those months. 
The community gath-ered around them, how-ever, with co-workers donating leave time so his wife wouldn’t be suf-fer unreasonably, and even the roofing compa-ny they had hired took it upon themselves to redo the roof the way they had been contract-ed to, entirely free of charge. When The hollo-ways would have missed seeing their son grad-uate from highschool, the school allowed it to be livestreamed and let their son be the first to walk the stage, so they 

could watch it from the hospital room. 
When Sgt. Holloway was informed he might never walk again, Team Blue Line dedicated their time and money into re-modeling his bathroom to make it more easily accessible for him to use after getting home from the hospital. 

Though Holloway has been steadily recover-ing and is fully capable of walking under his own power, he says that the handrails installed around his home thanks to Team Blue Line are very helpful whenever he feels weak or light-headed. 
When asked what 

Team Blue Line does, he said that they “Stand for something good, that protects the community from evil.” 
While still small, qual-ity of life improvements such as these can make large impacts on the lives of officers who were in-jured or disabled in the line of duty. 

Team Blue Line also assists the families of those who gave their lives on the job, often paying tuition for their children to go to a private school and get a high-quality education. 
The charity can be found at teamblueline.org for more information or if you’d like to donate.

Election suit over after 3 years

PM
Thunderstorms

Chomp n Stomp held at Palaver Tree
Page 13

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN 
Editor

Former Wakulla Prop-
erty Appraiser Brad Har-
vey pleaded no contest 
in Wakulla Circuit Court 
on Wednesday, July 5 to 
numerous fraud charges 
that stemmed from over-
payments he made to 
himself as well as using 
the office credit card for 
personal expenses.
 Harvey had been set 

to go to trial later this 
month. After the plea, a 
pre-sentence investiga-
tion was ordered to deter-
mine what Harvey scores 
for punishment.
He is scheduled for 

sentencing on Sept. 7.
Harvey is charged 

with stealing more than 

$200,000 from the office, 
which he used for expens-
es like outfitting a hunt-
ing truck, and to take his 
family on a cruise after 
his daughter graduated 
from high school.
Assistant State Attor-

ney Andrew Deneen, who 
is prosecuting the case, 
will reportedly be asking  
Wakulla Circuit Judge 
Layne Smith, who is pre-
siding over the case, for 
prison time for Harvey.
The matter started af-

ter members of the Rotary 
Club of Wakulla realized 
that checks and cash for 
a fundraiser had never 
been deposited. Harvey 
was club treasurer. After 
being told of the miss-
ing money, Sheriff Jared 
Miller, also a member of 

Rotary, ordered an in-
vestigation. After being 
interviewed by detectives, 
Harvey turned over about 
$1,000 in cash from a gun 
raffle the club had held. 
No charges were brought 
in the case because the 

evidence – namely, ticket 
receipts for the raffle – 
had not been retained by 
the club. 
But the Rotary incident 

prompted a member of 
Harvey’s staff to begin 
looking into office financ-
es – and evidence quickly 
piled up that Harvey was 
stealing public money.
The staff member went 

to County Administrator 
David Edwards with the 
concerns – and FDLE was 
brought in to investigate.
 In April 2020, Harvey 

was arrested on a war-
rant and processed in 
the Wakulla County Jail. 
Because of Covid restric-
tions at the time, Harvey 
was not put in a jail cell, 
and he did not have to 
post bond. 

The same day, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis removed 
Harvey from office.
During the FDLE in-

vestigation, the news-
paper was aware of 
the suspicions of fi-
nancial improprieties 
and, along with another 
interested party, began 
making public record 
requests and writing 
news stories about it. 
Later public record re-
quests indicated that 
Harvey continued over-
paying himself even 
after he knew he was 
under investigation by 
FDLE.
Asked by the news-

paper to provide justifi-
cation for the overpay-
ments, Harvey pointed 
to a supplement he had 

received when he was 
chief deputy under the 
prior property apprais-
er for work done on 
Fire and Solid Waste 
tax rolls. He seemed 
to think he was still 
entitled to the supple-
ment – though the total 
amount of overpayment 
far exceeded the sup-
plement.
Harvey’s statutory 

salary was $103,000 
in 2016 when he was 
elected. It increased 
to $107,500 the next 
year and to $108,336 
in 2018.
Harvey had done 

payroll and other office 
financials as chief dep-
uty under former ap-
praiser Donnie Spark-
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Seafood landings are reported down

Two drownings in 
separate incidents 

on July 4th

State braces for 
more cases of 
deer disease
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A man died while scalloping; a child 
drowned in a home pool

The former property appraiser is charged with embezzling money from the offi ce; he will be sentenced in September

Hurricane losses, high diesel prices likely to blame for shortfall

Fleet of shrimp boats in Fort Myers.

Independence Day celebration in Sopchoppy starts with a parade, includes music and vendors, and concludes with 
Fourth of July � reworks. More photos on Page 13. (Photo by Gerald Brown)

Staff Report

Two unrelated drownings were reported in 
Wakulla on July 4th: a man scalloping in St. Marks 
and a child who drowned in a backyard pool.
Names and other details were not released by 

the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office.
The sheriff’s office did put out a press release 

the next day that read:” Yesterday The Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to two separate 
and unrelated instances of drowning in our com-
munity, one at a residence in Crawfordville and 
another on the water near St. Marks. So far, the 
investigations into both instances appear to show 
these are nothing more than tragic accidents. Out 
of respect for the families and those involved The 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office will not be making 
any further releases regarding either incident.
“WCSO would like to remind everyone to always 

be careful when swimming or enjoying the water, 
as drowning incidents can occur suddenly and 
even to the strongest swimmers.
“Please join Sheriff Miller and the Wakulla 

County Sheriff’s Office in praying for the families 
affected by these incidents.”

News Service of Florida

BONIFAY – After Florida’s first recorded case of 
a contagious disease fatal to deer, wildlife officials 
said Thursday other cases are likely and that it will 
be a “long-term marathon” to address the issue.
But it also could mean a short-term increase 

in hunting limits in the region of Northwest Flor-
ida where the case was found, as officials seek to 
quickly collect samples to determine the prevalence 
of chronic wasting disease.
Nearly 300 residents turned out Thursday eve-

ning to the Bonifay K-8 School in Holmes County 
for a presentation by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Florida Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services about initial steps 
to address the disease.
The state announced last month that a “road-

killed” female white-tailed deer in Holmes County 
had tested positive for chronic wasting disease, 
which has been described as similar to mad cow 
disease, with deer becoming emaciated and often 
being found isolated and trembling. Chronic wast-

Auditions for Musical

Page 3

Former Property Appraiser-
Brad Harvey

By ANDREW POWELL
Center Square

Since the Covid-19 
pandemic, hurricanes 
and increased fuel costs 
have reduced the catch 
of Florida’s seafood in-
dustry.
Florida’s Gulf Coast is 

the largest fishery for the 
state and is still dealing 
with the effects of Hur-
ricane Ian in late 2022. 
The storm made landfall 
at Fort Myers and devas-
tated Florida’s shrimp-
ing industry, sinking 
boats and destroying 
infrastructure crucial to 
the industry.
According to prelim-

inary data compiled by 
The Southern Shrimp Al-

liance from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration’s Fish-
ery Monitoring Branch, 
Florida’s March 2023 

landings off the West 
Coast were 72.7% below 
the historical average. 
In total, 2023 landings 
for the West Coast are 

42.1% below historical 
trends.
March 2023 landings 

Brad Harvey pleads to charges

SOPCHOPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Scattered
Thunderstorms

By WILLIAM SN
OWDEN 

Editor

The resentenc
ing of 

Guerry Wayne H
ertz and 

Jason Looney 
on mur-

der charges is
 sched-

uled to get und
erway on 

June 19 with ju
ry selec-

tion.
The question 

before 

jurors will be 
whether 

or not Hertz an
d Looney 

should be sent
enced to 

death for the 19
97 mur-

ders of Melan
ie King 

and Keith Sp
ears. At 

their 1999 tri
al, Hertz 

and Looney we
re found 

guilty of two counts 

of first-degree
 murder 

and, by a vote
 of 10-2, 

the jury recom
mended 

death, which 
was or-

dered by the co
urt.

(A third man in
volved 

in the murde
rs, Jim-

my Dempsey, 
testified 

against Hertz 
and Loo-

ney at the tria
l in ex-

change for a se
ntence of 

life in prison.)

The only issu
e be-

fore the jurors
 will be 

whether to rec
ommend 

a death sente
nce. The 

guilt of Hertz 
and Loo-

ney is not at is
sue, and 

they will neve
r be re-

leased from pri
son even 

if a jury recom
mends a 

life sentence.
In 1999, ther

e was 

not a require
ment in 

Florida for a un
animous 

jury verdict for
 a death 

sentence. The 
case was 

sent back for a
 re-do of 

the death pena
lty phase 

and has been 
pending 

for several year
s.

In this year’s L
egisla-

tive session, in 
response 

to the lack of 
a unan-

imous jury ve
rdict for 

the death pena
lty at the 

trial of Parkla
nd High 

School shooter
 Nikolas 

Cruz, Florida la
wmakers 

changed the sta
ndard to 

an 8-4 vote for 
death. 

Defense attorney 

Zachary Ward, who 

represents Her
tz, noted 

at a docket 
sounding 

hearing on We
dnesday, 

June 7, that 
the de-

fense team ha
d antic-

ipated a chang
e in the 

law on jury verd
icts, but 

had anticipated
 the law 

would go into 
effect on 

Oct. 1 – which
 is why 

the defense ha
d agreed 

to set the rese
ntencing 

for June 19. T
he Flori-

da Legislature m
ade the 

change in jury
 verdicts 

immediate.

Charter review discusses 

spring protection

Heavy security at hearing

St. Marks to raise 

sewer rates 75% 

on residents

The two were found guilty of the Spears-King murders 25 years ago, will have a re-do of the death penalty phase of their trial

Turn to Page 3

Turn to Page 3

“It’s a New Day”
$1 

One Section

Our 2nd Year 24th Issue

Thursday, June 15, 2023Locally Owned 

     & Operated

1 96852 36013 0

Weather forecast from Wakulla High School

Scattered 

Thunderstorms
Scattered 

Thunderstorms
AM Thunderstorms

Saturday

Sunrise 6:35 AM

Sunset 8:40 PMSunrise 6:35 AM

Sunset 8:40 PMSunrise 6:35 AM

Sunset 8:40 PM

Hi: 88º Lo: 74º   58%

Hi: 88º Lo: 73º   64%

Hi: 88º Lo: 74º   70%

WeatherSTEM
WAKULLA

Friday
Thursday

Members of the Charter Review Committee at a meeting last week at the community center.

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

Warned by their
 accountant tha

t they are facing
 

financial ruin if 
they don’t do so

mething, St. Ma
rks 

City Commissi
oners voted to

 raise sewer ra
tes 

75% – which w
ould translate 

to a $46 increa
se 

per month on r
esidential utilit

y bills.

It was roughly
 estimated tha

t the increase
 

would translate
 into an additio

nal $183,000 in
to 

the city’s utility
 fund.

City commissio
ners voted 3-1 

for the increase
, 

with the motio
n made by Dan

 Albers, second
ed 

by Paula Bell,
 and supporte

d by Mayor Pa
ul 

Sheddan. Steve
 Remke was the

 lone vote again
st 

the increase. R
emke had mad

e a motion ear
lier 

for a 50% incre
ase that was se

conded by Bell 
for 

discussion and
 was ultimately

 voted down 1-
3. 

City Commissio
n Sharon Rudd

 was absent du
e 

to illness.
The meeting roo

m at City Hall w
as full of citizens

 

on Thursday, J
une 8, but none

 seemed especia
lly 

upset by the sh
arp increase in

 rates. 

One citizen did 
suggest that the

re must be mon
-

ey to cut, and M
ayor Sheddan a

ppeared irritate
d 

at the comment
. The mayor rep

lied that city co
m-

missioners had
 cut everything 

they could think
 of, 

but there was 
no way to mak

e enough finan
cial 

cuts to get out 
of the problem.

 Several residen
ts 

in the audience
 suggested just

 going ahead w
ith 

a 100% increas
e to get the pai

n over with.

It was noted tha
t the city had be

en slow to raise
 

its utility rates
 – there had on

ly been a 12% 
in-

crease over the 
past several yea

rs, which would
n’t 

be enough to k
eep up with inf

lation.

As part of finan
cial cuts, the c

ity commission
 

has cut the pay 
of City Manager

 Zoe Mansfield a
nd 

Ethel Jefferson
 by going to a fo

ur-day workwe
ek.

Mayor Shedda
n was also pr

epared at the
 

meeting to sug
gest a reorgani

zation of city s
taff 

by removing P
ublic Works fr

om under the 
city  

manager, and a
ltering the title o

f the city manag
er 

to administrati
ve manager.

City Attorney Ro
n Mowrey told S

heddan that the
 

city charter ref
ers specifically

 to a city mana
ger 

position and du
ties. He said in

terference by c
ity 

commissioners
 in the city man

ager’s duties wa
s a 

first-degree mis
demeanor. Mow

rey told Shedda
n 

that the change
 he was propos

ing would requ
ire 

advertising and
 then a referend

um for city vote
rs 

to approve.
Sheddan appea

red disappointe
d in the attor-

ney’s opinion. 

It was Mowrey’
s last meeting 

as city attorney
. 

He had represe
nted St. Marks

 for many years
. 

He told city com
missioners tha

t he had prac-

ticed law for 54
 years and wou

ld turn 80 in th
e 

summer, sayin
g it was time fo

r him to retire.

In another mat
ter, Shadrach H

ines of the St. 

Marks Waterfr
onts committe

e announced t
he 

group had rais
ed enough mo

ney for Fourth
 of 

July fireworks.

Hines also said
 the city’s first c

ommunity mar
-

ket was a succ
ess. The next o

ne is set for Ju
ne 

24 from 9 a.m.
 to 1 p.m.

Robyn Hurst remembered
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Jason Looney

Guerry Wayne Hertz

By WILLIAM SNO
WDEN

Editor

The Wakulla S
prings 

Alliance made
 a pitch 

to the county’s
 Charter 

Review Commi
ttee for a 

proposed ballot
 initiative 

that would exp
and the 

Wakulla Spring
s pro-

tection area o
r create 

a Spring Creek
 special 

planning area.

The Charter R
eview 

Committee has bee
n 

meeting over 
the past 

few months to
 look at 

possible chang
es to the 

county’s govern
ing doc-

ument. It is re
quired to 

be reviewed e
very 10 

years.
Chad  Hanso

n ,  a 

member of the
 Wakulla 

Springs Allianc
e, did a 

PowerPoint pre
sentation 

at the Charte
r Review 

Committee’s m
eeting on 

Tuesday, June
 6 at the 

community cen
ter.

Hanson’s pres
enta-

tion went thro
ugh the 

historical deg
radation 

of the springs
 due to 

nitrogen in grou
ndwater 

from septic sys
tems and 

the City of Talla
hassee’s 

Tram Road sp
rayfield. 

It reached th
e point 

in 2008 that t
he state 

Department of Envi-

ronmental Protect
ion 

deemed the Wakulla 

River “biologic
ally im-

paired.”
Hanson noted

 that 

there has bee
n some 

recovery in rece
nt years, 

“but it’s nowh
ere near 

where it should
 be.”

The implications of 

expanding th
e zone 

would be, for vu
lnerable 

areas in the ba
sin map, 

which includes
 much of 

Crawfordville:

• Require advanced 

wastewater tr
eatment 

standards fo
r septic 

tanks, with se
wer pre-

ferred;
• Low impact develop-

ment such as t
wo units 

per acre on sep
tic, or no 

more than five 
units on 

sewer;
• and no Future Land 

Use Map ame
ndments 

for  more tha
n 1 unit 

on 2 acres (o
n sewer) 

or 1:5 (OSTDS
) without 

enforceable dev
elopment 

agreement.
Some members

 of the 

Charter Revie
w Com-

mittee questio
ned if 

expanding the
 springs 

protection zone
 was an 

appropriate iss
ue – with 

committee mem
ber An-

drew Riddle, w
ho also 

chairs the coun
ty plan-

ning commission (of 

which Hanson
 is also 

a member), as
ked if it 

wasn’t more pr
operly an  

issue to be ad
dressed 

in the county’s
 compre-

hensive plan. R
iddle also 

questioned the 
impact of 

such a change o
n county 

building regula
tions.

Committee member 

John Shuff no
ted that 

the Wakulla Sp
rings ba-

sin encompass
es 1,300 

square miles –
 much of 

which is in Leo
n Coun-

ty – and questio
ned why 

Leon doesn’t he
lp shoul-

der the burden
 of clean-

ing up the 7,00
0 septic 

tanks in its jur
isdiction.

Committee member 

Lynn Artz wen
t forward 

with a motion to ap-

prove the expa
nsion of 

the springs pr
otection 

zone as a ballot
 question 

– and the mo
tion was 

seconded by co
mmittee 

member David 
Damon.

Commit tee  Chai r 

Chris Russell e
xpressed 

disappointmen
t at the 

motion and said
 it should 

properly be bro
ught up 

on next month’
s agenda 

as new busine
ss. Artz 

withdrew her m
otion.

At the end of the
 meet-

ing, County Adm
inistra-

tor David Edw
ards ex-

pressed his opi
nion that 

expansion of th
e springs 

protection zon
e would 

have major imp
lications. 

He pointed to
 the im-

pact on the Craw
fordville 

Town Plan and
 said the 

change would 
take the 

county’s zonin
g regula-

tions and toss 
them out 

the window.
“It would paraly

ze the 

county from a
 growth 

perspective,” 
Edwards 

said.
The issue of

 DEP 

There was drum-tight security at the Wakul-

la County Courthouse on Wednesday, June 7, as 

death row inmates Guerry Wayne Hertz and Jason 

Looney were present for a hearing on their planned 

resentencing.

Wakulla deputies and Florida Department of 

Corrections offi cers were all over the courthouse 

– including 16 armed offi cers inside the courtroom 

during the hearing.

Security will be tight when the death penalty 

phase of Hertz’s and Looney’s trial gets underway 

starting June 19.

Hertz, Looney to return for retrial

Keep up with 
What’s Happening in Wakulla
If you enjoy this Monthly 
paper but want more hard 
hitting local news please 
consider subscribing to 
our newspaper.

Call us at 850-962-8019 is Your Local News Source

Subscribe 
for only
$40 per 

year
in county

Upcoming events at Palaver Tree
By HERB DONALDSON
Of Palaver Tree Theater

The Palaver Tree 
Theater is kicking off 
its new season with 
“The Pillowman,” a 
play written by Martin 
McDonagh.

“Pillowman” tells 
the story of Katurian, 
a fiction writer of short 
stories. He presently 
lives in an unnamed 
totalitarian (heavily 
policed) state where 
every part of public 
and private life is con-
trolled. Arrested by 
detectives, Ariel and 
Tupolski, Katurian is 
made aware that some 
of his short stories 
have come to resemble 
recent murders in the 
area. When a relative 
implicates him in the 
crimes, he must fight 
against his pending 
execution and the pos-
sible destruction of his 
original short stories.  

“Pillowman” was 
nominated (and in 
many instances won) 
the Laurence Olivi-
er Award; New York 
Drama Critics” Circle 
Award; Tony Award, 
and Drama Desk 
Award.

The play, direct-

ed by Gary Brame, 
features Caleb Good-
man, John David Ste-
venson, Rob Sparks, 
and Brett Allbritton. 
Performance dates 
are: Thursday, Aug. 
27 through Saturday, 
Aug. 29. The Aug. 27 
show is a “Pay What 
You Can” event, and  
Aug. 29 has a matinee 
as well.

Upcoming plays at 
Palaver Tree include: 
“We Will Not Be Si-
lent” by David Meyers 
and directed by Chuck 
Robinson; and “The 
Colored Museum” 
written by George C. 
Wolfe, in association 
with ETA (Essential 
Theatrical Associates). 
Other plays will be an-
nounced soon.

Palaver Tree has 
never been as well-
heeled as other groups, 
organizations and fes-
tivals in our county. 
That’s why member-
ships and sponsor-
ships are highly im-
portant to us. If you 
would like to become a 
member, or sponsor – 
don’t hesitate. You can 
do so by visiting our 
website at www.pala-
vertreetheater.org.

Other events this 

month at Palaver Tree 
include:

• WHS War Eagle 
Band Yard Sale: Sat-
urday, Aug. 8th. 9am-
1pm.

• BS Bingo with 
Kevin Story: Thurs-
day, Aug. 13th. 7pm. 
This will be an ongoing 

Palaver Tree benefit 
event.
• Sunday Afternoon 
on the Swamp Coast: 
Sunday, Aug. 3rd. 
2:30-4:30pm. Old 
time folk country and 
blues.

FOLLOW THE SUN.

http://www.pala-vertreetheater.org
http://www.pala-vertreetheater.org
http://www.pala-vertreetheater.org
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mongolian 
politician
  5. Coconut 
palms
 10. Rounded 
knob
 14. Japanese city
 15. Covers in soft 
material
 16. Walk around
 17. Ancient re-
gion in Syria
 18. French paint-
er
 19. Grandmother
 20. Cow part
 22. Rocky peak
 23. Secret plan
 24. Sings to one’s 
lover

 27. More (Span-
ish)
 30. Father
 31. Chinese phil-
osophical princi-
ple
 32. Hat
 35. In agreement
 37. A person’s 
brother or sister
 38. Evil spirit
 39. Monetary 
units
 40. Partner to 
cheese
 41. About Sun
 42. A place to 
dance
 43. Performer __ 
Lo Green
 44. Beach acces-
sory

 45. Recipe mea-
surement (abbr.)
 46. Partly digest-
ed food
 47. Pooch
 48. Honorific title 
added to family 
name
 49. Salts
 52. Lichens genus
 55. Lowest point 
of a ridge
 56. Type of sword
 60. Albanian lan-
guage
 61. Gold mea-
surement
 63. Italian seaport
 64. Longtime late 
night host
 65. Extremely 
angry

 66. U. of Miami 
mascot
 67. Mid-month 
day
 68. Omitted from 
printed matter
 69. Upper body 
part
 
CLUES DOWN
  1. Two-toed 
sloth
  2. Cooking in-
gredient
  3. Iranian city
  4. Publicly outs
  5. Steep-sided 
hollow
  6. Spoke
  7. General law or 
rule
  8. Extravagantly 
theatrical
  9. Very fast airplane

 10. Arm bones
 11. Ancient king-
dom near Dead 
Sea
 12. __ fide: legiti-
mate
 13. Gemstone
 21. Counsels
 23. Top exec
 25. Cool!
 26. Touch lightly
 27. Extract mon-
ey via taxation
 28. Dyes
 29. Cloying 
sweetness
 32. Soft drinks
 33. Capital of 
Guam
 34. Chemical 
compound 
 36. The bill in a 
restaurant
 37. Car mechan-
ics group
 38. Late comedi-
an Newhart
 40. Health care 
for the aged

 41. Wise individ-
uals
 43. A passage 
with access only at 
one end
 44. Trim
 46. Former OSS
 47. The upper 
surface of the 
mouth
 49. Edible lily 
bulbs
 50. Type of reef
 51. Vaccine de-
veloper
 52. Mottled citrus 
fruit
 53. A place to 
store lawn tools
 54. Rare goose 
native to Hawaii
 57. Hollywood 
pig
 58. Musician 
Clapton
 59. Take a chance
 61. Spanish sol-
dier
 62. Mark Wahl-
berg comedy

 
 

Crossword_ ___________

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the moment you square off, 
so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test! 
Here’s How It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in 
the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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22002266
Internatata ional

 Coastatat l Cleanup

2026
International

 Coastal Cleanup
keep wakulla county beautiful

Saturday, September 19, 2026
8 am - 12 pm

Woolley Park
48 mound St, Panacea

additional sites at:
Mashes Sands
bottoms road
shell point

wakulla beach
st marks- San Marcos de apalache

st Marks Lighthouse
wakulla springs

sponsor register

Sponsored by
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Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or 
services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth. Osaic Wealth does not provide tax or legal advice. 

(850) 926-7487  

www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com
71 B Songbird Ave, Crawfordville

Guard ~ Plan ~ Invest

It All Starts With A Conversation

Financial Products
Financial Services

Life Insurance
DROP Rollovers
401(k) Rollovers

Investments
Social Security Planning

Retirement Planning
Estate Planning 

Roth IRAs / IRAs / 403(b)s

Jordan   Brian    Megan

http://www.EnglishFinancialGroup.com
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